
March 2013                                          50pIssue 355

End of an era
In the worst jobs blow since the closure of Parker Knoll –
Penhurst School is closing in May after 110 years in the Town.

Experience Chipping Norton launch.
Does Chippy pay a living wage?

The Way We Were. 
Plus all the usual arts, sports, clubs, schools

and letters

In this issue:

No sustainable funding
Barbara Street, from Action for Childen, told the
News that the Methodist-linked Charity had
reluctantly decided Penhurst was not sustainable.
The specialist school provides residential 24 hour
care for profoundly disabled young people from
round the country. Their local authorities can no
longer afford this expensive approach.
Concerns over children’s future
Of most concern, according to Pat Lake, Chair
of the Governors, is the future of the 13
students. Barbara said they would work
carefully with families and the various local
authorities to ensure there were high quality
alternative placements. Any action to sell the
site (the Charity has a significant pensions
deficit) will happen only after the May closure.
Support for staff
Efforts to find similar providers to take over
the site have been unsuccessful. Action for
Children, working with local agencies, will do
their best to help staff (100 full and 35 part
time, many with valuable skills) with job fairs,
counselling, CV writing and interview training.
Pat Lake said Action for Children had satisfied
the Governors that they would offer good

Penhurst closes –135 jobs lost

Maternity Unit still closed – Chippy mothers
petitioning in support of local midwives.

Maternity Protest

packages to staff, many of whom are long
serving. Barbara praised head, Derek Lyseight-
Jones and staff for hard work, continued quality
of care, and commitment during a difficult time.
The legacy of Penhurst
The Charity and Governors want to see the
Penhurst name preserved locally in town with
some legacy recalling 110 years of history –
perhaps involving the Museum.

Arson threat – PM speaks out
After threats against a Muslim prayer room,
David Cameron urges Chipping Norton to get
back to its ‘excellent record’ of supporting the
interests of minority groups.
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What is the Living Wage?
The Living Wage campaign was launched in 2001 by East
London parents, frustrated that two minimum wage jobs left
no time for family life. The
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
in 2008 produced a
prominent report on what
income was needed foe a
minimum acceptable level of
living. The idea has now
gained credibility. Chipping
Norton District Councillor
Rob Evans told the News,
‘the statutory minimum
wage is simply not keeping
up with inflation and the cost
of living’. A new hourly rate is set independently by the Living
Wage Foundation and updated annually based on basic cost of
living. Employers choose to pay the Living Wage voluntarily.
The Living Wage enjoys cross-party support, with public
backing from the Prime Minister and Leader of the
Opposition. Research claims that paying the Living Wage is
good for business (morale, productivity, service etc), the
individual and society. Over 100 employers have now ‘signed
up’ including companies and local authorities

West Oxfordshire Council signs up
In discussing the 2013/14 budget, District

Councillor Andrew Coles, backed by the
Labour Group, expressed concern that 13
of the Council’s staff were earning less
than the ‘Living Wage’. A proposal to

address this was subsequently agreed by the
Cabinet – it costs WODC roughly £5000 for

the whole year. Cllr Evans said, 'We are pleased the Cabinet
responded – it’s a significant difference between £6.19 and
£7.45 per hour. In these hard times people are drawing
benefits to supplement low wages so it would be excellent if
more local employers paid the living wage – and cheaper for
the Government to make it statutory.’ Oxford City Council is
already a Living Wage Employer in spite of significant financial
constraints. Other public sector agencies such as the County,
schools and NHS are yet to do so.

The Phone Co-op in the lead
The News contacted other local major employers. At The
Phone Co-op, there are already a number of innovative
employee schemes including profit sharing and a generous
pension scheme where employees don’t have to contribute.
But to take it further Chief Executive Vivian Woodell told the
News that the Living Wage issue was raised recently and all
staff, except for a small number of casual workers, ‘are paid
well above the living wage, with the lowest earners being
12.5% above, all before bonus and profit share which added
around £1400 per person last year’ Now Vivian says, ‘After a

discussion within our Board, we have decided to increase the
pay of the casual workers to the living wage level and seek
accreditation as a Living Wage Employer.’

Owen Mumford, the
Town’s largest employer,
was less progressive. A
spokesperson said, ‘The
Company has not
considered the living wage
in any detail, however we
are strongly committed to
recruiting and retaining
employees with an
attractive employment
package – and a starting

wage significantly above the minimum wage supplemented by
other important
benefits such as
holidays, pension
and life assurance schemes. To ensure the Company remains
competitive, we regularly benchmark against the local labour
market, along with other important factors, as part of the
annual salary review.’

Supermarket low pay rates
Nationally Living Wage campaigners have turned up the heat
on low pay at big supermarkets in particular. Investigation

revealed a national campaign
against Sainsbury’s saying
they do not pay a fair wage –

with placards at the AGM pointing out that while directors’
pay had risen 250% in 7 years, (CEO Justin King earns over
£3m), Band 2 low pay had fallen 2.5 % in real terms against
inflation. See www.payup.org.uk/why-sainsburys.html
However, a Sainsbury’s spokesperson told the News, ‘As a
responsible employer we know that rewarding people
properly is an essential part of being a great place to work.
Our basic pay rate is well above the National Minimum Wage
and when you add other benefits, such as bonus, our rate is
equivalent to the Living Wage.’

A statement from Midcounties Cooperative said, ‘We regard
our colleagues as key stakeholders in our business, and put a
great effort into making our organisation a great place to
work. For the second year running, we have been listed by The
Sunday Times as one of the 25 best companies to work for. In
addition to basic salary, we offer valuable benefits including a
colleague dividend (sharing profits with our staff), staff
discount on food, and discounts in other outlets. In common
with all other major retailers we are not able to match levels
advocated by the Living Wage Campaign, but we are
constantly looking for ways to improve the benefits we offer
to staff, including improvements in recent months.

A living wage in Chipping Norton?
Is the minimum wage (currently £6.19 per hour) enough to live on? A national campaign is gaining momentum
saying employers should pay ‘A living wage’, currently set at £7.45 minimum, which research says would be better
for employees, employers and the benefits bills! Over 100 employers nationally have now signed up as ‘Living Wage
Employers’ – and this month West Oxfordshire District Council have agreed to join that club. The News investigated.

Staff at Chipping Norton’s Phone Co-op – a Living Wage Employer
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(representing service users) has been involved in the review,
but told the News that she had yet to see the evidence or
whether all issues had been looked at. She was also
concerned about insufficient local medical and midwife
support for our rural position, mentioning an ambulance called
out to a mother giving birth to twins at home. Keith Ruddle,
who is on the Scrutiny Committee, told the News, ‘We expect
to hear results and progress in public at the HOSC meeting on
21 February. With the sound of the Mid Staffs report ringing in
everyone’s ears the need for a ‘duty of candour’, ie to be open,
transparent and honest about any failings will be on everyone’s
minds’. Everyone wants the Unit reopened but it could still be
at least five months after closure as the OUHT say their
Board will not consider an action plan until mid-March.

A week of Radio Chippy
Throughout the first
week of February BBC
Radio Oxford featured
Chippy on their
Breakfast, Drivetime,
and other shows,
bringing to the audience
some of our notables
(the real Chipping
Norton set!) along with
anecdotes gathered
from townspeople in
the run-up to the
broadcasts. Some
fascinating stories
poured forth. One
lovely lady in the Co-op
was evacuated here
during the war and liked
it so much that when
peace returned, she
persuaded her family to
come here to live and they never moved away. One gentleman
has apparently played on stage with Elvis Presley, and quite a
few people seemed to have been mysteriously involved in the
secret service during the WWII (names withheld!). On the
Friday, a live Outside Broadcast at the Town Hall featured
amongst others our own Keith Ruddle as well as County Cllr
Hilary Biles. Alan Brain and Heather Leonard were
interviewed, having first been interviewed 30 years ago by the
same radio station, and talked about how things have changed
since then. Jaffé & Neale hosted a chat about the Literary
Festival, the WI and the proposed mosque; Martin Whitehead
spoke about work at the Vets; Richard Vernon was tracked
down in the USA to revisit the history of our once-famous
recording studios and luthier Paul Fischer had a whole mini-
programme about his career in musical instrument making.
Altogether a week of fascinating radio which reflected the
Town in all its diversity.

Annual Town Meeting
Chipping Norton Town Council will be holding their Annual
Town Meeting on Wednesday 17 April at 7.30 pm. This is an
opportunity to hear an account of the work of the Town
Council and for public to ask questions of their public
representatives.

Churchill Road: 60 new homes?
Stop press: A major new development of 60 new homes is
being suggested along the Churchill Road at the edge of town.
A public exhibition by the Pegasus Group was held on 23
February at The Theatre and the public are being asked for
comments. The plan claims to be in line with growth of
Chipping Norton as a main service centre in West
Oxfordshire. A full planning application will have to be
submitted later. More information at www.churchill-
road.co.uk.  Written comments by Sunday 10 March. 

PM condemns arson threat
Approved plans to provide a small prayer
room for Chipping Norton’s Muslim
community were derailed in February
apparently by a telephone threat to
landlord Georg Wissinger – allegedly to
burn down the premises. He and Cllr Tahirul
Hasan who put in the proposal, now fear for
their and other tenants’ safety. Local MP
David Cameron told the News, ‘I am greatly

disturbed to learn of threats being made in Chipping Norton
following the District Council’s decision to grant permission for
a prayer room for the local Muslim community. Chipping
Norton has an excellent record of supporting the rights of
minority groups and their interests and I sincerely hope that
this will continue.’ Many are hoping that other like minded
citizens will feel the same and back Mr Hasan and his colleagues
on their legitimate and peaceful pursuit. 

Police are investigating. Inspector Louise Roddy told the
News, ‘The Neighbourhood Policing Team are committed to
supporting Chipping Norton’s Community. Allegations such as
these are treated very seriously and it is sad to deal with such
intolerance and unacceptable behaviour. Chipping Norton is a
lovely, friendly place and I am adamant these negative views
are not those of the majority. This was an application for use
of a room, with no building or disruption anticipated. The
Muslim prayer group have been meeting here for seven years
without any problem and I am hopeful that a suitable
resolution will be found. Officers from West Oxfordshire
Community Safety Partnership are working with Mr Hasan to
help him identify suitable alternative premises.’ The threat
followed an ‘anti-Mosque’ leaflet, and ‘prejudicial’ objections in
letters to WODC. Full story background on page 6.

Maternity Unit still closed
Local mothers and users remain dismayed that there is still no
plan to reopen the Chipping Norton Maternity Unit for
births. Local petitioners – now with 650 signatures asking for
reinstatement of two midwives – were out in force when
BBC Radio Oxford was in town in February. A three-month
review should now be finished, looking at management and
other problems that caused Oxford University Hospitals
NHS Trust to suspend births last October. Issues had been
raised about treatment of staff, management of the Unit, and
treatment and service given to patients and families. OUHT
were conducting their own review, looking back at issues over
four years. The Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee,
County Councillor Hilary Biles and others felt the review
should have more independent input. Jennifer Lanham, the lay
chair of the Maternity Services Liaison Committee

Radio Oxford interviewing a Chippy
Maternity Unit protester
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Experience Chipping Norton

Are you interested in helping promote Chipping Norton as a
thriving, working Cotswold Town? Tuesday 12 March at 6pm
at Jaffé & Neale Bookshop is the public Launch Night of
Experience Chipping Norton (ECN for short), set up last year
as a local group to promote the Town. The team will be
officially unveiling the plan and inviting businesses and local
community groups to give feedback and, hopefully, agree to
sign up to become members. Come along and find out about
it and how you can get involved. The ECN team sent this:

In a nutshell, ECN wants to help. Chipping Norton is not
a failing town by any stretch of the imagination, but there is a
real risk that if we don’t work together to protect what we
do well and make improvements wherever we can, things may
take a dip in the Town.

But isn’t this just about the town centre? No, not at all!
Whilst the group was initially formed to respond to the much
publicised Mary Portas Pilot Scheme, we have taken the time
to carefully work out where support is required and set out
a plan for how we can help all businesses in and around
Chipping Norton; retail or otherwise.

What about this money you were given by the Government?
Good point – and I’m glad you asked! We received a grant of
£10,000 and were invited to become a Town Team Partner in
the Mary Portas Pilot Scheme. This is great news and gives us
a huge, positive start.

Where can I find out more? You can visit
www.ExperienceChippingNorton.com (full website coming
soon), or follow us on Twitter by searching for
@ChippyTownTeam. We hope to see you on the 12th and look
forward to working with you. 

Sponsoring the Chip Lit Fest
Chipping Norton’s second Literary Festival is in April – the
Chipping Norton News has signed up as one of the sponsors –
with a special April issue that will feature lots of ‘matters
literary’ which we hope will be of interest to both regular
readers and visitors. The News will also be specifically
‘sponsoring’ an event at The Theatre about journalism and the
British Press called ‘Rich Peppiatt: One Rogue Reporter’.
More details next month.

Welcome to Spring!
Celebrate the coming of Spring on Blossom Day at Chipping
Norton’s Community Orchard at Elmsfield Paddock off the
Worcester Road, on Sunday 28 April 11am-2pm. Come and
enjoy the blossom and enter a photo competition. Watch out
for more in the next Chippy News.

Plans for houses at old hospital
London-based St Charles Homes has now submitted a
planning application to redevelop Chipping Norton’s old
hospital site. The proposal is for five 3-bedroomed and nine 4-
bedroomed houses including the conversion of the original
hospital building into two homes. The houses will be
predominantly three storeys, facing onto Over Norton Road
and Spring Street, with private rear access and parking inside
the development, overlooked by the hospital building. There
will be 31 parking spaces, including integral garages off Spring
Street. A new pedestrian route is proposed from Spring
Street, climbing up steps to Horsefair in front of the former
hospital – but this will not be a public route. 

A public consultation last September was attended, they say,
by 40 people, including most Town Councillors. Nineteen
responses were received (but not revealed), so claims that the
design has been amended in response are not easy to verify.
Proposals look remarkably similar to before but developers
claim the architectural style has changed from contemporary
to traditional. West Oxfordshire officers had advised
developers to restrict height of new buildings to 2 – 21/2

storeys, except along Over Norton Road, to avoid under-croft
parking, safeguard the amenity of Spring Street residents, and
to be aware that parking was at a premium.

Nearby Spring Street residents are already expressing
concerns, focusing on being overlooked and loss of street
parking. Immediate neighbours fear loss of privacy from the
proposed three-storey houses. The recent conversion of the
Oxford House into five flats provided no additional parking,
putting extra pressure on local streets, and now some on-
street spaces would be lost for access to the new integral
garages. Spring Street resident Chris Hogan says, ‘We are
concerned that the developer is putting profit before regard
for the neighbours, who will be overshadowed, lose privacy
and lose parking. The developers were warned that losing
parking spaces wouldn’t be welcomed so it’s made a mockery
of their consultation’. He adds, ‘The application acknowledges
that the Cotswold stone wall around the site makes a positive
contribution as part of the Conservation Area. The driveways,

Members of the ECN Core Team (l-r) Adam Jennings (Red Box
New Media Limited), Gail Savage, (All Dressed Up), Almaas
Yusuf, (Harpers Store), Alison Twist, (Twist Interiors), and

Stephen Birch, (The Theatre)
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which will steal our parking, will also destroy about 40% of
the boundary wall in Spring Street’. The application is on
WODC website, reference 13/0154/P/FP, with a decision
expected by end of April.

Yacht Club’s opening splash

A somewhat bemused Trevor Taylor, Commodore of newly
formed Chipping Norton Yacht Club, said, ‘Oh my goodness,
what have I done’ as around 80 members sat down for the
club’s Inaugural Dinner on 30 January at the Golf Club. After
national and local headlines (see last month’s News), over 100
members had registered by the launch date – with members
from five counties, none of whom has a coastline! Trevor told
the News ‘It’s been a stunning success. When we floated the
idea we thought we’d be doing well with 30 members. A 100
members (and growing!) is brilliant and demonstrates a
substantial interest in boats in the Cotswolds, despite being a
long way from the sea. In fact, it is precisely because we are a
long way from the coast that there’s a need for a local yacht
club, a place where those interested in boats and the sea can
meet’. See the ‘Clubs’ section for more on two new sailing
sections and future events, or contact them via
www.cnyc.co.uk

Tight budget for Councils
Council tax for Chipping Norton residents looks like being
‘frozen’ with little or no increase for 2013/14, which should
keep taxpayers and national minister supremo Eric Pickles
happy. The County, District and Town Councils have all said
they’ll not make rises. WODC Cabinet agreed to freeze theirs
but are having to cut all grants to bodies across the District
by 10%, including Chipping Norton Theatre and Citizens
Advice Bureau. The final tax ingredient, from Thames Valley
Police, could see a 2% rise – asked for by newly elected Police
Commissioner Anthony Stansfeld. Chippy residents are lucky
compared with Witney where their Town Council is hiking
their tax by 20% to pay for urgent building repairs. Mr Pickles
has not yet put a cap on Town and parish precepts, so watch
out for more ‘non-statutory’ services being shoved onto
parishes and towns next year: money for snow clearing, grit
and youth clubs are just a few examples.

Thanks to the Snow Patrols
The recent week of thick snow saw Chipping Norton Town
Council’s Snow Plan spring into action. Coordinated by

Deputy Mayor Mike Tysoe, there was everything from ploughs
and quad bikes to snow patrols helping clear side roads and
paths. The grit bins were ready – but some residents were a
bit over-enthusiastic in using it all up – and so the Council are
reserving remaining precious supplies in case of a repeat. Cllr
Tysoe thanked everyone who helped – the Town managed to
keep moving! He said ‘enormous efforts were made by four
quad bike riders – very cold and wet ‘fun’ – driven for about
40 hours. Some roads, due to the efforts made by residents,
were kept remarkably clear – the ones of note were Insall
Road and Wilcox Road, Hill Close and Marshall Close, Tilsley
Road and Lords Piece Road, Rock Hill Cooper Close and
Rowell Way as well as the top of The Leys and, of course,
Diston’s Lane. Very many thanks to all who participated. But
many residents and shopkeepers seem to be very shy when it
comes to clearing their pavements. The County Council did a
great job with the main roads and WODC also did a good job
on Market Square and car parks but the Town (in its entirety)
could have done better with the side roads. Too much salt/grit
was used at the wrong time, etc – we started out with 22 tons
and have used 15 tons already – just hope we don’t get
another big snowfall – but well done and many thanks to all
who served – you know who you are!’

Golf Club catering manager Fiona Hirons serves Brian Collins
and Jennifer Noble of Enstone at the Inaugural Dinner 

Fish & Chip Quiz Night
in the Parish Rooms

Saturday 2nd March at 7pm

Bring your own drinks
Tickets £12 per head includes supper

Advance Tickets only 
from The Church Office 

646202 (mornings) / office@stmaryscnorton.com
The Plus Group, St Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton

Photo: Serena Andrews
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Telephone threat stops mosque plan
A telephone threat and local prejudice seems to have stopped
an approved plan for a prayer room in Hitchman’s Mews
(pictured) for Chipping Norton’s small Islamic community. A
few days after WODC approved a planning application, the
landlord of the disused shop was allegedly
threatened with arson. He and the
applicant, Town Councillor Tahirul Hasan
now say they fear for their safety. Police are
investigating but many in the Town are
appalled at the impact on its reputation for
welcome and friendliness. 

Plan had been approved
The plan submitted was for ‘change of use’
for a small room (the community have been
using the nearby Lower Town Hall
peacefully on Fridays for seven years).
WODC planners concluded: that it met a
local community need; that the impact on
neighbouring premises was no greater than
any retail use; and that parking would (as
for other central places such as the Methodist Church) be in
town centre car parks. Only around eight people would use it
daily with up to 20 on Fridays. Officers recommended
approval. The Planning Committee debate largely focused on
the loss of retail opportunities. Chipping Norton District Cllr
Rob Evans, supporting the proposal, said that recently the
premises had been empty more than occupied. The Town was
not short of retail opportunities and when the travel agency,
pharmacy and post office move into the expanded Co-op,
other premises would be freed up. Councillors agreed and
voted 9 – 3 to approve. Mr Hasan’s initial reaction was delight,
saying  ‘I am on top of the world. The community is very happy
and very pleased’.

Local objections voiced
A Chipping Norton contingent had travelled to hear the
Councillors’ discussion. Former Chippy resident and ex-
councillor John Grantham used the 3 minutes’ public speaking
time to set out the objectors’ case, which concerned loss of
a retail unit, fear that the town centre would die due to lack
of available shops, concern that, having refused the out-of-
centre Sainsbury’s, non-retail uses were to be allowed in the
town centre and when the downturn is over more shops
would be needed to support the housing growth. The officer’s
report listed two pages of objections including concerns
about loss of retail, extra traffic and the building being too
small for the number of worshippers. CN Town Council had
voted 10 – 3 to recommend rejection.

Prejudicial comments and threats
WODC officers said some comments from the 28 objection
letters had been omitted ‘due to their prejudicial nature’. An
anonymous leaflet titled ‘No Mosque in Chipping Norton’
was put through some residents’ doors. Then BBC Radio
Oxford ran several reports of a threatening phone call to
landlord, Georg Wissinger. He told the Oxford Mail the
prejudicial sentiment was more widespread. Police said they
were investigating this as a potential criminal matter. Mr

Prayer room under threat
The following is the story so far on the efforts to give the small local Islamic community their own place of worship

Wissinger was reported as pulling out of the deal because of
the risk – particularly to tenants in the flat above. Cllr Hasan
was reported as being ‘absolutely shocked’; he did not expect
this from the local community – and was worried about his
own safety. He had been part of the town community for 24

years, and he now needed to talk to the Muslim
community to decide what to do next.

Cllr Evans ‘appalled’ at news
Cllr Evans said he was appalled at the turn of
events. At the Planning Committee he recalled
how the opening of Chippy’s first Bangladeshi
restaurant in 1982 generated some opposition
but, since then, the community has become
settled and well respected, providing two
popular restaurants, a taxi business and
contributions to community events. For seven
years they had used the Town Hall as a place of
worship, whilst looking for a place of their own.
Democracy was about protecting and making
appropriate space for minorities as well as
majorities and most Muslims attend worship

regularly and frequently. He shared some concerns about the
limited capacity of the room but the premises would anyway
need a public licence, and to observe fire and other health and
safety regulations. 

Need to uphold Town’s inclusive tradition
Councillor Evans had reminded the Planning Committee,
‘Chipping Norton has a strong and honourable tradition of
catering for minorities and communities, including religious,
throughout its colourful history and I hope our Muslim
community will be the latest to benefit from this for the long
term advantage of the Town.’ The 2011 Census said Chipping
Norton’s Islamic community was 34-strong out of a
population of 6,337. After hearing about the threats Cllr Evans
told the News, ‘I feel that our Town’s reputation for tolerance
and welcome is being undermined by a small unrepresentative
minority and I hope very much a solution can be found that
allows Cllr Hasan and his community to worship freely and
safely.’
See also Letters page 34, 
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Leisure Centre problems
The News recently reported local concerns over the running
of Chipping Norton Leisure Centre by GLL. Now West
Oxfordshire District has stepped in and reviewed how GLL
was running several leisure centres across the region. A

report by WODC Head of Leisure and Tourism, was discussed
at the District Council’s Economic and Social Scrutiny
Committee on 24 January. It was acknowledged that the
change in the management of the Leisure Centre from Nexus
to GLL had resulted in ‘certain issues’ needing addressing,
with staffing levels described as ‘pretty dire in some places’ by
Councillor Peter Kelland. The lack of users at Chipping
Norton, when it was visited by Councillors was also
criticised. All this follows concerns expressed by users
regarding staffing and cleanliness at Chipping Norton Leisure
Centre. There seems no magic remedy in sight. (see Letters
page). Recently, the centre has lost two swimming teachers,
with children’s lessons being cancelled or staffed with
temporary staff from elsewhere. A News reporter visiting the
centre in February, was told written complaints were not
being answered, children were unable to go up a level in
swimming due to lack of teachers or spaces, and that finding
out what was going on was difficult. One member of staff told
our reporter that working for GLL was ‘an embarrassment’
with the situation ‘chaotic’. 

The Council has recommended that GLL undertake a
‘thorough’ review of cleanliness at its centres, and for staffing
levels in the gym to be monitored to ‘ensure an appropriate
standard of customer care’. GLL must also look at providing a
wider variety of children’s holiday activities, particularly outside
of Witney, and improve the appearance of all its facilities. The
Council is to review the centres – Woodstock Open Air Pool,
Witney, Carterton, Eynsham and Chipping Norton – again in a
year. An interim report will be produced in August 2013. GLL
(Greenwich Leisure Ltd) merged with leisure centre operator
Nexus two years ago. Its ten year contract to operate the West
Oxfordshire centres expires in 2016.

Chippy’s Visitor Service
Chipping Norton’s voluntary Visitor Service will be up and
running again this year from Good Friday until the end of
October. Readers may recall that some years back, West
Oxfordshire District Council withdrew Visitor Information
completely and then subsequently reinstated a service of
sorts in the One Stop Shop at the Guildhall. Unfortunately, as
the staff are employed only during the week, the Town has no
visitor service at weekends – when it’s most needed. Our
much missed Councillor, the late Gina Burrows, set up a
voluntary service at the Town Hall on Saturday mornings. And
it’s still going strong. The Town Council generously support
the work and with a few years under our belts now, we think

we give a good service. The only problem is we are always
short of volunteers. Our team managed to cover all but one
Saturday last year, but on several occasions only one person
was available – that is, firstly, soul-destroying, and secondly,
perhaps not too safe. Nor is there anyone to cover whilst
taking a visit to the WC or getting a cup of coffee. 

Do you have an interest in the Town, its history and the
places to see? Can you help any Saturday morning from
9.30am to 1pm? We really do need some help. We have lots
of literature and information available and a list of local people
who can supply answers to specific questions. It’s not that
daunting. If you think you can help, call me on 643377.

Peta Simmons, voluntary Visitor Service Co-ordinator

Chatting up Chris Evans
Nine-year-old Chippy boy,
Callum Findlay, rang BBC Radio
2 on Wednesday 23 January, not
really expecting a call back, to
tell presenter Chris Evans what
he was going to do that day for
the first time. (This is a daily
slot on Chris’s show.) Callum
told Chris he was going to be
taking part for his school, St
Mary’s, in the local swimming
gala organised by the Four
Shires Swimming Club.
Unfortunately, the next day,
when he was due to mark the

event out of ten, he had to tell Chris it had been cancelled due
to the snow, as not all the schools could attend. Chris then
said to Callum that he could come back the following week
when it had been rescheduled to tell him how he had done.
Chris sent a signed photo which came with a lovely note that
said ‘Thanks for being on the show Callum! You’re a star!’
Callum had a fantastic time talking to Chris and his team and
actually feels a bit famous now, due to the very large number
of people who heard him and got in touch – even from Bristol
and Coventry. He has actually given out one autograph! Who
knows, it may be worth something one day!

Mine’s a real pint
Those of you who care for fine pubs and a drop o’thale, will be
pleased to know The Chequers, Chipping Norton has reached
the final of North Oxfordshire CAMRA’s Pub of the Year. 

Job Fair at Ace Centre
Do you need a job? Are you thinking about starting or
returning to work, or undertaking some sort of training or
maybe you’re just curious about the opportunities and
support available to you? The Ace Centre in Burford Road,
Chipping Norton, is hosting their second Job Fair on Friday 15
March (10.30am-1pm) and they have already a wide range of
acceptances from representatives of the Armed Forces, local
Job Recruitment Agencies, Small Business Enterprises,
Childcare & Education Training Providers, Oxford and
Cherwell Valley College, etc etc. The Ace Centre is
encouraging anyone interested to come any time during the
morning. Any employers who would like to be there can
contact Lynn Bailey or Steph Piotrowski at The ACE Centre
on 644440.
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Rotary recognises local service
Chipping Norton Rotary were  pleased to make the following local
service awards:

Pat Lake of Chipping Norton has contributed an amazing
amount and
continues to do
so much for the
Town. For many
years he has
been involved
with Age
Concern – often
seen driving the

mini-bus ferrying people to and from Highlands. At the other
end of the age scale Pat has been Chairman of the Trustees at
Penhurst. He was Town Councillor for many years and Mayor.
He recently played a big part in the Glyme Hall project. Each
Christmas, Pat can be seen organising the decorated trees
throughout the Town. Socially he is a member of Bliss Probus
and has served as Club Secretary. He directs CHAOS and
organises many outings for CATS. 

John Watts of Enstone has lived
in the Enstone area all his life and
has been deeply involved with the
life and activities in the Parish since
the War, being a member of the
Parish Council for over 40 years,
and Chairman for the last four. He
has been an acting churchwarden,
involved in the Enstone Youth Club
and its Chairman for several years,
a member of the Enstone
Horticultural Society involved in setting up the Horticultural
Show, a founder member of the Enstone Sports Club and
their President, a member and subsequently Chairman of the
Parish Hall Committee. He has played cricket for many years
and umpires for Enstone and follows Warwickshire, and until
six months ago he was the de facto manager of the Enstone
allotments, cleaning and preparing several allotments prior to
their re-letting. All in all, John is known by almost everyone in
the village and qualifies as being ‘Mr Enstone’.

Marianne Carty, June Empson and Colin Empson of
Long Compton have been running the village shop in Long
Compton for
37 years, and
for a many
years they
also ran a
small hotel.
They made
themse lves
the centre of
the village,
d e l i v e r i n g
daily papers no matter the weather, and checking on the
elderly and ill. They have been active on various village
committees including the Parish Council and the Sports Club.
The shop is always open, and welcomes all whether you go
once a year, in the snow or daily for necessities. Whatever
they are doing they always go the extra mile to provide a
good service.

Harbod moving on
Harbod Jewels in Chipping Norton’s Middle Row closed just
before Christmas. Amy, who set up and ran both this store
and one in Witney, had a baby in December and, in order to
spend more time with her family, is going to concentrate on
managing just the one store in Witney. Any customers from
Chipping Norton can contact them on 01993 704532 and see
the website www.harbodjewels.co.uk. Amy, Ann and all the
girls wanted to thank all their loyal and supportive customers
from their time running the store in town. 

Katharine House update
This year’s Midnight Walk is Saturday 29 June, –details and
application forms are in the Chipping Norton shop and on
our website. Last year this fantastic event raised almost
£70,000 despite driving rain and blowing gales! The hospice
Annual Sale of donated goods and toys, new knitwear,
crafts, raffle, tombola, cake stall and books is on Saturday 16
March at the Adderbury Institute from 11.30am to 2.30pm.
Broughton Grange gardens will be open again this year
on Saturday 27 April. Tickets: £6 on the gate. The
Masquerade Ball in aid of the Hospice is on Saturday 5 May
at Bloxham School. There will be live entertainment for
dancing, a raffle and delicious food. Tickets: £50 from Lucinda
Lloyd on 01295 720623 or Margaret Sutton on 01295
626429. ‘Bring a Pound to Work Day!’ is on Friday, 26
April. The Hospice would love to see lots of businesses and
schools taking part. Call Sheila on 01295 812161 or email
sheila.norton@khh.org.uk. Grimethorpe Colliery Band
concert is at 7.30pm, Saturday 16 March, St Mary’s Church,

Hitchmans Mews, 2 West Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AA
01608 643139

Wonderful in-salon treatments and a full range of
REDKEN and PUREOLOGY home hair products

For more information, opening times, special offers etc. please find
us on Facebook or visit our website www.rjhair.com

We are a REDKEN and
PUREOLOGY Salon

offering Fantastic Cuts
and Amazing Colours
including the stunning

new CHROMATICS
ammonia-free colours

Please like our page

Over Norton Parish Council
Grass Cutting Contract in the Village

1 April 2013 – 31 March 2014
tenders be received by Friday 8 March 2013

Contract details from The Parish Clerk
Tel: 64175 or email: on_parish_clerk@live.co.uk
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Horsefair, Banbury. Tickets from 01295 812161. Volunteer
Opportunities: We are currently looking for a receptionist
for alternate Thursday evenings at the Hospice, and also
volunteers to help in our Chipping Norton shop on
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. For more information
contact Rachel Wegerhoff on 01295 811866. Make a Will
Week – over 130 new or updated Wills were written during
the first Katharine House ‘Make a Will Week’ and around
£20,000 as raised.

Co-op expansion this summer
The big project to expand Chipping Norton’s Co-op
supermarket is about to start. With 50 % more space – the
travel shop, pharmacy and post office will be housed under
the same roof as the supermarket, freeing up more High
Street shop space for new businesses. Most important is

around 80 new car parking spaces for Town Centre users. A
spokesperson for Midcounties told the News ‘We are making
good progress with planning of the development and expect
to be ready to commence on site in the summer. It is a
complicated project and we are currently finalising the
detailed plans, minimising the impact for our members and
customers during the construction period. As a member-
owned, community retailer we look forward to completing
this significant investment which will provide a much
improved shopping environment for our Chipping Norton
customers’.

Craft Fair: show off your wares
Calling all Ace Centre users, do you have a skill or talent? Are
you making something that you think people may want to
buy? Perhaps you already have your own cottage industry and
would welcome the opportunity to have a free stall at our
Craft Fair? Chipping Norton’s Ace Children’s Centre in
Burford Road is hosting their third Craft Fair on 21 March
from 3.15 to 6.30pm. They would like to give any young local
parents the opportunity to have a free stall to sell their craft
products. Quite a few parent crafters have booked a place,
several of whom have developed successful small businesses
from previous craft fairs. Anyone is invited to come and
support these enterprising efforts and buy some of these
amazing crafts. Contact Family Centre staff on 644440 for
further details and to reserve a stall.

A piece of the Fibre action!
Local investors can now own a part of the project to bring
ultrafast broadband to West Oxfordshire. Lyneham-based
Cotswolds Broadband has been working for over a year to
bring their ‘Fibre To The People’ and local residents with an
appetite for investment are sought to help fund the project,
which will start to deliver services later this year. Whilst
benefiting from generous tax relief (and around 21% annual

return on investment!) that tax-free profit equates to a
monthly gain of £25 – meaning that you can essentially get
free broadband! This funding is being raised on a brand new
regulated platform, FundTheGap (www.fundthegap.com),
where anyone can select the amount they want to invest and
get a piece of the action. Find out more about Cotswolds
Broadband, their fibre-optic solution and investment
opportunities at www.cotswoldsbroadband.co.uk

Hugo Pickering

Autospares drives up the road
After 23 years doing
business in West
Street, Tom and Dave
Gardner have moved
their Autospares shop
to a bigger and
brighter space at Unit
16 on the Worcester
Road Industrial
Estate. The shop,
which specialises in all
kinds of auto spares
and accessories, has
been based in West
Street for around 50
years, previously run
by another long-
standing owner. The
move has partially
been provoked by the
imminent move of the West Street GP surgery to new
premises. The GPs own the current building and it is unclear
what will happen with a new owner. The News went to visit
Tom (pictured here) – open as usual on a Sunday morning for
anyone urgently needing some important widget for their car
– and found him enthusiastic about the new place – which of
course has parking outside. He said in spite of big increases in
car technology (and more reliability) demand for car bits is as
good as ever – even if a bit ‘electronic’ these days. Tom, Dave
and colleagues Scott and Mike are also good for any advice if
you have a problem with your car and DIY repairs. 

LOCAL NEWS

An evening with
Kate Atkinson

Independent Bookseller of the Year 2007

Life after Life
6pm Tuesday 19th March

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Tickets available

talking about her new book
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Youth up for awards 

Charlie Beadle (pictured at the front) and Blaize Peachey
(bringing up the rear), from Glyme Hall Youth Club in
Chipping Norton, recently went on a Youth Leaders
residential course with Oxfordshire Association for Young
People (OAYP), and have both been nominated for Youth
Awards – Charlie for Volunteering, and Blaize for Sports. The
awards evening will be in Oxford later this month. The Youth
Club, in the impressive surroundings of newly built Glyme Hall
near the Leisure Centre, has been up and running for around
a year. Managed by plucky volunteers including Mark, Caroline
and Alison, whom one of the News team members met on
one of their regular Tuesday evenings, run a range of activities
including DJing, street dancing, barbecues, and indoor sports.
They have their own allotment next door where kids will
choose their own veg to plant and are looking to build their
own shed (donations of shed parts welcome!). The big talk on
the night we visited was of a football tournament being
managed by OAYP and the main excitement was choosing the
strip which has been paid for by O2 Think Big. They are
planning on six teams playing six-a-side in the Sports Hall at
the Leisure Centre in March – sounds like fun!

The Youth Club meets every week, Tuesdays: 7-9pm for 12
to16 year olds, and Thursdays: 6.30-8pm for 8 to 12 year olds.
They are actively seeking volunteers to help out and of course
more kids to take advantage of this great facility. Contact
Hilary Biles on 01993 831423 or Annie Roy-Barker on
644107.

... and more about Glyme Hall
Glyme Hall cost around £1m of taxpayers money to build,
most from the last Government and some from the ‘covenant’
money the County kept from the sale of the Parker Knoll site.
The Hall, owned by the County Council was justified based
on demand for a youth club and local community use. Apart
from some start-up grant its running costs have to be found
from rentals and local support. The Glyme Hall Management
Committee, chaired by County Councillor Hilary Biles, is
responsible for the Hall and its financial management
company. The County’s adult learning service now has a
regular home there. The Community Church, Oxfordshire
Mind, Keep Fit and Kick Boxing are amongst other local
organisations using it. There is a large activities hall, meeting
room, social room, kitchen, and classroom with IT facilities.
Cllr Biles told the Banbury Guardian, ‘It is going extremely well.
I am absolutely delighted with how things are going. There are

lots of people using it every day’. She said that funding was
secure for 2013. To book contact 641644.

Neighbourhood Plan update
It looks like Chippy’s Neighbourhood Plan

could be taking a step forward, with a
decision by the Town Council to fund a
part-time Project Officer. The plan’s first
stage last year involved nearly 400
household questionnaires, three open

meetings and four focus-group workshops
but the results, to be published in a State of

The Town report together with objectives for the
Neighbourhood Plan, are still awaited. The Steering Group has
been looking, with West Oxfordshire officers, at combining
stages to streamline the process. In February the Steering
Group announced that a stakeholder event is to be held in
the Spring for public, organisations and businesses to consider
objectives, town growth rates and options for development.
Councillor Chris Butterworth says, ‘The event will be
advertised in Chipping Norton News and on the Town Council
website – your input to this important document, which will
influence development of Chipping Norton to 2029, would be
very welcome’. With the production of the West Oxfordshire
Local Plan moving along, the Neighbourhood Plan will have to
move fast to hold a town referendum within a year if it is to
be adopted as part of the Development Plan.

Musical Miscellany concert
Chipping Norton ‘Musical Miscellany’ is being held in aid of
Cancer Research UK on Friday 19 April at the Town Hall, at
7.30pm. Something for all tastes from local talented musical
enthusiasts is guaranteed with contributions from handbell
ringers, a singing group, members of the operatic society, a
recorder group, folk club, line dancers and vocal soloists. All
those taking part have given their services free in aid of
Cancer Research UK. Tickets £10 (including refreshments),

LOCAL NEWS

Neighbourhood plan
Chipping Norton – what you said

400 people responded to a Questionnaire last year. The
findings (on the Town Council’s web site) are interesting.
Of those who responded, 31% are employed in the Town,
including 13% who work from home, 19% outside the
Town and 50% are not working, either unemployed (13%)
or retired (37%). Of those working or studying, 40% get
there in private vehicles and 20% walk but only 10% use
public transport. The aspects of the Town that people find
attractive, with over 90% praising them, are access to
countryside, location and range of local services. Areas of
concern include lack of employment opportunities,
affordable housing and public transport, with around 60%
of respondents listing these. Three out of four of us shop
in town at least once a week and say we like to support
our local shops and enjoy the social contact, as well as
reduce travel costs. Issues for the future are retail,
employment, housing, schools and town centre parking. On
housing growth, 44% say growth levels are about right and
41% would accept more or significant growth if needed.
Only 15% feel the Town has grown too fast. 



Tip row: agreement closer?
The plan for a new recycling tip at Greystones was still
awaiting resolution about how much WODC should pay
Chipping Norton Town Council for an access strip of land. At
their January meeting the Town Council overwhelmingly
rejected WODC’s offer of a ‘one off ’ payment of £10,000 to
buy the land. The Council do not want to sell land. Mayor
Martin Jarratt said they are totally in favour of having a
recycling centre replacement for Dean Pit. Councillors agreed
to ask WODC to respond to the Town Council’s last request
for a rent of £5,000 a year for 25 years after an initial two-
year rent-free period. Town Councillors were incensed with
on-the-record comments from WODC’s cabinet member
Simon Hoare who cited the ‘avarice of the Town Council in
demanding a preposterous sum’ and that ‘it should be made
clear to local residents that the project had been undermined
by the Town Council’s cupidity’. Fed up with Cllr Hoare’s
attacks, Town Councillors asked for a meeting with WODC
Leader Barry Norton and the Chief Executive. That meeting
has now been held. Deputy Mayor Cllr Mike Tysoe told the
News ‘We had a useful discussion which resulted in both
parties agreeing to propose a package to our councils for
consideration – more next month – and both parties agreed
to say nothing else to the press …’.

Learn about Beekeeping
How do you fancy beekeeping? A one-

day introductory course is being
held on Saturday 2 March in

Adlestrop Village Hall. Learn about
keeping your own hive and the benefits of joining

your local beekeeping group. No prior knowledge is
required, just an interest in learning more about bees.

You will learn all about the equipment to use so there is no
need to bring anything with you. You don’t need to keep bees
in your own garden, as there are various locations in the
North Cotswolds suitable to use. This course includes a visit
to an apiary to experience beekeeping first-hand. Cost per
person: £39 including light lunch and refreshments
(9.30am–5pm). Please call 659396 to book or email
JuliaAEdwards@gmail.com.

Horse virus hits Hunt
Heythrop Hunt, based in Chipping Norton, had to cancel its
meets for at least a week in early February because of an
outbreak of equine herpes in the local area. The virus, which
can be life-threatening, was found in four horses stabled at a
yard near Moreton-in-Marsh. A number of members of the
hunt keep horses at the yard. Anyone who rode out with the
Heythrop the previous week was advised to isolate their
horse and check its temperature. Symptoms of infection can
include respiratory problems, coughing, nasal discharge, a
raised or spiking temperature and lack of interest in food. As
a result of the situation, the Heythrop Pony Club cancelled a
number of show jumping and dressage events planned for the
half-term break. There was more bad news for the Heythrop
as it was reported that The National Trust has banned the
hunt from riding over its land, including at Chastleton near
Chipping Norton and Sherborne in Gloucestershire. The
Trust said the recent conviction for unlawful hunting gave
them ‘major concern about how the hunt runs its activities’.
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from Gill & Co and Porcupine and on the door. For further
information please contact 645417 or 07587 656469.

Family Bike Day
The Friends of St Mary’s School in Chipping Norton are
holding another Family Bike Day on Saturday 23 March from
12–3pm in the school grounds. Bring your bikes to school for
an afternoon of fun, games, information and advice. Helmets
must be worn. The Friends hope the field will be dry enough
so you can practise riding your bike safely! There is also a Bike

Sale, so bring your outgrown bikes to sell – 20% of sale price
goes to The Friends. Things happening include: Bike clinic,
repairs and maintenance – volunteer bike mechanics needed;
puncture repair clinic – supported by the 6th CN Cubs; road
safety advice; cycling proficiency taster sessions; helmet fitting
advice; refreshments raffle, games, prizes and stunt display!
This is being organised by the Cycling Proficiency Team at St
Mary’s primarily to promote safe cycling around Chipping
Norton and to raise awareness of road safety. It is also a
fundraiser for The Friends of St Mary’s to help with the
Library project. If you have an interest in cycling and can help
with the event please get in touch. The Friends would like as
many local cycling groups as possible to take part in this
community family event! Contact St. Mary’s school office
(642673) or email lucia.edwards@live.co.uk 

info@chippingnortonweddingcars.co.uk
www.chippingnortonweddingcars.co.uk

Chipping Norton Wedding Cars
Bentley Turbo R with chauffeur

Please contact Seymour Mincer: 075 00 661 016 

Bike advice at last year’s Family Bike Day
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Hospital bus stop
At the moment, anyone taking the main S3 bus from town to
the new hospital has to get off 50 metres further up the
London Road and scramble over muddy, slippery verges.
Finally, the County Council is putting in a proper path. With

the new GP surgeries also being built there a more user-
friendly stop will be much appreciated. However, Town Cllr
Mike Dixon (for years a bus driver) did wonder why on earth
the two bus stops were almost opposite each other – a recipe
for a jam in the (unlikely) case that buses going both ways
stop at the same time. Meanwhile, the X8 Kingham bus
through Chippy will continue to end up round the back at the
main hospital entrance, right near the new GP surgeries.

Be pampered in Over Norton
On Friday 8 March from 7-10pm there is a pampering evening
at Over Norton Village Hall. Tickets can be bought from Clare
on 645010 for £2 or can be bought on the evening for £3. A
free glass of wine is available on arrival, then pamper yourself
with Haircutting, Waxing, Massaging, Reflexology, Tarot card
reading, Indian head massage, and Nails. There is also a
tombola, raffle, and stalls selling jewellery, handbags, Avon,
Bodyshop, Bippity Boo wares and lots more.

The Great Green Deal 
West Oxfordshire District Council, on behalf of a consortium
of 18 authorities, has successfully bid for a £600,000
government Green Deal grant. Green Deal will help
householders and businesses interested in becoming more
energy efficient, save money on fuel bills and stay warm.
Improvements could include insulation, draught proofing,
double glazing, a new boiler/heating system and renewable
energy technologies such as solar panels. A not-for-profit
company will administer the Green Deal. The launch is due in
mid 2013 when more details will be available. But you can
register your interest in an assessment on the website
www.westoxon.gov.uk/greendeal, or by phoning 01993
861020. Cllr David Harvey, Cabinet Member for Environment,
said ‘Green Deal is an exciting opportunity with the potential
to make a big difference to reducing both carbon emissions
and energy bills. Payback is through financial savings made
from energy efficiency property improvements and these
savings will be deducted from electricity bills’.

A ‘million jobs’ in Chippy
‘How to make a million jobs’ is a
book by social entrepreneur Colin
Crooks, who came to Chipping
Norton’s Jaffé & Neale in January
and spoke with conviction. Colin
(pictured) has led social
enterprises that recycle paper and
refurbish office furniture, bikes,
computers and electrical
equipment for resale. He drew
heavily on personal experiences of
employing people who lacked basic literacy and numeracy
skills, were unemployed with no experience of working,
including ex-prisoners. All were trapped in the cycle of
deprivation that can include poverty, ill health, family
breakdown, substance abuse, poor environment, criminality,
homelessness, violence and social breakdown. Colin believes
that worklessness, which leads to a feeling of worthlessness,
is at the heart of this cycle. He told several moving stories of
how individuals, who had lost all hope, had been able to
transform their lives through what he terms ‘patient
employment’, ie where the employer invests time in the
individual and provides bespoke on-the-job training where its
purpose is clear and related to employment progression.

The book shows that the number people of economically
active age in the UK, who are un- or under-employed, is
actually around 6.5 million: far higher than official figures.
Various Government initiatives have failed to create jobs for
the most needy and, he says, money is siphoned off by
intermediaries. Similarly, private sector development, such as

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

Sue would
like to

welcome
Wendy &

Nikki
to her new

Salon

Easy access ground floor salon
Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens
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Canary Wharf and Salford Quays, has not benefited the low
skilled unemployed. Colin’s challenge to us, and to
government, is to start by creating 1,000 new jobs in the
1,000 most deprived communities in the UK (hence the
million jobs). His says this can be achieved by redirecting funds
from existing Government schemes direct to employers,
establishing Social Enterprise Zones or supporting local
enterprise in area-based initiatives. He suggests, for example,
that recycling is not only a sustainable but also a labour-
intensive sector; that local sourcing of food, services and
construction should be favoured because the local multiplier
effect benefits the local economy; that private and public
sector organisations should set associated targets. A book
very much in Schumacher’s ‘Small is Beautiful’ vein, of
immediate relevance to society today, it is a challenging but
uplifting read. Signed copies are for sale at Jaffé & Neale. 

Phone Co-op record results
The Phone Co-op, Chipping Norton’s award-winning
communications co-operative announced its results in
January with a record year of sales and profitability – as a

consumer co-operative it shares its success with its
customers as owners. The Co-op, founded back in 1998 by
Chief Executive Vivian Woodell, now employs over 60 full and
part-time staff here and at its northern Manchester base.
With 23,000 customers and 9,500 members, the business has
grown its mobile services rapidly to add to traditional landline
phone and broadband service, and successfully moved into
providing renewable energy, such as solar panel installation, at
five sites last year. The Co-op prides itself on its employee
engagement (with profit sharing, an elected Employee
Council, and membership of a Trade Union encouraged) and
its ethical and environmental policies. It won the Green
Award from the Federation of Communication Services for
the fourth year running. One interesting statistic in its Annual
Report is the proportion of business and employee travel
done on public transport, cycling and walking: 87%! More
growth and acquisitions are signalled for this year. 

Hot Cross Bun Morning
Make a bee line for Bledington Village Hall on Good Friday, 22
March, and tuck in to coffee & hot cross buns between
10.30am and noon. There will be stalls offering additional
treats including Once Bitten handmade chocolates and Wild
Berries preserves. All proceeds to Village Hall funds.

Building on success
Local firm Chipping Norton Builders, started by lifelong
Chippy lad Joe Johnson only in 2010, found itself up for an

award in January as one of West Oxfordshire’s star new
businesses. The West Oxfordshire Business Awards, to be
presented at a major gala dinner on 8 March in Heythrop
Park, saw Joe and his team nominated as a finalist for the CT-
UK New business award. Joe, after a career in building, was
thrown on the dole back in 2009 and decided to take the
plunge and start his own building business – which has grown
and now has eight full-time employees and has attracted some
delighted customers and business in spite of a national
downturn in construction. He has also taken on three
apprentices recently. The judges looked at growth, stability,
vision, understanding of the market and investment. Joe says
the secret is hard work, a great team and a real focus on doing
good work that customers want. Luck also seems to be with
him – before he started up he found that no one had
registered the name ‘Chipping Norton Builders’ and he forked
out £29 to buy it on Companies House. Then he won a bid
for £120 at Jeremy Clarkson’s Lido auction to get local
company, GD Associates, to design a website (just google

Joe Johnson (centre)  with Alan and Ronalda Heapy at the
WOBA finalists’ event



Chipping Norton Builders and it comes out right near the
top!). 

The awards (WOBA) had 11 categories with 33 finalists
and eight of them come from Chipping Norton! They include
The Lido, Chipping Norton Theatre (which won two awards
last year), CETA Insurance, mark-making*, and Chipping
Norton Literary Festival. At the Gala Dinner WOBA plans to
raise money for its nominated charity Adventure Plus, winner
of the 2012 Charity and Community Award.

Jake’s Gym takes off
Chipping Norton’s Jake Stevens, a 26-year-old ex-Top School
student, celebrated January with the opening of his own
specialist gym in Banbury. The Elite Performance Centre is

based in a specially converted unit at the Tramway Industrial
Estate (near Morrisons) and Jake is spreading the word that
this is the place to go if you are a serious sports and fitness
enthusiast. The News talked to Jake about his hard work in
setting up a new business from scratch. He put most of the
effort in himself to get Council approval for the facility, then
went round the country and on to EBay to get all the
specialist equipment he needed. His previous experience as a
fitter came in useful to refurbish all the equipment and get the
gym ready. Jake says the Centre is ‘more than just another
gym, offering the ultimate in training experience and dietary
knowledge to achieve the best body composition. The centre
uses training and dietary techniques founded by
www.charlespoliquin.com, a world renowned strength and
conditioning coach. The gym has plenty of space and Jake has
already got the word out to local users through a Facebook
page. Users can take up a monthly membership or talk to Jake
about personal training ideas. He can be contacted at
info@eliteperformancecentre.co.uk

Guideposts Trust
12 April in Oxfordshire marks the launch of a year-long
dementia awareness campaign across the County. It begins
with an event at Chipping Norton Theatre shared with Lights
Up, a local arts-based memory club. It will include stalls,
information and a whole host of creative and therapeutic
activities. Dementia is an issue we can no longer afford to
ignore and is a condition most feared by people over 55. The
awareness campaign will help you to learn more about the
signs of dementia, steps to reduce your risk of developing
dementia, what to do if you are worried or think you or
someone you know may have it. The campaign is co-ordinated
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by Dementia Web supported by The Guideposts Trust. To
reserve seats please contact Chipping Norton Theatre Box
Office: 642350. For more information on the campaign please
contact Dementia Web: 0845 1204048.

Margaret Eaglestone – Guideposts Trust

Fairport coming to Chippy!

Folk-rock band, Fairport Convention, have kindly agreed to
perform in Chipping Norton to help the Friends of St Mary’s
Church raise funds to preserve our historic 15th century
church, known as the ‘Cathedral of the Cotswolds’. The
concert in this magnificent Grade 1 listed church is on
Saturday 25 May at 7.30pm and is part of the band’s national
summer tour. £20 concert tickets are limited, so please don’t
miss out on this rare opportunity to see Fairport performing
live in our local parish church. Contact The Theatre Chipping
Norton (642350), Jaffé & Neale Bookshop (641033), the
Chequers Inn (644717) and/or the Church Office (646202).
For more information about this and future events or to get
involved and support the Friends of St Mary’s Church please
contact Chairman Geoff Bayley on 646391.

New craft club in Town?
A new social and craft club in the Town – ChippyCrafters –
could be starting in Spring 2013: a monthly, evening get-
together with a cuppa, cake and chat for fellow craft-minded
folk of all ages and abilities. They’ll be making handmade paper
and fabric craft items including cards, bags, accessories,
decorative items, treats and gifts for special occasions:

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to
complement your home
surroundings

Custom made covers
for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:
Sue Hazell 01608 644 877
(30 years experience)

Local lad, Jake Stevens pictured in his Banbury gym
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Halloween, Christmas, Easter, birthdays, anniversaries,
weddings and christenings, or just a little friendship gift to
cheer someone up! No experience or skills necessary. Each
class is £7.50, which includes all the materials required plus
refreshments. For more information on start dates, venues
and more, please contact Lisa Barton:
lisa.barton@hotmail.co.uk.

Host your own Simply Supper
Local charity, Helen & Douglas House, want Simply Supper
hosts this Spring. This is a great excuse to get together with

friends or family for dinner any evening from March to May
and invite guests to donate what they thought the meal was
worth. A Simply Supper can be anything from fish and chips to
a gourmet meal. The money raised goes to the Charity.
Schwartz is supporting this year’s campaign by providing free
packs of Schwartz Recipe Inspirations containing a selection
of pre-measured herbs and spices. Hosts will enter a prize
draw to win a Schwartz Hamper. Becky Pearman, Assistant
Manager at the Chipping Norton shop, who lives in Over
Norton said, ‘I held a Simply Supper last year with one of the
volunteers from the shop, Margaret, who is a brilliant cook. It
was a great way of raising money as we both enjoy cooking
and a good opportunity to get friends together. We had about
15 guests who were served salmon and tagine then a
wonderful selection of desserts. Everyone had a lovely
evening and raised over £300. We are hoping to do it again
this year’. For more information or to sign up contact

Fundraising on 01865 799150, or email
simplysupper@helenanddouglas.org.uk. 

All Dressed Up! moves
All Dressed Up!
Chippy’s very own dress
agency, has moved into
larger premises  which
were previously
occupied by Harbod
Jewels. Now it will be
able to extend the range
of clothing it sells,
branch out into
accessories and gifts
and, hopefully, dress hire
for evening wear – so
watch this space. Gail,
Kate and Sue are
expanding their range
with new brands of
jewellery and scarves,
and also UK-made
organic candles,
diffusers, hand and body
washes and lotions. Gail
told the News, ‘These lighter, brighter premises give us far
more display space, two changing rooms and a bigger shop
window onto Middle Row, which is fast becoming an
attractive shopping environment’. The team is finding that
their new location, just two doors along from their old shop
is opening opportunities, and they would also like to remind
customers they are open for private styling and shopping
events too. So go along and take a look!

Skyfall in Churchill!
The blockbuster James Bond film Skyfall will be showing at
Churchill & Sarsden Village Hall on Friday 8 March at 7.30pm.
Widely regarded as the best Bond to date, this is no ordinary
action movie but a complex portrayal of the 21st century
super spy. Bond’s loyalty (brilliantly played by Daniel Craig) to
M is tested when her past comes back to haunt her and both
she and MI6 come under attack. Complete with an extended
role for Judi Dench and a terrific villain in Javier Bardem, this
Bond movie is refreshingly different and not to be missed. And
don’t be late – the first nine minutes are extraordinary! And
… why not join other film fans for supper? ... by arrangement
with The Chequers, special two-course film menu for £15:
main course at 6pm, dessert after the film. Booking essential!
To book film and supper, or just film, ring Jackie on 659903 or
email churchillmovies@btinternet.com Film entrance: £4.50,
pay at the door.

Devious magicians in Rollright
On 16 March a duo of magicians/mind readers called Devious
Minds are performing in Great Rollright Village Hall. Both
performers are members of the Magic Circle and they bring
a show which blends comedy magic and cutting-edge mind
reading. The expectation is for a show full of magical surprises
and inspirational moments. The event will start at 7.30pm
(doors open at 7pm). There will be a licensed bar before the
show and during the interval. Tickets £8 for adults, £4 for

Having fun & raising funds at a Simply Supper!
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children (under 16), and a ticket for family of four £20. It is a
family show and there is no reason why the smallest child
couldn’t be present. However, Devious Minds feel that
concepts in the second half of the show are unlikely to be
understood by children under the age of eight or nine. Tickets
from Sarah (730888) or Ian (737568). Valuable financial
support is again being provided from Good Night Out. See
goodnightout.org for more entertainment in Oxfordshire’s
village halls throughout the year.

Make a difference for birds 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds’ (RSPB) Big
Garden Birdwatch took place over a snowy Saturday and a
milder, snow-free Sunday in January. Now in its 34th year,

Birdwatch asks people to
spend an hour recording
the bird life in gardens,
schools and parks, to
capture a snapshot of the
UK’s garden bird
population. Steve Akers,
who readers may
remember from his
discovery of a rare
Oriental Turtle Dove in
2011, has taken part in

Birdwatch for the past five years. The day’s highlight for the
Akers family was a visit by seven Redpoll, unusual visitors to
their garden. Steve said, ‘It’s interesting to see the trends each
year – gold-and greenfinches seem to be holding their own,
whereas sadly, song thrushes are very rare. We are lucky to

have a colony of house sparrows living in the uneven
brickwork of our neighbour’s house. But more modern
buildings mean birds which once lived close to people, don’t
now get the nesting opportunities’. Steve has noticed a
definite decline in certain species in his garden – ‘a lot to do
with the way we use chemicals in the garden, for example slug
pellets have a
devastating effect on
thrushes, not to
mention hedgehogs’. 

By taking part in
this survey RSPB find
out more about bird
numbers and their
decline and
distribution – the first
step in helping to put
things right. Heather
Leonard from Church
Street had a Reed
Bunting in her garden,
a cold-weather visitor. Not only did she take part in the RSPB
survey but also takes part in British Trust for Ornithology
BTO weekly Garden BirdWatch. If you enjoy watching birds
in your garden why not make your garden count? The BTO
Garden BirdWatch has run weekly since 1995, revealing
amazing seasonal and annual changes in the use of gardens.
For a free enquiry pack please email your name and address
to the Garden Ecology Team: gbw@bto.org. For the outcome
of the RSPB Birdwatch see rspb.org.uk/birdwatch.

Help with Bus Pass problems
Help is at hand at Chipping Norton Library for those needing
help with bus passes. Even though books are still our main
priority at the Library, we have taken on the job of giving out
information and forms for bus passes. If you need help filling
out the forms, our staff will be happy to assist. Once you are
ready to send off the application it can be sent from the
Library through our internal mail, saving you the postage. At
the larger Libraries including Banbury, Witney and Oxford you
can take your identification along and they will be able to take
your photo and process your details there. For more
information please pop by your local Library and ask a
member of staff.

Laura Jones, Chipping Norton Library Manager

Methodists’ bicentenary
At the moment the Methodist Church is busy planning events
to celebrate the bicentenary of Methodism in the Chipping
Norton and Stow-on-the-Wold Circuit with the inaugural
ceremony taking place on 14 September at Chipping Norton
School. More details later. We are continuing to collect items
for the North Oxfordshire Food Bank. If people in the town
would like to contribute, canned or dried goods can be left in
the Lower Hall during our weekly Wednesday coffee
mornings or in Church on Sunday at 11am, or 12 noon after
the service. We will be holding a series of events and services
throughout Lent and Holy Week at our Church and other
churches in the Circuit. For more information please contact
our minister Rev Soba Sinnathamby on 642256 or Senior
Steward Martin Hannant on 643653.

Elaine Lugo

AUTOSPARES
Yes, we have

moved!!
We are now located at 

Unit 16
Worcester Road Industrial Estate

Chipping Norton
OX7 5XW

01608 642049
Still carrying a wide range
of your everyday motoring

needs 
plus ample parking

A Redpoll

A Reed Bunting
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POW Memories Wanted
Does anyone in Chipping
Norton have mementos
from Prisoners of War?
The new Soldiers of
Oxfordshire Museum
(SOFO) – based in
Woodstock – are
seeking personal items
for the Museum in an
exhibition about POW
experiences and are
appealing to the public
for help in bringing the
new museum to life. The
necklace (pictured) was
given to a young girl
during the war, having
been made by a German
POW held at a local
camp. Local POWs often
made toys and children’s

playthings to sell for a little extra cash. The dog tags are a
reminder of Sgt Leslie Mitchell’s (from Woodstock) time in
the Stalag Luft III camp, now in Poland, and infamous for the
‘Great Escape’. Matthew Smaldon from SOFO says: ‘We are
seeking first-hand accounts, memorabilia, written memoirs,
photos, letters, and other items relating to POWs. We want
to tell the story of local men held in POW camps, and of how
the influx of German and Italian POWs also affected life in the

county – we need Oxfordshire residents to help us build the
story.’ If you can help contact Sue Cross on 01993 813832,
email admin@sofo.org.uk. SOFO has launched its Friends
Organisation with its first event at Ditchley Park in
Oxfordshire. The Museum is currently being built in the
grounds of The Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock, to be
completed by the end of 2013. 

Take your pooch to the park
Pooches in the Park is Back!! On
Sunday 24 March at Cornbury
Park, near Charlbury, you can
take part in a one or a five mile
walk to raise money for Helen &
Douglas House. After you have
finiahws the walk, you can enjoy
some stalls for all your doggy
needs, a bit of retail therapy and
even let your dog have a go at
our agility course! Only £7 per
dog to sign up for this event. Sign
up today!! For any more details
please contact Stephanie on
sbrain@helenanddouglas.org.uk 

Go-ahead at Manor House 
Proposals to build four new houses in the grounds of The
Manor House on West Street were approved by West
Oxfordshire Uplands Planning Committee on 4 February
following a site visit by Committee members. Chipping
Norton Town Councillors had objected to the application, as
well as to its predecessor, on the grounds of highways,
flooding, conservation area location and proximity to a listed
building. Objections came from residents on Withers Way and
Cottsway Housing, who had concerns about surface water
run-off, and from neighbours The Vintage Car Sports Club.
However, planning officers were convinced by the applicant’s
agents that surface drainage problems could be satisfactorily
dealt with and their advice was that the proposal accorded
with policy.

Allotments available
Allotments are available at the Burford Road site. Anyone
interested should contact Janet at the Town Council offices
on 642341.

Bingo at Easter
Over Norton Youth Club are holding an Easter Bingo sesson
at Over Norton Village Hall on Friday 22 March. Doors open
at 7pm and eyes down at 8pm. If you would like to donate
prizes (easter eggs, wine, etc) contact Jane on 643904.

Dr Frederick James
Dr Bruce Parker wrote to the News noting the passing of a
former Chipping Norton GP. Dr Frederick James was in
partnership with Drs Russell and Brigg until 1966. Bruce said,
‘He took great interest in the development of brain-damaged
children, a number of whom were under his care at Penhurst.
He left to follow this interest in the school medical service at
Nottingham. He finally retired to Cirencester and died on 2
January in Sussex. Dorothy his wife predeceased him’.
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Was Chippy the first
town in Oxfordshire, or
even in England, to have a
female police officer? Mrs
Eileen Forbes, a member
of Chipping Norton
History Society, is keen to
find out. Eileen, who was
born in the town in 1924,
has clear memories of
Policewoman Juanita
Pentelow from the 1920s
and 1930s. 

Eileen recalls: ‘She
was a big lady, all in
uniform, with a buttoned
up skirt and buttoned up
boots and she carried a
black cane. She was a
policewoman in Chipping

Norton and retired here and died in Banbury in 1954. She is
not buried here; I know because I have been to look. I don’t
think she had any relatives. She might have been a widow from
the First World War. As children, we believed she was the first
lady policewoman in England. Probably not, but she might have
been in Oxfordshire.’ 

When she retired Mrs Pentelow lived in one of the red brick
houses 38-42 West End. But that’s about all Eileen can find
out. She has contacted Thames Valley Police archivist who

cannot assist. The History Society has been able to confirm
that Mrs Juanita Elsie Pentalow died in Banbury on 27 May
1954 aged 74. However, without her maiden name or the first
name of her husband, it is difficult to do more research. Does
anyone else have memories of Policewoman Pentelow? If so,
The News would love to hear from you! These photos from
the Museum archive might jog memories!

The First Policewoman in the County?
Chipping Norton seems to have a grand tradition of formidable women police officers (see

opposite!) Here we have some memories of the 1920s & 30s. 
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New police team in West Oxon
It’s all change with new top policewomen
at all levels with a new acting Chief
Inspector, Helen Roberts (pictured left)
who has been here for two and a half
years (Chief Insp
Colin Paine is moving
on) and a new district
n e i g h b o u r h o o d

inspector Louise Roddy (pictured right)
who told the News she was eager to
ensure local communications in Chipping
Norton between public, Town Council
and police were as effective as possible.

Community action around town!!
In February Local Chipping Norton Sergeant Lindsay Nursaw
and PCSO Cheryl Harrison came to meet Keith Ruddle from
the News team with Town Councillor Sarah Wilkes from The

Blue Boar, who is on the Chipping Norton Neighbourhood
Action Group (NAG) which covers the Town and surrounding
villages. They would like more people in town to get involved
with NAG – and Cheryl mentioned great success recently
when the local community got together to help clear up
graffiti etc in Back Alley and the Hailey Road ‘triangle’. Another
recent issue saw young people getting in the way of shoppers
and escalator users in the Westgate arcade. PCSO Cheryl
talked to them, and retailers were genuinely appreciative
when the kids apologised. If you are in a part of town that
could do with some ‘community action’ please contact Cheryl
or Sarah. 

Town Council Connections
Lindsay also wants her team to know more of the Councillors
as elected community members. Cheryl also keeps in contact
with Town Clerk Vanessa Oliveri on any current issues. Sarah
Wilkes gets regular updates and can raise any issues police or
public are concerned about at Council meetings. Crime in
Chippy is generally low. Public and police say their top recent
local priorities speeding, anti-social behaviour,
vandalism/graffiti, and fuel and metal thefts. Litter and dog
mess feature frequently in complaints. Parking and condition
of the roads was also raised although this is now not often a
police matter.

Police and Neighbourhood Safety update
Current Chippy thefts
Recent burglaries and thefts – including from the allotments
– have caused some concern. Bike thefts have also happened
(probably a local culprit) and local churches, including in
Chippy, have had collection boxes raided. Finally the bottom
New Street car park has had some break-ins with
quarterlights smashed. Please keep a lookout and tell police
anything suspicious. To report crimes or to contact the
neighbourhood team call the new police non emergency
number 101 or the old number 0845 8 505505. In a real
emergency call 999. For enquiries email
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

Serious assault in town centre
Police are appealing for information after an incident of GBH
in Chipping Norton town centre on Saturday 2 February in an
altercation in the kebab van queue at 11.40pm. Two men and
a woman sustained serious injuries during the incident. They
required treatment at Horton General Hospital. The two
male offenders left in a red hatchback. One offender was
white, approximately 30-years-old, 5ft 10in tall, of heavy build
with a shaved head. He was wearing blue jeans and a dark-
coloured top. The second offender is also white, with a shaved
head and of heavy build. Contact PC Nigel Lomas tel. 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Deaths on local roads
There were 28 road deaths in Oxfordshire last year – up on
2011, although serious injuries were down at 190. Calls for
tougher measures include cracking down on using mobile
phones, not wearing seat belts, unsafe cars, driving too fast,
and ensuring the County’s roads are in good condition

Thanks for helping Cheryl
PCSO Cheryl Harrison asked the News to thank the three
local men who came to help her back before Christmas when
she actually stopped and arrested a man for shoplifting who
had been making his escape outside the Co-op. The man has
since been charged and convicted.

Allotment thefts
Police are still after the culprits who raided half a dozen
allotment sheds in the Burford Road before Christmas. Police
say the culprits are probably local but they need evidence
saying ‘Unfortunately it seems to be a sign of the times that
thefts from sheds, garages and gardens are persisting’. The
allotment holders are getting much more focused together on
security and prevention and Lindsay would like anyone seeing
suspicious vans or people to report it.

Recent convictions
From Chipping Norton in January a community supervision
order was made on Nicholas Sumners for breaching a
restraining order in the Town. Christopher Jeffery was given a
conditional discharge  for possession of cannabis in the town
and Craig Cripps of Witney was convicted of stealing a bottle
of brandy from Chipping Norton’s Co-op.

Have Your Say 
The next Have Your Say meeting with Chipping Norton police
is on Friday, 8 March, 10.30-11.30am at Milton-under-
Wychwood’s  Baptist Church.

PCSO Cheryl Harrison and Sergeant Lindsay Nursaw at a
meeting with the News team.
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3 FESTIVALS THIS SPRING
101st Chipping Norton Music Festival
8-23 March
The Festival revolves around the classes which are held most
days during the Festival. Their aim is to help participants
improve their technical and performance techniques by having
helpful tips from highly qualified professional adjudicators.

These are held in the Town Hall and listening and watching the
performances and adjudications can be fascinating and
informative. Members of the public are welcome; there is a
small admission fee (£1.50) for the whole session, which on
Saturday 16th means the whole day! An A-board will be
outside the Town Hall when classes are in session. Visit
www.cnmf.org.uk or pick up a programme from Jaffé & Neale
for full details.
Below is a list of the classes; on weekdays, they generally start
around 4pm, other times are mentioned.
Friday 8th Youth Jazz Band Challenge 7pm at Chipping Norton
School.
Saturday 9th A day of choirs touching base with the roots of
the Festival. There are so many choirs taking part that the only
session tickets available have gone to the choirs.
Monday 11th The first of the workshops for Year 5 children
from local schools. An audience is invited to the short
presentation at 5pm in CN School (tickets in advance only).
Monday 11th The folk class is always a laid back affair with wine
and nibbles. Come and enjoy some of our folk traditions. 7pm
in the Town Hall.
Tuesday 12th The second of the Year 5 workshops at CN
School; details as for Monday.
Tuesday 12th Classical guitar class 4.15pm in the Town Hall.
Thursday 14th 4pm Children will be seen carrying all manner
of instruments up the Town Hall steps in preparation for the
ensembles classes which will be followed by strings.
Friday 15th The piano marathon begins at 3.30pm.
Saturday 16th A full day of piano classes with participants of all
abilities. Listeners will realise that Chippy really has got talent!
Monday 18th 4pm The turn of the woodwind and brass with a
wide range of instruments including flute, trumpets, horns,
clarinets and saxophones.
Tuesday 19th As well as music, there are classes for Speech and
Drama which start at 10.15am, the afternoon session starts at
at 2.30pm.

Friday 22nd 3pm Senior Vocal classes will feature a wide variety
of songs  including opera, jazz and duets.
Saturday 23rd Junior Vocal sesssions starting at 9.15am.

Last month's News featured the three concerts being
held but here is a brief reminder of them:
Sunday 10th 3-4.30pm Frances Jones bringing her Alphorn to
Chippy for A Taste of Swiss Music
Sunday 17th 7.30pm the Adderbury Quartet; if you love
classical music this is for you.
Saturday 23rd 7.30pm Festival Concert, featuring the best
performances of the classes.
Tickets are available from Jaffé & Neale, tel 641033, or on the door.

Chipping Norton
Literary Festival 
18-21 April
A celebration of words with talks,
performances, discussion panels,
and workshops including these two
new ones:

ChipLitBits: One-hour long taster workshops on a wide
range of topics.
ChipLitChunks: Two-hour in-depth workshops followed by
half an hour of tea/coffee and cake with the workshop leader.
Topics include Writing for Television, The Art of Self-
publishing, How to Find an Agent, Writing Hot Scenes, Writing
Poems, and Writing ‘Real’ Characters.
Also new for this year, are children’s events – mostly free –
which promise to be interactive and fun. More of what's on in
next month's News.
Visit www.chiplitfest.com for details. Tickets available from The
Theatre (642350/www.chippingnortontheatre.com) 

Fibre Festival
10am-4pm Saturday 4 May
Chipping Norton has a long and proud association with wool
and this festival celebrates this heritage, promoting
contemporary crafts linked to wool. The Fibreworks, who are
organising the Festival in the Town Hall, will be holding a
knitting surgery as well as advising on ways to discover new
crafts. There will be demonstrations of spinning, weaving and
rag rugging to watch and vintage teas to enjoy. The history of
the Town's wool trade and Bliss Tweed Mill will be displayed
and guided walks to the Mill itself are included. More details
of this in our April edition.Visit www.thefibreworks.co.uk for
more information.

The Theatre
Cotswold Comedy Club – a review
Alison Huitt reports: The Cotswold Comedy Club made its first
appearance on the stage of the Chippy Theatre on 25 January
and judging from audience reaction it was a hit. The new
venue is good for comedy in size and layout, allowing for
audience involvement and repartee. The Club seems to have
wide audience appeal from early 20s upwards. It is billed as
suitable for ages 14+ years which was just as well as some of

Last year’s Senior Choir Day – at the heart of the first Festival
Photo Martin Davies
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the humour on the night was certainly adult. Ken Norman and
Dave Arnold are promoters of the Club and it was Dave who
hosted the evening, introducing the acts and trying out some
of his own gags. James Mullinger was the opening act. He
struck up a repartee with the ‘girls night out’ from Kingham
seated in front row, and this group were again picked on by
the following two acts, which gave the evening a good
continuity.

Middle act Laura Lexx used the stage well, never seeming
to stay in one place more than a few seconds, this constant
movement was reflected in her quick thinking. Our reviewers
agreed that Patrick Monahan who was headlining was by far
the most amusing and entertaining. Pat’s humour is
refreshingly clean and without the f*** word in every joke. His
gags were both topical and Chippy related. Even a simple line
such as ‘People with scones can be aggressive’ became
hilarious.

The next session of the Cotswold Comedy Club at
Chipping Norton Theatre is on Thursday 21 March with Brian
Higgins headlining. Tickets £10.

Two streamed performances
Ballet: The Rite of Spring
4pm Sunday 31 March
has been postponed by
The Bolshoi but has
been replaced by a
recording of another
Bolshoi production –
Esmeralda based on the
Victor Hugo novel
about the Hunchback of
Notre Dame.

Drama: People by Alan Bennett; from the National Theatre
7pm Saturday 23 March starring Frances de la Tour (Miss
Jones in Rising Damp) and Linda Bassett (Queenie in Lark Rise
to Candleford).

Music
Oxford Philomusica – String Quartets playing chamber music
by Beethoven, Ravel and Mozart 7.45pm Friday 22 March.

Film
Lincoln with Daniel Day Lewis in the title role. 7.30pm Sunday
10 and Saturday 30 March – the latter is an extra screening.

Out & About
March Classes at The Fibreworks
Three forms of Floristry (bouquet and posy, table decoration
and button holes), Learn to Crochet, Embroider Pictures and
Screen Printing For details call 645970 or visit their knitting
and crochet shop in Middle Row. See opposite for news of
their Fibre Festival and website address.

Charlbury Art Society
Lettering and Sculpture-Craftmanship in the 21st Century. Alec
Peever, who works in stone is giving this talk to the Charlbury
Art Society at their monthly meeting at 7.30pm Wednesday
16 March at the Meeting House, Market Street, Charlbury.
Non members welcome (entrance fee of £5). The Society
holds its Annual Spring Exhibition and Sale 9.30am-5pm
Saturday 6 April, in the Memorial Hall, Charlbury.

Charlbury Art Society welcomes anyone with an interest
in art. They have talks on art-related subjects, sometimes with
demonstrations, workshops, outdoor painting in summer and
coach trips to galleries. Subscription is still £10, which
includes all eight talks and various discounts on materials. 

For details call Roy Coates, 810116, or visit
www.charlburyarts.co.uk

Blenheim Palace
Blenheim Palace
has reopened with
n exhibition
entitled Lights,
Camera, Action
celebrating the
many films and TV
programmes in
which the Palace
has starred,
including The Young
Victoria, Gulliver’s
Travels, and Harry
Potter and the
Order of the
Phoenix. The
exhibition runs
until 1 April.

Oxfordshire Museum Woodstock
The current exhibition A Fine Line runs until 17 March
showing the work of three prominent artists, Stanley
Anderson, Sydney Carline and Robin Tanner who all played a
part in the engraving revival of the early 20th century.
Anderson’s engravings are based on subjects in the Cotswolds
and Oxfordshire and Carline lived in Oxford, giving this
exhibition are real local feel. Free entry.

Cotswold Decorative & Fine Arts Society
In the spring of 1889 the young architect Edwin Lutyens, the
most famous British architect of the 20th century, met the
artist-gardener-craftswoman Gertrude Jekyll who empathised
with his ideas regarding design and distinctiveness. Together
they set a much admired standard of excellence.

Steven Desmond will give a talk entitled The Odd Couple:
the Gardens of Edwin Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll on Wednesday
13 March. The Society's AGM is at 10.30, the lecture at 11am,
at the Bradwell Village Hall, near Burford. Non-members are
very welcome (suggested donation £8). Visit
www.cotswolddfas.org for more information.

The Hound of the Baskervilles ...
will be in Chippy in April! The Nortonians are busy rehearsing
their production of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's most famous
story. They will be performing it at the Methodist Church,
West Street at 8pm on 12 and 13 April. Tickets from Coca in
West Street and wegottickets.com. The Norts have a
Facebook page and would like to put up some photographs of
past productions. If any reader has some they can use, please
contact Andrew Pitman (01993 830930 or
andrewpitman123@btinternet.com) The Norts are already
considering scripts for their November production of Puss in
Boots with auditions in May. If you are interested contact
Andrew as above.

Rupert Friend played Albert to Emily
Blunt’s Young Victoria. Filming at

Blenheim renewed local connections for
Stonesfield born Rupert who, as a

teenager,  attended Youth Theatre at
Chipping Norton Theatre
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January was a busy month. We competed in two open meets
and we co-hosted Swimming Galas for both Primary and
Secondary schools.
Two Open Meets
Our swimmers did us proud
in Coventry with personal
best times achieved across the
board, however, Lucy Griffin
was the overall star, achieving
first in all her races which
meant she came home with
the trophy for first in the 11-
year-old age group.

Unfortunately the snow
prevented some swimmers
from competing at the
Maxwell swimming Club
Open Meet in Aylesbury. However, Felicity Darwent and Lucy
Griffin made it there and managed to beat some of their
personal best times so it was worth the effort.
Gala Success
Coaches and parents from the Club showed up in force on 29
January to help with the annual Primary Schools Under 11
Swimming Gala. We witnessed some record breaking swims
and several swimmers were talent spotted to join the club.
Well done to all competitors. There were some fantastic
individual swims and they displayed superb team effort in all
the races. Winning ‘big school’ Kingham Primary were the
overall winners with Holy Trinity the top medium school and

Middle Barton winners of the small school section.
We also helped in a similar capacity at the Secondary

Schools gala. Again, we
witnessed some superb swims
– the decibel level hit the roof
as the students cheered on
their team mates. Marlborough
school came first overall with
Chipping Norton coming a
close second.

Luke Jeffrey Swim Day
On Saturday 16 February
Charlie Bentley, Joe Jaffé, Aaron
Lamb, Sam Morton and
Rebecca Hoadley have been
selected to take part in the
annual Luke Jeffrey Memorial

Trust Competitive Swim Day. This is a day based at Coventry
swimming pool where the lucky participants spend time with
national coaches training in the pool, learning some of the
valuable skills required to compete successfully. They not only
train in the water but also on dry land, and learn important
information about nutrition for the sportsperson too. Good
luck to all five of them.

We look ahead to our home Club competition in March
and April as well as the County Championships where we not
only have individual entries but hope to be fielding several
relay teams too. Visit www.4ssc.co.uk for more information.

Sarah Holland

Kingham School:  the overall winners of the Primary School Gala
co-hosted by 4 Shires Swimming Club – see p31 for more photos

4 Shires Swimming Club
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Trampolining
As the competitive season gets
going, Higher Energy Trampoline
Club wishes all the best to those
entering their first Regional
Competition on the 3 March. Time
to reap the rewards for all their
dedication and commitment to
training. In particular, to Amy
Rappaport (pictured) who will be
selected to train with the elite
City of Oxford Trampoline
Academy if she qualifies to
Regional E grade...best of luck! We
would like to welcome our newest
Club member, Grace Ford, who is

already showing great competitive potential.
We currently have three spaces on our 11.45am-12.45pm

session, open to those aged 4-6. The Club trains on Saturday
mornings at Chipping Norton Leisure Centre.  We also offer
inclusive and specialist trampoline sessions for those with
disabilities. Our team of physiotherapists, occupational
therapists, and a wealth of sports specific training, can
guarantee a fun, safe and progressive learning environment
with a hoist available. For more details contact the club on
07891 419793 or email higher-energy@hotmail.co.uk

Fiona Middleton 

Skater Hockey
On Saturday 9
February seven
players and parents
travelled to Swanley
in Kent to take part
in the London
Knights PeeWee
Tournament. There
were six teams
competing and we
were up against some tough competition. With determination
and excellent hockey we won all our three games, and a place
in the final against Ash Vipers A. All our players scored some
amazing goals and showed great team spirit. Sadly we lost in
the final by 8-6, but they never gave up and were very proud
to come second. Devon Shadbolt and Brett Massey made
Dream Team as Most Valued Players, Well done to all the team
– a great time was had by all players and parents. We are all
looking forward to the new season starting in March. We now
have two Peewee and one youth team. We meet at Chipping
Norton Leisure Centre on Saturdays, come and meet us 4-
5pm. Contact Lou 644091 or Tracey 645563 if you’d like to
find out more about skater hockey.

Golf Club
Thanks to the weather, nothing ‘competitive' to report.
Incoming Captains Jenny Reynolds and Mike Carron have
chosen The Lawrence Home Nursing Team as their Captain’s
Charity. There will be a specific fundraisers, auctions and
raffles throughout the year plus the contents of the collection
box for those ending up in the Charity Bunker alongside the
18th Hole. As you can imagine, it raises a few bob!

Marius Harte

Kart racing
Joseph Reeves-Smith, is 13 years
old, lives in Over Norton and
attends Chipping Norton School.
He is the current Midland
Champion and local Club
Champion at Junior TKM Kart
racing and is looking for
sponsorship from local companies
to help him with his future karting
career. Any firms or individuals
interested in finding out more
about James and his karting
prospects should contact him via
the News (contact details p35).

Sport in brief
Town Sports Awards: 20+ nominations covering a dozen
sports were received. The Awards Night in February took place
after the News had gone to press. Full report next month!

Football: The First Team have reached the semi-finals of the
Fred Ford Cup and Junior Shield.

Rugby: The 1st XV crashed out of the Senior Vase vs
Marlborough 5-25.They still are second in the league.

Horse racing: Charlie Longsdon has had 44 winners from
297 starts this season to date. 

Motor racing: Alice Powell lies third in the standings for the
MRF Series with two final races in India. Sean Walkinshaw is
competing this year in European Formula 3 Racing.

Get into Golf
at Tadmarton Heath 

April 13th 2013 10.30am until 4pm

For more information about our club please visit our
new website at www.tadmartongolf.com 

“A course for the connoisseur who appreciates
traditional golfing challenges”

• All are welcome - Golfers, beginners and everyone in
between.

• Start your day with a bacon roll with coffee/tea in our
comfortable ‘farmhouse’ clubhouse, or perhaps on the
outside terrace enjoying the fabulous views.

• Established golfers can play 9 selected  holes (to be
booked  in advance)

• Free ‘Taster lessons’ for all on our impressive practice
facilities under the guidance of our resident
professional, John Stubbs and his team (advance
booking advisable)

Juniors golf activities         Putting competition. 
• Unbelievable membership offers and further coaching

deals available on the day.
• Entry fee £5.00 incl.  (accompanied, under 18’s – free)

Call 01608 738091 to register. 
All those who register are entered into a prize draw. Winner
gets 2 months free membership in the appropriate category

(Mens, Ladies, Juniors). T’s and C’s apply.

~~
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Green Gym enjoys bonfires
Since Christmas
we have had two
sessions tackling
the ever invasive
brambles – first
on Hawkyard
Common, near
the Royal Mail
sorting office
and then in the
M i l l e n n i u m
Wood at
Kingham. On

both occasions we turned them into a good bonfire and as
there was snow on the ground at Kingham that was most
welcome! Unfortunately the snow had got too deep by the
next week so we had to cancel a session at Chippy
churchyard. But we were back in action after that – at the
BBOWT nature reserve near Hook Norton – where, instead
of brambles, we cut back blackthorn encroaching on the area
that is reserved for wild flowers and butterflies. Soon there
will be sheep there to augment our efforts and they no doubt
have better natural protection against the thorns than we do!

If you have made a New Year resolution to get more
active – or even just to get more fresh air – think about
joining us. There are jobs for all ages and abilities! We meet
weekly on either Wednesday or Thursday morning, there’s no
joining fee and lifts may be available. Visit our website:
www.chippygreengym.org, then phone me on 643269 or
email jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington

Medal Questions answered at RBL
Chipping Norton Royal British Legion are holding a social
evening at the Crown & Cushion Hotel on 16 April when
Branch member Trevor Hodkinson (Member, Order and
Medals Research Society) will be giving a talk on campaign
medals from WWI to the present day with emphasis on family
medals; identification, entitlement and display. Bring medals
along to be identified and valued; question and answer
session. This will be an informal evening when you can share
your family treasures and memories with us. Non members
are very welcome. 6pm for a 6.30 start ... finger buffet
afterwards. Admission £3 members, £5 non-members –
children 16 and under and Army and Air Cadets are free.

Steve Kingsford

CNAAG preps for a cometary arrival
Having survived the hair’s breadth pass of Asteroid 2012
DA14, CN Amateur Astronomy Group eagerly anticipates the
arrival from the cosmos of Comet 2012/L4 Pannstars,
predicted to be visible to the naked eye. February saw the last
of our scheduled Stargazing Live events with a successful
observing and lecture night at Bidford-on-Avon school. The
telescope project at Chipping Norton School is reaching an
exciting stage with the five large reflecting telescopes about
to be fitted with the optics, and we had a great time at their
Family Focus evening on 7 February. Our collaboration with
the Astrophysics Department of Oxford University continues
with our Chairman speaking on Radio Oxford alongside
astrophysicist Robert Simpson. Our AGM in February

confirmed that we are in fine shape for the new season. Our
guest speaker on Monday 18 March, subject to confirmation,
is Dr Chris Lintott. CNAAG is for everyone interested in the
cosmos, there are no requirements to join nor any equipment
or specialised knowledge. Visit our web site, www.cnaag.com
for all our latest news or, better still, please come along to
one of our meetings, it will be great to see you.

Robin Smitten
Tuesday Tea Club
We are a club for younger disabled people formed in 2008.
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month, 10 times a
year, at Highlands. The meetings are for a couple of hours and
we enjoy a variety of activities. This year we have made
greeting cards, watched a magician, tested our brains with
quizzes, planted up pots for the summer, listened to
interesting talks and taken part in experiences guided by the
museum, visited a garden centre and enjoyed some
reflexology. We are grateful to all our volunteers and speakers
and also the generous grants we have received from the Town.
We want to thank them all. The meetings are informal and fun,
but also they provide a support group where people can
discuss problems, find some answers or just realise they are
not alone. We welcome new members or volunteers. Please
contact Alison on 684689 to find out more. 

Fun with WOWI
West Oxfordshire WI continues to go from strength to
strength and it's lovely to see new faces almost every month.
February's meeting was 'Spanish night', with a lesson in
conversational Spanish and trays of delicious tapas to nibble.
We'll be holding our AGM on 18 March, as well as hearing the
'Detox Yourself' talk we had to postpone from January.
Evenings planned for the rest of the year include dancing
lessons, First Aid, paper marbling, self-defence, decoupage,
'craft circuits' and cake decoration. Joining the WI costs just
£33 for the whole year, and you're guaranteed a fun and
interesting programme of events, as well as a ready-made
circle of friends. What are you waiting for? Join us at 7.30pm
on the third Monday of the month at St Mary's Parish Rooms,
Church Street, Chipping Norton. For more information visit
www.westoxfordshirewi.co.uk or call 646830. 

Clare Mackintosh
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Chipping Norton Rotary
February’s Rotary Race Night supported
Katharine House Hospice, and also the
Oxford Centre for Enablement which aims

to provide rehabilitation for those who have
neuromuscular or musculoskeletal conditions, and

is where those who have had disabling strokes or limb loss
following an accident or other trauma may be sent to regain
lost skills or to gain new motion skills to replace those lost. 

January activities: Despite it being a short month – made
shorter by the snowy weather – January provided a talk by
the Town Mayor Martin Jarratt on the history of Heythrop
Hall and how the Brassey family, owners and rebuilders of the
Hall in the 1870s, became closely tied to the Town and
presented the Mayoral Chain. We also heard about an ocean
race from Liverpool to Brazil, and also presented some well
deserved Service Recognition Awards (see p8). If you are
interested in finding out more about Rotary, please contact
Simon Hamilton at 677156 or e-mail via the web site
www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk. 

Polio Eradication: Did you see the recent Dimbleby
Lecture on TV? Given by Bill Gates the founder of Microsoft,
he explained the work of his Foundation and how it has
helped to almost eradicate polio by providing funding and
research in partnership with other international organisations
including Rotary International. There are now only three
countries where the disease is endemic with only 235 new
cases last year. BUT if it is not eradicated it will sweep back
to maim and kill throughout the world again. The last push –
and the hardest – is to wipe out the disease in Pakistan,

Afghanistan and Nigeria which are difficult to enter, gain
parents’ trust and get access to all children.

Chipping Norton Music Festival: Come along to Chipping
Norton School on Friday 8 March at 7pm for the Youth Jazz

Band Challenge. Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Chipping
Norton, the winning band gets the kudos, a £250 prize and
the chance to perform at Rotary’s renowned Chippy Jazz
2013 in September. If you like big band, swing and jazz, both
classic and modern, then you will have a fantastic evening.
Tickets are £2.50 from Jaffé & Neale or on the door.

Simon Hamilton
History Society AGM
Many thanks to John Hunt who, yet again, enthused us with his
knowledge of the Civil War. A good number of members
braved the weather to attend. Our meeting on 11 March
begins with a brief  AGM and continues with a talk on Sarsden
and Churchill by Alan Watkins. This change is made as Robert

Photo Martin DaviesLast year’s winners: the Reading School Big Band
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Evans is unable to be with us. We look forward to welcoming
you then.
Dates to Note: Wednesday 20 March 7pm is Museum
Volunteers Evening. Light refreshments provided. If you feel
able to spend an interesting afternoon at the desk in the
Museum, please come along. Then Saturday 23 March 2pm-
4pm. The Museum opens for the new season.

Brenda Morris

News about Scouting
Beavers: We currently have three beavers working towards
their Bronze Award before moving up to Cubs. The Beavers
have created artwork to represent their Lodges: Pine, Birch,
Oak and Ash. Using their hand prints, they have created leaves
to enhance the Lodges to give a tree effect. After half-term we
have a very exciting programme to take us up to Easter.

Cubs: Ten new Cubs prepared for their investiture this term
by learning what is important about being a Cub. They sent
invitations to their parents to the investiture evening and then
treated them all to some Cub-baked biscuits! The Cubs have
also enjoyed 10-pin bowling in Banbury – well done to
Mackenzie with the highest score of all the games:120.

Scouts: We have just
invested four new
Scouts, who have moved
up from Cubs.
Unfortunately, District
Winter Camp, which
our Scouts were really
looking forward to, was
postponed to early
March, due to the snow.
This term the Scouts
have been writing e-

mails to Scouts abroad, in the hope of exchanging information
about life as a Scout and how it differs around the world. 

Explorers:  The Explorer Unit continues to grow now with
39 members. Recent activities include trying out scuba diving
and we also had a team which came 11th in the Quest, an
incident hike around the Amersham area. We have teams
planning their Duke of Edinburgh expeditions ready for the
new season starting at Easter and are hoping to have one

team doing Gold expeditions, two doing Silver and four doing
Bronze. The Explorers are working to improve their
navigation skills and other aspects of expedition training and
we are taking part in the County Winter Challenge along the
Ridgeway – a hike of 18 miles. 

If you’d like to find out more about Scouting opportunities
locally, please contact Ian Bushrod 07831 127120.

Helen Harris

Railway Club chase steam
The Railway Club began the season with the AGM on 5
February, when the Committee was re-elected and our 40th

Anniversary next year was discussed. ‘Something special’ was
agreed on; possibly a celebration meal on the Gloucester &
Warwickshire Railway at Toddington. Richard Stowe has
produced an interesting programme for the coming year and
Treasurer Ken Treadaway declared our finances sound. The
subscription remains £14. We then welcomed Jonathan Perks
who entertained us with a very professional presentation
entitled ‘Chasing Steam’. This young chap has been an
enthusiast since boyhood and has followed steam all over the
world and had the members enthralled. We certainly hope to
see him again soon. The next meeting on 5 March see the
return of old friend Chris Youett with Part 3 of South Wales
in the 1960s. New members and visitors are always treated to
a friendly welcome, with free tea/coffee and biscuits.

The spring outing on 12 May will be to the Llangollen
Railway. Many members followed its progress on the BBC2
programme in January. We last visited in 1994 but it is clearly
time for a return to this delightful standard gauge preserved
line. More details of this visit later and as usual it is open to
members and friends. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Chippy Ramblers – dry feet our aim
Following the ‘wrong sort of rain’ followed by snow-thaw, we
took to single track roads and kept our feet dry. On Sunday 3
February nine Ramblers enjoyed a 4-mile road walk from
Chadlington, passing the modern Tite Inn and soon afterwards
the Neolithic Knollbury Barrow. Up to, and over, the A361,
through the pillars into the edge of Sarsden Estate, a triangle
of road took us back to the A361, and a short way to the
other road down to Chad. We managed to ignore the
temptation of several footpaths leading from this road which
would have taken us across to the Brook, and predictably very
wet feet. Instead we sensibly kept to the road, ascending
Brook End and back to the start. 

Our next walk is on 3 March, departing at 1.30pm. Then
7 April, after the clock change, departing at 2pm – each time
from New Street Car Park. For details please call 641222.

Heather Leonard

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal
service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *
* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ
Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Liana and Charlotte being invested 

Explorers try out scuba diving



27

CLUB NEWS 

Lions helping out 
Many communities now have

Defibrillators and the Lions Club is
planning to give one to the Town as
soon as possible. An AED
(Automated Electronic Defibrillator)
is a piece of medical equipment

invaluable in treating suspected heart
attacks. We hope to have it available in

the middle of the Town with access to the
public and instructions on its use will be organised. We will
then be raising funds for a second AED and to replenish our
funds.

We have received an unexpected but very generous
donation from Whistlers and thank everyone for the support
given over Christmas and now ask again for your support
with our Easter egg raffles. All funds received will now go
towards another Defibrillator. 

All this shows how involved Lions are in helping the
community and in having fun at the same time. If you would
like to know more and are able to give time to help provide
for the less fortunate and enjoy new challenges in a friendly
team then please get in touch with Rob Caswell (646003) or
any Lion at one of our events. We meet on the second
Tuesday evening of each month at The Chequers at 8pm.

Liz Nason

Horticultural baskets
Speakers for the winter season of the Chipping Norton
Horticultural Association have been well received and we
look forward to Wednesday 20 March when the speaker will
be Tim Goodwin from Fosseway Garden Centre with a
demonstration ‘Basket Inspiration’ to get us in the mood for
gardening. This meeting is at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church
Hall and members will be renewing their subscriptions (£10
each) for the 2013/14 season. New members always welcome
– why not join at the March or April meeting and take
advantage of a full year’s membership and discount available at
five gardening outlets. We are making plans for our summer
trips – contact ring Bruce Parker on 642822 or the secretary
Eileen Forse on 643275 for details.

A voice for Multiple Sclerosis
The West Oxfordshire Branch is there to support everyone
affected by MS locally. We run group physiotherapy sessions
every Wednesday morning in Burwell Hall in Witney. We also
give small grants to help to improve the lives of those affected
by MS, if you think this would be useful please contact me for
more details – 645988/ ptr.branson@gmail.com

We are very concerned about significant changes being
proposed and implemented this year affecting benefits. At
national level we campaign and lobby the Government to try
and maintain appropriate benefits, while understanding we
should not be paying out to those committing fraud. Locally
we have a partnership with the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
who give professional and confidential advice to anyone
affected by MS.  The local CAB number (only for those
affected by MS) is 646990.

We are also in the middle of significant changes to the
way Health and Social Care Services are provided, ie by the
setting up of GP consortia and new management boards
across the County. To enable our voice to be heard as these

changes are implemented we belong to the Oxfordshire
Neurological Alliance, OxNA, where all neurological charities
use their combined weight to ensure that we obtain the best
possible services for those who need them. This is also
reflected at the national level where we have fought for all
neurological conditions to be recognised with their own
needs which resulted in the appointment of a national clinical
director for neurology.

If you would like to add your voices or wish to find out
more please contact me directly or visit our# website. Our
Branch Annual Meeting is being held at Burwell Hall, Witney
on Saturday 23 March starting at 2pm preceded by lunch at
12.30pm. You are welcome to attend, though only members
may vote.
Website www.mssociety.org.uk/near-me/branches/west-oxfordshire-
branch Local helpline: 01865 884124 National helpline: 0808
800 8000

Peter Branson 

Stunning response for new Yacht Club
The new Chipping Norton Yacht Club opened to a packed
meeting and dinner at the Golf Club in January. Commodore
Taylor announced the formation of the Solent Section and the

Ionian Section saying, ‘Members keep their boats on the south
coast and during the summer we will be organizing rallies
there. Many members have their boats in Greek waters and
there will be a little bit of Chipping Norton in the Ionian this
summer with an island rally.’ 

The next meeting is on Wednesday 27 February when the
guest speaker will be Chris Jeckells, MD of east coast

Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE

Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain

and throughout Europe.
Experienced and helpful staff. Specialist to the antique trade.

Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600
www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk

“Moving people with care”
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sailmakers Jeckells Sails. He will be
explaining the latest high-technology
computer controlled systems used
to create modern sails, giving hints
and tips on sail trimming and giving
away a brand new sailing jacket to
the winner of a sail quiz. All boats,
whether small dinghies or vast multi-
million pound super yachts, need
rope and at the club’s March meeting
(Wednesday 27th) the marine

experts from Marlow Ropes will be explaining how rope
technology has progressed from using dead plants (flax) to
the latest in polymer science. There will also be splicing
demonstrations and some popular rope myths will be
debunked. These meetings are for members only but
application for membership can be made via the club’s
website www.cnyc.co.uk

CNWI Annual Meeting
Chipping Norton Women’s’ Institute has been saddened to learn of
the death of Vera Blake, a much loved and respected member who will
be remembered with great affection by us all.

At our meeting on 13 February we heard members’
reminiscences of their working lives and a report of a recent
course at Denman, the WI’s national college. On 13 March
our annual meeting will hear reports of the past years’
speakers and activities and plans for the new programme.
Visitors and new members are always welcome to join us in
the Lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Snow can’t stop Chippy Folk Club!
Once again, the snow and cold did not deter a good number
from getting through the nasty weather to February's Folk
Club at The Blue Boar. The theme ‘Money, Treasure, Gold’
generated songs, tunes and verse, both traditional and self-
penned, of work, mines, poverty, wealth and not a little love;
and the audience was treated to a particularly high standard
of guitar playing from regulars and newcomers alike.

For 11 March's meeting, the Club is decamping to the
Town Hall to join other participants and audience from
around the region for the Folk Class of CN Music Festival.
Proceedings start from 6.30pm. This is always a stimulating
and thoroughly enjoyable evening with the additional element
of constructive feedback from a professional adjudicator.
Highly recommended!

Things return to ‘normal’ (?!) at The Blue Boar on 8 April
when the theme will be ‘The Law’. Just £1 on the door. Sing,
Play, Recite or just Listen. For further information visit
www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk 

Pen Greenwood 642296

Amnesty’s hopes for the new year
Chipping Norton Group’s February meeting was a chance to
chat about what we hoped to achieve this year and which
aspects of Amnesty International's work we feel we can
support most effectively. The group chooses how it raises
funds and we like to combine this with taking part in popular
events in the Town each year. Amnesty UK offer speakers who
will visit local groups and we discussed which topics we
would like to hear. The tree we planted in the Recreation

Ground on the Common seems to have settled in and we
look forward to seeing it grow this Spring.
Next meetings:  Thursdays 14 March & 11 April 7.30pm Lower
Town Hall. Contact Priscilla Peace 01451 830459 for details.

Kaye Freeman

Single File goes to the Ashmolean
One highlight of the last month was a visit to the Ashmolean
Museum in Oxford. We had intended to go on to the Museum
of Modern Art but were so enthralled by our special viewing
of priceless prints and drawings that we never got there! We
have also been for two local walks, seen a film, enjoyed Latin
American music at Banbury and dinner at a local pub.

Single File is a social group based in Chippy for single
people between 50 and 70 (including those widowed,
separated or divorced). Many members have a professional or
business background and we are not a dating agency, just a
group of people who enjoy going out together with a full
programme of events every month.

We hold a fortnightly pub evening at which new people
can come and meet us. The next ones will be on Friday 1, 15
and 29 March. If you are interested, phone our enquiries line
on 077655 98518 or email enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk.
New members are always welcome.

Kingham and Daylesford Rotary

Easter Monday Duck Race: The very popular Kingham
Duck Race postponed from New Year’s Day will now be on
Easter Monday (1 April) from noon at The Mill House
Kingham ... put in your diary now ...you could win £100

Public Meeting: Mairi Macdonald, former Head of Local
Collections at the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust will talk on
Monday 11 March about ‘Gentleman philanderer C T Warde of
Clopton and Victorian Morality’. Warde was outwardly a
picture of respectability,  the owner of an elegant family
mansion, Clopton House, just outside Stratford. But behind the
façade lay a tale which erupted in scandal in 1847 and rumbled
on until 1861, every stage of which was meticulously reported
in the predictably outraged newspapers. To join us at 6pm for
6.30 at The Mill House, Kingham, please book in advance with
Kay Shortland 01993 832300 and join us for dinner if you wish
at £12.50 for 2 courses. The public are very welcome.

Conservative Lunch Club
For our next meeting on Thursday 14 March we look forward
to hearing what has been achieved by our County Councillor
Hilary Hibbert Biles and her plans for future contributions by
the County to Chipping Norton. There will also be an
opportunity to discuss a wide range of topics including the
services supplied by Oxfordshire County Council. We meet
for lunch and a friendly chat at The Blue Boar on the second
Thursday of the month. Visit www.chippytories.org for
updates on events. For further details and to book your place
please contact me on 642423 or mikehowes36@gmail.com

Mike Howes

Sailmaker Chris
Jeckells
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Fun in the snow! We managed to keep school open every
day during the snowy weather (despite a slightly depleted
staff!)  See photo below ...

Great results: We were delighted to receive the news that
our SATs results from the summer of 2012 were in the top
10% of results in the County.  

Y6 class assembly: Y6 pupils presented their thoughts,
prayers and ideas about ‘being the best you can be’ on 25
January.  There were lots of thought-provoking ideas as well
as dreams for the future.  The response to the prayer was
‘Lord, help us to be the best that we can be’.  Aidan Hughes
said, ‘My talent is acting.  I am determined to use this talent
so that other people have someone to look up to, to follow
their dreams, like I am doing’.  Charlotte Harris said ‘A talent
is like a seed.  If you look after it, it will grow into a tree.  If
you don’t look after it, it will die’.  

Chipping Norton Music Festival: We are busy preparing
pupils to enter various different classes of the CNMF –
speech and drama, piano, violins, recorders and choir.  It’s
great to have so many talented performers in our school and
so many peripatetic teachers promoting music.

Swimming gala: Well done to our swimming team (Liana
Perry, Jake Gourley, Jacy Taylor, Michael Evans, Harry Smart,
Roman Harris, Anna Thompson and Elsie Haldin-Catt) who
took part in the gala at the Leisure Centre in January.  They
came second in the overall competition and first in the
‘middle-sized schools’ section.  Liana Perry in Y6 reports, ‘It
was really good fun.  Although we didn’t come first overall, we
gave it our best shot and tried our best’.  Jake Gourley added,
‘I was a bit nervous to start with, but I was really glad I took
part.  We came 0.4 seconds away from beating the record for
the fastest breast-stroke in the relay.  Thank you Mrs Woolley
for taking us.’  Five pupils were talent spotted by the Four
Shires Swimming Club.  Well done everyone!

Water play: Foundation Stage have some new equipment for
enjoying water play.  Look at the fun we’re having with it…! 

Y4 students: Welcome to Miss Turner and Miss Tasharrofi
who are completing an eight week block of teaching practice
at Holy Trinity.  All the children have made them feel very
welcome and we hope they’ll really enjoy their time with us.
The Y4 pupils presented their class assembly in February all
about Australia – further details will follow in the next
edition.

Wake and Shake! is a new daily session led by Mrs Tailby
takes place before assembly begins and is aimed at making
sure that everyone in the hall (yes, everyone, visitors
included!) is wide awake and ready to engage in learning.  Each
week there is a new piece of music and simple dance routine
to learn.  Move over ‘Strictly’...!

Assembly themes: In January the theme of our assemblies
in the first week back was ‘My gifts to Jesus’.  The display
board in the hall is where the children have contributed their
thoughts and what they would give to Jesus, for example,
helping their parents, to love their brother/sister more, etc.
The following week we focussed on spreading joy like Jesus
and how we can spread joy in our homes, schools and
communities.  Our assemblies link to the Wednesday Word so
there is a further opportunity for worship and reflection at
home, using this as a guide.

Ull netball tournament: Seven boys and seven girls from
Y5 and 6 took part in this event held  30 January at the
Leisure Centre and out of 11 schools competing, we won!
This was very exciting news and well done to all those who
participated. We have a lovely shiny trophy for our efforts.

SCHOOL NEWS
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www.martialartsvoucher.co.uk

St Mary’s Primary
Partnership activities: Matilda Clifton, Holly Edginton, Kerrie
O’Sullivan, Gustavo Boeing, Tiago Boeing enjoyed taking part in
the gifted and talented art workshop at the Chipping Norton
School. They thought it was brilliant and they all would love to
do it again. 

Kia Hyde and Maddy Fisher report: St Mary’s School took part
in the 8th annual swimming gala. There were freestyle,
backstroke, breastroke and float races which we all had a
good time competing in. Group A got to the final. They won
the float race and came 3rd in the whole thing. Group B came
2nd in the medium schools which we were very happy with. 

Indian dancing: Year 3 & 4 report: During our first week
back, we did an Indian dance workshop with a lady called
Lianne, because our topic is India. We learnt how to do

mudras. They are hand actions that are used in the dance.
There were two different dances. One had moves which were
done sitting down and one had moves which were done
standing. Since our workshop, we have been creating our own
dances in groups.

India Day:The children had a great time dressing up for India
day. We had final rehearsals for our shadow puppet shows
before tasting traditional Indian food. The children
experienced a wide range of food from rice and naan bread
to mango lassi and spicy snacks. Oliver enjoyed everything he
tried, Gabriel thought the mango chutney was amazing and it
was great for us to try Miss Halliwell’s homemade chickpea
dahl.

During the afternoon some of our parents and carers
joined us in watching our dances and shadow puppet plays.
The children worked hard on the dances, basing their ideas on
a Modern Bollywood dance workshop they’d had. 

The shadow puppet plays were brilliant. The children
wrote their own playscripts based on traditional Indian tales.
Such careful planning and cutting meant that the puppets
looked really effective against the bright light and screen. The
Year 3 & 4 teachers were amazed by the creative dancing and
enthusiastic shadow puppet performance and hope that
parents enjoyed it as much as we did. 

KS1 topic: This term KS1
have been studying The Great
Fire of London. In Forest
School the children learnt
about fire safety and then lit a
fire. Through role play we
made our fire into the fire
that started in Pudding Lane
bakery. Luckily in our bakery
the bakers saved a loaf of
bread which we then toasted
and enjoyed eating.

Culture Chat: Miss Halliwell’s class reports We have started
Culture Chat where we develop our knowledge and curiosity
of other countries and to share our school lives with ‘the
world’. One of our favourite parts of the project has been
using Google Earth to find out where countries are and look
at them in relation to each other. Culture Chat takes place for
fifteen minutes a day, every day. On Thursdays we update our
own blog and tell ‘the world’ what we have been up to that
week. Lots of people have left nice comments on our blog
posts. We usually talk about what we have done over the
week then work in groups to write a paragraph each before
making a final update as a class. 

Currently, we have reached 15 different countries around
the world including Israel, India, Russia and the United States
of America amongst others. There are pictures of snow, Nepal
and pages for any questions we’ve had about the world and
what we’re learning. We have regular visits from abroad. We
know this because our blog account keeps statistics of the
audience who are reading our post which we find really
interesting.  By the time you read this we will have had over
2000 page views and have even been retweeted by the
National Educational Trust!
We update our blog once a week. If you want to join in
with our fun visit www. kdhculturechat.blogspot.com

SCHOOL NEWS
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Chipping Norton School
Partnership Art Workshop: An enthusiastic group of Year
4 and 5 primary partnership pupils came along to the Art
Department at Chipping Norton School to take part in the
Able, Gifted and Talented Art workshop.  Miss Ashton and Mr
Black led the group using a musical theme to support their
paper sculpture workshop.  

The pupils made beautiful hanging sculptures and then cut out
shapes, flowers, musical notes and any design they chose to
decorate the sculpture.  The workshop encouraged the pupils
to use their own imagination using the music to provoke their
thoughts as to what they would like to create. Each child went
home with a hanging paper sculpture of their own and a
certificate.  They had the opportunity to work with pupils
from other schools and there was a lot of laughter and fun
and new friendships being made. Thank you to everyone for
attending, and thank you to our Miss Ashton, Mr Black, Caitlin
Davison – 6th Form Art Leader and the Art Department at
Chipping Norton School for providing such a wonderful
learning environment.

Partnership U11 Netball Tournament: On a cold
January winter afternoon the U11 Girls and Boys Teams
arrived with their teachers and TAs keen to start the netball
tournament.  The Year 12 Community Sports Leaders
welcomed the teams supported by Mrs Phillips and made sure
the tournament got off to a prompt start and everyone was
warmed up.

After fierce competition and some brilliant netball games, the
results were: Small School Netball Champions – Great Tew
and Big School Netball Champions – Holy Trinity (both
pictured above). Holy Trinity Netball Team will go on to

represent Chipping Norton Primary Partnership at the West
Oxfordshire School Sports Partnership Final. 

Well done to the U11 Netball Teams for their enthusiasm
and team spirit and thank you so much to the Primary school
staff, Chipping Norton School’s Year 12 Community Sports
Leaders and its PE Department who took the time to make
the event so successful on a very cold and windy afternoon.  

Partnership U11 Swimming Gala: In January our Primary
Partnership school swimming teams came along to Chipping
Norton Leisure Centre pool to take part in the annual
Swimming Gala.  This event is supported by the 4 Shires
Swimming Club.  Each team worked incredibly hard and it was
obvious that there were some very talented and dedicated
swimmers who were very competitive.  The Year 12
Community Sport Leaders Award Students who work very
hard during their lessons with Mrs Phillips to train for all the
festivals and events performed their assigned task with
confidence and flair. It is always a pleasure to watch these
young people working and supporting each other.  

After a fantastic gala the results were announced to a
very excited group of children.  Big School Swimming Winners
– Kingham (pictured on p22). Medium School Swimming Gala
Winners – Holy Trinity (pictured above). Small School
Swimming Gala Winners – Middle Barton. Overall Gala
Winners – Kingham. Kingham School Swimming Team will go
on to represent Chipping Norton Partnership at the West
Oxfordshire Gala, so we wish them success for that event.  As
always our thanks go to everyone who supported this event,
especially Jude Alsop and the other officials from 4 Shires. We
were particularly honoured to have Olympic Swimming
Referee Mr Kim Weetman to referee the Gala.

If you would like any further information about any of the
events or the Community Learning Team at Chipping Norton
School please contact Jo Phillips on 649504 email
jphillips@chipping-norton.oxon.sch.uk.

Great Rollright Primary 
The first term of 2013 seemed to fly by and the children have
returned from their half-term holidays refreshed and ready
for term four. In February we held Cyber Safety sessions for
both the children and the parents, and we’re grateful to
Wesley Smith and Chris Jones who came along to tell us all
about how to stay safe online. 

The Friends of Great Rollright Primary School held a great
quiz night at the start of February, and we are, as ever, very
appreciative of their continued support. 

The whole school is excited about the planned purchase of a
‘play boat’ which will take pride of place on the playing fields.
Far more than simply a piece of playground equipment, the
boat can be used for theatre, imaginative play and even as a
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teaching space. This is just a part of the redevelopment of our
outdoor learning provision which will enhance the learning
experiences of all the children here.

Acorns Primary School 
Dinosaurs have arrived in the Foundation Stage.  Nursery
and Reception children have been writing about the facts they
have discovered, such as measuring the length of a Diplodocus
is equivalent to the distance from the far corner of the
Orchard to half way across the garden, or the length of a T-
Rex stride is a bit longer than the climbing frame!

Class 1 is learning about
‘Contrasts’.  As part of this, they are
thinking about the contrasting
environment of the Isle of Struay,
the Scottish island in the Katie
Morag stories. Children have begun
to build the Isle of Struay Post
Office and Shop in the classroom
and they will be investigators and
curators of Katie’s Museum, which
contains all sorts of strange and
interesting things that Katie has
found when she goes
‘beachcombing’.

Class 2, who are enjoying  their new Science topic, ‘Keeping
Warm’ and the children have been busy investigating how the
air temperature has been changing inside the classroom and
outside in the science garden, as well as the temperature of
the water in the pond. Our learning detectives enthusiastically
took photos of our outdoor learning opportunities to put in
our Building Learning Power diary and chose some interesting
icy/snowy objects to photograph, in preparation for some
winter artwork.

Class 3 has been looking at the graphic novels of Raymond
Briggs. They have watched ‘The Snowman’ and extracts from
the newly created ‘The Snowman and the Snow dog’. They
have been set the challenge of producing their own e-books
to tell their own Snowman style stories without using a single
word! We hope that these e-books will be available to view
on the Acorn's website in the next few weeks.  In addition, the

children have been given the task of producing their own
teaser trailer for their own film that they are to edit, add
sound effects, narrate and add incidental music.

Chadlington Playgroup
This term has been very busy, with the children looking
forward to the start of spring. Thanks to the staff and parents
who all helped to ensure we could continue to provide a safe
environment for the children despite the weather.

This year we have also launched our monthly Playgroup
lottery to help raise funds.  For a £1 monthly stake (just £12
for the year) you could be the lucky winner of the £100
monthly draw prize. For more details speak to any of the
Playgroup staff or visit our website
www.chadlingtonplaygroup.org.uk.

We are also holding our second Glamour and Gifts evening,
at Chadlington Bowls Club on 22 March.  This is a chance to
meet up for a drink and nibbles as well as spending some time
(and money) with local sellers of gifts and presents, in addition
to having your nails done and getting a massage.   Our last
event before Christmas was very enjoyable and we look
forward to seeing you in March.

Chadlington Primary
Term Topic: The children have thoroughly enjoyed studying A
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy and were lucky enough to have a
visit from the National Space Centre in Leicester who gave a
series of fascinating workshops. They installed a Planetarium in
the school hall that illustrated the solar system and
constellations. The children loved hearing the stories behind the
constellations including those from Greek Mythology. 

The Rocket workshop was another huge hit where the
whole school designed, made and launched their own air
powered rocket.

The Wizards very much enjoyed the Are you Suited to
Space? workshop exploring what it is like to be an astronaut
in a spacesuit, investigating the materials and function of a
spacesuit and learning how and why the human body must be
protected in space.

The Wizards and Dragons were very fortunate to have a
parent at the school who is an astro physicist who brought in
a special thermal camera and talked about what it was like to
be an astronomer!

After School Clubs: The school is very excited to add a
Trampolining club to their list of after school clubs.

World Book Week: There will be a very special Bedtime
Story Night during World Book Week organised by the
Friends of Chadlington School. The children will come to
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Ice art made by Class 1 

Perfect weather for studying The Snowman!

Reflexology by Julia Medhurst MAR
Reflexology is a complementary, holistic
therapy, helping with stress related
conditions, digestive disorders, sleep
disorders, general wellbeing and many
more conditions.  Fully insured.
Please phone, e-mail or visit my website
for more information:
Mobile: 0796 800 4362 
E-mail: Julia@positivereflexions.co.uk
Website: www.positivereflexions.co.uk



33

school in the early evening in their PJs for hot chocolate and
cookies and hear some special stories read by author Ben
Molyneaux.

Sainsbury’s bag packing: Do look out for parents and
children from Chadlington School who will be at Sainsbury's
in Chipping Norton – their current sponsorship partner – to
help pack your Saturday shopping for you!

Sibford School 

Pupils reach for the stars: Pupils at Sibford School in
Sibford Ferris are reaching for the stars following the delivery
of a state-of-the-art telescope. The computerised Celestron
NexStar 6SE Schmidt-Cassegrain Reflector Telescope can
help locate planets and stars at the touch of a button. It was
purchased after the school received a cash donation … which
stipulated that it was to be used to enhance the science
provision at the Quaker-run school. Head of Science, Cath
Harding, said, ‘The new telescope will be used to enable us to
run astronomy workshops with our science students. ‘It will
provide them with a fantastic opportunity to observe stars,
planets and deep-space objects using equipment that is not
often found in schools.’ Sixth form students Danny Chang and
Tony Fan are pictured above with Cath Harding alongside the
new telescope.

Open Morning: 8 March 2013 10am. If you’re considering
sending your child to Sibford School in September 2013 or
2014, here’s an opportunity to find out more. Head Michael
Goodwin will give a presentation about the school starting at
10am after which our pupils will be pleased to give you a
guided tour of the campus.  For those interested in boarding,
there will also be a chance to visit one of the boarding
houses. Sibford School is a co-education day and boarding
school which is home to more than 400 pupils aged between
3 and 18. For further information contact admissions officer,
Elspeth Gregory, on 01295 781203 or visit
www.sibford.oxon.sch.uk

Fun in the Country: Sibford School’s ‘Fun in the Country’
activity club returns for Easter and will be open from Tuesday
April 2-Friday April 5 and from Monday April 8-Friday April
12. ‘Fun in the Country’ is aimed at children aged between 5
and 11. Activities include arts and crafts, music and drama,
cookery, sports and outdoor activities. There will also be the
opportunity to swim in Sibford’s 25m indoor pool. Cost is
£28 per day. 

For further details on our Open Morning and other
activities, please contact Elspeth Gregory on 01295 781203
(email egregory@sibfordschool.co.uk) 

Windrush Valley School
January has been a busy month for Windrush Valley School,
with the start of our new extended day activities for the
term, including lots of new clubs. 

Chinese New Year: Our Foundation Unit and Key Stage 1
pupils enjoyed a trip to Chipping Norton Theatre to see Why
the Lion Danced, which coincided nicely with Form 2s topic on
the Chinese New Year.  All the children enjoyed this exciting
performance, especially the HUGE lion dancing for the finale!

History coming to life: Last March our Form 5 and 6
classes took part in digging and planting a 200-metre hedge
for Crown Farm as part of a countryside community project.
The children planted over 400 trees and we are really proud
to see the hedgerow and trees are growing well.  They can
now be seen clearly from the road – take a look as you are
passing opposite the Crown Farm cross country course.
Thank you to all the children who took part. 

Puss in Boots: every year the children from Windrush Valley
put on a marvellous Easter production in the New
Beaconsfield Hall.  Children from age 6 upwards take part in
the production, which can be quite daunting with the large
stage, lighting and audience. This year our production will be
performed on 22 March.

Annual overseas residential: This year children from Year
4 through to Year 6 will be travelling to France to visit the
beaches of the Normandy landings combined with a trip to
the Bayeux Tapestry.  It’s always an action packed week, with
visits to local traditional French markets and a fun party night
to end an eventful, exciting week.
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Ashamed of Chipping Norton
1 have just read in the Banbury Cake that plans to open a
mosque in Chipping Norton have been abandoned after the
premises' landlord received threats to burn the building down
if it had gone ahead. I also read the obscene comments of one
objector, stating that ‘the quintessential market town ... English
character should be preserved.’ Another equally obscene
contributor argued that ‘it will totally spoil the place’. 

I am profoundly ashamed of the local reaction to the
proposal to allow a mosque in the centre of Chipping
Norton. We have Methodist, Baptist, Catholic churches in
town. Why should we not allow devout people of such a
traditional religion as Islam to worship together locally? As an
old fashioned Catholic resident of Chipping Norton, I would
like to apologise to Mr Hasan for a most extraordinary
response to his most reasonable request.

Jacques Straub

Gustav Hamel adventures – a postscript
After your February story you might add this in your next
edition. Gustav Hamel disappeared over the English Channel
on 23 May 1914 whilst returning from Paris in a new 80hp
Morane-Saulnier monoplane he had just collected. He was 24.
On 6 July 1914, the crew of a fishing vessel found a body in
the Channel off Boulogne. Although they did not retrieve the
body, their description of items of clothing and of finding a
road map of southern England on the corpse provided strong
circumstantial evidence that the body was Hamel's.

At this time of high international tension, there was
speculation that he might have been the victim of sabotage,
but no trace of the aircraft was ever found and the story
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faded with his memory. His contribution to flying, however,
did not end entirely with his death: Posthumously published
was a seminal co-authored book on flying. Chipping Norton
had its own pioneer aviator in Herbert Rutter Simms who
died in the Great War. If you haven't already featured his story
I would be happy to recount it for you

Steve Kingsford
(The News featured aviator Simms back in November 2000 –
maybe time for a repeat! – ed)

Leisure Centre – ‘situation worse’
Despite all protests, the situation at Better Leisure Centres
just seems to get worse – for customers and staff alike. I – and
I understand other customers (both at Chippy and at other
sites), have repeatedly complained about the deterioration in
service; the lack of cleanliness, the shortage of staff, the poor
state of the building, the fluctuating pool temperature, etc etc.
I have recently witnessed disabled customers asking other
customers for assistance. I also know of two older members
who have had to stop attending due to lack of available
supervision. This is a purely down to staffing numbers and the
way the new gym has been laid out. We have repeatedly
requested that a workstation be put back into the gym, so
that staff can work from there while supervising – but it just
falls on deaf ears.

The response from the management generally has been
one of denial – sometimes bordering on hostility. Pretending
the problem doesn't exist and denying that others have
complained is not going to sort the problem out. It seems that
the Better Management Team have little or no interest in
communicating with their customers or their staff. In fact,
their most decisive action of late has been to raise their
admission prices! Better have lost more key staff since I last
wrote and are left with a depleted and demoralized
workforce, who they appear to blame for all their
shortcomings. In my experience of using the Centre, it is the
staff that are trying to hold the place together and to offer a
friendly environment for their customers. However they
seem hamstrung by the inept and remote management team,
who keep playing 'musical chairs'!

It really is time that the Council took action and demand
that we have local control of our Leisure Centres in West

Finalist for the WOBA CT-
UK New Business Award
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ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Tel: 01608 643219           Email: chippymail@aol.com
Twitter: www.twitter.com/chippynews     Blog: www.chippynews.org

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but reminds
writers that name and address must be supplied and that the opinions
expressed on this page are not necessarily those of the Team.

Oxfordshire, so they can be the well attended, well
maintained and inclusive for all sites that we deserve.

Angry Exerciser of Chipping Norton
(Name & address supplied)

Well done West End kids

I was very disappointed that the News was unaware of the
very important contribution that the schoolchildren made to
the ‘Very West End Christmas Show’ in aid of Emma’s Trust.
The backing choir consisted of two groups of 12 specially
selected singers from Chipping Norton ‘Big School’ and, I
believe, Cotswold School. They spent many hours learning and
practising the songs, much of it in their own time, and then an
exhausting dress rehearsal and two performances on the Big
Day. I know that they derived much pleasure and excitement
from the experience, but I do think that they all deserve a
mention in Chippy News and a word of congratulation from all
who enjoyed such a wonderful evening’s entertainment. 

Dorothy O’Neill – A very proud Grandma

Thanks – posted through the door
I would like to say Thank You to the News for the lovely article
about me last month. As most of you know by now, I had to
retire from Royal Mail last year because of being ill. 2012 was
a brilliant year for Great Britain but was pretty crappy for me.
Obviously while it was all going on, lots of my customers from
different deliveries found out and I received so many beautiful
flowers and cards. We even had to buy new vases! I received
lots of cakes and chocolates too. Everyone has been so kind
that I would like to say a MASSIVE Thank You to all. My family
have been fantastic, rallying round, doing anything they could
to help me and Rick through it. As have Rick’s Dad and his
brother and their families, doing everything they can, staying
over and coming to hospital visits, being there for both of us.
Lastly a massive Thank You to Rick. He has been absolutely
amazing, doing everything for me and keeping me going. He
doesn’t want any thanks, because he says that I’d do the same
for him, which I would. But he arranged my surprise do in the
Fox which was fantastic and the News interview. So Thank You
Rick. I love you very much.

Sue Shepherd
(Sue was also featured as ‘one of the real Chipping Norton Set’ on
BBC Radio Oxford – ed)

Timely thanks
May I please say thank you through your letters page to the
very kind person who picked up my watch in January on the
pavement outside Sainsbury’s and handed it into the shop? I
was able to go the store the next day and collect it.

Eileen Carbonero



THE WAY WE WERE

DIARY
15th Single File social group pub meeting see p28
16th CN Farmers Market 8.30-1.30

Devious Minds in Rollright 7.30pm - see p15
18th Astronomy Group meeting 7.30 The Fox see p24

West Oxon WI 7.30 St Marys Parish Rooms see p24
20th Museum Volunteers Evening 7pm at the Museum see p26

Horticultural Association 7.30 in Methodist Hall see p27
21st ACE Centre Craft Fair 3.15-6.30 see p9
22nd Bledington Hot Cross Bun Morning see p13

Over Norton Easter Bingo 7pm for 8 see p17
23rd St Mary’s School Family Bike Day 12-3pm see p11

Museum opens for the Summer 2-4pm
27th Chipping Norton Yacht Club see p27
29th Single File social group pub meeting see p28

April (News out Monday 25 March)
2nd Railway Club Richard Furness - The History of Railway

Posters 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p26
Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 Chequers details 643219

3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Barry Collett on Weber
North Oxon Organic Gardeners details 683624

By 1910 more familiar names have appeared on our High
Street. Notably, C W Hannis, ‘tailor & breeches maker’ of the
Market Place and described as ‘successor to Martin Walsh’. 

Bunting & Son, decorators and paperhangers have moved
to Horse Fair. They also advertise ‘Venetian blinds repaired
and painted’ and ‘baths enamelled’. Bolwells, in town since the
1880s are now at 6 High Street; trading as A J Bolwell, ‘the
Complete House Furnisher’. Interestingly, they have ‘pianos
and harmoniums, for sale or hire’ and ‘invalid and children’s
carriages’. I’m assuming the latter refers to those wonderful
coach built perambulators. Bon Marche remains at 21 West
Street, ‘haberdashery, glass, china, household ironmongery and
general fancy stores’. 

There are three billheads describing Frank R Packer as
Photographer, of The Imperial Studio, 28 High Street. He
offers a ‘daylight and electric light studio’ for wedding and
family groups, ‘enlargements, made up to life size’ and
‘amateurs plates and films developed and printed’. 

In 1929 at 7 Churchill Road (now Number 12) is H Brice,
‘cars for hire (open and closed)’ urging you ‘before buying a car,
consult HB’. The charge for the hire of a car to Shipton-under-
Wychwood, is 7/6d. Still around in 1955, ‘no journey too long,
no job too small’, the charge of a ‘large car to Buckingham and
waiting’ is £2.12.6d; a modest increase to my mind. 

The final part of Estelle Brain’s brief history of shops & businesses from 1836 to the 1920s

1910 and Beyond
Browsing these billheads there are extraordinary claims;

my favourite is from R Smith of the Ivy House, Market Place.
A ‘draper, clothier, millinery and mantle warehouse’ he offers
‘umbrellas recovered in 5 minutes’ ‘for ready money only’.
Windy Chippy!

So, what of the future? We wait impatiently for our new,
enlarged and refurbished Co-operative Store and look
forward to seeing the Co-operative Bank on our High Street;
thus keeping the Co-operative movement traditions, values
and principles alive in the Town. Can’t be bad, in the present
economic climate.

In 1909, Martin K Pearson, son of the High Street draper,
published a useful little book, ‘Chipping Norton in By-gone
Days’. To conclude this series and to paraphrase his final
words, ‘Every age becomes mitigated and a little ennobled in
our minds, as it recedes into the past’ and ‘Although there is
a past which has gone for ever, there is a future which is still
our own’. He refers to Chippy as ‘this dear old town’, and so
it is and ever shall be!

March (News out Monday 25 February)
1st Single File social group pub meeting see p28
2nd St Mary’s Church Fish & Chips Quiz see p5

Escape from Tibet 7.30 Town Hall Tickets £6 Jaffé & Neale
3rd Ramblers 1.30 pm New St car Park - see p26
5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p26
6th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Robert Gripper - Restoration

& Maintenance of Antiques
North Oxon Organic Gardeners details 683624

8th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE
Over Norton Pamper Evening 7-10pm see p12
Skyfall in Churchill 7.30 - see p15

9th Charlbury Farmers Market 9am-1pm
11th Folk Club 6.30pm Town Hall with CNMF  - see p28

History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p25
12th Experienced CN Launch 6pm Jaffé & Neale see p4
13th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Home Missions

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall see p28
14th Amnesty meeting 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p28
15th Monthly Town Clear-up 10am Lwr Town Hall

ACE Centre Job Fair 10.30-1  see p7


