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Our shops first

• WODC bins Greystones plan – proposal for
new recycling centre hit by Council stalemate
and ‘financial reassessment’.

• The News visits Fairytale Farm, Horsefair
takeaway application is back, new Vicar
appointed, Artweeks roundup.

... plus and all the usual arts, sports, clubs, schools & letters

In this issue:

WI joins shops campaign
Last month the Women’s Institute’s
national resolution to revive Britain’s High
Streets urged ‘every member to support
their local shops and make the high street
the destination of choice for goods and
services’. This summer the Co-op
supermarket starts its big expansion but
with the Co-op pharmacy, travel agent and
post office moving up there, plus Pairs
shoes and Pippa B closing we need more
new shops – and for everyone to keep
using them. 
‘Chippy’s shops first’
The Town’s two WI branches are backing
all the campaign. WOWI Vice President
Clare Mackintosh said, ‘Members voted
unanimously in support of the national
proposal. Despite many of our members
being firmly part of the digital age, we feel
strongly that internet shopping could
never – and should never – replace the
high street. The recent launch of
Experience Chipping Norton means the
timing is perfect for us locally, and WOWI
members would love to work with the
ECN team to help breathe life into the
Town.’ CNWI President Prudence Chard
told the News that members voted
unanimously for the motion saying
everyone should look to Chipping
Norton’s shops first before going
elsewhere.

WI plea to use the Town’s High Street

Lions Roar

Chipping Norton Rugby Club’s Under 7s
triumphed at the Bicester Mini Rugby Festival.
See p19 for full sports reports.

A big welcome to Chipping Norton’s summer visitors, with an invitation to visit the
Town’s shops, churches, theatre, museum, pubs, cafés and restaurants. The new
‘Experience Chipping Norton’ campaign aims to keep our town centre thriving.

4 page Summer Supplement
Fetes, festivals, open gardens, 10 things to do                  

on a rainy day, a day out on the buses, 
visitor information
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determining planning applications and it will be useful to the
Town Council, which it is understood at the time of going to
press is yet to submit a formal response to the consultation,
in drawing up our Neighbourhood Plan.

Film your council meeting
For those interested in making sure local councils are open,
transparent and accountable, why not take your video camera
to a Chipping Norton Town or West Oxfordshire District
Council meeting, film the discussion and put it on u-tube;
other websites or tweet and twitter as the meeting
progresses. New national rules issued in June by the
Government (DCLG) as ‘a guide for local people’ require
councils ‘to provide reasonable facilities for any member of
the public to report on meetings....thus allow the filming of
councillors and officers at meetings open to the public’.
Councils cannot stop this (except for existing circumstances
where public are banned because of confidential matters), but
can ask that filming has to be done in a way that is ‘not
disruptive or distracting’ and attendees should be informed
the meeting is being filmed. So it could be Mayor Tysoe on u-
tube soon?

Still a plethora of potholes
In our May issue
we reported that
O x f o r d s h i r e
County Council
was about to blitz
many thousands of
potholes that have
damaged our
roads and vehicles
following the harsh
winter. As proof of
intent, the Council allocated an additional £250,000 and more
repair staff to the task. Deputy Council Leader Rodney Rose
said he was ‘pulling out all the stops’. Recent press reports,
however, suggest that not all the stops have been pulled nor
all the potholes plugged. There has, instead, been a wringing of
hands and references made to ‘the need to prioritise the most
serious defects’ and ‘doing what we possibly can within the
funding regime and the availability of gangs to do potholes.’
Labour’s Liz Brighouse has declared that ‘Central
Government have restricted the money local authorities have
to spend’ whilst LibDem leader Zoe Patrick added ‘It is a
fiasco’. Whilst politicians make excuses or scatter blame
where they may, too many potholes on our roads remain
unplugged. All the News can say in despair is: ‘Just get on with
it!’

Civic Service at St Mary’s
A formal Civic Service is being held on Sunday 7 July at St
Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton, with new Mayor Councillor
Mike Tysoe and Mayoress Mrs Monica Tysoe leading the
worshippers. Everyone is welcome. Please take your seats by
10.35 to welcome the civic procession. The service begins at
10.45 and the Mayor will hold a reception for guests
afterwards in the Lower Town Hall. The civic service is usually
held annually to note the public and community service given
by local individuals and organisations. For information contact
the Town Clerk on 642341.

Bigger Town Conservation Area?
New parts of the Town could be given Conservation Area
status if proposals by WODC go ahead, based on a draft

document published in April, alongside an exhibition in the
Town Hall. WODC also wrote to all properties that would be
affected by the proposed changes giving six weeks (till 30
June) to comment. The draft Conservation Area Appraisal is
the first of its kind for Chipping Norton despite the area first
being designated in 1970. It proposes to extend the
conservation area to include West End, The Leys and Leys
Approach area and the Recreation Ground and Regulated
Pasture. It will also exclude modern housing west of Over
Norton Road and east of Albion Street and add 468 buildings
to the List of Buildings of Local Interest.

The draft Management Plan sets out proposals for
preservation and enhancement. There is advice on
maintenance and repair of traditional buildings, on the design
of extensions and new properties, including the design of
double glazed windows. UPVC and aluminium windows are
‘generally not desirable additions to traditional buildings’.
Public areas are expected to be sensitively maintained. The
burgage plots either side of Market Place are highlighted as
very significant features, as are mature trees and stone walls
elsewhere. The vacant hospital, Castle View and ambulance
station sites offer ‘a clear opportunity for enhancement’ and
the main hospital building is to be locally listed. At Penhurst,
the value of the open space and trees on New Street is
acknowledged and the house itself, along with John Corey
House and the lodge, are to be locally listed. But campaigners
in Diston's Lane, seeking to protect the trees and other
features, have asked that more emphasis be given to the
qualities of the site.

Conservation Officer, Richard Wheeler, told the News
that the exhibition was very well attended. He had quickly
received a couple of dozen comments, which would be
carefully considered and may result in changes to the
proposals before they go to West Oxfordshire's Cabinet for
approval in late summer. Much of the proposed conservation
area extension is already within the Cotswolds Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and so further planning
restrictions may not be as onerous as people might expect.
West Oxfordshire will refer to the document when

The Leys could join the Conservation Area – with restrictions
on all developments and alterations
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issue has appeared to stop the project – the ‘financial
reassessment’ paper presented by WODC’s Strategic
Director Ralph Young shows an astonishing drop of 40%
(£35,000) in the estimated annual recycling income resulting
in a bad business case with an annual loss of £42,000. This
major change was a big surprise to project supporters – with
little detail provided on where the change came from apart,
apparently, from a ‘drop in the Chinese market for recyclates’.
But this was enough for Cabinet Members to support Cllr
Hoare’s recommendation and abandon the plan – and thereby
stop any further need for attempts at ‘negotiation’. Of course
sorting arguments out 12 months ago could have seen the
project happen regardless of the Chinese! 

WODC could now look at disposal of a site worth
£300,000. So it looks like it’s back to a 40-mile round trip for
all of us – if 6000 residents do it once a year that could be
over £100,000 in travel costs, and around 6000 hours of
wasted time, not to mention a large carbon footprint. None
of this of course counts in the WODC ‘business case’.Cabinet
Leader Cllr Barry Norton ended the meeting saying he
personally held trusted colleagues at Chipping Norton Town
Council in high regard, WODC remain frustrated with the
situation and he would continue to search for a solution. This
would need cooperation between councils, including the
County who are responsible for waste disposal.

A new vicar for St Mary’s
Well, more correctly, a new Team Rector of the Chipping
Norton Team. The fellowship of St Mary's Church, Chipping

Norton, has been waiting for this day since we said goodbye
to Stephen Weston and his family back in February. So the
announcement from Bishop Colin of Dorchester in June after
a day of interviews with deliberations and prayer, was most
welcome and reads as follows: ‘Following last Thursday's
interviews I am delighted to say that the Revd Dr James
Kennedy has accepted the invitation to become the Team
Rector of the Chipping Norton Team. We look forward very
much to welcoming Emma and the family, together with James
himself, in early September. They will move into the Vicarage
during August so that the children can begin school for the
autumn term and his licensing is likely to be in the second
week of September, though the date remains to be fixed’. We
know that the town of Chipping Norton and the surrounding
parishes of Churchill and Kingham, with Daylesford, and the
five villages forming our Chipping Norton Benefice, will look
forward excitedly to the day when Revd James and wife
Emma and the children move into Church Street.

Jo Graves Lay Chair PCC, St Mary's Church

WODC bins Greystones plan
Popular plans for a new recycling centre at Greystones in
Chipping Norton are ‘as good as dead’ after the West
Oxfordshire Cabinet voted for Finance Member Cllr Simon
Hoare’s proposal to stop the project, at a June meeting
littered with arguments and some personal accusations. The

new centre went some way to replacing the closed Dean Pit.
Over nearly 12 months two Councils (Chipping Norton Town
and West Oxfordshire District) continued to point the finger
at each other, disagreeing on the price of a strip of ‘access’
land owned by the Town. With local residents travelling some
40 miles to a waste and recycling centre (or clandestinely
over the County border to Shipston in Warwickshire),
unlawful dumping at Chippy’s New Street and Albion Street
small ‘bring’ centres could become a big concern. Now
alongside the ‘impasse’ a somewhat startling more pessimistic
‘financial reappraisal’ report has scuppered the project.

‘Byzantine Nightmare’
Charlbury District Cllr Liz Leffman, who supported the plan,
frustratedly described the stalemate as a ‘Byzantine
nightmare’. Chipping Norton’s District Cllr Annie Roy Barker
(also on the Town Council) told the News the latest situation
‘heralds a bitterly disappointing end to a project that started
with great optimism’. She had ‘vociferously’ supported Town
Council views to WODC, but her written comments were
not circulated and ‘verbal protestations met with utter
contempt’ (see letter p31). At the Cabinet meeting she angrily
accused certain WODC Councillors of treating the Town
Council with disrespect. Mayor Cllr Mike Tysoe told the
meeting he wanted to put the record straight on the Town
Council’s position, emphasising their ‘courteous, positive
stance’ for the project throughout ‘frustrating negotiations’.
District Cllr Rob Evans (not on the Town Council) urged the
Cabinet to continue the project as 'both Councils seem
agreed on the same objective – that a new recycling centre
would be a positive facility for Chipping Norton and the
public agreed. Rob Evans deplored WODC committee
minutes quoting a Cabinet member using words about the
Town Council such as indefensible, avarice, preposterous,
thwarted, cupidity, abortive, and intransigence. He suggested
independent arbitration  – but all this now looks too late if
the project is stopped.

Scheme now ‘financially unviable’
In fact the two Councils were disagreeing only on £4,000 of
annual land rental in total costs around £120,000. A different

The ‘side waste’ dumping problem in New Street 

New Vicar the Revd Dr James Kennedy pictured (6th from the
right) at his ordination in  July 2011
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Whither FROTH?
The committee of the Friends of the Town Hall wish to thank
all those who have contributed over £18,000.  This is a
really excellent result and we are hoping to arrange a
cheque presentation to the Town Council in the Autumn.
However the present members have decided that they
must hand over to new enthusiasts or disband. If you are
interested please contact Geoff Saul on 648020.

Vince Murphy 

Maternity unit reopening
Chipping Norton’s Cotswold Maternity Unit is still scheduled
to reopen for births on 1 July, according the Chair of the

Oxfordshire Health Scrutiny Committee. Cllr Lawrie
Stratford told members at their meeting on 13 June that
managers from the Oxford University Hospitals Trust were
confident about the date – after an action plan to put in
appropriate staffing and procedures had been completed.
Attention now turns to ‘marketing’ the unit and rebuilding
trust with GPs, parents and local groups.

Support from League of Friends
The Friends of the Chipping Norton War Memorial
Community Hospital, at their AGM, heard from Rosalie
Wright, the new Senior Midwifery manager for Community
Services at the Cotswold Maternity Unit. Friends’ Chair, Jo
Graves, told the News they welcomed the planned reopening
and will be supporting the plan to market the unit and rebuild
trust. Jo said ‘Rosalie was at pains to point out that there is a
great deal of enthusiasm within the Oxford University
Hospitals Trust to keep the maternity unit open way into the
future. She described how midwifery-led units across the
County have changed somewhat over the years and
acknowledged the challenge of rebuilding trust amongst
mothers-to-be and encouraging births at the unit. A marketing
manager is to work on publicity and a new brochure. The
issues raised by mothers during the enquiry have hopefully
been addressed and the League of Friends is determined to
get behind the Cotswold Maternity Unit and support it. We
have supported the Unit in the past with donations for
£10,000 to purchase equipment and hope that as the Unit re-
establishes its viability we can help out again.’

Meanwhile Jo said the Friends were pleased to see that
the First Aid Unit, which they have also supported, is still
giving a tremendous out-of-hours service. She added ‘Our
outpatients unit has also increased the number of clinics and

offers an amazing range covering the youngest patients to the
eldest. With the imminent move of Town’s GP surgeries near
to the hospital– it looks as if Chipping Norton might be set
to have a really good Health Centre up the London Road.’

Award for local rugby coach
Budding sports stars and
inspirational club staff were
honoured at the annual
West Oxfordshire Sports
Awards on 23 May at
Witney Lakes Resort. The
ceremony acknowledged
the District’s talented
athletes and the valuable
work carried out by sports
clubs, coaches and unsung
heroes. Amongst them was
our very own Andy

Dawson who received Coach of the Year for his sterling work
as Chipping Norton Rugby Club’s senior coach. During the
past decade Andy has coached three players selected for
England under-18’s. David Lakin, President of the Club said
‘Andy is humble and self-effacing, yet is an inspiration to all
who receive his coaching. His selfless devotion is so important
to our community in these difficult times. In so many ways,
Andy and his family are the heart and soul of our club. His 20
years of dedication to CNRUFC cannot be quantified. He is a
gem.’ Andy Dawson said ‘I am honoured to receive this award
though I am sure there are people more deserving than me. I
really enjoy coaching enabling the next generation of rugby
players to reach their potential, also helping the development
of our future coaches.’

Keep a watch on the NHS

The reorganization of the NHS that includes social care
provided by Local Authorities continues to face increasing
demand, a tight budget and potential service changes. In
Oxfordshire this could affect where and how Chipping
Norton people access their NHS services. Healthwatch
England, a new consumer champion to strengthen the public
voice, was set up in April to ensure that the views of anyone
of any age using health and social care services are gathered
and used to inform decisions about their design and provision
by the NHS. If you are interested in the changes that affect
you, your family or friends there is a chance to be a part of
the local Healthwatch Oxfordshire (HWO). It will be made
up of individuals, community groups and local organisations
who care about our health and social care services and who
want to work together to make improvements.

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC)
launched HWO at a big event at the Kassam Stadium in May
to explain how it will work. The NHS and Oxfordshire
County Council will work in partnership with public health
leaders to promote joint commissioning and integration to
focus on key areas of need within the County. Healthwatch
Oxfordshire is electing a new Board in June; they have already
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appointed Ros Pearce, who used to run the ACE Children’s
Centre, as the new director. She talked about Healthwatch
learning from people’s experiences as ‘the voice of
consumers’. This is an opportunity to influence NHS policy, to
say what works well and what needs to improve. To be
involved or find out more or telephone 01865 520520 or visit
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 

New plan for hospital site

St Charles Homes has submitted a new plan to build 14
homes on Chipping Norton’s old War Memorial Hospital site
– including conversion of the main old building. A previous
plan in January was withdrawn after planning problems and a
public consultation. The new plans says they have responded
to objections. Changes include a reduction in building height
from three to two and a half stories and removal of integral
garages which would have taken away Spring Street parking,
with 28 parking spaces now available inside the site. Other
changes are intended to fit with the area’s ‘historical context’
including continuing houses along a street line (changing from
detached to terraced) and using a vernacular rather than
regency style. A new public pedestrian ‘street’ now goes
through the site from top to bottom in front of the old
hospital building. WODC Planning Committee are arranging a
site visit and the Town Council will comment next month,
probably for a planning decision by September. The plans, ref
13/0812/P/FP can found on the WODC website.

Support for rural Oxfordshire
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, which is taking on
Healthwatch, founded in 1920, is a charity that brings together
people who care about the future of village life, focussing on
transport, health, housing and environmental issues. It can
offer expert advice and financial assistance with grants which
enable many of the 300 Oxfordshire villages to create
projects for improvements to existing facilities. It helps local
people to help themselves and keep village life thriving.
ORCC Trading Ltd offers advice on group oil purchase, for
example; there are also guides to Saving the Village Pub and
forming Community Village Shops, used in several
Oxfordshire villages already. The Trust for Oxfordshire’s
Environment (TOE2) can offer grants to effect energy
efficiency improvement in village halls, to fund biodiversity
projects and access to green places. Other schemes relate to
health and housing issues. To find out more phone 01865
883488, email orcc@oxonrcc.org.uk or browse
www.oxonrcc.org.uk.

Fairytale adventure

Fairytale Farm on the A44 at Southcombe, which opened at
the end of May, was visited by the Chippy News on a sunny
Sunday in June eager to find out what this unique attraction
has to offer the local population. The first surprise was that
few people I spoke to were actually local, coming from as far
afield as Kidlington and Witney with passports duly in hand.
Owners Nick and Nicola Laister will be pleased to see the

net being cast far and wide, capturing the imagination of
children, whether disabled or not, and their parents or carers.
The Laisters have invested heavily in the project, inspired by
the needs of their daughter Olivia who has cerebral palsy.
Nick explained that this is the only tourist attraction in the
UK where disabled children can just turn up and enjoy the
lovely animals, along with interactive and sensory exhibits and
trails, without having to pre-book. Local people from Chippy
have helped in the set-up, maintenance and care of the
animals, so why not pop along and see for yourself what
Fairytale Farm is all about. Visit www.fairytalefarm.co.uk.

Ambulance chasing in Chippy
Chipping Norton and the rest of West Oxfordshire are likely
to continue to get a sub-standard emergency ambulance
response, admit South Central Ambulance Service. National
targets expect 75% of the ‘immediate life-threatening’
emergencies to be met within eight minutes. But at the end of
2012 it was barely 50% in West Oxfordshire – and potentially
worse in Chippy, being further from the main towns. SCAS
officers told local District Councillors in May that there
simply were not enough ambulances to cover the area and
Oxford city inevitably got higher priority as there were more
cases there. The Service are also making cuts of £30m over
five years, so things could get worse. Councillors heard that
communities are increasingly relying on ‘volunteer community

Playing on the ‘Niagara Falls’ at Fairytale Farm 
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first responders’ for emergencies. Another job for the Big
Society to look after itself, it seems. One further issue is
whether the A&E department can deal with the ambulance
queue when it gets to the hospital – but that is for another
news item!

Notices galore

Chipping Norton’s ‘clutterphobes’ may have noticed recent
growth in the use of the town centre’s main pedestrian
crossing area as an advertising billboard. An end of June count
clocked over 30 different ads fluttering in the damp on the
railings by the pelican crossing. These notices cover events as
far as Witney and beyond, local fetes and concerts but also a
smattering of commercial ads for local shops and businesses.
Whilst almost certainly illegal bill-posting, it does seem to
have become a well-browsed town centre information point.

...and notices are there none
But 20 yards away from the railings
is the somewhat empty, glass-
fronted notice board – the
responsibility of the Town Council.
The town map (renewed last year)
is looking a little faded (the
Council are apparently on the
case) but no local shops or
businesses seem to want to rent
the space round the outside –
perhaps because a free poster on
the nearby railings is cheaper and
more visible?

Neighbourhood Plan
At the 18 May public event, the Chipping Norton
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group collected a valuable
number of comments regarding community views on
Chipping Norton’s future. Approximately 300 people
attended and there were around 200 comments received.
which have been summarised and the main themes identified.
They will be included in a document describing the current
state of Chipping Norton which is being prepared by the
Steering Group. A summary report will be delivered to
everyone in the Town during the summer. The Steering Group
would like to thank everyone for their time and participation
on Saturday 18 May. The Plan website
http://chippingnortontown.info is constantly being updated so
please continue to check for more information. Additionally,
any further comments or queries can be sent to
chippingnortonnp@gmail.com.

St Mary’s Church garden party
On Saturday 20 July The Friends of St Mary’s Church invite
you to join them for an afternoon of family fun at their annual
summer Garden Party, from 2–6pm at the Old Vicarage,
Church Street (next to the church). Admission is free! Judging
of the Children’s Fancy Dress competition will take place at
3.30pm, and this year’s theme is book characters.
Refreshments  include afternoon teas and a barbecue.
Amusements include various stalls and games, live
entertainment and a grand draw! Donations of books, craft
items or tombola prizes will be gratefully received, and can be
left in a labelled box/bag at the back of the church. We would
also be grateful for donations of cakes and plants. These can
be delivered to the Old Vicarage on 20 July morning, or on
arrival at the event. We are very grateful to the local
businesses who are kindly supporting us, including: Chipping
Norton Golf Club, The Lido, The Theatre, Hook Norton
Brewery, Heythrop Park, The Chequers, Bitter and Twisted,
Harpers Store, Trada, Jaffé & Neale, Elle B, Lucy Pratt, The Co-
op, and Sainsbury’s.

Screen by the Green
Two movies are showing at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall
this summer. Lincoln is on Saturday 13 July at 7.30pm with
Steven Spielberg directing Oscar Winning Daniel Day-Lewis in
this outstanding drama that focuses on the 16th President’s
tumultuous final months in office. Then on Friday 9 August a
film and summer evening features Les Miserables, the Academy
award-nominated epic British musical drama set in post-
revolutionary 19th century France, a stunning interpretation of
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the successful stage production, based on the novel by Victor
Hugo. By arrangement with The Chequers a special film menu
will be offered, main course at 6pm, dessert after the film –
book for your meal with your film booking. All films £4.50 on
the door, email churchillmovies@btinternet.com or call
659903.

Lido’s action-packed summer
An action-packed summer is planned at The Lido in Chipping
Norton. For young people there are new fun sessions as well
as the now traditional lessons programme during the holidays.
Mini water polo, a huge hit last summer, now takes place every

Sunday morning at 9am for anyone over eight. Kayaking,
another ‘taster’ success last year, will be returning to the pool
during the holidays. For those in school years 6, 7 and 8, Dip’n
Chill evenings have resumed running until the end of the
school term every Tuesday evening from 7.30 until 8.30pm.
Thanks to the generous support of Emma’s Trust, The Lido
can host these evenings for just £1 per person. Music, floats,
pool games and a café service make for a lively session. On
Friday 12 July The Cotswold Comedy Club is hosting a special
fundraising event for The Lido, in a poolside marquee. Doors
open at 7.15pm, with food and bar available. The show,
starting at 8, features three comedians, including  Kockov, a
leather-trousered, mullet-haired Monrokvian master mind-
reader and magician. Using psychological influence, suggestion
and illusion, Kockov takes you on a non-stop ride of mind-
blowing feats, all mixed with outrageous humour.  Tickets
from The Lido and Jaffé & Neale. More information at
www.chippylido.co.uk

Penhurst site security
With the Penhurst school buildings down New Street now
empty, discussions are starting to take place on the future of
the site. As reported last month, West Oxfordshire planners
will be consulting on a planning development brief – setting
out parameters for any future owner to consider. All this
could take time and nearby residents are concerned about
security and vandalism. The site owners, Action for Children,
have now arranged 24-hour security and put in a planning
application for a 2.4 metre-high metal mesh fence, with gates
for emergency vehicle access. The application is for two years.
All this is only relevant to the empty properties at the back.
The front of the site, including The Lodge, John Cory House
and the Cottage, is not affected, as they continue to be in use.

Phone Co-op’s 15th birthday
Sometime in 1996, Chipping
Norton resident Vivian
Woodell, who had experience
of the co-operative movement
in the UK and abroad, had a
bright idea: why not form a co-
operative body so that
charities, international NGOs
and other co-operatives could
own their own affordable
telecommunications services?
Being a co-operative, it would
be owned by its members, all
with an equal say in how it was run. The motive would be
service to the community, not profit. The idea became a
reality in 1998. What began in an ‘office’ in the spare bedroom
in Vivian’s West Street house was launched as a business. Since
then, while still remaining local, it has blossomed into a
nationally recognised co-operative brand, with a turnover in
2012 of £10.7 million and 23,000 customers, comprising
companies, charities, residents and other co-ops. It has just
been shortlisted for the Co-operative of the Year Award.
Coincidentally, as the Phone Co-op celebrates its 15th

birthday, the UK co-operative movement celebrates ‘Co-
operatives Fortnight’ this June and July, with the slogan ‘Local,
loved and trusted’.

The Phone Co-op is based on Chippy’s Elmsfield Estate,
uses local suppliers and has a staff of 50, most of whom are
local supporting the Town’s economy. The business has
expanded its services year by year. Today, the very titles – The
Co-operative Phone and Broadband, The Co-operative
Business Telecoms, and The Co-operative Mobile – reflect its
growth. In addition, there is a Manchester office with a staff of
ten to provide customer IT support. Vivian Woodell’s initiative
shows that it isn’t necessary to be ruthless to achieve success
in today’s business world. As he himself puts it, ‘We are
demonstrating that a different way of doing business, with
values that put people rather than profit for investors at the
heart of things, can be a success’. Customers – in Chipping
Norton and around the country – are responding well. They
share the values that Vivian instilled from the start. And they
appreciate that the Phone Co-op practises what it preaches.
It offers competitive prices, uses electricity from renewable
sources, recycles all its waste and promotes the use of public
transport for business journeys. Being based in Chipping
Norton, the Co-op actively supports local charities and
events, most recently co-sponsoring the Town’s successful
Literary Festival. For further information, contact the Phone
Co-op at www.thephone.coop or phone 0845 458 9000.

Flu jabs at White House
During September 2013, Chipping Norton’s White House
Surgery will be booking Flu Vaccination Clinics for patients 65
years and over, and for patients who suffer with Asthma,
Diabetes, Coronary Heart Disease, Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and Stroke.  Vaccination is also
recommended if you are pregnant. Patients will not be
contacted by letter this year. The surgery will announce the
commencement of flu vaccination clinics on
www.whitehousesurgery.org.uk and notices in the surgery. If
you want a text alert on your mobile phone, either register

Sunday morning sessions of water polo
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by secure connection on the surgery website, call the
reception 642742, or email audit.whs@nhs.net with your
name and mobile number.

Tony Love White House Practice Manager

Vets on the march
Early morning on 7
September, a brave posse of
vets and nurses from Chipping
Norton Veterinary Hospital
will set off up the west ascent
of the ‘Old Man of Coniston’
on an epic and gruelling
adventure to raise money for
the Guide Dogs for the Blind.
The last competitors of this
marathon challenge are not
expected to finish until after
6pm that evening, having
scaled the 2,634 feet of the
iconic mountain before cycling
through the Grizedale Forest
and finishing with a kayak race across the deep and choppy
Coniston Water. The team from the vets  is joining hundreds
of competitors to raise much-needed money for the charity.

With everyone tightening their belts there is less money
given to the Guide Dogs to help with their invaluable work in
providing canine companions and assistants to people with
visual impairments. The team is hoping to raise £2,500 by
completing the Coniston Challenge and all donations will be
gratefully received. For further details see
www.chippingnortonvets.co.uk or
www.justgiving.com/cnvets. 

Fast links for Chippy – slowly
At the end of May, David Cameron
‘welcomed’ the arrival of high-speed
broadband in Chipping Norton –
although apparently not all of the
town has it. BT say the technology has
been rolled out to more than 2,600
premises in Chippy – which it
somewhat mistakenly refers to as an
‘Oxfordshire village’. Engineers are
still working locally, aiming for 3,300
premises across town to be able to

use the fibre broadband within weeks. The investment in
Chippy is part of a £2.5 billion fibre broadband roll-out
programme, and BT has already delivered it to nearly 180,000
homes and businesses across our county. Chippy is the
nineteenth Oxfordshire exchange to be upgraded. David
Cameron said ‘With access to fibre broadband, local firms can
explore new ways of working and speed up vital operations’.
Fibre broadband to homes means families can download a
movie, watch a TV replay service, surf the web and play games
online all at the same time, says BT. Meanwhile, mobile users
in Chippy will have to wait at least 18 months for the faster
4G wireless service – which is being provided in Oxfordshire
by EE. They are starting only in Oxford City leaving ‘rural
extremities’ with their slower 3G, or even slower 2G (anyone
trying the internet with a wireless dongle will know what we
mean!)

Salford Fete & Fun Dog Show
Stave off the end-of-summer blues with an afternoon out at
Salford Fete on Saturday 31 August. The fete starts at 12 noon,
and dogs take centre stage with the Fun Dog Agility
competition at 12.45 and Fun Dog Show at 2pm. All dogs,
whatever their shape, size, or age are welcome, provided
owners are reasonably well behaved. Entry forms at the gate
up to 15 minutes before each event. Other attractions include
tile decorating with local potter Liz Teall, the Village Show, and
the ever-popular Slow Bike Race, Tug of War, and traditional
children’s Round-the-Village Race. Plenty to keep all ages
entertained with a barbecue, teas, traditional games, stalls, and
a fantastic raffle. Entrance is free, with all proceeds going to
Salford Church and Village Hall and the Lawrence Home
Nursing Team. For more information contact Willie Ross:
641414 / w.ross10@btinternet.com.

Time for legal scrumping!
Yes, you can pick your own
for free. The 30 fruit trees in
Chipping Norton’s
Community Orchard had
late blossom which we hope
heralds a good harvest. The
trees are now six years old
and should be producing
crops of apples, plums, gages,
pears, medlars, quinces and
even mulberries (though they
take longer). You are all
invited to PYO for FREE
without the frisson of

scrumping! No angry farmers or owners! Please do use the
fruit rather than leave it lying on the ground. From
August–October look out for the ‘Pick Your Own for Free’
notices at the Orchard and the ‘Pick me Now’ signs on
individual trees. Arrangements are being made to supply the
local food bank, and hopefully there will be fruit for allcomers.
The Community Orchard is in Elmsfield Paddock, off the
Worcester Road, near the cemetery. Apple Day will be on
Sunday, 20 October – more in the September News.

Heather Leonard Orchard Group

Historic pub for sale
The Shaven Crown in Shipton-under-Wychwood, reputedly one
of the oldest pubs in England, is up for sale for over £795,000.
The Grade II listed inn was founded by the monks at Bruern
Abbey in the 14th century, used as a hunting lodge by Elizabeth
I and in 1943 housed Sir Oswald Mosley, of the British Union of
Fascists, under police supervision after his internment. 

Grants for community projects
West Oxfordshire District Council announced grants of over
£175k for a wide range of community schemes for building
and improvements. Seven projects are being supported
including facilities for a boxing club, bowls club and cricket
club pavilions, village playground and a village hall kitchen.
Nearer to Chippy, Over Norton Parish Council are getting
£4,125 towards improvements, including better access to the
building, a disabled toilet and a new meeting space.
Wychwoods Tennis Club are getting £37,500 towards a

Local vet Martin Kettlewell
takes a break from training
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scheme costing over £300,000 to develop four floodlit tennis
courts, plus pavilion, and landscaping at Wychwood Golf Club
in Lyneham. Sharing clubhouse facilities allows the Tennis Club
to develop its membership, as well as providing ample parking
facilities and a venue for refreshments.

Kebab objections again 
Plans have been submitted
to convert residential
property 21 Horsefair,
Chipping Norton, into a
hot food takeaway. A similar
proposal for change of use
in March 2011, was refused
after nearby neighbours
and others objectied citing
odour, noise, disturbance,
litter and parking. WODC
actually refused permission
on the design of the
chimney and extraction

device to get rid of fumes. The new plan, submitted by West
Waddy ADP on behalf of Mr T Tuncel, proposes an improved
chimney design. Chipping Norton Town Council have again
objected on the grounds of parking, rubbish and impact on
adjoining residential dwellings. A decision by WODC Uplands
Planning Committee is awaited. Details at
www.westoxon.gov.uk see ref 13/0705/P/FP (see letters).

Concert at St Mary’s Church
The renowned Oxford Gospel Choir are performing at St
Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton, at 7pm on Saturday 6 July .
Tickets £6. This is a fundraising event to support the Church.
See www.stmaryscnorton.com or call the church office
646202 for info. An evening not to be missed! 

Paula Smith

Beatles, Come Together 
Chipping Norton Rugby Club hosts this

year’s Beatles and 60’s themed day of
music in aid of the Lawrence Home
Nursing Team. On Sunday 4 August
the day kicks off at 3pm with feel-
good favourites the Blue-Meanies.

Local Beatles tribute band, Abbey
Road, follow tracing the Fab Four

through several different incarnations. To
enhance the effect they
will be making
costume changes and
have the backing of
Abingdon Strings and
brass and woodwind
players. The attention
to detail that’s in the
act promises a great
day’s entertainment for
anyone who enjoys the Beatles or 60’s music in general. Food,
drink and festival stalls will be there. Tickets are £10 (children
free) from Jaffé & Neale or call 07742 430105
details/purchases also at www.facebook.com/AbbRoadNW8.  

Special Seaside Express
Anyone fancy an express train to the seaside from Chipping
Norton? The Cotswold Line Promotion Group (CLPG) are
running a special excursion of the Cotswold-Purbeck Express
on Saturday 28 September. A 125 Express will run, stopping at
Kingham, Shipton and Charlbury, all the way to Corfe Castle
and Swanage – including a stretch on the preserved Swanage
Railway which is now connected to national rail for the first
time in 40 years. CPLG members have booked most of the
tickets but there are some left for the public. See clpg.org.uk.

Pots of ideas
Whichford Pottery recently
challenged local school children
to come up with a design for a
new flowerpot which their
master potters would bring to
life. They had a fantastic response
with some teachers choosing to
incorporate the competition
into class projects at school.
Highly imaginative ideas included
bees and dragonflies to footballs
and even a pot replica of Doctor
Who’s tardis! A shortlist was put
on Facebook for a public vote
and displayed at the Pottery so
visitors could vote too. The top
ten designs from each category
were then judged by a panel of
master potters. The results were
announced at a special Pottery
event. The two winners received
a book voucher, a donation of
clay and a firing for their school
and their designs will be created by master potter Jim Keeling.
The winners are Milly Blake, age 6, from Brailes C of E
Primary school; and Molly Kitching, a year 7 pupil from
Chipping Norton School. Milly’s dragonfly design with trail of
snails around the rim was chosen for its practicality and
beautiful decoration, and the versatility of Molly’s bold apple-
shaped flowerpot captured the imagination of the potters. 18
runners-up also received a goodie bag.

Ellen Dyer

Auction raises £13,000 
A charity auction of promises held in May for West
Oxfordshire’s Citizens Advice Bureau (WOCAB) raised
£13,000. Around 130 people, including supporters from
Chipping Norton, attended the gala dinner and auction in
Witney. The top lots coming under the hammer were a
limited edition Picasso Lithograph (donated by Meller
Merceux) at £1,500, a nude drawing by Augustus John
(donated by Edward Marnier)at £1,250 and ‘Roar and Snore
with the Animals’ (donated by the Cotswold Wildlife Park) at
£750. Other lots included motorsports activity, fly fishing, a
holiday apartment in France and wool weaving. One more
unusual item was a scale model of HMS Victory, painstakingly
built and donated by local man Tobias Marnier. This was sold
for £550. WOCAB Chief executive Barbara Shaw said ‘I’m
thrilled at the number of people who have turned out to

Master Potter Jim Keeling
with prizewinners Molly

and Milly
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support us. This is a welcome boost to the funds needed to
maintain CAB services in West Oxfordshire, from our
bureaux in Chipping Norton and Witney, and our rural home
visiting service’.

Shell-shock over
The Shell Garage at
the Banbury Road
roundabout has
been reopened
after a big
refurbishment. A
quick petrol price
check in June
revealed Shell
selling at 133.9p for
a litre of unleaded,
matching the same
133.9p at the Jet

station in town (and of course readers might note Jet’s 3p off
vouchers in the Chipping Norton News).

Lido Lottery 
Results for June were: 1st prize (£105.75): Marc Middleton
Heath, 2nd prize (£63.45): Paul Sivell, 3rd prize (£42.30): Mike
Hatherly. To join the Lido lottery for just £3 per month,
download an application form at www.chippylido.co.uk or call
in at the Lido.

The write move for Clare
ChipLitFest’s director Clare
Mackintosh has signed a two-
book publishing deal with major
company the Little, Brown Book
Group. Clare, who writes a
regular humorous column for
Cotswold Life and the blog More
Than Just a Mother, will write two
books for the Little, Brown
imprint Sphere. The first will be
published in e-book form and
overseas in autumn 2014, the UK paperback being published
shortly afterwards. We look forward to Clare’s appearance
not just as director, but also as one of the novelists at future
ChipLitFests!

Katharine House update
The Festival of Open Gardens rounds off in Bledington
on 14 July – see: www.katharinehouse.co.uk/opengardens.pdf
Summer Quiz on Food and Drink has been launched with
the prize of a bottle of bubbly and box of chocolates. Quiz
sheets, at £2 per entry, available from the Chipping Norton
shop. Annual raffle tickets are still on sale with prizes of
£1,000 and £500 cash and £100 Hillier’s Garden Centre
vouchers. Sell some if you can, as well. Closing date for
returning counterfoils is 31 July, with the draw on 7 August.

A Taste of Pilates
The third in our series about specialist health and wellbeing services available locally

One News Team member attends a Pilates class run by
Chipping Norton Physiotherapy Clinic and asked a
physiotherapist there to explain what it achieves, for any
readers interested in exercising this way.
“Pilates is a form of exercise dedicated to
improving both physical and mental health. It
teaches good posture and improves
flexibility, agility, balance, strength and body
awareness. As physiotherapists we have
naturally progressed to teaching Pilates
because it can help alleviate low back pain as
well as other joint problems. The Pilates
exercises are fluid, low impact exercises
making them suitable for everyone. The
Pilates system allows exercises to progress
through different levels so you can choose
how hard you want (or are able!) to work.
It is vital to be doing Pilates exercises
correctly, under good instruction, to be
gaining maximum benefit. Pilates puts an
emphasis on spinal posture and developing a
good control of the “centre”. This refers to the deep tummy
muscles and pelvic floor which attach close to the spine and
increase its stability – they should be working for us all of
the time – but this isn’t always the case!  Breathing,
concentration and efficiency of movement are also very
important. Initially the brain can struggle with Pilates more
than the body; it is as if the body is being retrained in it’s
natural way to move.” 

One personal story relates the benefits of Pilates after a
sports injury. In June 2012 Miles Walkden (pictured here), a
regular player at Chipping Norton squash courts tore his

Achilles tendon during a game and had his
leg in a plaster cast right over the summer.
After some physiotherapy  he cottoned on
to what wife Michelle was doing at her
Pilates class nearby; she was improving
muscle toning and core balance. He got
involved and now does an hour’s session
twice weekly, concentrating on small very
carefully executed exercises repeated ten
times targeted at one muscle group and
that has really worked for him. Along with a
changed diet and treadmill exercises he is
more toned and flexible, touching his toes
for the first time in his life. He is also back
to playing squash at arguably a better level
than he did previously so he has nothing but
praise for Pilates as an enjoyable and highly
effective therapy.

Chipping Norton Physiotherapy Clinic moved to their
new studio space in the Lectern Hall, a hidden building
behind the Methodist Hall, where they now teach people of
all ages throughout the week in small groups or individually,
and aim to start more specialist classes soon. Pilates for
Kids will be running over the summer holidays. Visit the
website www.chippingnortonphysio.com or call 645608 to
chat about what is available.
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News from the Library
June has brought some
great events into
Chipping Norton
Library, starting with the
handover from Holy
Trinity School Children
of their wonderful
artwork. They have
produced bunting with
their own designs and
handprints. The bunting
is due to travel around
the Town but should be
within the Library for
the next few weeks – so
please drop by and
come and see their
work! Also, on
Wednesday 12 June we
had a visit from The
Oxfordshire Association
of the Blind. The day was
about promoting the
help that is available and
also to provide advice
and information. We had
lots of visitors and all thought it went very well. Just a quick
reminder that we will be having a Book Sale in the Library –
on the second Saturday of every month. We have Rhymetime
on the first Tuesday of the month from 10.30 onwards for
ages 0-4. Plus next month will be the start of the Summer
Reading Challenge – this year the theme is called Creepy
House www.creepy-house.org.uk. 

Please ask the Library staff for further information.
Laura Jones

WODC’s Local Plan Delayed
Completion of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan has been
delayed, leading to concerns about the possible implications
for Chipping Norton. The Local Plan is aimed at guiding future
development of the District up to 2029. The last round of
consultations on the Draft was at the end of last year, with the
intention of publishing the final plan this summer. However,
WODC has now decided ‘not to progress the Plan further’
until a new Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for
the whole County has been completed, as it feels this
assessment is ‘critical’ for the plan to be approved. The Local
Plan already lacks information on Chipping Norton, as the
Town’s own Neighbourhood Plan is still a long way from
completion with the first stage (a State of the Town report)
still to be finalised. The delay with the District’s plan may mean
that Chippy’s own plan may have a chance of being completed
and included in wider plans. However, the lack of guidance on
preferred development sites in Chipping Norton may, in the
meantime, encourage developers to submit planning
applications for sites that they suspect would not be favoured
by planners once a formal plan has been published. The
completion of both Town/Neighbourhood and District plans
needs to happen in order for everyone to know how our
town might develop over the next 20 years.

Police, crime and safety
This month’s update from local news and press releases –
contributions welcome

Bank cards stolen at work Police report a couple of
incidents from medical practices locally where staff have
received phone calls on the surgery’s phone line, claiming to
be from their bank. The callers have informed the victims of
unusual activity on their bank cards, and believe they have
been stolen. The staff then check and find their purses missing.
The callers then gain security and PIN details and carry out
transactions on the cards. Please be mindful where you leave
your belongings at the work place.

Checking pubs for drugs use Neighbourhood Police
Officers and Community Safety Officers carried out a series
of high profile licensing enforcement checks at targeted pubs
across West Oxfordshire in May and June. The officers were
supported by Special Constables, PCSOs, the Thames Valley

Police Licensing Officer and West Oxfordshire Community
Safety Partnership staff which funded a drug search dog handler.
The search dog visited a dozen premises across the area and
swabs were taken by officers to detect drug use. Inspector
Louise Roddy said, ‘These checks should be expected as the
norm by all licensed premises in order to ensure a high standard
of safety for the public across West Oxfordshire’.

Council tax scam warning Chipping Norton residents are
warned to be on their guard against bogus callers advising
them that their Council Tax bands may be too high. These
callers offer to work on your behalf for a fee to obtain a
reduction in your Council Tax. This is a scam, which is
operating across the country, and there are reports of callers
contacting residents in West Oxfordshire. If you wish to
appeal against your Council Tax banding, you can do this
yourself very easily by contacting the District Valuation Office
on 03000 505 150. If you receive a bogus call, do not give out
any personal information and end the call as quickly as
possible. The fraudsters can get aggressive and ring back if you
put the phone down but this is all part of the scam to make
you act as they want. To report a suspected scam, contact
Oxfordshire County Council Trading Standards on 0845 051
0845.

Farm burglaries Farms at Radford, Heythrop and South
Newington were targeted by thieves last month. Items stolen
included £1,000 worth of tyres, £30,000 worth of equestrian
equipment, a pick-up truck, power tools, lawnmower,
leafblower and a trailer. Anyone with information should
contact Detective Sergeant Brooksbank on 101.

Pictured at the Library with the
latest bit of equipment available to
assist the partially sighted is David

Thompson from Oxfordshire
Association for the Blind. Contact

him on 01865 725595.or via
information@oxeyes.org.uk or call

in to the Library for more
information.
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The Theatre
See advert in the Summer Supplement for a full list
of What’s On at The Theatre in July & August.
The Gallery:
The HWICCE Artists: a group of artists including a
printmaker, photographer and artists in pastels, watercolours
and acrylics. Named after an Anglo Saxon tribe local to here.
Until 17 July.
Lauren Buckingham – detailed fine line portraits in graphite,
and acrylic paintings that show the artist's love of theatre and
classical literature. 18 July-25 August.

Live Screenings:
Continuing the summer season
of screenings direct from
Glyndebourne: Le Nozze di
Figaro by Mozart,  14 July;
Hippolyte et Aricie by Rameau,
30 July; Don Pasquale by
Donizetti 11 August; finishing
with Britten’s Billy Budd on 25
August.
Plus a summer season of
Shakespeare from the Globe
Theatre Henry V (11 July),
Twelfth Night (3 Aug – pictured)
and The Taming of the Shrew (20
Aug). All performances at 7pm.

On Stage:
Salon Du Chocolate – Storytelling. The Scary Little Girls have
taken us on entertaining Sonnet Walks and Mitford Walks. This
summer they are in the Theatre ‘to stimulate our senses’
celebrating the link between cocoa and ‘forbidden’ literature.
For the audience there will be chocolate treats and
scandalous tales from the works of many authors including
Lord Byron, John Donne and Joanne Harris. 7.45pm 5 July.

Take Part at the Theatre:
There will be Summer Workshops for varying ages from 6
months to 13+ years of age.
Orange Hat Summer Adventure is for babies, toddlers and their
carers.
3 Day Drama, 3 Day Dance and Morning Workshops for age 5-7.
Two Drama Weeks, a Dance Week and a Musical Theatre Week
for age 8-12. 
A Dance Week for teenagers as well as a full-scale production
of Grease (in six days!). Outreach activities will be held in
Moreton in Marsh, Carterton and Woodstock; participants
will be taken to The Theatre for some of the week at no extra
charge!  

And it’s Panto time again ... 
The Theatre is staging a new twist on an old favourite –
booking for its famous panto, this year Jack & the Giant
opened in June.

For all bookings and more information about events at The Theatre
contact the Box Office in Goddards Lane tel 642350, email
boxoffice@chippingnortontheatre.com or book online at
www.chippingnortontheatre.com

Puss strides out in Chippy
Panto’s clearly in the air! The Nortonians are in the process
of casting their Autumn production of Puss in Boots and
welcome anyone who would like to try their skills on the
boards! This version of the well loved tale of a poor Miller’s
son and his remarkable Cat is written by Stuart Paterson
whose adaptations of traditional tales are very popular, with
witty scripts and strong characters. The show will be in the
Methodist Church which the Norts think is a good venue,
lending itself to a cosy Drama Studio, allowing the audience to
feel part of the show. They hope Chippy will come and
support local Am Dram on 7, 8 and 9 November. 

Any requests for other plays to be performed by them
will be considered! Contact Andrew Pitman
(andrewpitman123@btinternet.com) for all details.

New book on local churches 
Oxfordshire's Best Churches
by Richard Wheeler
'The churches of Oxfordshire brought
gloriously to life ... a masterful survey.'
Simon Jenkins.  
This new book details the art and
architecture of 116 of the county's
churches, pointing out the
stonework and woodwork, the
stained glass and wall paintings, and
the often-missed details that make
them so special. A wide-ranging
introduction describes their
evolution, while at the core of the
guide is a gazetteer, richly illustrated with 340 colour
photographs and scale plan drawings; ideal for those wanting
to explore the churches of Oxfordshire. The book includes
examples of churches from each of the main periods of
church architecture, containing some of the finest works of
art and craftsmanship to survive over the last thousand years.

The author, Richard Wheeler, is a Conservation Officer
and was at our Town Hall in May explaining the possible
changes to the Town's conservation area as part of the
Neighbourhood Plan exhibition.
Copies are available from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop or at
http://www.firconebooks.com

Out and about
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock:
Sculpture in the Garden: beautiful plant forms in stainless steel
by Mike Bigland.
Mummers, Maypoles and Milkmaids: a journey through the ritual
year. This exhibition brings together 50 photographs of regional
rituals performed throughout the year in England, showing
processions, traditional dances and fire ceremonies that mark
the changing seasons and celebrate nature. Until 28 July.

Annual Art Exhibition in Stow-on-the-Wold:
North Oxfordshire Arts Association invite all to their
exhibition at St Edward's Hall in Stow town centre 10am-5pm
(last day 2pm)  Friday 12 to Monday 22 July, preview on 11 July
6.30-8.30pm.
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Martin Sanders – Wood turner
All Martin's pieces are made in his
home in Rock Hill in a workshop in
the cellar equipped with lathes and
all the paraphernalia of wood
turning. There was a gap of over 40
years between Martin's first and
second attempts at wood turning,
making him a relative newcomer to
the art. Martin's approach to wood
turning is to let the piece evolve

thus achieving simplicity and elegance of design. He has an
idea about the final shape but the wood will often dictate the
outcome. Each piece is a unique combination of Martin's skills
and the natural qualities of the wood.

Judith Gussin – Textiles
With the spare bedroom as the
sewing workshop and the garage
as her dyeing room, Judith
creates bags, wall hangings,
embroidered pictures and silk
scarves in her home in Park
Road. Trained as a colour
chemist she dyes fabrics and
uses them and her own dyed
embroidery threads to create
her unique blend of coloured
textiles. She teaches creative embroidery and continues to
experiment with colour using as great a variety of natural
materials as possible, often allowing the design to be led by
texture and colour. Fabrics used include felt and silk in
colours of every spectrum of the rainbow; often enhanced by
intricate beadwork and embroidery.

Crabby Taylor – Ceramics
Crabby works in her conservatory and
fires her Raku and ceramic pieces in the
back garden of her home behind Albion
Street, producing pots of varying shapes
and porcelain ‘pebbles’. Crabby Taylor’s
work is hand built, combining different
clay for texture and colour followed by
burnishing to prepare the surfaces for
the final firing. The building processes
are labour intensive and once they are

Oxfordshire Artweeks  2013
Arts Editor Kaye Freeman looks back on this year’s Artweeks.

This year the weather was as variable as the different forms of art on show around
the County. Painting, pottery, jewellery, furniture making, glass making and more

were on show for all to enjoy and buy; even a card is something nice to take away
with you as a reminder of meeting an artist whose work you admire. It was a great

opportunity to find out first hand how they create their work.
Artists I talked to were grateful to all those who braved the unseasonal weather

to visit them at the start of North Oxfordshire's Artweeks, and happy to take the
time to explain their work.

There is an idealistic image that suggests artists work in a well-lit studio or
garret in peaceful surroundings. This is not always the case; I met four artists all of

whom work from their homes in the centre of Chipping Norton.

introducing his autobiography
Under a Mackerel Sky

Independent Bookseller of the Year 2007

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Chipping Norton’s own
RICK STEIN 

Wednesday 18th September
Book your ticket early 

finalised the performance of the final firings begin. Crabby
employs three firing techniques, all of which take place in the
open air. She has built a dustbin kiln heated by propane gas for
Raku and Saggar firing and uses a metal dustbin for smoke
firing.  These individual firings give the work their soft smoky
surfaces.

Selma Stagg – Jeweller
Selma works from her home
off the London Road having
converted her dining room
into her studio and
workshop. She chooses
porcelain as the major
material for her jewellery
because of its unique qualities
of strength and light weight,
using vibrant colours as an

integral part of her designs. Each ‘stone’  is individually
moulded by hand, dried slowly and fired in an electric kiln to
a dense, hard, non-porous finish. Five to seven layers of glaze
are applied to both sides of the ‘stones’ and they are fired to
the glaze temperature on ceramic wires. The porcelain ‘
stones’  are assembled into the finished article by combining
them with semi-precious beads and sterling silver.
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Chipping Norton Rotary roundup
Welcome to the new Club President
Geoffrey Norris. Geoff is a retired
solicitor who lives in Chadlington. He
has been a Rotarian for many years up
in the Lake District, and it is our good
fortune that he came south and
settled in our area. He has been
closely associated with Probus as well
as Rotary since he arrived. Good luck,
Geoff, in your Rotary Year.

Chippyfest 2013 By the time you read this, Chippyfest 2013
will have come and gone. We hope everyone had a great time.
As this article is being written the new organisers are putting
in hours of work to get it right for the first time under the
new management. Full report in the September edition.

Chippy Jazz & Music – 29 September No sooner is
Chippyfest out of the way than the Rotary Club is girding its
loins again! This year we will be having live bands throughout
the day in the pubs and the Old Mill and the Youth Jazz Band
Concert in the Town Hall in the afternoon. Spats Langham will
be in the Chequers during the afternoon, and there will be Sue
Greenaway's Jazz Workshop in the Town Hall in the morning –
be prepared to sign up if you’re a budding jazz musician. The
evening concert will be Swing From Paris and Friends – tickets
are on sale from The Theatre Box Office 642350. 

Charities supported this year are the Lawrence Home
Nursing Team, Special Effect, a fantastic charity to help
seriously disabled people use computers, and Rotary
Charities including Polio Plus.

Rotary is making a difference! Dear readers, our
Treasurer was asked to see whom we had supported over the
last 9 years, and she came up with a list which surprised us
all.... we have given over £89,000 to charities, organisations
and deserving individuals. This was donated by you, generous
Chippy people! Rotary might do the organising, but you do
the giving. So thank you for your support and donations over
the years. For example we have been able to donate 23
ShelterBoxes on behalf of all our donors since 2005 – that has
provided support and safety for up to 230 people who had no
other form of safe shelter due to natural or man-made

disasters. So keep it coming – support your local Rotary Club.
It is the giving that is important, that is why we all became
Rotarians!
Around Thames
Valley in 80 Ways
The baton passed
through town as part of
this friendly relay
between local Rotary
Clubs to raise funds
for the Rotary
‘WheelAppeal Olympic
Legacy’ project to
provide sports
wheelchairs for young
disabled people in the
our area. 

Visit www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk for details.
Simon Hamilton

Support from the Alzheimer’s Society
Banbury & Chipping Norton Area branch of the Society run
various support groups: Chipping Norton Carers Group
meet Monday 8 & 22 July and 12 August from 10.30-noon at
the Fox Hotel. All carers are welcome to attend these
meetings and also similar support groups and events which
are held in various venues in Banbury. Please call Frances or
Shirley at the office on 01295 255957 for more information.

TCN Climate change film 
On Monday 8 July Transition Chipping Norton

will be showing a film called Do the Math,
featuring Bill McKibben, a leading
American climate change expert and
campaigner. Starting at 8pm in the barn
at the Chequers it will last about 45

minutes, and be followed by discussion of
issues raised in the film. All are welcome to

come and see this film which deserves the
attention of everyone. There will be no film in August.

Richard Averill 643365

Green Gym repairs Pool Meadow path
The path along the stream in Pool Meadow was washed away
by the rain. A month ago we put in some very large hard core
and now we have finished the job with smaller rubble and
sand on top. We have also started work on paths of a different
sort – grass paths between neglected allotments at Enstone,
a new site for us. One week (unusually!) we had to cancel
work on the Common because it was raining so heavily. But
we managed to get to the Vessell Wood in Evenlode, to
continue clearing round the young trees and dig a ditch to get
rid of surplus water, and up to Chippy Community orchard to
scythe the grass and weed round the fruit trees and soft fruit.

If you would like to get some exercise at the same
time as improving the local environment and enjoying good
company, do get in touch! There are jobs for all ages and
abilities. We meet weekly on either Wednesday or Thursday
morning, there’s no joining fee and lifts may be available. Visit:
www.chippygreengym.org, phone me on 643269 or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington
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Mike Cooper of Chipping Norton
(centre)  is handed the baton by

Banbury Rotarians

Janis Sorrel
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Gales of laughter batter local sailors

When Phil Levermore of Witney wanted to move his 10
metre sailboat 100 miles south along the Italian coast from its
mooring near Trieste there was only one problem ... no crew.
However within hours of announcing his planned trip on the
‘Crewing Service’ of the Chipping Norton Yacht Club two
experienced members had volunteered to lend a hand. Phil
said ‘One of the real benefits of the newly formed club is that
it puts people in touch with other local sailors. Without the
club I’d have struggled to find a crew but within a few hours
of the request being circulated I had recruited an experienced
crew.’ The crewing service is just one of the attractions of
membership of the newly formed Yacht Club which now has
more than 120 members.

One of the members who jumped at the chance to help
was Duncan Wheatley of Icomb near Stow-on-the-Wold. ‘My
boat is in Eastbourne and so I leapt at the chance to sail in the
Adriatic, even though the weather can be challenging. In fact
we had calm weather throughout. The only gales we
experienced were of laughter from some drunken Russians
who were moored next to us in Pula, Croatia and insisted on
partying all night.’ 

Full details of the Chipping Norton Yacht Club can be
found at their new website www.cnyc.co.uk

Trevor Taylor

Railway Club’s happy wandering
53 members and friends set off for the Llangollen Railway on
Sunday 12 May, our first visit since 1994. The weather was
reasonable, not our usual sunny day but thankfully no rain.
Using our ‘rover’ tickets we enjoyed the 15 mile round trip,
following the River Dee upstream to the village of Carrog. In
1975 a group of enthusiasts saw the potential for this scenic
heritage line through the Dee Valley which is currently being
extended to the town of Corwen. The spectacular scenery
and the town of Llangollen – famous for its International
Eisteddfod – are well worth a visit, I remember visiting as an
11 year old schoolgirl, when the Obernkirchen Children’s’
Choir (remember the ‘Happy Wanderer?’) were the stars of
the event. 

Liz Woolley, our projected speaker for the June meeting
was unable to attend and will now entertain us on 2 July with
her talk ‘The Arrival of the Railway in Oxford’. Instead local
man, Terry Johnson from Enstone stepped in with a great
subject ‘Steam in China’. Now used entirely in the Chinese
coalfields, Terry visited last year and recorded some

wonderful slides of massive steam engines ferrying coal.
Health and Safety were noticeably absent and the group were
given access to wander at will! An interesting theme for the
meeting on 6 August: Chris Schroeder will share his
experiences on ‘Keeping Steam on the mainline – an owner’s
perspective’. Old friend, Dave Baker will return on 3 September
with his archive railway cine films. Dave is always popular with
our members, definitely not to be missed. I’ve said it many times
before, but new members and visitors are always welcome, with
free tea/coffee and biscuits offered in the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586

An invitation from Probus 
Are you retired and would like to hear stimulating speakers
and meet similar minded business people to catch up on news
and discuss issues of the day? If so come along to the Chipping
Norton Probus Club at the Crown & Cushion on the 3rd

Tuesday in the month at 11am. After a talk we have lunch and
finish between 2 and 2.30pm. If you would like to come along
and see what is involved, give Ken Norman a ring on 01869
349882. Last month we had a stimulating talk on the impact
of Aid to Developing Countries and a coffee morning when
we discussed the current economic crisis. We also have social
events planned. The next meeting is on 16 July.

Mike Howes

Lions’ Defibrillator update
We hope everyone has realised that the kiosk near Sainsbury’s
now has no telephone and is awaiting the installation of the
security box to hold a Defibrillator. We hope to have a notice
board on the kiosk to advertise events and a list of Lions who
can be contacted. We will organise courses on the use of the
De-fib and Basic Life Support depending on the numbers of
enquiries. If you are interested please contact Lion Liz or Mike
(644678). There will be no charge but a small donation towards
disposable items would be welcome. Whilst cleaning the Kiosk
the Lions had a go at the nearby Post Box, which now looks a
little more red than before and the Litter Bin, discovering that
it has two gold bands around it. This we hope should please
Paul Burbidge and Cllr Chris Butterworth (see article p12 in
last month’s News).

We have a new President Graham Raven (tel 01608
645134), and new Secretary (and Zone Chairman for the

CLUB NEWS

Phil (left) and his crew take a break towards the end of the trip
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second year) John Roxby (tel 01993 831743) who both know
a lot about Lions. The Lions would like to thank the outgoing
President Robert Caswell. Grateful thanks go also to Mark
Allman, Secretary since 1990, who has now decided to be an
ordinary Lion. 

So if you are interested in joining and would like to know
more please call any Lion. We have recently enrolled two new
members and would welcome more. We meet on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at The Chequers at 8pm.

Liz Nason

Start Karate with WOWI
After a fantastic First Aid lesson in May, West Oxfordshire
Women’s Institute’s June meeting was a lesson in paper-
marbling. We had a short demo then rolled up our sleeves and
got stuck in, producing (mostly) beautiful swirly patterns to be
turned into gift wrapping, note-book covers and works of art! 

On Monday 17 July we'll be joined by a black-belt in Karate
to learn the basics of self-defence. Chippy might be a safe place
to live, but imagine the confidence you'd have if you knew you
had some professional moves up your sleeve... If you fancy
joining us for the evening to see what we're all about, this
would be a perfect session, so pitch up and have a go. 

August's meeting is our summer walk and picnic, so we're
keeping our fingers crossed for good weather! Bring some
food to share, and meet at our usual time for a guided walk
around town, before we head to one of our member's
gardens to enjoy a late supper.
West Oxfordshire Women's Institute is an enterprising, sociable WI
which welcomes new members. We meet on the third Monday of
the month at 7.30pm at St Mary's Parish Rooms. There's no jam,
and no Jerusalem, but there's tea, wine, biscuits and lots and lots of
chat. For more information, call 646830. 

Buttercup ramble 
Chippy Ramblers set off from New Street car park at 2pm
and headed up to the Leisure Centre. From there we walked
along the path past the allotments to Glyme farm where we
passed through beautiful fields of buttercups and then
woodland until we came to the Nature Reserve, then turned
left past the golf course and on through Pearman’s farmyard
to the Oxford Road, where one or two headed back to town
while others carried on through Swing Swang Lane, past the
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Shell garage and on to the path to Over Norton and through
Over Norton Park where we spied a few orchids. Next
meeting 10.30am on 7 July for a longer walk. Bring a packed
lunch. Details from Liz on 641222 or Diana on 642661.

Doreen Molyneaux

CNAAG chills out under summer skies
Stalwart Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group
members have been able to maintain several very late night

vigils under the stars in the relative warmth of the season. The
breathtaking gas giant, ringed planet Saturn, is attracting a lot
of interest. Inner planets Mercury and Venus have made their
appearance from the realm of the Sun and we anticipate
observing Mars as it slips its solar bonds. Star clusters, nebulae
and the Milky Way will be the subject of intense study during
the summer. On Monday 15 July in The Fox our guest speaker
is the astronomical historian from Rugby Mike Frost with an
intriguing talk entitled ‘The Accidental Death of an Anarchist’
– everyone welcome, 7.30 for 8pm. We also look forward to
the Perseids meteor shower and another trek down to
Stonehenge in August plus a trip out to the Space Centre in
Leicester.

CNAAG is a nationally recognised, highly active
astronomical society for everyone with an interest in space and
the universe – no experience, equipment or knowledge
required, just get in touch (www.cnaag.com). Better still, come
along to any of our meetings – you will be made very welcome.  

Robin Smitten 

Conservatives spread the word
For our June meeting Wendy Gardner, the Administrative
Assistant and Clinic Co-ordinator at Chipping Norton
Hospital described the range of clinics at Chipping Norton
Hospital plus the xray facility and the work of the midwifery
section. Wendy dealt with a wide range of questions and
issues and received a number of compliments on the services
supplied at the hospital. 

Congratulations to our branch members Mike and
Monica Tysoe who will serve as Mayor and Mayoress with
Chris and Sue Butterworth as Deputy Mayor and Deputy
Mayoress. They will be a great team. We wish them all the best
and hope they enjoy the experience and the opportunity to
meet the community and spread the word about our town. 

Next month we have James Kitcher discussing rental
issues for domestic premises together with an update on the
Neighbourhood Plan and The Town Report. If you would like
to come along to our next meeting on 11 July please give

Saturn imaged by David Henderson with a 6’ reflector
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Richard Benfield a ring on 645793. We meet at the Blue Boar
on the second Thursday in the month for lunch (main course
+ coffee: £10) a speaker, social chat and an opportunity to put
the world to rights. Visit www.chippytories.org for details.

Mike Howes

Collections for Amnesty
Part of our commitment to Amnesty International UK is to
fund-raise so we can contribute to its work around the world.
This is mostly achieved with street collections and the
occasional sale. On 31 August we have one of each; a street
collection here in Chippy and our annual Book Sale (10.30am-
4pm) which is always under the Tolsey in Burford where we
can be sure of keeping the books, ourselves and browsers
dry! Supporters are always generous with their book
donations and we keep the prices very low; most are 50p with
children’s' books even cheaper!

Next meeting Thursday 11 July, with a talk from Tony
Samuels, a member of Freedom from Torture. All are
welcome. Contact Priscilla Peace for more information on
01451 830459.

Scouting around and about
Beavers enjoyed an evening learning about African culture,
life style and animals, and sampling African food. Beavers will
be attending the One World Camp in July at Thame, where
they will join over 4,000 Scouts to celebrate the scouting
movement. 

Cubs Seventeen cubs spent a weekend in May using their
powers of detection, whilst sleeping under canvas at the
North Oxfordshire District spy skills camp. Activities included
a hunt the thief wide game, finger printing, code breaking,
outdoor laser quest, archery, climbing and rifle shooting. They
also learned and sang camp fire songs - fantastic actions! In
addition, the cubs courageously battled through the rain and
hail to complete a six-mile treasure hunt hike. 

During their weekly meetings Cubs have been learning
about different forms of communication. Field telephones and
walkie talkies have been deployed and different codes,
including Braille, deciphered.

Sunny weather has enabled us to make good use of the
field and several noisy and enjoyable games of rounders have
been played. 

Scouts have been working towards the Fitness Challenge,
making good use of the lovely summer!! Some of the older
Scouts have used their Scouting experience to run the
sessions and help organise the less 'physical' part of the
challenge. The Scouts are also preparing for the One World
County camp in Thame in July, which will help them to finish
another challenge badge – Global, as they will be in contact
with Scouts from around the world.....Then comes our Yearly
Summer Camp....Bring on the sunshine!

Explorers George Harris reports: Way back in the wintery
days of late March, the unit ventured where no other had
before: the not yet clean Lido. Many brave souls toiled for
hours on the sides and bottom of our beloved pool, not
resting until it was cleaner than Mr Sheen’s toilet. This
Herculean task earned them all a free swim – which will be
used rather soon and with great pleasure. 

The chaps have recently returned from seven days on the
seven seas, on a sailing trip along the British coast. Much was

learned by the
‘Crew’ of Rona II,
with many knots
being tied and sails
raised. Thanks to
the Rona Sailing
Project for letting
us aboard and
learning the
marvellous way of
life as well as their
seemingly unlimited
patience with us
i n e x p e r i e n c e d
landlubbers.

An update from
District Com-
missioner Brian
Sargent: Significant progress is being made on the Duke of
Edinburgh expedition front this year with two groups
undertaking Silver award practice and qualifying expeditions
plus four groups doing the same for the Bronze award. 30
Explorers hope to gain their awards by the autumn. D of E
activity continues in other areas too and we are always
looking for volunteering opportunities for the Explorers so if
you have any suggestions please get in touch.
dc@northoxfordshirescouts.org.uk

Coming events include taking part in the One World
2013 camp at the beginning of July and our own action-packed
Summer Camp in South Wales at the end of the month.

Anyone wanting to join Explorers or who would be
interested in getting involved as an adult please contact Brian
Sargent via dc@northoxfordshirescouts.org.uk

Helen Harris

Horticulture at Hanbury
Chipping Norton Horticultural Association continued with
another ‘summer’ outing in May. This was a half-day trip to
Hanbury Hall, Worcestershire. Over 50 members and friends
spent a pleasant afternoon touring the house and the gardens
and parkland, trying to miss the cold wind and occasional hail
storms. A small group of members have been working again
this year in the grounds of Abbeyfield, Chadlington, trying to
keep down the weeds, to make the gardens more pleasant for
the residents.

Anyone interested in hearing more about our future
programme can contact the secretary, Eileen Forse on
643275.

History & mystery at CNWI
Members of Chipping Norton Women’s Institute enjoyed a
fascinating presentation on Chastleton House at their
meeting on 12 June. Sebastian Conway gave us a vivid and
entertaining insight both into Chastleton’s diverse owners
and the building itself. A follow up visit to this splendid
country house is planned for later in the year.

We were also pleased to hear that the resolution against
the decline of the high street had been passed by an 87%
majority at the Annual General Meeting in Cardiff as we had
given it our full support.

Our next meeting on 10 July has a horticultural theme
when Julia Joyce will advise on container planting for the

CLUB NEWS

The intrepid chaps on the boom
of Rona II 
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autumn and on 14 August we have a sociable supper. Visitors
and new members are always welcome to join us in the
Lower Town Hall at 7.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

NOOG explores Stonesfield
Craig Blackwell, Oxfordshire’s retired County Ecologist,
introduced us to the unique habitats of Stonesfield at North
Oxfordshire Organic Gardeners’ June meeting. We had the
perfect summer’s afternoon for our walk which took us over
fields to the meandering Evenlode river and the most prolific
display of mayflies ever. Rare sightings of the unusual and well-
named toothwort appeared against the woodland backdrop
of carpets of wild garlic. Sizeable elms – rare survivors of
Dutch elm disease – are dotted along the river which we left
in order to view a rich array of wildflowers along the
protected roadside verges. Looping back over the common,
we found ourselves back at the river where we finished our
tour with a picnic in the evening sunlight. Our next visit, on
Wednesday 3 July, is to Worton Organic Gardens near
Yarnton, for a tour of the ornamental and vegetable plots,
starting at 7pm. And on 7 August, Chastleton House’s head
gardener will guide us round the recently excavated
extensions to the existing gardens. Non-members are
welcome to join us. Call 683624 for further information.

Lindsay Johnstone

A lifetime at the Folk Club 
Question: What might you decide to do at the Folk Club’s
June get-together given the theme: ‘Childhood, Youth, Old
Age’?
(i) Indulge in some very fine songs displaying copious
nostalgia?
(ii) Add in, perhaps, certain of the ‘missing’ ages of the ‘seven
ages of man’?
[including ‘the last scene of all’ .. it is a folk club after all…]
(iii) Occasionally stray ‘off message’ proffering entertaining
non-themed material?
(iv) Combine the poignant, the jaunty, the poetry and the
story telling?
Answer:  All of the above…! Another great night. Many thanks
go again to all performers and audience stalwarts.

Next meeting 8 July – 8pm at The Blue Boar – an ‘anything
goes’ evening. Visit www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for details.

Paul Cherry

British Legion trip to London
On Thursday 30 May 48 members and guests visited The
Bomber Command Memorial in Green Park, London and the
RAF Museum in Hendon. 

We were very fortunate to be able to park near the
extremely beautiful and moving Bomber Command Memorial
where we were met by The RAF Benevolent Fund’s Chief of
Staff, Mike Neville, who gave us an informative talk on the
monument. The President then recited the ode. Part of a
collection made on the coach will be donated to the RAFBF.

We moved on to the superb RAF Museum at Hendon
with its fine collection of aircraft from the beginning of flight
to the latest jets and missiles. We left an hour later than
planned, heading for the Legion Club at Hillingdon for a spot
of mid journey refreshment. Unfortunately we were plunged
into the general anarchy known as rush hour traffic. Whilst
the person near the back singing ‘The wheels of the bus go
round and round’ was technically correct, they didn’t go
round that fast. We eventually reached the Legion Club,
drooping, and decanted into the bar. Our upper lips were
soon stiffened by good beer and comfortable surroundings.
We arrived home some hour and a half later than planned,
tired bunnies, but hopefully ones that had enjoyed the trip. 

Steve Kingsford

Kingham & Daylesford Rotary
Monday 8 July the club will welcome Sir Tim Jenner, Chairman
of the Thames Valley Air Ambulance – an important life saving
service for those who live locally. Look behind the scenes and
hear of future developments. It should be an interesting
presentation and discussion. If you would like to join us at
6pm for 6.30 at The Mill House, Kingham, then please book
with Kay Shortland 01993 832927. You can also join club
members and Sir Tim later for dinner if you wish at £12.50 for
two courses. The public are very welcome.

Paul Jackson

Bliss-full chat over lunch
The Bliss Probus Club is open to retired people who have been
in business and who would like to meet up with like minded
people for an informal chat and a discussion to keep in touch
with what is going on. The club meets at the Chequers Chipping
Norton at 12.30pm for lunch followed by a speaker and
finishing at about 2.30pm. Last month we had a presentation by
a member on the history of his family farm bringing back
memories for members. If you are interested in coming along
and get a taste of what a meeting involves, with no obligation,
give Tony Clark this year's President a call on 01993 832923 for
a chat. We have other events during the year involving wives
and partners. We usually have about 22 members at a meeting
so there are plenty of others to chat to.

Dancing to the Sounds of 40’s 50’s & More  
Raffle

£10 Members £12 Non Members 
Tickets From Michael Dixon 643755 or

The Crown & Cushion Hotel 643755
All Proceeds to the Royal British Legion Benevolent Fund

Royal British Legion
Dinner Dance

Saturday 28th September 
The Crown & Cushion Hotel

Full Hot & Cold Buffet
Live Band 

Mike Howes
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SPORTS NEWS

Golf Club

Olive Lenton Rose Bowl: The Annual Married Couples
Greensomes Competition was played in glorious sunshine on
Sunday 5 May. The Competition was won with an impressive
44 Points by Susan and Andrew Vaile pictured here with
Ladies’ Captain and event organiser Jenny Reynolds. Runners-
up out of the 32 participants were Veronica & Des Boulter
and Sandra & Graham Fathers. Funds raised to date for
Captains Charity the Lawrence Home Nursing Team is £1103.

Marius Harte
Mini Rugby
What a great season! With record numbers of players
Chipping Norton Rugby Club celebrated the end of their
minis’ season with a fantastic awards ceremony where
Gloucester and England's Nick Wood presented well
deserved trophies and medals to players aged 5 to 11. Once

again, Chippy established a brand new generation of players in
the Under 6 category and we will do so again this September.
From Under 7s to under 12s we continued to win the fight
against video games and fast food by hosting up to 200 players
each weekend. Chippy won more games than they lost and
silverware was brought home. Pictured on the front page are
the magnificent Under 7s winning the Bicester Festival. Of
course winning is nice but the camaraderie, parental support
and the great spirit of rugby is what we're all about. Come and
join us from 1 September for the start of next season. More
details from huw.jenkins@poundland.co.uk

Huw Jenkins

Football – Chadlington Whites
The season culminated in the Annual Celebration at the Fox
Hotel where 14 players and their families enjoyed a

sumptuous meal and a celebration of all the things that make
the squad so special in the newly refurbished dining hall. It was
an evening of fun and laughter. Well done to all – especially
John Priest and his team for making the event such a success.
Prior to this in May our wonderful parents had pitted
themselves against the team for a Parents v Players Exhibition
match.  The enthralled crowd struggled to decide which side
to support. The match ended in a 1:1 draw. Many thanks to all
who participated with such enthusiasm. Then in June the
Whites entered the Croughton 5-a-side Tournament which
they had won last year. Sadly the team were unable to win
back the trophy being defeated by a golden goal in extra time
in the quarter final. Well done to every player in our glorious
squad and our wonderful travelling band of parents. 

Seymour Mincer 07500 661016

Chipping Norton Bowls Club 
Why not try some bowls over the summer at the Club on the
Burford Road (behind the Rugby Club). With 36 years
outdoors and 25 indoors there is a strong tradition locally
with members ranging from teenagers to the over 80s. The
indoor facilities attract players from Charlbury, Chadlington,
Witney and Moreton. There are 4 indoor and 6 outdoor
rinks, a dining area and bar with social events and weekly club
night on Wednesdays 6-8 pm. Members compete at club,
county and national levels. The outdoors season runs till
September, indoors October to March. There’s help to get
started with coaching and the loan of equipment – the Club
would like to see you – call in Tuesday morning 10am to noon
and ask for Bill Jarvie or give Bill and Roberta a call on
643556.

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDREN!S CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON
LEISURE CENTRE

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

WWW.MARTIALARTSVOUCHER.CO.UK
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Cricket
U15s squad
The successful re-establishment of the youth section in 2010
is now bearing fruit in the older age groups, so that this year
Chippy Cricket Club could enter the Natwest U15 National
Club Championship (Oxfordshire Division) for the first time.
The competition at this level gets really serious. Chippy’s
U15s are at the lower end of the age group, and found
themselves in a group with Great Tew, Banbury, Charlbury and
Shipton-under-Wychwood – all with well established teams
and  very experienced players at the top end of the age group.
Unsurprisingly the lads have had a baptism of fire, but have
played good cricket with a super attitude and have improved
steadily resulting in a first-ever U15 win at home vs
Stonesfield on 3 June. With some of team now playing in
Chippy’s 2nd XI and Sunday team, experience is being gained
fast, which bodes well for next season’s U15s and also for the
future of the club as a whole. 

Training is Friday nights 6pm at the club, BBQ and Bar.
Fixtures for under 11's, 13's and 15's have commenced. 

David King

Senior teams
The 2013 season looks promising despite the poor weather.
The League 1st XI are fourth with some good results, despite
not always having their best side available. The Saturday 2nd XI
are second in their division and are in the quarter-finals of a
cup competition.
Sammy Evans sent the following report: Great start to the
season for the 2nd team. Played 5, won 3, lost 1 with 1 no

SPORTS NEWS

result. Also a fortunate cup run means that we face local
rivals, Chadlington II's in the quarter final. The recent
formidable form of the top order batsmen means that we
have only actually lost 18 wickets for 559 runs scored in 5
games. With our opening batsmen averaging 134 runs
between them and some fine bowling options, the team is
currently in prime position to not only fuel the 1st XI but to
push on for promotion ourselves. Players are convinced our
recent run of form is due to the selection of sweets that is
provided by Mrs Green!

Individual Performances to date: 
50 runs or more
M Tompkins 66 not out
K Duester 54 not out
S Evans 50
B Tew 50

Home Fixtures Saturdays 
July 6th 13th 20th 27th;  Aug 3rd 10th 17th 31st.

Graham Beacham

Sport in brief
Motor racing: Alice Powell continues to top the F3 Cup
standings. Alice won the second race of the latest weekend to
lead her nearest rival by 17 points.

Cricket: Sorry to hear the setback to Jack Taylor's cricket
career. Jack, a former Town Sports Award Winner, made the
newspapers after being suspended from bowling due to his
bowling action. We hope to see Jack back bowling soon once he
has remedied his action. Nice to see him top score with 61 runs
for Gloucestershire 2nd XI recently, playing only as a batsman.

5 wickets or more
S Baxter 6-20
A Tompkins 5-15
J McGeown 5-31
K Duester 5-36
D Warner-Carter 5-43
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Holy Trinity Primary
New appointments: The Governors are delighted to
appoint Mrs Lorna Buchanan as our substantive head teacher
and Mr Stuart Adams as Deputy Head. They begin their new
roles in September and we are all looking forward to working
with them in the new academic year. 

Gig-Arts: Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 took part in a
community project called Gig-Arts run by a charity which
promotes community links. The children produced banners
using their handprints which have been given to local venues
including the library, Holy Trinity church and the hospital. Gig-
Arts Co-ordinator, Abbie Cooke spent time in school leading
a day filled with music, drama and art activities, culminating in
a performance to members of the Parish and parents.

Hats for Headway: Last month John Sargeant led an
assembly in school about the importance of wearing
protective head gear when cycling. On 24 May the children
paid £1 to come to school wearing something funny on their
heads. £135 was raised and donated to the Headway charity
which helps young children who have suffered head injuries.

School trips: Our Year 4 class have visited Chipping Norton
Museum and Pool Meadow as part of their local studies and
work on habitats. Our youngest children headed off to The
Cotswold Farm Park to support their topic on animals. Back
in school they have been incubating chicks, watching tadpoles
develop from frogspawn into froglets and caterpillars changing
into butterflies. 

The Year 1 children marked their final visit of the year to

Forest School by spending the whole day in the woods and
had a cook-out for lunch. They followed sawdust trails around
the woods which took these intrepid explorers river walking,
pond dipping and nest spotting. 

May Procession: May is the month of Mary and our annual
May Procession was held on 23 May at Holy Trinity Church.
Each class contributed a prayer,
poem, psalm or song about Mary and
her statue was surrounded by
bouquets of flowers made and
presented by the children. 

First Holy Communion: On 9
June the Year 3 children pictured
here celebrated their First Holy
Communion. The KS2 Choir sang
during the service and a party was
held in their class on the following
Tuesday in order to mark this
important next step in their lives. 

Sporting success:
Our Year 5 and 6
cricket teams took
part in the Chipping
Norton Partnership
of Schools Cricket
Championships at
Great Tew and our
A team won all of
their matches and
received a cup. They
now go through to
play in the County

Finals later this month. Our Year 4 golf team also qualified for
The Oxfordshire Youth Games to be held in July by winning
The Partnership Golf Competition. 

Summer Barbecue/Disco: This annual event was
organised by the PTA. Lots of fun was had by all and we raised
an amazing £883 to boost our school funds! A huge thank you
to all involved in making this such a successful and enjoyable
evening. 

Music news: Year 6 pupil, Jacy Taylor was awarded tickets to
The Cornbury Music Festival for her outstanding
contribution towards music. Jacy is a talented piano and
recorder player and she has also sung in the school choir on
many occasions. Many of the KS2 choir will be singing at
Dorchester Abbey on 18 June and have been learning a
selection of lovely pieces.

Father’s Day assembly: Parents and carers of the children
in Year 2 were invited to a special assembly which the children
had planned themselves. This proved to be a very moving yet
humorous celebration of the children’s perceptions of their
loved ones’ unique qualities! 

St Mary’s Primary
Egyptian Day: Charlie Fisher reports Year 3/4 have been
learning about Ancient Egypt and we had an Egyptian Day to
celebrate the end of the topic. Some of us also brought in an
Egyptian packed lunch! Cerys Harvey (dressed as Cleopatra),
brought in a honey sandwich because she found out that
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Ancient Egyptians sweetened their food with honey. Joshua
Beasant (dressed as Anubis, God of mummification), brought

pitta bread with beef in it, grapes and milk to drink. He
brought beef and not ham, because Ancient Egyptians didn't
eat pork as they thought it carried leprosy. Charlie Weaver
(dressed as Howard Carter), brought yoghurt, egg sandwich,
cucumber, grapes, breadsticks and Ribena to represent wine.

Disco: The Friends summer school disco gave the children a
chance to show off their dance moves and have fun with their
friends. A big thank you to all the parents who helped out on
the night and to Rory Oliver-Hall for doing the disco for
free!!!! We raised £292 and hope to hold another in the New
Year!
Yr 5 Rugby: Hannah Burman reports On 22 May, Year 5 took

part in the tag
rugby festival
at Chipping
Norton Rugby
Club. We
played four
matches and
won all four
and we were
very excited

to receive the cup for our School. Three of us received Special
Achievement medals and everyone got a certificate of
participation. 

Tropical fruit tasting: Tia Hall Year 5 reports Year 5 & 6 had
a tropical fruit tasting session. The pomegranates went down
a real treat for many of us. Martha was heard saying that she
liked the pomegranates because of all the nice flavours. Maisie
enjoyed the physalis; ‘It filled your mouth with a strange sharp
lemony taste, you either loved it or hated it.’ 

Cotswold Wildlife Park: Years 5 and 6 visited The
Cotswold Wildlife Park as part of our topic on The Rainforest.
A park keeper showed us animals, birds and plants which can
be found in the tropical rainforest. We loved seeing the sleepy
sloth and some of us even saw it moving, very slowly, from
one part of the tropical house to another! The fruit bats
weren't quite so popular! 

Engineering Club: In Term 6, an eager group of Year 5
children met for a taster session of a club that will be running
at St Mary's from September. The Imagineering Club Scheme
is an educational charity whose aim is to enthuse and inspire
children to become interested in working models and
ultimately to gain an interest in a career in engineering. 

Tri Golf Festival: All ten
children who took part in
this Festival had a fantastic
time and were delighted
to be the Runners Up.
They are now looking
forward to the next round
of the competition which
takes place in July.

Poetry Competition: Nicole Jennings reports In December
we took part in the Chalbury dentist poem competition. We
had to write a poem about going to the dentist or having our
teeth brushed. Sian Dunbar and Matilda Cliffton in Years 5/6
both won and received a £15 book voucher each. 

Competition Winner: Jack
Willoughby reports I entered a
competition in the Primary Times
magazine to win tickets to The
Wychwood Festival in Cheltenham
and I was amazed when they arrived
in the post! We had an awesome
weekend, watching bands and joining
in with workshops such as African
drumming and ukulele playing, The
Roald Dahl Museum was also there,
with storytelling which was hilarious!

Kingham Primary 
Year 6 kicked off the new term with a residential visit to
Yenworthy in Devon; they enjoyed a variety of activities
including surfing, coasteering, rock pooling and midnight feasts
of course! Year 4 have been learning about the human body
and have a visit planned to the NHS in Oxford where they will
find out about the biggest developments in medical science.
Year 2 have been busy building a pond so that they and the
rest of the school can study local wildlife and provide a much
needed home for frogs, newts and dragonflies. All the classes
took part in skipping workshops where they learnt to skip
forwards, backwards and do some amazing tricks such as
wrapping and cross over. Year 4 were so good that they got to
try double dutch skipping where they have to jump two ropes

Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE

Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain

and throughout Europe.
Experienced and helpful staff. Specialist to the antique trade.

Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600
www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk

“Moving people with care”

SCHOOL NEWS



23

that are rotating in
opposite directions
– quite a feat!

This term, we
have welcomed our
new headteacher
Mrs Kempton and
are about to say
goodbye to three
much loved
members of staff;
Mrs Randay; Miss
Stephens and Mrs
Mehrabian. The

children and staff will miss them and wish them the very best
of luck in their new ventures.

We still have much to look forward to including sports
day, weather permitting, the KS2 musical production of
Captain Noah and a rounders tournament. 

Great Rollright Primary
We are busy with rehearsals for two school plays, and with
preparations to say goodbye to Year 6, as they ready
themselves for secondary school. 

In May we held a week-long Maths Festival, with a
different focus each day, and special assemblies to highlight
everyone’s achievements. The children worked so well
together and it was wonderful to see them buzzing with
excitement about maths! 

Ocean class (Years 3 and 4) visited Oxford’s Ashmolean
Museum at the end of June, bringing to life the Egyptian

artefacts they have been learning about in class. Years 5 and 6
explored something a little different on their weekend
residential trip to Llansteffan in Wales: coastal studies, shelter-
building and foraging!

The Friends of Great Rollright Primary School held a
Pop-up Pub for the village, which was a great success, raising
more than £200 and was much appreciated by the locals, who
are hoping for more of the same! 

Finally, the whole school is sad to say goodbye to our
wonderful bus driver, Dice Foakes, who has safely brought
children to school from Chipping Norton and the
surrounding villages for 20 years. She will be very much
missed by staff, parents and children, but we all wish her the
very best in her retirement. 

Chadlington School
Film Festival: All the children have been busy making films
within their year group. The final results are being shown to
parents and the general public at Chipping Norton Theatre on
3 & 4 July. The school have even hired a limousine to film all
the ‘actors and actresses’ dressed in their finest and being
snapped by parents to create a real Oscars feel to the whole
event!

Beer Festival: We were blessed with fine weather and the
school choir entertained the crowds with a set of five songs
including ‘Summer Holiday’. We raised a bumper amount
which will be used to further boost the school's ICT
equipment. The Chair of the Friends will also receive a cheque
this month for all the fundraising that Sainsbury's has assisted
us with over the past year as our Local Fundraising Partner.
Huge thanks to them.

School Trips: The Wizards and Dragons are looking forward
to a trip to Cadbury World whilst this year's Year 6 will be
doing the annual PGL trip for all leavers.

Sports: The school has recently taken part in various local
tournaments and have done really well, coming 2nd in U10s
Rugby and 3rd in U11s Cricket. This year's Sports Day will be
held in September again as we have found there seems to be
less chance of rain-induced cancellation....

Raised beds: This year we have been busy planting 250
sunflowers in the raised beds outside the front of the school
and we will look forward to seeing the results when we come
back in September!

End of Year Service & Barbeque: The end of year service
will be held the last week of term for all the Year 6 leavers
who will contribute their own thoughts and feelings about
their time at Chadlington School. We will be very sad to see

SCHOOL NEWS
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Athletics: A group of children
represented Windrush Valley
School at the North London ISA
Athletics Championships at
Bedford International Stadium. All
the children competed well in both
track and field events, with Lorimer
Kay (pictured) winning his 150m
sprint, taking him to the ISA
National Athletics Finals at
Birmingham International Stadium
on 17 June. 

May Dancing: We didn’t let the
miserable weather dampen our
spirits for our annual May Dancing
event. To be on the safe side, we
entertained parents, family and
friends inside New Beaconsfield Hall.
Well done to all the children,
especially those performing in the
Junior School Band for the first time,
and our Nursery dancers, who have
not performed in public before! 

Sibford School
New course to help students improve GCSEs: A new
one-year intermediate course designed to help students
improve their qualifications before attempting A-Levels has
been launched at Sibford School. The course is intended to

them go but wish them all the very best at Senior School. This
will be rounded off by the annual end of year barbecue in the
playground which will include for the first time this year a mini
Oscar Ceremony!

Acorns Primary 
The Gardening Club are
pleased to announce
that the fire pit recently
installed in the school
orchard is now built and
being used! Members lit
their first fire at a
lunchtime in May, under
the watchful eyes of Mrs
Hicks and Mrs Thomas.
Nursery, Reception and
Class 1 have cooked

some pancakes. With the Year 6 camp-out coming up at the
end of the school year it will certainly be put to good use. Ms
O’Sullivan is planning to fire some clay pots made by the
children too!

On 6 June, a Stour
Federation team of
Acorns Primary and
Shipston Primary pupils
took part in the 2013
Warwickshire Netball
Tournament. The team
was drawn against 3
different schools, each
game lasting 20
minutes. In total, the
Stour team scored 45
goals and conceded only 3, making them the division 2
champions for 2013. Well done to everyone who took part. 

Kingfishers playgroup
Kingfishers Playgroup based in Kingham is a pre-school for
ages 2 and a half onwards and has recently been rated
Outstanding by Ofsted. Since half term, we have started
Forest School and the children have been enjoying exploring
the woods. We have also had a visit from a Community Police
Officer and our regular visits from Saltbox music which the
children thoroughly enjoy. Preparations are under way for end
of term activities with sports day, a teddy bears’ picnic and
graduation ceremony for a school starters all planned. We
wish all the children who are leaving Kingfishers this summer
good luck in their new schools! 

Windrush Valley School
Trip to Warwick Castle: Form 1 enjoyed a great day out at
Warwick Castle. We learnt how 5-7 year old children would
have had to help in battle, and where a lot of our sayings today
have come from such as ‘keep it under your hat’ which is what
bowmen used to say to each other about the spare twine for
their bows.We visited the Princess in her tower and all went
to bed that night hoping to find out if we were all royal
princess and princesses! The birds of prey display was
fascinating with many birds skimming the tops of our heads,
WOW! 

K J Millard Ltd

for a
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help those who need to improve English and Maths and at the
same time enable them to gain additional qualifications in
subjects such as catering, business and ICT. It is hoped that
students would then be able to start their A Level courses at
age 17. Anyone interested in enrolling on this course should
contact Sibford School on 01295 781200. 

Sibford pupils set new world record: 48 pupils from
Sibford School helped to set a new record for the world’s
largest memory game. Participants at 40 venues across the
UK and one in Bahrain simultaneously played a 10-minute
memory game. The game, organised by the Society of Biology
as the climax to Biology Week, was also played live on BBC
Radio 1. It took place last October but it was only this week
that Guinness confirmed it as a world record. 

Summer Holiday Activity Club: Sibford School’s ‘Fun in
the Country’ activity club will be running during the summer
holidays from July 22 -August 23 (weekdays only). For further
details or to obtain a booking form please contact Elspeth
Gregory on 01295 781203. 

Chipping Norton School
Cricket Festival: Mrs Phillips welcomed U11 Chipping

Norton Partnership School Cricket teams to the Great Tew
Ground and set everyone off with their first matches on a
breezy but thankfully dry afternoon on Wednesday 5 June.
Chipping Norton School Year 10 Sports Leaders were umpires
and score-keepers, and they worked very hard indeed. At the
end of a very busy afternoon the cups and medals were
presented to the winners. The overall winner for Big Schools
was Holy Trinity and for Small Schools was Great Tew. 

Thank you to everyone who took part, especially the Year
10 Sports Leaders for being fantastic ambassadors for
Chipping Norton School and working so hard. A special thank
you to Great Tew Cricket Club, and in particular Gordon
Taylor who allow us to play on the Great Tew pitch and
generously give up time to support the festival, therefore
making sure this event continues to be the success it always
is. Thank you and we look forward to next year.

Extra Time: School clubs and activities are well attended
and highly valued at Chipping Norton School with over 100
clubs available each week to students at lunchtime and after

school. We look forward to welcoming our new year 7
students in September and hope that they will sign up and try
different club and activities. The new club and Extra Time
programme will be out in July. Please see Chipping Norton
School website for details. If your child would like to attend a
club, please sign up and send the forms to Sharon Hannis at
Chipping Norton School. Phone: 649416 or email
shannis@chipping-norton.oxon.sch.uk.

Family Focus: This successful family learning event ran from
20 May to 4 June and was as popular as ever, with over 230
people signing up and coming along to a variety of workshops
including Tennis, Tri- Golf, ICT Animation, First Aid, Modern
Foreign Languages Café, Pop Art and Trampoline Taster. 

Thank you so much to St John First Aid, Chipping Norton
Golf Club, Hook Norton Tennis Club and the teachers at
Chipping Norton School who all give their time up to run the
workshops, and of course the families who attend. We are
currently planning ahead for our autumn Family Focus and
look forward to another successful year. 

Sporting success: The School’s success in West
Oxfordshire and County competitions continues. Most
notably 65 of our Year 7 to 10 students won the annual Wossp
athletics competition at Tilsley Park in Abingdon recently for
a record 4th time in a row. We have also enjoyed success in
the U12 Rugby County competition, both U12 and U14
Rounders competitions and the U15 softball competition. It
has been a fantastic year overall for the School with success
in no less than 10 competitions! 

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to
complement your home
surroundings

Custom made covers
for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:
Sue Hazell 01608 644 877
(30 years experience)

Help with the Chipping Norton News?
Interested in writing articles, editing,

proofreading, desktop publishing, distribution?
Come and join our volunteer team.

Call Jill on 643219 to find out more or come along to
observe a team meeting. (Next is on Monday

29 August – see diary back page).



Greystones tip – road to nowhere
Negotiations orbiting twixt WODC and CNTC (around a
piece of land at Greystones – see article p3 – 5
ed) are heading for a bumpy landing on a road to nowhere.
Unless there is a change of direction, this heralds a bitterly
disappointing end to a project that started with great
optimism and enormous possibility of success. At the helm, in
those halcyon days, were David Harvey, Cabinet Member for
Environment and Trevor Askew, then Head of Environment
and Commercial Services. Trevor Askew has now resigned
from WODC and Councillor Simon Hoare, Cabinet Member
for Finance has taken on the role of spokesperson for
WODC.

I have made both written and verbal representation to
WODC stating that its summation of the Greystones’
dilemma contains inaccuracies regarding CNTC’s financial
proposal, attitude and behaviour. Disappointingly, my written
comments were not circulated and my verbal protestations
met with utter contempt. In my opinion, a recycling centre at
Greystones would provide a necessary and justifiable service
to local residents. I feel, therefore, that CNTC should make
personal representation to District Councillors.

Annie Roy-Barker – Town and District Councillor

A Plea from Romania
I am looking for a person named Rosemary Berry who lived
in Chipping Norton and worked in Romania and Eastern
Europe in the 1990s. She taught English in my home town of
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Satu Mare and was a good friend of my family. We have lost
contact with her. I know she worked as a consultant to
Eastern Europe in the 1990s and has two children. She was in
her 40s when she was in Romania.

Calina Tataru 
(If you’re Rosemary, or know her, and would like to get in touch with
Calina, let us know and we’ll pass your details – ed)

Takeaway in Horsefair?

I would really appreciate if attention could be drawn to the
new planning application made by Mr Tuncel for 21 Horsefair
to change from a domestic dwelling to A hot food take away.
(see article page 9) Last time he applied for this he was refused
but only due to the size of the chimney that would have had
a detrimental impact on the ‘look’ of a conservation area. If
people are not aware of this re-application and the strong
possibility of a kebab shop opening in a mainly residential area
then they won't be writing and objecting, and there is a real
chance he could get permission and this would be just awful
for the local residents and Chipping Norton town. I would
appreciate if this information could be shared. Thank you for
your help with this.

Local resident (name and address supplied)

British Legion website
Next year sees the 100 year anniversary of the beginning of
World War One in 1914 and 70 years since the Normandy
Landings in 1944. l have began to update the branch website
pages on the fallen from both World Wars. The Chipping
Norton Museum has very kindly given me access to their
Book of Remembrance which has allowed me to expand the
site to include photos and more information about the men
of the Town who died in the service of their Country. It
includes a number of men not featured on the Town’s war
memorials. I hope to have the pages completed by the end of
the year and they can be found on:
www.chippingnortonbritishlegion.com. If anyone has stories
or pictures of servicemen or women or any other wartime
memories they would like included on the site please let me
know on 01295 780558, e-mail stevekingsford@gmail.com. I
would like to thank The Chipping Norton Museum for their
help and urge everyone to visit this treasure trove of the
Town’s history.

Chipping Norton’s Royal British Legion is an active
branch with a programme of social events, trips out and guest
speakers as well as the annual poppy appeal and
Remembrance Day parade. If you are interested in joining us
please contact our secretary Mike Dixon on 643755 e-mail
dixon.1michael@sky.com. You do not have to be an ex-
serviceman – just support the aims of the Legion.

Steve Kingsford

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
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Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but reminds
writers that name and address must be supplied and that the opinions
expressed on this page are not necessarily those of the Team.
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From the mayor – volunteers needed
Following my comments at Mayor-making we need some help
from volunteers!
Summer: we want to make a start to painting the railings in
Chippy to smarten up the centre. The railings along the top of
Middle Row, in front of The Theatre and if possible along
Market Street and Topside need to be first washed down and
then given a coat of paint. There are other railings which also
need painting but let’s concentrate on the worst first. I have
the use of a mobile pressure washer and a few people have
already volunteered but I need more – anyone interested in
helping please contact me as below.

Winter: it is only six months before we might get snow again!
We also expect to have the quad bikes back on station next
winter – I need some more drivers – be warned whilst it is
quite good fun you also get cold and wet if it is snowing.... The
parameters are prospective drivers need to be over 30 yrs
old with a clean driver’s licence (for insurance) and we will
have to put you through some quad bike training in the late
autumn. And on the subject of winter if there are roads in dire
need of a grit bin please tell the Town Clerk as soon as

possible – we can't promise to provide them everywhere as
we do have a limited budget – we need to get our order in by
early September.

My contact details are: mobile 07774 758550 / home
01608 643028 email mtysoe50@me.com Many thanks 

Cllr Mike Tysoe – Mayor

North Cotswolds Cancer Research UK
We were delighted with the response to our recent Musical
Miscellany held in the Town Hall. Our thanks go to the
enthusiatic performers and audience who filled the hall
enabling us to raise over £1200. Acts included singing groups
from Little Tew and the Wychwoods, Launton Handbell
ringers, Chipping Norton and District Line Dancers, Glyme
Recorder Ensemble, Chipping Norton Folk Clubs, Witney
Arts youth, and CHAOS. Special thanks are due to our
impressario Ronald Speirs for arranging the successful show
which as well as raising funds gave much pleasure to audience
and performers alike.

Although CRUK is a well known charity raising funds for
much needed research we are a young group in the area and
I am pleased to say we raise over £5000 per year from our
various efforts. Volunteers are always needed to help at events
– if you’d like to help please call me on 01608 645134. 

Graham Raven

Lillian Legge
Arthur and family would like to thank all family and friends
who attended Lillian’s funeral and for the many cards,
messages of sympathy, donations for the Alzheimer’s Society
and support received at this sad time. Special thanks to Chris
Sole for the funeral arrangements, Reverend Jan Fielden for
the lovely service, Vicky Hubbard for the lovely -flowers,
Louise and John at the Fox Hotel for doing the wake.

The Legge Family

Photo: Serena Andrews
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250 years – the ‘Aspirin Man’

First clinical trial
Local historians might not have marked 2 June as a key
anniversary but it was 250 years to the day that a learned
paper by Reverend
Edward Stone of
Chipping Norton (a
fellow at Wadham
College, Oxford) was
read out to the Royal
Society. Stone’s letter
to the President, the
second Earl of
Macclesfield, said
‘Among the many useful
discoveries which this
age has made, there are
very few which better
deserve the attention
of the public than what
I am going to lay before
your Lordship.’ He was
describing the results of
the first clinical trial recorded in medical history and his
report on the beneficial results of willow bark in the
treatment of sufferers from malaria was a confirmation of
what had been believed for two thousand years. The Greek
physician Hippocrates around 400 BC advocated the use of
what we would nowadays call herbal medicine and
recommended that his patients chewed willow bark to
reduce fever and inflammation.

And so to aspirin
Willow bark contains salicylic acid, a chemical used as a result
of Reverend Stone's trials to develop acetylsalicylic acid which

was, in turn, used by scientists at Bayer at the end of the
nineteenth century, to develop aspirin. Aspirin – the ‘a’ is from
acetyl, ‘spir’ from the spirea plant (a more prolific provider of
salicylic acid than willow) – is the most widely used drug
worldwide – nearly 100 billion tablets are taken each year.
Headache, toothache, cold and flu symptoms, muscular aches
and pains – aspirin is used to treat them all by causing the
body to produce fewer prostaglandins, chemicals which cause
pain. More recently, through research by scientists including
Professor Peter Rothwell at Oxford University, aspirin has
been proved to help prevent strokes and cancer.

Remembering Stone
A blue plaque to Stone,
organised by the
Chipping Norton
Society ten years ago,
can be seen in West
Street (by Hitchman’s
Mews) and a willow
tree and plaque are
along Churchill Road
past Edward Stone
Rise. Much historical
research behind
Stone’s work was done
in recent years by Revd

Ralph Mann, former head of history at Chipping Norton
School. In 1974, Mann notably led a science project at the
school getting fourth-formers to follow Stone’s bark-stripping
and powder-making directions and unsuspectingly feeding it
to parents on speech day. In 2003, Ralph Mann published a
booklet ‘Edward Stone and the Discovery of Aspirin’, a
comprehensive account of Stone’s life, family, work and
achievements. It can be seen in Chipping Norton Museum.

July (News out Monday 1st July - NB no August edition)
2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p 15
3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall DR Thorpe - Writing Biography

NOOG visit Worton Organic Gardens 7pm see p18
6th Oxford Gospel Choir 17pm St Mary’s Church - see p9
7th Civic Service 10.45 St Mary’s Church see p2

Ramblers 10.30 long walk with picnic lunch see p16
8th TCN film Do the Math 8pm The Chequers - see p14

Folk Club 8pm The Blue Boar - see p18
10th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Circuit Funds

CNWI 7.15pm Lower Town Hall see p17
11th Amnesty meeting 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p17
12th Cotswold Comedy Club at the Lido 8pm see p7
13th Allotment Fun Day 11-3 Burford Rd Allotments - see

advert in Summer Supplement
Summer Soirée Town Hall 7.30 Music buffet etc. Tickets
from Jaffé & Neale for Bridewell Organic Gdns + Refugees

15th Astronomy Group meeting 7.30 The Fox see p16
16th Lincoln (12A) in Churchill 7.30 - see p6
17th WOWI 7.30pm Parish Rooms see p16

20th CN Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30
St Marys Church Fete 2-6pm see p6

29th Chipping Norton News Team Meeting 7.30 The
Chequers Barn - call 643219 for more info

August 
4th Beatles Day at the Rugby Club for LHNT - see p9
6th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p15
7th NOOG visit Chastleton House gardens 7pm see p18
9th Les Miserables (12A) in Churchill 7.30 - see p6
14th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist

Homes
17th CN Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30
31st Amnesty Street Collection (Chipping Norton) &

Book Sale (Burford) see p17
Salford Fete & Fun Dog Show noon start - see p8 

September
1st Ramblers 2pm New Street car park - details 641222
3rd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p 15
8th Bourton House Open Gardens in aid of The Theatre

Chipping Norton - see advert in Summer Supplement

June saw a significant anniversary in the history of the Town – a famous letter to the Royal Society

Above: Local historian Ralph Mann
pictured with the Lord Lieutenant at
the unveiling of Stone’s Blue Plaque.

Right: Revd Mann and pupils
following in Stones’s footsteps in

1974


