
A storm broke out in October as Oxfordshire County Council revealed possible
plans to close 37 out of 44 Children’s Centres – including many services at Chipping
Norton’s highly rated ACE Centre. 
Governors, staff and parents were
appalled at the news – part of proposals
to save another £61m in the County
budget triggered by more cuts from
central government. ACE Chair of
Governors Georgia Mazower said it
would be a catastrophe for the County
with more children in crisis. A campaign
and petition has been launched.
Public hit back
County leader Ian Hudspeth and his
Cabinet faced stong reactions in the first
public meeting on the cuts in a packed
Banbury Town Hall in October with many
Chippy people there. He asked for ideas
on saving money but questioners
demanded he protest to George Osborne,
and a show of hands saw massive support
for a Council Tax rise above 2%.
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More services at risk
Chippy could also see cuts in five of its
local bus routes and other County
services such as libraries and elderly care.
On all of this, Chipping Norton’s County
Councillor Hilary Biles, herself a member
of the Cabinet that has to decide the
cuts, told the News, 'Nothing has been
decided as yet’, and ‘This will not be easy’
but ‘I will defend our facilities as I always
do’. See full articles on pages 3 and 10.

Next month sees the centenary of the
Bliss Mill strike, a key event in the
history of local workers’ rights, and one
which affected many local families. Full
feature on page 17.



Joe Johnson
Conservative
Local Businessman Joe Johnson has been
selected to stand as the Conservative Party
Candidate in the West Oxfordshire District
Council by-election in Chipping Norton Ward
to be held on Thursday 7 November. Born in
Chipping Norton, Joe went to primary and
senior schools in the Town. He is married to

Cindy and they have two daughters, Sophie and Celine. As well as
running his business based in the Town Joe takes an active interest in
and supports numerous local organisations and charities such as the
Chipping Norton Lido and as part of the bell-ringing team at St Mary’s
Parish Church. Joe has a lifelong commitment to Chipping Norton and
is asking for residents’ support at this election.
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WODC Election 7 November
Following the death of Chipping Norton’s Labour District Councillor, Rob Evans, a by-election has been called by
West Oxfordshire District Council for Thursday 7 November. Chipping Norton has three District seats, for which
there are elections every four years in rotation. The other two seats are held by Cllrs Annie Roy Barker (who stands
down next May) and Eve Coles. Cllr Evans was elected back in May 2012 with 966 votes to Patrick McHugh’s 644
on a 34% turnout. WODC is responsible for matters such as housing, planning, environment and recycling, leisure
and tourism, business support, licensing, and collecting council tax. The candidates standing are as follows. For
information on voting call 01993 861522 or see www.westoxon.gov.uk

Matt Clayton 
Green
Matt Clayton has been a West
Oxfordshire resident since the
age of five. He is currently
studying English Literature at
Cambridge. Matt said: ‘I joined
the Green Party because it’s the
only party I’ve seen rejecting the

political ideas that have been the most damaging to our
society, democracy and environment in the past
decade’.

Andrew Crick
Liberal Democrat
Andy is a researcher into social
care who is active in the local
community. He is married with
two children who attend local
state schools. He has served as a
Parish Councillor and helped to
run a successful community

shop. He sells poppies for the Royal British Legion and
helps deliver his local church newsletter. Andy was a
Parliamentary candidate in Oxfordshire in 2010. ‘I
want to work for local development for Chipping
Norton, including the further dualling of the Cotswold
Line, a more regular train service and the return of a
local recycling site for our area – policies which Lib
Dems have successfully championed locally. West
Oxfordshire also badly needs more scrutiny of the
Conservative administration in Witney.’

Geoff Saul
Labour & Cooperative
Geoff lives and works in the heart of Chipping
Norton running a law firm providing services
to the local community. Geoff acts for many
people struggling to get a foot on the local
housing ladder and believes that Chipping
Norton must remain a thriving market town
with local affordable housing, jobs and

recreational facilities. During May’s County Council election and this
by-election Geoff has met many of you on the doorstep, hearing many
concerns such as the need for a new local tip, a weight limit for heavy
vehicles in town and the protection of local services for children and
young people. If elected, Geoff will continue the good work of Rob
Evans in arguing Chipping Norton’s case on these issues. 

A summary of public feedback – around 24 replies received –
is now available on the website
(www.chippingnortontown.info). A crucial stage of the project
comes next – to produce specific policies and proposals and,
most importantly, to allocate sites in the Town for
development. Steering Group Chair Cllr Chris Butterworth
said this work would take all feedback into account. The team
have also had training and advice from Planning Aid, an
offshoot of the Royal Town Planning Institute, which is funded
nationally to help local projects. Cllr Butterworth says that
Planning Aid’s advice is not to submit Chipping Norton’s
proposals until West Oxfordshire have published their own
Local Plan (which has been under discussion for the last two
years). West Oxfordshire, in turn, say that they have to await

the outcome of a Strategic Housing Market Assessment
(SHMA) to ‘provide robust evidence of the level of housing
need across Oxfordshire’. 

Apparently other neighbourhood planning projects are
going ahead with their proposals despite incomplete Local
Plans. All this is creating a climate of uncertainty in many
places, with the drive for Localism (ie ‘we decide locally how
many houses we want and where’) being overruled by top-
down impositions to meet ‘housing supply targets’. This has
already been the case in Bloxham and Hook Norton where
controversial housing proposals have been approved and
similar actions could affect Chippy soon (see current stories
on possible housing – 160 at Churchill Road, 130 at
Walterbush Road, 50 or more at Penhurst).

Neighbourhood Plan Update
Chipping Norton Norton’s Neighbourhood Planning project saw progress over the summer with

the initial report called ‘Chipping Norton: Looking Back, Stepping Forward’. 
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ACE Centre faces axe

Governors, parents and staff at Chipping Norton’s highly
rated ACE Children’s Centre have reacted with shock and
anger at news that that the centre could be one of 37 out of
44 in the County to close if latest proposals to save another
£61m of the County’s budget are accepted. Ian Hudspeth, the
Conservative County Leader, told an angry and packed
Banbury Town Hall on 13 October, several times that ‘no
decisions have been made’ but that ‘cuts had to come from
somewhere’ across the County’s services and he wanted to
‘hear ideas from the public’.

Proposals provoke a storm
The uproar was largely created by a full presentation made to
Council staff the previous week by Jim Leivers, Director of
Children’s Services, which revealed how he proposed to save
a ‘required’ £22.5m by 2016, including closing most of the
centres – leaving none at all in West Oxfordshire. ACE Chair

of Governors Georgia Mazower, who spoke out angrily at the
public meeting, told the News ‘It’s entirely disingenuous of the
Council to say that this is ‘just a proposal’ as if there were
other options being presented. Jim Leivers presented two
contrasting maps: one, with current provision (44 centres),
and the second, showing the seven centres left after the cuts
– there’s not much room for misunderstanding.’ She said
there had been review discussions since July, with different
ideas, but with numerous assurances that the service would
be safeguarded. But ‘at no point was it even mooted that there
would be this widespread wiping out of the children’s
centres’.

‘Catastrophe’ for children & County
Chipping Norton’s ACE Centre has been rated ‘Outstanding’
in every inspection since 2000, and in the last year was

selected as one of 16 in the country to become an Early Years
Teaching Centre, a project funded by the Department of
Education. The Centre acts as a hub for the Town and the
surrounding villages. Georgia said, ‘Success comes from having
no stigma attached to attending one. People aren’t ‘referred’
to them – it’s open to everyone, where families build up
strong relationships with trusted staff. It’s a one-stop shop for
support and care for children, providing a huge range of
services for children aged 0-5, their parents and carers’. In fact
the Nursery School should be safe – it’s not part of this
budget. The Council also say they will ‘meet statutory
requirements’ for other services but Georgia said this will not
catch problems early. She predicted with closure there would
be more children in crisis within two years, ‘hugely costly and
catastrophic for the reputation of the County’. An emergency
meeting on 17 October in Chipping Norton saw 60 people
kicking off a campaign: young and old, and past and current

users; cross-political party support. A petition, rallies and
letters to Ian Hudspeth, Council Leader, are planned.
December is a key deadline. Georgia says ‘we have to
campaign hard. We have to believe that the councillors will
listen’. See www.savetheacecentre.co.uk.

Finding another way
Leader Ian Hudspeth has said the new round of County cuts
seems to be an inevitable consequence of a further central
government squeeze on County settlements – with, along
with it a 2% limit on any Council Tax rise. At the Banbury
meeting, attended by many from Chippy, there was a strong
challenge from the packed hall. Mr Hudspeth was asked to
reveal exactly what ‘representation’ he had made to
Chancellor George Osborne. Other suggestions were to stop
the Broadband project, reduce managers’ high salaries, and
sell off surplus County property faster (in Chipping Norton
the Chestnuts building has been empty for around 15 years).
He was told the County needed to look to its core values.
Finally, an overwhelming show of hands was in favour of
putting Council Tax up more than 2%, which would need to
be agreed by a referendum.

Political tightrope
Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet, which includes
Chipping Norton’s County Councillor Hilary Biles, has a
difficult collective task – to reduce services somewhere or
increase revenue and taxes if voters want it. As was pointed
out at the Banbury Town Hall meeting, in her eve-of-election
leaflet only last May, Cllr Biles had the headline. ‘Let’s get it
right!! The ACE Centre is one of the County Council’s top
Children Centres! Funding Is Not At Risk!’. She told the News

Packed public meeting in Banbury Town Hall

Save the ACE Centre campaigners at October’s Farmers’
Market
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‘what we did not expect was to have to cut a further 10%.
Believe me, I will be campaigning myself and have already
started. I certainly would not like to see the ACE Centre
close. It is one of our best. It goes without saying that as your
County Councillor I will defend all our facilities in Chipping
Norton as I always do’.

Foodies in town

Food write Nigel Slater and local farmer and TV celebrity
Adam Henson were in town at Chipping Norton’s Farmers’
Market in October, filming for a new country show on BBC1
to be shown in November. Their stall was in full swing selling
in support of Children in Need, with an array of cameras
filming. PM David Cameron passed by and bought some
bacon, while our News reporter ate some free crackling
handed round by Sarah Righton who helps run Old Farm and
its shop near Moreton in Marsh. Nigel and Adam have set up
a kitchen there.

Penhurst update
What news of the sale of Penhurst? An informal planning brief
was agreed with West Oxfordshire planners in August and the
agents for Action for Children are now considering the
shortlisted submissions from potential purchasers. Anthony
Horton of dpa2 told the News that the submissions were
predominantly residential, in the widest sense, including
specialist housing and care homes. The proposals were being
carefully evaluated and any proposal ‘over egging’ the number
of houses would be discarded. Meanwhile local people who
had successfully negotiated a stay of execution for the
chestnut tree at the entrance to the site have had to accept
the fact that the tree has been shown to be too diseased and
has to be felled for safety reasons. A London Plain will be
planted in its place.

Town Council Grants
Chipping Norton Town Council has awarded £12375 in grants
to local charities and voluntary bodies for 2013/14. They
include £2500 each to the Theatre, Lido and Museum and
£1000 to the CN Swifts. The Green Gym were to be offered
£750 with a request to do some weeding in the Town and the
Lions were given £925 towards the new defibrillator. Smaller
awards went to CAB, Music Festival, Rainbows, Chippy Jazz,
Town Festival, Silver Band and Volunteer Link Up.

130 houses at Walterbush Rd
Hot on the heels of the planning application for 60 homes off
Churchill Road a new proposal is likely involving 130 houses
– with up to 50% affordable – off Walterbush Road. On 17
October the land owner held an exhibition in the Town Hall
inviting comments on the development, accessed from
Cotswold Crescent and also possibly from Walterbush Road
via the football club site. The plan could include improvements
to football club facilities (see article back page), new public
open spaces and improvements to play areas, as well as new
woodland to screen views of existing development from
Burford Road. A firm undertaking is also given to resurface
Walterbush Road. Like Churchill Road, this site is also within
the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, but it received a
favourable analysis by West Oxfordshire Planners in their
early work on the Local Plan as they felt development here
could improve the urban edge. But they were only considering
about 50 houses, not the 130 currently proposed. What the
Neighbourhood Plan will say remains to be seen, but it looks
as if a planning application (expected early in 2014) on this
site could have to be decided before this is known.

Helping Bangladeshi victims
Chipping Norton’s Café
Le Raj restaurant raised
around £2,000 recently in
a Charity evening to help
victims of the Rana Plaza
garment factory collapse.
The disaster six months
ago saw at least 1100
people killed and 2,500
injured – many severely
disabled – after a fire at a garment factory. Previously 112
workers died at a fire at the Tazreen factory in Dhaka. These
major disasters highlighted the working conditions in
production centres where many Western High Street
retailers, such as Primark and H&M, source their clothes. The
tragedies have provoked the manufacturers to sign up to a
new Bangladesh Fire and Safety Accord between them and the
local Trade Unions. Mr Mir, who runs Café le Raj, showed the
News team some of the pictures of the injured, photos taken
by his family in Bangladesh who have been involved in helping.
His other restaurant in Henley also raised funds and Mr Mir
asked the News to thank all who had donated money.

New hopes for Recycling 
West Oxfordshire’s grand ambition for a new Recycling
Centre at Greystones was officially halted recently after
months of delay protracted discussions with the Town
Council, and a revised budget saying the business case did not
stack up. Local residents have faced a major 40 mile round trip
to dispose of big items since the County closed Dean Pit. After
a number of councillors ‘called in’ the WODC decision, the
WODC Cabinet have agreed to ‘keep looking a possible
options’ – but it is not clear whether this has any hope of
success. The News understands WODC are talking to the
County about a possible joint venture. They are also looking at
other schemes which might use a commercial partner to sell
on unwanted items that are too good to be recycled. News on
all this may come at the next full District Council meeting.

Local resident Claire Jarvis is interviewed by Adam Henson at
the BBC Children in Need stall at October’s Farmers’ Market
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Next steps for Aldi 

Low-cost supermarket chain Aldi are likely to press ahead
with a full planning proposal for a store next to Chipping
Norton’s Cromwell Park Estate. They say the public
expressed considerable support at their September
exhibition, particularly in favour of more choice and cheaper
offers. The Chippy News’ own informal blog vote shows
around 67% in favour. Aldi say an autumn planning proposal
and approval early in 2014 could see a store there in 2015.
Planning objections are still likely to be about its impact on
the town centre, its ‘out of town centre’ location on what
should be employment (not retail) land, and whether ‘more
retail floor space’ is needed. For comparison, Aldi’s proposed
1,000 sq metre store will be bigger than Sainsbury’s current
650 sq m but less than the future expanded Co-op (increasing
from 766 to 1,700sq m with space for other shops such as
chemist and post office). The plan two years ago for
Sainsbury’s big store was for 9,100 sq m.

ALDI’s ‘value range’ formula?
German chain Aldi are opening 50 new UK stores in 2013
after sales soared 40% to £3.9bn. Its focus on a cheaper
limited own-label range has grabbed market share from the
bigger players. Nielsen say one in three UK households visits
an Aldi at least once a month. The chain has moved to
targeting more ‘middle-class’ customers with stores in more
affluent areas such as Winchester, Knutsford and Worcester.
With ‘cost of living’ now a political issue The Guardian
recently started talking about the ‘Aldi Mum’ (‘a struggling
middle class woman topping up her weekly shops’) being a
specific target of Labour in the next election!

Where are the jobs?
The proposed site – part of the old Highways depot next to
Cromwell Park – was owned by Oxfordshire County Council
and allocated in the WODC 2006 Local Plan for ‘employment’
use. To correct last month’s News report, the site is longer
owned by OCC but was sold in 2008 to nearby local
employer CETA who were planning to expand. According to
OCC (in a Freedom of Information Response in 2010), the
County valued it as ‘employment’ land, but reduced the price
by nearly a quarter ‘as it was intended to be used to provide
employment in Chipping Norton and ensure retention of a
successful business in the Town’. The County’s ‘discount’ was,
from a fund retained from the sale of the old Parker Knoll site
to protect employment use in the Town. OCC’s FOI response

back in 2010 also said that if the site now being discussed was
sold on, a covenant meant the ‘undervalue’ discount (with
interest) would have had to be repaid. 

Since 2008 economic circumstances nationally and locally
have clearly changed and there has been no employment
development on either the Parker Knoll site or the former
Highways depot land under question. Sandie Schofield, a
director of CETA told the News. ‘CETA Insurance Ltd has
been based in Chipping Norton for over 20 years. We are one
of the biggest employers of local people and are firmly
committed to continuing our business here. Sadly the
economic downturn halted our plans to build new offices and
the land has been sitting vacant ever since. A developer has
now approached the Council and CETA and we do hope that
whatever the outcome for any permitted development of the
site it will bring new jobs and opportunities to Chipping
Norton’. What prospects then of jobs? Aldi themselves told

Sainsbury’s Co-op Aldi
Marmite (250g) £2.69 £2.75 £2.49
Bread – med wholemeal £1.35 £1.49 £0.99

(Hovis) (Warburton) (Hovis)
6 free range eggs, large £1.75 £1.76 £1.00
Baked beans (basic own brand)£0.25 £0.35 £0.25

Heinz £0.70 £0.72 not sold
Sugar 1kg (cheapest) £0.99 £0.92 £0.85

Price comparison
Price comparison (between Banbury’s Aldi and Chippy’s two supermarkets) on Monday 30 September 

The Aldi Supermarket in Ruscote Avenue, Banbury

Proposed site of the new store
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the News at their exhibition that the store would have about
30 employees, but admitted that only two to three would be
full-time, with the remainder on 25-hour/week contracts. If
any ‘change of use’ of the land to retail was allowed, then the
site sale value could well be significantly higher than for
‘employment use’. 

Scouts’ mountain to climb
Scouting has
rarely been more
buoyant in the
Town, with
growing numbers
from Beavers
through to the
Scout Network
covering an age
range from 6 to
25. They also have
a strong leader-
ship team
committed to
giving them all
skills for life
through active
membership of this prestigious organisation which is headed
up nationally by the renowned adventurer Bear Grylls. Five
Explorers from Chippy, out of a total of 36 to attend from
Oxfordshire, have been chosen following a gruelling selection
process to attend the World Scouting Jamboree in Japan in
August 2015.

There is a problem, though. The Scout Hut is in a very bad
state of repair, leaving all involved in 6th Chipping Norton
urgently looking for a new home to keep the tremendous
momentum going, as highlighted by the Scouts’ Deputy
District Commissioner Nick Davis at October’s AGM. This
will entail putting up a new building, to cost an estimated
£350,000, just along from the current hut on the Greystones
site. The plans have finally been submitted to WODC with a
decision expected in early December, after which fundraising
will begin in earnest assuming planning permission is granted.
Group Scout Leader Ian Bushrod is confident this amount can

be raised and the sooner the better, to give scouting in
Chipping Norton the home they deserve and also a centre to
benefit the wider community. Chippy News will continue to
report on developments and fundraising progress – and wish
everyone involved the best of luck with the challenging tasks
ahead. Should anyone wish to help with fundraising or offer
inspiring ideas, please contact ian@6thchippyscouts.co.uk

Save the Children tea
There will be an afternoon tea in the Lower Hall, Chipping
Norton Town Hall on Saturday 16 November, from 2.45 until
4.30pm. There will be refreshments, Christmas cards and gifts,
bric-a-brac and a cake stall. Do come along with your family
and friends to take a break and support this worthwhile
cause. All proceeds will go to Save the Children.

Helina Taghavi

ChipLitFest’s new chair
As it moves into its third year,
Chipping Norton’s Literary
Festival has become a registered
charity and has appointed a new
chairman of the board of trustees,
Martin Neild (pictured). Mr Neild
was the chief executive of UK
publisher Hodder & Stoughton,
encompassing Hodder Headline
and John Murray. He was a co-

founder of World Book Night, and is chair of the Book
Marketing Society. He said: ‘The Festival already punches well
above its weight, and we are developing exciting plans for the
future’. Lizzie Pickering, Events Manager for the Helen &
Douglas House children’s hospice, has also joined the board
and will bring a wealth of experience in fundraising, outreach
activities and sponsorship.

Last year Richard Dawkins, Julian Fellowes and Lionel
Shriver were among the authors speaking at the Festival’s
flagship venue, Chipping Norton Theatre. The Festival places a
strong emphasis on making the events a uniquely pleasurable
experience for authors and booklovers, and selling significant
quantities of books, thanks to a partnership with local
bookseller Jaffé & Neale, owned by Booksellers Association
President, Patrick Neale. The Festival was recently given a
£500 community activities grant by West Oxfordshire District
Council and received major support from many local
businesses and individuals. Charitable status as an arts
organisation will allow the festival to apply for wider grants
from public bodies and trusts and encourage others to use
Gift Aid to support the growing festival in the future.

The next Chipping Norton Literary Festival (ChipLitFest)
will be held 24-27 April 2014. Visit www.chiplitfest.com now
to sign up for regular communications. Festival Director Clare
Mackintosh, whose début crime novel was acquired by Sphere
earlier this year, said, ‘We are in the process of booking
authors and I am looking forward to another exciting
programme of events.’

Finstock Rocks
The next ‘Rocking’ event at Finstock Village Hall is Russ Payne
and The Shark Dentists on Saturday 2 November – good time
blues and rock. Then on Saturday 23 November it’s Black Max
And The Pirates, a versatile six-piece band, from Kingham, The

Evenlode Environmental
Environmental solutions for your home
and business
These include renewable energy systems, log
burning stoves and sheep wool insulation
products.
Switch to Ecotricity via our web site and start
changing the way electricity and gas are made.
Visit our on-line ecostore for that present with a
difference.
For further information:
w: www.evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.co.uk
e: evenlodeenvironmental@hotmail.co.uk
t: 07812 406827

Scout Leader Ian Bushrod with the
proposed Scout Hut plans
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Ruling from Chipping Norton and Flynn Davies from Bicester.
What a night of Rock, Ska, Pop and Acoustic. Both events are
bar at 7pm for 8pm start. Tickets £5 each + 50p Booking Fee
= £5.50 from www.wegottickets.com

‘Heaven on earth’ – not c**p
The authors of the latest
edition of a book
purporting to list the
worst towns in Britain
has again managed to
upset lots of people –
including many locals in
Chipping Norton. In Crap
Towns Return (published
10 October), a list
originally compiled 10
years ago was updated by
asking for suggestions

and running an online vote. The authors admit that Chipping
Norton shot up to 3rd place in the top 100 (beaten by London
and Bradford!), simply because of the notoriety nationally of
the so-called ‘louche’ Chipping Norton Set, most of whom, of
course, do not live in the Town. The nomination saw Mayor
Mike Tysoe describe the book as a ‘load of nonsense’. Town
Councillor Tahiril Hasan was irate and was quoted in the
press saying ‘I’m absolutely disgusted with this’. ‘I’ve lived and
run businesses here for a quarter of a century. It’s a wonderful
place. It’s heaven on earth in Chipping Norton. Crime levels
are very low.’ Wild Thyme Restaurant owner Sally Pullen was
quoted saying ‘We moved to Chipping Norton five years ago
and chose this town to start our restaurant. We looked
around a 60-mile radius and we chose Chipping Norton as it
is lovely’. Deputy leader of Oxfordshire County Council,
Rodney Rose, said ‘Load of rubbish. I grew up in Chipping
Norton and went to school there. It’s great’. Finally, Patrick
Neale from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop appeared on BBC’s
Politics show defending the Town’s honour. The new book’s
author, Sam Jordison, would not reveal the precise voting
system – and of course claimed the ‘best’ entries in fact got a
lot of publicity. 

Post Office boosts new business
The success of the Malory Band is proof that Chipping
Norton remains a great place to start a business. The Band is
worn around the waist and is a simple aid to slimming,
reminding you of your commitment to lose weight. Started
only a year ago, the business has just moved into new
premises and the Post Office has really helped cope with
growth. The business was started by Penny Mallory at her
home. In February she was joined by Anna Mavin and a
website was launched in March. A piece in the Daily MailOnline
on 24 April prompted enormous worldwide sales so Penny
and Anna enlisted the help of Chippy's Post Office. ‘We
started a system where we would phone through the number
of orders so that the ladies could have the printed postage
labels ready when we arrived with hundreds of parcels,’ said
Anna. More national press coverage in June led to another
spike in sales so the Post Office supplied sacks for collection
from the house. In August they were able to move the
business into a unit in Churchill. They continue to use
Chippy's Post Office daily. ‘Linda at the Post Office has said

that we have helped make their business profitable as we buy
postage from them on a daily basis,’ said Anna.

Christmas Shopping Day
Chipping Norton’s special Christmas Shopping Day this year
is on Saturday 7 December, 10am – 4.30pm. This year’s event
is all about the celebration of Christmas. There will be a core
of activities which will run throughout the day, including
outside food stalls, the usual fairground rides and extensive
use of the Town Hall for many of our local small businesses
without a shop front. 

You can follow on twitter @ChippyTown Team and
www.facebook.com/ExperienceChippingNorton. Contact:
alison@experiencechippingnorton.com

Christmas Tree volunteers
It’s the time of year for putting up Chipping Norton’s
wonderful Christmas trees and lights. Organiser Pat Lake is
after about 24 people willing to give up a few hours on two
Sundays – the first to dress the trees with lights on Sunday 1
December, meet at 9am at the Town Hall and the other will
be to take them off Sunday 5 January 2014 also starting at
9am. He also needs help on Monday 2 December to take the
trees around the Town to be erected. Start time again 9am.
Pat needs to know the number of volunteers so if you want
to help, contact him on 643458,or the Town Council office
(642341) and let them know what Sundays you would like to
do. As Pat tells us, if we don’t get enough volunteers, then this
much-loved Christmast attraction in the Town will not
happen.

Screen by the Green 
The next movie at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall on
Saturday 16 November at 7.30 will be The Great Gatsby,
directed by Baz Luhrmann, This dazzling film about the 1920s
sumptuous world of Long Island socialite Jay Gatsby
(Leonardo Di Caprio) and his great love Daisy Buchanan
(Carey Mulligan) is an adaptation of the well-known book by
Scott Fitzgerald. The Great Gatsby is full of glittering parties, a
nouveau-riche lifestyle, money, obsession, betrayal and
tragedy. £4.50 pay on the door. More information and to book
ring 659903 or email churchillmovies@btinternet.com.

Thursday 5th December 6pm – 9pm
Friday 6th December from 2pm – 8pm

Saturday 7th December from 10am – 8pm
Sunday 8th December from 1pm – 5pm

All proceeds in aid of 
Chipping Norton and Stow Methodist Circuit

Celebrating 200 years of the Circuit 1813-2013

Christmas Tree Festival
Tea & Coffee

Lunches
Cake & Craft

Stalls
Preserves

METHODIST
CHURCH 

Chipping Norton

Opening
Ceremony

Thurs 5th Dec
6pm

(with Circuit Service at 6pm)
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Localism at risk on PM’s patch?

‘Pickles bulldozes countryside!’ was
just one of many recent headlines in
response to the decision by Secretary
of State Eric Pickles to grant
permission for a total of 375 houses
on unallocated greenfield sites in
Hook Norton and Bloxham. This was against the wishes of
local people and overruled previous decisions of Cherwell
District Council. Pickles and his Inspectors, who had heard
developers’ appeals against refusal of planning permission,
acknowledged that three of the village developments would
cause ‘moderate’ or ‘limited and localised’ harm to the
character and appearance of the countryside. But, at the time
of the Inquiries, Cherwell District Council did not have an up-
to-date Local Plan. This meant that it was unable to
demonstrate that it already had a five-year supply of housing
land. Such is the Government’s eagerness to increase house-
building, this was enough for the Secretary of State to
conclude that permission should be granted. However, both
villages had Neighbourhood Plans in preparation and, within
two weeks of Pickles’ decision, Cherwell’s Executive had
approved its Local Plan ready for inspection.

So, could the same thing happen here? Well, there are
similarities: the West Oxfordshire Local Plan has been delayed
and, in any case, defers to the Chipping Norton
Neighbourhood Plan on housing numbers and sites;
meanwhile the Neighbourhood Plan is some way from
completion (we know that the Town Council supports the
principle of new homes in the Town but has yet to define how
many or where these might be built); recent legal Opinion
indicates that WODC could have difficulty proving they have
a five year housing land supply. And now we are faced with
two planning applications for homes on unallocated greenfield
sites on the edge of town: Sharba Homes have applied for
permission for 60 homes off Churchill Road (ref
13/1223/P/FP) and the latest Archstone Land Ltd idea is for
130 homes off Walterbush Road. 

What makes things different here is that the Churchill
Road site lies within Chipping Norton Conservation Area,
that it would affect the setting of the Grade ll* listed Bliss Mill
and that it lies within the Cotswolds AONB, the later two of
which are designations decided nationally. The Town Council
has already submitted its very strong objections, including on
these grounds. None of the Cherwell sites enjoyed such
designations. The Walterbush Road site is also within the
AONB but has no other policy protection. The Town Council
will be invited to express its view on Walterbush Road when
a full application is made.

Whither Localism? With SE England facing a shortfall of

44,000 homes over the next five years (according to the
Joseph Rowntree Foundation) and the Government
desperate to increase house-building at any cost, it is not
pulling its punches in finding loopholes in local government
policy to give permission for new homes – regardless of local
wishes. It is this disregard for Localism – in the Prime
Minister’s backyard – that recently captured the attention of
the national press. But if West Oxfordshire refuse the Sharba
Homes application, as policy suggests they should, and if
Sharba appeal, will these national protections be strong
enough to dismiss any such appeal? Or will the Government’s
inexorable drive for more homes at any cost see these
protections and Localism pushed aside, not just in the Prime
Minister’s backyard but this time on his very own doorstep?

Low Town Council turnout
It appears that September’s important Chipping Norton Town
Council discussion on major housing development proposals
(including off the Churchill Road) was almost called off
because it lacked a ‘quorum’ of Town Councillors at this main
monthly meeting. Rules require that at least one-third of the
16 councillors must attend. However, at the start of the
September session only five were present and the meeting
nearly had to be called off – but a sixth turned up slightly late
and saved the day. Of the six, only three councillors
contributed to the discussion. Elected Councillors have a duty
to make every effort to attend the monthly meetings, at which
major decisions are taken, and their attendance is minuted
and reported annually at the public town meeting. Mayor Cllr
Mike Tysoe told the News that a number were on holiday and
there was some illness but that he was disappointed with the

Pickles treading on toes in PM’s backyard?
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turnout. He stressed this was unusual. He said in 2012
meetings averaged around 12 councillors and to date in 2013
the average was about 11 out of the 16. Meanwhile one
councillor, Rebecca Herrin, has resigned as she’s moved from
the area, so the Council are likely to co-opt a new person to
bring the number back to 16. (A by-election to replace
Rebecca Herrin could have been called if 10 voters had signed
a petition asking for one, but this did not happen).

New Conservation Area
With controversial housing plans in the news, some key
changes to Chipping Norton Conservation Area boundary
were approved by West Oxfordshire’s Cabinet on 18
September. Modern housing west of Over Norton Road and
east of Albion Street have been excluded. The Leys, part of
Churchill Road, and the Leys Approach area have been
included, along with the Recreation Ground and parts of the
Regulated Pasture adjacent to Worcester Road. The area now
abuts the existing designated area around Bliss Mill to create
one large Conservation Area, covering the pre-20th century
parts of the Town and its setting. Public consultation earlier
saw complete endorsement by the Town Council for the
proposed changes, and support by those affected by the
extensions. Additional areas of open space and the avenue
along Banbury Road have also been included in the extension. 

A comprehensive Appraisal document sets out the special
historical and architectural interest of the Town. It identifies
important views, trees and green spaces, as well as significant
features, walls and landmark buildings, including 468 buildings
of Local Interest. It is available at
www.westoxon.gov.uk/files/download/9754-5226.pdf.
Different planning rules apply within conservation areas:
permission is needed for demolition of buildings over a
certain size and walls over a certain height and advance notice
must be given of works to trees. But householders whose
properties are newly included are unlikely to see much
change to their current permitted development rights
because the same rules generally apply to property within the
AONB, which of course covers the whole of Chipping
Norton anyway! With consultation on the Neighbourhood
Plan revealing that the quality of the built environment scores
high on people’s agendas, it is good to see the District Council

using its powers to help ensure the Town and its setting are
properly preserved and enhanced. The document could be
put to the test soon by the Sharba Homes application on
Churchill Road and a possible Walterbush Road development.

Apple Day dancing

It was time for wassailing again on 20 October at Chipping
Norton’s Community Orchard. Evil spirits were scared away,
thanks given for this year’s crop (picked by many from the
community) and good fortune wished on next year’s crop. With
cider-soaked toast pinned to the branches, and the Kingstone
Wassailers’ hearty ceremonials of speeches, singing and
dancing, the ritual was complete. Deputy Mayor Chris
Butterworth and a good crowd of Orchard supporters joined
enthusiastic locals in the celebrations. Apple cake was eaten and
wassail cup drunk and a good time was had by all.

Jenny’s new French venture
Jenny Innes (now Payne), who ran the Post Office in Chipping
Norton until 4 years ago, is parcelling herself up with husband
Chris and they are posting themselves off to new stamping
grounds in France. Jenny, who was born in  Chipping Norton
Hospital, is a familiar face to many, having lived in the Town for
almost 35 years, and where, in addition to running the Post
Office, she found time to raise two daughters, Susan and
Louise. Over the years she has made many friends in the Town
but, now, having recently remarried, would like to spread her

The whole of Chipping Norton, and
the landscape to the north, west and
south, lies within the Cotswolds
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
This designation, which extends
from the M40 down to the south of
Bath, has the same status and level of
protection as a National Park. The
Cotswolds’ AONB Board has just
published its statutory plan setting
out its policies for the management
of the AONB for 2013 – 2018. The
Board’s purpose is to ‘conserve and
enhance the natural beauty’ and to ‘increase understanding
and enjoyment of the special qualities’ of the area. The Plan
is not only concerned with land management but also

What is the ‘AONB’? 
acknowledges the importance that
tourism makes to the economy of the
AONB (£337m pa gross) and the needs
of local communities. It flags up the
shortage of affordable housing, the loss
of local facilities, poor public transport
(both of which, coupled with 1 in 8
households in the AONB having no car,
can lead to social isolation), the need
for high-speed broadband and the
threats caused by ‘rat-running’,
especially by lorries, the spread of
equine-related activity, demands for

renewable energy, the future of ex-MOD sites and spreading
light pollution. The plan can be found on their website
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk.



We are looking for volunteers
for our next training courses

Oxfordshire Advocacy is an independent,
confidential free service supporting adults in
Oxfordshire to get their voice heard and their

wishes taken into account.
Volunteer advocates work with people needing
support to: challenge decisions, uphold rights,

attend meetings, make a complaint. 
Our next training courses are in Banbury and

Oxford in Feb and March 2014. 
In the first instance please contact us for 

an informal interview:
jacinta.sands@oadg.org.uk  Tel: 01865 741200

Website: www.gettingheard.org
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wings and start a new adventure. Jenny and Chris have found a
200 year old farmhouse in Normandy from where, in early
2014, they will be running a B & B and Gite business and also
plan to offer tours of the D-Day beaches, war cemeteries and
local museums. Meanwhile they are organising a tour to
Normandy in June 2014 to commemorate the 70th anniversary
of the D-Day landings. Jenny spoke enthusiastically of this new
venture and of their website www.ddaysitetours.com. She
would be delighted to see Chippy-ites join in this memorable
event. Check out the details on the website or contact Jenny or
Chris on 01608 737430.

Local man on piracy charge
Philip Ball, a freelance
cameraman from the
Chipping Norton area, is
one of the thirty people
being held on suspicion of
‘piracy’ after two
Greenpeace activists tried
to board the Russian state-
controlled oil platform in
the Pechora Sea on 18
September. A court in
Murmansk has ruled that Phil should remain in pre-trail
detention until 24 November. A member of Philip’s family told
the News, ‘Greenpeace has been very supportive, but it is a
very traumatic time for us, especially as we cannot speak to
each other’. Greenpeace UK Executive Director John Sauven
said, ‘The decision of the court to refuse bail looks
increasingly like the Russian authorities are meting out
unnecessarily harsh punishment even before any trial.’ 

Thousands of people joined a global day of support for
the group on 5 October. Supporters gathered in more than
40 cities, including Moscow. There is continuing widespread
international concern for all 30 people from the Arctic
Sunrise accused of piracy, which carries a maximum sentence
of 15 years. Greenpeace is alarmed that the fragile Arctic is
under threat from both climate change and oil drilling,
explaining that, as climate change melts the Arctic ice, oil
companies are moving in to extract more of the fossil fuels
that caused the melt in the first place; but above the Arctic
Circle freezing temperatures, a narrow drilling window and a

remote location mean that an oil spill would be almost
impossible to deal with. Greenpeace says it's a catastrophe
waiting to happen and is working to halt climate change and
to stop this new oil rush at the top of the world.

Town Buses under threat
Chipping Norton
town Bus services and
connection to villages
could now be
seriously under threat
as Oxfordshire
County Council are
aiming to save money
on the subsidies used
to keep routes going.
A latest consultation
with local councils,
including Chipping
Norton Town Council, reveals the following comments in the
County’s documents:
• X9 Chipping Norton Mon - Sat to Charlbury and Witney

(subsidy £150k costing £10.09 per journey with only 12
passengers per day) ‘the Friday and Saturday evening
service could be withdrawn’ 

• X8 Chipping Norton (inc to the hospital) to Kingham
station (subsidy £99k ‘ costing £2.36 per journey for 138
passengers per day); ‘economies may be necessary’,
including cuts morning and evening

• 233 Sunday service CN to Burford, Wychwoods, Witney
etc (subsidy £18k at £6.21 per journey) ‘likely to be
recommended for withdrawal’

• 23A Wednesdays CN to the Tews (subsidy £6.5k at £8.97
per journey); ‘what is the justification for continuing?’

• 811 Saturday CN shopping service to Cheltenham
(subsidy £13.8k at £7.24 per journey); ‘the future of this
non-essential service is in doubt’.
On 8 October County Officers met local parish council

transport representatives and members of the Town Council
who questioned the proposals. Cllr Jo Graves reported that
the Officers seemed to be listening with a ‘sympathetic ear’.
She acknowledged that the County Council had to make cuts.
OCC’s Tim Darch said at the meeting that they had tried
where possible to take social need into account and to ‘keep
the status quo’, but that OCC had been subsidising some bus
routes that are now not really being used at all. The County
are looking for another £20m in total budget savings and, they
say, their bus subsidy cost has doubled since RH buses went
into administration in 2012. Final plans, to be implemented on
1 June 2014, are awaited. For more details and to express any
views (consultation ends 15 November) tell your Town
Council or see the ‘Consultations’ page at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Could you be a befriender?
Oxfordshire Befriending for Life needs thoughtful volunteers
who are good listeners to visit people in Chipping Norton
and the local area who are living with a life threatening illness
and who are isolated or need to talk. People like Vivian who
lives on her own and is terminally ill. She has no close family
but the weekly contact she has with her OxBEL befriending



11

LOCAL NEWS

volunteer is a lifeline to her. Could you visit Vivian? Your life
experience, personality and time would make a real
difference. Please get in touch. Just a few hours each month
are needed. Training is provided. Call us on 01235 849427,
email: laura.freeth@oxbel.org.uk or visit www.oxbel.org.uk.
OxBEL is a partnership with the charity Age UK Oxfordshire. 

CETA does it again
Fresh on the heels of
success at the
WOBA awards in
the summer comes
national success for
CETA Insurance Ltd,
based on the
Cromwell Business
Park. The company's
investment in
technology attracted
the E-broking Award
at the prestigious UK
Brokers Award

ceremony at the beginning of September. The award
recognises the work the software team have put in over the
last few years in making ‘CETA Creator’, which allows the
company to quickly build systems and procedures to sell new
insurance products to the public and its own network of
brokers. The software makes it possible for the company to
enter markets that previously would have been too expensive
to consider and has contributed hugely to CETA's continued
growth and strength as a local employer.

Community play for kids
A new community play session, organised by the ACE Children’s
Centre will be running at Chipping Norton Football Club every
Friday between 11.30 and 1pm. If you have children under five
and live locally come and join in the fun! There will be a variety
of activities available with a hot lunch provided (donations
welcome). Staff from the Centre will be on hand to offer advice,
support and suggestions – come along and see us! For more
information contact Lynn Bailey, Family Centre Coordinator at
644440 or lynn.bailey@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Chippy traffic debate on BBC
Radio Oxford’s Big Tour brought them to Chipping Norton in
the first week of October. Phil Gayle devoted about an hour
of his Monday morning programme to the saga of the traffic
situation – particularly the perennial concern about HGVs
pounding their way through the town centre. Lots of Chippy
locals took the opportunity to air their views – not only
about the dangers to pedestrians in the narrow section of
road along Horse Fair, but also the pollution: a problem which,
despite WODC’s continued monitoring, doesn’t look like it’s
going away. Radio Oxford also did major items on the Aldi
proposal, some local characters, as well as a visit to explore
the Theatre and the birds-eye view from the Projectionist’s
room above the auditorium.

Friends of St Mary’s update
Robin Howard went
into the church – that
is he was ordained –
60 years ago, and on
29 September we
celebrated his long
and varied ministry –
in the UK and Hong
Kong, urban and rural.
With his wife Mary, he
is still active locally in,
among other things,
Amnesty International.
On 8 October we
heard about the
church in another
sense. John Marshall (pictured above) spoke about what is so
special about the church building tucked away at the bottom
of Church Street. But in the New Testament the church is
neither a profession nor a building, but a people. On any
Sunday you will find at St Mary's a more diverse group of
people than anywhere else in the Town. Now, how special is
that? Also in the diary: Coffee Morning on 3 November and
Fish and Chip Quiz Night 30 November. Full details of these
and other events: email office@stmaryscnorton.com

Gerald Forse

Methodist Church Bazaar
The Methodist Church’s annual Christmas bazaar will take
place in the Lower Hall on Saturday 16 November between
11am and 1pm. As well as a variety of stalls, refreshments and
lunches will be served. As always, all are welcome.

Elaine Lugo

TOWN CHRISTMAS
Meet at the Town Hall 9am

Sunday 1st December & join the
jolly gang of fairy light fixers!

Please let the Town Clerk’s office
know if you’re free to help

642341 

Directors David Quick and Sandie
Schofield at the 2013 WOBA awards 
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Fun Run 2013 is on Sunday 8 December at Spiceball Park,
Banbury. Adults £13, children £7 and under 6’s free.
Volunteers Needed for various KHH events including town
collections. More at www.khh.org.uk or call 01295 812161.

Sarah Brennan

Home-Start funding deadline
Home-Start Banbury & Chipping
Norton is nearing the final year of
Lottery funding which has enabled
the scheme to support families in
Chipping Norton and the
surrounding area. The family support
organisation has helped 60 families
for varying lengths of time over the

past 4 years and is currently applying for further funding to
ensure the continuation of the service. Organiser Karen
Mullins said ‘It is vital that Home-Start can continue it’s work
with families in this area. We are a unique service, able to
support families when they need us most and I am concerned
what will happen if our support is no longer available.’ One
parent said ‘My volunteer was amazing with my daughter, she
supported me for over 12 months and I looked forward to
her visits every week.’ More information from 01295 266358
or see www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Ambulance mixed messages
The trumpets sounded in September with our Ambulance
Service (South Central) sending a press release announcing
their winning a national Health Service Journal top prize for
‘Efficiency in Transport and Logistics’. This is for a project
reducing costs and carbon footprint by putting solar panels
on 36 Rapid Response Vehicles (RRV) to power the secondary
battery which provides all emergency equipment on these
vehicles. On hearing this one News team member also said
she had had an astonishingly quick response in a recent
emergency in Over Norton.

However ... the same week, the front page of the Witney
Gazette reported continued concerns about the response
times in rural West Oxfordshire – continuing to fall below the
target of 75% of life threatening calls reached in 8 minutes.
The Ambulance Service has announced another 5 new

Moody gets a Mohican
Leon Moody, known to
many at Kingham Station
ticket office (a.k.a the Fat
Controller), put his head
forward for charity on
Wednesdat 25 September at
Bartholomew’s Hair salon in
Chipping Norton. He had
asked all his friends to
donate £1 to vote for one of
four haircuts. £500 later and
he was off for a ‘Tinted
Mohican’ courtesy of the
salon. A gallant effort raised
the money for two charities:
Cardiac Risks for the Young and Cancer Research UK. Well
done, Leon!

Twinning talk
At the October Chipping Norton and District Twinning
Association 2013 AGM members were able to look back over
a successful year of activities, with the highlight being the visit
to Magny-en-Vexin in May, when visits to Rouen and a ride on
Le Petit Train de Pacy sur Eure were especially enjoyed. Some
members also enjoyed a visit to Bayeux – to see the Tapestry,
an amazing piece of handicraft, and to explore the magnificent
Bayeux Cathedral. The membership has enjoyed dining out
together and sharing des soirées de film et frites – with
Seraphine and Etre et Avoir being particularly appreciated. Chair
Jo Graves said they looked forward to another year as one of
the longest-standing Twinning Associations in the country and
will be dining out for Le Déjeuner de Noel at the Chipping
Norton Golf Club on Sunday 1 December. Anyone interested
in joining the Twinning Association please contact Jo on
643976.

Lido Lottery winners
This month’s winners of the Chipping Norton Lido Lottery
are: 1st prize (£108.75): Elaine Wood (72); 2nd prize (£65.25):
Sam Bird (127); 3rd prize (£43.50): Stuart Smith (181).

Katharine House update
Ask at Chipping Norton shop about all the following. Annual
Jumble Sale is on Sat 2 November, 2-4pm, Grimsbury
Community Hall, Grimsbury, Banbury. Raffle with great prizes.
Tasting Evening And Christmas Fair on Thursday 14
November, 5pm-8pm, Wykham Park Farm Shop, Wykham Lane.
Lights Of Love annual Remembrance Service will be held at
St Mary’s Banbury on Thursday, 21 November, 7.15 pm.
Christmas trees will be placed in Horsefair, Banbury. If you
would like to dedicate a light in memory of a loved one, you are
invited to complete a dedication form and return it to the
hospice by Monday, 4 November. Contact Sheila on 01295
812161. Festival Of Open Gardens 2014 If you would like
to open your garden for us next summer contact Nicky
Hanson in Fundraising on 01295 812161. Christmas
Knitted Novelties (mini Christmas puddings, robins and
Santa hats) are welcome from all patterns from
www.khh.org.uk. Plus Fererro Rocher chocolates to fill the
novelties. Last year’s Christmas knitting raised £3,000. Santa

Then look no further than Kevin Dykes!
• I will save you money
• I have a wealth of knowledge and experience
• My clients are always completely satisfied
• I will better any previous quote you may have
• I offer an efficient, reliable and above all, personal service
• Advice on currently available finance options
• Assistance with the selling of your present vehicle
• Presentation of all possible alternatives on the current market

So why would you go anywhere else?
Tel: 07782 269911    Email: kevin@kevindykes.com

Web: www.kevindykes.com

Searching for a top
quality new or used

vehicle?
Wanting to get the
best price and the
most impressive

service?

We have to admit that a photo
of a pink mohican would come

out better in colour!
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vehicles for Oxfordshire but Chief Exec Will Hancock had
previously admitted that ‘90 new ambulances would be
needed to meet the Government-set targets’. Unacceptable
response times in West Oxfordshire and Chipping Norton
have been given ‘no confidence’ votes twice recently by the
District Scrutiny Committee.

Country Market indoors
Chipping Norton’s Country
Market will from now on be
in the Lower Town Hall
every Saturday morning
from 9 to 11. They have had
a stall outdoors at the
Farmer’s Market monthly
but they now want to
welcome everyone inside
for a Hot Drink! Baked
goods, local produce, craft
stalls, eggs and pork as usual.

New producers welcome call Elizabeth on 641002. 

West Oxon Business Awards
Do you run a small business? Have you ever wanted to call
yourself ‘Award Winning’? Imagine how much that would
impress your customers – and help find new ones! The West
Oxfordshire Business Awards (WOBAs) now has a Micro
Business category for those with less than 5 employees. It is
really simple to enter, it is free and it is a great way to raise
your business profile. For more details on this and the 10
other categories (which include Rural Business, Social Media,
and Leisure, Tourism & Hospitality), see the Awards website
www.woba.co.uk. Closing date for entries is Friday 29
November 2013. Recent Chipping Norton-based award
winners have included The Theatre, CETA, mark-making* and
Owen Mumford.

Alternative success 
The Cancer Research UK Alternative Race for Life was
successfully held in Hook Norton in October, with £1000
raised by the North Oxfordshire Fundraisers for CRUK. The
Sun supported the event with a free barbeque for all

competitors. Thanks to The Sun for support and Barbeque
sponsors, supporters and organiser Gill Begnor. Next event is
a light-hearted quiz at The Sun at Hook Norton on 7
November with teams of up to 6 people. For any information
contact Grahan Raven on 645134 or g.raven@sky.com

Logs for Labour at Rollright
The Oxfordshire Woodfuel Programme, run by the Trust for
Oxfordshire’s Environment, is organising a range of ‘logs for
labour’ events which match woodland owners whose
woodlands need managing with volunteers who are happy to
work outside with handtools in return for logs. They want
‘offers’ from people around Chipping Norton to help saw logs
at the Rollrights on Saturday 30 November, 1-3.30. Bring a
saw, sturdy shoes and gloves, and a warm drink. There is also
the potential for ongoing, longer-term woodland management
and firewood provision, in discussion with the woodland
owner. Details at www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/logs-for-labour
or email Stephen_cohen2002@yahoo.co.uk

Challenging ‘Wiggo’
Nicky Gough, director at
local Brailes-based
Cotswold Family Law,
recently cycled for charity in
a timed cycling event from
London to Edinburgh and
back – 1420 km in just four
days. Nicky (pictured here)
joined 1,000 riders from 33
countries and raised nearly
£1,000 for her firm’s chosen
charity, Oxfam, in the epic
event, which takes place
every four years. Then in
October she was off on another climbing and cycling event in
the Chilterns for charity. Nicky spent nearly ten years
working in the management team of a hospital in Uganda
where she witnessed Oxfam’s work first hand. Since
establishing Cotswold Family Law three years ago, she has
developed an ongoing partnership with the charity and
provides regular donations. To support Oxfam and
Oxfordshire’s legal answer to Bradley Wiggins in her next
cycling challenge, visit www.justgiving.com/nickeysbike 

Library update
Over the past few months we’ve had many new titles added
to the library stock, which are proving exceedingly popular
with our readers. Some of our local authors have recently had
their books published and we endeavour to keep copies of
these here in Chipping Norton. Just in is Ralph Mann’s History
of Churchill and Sarsden which is a comprehensive story of the
villages throughout history, produced in conjunction with the
Churchill Heritage Centre. Our local illustrator, Sue Heap,
also has a new book out – Very Little Red Riding Hood, written
by Teresa Heapy – a really delightful picture book, which will
appeal to our younger readers. For those genealogists
amongst you, we’ve recently added the CD of Oxfordshire
Parish Marriage Index 1538 – 1837 to our reference
collection, which can be used here in the Library for free. Just
enquire at the counter.

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

“Is it Really Too Much to Ask?”
on Friday 15th November

at 5.30pm

Jeremy Clarkson 
will be doing his only bookshop

signing of

Judith Bucknall, Library Manager
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between April 2012 and March 2013,
only 10,948 saw a charge or caution,
leaving 68.7 per cent unsolved. 17
out of 20 burglaries were not
solved last year, along with nine
out of ten arsons and half of all
violent attacks. Assistant Chief
Constable for operations Chris
Shead said more than 40% of
crimes were unsolved due to lack
of evidence. He said: ‘Bike thefts and
the thefts of mobiles often do not have witnesses or forensic
evidence, both of which could lead us to an offender.’ He said
Force priorities this year included cutting domestic burglaries,
rural crime, anti-social behaviour and violent crime. 

Combating rural crime Chipping Norton’s
Neighbourhood Police team have been involved in ‘Operation
Ranger’ to combat rural crime, patrolling all areas of West
Oxfordshire throughout the night with members of the
farming community in assistance. The mobile laser speeding
device will be out and about around the Chipping Norton
area actively reducing speeding and enforcing where required.
So keep to the speed limits!

Chippy Car alert On 14 October overnight a black VW
Golf GTI was stolen from the Cross Leys/ Lewis Road area in
Chipping Norton. Offenders had smashed the window and
left it in Station Road. Two white males approximately 17
years of age were seen looking at cars on Lewis Road around
4pm in the afternoon. If you have any further information
please contact police on 101.

How much per
mile? The Oxford
Mail reports that
Thames Valley

Police is working to cut £56.3m – 12 per cent of its budget –
between 2011 and 2015. But, meanwhile, mileage claims have
shot up after Thames Valley Police gave staff a 40% rise from
the 45p-per-mile (recommended by HMRC and used by local
councils) to 65p-per-mile if they use their car for police
business. Mileage claims across the force went up by £300,000
over the year. 
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Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal
service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *
* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ
Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Police & crime update
This month’s update comes from Police press releases and local
press reports:
Neighbourhood Watch again in Chippy? – The idea of

Neighbourhood Watch
schemes in local street
areas is being revived by
Thames Valley Police in
West Oxfordshire. The
idea, started some years
ago, is for people in a
local residential area to
work together to
prevent and report

crime. Volunteers who live in the specific area coordinate the
scheme and set up regular liaison with police and the local
authority. In September police held a ‘relaunch’ of the idea in
Witney. If anyone is interested in joining or starting one in
Chipping Norton they can contact the new Regional Watch
Coordinator Deborah Hextall (direct) 01295 754611 or
Deborah.hextall@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Deborah told
the News that there are some schemes in Chipping Norton
but they want to recruit more and revive the interest. She will
be working with local PCSO Cheryl Harrison to develop
ideas and action.

Unsolved crimes Even though crime levels in Oxfordshire
are falling, police are being urged to do more after new figures
revealed that almost seven out of ten crimes in the County
are not being solved. Out of the 36,369 crimes committed

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon
Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens
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REMEMBRANCE 2013

Supporting those who serve
The active Chipping Norton branch of the Royal British Legion
raises money through the poppy appeal and helps local ex-
servicemen and women with welfare issues. The news of a

British soldier killed
while on patrol in
Afghanistan last month
has reminded everyone
that our help is always
needed. Please give as
generously as you did
last year, when over
£9,000 was raised. Our
Poppy stall will be in

the town centre on Saturday 2 & 9 November and the army and
air cadets will be on the streets selling poppies. 

Remembrance Day plans
The Annual Remembrance Day Parade and Service is on
Sunday 10 November, led by the Town’s Royal British Legion.
The Service in St Mary’s Church, with the Mayor and
Mayoress present, starts at 10.45am, with a parade to the
church starting outside Sainsbury’s at 10.30. Contact Malcolm
Holland on 641745 if you need a wreath. After the service will
be a march past and muster of the British Legion and
uniformed organisations and reception by invitation with the
Mayor in the Town Hall. On Monday 11 November the Legion
will hold a Two Minutes Silence at the Town War Memorial in
London Road at 11am. Anyone wishing to take part please be
there by 10 50am. 

Legion plan WW1 anniversary
Next year sees the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of
World War One, and the local Legion branch are looking at
commemorating the occasion. We are particularly keen to
involve children, and are hoping to run a storywriting
competition for Primary school children. We are also
producing posters telling the stories of some of the soldiers,
sailors and airmen from the Town who died in the conflict, to
be on display at events and available for loan to local schools.

The branch website, www.chippingnortonbritishlegion.com
has a page dedicated to the fallen of the Town, including some
not mentioned on the war memorials, as well as stories of
those who made it through the war, and if anyone has stories
or photos they would like included please contact Steve
Kingsford on 01295 780558.

Club social events and AGM
Next year we hope to visit the Portsmouth Historic
Dockyard, the National Arboretum, RAF Brize Norton and
Bicester Barracks plus The Wellington Aviation and Soldiers
of Oxfordshire Museums locally. We meet at the Crown &
Cushion Hotel for speakers and an annual dinner & dance.
The Branch and Club AGM  is at the Crown & Cushion at
8pm on Tuesday 19 November. All are welcome. Branch
subscriptions were due from October. If you would like to
join or help out, please contact our Secretary Mike Dixon
on 643755 or dixon.1michael@sky.co. Membership is only
£16 a year and you do not have to have an armed forces
background, just an interest in our aims.

HOWES & CO
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park,
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

Tel: 01608 642570 Email: advice@astral-lbh.co.uk
Web: www.astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups
VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping
Accounts 

Self Assessment & Personal Tax
iXBRL Reporting & Corporation Tax

Business Consultancy & Planning

Member 
of the
ACCA

Advising clients
in Chipping Norton

for 30 years

With the 100th

anniversary of World
War I approaching next
year a story has
surfaced how locally-
based solders helped
save a Belgian village at
the end of the War.
Research by Mike
Cross, a volunteer at
the new Soldiers of
Oxfordshire Museum in
Woodstock, reveals that
the Queen’s Own
Oxfordshire Hussars D
Squadron based in Banbury, was following German troops as
they retreated in accordance with the Armistice on 11
November. That morning they entered Erquelinnes, a small
town at the centre of a hop-growing area on the banks of

Oxfordshire soldiers save Belgian town!
the River Sambre in Belgium. First they disarmed some
German snipers then they persuaded enemy troops to
defuse a load of booby-trapped high-explosive charges that
would have caused extensive damage. Many celebrations
followed including a Ball attended by D Squadron with their
Squadron Sign which has on its reverse side an idealised
painting of an Oxfordshire pub titled The Banbury Arms. 

A party of twelve from the
current regimental association of
the QOOH, the Oxfordshire
Yeomanry Association, went to
Erquelinnes in September, to enjoy
the annual Hop Festival and to
recall the events of almost 95
years ago. They took with them the
actual sign, which was hung once

again for a dance in Erquelinnes’ Town Hall. It looks as if this
wartime episode may lead to an enduring relationship
between Erquelinnes and Oxfordshire. 

Above: The Hussars pictured
entering  the town

Right : The QOOH Squadron Sign

Steve Kingsford
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

girls at risk of falling into life on the streets and managed to
get the hostel integrated into a national network ensuring its
longevity. In his later life he did sterling work for older

people, securing £10m
funding to build and revamp
care homes for Coverage
Care in Shropshire, so that
the elderly in the County
could be properly cared for
and all the implications of
growing older, including
planning for good deaths,
could be treated with
seriousness and compassion. 

Having moved to
Chippy five years ago,
Canon Howard and his wife
Mary feel rightly at home

and commented on the huge range and variety of groups
of people caring for an astonishing number of vulnerable
groups. He is one of the gentlest and warmest people you
would ever have the pleasure to meet and his capacity to
care for his community and fellow man has shown no
bounds nor I suspect ever well. He is a true gem and we
should be proud to have him in our midst.

Canon Robin Howard – 60 years of priesthood
One Chipping Norton resident recently celebrated 60 adventurous and rewarding years of

service as a priest
As we are all glued to our screens on Saturday night's Strictly
Come Dancing marvelling at Bruce Forsyth's dexterity after
70 years in showbiz, spare a thought for our still sprightly
Chippy resident Canon
Howard who on 29 September
celebrated 60 years as a priest
with a special service at St
Mary’s church followed by a
gathering in The Chequers. All
his family and friends, along
with colleagues past and
present, joined him to
celebrate an extraordinary
devotion to his calling. I am
sure that if he could have
started serving his parishes and
communities at the age of 14
when Bruce started his career
– they are after all the same age – he would have jumped at
the chance! From being vicar of Kowloon, Hong Kong where
four of his five children were born, to becoming a Canon of
Chester Cathedral and on to parish priesthood in a wide
range of areas including Birkenhead, Moseley (Birmingham),
and rural Wiltshire he has tirelessly served his communities in
being, as he humbly says, ‘a servant of the servants of God.’

Talking to Canon Howard one realises that becoming
ordained as a priest does not lead simply to taking services,
writing and delivering a thought-provoking sermon every
Sunday, and carrying out all the other essential parochial
duties. He actually talked mostly during our interview of his
significant achievements beyond the church gates. With a
reminiscing smile and a glint in his sometimes watery eye, he
took me through his early days in Kowloon where he
pioneered the study of released prisoners' drug addiction,
leading to the establishment of two hostels and the
introduction of methadone for those being weaned off
heroine, of which there was plentiful supply in the 1960's.

In Birkenhead. in the years between 1967 and 1975
where single mothers were incredibly still marginalised by
society, Canon Howard chaired a Social Responsibility
Programme that sought to address the problem of
homelessness and poverty for these young women. This led to
funds being raised to buy houses for the mums to live in
together with a married couple and this soon led to the
establishment of the Forum Housing Association with Canon
Howard as the first Chair, which is still going to this day. He
even got local communities together while Vicar of Helsby in
Cheshire to fight the might of Shell who were threatening to
build a huge refinery opposite his Parish between ICI in
Runcorn and Stanlow. In oiling the wheels and getting people
talking and acting as one they ultimately won the battle and
Shell backed down. So even one of the world's largest
corporates didn't faze him.

Neither did the challenge of prostitution in Moseley
where he chaired a committee responsible for a hostel for

Domiciliary Care Agency
At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,

we understand that being able to live at
home, maintaining your independence can

mean everything to you.
We are able to offer a range of support to

help you to do this.
Our services range from companionship to
complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 
We are a locally based company who are

committed to raising the standards of care
provided in people’s homes.

For more information please telephone
01608 648656

or email

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

enquiries@carecompassionandconversation.ltd.uk
CQC Registered

Canon Howard pictured centre on the day of his celebration
service at St Mary’s church with Rev James Kennedy and other

close clergy friends

Roger Sinclair
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HISTORY FEATURE

December 2013 marks the 100th anniversary of a very
significant event in the Town’s history when workers at Bliss
Mill went on strike for the right to form a Trade Union, which
they hoped would lead to better pay and working conditions.
Throughout the 19th century, the union movement had been
growing, mainly in industrial areas in Britain but also in more
rural areas such as the Cotswolds. Wages were low and
workers had no means to negotiate the increases in pay being
achieved elsewhere. In Witney a branch of the Workers Union
had been founded in 1912 and the Bliss Mill workers wished
to follow this example by founding their own branch. The
owner of the mill at that time was the Birmingham Banking
Company, the Bliss family having sold up and left in the late
1880’s after difficult economic conditions. The Mill was
managed by Arthur Dunstan, a trained accountant who ran
the business in a manner rather different to the more
paternalistic era when the Bliss family were in charge. He
offered the staff a management-led Employees Association but

they refused to sign up to this. Within three weeks, three
workers who had joined the Union were sacked on the
pretext that orders were low. The Union demanded they be
reinstated and the Union be recognised but Mr Dunstan
refused and after failed negotiations, a strike was called on 18
December 1913, when 280 workers came out and 150
continued to work. Naturally, there was much bitterness
between the two groups.

A strike committee was formed and met at The Fox
Hotel. A strike fund was launched to which several local
businesses and residents contributed. There were enough
funds to provide a soup kitchen. Strike pay was 10 shillings per
week for men plus 1 shilling for each dependent, married
women received 7 shillings per week plus 1 shilling for each
dependent, single men received 5 shillings and sixpence and
single women 5 shillings. The Bishop of Oxford and local
Liberal MP Eustace Fiennes supported the strike and students
from Ruskin College were involved in the many protests that
took place. Attempts were made to negotiate an agreement
but the management stubbornly refused to deal with the
strikers. Pickets formed every day and policemen were
drafted in to escort the non-strikers to work. Two incidents
occurred which left their mark on the Town. Mrs Annie
Cooper of Spring Street, spent 14 days in prison for a minor
assault on a maintenance worker. Urged on by colleagues she
refused to pay the £5 fine and chose prison instead. On her
release, she was met at the station by a triumphant crowd and
was drawn on a cart back to the Town, where a reception was
held in the Town Hall and she was presented with a silver

The Bliss Mill Strike – 100 years ago
teapot. Another striker, Fred Shepard was charged with
kicking a policeman. He denied the charge and chose to spend
a month in gaol rather than pay the £5 fine. Both cases were
reported in the national press and questions asked in
Parliament, which resulted in a pardon for Fred Shepard as it

was later found that a student from Ruskin was the real
culprit. Both these strikers are today commemorated in
Chipping Norton street names. 

The strike continued until
the next summer, by which
time hardship began to drive
the strikers back to the Mill
or to seek employment in
other parts of the country.
Many current Chipping
Norton residents had
relatives who went through
the experience. John
Grantham, recalled how his
aunt Nellie Grantham began
work at the Mil in 1908 at
the age of thirteen, went
with others to work in
Lancashire but returned
much later to weave khaki

for army uniforms during the Great War. Other workers
joined the Army at that time or returned to Bliss Mill, where
in due course wages did increase. The strike did play its part in
the growth of the Trade Union movement in Oxfordshire,
though Bliss Mill itself did not recognise a Union branch until
1945. Arthur Dunstan had bought the Mill from the Bank in
1917 but sold it three years later to Fox Brothers of Somerset,
who had worked with the Bliss family decades before.
With acknowledgements to: John Grantham, Pauline Watkins at
Chipping Norton Museum, David Eddershaw’s History of the
Town & a newly published pamphlet Bliss Tweed Mill Strike –
Causes, Conduct and Consequences by Mike Richardson.

Police protected non-strikers over a snowy winter

Pickets eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday

Nellie pictured top right with
John Grantham’s father front left

AMNESTEA
TEA & HOME-MADE CAKES!!

Saturday 9 November
2.30-4.30pm

Lower Town Hall
Christmas Cards & Raffle

Support Amnesty International while enjoying a break
from shopping.
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HEALTH & WELLBEING FEATURE

Gordon’s ‘salutations to the sun’
Gordon Brown said he started yoga to reduce his thoughts
and stress in 1990, realising that meditation was a big part of
yoga and other systems of energy development. Yoga means
'union with all' and which some people call 'nirvana'. Pantijali,
the great Indian sage, wrote down the ancient practice of yoga
with its eight steps: the first three are concerned with right
behaviour; the next three enable us to look inside ourselves
deeply; the last steps allow us to see the bigger picture, that
we are ultimately all one (samadhi or God realisation). Yoga is
a way of living, not a
faith, not just for
Indians, but for
everyone. In the West
we associate yoga with
step three only (hatha
yoga) – keeping healthy,
with various physical
exercises such as the
series 'Salutations to
the Sun' (Sanscrit
...'Surya Namaskar')
pictured right. Gordon
explains ‘This quick
series three times each
morning exercises all
my joints and muscles,
ready for the day
ahead. I alternate each
pose (asana) with inhaling and exhaling breath’.

He continued, ‘Yoga has changed my life. I like myself
more now. It quietly takes away your bad points, and instils
discipline and love. I lead a lunchtime meditation class at
work in Jaguar Land Rover. After a 15 minute talk to raise
our spiritual energy, we sit in silence or listen to some
music. The quieter you become, the more you can hear’.
Once a person has the intention to sit for meditation,
meditation happens. The trick is not to identify ourselves
with the thoughts that inevitably come into our mind. Just
‘be here now’. To help, watch the breath naturally coming
and going, without the need to think about it. This short
period in the day offloads some of the stress to feel
refreshed ready for the rest of the day. Gordon says this is
part of a regular day in Eastern companies, reducing illness
and recommends trying it for three weeks. He cited one
colleague, angry and highly strung, whose incredulous wife
reported a big change – with them eventually leaving for a
different life on a farm in France! 

Karen’s yoga at Glyme Hall
Our News Reporter Roger Sinclair took the plunge and
attended one of Karen Biles' hour long sessions at Glyme Hall
– accompanied by calming Buddhist chanting music. He said,
‘A revelation. I felt every sinew in my body was given a
thoroughly good work-out but in a gentle and relaxing
manner. Together with the physical exercise we focused on

our breathing, concentrated by shutting out all other thoughts
and meditated. Karen was also good at getting us to do only

what was comfortable. Some of the ladies I spoke to
afterwards had been doing yoga for 20 years and swore by its
benefits for flexibility and core strength compared to other
more conventional treatment.’ Karen has a waiting list for
most evenings (except Tuesdays) but there is space on
Monday mornings. Visit www.karenbilespt.co.uk for more
details.

... and Mindfulness with Hugh
Mindfulness, drawn from Buddhist
practice, creates a calm awareness of
one's body, feelings, and mind. The
dramatic impact of combining with
Yoga is the effect of having a mind and
body in balance. All the benefits of
Yoga are harnessed (flexibility, stamina
and strength) and with Mindfulness
our likes/dislikes, habits, thoughts and
opinions are made accessible to work
with both on and off the yoga mat.

Mindfulness has become increasingly familiar in the West and
can be appropriately prescribed on the NHS. Clinical benefits
have been shown in treating depression, creating resilience
against diversity. This can help develop a more open response
to difficult, confusing or stressful circumstances. Mindfulness
can help cut through to what is real in our lives and enables
us to understand what nourishes us, gives us a sense of value
and helps regain control. The potential advantages within the
corporate environment are only just beginning to be
explored. Much more than stress reduction, Mindfulness
could transform the way we relate to our working
environment. Local teacher Hugh Poulton has been working
with Yoga and Mindfulness for more than 30 years, teaching
since 1995 in Oxfordshire and London. He is a former
teacher at the Oxford Mindfulness Centre and runs weekly
classes, courses and retreats. For more information visit
www.yogaunlimited.co.uk.
Why not try yoga at home or join a class with many potential
spiritual and physical benefit?. With our increasingly hectic lives it
can't do any harm to take 30 minutes each day to give your body
and mind some loving care and attention. NB If you are unsure
about trying check first with your GP or a qualified instructor. 

Yoga...... and Mindfulness
Our News reporters went to visit local resident Gordon Brown, a long-time devotee of yoga
and meditation, tried one of Karen Biles’ classes and spoke to local teacher Hugh Poulton

about ‘Mindfulness’.

Hugh Poulton

Salutations to the Sun

A yoga session at Glyme Hall
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‘It was a beautiful
Sunday as the
sound of a jazz

saxophone echoed across the
Market Place in Chipping
Norton, followed shortly by
the uplifting sounds of jazz
coming from pubs and
restaurants around the Town.
You could not get away from
music, from the gypsy jazz of
Fiddlebop in the Red Lion to
traditional sound from the Eric
Stevens Jazz Band. Silverthorne
and Rachel Chai gave a
different mood in the
Methodist Church, and Dickie
White’s Jazz Allstars (pictured
below) wowed visitors and

shoppers alike with ‘music on the move’ as the Walking Band
in the Market Place. In all there were 11 different sets of
performers in eight different venues playing free jazz gigs to
the Chippy Jazz fans. The esteemed ‘Spats’ Langham and his
Hot Fingers group played in the Chequers to a paying
audience whose money bought a superb jazz experience.

After a successful morning jazz improvisation masterclass
by jazz saxophonist Sue Greenaway, the Town Hall was filled
with music from the six Youth Band Groups which included
the powerful and professional Reading Big Jazz Band  and the

a c c l a i m e d
Frank Jazz
who were
respectively
the runners-
up and the
winners of
the Youth
Jazz Band
Challenge at

the Chipping Norton Music Festival earlier in the year. The
local senior school was well represented with two groups –
False Alarm (pictured) and New Intentions who gave a more

modern feel to the music. Bloxham School gave us a taste of
what they could do and the visiting Cokethorpe School Jazz
Band from Witney provided the type of music worthy of Miles
Davis and proved they have some fantastic vocalists.

Whilst the free gigs continued throughout the evening,
the main event was the Concert in the Town Hall with the

outstanding new band ‘Swing From Paris’ (pictured) influenced
strongly by the French jazz of Django Reinhardt and Stephane
Grappelli. They gave a superb evening of gypsy jazz and swing
with two guitars, bass and violin. They were enhanced by Jo
Silver – a true vocal foil for their music and Tom ‘Spats’
Langham (pictured earlier at the Chequers) who is a well-

known exponent of acoustic
jazz guitar and jazz banjo.

The day has always had the
threefold aim of bringing jazz to
the area, to put Chipping
Norton on the map and to raise
money for charity. This is the 16th

year of ChippyJazz, and the
Rotary Club of Chipping

Norton who promote and produce the day were very pleased
to raise over £3500 for three charities: Lawrence Home
Nursing, SpecialEffect, a charity which enables severely
handicapped people to use a computer, and End Polio Now.
Thanks to all who supported or helped us put on CJAM 2013.’

Chippy Jazz And Music 2013
Sunday 29 September saw many News team members join everyone enjoying a
day and night of jazz, but we have left it to Simon Hamilton of Chipping Norton

Rotary to report on whole event and explain why the Rotary work so hard to
make the day a success.

WIN TWO TICKETS FOR
To win a pair of tickets Gyles Brandreth’s
Looking for Happiness at  The Theatre
Monday 2 December at 7.45pm, just
answer this question;
Is Gyles Brandreth renowned for his

colourful collection of (a) shirts or (b) jumpers?
Answers to be dropped into The Theatre by 15 November
addressed to Chippy News Competition or emailed to
press@chippingnortontheatre.com with Competition in the subject line

COMPETITION!!

Rotarian Mike Howes with
saxophonist grandson

Cameron 

Photo: David Jefferis
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The Theatre Chipping Norton
Panto Season is here with Jack and the Giant

19 November to 12
January. Last year the
News put the
Costume Design
Team in the spotlight;
this year we feature
the Panto's writer
Ben Crocker
(pictured below). He
has written previous
Pantos for The
Theatre here, and
much further afield;
there are glowing

testimonials to his work from as far away as Alberta, Canada
and New Zealand.   Cue Ben ...

‘Jack and the Giant will be the
41st Chippy Panto, so there is a
great weight of historical
responsibility. That said, it’s
essential that we shoulder that
responsibility lightly, as
pantomime is above all meant to
be fun. Successful, long running
pantomimes like this one in
Chippy have built up their audiences over the years to
become local institutions. To continue to do this, it is
important for the show to keep developing whilst also
delivering the key components that the audience expect and
enjoy. I’m fortunate that when John Terry (the Theatre’s
Director) and I first sit down together to discuss the show,
John always arrives with a starting point from which to
develop a treatment. Last year, it was Cinderella, but set in
Venice with all the romance and magic of that most
charismatic of cities. This year it’s Jack and the Giant, but
with the proviso that the Giant is not just someone to steal
from and bump off – but a real, three dimensional character
whose perspective on the story is as important as Jack’s. In
our version, he is also a much married man! 

It’s these specific slants on the stories that help to keep
the Chippy Panto so fresh and original. With the essential
course set, it’s then my job to develop that magical world,
ensuring a mix with lots of fun surprises – but also the
delightful predictability of pantomime. You won’t know exactly
what to expect, but you can be sure that the story will reach
a happy ending. There will be songs, plenty of audience
participation – and for some entirely spurious reason, sweet
throwing will be crucial at some point. The other key
ingredient of the Chippy Panto is The Theatre itself. John and
I are always very aware of the creative opportunities this
unique and congenial space allows. The intimacy and the shape
of the auditorium permit the world of the show to spill out
to fill the whole theatre – so we are always looking for ways
that we and the designer can exploit these exciting
possibilities. And finally, there is the tradition of using original
music. It’s a joy to supply lyrics to such talented composers
who turn them into such wonderful songs. We’ve got a really
musical cast this year and so music is going to be particularly
important–so come along and enjoy Jack and the Giant.’

Ben Crocker

Oxfordshire Rural Touring
Graffiti Classics are part of Oxfordshire’s Rural Touring
Scheme, Good Night Out. They return for another six
concerts for all ages, funded with the help of WODC who aim
to support quality professional performances in rural venues
thus supporting the social life and sustainability of country
communities.The classical trained quartet has one aim – to
make classical music entertaining for everyone. Graffiti
Classics has burst the elitist boundaries of the traditional
string quartet. From Beethoven to Bluegrass, Offenbach to
Elvis, Graffiti Classics never fails to get audiences clapping and
singing along. The variety of musical styles offers a classical
concert, a gypsy folk romp, an opera and a dance show all
rolled into one. See www.goodnightout.org for details. Here
are three venues nearby: New Beaconsfield Hall, Shipton-
under-Wychwood Friday 15 November at 7pm; Great
Rollright Village Hall, Great Rollright, Saturday 30 November
at 8pm; Charlbury Memorial Hall, Charlbury Saturday 14
December at 8pm.

Woodstock Poetry Festival
Thursday 14 to Sunday 17 November This combines
internationally respected poets with local groups making it an
eclectic mix of poets and poetry. All events are held in
Woodstock Methodist Church (cost £5) unless stated. Here
is a brief summary of whom you can hear and when:
Thursday: Pam Ayres, 5.30pm. Reading from her new
poetry collection, You Made Me Late Again! St Mary Magdalene
Church (£10); A Funny Way with Words, 8pm. Four
performance poets in an original show including storytelling
and music, held together by radio presenter Kathy Clugston
Friday: Peter McDonald & Patrick McGuinness 7pm,
Peter McDonald: his Collected Poems was published in 2012.
Patrick McGuinness, Professor at St Anne's, Oxford, writes
fiction and poetry
Saturday: MsCellaneous, 3pm. eight assorted poets from
an Oxford-based poetry group; Alice Oswald, 4.30pm,
reciting Memorial, her reworking of Homer's Iliad: This
achievement is all the more remarkable for being delivered
from memory; Julia Copus, 6.30pm, reading from The World's
Two Smallest Humans, (short-listed for the Costa awards and

Christmas Vintage Tea Parties
Spice up your Christmas celebrations

Have a vintage tea party this festive season
An office party, family get together or end of term celebration
Whatever the occasion for mirth and merriment this Xmas

Give us a call for further information

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
hello@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset

The Chipping Norton Tea-Set, Unit D, Elmsfield Industrial Estate
Chipping Norton OX7 5XL
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TS Eliot Prize 2012); New Libertines, 8.30pm. Performance
poetry with Dan Holloway, author and poet; they performed
at the ChipLitFest earlier this year and are back here by
popular demand.
Sunday: David Morley & Liz Berry, 4pm. David Morley
reads from his recent collection, The Gipsy and the Poet,
inspired by an encounter between the poet John Clare and a
gypsy. Liz Berry won the 2012 Poetry London competition;
David Constantine, Sasha Dugdale & Olivia
McCannon, 6.30pm. David Constantine, until recently co-
editor of Modern Poetry in Translation. Sasha Dugale, a poet
and translator, who has published Russian poetry and
collections of her own. Olivia McCannon's collection, Exactly
My Own Length, won the 2012 Fenton Aldeburgh First
Collection prize; Poetry Platform with Jenny Lewis,
8.30pm; Open evening for local poets in The Woodstock
Arms with Jenny Lewis, who teaches poetry at Oxford
University and runs poetry workshops – free.

Oxfordshire  Craft Guild
Oxfordshire Craft Guild will be
mounting four major selling
exhibitions across the county, in the
lead up to the festive season. These
will be worth a visit to select
Christmas presents for family and
friends, or choose your own!
Chipping Norton Town Hall
Thursday 28 November to Sunday I
December. 17 members, of OCG,
some local to this area, will be here
on Thursday 2-5pm, Friday–Sunday
10am-5pm; Oxfordshire Museum
Park Street, Woodstock 16
November-5 January
Tuesday–Saturday 10am-4.45pm,
Sundays 2-4.45pm Closed Mondays

www.tomocc.org.uk for details; The Gallery at the Old Fire
Station Gloucester Green, Oxford www.oldfirestation.org.uk
for details; SOTA Gallery, 9 Langdale Court, Witney
www.sotagallery.co.uk for details.

Other Arts Events
Two Christmas Workshops by Bliss Flowers: Table display
and vase hand tied: Thursday 28 November; Wreath and
garland: Thursday 5 December. 6.30–8.30pm Parish Rooms,
Church Street, Chipping Norton. £30 includes demonstration,
and materials for one pre-selected item. With Vicky Hubbard,
of Malpass, the flower shop formerly on West Street.
Enquiries and booking: 645476 or 077755 98317.

Charlbury Art Society. Demonstration and short talk on
‘Boats and Harbours’ by well known artist, book and DVD
presenter, Terry Harrison, showing techniques using water-
based paints. 7.30pm 13 November. Friends Meeting House,
Charlbury. Details www.charlburyarts.co.uk. No meeting in
December.

The Identification of Oriental Rugs and Carpets at the
Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts Society, Bob Gowland,,
from Phillips and Bonhams, talks about identifying rugs by
construction, materials and dyes, and finishes with a brief
journey through the world's main rug weaving areas

Wednesday13 November 11am with coffee and tea from
10.15am Bradwell Village Hall OX18 4XF Non-members
welcome (suggested donation £8).

Benjamin Britten's Centenary. One of many events
marking the centenary of Britten’s birth – held on the day
itself – Nicholas Cleobury conducts the English Chamber
Orchestra in a Centenary Birthday Concert 7.30pm 22
November at the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford. For details visit
www.britteninoxford.co.uk

Come and Sing Mozart’s
Requiem at St Mary's Church,
Charlbury directed by Chris Davey.
Morning and afternoon rehearsals,
with soloists and orchestra. Copies of
the score available to hire £2 (New
Novello edition). Performance at
7.30pm Saturday 23 November,
audience tickets: £8 on the door,
under 14s free. To reserve a place
contact Hilda Reed, 01608 810423 or
hilda.reed@btopenworld.com. Cost
for the day £15, £5 for under 18s.
Make your own arrangements for lunch or pre-book a special
deal at The Bull.

Lenthall Concert Season: In the December Concert
Michael Bochmann (violin) and David Watkins (harp) will be
joined by the up-and-coming young musicians of the
Oxfordshire County Harp Ensemble in a programme of music
by Bach, Saint-Saens and Watkins. 7.30 pm Wednesday 4
December Burford School Burford. Tickets available at the
door (£14) or in advance (£12) from Madhatter Bookshop
Burford, 01993 822539, from Music Stand, Witney, 01993
774890, or from Lenthall Concerts, 01993 824949. Details
www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk

Music on the Hill: CNS Allstars
perform in the Chapel at Kingham Hill
School as part of its autumn series of
concerts. Formed in 2007, the CNS
Allstars are a locally-based band who
enjoy playing a unique blend of swing, jazz
and rock‘n’roll. Join in the beautiful setting
of Kingham Hill School for fantastic

evening of music. A cash bar is available. Saturday 9 November
at 7.30pm. Tickets (£5) available in advance or on the door. To
book,contact events@kinghamhill.org or 731880.

Haydn’s Creation Chipping Norton Choral Society and
the Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Peter
Hunt. 7.30pm Saturday 7 Dec. St Mary’s Church, Chipping
Norton. Tickets £10 from Choral Society members, Jaffé &
Neale, email tickets@cncs.org.uk, or 684960. Under 14s free.
Tickets will available on the door at £12. 

If you would like to join this friendly choral society, see
www.cncs.org.uk, click onto ‘conductor's notes’ and see what
is rehearsed each Wednesday evening. Meet lots of like
minded people, over a hundred members at present, and take
part in some great performances throughout the year under
expert tuition and guidance of Peter Hunt. The choir is
particularly in need of more tenors; please contact secretary
Beth Sinclair on 641051 or bethsinclair2@gmail.com for
further information.
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PM joins in Friendship

On 20 September, the Friendship Club for the Bereaved were
joined by Late Spring at Highlands Day Centre for tea, cakes
and an informal chat with our MP David Cameron. David was
able to speak to all 22 people who attended on a wide range
of subjects, from pensions to coping with bereavement. The
Friendship Club was started by Pat Smith to offer friendship
to bereaved people and works very closely with Late Spring,
run by Age UK, for the help and support they offer. The
Friendship Club meets on the last Saturday of the month, 1.30
-3.30pm at Highlands Day Centre. lf you are bereaved come
and join Pat and friends and see what it's all about.

Pat Smith 678456

From Cosmos to Chastleton
An evening of worlds outside our own, as viewed by the
Hubble telescope, was presented by Grahame Kirby, in a
colourful slide presentation to the History Society on
Monday 14 October. 

Next month we will be back to earth with Sebastian
Conway, who is the house steward of Chastleton House. He
will be giving a talk about the ladies of Chastleton which
promises to be both interesting and informative. The talk will
be on Monday 11 November at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

Roz Boylan

CN Rotary roundup
Chippy Jazz and Music See p19 for full report and pictures.
Thanks to all who supported us, especially the pubs and cafes
which provided the venues and placed advertisements in
tickets, flyers and programmes. You are the rocks we rely
upon, so thank you so much for helping us to put on a great
day and raise over £3500 for charity.

Grand Fireworks Display Sunday 3 December at King’s
Stone Farm opposite the Rollright Stones. Gates open 6.30.
Ample parking, hot food and drinks. Tickets in advance from
Jaffé & Neale or on the gate.The aim is to have a great evening
for families and children, and if we make a bit for charity as
well – all the better!  All profits to Rotary Charities.

Annual Race Night A fun evening on Friday 21 February at
the New Beaconsfield Hall in Shipton-under-Wychwood. Full
details in next month’s News. To find out earlier, go to our
website and send us a message – we are always pleased to
hear from you.

World Polio Day 24 October The final push to eradicate
Polio is under way. Cases in the endemic countries have dropped.
However, millions must be vaccinated regularly until the disease
is wiped out to stop an occasional outbreak becoming a global
storm. To find out more search online for the Rotary Livestream
Event on 24 October. To find out more about Rotary google

Chipping Norton Rotary and browse the links. You can also send
me a message on-line through the website.

Amnesty International 
At our October meeting Joyce Rice talked about the
problems of the Roma across Europe and in particular
Romania, from where she has just returned. It was hard to
grasp the poverty they endure – 80% of the Roma have no
sanitation and their most common form of transport is still
horse and cart. Joyce and Baptist colleagues have helped some
Roma children by setting up casual school groups where they
can play and be helped with food and warm clothing. She also
helps a Roma family near Chipping Norton when needed.

We are hosting an Amnestea in the Lower Town Hall for
busy shoppers to enjoy tea and cake on Saturday afternoon
9 November. Also Christmas cards and raffle.

Allan Hogarth who is Head of Policy and Government
Affairs for Amnesty UK will be coming to chat to us about his
work on Thursday 14 November at 7pm (note early start)
and we will have a stall selling Christmas cards at the
Christmas Shopping Day on 7 December. Contact Priscilla
Peace 01451 830459 for details of all our activities.

Kaye Freeman

Scrabble in the Barn

Chipping Norton Scrabble club meets once a month on a
Thursday evening, 8pm. By March 2014 we'll have been going
for ten years! We have about 10 members of various ages
who get along well. Previously we have met at each other’s
houses, in or near Chippy; but recently we have been meeting
at The Chequers Chipping Norton. Thanks to landlord Jim for
the use of the room. We'd love to meet new members, so do
come along. Next meetings are 21 November (Chequers’
Barn) and 19 December (venue TBC).

If possible please email me if you're coming, so we know
how many boards to bring. gos.info@yahoo.co.uk Visit
http://chippyscrabble.webs.com/ for more information.

Sarah Turner
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Hitchmans Mews, 2 West Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AA
01608 643139

Wonderful in-salon treatments and a full range of
REDKEN and PUREOLOGY home hair products

For more information, opening times, special offers etc. please find
us on Facebook or visit our website www.rjhair.com

We are a REDKEN and
PUREOLOGY Salon

offering Fantastic Cuts
and Amazing Colours
including the stunning

new CHROMATICS
ammonia-free colours

Please like our page

Simon Hamilton
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Scouting out and about
Beavers We are concentrating on the friendship challenge
badge this term. We have sailed our boats, made last term, in
the brook in Chadlington. One Beaver has achieved his CSA
Bronze award, which is great news! November sees a Winter
Sleepover, in tents, at Horley Scout camp along with the
Extreme Oxfordshire Challenge, which the Scouts will also be
doing.

Cubs The cubs have made the most of what was left of the
light evenings by starting the term with the Athletics badge, or
in some cases, the Athletics Plus badge. They have also been
continuing work towards their Communications badge – new
technology such as texting and e-mailing has been tried as well
as the good old-fashioned 'can and string telephones' some of
which worked better than others. Cubs are now busy making
shadow puppets and working on a short play for their
characters which will go towards the Entertainment badge.

Scouts We have been concentrating on aspects of the
Promise Challenge, holding a fairly heated debate last week
on school times and whether the school day should be longer.
This proved a difficult role for those arguing in favour of a
longer school day....but they did very well! Some of our troop
attended County Patrol Camping Weekend (CPCW), where
the Scouts have to organise, shop and cook for the camp
themselves, as well as taking part in lots of fun activities over
the weekend. One Scout achieved her Outdoor Plus challenge
through the organisation of this. Our next major event is the
Winter Night Hike.

Explorers We are very proud that five of our explorers have
been selected to join Oxfordshire contingent at the 23rd

World Scouting Jamboree in Japan in 2015. Congratulations to
Jim Caldwell, Emily Marven, Orlando Ortona-Coles, Max
Ostrand and James Bushrod.

Sam Horner, Peter Johnson, George Harris, Josh Burtsal,
Sophie Fletcher and Jenny Staddon also had excellent
feedback on the work they did helping scouts with outdoor
activities at a recent District weekend camp. Apart from this
we also had a fun trip to Alton Towers and plan an overnight
Fright Hike followed by fireworks in early November.

Over the summer the Explorers have been working hard
on their Duke of Edinburgh awards including overnight hiking

and camping expeditions. On Friday 18 October John May, the
Secretary General of the Duke of Edinburgh's International
Award and North Oxfordshire Scout District Chairman,
presented awards to them in Glyme Hall. Well done to our
very active group. 

Green Gym in the undergrowth
This month we have been to very familiar sites: the
Millennium Wood at Kingham, the churchyard in Chippy and
the triangle site on the edge of the Common, near Travis
Perkins. And the jobs were very familiar too – clearing
brambles in Kingham and ivy and elder in the churchyard. The
elder was screening a view of St Mary’s church tower which

can now be enjoyed again from the stone seat – though the
new Rector’s wife told us that her children use the seat for a
different purpose: to reach the conkers! The corner of the
Common presented a different problem – Hairy willowherb
that was almost as tall as us – variety is the spice of life!

Join us on Wednesday mornings and get fit while caring for
the environment. There are jobs for all ages and abilities, there’s
no joining fee and lifts may be available. Visit our website:
www.chippygreengym.org, phone me on 01608 643269 or
email jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington

Tales from a Cruise Ship at CNWI
A very entertaining presentation by Martin and Maggie
Hannant held members of Chipping Norton Women’s
Institute enthralled on 9 October. Lively descriptions of life
aboard cruise liners in the Mediterranean Norwegian fjords,
the Baltic and the Caribbean intrigued and amused, while
details of shore excursions and Martin’s recent role as an
onboard lecturer contributed to an extremely enjoyable
afternoon.

At our next meeting on 13 November Mary Newman
will share her memories of working at Penhurst which should
be quite a nostalgic occasion. Visitors and new members are
always welcome to join us in the Lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Lions touch hearts
The Lions’ defibrillator project is clearly touching a chord –
we have received donations from the Chipping Norton Bowls
Club and £500 from the fundraising efforts of the customers
of The Red Lion where the second unit will be installed. With
continued local support we hope more will follow. Thank you
to all involved.

Despite this generosity we are not resting on our laurels.
Those who attended our Reindeer Race Party last autumn

CLUBS NEWS

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to
complement your home
surroundings

Custom made covers
for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:
Sue Hazell 01608 644 877
(30 years experience)
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are looking forward to this year's event on 23 November at
The Crown and Cushion. Some race sponsorship is still
available and entrance tickets are £3. We promise to give you
a fun-filled night. You might even win and all proceeds will help
support our local community work. For tickets and
information contact Bob Caswell 646003, Martin Guy 641154
or Graham Raven 645134.

And look out for Lions selling tickets for our traditional
Trolley Dash to be held at the Co-op on 22 December. 

Graham Raven 645134

Air Cadets flying high
A highlight for any air cadet is the chance to get up the air. Six
lucky cadets and a few excited staff joined an air to air refuelling
exercise over the North Sea – a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
Another outing to nearby Brize Norton witnessed the
decommissioning of a VC10 cargo plane. 

On 15 September our staff and cadets marched proudly
through Banbury for the Battle of Britain parade, with other
squadrons including a large contingent from the US air force.

On 24 September, we welcomed about 50 visitors at our
Open Evening. Dignitaries, parents and potential new cadets
were shown a wide range of activities, from field craft to first
aid, shooting to navigation. They got to taste ration pack food
and chat to cadets. The squadron was commended on its
smart turn out and parade drill.

Several senior cadets have obtained their BTEC in public
services, whilst some newer recruits have gained a St John’s
Ambulance first aid award. Four cadets have also been on a
self-defence course.

Finally, our cadets were successful at wing sports, winning
junior boys U16 swimming, both U16 and senior public
speaking and gaining 2nd in drill. These cadets went on to
represent Thames Valley Wing.

Air Cadets is for young people aged 13-17 yrs. If you are
interested becoming a cadet, or you would like to volunteer
as a member of staff or the civilian support committee, please
visit www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org.

Helen Haine

Alzheimer’s Group meetings 
Chipping Norton Carers Group Mondays 11 & 25
November 10.30-noon at the Fox Hotel. If you care for
someone with dementia come along and talk to others. 
Alzheimer’s Café Wednesday 6 November 2-4pm at the
People’s Church, Horsefair, Banbury. For those who have
dementia or their carers. Share information and experiences, or
just have a cup of tea and a chat. Friendly Alzheimer’s Society
staff and volunteers are there with information and support.
Singing for the Brain Mondays 4 & 18 November 10.30-
noon at Colin Sanders Innovation Centre, Mewburn Rd,
Banbury Fun, stimulating sessions, for people with dementia
and their carers. 
Cotefield Café Wednesday 20 November 2-4pm at
Cotefield Nurseries, Oxford Road, Banbury, OX15 4AQ
Social group at a local garden centre. Buy refreshments from
the café and enjoy a social afternoon!
A Celebration of Christmas Music at the Marlborough
Road Methodist Chapel 7.30pm 14 December 
Please call Frances or Shirley at the office on 01295 255957
for more information on any of these events.

West Oxfordshire Women's Institute 

WOWI has now been running for two years, with a vibrant
membership which has great fun at our monthly meetings.
October's 'craft circuits' saw us getting to grips with three
different crafts during the course of the evening, with some
fantastic results. On Monday 18 November we will be making
Christmas door wreaths, as these proved so popular last year,
and in December we'll make a decoration to grace our
Christmas tables! Craft activities are popular with our
members, but next year's programme will see these
interspersed with activities like bike maintenance and DIY, so
there really will be something for everyone! Membership of
the Women's Institute costs £33 each year, and you can find
out more about WOWI on our website,
www.westoxfordshirewi.co.uk, or on 646830. 

West Oxfordshire WI is an enterprising, welcoming WI
which meets at 7.30pm on the third Monday of the month, at
St Mary's Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton. 

Clare Mackintosh

Gardening gems at NOOG
North Oxfordshire Organic Gardeners held a well attended
Gardeners’ Question Time in October, with professional
gardeners Tracy Lean and Roger Naumann on the panel. These
events never fail to generate fascinating discussions and topics
included ant colonies and their impact on lawns, comparisons
of potting composts, and the value of green manures. On
Wednesday 6 November, Adam Twine, founding member of
Westmill Wind Farm Co-operative (between Oxford and
Swindon), will join us to share insights into the broad range of
community co-operatives that now exist. 7.30pm at the
Timberyard Room, Little Tew. Our 4 December ‘eating
meeting’ will centre round chutneys and pickles. Visitors are
welcome to join us. Phone 683624 for more information.

Lindsay Johnstone

Horticultural Winter Programme
October saw the first meeting of the winter season for
Chipping Norton Horticultural Association.  Around 50
members and friends were not disappointed with the return
visit of John Cornwall from Buckingham with his slide
presentation ‘Little Large’. John's close-up photography
showed us how beautiful the natural world really is.

On Wednesday 20 November the meeting begins at 7.15
with the AGM (please do not let that put you off), followed at
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7.30 with a presentation ‘Butterflies, moths and gardens’.  Sue
Dodd and Sue Smith from Stroud will give this illustrated talk
in the Methodist Church Hall. More details on this and the
rest of the winter programme are available from the secretary
Eileen Forse on 643275.

Railways from Sidmouth to Japan
Once again I am struggling to find new ways to say the Railway
Club had yet another hot, sunny day for our trip to the Great
Central Railway in Loughborough on 22 September. At Quorn
station there was a WW2 theme with films, a mock air-raid
shelter and a NAAFI tea bar, great stuff! The day ended with
a pub stop at the Joseph Arch in Barford; they are getting to
know us now and we are made very welcome. The Great
Central Railway will also be the subject in December; speaker
Chris Bazely will entertain us for our festive meeting to end
the current season. 

More films at the October meeting from Michael
Clemens with local footage; including Chippy, Kingham, Hook
Norton and Moreton-in-Marsh. Coincidentally, as ‘yours truly’
was sunning herself in Sidmouth, members were viewing
scenes of Sidmouth Station in the 50s/60s. All that is left of
happier days is Station Road. Mike’s father Jim Clemens
accumulated such a large collection of railway film, he is often
called upon by the BBC and other film makers when archive
material is needed. 

On 5 November we have a further visit from Colin
Boocock with ‘Railways of Japan’. This subject is definitely
worth a visit, so do come along for a warm welcome with free
tea/coffee and biscuits offered in the interval. 

Estelle Brain

Clear nights to come for stargazers
The clouds of early autumn have disrupted several observing
nights but the rest have been excellent and well attended.

With the summer
constellations slowly
slipping away and the
prospect of the dark crisp
clear nights to come.
CNAAG astronomers are
well prepared and eager
for a productive winter.
Our diary for November
is filling up well with
astronomical events at six
local primary schools and
a scout troop. We were
also guests of Shipston
Primary and Radio
Winchcombe at the end of
September and Wyck
Rissington WI in early
October. We have already
imaged the faint

approaching comet ISON which may grace our early morning
skies from the end of the month. Our guest speaker on
Monday 18 November in The Fox is Geoffrey Cotterill,
everyone welcome. Plans for StargazingLIVE 2014 are already
taking shape ensuring that we will have a busy astronomical
January. For everyone interested in space and the universe,
CNAAG is a highly active and enthusiastic national
astronomical society and we welcome everyone to any of our
meetings. Visit www.cnaag.com for details.

MS Society seeks volunteers
The West Oxon branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society
continues to add to our services to those affected by MS
locally so we need more volunteers. This could be you! A wide
range of activities could include fundraising (eg street
collections), helping with the Branch Newsletter, or with
activities or events or helping with administration. You don’t
need any specific expertise, just enthusiasm and good humour
– though there is training for some roles. Please contact me
for more information (645988 or ptr.branson@gmail.com)

We had a delightful social in September with a talk from
Chrissie about her trip to Rwanda to help in the schools. 2
November we have a Gift Fair in the Langdale Hall Witney. 7
December we have our annual Christmas lunch and on
Saturday 21 December will be running the coffee morning in
the Methodist Church in Witney. We are currently planning
events for 2014 – please send me your ideas.

Those affected by MS may be interested in OxNA – the
Neurological Alliance for Oxfordshire which represents all
neurological conditions locally and is working with the
County Council and NHS to provide the best services. There
is an Open Forum in Kennington on 14 November – come
along and help shape the future of the local alliance. Contact
Peter Branson (details above) for more information.
Contact details: Local helpline: 0800 917 9790, or national helpline:
0808 800 8000. Branch website: www.mssociety.org.uk/near-
me/branches/west-oxfordshire-branch

Peter Branson 645988

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDREN!S CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON
LEISURE CENTRE

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

WWW.MARTIALARTSVOUCHER.CO.UK

CNAAG member Alexandra
Brown’s mobile phone photo of
the Moon, featured on ‘The Sky

At Night'

Robin Smitten 
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Kingham Rotary recruits 4-legged friend

Rotary Blue is the new name for a 14-year-old piebald gelding
recently bought by the Club for Riding for Disabled (RDA)
Chipping Norton. The club raised the £2,700 cost through
events with RDA and is delighted that a new horse for adult
riders has been bought for the first time. The club will also
contribute to the running costs of £1600 per year. Rotary
Blue will need a new pair of shoes which cost £60 every five
weeks! Chipping Norton Rotary has already helped with
£1100 from Chippy Jazz.

Single File enjoys music and more
Music has featured large in our programme this month. We
greatly enjoyed a concert by Choros, a top-notch local choir,
which ranged from madrigals, through jazz to Maori songs.
Then later we heard a renowned Welsh male voice choir in
Brailes and Jazz-swing in the Town Hall. We have also enjoyed
a day at Moreton agricultural show, walking in the Malverns,
two pub lunches and a film at Chippy Theatre.

Single File is a social group based in Chippy for single
people between 50 and 70, including widowed, separated or
divorced. We are not a dating agency, just a group of people
who enjoy going out together with a full programme of events
every month. Many members have a professional or business
background but all are welcome.

We hold a fortnightly pub evening at which new people
can meet us. The next ones will be on Friday 8 & 22
November. If you are interested, phone our enquiries line on
077655 98518 or email enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk. New
members are very welcome.

Chipping Norton Conservatives
At our luncheon at The Blue Boar in October local architect
Alex Corfield gave us a fascinating history of the former town
workhouse. He gave a description of its recent conversion for
housing and enlightened us about life for the residents. It was
interesting to compare how we currently deal with people
who need support and welfare. Life in the days of the
workhouse had no pleasures but at least inmates were fed
and housed. Thanks Alex for your research.

On 14 November Mark Hatcher MNAEA Area Manager
of Chancellors will talk on Housing Issues Today. With

proposed developments on various sites round the Town and
local planning issues, we should have a lively meeting.

We meet for lunch on the second Thursday of each
month at The Blue Boar at 12.30am and enjoy a choice of
main and coffee for £10. If you would like to come along, you
would be most welcome. Visit www.chippytories.org for more
information. Please let Richard Benfield know on 645793
(colrichy@gmail.com) or Mike Howes on 642423
(mikehowes36@gmail.com)

Folk Club
The last few months have seen quite an influx of new
members, both musicians and audience. This month, in
contrast, we were rather thin on the ground; around ten
musicians and a similar number who came to listen. Was the cool,
damp weather keeping people away? Despite this, the range of
music performed was as diverse as ever, with the preponderance
of singer-songwriters showing just what an important creative
outlet our local Folk Club is. Guitars still predominate, but we
also had performances on hammer dulcimer, Appalachian
dulcimer, penny whistle, pan-flute and harmonica. As usual we had
a good turnout of performers who sing unaccompanied (a much
more difficult art than it seems), giving a chance for the audience
to join in, creating the lovely communal singing which for me is
the high spot of any club night. It always puts me in mind of the
glorious singing in Welsh pubs.

This is a club where everyone is welcomed and
appreciated, and beginners are as warmly applauded as the old
hands. It isn't just folk; anything goes. So, come along....listen,
join in, perform. Next meeting is 11 November – see diary for
details or visit www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

Terry Babbage

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 
Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Rotarians welcoming the new member(!) with Martin Dare in
the saddle and Graham More and Harriet Atkinson. Gwyn

Devas (left) is from the RDA and Sally is from Durham’s Farm
Chastleton where the RDA operates

Richard Benfield/Mike Howes 
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our U9 development squad. Huge congratulations to Rosa
Pemberton, Emily Rowe, Kira Westerman, Hattie Maundsley
and Emily Middleton who passed the selection process with
flying colours. If you are interested in joining the club, please
email higher-energy@hotmail.co.uk to find out more.

Fiona Middleton

Chipping Norton Bowls Club
Thursday 26 September the
Club hosted the presentation
evening for the winners of
the West Oxfordshire mixed
triples outdoor league. A
match between mixed teams
from across the league
against the winners of 2013
season Witney Town Blues,
was followed by a buffet
supper.  At the end of the
meal Mike Harris the
Chairman of the league told
those attending, ‘It has been a
very successful year with more teams participating. I would
like to thank the ladies for an excellent buffet this evening and
the events organisers for making the season such a success.
We look forward to seeing you all again in 2014’. Mike is
pictured above presenting the trophy to Mel Cameron,
Captain of the winning team.

Clubs participating in the event were from Chipping
Norton, Bloxham, Woodstock, Middle Barton and Charlbury,
Witney Town and the winners, Witney Town Blues. 

John Bowlt  684140

4 Shires Swimming Club
The Club started the new academic
year with a new structure designed to
tailor the training sessions to the
swimmers’ abilities and fitness level. All
swimmers are now in squads with an

emphasis on preparation for competition, with separate
sessions for stamina and technique. There is still something
for everyone with each squad catering for different abilities
and those who prefer not to compete, but with this system
the training will be much more efficient. The swimmers are
already seeing the benefits.

As a result of this we have spaces in our development
squad and would invite any budding swimmers to come for a
trial – generally on the last Thursday of the month. Visit
www.4shires.co.uk for information.

Thank to the Leisure Centre, our home pool, for opening
up another session for us on Tuesday evening. This is a stamina
session solely for our A and B squads. With most of them
having already swum before school that morning, the
swimmers sleep well on a Tuesday night!

All swimmers were due to take part in our Club
Championships at Carterton over two weekends in October. 

Sarah Holland

SPORTS NEWS

Sam beats par and wins award

Local Chippy lad Sam Evans was last reported in the News for
his cricketing prowess. This year his score of 119 not out
helped Chippy’s Saturday 2nd XI win a cup final for the first time
in their 180 year history and he is one of only two players in
the Oxfordshire Cricket Association to score over 1000 runs. 

Now 25-year-old Sam has
just won an award for his new
day job. After starting out
working at Heythrop Park’s
new golf course he moved in
June to Oakland Park Golf
Club in Chalfont St Giles as
Deputy Head Greenkeeper.
Whilst there he has done a
Level 3 diploma in Sportsturf
(Greenkeeping) at
Myerscough College. Sam has
just taken second place at the
National Young Greenkeeper
of the year competition in

York. The awards by the British and International Golf
Greenkeepers Association were the culmination of months of
interviews carried out across the country as the initial
applicants, out of 3500 student greenkeepers, were whittled
down to just eight. On the final day the candidates were first
asked to assess the compaction and thatch layer on three tees
on Aldwark Manor Golf Course, and formulate a programme
of aeration work to improve them. They were also required
to give an overview on the condition of all other areas of the
course. They then faced a 45-minute interview with an expert
panel including BIGGA’s Sami Strutt who said ‘The standard
was again superb this year and we were very impressed by the
high level of knowledge demonstrated in the students’
technical reports, and also their composure in a tough
interview situation.’ 

Sam wins an all expenses trip to the golf exhibition and
educational week in Harrogate in January, receiving all courses
and seminars for free.

Higher Energy Trampoline Club
The Club holds weekly sessions at the Leisure Centre on
Saturdays. Sessions are run by British Gymnastic trained staff
who offer a fun, safe and progressive recreational programme
for children. Where appropriate children can also represent
the club across the region.  We welcome several new faces to

ALLOTMENTS
Available to rent at the William Fowler Allotment, Burford
Road. To find out details please contact Janet at the Town

Clerk’s office on 01608 642341 9am-1 pm.
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This is the story of how Chipping Norton’s Joe Boobyer,
through determination and hard work, finally made it to the
top. He started training in his late teens to be a boxer at Dave
Earle's spit & sawdust gym at Banbury. His sparring partner
was Rob Evans, now one of the top male
models in the world. After going for a
couple of years every Tuesday and
Thursday but not getting any fights, he
decided to join Stuart Davies' MMA and
Muay Thai class at Adderbury Village Hall
(with the help of a free taxi – me!!). He
got half a dozen cage fights at Southend,
did well but preferred stand up to full
MMA and decided to book a trip to the
Tiger Muay Thai gym in Thailand for six
months. His first fight was at the BBQ
Beatdown 37 against David from
Australia. I think he's still bruised,
battered and dizzy now!! He was now fighting at Bangla
stadium where he won his first belt against a man five stone
heavier than him, knocking him out in round two. He also
fought in China twice. The first time he was asked to throw the
fight because his Chinese opponent took one look and refused
to fight him!! Joe refused but they said they would withhold his
purse money and his passport so Joe danced around for three
rounds and lost on points!! His opponent came to Joe's
dressing room after to thank him for letting him win and not

A Sporting Life
Joe Boobyer – World Muay Thai Champion

hitting him!! The second time they picked his ring walk music
which was Billy Jean, so he moonwalked to the ring!!

Joe then came back home for a year and managed to get
a job with Redlay Flooring and saved for his next trip. This

time he booked with Lion Muay Thai
gym and got on the sponsored fight
team. He has been there for about a
year now. He has won two more
Bangla Stadium titles and, as the title
says, a world championship belt. This
was won in Bangkok, at the first WMF
(World Muay Thai Federation) Pro
World Championships. He won it in
20 seconds putting his opponent down
for 8 seconds with a head kick and
then finishing the fight with a flying
knee!! He has also fought in the Silk
Road trophy in Uzbekistan and Super

Kombat new heroes in Dubai. He has been struggling lately
with niggly injuries and now has a badly bruised foot and
toe so can't fight and when you don't fight, you don't earn.
It's a very hard sport with not too much money to win. If
anybody would like to sponsor Joe, just contact me on
07766 404492 or pop in to WH Smith and speak to Gill.
Most of Joe's fights are on youtube if you want to watch
him in action. Hopefully he can carry on and win more
titles. Mick Boobyer
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Chipping Norton School
The Lord Speaker visits CNS As part of the ‘Peers in

Schools’ outreach programme, Baroness D’Souza, Lord
Speaker of the House of Lords, visited the School and met
with an audience of Sixth Form and Year 11 students to talk
about her work and the role of the House of Lords. This
inspired discussions on subjects as varied as the changing
membership of the Houses of Parliament, the problem of
voter apathy, and the importance of political education in
schools. 

Head Girl, Jess Falconer-Hall, commented, ‘We all really
enjoyed this exciting and engaging experience. It allowed us to
expand our knowledge of politics and Parliament, as well as
allowing us to challenge the modern assumptions of our
Government.’

Mr Ward, Philosophy and RE teacher and leader of the
school’s debating club, added, ‘Baroness D’Souza presented
democracy as an adventure we are all invited to take part in.
Our students certainly rose to the challenge with their
insightful questioning. I have every confidence that there is a
future peer among them!’

Sixth Form Open EveningAnyone interested in applying for
a place at our Sixth Form is invited to our Open Evening on
Thursday 21 November from 6pm. For further information
please visit www.chipping-norton.oxon.sch.uk or call  642007.

‘Going for Gold’ at CNS Another very successful Gold
Duke of Edinburgh expedition ran during the summer. The

students involved displayed the skills, determination and
mentality which are required to complete their 80 mile four-
day canoeing expedition down the River Wye. ‘I really enjoyed
the expedition with my group this summer; all the planning
and preparation paid off and putting into practice everything
we learnt, the whole experience was so rewarding.’ said Bally
Bhogal, Sixth Form student.

Hockey success! What a great start to the term with the
first Hockey matches of the season all resulting in fantastic
result. Five teams from Chipping Norton School played
Burford with 4 wins and 1 loss and the Year 7 & 8 teams
played brilliantly winning their matches against Bartholomew.

Under 11s Football Tournament Ten teams of boys and
ten teams of girls from our primary partnership schools took
part in the tournament with Year 12 Sports Leaders who
were refereeing, scoring and showing their leadership skills
working with the younger children. 

Congratulations to Chadlington who won the Small
School section and Kingham who won both the Boys and
Girls Big School sections and a big well done to all the pupils
for their hard work and commitment. 

Australian students in
School Students from Calsrossy
and William Cowper School in
NSW, Australia visited our school
as part of their sports tour
around the UK. The visitors
played our senior students in
their given sport. The Hockey
ended in a 0-0 draw, and the
Australians won the Netball with
a final score of 30-15. The 1st XV
Rugby match finished on a 26-19
win for the Australians, whilst the
U15 Rugby finished on a very

close 33-32 with Chipping Norton just taking the win. 

Sports Award Evening At the annual Sports Awards
evening students and teams from each year group were
nominated for awards having demonstrated outstanding
dedication or sporting ability during the past year. 

The school was honoured to have the British Olympic
200m athlete, Christian Malcolm, present the numerous
trophies. He talked about the difficulties he has faced
throughout his sporting career and explained how
important it is to be determined to succeed regardless of
these obstacles. Hector Stapleton, Year 7 Sportsman of the
Year commented, ‘It was a good talk by Christian Malcolm,
who told us never to give up even if you are finding it
hard’. 

Dog Mess:  a plea from the Headteacher Despite the
fact that the school field is private property, with signs to this
effect, a number of dog owners are allowing their dogs on to
the field and then allowing them to foul the field. This is a real
problem for our students and increasingly we are receiving
complaints from students about soiled clothing and kit due to
dog mess. Dog mess is a real health risk, especially to children.
If you are a dog owner, please do not allow your dog onto the
school field. If you see someone allowing their dog to foul the
field, please report it to the police or the school. Thank you!

Sixth form and Year 11 senior prefects with Baroness D'Souza
and Peter Ward, Head of RE and Philosophy 

Chipping Norton School’s sporting stars celebrating their
achievements with British Olympian, Christian Malcolm
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St Mary’s Primary 
What did you
want to be when
you grew up? As
part of Year 1 & 2’s
project ‘All About
Me’, the children
asked their parents
what life was like
when they were
growing up and
what they wanted

to be when they grew up. A visit from one parent proved that
your dream at age seven can come true. Peter Clarke, talked
to the children about his childhood, and wanting to be in the
army when he grew up. His parents encouraged him to join
the RAF at seventeen. Peter brought with him his pace stick
and taught the children how to march, stand at ease and stand
to attention. ‘It’s the best activity we have taken part in, we
had to stand very straight and quiet, and it made us giggle’.

Culture Club Miss Halliwell returned for a special culture
chat club session to record some children in Years 4 and 5.
This is for her to demonstrate culture chat as part of an e-
conference ‘Reform Symposium 4’, which will be seen by
educators from around the world over the internet. We shall
continue our culture chat and blog page in term 2 with
children from key stage 2. 

Open Morning St Mary’s opened its doors to the public at
the end of September. Visitors were delighted with the
informative tours given by some very capable year 6 children.
Visitors joined in classroom activities and had an opportunity
to meet with the Headteacher and Governors. Anyone
wishing to visit the school with a view to a place for their
child in September will be warmly welcomed by the
headteacher, Yvonne Barnes.

School Prayer Space Fiona Rossington (Diocesan Governor)

reports: From 7-11 October, Room 6 was turned into an
interactive Prayer Space that provided the opportunity for
staff and parents as well as pupils to reflect on their lives and
the wider world from a spiritual perspective in a calm
environment. The room was decorated creatively to inspire
prayer and reflection. The space was divided into four zones
where different aspects of prayer were considered. In each of
the four zones there was a volunteer to help the children if
needed; the volunteers came from the various churches in the
Chipping Norton area. Parents were invited to visit the space
after school. The children were invited to write their thoughts
at the end of the session. These ranged from ‘It made me feel

good inside’ or ‘I loved it! I’m not really into this type of stuff
but you made it really fun. Thank you’ to ‘Everything inspired
me!’.
Foundation classes Last month the News included a picture
of Hazel Class this month it’s the turn of Apple Class. 

In the foundation unit we took the opportunity when the
fair came to town to
change our role play
area into a fairground
full of exciting activities
such as creating roller
coasters for marbles, a
mini bumper cars game
and a lucky dip. The
children enjoyed
making toffee apples
and candyfloss to sell, as
well as providing tickets for activities. We are now busy setting
up dinosaur land!!

Christmas Bazaar We continue to fundraise for more
books for our new Library and to build up a fund to be able
to replace books in the future, as well as for other projects in
the school. With this in mind our Christmas Bazaar will be
held at the school on Saturday 30 November, from 12 noon
till 3 pm. There will be all the usual Christmas treats including
Father Christmas, lucky dips and the very popular, chocolate
tombola! Please come along for plenty of fun and to support
a very worthy project. 

Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE

Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain

and throughout Europe.
Experienced and helpful staff. Specialist to the antique trade.

Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600
www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk

“Moving people with care”
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Holy Trinity Primary
Annual Harvest Mass Well done to our children for

presenting a wonderful, thought provoking Harvest Festival
on 10 October. The singing filled the Church beautifully and it
was clear that each class had worked hard to demonstrate
their artistic skills and to write and learn their poems, prayers,
songs and scripts. The display of food at the altar was amazing
and a heart-warming symbol of your generosity.

Thank you so much to everyone who gave a donation for
the North Oxfordshire Food Bank. The food was collected
today, and they were so thrilled with all the donations and
support from the school.

Holy Trinity TLC Day Our Autumn Clean of the school
grounds and wild garden took place on Sunday 20 October.
We swept, painted, dug, planted and generally tidied up our
school grounds. Thank you to Wyatt’s Farm for supplying
spring bulbs for us to plant around the school and a big thank
you to all our volunteers for donating their time and energy. 

Volunteer Reading Scheme As part of a government
initiative Holy Trinity is starting a reading programme where
volunteers can come into school and read to the children to
promote a love of books and model effective reading skills. If
you have any spare time and would like to come in and read
to individual children, please contact the school office on
643487.

Family Disco and Barbecue The PTA Family Disco and
Barbecue was a great success and well attended. The children
were entertained with plenty of activities including face and
nail painting, karaoke singing, dancing and barbecue. The PTA
raised an amazing £900. 

We are very grateful at Holy Trinity for all the hard work
that the PTA put into these events and thank them for their
continued support and time.

School Council The School Council (pictured below) had
their first meeting this term and have decided that their first
challenge will be to hold a ‘Wear Pink’ day to raise funds for
Breast Cancer Research. They also helped to organise our
TLC day on Sunday 20 October.

Charity Fundraising So far, the school has raised funds for
MacMillan Cancer Trust by holding an Afternoon Tea and Cake
Sale on 27 September, which was primarily to raise funds for
this great cause, but also an opportunity for parents to meet
the new Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher. We raised
£160 through the sale of the multitude of home-made cakes
donated by our children and their parents.

‘It was great to see so many parents supporting this great
cause and both of us were touched by the warm welcome we
received .’ – Mrs Buchanan and Mr Adams.



Acorns Primary
Acorns Veggi-Pal
Challenge Pupils at
Acorns Primary have
been taking part in the
Veggi-Pal Challenge to
raise funds for Barnado’s.
Associate Headteacher
Ms O’Sullivan led a
whole-school assembly
about the charity and in
particular children who

act as young carers.
Pupils were then set a
challenge - to design
and create a friend for
themselves made out
of any vegetable of
their choosing. The
children then had to
give their new friend a
name, look after it and
make sure it had fun
for two weeks, keeping
a diary of their
exploits together!

Lots of children participated in the challenge and there
were some wonderful creations made out of different types
of vegetable including marrow, butternut squash, cabbage,
onion and potato, with some having clothes too! Pupils
brought their veggi-pals to and from school and also to the
shops, after school clubs, houses of friends and relatives, and
even the theatre!

Each child was given a Veggi-pal envelope to gather
donations, and all envelopes were entered in a prize draw to
win a Barnado’s bear. The children learnt a lot about the role
of young carers and children not as fortunate as themselves
as well as having great fun and raising money for a worthwhile
cause.

Great Rollright Primary
Our Harvest Service at the start of October was planned by
children in Years 4, 5, and 6, and it was lovely to see so many
parents in church to listen to the words they had written. On
14 October we held our annual soup supper which has
become so popular we have had to move it from the school
hall to the Village Hall! All of the money we collect at this
event goes to support St Andrew’s Church’s collection for
Tearfund.

We are collecting the ‘Let’s Grow’ vouchers which are
on offer at Morrison’s stores, so if anyone has any spare, we
would be delighted to give them a good home. The Eco
School Committee in Mountains Class is launching an eco-
project, and would love to receive donations of plants,
cuttings or potted herbs.

The Friends of Great Rollright Primary School held their
AGM on 4 October, and elected a new committee of trustees
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to organise events and fundraising activities for the year
ahead. They kicked off the year with a ‘Spooky Party’ on the
last day of term, which the children all loved.

Great Rollright Primary School Christmas cards are now
available. They cost £3.95 for a pack of ten, and are available
from the school office. 

Kingham Primary
Autumn term has proved to be
particularly successful on the sporting
front for Kingham Primary. Children
from across KS2 represented the
school at the WOSSP cross country
event and out of a field of over 100
children we were placed 1st and 2nd for the boys U11 and 2nd

for the girls U11– clearly all that early morning training by the
year 6 class has paid off. We also put forward a boys and girls
team in the Chipping Norton partnership U11 football
competition and again brought home the winners’ trophies to
add to our growing collection of silverware. We hope we can
continue to build on this success with the upcoming hockey
tournament.

Harvest Festival was enjoyed by all with a service led by
Reverend Salter in St Andrew’s church, the children took
great care and pride in decorating boxes and envelopes to
bring their donations in and we managed to raise over £400
for our nominated charity ‘Send A Cow’. The donation was
added to by the sale of the apples from our bountiful tree and
additionally the produce grown in the school grounds by our
gardening club. A lot of chutney making will be taking place I
am sure! 
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Middle Barton Primary
Middle Barton School has had a thrilling and action packed
first term back at school. We have welcomed author Adrian
Townsend into school, taken part in interschool sports

competitions, celebrated harvest festival with the community
and the Year 5 and 6 children have been on their residential
trip to Glasbury!

Happy Harvest! On 11 October members of our local
community joined us for the afternoon to celebrate Harvest.
The children gave a wonderful assembly, with Year 5 and 6
holding a Happy Harvest Tea. In the weeks leading up to the
celebration, Oak Class wrote and delivered letters of
invitation as well as making flower posies and cakes.

Woodlands Full of Oaks On 14 October, 26 excited
children boarded a bus destined for a week of adventure at
the outdoor activity centre Woodlands. During their visit, Year
5 and 6 participated in a range of outdoor activities such as
canoeing, caving and mountain walking. The children, and
teachers, thoroughly enjoyed their visit.

Open Morning on 7 November we are holding an open
morning to showcase the outstanding and inspiring work that
goes on in our school. Please contact the school for more
details on 01869 340522. 

Sibford School
Youngsters between
the ages of two and
four are being invited
to come and get dirty
at Sibford Junior
School! The Quaker
school in Sibford
Ferris, near Banbury is
hosting a Forest School
Family Fun Afternoon
on Wednesday 13
November. Activities
will include making
mud pies and brews,
carving, threading and
weaving. Meanwhile
parents and carers can

enjoy tea and cake in the comfort of the Junior School. Nicola
Watson, head of Sibford’s Early Years Foundation Stage said:
‘We hope that the children who come along and join us will
have a great afternoon of making play and learning. At the
same time parents will have the opportunity to see for
themselves what our Junior School has to offer.’ Sibford Junior
School welcomes children from the age of three on both a
part time and full time basis. Child Care Vouchers can be used
to offset fees for children up to the age of 5. The Forest
School Family Fun Afternoon will take place between 2pm and
3.30pm. To reserve your place contact Elspeth Gregory on
01295 781203 or email egregory@sibfordschool.co.uk

Windrush Valley School

The Butterfly House at Blenheim Palace proved to be a
wonderful outing for our Foundation Unit children and staff.
They were mesmerised by the variety of butterflies flying freely
around them, and often landing on them! The children have been
inspired by their visit and painted some beautiful butterflies to
decorate their classroom wall. Thank you to all the staff at
Blenheim Palace, who made this such an enjoyable trip.

First matches of the season Thank you to Kitebrook School
who hosted a wonderful U11/10 netball and football match. It
was a fair result, with Windrush footballers coming home with
an 11-2 victory and the girls a very credible 11-6 defeat (with
one player down)! Well done footballers: Finley Pemberton, Jake
& Charlie Maudsley, Lorimer Kay, Benjamin Lewis-Ing, Ben
Hubbard, Geronimo Neate-James and Greg Davies. Equally well
done netballers: Albertine Wheeler, Ella Frost, Jessica Todd, Emily
Whitear, Delphine Townley and Sophie Rowe.



Praise for Maternity Unit
Three weeks ago I was
fortunate enough to be a guest
at the Chippy Maternity Unit
where at 5.25pm on Friday 20
September our beautiful baby
girl was born. I wanted to write
and share with your readers
two things. Firstly that, yes, the
unit is open again (I have
spoken to many people since
the birth of my daughter who

had no idea that it had reopened) and secondly that it is
utterly fabulous! 

Our daughter’s arrival was made all the more special
thanks to the amazing care we received from the midwives
and staff at the maternity unit. It wasn’t just the birth but the
support throughout and after my pregnancy, knowing there
was always a friendly voice at the end of the phone ready to
answer my questions and reassure me. Every midwife, and
believe me I saw them all at one time or another, joined with
me in my excitement and made me feel safe and confident. 

Initially worried that my husband wouldn’t make it home
in time for the birth, the staff and midwives did everything
they could to put my mind at rest, including a home visit to
plan a home birth, should I go into labour suddenly in the
middle of the night without him there. As it was it all worked
out very well. On the big day I happily walked around Chippy
waiting for my husband to get home. I decided against the
suggestion that I should walk the aisles of Sainsbury’s in the
event that should my waters break I would receive a supply of
nappies and instead opted to have lunch in Whistlers. When it
became clear that I wouldn’t be receiving free food and wine
for life I made my way to the maternity unit. 

We were greeted by my midwife who would stay with me
throughout the birth and taken to our room. Having checked
my birth plan and spoken to me on the phone throughout the
morning she knew exactly the sort of birth I wanted. The
lights were dimmed, music on and soft scent of aromatherapy
oils filled the air, it was wonderful and I felt immediately
relaxed. After a fairly swift labour, our daughter was born, a
few friendly faces popped their heads round the door to
congratulate us and we were left to enjoy our new arrival. We

34

LETTERS

left three hours later feeling thoroughly elated. The entire
experience from start to finish had been great, so thank you
to all the staff and midwives at Chipping Norton Maternity
Unit. If I was allowed to have any more children I would
certainly come back to you but after three girls my husband
has put his foot down citing something about three weddings
and not enough bathrooms in the house! 

One very impressed customer.

Boost for Legion funds
On Saturday 28 September
over 50 members and guests
enjoyed a dinner and dance at
the Crown & Cushion, Chipping
Norton, with music provided by
the Eric Stevens Band. A raffle
and an auction of a weekend
stay at the hotel gave a boost to
Legion funds. Our thanks go to
Secretary Mike Dixon for
organising another successful
evening and to Linda and all her
staff at the Crown & Cushion.

Steve Kingsford, Chipping
Norton Royal British Legion

Town Hall windows
I was so pleased to see the Town Hall windows being painted
last month, they seemed to be an area that had been ignored
in the past and now with a bright new coat of paint, do justice
to a building we can be proud of. As with the maintenance of

Holly Jean at 2 days old

Branch Treasurer Mike
Howes opened the dancing
with Linda Maia e Silva of

the Crown & Cushion

Photo: Don Davidson

Charlie Potter
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the railings, gardens and general tidiness of the Town, it all
helps to encourage visitors who give a boost to our economy. 

Judy Buckingham

Doing it for Dad

On Saturday 21 September my sister, sister in law, our five
daughters and I took part in the memory walk in aid of The
Alzheimer’s Society in the beautiful grounds of Waddesdon
Manor. We decided to do this 10k walk as our Dad (Roy
Watson) was diagnosed with dementia two years ago and we
wanted to give something to this extremely worthwhile
charity which helps thousands of families like ours. As there
were eight of us we thought we would aim to raise £500
which would no doubt help the charity enormously. However,
thanks to our wonderful family, friends and Oxfordshire Fire
Service we smashed our target and our final amount came to
£1,077.68. We would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who sponsored us so very much. 

Debbie (Rose), Sophie, Sam, Ashlee, Ami, Lucie,
Holly and Abbie.

Public use for Police Station
We understand that our police station will be closing in the next
year or two, and ask that the Town Council should start a campaign
to consider keeping the land for public use. Housing would not be
very apt for this island site, and there should be enough room for
disabled parking and, for example, for visitors to the Library.

Sally Jaffé

Thanks for Biggest Coffee Morning 
In September Bippity Boo (the gift shop next to The Theatre
Box Office) hosted a Macmillan Cancer Support coffee
morning in The Theatre bar area. Wow, what a fantastic turn
out! You can never judge how many people will come and
support but all I knew was that everyone loves a slice of cake
and we certainly didn’t disappoint. The large table and bar area
were covered in every kind of cake you could think of, all the
children’s eyes just lit up followed by a ‘wow!’ We all had a
fantastic time and didn’t stop for the whole three hours. The
grand total raised was £710. Well done everyone! I would like
to say a HUGE thank you to everyone who helped in some
way but in particular to Sarah, Ivan, Jo, Lucia and daughter Lilly
who made her Mum stay for the whole 3 hours as she wanted
to help and The Theatre staff for their support. Finally, thank
you for all the generous cake donations and raffle prizes from
local businesses, it was a great team effort! Thank you. 

Lisa Barnes
(Now in its 23rd year, The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning is

Macmillan Cancer Support’s biggest fundraiser of the year. Last
year 1,299 Coffee Mornings took place across Oxfordshire,

raising over £138,000) 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not
necessarily those of the Team.
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November (News out Monday 28th October)
1st Save the Children Coffee Morning 10-noon Churchill

& Sarsden Village Hall 
3rd Christmas Bazaar 10-1 Over Norton Village Hall

Ramblers 1.30pm New Street car park - details 641222
Rotary Grand Fireworks Display Gates open 6.30pm -
at King’s Stone Farm - see p22

5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p25
6th U3A 2.30 Methodist Hall Words & Music of the 30s & 40s

NOOG in Little Tew see p24
7th CRUK Pub Quiz The Sun Hook Norton details p13
8th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35

Sing File pub night for new members see p26
9th Amnestea 2.30-4.30 Lower Town Hall see Advert p17
11th History Society 7.30pm Methodist Hall  - see p22

Folk Club 8pm The Blue Boar: ‘Anything Goes’ - see p26
13th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Overseas

Missions/World Church
CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall see p23

14th Amnesty meeting 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p22
16th CN Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30

Methodist Christmas Bazaar 11am-1pm see p 11
Sunshine Cat Rescue Xmas Bazaar 10.30-4 Town Hall

16th Save the Children Afternoon Tea 2.45-4.30  Lower
Town Hall details p6
The Great Gatsby in Churchill 7.30 - see p7

18th Astronomy Group meeting 7.30 The Fox see p25
WOWI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p24

20th Teenage Cancer Trust Coffee Morning 9am-noon Town
Hall - all welcome
Horticultural Assoc 7.30pm Methodist Hall  - see p24

21st Scrabble Club Chequers Barn see p 22
22nd Lions’ Reindeer Racing Crown & Cushion - see p24

Chadlington Flower Club Open Meeting 7.30 Town Hall
Sing File pub night for new members see p26

30th Graffiti Classics 8pm Gt Rollright Village Hall see p20

December (News out Monday 25th November)
1st Christmas Tree Light Fixing 9am Town Hall see p7

Ramblers 1.30pm New Street car park - details 641222
3rd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p25
4th U3A 2.30 pm Methodist Hall A History of Christmas Carols

NOOG in Little Tew see p24
5-8 Methodist Christmas Tree Festival see advert p7
7th Christmas Shopping Event 10am-4.30 see p7

Last month’s Chippy News reported on the debt problems
facing the Football Club Social Club on Walterbush Road. It
seemed that unless a deal could
be struck the club would face
possible liquidation after nearly
60 years of trading. Well, in mid-
September the club were
introduced to Derbyshire
company, Minotaur Clubs
Partnership, by an accountant
with close links to the club, who
knew of the difficulties they were
experiencing. The situation was
that the club had entered into
negotiations to proceed with a
comprehensive regeneration plan
on its three-acre site. The plan
included facilitating access across
club premises to a housing
development site, in addition to building new houses at the
front of the present club site and constructing a brand new
club house: all in all, a fairly major development, put together
by a local developer, Archstone Land (see article page 4).

Problems arose due to the time taken to put together
what is a fairly complex plan. This in turn had adverse effects
on the club’s trading, as people thought the club was closing.
Minotaur Clubs Partnership has now stepped in to assist the
club in all aspects of their negotiations.

Mike Foster, who has over 30 years’ experience as a
property advisor, is now advising the club on all negotiations,
while Glyn Jones is dealing with all financial matters and is
assisting the club to stabilise their financial position, which is
now secure in all aspects. Jane Armstrong is currently working

with Chippy mother and daughter, Kim Clarke (stewardess)
and Lisa Cozier who together run the club to enhance its

trading position and plan for the
future on its new site. She has
been aided in these endeavours
by Molson Coors who will be the
new supplying brewer. Lisa is
justifiably proud of her role, as
the food she serves at the club
was recently voted the best in
the Witney and District football
league for visiting teams. Together
with the excellent food available,
an amazing range of activities take
place at the club. Having asked
around Chippy, some of them
seem to be a well kept secret, so
here’s a flavour of what’s on offer:
Monday nights: Cribbage

Tuesdays 5.30-7pm: Brownies, Tuesday nights: Football Training
and Darts
Wednesdays 9am-5pm:  Tumbletots, Wednesday nights:  Line
Dancing
Thursday nights in season: Aunt Sally 
Friday nights: Line Dancing, Meat Raffle and Curry Night
Saturdays: Football 2pm kick-off – always one team at home
Sunday: Roast Dinners £6.50 & plan sfor family discos 4-9pm.

The club also hosts Christmas parties and at time of our
interview there were only two dates left, so that underlines
the popularity of the venue. For more information about
bookings or what’s available please contact Lisa at
lmc628@hotmail.com
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Good news at Football Club?

Lisa Cozier justifiably proud of the Social Club 


