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New Aldi plan

Plus the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters

In this issue:

Edge of town supermarket proposal – but
Co-op project to start 

Chipping Norton paid tribute to Cllr Rob
Evans, former mayor and town councillor
for 28 years, who died on 1 September. He
was awarded Honorary Citizenship the
week before he died. Full obituary and
report of his memorial service on Page 2.

Remembering  Cllr Rob Evans (left): pictured in
times past explaining the British political system to

French Twinning guests from Magny-en-Vexin. 

A Citizen’s FarewellTwo years after the rejection of Sainsbury’s
plan for a superstore up London Road,
discount chain ALDI have unexpectedly
announced a proposal for a store behind
the Cromwell Park industrial estate on the
Banbury Road at the edge of Chipping
Norton.
Renewed battle for and against
Leaflets and a public exhibition hit town in
September and supporters are backing more
choice from the ‘value for money’ chain. But
the plan could see a renewed battle with
objectors while planning officers at WODC
may raise planning issues, with impact on the
town centre again as a problem. 
Co-op expansion to start
Meanwhile the Midcounties Co-op’s long
awaited big supermarket expansion in town
will now start – with Co-op Chief Exec Ben
Reid issuing an official press release and
telling the News ‘constructors will be on site
next month, to begin the store’s
transformation’. Full article on Page 3.

News
• GCSE results success
• New Police ‘front desk’ announced
• 60 houses for Churchill Road?
• New vicar arrives

Features
• Benefit changes: Chippy feels the pinch?
• Celebrating Queen Victoria’s wedding
• In the spotlight – Sally Brown: foodie and 

café queen
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Rob Evans, Welshman, former
Chipping Norton Mayor, long
serving councillor, Honorary
Citizen, friend and companion to
many, died peacefully at home in
New Street, as he wished to,
with many friends nearby, on 1
September aged 64 after a year’s
illness with cancer. He arrived in
Chippy to teach at Top School 40
years ago, but his impact on the
Town and beyond stemmed from

a passion for socialism, the Cooperative movement, social
justice and much more – with interests ranging from politics,
theatre and music to an energy for causes, community and
conversation (which he kept up to the end!). Tributes have
been paid by the Labour Party nationally and locally, political
colleagues of all colours, and many friends. Derek
Cotterill, Chairman of West Oxfordshire District
Council, said: ‘Rob was extremely dedicated to 
representing the people of Chipping Norton and
did a lot of good work on behalf of the Town, where
he was highly respected by all. He was a much-liked
colleague’. 

A Welshman who loved Chippy
Rob was brought up in Bala in North Wales, the son
of a baker. His first language was Welsh and he went
to Oswestry Boarding School (to improve his
English!), An only child, his mother died when he
was a teenager; his father remarried and Rob loved
his stepmother dearly, acquiring a coterie of cousins
all dear to his heart – including Ruth who later
became his Mayoress in Chipping Norton. He read
history at Edinburgh, and came to teach history at
Chipping Norton School in 1973, moving later to North
Oxford College and then became a tutor at the Open
University.

Joining the Labour Party in 1977 because of ‘a passionate
belief in social justice’, Rob was active in all local national and
European campaigns until his death, and served as Chair of
the Chipping Norton Branch. In August he was presented
with the national Labour Party Merit Award ‘in recognition of
a lifetime of outstanding service’. He loved Chipping Norton,
was a Town Councillor for 28 years until 2011 including
serving as Mayor in 1995 and later consort to his friend and
fellow councillor Gina Burrows when she was Mayor. He
served as County Councillor for eight years to 2005 and
District Councillor from 2012 to his death. 

He was a hardworking Governor of several schools,
trustee of the ACE Centre and Theatre, Chair of the local
Save the Children group, instigator (with Gina) of the Clean
up Chippy Campaign, a founder member of the Friends of the
Town Hall, and worked on two Town Appraisals. He was
delighted to be made an Honorary Citizen the week before
he died. Rob loved music and theatre – founding a Mozart
Society at school and later singing with the Chipping Norton
Choral Society.

The funeral Rob wanted
On 12 September St Mary’s Church was packed for a
memorial service, conducted by Revd Sarah Northall, who had
known Rob well, with requests which Rob had dictated to
friend Nova Bradley a week before. Wales and Mozart were
well represented. Included were readings from friends Gill
Parry and Suzanne McRae, members of the Choral Society
singing from Mozart’s Requiem, David Watkins playing the
harp, concluding with a glorious Cwm Rhondda with Martin
Davies singing a verse in Welsh. The Chequers’ reception
afterwards was packed with an exhibition of photos and
tributes in The Theatre next door.

Many personal tributes were paid by colleagues and friends.
Duncan Enright, talked of Rob’s lifelong work with the Labour
Party – and his campaign to form the local Cooperative Party.
He talked of ‘outstanding political and public service – for a

better town and better world’.
He remembered Rob’s
speeches – ‘eloquent and
lengthy!’ but with a focus on
‘what could be done not what
could be said’. Vivian Woodell,
himself a passionate
Cooperative movement
supporter, told how his friend
always ‘wanted to change things
for the better’ and see a fairer
society. Rob always tried to
influence and get consensus in a
quiet, cheerful but determined
way. He never sought to claim
personal credit, and never let
partisan politics overcome his
deep concern and enthusiasm

for working to promote the Town and enhance the lives of
its residents. Friends Suzanne McRae and Nova Bradley led
some personal tributes and memories: of someone ‘jolly,
sweet, caring, generous’, and an ‘optimist wanting the best of
all worlds’. He packed so much into every day, was often late
for social engagements  but then enthusiasm and conversation
took over and he was often the last to leave.

The fight goes on
In his last days Rob packed much in. He went on wonderful
last holidays to Scotland and Bala, Llandudno and the
Eisteddfod in Wales with friends and family, buzzing around in
a disability scooter. In the last week at home, with wonderful
support of friends and carers, he enjoyed suppers, with friends
and guests dropping in and the usual lively debate about a
better world. The Revd Sarah Northall said Rob was a man of
faith – faith in people, family, friends, education, culture and
heritage. She said any arrival in Heaven would include a lively
conversation with the Almighty, and probably his old friend
Gina – in Welsh! He will be sadly missed by many. But his final
message to everyone must be his last words to Labour
colleague Duncan Enright: ‘the fight goes on comrade.’

Donations can be made in memory of Rob for Macmillan Cancer
Support, Lawrence Home Nursing Team and the Oesophageal Patients
Association to A L Sole & Sons.

Robert Llewelyn Evans 1949-2013

Keith Ruddle

Chipping Norton Town Mayor 1995
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Social Club Crisis
The Witney Gazette has reported that the Social Club at the
Chipping Norton Football Club ground on Walterbush Road
is in serious debt and, with its roots dating back to the 1950s,
is facing possible liquidation unless a deal can be struck with
developers to sell part of the land for new housing. The
popular bar and club (which run separately from the Football
team) has refuelled players and supporters over the years
while the changing rooms and showers are an essential part
of the Football Club. However the recession has bitten hard,
and this, together with complaints about noise and the
smoking ban, seems to have seriously affected takings and led
to a cash shortage and challenges in paying bills. However, the
News believes that talks are progressing with a company to
resolve the debt issues and will investigate and report back in
the November issue – watch this space.

Aldi’s new supermarket plan

Will Aldi succeed where Sainsbury’s failed? Aldi has
announced potential plans to redevelop the former Highways
Depot site with access off the Banbury Road, with a ‘vibrant
new neighbourhood food store’ with ‘30 new jobs’, claiming
that there is ‘currently no comparable discount food retailer’
in the local area. A spokesperson said, ‘We are keen to offer
the local community a genuine choice when completing their
weekly food shopping.’ The plan is for a 1006m! store with 76
free car parking places. Aldi claim this will ‘complement local
businesses’ in the Town, in that the store does not offer a ‘one
stop shop’ unlike other retailers. They say it ‘will not have a
butcher, fishmonger or baker’ (but of course may sell cheap
meat, fish and bread!) and will not sell tobacco. They say ‘Aldi
is known for encouraging linked trips between its stores and
other businesses in the area’, claiming that after buying ‘value
for money’ products at Aldi, customers will ‘complete their
weekly grocery shopping in nearly local stores and specialist
independent businesses’. 

Support for and against
Chippy currently has a Co-op and Sainsbury’s in the town
centre. Aldi’s leaflet has certainly provoked comment. The
News asked Chippy people for views, via Facebook, Twitter,
and through a poll on the News website
(www.chippynews.org) asking, ‘Do you want an Aldi in
Chippy?’ By Friday 20 September, 149 people had voted. 65%

GCSE exam success
Students were all smiles in August as they received GCSE
result envelopes at Chipping Norton School. Right across the
board students have performed extremely well. At the top

end almost a quarter of all grades awarded were A or A*; four
students achieved all A and A* grades; and thirteen students
got eight or more A and A* grades. Seventy-six percent of all
grades were at A*-C. The figure of five A*-C grades including
English and Mathematics was an impressive 65%. During the
previous week the School had celebrated achieving
outstanding A-level results with 67 sixth form students
confirming university places, most at their first choice, and
40% of these at Russell Group universities. 

Mr Duffy, Headteacher, said, ‘Following some cracking A-
level results we are now celebrating some outstanding results
by our year 11 students in their GCSE exams. Last year the
GCSE marking fiasco left students and staff demoralised but
this year it has been a pleasure to witness the delight on the
faces of both students and teachers. I have relished sharing
this success with our students today and I look forward to
welcoming many of our talented students back into the sixth
form next month.’

Notable high achievers with eight or more A*s and As are
Maddie Cullen, Jordan Erikson, Abbie Festa, Zoe Foster, Alice
Green, James Hastings, Joseph Jaffé, Anna Jarrett-Rawlence,
Michael Krzyzanowski, Hepsie Lucas, Megan Pashley, Alice
Rose and Trystan Surawy-Stepney. Maddie, Jordan, Abbie, Alice
Green and Trystan achieved all A* and A grades!

Honorary Citizens
Chipping Norton Town Council has announced two awards of
the title Honorary Citizen, in appreciation of the service to
the Town over many years. One went to Mike Howes, who
has served as District Councillor and been active over many
years for the Town in Rotary, the Jazz Festival and many local
organisations and charities. The Town Council will be
arranging a special presentation event for Mike later in the
year with a full report in the News. In August Cllr Rob Evans
wrote accepting the offer of his Honorary Citizenship just
days before he sadly died (see obituary and tribute). Other
Honorary Citizenships have been awarded in the past to John
Hannis, Drs Bruce and Sheila Parker, and John Grantham.

Results day saw delighted pupils celebrate with Headteacher
Simon Duffy

Banbury Road
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(97 votes) were in favour; 28% (41 votes) were against. 9
people (6%) were undecided. Value for money and choice
were supported but some feared the effect on the town
centre. Town and District Councillor Annie Roy Barker has
come out in favour of more competition. Other councillors
may well wait for a formal council discussion. It is still early
days. Sainsbury’s plan for a new store on the vacant Blissfield
Gardens site in 2011, was rejected by WODC on a range of
planning issues. There were concerns about an edge-of-town
supermarket diverting customers from the High Street, and
about the use of the site for retail, when earmarked for
employment. Although the Aldi proposal is smaller and closer
to the town centre than the Sainsbury's proposal, the land is
also allocated for employment and is still outside the town
centre, so the same planning policies that saw Sainsbury's
proposal rejected may still apply. The County Council, which
owns the land, may also be under scrutiny if it were to sell
land for use contrary to West Oxfordshire's Plan.

Coop expansion starts this month
One big issue has been whether the Co-op will go ahead with
their plan to nearly double the size of their in-town store and
add nearly 100 car parking spaces – a plan supported by the
Town Council, on the grounds it would boost town centre
convenience and business. After continued delays Co-op Chief
Executive Ben Reid told the News in September that, ‘subject
to tenders’, the work would now start in October – beginning
with some demolition. An official press release has confirmed
this. Ben said they are ‘committed to investing in the Town
delivering the services local people need’ and was ‘very happy
to see plans come to fruition’. There will be a public exhibition
(27/28 September) and consultation to get community
feedback on Aldi’s plan before making a formal planning
application. Residents requiring further information can call
0800 298 7040, a freephone number, or email
feedback@consultation-online.co.uk.

Plan for police ‘front desk’
Following the news that
Chipping Norton’s police
station is to be sold, an
agreement between
Thames Valley Police and
WODC will see a police
front counter service
moving to the Guildhall.
Opening hours will be
8.45am to 4.30pm (4pm
Friday), with closure for
lunch between 1 and
2pm, increasing the
period of direct
accessibility. The move is
expected around
Christmas. Meanwhile a
suitable location in town is being sought for a new, smaller
police station. The whole move will bring considerable financial
savings and builds on the strong working relationship that
exists between Thames Valley Police and WODC.
Superintendent Colin Paine gave the news at a Guildhall public
meeting saying that they were pleased with the plans: it would
provide a central, accessible location for the public to connect
with police with no reduction in the service provided.

Neighbourhood plan responses
Work on Chipping Norton’s Neighbourhood plan continues.
The Town Council requested your views on the ‘Chipping
Norton: Looking Back, Stepping Forward’ document issued in
August to ensure the plan accurately reflects what you want
from your town up to 2029. By 10 September the Steering
Group had received 17 comments, including five from
statutory consultees, ie: The Coal Authority, Environment
Agency, Natural England, English Heritage and Oxfordshire
County Council. All comments will be summarised and the
Steering Group will continue to work on the objectives
reflecting your views which will feed into the draft Chipping
Norton Neighbourhood Plan. Although the extension to the
formal deadline for comments was 22 September, the Steering
Group would still like to hear any general views on the Town’s
future and objectives. Please get in touch through
chippingnortonnp@gmail.com. More information at
www.chippingnortontown.info. 

All aboard for Chippy Mop

Takara and Marcus from Chipping Norton on one of the rides
at this year's well attended Mop on a balmy Saturday evening. 

Objection to Vernon House plans
At September’s Town Council meeting, strong objections
were voiced about the revised plans for the Vernon House
site on Burford Road. Cottsway Housing has submitted a new
planning application for 14 flats and five houses on the site
which has been empty for months. Cottsway had previously
told the News that they ‘had taken the decision not to build
on the site’ and were ‘currently reviewing the options’ after
financial issues had been identified. Cottsway’s forward
development programme was then taken over by another
housing association, Greensquare. The revised new proposal
includes parking with ten 1-bed flats and four 2-bed flats,
together with two 2-bed houses and three 3-bed houses,
which will be social rented housing under Cottsway’s
management.

The proposed development shows two blocks of flats,
one behind the other, adjacent to one block of three terraced
houses, with two semi-detached houses behind. The terraced
houses would face the side of the new Bell development,
fronting the private road that leads down to West Street,
although the application states that no new pedestrian or

Cllr Mark Booty,WODC Cabinet
Member for Community Safety

with Supt Colin Paine,
Commander for West Oxfordshire

and Cherwell outside the Guildhall
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vehicular access will be needed. Thirty-six car parking spaces
will be included – just under two per flat or house. More
information can be found on the WODC website
(www.westoxon.gov.uk), application number 13/1141/FP.

Town Cllr Don Davidson had earlier met with residents
of nearby flats, who had concerns regarding the density of the
plans and issues surrounding traffic and parking. One of the
three storey blocks of flats proposed for the site was, Cllr
Davidson noted, ‘very close’ to existing flats, and there were
issues with new flats overlooking bedrooms in the existing
ones. Cllr Jo Graves said, ‘This density is not going to be
suitable or sensible – the site needs something, but not this.’
The Town Council formally objected to the planned scheme.

Allotment winners
At September’s Town
Council meeting
Deputy Mayor Chris
Butterworth pre-
sented this year’s
awards for the best
Allotments at the
William Fowler site.
First prize went to
Anthony Thomas who
is pictured collecting
his cup and prize

money, Other award-winners were: 2nd Mr M Case, 3rd Mr I
Terry; Highly Commended Mrs A Burns, Mr A Carter; Rev S
Bywater; Commended Mr G Forse, Mr C Tyack, Mr L Waller.
Inspired by their example? Enquire at the Town Clerk’s office
(642341) about empty allotments.

Diddly Squat Farm
Top Gear celebrity Jeremy Clarkson has been granted
planning permission by WODC to convert Curdle Hill Farm,
Chadlington, into a luxury six-bedroom house complete with
a swimming pool and tennis courts, and call it ‘Diddly Squat
Farm’. There were no objections and it was approved under
delegated powers.

Autumn walk in secret forest
Save the date! Following the success of last year’s event, The
Wychwood Project and ROSY (Respite Nursing for
Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters) are teaming up to put on a
fundraising autumn walk through the secret Wychwood
Forest, Cornbury Park on Sunday 20 October. Starting in
Little Park, north of Finstock, the walk will follow a self-guided
route around the heart of the ancient Wychwood Forest on
paths that are normally not open to the public. The walk is
10km long with a shorter circuit available for the less
energetic, children and people with restricted mobility.
Walkers can start between 10.30am and 11.30am and are
expected to be back by 2pm at the latest. Maps will be
available on the day. There is a charge of £10 per adult and £5
for under 18s, payable on the day (free for Wychwood Project
members, including those who join on the day). A BBQ and
drinks are available after the walk (for which there will be an
additional charge). All proceeds from the event will be split
between the Wychwood Project and ROSY charities. Any
queries visit www.wychwoodproject.org), or contact
wychwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk or 01865 815423.

The Wychwood Project aims to conserve and restore
the landscapes and habitats across the historic royal hunting
forest of Wychwood. ROSY supports Oxfordshire’s Children’s
Respite Nursing Team. which offers respite nursing to
terminally, acutely, or chronically ill children and babies in their
homes. Visit www.rosy.org.uk, or contact 01865 848696 or
help@rosy.org.uk for details.

Welcome to the new Rector

Revd Dr James Kennedy was formally instituted as Team
Rector of the Chipping Norton Benefice by The Bishop of
Dorchester and the Archdeacon of Oxford on Tuesday 10
September. He said, ‘One of the things that has really excited
me about coming to Chippy is the opportunity that we have,
as a church, to connect once again with the younger
generations – to show that the good news of Jesus really is
good news and has never been more relevant than it is now.
As well as looking with new eyes at how we might make a real
difference to people’s lives practically, we’ll also be
worshipping together in ways that enable the young as well as
the ‘less young’ to get stuck in – and in particular, we’ll have
groups for children every Sunday at 10.45, so that families can
always feel welcome and included in the life of the church.’ 

James qualified as a doctor in 1997, a highly significant
year for him as he also married Emma and gave his life to follow
Jesus. After that he went on to train as a Urological Surgeon,
first in Winchester, then moving to Oxford to undertake
research towards a DPhil in 2001. This led to his appointment
as a Clinical Lecturer in the University’s Nuffield Department
of Surgery, where he worked until God surprised him by calling
him out of clinical practice and into full-time ordained ministry.
In 2007 James returned to study theology at Wycliffe Hall in
Oxford after which he and his family moved to St Andrew’s,
High Wycombe. There were a large number of people from his
previous parish, together with family and friends to support him
at the Institution Service. St Mary’s was packed. It was an
inspirational service. The singing nearly raised the roof with the
help of the band from St Andrew’s, High Wycombe. 

James, together with his wife, Emma, and their four
children, Isobel (13), William (10), Victoria (8) and Oliver (6),
were formally welcomed to Chipping Norton. There were
many dignitaries at the service; these included the Deputy
Lieutenant of Oxford, Deputy Mayor, County, District, Town
and Parish Councillors, business and education leaders. 

The Revd Jackie Jones and Revd Stephen Blake also
received their licences from the Bishop at the service.

Frances Buckel
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Fairytale Farm lights up
Fairytale Farm, the tourist
attraction in Chipping
Norton designed for children
with varying disabilities, will
be illuminating its sensory
trail until 9pm at weekends in
September and October and
daily through the October

half term. The park will be open all day as normal, but at dusk
hundreds of lights will twinkle as the Enchanted Walk is
transformed into a magical sensory experience for all the
family, with the Mermaid Garden, Giant's Camera, The Extinct
Band and Giant Party Poppers being highlights. Normal prices
apply during the day but will be discounted by £2 for adults
and £1.75 for children and senior citizens which will allow
access to all the sections of the farm until dusk, and the
illuminated sensory trail after dusk. The Beanstalk Café will be
open with a choice of hot and cold snacks. Carers go free.
There will also be a spectacular Halloween event and a
Christmas Fairytale event on Saturdays and Sundays from 30
November to 15 December and daily 21 to 24 December.
Visit www.fairytalefarm.co.uk for details.

MASH Grand Opening
Justin Alderslade,
owner of new
shop MASH on
Top Side in
Chipping Norton,
was very pleased
with the turnout
at the grand
opening on
Sunday 15
September where
champagne and
nibbles were
offered to the
curious early birds
in a very convivial
and relaxed atmosphere. Keen-eyed passers by would have
witnessed the unusual sight of bare-chested young men
through the black balloons at the door, and feedback from the
people visiting on the open day was very positive – ladies you
do realise that they were only there for the day, don’t you?!
The tills seemed to be busy with local people snapping up well
priced quality merchandise for both men and women
artistically and thoughtfully displayed around the newly
refitted shop. Justin's friends and family had helped with the
setting up and decoration for the grand opening and he is
very hopeful of a successful time trading on Top Side.

Phone Co-op offers free MOT
On 23 and 25 October (10am-3pm) The Phone Co-op will be
holding free consultations in the Co-op food store. No
matter which provider you are with at the moment, you can
bring your bills to them and they will check you are using the
package for your landline, broadband or mobile needs. You can
also find out more about their services and why a co-
operative is different to any other provider.

Stop Worcester Road speeding
Worcester Road residents
in Chipping Norton are
getting increasingly
frustrated with the
dangerous traffic speeding
along the extensive 30mph
stretch into town..The
road appears to be rural
but the 30mph limit starts
at Southerndown Care
Home, passes a stretch of
houses and side roads with
narrow pavements and
parked cars, the industrial
estates and recreation
ground. There are no
30mph reminder signs as, according to the County’s Highways
department, the fact that there is street lighting with regular
lamp posts should remind drivers there is a limit. Resident
Myles Granger has now written to Highways again, copying
Councillors, annoyed that he has had little practical response
from the County for over 18 months. He told the News he
wants councillors and Highways officers to go down there for
30 minutes and watch the persistent speeding – including
truck drivers regularly on their phones, powering down the
road, slowing at the speed camera and then speeding up again.
He says hundreds of residents walk along the pavements; he
is concerned for their and his family’s safety. Police do check
on speeding but it seems more action is needed.

Do we need another school?
Chipping Norton and its surrounding area could see anything
between 500 and 1,000 new houses in the next 15 years –
according to discussions in the current Neighbourhood
Planning project. One implication raised in feedback is the
capacity of the Town’s schools to cope – particularly Holy
Trinity and St Mary’s primary schools. Many families living in
the Town already send their primary school children out to
schools in nearby villages such as Great Rollright. Now a new
report by the Local Government Association suggests
Oxfordshire as a whole will be 1,000 primary school places
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short within two years. The number of children under four in
the County has risen by 15% in the last 10 years. County
Council cabinet member Melinda Tilley was quoted saying
they were doing what they could to head off the problem. For
Chipping Norton attention may have to turn to significant
expansion or, as has been mentioned in the past, building a
third primary school.

Top marks for Chippy bus driver
On a rainy September day in Blackpool, Stagecoach bus driver
Gordon Cutting fulfilled a dream by winning the prestigious
2013 UK Bus Driver of the Year Award. Gordon drives the

Stagecoach S3 gold route between Chipping Norton and
Oxford, and is a familiar face to local passengers. He might not
seem the typical bus driver – with a degree in astrophysics –
but after applying to work in transport he decided to learn
from the front line, became a driver, found he was good at it
and enjoyed it. 

This year was his third attempt to win the important title,
which is fiercely fought-for by the best of the country’s bus
drivers, on the Promenade in Blackpool. The competition is in
its 47th year. Each driver is allocated a bus with which he is not
familiar, and has to negotiate a course, making inch-perfect
judgements throughout, plus a Highway Code test and one on
rules governing the bus industry. Out of 105 entrants (each
had won their own regional final), Gordon came first. The
tense wait during the awards ceremony turned to euphoria as
he realised he had won, and he punched the air in delight. The
winner gets around £2000 as a cash prize, though it’s not the
money but the thrill and honour and respect of peers. So next
time you’re on an S3, see if Gordon is driving. If you’re a
regular already, you’ll know how good he is. Well done,
Gordon!

Threat to bus services?
Oxfordshire County Council in September is reviewing all the
local bus services and whether they will continue the
subsidies – this affects Witney, Woodstock and the Chipping
Norton area. With the County reportedly under pressure to
find another £20 million in savings in the next three years, bus
subsidies could be under threat. Town Councillors are actively
supporting keeping all the services. Tim Dark, Assistant Public
Transport Officer at OCC told the News they are meeting
Town Councillors and other consultees on 8 October in the
Lower Town Hall. If anyone has views they would like the
County to hear they should let the Town Clerk in the
Guildhall know in advance. 

Churchill Road: 60 new homes? 
Chipping Norton Town Council are objecting to a major new
planning application from Sharba Homes to build 60 new
houses on farmland on Churchill Road. This follows an
exhibition earlier this year at which public comments were
sought. The farmland, at West End Farm, borders Tilsley Road
on the approach into Chipping Norton from Churchill. The
site is within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and it
might, in the Council’s opinion, ‘affect the character and
appearance of a conservation area,’ and so will come under
particular scrutiny. In addition, as WODC notes on its own
Notice of Application for Planning Permission, the proposed
development does not follow the provisions of the West
Oxfordshire Local Plan, which has highlighted the area around
Tank Farm, nearer the development at Blissfield Gardens, for
future housing developments. 

There would be
22 units for affordable
housing – a mix of
flats and houses, the
majority being 1-bed
flats and 2-bed houses
– and 30 ‘market’
units, comprising five
2-bed houses, four 3-
bed houses, and 21
houses designated as

being four or more
bedrooms. There would
also be a further eight
flats and houses
designated as
‘intermediate’ (neither
affordable housing nor ‘market’) include some affordable
housing, together with a total of 149 on-site parking spaces
on what is currently 3.1 hectares of agricultural (pasture)
land.

The Town Council in September objected strongly to the
Churchill Road plans. Cllr Alex Corfield said, ‘I am very, very
strongly against this proposal’, stated at least four planning
policies justifying rejection, particularly Policy B8 which
applies to the site of a listed building and its view being spoilt
– significant in this case as the view of Bliss Mill would be
obstructed not only from the Churchill Road side but also
from the Worcester Road side. Policy T1 – which looks at
traffic issues on developments where no alternative means of
transport exist apart from the car – also applies. Cllr Jo
Graves added, ‘This is the kind of application we should lie
down in the road for’. 10 objection letters had already been
sent to the Town Council, with more being sent directly to
WODC.  Local residents impacted by the scheme have
already erected protest posters near the site, asking
objectors to write to WODC by 3 October. For more details
see the WODC website, planning  application reference
13/1223/P/FP.

Gordon (left) receives his awards

Top: The plan produced
by Sharba Homes

Right: Local objections
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Bonding at Heythrop Park
PM and local MP David Cameron made good use of his local
Chipping Norton facilities in September. An ‘election planning’
meeting, dinner and late night bonding session for 200+ Tory
MPs and guests was happening at Heythrop Park’s Crown
Plaza. The Daily Telegraph reported 4am bar chat, a dinner in
the ballroom, speeches by George Osborne, an after-dinner
quiz hosted by Michael Gove and everyone ending up in
‘excellent spirits’. The ‘smart-casual’ dress code seemed to
puzzle many. According to the Telegraph, Mr Cameron wore
jeans watching MPs play football – celebrating goals and
excusing tackles with ‘I’m on your team’. Michael Fabricant,
the party's Vice Chairman, tweeted that he would wear blue
chinos during the day and later change to ‘shocking pink’. The
event was reportedly funded by an anonymous donor.

Methodists mark bicentenary
The local Methodist Circuit
(which includes the eight
churches at: Chipping Norton,
Chadlington, Churchill,
Shipston, Stow, Sibford,
Wigginton and Westcote) is
celebrating its bicentenary.
There was a wonderful
inauguration service on
Saturday 14 September at
Chipping Norton School
attended by members old and
new. The preacher was Rev
Ruth Gee, President of the
Methodist Conference.

Amongst the guests was Rev Ronald Frost, a probationary
minister here back in 1945, and elder members included
Nonie Dewar who first started coming to church in 1921.
There was also Innes Baldwin from Milton who was
christened in 1920 at home in the kitchen – in the washing up
bowl. Rev Peter Fletcher wrote a new hymn specially for the
celebration service and there was also a history display going
back to the 1790s when Methodists in Chipping Norton
originally met in a dwelling in Victoria Place behind Beadles
the butchers. In 1792 a new chapel was built in Diston’s Lane,
and then in 1868 the present chapel was built on the former
site of a public house in West Street. The bicentenary
celebrations will continue throughout the year and the circuit
with various activities. The next big circuit event will be the
Christmas Tree Festival, from 5–8 December.

Martin Hannant

Screen by the Green
Saturday 12 October at 7.30, Anna Karenina (12), directed by
Joe Wright and starring Keira Knightley, Jude Law and Aaron
Taylor Johnson. An epic romantic drama adapted by Tom
Stoppard from the classic Tolstoy novel, this visually rich film
depicts the dramatic and ultimately tragic story of Anna, a
Russian aristocrat and socialite played by Keira Knightley, who
questions her happiness and marriage.The result is a
whirlwind affair with suave and affluent officer Count Vronsky
which is displayed in dazzling set pieces against a driving
narrative. £4.50, pay on the door. For details contact 659903
or email churchillmovies@btinternet.com.

Behold – The Wild Rabbit 
If you’ve been to Daylesford Organic’s café, The Wild Rabbit
inn – formerly the Tollgate in Kingham – will be instantly
recognisable in appearance: an understated blend of pale

wood and chrome, open fires and exposed brickwork, that is
already employed to good effect in the Bamfords’ existing
Cotswold premises. The pub has been revamped by its new
owners to offer a mix of traditional pub seating at the front
of the premises, with sleek, contemporary dining behind the
bar area – but all still quite open-plan, calm and welcoming.
The menu is not cheap, unsurprisingly given the organic
Daylesford ethos: The Wild Rabbit says that its menu ‘always
reflects the seasons. We source the best local produce, which
where possible is wild, foraged or organic.’ The bar snacks –
which are listed on a slate above one of the open fires – are
more like proper meals. On the News’ visit, they included an
open ox-tongue sandwich for £7.50, crispy cod-cheeks for
£8.50 and an omelette and salad for £5.50. 

Vegetarians are not as well catered for as meat-lovers; in
addition to the omelette (presumably vegetarian), there was
only one veggie main course (a beetroot dish at £13.50), with
most of the other mains costing between £19 and £25.50.
However, the food is rather good, some of it creatively
focusing on the pub’s namesake – for example, potted rabbit
with tarragon grain mustard, and loin of rabbit with tortellini
and pancetta. The steaks are cooked in a charcoal burning
Josper oven for ‘a perfect sear’ and are all, of course, organic.

HOWES & CO
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park,
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

Tel: 01608 642570
Email: advice@astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups
VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping
Accounts 

Self Assessment & Personal Tax
iXBRL Reporting & Corporation Tax

Business Consultancy & Planning

Member 
of the
ACCA

Advising clients
in Chipping Norton

for 30 years
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The menu is not overwhelming – there are around six
starters, six bar snacks and six main courses each day,
together with steaks, beef, five desserts and a cheeseboard.

For those on a limited
budget, no peanuts were
spied, but there was a big
bowl full of packets of crisps
at the end of the bar! This
new addition to the local
pub scene is an attractive
place for a drink with
friends, and it was buzzing on
our visit. Lunch is good if you
fancy a splurge – the
Daylesford-style experience
with a pub ambience. Oh,
and there are the topiary
bunnies to admire as you
approach the entrance, too. 

Gateway Club Coffee
Chipping Norton Gateway Club is holding a coffee morning
on Saturday 19 October in the Lower Town Hall from 10am
to 12 noon.

Pedal Cars scoop gong
Local party supplier Pedal Car Parties was voted winner as
the South East region’s best children’s party supplier, in the
national party awards from the UK’s largest parenting site
Netmums.com. Pedal Car Parties, founded by local mum of
two, Carolyn Baxter, beat hundreds of rival companies from
right across the South East to win the prestigious award. As
a winner they will now get free advertising on the parenting
site and a special certificate, as well as the knowledge that
they are a Netmums’ favourite. Pedal Car Parties offer
vintage-style pedal cars and accessories, such as toy traffic
lights and petrol pump, for hire to create a birthday party to
remember. Delighted Carolyn – named in the Oxford Times In
Business magazine as a local business ‘mover and shaker’ –
said: ‘We are so thrilled to win this award. The award makes
all the hard work worthwhile and proves that a local
business like ours can get national recognition’. For more

information, please contact carolyn@pedalcarparties.co.uk
or 0778 000 1239.

Christmas Tree Festival 2013
This year will be the fourth time we have held the Christmas
Tree Festival at Chipping Norton Methodist Church. Chipping
Norton and Stow on the Wold Methodist Circuit is
celebrating its bicentenary so we hope this festival will be
extra special. It is on Thursday 5 to Sunday 8 December.
Previous years’ festivals have proved very successful with
thousands of people flocking through the doors of the church
to catch the early Christmas spirit. Many societies, schools,
shops and businesses have booked trees and decorated them
in their own innovative style. We are hoping this year to have
even more and are inviting you to take part. If you would like
to book a tree at a cost of £20, then please contact Lesley
Sutherland at agsutherland1@btinternet.com or 678991. We
provide the tree and then you decorate it however you want
and then you get to keep the tree afterwards already
decorated for your Christmas celebrations. Times for the
festival will be announced in next month’s News.

Maggie Hannant

Anyone for a Burbidge dinner?
Burbidge & Sons
was a well known
Chipping Norton
building firm for
over 100 years
with many local
people working
there. Paul
Burbidge is the
only surviving
member of the
family still living in
Chipping Norton, the son of Norman Burbidge and great
grandson of William, the founder of the firm. Now Paul wants
to organise a special dinner. He told the News, ‘I have been
continually wound up by Alan Brain who thinks that I should
organise a dinner for all the surviving ex-employees. As I’m
going along with this idea after months of brain-washing, Alan
now thinks it’s me that’s winding him up. I didn’t follow my
father into the building trade so I don’t know who the ex-
employees are but Alan knows several. Any of you out there,
whether ‘hands on’ or in the office, who would like to come
along, with wives/partners, please let me or Alan know’. Paul
will organise a time and venue which suits as many as
possible. Contact Paul on 643718 or at 35 Cross Leys,
Chipping Norton, OX7 5HG.

‘Scratching the surface’
A short free art course is being run at Glyme Hall on
Thursdays 11am-1pm 7 November – 12 December. Sgraffito,
meaning to ‘scratch’ is a fun technique where you scratch into
the top layer of the medium to reveal the surface underneath
using different tools. Uncover your creativity! Anyone over 16
is welcome to book a place. Details from Lyn Tivenan on
07435 760768 lyn.tivenan@oxfordshire-mind.org.uk, or from
Jo Keats on 07435 760765 jo.keats@oxfordshire-mind.org.uk
or call the Information Line on 01865 247788.

CCHHIIPPPPIINNGG  NNOORRTTOONN  RROOTTAARRYY  CCLLUUBB  
pprreesseennttss

GRAND FIREWORKS
DISPLAY

Sunday 3 November
King’s Stone Farm

(opposite the Rollright Stones)

Gates open 6.30pm
Bonfire starts 7pm
Fireworks 7.30pm

Hot food & drink available
Tickets from Jaffé & Neale

See p25 for details Jo Keats
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Three-legged winners
This year’s three-
legged race proved
to be yet another
success with a good
number of teams
turning out for the
Red Lion’s
traditional summer
event. This year’s
theme was
Children’s TV, with
everyone making a
commendable effort
to dress and
impress. Participants
included Batman &
Robin, Lady
Penelope & Parker,

Robin Hood & the Sheriff of Nottingham, Worzel Gummidge
& Aunt Sally, Ant & Dec, Crowman & Worzel Gummidge and
Fred & Wilma Flintstone. All costumes were very good and
the added to the fun – much to the bemusement of passers
by! This year’s race was so close that the winning position was
shared by two teams – Fred & Wilma and Crowman & Worzel
Gummidge! The race was part of a fun summer weekend
hosted by the Red Lion which included an evening quiz,
organised by quiz master ‘Dobby’, a two-day beer festival in
the newly renovated outside bar and a fantastic musical
performance by Fiddlebop, who played a range of folk tunes
with a gypsy flavour. With sponsorship money still being
collected, current estimation is that the race has raised
around £750, £200 of which has been donated to the Lions
Club and the remainder will be donated to the Teenage
Cancer Trust. A big thanks to all who participated, as well as
the landlords and landladies of the Red Lion, Fox Hotel, Kings
Arms, Blue Boar, Chequers and Crown & Cushion. Also,
special thanks to Alan and Cathy who kindly provided soft
drinks to all competitors, at St Mary’s Church.

Escape to the Library!
Autumn is coming and as always the Library is a great place
to escape to when the weather turns chilly. We have a new
range of books coming through at the moment to tempt you
with, so there should be something for everyone! The Library
is also a great place for those who need to get some extra
information about homework subjects. If we don’t have the
right book here we can – for no extra cost to anyone under
the age of 18 – bring in from any other Library in the County,
the right books for you. Of course we also have free Internet
access for all, so come along and see if a computer is available
or phone 01608 643559 to book an hour slot.

We would like to remind all those Mums, Dads,
Grandparents and Carers out there, that we hold a free
Rhymetime on the 1st Tuesday of the Month from 10.30am
onwards. This lovely session is full of songs and stories aimed
at 0–4 years old. Please just pop by on the day. Lastly, one for
your diaries – we have the Monthly Book Sale in Chipping
Norton Library on the first Friday and Saturday of the month.
Paperbacks are just 30p, so well worth a browse! 

Laura Jones, Chipping Norton Library

Planning officer moves on
Jon Westerman, the WODC planning officer who many in
Chippy have dealt with, has resigned from the Council and is
moving to private practice.

James stands up high
Some readers will know of Chippy
lad James Shakeshaft, the class
joker from Top School who had
everyone in stitches when he
impersonated an Ofsted inspector
to wind up Mr Hogan, only to be
given away by the less than
convincing false beard. Now in his
early 30’s and an aspiring stand-up
comic, he is gigging around four
times a week from his base in
Brixton into London and further afield. He beat over 250 new
London acts during the last year to make the final of the
Comedy Knights Fresh Comedian of 2013 held in Notting Hill
on 21 September. James didn’t win but said, ‘the standard was
amazing and it was a great gig’. He cites his comedy idols as
Reeves & Mortimer, Chris Morris, and Steve Coogan as Alan
Partridge, and said he enjoys ‘playing with the audience’
(steady, James!) – giving them something unique along with his
scripted material. Having studied drama at Chippy under Mr
Mason and Miss Elkin and then at the Arden Drama School in
Manchester, he is a confident performer and co-wrote and
starred in a comedy that was piloted on Channel 4 in 2010. His
main comedy co-writer is David L E Davis, also local – though

Domiciliary Care Agency
At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,

we understand that being able to live at
home, maintaining your independence can

mean everything to you.
We are able to offer a range of support to

help you to do this.
Our services range from companionship to
complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 
We are a locally based company who are

committed to raising the standards of care
provided in people’s homes.

For more information please telephone
01608 648656

or email

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

enquiries@carecompassionandconversation.ltd.uk
CQC Registered
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from Charlbury – so passports will be checked at the border!
He definitely rates the drama teaching at Chippy Top

School and his early character building at St Mary’s Primary
with a special shout out to Mrs Graves and Mr Johnson. So,
does he think serious acting could be in the offing beyond this
flirtation with comedy? The next Indiana Jones perhaps, as he
of course has those rugged good looks for the part? After
some thought he replies, ‘Perhaps, but I’d find the archaeology
too tough’. Boom boom. Well James, you’re always welcome
back in Chippy to shake your thing. Maybe we’ll see you at
one of the comedy nights in the Chequers or treating us
locals to some of your newest material at the Theatre? In the
meantime, catch him at ‘Humour Tumour’ in Oxford at the
Bullingdon Arms, Cowley Road, on 27 October or two nights
later on the 29th with Huzzah Comedy 8pm at the Jericho
Tavern. 

Chippy’s strange war record
Readers will have noted
that Chipping Norton’s
MP (in his capacity as
Prime Minister) was
defeated in Parliament
recently on going to war
in Syria. One astute local
reader pointed out that
the last time the House of
Commons voted against a
Government going to war
was in 1782, when the
Prime Minister was
defeated by 19 votes on

continuing the war with the American colonies. Oh, and the PM
then, Lord North, was also MP for Chipping Norton and the
surrounding area.

Children at St Mary’s Church
Revd Dr James Kennedy, the new Team Rector of Chipping
Norton Benefice, started services on 15 September. These
include activities for children up to Year 6 (youth will soon
follow!), including a variety of games, sport, craft, music, films
… sharing in lots of fun whilst the adults learn about God’s
love and the plans that He has for each individual. Meet
together in the Church at 10.45am before the children leave
for the Parish Rooms to make much more noise and have way
more fun than the adults … do go and see what’s going on or
call Emma, 642688 for more information.

Summer of success for Lido

There was a great end to a great summer for The Lido in
Chipping Norton culminating in yet another tremendous
Auction of Promises hosted by Jeremy Clarkson. 

Finally we had a summer that included some lovely
weather and, due to the efforts of a committed crew of local
volunteers and the support of the wider community over the
last ten years, there is still an outdoor pool in which to enjoy
it. Thanks to manager, Liz Cooke, and her team there was a
wide array of activities available at The Lido this year too:
from synchro to water polo, with swimming and kayaking
lessons in between. Even with some good weather, however,
an outdoor pool in the UK is never going to turn a profit, so
we are indebted to Ken Norman for organising and hosting
the ever-successful Auction of Promises on 13 September
and, of course, Jeremy Clarkson for teasing an impressive
£14,155 out of his audience. We are also extremely grateful
to everyone who donated a promise; the lots were many,
varied and valuable. A Mazda MX5 for six months? A bargain
to you, sir, at £1,900. And Jezza himself bid 50 quid for the
North Oxfordshire Cotswolds goodie bag! He is pictured
above getting the best price possible for 2014’s Season Ticket
number 1. The Phone Co-op sponsored this year’s Auction
and also donated a Smartphone mobile package. 

Looking ahead, The Lido will re-open on 24 April to start
celebrating its tenth anniversary of operation as a private,
charitable concern with an exciting new addition – a steam
room. The Lido is still in constant need of support, however –
both financial and, arguably even more important, practical, ie
volunteers to help shoulder the load. So, whether you have
money, time and/or expertise to contribute, please consider
getting involved. Contact us via www.chippylido.co.uk, Twitter
(@ChippyLido) or facebook (ChippyLido).

Claire Williamson

Younger, fitter, cheaper
From September, gym sessions for 14–25 year olds will cost
only £2.50 at West Oxfordshire leisure centres – including at
Chipping Norton. The special offer is part of the Sportivate
Lottery-funded programme to help young people get back
into physical activity or find a sport they love. The usual price
for a gym session for those without membership is £10.20
(peak), £9 (off-peak) or £3.90 with a student card. Young
people taking up the gym sessions can also qualify for reduced-
price gym membership after 12 visits. Catherine Alexander
from Better (who run the Chipping Norton facility on behalf
of WODC) said, ‘All that young people need to do is visit the

Photo: James Hawley

CRAFT FAIR
CHADLINGTON FLOWER SHOW

SATURDAY 12 OCTOBER
CHIPPING NORTON TOWN HALL.

10am – 4pm
Refreshments ~ Eclectic mix of local crafts

Come along and start your Christmas
Shopping Early
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Hanson in Fundraising on 01295 81216. Santa Fun Run
Sunday 8 December. For details and to enter apply online at
www.khh.org.uk or call Fundraising on 01295 812161 for an
application form.

Cancer Research UK group
The North Cotswolds group, formed to fundraise for CRUK,
has a new Chair. Paul Gething and Louise Rance who were
instrumental in starting the group are unfortunately moving
away from Chipping Norton. We thank them for their hard
work in creating a successful and friendly committee which
continues with Gill Begnor as our energetic Chairman. Gill
was the organiser of the alternative Run for Life in Hook
Norton. This year’s event will be at 3.30pm on Sunday 6
October. While we are delighted to be raising some £5,000
per year for CRUK we continue to look for volunteers to
help at events, maybe hold an event such as a coffee morning
or suggest something we have not yet thought of. 

We have fun as well as fundraising and it would be good
to see you for a light-hearted quiz at The Sun in Hook Norton
on Thursday 7 November. If you are interested in any of our
activities contact me on 645134 or at g.raven@sky.com.

Graham Raven

A special look at St Mary’s
Are you interested in the history of
Chipping Norton? The Friends of St
Mary’s Church invite everyone to
come and learn about this fascinating
and historic Cotswold building on
Tuesday 8 October in St Mary’s
Church at 7.30pm. The talk, called
‘What’s so special about St Mary’s
anyway?’ is by John Marshall and wine
and nibbles will be available. All are
welcome. The talk will be followed by
the Open Meeting. If you are
interested in helping or joining a small
group to preserve the fabric of the

building as an important part of this vibrant historic market
town please contact geoff_dee@btinternet.com.

Successful summer soirée
Remember the heady days of summer? On one of the
balmiest evenings, 13 July, local charity workers Julie Stantiford
and Rebecca Williams took the initiative to organise a town
hall ‘soirée’ with a live band, dancing and a raffle with some
amazing prizes, and over 100 locals streamed in to party the
night away. Rebecca represents the UK arm of AMERA which
provides assistance specifically to refugees in Egypt, while
Bridewell near Witney provides emotional well-being in its
beautiful walled gardens to people suffering from mental
illnesses. Funding is a constant challenge for these charities
and the evening raised an impressive £1,400 to share between
them. They would like to thank all the businesses who
provided the impressive raffle prizes that gave a major boost
to the fundraising. Particular thanks locally go to André and
Achille (voucher), Rosie B (interior makeover), Chippy Golf
Club (four-ball), the Leisure Centre (monthly gym and swim),
Reflexions (reflexology) and Victoria Smith (Sibford-based
massage). Julie has got the bug now and is planning a Winter
Solstice party at the Town Hall on 21 December so put that

gym 12 times over a 12-week period. They will then be eligible
to take up a discounted gym membership with no joining fee.
They will receive full support from our instructors to set
achievable goals and adapt programmes as they progress’. The
national £56 million scheme is being coordinated by Sport
England and the Oxfordshire Sports Partnership.

Walkers are welcome
Charlbury has become the first
Oxfordshire town to gain the
‘Walkers are Welcome’
accreditation welcoming
walkers and cyclists. The
scheme operates across Britain
and has helped more than 100
small towns to boost tourism,

support footpath
maintenance and
encourage the use of
public transport. A six-mile
launch event in August saw
Cornbury Park open up to
walkers along routes not
normally open to the
public. Charlbury Town Councillor and member of the town’s
Walkers are Welcome committee, Richard Fairhurst, said:
‘We’re delighted that our beautiful town has been recognised
by ‘Walkers are Welcome’. Charlbury offers a unique mix of
wonderful Cotswold landscapes and architecture with great
transport links. We don’t want to keep it all to ourselves.’ For
walks nearby see www.charlbury.info/walking. Walkers are
Welcome provides accredited status to UK towns which
meet its criteria, including public support, good public
transport links and a commitment to local footpath
maintenance. Further details at
www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk.

Katharine House update
Charity Gala Night Friday 4 October at Banbury Town Hall
features local-based UK drag act Shona Shuffles, chart-topping
80’s star Hazell Dean, pop hit 90’s star Nicki French plus many
local singers and dancers from the Sharon Green Dance
Academy. Tickets £10 include a drink and table nibbles. All
profits will be shared with Terence Higgins Trust and Banbury
Town Mayor’s Charities Fund. From Broadway To
Banbury is a celebration of award-winning musicals of on
Friday 18 and Saturday 19 October (7.30pm both evenings
plus 2.30pm Saturday matinee) at Marlborough Road
Methodist Church, Banbury. Tickets £10 from 01295 271414.
One third of the profits go to Katharine House. 

Make a will week Have you made a will? Does your
existing will need updating? During the week of 14-18
October, over 20 local solicitors and will writers are
generously donating their time and expertise to write a basic
or standard will or update your existing will in return for a
donation to the Hospice. Participating Chipping Norton
solicitors include Bradley Saul (648020), Denis Wynn & Co
(643036) and Dyakowski Gafford (643051). Festival of
Open Gardens – nearly done for this year but if you would
like to open your garden in 2014 for KHH contact Nicky
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in your diary and look out for more details in December’s
Chippy News!

Shoe Box appeal
It is that time of year again – time to get involved in the Shoe
Box appeal as part of Operation Christmas Child. Last year
1.12 million shoe boxes were sent from UK to children, like
those pictured here, who live in 14 other countries in the

midst of wars, natural disasters or extreme poverty. Often
this is the only Christmas gift they get so why not help to
make a child really happy? It is very simple. Choose an empty
shoe box and cover it in Christmas wrapping paper. First
decide if it’s for a girl or boy, and aged 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14 years.
Then fill your shoebox with suitable items such as small toys
(cars, yo-yo, a ball, teddy bear, etc), educational supplies (pens,
crayons, paper, etc), hygiene items (soap, toothbrush, flannel,
etc), other gifts (hat, gloves, scarf, necklace, etc). You could put
in sweets but you have to make sure the sell-by date is at least
March 2014. You are asked not to include chocolate, any items
that are war-related, fragile or dangerous. Books are not a
good idea as they will be sent to children who cannot read
English. Once you have filled the box with items you are asked
to donate a minimum of £2.50 towards delivery. 

More guidance is available on leaflets from CN Library or
Martin Hannant, 72 Churchill Road, 01608 643653 or
martinhannant@fsmail.net. Boxes need to be returned by
Tuesday 5 November. Martin will collect, if asked, or they can
be dropped off at St Mary’s School, CN, during school hours
or at CN Methodist Church at a Wednesday coffee morning. 

Martin Hannant

Save the Children Coffee
There will be a coffee morning in the Churchill and Sarsden
Village Hall on Friday 1 November from 10am until 12 noon. As
well as refreshments, there will be Christmas cards, bric-a-brac,
cake stall, raffle and much more. Do come along and support
this worthwhile cause. All proceeds to Save the Children.

Carole Oldman

Blanket safety checks
Does your electric blanket need a check-up? West
Oxfordshire District Council are organising two sessions
in October when you can take your blanket to be checked
by Trading Standards and Fire Service representatives.
Bookings for sessions: in Witney (Friday 11 October) and
Chipping Norton (Wednesday 23 October) must be made
in advance either online at westoxon.gov.uk or call 01993
861060.

PM backs books
Local MP David
Cameron was snapped
outside Jaffé & Neale
Bookshop in
September giving
support to the Books
Are My Bag national
campaign to promote
high street bookshops.
The campaign runs
right up to Christmas
– and it launched with
the Big Bookshop
Party on Saturday 14
September. Part of the
plan was to encourage
all book lovers to visit
their local favourite
bookshop, buy a book
and have their picture

taken. Patrick Neale from The Bookshop is President of the
Booksellers Association and was obvious pleased that our MP
was in support!

Over Norton Bazaar
There is a Christmas Bazaar on Sunday 3 November, 10 am-
1pm at Over Norton Village Hall. There will be Bodyshop,
Hyde Away Silver, Avon, Phoenix Cards, Bippity Boo, a raffle
and lots more! Over Norton WI are providing
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Police and crime update
This month’s update comes from the police neighbourhood update
and local press reports:

Dodgy scrap metal dealers:To crack down on scrap metal
thefts in Oxfordshire, under new laws Police and council
officers now have the power to enter and inspect scrap metal
sites and revoke or refuse licences if necessary. Dealers will

also have to register for licences. Detective Inspector Ian
Wood, from Thames Valley Police, said for the last 18 months
a team of four officers had been dedicated to reducing metal
thefts. He said: ‘Due to the increased activity of the police,
working closely with partner agencies such as the
Environment Agency and local authorities, metal theft fell in
2012/13 by 48 per cent across the force.’ Local to Chipping
Norton, in West Oxfordshire there were 130 thefts in
2011/12 and 108 in 2012/13.

Criminal Damage to Vehicles: Watch out! In recent
weeks several cars in Charlbury and Milton-Under-
Wychwood have had tyres slashed. In early September a
catalytic converter was stolen from a 4x4 Ford Ranger in the
garage area of Webb Crescent, Chipping Norton. Please call
police on 101 with any information.

Serving alcohol under age: A 53-year-old male was given
a £90 fixed penalty fine for serving alcohol to two girls who
were under 18 years of age during a test purchase operation
which took place in several public houses in and around
Chipping Norton.

Criminal damage at Mill: An 18-year-old male from
Chipping Norton was given a £90 fixed penalty disorder fine
for causing damage to wooden panelling at Bliss Mill. His
father has also paid the £50 repair costs as part of the
Restorative Justice disposal of this crime. 

Drug issues: A 20-year-old man from Hailey Avenue,
Chipping Norton has been charged with one count of
possession with intent to supply controlled Class B drugs and
was to appear at Banbury Magistrates Court. 

Roads Policing: In September and October police and road
unit patrols will be in and around Chipping Norton at the
request of the community – looking for speeding and other
offences such as the use of mobile phones and
drivers/passengers not using their seat belts.

To contact police call 101 or 08458505505 or email
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
To sign up for online crime alerts Receive free local crime
alerts and crime prevention advice see
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/

LOCAL NEWS

refreshments. Come along and make a start to your
Christmas shopping!

911 Cheeses in Churchill!
Local cheese expert, Juliet
Harbutt, who lives in Churchill,
was Chief Judge and organiser on
5 September at the 20th British
Cheese Awards held in marquees
on the village green at Churchill.
911 cheeses in 75 classes came
under the critical eyes – and taste
buds – of 55 expert judges giving
out 23 awards. The Awards were
established by Juliet to raise the
profile of British cheese and
create a recognised symbol of
excellence for all British cheeses. She said ‘The idea is to
inspire and educate people to show them how amazing
British cheeses are. There are some great cheese makers in
Britain and this year there were some particularly amazing
blue cheeses’. In 1985, after emigrating to the UK, Juliet
founded Jeroboams wine and cheese shop in London which
she sold in 1991 to concentrate on promoting artisan cheese.
She set up the British Cheese Awards in 1994 and the Great
British Cheese Festival in 2000.

Lido Lottery results
The winners of the Lido Lottery last month were: 1st prize
(£108.75): Rolie Clarke (70), 2nd prize (£65.25): Kevin
Goodey & Angie Robson (50), 3rd prize (£43.50): Clive Harris.

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDREN!S CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON
LEISURE CENTRE

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

WWW.MARTIALARTSVOUCHER.CO.UK
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HEALTH & WELLBEING SERVICES

After several months of hard work Beech
Haven has finally completed its change of
registration from being
purely a residential home
to a home that can
accommodate both
residential and nursing
residents. In order to
meet the ever changing
demands of social care
Beech Haven felt it was a
necessary change and
will ensure residents continue to experience
the excellent standards of care they deserve.
Beech Haven has recruited a nursing team
whose combined experience exceeds 70
years. All nurses specialise in various aspects
of nursing. Beech Haven!s nursing team has
fitted seamlessly alongside its established

care and ancillary workforce. Equipment and
facilities have been purchased and modified

to ensure we can react to
residents needs
immediately. Beech
Haven continues to excel
when working with
residents suffering from
Dementia, a service that
will only be enhanced by
working with experts on a
day to day basis. Beech

Haven will maintain its strong links with
Healthcare Professionals and continue to
work with members of the local community
who add so much to the home and enrich the
lives of residents. If you would like to visit or
arrange a viewing then please contact the
number above.

77 Burford Road,  Chipping Norton,  OX7 5EE
Tel: 01608 642766   Fax: 01608 644290  Website: www.beechhavencarehome.com   E-mail:

beechhaven@aol.com   Proprietor:  Ms M Whitehead

Beech Haven Care HomeAdvertisement

Osteopathy is an established system of
diagnosis and treatment that lays its main
emphasis on the structural integrity of the
body. It is distinctive in the fact it recognises
that much of the pain and disability we
suffer stems from abnormalities in the
function of the body structure as well as
damage caused by disease. Osteopathy uses
many of the diagnostic procedures used in
conventional medical assessment. Its main
strength lies in the unique way that the
patient is assessed from a mechanical,
functional and postural standpoint. The
manual methods of treatment applied suit
the needs of the individual patient.
Osteopaths are trained to look at the
mechanics and help the patient to achieve a
better sense of harmony in their
movements. This is done using articulation,
soft tissue, stretching, exercise and manipulation if necessary.
Treatment also includes looking at daily/regular patterns of
lifestyle/activity ... finding out what the triggers are that are

causing the problems and helping to identify
ways of reducing their impact.

Local Osteopath Gitte Pedersen
qualified from the European School of
Osteopathy in 1992 and since then has
worked principally in Oxfordshire. When she
became a mother, she sold her multi-
disciplinary practice in Wallingford and now
works from her home in Spring Street. She
treats a broad spectrum of patients. She says
that osteopathy is relevant for all age groups,
from pregnant mums with pelvic pain, to new
born babies suffering from colic, feeding
difficulties and sleep disturbances. These can
be helped by the gentle use of cranial
osteopathy, a refined and gentle form of the
traditional osteopathy. Often the pain people
are experiencing is a sign that their body has
become misaligned due to an accident or

through unbalanced use of the body. Gitte has a gentle but
firm approach to treatment and will tailor the work according
to the individual and how they present. 

Osteopathy
This is a further item in the series in the News on local specialist health and wellbeing

services this time featuring Chipping Norton resident and local Osteopath Gitte Pedersen.

For further information contact Gitte on 642320 or 07990 758730 or visit  www.gitte-pedersen.co.uk
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its Pembroke Street base in Oxford. By the time she left, she
had been at Browns for 13 years. 

Sally, who has lived in Chipping Norton since 1997, and
‘loves that everyone here seems so warm and friendly’, left
Browns partly due to becoming a mother – she has daughter
Emily, eight, and son Charlie, six, both of whom are at
Kingham Primary. Needing a more flexible job, she saw an
opportunity at Chippy Lido, she puns, ‘to get my toe back in
the water’. As she says, ‘I knew I could bake, it’s a short season,
and so there was little risk.’ So three summers ago, she
started working up at Fox Close, and was gratified that her
efforts ‘were so well received, it was lovely’. At around the
same time, she also set up Brown Cow Events, a bespoke
catering company, dealing with people’s requests whatever
the event or its size. Recently, she catered for a 50th birthday
party – held in a marquee at the Lido – and for the charity
Summer Soiree held at the Town Hall. She also did the
catering for the Phone Co-op’s recent 15th birthday
celebrations.

Some of Sally’s work can be a ‘labour of love’ – time-
consuming and hard work. But she clearly loves it and says, ‘In
the last year, I’ve become more confident about my abilities.’
She has no five-year plan, but as she enjoys what she does so
much, she says she’d simply like to continue to establish herself
as a caterer in the Cotswolds. She is currently investigating a
delivery service, cooking and delivering delicious home-cooked
meals to order over the winter months – watch out for
updates on her website! Much of her business comes through
word of mouth, or through people talking to her at the Lido,
trying her cakes and realising what she can do. Quite
appropriate for someone who says she is ‘always very
interested in food, especially its social aspect – every day for me
is different, and I get to meet and talk to lots of people.’

For more information about Brown Cow Events, see
www.browncowevents.com or contact Sally on
sallybrown142@btinternet.com or 07813 105415.

Sally Brown, caterer and foodie
A sunny summer at the Lido in Chipping Norton will have seen people many sampling the

delights of the successful café – run by Sally Brown. The News went to find out more

An ever cheerful face
behind the counter in the
Lido café for the past three
seasons, Sally Brown has
won plaudits from none
other than The Times for
her food – not just the
infamous ‘cheesy chips’, but
also her own quiches, tarts
and cakes that provide
hungry swimmers with
some home-cooked
nourishment. Sally, who
lives on West Street, is
originally from ‘the other
side’, she says darkly –
south Oxfordshire; that is,
being brought up in Appleford and educated in Wallingford.
But she has a more exotic background than that implies –
her parents were ‘Ten Pound Poms’ – the term used in
Australia for Brits who migrated Down Under after the
Second World War under an Australian Government
assisted passage scheme. The scheme, which reached a
peak in the late ‘60s, continued until as recently as 1982.
Sally’s parents had her sister in Australia, before becoming
homesick and returning to Britain, living initially in
Wokingham, where Sally was born. 

Always interested in food and cooking, Sally went to what
is now Middlesex University to study for a BSc in Hotel and
Catering Management with French. As part of her course, she
spent six months in France and also worked at luxury spa
Champneys. On graduating, she worked as a waitress for
Oxford restaurant chain Browns, working her way up to
become a manager. She also worked for its offshoot Gee’s,
and for the company’s base in Mayfair in London. After that,
she moved to Human Resources for the company, working at

Hitchmans Mews, 2 West Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AA
01608 643139

Wonderful in-salon treatments and a full range of
REDKEN and PUREOLOGY home hair products

For more information, opening times, special offers etc. please find
us on Facebook or visit our website www.rjhair.com

We are a REDKEN and
PUREOLOGY Salon

offering Fantastic Cuts
and Amazing Colours
including the stunning

new CHROMATICS
ammonia-free colours

Please like our page
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HISTORY FEATURE

Town’s royal celebrations
The marriage day of our beloved Queen was celebrated
in this town and neighbourhood in various ways,
according to the peculiar taste of classes, companies and
families. As a more prominent
measure, we name the
circumstance of the planting of
an oak tree, on a plot of ground at
the north eastern entrance to the
Town, a plan long thought of,
although but till recently made
known, by our respectable
townsman, Mr. John Matthews.
The above-mentioned piece of
ground, formerly used as a place
of deposit for timber, stones and
other refuse, is now prepared and
paid out in the shape of the letters
‘V and A’ to be enclosed and
planted with trees and shrubs, and
henceforward to be called "The
Victoria and Albert Gardens". For
the reception of the celebrated
oak, "The Queen's Oak", a mount was raised; and at the
hour of the marriage ceremony (as near as may be) the
tree was planted, many of the townspeople assisting to
place around it the soil that should sustain its roots, and
all wishing it might thrive and remain uninjured'.

“When a hundred years are gone"
A band of music attended to enliven the scene.
Immediately after this an immense number of buns were
served out to the poorer class, together with a glass of
wine each, to drink the health of the illustrious couple at
the head of the realm. At five o'clock the Mayor,
Corporation, and many of the townspeople, with several
gentlemen of the neighbourhood, assembled at the
White Hart lnn where an excellent dinner was provided
by Mr. Sparshott, the landlord, which, with the wines

Police station – a historical note
With the news that Chipping Norton’s Police Station is to
close, a historical note is worth making. The station was
opened in 1865 after the new County Constabulary
purchased the use of the land from the Town. It remains the
oldest operational station in the Thames Valley area. Closure
might be a slight surprise to those who attended the 1999
major furbishment with then Mayor Graham Beacham cutting
the tape and Inspector Simon Blake saying that the work
would ‘reassure local people that their 19th century police
station will flourish well into the 21st century’. It seems it only
made it 13 years into that century….

The Victoria and Albert Gardens
Another historical memory was stirred by Brenda Morris who sent the News the press cutting below from Jackson’s
Oxford Journal of 1840. In February that year Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were married and the Town held a
major celebration and inaugurated the Victoria and Albert Gardens, made in the shape of a V and A, exactly on the
site where the police station was later built. It seems much ‘pleasure and hilarity’ ensued. The gardens did not
survive long – but the V and A can still be imagined from the London Road and Banbury Road corner.  Here is what
was written:

etc, gave great satisfaction to the company. On the
removal of the cloth, the Chairman, Thomas Rolls Esq
Mayor, gave "The Queen" which was responded to with
enthusiastic expressions of loyalty. Then followed: "The

Queen's Illustrious Consort
Albert”, Prince Albert also
received great cheering. "The
Queen Dowager" with the rest
of the Royal Family, The Army
and Navy. W.S.Hitchman, vice
president proposed "The Health
of Colonel Dawkins" who had
been invited by the mayor and
corporation to dine with the
party. W Aplin Esq in the
absence of the gallant Colonel
returned thanks and read an
answer expressive of regret that
owing to peculiar circum-
stances, he was unable to
attend. Many other toasts

followed, amongst which were 'The Chairman", "The
Vice-President, The Lady of our worthy Mayor, The
Manufacturers of England, Success to Agriculture and
Commerce" to which Mr Fowler of Kingham replied an
appropriate address that the support derived by each of
these two great classes depended on the success of the
other. Several individual toasts were given and songs
sung, which added much to the evening's entertainment
and on leaving the dining room the company sang the
National Anthem, in solo and chorus and returned to
take coffee and spent the rest of the evening with
amusements of the drawing room, which were kept up
till a late hour, the whole party having enjoyed a degree
of pleasure and hilarity.' 

Queen Victoria first met her German cousin, Prince
Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, in 1836, and they
became engaged during his second visit to England in
1839. Their wedding took place on 10 February 1840

at the Chapel Royal, St James’s Palace, and their
wedding breakfast was held at Buckingham Palace. 

(From Jackson’s Oxford Journal)
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FEATURE: WELFARE REFORM

While people in West Oxfordshire
are relatively well off, many rely on
income support, housing and other
benefits. Austerity and welfare reforms
are now starting to have an impact. Will

it affect you in Chipping Norton? In
August, Citizens

Advice published their
national YouGov survey saying over
half of those on low incomes have had
to resort to savings accounts in the
past six months, and 37% say they have
no savings to turn to. The Bureaux’s
CEO Gillian Guy, said ‘Millions of
families are facing a perfect storm of
pressures on their budgets. The
combined impact of welfare upheaval,
cuts to public spending, low wages and
the high cost of living is putting unbearable pressure on many
households, forcing them to seek emergency help putting
food on the table. Citizens Advice are particularly concerned

Feeling the pinch in Chippy?
that many people will struggle to budget with monthly benefit
payments. Nine out of 10 people told bureaux they are not
prepared for Universal Credit.’

What about Oxfordshire? An August report for the Local
Government Association suggested the reforms nationally
could see the average family currently drawing benefits could

be up to £31 a week worse off.
Oxfordshire welfare rights adviser
Peter Turville, (from the charity
Oxford Community Work Agency)
says the new Universal Credit system,
which will start rolling out this
autumn, will leave many worse off and
will mean complicated work for local
advice centres. The DWP deny this,
but some Council chiefs, including
Oxford City’s Peter Sloman, say that
local councils may end up providing a

safety net which will hit other spending. He says the
Government’s Benefits Cap will affect 200 Oxford families
and 956 will lose benefits because of the ‘Bedroom tax’.

Gillian Guy CEO of the Citizens Advice Bureau

Council Tax Reduction Scheme Council Tax benefit has
already been replaced with a local Council Tax Reduction
scheme which from April 2013 is the responsibility of Local
Authorities. West Oxfordshire District Council decided to
run their scheme the same way as the old Council Tax
Benefit scheme and so most people did not notice any
change for 2013/14. However from April 2014 this is likely to
change. Older people and people with disabilities may be
protected from any cuts to rebate but if you are under the
age for getting Pension Credit, it is likely you will have to pay
some money towards your Council Tax bill.

Universal Credit? Universal credit will replace many
existing benefits and if you are already receiving income
related benefits and are of working age, it is likely you will be
transferred to Universal Credit by 2017. Universal credit is
a means tested benefit, which means the amount you get
depends on how much income and savings you've got. It is
not taxable and will be paid monthly. It is a benefit for people
of working age and will replace such benefits as Income
Support, Income Based Job Seeker's Allowance, Income
Related Employment and Support Allowance, Child and
Working Tax Credit and Housing Benefit. The first stage for
most claims for Universal Credit will need to made online
followed then by a face-to-face interview at a Jobcentre Plus
office.
Disability benefit changes If you are sick or disabled
there are different benefits that you may be able to claim.

Personal Independence Payments (PIP) is replacing Disability
Living Allowances (for adults only). PIP will be paid (to
people between 16 and 64) if you're very ill or disabled and
have trouble getting around or need help with day to day
living. If you are on DLA near its end, you will be notified and
invited to claim PIP. You will not automatically be transferred
to PIP – you must claim. If your circumstances change and
you ask for your DLA to be looked at again, you will be
asked to make a claim for PIP instead. Once a PIP claim has
been made, your DLA claim will be closed. If you are over 65
Attendance Allowance is paid to those who need help. Those
people already receiving Attendance Allowance will not be
affected. Children receiving DLA will continue to do so until
they are 16, when they would then need to make a new
claim for PIP.

Benefits Cap From 15 July 2013 the benefits cap was
introduced – a limit on the total money from certain
benefits you can get if you're of working age. The Benefit Cap
currently only affects people getting Housing Benefit
although eventually it will also affect people getting Universal
Credit. The cap will apply to household income from most
benefits, including Child Tax Credit. The DWP will calculate
the total amount of benefit that you can receive based on
your individual circumstances, and if your benefits currently
exceed this, your housing benefit will be restricted up to the
maximum allowance of all benefits in payment. This means
that you may have to start contributing to your rent. 

For more information contact Citizens Advice Adviceline on 08444 111 444 or visit www.adviceguide.org.uk  Calls cost 5p per
minute from a landline, or more from a mobile phone. Chipping Norton Citizens Advice Bureau is open for drop in on Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday mornings 10am-12.30pm. Also see www.caox.org,uk. If you are interested in volunteering at the
Chipping Norton Citizens Advice Bureau please contact admin@wocab.org.uk

Welfare reforms – finding out more
Government changes mean that many existing benefits have been or are due to be abolished

and/or replaced by a new benefits system. Here is a quick guide including information provided
by the Citizens Advice Bureau in Chipping Norton.
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The Theatre
Reviews:
Someone Who'll Watch Over Me 
19-28 September at The Theatre Chipping Norton
Written by Frank McGuinness and first performed in 1992,
the play looks back to a prolonged period of war in the
Lebanon, when hostage taking was common practice and its

victims spent years incarcerated.  The CN Theatre
production, set in the round, gave its audience an intimate
insight into the lives of three of those hostages, their
moments of despair, resolution, solidarity and laced liberally
with humour. The lighting together with sound effects of
clanging chains with which they were attached to the walls
and shuffled movements around the limited space emphasised
the constricted atmosphere and their enclosed and fearful
daily lives. The minimal changes on the stage enhanced the
restrictive nature of the hostages’ oppressive existence
where night and day merged into one long black nightmare
and where sleep brought little relief.

The three actors, George Banks, Andrew Macklin and
Johnson Willis, playing the American, the Irishman and the
Englishman,  fed off one another, sometimes with anger,
sometimes with affection and humour and  the three formed
a bond which gave them the strength to live out each day.
Director Caroline Leslie commented that the play showed
‘the freedom of the human spirit and redemptive quality of
meeting other human beings and saving each other from the
crushing awfulness’ of their situation. Her director skills

certainly translated this perfectly. The first night audience was
gripped throughout, moving from pain to laughter and tears.
A great production.

Winston On The Run
10 September at The Theatre Chipping Norton
An eventful year in the life of the young Winston Churchill
was played out to amazing effect by actor, Freddie Machin. He
performed an intensely watchable play which focused on
Churchill's brief time as a war correspondent in South Africa
after losing the Oldham by-election in 1899. He was
imprisoned by the Boers, escaped, had a ransom on his head
and yet made it back to England in time to win Oldham in the
General Election of 1900! All this was portrayed at speed by
Machin in a remarkable one-man show which revealed many
facets of the young aristocrat. Never has the term 'derring-do'
been more appropriate. This was the first performance of a
UK tour in 30 venues lasting until the end of October.

Gay Holden
Shakespeare:
An opportunity this month to see the work of the Bard
in various ways
View it straight, as in Othello Adrian Lester in the title role
as the Moor of Venice, Othello and Rory Kinnear as the
duplicitous Iago, his trusted officer, in this Shakespearean
tragedy captured live last month from the National Theatre.
7pm Thursday 3 October & 10.15am Wednesday 14 October 
or with a twist – four completely different takes on
Shakespeare:

Take 1: Midnight At The Boar's Head Music and
storytelling with a Shakespearean twist! The Boar’s Head in
London’s Cheapside was Shakespeare’s favourite pub. Here
you'll find an array of colourful characters. Grab yourself a
glass and come join them in this foot-stomping romp show
with live music and folk-fuelled story-telling. The venue is built
to recreate a tavern setting, so seating is limited and on a first
come first served basis. Written and directed by Tom Spencer;
A Theatre Royal, Bath & Fine Chisel presentation.
Doors open at 7pm, Saturday. 19 October at Cogges Manor Farm.
Tickets and more information from the Theatre box office 642350
and www.cogges.org.uk

Take 2: Cymbeline – A Wager Of Love A rich, vibrant and
grandiose Indian twist to Shakespeare’s Cymbeline. Romantic,
magical, comic yet tragic, this production brings an exotic
flavour to the original text with an international cast and an
Academy Award-winning designer. The production, from
British Asian company Phizzical, is supported by Belgrade
Theatre Coventry and the Royal Shakespeare Company.
7.45pm Wednesday 9 – Friday 11 October 

WIN TWO TICKETS FOR
To win a pair of tickets Michael Liddell’s
piano recital at  The Theatre 3pm Sunday
20 October just answer this question;
What word does cockney rhyming
slang use for a piano? 

Answers to be dropped into The Theatre by 11 October
addressed to Chipping Norton News Competition or emailed
to press@chippingnortontheatre.com with Competition in the
subject line

COMPETITION!!

Edward (Andrew Macklin) Michael (Johnson Willis)
and Adam (George Banks)

Judy Buckingham & Alison Huitt
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Take 3: The Merchant of Venice Pocket Sized After the
success of Pocket Henry the fantastic Propeller company are
back with Pocket Merchant, a darkly comic tale of greed and
revenge. After the hour-long show, audiences are invited to
join the actors for a 40 minute feedback session. Suitable for
ages 11+ 
Wednesday 16 October at 1.30 & 7pm

Take 4: The Complete Works by The Reduced Shakespeare
Company. Watch the men in tights as they weave their way
through all of Shakespeare’s Comedies, Histories and
Tragedies in one wild irreverent ride that will leave you
breathless and helpless with laughter. If you love Shakespeare,
you’ll love this show. If you hate Shakespeare, you’ll love this
show too!
7.45pm Saturday 12 October 

For more information on any of these events, please contact
The Theatre Box Office on 642350 or visit
www.chippingnortontheatre.com

Half-term workshops:
Music, Magic & Mystery 
The Oxford Concert Party, which runs concerts and
education workshops for young people, will be leading this
workshop which culminates in a ‘sharing’ at 12.30pm.
6-11 years Tuesday 29 October 10am-1pm

Sorcery, Spells & Storytelling
Actress Polly Highton will lead this spooky storytelling
workshop. Participants will work on choral speaking,
characterisation and soundscapes to create their own stories
which will be performed at 12.45pm. 
5-8 years Wednesday 30 October 10.30am-1pm

Panto season begins next month
Jack and the Giant is this season's pantomime at The
Theatre, Chipping Norton. Written by Ben Crocker, it puts a
new twist on a traditional tale, whilst retaining all the classic
panto elements that our Theatre guarantees; a poor down-
trodden hero, a beautiful maiden, a baddie, plenty of catchy
songs, jokes, lots of audience participation, and handfuls of
throw-away sweets. Parents, who as children sat enthralled in
the stalls, are now coming with their own children. The multi-
talented cast of seven, playing a huge array of instruments, are
joined by a company of puppets to create this musical
extravaganza.
19 November 2013 to 12 January 2014

Puss in Boots & The Nortonians’  Golden Anniversary
Puss in Boots, written by Stuart Paterson is a comic retelling
of the popular tale of an outstanding Cat and his master, Rob.
Be afraid; be very afraid of Grizzly Guts the Giant!
7.30pm, Friday 8 and 3pm and 3pm Saturday 9 November, at the
Methodist Church, West Street, Chipping Norton! Tickets will be
available from the usual outlets from 14 October (all Saturday
matinée tickets will be £5).

2014 marks the 50th anniversary of the Nortonians! Next
year's programme starts in the spring with a classic ‘whodunit’
(title to be revealed shortly). There will be three
performances 1-3 May 2014 at the Methodist Church. Mark
the dates in your diaries! If you would like to tread the boards
or help out technically, backstage or front of house please
contact Andrew Pitman – andrewpitman123@btinternet.com
or 01993 830930.

Music Therapy Sessions 
Between 5 February and 3 May this year, The Theatre
coordinated Music Therapy sessions, funded by the Esmée
Fairbairn Foundation, for three local care homes. Music
Therapists work with people of all ages, with a wide range of
health needs but with this project The Theatre predominantly
focused on older people, some with dementia.

Through the use of song, music, percussion instruments and
improvisation residents were encouraged to participate,
providing the opportunity to interact with the therapist and
others in the group. This therapy is a proven aid used to
encourage individual’s self expression by exploring the world
of sound and developing a non-verbal path of emotional
communication as well as providing a meaningful occupation
to the individual. Through music therapy the residents can use
skills which remain intact to regain a sense of identity, express
emotion, to maintain a sense of autonomy and most
importantly to share an experience with others, thus
increasing motivation and enhancing quality of life.

The homes selected were Southerndown Care Home,
Henry Cornish Care Centre and Beech Haven Care Home.
Each received an initial visit from a qualified music therapist
during which a presentation was delivered to staff, residents
and relatives explaining music therapy and the aims of the
project. The homes then received twelve weekly forty-minute
sessions for their residents. Percussion instruments were
provided by the music therapist during the sessions and,

The Theatre’s Take Part Director Anne Gill (centre) pictured
with Southerndown residents Winifred Woodward and

Alma Ferriday 
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following a consultation with each care home after the twelve
weeks concluded, instruments favoured by the residents and
staff were purchased and presented to them in August. This
will enable the Activity Coordinators and staff at the homes
to continue music-making with the residents now that the
project has ended, thus creating a long-lasting sociable and
pleasurable activity.

PM's favourite
churches
The National Churches Trust
is 60 years old so asked 60
well-known people to choose
their favourite churches.
David Cameron chose All
Saints, Spelsbury (left) and St
Mary the Virgin, Witney, both
praised in Oxfordshire’s Best
Churches, the book mentioned
in July’s News.

See website http://www.favouritechurches.org.uk/ for all the
churches and who chose them.

Art & activities in Woodstock
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock
Woodstock Open Show by Oxford Art Society: until 13
October, free admission.

The Stuff Collective: until 20 October Former students of
the Foundation Art & Design course from Abingdon & Witney
College bring together their latest work. Free admission.

October Half Term Children’s Activities are being held
at the Museum on Tuesday 29 and Wednesday 30 October.
details: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/childrens-
activities-oxfordshire-museum

Art in Woodstock
The Town's annual visual arts festival in venues around the
Town continues with this year's theme of portraits, Free, 19
October–9 November

Other Arts events
This edition of the
News comes out
the day after

Chipping Norton Rotary Club’s popular ChippyJazz and Music
event. Lots of the team will have enjoyed the day and will
report on it in the November edition.

True Colours? How Art influences the way we think
about textile colours. Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts
Society's October Lecture is given by Dr Susan Kay-Williams,
Chief Executive of the Royal School of Needlework. She will
illustrate the differences between what colours painters could
achieve, using semi-precious stones and earth ochres, and
what dyers could achieve using plants and insects.
9 October 11am with coffee from 10.15am Bradwell Village Hall,
Burford OX18 4XF. Non-members welcome (suggested donation
£8) visit www.cotswolddfas.org. for details.

Design, Art and History of the Garden is the subject of
Hook Norton Arts Society's new autumn programme, and
begins with an in-depth look at the Gardens of the Medici, an
illustrated talk given by Dr David Boswell, at 2pm, Thursday 31
October. Hook Norton Primary School. No need to book,
just turn up, £8 each. For information about other talks in the
series, tel. John Lilley 01608 730662 or email Naomi on
naomibowen@gmail.com.

Two Concerts in Burford:
Lenthall Concert Season continues with the locally-based
but internationally acclaimed Carducci Quartet. Their
programme will include string quartets by Haydn and
Beethoven (op.132) as well as Britten’s Three Divertimenti.
7.30pm Wednesday, 6 November at Burford School.Tickets at the
door (£14), or in advance (£12) from Madhatter Bookshop
Burford, 01993 822539, from Music Stand Witney, 01993
774890, or from Lenthall Concerts, 01993 824949. Further
details of concerts in the 2013-14 series are available at
www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk.

Burford Singers Autumn Concert. The singers are
performing Glinka: Overture to Ruslan and Ludmilla, Gounod:
St Cecilia Mass and Puccini: Messa di Gloria. This concert
brings together the greatest operatic melody-makers as they
turn their attention to music for the church. Anyone who
enjoys good tunes and romantic operatic style should find this
combination irresistible, with gloriously uplifting writing for
choir, soloists and orchestra. Conductor: Brian Kay with the
Cotswold Chamber Orchestra, Leader Kate Bailey Soloists:
Mary Bevan, Soprano Thomas Elwin, Tenor Quentin Hayes,
Bass.
7.30pm Sunday 24 November at St John the Baptist, Church
Green Burford OX18 4RY. Tickets: (£17.50, £15 and £10) from The
Mad Hatter Bookshop, details above, booking form available at
http://www.burford-singers.org.uk/booking_form_November2013.pdf

Ashmolean Museum Oxford
Francis Bacon/Henry Moore: Flesh and Bone A major
exhibition of works by these giants of twentieth century
western art. A large collection of paintings by Bacon and
sculptures and drawings by Moore have been carefully
selected for this show to bring out the similarities and
differences between their work. showing now until 19 January
2014.

Independent Bookseller of the Year 2007

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

AUTUMN EVENTS
PROGRAMME

Or join our mailing list 

Come in to find details
of our 
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Cricket Club
Senior Teams
Yet again another good season at the Club, The 1st XI finished
sixth in their league. The 2nd XI had a great season and finished
with a cup win and were runners up in the league. A big thank
you to everyone who has helped the Club during the season.
The end of season dinner is being organised and the Club
hopes to field a team in the Indoor League at Banbury over
the winter. The 1st XI finished sixth.

Youth Section – U15 Team
The rapidly developing youth section expanded this year to
include an under-15 squad who have made impressive
progress under head youth coach Ian Widdows and U15
manager David King. 

Entry into the ECB U15 National Club Championship
(Oxfordshire division) saw daunting early season fixtures
against well-established teams such as Great Tew, Charlbury,
Banbury and Shipton-under-Wychwood, but the team steadily
improved, securing their first victory against Stonesfield, and
then continuing to make progress in a series of friendly
fixtures.

An entry in the Tew six-a-side tournament on August
bank holiday weekend showed just how far the boys have
improved, with wins against Great Tew and Minster Lovell A,
before narrowly losing out to Oxford Downs in a decider to
see who would go forward to the final – a superb effort by all
seven squad members, with stand-out performances on the
day from Jamie King (100 runs), Arthur Ward (65 runs) and
Danny Molyneux (super-economical bowling and useful runs).
A series of fiercely contested in-house friendly matches with
mixed U13/15 teams rounded off a busy season, followed by
the junior awards evening at the club on Friday 7 September
The squad are already looking forward to next year; all this
season’s players will still be eligible and a num-ber of

promising U13s will graduate to U15s. However, the club is
still looking to add strength in depth and would welcome the
arrival of new U15s of all abilities for next season. Please
contact Ian Widdows on 07795 100952 or David King on
07801 758940 for more information. 

Award winners: 
Under 11s
Player of the year: Owen Michael
Manager’s player: Kieran Rose
Most improved: Harry Jackson
Under 13s
Player of the year: Morgan Stevens
Manager’s player: Marshall Devas
Most improved: Jacob Hawley
Under 15s
Player of the Year – Danny Molyneux
Manager’s player – Tom Pearce
Most improved player – Luke Ryman

Trampoline
To celebrate the anniversary of last year’s Olympics, Higher

Energy Trampoline Club hosted a grass roots competition on
13 July, attracting over 180 participants from across the
County! This was a great end to a fantastic year for our club,
which was a runner up for the BBC sports awards, ‘Club of
the Year’.

Higher Energy TC is a fun, progressive club which trains
on Saturday mornings at Chipping Norton Leisure Centre.
Please call 0789 1419793 or email higher-
energy@hotmail.co.uk for availability. 

Chipping Norton Bowls Club
Congratulations to the Men’s outdoor team who have been
promoted for the second year running and will now compete
in the 2nd division of the Oxford and District Bowls League.
And congratulations to all finalists in the recent outdoor
section club competitions for some very tight and
competitive games .
The winners were as follows:
Never Won Competition: after a very close match Len
Macdonald defeated Roberta Jarvie 21/20 .
Married Couples: Carole and Jeff Martin defeated Nicola and
Ken Jones 22/12
John Quinn Singles Trophy: Keith Field beat Bill Jarvie 7/2 8/7.
Two Woods Competition: Keith Field defeated Carole Martin 21
/14
Drawn Pairs: Jeff Martin and Bill Jarvie beat June Macdonald and
Tony Backer Holst 21/18
Ladies Pairs: After a very close match Roberta Jarvie and Sue
Hagland beat Rosemary Brooks and Nina Boulton 18/17.

Batting 50 or more runs
B Tew 155   76  50
S Evans 129 119 105 89 69 55 50
I Windows 94   51
M Grantham 87  69   68
D Warner-Carter 81
D Stafford 67  66  57  50
K Duester 67  54
M Tompkins 66  57  52
J McGeown 65
R Warner-Carter 64
D Underhill 50

Bowling 5 or more wickets
S Baxter 6-20
A Tompkins 5-15
J McGeown 5-31
K Chester 5-36
M Jarvis 5-43
D Warner-Carter 5-43

Individual performances for the 2013 league season
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Over 60s: John Benfield a one time winner of all the
competitions at both club level and County (except ladies!)
beat Keith Field 21/11.
Mens Singles: After a very tense final Keith Field defeated
Stuart Davis 23/19.
Mens Pairs: Len Macdonald and Stuart Davis beat John Benfield
and Des Boulton 19/8.
Ladies Singles: Carole Martin in another very close contest
defeated Nicola Jones 21/18.
Club Triples Competition: was won by Mollie Bowlt, Carole
Martin and Stuart Davis.
For details call Roberta Jarvie 643556  or John Bowlt 684140

Football
Chadlington Whites’
first League match of the
season was an away game
against Banbury Irish
ending in a 2-0 defeat in
the last ten minutes
despite a determined and
composed performance.
Well done to every player.

Golf Club
Test Cricketer joins the Club: The Club is delighted to

welcome England
Test Cricketer
Gladstone Small
as a member.
Gladstone also
played Cricket for
Warwickshire and
South Australia
and is currently a
member of
Wentworth Golf
Club. He made his
Test debut for

England in August
’86 against New Zealand at Nottingham & finished his Test
Match career against Australia in Perth, February ’91.

Gladstone had his moment of glory helping England retain the
Ashes in 1986-87 in front of 58,000 on Boxing Day at the
MGC by splitting Australia’s 1st Innings Wickets with Ian
Botham, taking 5 for 48. Australia were all out for 141 and
Gladstone was named ‘Man of the Match’.

Ladies Champion: Caroline Johnson won the Ladies 36
Hole Beamish Club
Championship in
August. Ladies
Captain, Jenny
Reynolds was the
runner up. Junior
Harriet Hancock is
Ladies Handicap
Champion as a result
of a very consistent
per-formance while
Jane Laurie finished
second. 

Sport in Brief
Sports Awards: The Oxfordshire Sports Awards are now
taking nominations and there are plans to organise another
Town Sports Awards. More details in next month’s News.
Alice Powell: Still leads the F3 Cup standings. However after
crashing out in two races, her lead has been cut to ten points
with four races to go.
Sports reports: We welcome all reports on local sport and
especially photos. Contact me on 01608 810047 for details.

Graham Beacham

Asst Pro Danny Phillips, Glucka
Wijesuriya, Chairman, Shenley Park

Sports Centre, Gladstone Small &
Malcolm Bruce General  Manager 

Ladies Captain Jenny Reynolds,
Champions Caroline Johnson & Harriet
Hancock & Lady President Jennie Boyle

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 
Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Hubble for History Society
An attentive audience listened to Roseanne Butler unfolding
the history of the early settlers of an area later to be known
as Cowley. With clarity and skill she built up a picture of the
changing landscape upon which the causeway, still the main
route into Oxford, was built. Its purpose was to enable the
settlers to travel safely with their goods for market across the
evils of the marsh, the perils of which are commemorated by
a coin in the belfry of the church of St James. This was an
evening of storytelling!

A different world will be presented to us on 14 October.
Grahame Kirby will be talking about the Hubble Telescope,
and the worlds it can reveal to us. Come along to the
Methodist Hall in West Street at 7.30pm. Tea, coffee and
biscuits are provided. So we look forward to seeing you then.

Liz Whitaker

Rambling Club find lost village
Some years have passed since we last walked in the Burford
area – as always the Town was very busy on this Sunday
afternoon. However, we found parking spots in the car park
behind the church alongside the picturesque River Windrush
and proceeded along Witney Street to pick up the footpath
that again followed the river as far as St Oswold's Church at
Widford – the humps and hollows indicating the site of the
lost village of the valley settlement of some 1500 years ago in
Romano-British times. Having a welcome break in the cool of
the church we spent time examining the various features and
looked for the mosaic flooring in the Chancel. We then slowly
wended our way up the Dean Bottom track to the little road
towards Fulbrook. Bypassing the village over a series of stiles
that led us on to the very busy A361 just above the
roundabout and bridge our 21/2 hour walk was complete. Our
leader then invited us to her garden for a very welcome
cuppa to end the most enjoyable afternoon. We hope to
include Burford again in our next year’s programme as so
much of interest lies along the Windrush Valley and an
extended walk would take us to the other two churches
nearby of Swinbrook and Asthall perhaps on an all day walk
when more time could be spent enjoying the history of this
most ancient part of the Cotswolds,

Our last walk of the summer will leave the New Street
Car Park at 2pm on Sunday 6 October after which we will
revert to a 1.30pm start during the winter months.

Diana Rose

All change at NOOG
In a revision to our planned programme, our September
meeting was back at Little Tew when we took the opportunity
to discuss possible new directions for North Oxfordshire
Organic Gardeners. We were very heartened by our
members’ enthusiastic support and imaginative ideas. As a
result, we have a revitalised committee and may even find
ourselves relocating to Chippy for our indoor meetings from
February next year. But until the end of 2013 we’ll continue
to meet in Little Tew. On Wednesday 2 October we’ll be
having our own Gardeners’ Question Time with professional
gardeners Tracy Lean and Roger Naumann on the panel. And
on 6 November, Adam Twine, founding member of Westmill
Wind Farm Co-operative (some readers may be familiar with
the wind turbines on the A420 between Oxford and

Swindon) will share the experience of developing the broad
range of community co-operatives at Westmill Farm. Meetings
start at 7.30 at the Timberyard Room, Little Tew. Visitors are
welcome. Phone 683624 for more information.

Lindsay Johnstone

Green Gym goes banqueting
Well, not quite! but
at the request of the
Landmark Trust we
worked within sight
of two resplendent
‘banqueting halls’ at
Chipping Campden,
all that is left of a
17th century manor
house and grounds.
We cleared nettles
and fallen willow

trees from the ornamental grounds. Rather too distant to
work there often but yet another beautiful site.

Nearer home we have cleared more brambles in Kingham
Millennium Wood (and picked blackberries to take home) and
cleared ivy from the church wall opposite Chippy castle
mound. And – most important! – we have started preparing
for Apple Day at the Chippy Community Orchard on Sunday
20 October (see p34), cutting the grass and weeding the
young trees. No pears or plums but the apples are coming on
well.

Join us on Wednesday mornings. There are jobs for all
ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts may be
available. Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org to find
out more or contact me by phone on 643269 or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington

Railway Club’s old favourite
There can be no doubt of the popularity of our September
speaker, Dave Baker. Over fifty members and visitors attended
the meeting. This was Dave’s 21st annual visit to the Club with
his archive railway films. He is now in his seventies and drives
up from London every September, staying in a B&B in the
Town overnight. We say, well done Dave and long may you be
a welcome visitor. This time we had three British Transport
films and two of the very entertaining series ‘Look at life’,
which replaced Pathé News in the 50s. One of the BT films
was very telling and still appropriate today. It told the story of
‘Robbie’ who played on the railway line with his mates. You
can guess the rest, a tragic but not fatal accident, which left
him crippled and unable to play his beloved football. Another
featured the Irish ferry from Stranraer to Larne in 1963,
which pleased me as I actually travelled to Ireland on this very
journey in the summer of ’63. As a contrast, it was great to
see the ‘Look at Life’ film about travel in central London in the
50s. The commuters on their way to ‘business’ – men with
their bowler hats and briefcases, others more casually
dressed, wearing trilbies. As for the ladies, well, always with a
hat and gloves and tottering along in their impossibly high
heeled shoes. Great stuff! 

More films in October from Michael Clemens and on 5
November a further visit from Colin Boocock with ‘Railways
of Japan’. Do think about coming along for friendly chat with
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free tea/coffee and biscuits in the interval. We welcome new
members or visitors to the Town. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Milk and more at CNWI
On 11 September members of Chipping Norton Women’s
Institute enjoyed a nostalgic evening when Sylvia Brown
reminisced about her many years of work on a milk round.
Sylvia’s anecdotes about deliveries in all sorts of weather
drumming up customers in new areas selling extra goods and
latterly looking after the stores at the dairy’s depot all made
for a very entertaining talk.

We commence our afternoon sessions of meetings on 9
October when Martin Hannant will tell us tales from a cruise
ship. Visitors and new members are always welcome to join us
in the Lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Horticultural winter beckons
After a very successful summer, Chipping Norton
Horticultural Association commences its winter season on
Wednesday 16 October at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church
hall. The speaker is John Cornwall from Buckenham making a
return visit. His illustrated talk is entitled Little Large. This
should be a great evening as his photography is superb. 

New members (annual subscription £10) and visitors (£3
each) are always welcome. For more details contact the
secretary Eileen Forse on 643275.

Busy times ahead for Lions 
With Christmas fast approaching, we Lions have a very busy
time ahead of us. 4 October sees us holding a race night in
Charlbury in aid of the community centre, and then later in
the month, we have our Charter Night at the Crown &
Cushion Hotel on the 12th. Tickets are available for those who
would like to join us. During late October and November you
will see Lions selling raffle tickets in the Co-op for our
Christmas Trolley Dash. We hold our annual Reindeer Race
on 23 November. Tickets will be on sale and we are looking
for Sponsors. Finally, news on the defibrillators. The second
one has yet to be installed, but we hope to have it up and
running soon. For those who are interested in buying tickets,
for any of our events or sponsoring us or maybe joining The

Lions, please contact Graham Raven: 645134, Robert Caswell:
646003 or Martin Guy: 641154

Martin Guy

Sailing Celebrity speaks to Yachtsmen
The next meeting of the
Chipping Norton Yacht
Club is expected to be
one of the most popular
of the year. Tom
Cunliffe, one of the
giants of sailing, is the
club’s guest speaker on
Wednesday 23 October.
Not only is Tom a

towering figure physically, but he is also one of the most
influential voices in cruising. Just about every south coast
sailor will have used his Channel Pilot, read his columns in the
yachting press and probably seen him on TV.

His experience is as broad as the oceans he’s sailed. He’s
been a mate on a merchant ship and run yachts for
gentlemen. He’s operated charter fleets, delivered everything
from small sail boats to ocean-going cruisers. He’s raced,
cruised and even ditch-crawled. For more than 30 years he’s
taught sailing and is a Yachtmaster Examiner – he’s the chap
who examines the examiners. Now he’s coming to Chippy to
talk about two of his cruises to the Arctic. The entertaining
and fascinating talk will be one of the year’s highlights with
record number of members expected to attend.

The meeting is available to members only BUT the
Chipping Norton Yacht Club welcomes new members and is
open to all who sail or who love the sea. Visit
www.cnyc.co.uk for full details of membership. 

Trevor Taylor

Chipping Norton Rotary Club
Chippy Jazz And Music; By the time you read this, Chippy
Jazz and Music (CJAM) will just have finished and to those
who came along we hope you enjoyed yourselves. As ever, the
aim of the day was threefold – to bring jazz and similar music
to the town in a way that everyone would enjoy it, to put the
town on the map and to raise money for charity. Full report
and how much we raised in the November issue. In the
meantime, thank you so much for your continued support.

Grand Fireworks Display: For the second year there will
be a Grand Firework Display on Sunday 3 November at King's
Stone Farm, Little Rollright, directly opposite the Rollright
Stones. The gates open at 6.30pm, the bonfire will be lit at 7pm
and the professional firework display will begin at 7.30pm.
There will be plenty of parking and stewards to guide you to
the viewing area. There’ll be hot food and drinks and the venue
is suitable for all ages. Tickets in advance from Jaffé and Neale
£4 for adults, £2 for children under 16 and family tickets for
£12 (2 adults + 2 children). On the gate Adults £5 children £3
& family tickets £15. Any profits to Rotary charities.

Information Evening: Plans are just under way for an
Information Evening in the Town Hall, where we can tell you
exactly what the Rotary Club is, what it does and why it does
it, and what has happened to all the money it has raised from
sponsors and donors. Over the past nine years we have raised
nearly £90,000 for a whole host of charitable causes. More

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to
complement your home
surroundings

Custom made covers
for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:
Sue Hazell 01608 644 877
(30 years experience)
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information in next month’s News, but in the meantime if you
are interested in finding out about Rotary visit
www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk or contact Simon on
677156.

Race Night: is at the New Beaconsfield Hall in Shipton-
under-Wychwood on Friday 21 February. Booking opens
soon.

A Bentley with a Spitfire – how come?!

Well it is quite simple really: the Bicester and Kingham
Rotary Clubs recently met at Enstone Airfield where replica
Spitfires are under construction. The 1926 Bentley? Well that
was there because Rotarian Paul Spencer from Chippy was
giving an evening out in his car to recent winners from an
auction at Shipton-under-Wychwood fete. Rotary is not
normally so complicated!! We are a worldwide network of
inspired individuals who translate their passions into
relevant social causes to change lives in communities at
home and abroad. Take a look www.kinghamrotary.org.uk

Paul Jackson 

Scouts out and about
Beavers: With the new autumn term starting, we are due to
lose two Beavers to the Cub section, and are taking on two
new starters ... exciting times for them! We hope to make
good use of what’s left of the lighter evenings and sail the
Beavers’ homemade boats on a local stream. Will they float?
We ask ourselves. The Beavers will also soon be busy planning
their late autumn camp.

Cubs: We would like to congratulate the following Cubs who
recently achieved the Chief Scout’s Silver Award after a lot of
hard (but enjoyable) work: Callum Findlay, Felix Webb, Charlie
Hill, Alex Townsend and George Gofton. We say goodbye to
four of our cubs this month as they move on to Scouts: Felix,
Charlie, Alex and Kai – goodbye, we will miss you! This term
the cubs will be working towards their athletics plus badge
and have a trip planned to the Wildlife Park.

Scouts: The Scouts had an exciting summer camp and are
now getting themselves ready for the treats of the autumn
term. September is a time for a Theme Park visit and entry
into the District Scout Cooking Competition, where teams of
four have to plan and cook a three-course meal. They will be
up against many other teams from the area. Winners of this
round go to the County competition in late October. The
Scouts will also be concentrating on perfecting their old
fashioned scouting skills in readiness for a weekend of
camping without their leaders! Contact Ian Bushrod 07831
127120 for more information.

Explorers: Over the summer holidays, some of the
Explorers have enjoyed a spot of sailing at Grimsbury
Reservoir, Banbury. The wind was a bit light for all three
sessions, so not too many people were required to practise
their swimming. It was a good opportunity to learn a little
about sailing a small dinghy.

Our first meeting after the holidays saw a lot of badges
presented. Notable recipients were Klark Soper (11 yrs in
Scouting), 75 nights away for George Harris and Jim Caldwell,
50 nights away and 9 years in Scouting for James Bushrod, and
20 hikes and 9 yrs in Scouting for Sam Horner. Well done to
all who earned badges and awards. There was then a
presentation by Mike Suggate about the World Scout
Jamboree to be held in Japan in 2015. This generated a lot of
interest with quite a few of the Explorers signing up for the
selection camp for the Jamboree, with the hope of impressing
the selection committee sufficiently to be one of the lucky 36
chosen to represent Oxfordshire in Japan.

Contact Explorer Scout Leader Chris Braund,
cbbraund@aol.com for more information.

Single File pilot a VC10 
Variety is the spice of life and we certainly have very varied
events on our calendar. Thanks to one of our members, eleven
of us have been to Brize Norton and were trained to fly a
VC10! They have a replica cockpit which until recently was
used to train RAF pilots, so with an experienced pilot on the
dual control we each had a turn at controlling the plane and
landing at Hong Kong airport. Some were more successful
than others!

We have also enjoyed horse racing at Newbury, the
agricultural show at Moreton, an art exhibition at Compton
Verney, films, country walks and, of course, pub meals.

Single File is a social group based in Chippy for single people
between 50 and 70, including widowed, separated or divorced.
We are not a dating agency, just a group of people who enjoy
going out together with a full programme of events every month.
Many members have a professional or business background but
all are welcome. We hold a fortnightly pub evening at which new
people can come and meet us. The next ones will be on Friday
11 & 25 October. If you are interested, phone our enquiries line
on 077655 98518 or email enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk. New
members are very welcome.

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal
service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *
* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ
Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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Amnesty collect and campaign
Firstly thanks to all who in August contributed £262.60 to our
Street Collection here and £145 from the Book Sale in Burford.
One of our group's concerns is the Forced Eviction of people
anywhere. In France, Italy, Serbia, Hungary, Romania and
elsewhere in the EU, millions of Roma women, men and children
are evicted from their homes treated with contempt and denied
human rights and dignity. On 10 October we have invited Joyce
Rice who has just returned from Romania, to speak about the
Roma people and Europe's attitude to them. Joyce is also
involved with Roma people living near Chipping Norton. Please
come and join us 7.30pm in the Lower Town Hall. On Saturday
9 November we are holding an AmnesTea plus a sale of
Amnesty Christmas cards and letter-writing to Prisoners Of
Conscience, highlighting ‘our’ case, Mehman Huseynov in
Azerbaijan. Contact Priscilla Peace 01451 830459 for details.

Kaye Freeman

Chippy stargazers warm up for autumn
The tail-end of summer marked by the September Harvest
Moon and the Autumn Equinox, is a sure sign that the
observing season has begun in earnest for Chipping Norton
Amateur Astronomy Group. CNAAG’s diary is filling with
requests, mainly from schools, for talks and observing
evenings. On Saturday 12 October, if it is clear, we will be in
the centre of town outside Jaffé & Neale Bookshop as
participants in 'International Moon Observing Night'. Come
along if you can and take a close look at the Moon through
some powerful telescopes. On Monday 21 October, our guest
speaker in The Fox is Dr Susan Aigrain of Oxford Astrophysics
Department: 7.30 for 8pm and open to everyone. Our

attention is now turning to the 'Comet of the Century' as
Comet ISON hurtles in toward the Sun for a close encounter
in mid November. Should it survive this stellar plunge it is
expected to become highly visible, even in daylight. CNAAG
is already tracking its progress. 

CNAAG is a highly active and enthusiastic, nationally
recognised astronomical society committed to the study and
presentation of astronomy in the local area. If you have an
interest in space, stars and the Universe, get in touch and
come along to any of our meetings. All that is required is
your enthusiasm, the Universe will do the rest. Visit the
CNAAG website www.cnaag.com for further details.

Robin Smitten 

West Oxfordshire Women's Institute 
We WOWI
girls made
the most of
the beautiful
weather in
August with a
picnic in the
lovely garden
of one of our
members. We
spent much
of the
evening discussing ideas for 2014 and in November's News
(our second anniversary!) we will share the whole
programme. At our September meeting we learned how to
'decopatch' (cover small objects with pretty pieces of paper)
and we are very grateful to the talented Hilary Dix, who ran
the session for us. Our next meeting is on Monday 21
October, and we'd love to see some new faces for our 'craft
circuits' night. A far cry from the sit-ups/push-ups/burpees
circuits some of you gym-bunnies might be familiar with,
WOWI's craft circuits is a more sedentary affair, best enjoyed
with a glass of wine or a cup of tea in hand! We're offering
four twenty-minute taster sessions of different crafts: as you
move round the room you'll try out a new craft and complete
a mini-project. As ever, the evening is free for WOWI
members, and just £3.50 for guests. Why not give it a try? 
West Oxfordshire Women's Institute meets at 7.30pm on the third
Monday of the month, at St Mary's Parish Rooms, Church Street,
Chipping Norton. We are a friendly, enterprising WI whose previous
activities have included life-drawing, car maintenance, chorus-line
dancing and self-defence. Sign up to our mailing list at
www.westoxfordshirewi.co.uk or call 646830 for more information

Standing room only at Folk Club
A new attendance record was set at September's Folk Club
at The Blue Boar and it was a pleasure to welcome several
new performers and listeners as well as an almost full
complement of regulars, returned from their various summer
holiday pursuits. Everyone managed to find a seat, just, but
David Early, the Club's only regular hammer dulcimer player,
did not have room to set his instrument up. (He had to stick
to his guitar – not a problem for the audience!) The range of
instruments, musical genres, voices and subject matter, in
performances both solo and combined, was magnificent.
There is no room here to acknowledge individual
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contributions unfortunately ….. except to say how very, very
good it was to see and hear Jane Gridley again after her
several months away.

October's meeting will be on the 14th, ie the second
Monday as usual. Just £1 on the door. Sing, Play, Recite or Just
Listen. Visit www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for details.

Pen Greenwood 642296
CN MS Society

As summer is over we are
now back to our normal
weekly activities of group
physio, massage and monthly
podiatry at Burwell Hall in

Witney. We also have a weekly session in the Hydrotherapy
pool at Springfields School in Witney. The MS Society
produces many useful information leaflets and also campaigns
nationally challenging the Government on several of the new
proposals on benefits as well as on improving the services for
those affected by MS. Successes have been the creation of a
neurological clinical director and neurological networks.
Locally we are also involved in influencing policy and service
implementation. We meet with the other Oxfordshire MS
Branches with MS Nurses and doctors as well as being part
of the Oxfordshire Neurological Alliance.

You may have seen articles about Jo Hardiman in the local
papers; she runs a young person’s group for those affected by
MS. You can email her on mssy.oxfordshire@gmail.com to find
out more, join in or even help.

Contact details for the branch are: Website
www.mssociety.org.uk/near-me/branches/west-oxfordshire-

branch. The Local Helpline is 0800 917 9790 and National
Helpline is 0808 800 8000. Or you can contact me by phoning
645988 or emailing ptr.branson@gmail.com

Peter Branson

Alzheimer’s Society
Regular Meetings:
Mondays 14 & 28 October: Chipping Norton Carers’ Group
10.30-noon at the Fox Hotel, 
Wednesday 2 October: Alzheimer’s Café 2-4pm at the
People’s Church, Horsefair, Banbury.
Mondays 7 & 21 October: Singing for the Brain - 10.30-noon
at Colin Sanders Innovation Centre, Mewburn Road, Banbury

Special Events:
Sunday 6 October Banbury Canal Day: We would be very
grateful for the donation of any bottles for the bottle stall.
The stall raised several hundred pounds for the Society last
year and it gives us a lot of publicity too. We need bottles that
can be tied with string which should ideally be worth £1+.
Saturday 26 October: A piano recital by Hugh Ockendon in
aid of the Society, 7.30pm Marlborough Road Methodist
Church, Banbury
Monday 28 October: Tea Dance 1-4pm at Rye Hill Golf Club.
Please let Frances or Shirley know if you are coming!

Can you help?   
We are collecting plastic bottle tops. You can deliver them to
the Banbury office or bring them to the Carers’ meeting.
Please call Frances or Shirley at the office on 01295 255957
for more information on any of these events.
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Chipping Norton School
KS5 Awards Evening: Our Key Stage 5 Awards Evening

held in early September was an opportunity for us to
celebrate the academic achievements of both our current
sixth formers, and those students who received their A level
results this summer. Guy Browning, local writer and journalist,
presented the certificates to students in front of an audience
of proud parents and staff.

New Head boy
and girl: Our
newly elected
Head Boy and
Head Girl are
looking forward to
starting their new
roles in the school
and have already
attended their first
full governors
meeting where they presented their ideas and plans for the
forthcoming year. Jess Falconer-Hall and Joe Yapp (pictured)
are both studying sciences and plan to go on to study
veterinary medicine, and medicine respectively. 

Rugby success: Chipping Norton School 1st XV are
pictured in their new first team kit (sponsored by Gordon
Henry sportswear) after winning the first West Oxfordshire
7's Rugby Tournament on 11 September.

Open Evening Thursday 3 October: Your chance to
come and see what makes Chipping Norton School
outstanding. Meet staff and students, visit the new Science
block and find out about our exceptional range of clubs and
activities. The evening runs from 5-7.30pm with the
Headteacher’s Address at 6.15pm. All year 6 pupils and
parents are welcome to our Open Morning (w/c 7 October)
– call 642007 to let us know if you’d like to come along.

Extra-Curricular and Extra Time at CNS: Our new Year
7 students have settled in and are working hard, making new
friends and embracing a new timetable and structure to their
day including the chance to attend over 100 clubs every week,
82 of which are free. There are also 18 Extra Time Clubs
which are paid for by students. All clubs are provided by
teachers and professional external tutors and offer subjects
that support the school curriculum, including Technical
Theatre Club, Trampolining, Hockey, Healthy Cookery,
LAMDA and Art. If you feel there is something your child
would like to do have a look at the Extra Time Programme
and sign up. The clubs are very popular and well attended and
we are proud that many students in Year 7 - 13 enjoy them.

Family Focus: Chipping Norton School is also delighted to
once again offer a programme of Family Focus workshops for
the Chipping Norton Partnership of Schools. The activities
are open to families with children in Years 1-8 and give an
opportunity for parents and children to take part in activities
together. The workshops start on Thursday 17 October and
run through to Saturday 23 October. If you haven’t had a
programme from your primary school pop into Chipping
Norton School reception and pick one up or ask your
primary school office staff. It’s fun, it’s free and children love
working with their parents/carers. Come along and join in. 

Ryan’s Rockets fly high at First Annual Science Fair

Mr Ockleston, Science Enrichment Coordinator reports: After
weeks of hard work and scientific enquiry the first annual
Chipping Norton School Year 7 & 8 Science Fair took place
on 10 July. The event was open to parents and was judged by
esteemed members of the local scientific community,
including several doctors, former teachers, a vet and an
astronomer. The lower floor science corridor was buzzing
when the pupils arrived with weeks of effort culminating in
this fantastic event. Nearly forty pupils presented a range of
scientific projects; does colour effect taste? Does eye colour
affect your sight? What makes a serial killer? Why do collies
have more energy? 

Guy Browning pictured with Headteacher, Simon Duffy, Alan
Trainer, Head of Sixth Form and several award winners.
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The winner was
Ryan Koch with his
project ‘How
aerodynamic are
rocket fins?’ The
combination of a
great poster and a
special insight into
the topic really
impressed the
judges. The project in
second place was ‘Why are flamingos pink?’ and in third place
‘Are solar panels the power of the future?’ Well done to all
involved and I hope the standard will be even higher next year.
It was inspirational.

St Mary’s Primary
New Foundation Classes: We have welcomed two new

classes into the Foundation Unit this term. Apple class and
Hazel Class are enjoying getting to know their teachers, Mrs
Taylor, Mrs Weaver, Mrs Curtis and Mrs English. All the
children are settling into their new environment well and
forming new friendships. They have embraced lots of new
routines and are already taking on lots of responsibility.. 

We have begun thinking about the three bears with
activities such as making porridge and playing in the Three

Bears Cottage.
As a school we are implementing a literacy scheme called

Read, Write Inc which our new children have already
embarked on, involving a frog called Fred who speaks in
sounds. The children are starting to become quite fond of
Fred and our Fred-time sessions. We will be holding a session
for parents to enlighten them in the next few weeks!

New Staff: We welcome two new
members to the staff of St Mary’s this
term. Laura
Hastings (left)has
joined the St
Mary’s team as a
year 3/4 teacher
having just

graduated from Oxford Brookes
University. Emma Grantham (right) will
be supporting years 1 & 2 having previously worked in the
residential team at Swalcliffe Park School. 

Books wanted: Our new school library has been installed
and we are busy cataloguing all our books. We still have space
for more and would be grateful for any donations of books
suitable for children aged 4-11 years old, in excellent or as
new condition. Please bring any donations to the school
office. For more information please contact Lucy Edwards via
the school office or email lucia.edwards@live.co.uk.

New After School Clubs: Our after school clubs now
include an
engineering club,
chess club and
archery club. The
chess club is being
run by Mr Lawson,
who explained that
the game of chess
teaches children
many skills,
including; patience,
problem solving, reflection and sportsmanship. In addition we
will be offering the children some exciting new initiatives this
year, including African drumming lessons and sports
afternoons with qualified coaches. 

New Sports Activities at St Mary’s: This year the children
in years 1, 2, 3 and 4 have
the opportunity to take
part in sports activities
with sports coaches on
Thursday afternoons in
association with Ignite
Sport UK.  The children
have had two sessions so
far and are enjoying taking
part. When the children
were asked about their
sports sessions the
children’s responses were: 
‘It is very good’. 
‘It is wicked’. 
‘It’s fun’. 
‘It is epic’.

Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE

Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain

and throughout Europe.
Experienced and helpful staff. Specialist to the antique trade.

Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600
www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk

“Moving people with care”
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Holy Trinity Primary
Welcome: The children, staff and parents at Holy Trinity are
very pleased to welcome their new Headteacher, Mrs
Buchanan, and Deputy Head, Mr Adams (who will also be
teaching the Year 6 class). The staff and children are also
delighted that Mrs Sauvagnargues is now teaching the Year 3
class full time. 

We’ve also enjoyed welcoming our new Foundation Stage
children. Miss Brookfield is really pleased with how well the
children have settled in and they have all enjoyed their first
few weeks getting to know each other. They are enjoying
learning their letter sounds with our class puppet George and
working on their first topic ‘This is me’.

Curriculum evenings: Each class teacher invited the
parents and carers of their new children to come into school
to hear about what to expect in the year to come. The
meetings were very well attended and several parents
commented on how nice it was to have the opportunity to
meet their child’s teacher and to learn about the year ahead.

Breakfast Club: Cheska Vasquez, Harry Holloway, Katie Blundell
and Tanya Morgan report: ‘Breakfast Club is really fun. After
we’ve had some toast or cereal, we can play. We enjoy it now
that we have even more new games, like the new ping-pong
table. It’s great fun and playing brings us all together’ The
children were very excited to find a brand new table tennis
table waiting for them at the beginning of the term. Team GB’s
table tennis team… here we come!

Young Entrepreneurs 2013: Further to our report in last
month’s News; Prizes have now been awarded to the team
which raised the most (Max Sauvagnargues and James
Mincer’s car washing service), the most innovative idea (Sam
Hammond and Sam Tailby, who printed customised shirts),
and an award for dedication (Rory Akers, who you may have

seen in the Co-op packing your shopping bags).
Well done to all the children who took part and thank you

to all who supported the projects and to Tish Nicholl from
the Rotary Club of Chipping Norton, who helped co-ordinate
this year’s project.

PTA news: Plans are well underway for the annual
Christmas Shopping Evening, which will be on Friday 29
November. All are welcome. See next month’s issue for more
information. Finally, many thanks to all of the companies and
individuals who supported our events last year. We had a great
year and are looking forward to investing the money in
projects to improve our school.

Great Rollright Primary
We are well into the school year, and it is lovely to see the
older children looking after our newer members. We are full
in Reception and these new children are already happy and

confident. We have started a new system of reading partners
so the older children can choose and share books with their
younger reading partner on a regular basis. Watching the
older children in action we can see there are a few teachers
in the making here!

We have been joined by Claire Wallace who will be
teaching PE to all the children in Key Stage 2. Also new to the
school are Jon Sherington, a teaching assistant, and Lisa Carre,
our new bus driver.

Our new School Council members are Sophie, Althea,
Gemma, Georgia, Cerys, Sam, Bo, Amelie, Ellis, Destiny and

Raising funds for

AA   RRUURRAALL   FFEESSTT IIVVAALL

Rural Craft Tent

MUSIC

Cakes & Puds

Apple Press
BYO apples

Kids’ canteen

Apple Growing Expert
Q&A

BBQ

Kids’
Activities

CIDER
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Saturday 13 October 12-3.30pm Memorial Hall

Chadlington

RAFFLE
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Martha. These children will make important decisions about
the way the school is run, and organise charitable fundraising.
They held a ‘Jeans for Genes’ day on 20 September in aid of
Genetic Disorders UK.

On 14 October we will hold a soup supper in aid of St
Andrew’s Church Tearfund Collection. This event is popular
with the children and adults, and a lovely opportunity to eat
together and raise money for a good cause.

Year 5 and 6 children are looking forward to a visit to the
Ashmolean to study the Ancient Greeks. Our coaches are
paid for by The Friends of Great Rollright School and we are
grateful for their fundraising.

Chadlington Primary
New Intake: A big welcome to the 14 new Pixies in Foundation
stage who are settling wonderfully into their new class.

Term Topics and School Trips: The Dragons, Elves and
Pixies are all going to London to see the full-sized
construction of the Golden Hind to tie in with this term's
topic ‘Adventures at Sea’ and ‘the Tudors’. The Wizards will be
going to Stratford on the trail of William Shakespeare which
also ties in with their involvement in the Shakespeare School's
Festival this term at Chipping Norton Theatre. The Wizards
class are performing a scene from Much Ado About Nothing
alongside scenes from Tudor Hall School and North Oxford
Academy.

Sainsbury’s cheque: At the end of last term, the Friends of
Chadlington School were presented with a cheque from
Sainsbury's in Chipping Norton - their fundraising partner
2012/2013 – for a whopping £2,400 raised from parents' bag-

packing in store and cake stalls at the National Trust's nearby
Chastleton House. The Friends will be investing in lots of new
playground equipment this term.

Middle Barton Primary
It has been a very exciting start to our school year, helped by
a very special visitor in our school on Friday 13 September –
the Prime Minister!! Mr David Cameron visited our children
working hard in their classrooms. He met all the staff and
many of the governors too. He was very impressed with the
school and commented on the good behaviour of our
children. He helped to lead our awards assembly, awarding
‘Star of the week’ certificates and he then talked to us about
the importance of hard work and dedication. It was a very
exciting and memorable day for the whole school!

This term Acorn class’s topic is Happy Days. They are
looking at special events and how we celebrate them. The new
11 children in FS class are pictured above – welcome to them
all.

Our Chestnut class’s topic is Happiness and in particular
they are looking at the human body and medicine. 

Sycamore class’s topic is Healthy Me and they are
working towards developing an understanding of healthy
foods and drinks and will be opening a café for their parents
later in the term.

Our Oak class are becoming Explorers this term and will
be going on lots of adventures.

Enstone Primary
Grab your favourite spoon and come along to Enstone

Pudding Club! Friday 8 November, 8pm, in Enstone Primary
School Hall. Tickets: £5 each, from
meghandelmonte@yahoo.co.uk 

Kingham Primary
Kingham Primary welcomed several new pupils and members
of staff this term, all of whom have settled into our school
family very happily. Some of the older pupils noticed that the
school had had a facelift over the summer with many areas of
the school being decorated and de-cluttered. 

Despite only being back at school for a short time the
children have had a terrific start to the term: Year 5 and 6 have
begun rehearsals for their Christmas production of Oliver; Year
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4 are looking forward to rampaging around the school on
their Viking Day whilst Year 3 are celebrating the birthday of
Roald Dahl with lots of whizz banging Roald Dahl themed
activities! Years 1 and 2 have their first trip planned to the
Cotswold Wildlife Park.

Finally, the whole school will be off to church next month
to celebrate our community’s successful harvest.

Acorns Primary

The children have begun the new school year with a fabulous
attitude to learning. Class 2 and Class 3 visited St. John's
Museum as part of a super start to their topic this term, as
they stepped back in time to experience life of a Victorian
child. Pupils learnt about household chores, including rug
beating and doing the laundry. They then dressed as Victorian
children and entered the school room, sat silently in rows and
were not allowed to smile for the school mistress. The
children used slates to practise their handwriting, went
outside for Drill and had their uniform and hygiene inspected
by the school inspector (Mr Greygoose). They learnt that
some children had to pay to go to school and others who
could not sit up straight were given the back straightener!

It was a busy summer holiday down School Close in Long
Compton as builders carried out the extension and

redecoration of our library. With a new ceiling and new
carpet the room will provide a fabulous learning environment
for quiet reading and group work.

Acorns Open Evening is on Wednesday 16 October (6pm
onwards), where various workshops will be available to
current and prospective families, plus Chipping Norton
Astronomy Group will be bringing their telescopes for an
evening of star gazing on the playground – Venus, Saturn and
the moon will be visible.

Sibford School
Sibford School celebrated
the success of its GCSE
and A Level students with
a special awards night held
at the Mill Theatre in
Banbury. Guest speaker
was scientist, writer,
broadcaster and member
of the House of Lords,
Susan Greenfield. Susan,
who is Professor of
Pharmacology at Oxford
University, told students,
‘Each one of you is a
unique and special person
… and that uniqueness is
down to your brain. There
never has been and never
will be a brain the same as
yours, so don’t be
frightened to be you.’ Sibford enjoyed a 100% pass rate at
GCSE with 87.9% of pupils gaining at least 5 A*-C grades. The
school excelled in triple science with all pupils taking Biology,
Chemistry and Physics gaining A* - C grades. At A level there
was wide ranging success with top grades being spread across
13 different subjects. Sibford head Michael Goodwin said, ‘To
have A Level students achieving so highly in so many different
areas really does demonstrate the strengths across our whole
curriculum.’ Students have now gone on to their courses and
destinations of choice including English Language and
Literature at Kings College, London; Biochemistry at
University College, London; and Mechanical Engineering at the
University of Bristol. 

Windrush Valley School
Only a week into the new school term, both children and staff
are busy preparing for our forthcoming harvest festival
celebrations in Holy Trinity Church (Ascott-under-
Wychwood), and training hard for our list of competitive
sports fixtures. This year we have included fixtures for the
U8/9s netball, tag-rugby and football, whilst not forgetting our
senior children with netball and football fixtures.

We have started our extended day activities, with the
majority of children from Forms 1 through to 6, enjoying a
range of activities from our new School Newspaper (written
and photographed by the children), High 5s netball, dance,
drama, “rag rug” making, French club, jewellery making and
cheerleading to name a few.

Finally, the Headmaster and staff would like to extend a
very warm welcome to all the new children and families who
started at Windrush Valley School this September. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO EARN
EXTRA MONEY IN AN

ENJOYABLE WAY?
FRIENDLY  KIND HOSTS REQUIRED FOR

FOREIGN STUDENTS
HERE FOR 3 OR 4 NIGHTS DURING THE WEEK.

THEY ARE OUT ALL DAY AND REQUIRE
DROPPING OFF/PICKING UP FROM THEIR

COACH BASED IN
CHIPPING NORTON MORNING & EVENING.

GOOD RATES OF PAY – FOR MORE DETAILS
CONTACT

LEE ADAMSON  01789 740 213/07968 245 333

lee.adamson1@btinternet.com

Baroness Greenfield with Sibford
student Joe Slatter.



Remembrance Day plans
We will be holding our Annual
Remembrance Day Parade and Service on
Sunday 10 November 2013. The Service in St
Mary’s Church will start at 10.45am. Anyone
requiring a wreath please contact Malcolm Holland
on 641745. On Monday 11 November we will be holding a
Two Minutes Silence at the Town War Memorial in London
Road at 11am. Anyone wishing to take part please be at the
War Memorial by 10.50am.

On Tuesday 19 November the Branch and Club will hold
 its Annual General Meeting at the Crown & Cushion Hotel  at
8pm. All are welcome. Branch subscriptions are due from 1
October. Please contact me on 643755.

Michael Dixon, Secretary CN Branch Royal British Legion

Horsefair priority system
I am sure this system installed in Horsefair would create
traffic chaos like we have never seen before (see Sept News).
The amount of through traffic at times is horrendous for the
roads we have, with only the traffic lights in the middle of
town providing a break. Imagine a non-stop flow with priority
coming into town – it would soon block up traffic coming up
New Street and along West Street including buses. The
opposite priority going out of town would soon block
Banbury Road, London Road, Over Norton Road and the end
of Albion Street. It must be remembered that people will be
getting to the most needed facilities using the Horsefair way:
the only petrol station in town, the hospital and shortly both
doctors’ surgeries, so this will only increase traffic there.
Traffic lights might be an answer, giving no priority to either
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way and keeping things moving. The old adage springs to mind:
if it is not broken don’t try to mend it – leave well enough
alone. 

However, the Town and roads in it were never built for the
size of goods vehicles we see daily. Obviously except for delivery
lorries to businesses in the Town, the rest should be banned.

RR Mason

Come Wassailing!
Apple Day at the Community Orchard this year is on Sunday
20 October from noon-3pm. The orchard is at Elmsfield
Paddock, off the Worcester Road near the cemetery. Parking
is limited so best to walk if you can – down New Street or
across the recreation ground. Follow the birds and the signs.

Bring your apples and containers and take home your own
juice. Bring the whole family – lots of childrens’ games and
quizzes. Enjoy food and drink reflecting the harvest; and be
prepared to sing and dance, or cheer others on. The
Kingstone Wassailers will join us at about 12.30pm to sing to
the health of the trees to promote a good harvest for the
coming year. Here is the chorus of a Wassail song for you to
practise!

Wassail, wassail all over the town!
Our toast it is white and our ale it is brown.
Our bowl it is made of the white maple tree;
With the Wassailing bowl we’ll drink to thee.

Their efforts in October last year have borne fruit – so all are
welcome to celebrate – and to pick any of the fruit, if still

Christmas workshops
Wreaths ~ Garlands
Vase Hand Tied ~ Table Decoration

Thursdays 28th November
& 5th December 

in Chipping Norton
Call Victoria for details and bookings 

01608 645476       077755 98317

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon
Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens
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there to take. (Before then don’t forget to check the PYO
notices which indicate which fruit is ripe and ready).

Heather Leonard, Orchard Group

Town centre dangers

How long is it going to be before someone steps off the
pavement from top-side, looking towards the Fox, the
direction from which they expect traffic to be coming, only
to be hit, possibly killed, by a car coming the wrong way along
the road. Attached is a photo of a car, seen this morning 11
September (!), coming the wrong way. A pedestrian pointed
out the error to the driver, who ignored the information, I
also indicated to the driver, as they continued, that there was
a one-way system and they were going the wrong way. I was
ignored as well. I have often seen cars turn up into the car
park from the main road by 'Bitter and Twisted', going
through two separate sets of 'No Entry' signs. Perhaps they
are rushing to get to the optician on Topside. If they aren't,
they should be. I have sent a long letter to the council on this
matter, but they haven't even had the courtesy to
acknowledge my letter, let alone improve the signing to
encourage correct passage along the road. Are they waiting
for someone to be killed before they do anything?

Paul Burbidge

Putting bike racks to use
I noted in your September issue of letters about unused bike
racks. The phantom knitter appears to have covered them with
knitting which is dangerous. I tripped when walking past the bike
racks. To save myself from falling to the ground I grabbed hold of
the bike rack. The knitted band slipped to the ground and I went
with it. They have become very dirty and a danger to the public.

Pat Carlton
Launderette needed
Could I suggest we need a launderette in Chipping Norton?
We have more houses, many people like me with no cars, our
machines sometimes break down and at a proper launderette
we could do large items such as duvets. It would be a good
use of one of the empty shops.

Helen Butler
Service to Sue Ryder
It seems like only yesterday when Jackie Smith started with
Sue Ryder Chipping Norton in 2007 and sadly she is leaving
us at the end of the September. On behalf of Sue Ryder and
management team we would like to thank her for service to
the store and to the charity. We have thoroughly enjoyed
working with her and both customers and volunteers will
miss her. Best wishes for the future. Many Thanks

Josephine Coley-Moore, Sue Ryder Area Support Manager

Friendship for Bereaved
The National Organisation of the Widowed (NOW) has gone
into liquidation. The Chipping Norton and District Branch will
continue under the new name of The Friendship Club for the
Bereaved. This includes widows, widowers and any bereaved
person. There is no age limit. We meet at Highlands Day
Centre, Burford Road, Chipping Norton on the last Saturday
of the month at 1.30 – 3.30pm. The next meeting is on 26
October. For further information please contact me, Patricia
Smith (I am the Chair) on 678456. Thank you.

Patricia Smith
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October (News out Monday 30th September)
1st Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24
2nd NOOG Gardeners’ Question Time in Little Tew see p24
4th Lions’ Race Night in Charlbury - see p25
6th Ramblers 2pm New Street car park - details 641222
8th Friends of St Mary’s Church talk:  What’s so special about

St Mary’s anyway? 7.30 in St Mary’s Church - details p12
9th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Alzheimers’ Society

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall see p25
10th Amnesty meeting 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p27
11th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35
12th Craft Fair 10-4  Town Hall see advert p11

Anna Karenina (12) in Churchill 7.30 - see p8
Lions’ Charter Night Crown & Cushion -see p25
International Moon Observing Night outside Jaffé &
Neale Bookshop with CNAAG - see p27

14th History Society 7.30pm Methodist Hall  - see p24
Folk Club 8pm The Blue Boar: ‘Work’ - see p28

16th Horticultural Assoc 7.30pm Methodist Hall  - see p25

19th CN Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30
Gateway Club Coffee Morning 10-noon Lwr Town Hall
Town Cemetery Clear Up Meet 10am Details 642341

20th CN Apple Day noon-3pm Community Orchard - see p34
21st Astronomy Group meeting 7.30 The Fox see p27

WOWI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p27
23rd Electric Blanket testing details of how to book - p13
26th Jumble Sale12-2.30 Milton u Wychwood Village Hall for

Sunshine Cat rescue. Admission 40p or a tin of cat food
28th Chipping Norton News Team Meeting 7.30 in The

Chequers CN - call 643219 for more information
November (News out Monday 28th October)
1st Save the Children Coffee Morning Churchill see p13
3rd Christmas Bazaar 10-1 Over Norton details p13

Ramblers 1.30pm New Street car park - details 641222
Rotary Grand Fireworks Display Gates open 6.30pm -
at King’s Stone Farm - details p25

5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24
7th CRUK Pub Quiz The Sun Hook Norton details p12

On Wednesday 21 August some 40 members and guests of
The Royal British Legion Chipping Norton Branch attended a
social evening in the
Crown & Cushion,
Chipping Norton. They
were honoured that
Squadron Leader Manjeet
Ghataora and Flight
Sergeant Harvey from 99
Squadron, Brize Norton
were able to join. The main
business of the evening
was the presentation of
two pictures, painted for
the Legion by local artist
Jan Wilkinson, of the
Vickers Wellington
bomber, inspired by the
mid-air collision on 21
August 1942 in which an
aircraft of this type
crashed in Church Street
after colliding with an
Oxford trainer. Unfortunately the planned guest
speaker was in hospital. Members wished him well
but luckily President, Neville Edwards, a master of
off-the-cuff speaking filled the void. 

After the Chairman recited ‘The Ode’ the
President made the introductions and thanked Jan
for her work. Jan explained how she was inspired to paint the
aircraft as a tribute to all the young men lost in training flights.
She thanked Gerry Tyack of the Wellington Aviation Museum
in Moreton in Marsh for his help in researching the project.
The paintings were then handed to their respective

custodians, one to Linda Maia e Silva to hang in the Crown &
Cushion and one to the Town Mayor, Councillor Mike Tysoe,
for display in the Town Hall. Squadron Leader Ghataora
proposed the loyal toast after which Steve Kingsford gave a
brief talk about the circumstances of the crash and the
aircraft involved, somewhat unnerved by the inability to read
his own handwriting, and the presence of a Wellington expert
in the audience. He then read out the names of those who
died in the crash. 

The President outlined the work of the Branch and the
proposed forthcoming events and thanked all those who
worked hard to ensure the Branch remained active and
vibrant. The Squadron Leader compared the ‘RAF family’ and
the camaraderie with that of our Legion Branch and the
Officer commanding 136 Squadron ATC talked about the

activities of the
town’s air
cadets. After the
President had
thanked all for
a t t e n d i n g ,
attention turned
to the excellent
buffet. Thanks go
once again to
Linda and her
team at the
Crown and
Cushion for

their attentive service. If you are interested in joining us
please contact our secretary Mike Dixon on 643755 or
dixon.1michael@sky.com. You do not have to be an ex-
serviceman just support the aims of the Legion and enjoy
good company and camaraderie.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION PRESENTATION

Remembering the Wellington

The presentation of
the two paintings for

the Crown & Cushion
& the Town Hall

Steve Kingsford of the Royal British Legion sent the News this account of an event which commemorated the
mid-air collision over Church Street seventy years ago.


