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Spring Fever
It’s Easter, the daffodils are out, and after the Music Festival it’s now
time for the second Chipping Norton Literary Festival – and in May a
new Fibre Festival which celebrates the Town’s textiles heritage.

Chippy’s Tory Chair quits
Experience Chipping Norton campaign

Where to put 800 new houses
Election fight ahead

Penhurst thanksgiving service
Plus all the usual arts, sports, clubs, schools & letters

In this issue:

Lively ChipLitFest 
April looks set to welcome hundreds of visitors
to Chipping Norton. After last year’s successful
start, a second Chip Lit Festival on the weekend
of 18-21 April will see dozens of events all
around town. With children’s workshops and
celebrity author sessions including Downton’s
Julian Fellowes, the weekend should see the
Town buzzing with ‘lit chat’ – from the
discerning to just the curious.
Boost for tourism
With Chipping Norton firmly on the national
map (for many things!), it looks like April should
see the start of a spring and summer visitor
season continuing the trend of promoting West
Oxfordshire and this part of the Cotswolds as
a cultural and tourism destination – and of
course for most of us it’s just a great place to
live. WODC report that visitors bring £260m
into the District, up 16% over 5 years.
Lots more inside
The Chipping Norton News is one of the
sponsors to the Literary Festival and this
month has a feature inside with more details of
Festival events with profiles of some of the
local personalities taking part. See inside also
for details of The Fibre Festival, Blossom Day
and more – and a report of Chipping Norton
Theatre’s latest ‘homegrown’ production of
The Glass Menagerie.

Town welcomes ChipLitFest visitors

Sports Awards

The Town celebrated its sporting heroes
at the fourth Chipping Norton Sports
Awards Evening in February. Pictured
here with her mum and the Mayor is 9-
year-old Daisy Pashley who won the Gold
Olympic Legacy Medal. Full report and
pictures on p2 and also sports pages.  

Photo: Don Davidson
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Another successful Chipping Norton Sports Awards evening
was held in the Town Hall on Thursday 21 February, with
over 100 guests attending the event. Awards were
presented by Mayor Martin Jarratt, with Graham Beacham
and Cllr David Lydiat co-hosting. The awards were
sponsored by the Town Council and Better, who run the
Leisure Centre. Organisers hope to continue the awards
for their fifth year in 2014, again wishing to bring
together and recognise the achievements of those who
participate in sport in and around the Town.

Alison Beacham

Award Winners
Olympic Legacy 

Brainchild of David Lydiat ~ Sponsored by Better
Gold Medal Winner Daisy Pashley - Athletics (Photo no 1)

Silver Medal Winner Will Ford - Shooting.
Bronze Medal Winner Charlie McQuade -Tae Kwendo

Mayor's Award 
Jo Newman - Football (Photo 2)

Team Award 
Chipping Norton School U15 Hockey (Photo 3)

Highly Commended
Chadlington Cricket Club 1st XI; Chipping Norton Golf Juniors;

Chippy Trixsters Roller Hockey; Chadlington Whites U11 Football;
Chipping Norton Bowls Outdoor Men’s League Team; Chipping

Norton Bowls Tens Team; Higher Energy Trampoline Club

18+ Sportsperson of the Year 
Andy Watson - Football (Photo 4)

Highly Commended
Jo Newman - Football; George Lewis - Roller Hockey; Paul Duester &

Jason Chipchase - Football & Cricket; Kate Gregory - Trampoline

Sportsperson of the Year 11-17 
William Preece golf (Photo 5)

Highly Commended
Charlie McQuade - Tae Kwon Do; Camilla Hancock & Philip

Frithz - Golf;  Ryan Shadbolt - Roller Hockey; Will Ford -
Shooting; Isobel Meikle - Swimming; Tom Martin -

Equestrian; Rohanna Lather - Trampoline

Sportsperson of the Year U11 
Devon Shadbolt Roller Hockey (Photo 6)

Highly Commended
Brett Massey - Roller Hockey; Daisy Pashley -

Athletics; 

Town Sports Awards

Photos: Don Davidson, Graham Beacham, Marius Harte
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Election fight ahead
Voters in Chipping Norton get
their say for a County Council seat
in the election to be held on
Thursday 2 May 2013.
Conservative County Councillor
Hilary Hibbert-Biles is defending
her seat won against Labour’s Rob
Evans four years ago. Labour has
selected local solicitor Geoff Saul
to fight this election and both
Labour and Tories were already out
in February with their leaflets. Andy
Crick is standing as candidate for
the Lib Dems and news is awaited
from Greens, UKIP and others.
Anyone wanting to stand
(candidates welcome!) must file
nomination papers by no later than
noon on Friday 5 April. The News
will have full details next month. 

This time the Chipping Norton
Divisional seat is larger than in
2009 and includes many villages
such as Enstone, Heythrop,
Kingham, Swerford, The Tews, Over
Norton, Salford, Rollrights,
Cornwell and Chastleton. The
County reduced the number of
councillors from 74 to 63 after a
review. The County is responsible
for the largest portion of Council
Tax, and its brief covers education,
adult care and children’s services,
waste management, the economy,
roads and transport. To vote on 2
May you need to be included on the
register of electors. The deadline to register for your vote is
17 April 2013. Please visit the WODC website for details:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/council/electoralregister.cfm

Tory quits over gay marriage
Chipping Norton hit the national press again in February
when local Tory Cicely Maunder resigned from the party over
David Cameron’s position in supporting gay marriage. The
Sunday People, followed by the Daily Mail, Telegraph and
Independent all reported that Cicely, the Chairman of
Chipping Norton and District Conservative Association, one
of the branch committees within David Cameron's West
Oxfordshire constituency, has resigned and ‘binned’ her party
membership after 34 years. Cicely is also a past-Mayor of the
Town. Cicely confirmed that she told the Sunday People, ‘I feel
strongly about it as a Christian. I’ll be a non-voter now. It’s
very sad. The Oxford Dictionary defines marriage as the
joining together of a man and a woman. It’s the same in the
Bible. Other members walked out too.’ Cicely said that most
gay people will say all they want is civil partnership and ‘they
don’t want gay marriage’. It was reported that UKIP had
offered Cicely a job but she declined.

In 2004 the Labour Government passed the Civil
Partnership Act which extended to same-sex couples the
opportunity to enjoy the same legal rights and obligations as

Penhurst Thanksgiving Service
A Thanksgiving Service will be held on Tuesday 23 April in the
Town Hall at 6pm. This will be a chance for the Town to give
thanks for the work of Penhurst School. All are welcome.

Pat Lake – Chair of Governors

New look gym launch
Having finished all the work last year, Chipping Norton
Leisure Centre’s gym refurbishment was finally officially

unveiled on 22 February. The £150,000 gym makeover
included complete redecoration, new equipment and a new
layout. Leisure centre operator GLL arranged a temporary
gym in the Centre’s studio and squash court until the work
was completed. Councillor Richard Langridge, Cabinet
Member for Local Economy, Communities and Culture at
West Oxfordshire District Council, unveiled the new look
gym in the presence of a group from Chipping Norton
School, who were using the gym as part of their school PE
lessons. The gym refurbishment project was funded by West
Oxfordshire District Council, with operator GLL contributing
to the redecoration. Additional floor space for stretching and
core stability and the introduction of ‘virtual’ training are
amongst some of the changes in the gym. Councillor
Langridge said, ‘This wonderful refurbishment has brought the
gym bang up to date and offers a great opportunity for young
and old alike to get fit and healthy in a welcoming facility.’ The
unveiling follows the recent WODC review into leisure
facilities run by GLL, which raised some concerns about
visitor numbers, a lack of holiday activities, staffing levels and
cleanliness at some of the sites.

Annual Town Meeting
Chipping Norton Town Hall

Wednesday 17 April at 7.30pm
Do you want to know what the Town Council is up to?
Do you have questions and concerns about the Town?

The Annual Town Meeting will include a report of the
year’s activities and give the opportunity for members of

the public to ask Councillors about Town affairs

Hilary Hibbert-Biles

Geoff Saul

Andy Crick

Cllr Langridge cuts the red ribbon at the formal opening of the
recently refurbished gym at the Leisure Centre
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married couples.
Eight years on, the
Marriage (Same Sex
Couples) Bill is now
proceeding through
Parliament.  If
passed, the Act will
offer same-sex
couples the
opportunity to
marry. David
Cameron was
reported in the
Witney Gazette
saying ‘I am a strong
believer in marriage
and I do not want
gay people to be
excluded from this
great institution.’ The
local Tory party
leaders say they do
not have an official
position on gay
marriage. Chairman
of the Conservative
Association in West
O x f o r d s h i r e ,
Richard Langridge,

gave the News a statement saying they were ‘disappointed’ that
Cicely had resigned on ‘a single issue matter.’ He said, ‘We
realise there are strong feelings on either side of this argument
which is why there was a free vote in the House of Commons.
We can confirm there have been no other resignations from
the Chipping Norton branch committee at this time. The issue
of gay marriage has not been discussed by West Oxfordshire
Conservative Association’s governing body.’

The Labour Party, both nationally and locally, supports the
proposed change. Geoffrey Saul, Labour Party candidate for
May’s County Council elections in the Chipping Norton and
Villages division, said, ‘People who love each other and want
to make a long-term commitment to each other, should be
able to get married and, as a society, we should support and
celebrate that commitment. Not everyone supports “gay
marriage”. There was similar opposition to civil partnerships
when they were first introduced. Yet many people of all faiths
now respect and support civil partnerships. No religious
organisation will have to offer same-sex marriages. Religious
marriages are a matter for each religious denomination, not
for the Government. I am proud that it was a Labour
Government that introduced Civil Partnerships. Gay marriage
is “the final piece in the jigsaw” sweeping away discrimination
against gay people in our society.’ 

Blossom Day in April
Following two successful Apple Days in Octobers ’11 and ’12
to celebrate the harvest, the Orchard Group is breaking new
ground this year with a ‘Blossom Day’ to welcome the Spring
and celebrate the blossom with the help of music and singing
with Chippy Folk Club. Children are encouraged to come and
enjoy some special activities and games. Eat as much as you
like for FREE! (donations gratefully received). On the day,

everyone will wish the Orchard a good summer and abundant
harvest, when later in the year there will be a Pick Your Own
Free event – more on this later. Blossom Day is Sunday 28 April,
11am-2pm at the Community Orchard, Elmsfield Paddock off
the Worcester Road.  Follow the signs – limited parking. 

A Good Day For Red Box
Ever wondered who makes the promo desktop wallpapers,
mobile ringtones and screensavers for Hollywood
blockbusters? Well, if you’ve downloaded one for the new

Bruce Willis flick A Good Day To Die Hard, it will have been
made by one particular Chippy company. Design studio Red
Box New Media, which is based on the Elmsfield Industrial
Estate, created a huge set of digital marketing elements for
the movie, as part of its long-standing relationship with
Twentieth Century Fox. Founder and director Adam Jennings
explained, ‘Everything we do is fun, but when you work with
a franchise as well-loved as Die Hard, the pressure is really on.
You know that not only will a lot of people see the work
you’ve produced, but also that they’ll be fans, so you have to
get it right.’ Red Box New Media, which also provides work
for Paramount Pictures, has previously worked on films
including Life of Pi and X-Men: First Class. For this latest film, it
produced over 50 different digital elements, which will be
used throughout the world.

Hospital houses – Council objects
Plans to put 14 dwellings at the site of Chipping Norton’s
former hospital hit objections at February’s Town Council
meeting and a letter recommending the plan be refused and
redesigned has gone to WODC. The plan by St Charles
Homes would convert the old hospital building (a Victorian
villa) into two homes but build 12 others all round the site
most to a full 3 storey height. The Town Council seemed
resigned to accept that houses would be built on the site
(they had wanted some community facilities). However they
had a number of objections to the plan including the height of
the houses (the original outline had said 2 or 2.5 storeys to
protect the historical development and the loss of privacy to
Spring Street residents from the scale of development. They
also want 10 more on-site parking places as the proposed
scheme would substantially reduce on-street parking for
existing Spring Street residents. This would probably mean

Cicely Maunder pictured with David
Cameron in 2010

Adam Jennings with Red Box New Media’s material for the
new Bruce Willis film
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one new house fewer. This plan may well set a precedent for
what happens on the adjacent empty Castle View and
Ambulance station sites – and so the Town Councillors are
keen to get this one right. WODC Uplands Planning
Committee is likely to do a site visit and then decide on the
application at its April meeting.

Town Hall Fibre Festival
A Fibre Festival is being held at
Chipping Norton Town Hall on
Saturday 4 May from 10am to 4pm
– and guided walks round the
outside of Bliss Mill are included.
Sheep and lambs will greet visitors
outside the Town Hall and inside
there will be a variety of fibres,
including wool of course, on display.
Throughout the day you can meet
textile artists, dressmakers and
experts on crochet, patchwork,

quilting and peg-looming. Demonstrations of spinning, weaving
and rag rug-making can be seen, and a knitting surgery will be
offering advice. Maybe a new generation will learn to explore
the pleasure of hand-made textiles? Local knitting groups will
be taking part in a ‘Knit In’ making weeny garments for the
John Radcliffe Baby Unit. Come and join them. And of course
there will be Vintage teas to enjoy!  Chipping Norton History
Society will be hosting a display of the Town's wool trade and
Bliss Tweed Mill, which was operational until the late 1980s.
Local historian John Grantham will be leading two one-hour
‘talking’ walks at 10am and 2pm, from the Town Hall. They will

include Stretch Pool (site of the upper mill), the grounds of
Bliss Mill, the churchyard and Diston's Lane. There are 15
places each time, so please book a place in advance. They are
free but donations towards the Town Hall roof fund would be
appreciated. To book for these and all information contact the
organisers, The Fibreworks, on 645970 or
info@thefibreworks.co.uk, where information on their April
courses is also available.

Yarnbomber’s spring fashion
Chipping Norton’s
mystery knitting
yarnbomber has
been out in force
since the snow:
hearts for
Valentines, daffodils
for St David’s day
(see pictures),
Easter, covers for
the bike racks in
town and more. The
Oxford Times
managed to snap a
picture of the
mystery knitter
(known in America as Urban or Guerilla Knitting) but
disguised her face. One of the biggest yarnbombing attacks
this year was in Saltburn up in the North East where their
seaside Victorian pier had a 150ft Olympic themed scarf
draped along its railings.
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U-turn on grant cuts
West Oxfordshire District Council is

freezing its Council Tax take for
2013/14. After initially proposing a
10% cut (as reported last month)
to the £280k of grants to voluntary
bodies and charities, the Council

now says it will maintain the grants
as per last year, after submissions

from the different bodies, including
Chipping Norton Theatre, and requests from different
Councillors. It says more ‘efficiency’ cuts of £420k will help.
WODC says it has the second lowest Council Tax of all 201
shire district councils in England and lowest of all 5 district
councils in Oxfordshire. It says it is ‘proud’ to be protecting
services such as free household waste collection and car
parking which other councils charge for. Oxfordshire County
Council is having a more difficult time it seems. It is putting its
Council Tax up 2% (the maximum before needing a
referendum!) but has to find £48m in cuts to its budget by
2017. This will see £18.5m cut from Adult Services such as
social care and £3.4m further cut from Children’s Services.
The County is going to find some limited ‘one off ’ funding
next year for growth, ‘big society’ and £10,000 for each
councillor. This can provide some visible ‘headline’ help for
areas being cut but is not sustained after the first year. This
approach helped fund the Glyme Hall youth centre in
Chipping Norton initially after ongoing funding for youth
services here was stopped.

Thriving Theatre needs support
News that WODC
was going to maintain
its 2013/14 grant to
Chipping Norton
Theatre was welcomed by Trustees and staff, but much
private support is still needed for this thriving and successful
arts centre. Amby Hitchcox, Operations Manager at The
Theatre said, ‘We are delighted that WODC is not
implementing a previously-proposed reduction in grant
funding. The Theatre very much values its support from, and
relationship with, WODC as a key funder and working
partner. In the hard fundraising climate it is more important
than ever that established funding relationships can continue
for all sorts of voluntary sector organisations and charities,
including us. It is getting ever harder for us all to replace lost
or reduced funding and to find new funders.’ Amby said, ‘The
Theatre and cinema has just had its strongest trading year
ever and its profile is rising locally, regionally and nationally as
a successful cultural business, but it still needs to raise
significant grant funding to carry on delivering the wide range
of activities on offer and at affordable prices. WODC’s
continued confidence in and support for the Theatre will
make a real difference to our ability to carry on providing
quality entertainment and to fulfil our charitable objectives as
broadly as possible.’

If you wish to support The Theatre, please visit
www.chippingnortontheatre.com either to book tickets or to
make a charitable donation.

The Glass Menagerie opened to an appreciative audience on
7 March for a run of nine performances and looked like
being another huge success. This play by Tennessee Williams
has been set by John in an abandoned
1940s Hollywood film studio reflecting
the time when Williams wrote Portrait of
a Girl in Glass on which the play is based,
an unhappy period in his life working as a
reluctant screenwriter for MGM. John
Terry said, ‘As the play is
autobiographical, we wanted that sort of
film world for the memories to sit in. It’s
an evocative world, the golden age of
Hollywood, with the hum and heat of the
film lights, the canvas directors’ chairs...’
Evocative it certainly is. From the outset
the bright lights and stark setting draw
the audience in to what will develop into
a claustrophobic world. Eamonn
O’Dwyer’s piano playing in the
background – he composed the music –
cleverly reflects the emotions being
played out on the stage.  He also has a
crucial role later in the play centre stage which he acts
sensitively. The small space is dominated by the dreadful

Amanda, played expertly by Flaminia Cinque who admits to
having a bit of a soft spot for her character: ‘She does mean
well. It all comes from a good place.’ This attitude is evident

in Flaminia’s interpretation of her role:
you can’t hate Amanda as she rants at
her children, you might pity her but
you can certainly understand her and
laugh at her too. ‘Blue Rose’ Laura’s
body language, skilfully portrayed by
Miranda Keeling, allows us to be
witness to the feelings she is unable to
express – she clumps about or slumps
or just sits until the one time her life
lights up for a little while. Miranda is
pitiful as Laura but not in an unrealistic
exaggerated way. Tom, Laura’s brother,
Matt Connor, opens and closes the
play. He is ‘tired of the movies but ...
about to move’ and this juxtaposition
of being torn between family loyalty
and missed possible opportunities
colours his every move. The Glass
Menagerie has professional actors

professionally directed by John Terry. Chipping Norton has
once again a ‘must-see’ at its gem of a theatre.

The Glass Menagerie
In March, Chipping Norton Theatre put on a 10-day run of The Glass Menagerie, the second

self-produced play in a year directed by The Theatre’s John Terry. News team member and
volunteer Theatre usher Alison Huitt, sent this review:

Photo: Ric Mellis

Photo: Ric Mellis
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Heritage Centre reopens
The Churchill & Sarsden
Heritage Centre is
reopening at Easter. The
centre has free
admission and has
innovative displays,
touchscreens and
digitised records inside
the remains of this
medieval building in a picturesque setting down Hastings Lane
in Churchill, OX7 6NA. There is also a special new exhibition
on local farming history. Open weekends and Bank Holidays
from 2-4.30pm. See www.churchillheritage.org.uk

Maternity unit reopens in July?
Chipping Norton’s Cotswold Maternity Unit – closed last
October after issues were raised – might be reopened on 1
July. Oxford University Hospitals Trust has now completed a
full review of what happened at the old and new units, going
back over 4 years. Birth numbers had dropped recently, more
mothers were being referred elsewhere, and both mothers
and staff had reported issues. The review report (200 pages
with all the evidence), is now public and can be found at
www.ouh.nhs.uk under Trust Board. The summary says ‘there
were significant concerns associated with the choice of
patient pathways, clinical governance, and cultural problems
over a number of years’. The issues were many and complex,
but one theme seems that the old unit at Chipping Norton
was run somewhat independently with some practices that,
according to the report, did not comply fully with national or
OUHT clinical, safety or practice guidance – although it did
have a very positive local reputation and talked about as ‘Gold
Standard’. The move to the new unit in 2010 saw attempts to
align with OUHT practices, but there were ‘cultural’ issues
and some ‘breakdown’ of relationships in the team. The
review admits that supervisory, management or monitoring
arrangements were also an issue.

A whole series of actions seem to be needed to make
sure things are working effectively again, including better
liaison on guidelines and practice with OUHT, better
connection with GPs, support for staff, training and
teambuilding. The report says Chipping Norton will need 150-
200 births a year to be sustainable. This will need a great deal
of marketing and reputation building, which OUHT say they
are committed to. The OUHT Board say their planned

reopening in July will depend on the Board being happy with
progress in April.

Local Chipping Norton supporters, who attended the
March Board meeting to listen, are clearly still not happy with
the way the whole thing has been handled. One of them told
the News they disagreed with evidence and conclusions in the
report and accused the Trust of destroying everything that
was good about the unit and 'attacking 40 years of
commitment to excellence'.

CETA leads at business awards
Chipping Norton notched up some major successes at the
2013 West Oxfordshire Business Awards in March. At a gala

dinner at Heythrop Park, CETA Insurance won the overall
prize of the Coutts West Oxfordshire Business of the Year –
and also swept up two other awards for Innovation and
Communications by a large business. CETA, started nearly
twenty years ago, is based in the Cromwell Park Estate and
now employs over 100 staff – double the headcount of four
years ago. It runs a national network for insurance with over
4000 members and provides insurance from leading UK
insurance companies. Director David Quick on reaching the
finals said, ‘Congratulations to everyone at CETA who really
deserve this accolade for their dedication, creativity and hard
work.’ Another Chippy company, design consultancy mark-
making*, won the Social Media award, edging out the Chip Lit
Fest which was also a finalist. The Lido Chipping Norton won
the Green Business Award. Other finalists at the event
included Chipping Norton Builders and The Theatre Chipping
Norton, last year’s winners for leisure and tourism. They just
lost out to the Old Swan Hotel in Minster Lovell who have
had a £5m refurbishment. Chipping Norton’s Ken Norman
was master of ceremonies at the major event and was able to
welcome MP David Cameron who made a surprise
appearance (as last year) and congratulated all the finalists and
the organisers for an event that highlighted some of the great
contributions being made to the local West Oxfordshire
economy.

Katharine House update
The Masquerade Ball in aid of Katharine House Hospice
this year is on Sunday 5 May at Bloxham School. There will be
live entertainment from The Blue Meanies, dancing, a raffle
and delicious food. Tickets are £50 each and are available from
Lucinda Lloyd on 01295 720623 or Margaret Sutton on 01295
262429. The 7th Midnight Walk is on Saturday 29 June,
details from shops and website. Broughton Grange gardens
will be open again this year on Saturday 27 April. The gardens

Maggie Bradley of Coutts Oxford pictured at the Awards
evening with Dave Quick & Sandie Schofield of CETA
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are beautifully set in 350 acres of parkland, only open to the
general public three times a year. Tickets £6 on the gate.
Hospice Plant Sale & Spring Fair is on Tuesday 14 May,
between 9am and 3pm at The Great Barn, just outside Aynho
(OX17 3AY). Entry £3. On Friday, 26 April we will be holding
another Bring a Pound to Work Day! Call Sheila on 01295
812161 or email sheila.norton@khh.org.uk for more details
or to register your workplace or school to take part. There
are various dates in June in Banbury, Chipping Norton,
Bicester and Brackley for 2013 street collections  If you can
spare an hour and a half, please call the fundraising office on
01295 812161.  

Churchill Road – 60 new homes
Sharba Homes has
released plans to
build 60 new
homes on a piece
of farmland on
Churchill Road in
Chipping Norton.
The proposed
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
immediately next
to Tilsley Road,
would, they say,
create a new
gateway into the
Town, and 40% of
it would consist of

affordable housing. An exhibition was held at the Theatre in
February, 2500 leaflets were posted around town and the
public were asked to comment. Two News team members
dropped into a well-attended exhibition at the Theatre and
met representatives from Tyack Architects, Pegasus Group
and Sharba Homes. The developers say that their plans are
appropriate for the Conservation Area, and the site provides
a path and view down to Bliss Mill. The street scene includes
terraced housing with gardens and parking at the rear of the
buildings. The approach from Churchill gives the appearance
of a ‘farmyard cluster’. 

Visitors to the exhibition were mostly residents living
near the proposed site – 86 in the first 3 hours. Of the 59
replies Sharba had received, 34 were positive, 6 neutral and
19 against. The next stage would be a formal planning
application. Any plan is likely to face the hurdle of getting
such a gree-field agricultural site (inside the Conservation
Area) approved for housing. More housing is targeted for
Chipping Norton, but in an earlier draft of their Local Plan
WODC had designated land at the top of town (Tank Farm
and London Road) as preferred expansion sites. Sharba had
submitted their ideas at the time suggesting Churchill Road
could be one option.

Daisy’s Race Night
The Friends of Daisy Pashley with the help of the Chipping
Norton Lions are presenting a fundraising Classic Race Night
at the Crown & Cushion hotel on 12 April – 7pm for the first
race at 7.30. Tickets are £3 and donations are welcome for a
raffle on the night. Contact Peter 643846. Funds raised will go
to a set of running blades for Daisy (see more on Daisy
pictured on the front page, in Sports and Schools).

Highlands Information Fair
Highlands (linked to Age
UK Oxfordshire) is
hosting an Older Person’s
Information Fair in the
Town Hall, Chipping
Norton on Thursday 11 April from 10am-2.30pm, Why not
pop along and, over a free cup of tea/coffee, find out more
about what is happening in the Chipping Norton area and
what services and provision exists locally for you. There will
be representatives from Oxfordshire Mind, Trading Standards,
the Community Safety Team, Fire Service, Carers
Oxfordshire, Volunteer Link Up, Highlands, Guideposts, a local
Solicitor, Wiltshire farm Foods, Generation Games plus many
more. All Welcome.

How many houses & where?
West Oxfordshire’s latest draft local plan wants more houses
built in Chipping Norton. The Town Council agrees that
moderate growth is sensible for the Town – and wrote to
WODC last year saying that they could be comfortable with
800 new houses in Chipping Norton (some could be in
surrounding villages) in the next 15 years. However, the latest
draft local plan just published by WODC makes provision for
‘about 600’. The plan says any more would probably need a
new primary school. And where will new houses go? Looming
rapidly is the prospect of landowners selling ‘in town’ sites for
houses: the old hospital, Castle View, Ambulance station and
Penhurst included. Planning permission for these windfall or
brownfield sites could be possible. 

WODC in its draft Local Plan says it will be down to the
‘Chipping Norton Neighbourhood Plan to determine the
actual level of growth suitable for the Town in accordance
with the minimum requirement set by the Local Plan’. All this
is still to be finalised. The Town Council’s Neighbourhood
Planning project, now a year on, is meant to be coming up
with recommendations for town development and growth
rates, including preferred new sites within the parish
boundaries, all of which needs to be independently assessed
and go to a Town referendum before it becomes official as
part of a wider local plan. All this could affect bids such as that
of Sharba Homes for Churchill Road, but it all depends on

The
proposed

development

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to
complement your home
surroundings.

Custom made covers
for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:
Sue Hazell 01608 644 877
(30 years experience)
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timing and substance of any plan. It may not be soon enough
to influence what happens to the Hospital, Castle View and
Penhurst sites. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group,
chaired by Town Councillor Chris Butterworth, is trying to
speed up things by hiring a part time project officer, and a
public event to discuss all this is expected very soon. The
Town Council is also holding its annual Town Meeting on
Wednesday 17 April at 7.30 in the Town Hall. That is also an
opportunity for the public to ask questions about all this and
other issues in Chipping Norton.

Badger culls to go ahead
After months of
controversial debate,
the Government has
given the go-ahead, any
time after 1 June, for
pilot badger culls to
combat the spread of
bovine TB, in Somerset
and Gloucestershire
(the nearest being
Tewkesbury and the
Forest of Dean). They
had been postponed
amid fears they could
not be carried out

effectively in autumn last year. The Environment Secretary said
the disease had led to the slaughter of many cattle and was
spreading at an alarming rate. The cull was welcomed by
farmers, however the RSPCA and others still say the cull
would be ‘ineffective, wasteful and potentially damaging’.
Public and parliamentary opposition included 150,000 people
signing a petition against it and concerns about policing costs.
There had been suggestions that the Prime Minister, with his
rural constituency, had taken a direct interest in the decisions. 

Martin Whitehead, from Chipping Norton’s Veterinary
Hospital, told the News that TB was awful in the local area and
getting worse and could easily tip a farm business over the
edge. He is generally in support of the cull and said, ‘Over the
last 30 years, cattle TB has spread rapidly out from its long-
term stronghold in Devon and Cornwall.  Our vets contribute
to the government’s TB control programme.  For many years
this area was effectively TB free and we tested our herds
every two to four years with almost never an animal reacting
positive.  Several years ago we started to get reactors. Now
all herds for a long way around are tested yearly, and many
farms have had reactors which by law must be culled, have
severe restrictions to the movement of animals on and off the
farm, and are being retested every 60 days.  The movement
restrictions, repeat testing and loss of animals can have a very
detrimental effect on farmers both financially and emotionally.
Nationally, the cost of cattle TB is around £100 million a year
and rising.  Badgers are not the only factor contributing to the
spread of TB, but there is no doubt they contribute to the
problem.  There is strong scientific evidence that a sustained
cull of badgers over a large area, along with existing control
measures, will substantially reduce TB in cattle in that area.
That could save the taxpayer money and help hard-pressed
farmers.  Far more cattle are culled because of TB (35,000
nationally in 2012 alone) than badgers will be in the two
proposed pilot culls.’

All change at West Street
A news update from West
Street GP surgery in
Chipping Norton reports
that Dr Cathy Elliott is
retiring after 30 years
here. In a letter to patients
Dr Elliott said she had
been very lucky to work
for this community but felt
the time had come to hand
over to younger
colleagues as they plan their big move in 2014 to a brand new
building up next to the new hospital. Plans are said to be
moving along well. White House surgery will share the
building with them. At West Street Dr Neil Fisher joins as a
new GP (he had a spell training there in 2008-9), after being
senior GP at the Banbury Health Centre. He trained in
London at the Royal Free and UCL and has worked in Africa
and Asia as well. West Street saw an increase in doctor
consultations in 2012 to 25516, with 17870 nurse or health
care assistant sessions and 1882 home visits. The surgery also
reports an increase in missed appointments (1061) which
wastes a great deal of surgery time. Patients are asked to try
and cancel their appointments if they are unable to attend.

Bereavement Volunteers plea
Katharine House Hospice are looking for caring people who
are interested in training to become volunteer bereavement
support workers. Time and commitment will be required to
help and support bereaved people through a difficult time in
their lives. A foundation training programme will start in early
September 2013, and it is essential that all training days are
attended. An enhanced criminal records check will be
required. For a volunteer application pack please contact
Rachel Wegerhoff on 01295 811866 or
humanresources@khh.org.uk. For further information please
contact: Mrs Srinder Singh, Bereavement Service Manager at
Katharine House Hospice, as above. Closing date for
completed applications is Friday 5 April. Interviews will be on
22, 24 & 25 April.

Vernon House plans stopped
Last month the News reported, from Town Councillor Don
Davidson, some of the concerns of residents along Burford
Road next to the site of the old Vernon House which has
been demolished. Cottsway Housing, the landlords who are
responsible for the site, responded initially to the Town Clerk
and now have sent the News this update. 

They said ‘Following on from the demolition of Vernon
House there have been substantial delays with the
redevelopment of the site. Due to potential high construction
and running costs, the design of the Vernon House
replacement building had to be reviewed. Although a new
scheme was designed, the planning authority had concerns
about existing homes being overlooked. We have recently
taken the decision not to build on the Vernon House site and
are currently reviewing the options available to us. Before a
decision is made about the future of the site, Cottsway has
arranged for some interim work to be carried out to improve
the area for nearby residents. This work is due to start on 4



The Wartime Jambusters
Do you want to know what the WI were up to in the Second
World War? On 17 May at Chipping Norton Town Hall,

Soldiers of Oxfordshire are featuring Jambusters, a book about
the Women’s Institute in wartime that has just been released
and is already attracting wide media coverage, including
television production rights. Jambusters covers how the WI
ran the countryside during the Second World War – full of
humour and wonderful stories of how the women of rural
Britain made things tick even in impossible circumstances. The
book has a strong local following and its author, Julie
Summers, is a well-known local historian who has already run
successful events for the Trust. Tickets are £12.50 (to include
drinks and nibbles) from www.sofo.org.uk or 01993 813832.
All proceeds will support the Soldiers of Oxfordshire
Museum project. 

Kate Burrows – Soldiers of Oxfordshire
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March and includes tarmacing the path at the rear of the flats,
providing replacement rotary dryer(s) and external sheds. We
will also arrange for improved external lighting. Residents
were promised that the car parking space at the rear of the
flats would, as part of the long-term development proposal, be
tarmaced with spaces for the flats. Until such time as we have
made a decision on the future of the site we will make good
the surfaces so that they are safe and usable. The grey
hoardings are there to safeguard residents and to keep the
site safe and secure. They will need to remain in place until
such a time as the development is completed. We have been
informed that the site is being used as a cut through and there
is a point where the pathway passes very close to the ground
floor flats. We will be consulting residents from the Burford
Road flats in the next two weeks to find out the best solution
for them. We would like to apologise to those residents
affected by the redevelopment of this site and for the length
of time it has taken to carry out this work.’

The Lido opens for business!
Spring has finally sprung (hopefully!) and summer’s on its way,
so put the date in your diaries: Chipping Norton Lido’s 2013
season starts on Thursday 25 April. The AGM will be held that
evening too – all welcome. Season tickets are already available
via the website, so why not spread the cost of summer by
buying yours now? All the more to spend in the café, which,
we are delighted to report, will once again be managed by
Sally Brown. Mmmm cake… For full details of opening times,
pricing and for further information about the AGM, as well as
any other events and news, please visit the website,
www.chippylido.co.uk, or you can follow us on Facebook
and/or Twitter. We look forward to seeing you!

Claire Jarvis

LOCAL NEWS

The new Chipping Norton Counselling Service was
launched in March to provide accessible counselling to
residents of North Oxfordshire. The new service, based at
the White House Surgery, is now open to
young people, adults and couples for both
short and longer term work.  The service
is widely accessible as people pay
according to their means. 

Most of us have known times when life
and relationships feel difficult to manage.
We can feel tense and anxious,
overwhelmed or out of control, alone or
trapped.  Sometimes we can just feel an
underlying sadness in our daily lives and
whilst often the source of our distress is
clear, like a specific problem or event, we can also just have
an ongoing or growing feeling that life isn’t as we feel it
should, or hoped it would be. Counselling offers the
opportunity to explore and resolve such conflicts in a
reliable, professional relationship where trust and
confidentiality are an integral part of the process.  Working
with a trained therapist, thinking together about past and

current experiences, it is possible to disentangle our feelings
and notice patterns of thought and behaviour that affect our
lives. With greater understanding, we can become more

accepting of ourselves and develop new
ways in which to cope, increasing our
freedom to choose to live the way we
would like to.

Run by fully qualified and trained
counsellors with a breadth of experience
in the NHS and educational settings the
new service is now open for self-referrals.
Val Parker, from Chipping Norton
Counselling Service said, ‘We have been
delighted with the interest that we have
already received in Chipping Norton

Counselling Service and really believe that providing
accessible and affordable counselling is much needed in the
area.  We are now open for self-referrals and welcome
contact from those interested in counselling.’ For more
information about Chipping Norton Counselling Service or
to request an appointment please visit
www.chippingnortoncounselling.co.uk or call 07741 723212.

Health and Well Being 
Chipping Norton has the benefit of many specialist health and care services, both public and private. Some are housed at

our GP surgeries, others elsewhere. This month features the launch of a new one. The News hopes to feature others.
Accessible Counselling
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Experience CN launches
The official launch
of Experience
Chipping Norton
took place at Jaffé
& Neale on 12
March, with some
40 local businesses
gathering to learn
about its plans –
and also to take
advantage of the
free cupcakes on
offer, which came
courtesy of one
such Chippy
business, The Chipping Norton Tea-Set. 

The project was set up by a core team of local business
leaders – Patrick Neale, Alison Green, John Terry, Gail Savage,
Almaas Yusuf and Adam Jennings. As Adam explained, it aims
to, ‘make the Town a more visible and attractive destination
for visitors and businesses.’ 

Of the launch, Adam said, ‘It was an amazing response to
our launch night event. We were so proud to see so many
businesses joining us – it was Chipping Norton at its best.’

On the evening, both Patrick and Adam gave
presentations setting out ECN’s immediate plans – including a
new website, at www.experiencechippingnorton.com which
will serve as a portal to promote businesses and local events,
and a town brochure aimed both at locals and tourists. 

Businesses are being encouraged to sign up to one of
three membership packages, which offer various perks, such
as professional photoshoots, social media packages and
promotion on the website, with further perks currently being
negotiated. Some 25% of the attendees at the launch signed
up on the spot.

Experience Chipping Norton also announced that it will
be running an all-day Christmas shopping event this year,
together with the existing Christmas shopping evening team.
Photo of the cupcakes provided at the ECN launch is courtesy of
Victoria Wills of http://www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk 

Don’t be left in the cold
Register before 8 April and you could be saving money on
your energy bills. Cherwell and West Oxfordshire District
Councils are joining forces to help local residents save money
through the new ‘Better Together’ campaign. The campaign
aims to build up a large group of householders to whom
energy companies then offer a cheap deal on gas and
electricity and is run by iChoosr, an intermediary who has
operated similar schemes in the UK and Europe. 

The public is encouraged to register with the campaign
then iChoosr runs an auction amongst the energy companies
who bid to offer the cheapest prices to the group. Gabi Kaiser
is services development manager at Cherwell who is leading
the project on behalf of both councils. She says, ‘By joining
forces we’re a better customer for the energy company. We
offer them a whole host of households to supply, and with
more likely custom, they offer a more competitive price.
However it’s important to note that no one’s obliged to
switch supplier, at this stage we just want interested parties

to register so we can get the best rate.’ Once the auction has
taken place the council steps back to allow the individual to
decide whether to switch to the new deal, when they can
compare the price to their current utility costs. Residents will
still pay their own bills but hopefully at a cheaper price. If you
have not signed up you will not be able to join later, so as you
have nothing to lose, why not sign up? 

Register online at www.bettertogetheroxfordshire.co.uk,
or call free phone 0800 107 0044, or register in person at:
Thorpe Lane Depot, Banbury, OX16 4UT, open 8.45am to
5.15pm Monday to Friday; or Town Centre Shop, Witney,
OX28 6JH, open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. 

Summer music festivals
After last year’s success, the line-ups for the two big local
summer music festivals have been announced. The 10th

Cornbury Festival, run by Hugh Philimore is on the
weekend of 5–7 July, and has Van Morrison, Keane and
Squeeze as the headliners – and Chipping Norton Allstars are
again appearing plus an array of old and new talent. The
festival, which last year attracted 16,000 people, began in 2004
at Cornbury Park, near Charlbury, but for the past two years
has been staged at Great Tew Park. See
www.cornburyfestival.com. You can also camp out in yurts,
tepees and wonderful podpads.

The Wilderness Festival, is on again this year from August 8-
11 at Cornbury Park hosted by Lord and Lady Rotherwick,
and organised by Tim Harvey. Headlining will be Australian
electronic music duo Empire of the Sun, folk-pop Noah and
the Whale and 70-year-old legend Sixto Diaz Rodriguez.
10,000 went last year. There are fancy dress balls, roller disco,
wild swimming, horse riding and a lakeside hot tub spa. Tickets
from www.wildernessfestival.com

Screen by the Green 
The film Hope Springs will be shown at Churchill and Sarsden
Village Hall on Saturday 13 April at 7.30. Nominated for a
Golden Globe, starring Meryl Streep, Tommy Lee Jones and
Steve Carell this is a comedy-drama about a couple who have
been married for 31 years and are in a rut. Kay (Meryl Streep)
wants to set about rekindling their romance and in a rash
move books them into a week-long retreat under the care of
a therapist (Steve Carell). Funny, entertaining and moving.
Tommy Lee Jones can do grumpy like no-one else. Tickets
£4.50 on the door or book at 659903 or email
churchillmovies@btinternet.com
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Police and crime update
Items provided by PCSO Cheryl
Harrison and from the local press
Spate of thefts from vehicles –
From the end of Jan there has been
a spate of thefts in the the wider
Chipping Norton area involving
catalytic converters and tools from
work vehicles. Station Road
Industrial Estate in Chipping
Norton, the Rollrights and residential properties have been
targeted. An unlocked van left in Chipping Norton had
expensive garden machinery taken along with an expensive
handbag. 
Burglaries from property – Recent thefts from homes saw
an overnight hit in Rock Hill, Chipping Norton resulting in a
large sum of money being taken. A house on Churchill Road
was burgled in the afternoon of 21 February and items
including jewellery and Canadian dollars stolen, probably in a
bag with the logo ‘Chris Beetles’. Has anyone seen someone
trying to exchange large amounts of Canadian money? In
Bould, Chipping Norton a quad bike was taken – it is
distinctively green with maker’s name ‘Arctic Cat’ and logo on
it.

Number plates stolen – This type of crime is on the
increase with plates being stolen and then perhaps used in
crime. The Council and local garages are arranging a free
fitting service to fit plates with screws that are more difficult
to remove. See WODC website for the garages that are
offering this. 

Problems at churches – as well as recent thefts from local
churches police have dealt with people sleeping in and around
the church ground, defecating in graveyards and causing
damage to headstones. 

Anti-Social Behaviour – Police report several incidents
regarding a local resident, resulting in a Homophobic Public
Order offence in Sainsbury’s, Assault Without Injury in
Sainsbury’s, Criminal Damage in Sainsbury’s and a Public
Order offence in the High Street. This individual is being dealt
with robustly and enquiries are ongoing. 

Roadside Scam – recent reports in the Chipping Norton
area include motorists flagged down by men in a supposedly
broken down car. They either asked the victims for cash so
they could buy fuel, or offered jewellery or watches in
exchange for cash. The jewellery is often cheap or of poor
quality gold/polished metal. The allegedly fuel-less cars were
driven away before officers arrived on scene. 

Prison for breach – Nicholas Sumners of Chipping
Norton, admitted breaching a restraining order in Chipping
Norton by going within 30m of Withers Way on 18 February
and was sent to prison for 14 days.

Police would like the public to be vigilant at all times during
the day and night and to report on the 101 number any
information and if you see anything suspicious (999 in
emergency). All information is treated as confidential. You can
also contact the independent charity Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111. The next local Have Your Say
Meeting is on Saturday 17 April 10.30am-noon Sainsbury’s
Chipping Norton.

Henry Cornish plea
The Activities Co-ordinator at the Henry Cornish Care
Centre has sent the News a plea for mature volunteers to give
a little time to help run the residents’ shop which is currently
only open on a Friday. If you would like to know more please
contact Sylvia Evans on 642364.

Heavenly happenings
Why not call in
to Church
Enstone on
Saturday 27
April between
10am and  noon?
For two years
now, St Kenelm's
Church in the
little village (off
the B4030) has
been throwing
an enormous
party – some

Heavenly Happenings – once a month on a Saturday morning.
Coffee, tea and Bring & Buy with a book stall, CDs, DVDs,
very good quality nearly new clothing, plants from local
gardens, a bric-a-brac stall and the most delicious homemade
cakes and savouries, jams and marmalade. Also we have a
70/30 stall for us to sell people's stuff for them (keeping 30%).
If this sounds like your cup of tea then you are very welcome.

Anna Marnham
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EASTERTIDE

Easter Services
Maundy Thursday St Mary’s:7.30pm Songs of Gethsemane, a
meditation in songs and readings with communion service.
Holy Trinity: 6pm Mass of the Last Supper followed by
Watching at the Altar of Repose till 9pm,
Good Friday Lenten Cross service at the Methodist Church
9.30am followed by tea and coffee and afterwards there is the
March of Witness ending at St Mary’s church for a 12noon
presentation of The Nail, a spoken dialogue. Holy Trinity: 11am
Stations of the Cross; 3pm Liturgy of the Passion.
Easter Sunday St Mary’s 8am and 10.45 am, Over Norton
Chapel 9.15 am. Methodist Church 11am. Community Church
10.30am in Glyme Hall. Holy Trinity 10.30 Mass of the
Resurrection.

Meaningful Easter eggs
The tradition of
eating eggs at Easter
came about because
eating them was
forbidden by the
church during the
week leading up to
Easter (known as
Holy Week). So any
eggs laid that week
were saved and
decorated to make
them 'Holy Week
eggs', and given to
children as gifts. It's
hard to believe that, out of the whopping 80 million chocolate
Easter Eggs sold each year, not one of them mentions Jesus
and the meaning of Easter on the box. Until now that is. The
Real Easter Egg is the first and only Fairtrade chocolate Easter
Egg to explain the Christian understanding of Easter on the
box. It also supports charity and development projects. The
Real Easter Egg is now in its third year of production and
200,000 have been sold so far. This year the Real Easter Egg
has a free activity pack in the box which includes the Easter
story, activity poster, free itune download and a sticker set.

Proud Partners
to the

Chipping Norton
Literary Festival

Independent Bookseller of the Year 2007

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

The Easter Story:
Christ’s Intimacy for us

Easter brings us to a
different phase in our
journey with God. As
faithful pilgrims,
throughout the period of
Lent and Holy Week, we
had time to pray and
meditate on the life,
teaching and death of
Christ. It was like a
journey that takes us
through changing scenes

and varied experiences. Pre-Easter period gave us ample
opportunity to examine our spiritual life in the light of the
sacrificial love of Jesus.

At Easter, a different scene is set for us. The disciples went
seeking for Christ. Quite traumatised by his death they did
not know what to do but to follow simple instincts. Naturally
they went to the tomb hoping, perhaps they could see his
body. This was a gruelling stage in their spiritual journey. But
as Mary unwittingly asked the man she thought was the
gardener, a new phase in her life began. The gardener, in fact
the risen Christ, called her by her name ‘Mary’. And that was
it. She found her life back, a new life indeed. Nothing could
stop her from that moment onwards. She went to her friends
and shared the story and it spread far and wide.

The Easter story is all about this intimacy of Christ with
us. The risen Christ calls each one of us by our own names.
His call is to offer us new life; the offer of a new meaning and
purpose for our lives. Having received this offer we can
continue in our journey with God, as people of faith. 

And so the Easter story begins this way, bringing clarity to
fazed and troubled minds; and it never ends. Christ continues
to call us, and as seekers we discover ourselves as Easter
People; a people who have realised the intimacy of Christ in
their lives.

With all good wishes and warm greetings,
Rev Soba Sinnathamby

Baby Poppy Lawrence spotted with a
Real Easter Egg – on sale in Chipping

Norton’s Co-operative supermarket

Box Office Assistant
The Theatre Chipping Norton is seeking a salaried box

office assistant for 35 hours a week, including some
evenings and Saturday mornings. 

Salary £13,000 p.a. full time
Commitment to customer care, computer literacy, numeracy, an eye for

detail and an interest in performing arts ideal. Confident with people, clear
telephone voice, articulate, reliable and a conscientious team player.

Applications (by brief CV and covering letter/email) by 30 April 2013.
We are also looking for casual box office staff for evening and weekend work –

hourly paid.
To apply and for information pack contact Ambereene Hitchcox,

Head of Operations 01608 649101 or email
operations@chippingnortontheatre.com
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THE ARTS

101st Chipping Norton Music Festival
This began in March as we went to press; we will be reviewing
its highlights in next month's News.

April at The Theatre
Apart from the ChipLitFest, 18-21 April which has its hub
at The Theatre and is featured in the next three pages, there
is lots happening throughout the month:

Take Part: Easter Holiday Workshops
Street Dance: for 8-
12 yrs Learn
choreography and
devise some of your
own steps for an
exciting original
performance. No past
experience necessary:
cost £47. Runs from
10am-4pm Tuesday
2nd- Wednesday 3rd

Drama:The Pirates are Coming! for 5-7 yrs Participants
will create a play through exploring mime, improvisation
and character study: cost £37 10am-1pm Thursday 4th-
Friday 5th

Musical Theatre Experience: for 5–7 year olds
A choreographer, singing tutor and musical director present
high-energy musical theatre. Participants will sing some well-
known songs, learn dance routines and perform on a
professional stage: cost £55 10am-1pm Monday 8th-
Wednesday 10th

Details fron the Box Office on 642350 or visit
www.chippingnortontheatre.com

Poppy Day: performed by the Youth Theatre

This is the first stage play by screenwriter Jim Davies (The Bill,
Casualty) and will be premiered at The Theatre with a cast of
young people aged 14-17. Written specially for the Youth
Theatre, it’s a bittersweet and often wry observation of the
relationship between youth and armed conflict. Rehearsals
started in January when the cast of seven met soldiers who
helped supplement their own research into modern conflicts
and life in the army. Emma’s Trust is supporting this
production to enable local young people to participate in such
an interesting project. The play is suitable for ages 14+.
7.30pm Monday 15 April Tickets (£5/£3) are available from
the Box Office.

April events in town and around
Art in Charlbury: Spring Exhibition and sale of paintings and
crafts by Charlbury Art Society Morris Room, the Corner
House, Charlbury 9:30am to 5pm Sat. 6 April. Entry 50p
(children free) Please see our website
www.charlburyarts.co.uk

Music in Venice: the Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts
Society The April lecture ‘Venice and her Music’ is by Janet
Canetty-Clarke a music lecturer and conductor. Music has
always played an important role in Venetian life – from church
music centred on the Basilica of St Mark's to the feverish love
of opera. Wednesday 10 April Bradwell Village Hall, Burford,
OX18 4XF Refreshments from 10.15am, the lecture begins at
11am. Non-members are very welcome (suggested donation
£8). Visit www.cotswolddfas.org or email
info@cotswolddfas.org. for more information

The Hound of the Baskervilles A
Nortonians ADS production 8pm 12
and 13 April at the Methodist
Church, Chipping Norton. Tickets
from Coca in West Street and
wegottickets.com

Hook Norton Art Society Day
Schools: ‘Angels & Unicorns’
presented by Dr Cathy Oakes on

Thursday 11 April at Hook Norton Brewery; ‘20th Century
American Painting’ presented by Alice Foster on Wednesday
24 April at Long Compton Village Hall. Admission £35 per
dayschool (includes lunch), by advance booking only, from
John Lilley, Holt Cottage, Hook Norton OX15 5NF or call
730662.

May events in town and around:
The Mikado at The Theatre; Tickets and rehearsals for
CHAOS’ production of The Mikado are going well and this
promises to be an excellent evening’s entertainment. Martin
Hannant, who has been in all three productions of CHAOS's
The Mikado, in 1975, 1996 and now 2013, told the News, ‘This
is the strongest cast so far and it is very well directed by Pat
Lake with Bernard West taking charge of the music and an
eight piece orchestra. Songs like A Wandering Minstrel, Tit
Willow and Three Little Maids are among many well know
tunes. It is great music, brilliant comedy and a very well
written show with an updated version of I’ve got a little list’
7.30pm 2, 3 and 4 May – tickets: £12.50  (Saturday 4 May 2.30
matinee £10.50) from The Theatre 642350.

Arthur Bliss's Pastoral at Deddington: The Chipping
Norton Choral Society’s next concert will feature ‘Pastoral’ by
Arthur Bliss, accompanied by the Cheltenham Chamber
Orchestra, conductor Peter Hunt. Saturday 7.30 18 May The
Church of St Peter and St Paul, Deddington Tickets £10 in
advance at Jaffé & Neale, phone 684960 or on line at
tickets@cncs.org.uk Tickets on the door £12. Under 14’s free.

Oxfordshire Artweeks 4-27 May: Chipping Norton and
North Oxfordshire artists will open their studios and
exhibition areas during its third week 18-27 May, with some
open for the entire length of ArtWeeks. Lots more
information in the May edition of the News, and the
ArtWeeks guide will be available this month from many
outlets and online at www.artweeks.org.
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In the Methodist Church. For ages 8-13. FREE. 2-3pm Sunday.
ChipLitFest in Schools: The Festival will have authors in 11
local schools and a Children’s Centre on the Friday. MP David
Cameron praised the, ‘passionate way in which the Festival
strives to include children. If we want to give children the best
chance in life, we need to help them develop the skills,
aspirations and experience to fulfil their potential and reading
is absolutely central to this.’

At The Theatre
On Stage at Chipping Norton Theatre: Downton Abbey's
Oscar-winner scriptwriter Julian Fellowes, novelist, film
director and screenwriter, will cover The Story Behind Downton
Abbey. Richard Dawkins speaks on The Magic of Reality, Silly
Songs of Shakespeare are sung and Lionel Shriver talks about
her new book Big Brother. Less-known name is Rich Peppiatt
whose act One Rogue Reporter is very topical; ‘When I publicly
resigned as a reporter from the Daily Star I never imagined I’d
end up on stage performing comedy. But then neither did I
imagine Britain’s biggest selling tabloid would close.’ His show
is partly sponsored by The Chipping Norton News, a Bronze
sponsor of the Festival. Authors will be hanging out in the
Green Room and the bar will be open all day. The Gallery
provides a quiet space for reading or writing and a book swap;
simply bring a book you've finished with, and swap it with one
from the table. The Gallery Exhibition curated especially
for the Festival is Just My Typo, from the book by Drummond
Moir: a collection of typographical errors, slips of the pen and
embarrassing misprints. 

More about ChipLitFest
For more information visit www.chiplitfest.com Booking for
all events, including free ones, is through the Theatre Box
Office in Goddards Lane – 642350 or online
www.chippingnortontheatre.com. This year's charitable
support from the Festival goes to Storybook Dads, which
enables imprisoned parents to maintain family contact by
reading books and recording stories for their children.
StoryBook Dads works in over 100 UK prisons
www.storybookdads.co.uk

A start and finish
The Festival starts with Betjeman's Best British Churches,
a guide covering more than 2,500 of the very best churches
in England, Scotland and Wales, and is presented by its author
Richard Surman, in our magnificent parish church – one of the
largest wool churches in the Cotswolds. 6pm Thursday St
Mary's Church. It all finishes with Getting Away with
Murder when Patron Mark Billingham and a panel of best-
selling crime-writers present a thrilling evening of criminally
great entertainment. 5.30pm Sunday, The Theatre. Meanwhile
ChipLitFest Historical novelist Tracy Chevalier will be talking
about her new novel The Last Runaway. 5.30pm Sunday
The Blue Boar Inn.

Some bits and chunks
ChipLitBits are bite-size one-hour workshops; learn to
structure a piece of fiction, use social media to promote your
work, get started on your poem, make money from freelance
writing and more! All at The Vintage Sports Car Club, 13 West
Street. ChipLitChunks are two-hour workshops, for just 15
students, followed by a break then 30 minutes of chat with the
tutor. Topics include Writing for Television and The Art of Self-
Publication and for poets there’s Silence and White Space
with local poet Pat Winslow. All at Jaffé & Neale Bookshop.

Events for children
Many events are free but tickets should be booked and
children must be with an adult. The enticing titles include Very
Little Red Riding Hood, the BFG and Hold the Front Page. Ask
questions of your favourite authors, and buy their signed
books. At Socktopus: you can help tell a story using
Socktopus puppets then make your own of a character in the
story, all in the carnival atmosphere of Socktopus's Bedouin
tent. Behind the Four Shires Leather & Shoes shop in New
Street. FREE 10.30am-2pm Sunday. The Joe Craig Show:
The award winning author talks about his latest thriller Jimmy
Coates: Blackout.  This should be be a hilarious, action-packed
event, with insider secrets on how to write your own stories
and an on-the-spot improvised thriller! For all aspiring thriller
writers and for those who want a dynamic, fun packed hour!

For the second year running Chipping Norton can enjoy a literary weekend in the company of well-known
authors from Downton's Julian Fellowes to Richard Dawkins. Whether it's crime, history, poetry, food, gardening,

children's favourites or tips for aspiring writers, there's something for everyone. Here's a map of all the venues in
Town and a small selection of the events followed by profiles of some of Festival participants with local ties. 

CHIPPING NORTON LITERARY FESTIVAL
www.chiplitfest.com

Festival

Feature
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MARK BILLINGHAM
The award winning creator of DI Tom Thorne wasborn in Birmingham but now has close ties toChippy. He writes in his country home in a nearbyvillage, is a familiar face in the Chequers in ChippingNorton and Jaffé & Neale where he ran aprestigious Faber Academy workshop ofcrimewriting some years ago. Writer, actor, andstand up comedian, he took over Radio 4 Extra’sSaturday morning slot last month to present hisRule Book of Crime. What makes the greats of

crime fiction so enduring? Is there some formula for creating successful detective
stories? For Mark himself the same loose way he forms an idea of his characters
feeds into the way writes the stories themselves. There’s no set plan when he sets
out: ‘It’s like driving through a fog at night. I know where I’m going to but I can
only see as far as my headlights. It will be a pretty circuitous route, I’ll take a few
wrong turns and get lost a couple of times, but I’ll get there in the end.’ He told
our reporter ’I am very much looking forward to the festival this year. It got off
to a flying start in 2012 and this year it looks even bigger and better. I shall be
hosting an event for fans of crime fiction, with three world-class and best-selling
thriller writers, to round the festival off in murderously good style. It’s great that
Chippy has this festival and that the residents are so supportive. I am confident it
will go from strength to strength.’ Mark’s latest book is Rush of Blood and his next
book The Dying Hours will be published in May. Patrick of Jaffe & Neale has just
finished it and says ‘As [DI] Thorne gets older his enemies get wiser’, a strap-line
that Mark endorses as brilliant. Mark, a Patron of this Festival, chairs a panel of
crime writers in:
Getting Away with Murder. 5.30pm Sunday 21st The Theatre.

Festival Volunteer
Everyone involved in organising Chipp
tirelessly to make the festival a succe
positions on the team. It’s all volunteers
a core planning team, plus voluntee
fundraisers. The Festival was in March a f
Oxfordshire. Marketing Manager  Cecile
an amazing team of volunteers who tw
about the festival line up for 2013, and
work is have a real effect on our busine

The Festival needs more than 60 vo
sensible heads to direct parking, smilin
savvy sorts to help with directions, atten
our authors have their every whim cate
umbrella-holders and cake-makers. And 
By giving a few hours to support the f
people to enjoy books (writing or read
literature which simply aren't available 
‘we’ll look after you while you’re with u
a goody-bag survival kit, with everythi
extraordinaire. And finally, we’ll give yo
events. If you want to help email vo
information about what your skills a
www.chiplitfest.com

CLARE MACKINTOSH
‘When we were planning the first ever Chipping

Norton Literary Festival last year I didn't want to

commit to an annual event but when I stood in the

town centre on the Saturday morning of the Festival

and saw the buzz in town, I was in no doubt we would

soon be planning 2013.

This year's programme is a real belter and not just

because of the big names. We've got some really quirky

events, like the Extreme Travel panel or the Does

Spelling Matter? discussion and it's spread across four

days to help people get to as much as possible. We listened to last year's feedback

and acted on it: that's why we've included longer, more in-depth workshops as well

as our hour-long sessions. No doubt there will be unexpected challenges in the

weeks before the festival and during it but secretly I look forward to those! Perhaps

it's my time in the police or just an innate love of drama but I love the adrenalin

rush which comes with having to think on your feet!’

Clare has lived in Chippy for seven years. When not organising the

ChipLitFest, she works as a freelance writer and social media consultant writing

monthly for Cotswold Life and other publications under the name Emily Carlisle.

Presently writing her first novel, a psychological suspense, she told the News that

working for the Festival has helped enormously; being in contact with authors,

publishers and agents has helped her to learn so much about the industry.

Clare has three young children and last year her parenting blog More Than

Just a Mother won the award for Best Writer in the UK's largest blog awards.

Clare is the Artistic Director of The Chipping Norton Literary Festival
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RICHARD DAWKINS
This author is an eminent evolutionary

biologist and ethologist, studying animal

behaviour but he remains best-known,

perhaps, for his criticism of creationism and

his atheism.
He has close ties to the Chippy area.

His father, John (1915-2010), inherited Over

Norton Park from a distant cousin,

members of the family having owned the

park since the 1720s. Richard described his

father’s inheritance in typically down-to-earth fashion: ‘Cousin Hereward

Dawkins, casting around the family tree for a male heir, could find none closer

than my father, whom he had never met and who had never heard of him.’ John

turned the estate into a commercial farm, transforming the main house into

flats and automating the park’s milk production system. Richard is still a

shareholder and director of the Park business. He will be talking about his first

book aimed at a family readership, entitled The Magic of Reality: How we know

what’s really true, which is intended to show people that the real world has a

magic of its own. Questions posed by the book include, ‘What is stuff made

of?’, ‘How old is the universe?’ and ‘What causes tsunamis?’ In 2006 e set up

the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science

(www.richarddawkins.net), is the author of several books, including The Selfish

Gene, and can be found on Twitter at @RichardDawkins.

The Magic of Reality 10am Sunday 21st The Theatre
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DOMINIC SANDBROOKA historian, writer and broadcaster who hasbeen a Chippy resident for the last seven years.He was relatively unknown until he fronted thedocumentary series ‘The 70s’ in early 2012based on his two books about the decade ‘Stateof Emergency’ and ‘Seasons in the Sun’. Theseare both significant records of this turbulentperiod, being full of detailed insight into thetroubled Heath years and the power strugglewith the unions and the very close elections in1974 where Heath unsuccessfully ‘flirted’ with Jeremy Thorpe’s Liberals to
form a coalition and see off the Tories (any recent parallels anyone?) while
finally capitulating to an apparently resurgent Wilson. Throughout these two
books Sandbrook keeps you enthralled with anecdotes from the time and an
engaging writing style – your Chippy News correspondent has read State of
Emergency and is embarking on Seasons in the Sun and being in his 40s has
found these books the fuel of reminiscence for a transitional decade in his
own life let alone the nation’s. Dominic told the News that he thinks Chipping
Norton is a perfect place for a festival like this, being full of book-lovers. The
first time he and his wife came to Chippy house-hunting they wandered into
Patrick and Polly's bookshop and immediately knew this was the place for
them. Dominic is excited about chairing Living Memory with historians
Richard Davenport-Hines and Clive Aslet in which they'll be talking about
writing books whose subject is the very recent past – the twentieth century.
Richard Davenport-Hines has recently published books on the Titanic and the
Profumo scandal, while Clive Aslet has written the history of a village through
its war memorial.
Living Memory 11.30-12.30pm Saturday 20th Crown & Cushion
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Indoor Bowls Club
Chipping Norton Indoor Bowls Club celebrated their 25th
Anniversary with an invitation to the Oxfordshire Indoor
Bowling Associations to play mixed rinks with a side including
many players who had joined back in 1987. After

commemorative photos, Association Presidents Ron Havard
and Ann Brown, and Chipping Norton’s Tony Backer-Holst
and Roberta Jarvie introduced the players. The game was
played in the true spirit of bowls watched by visitors and
players past and present. After a closely fought match
Chipping Norton were delighted to win 79-68. With
friendships renewed and formed, the day ended with an
enjoyable meal, speeches, presentations and stories back over
25 years. 

The Club has recently been attracting more members of
all ages, especially younger ones and beginners. Coaching
sessions are run every Monday morning indoors, which helps
introduce new blood to bowling in this friendly Club. Anyone
interested should contact Roberta Jarvie on  643556.

Football
Chad Whites U11 Football

The U11 football team were thrilled to be presented by the
Mayor with Highly Commended Team Award at the Town
Sports Awards – tremendous recognition for demonstrating
great team qualities. Most of the squad were able to attend
the Evening. The full team is: Rory Akers, Jonah Anthony,
Michael Evans, Jake Gourley, Oscar Hlustik, Ryan Hurley,
James McCormack, James Mincer, Bailey Mitchell, William
Parsons, Max Sauvagnargues, Isaac Scantlebury, Sam Tailby,
Miles Taylor, James Watson, Fraser Wilson.

Old Boys Football
Sadly Chippy Old Boys have folded due to lack of local players and
backroom team. Thanks for all support over the years. Maybe if
the new clubhouse comes off there'll be some new 'oldies'!

Jon Daly

Roller Hockey
With the season beginning, the children have elected Captains
Harvey Lewis, Devon Shadbolt and Jodie Gardner and
Assistants, Paris Shadbolt, Cameron Davidson-Wright and
Ellie Lewis. Team members and parents attended the Sports
Awards in February and had a fabulous time. Highly
Commended awards went to George Lewis and Ryan
Shadbolt for commitment to coaching, Brett Massey for
courageous net-minding, and the whole team for great
teamship. Devon Shadbolt was U11 Sportsperson of the Year.
Also junior member Rory Shadbolt won the Oxfordshire
Youth Sports Award for dedication to Roller Hockey and for
overcoming disabilities and inspiring others. Thank you Town
Council for a great event. To find out more call Lou Murphy
644091 or Tracey Shadbolt 645563

Higher Energy Trampoline Club
Over 180 clubs
travelled to
Southampton for the
Regional Trampoline
Competition. HETC
entered seven young
performers; the
youngest Jade
Hopkins (pictured)
aged 9. On a
successful day David
Bunyan (19) took
Bronze in the O15
grade G , Sophie Gregory (11) sixth out of 30 and qualifying
U13 grade F. Catherine Luxton (14), Jenny Bray (11) and Jade
Hopkins (9) produced exceptional compulsory routines, but
nerves on the day meant points were lost during their
voluntary routines and they missed grade F qualifying. 

Congratulations to Amy Rappaport who reached
Academy standard. She now competes for the City of Oxford
Trampoline Academy with Rohanna Lathar and Kitty Write.
Thanks to all coaches, officials and parents who helped on the
day. For more information please call 07891 419793 or email
the Club via higher-energy@hotmail.co.uk

Fiona Middleton
New cricket season
Chipping Norton Cricket Club needs adult players for both
Saturday 1st and 2nd teams and Sunday fixtures throughout the
season. Nets are on Thursday evenings at Sibford School
between 8.30 and 9.30pm. Contact 07795 100952 for details.

The Junior Cricket Club welcomes girls and boys of all
ages and abilities for fun and friendly practice. There are
matches for under 11, 13 and 15 age groups, and kwik cricket
tournaments for younger children. There will be three fully
qualified level 2 coaches and three level 1 coaches. Indoor
nets are well underway, so contact Ian Widdows on 07795
100952. 

Volunteers and help needed! After revamping the pavilion
last year (thanks to everyone) the Natwest Cricket Force is

Photo: Patrick Hurley

Seymour Mincer

Photo: Sandra Thurgood
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in action this year on 6 & 7 April,  preparing the pitch for the
new season and making our facilities more welcoming. All
helpers that weekend get an official Natwest Cricket Force T-
shirt. Volunteers are also wanted for various roles, from
umpiring to fundraising. Any support much appreciated.

Ian Widdows
Sports awards for the Golf Club 

At the Town Sports Awards in February all our nominated
Juniors received awards from the Mayor, with the Junior Team
receiving an ‘Outstanding Achievement Award’ for winning the
BB&O Oxford Junior Golf League for the 4th year. Philip Fritze
& Camilla Hancock also received ‘Outstanding Achievement
Awards’ as a result of their ‘Most Improved Players’
performances during 2012. Junior Captain, Will Preece can

now add the title of Chipping Norton’s under 17 Sports
Person of the Year after topping the Leaderboard with -2 or
better scores in Club Competitions at Chippy during 2012. 

Will Preece is supporting Daisy’s
Fund through his Junior Captain’s
Charity with a number of
Fundraising Events at the Club.
Nine-year-old Daisy Pashley
received the Olympic Legacy
Award for Athletics. She lost her
lower legs and arms through
Meningitis, and, inspired by the
Blade Runners at the Paralympics,
Daisy’s family have set up a Trust to
fund specialist running blades and
associated equipment to enable
Daisy to achieve her ambition of
competing as a Paralympic.

Marius Harte

Top School to American Football
Former CNS pupil Grant Phillips
Tebb is leading the Plymouth
University American Football
team, the ‘Blitz’. In his fourth
season Grant has not missed a
game and is the starting quarter
back, controlling the team’s
‘offense’. He is considering playing
for Oxford Saints this summer in
the British American Football
Association competition. He is
President of the University Club
and was recently invited to GB
university team trials. Blitz play an
eight game regular season from
October to February with a
regular winning record  in the
South West Atlantic conference of
the British Universities and Colleges national competition. In
2012 Blitz reached the post-season play-off before losing to
Bath Killer Bees. 

Sport in Brief
Rugby: The 1st XV have now slipped out of the promotion
spot.

Football Men’s: The 1st XI are third in their league, 2 points
off the leaders.

Football Youths: Chippy Swifts U15 are second with three
games left. Any of the top three could win. Chad Whites U11
are fifth.

Horse Racing: Charlie Longsdon has had 46 winners from
329 runners. Only two winners since the last News.

Motor Racing: Sean Walkinshaw had a recent 6th place
finish. Brother Fergus was featured on TV, as a young racing
team manager. Alice Powell had some bad luck in India,
finishing fifth for the season after starting third. She was part
of a British Trade Delegation to India, (led by the Prime
Minister) and was on Sky Sports News promoting Women in
sport for International Women's Day.

Graham Beacham

George Kay, Camilla Hancock & Harriet Hancock receive the
Junior Team award

Will Preece and
Daisy Pashley

Get into Golf
at Tadmarton Heath 

April 13th 2013 10.30am until 4pm

For more information about our club please visit our
new website at www.tadmartongolf.com 

“A course for the connoisseur who appreciates
traditional golfing challenges”

• All are welcome - Golfers, beginners and everyone in
between.

• Start your day with a bacon roll with coffee/tea in our
comfortable ‘farmhouse’ clubhouse, or perhaps on the
outside terrace enjoying the fabulous views.

• Established golfers can play 9 selected  holes (to be
booked  in advance)

• Free ‘Taster lessons’ for all on our impressive practice
facilities under the guidance of our resident
professional, John Stubbs and his team (advance
booking advisable)

Juniors golf activities         Putting competition. 
• Unbelievable membership offers and further coaching

deals available on the day.
• Entry fee £5.00 incl.  (accompanied, under 18’s – free)

Call 01608 738091 to register. 
All those who register are entered into a prize draw. Winner
gets 2 months free membership in the appropriate category

(Mens, Ladies, Juniors). T’s and C’s apply.

~~
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An inspiration to those with MS
On Saturday 2
March members of
West Oxfordshire
Branch of the MS
Society attended an
event organised by
Oxford University
explaining their
research into MS.
The day was very
useful and
interesting even if
some of it was a

little tricky to understand! Several young people with MS
were nominated for the University’s Inspiration award
including Jo Hardiman, who lives in Chipping Norton and
received a trophy and a bouquet. This honour was for her
work setting up and running MSsy a young person’s MS group
in the Oxford area. Please contact Jo on
mssy.oxfordshire@gmail.com to find out more.

Forthcoming branch events are: Social at Burwell Hall in
Witney on 18 May; our summer lunch in Witney on 20 June
and the Chippy street collection on Saturday 13 July. Our
special 60th anniversary event will be a family fun day at
Cotswold Wildlife Park on 20 July.

Don’t forget our special relationship with the local CAB.
Please contact them on 646990 if you are affected by MS, live
in West Oxfordshire and have any worries especially
regarding benefit claims. 

If you would like to join our dedicated group of
volunteers, offering whatever hours suit you, to help those
affected by this condition then please contact me (645988
ptr.branson@gmail.com) Website www.mssociety.org.uk
Local helpline: 01865 884124, national helpline: 0808 800 8000

Peter Branson 

Forward Planning at CNWI
At the annual meeting of Chipping Norton Women’s Institute
on 13 March, a review of the past year took place and plans
for the 2013-14 programme were made. Two members will
attend the Annual Council meeting of Oxfordshire Federation
of WIs on 26 March and several more are going to the
Norton group’s gathering on 24 April. We commence our
evening sessions on 10 April when we hope that Andrew Hall
of ‘Philosophy of Hair’ will give us advice on the health and
care of our hairstyles. Visitors and new members are always
welcome to join us in the Lower Town Hall at 7.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Tories appoint new Chairman
We had a very positive AGM and appointed Richard Anning as
the new Chairman along with an active committee which is
looking forward to a range of activities in the coming 12
months. Please visit www.chippytories.org for details of future
plans or if you wish to contact Richard. 

I was pleased to report at the AGM that we had on
average of at least 25 for our monthly lunch meetings. At the
next on Thursday 14 April, at The Blue Boar, Town Councillor
Mike Tysoe will give us an insight into the mysteries of Ship
Broking. This will be a non-political meeting and give everyone
a chance to socialise and do our best to put the world to

rights. If you would like to come along please ring Richard
Benfield on 645793 or Richard Anning on 641151.

Mike Howes

Scouting news
Beavers: The Beavers have been busy making bird feeders
with lard and bird seed, and were delighted to take them
home for the birds in their gardens. They are also going to
make puppets and do exciting activities leading up to Easter.

Cubs: The Cubs have had a very varied programme including
a game that taught them about different faiths from their own.
They have also, using glass paints, produced some lovely tea
light holders out of jam jars for Mother’s Day. Creativity will
be tested in ‘The Great Egg Race’ which is a district challenge
for Cubs to make a simple cart to transport an egg. Winners
will go through to the county scrapheap challenge!

Scouts: The Scouts took part in a very successful District
Winter Camp at the beginning of March, attended by about
100 youngsters from the area. They prepared and cooked wild
animals on fires and had a Beach Party – in sunny Banbury, with
a surfboard, sandcastle building competition, beach volleyball
and BBQ! The lighter evenings will allow them to pursue more
of the great outdoor activities that Scouts so enjoy!

For more information on Scouting opportunities locally,
please contact Ian Bushrod 07831 127120.

Helen Harris

Amnesty support for Human Rights
At the last meeting of Chipping Norton Group of Amnesty
International members were upset to hear of the negative
reaction of some Town Councillors and residents to a request
for a prayer room for Muslims in Chipping Norton. Here is an
extract from the letter we sent to Cllr Hasan to show our
support for it. ‘The Chipping Norton Group of Amnesty
International was profoundly shocked at the actions and
attitudes of local residents who have opposed your proposal
to establish a Prayer Room in Hitchman Mews. We support
and promote the United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights. Article One of the Declaration reads: All human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.’ We sent copies of our

Hitchmans Mews, 2 West Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AA
01608 643139

Wonderful in-salon treatments and a full range of
REDKEN and PUREOLOGY home hair products

For more information, opening times, special offers etc. please find
us on Facebook or visit our website www.rjhair.com

We are a REDKEN and
PUREOLOGY Salon

offering Fantastic Cuts
and Amazing Colours
including the stunning

new CHROMATICS
ammonia-free colours

Please like our page
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letter to the Town Council, WODC and our Prime Minister
who was the only one to reply and agrees with us; as
evidenced in his statement in last month's News. Amnesty
International is synonymous with Human Rights, and this
starts right here in our own Town.

Next meeting: 7.30pm Thursday 11 April Lower Town
Hall. Contact Priscilla Peace 01451 830459 for details.

Kaye Freeman

The Economics of Happiness
Transition Chipping Norton will be showing The Economics of
Happiness, an inspirational and moving film that demonstrates
many of the ideas on which the Transition movement is
based. The screening will take place in the Barn at the
Chequers 8pm on Monday 8 April with discussion
afterwards. We plan regular film showings related to
Transition on the second Monday of each month.

Ben Vanheems 07963 271517

Folk Club at the Music Festival
Folk Club in March decamps from its usual Blue Boar venue
to the Town Hall for the Folk Class of Chipping Norton Music
Festival. It's hard to believe that it's 10 years since the Club
was first encouraged to participate by then Festival
Committee Member – and whistle player, pipes player and
potter extraordinaire – Liz Teal. There have been hugely
enjoyable evenings over the years with marvellous
adjudicators from the professional folk world and with folk
music enthusiasts attending from a wide geographical area.
Full report in next month’s News.

April's Folk Club will be back at The Blue Boar on the 8th,
from 8pm, when the theme will be ‘The Law’. Now is a good

time to start researching those songs of justice/injustice,
public hangings, prisons, loveable bobbies and rogues, etc! Just
£1 on the door: Sing, play, recite or just listen.
www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

Moonwatch with CNAAG

The Spring Equinox on 20 March may herald warmer times
but the seasoned Chippy astronomer prepares for later nights
as the days become longer. March saw several good clear
nights with attention turned towards Comet Pannstars, the
planet Jupiter and the wonders of the Orion nebulae. Our
Spring Moonwatch public event is on Sunday the 14 April at
the Rollright Stones from 1pm, weather permitting, and our
collaboration with the Department of Astrophysics continues;
guest speaker in The Fox on Monday 15 April being Oxford
astrophysicist Dr Leigh Fletcher. Chipping Norton School’s
exciting telescope building project school sees five telescopes
almost ready to be tried out. The autumn and winter saw CN
Amateur Astronomy Group cover 28 private and public
events – hard work but loads of fun. On the 20 April we have
been invited once again by the National Trust to take
telescopes down to Stonehenge. CNAAG is a nationally
recognised astronomical group for everyone interested in
space, stars and the Universe. Regardless of whether you have
a casual or obsessive interest in astronomy come along to any
of our meetings – details on www.cnaag.com. No experience,
equipment or prior knowledge required – all we need is your
enthusiasm, the Universe will do the rest.

Robin Smitten

CNAAG member Doug Wells from Bicester at Brailes school

Pen Greenwood 642296

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal
service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *
* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ
Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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Chiping Norton Rotary
Race Night: A great
fun night was shared
by all in an almost full
New Beaconsfield
Hall towards the end
of February. The
betting (donations)
were brisk and raised
£1000 each for
Katharine House
Hospice and the
Oxford Centre for
Enablement plus a
further £200 (10% of

the take) to Rotary Foundation – one of the biggest
worldwide charities which does massive good. Punters
enjoyed a mid-evening meal of lasagne and the contents were
something you could rely on, not something you could bet on!

Speakers galore: February has been a fun month with
speakers talking on being a Police Special, modern dairy
farming, working on a steam trawler in the 1950s and on
directing the Clergy Revue for 30 years to help CAFOD raise
a large amount of money. The opportunity to learn interesting
things is a side-benefit of being a member of Rotary. To find
out more, please contact Simon Hamilton via our website
www.chippingnortontrotary.org.uk. 

Music Festival in March: This began with a highly successful
Rotary Youth Jazz Band Challenge and ended with the
presentation of the Rotary Cup for the best young musician
on the final night. Full reports next month. 

Polio update: Only two cases of polio have been reported
up to the end of February – both in Pakistan – compared with
14 in the same period last year. However, do continue to
support Rotary’s campaign – it has taken 28 years to achieve
this, and not to finish will be to unleash the polio dragon and
condemn countless children to death or to a crippled
existenc. This last push will be the hardest  as the world tries
to eradicate the disease in Nigeria, Pakistan and Afghanistan –
the most challenged countries in the world.

Simon Hamilton

Chippy Ramblers go exotic
It’s not often that we catch glimpses of zebras, camels and
penguins on our local walks! But we started off this month
walking past the farm where animals are kept and trained for
films and TV. Then we admired much more English
surroundings in the grounds of Heythrop Park, with
magnificent trees and a woodland stream. For two of our
members it was a chance to reminisce about their
connections with the estate before it became a health resort
and golf venue. You never know where you will end up if you
walk with us! Meet at the New Street car park at 2pm on the
first Sunday of the month. Details from Liz on 641222.

Jenny Harrington

Railway Club remembers old friends
At the meeting on 5 March we welcomed the return of our
old friend from Coventry; Chris Youett, with Part 3 of South
Wales in the 1960s. As usual he was accompanied by his friend
Dave. This couple are a real comedy act with good slides and
plenty of informative chatter. 

On opening the meeting the Chairman had the sad task
of announcing the recent deaths of Michael Lainchbury and
Terry Watson. They were longstanding members of the club;
both interesting characters and will be sorely missed. The club
was well represented at their funerals. During the meeting we
were also told of the recent death of a former member, Don
Fletcher. Don worked on the railways, a signalman for many
years and a keen member until ill health intervened. However,
we did welcome a new member, Andy Bailey and our
membership is pretty strong, between 55 and 60, including
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several women and three enthusiastic young lads. March is the
anniversary month of the start of CNRC and next year we
will celebrate 40 years with a flourish. 

We look forward to our outing on 12 May, to the
Llangollen Railway. Many members followed its progress on
the BBC2 programme in January. We last visited in 1994, time
to revisit this delightful standard gauge preserved line. As
usual it is open to members and friends of the Club. 

Next month on 2 April we welcome a new speaker,
Richard Furness, with a talk on ‘The History of Railway Posters’.
Do come along and meet us, new members and visitors are
always treated to a friendly welcome, with free tea/coffee and
biscuits. We meet at 7.30 in the Lower Town Hall.

Estelle Brain 641586

Allotment help for Guides?
Chipping Norton Brownies and Guides have places for girls
between 7 and 13 years. To apply for a place a parent now
needs to register online via www.girlguiding.org.uk and you
will then be contacted by the appropriate leader.

We are a thriving group in Chippy and we are always
looking for lively adults to come and help at our sessions. If
you think that you may be interested please contact Alison on
644480 or Tracey on 645563.

We have an allotment and the girls get a lot of enjoyment
being outdoors, growing vegetables which they can then
cook! We are desperate for a petrol lawn mower as we
cannot cut the grass and will lose the allotment if it is not tidy.
Also we need top soil for filling up our raised beds, if you feel
that you could help us in anyway though time or equipment
we would be very, very grateful as we love our allotment!

Tracey Shadbolt 

Single File gets out & about
One item on our list of events was a visit to Kempsford
Manor in Gloucestershire to see the snowdrops. We enjoyed
wandering around the garden and then – perhaps even more!
– enjoyed a home-made tea in front of a log fire in the Library.
We have also visited the Cotswold Woollen Weavers museum
at Filkins, the Bodleian Library in Oxford, the Banbury Folk
Club, heard a Fleetwood Mac Tribute band at Chippy Theatre,
been for a couple of walks, had a delicious lunch at a
member’s house and dined at two Oxfordshire pubs – and

more! Something for every taste!
Single File is a social group based in Chippy for single

people between 50 and 70 (including widowed, separated or
divorced). We are not a dating agency, just a group of people
who enjoy going out together with a full programme of events
every month. Many members have a professional or business
background but all are welcome.

We hold a fortnightly pub evening at which new people
can come and meet us. The next ones will be on Friday 29
March and 12 & 26 April. If you are interested, phone our
enquiries line on 077655 98518 or email
enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk. New members are always
welcome.

Green Gym at a new site

We have started working at Evenlode where the community
has planted saplings to extend a wooded area but now needs
help to keep the tiny trees free of weeds. We had a successful
session, despite snow on the ground, but that made it difficult
to spot the snowdrops which we were anxious not to
trample! Let’s hope our next session there will be in easier
conditions. We have also continued to work at the Millennium
Wood at Kingham and at the Hook Norton nature reserve
where our efforts are really making a difference: there is now
much less scrub and so more room for flowers and
butterflies. Next month we shall be back in Chippy.

Now that spring is in the air and you would like to help
improve the local environment, think about joining us! There
are jobs for all ages and abilities. We meet weekly on either
Wednesday or Thursday morning. There’s no joining fee and
lifts may be available. Visit our website:
www.chippygreengym.org, phone me on 643269 or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington

West Oxfordshire WI go dancing
We held our first AGM on 18 March, before hearing how to
detox our bodies the natural way. We all vowed to give it a go,
as we sat there sipping our wine... On Monday 15 April we'll
be tripping the light fantastic, with a dance lesson based
around a West End show tune! Don't miss this session, which
is guaranteed to be huge fun and a great work-out, to boot. 
West Oxfordshire WI meets at 7.30pm on the third Monday
of the month at St Mary's Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton.
Annual membership costs just £33 and includes all our
fantastic speakers. Coming up later this year: first aid, self-
defence, cake decorating, and crafts. We are an enterprising,
sociable WI, and we'd love you to join us! For more
information look at www.westoxfordshirewi.co.uk or call
646830.
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Leading sailmaker visits town
More than 60 members of the Chipping Norton Yacht Club
attended a dinner and talk by one of Europe’s leading
sailmakers on Wednesday 27 February. 

Chris Jeckells, the
Managing Director of
Jeckells Sails of Norfolk, is
the seventh generation to
lead this historic and
successful east coast
company. Mr Jeckells
outlined the history of the
company and contrasted
that with the high-
technology process that is
sail making today. As well

as explaining the high precision computer-controlled process
he outlined the properties of the different material used in
sail manufacture and gave members really useful tips on how
to trim sails to get the best performance and drive. 

Annie Wheatley of Icomb near Stow-on-the-Wold in
Gloucestershire successfully answered all the questions
in a light-hearted quiz at the end of the evening and won
a new Jeckells sailing jacket. ‘Just what I need’ said Annie,
‘unless we have a heatwave this summer, which seems
very unlikely!’

Our 27 March meeting looks like being a winner. The talk
is entitled Rum, Sodomy and the Lash and is all about naval
medicine in the days of sail. The speaker is Martin Thomas a
recently retired surgeon and former Commodore of the
Ocean Cruising Club. He covers everything from scurvy to

amputations at sea without anaesthetic. Ouch! April’s meeting
is on the 24th. All meetings are members only, For details of
membership please visit our website: www. cnyc.co.uk

Trevor Taylor

The Lions take heart
Chiping Norton Lions have committed to buying two
Automated External Defibrillators (AED) to be kept in the
Market Place. Defibrillators have saved many lives threatened
by Cardiac Arrest but the original version had to be operated
by a trained professional. AEDs have recently appeared in
airplanes, railway stations, leisure centres and department
stores as they have become simpler to operate. They are even
finding their way into villages and towns as they can now be
used by untrained members of the public although we are
going to hold awareness courses. Community Heartbeat
Trust, which is getting the Defibrillators for us, will give the
first course, after which the Lions will take over. These free
courses will give a brief explanation for the non-medical
operator and confidence to use it if needed, although the
machine itself guides you through the procedure. Further
information can be obtained from any Lion or visit
www.communityheartbeat.org.uk 

Our Easter Eggs are now in the shops and public houses.
Please look out for them as all profit made from them will
help pay for the Defibrillators. With all this going on, as usual,
we need more Lions so if there is anyone who would like to
join please contact any Lion who will bring you to a meeting.
We meet at The Chequers on the first Tuesday of the month
and if necessary we meet on the 4th Tuesday at various places.

Liz Nason

Chris Jeckells pictured with quiz
winner Annie Wheatley
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and Rotary charities. Book with John Shapley 642478 or Val
Clark 01451 830684 before 12 April.
What is Rotary? Evening event at the Randolph Hotel 17
April to explain to the public and prospective members the
facts about Rotary. £12 inc buffet. Transport available details
from Graham More 01451 810 413. Everyone welcome.

Horticultural Association see snowdrops
Sue Burn from Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre made
a return visit to us in February. She showed slides of the
recent improvements and the facilities for visitors in the
garden centre, cafe and the entrance to the Arboretum. Sue
also reminded us that there is something of interest in the
arboretum at all times of year.

Members and friends (some pictured) travelled on a cold
February Saturday to Colebourne, Gloucestershire to see the
snowdrops and other early spring flowers set in woodlands
around the house and on the banks near the blue lake. The
little church, nestled in a hollow near the house, welcomed
visitors with their bells, rung by a group from Cheltenham. 

April will see the return visit of Rob and Diane Cole from
Feckenham, on Wednesday 17th at 7.30 pm in the Chipping
Norton Methodist Church Hall. The spring garden will be
their subject, which will be our last evening meeting of the
winter season. Rob and Diane brought their plants for sale
and answered questions at the summer festival two years ago.

There are places still available on our summer trips.
Details from Dr Bruce Parker 642822 or Club secretary
Eileen Forse 643275. 

History Society join the Home Guard
Dear Members and Friends, This is just a reminder that our
next meeting will be on April 8 at 7.30 pm in the Methodist
Hall. A talk on the Home Guard will be given by Ray Sturdy.
We welcome new members and visitors. By this date the
Museum will be open. If you can spare an hour or two to help
visitors, please see Alan or Pauline at the meeting. 

Liz Whitaker

New Art Group
After a good response to the advert for a new Art Group in
the Town, we have had our first meeting where we enjoyed
some good company, and chat over coffee, and oh yes, some
artwork too. Although under the Highlands umbrella. We
meet at the new Glyme Hall, which has more space. Everyone
is welcome at the moment we meet daytime, fortnightly
10.30am-12.30pm on Thursdays. The next meeting is on 4
April. For more information contact Jan Wilkinson on 730268.

Kingham and Daylesford Rotary
Peace through suffering? Médecins Sans Frontiè res (MSF),
Doctors Without Borders, has been setting up emergency
medical aid missions around the world since 1971. Oxford-
based Karen Abbs, an MSF mental health specialist, will
describe front line work in Syria, South Sudan and Mali. To join
us on Monday 8 April at 6pm at The Mill House, Kingham,
contact Kay Shortland 01993 832300. There is no charge for
the meeting, but you can join club members and Karen Abbs
later for dinner if you wish at £12.50 for 2 courses. 

Annual Duck Race: on Easter Monday, 1 April at the Mill
House Hotel, Kingham. Gates open 11.30am – races start at
12 noon. Sponsor a duck and maybe win £110. Refreshments
include a hog roast. Advance tickets from Kingham Village
Stores, The Mill House Hotel, or on site on the day. Proceeds
to The Meningitis Trust and Rotary charities.

Charity Bridge Drive: on Friday 19 April in Broadwell
Village Hall. Registration at 10.30am, play 11am-3pm approx.
£15 entry includes arrival coffee and biscuits, two-course
lunch and wine. Proceeds will go to a local wheelchair appeal

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

Sue would
like to

welcome
Wendy &

Nikki
to her new

Salon

Easy access ground floor salon
Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens

St Mary’s Church
Chipping Norton 

Tickets £20 from The Theatre (642350), Jaffe &
Neale (641033), The Chequers (644717) and

The Church Office (646202)

Saturday 25 May
7.30pm 

In aid of The Friends of St Mary’s Church 
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St Mary’s Primary
Sports Award: On 21 February, Daisy Pashley and her family
attended the Chipping Norton Town Council Sports Awards,
having been nominated for the Olympic Legacy Award by Ms
Smales. Daisy received a well-deserved Gold Olympic Legacy
Award for all her effort over the past year in running and
swimming – see front page picture. She had been inspired by
the Paralympics.

World Book Day: From Harry Potter to Cat in the Hat, the
children’s imagination has run riot! Characters from all around
the globe appeared at St Mary’s to celebrate World Book Day.
Book marks and book reviews were created by all children and
the day ended with a successful book swap, so successful in
fact, that we are hoping to make this a regular event.

New Staff: We are pleased to welcome three new Teaching
Assistants at St Mary’s: Daniel Lawson, who is currently
studying for a maths degree and hopes to become a teacher
one day; Lucy Edwards, who has been a parent helper at St
Mary’s since moving to Chippy three years ago and is now
working with the year 3 & 4 groups in the afternoons; Alison
Burman, who has been part of St Mary's School for eleven
years as a parent, volunteer, member of ‘The Friends’ and now
works with the Years 3 & 4.

Auditions for Cbeebies: Four of our children, Maise Frater,
Charlie Hill, Charlie Weaver and Hannah Burman were asked

to audition for the Cbeebies show Grandpa in my Pocket in
Cardiff. Charlie Weaver reports: We took it in turns to go up to
the audition room where we gave our name, answered some
questions and got to say the famous line from the show ‘Not
the shrinking cap Grandpa!’. It was very exciting and a great
experience. We don't know when they will tell us if we got in
or not, but we hope they will very soon. 

Greek topic: Martha and Bettina report: During Term 3 we
were learning about the ancient Greeks and we did lots of
activities like Greek Olympics and food tasting. We all had to
find something Greek to wear for our Greek day. Everybody
looked fantastic and tried their hardest to look Greek! We
learnt that the Greeks had a very strange life-style compared
to us and they did lots of peculiar things and also dressed
differently. We also learnt lots of facts which help with our
history.

Name the Gritter Competition:
Olly Weaver and Zac Simms report: We
won the ‘Name the Gritter’
competition organised by the County

Council. We
went to the
depot to see
the gritters that
we named. Olly
called his Salty
and Zak called his The Ice King. We got a goodie bag and got
to ride in a gritter. It was fun.

Art Week: During Art Week each class studied a different
country and created art work from that country. Year 3 & 4’s
country was India and they created Tiger collages and
decorated their hands with henna patterns. The patterns were
lovely and stayed for a very very long time. Fact: Did you
know that Henna has saliva in it? Examples of art styles from
all around the world decorated our rooms. The children
created art work to be proud of and we all enjoyed looking
at it.

Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE

Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain

and throughout Europe.
Experienced and helpful staff. Specialist to the antique trade.

Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600
www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk

“Moving people with care”
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Holy Trinity Primary
Mother’s Day Assembly: On 8 March we had a great
Foundation Stage Mother’s Day assembly with pictures of
Mum and songs with actions. The assembly ended with all
Mums being given a daffodil by their child and the opportunity
for a cup of tea, a chat and a cuddle with their child.

World Book Day: What a sight on arrival at school on 7
March! Children dressed up as a character from their
favourite book, the characters included Cinderella, Where’s
Wally, Tin Tin, Snow White, Harry
Potter, Puss in Boots, Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory, to name
but a few. The teachers dressed up
as Prince Charming, the Cat in the
Hat, Goldilocks and Dorothy from

the Wizard of Oz
and many more.
Assembly was very
exciting indeed as
Prince Charming
(aka Mrs Jenkins!)
requested a parade
in order to search
for Cinderella.

Fortunately, in the end, four princesses were found who fit the
glass slipper. Well done children (and parents!) for some
wonderful costumes.

Lenten Mass: The whole school took part in a Lenten mass
after half term as the start of Lent was in half term. The
children had prepared for the mass and there was a real sense
of reverence and worship. Father Paul who led the mass
commented on the quality of the readings and the singing. 

Football and Rugby coaching: Coaches from the New
York Red Bulls soccer club and London Red Bulls Rugby club
visited us in February. Key Stage Two children had lots of fun
practising their football and tag rugby skills. Year 3 girls
commented, ‘The tag rugby match was really fun! We scored
lots of tries and grabbed lots of tags’.

Choir: On 19 February the KS1 choir did a lovely
performance of ‘Sing a Rainbow’ and ‘The animals went in two
by two’ for the parents. There was some beautiful singing –
with some soloists too!

Parent Forum on Maths: On 28 February we held a parent
forum on maths calculation. The hands-on session was helpful,
informative and fun, as well as being an opportunity to ask any
questions and chat to the staff about how Maths is taught.

Year 1 Dance Workshops: Year 1 children were treated to
two thoroughly enjoyable dance sessions this month. The first
was ‘Dinosaur Stomp’ which was organised by the partnership
and led by six Year 5 pupils. The second was ‘Commotion in
the Ocean’ led by the Chipping Norton School dance leaders.
The children had great fun pretending to be various different
creatures!

Name the Gritter: Well done
to Aidan Hughes in Year 6 and
Lewis Pretorius in Year 2
(pictured left) who won the
‘Name the Gritter’ competition
run by Highways and Transport
agencies at Chipping Norton and
Deddington. The new gritters are
called Hercules and Buster! 

Assemblies: The Year 4 class
assembly was a fabulous mix of
dance, drama, singing and music all

about Australia. The children performed a story called
‘Wombat goes Walkabout’ and sang a song about a
kookaburra. They even played a didgeridoo and did a hunting
dance! This was a brilliant end to the topic work which was
all about Aboriginal Australia.

On 7 February our school was visited by the very
exciting Wychwood School of Rock who had children and
staff singing, clapping and dancing! The band brought lots of
different instruments to show us and helped us make up our
own rhythms and songs. We even made up our own school
song! 

Kingham Primary
It has been a busy and a very successful sporty term! We have
had fun taking part in the partnership netball tournament. We
took part in the eighth Chipping Norton Partnership
Swimming Gala and as overall winner of the big schools, we
proudly lifted the Bluestone Cup, even smashing the under
11s national record by an astounding 10 seconds. An
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admirable feat! We represented Chipping Norton in the
WOSP and now our boys’ team will go on to represent the
West in the county finals. 

Our Year 1 had so much fun taking part in the partnership
dance festival. They loved pretending to be sharks, dolphins
and other exotic sea creatures. A huge ‘thank you’ to the CNS
team leaders; they did such a fantastic job and made the event
a memorable experience for the children.

For the second year we have supported the Rotary Club
in their ‘End Polio Campaign’. As a result of our efforts over
500 children’s lives have been saved. Amazing! 

We are now looking forward to our next charitable event
– Comic Relief.

Finally, we have just had a very successful ‘World Book
Day’. The whole school came in a wide array of costumes
from our fantasy stories and fairy tales theme. We had a
book swap and a ‘Where Do You Read Yours?’ photo
competition.

Great Rollright Primary
As the days have got longer and the weather (slightly!)
warmer, we have spent lots of time outdoors. Our new play
equipment is being built and there are lots of eager children
waiting to test it out and deliver their verdict! 

Indoors, we have set up a loan service for CD audio
stories so the children can take them home to enjoy. At the
moment the stories we have are only suitable for older
children and we would love to extend the service to
Reception, and Years 1 and 2. If you have any suitable CDs you
would be happy to donate to the school, we would make very
good use of them. 

The Friends of Great Rollright School continue to
fundraise; this year our Summer Fete will be held on Saturday
13 July.

We are really pleased to be working in partnership with
Chadlington Primary School this year. As small rural schools,
we have a lot in common, and it’s a great opportunity to learn
from each other and share resources. On 5 March we took
the entire school to Chadlington for World Book Day, where
we watched a World Book Day Theatre Production. The
teachers planned the follow up work together to ensure the
best learning opportunities for everyone!

The whole school is busy getting ready for our annual trip
to Finland. Each year we take Year 6 (and this year one Year 5
child) to Vasa in West Finland, where the children learn about
local traditions and spend time with children their own age.
This year our Finnish friends will be coming to us first, arriving
on 12 April. We will take them sightseeing, and will welcome
them into our classrooms and homes. 

Chadlington Primary
World Book Week: We began the week with a wonderful
workshop in school run by the ‘West End in Schools
Company’ with a performance called ‘What's Your Story?’ and
were delighted to be joined by Great Rollright School. We
learnt lots of exciting things about acting and telling stories!

On World Book Day itself we all dressed up as characters
from Roald Dahl Books and performed around Chadlington
in a ‘stomp’ around the village dressed in all our glory! Every
class had written a chant based on a Roald Dahl story with a
rousing chorus between each verse. It was thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone and certainly livened up a drizzly
morning! We then watched ‘The Biggest Book Show on Earth’
live online as well as taking part in the National sponsored
reading event ‘Readathon’, raising money for seriously ill
children.

Sport: A huge well done to the Elves and Dragons who took
part in a Benchball Festival at Chipping Norton School
forming a team alongside Charlbury School and won the
whole event! The Dragons are busy with tag rugby training for
a tournament in May and the Pixies and Elves are enjoying
dance and gymnastics.

Friends of Chadlington School: To celebrate World Book
week the Friends of Chadlington School have organised the
first ever Bedtime Story Night where the children are invited
to come into school before bedtime in their PJs and listen to
stories read by children's author Ben Molyneux whilst
drinking hot chocolate and eating cookies. We also have a
pop-up tea shop at Chastleton Church during March and a
wonderful Wine Tasting evening with Monty Phillips. Plans are

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 
Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
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Phone us now on

01608 641361

Just before
half term our
year 6 class
amazed us
with their

super
production

of
Romeo &
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also afoot for the best and biggest yet Chadlington Beer
Festival in June. The Friends are planning to provide in the
coming months, as well as the usual school trips and
educational provision, more IPads to go alongside the current
stock of 18 within school, a new outdoor classroom in the
main school playground and the acquisition of much-needed
artificial turf in the Pixies playground. Watch this space.

Chadlington Playgroup
Now that the better weather has arrived everyone is pleased
to be getting outside to play again in between working hard
on making lots of Easter and Mother’s day things. Likewise, the
story-book bags continue to be a big success with everyone. 

Our monthly lottery draw is now up and running, with
one lucky participant receiving a nice return on their £1 stake
in February. For those of you who have not yet signed up we
are keeping the list open for March (£11 stake for the year)
and April (£10 stake for the year). Please see our website
www.chadlingtonplaygroup.org for more details.

On 23 March (noon-3 pm) we are running having a ‘Craft
Buy & Play Day’ at Chadlington Bowls Club with Easter crafts,
including bags, cards, cakes and biscuits for the children.
Refreshments will be available as well as a chance to buy some
Easter gifts! 

On 19 April, (7.30-10.30pm), again at the Bowls Club, we
are having our second 'Gift and Glamour night'. As with the
previous one there will be a mixture of wonderful things to
buy as well as the opportunity for a bit of pampering. The VIP
tickets cost £5 per person and this gives you entry to the
event, a glass of wine plus your evening raffle ticket. Lots of
nice nibbles will be available as well as a bar. 

Chipping Norton School 
Drama Workshop for Partnership pupils: An excited

group of Year 4 and 5 primary partnership pupils came along
to the Drama Department at Chipping Norton School to
take part in the Able, Gifted and Talented Drama workshop.
Mrs Alexander, Head of Drama led the group of eager pupils
in a workshop based on Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes Red
Riding Hood poem. 

Mrs Alexander greeted the group and read out the Red
Riding Hood poem, they then split into groups and led by
Chipping Norton School 6th form A Level Drama leaders
talked about how they wanted to perform and devise pieces
from the poem. At the end of the workshop each child went
home with a certificate and the knowledge that they had used
their imagination and made some new friends. 

Thank you to everyone for attending, and thank you to
our Mrs Alexander and our 6th Form Drama Leaders for
facilitating another successful workshop.

Family Focus:
Once again
Chipping Norton
School invited our
Primary Partnership
families to come
along and enjoy
some free Family
Focus workshops
for Year 4, 5 and 6. 
In all 130 people
(sixty families) signed up for Astronomy, Badminton, Hockey
and Netball. The Astronomy workshop was run by Mrs
Sinclair (Head of Science) and her department. They were
supported by Robin Smitten and John Vincent from Chipping
Norton Amateur Astronomy Group (CNAAG) who very
kindly brought along their telescopes to help people explore
the basics of Astronomy and show people how the telescopes
work. Parents and children learnt about the night sky, the
Earth, the universe, stars, planets and moons and also had a
chance to have a look at our state of the art Science facility. 

Chipping Norton School Family Focus working in
partnership with Chipping Norton Leisure Centre also
offered Badminton run by Larry Ng, Netball run by Rebecca
Butler-Miles and Hockey run by Carol Hicks. Some parents
were keen to take part in an activity they had not tried since
schooldays, but one of the overwhelming feelings is of
pleasure from spending time with your child in a positive, fun
learning environment and doing something together. Of
course Family Focus is so successful because of the support

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDREN!S CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON
LEISURE CENTRE

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

WWW.MARTIALARTSVOUCHER.CO.UK
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and commitment of teachers, community partners and
coaches from Chipping Norton School and the surrounding
area and the continued support from our partnership
schools. If you would like any further information about
Family Focus please contact Jo Phillips at Chipping Norton
School on 649504 or email jphillips@chipping-
norton.oxon.sch.uk.

Ball Skills Festival: Year 3 and 4 pupils from Enstone, Great
Tew, Charlbury and Chadlington took part in the Ball Skills
Festival run by Year 11 Sports Leaders led by Mrs Phillips, Mrs
Fisher and Mr Trainer. The primary school pupils took part in
activities in groups using balls and bean bags to improve their
ball skills and hand to eye co-ordination. 

The Year 11s really enjoy leading this festival and as always
there were smiles and laughter all around while learning new
skills. Well done to everyone who took part in this festival and
thank you to the PE Department and our fantastic year 11
students for all their hard work.

Dance Workshop: During March, Chipping Norton
Partnership Schools commissioned Claire Wallace to lead a
Year 1 Dinosaur Stomp Dance Workshop, supported by Year
6 Dance Leaders. Claire will work with Year 6 pupils showing
them how to lead year 1s in the workshop. Year 6 will be
encouraged to become confident leaders while learning new
dance skills and having fun. This is a great opportunity to
support them for their transition to Year 7. 

Windrush Valley School 
As well as busily collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids
Vouchers, the whole school is taking part in the Active Kids
Challenge. From the Foundation Unit through to Form 6, we
are getting fitter and healthier with the weekly Game, Skill, 1
Minute Challenge and Food Choice activities.We love
HISTORY! Form 3 thoroughly enjoyed their Egyptian topic,
and have now moved on to the Tudors – and loving it! Joining
forces with Form 4, they made the trip to Sulgrave Manor.
They had the opportunity to eat a typical Tudor lunch, dress
in clothes of the era, and experience life in the Tudor times.
Great day for all, and really looking forward to their next
topic.

Despite the weather not being kind to our sporting
calendar, we have enjoyed an U8s football and U11s netball
match at Kitebrook this term. Well done to all who took part
and congratulations to the U8s boys win, 5-1, and Abigail
MacKay for player of the match: Cassia Belardo, Poppy Kay,
Abigail Mackay, Albertine Wheeler, Jessica Todd, Ella Frost,
Emily Whitear, Finley Pemberton, James Thompson, Bertie
Bond, Ben Hughes, Max Guest, Ethan Calvert, Blake
O’Mahony and Henry Wheeler.

Sibford School
Students join international network: Talented pupils at
Sibford School are being
offered the chance to
become part of a new
international social
network for gifted 13 to
18 year olds. The
International Gateway
for Gifted Youth ~ or
IGGY ~ is designed to
develop and stretch
critical thinking skills and
to help members reach
their full potential. It
allows pupils to work
with top academics and
collaborate with other
gifted teenagers around
the world. Members can
create their own profiles,
make friends, access educational resources, exchange ideas,
debate, learn and explore. Anna Jo Lawrence, who heads the
Gifted and Talented programme at Sibford School said, ‘This is
a very exciting project and I hope our pupils will embrace it
and make the most of the opportunities offered.

Music at the Mill: Students from Sibford School will be
paying tribute to musical legends past and present when they
perform at The Mill Arts Centre in Banbury later this month.
Pupils will be presenting hits from the likes of Abba, Adele,
Bruce Springsteen, Jimi Hendrix, Dusty Springfield, Coldplay
and Amy Winehouse. Music teacher Matt Platt said, ‘There are
so many good bands and artists that it was difficult to decide
who to include and who to leave out, however, we hope that
the ones we have selected will provide a fun and entertaining
evening.’ Sibford School presents Musical Legends takes place on
18 and 19 April. Tickets cost £10 (concessions £8) and are
available from the Mill Box Office on 01295 279002 or at
www.themillartscentre.co.uk

Open Morning: 3 May 2013 10am. If you’re considering
sending your child to Sibford School in September 2013 or
2014, here’s an opportunity to find out more. 

Fun in the Country: Sibford School’s ‘Fun in the Country’
holiday club returns for Easter and will be open from 2- 5
April and from 8-12 April. Aimed at children aged between 5
and 11-years-old, activities include arts and crafts, music and
drama, cookery, sports and outdoor activities and also an
opportunity to swim in Sibford’s 25m indoor pool. Cost is
£28 per day. For further details on any of these activities
please contact Elspeth Gregory on 01295 781203 (email
egregory@sibfordschool.co.uk) 

Kingham Hill School
Open Day: 18 May 11am-2pm.  Time is moving fast and we are
already starting to prepare for our Trinity Term Open Day. A
chance to meet staff,  tour the facilities and experience the
ethos and atmosphere of the School, all followed by a
delicious informal lunch. All the family are welcome. Please let
the School know if you plan to attend via
658999/www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk

Lawrence Leith from IGGY is
pictured with Sibford pupils
Henry Moss and Aaron Pim
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LETTERS 

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Tel: 01608 643219           Email: chippymail@aol.com
Twitter: www.twitter.com/chippynews     Blog: www.chippynews.org

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but reminds
writers that name and address must be supplied and that the opinions
expressed on this page are not necessarily those of the Team.

Something to crow about!
My daughter Amanda who lives in
Chipping Norton, has a crow that
has adopted her, they have a real
relationship – so much so that she
has named him Russell Crowe!

This has been going on for the
last three to four years. He's huge

and somewhat scruffy zooming down on the garden shed at
the break of dawn demanding to be fed, marching up and
down the shed roof 'til his demands are met – he will peck on
the patio window if ignored.

Russell sometimes follows Amanda to work to The Town
Nursery and will perch on the window sill waiting for her to
finish work – the children tell her, ‘Russell’s arrived’. One day
on the way home when the men were laying the water pipes
they asked Amanda, ‘Is that crow yours? ‘not really …’ she
replied, ‘Well it keeps pinching our b...... sandwiches Mrs’ they
said as he flew behind her to go home.

If Amanda isn't quick enough to shut the front door he
follows her inside to see what there is to eat walking in
behind her, he's very well behaved and leaves when asked. He
really made himself comfortable the other day and sat on the
settee. I live nearby and Russell loves to come for a BBQ
when Amanda's here – flying in and helping himself – but he
only comes when Amanda's here.

Russell's a magnificent intelligent bird we all love to  hear
about and thought you would like to hear about him too!

Davina Warren

Neighbourhood plan mis-statement
I was very disappointed to see that in their latest newsletter
the local branch of the Labour Party published an article.
‘NEW DIY PLAN FOR THE TOWN’ that contained a number
of statements which are not true.

As I am a Town Council representative on the Steering
Group I would like to put the record straight so that people
get the correct information. 

The Steering Group (not the local Labour Party) are
currently developing the Chipping Norton Neighbourhood
Plan – there is not yet a plan ‘in operation’ as was stated in
the newsletter.

When, and if, a neighbourhood plan is agreed after full
consultation with the people of Chipping Norton and
subsequently after independent examination, the Town
Council working alongside WODC will only be able to
determine sites for housing etc. within the parish boundaries
of Chipping Norton. The article reads as if the Town Council
will be able to determine sites in the surrounding villages
which is not true.

800 houses have not ‘been planned’ for Chipping Norton
and the surrounding villages – the Town Council in response
to WODC’s draft local plan has made a recommendation that
they would not be unhappy if that number of houses were put
into the final local plan. It is up to WODC to take that
forward (or not) – that decision is yet to be made.

As for the Ambulance Station and Castle View site – the
development here is in the hands of the current owners
Oxfordshire County Council. We all hope that they undertake
a consultation exercise before going ahead to develop the site.

Don Davidson
Independent Town Councillor & member of CNNP Steering Group

A crow – but not Russell
who is camera-shy



LOCAL NEWS

DIARY
15th Astronomy Group meeting 7.30 The Fox see p21

West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms see p23
17th Horticultural Association 7.30 in Methodist Hall see p25
18-21 Chipping Norton Literary Festival see ps 15-17
19th Musical Miscellany 7.30 Town Hall Tickets £10 Gills &

Porcupine or on the door ~ in aid of Cancer Research UK
20th CN Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30
24th Chipping Norton Yacht Club see p24
25th Chadlington Flower Club 7.30 Memorial Hall Bob Brown

from Cotswold Garden Flowers
26th Single File social group pub meeting see p23
27th Heavenly Happenings in Enstone 10-noon see p12

Mayor’s Ball 7pm Town Hall - see advert p7
28th Blossom Day at the Community Orchard - see p4
29th Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 Chequers details 643219
May (News out Monday 29 April)
1st U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Antonia Keaney - Evacuees &

Espionage: Blenheim Palace during WWII
2nd County Council Election see p3
4th The Fibre Festival  10-4 Town Hall see p5
5th Ramblers 2pm New St car park - see p22
7th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall David Day - Pendon

Railway Museum - see p23

The closure of Penhurst School marks the end of an era
indeed (see March Chippy News):  not only for the children
and their carers, for whom we hope provision will be made,
but for the Town as a whole. It
is an exceptional site with
mature trees in a prime
position at one of the
approaches to the Town. As
such it should be treasured. For
the same reason it will also
attract developers and it is
worth considering some
important points. Firstly, it is
questionable whether
cramming more houses into
the Town is viable when there
are numerous empty sites in
the Town, for example the
stalled developments of the
Parker Knoll, the New Street
Baptist Church, the former
ambulance station and Castle
View sites. Whilst the large
house at the entrance of the site is likely to be designated as
a heritage building, at present this protection is not extended
to the impressive trees in the grounds. This 'arboretum'
deserves the protection of individual tree preservation
orders in advance of any development. Not only are the trees
pleasing to look at but they act as a buffer against traffic noise

Penhurst – what next?
With the news that Penhurst School is closing in May and the site likely to be sold, Chipping

Norton resident Mo Browne has written with concerns about what happens to the site, which is
in the Conservation Area

from the busy A44. Once felled they will have gone forever –
saplings would be poor replacements. 

Ideally, the local authority should be communicative and
responsive to local concerns,
observing due process of
planning notification, and
offering genuine public
consultation including access to
detailed plans. Environmental
studies should be undertaken
to include traffic implications,
off-street parking, noise and
light pollution; there should
hopefully be compliance with
guidance in any forthcoming
Neighbourhood Plan and
sensitivity both to the site and
to neighbouring properties. Site
security before and during the
development period should
also be addressed and put in
place. Finally, due consideration
should be shown by both local

authority and eventual developer to the Town's architectural,
historical and cultural traditions. It is hoped that the eventual
development will conserve the unique characteristics of the
existing Penhurst site rather than transforming it into yet
another unremarkable estate. Chipping Norton deserves
better than that.

April (News out Monday 25 March)
2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p23

Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 Chequers details 643219
3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Barry Collett on Weber

North Oxon Organic Gardeners details 683624
7th Ramblers 2pm New St car park - see p22
8th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p25

Folk Club 8pm The Blue Boar - see p21
Transition CN Film 8pm The Chequers see p21

10th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist
Women in Britain
CNWI 7.15pm Lower Town Hall see p20

11th Older Person’s Information Fair 10-2.30 Town Hall see p8
Amnesty meeting 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p21

12th Lights Up Launch of a Dementia Awareness Campaign: 4-
6pm Information Stalls, 6.30-7.30pm Presentations - at The
Theatre
Daisy’s Fund Race Night Crown & Cushion  see advert p8
Single File social group pub meeting see p23

13th Get into Golf at Tadmarton Heath 10.30-4 see advert p19
Hope Spring in Churchill 7.30 - see p11

14th Astronomy Group Spring Moonwatch see p21
15th Monthly Town Clear-up 10am Lwr Town Hall

An exceptional site with mature trees in a prime position ...


