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Happy Christmas

Christmas Diary, Opening Times plus all the Local News, Arts,
Clubs, Sport, Schools and Letters

Greetings from the 6th Chipping Norton Cub Scout 
Pack & special guest Santa who’d had a request from the

Lions to pop along to check that they’d all been good...

Special 36-page Christmas issue 
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Chemists: For urgent prescriptions when chemists are

closed call your GP surgery for an emergency number.

Doctors' surgeries: West St Surgery (642529) & White

House Surgery (642742) closed  25 & 26 Dec & 1 Jan. Outside

of surgery opening times, call 0845 345 8995 for the out of

hours doctors’ service. Call 111 for urgent but not life

threatening symptoms, and 999 for a life threatening

emergency. Order repeat prescriptions well before

Christmas.  

Hospital: (648200) Open for first-aid injuries - normal

weekdays 5pm-9pm,  Bank Holidays (ie 25 & 26 Dec + 1 Jan)

10am - 9pm. Casualty at Witney or Banbury hospitals will deal

with more serious injuries.

Police Station: Chipping Norton & the surrounding villages

are policed by local officers 24 hours a day. For police station

opening times visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk  link to info is

on rhs of home page.  When closed use the yellow phone

next to the door for urgent enquiries. Banbury Police Stn is

open every day except 25/26 Dec. In an emergency ring 999.

Call 101 to contact the Police for non-emergency calls. 

Library: 24 Dec 9.30am-1pm, then closed till 9.30am on 3

Jan. Library letterbox will be locked during this period for

security so hold onto your books etc till 3 Jan.

Leisure Centre: Closed 25/26 Dec & 1 Jan. Visit www.better.org.uk

or call 644412 for holiday opening times. 

Rubbish & Recycling Collection: When ~ Monday 23

Dec, Tues 31 Dec, Tues 7 Jan. Normal Monday collections

resume 13 Jan. What ~ black box/food caddy collections

weekly. No Green waste collection 21 Dec-5 Jan. Household
waste collections as per the Calendar issued by WODC (also

available in the Guildhall One Stop Shop) or visit:

www.westoxon.gov.uk/mwo Xmas Trees etc: From 7 January

trees and greenery such as holly, ivy and wreaths can be put

out as garden waste either in the bin or cut up and left beside

it. Remove pot, decorations, wire etc. You don’t need to be

signed up for garden waste collections – simply leave your

tree out on your green collection week as shown on your

waste calendar or online.  Don’t forget to put festive food

recycling (turkey bones, peelings etc) in your food caddy.

Extra recycling can be put in open clear bags or supermarket

carrier bags or cardboard boxes (not black bags) – one material

per bag/box please eg plastics or paper or card. NB glass must

go in your recycling boxes.

Markets
Chipping Norton Wednesday Market: 18 Dec & 8 Jan.

Farmers’ Market: 8.30-1.30 Saturday 21 Dec & 18 Jan as usual.

Town Xmas trees
come down

Sunday 5 January
meet at the Town Hall 9am
& join the jolly gang of fairy

light unfixers!

Season’s Greetings to all our
readers from the News Team.

REMEMBER!
No January edition of the Chippy News

Next deadline is Friday 10 January

December (News out Monday 25 November )

See also Festive Dates p21 &  Christmas Services  p16
1st Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park info 641222

3rd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall 

4th U3A 2pm Methodist Hall Moira Byast - A History of

Christmas Carols

North Oxon Organic Gardeners call 683624  for details
7th CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENT 10am-6.00pm 

Little Compton Christmas Fair 3pm see p21

Wootton Christmas Bazaar  2-4pm see p21

CN Choral Society Concert 7.30 St Marys Church see p15

9th Chipping Norton News Team AGM 7.30 - anyone

interested in volunteering is welcome - details 643219

History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall
Folk Club 8pm The Blue Boar - ‘Festivals’

11h Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 Crisis at Christmas

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall 

12th Horticultural Association Christmas entertainment

and refreshments 7.30pm Methodist Hall (NB Thurs 12th)

13th Emma’s Trust Christmas Cabaret details p14

14th Charlbury Farmers’ Market 9am-1pm

When Harry met Sally (cert15) 7.30 Churchill Village Hall

15th Cotswold Table @ Christmas Kingham see p21

Salford Carol Concert 6pm - see p21

16th Astronomy Group 7.30pm The Fox  

20th LHNT Candles of Remembrance & Celebration 7pm

Town Hall Steps

21st CN Farmers Market 8.30-1.30

Winter Solstice Party 7.30 Town Hall see p21

30th Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 Chequers details 643219

January (No Chipping Norton News)
5th Christmas Trees come down! 9am Town Hall

Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park info 641222

8th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for the

Flower Fund

9th Amnesty Greeting Card Campaign details 01451 830459

10th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE
11th Love is all you need (cert15) 7.30 Churchill Village Hall 

13th History Society 7.30pm Methodist Hall 

Folk Club 8pm The Blue Boar -  Follow that Song!

15th Horticultural Association French Garden Festival

7.30pm Methodist Hall 

18th CN Farmers Market 8.30-1.30

Churchill Quiz Night 7.30pm tickets £3 from 659471

27th Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 Chequers details 643219

February (News out Monday 27 January)

2nd Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park info 641222

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall 

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners call 683624  for details

7th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

SEASONAL INFORMATION

Christmas opening times

Diary
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Victorian Christmas Special
This month’s News has a Victorian flavour with scattered

snippets of real reports taken from Jackson’s Oxford Journal

and a special 1863 edition of our own Chipping Norton
Chronicle celebrating the Festive Season 150 years ago. Some

of the stories are true and others much less so ... can you spot

the difference? Many thanks to all who have contributed

especially David Nobbs and Pauline Watkins of the Museum,

Estelle Brain,  and Trevor Perkins of Trada whose original print

of Victorian Chipping Norton is reproduced here.

Co-op and Aldi update

After delays and speculation, work has finally started at the

Co-operative store in Chippy. Planning approval was given for

the expanded store and car park some time ago and, in the

meantime, we have seen Sainsbury’s try – and fail – to get

permission for an edge-of-town superstore, and Aldi float

proposals for a store next to the Cromwell Park estate on

the edge of town. But now the Co-op – one of the two

supermarkets in the centre of town, together with Sainsbury’s

– have started work, with the burgage plot next door being

cleared to make way for a double level car park. This follows

Co-op’s recent announcement that it would start works by

the end of October and it appears to be keeping to this

timetable. The last plan included a temporary rehousing of the

supermarket while the main store is expanded ready for a

larger store and space for Post Office, pharmacy and travel

shop.

Meanwhile Aldi has submitted a full planning proposal

following what they say is favourable ‘strong support’ from

residents in theTown. Their press release quotes Gary Snyder

(who was part of the SCOOTS campaign against the

Sainsbury’s plan) as in favour. They also quote Chipping

Norton District Councillor Annie Roy Barker saying, ‘The

majority of residents in Chipping Norton have made it clear

that they want, need and would welcome an Aldi store in the

Town. I really urge members of the Planning Committee, West

Oxfordshire District Council, to look upon Aldi’s application

favourably.’ Unusually, Cllr Roy Barker made the comments

before the Town Council, of which she is also a member, had

met to decide their official response.  At their November

meeting  the Town Council decided to support the proposal

in principle. The planning application is on the WODC website

Ref 13/1547/P/FP. An Aldi spokesperson said, ‘We are

encouraged by the very positive feedback we have already

received from local residents.’ Objectors are likely to focus on

the impact on the town centre from the edge-of-town

location. Aldi have also announced plans for a similar Aldi

store in Didcot, part of a nationwide expansion of the ‘value

for money’ chain. See www.aldichippingnorton.co.uk. 

PM enters ACE Centre debate
Oxfordshire County Council faces a tough budget decision in

December after the row over possible plans to close 37 out

of 44 children’s centres. This could include Chipping Norton’s

ACE Centre. Council leader Ian Hudspeth and his Cabinet

have faced a series of packed town hall meetings to get ‘ideas’

on how to save another £61m, but were hit by objections and

even demands for increasing the Council Tax. In Chipping

Norton, a ‘Save The ACE Centre’ campaign has seen over

4500 (so far) sign paper and e-petitions (see letters page).

Local MP David Cameron entered the debate when

confronted by campaigners at Chippy’s Farmers’ Market,

telling them he supported children’s centres and mentioning

the Children’s Support Grant from central government. He

then told the BBC he was ‘on the case’ and would be speaking

to Oxfordshire’s leaders. Meanwhile a cross party group of

councillors, chaired by Cabinet Member for children Melinda

Tilley is visiting and reviewing each centre to examine

possibilities in more detail.

Beef for the Poor: On Saturday last, nearly
8,000lbs of beef, together with a beast given by
WS Hitchman, Esq. were distributed to the poor
in this town. It is gratifying to find voluntary

subscriptions for such a purpose so liberally contributed.
(1848)

Save the ACE Centre campaigners with David Cameron at
October’s Farmers’ Market

Dancing unabated: Miss Penyston gave a grand
ball at Cornwell House, attended by upwards of
120 of the nobility and gentry of the
neighbourhood. On arrival, about nine o’clock,

dancing commenced, and was kept up, with unabated spirit,
till three the next morning. (1856)

LOCAL NEWS
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Watch out for Posh & Becks
The national

newspapers were

abuzz in October

with rumours that

David (rumoured to

be getting a

Knighthood) and

Victoria Beckham

are planning to buy a

second home in the

Cotswolds. This, of

course, gave rise to

the usual ‘Chipping

Norton Set’ mentions, with the Daily Star winning a prize for

dubious journalism with its breathless commentary that: ‘the

couple are looking at the popular country weekend retreat of

Chipping Norton that hosts celebs from all over country.’ This

might come as a surprise to those who live in Chipping

Norton all week round, and who never realised that the

whole town was, in fact, nothing more than a celebrity-ridden

country weekend retreat. So, can you see Posh and Becks

queuing up in the Arctic Fish Bar for a Pukka pie and chips?

Will they be joining David Cameron and Alex James in the

aisles of Sainsbury’s? After all, The Mirror reckons they ‘could

pop into posh places for a meal or a drink, such as the Town’s

Crown & Cushion Hotel.’ There’s certainly plenty for them to

do here. The boys can play on the Common – they’d enjoy the

MUGA – and there are two Women’s Institutes for Vicky to

join. As David Beckham’s new-found hobby is, according to

The Mirror, um, ‘walking’, he can also do plenty of that ... or

take over the Chipping Norton Football Club Franchise (now

there’s an idea). For fun the News ran a poll on our website

(www.chippynews.org) on whether you would like the

Beckhams as neighbours. Currently around 50% think it

would be good for tourism, 25% say it would lower the tone

of the neighbourhood, and around 20% asked, ‘who are Posh

and Becks?’

Free gardening offer
Local Chipping Norton gardening firm, Topiarus Horticulture

Ltd, are celebrating their 10th anniversary in February, and they

have told the News they want to give something back to the

Town where they are based. Director Matt Jackman wants

News readers to suggest people in the Town who deserve a

day’s free gardening. They could, for example, be carers, those

who have worked hard volunteering for good causes, elderly

or simply those struggling to maintain their garden through

some difficulty. The Topiarus team would then spend the day,

or half a day, in February free of charge completing a

gardening visit for the people chosen. If you would like to

suggest anyone you think should benefit, contact Matt at

Topiarus@yahoo.co.uk 

Topiarus was created by Matt two years after moving to

the Town with his wife, Sam, in 2004. The company offers

garden design, landscaping and maintenance services

throughout Oxfordshire and the Cotswolds. It has grown

from just Matt in his van, to its current team of ten gardeners

and landscape gardeners, working on creating and maintaining

the gardens of private clients through to hotels, retirement

homes and even the Commonwealth War Graves

Commission. Matt puts the success of the business down to

having a skilled and dedicated team offering a high-quality

professional service to those wanting to enjoy their garden,

and also to ‘having a smile on our faces, whatever the

weather!’

CIC boost for Emma’s Trust 
Local charity

Emma’s Trust has

been given a

boost with the

final £1,077

remaining from

monies raised in

the 2010–2012

Chipping Norton

town festivals.

The original

Chipping Norton

Festival Community Interest Company, set up to run the

events, is now being wound up voluntarily, having funded (with

a £3000 donation) the Rotary Club to take over the running

of this year’s 2013 Summer Festival and beyond. It was

decided to donate any residual funds to Emma’s Trust, to

ensure that the money was put to good use locally. Pictured

are the CIC’s Paul Aitken presenting a cheque to Gary Creese

representing Emma’s Trust. In all, the Community Interest

Company donated £10,977 to local good causes as well as

funding the previous three Festivals. Paul Aitken would like to

thank everyone on the three steering groups running the

Festival during the CIC’s tenure, the trustees for their input

and V M Murphy & Co for accountancy services.

More WODC management cuts
West Oxfordshire District Council is planning to share more

top department jobs with neighbouring Cotswold District –

aiming to save £300,000 a year by 2015. The two councils

already have the same Chief Executive, David Neudegg, and

now aim to cut the number of directors from four to three,

and service heads from 17 to 12. WODC’s leader, Barry

Norton, said there would be, ‘no effect to front line services

– it’s all about management’. Four years ago WODC rejected

a more radical proposal of getting rid of the ‘double layer’ of

councils including Oxfordshire County Council – which might

have meant merging with Cherwell District Council into a

‘Unitary’ authority for the north of the County.

New era for Cotswolds Club
Chipping Norton Golf Club has been renamed and relaunched

as the Cotswolds Club, following the takeover and

reorganisation reported recently in the News. The new owner,

one of the members, has submitted planning permission to

expand the clubhouse, open a new bar and café and provide

extended space as a wedding and conference venue. The

previous ‘members-owned’ club, which had experienced some

financial difficulties, passes over the assets and facilities and

Wakey Wakey: On Christmas Morn, the Rifle
Corps Band played a capital selection of tunes in
the Market Place and various parts of the town.
The Drum and Fife Band also played at the

houses of the principal residents of the town. (1887)
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running of the club to new management and more changes are

expected to secure a positive future. Part of the plan is to

encourage wider membership but also to encourage local non-

golfing people to use the social  facilities. For more information

contact enquiries@cotswoldsclub.co.uk or call 642383.

Support for Boxing Day hunts 
Hunting, such as the Heythrop Hunt’s

traditional Boxing Day meet in Chipping

Norton, could gain even greater support

this year. In spite of

the law banning

hunting (and a

successful pro-

secution of the

Heythrop by the RSPCA), the sport seems to be ever more

popular, with Facebook and social media encouraging many

younger riders to join the first ‘Tally Ho’ of the winter hunting

season. The Countryside Alliance, launching their ‘hunting

newcomers’ week at the beginning of November, confirm a

resurgence with at least 45,000 people expected to join the

English hunts doing their ‘drags’ and ‘trails’ – up about a quarter

since the ban. In October farmers called for a watering-down

of the ban, to allow full packs of hounds (instead of the current

limit of two hounds) to ‘flush out’ animals before they are shot.

National press reported that local MP David Cameron, who

has ridden with the Heythrop in the past, was ‘sympathetic’ in

the context of ‘pest control’ by farmers. He pledged in 2010 to

hold a free Commons vote on scrapping the 2004 Hunting Act

which outlawed the blood sport.

Geoff Saul wins District seat 
The results for the by-election

on 7 November for the

Chipping Norton West

Oxfordshire District Council

seat were: Geoff Saul (Lab &

Co-op) 810, Joe Johnson

(Conservative) 500, Matthew

Clayton (Green) 58, Andy Crick

(LibDem) 53, turnout 29.1%.

This by-election, following the

death of Councillor Rob Evans,

was in the end won comfortably by Labour. Their candidate

Geoff Saul told the News he had campaigned tirelessly and

wanted to, ‘thank everyone who voted for me and who had

put up with me turning up on their doorstep to ask for their

support’. Geoff  said that the potential ACE Centre closure

appeared top of many voter concerns. He opposes this having

supported Labour’s setting up free early childcare through the

Sure Start scheme. He heard general enthusiasm on the

doorstep for an Aldi store coming to town, with many saying

they already went to the one in Banbury. He will be

considering the formal planning application. Geoff’s other

priorities include more affordable housing, help for small

company start-ups and keeping the Parker Knoll site for

businesses.

A Chippy resident since 2001, Geoff has run his legal

practice on Market Street since 2005 and is now taking on

another lawyer and developing existing staff for extra duties

to devote sufficient time to his WODC responsibilities. In

whatever spare time he has, Geoff is an active hockey player

at Witney and sings in the Choral Society. He is also interim

Chair of the local Branch of the Labour Party following Rob’s

death and is determined to be a ‘good and effective’ District

Councillor in representing Chippy. Asked about Rob Evans’

legacy, Geoff pointed to Rob’s role with the Labour Group in

getting WODC to pay at least a minimum ‘living wage’ for all

their workers. The Group, now including Geoff, is pushing for

the District’s contractors doing outsourced work to pay a

living wage. With only four Labour Councillors out of a total

of 50 at WODC he will need to punch above his weight but

in a sign of a ‘glass half full’ mindset his closing remark was,

‘Well, that number has quadrupled from very recently when

it was only Eve Coles flying the flag for Labour on the

Council!’

Plans for Penhurst site
It looks as if the most likely future use of the former Penhurst

School site will be as housing for elderly people. In

communicating with local residents in late October, Action for

Children said, ‘Having considered the proposals received, and

matched these against the known site constraints, the most

likely future use will be for redevelopment for elderly people

probably including a care home.’ Negotiations are continuing

between Action for Children and the potential purchaser but

agents dpa2 were able to confirm to the News that this was

felt to be the most suitable use for the site in a number of

respects, including getting best value for the charity: the

existing historic buildings would be retained and converted,

the trees would remain, there was no need to subdivide the

open space into private gardens and the car parking standards

were lower. In response to questions about  mixed use, dpa2
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explained that the care home would generate employment of

a similar nature to some of the jobs lost on the closure of the

school. AfC say, ‘Proposals are only in first draft form and it is

likely to be several months before detailed discussions with

our development partner and the Council’s planners.’ Their

agents are also keen to stress that there will be full public

consultation before any planning application is made.

Boot Camp comes to Chippy
Have you ever wondered what all the noise was on a Sunday

morning near the Worcester Road playground? When our

reporter arrived at 10.15am she found grown men and

women running round, doing press-ups, crawling under

netting and generally getting hot, sweaty and muddy, some

groaning but all grinning. This is FITBeing Boot Camp, an hour-

long session which aims to build functional strength, fitness

and endurance while at the same time having a huge fat-

burning effect. Judging by the faces of the group, the session,

run by Toby Goodchild, former RAF Physical Training

Instructor and highly regarded fitness instructor and personal

trainer with more than 25 years’ experience, it’s great fun.

Comments made such as, ‘I participate for fitness and as a

personal challenge’, ‘it’s a good start to Sundays’, ‘there’s great

team spirit’, not to mention ‘guilt-free roast’ were all very

positive. So, if you’re looking for a different way to get and stay

fit, why not contact www.fitbeing.co.uk and check out the

different sessions on offer.

Churchill Quiz Night
Quiz Night is being held in Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall

on Saturday 18 January at 7.30pm. Regular hosts Mel and Alice

Foster will be conducting the quiz. A table for four is £12 (£3

per person). Entry by ticket only from Vic Oldman, 659471.

Bring your own drinks and nibbles for a fun evening with

excellent prizes.

Marking the Bliss Mill Strike

18 December 2013 marks the 100th anniversary of the

commencement of the Bliss Mill Strike in Chipping Norton.

The public are invited to join a series of events on the day. In

November 1913 the Workers' Union (forerunner of the

TGWU and now UNITE) recruited around two-thirds of the

Bliss Tweed Mill workers. However, in the the struggle for

union recognition, three union activists were sacked. On 18

December, 237 woollen textile workers, 125 women and 112

men, walked out in an attempt to win their reinstatement. The

strike was to last six months. For many it would change their

lives forever. An obdurate employer refused all attempts at

mediation. Whilst hardship caused a painful end to the strike

in May 1914, the dispute had produced leaders, martyrs and

workers with organisational ability. Lessons from such

disputes are still relevant today. Many of the activists involved

were drawn into working-class politics after the First World

War. A Chipping Norton Branch of the Labour Party was

formed by two of the strike leaders, Winnett and Woodward,

with other former strikers. By 1920 Chipping Norton

boasted 120 Labour Party members. The fight for dignity

among the working class in Chipping Norton took a different

path, of one through parliamentary politics.

Their legacy is alive today. On 18 December 2013, Labour

Party members, District and Town Councillors, Trade

Unionists, friends and descendants of strikers families will

commemorate the start of the Bliss Mill Strike. All are

welcome. The programme will be as follows:

~ 12 noon: commemorative photo call with CNLP and TU

banners on the Town Hall steps.

~ 1pm: toast to the memory of strikers and families at The

Fox Hotel – the strikers’ Headquarters

~ 1.30-2pm: short talk by historian Mike Richardson on the

Strike and adoption of re-foundation of a Chipping Norton

Trades Council

~ 2-4pm: special opening of CN Museum to view strike

photos and articles

~ 6pm: Commemorative Dinner in The Chequers, Chipping

Norton

7.30-9.30pm: talk on the Strike with Mike Richardson, author

of the new pamphlet Bliss Tweed Mill Strike, 1913-1914 –
Causes, Conduct and Consequences

Contact Steve Akers 07903 870695 or

s.akers@unison.co.uk for further details and dinner bookings.

Grateful acknowledgments to Cllr Andy Beere, Cllr Eve

Coles, Mike Richardson and Chipping Norton Museum.

Steve Akers

Hunting horribilis: A Christmas tree and sale
of work were held in the Town Hall, in aid of
renovating the parish church organ. The Hon
Mrs Brassey had kindly consented to preside at

the opening, but that lady unfortunately met with an
accident in the hunting field, which prevented her being
present. (1882)

Photo: Chipping Norton  Museum
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Is it really too much?
Local resident and Top Gear presenter Jeremy Clarkson kept

it local on 15 November with a book signing (apparently his

only UK one) at Chippy’s Jaffé & Neale Bookshop. His latest

book Is It Really Too Much To Ask? was snapped up by Clarkson

enthusiasts who queued up loyally for the celebrity skirmish.

This is the fifth in the series ‘The World according to

Clarkson’, with one blurb saying, ‘Jeremy sets off on another

quest to beat a path of sense through all the silliness and

idiocy’. Readers’ comments are welcome.

Greystones converts to offices
G r e y s t o n e s

House, recently

sold by theTown

Council to fund

Town Hall

repairs, is now

up for rent as

offices after a

full conversion

and refurbish-

ment. The

period building

now contains

office suites

from around 500 sq ft. The Windrush Suite on the ground

floor, at 681 sq ft, is the first unit to be completed. It includes

large open plan office space, reception area, kitchen, wc and is

immediately available on a flexible lease at £5,448 for the first

year. Contact agents are Maxwell Douglas in Chipping

Norton.

Help the Russian prisoners
Last month the News reported that local photographer Phil

Ball was one of 30 Greenpeace activists detained by the

Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) for their protest at an

oil platform. They are still in prison (now in St Petersburg) and

friends and supporters want to keep up political pressure for

their release. MP Caroline Lucas tabled an Early Day Motion

raising awareness about the situation and calling on the

Foreign Office to treat it as an absolute priority, not only to

ensure the quick release of the activists, but also to make sure

they are receiving the best possible treatment. Local

supporters say News readers can urge their MPs to support

the Early Day Motion, and write to the Foreign Secretary

directly to keep the pressure up. Some of Phil’s family were

also meeting David Cameron in November and urged others

to write to him directly as our MP focusing on release,

conditions in prison and access to letters and communication.

Write to the House of Commons or to the West

Oxfordshire Conservative Association, Waterloo House,

58–60 High Street, Witney, OX28 6HJ.

Blessed are the cheesemakers
Alex James (as in Blur bass guitarist, Kingham cheesemaker

and Big Feastival host), received an honorary doctorate from

the University of Gloucestershire on 15 November. The

Doctor of Arts degree, bestowed in Gloucester Cathedral, is

one of a small number made each year for individuals who

have made an outstanding contribution locally, nationally or

internationally.

All change at Age UK shop
Chipping Norton’s Age UK shop sees manager Joy Watson,

who has run the Charity Shop for many years, taking well

earned retirement. She has done a brilliant job and will be

missed by many with her wheelie bag up and down the Town.

The Age UK team would like to thank Joy for all her hard

work and wish her and Roy all the best. Joy is to be replaced

What do Santa's elves learn in St
Mary’s School?  

The Elf-abet!

Why does Santa always go down the Bliss Mill
chimney?
Because it soots him! (one of Santa's favourite jokes!
*HO! Ho! ho!*)

Why does Santa call in at the Crown & Cushion?
Because it’s a Ho-ho-tel!

What does Holy Trinity School choir sing to Santa on
his birthday?
‘Freeze a jolly good fellow!’

What do you get if you cross Father Christmas with
Mr Kench’s duck?
A Topside Christmas Quacker!

Why does Santa like to work up at Chippy
Allotments?
Because he likes to hoe, hoe, hoe!

Who delivers presents to the New Street Dentist?
Santa Jaws!

What's red & white and red & white and red & white?
Santa rolling down The Leys!

What did Santa say to Mrs Claus coming out of the
Co-op?
‘Looks like rain, dear’!

What kind of motorcycle does Santa park outside the
Old Mill café?
A ‘Holly’ Davidson!

What goes ‘oh, oh, oh’ down Back Alley?
Santa Claus walking backwards!

How does Santa feel if he gets stuck in a
narrow Chippy chimney?
Claustrophobic!

A seasonable act: Above 40 families had a
Christmas plum pudding given by Mrs Jordan, of
the vicarage at Enstone, accustomed to do so
during a 20 years’ residence there, though not

noticed publicly before. The fact being made known may
induce other good ladies to imitate so seasonable an act. (1862)

The News discovered this secret
supply of Santa jokes hidden in

Chipping Norton’s Library.... 

Secret Santa Jokes
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by Amy and Linda who helped out earlier in the year. The

charity shop supports the work of Highlands Day Centre

which provides care, help and lots of activities for the elderly

of Chippy and surrounding villages. They hope you will

continue to support them and offer voluntary help if you can.

Amy Platt

D of E awards for Explorers

On Friday 18 October Glyme Hall was packed to hear

Chipping Norton Explorer Scouts deliver presentations

about their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme expeditions

and to see them receive awards. Guest of honour was John

May, Secretary General of the Duke of Edinburgh’s

International Award. Phil Earl, the County Commissioner, was

also there to present Chief Scout’s Awards. The Explorers

presented accounts of overnight and two-day camping

expeditions to look at Cotswold churches, survey litter and

find out how accurate OS maps really are. They also filmed a

video guide on how to make your expedition even better. The

presentations were interesting and amusing and the Explorers

clearly had lots of fun – as did the audience.

John May said he had been with the Queen and Prince

Philip that morning and delivered a message of

congratulations from the Duke. Congratulations go to Joseph

Jaffé, Callum Mitchell, Freddy Townsend (Silver awards) and

Sam Horner, Sarah Elliot, Jim Caldwell, Michael Burton, Felix

Jaffé, Emily Marven, Max Ostrand and Alex Davidson (Bronze

awards). Several Explorers also received Scouting awards.

Many more have almost completed Duke of Edinburgh

Awards and look forward to further awards presentations in

2014. Chipping Norton Explorer Unit, set up only three years

ago, is the largest unit in North Oxfordshire. Look out for

them in their luminous pink and green scarves somewhere

near you! New starters are always welcome. Contact Chris

Braund (cbbraund@aol.com) for details.

Pig roast at No 10
The News recently reported that local suppliers were on

show at a reception at No 10 Downing Street held by PM

David Cameron. As well as the Hook Norton Brewery team,

local caterer Shenandor Paget, a neighbour of Mr Cameron in

Dean, was on hand with her catering company Farmertastic

to serve the guests her pig roast and salad (not burgers as the

News reported in September). Apologies for the error.

Boost for Age Concern
Local charity Age Concern Chipping Norton got a boost

recently when Cllr Martin Jarratt presented Chairman Pat

Lake with a cheque from last year’s mayoral charity

fundraising. Age Concern runs lots of local activities for the

over 60s. If you are interested in finding out more, the contact

details are below. Highlands Day Centre provides social care

four days a week in a warm and friendly environment, plus

community lunches, hairdresser, footcare and assisted bathing

(Jane Simms, 643320). The Stroke Club meets at Highlands

every other Tuesday (Bruce, 642822). Bingo is on Tuesday

evenings (Jim, 643488). Monday Club meets Monday

afternoon at the Football Club (Betty, 642551). BookFest

reads different books and discusses them over coffee (Jane

Simms, 643320). An art club meets in Glyme Hall (Janet,

730268). Late Spring is a support group for those bereaved

(Ruth, 07827 235404). Finally, why not drop in to Chatterbox,

a coffee and cake morning every Thursday in the Lower Town

Hall, 10am till noon?

A sober occasion: By the united efforts of the
different Temperance Societies of the Town, a
public Christmas tea was given to the poorer
inhabitants of the borough. It is almost needless

to say that after grace had been sung, full justice was done to
an ample supply of provisions and tea. (1887)

is offering

A Three Course Meal  
Coffee, Mince Pies

&
Disco

For only £21.95 per person
Call 01608 642533 to book

'Have You Booked 
Your Christmas Party Yet'?
The Crown & Cushion

Daylesford largesse: RN Byass, Esq, who has
recently purchased Daylesford Estate, has been
distributing Christmas gifts throughout the
village on a most liberal scale. Cottagers received

a piece of beef and plum pudding for Christmas dinner and
coal, besides blankets and warm clothing. (1873)
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Marking Remembrance

Chipping Norton marked Remembrance with a service at St

Mary’s Church on 10 November attended by Mayor Cllr Mike

Tysoe and Mayoress Mrs Monica Tysoe. A parade with

uniformed troops processed to the church and then back to

the Town Hall where a march past and muster took place. A

reception was held in the Town Hall for parade attendees and

guests. (See letters p30.) The Chipping Norton Royal British

Legion marked Armistice Day with two minutes silence at

11am on Monday 11 November at the War Memorial. 

2014 sees the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the

First World War and the Chipping Norton News hopes to have

a number of items in the months leading up to the

anniversary. Contributions from readers are welcome.

Remember
red poppy fields so bright

beneath the sky so blue

before the night of dark

from where we stand, we think of you

we remember.

fathers, sons and daughters too

who fight for peace the whole world through

for those that are lost we shed a tear

no more sport no more games

nothing left for them to fear

no more calling of their names

now they are in the heaven above

there at peace with no more pain.

we will think of them

red poppy fields so bright

beneath a sky so blue

before the dark of night

from where we stand, we think of you.

we do remember.

we will remember.

Keith Clandfield

High-speed broadband gap
£25m of improvements are being made to bring more high-

speed broadband to Oxfordshire, but at the moment 1 in 8

West Oxfordshire residents will miss out. Oxfordshire’s

current plan, operating with BT only, reaches 88% in our area.

Chipping Norton and local village residents have been wary

of promises as remote rural parts often come last. Now West

Oxfordshire District Council seem to be stepping in to help.

Leader Barry Norton says he wants to look at ways to fund

improved coverage in the District. He told councillors in

October there was an option under the countywide scheme

for district councils to work with BT to extend their

coverage, and that ‘the Council would explore all options’.

Walking for freedom

Mayor Mike Tysoe and Royal British Legion members met

charity walkers Johannes Shanmugan and Steve Johnston at

Chipping Norton’s War Memorial on 2 November after the

first leg of their 112-mile charity walk. Funds raised go to

Help for Heroes and the Computers 4 Schools project in Sri

Lanka. Last year’s walk raised around £5,000. Johannes

emigrated to UK from Sri Lanka and on behalf of many Tamils

wanted to show appreciation and gratitude to his adopted

country where he enjoys a freedom denied in his home

country. At the War Memorial he wanted to remember those

who fought for freedom here.  There followed a minute’s

silence and the Remembrance Ode. The walkers also thanked

Linda Maia e Silva at The Crown & Cushion who generously

provided them with dinner and accommodation free. To

donate, see www.h2hwalk.org/donate.html

More from Ascott Village Shop
The Ascott community village shop has just been appointed as

an exclusive area agent for the successful COOK range of

‘home’ prepared straight from the freezer meals. Founded in

1996 COOK now has 55 shops and 300 agents nationwide

yet still produces the meals as if they were made in one’s own

kitchen. So if you fancy ‘one in the freezer just in case’ you

could pop along to Ascott. The Village Shop was reopened as

a community shop (owned and run by the community) in

November 2003 and recently starred in BBC’s Countryfile

and ITV’s Heart of the Country programmes on the

nationwide revival in sourcing and buying locally.

Screen on the Green
Movies coming up at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall are as

follows. Saturday 14 December at 7.30, When Harry Met Sally
(15) starring Meg Ryan and Billy Crystal. A classic romantic

comedy, with the famous quote in the diner scene of ‘I’ll have

Those Chippy winters: The snowstorm of
Sunday last, the heaviest experienced since the
great storm of 1881, did considerable damage.
Chipping Norton, however, appears to have felt

less of the severity than some. At Heythrop, Enstone,
Churchill and Bledington, havoc has been made with the
trees…(1887)
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what she’s having’. Arrive at 7pm for mulled wine & mince pies

– please let them know you are coming (659903)! Saturday 11

January at 7.30, Love is all you Need, (15) starring Pierce

Brosnan and Trine Dyrholm. Another romantic comedy about

two bruised souls fatefully coming together for the wedding

of their respective son and daughter in a picturesque Italian

setting. All films £4.50, pay on the door.

Councillor Co-opted
Following the resignation of Cllr Rebecca Herrin who has

moved away from the Town, Chipping Norton Town Council

elected a co-opted member, Richard Benfield, to join the

Council at their meeting in November.  Cllr Benfield was one

of six people who had applied to become a Councillor.

Returning the Kenyan dagger

In October Chipping Norton’s Paul Burbidge went off to

Kenya for two weeks. Along with cousin Jane Craft, her

husband and five others, he visited schools in the rural area

near the Tsavo National Park, a wildlife park as big as Belgium.

Some years back, Jane (who went to Chippy School) and

husband Cliff set up a charity to build and support a school in

Kenya, and this visit was a regular ‘tour of inspection’. Paul told

the News about one other interesting ‘Chippy connection’.

‘I decided to return to Kenya a dagger which an aunt had

brought back as a souvenir following a holiday there in the

early 1950s. I’d had it for 60 years, but felt it didn’t belong here

and it ought to go home. Using my 1957 ‘O’ level in

woodwork I knocked up a ‘presentation’ case to ease its

passage through customs. By chance, one evening I got into

conversation with an American lady in Oxford who used to

work for CITES, the Convention for International Trade in

Endangered Species. Realising that as the hilt of the dagger

was made of ivory this could make things difficult, I emailed

the CITES people in Kenya who put me onto the Kenyan

National Museum. On seeing a photo of the dagger, they said

they’d love to have it in their collection as it was of historical,

cultural and educational importance. (The Pitt Rivers Museum

in Oxford ignored my email offering it to them first.) DEFRA

in the UK gave me a re-export licence to take the dagger out

of the country and, with an import licence from Kenya (thank

heavens for emails) I was able, legally, to go and present the

dagger to the Fort Jesus Museum in Mombasa.’ The photo

above shows Paul (on right), the dagger and Mbarak

Abdulqadir Abdallah, Curator of the museum, who gave his

Chippy visitor a very warm welcome.

Journey round the Library
On 31 October, Chipping Norton Library held an amazing

event for children and their parents. As part of the Family

Learning Festival we took nearly 30 children on a Fantastic

Journey around the world on a magic carpet where they made

up their own stories to go in a book and did wonderful

creative handicrafts. From collage to weaving, and colouring to

parachute games, they all had a great time. On Saturday 7

December the Library will be entering into the spirit of the

Christmas celebrations in town. There will be things to do for

the children and in addition all are invited to be entertained

with Christmas songs by Serenade around 2pm. It should be

a lovely experience – not often seen in our Library! Do look

out for the Library Christmas tree too at the Christmas Tree

Festival in the Methodist Church. The Library will be closed

between Christmas and New Year as will the Letterbox. The

staff wish all a very happy Christmas and look forward to

serving you once again throughout 2014.

Judith Bucknall Library Manager 

Morgan’s road to Morocco
Can you help Morgan

Williams, who works at the

Cromwell Park dental

practice? After her charity trip

to Cambodia last year, she is

now planning a trip as a dental

volunteer to Morocco next

May. On the visit she will be

working with other

volunteers to provide dental

care in schools and

orphanages in Casablanca and

the surrounding area with

charity Dentaid. To raise funds she is holding a cream tea at

Cromwell Park Dental Care on Saturday 11 January, 11am-

4pm. Cream teas are £4 on the day or in advance. 

Dentaid is a UK oral health charity which has supported

around 260 projects in over 60 countries by supplying

refurbished dental surgery equipment, engineer training,

school oral health programmes and dental volunteer missions

to fulfil its aim – Improving The World’s Oral Health. It costs

around £1,300 to fund a volunteer on the eight-day Moroccan

trip. Details:  cromwellparkdentalcare.com or 642993.

Free ‘Managing Stress’ course
The Oxfordshire Mind Wellbeing Service is running a free six-

week course on Fridays from 10 January to 21 February at

Glyme Hall from 10.30am-12.30pm. Managing Stress is

designed to give skills and tools needed to better manage

stress and promote good mental health and wellbeing, with

each week covering a different topic. The course is open to

anyone over the age of 16. For more information and to book

a place please phone 01865 263744 or email

shortcourses@oxfordshire-mind.org.uk or phone the

Information Line on 01865 247788.

Mildness of the Season: A little boy, the day
before Christmas, found a hedge sparrow’s nest,
with two eggs in it, on the road-side between
Enstone and Chipping Norton. (1862)
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New ministry at St Mary’s

On 19 October over 50 members of St Mary’s Church and

congregation attended the annual Day Away. Held again at the

Christian Conference Centre at Burmington, near Shipston-

on-Stour, it provided an opportunity to get to know each

other better in a relaxed atmosphere and focus on the future

mission of St Mary’s and the Chipping Norton Benefice. Some

years ago, I attended a meeting (not at St Mary’s!) where the

hymn was announced, the piano struck up, the group sang,

verse after verse ... but to a different tune! And I think I was

the only one to realize it! We are seeking a united focus of

prayer and action. Something of that tone has been struck in

the opening weeks of our new ministry with themes on the

Amazing Grace of God. Nothing could be more inclusive for

the diverse group of people who come through our doors.

We suspect some come hesitantly because of the hurts and

burdens they carry. But they come anyway, and you may be

surprised if you think church is not for you. From comments

in our Visitors’ Book, appreciative remarks are written by

people from all over the world, and locals are invited to come

during weekdays when you have the church entirely to

yourselves to find quietness and peace. We have held our

annual service of thanksgiving and remembrance for those

bereaved of loved ones and again had the privilege of hosting

the Town’s Royal British Legion Remembrance Service.

Gerald Forse

Oldest pub sold
The Shaven Crown in Shipton under Wychwood, reputed to

be one of the oldest inns in England, has been bought by a

couple, Phil and Evelyn Roberts. It gets its name from its 14th

century origins when the tonsured monks of Bruern Abbey

used it to house pilgrims and as a hospice for the poor and

needy. It was later a Royal Hunting Lodge. The Inn was up for

sale at around £800,000. Peter Brunt of Estate Agents

Colliers said of The Shaven Crown,  ‘It has maintained its

genuine olde worlde charm for more than 700 years and

there is considerable scope for higher trade following some

cosmetic refurbishment here and there.’ Currently closed for

a make-over, the new owners plan to re-open in the Spring.

Three cheers for Mandy
It was with laughter and a few

tears that staff past and present

from Chipping Norton Hospital

and Henry Cornish Intermediate

Care Unit said a fond farewell to

Deputy Ward Manager Mandy

Weller RGN who retired in

October. Mandy trained as a

Nightingale Nurse in London’s St

Thomas’ Hospital and, following

a varied nursing career, went on to join our wards over 19

years ago. Local resident Mandy is a well-known face to

many Chipping Norton families who have benefited from

her care. Her extensive nursing knowledge and skill have

been much appreciated by the patients she has nursed and

the grateful staff and many students who have worked

alongside her. We have been improved by her example of

excellent nursing: an honest, compassionate and holistic

approach to all those who came into her care.

Julie Evans

Showing off: Mr A Nurden’s show consisted of
5 prime half-bred shearhogs bought at Chipping
Norton Christmas Fair; and 5 very prime half-
bred weather tegs purchased at the Chipping

Norton Junction Christmas Show, bred and fed by Mr James
Bliss. (1884)

Christmas Quadrille: A public ball took place in
the Town Hall…Notwithstanding the
unfavourable weather, there was a large
attendance, and dancing was kept up, with much

spirit, to the strains of the Quadrille Band of the Oxfordshire
Militia, until an early hour next morning. (1874)

Open eve ry week end in De cem ber 
9.30am to 4.00pm

at
Halcyon Hon ey Farm, Woodstock Road

Charlbury Oxon, Tel: 01608 810260
Turn off the A44 onto the B4437 to

Charlbury
Look out for the ban ners!!

Charlbury Christ mas Trees
Come and choose your own Christ mas tree 

grow ing in the field
Have a fun time with family and friends

Thou sands to choose from
Nor way Spruce and Blues
Choose your own tree & la bel it ready for cut ting
or
Choose a tree al ready cut
Take your tree on the day or ar range to collect at
a lat er date
While you choose the chil dren can find the 
hid den an i mals
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Count those Chippy thrushes
‘Sing a song of sixpence, a pocket full of rye, four and twenty
blackbirds baked in a pie’!
Certainly, a hundred years

ago there were recipes for

pies which included

Blackbirds, although at the

turn of the century the

Song Thrush would have

considerably outnumbered

the Blackbird. There are

many probable reasons for

the decline and The British

Trust for Ornithology wants to find out more. The BTO is

running a Winter Thrush Survey which aims to discover more

about the numbers of Redwing, Fieldfare as well as Blackbird,

Mistle and Song Thrush, their distribution and the resources

they need to survive to spring and the next breeding season.

Fields around Chipping Norton, with their berry-laden

hedgerows, are ideal to support large numbers of these

winter visitors. If you want an excuse to walk off the excesses

of the festive period, why not get out and contribute to the

survey? Any walk will count if you happen to see any of these

thrushes and what they are feeding on. Visit the BTO website

for all the details: www.bto.org.

Police and crime news
From local police and press reports

Thieves raid café: Thames Valley Police is appealing for

witnesses following a burglary at the Café De La Post in

Chadlington. At 2.35am on Monday 21 October thieves

smashed the glass in the front door of the café and once

inside stole bottles of wine, spirits and beer. If you have

any information, please contact PC Lee Dickinson from

Witney Police Station via the Thames Valley Police Enquiry

Centre on 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800

555 111.

Salford burglary: Police are appealing for witnesses after a

burglary in Salford, Chipping Norton, between 8.30am on

Thursday 31 October and 4pm on Sunday 3 November.

Offenders entered the premises and made a messy search of

the property. Silver, jewellery and electronic items were

stolen. Contact PC Petra Summers from Witney Police

Station via 101.

Threats and harassment: In October Tommy Fury of Old

London Road admitted causing harassment and was fined

£35, with a £20 victim surcharge and £40 costs. Jonathan

Burns of Walterbush Road admitted using threatening

words or behaviour in Witney and was given a community

order with eight-week curfew and restraining order and

costs.

Thefts from police stations: A freedom of information

request has revealed six incidents in 2012 when items were

stolen from Oxfordshire police stations with only one

offender being caught. Items stolen included car parts, tools,

copper and ‘other metals’.

Crime alerts: Anyone can sign up for local crime alerts at

www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk to receive local crime and safety

messages.

Burbidge reunion dinner
About 30 ex-

employees and

their families

attended a reunion

dinner given by Paul

Burbidge, whose

family had run

Burbidge & Sons

the local building &

decorating business

for well over a

century. As many

memories emerged of life and work around the Town, diners

had the opportunity to identify former workmates from this

photograph of the 100th anniversary dinner held in 1950.  Also

on show were time sheets and the wages book from the early

60’s, which showed how modest salaries were in those days. Paul

remembered living ‘over the shop’ as a child, the present

location of Chancellors, from where he watched the memorable

Town Hall fire in 1952. He himself was never part of the

business, but worked in the electronics business for many years.

Under the hammer: Acock and Tayler will sell
by auction in the Christmas Fair, commencing
with, at 12 o’clock 120 Prime Fat and Store
Sheep, including 25 Fat Tegs. At 2pm, about

150 lots of fruit trees, roses, shrubs and herbaceous plants
from Mr J Cooper’s Nursery, Banbury Road, Chipping
Norton. (1899)

Christmas Vintage Tea Parties
Spice up your Christmas celebrations

Have a vintage tea party this festive season
An office party, family get together or end of term celebration
Whatever the occasion for mirth and merriment this Xmas

Give us a call for further information

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
hello@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset

The Chipping Norton Tea-Set, Unit D, Elmsfield Industrial Estate
Chipping Norton OX7 5XL
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The Theatre
Panto’s a gigantic hit!!
A gigantic panto awaits the audience at Chippy Theatre’s Jack
& the Giant. Even before the sparkly blue curtain rises the

audience is immersed in a world of fun, games and laughter at

the village fete of Merrytown-on-the-Wold, guessing the

number of sweets in the jar at the stall with its striped awning

or perhaps checking out the prize winning jams. The curtain

goes up on the fete itself and during the show we have a taste

of all the things that we have come to expect and love in a

Chippy pantomime but none of the elements are contrived.

Everything has its place in Ben Crocker’s tightly written script,

making good use of both prose and rhyme within the

unfolding drama. Ollie Birch, composer and musical director,

has written songs which relate directly to the plot and are

well interpreted and sung by the cast, in particular the duet

between Jack (Rachel Dawson) and Princess Beatrice (Jessica

Dyas). There is humour; drama; dance; puppetry; wonderful

scenery (especially the giants’ castle); equally wonderful

costumes; a ‘moosical’ cow; a dame; a couple of giants;

audience participation; sweets ...  The list is endless. But what

makes this year’s panto so special is the musicianship of the

cast and their skill at acting one minute and seamlessly picking

up and playing a musical instrument the next. There’s

enormous talent on the stage with the actors playing banjo,

guitar, double bass, saxophone, accordion, keyboard, flute and

drums. Last but not least a mention must go to the Pippins,

the teams of local youngsters who support the cast so well as

village children, cows or goblins. Fee fi fo fantastic!    

Alison Huitt

Performances to Sunday 12 January call Box Office 642350 or
click www.chippingnortontheatre.com for tickets

Other than Panto .... When we think of the Theatre during

the Festive Season we think of Panto, but there are also

variety of other performances and films on offer; here are just

some of them.

Theatrical screenings
Continuing the season of screenings from the Royal

Shakespeare Company:

Richard II This is the first production in a new cycle of

Shakespeare's History Plays, directed by Gregory Doran. With

superstar David Tennant in the title role, screenings at The

Theatreare are proving very popular.

7pm Monday 9 December & Tuesday 17 December

Coriolanus: Shakespeare’s searing tragedy of political

manipulation and revenge stars Tom Hiddleston (Captain

Nicholls in the film War Horse).
Live from the Donmar Warehouse 7pm Thursday 30 January

War Horse the original play is coming in March.  The National

Theatre production will be screened 2 & 9 March – tickets for

The Theatre’s Spring Season go on sale Monday 27 January.

Theatre Performances
Richard Digance: a A BAFTA nominated performer and a

world acclaimed poet, author and artist. This is a new show

with a wealth of new songs and anecdotes. 

7.45pm Friday 17 January

Son Yambu play authentic 'Son Cubano,' music that

originated in the streets of eastern Cuba, fusing Spanish and

African rhythms. 7.45pm Saturday 1 February

Art exhibitions in the Gallery
‘A Glimpse of Russia’an exhibition of oils on canvas by Russian

artist Alexander ‘Sasha’ Kolotilov, well-established in post-Soviet

Russia as a realist painter of his beloved native landscape. One of

his pictures has a permanent place in The Theatre.

Iain Hodgkinson: Printmaker Iain works from actual

landscapes and creates responses to them through line, mark

making and ultimately through printmaking using a variety of

techniques including, etching, lino and woodcuts. All Gallery

exhibitions are free. 

For gallery times, details and bookings for all performances contact
www.chippingnortontheatre.com / 642350.

Photo: Phillip Tull 
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The Norts’ Puss In Boots 
The Nortonians soon got

the audience involved and

within minutes I found myself

booing, at villains, laughing

and once even looked under

my seat for the missing

rabbit. The scenes were

created with the minimum of

props; the Giant's Castle was

represented by a huge pair of

boots and an amplified

booming voice off-stage and it worked! The intimate setting

of the Methodist Church was just right for such a small cast

and every word could be clearly heard. I especially liked

the cat with his/her magnificent tail and, being Welsh,

enjoyed the character, Meg Myfanwy, the good witch who

sometimes spoke in verse. With the customary sweet-

throwing (chocolate coins actually), songs and dance it

was a very enjoyable evening's entertainment. 

Kaye Freeman

Emma’s Trust Christmas show
Cotswold Comedy Club – Christmas Cabaret
(or Back to School!!) An evening of stand-up, especially for

Emma's Trust! Headlining are Ginger and Black, well-known

on the Comedy circuit, with three comedians who attended

Chippy School, the venue for the cabaret. Many readers will

remember Tom Goffe, Lucy Pearman of Letluce (with Letty

Butler) and James Shakeshaft.

7 for 7.45pm 13 December. Chipping Norton School Hall, tickets
£15 from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop

Books to give for Christmas 
Adult Fiction: This year's Mann Booker prize is The

Luminaries by Eleanor Catton. 28-year-old Eleanor lives in

Auckland, New Zealand and has written an historical crime

novel about its 19th century gold rush. Eleanor is the youngest

winner of this prize and her novel is its longest.

Short stories: Canadian author Alice Munro has won the

2013 Nobel Prize for Literature for her work as ‘a master of

the modern short story’. Since 1968 she has written fourteen

short story collections, the latest being ‘Dear Life’ published

in November last year.

Poetry: ‘Strings of Pearls: A

collection of poems’

compiled by Churchill

resident Janie Hextall and

Barbara McNaught, from

Lechlade. Following their first

collection called ‘Washing

Lines’ this selection is

inspired by the sparkle of

jewels and jewellery, and the

emotions they represent.

There are over 50 poems

across many centuries

ranging from nursery rhymes, to William Shakespeare, to

contemporary poets such as Carol Ann Duffy and Helen

Dunmore; illustrated with over twenty black and white

illustrations including a 15th century engraved manuscript and

wood engravings.

Children’s books by the Children’s Laureates:
for 18 months to 8: The Gruffalo series of books; being both

picture and story books by Julia Donaldson, Laureate 2011-13

for 8-12 year olds: The Tracy Beaker series, just some of the

many books by Jacqueline Wilson Laureate 2005-07

for teenagers: Noughts and Crosses, by Malorie Blackman,

exciting, moving stories that tackle love and racism. Malorie is

a writer of over 60 novels for children and teenagers and is

the present Children's Laureate.

Our thanks to Judith Bucknall, Chippy's Library Manager,

whose research discovered that these have been the most

borrowed children’s books this year throughout

Oxfordshire's Libraries; proving their popularity. All these

books are also available to buy from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop

in the Market Place.

Talks and Demonstrations
May Morris and the Art of Embroidery (1862-1938) by

Dress Historian Veronica Isaac, Oxfordshire Museum,

Woodstock

7.30pm 4 December Friends of the Museum: free, visitors: £2.

Wonder Workers and the Art of Illusion a lecture by

Bertie Pearce about the history of mystery from 3000 BC to

the 21st century. This is the Cotswold Decorative & Fine Arts

Society's Christmas lecture so all are invited for a drink and

mince pie afterwards. Non-members welcome; suggested

donation £8. Bradwell Village Hall, Burford OX18 4XF.

11am Wednesday 4 December. No lecture in January.

A Demonstration in Pastels by Christine Russell for the

North Cotswold Arts Association's Christmas meeting.

Independent Bookseller of the Year 2007

Presents for all
your friends & family
from Jaffé & Neale.

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Deck the halls with
books aplenty. 
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THE ARTS

Christine has been a couple of times previously and is a firm

favourite. Broadwell Village Hall. Visitors £5 – includes tea.

More details from Sandi on 01451 822550.

2-4pm Wednesday 11 December, 

Festive Events
Once upon a Christmas time:
It's Christmas Eve and the family

are getting ready for the next day!

Chastleton House, run by the

National Trust, is open for three

weekends for you to see the

ground floor decorated for the

family living there in Victorian

times as they celebrate Christmas.

11am to 3pm for three weekends:
30 November-1 December, 7-8 and
14-15 December.

Winter Weekends at Compton Verney A selection of

Festive Music performed in the Chapel designed by Capability

Brown, Each day has a different theme and will include a brass

band, choral music and various instruments. Plus storytelling

for the under 5s. For further details please email

info@comptonverney.org.uk or call 01926 645500.

11am-4pm on two weekends; 7/8 & 14/15 December

Concerts and light opera
Haydn’s Creation in St Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton

performed by Chipping Norton Choral Society and the

Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Peter

Hunt.Tickets £12 on the door (under 14s free) or £10 in

advance from Choral Society members, Jaffé & Neale,

tickets@cncs.org.uk, or  684960.

Saturday 7 December at 7.30pm

The Lenthall Concerts Chippy harpist David Watkins and

violinist Michael Bochmann perform a programme of Bach,

Saint-Saens and Watkins – at Burford School. See last month's

News for details. 

7.30pm Wednesday, 4 December
Royal College of Music String Band directed by Mark

Messenger; always a vibrant evening of music making. 

7.30pm Wednesday 15 January

Full information www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk or 01993

824949. Tickets from The Mad Hatter Bookshop, Burford and

Music Stand, Witney.

The Pyjama Game is to be Chipping Norton Amateur

Operatic Society’s next production, directed by Pat Lake. To

remind you: two of the popular songs from the show are

‘Hernandoe’s Hideaway’ and ‘Hey there, you with the stars in

your eyes’. Put these dates in your new diary:  

7.30pm 3, 4 and 5 April The Theatre Chipping Norton. Tickets on
sale at the Theatre in January

Three Festivals in the Spring
Music Festival 8-22 March

Now an established tradition, the

popular Youth Jazz Band Challenge

heralds the Chipping

Norton’s102nd Music Festival. The

general public will be able to

enjoy most of the classes and master classes for a wide

variety of instruments and voice. There will also be three

concerts: 9 March, local singing group ‘Eight-in-a-bar’, 16

March The Allegri Quartet in Concert and 22 March The

Festival Concert featuring the best participants in the classes.

Syllabus from Jaffé & Neale or visit www.cnmf.org.uk

Tickets from Jaffé & Neale after 11 January.

Literary Festival 24-27 April 
The third Chipping

Norton Literary

Festival’s organisers have

already guaranteed a

varied line-up of authors

including Joanna Trollope

(pictured), talking about

her new book The
Balancing Act and

discussing women in

business with Emma Bridgewater, founder of the ceramics

firm. Chiplitfest also welcomes Kate Adie, who was the BBC’s

Senior Correspondent, Alan Johnson, former Labour Home

Secretary discussing his book This Boy, Korky Paul award-

winning illustrator and Tim Harford, the Financial Times
columnist.

Once again there will be workshops on writing and

getting published, discussion panels, performance events,

poetry and an outstanding, and affordable, children’s

programme. See www.chiplitfest.com/ for more

information.

The Fibre Festival  Saturday 24 May
Like the first Fibre Festival last year, there will be sheep and

lambs at the entrance to the Town Hall packed with

craftsmen and women connected with the wool and other

fibre trades. Crochet work, knitting, dressmaking,

millinery, patchwork, quilting, rag-rugging and peg looming

are some of the crafts being demonstrated. Also a

comprehensive display of the history of the wool trade in

Chippy and tours of Bliss Mill will be available. Yet again it

sounds like it will be a real fibre feast of all things crafty.

Contact the organisers on 645970 or email

info@thefibreworks.co.uk for further information.

SEE THE NEW YEAR IN
at 

THE CROWN & CUSHION
Full Hot & Cold Buffet ~ Disco

Champagne at Midnight ~ and More .....
ONLY £39.95 per person

Booking Essential ~ call 01608 642533
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Holy Trinity Church (Roman Catholic)
Sunday 22 December 10.30am Mass & Childrenʼs Liturgy
Group Christmas Play
Christmas Eve 6pm Vigil Mass; 11pm Carols & Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day 10.30am Mass (Confessions by request)

Baptist Church 
Sunday 15 December 2.30-4.30pm Messy Christmas at Highlands
with crafts, games, stories & food for children to 11 + parents/carers
Sunday 22 December 10.30am Carols & refreshments at Highlands

St Maryʼs Church (Anglican)
Sunday 22 December 6pm Carol Service by Candlelight

followed by mulled wine & mince pies
Christmas Eve 4pm Christingle Service (note time)

11.30pm Midnight Communion
Christmas Day 8am Holy Communion; 10.45am Service for all ages

St James  ̓Chapel Over Norton (Anglican)
Sunday 22 December 9.15am Morning Worship with Carols 
Christmas Day 9.15am Holy Communion

Christmas Services
Community Church

Sunday 22 December 4pm Carol Service at Glyme Hall

Methodist Church
Sunday 15 December 11am Family service with Junior Church items

followed by coffee & mince pies
Sunday 22 December11am Morning Worship

6pm Carols by Candlelight followed by coffee & mince pies
Christmas Day 10am Family Service

This month,

we can't help

but get caught

up in the buzz

of the build up

to Christmas.

I'm not

sure about

you, but I can

sometimes get

caught up with

trying to find

the ‘perfect’ present for someone.  Or maybe you're more

like my wife – spending hours making and wrapping presents

for a long list of relatives.  In both cases, we can end up

missing the real point of what we're celebrating. How often

do we think, ‘WHY we are giving gifts at Christmas?’

Christmas certainly is a time for celebration, family, and

generosity – after all, the whole reason we give and receive

gifts at Christmas is to remind ourselves that the greatest gift

ever given was Jesus. Jesus came to transform the world – his

life and death changed the shape of history. He transformed

lives then and he transforms lives now. His birth, when God

came to live among his people to invite them back to be close

to him for ever, is the greatest cause for celebration that we'll

ever have! The only trouble is that we tend to think of Jesus

only as a little baby at Christmas and can lose sight of his

majesty and his mercy amidst sentimentality. When we do

that, if we're not careful, it can leave us very flat when January

and its credit card bills come along...

So what's the remedy? It's simple: let's use advent to fix

our eyes on Jesus – on what he's done for us and what he

wants to do in our lives. When we remember that Jesus is our

gateway to an eternity of joy, it takes the pressure off us from

trying to do it all for ourselves. So let's celebrate this

Christmas, but let's keep our eyes on Jesus – the real cause

for our celebration. We'll be thinking about that at St Mary's

in the weeks leading up to Christmas, and the children will be

doing the same in their groups too, so I'd love to invite you all

to join us, trying to keep the real meaning at the heart of

Christmas and enjoying it all the more for that!

The Christmas Message
Revd James Kennedy, newly arrived at St Mary’s Parish Church, writes with a seasonal message.

Churches at Christmas

Carols telling of the birth of the baby Jesus are a

vital part of Christmas to most people. The

word 'carol,' is traceable to ancient Greek

drama, and means to dance in a ring. and many

carols reflect this link with with dancing, though

the frivolity of dance was frowned upon by the

medieval church. Today, many carols have

retained verses or titles that celebrate dancing.

The celebration of Christmas was virtually

stopped during Cromwell's time but reappeared

at the time of the Restoration, as many carols

had then been recorded or were simply

remembered within local communities.

While carols were not new to the

Victorians, it was a tradition that they actively

revived and popularised. Old words were put to

new tunes and the first significant collection of

carols was published in 1833 for all to enjoy. Some

of our favourite Christmas carols were either

written or revised during the Victorian era. The list

includes O Little Town of Bethlehem, Good Christian
Men Rejoice, Silent Night, It Came Upon a Midnight
Clear, Away in a Manger andWe Three Kings. We owe

the Victorians a debt of gratitude for their

contribution to the music that's such an important

part of our Christmas celebration today.

New carol services were created and became

very popular as did the custom of singing carols in

the street. Candlelight services together with

readings of the nine lessons, such as that at

Kings College Cambridge have become popular not

least in Chipping Norton itself.

Victorian Carols

A Victorian view of St Mary’s Church with the
Town behind

Print: Trada



CHRISTMAS NEWS
FELICITATIONS FROM THE MAYOR

The Mayor Cllr T Hopgood and retiring
Mayor Cllr Wm Bliss, having presided
over the joyful year of 1863, extend
Hearty Felicitations from both the
Common Councillors and the Aldermen
of Chipping Norton to all citizens of the
Town, with hopes for Peace and
Prosperity throughout the 27th year of the
Glorious Reign of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria.

ST MARY’S BELLS PEAL OUT
Christmas Morn was ushered in with
merry peals from the bells of St Mary’s
Parish Church, where the Revd

Alexander Wishaw and his family –
pictured here – welcomed all to the
Town’s Christmas service. Prayers were
said for Her Majesty and all her family,
who have been blessed this year with the
marriage of his Royal Highness the
Prince Albert Edward of Wales to
Princess Alexandra of Denmark. The
excellent band of the Rifle Corps then
played for an hour in the Market Square
to the general satisfaction of bystanders.

NEW TOWN CHRISTMAS TREES
With The Times of London reporting that
Christmas trees are ‘still the preserve of
only the wealthy or the romantic’, it is a
privilege to welcome the venture in
Chipping Norton of placing trees in the
centre of the Town Square. Alderman P
Lake had appealed for assistance
erecting these small fir trees bedecked
with twinkling gas lights, to wonderful
effect.

EXCELLENT GLEE CONCERT
The Amateur Glee Union gave their
Christmas Concert in the Town Hall last
Tuesday under the baton of Mr John
Gilbert. The much-praised programme
included two pianoforte solos performed
by amateur gentlemen Mssrs J and W
Haigh and concluded with hearty singing
of traditional carols.

GENEROSITY IN THE WORKHOUSE
Owing to the admirable beneficence of
Mr Wm Bliss a special Christmas meal
was served at the Chipping Norton Union
Workhouse, overseen by the Chairman of
the Board of Guardians. Nearly all the 130
inmates attended, including those from
the Tramps Ward who are now under
police control. All were truly grateful for
the generosity which had provided roast
beef and plum pudding, and oranges,
nuts, tobacco and snuff though one
Master Oliver Twistle had to be
reprimanded for asking for more.

OTHER NEWS THIS YEAR
VISIT OF FAMOUS AUTHOR

The fame of writer Mr Charles Dickens
grows apace and he gained much public
sympathy after the sad demise this year of
his dear mother. Mr Dickens passed
through Chipping Norton this month and
stayed at The White Hart. There he

enjoyed the company several local
gentlemen, who report that the author
was on his way to Birmingham to give an
Anniversary Reading from A Christmas
Carol which he wrote twenty years ago.

RESPLENDENT MASONIC BALL
We report with pleasure the thorough
success of this year’s Ball in November
held by the newly formed Bowyer Lodge
to celebrate the completion of their Lodge
Hall. The Mayor kindly allowed the use of
the Chipping Norton Town Hall, which
the wives and sisters of the resident
Masons decorated in Masonic blue,

squares and compasses and five pointed
stars. Gas jets, fine candlesticks and
handsome pedestals adorned the room.
Upwards of 100 ladies and gentlemen
were assembled, resplendent in gowns,
evening wear and Masonic costumes as
appropriate.

RAILWAY TRAVEL TO BANBURY
Mr Wm Bliss has recently succeeded in
bringing a railway line from Chipping
Norton Junction near Kingham to his Mill
works, with great benefit to the Town’s
Industry. And now the Railway has been
joined by amalgamation to the Great
Western Railway which will enable the
adventurous to travel through the
parishes of Over Norton, Dunthrop, Great
Rollright towards Kings Sutton joining
the line to Birmingham. Train passenger
Mr A Brain expressed wonderment at the
ride through the long tunnel.

Chronicle
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The Chipping Norton

THE BEST REMEDY FOR INDIGESTION.
NORTON’S CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple but certain

Remedy for Indigestion being a medicine so uniformly beneficial that it is with justice called
the “Natural Strengthener”. “Norton’s Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient and
are mild in their operation. They have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 30

years. Sold in Bottles at 1s 9d in every Town in the Kingdom.

Be sure to ask for NORTON’S PILLS, and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation.

NUMBER ONE CHRISTMAS 1863 EDITION

CAUTION.



MERRY MISCELLANY
FESTIVE RECIPES

Christmas Cake:
"To two pounds of flour well sifted unite 

Of loaf-sugar ounces sixteen;
Two pounds of fresh butter, with

eighteen fine eggs, 
And four pounds of currants washed

clean;
Eight ounces of almonds well blanched

and cut small,
The same weight of citron sliced;

Of orange and lemon-peel candied one
pound,

And a gill of pale brandy un-iced;
A large nutmeg grated; exact half an

ounce 
Of allspice, but only a quarter

Of mace, coriander, and ginger well
ground, 

Or pounded to dust in a mortar.
An important addition is cinnamon,

which
is better increased than diminished;
The fourth of an ounce is sufficient.

Now this .  . .
May be baked four good hours till

finished."

*    *    *
Hot Salted Almonds
Make in small quantities for immediate
consumption or a larger amount to store
in an airtight container.  Fry a quantity of
blanched almonds in a little butter until
golden brown. Drain well on kitchen
paper and place in a sieve. Season to taste
with sea salt and shake well. Serve warm.
Delicious on Christmas morning!

Mulled Wine:
4oz/115g sugar
4 cinnamon sticks
5cm/2in piece fresh root ginger, peeled
and sliced
small handful cloves, or to taste
1 orange, zest only
1.5 litres/2 pints 12¾fl oz port wine or
claret
Serves: 6-8 people

Step 1: Add ingredients to a saucepan and
bring to the boil. Place two wine glasses of
water, and the sugar, cinnamon, ginger,
cloves and orange zest into a saucepan.

Bring the mixture to the boil, then reduce
the heat to its lowest setting and simmer,
stirring regularly, until the mixture has
reduced to form a thick syrup, about 15-
20 minutes.
Step 2: Add the port wine or claret and stir
well. Increase the temperature until the
mixture is piping hot, but not boiling.
Step 3: Serve immediately in wine glasses.
Strain the mixture before serving, if
desired.

*    *    *
Sugar Plums:

Sugar (approx 1kg/2lb 2oz)
1 jar whole plums (preserved in syrup)
The sugar plums will need to be heated in
a very low oven for several hours.
Step 1: Roll plums in sugar Mix ingredients
together. Pour the sugar into a bowl.
Shake off any excess syrup from the
plums. Roll each plum in the sugar until
completely coated. Place each sugar-
coated plum onto a baking tray and set
aside for 30 minutes, then re-roll the
plums in the sugar.
Step 2: Put coated plums in the oven. Heat
gently in the oven. Transfer the sugar-
coated plums to the oven, set to its lowest
setting. Heat gently for several hours, until
the juice has seeped out of the plums.
Coat the plums in sugar again, then place
the coated plums onto a clean baking tray
and repeat the drying process.
Step 3: Repeat the coating process. Re-coat
plums in sugar. Repeat the re-coating and
drying process a further 3-4 times, over a
period of several days, until the plums
have completely dried out and the sugar
coating is crisp. As the plums dry, the
juices will seep out, so they will need to be
re-coated in sugar and transferred to a
clean baking tray every 1-2 hours.)

PARLOUR GAMES
The Minister’s Cat
All players sit in a circle. The first player
describes the minister's cat with any
adjective that starts with the letter "A".
Example: "The minister's cat is an
adorable cat." The next player must also
use the letter "A" – such as "The minister's
cat is an angry cat.", and so on all the way
around the circle. When it comes back to
the first player the letter "B' is used –
example: "The minister's cat is a bashful
cat." Anyone who can't come up with an

adjective or repeats one that was already
used is out of the game.

The Laughing Game
Try not to laugh
1. All players sit in a circle
2. Each player takes it in turns to say "Ha",
"Ho" or "Hee".
3. The first player to start laughing loses
and is out of the game.
4. Continue until everyone is out of the
game.
5. The person who manages not to laugh
for the longest is the winner.

Reverend Crawley’s Game
Everybody stands in a circle. Each player
then holds hands with another player, but
the hands may not be those of the person
next to them, and they may not hold both
hands with the same person. This creates
a large human knot. If doing this with
children, some adult help may be required
to create the knot: it doesn't matter,
because the fun comes in the next part.
The group now has to work out how to
untangle the knot without anyone letting
go of any hands. This involves twisting
and contorting and should end in one or
two circles of people. Best played with 8 or
10 players.

*    *    *
Do You Love Your Neighbour?
Players:  Five or more. Duration: A few
minutes for each round. Equipment:
Chairs, one less than the number of
players. The chairs are lined up with all
players sitting down except for one. The
standing player asks one of the other
players, 'Do you love your neighbour?' If
he replies no, then the two players either
side must quickly jump up and swap seats.
He may reply yes, but must attach an
exception. Eg 'Yes, except for those
wearing spectacles’  or '...except for those

CHRISTMAS 1863 EDITION                               The Chipping Norton Chronicle Page Two

*    *    *

*    *    *

*    *    *



French from childhood – what other
language did she learn when she was
older?
12. Who was king a) before and b) after
Victoria?
13. How many times did Gladstone serve
as Prime Minister?
14. Veterans of which war were the  first to
be awarded the Victoria Cross?
15. What year did Victoria die?

VICTORIAN RIDDLE RHYMES
Riddles were very popular with children
in the Victorian era

1) Riddle me, riddle me, what is that Over
the head and Under the hat?
2) A flock of white sheep on a red hill;
Here they go, there they go, Now they
stand still!
3) I've seen you where you never was, And
where you ne'er will be; And yet you in
that very same place May still be seen by
me.
4) Black within, and red without, Four
corners round about.
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with blonde hair.' Then all of those
players must jump up and find a new
chair. Whatever the answer, while players
are attempting to find a new seat the
player who asked the question can try to
sit down. Whoever is left standing asks
another player.

Blindman's Bluff
One person is blindfolded while the rest
of the guests scatter about the room. The
one blindfolded must then attempt to
catch hold of someone and guess their
identity. If the guess is incorrect, the
captured person is freed. If correct, the
blindfold passes to that player and the
game begins again. One variation on this
game was called The Queen of Sheba. In
this version, the prettiest girl in the
company sits on a chair while the
blindfolded player makes his way to her in
order to steal a kiss. As he nears, the girl is
secretly replaced by an elderly matron.

Lookabout
The host selects a small knick-knack and
gives everyone a chance to study it. Then
all the guests leave the room while the
host hides it. When the guests are called
back into the room, they mill about in a
visual hunt for the object, and when they
spy it, they sit down. The last person
standing must pay a forfeit.

A VICTORIAN QUIZ
1. Name the Scottish Gillie Queen Victoria
is rumoured to have had an affair with? 
2. Which of her Prime Ministers said of
Victoria “Everyone likes flattery and when
you come to Royalty you should lay it on
with a trowel”?
3. Where did the Charge of the Light
Brigade take place? 
4. Which book by Charles Dickens
described Christmas at Dingley Dell? 
5. Name the ghostly Jacob Marley’s
fictitious business partner.
6. Which Victorian engineer built the
Great Western Railway?
7. Which Victorian poet wrote ‘Come into
the Garden Maud’? 
8. What is the next line? 
9. How many children did Victoria have? 
10. Where is Osborne House?
11. Victoria spoke English, German and

LETTERS
Snow and State of the Streets
Sir, At this slippy sloppy time of year one
cannot expect to walk out in Chipping
Norton in comfort; but that such walking
should be made both uncomfortable and
dangerous is disgraceful to the parties
who made it so. Mr F Morrell, Clerk to the
Local Board has reminded Housekeepers
of their responsibility for their pavements,
and their liability, in case of neglect, to the
heavy fine of £5. Surely Shopkeepers and
those with public buildings must bear the
same liability? Will you kindly allow your
paper to remind those with street fronts
(especially those down New Street with
wretched dirty pavements) that they are
inflicting great nuisance?

BIRTHS DEATHS & MARRIAGES
In 1863 Chipping Norton has seen the
following recorded: marriages 127; births,
585, of which 43 were illegitimate; deaths,
347, of which 131 were at ages under 5
years, and 8 at ages above 85.

BIRTHS
Jan 4th Jane, the wife of Alfred Adolphus
Webb Engineer of a son Louis Austin
April 18th Mary the wife of William Phipps
of a son Alfred

MARRIED
3rd May James Coleman 38 Widower
Labourer to Eliza Slatter 27 Widow daughter
of William Claridge Wabourer.
15th June John Bostin 22 Bachelor Labourer
son of William Bostin Carpenter to Sarah
Poole 19 Spinster daughter of John Poole
Labourer.

DIED
20th Jan  Mary Moulder 67
29th Jan  Maria Rose 20 - Union - Coroner’s
Inquest
5th Nov John Timms 6

Quiz Answers
1. John Brown 
2. Disraeli 
3. Balaclava in the Crimea
4. The Pickwick Papers 
5. Scrooge in a Christmas Carol
6. Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
7. Tennyson
8. For the black bat, Night, has flown
9. Nine
10. Isle Of Wight 
11. Hindustani
12. a) William IV b) Edward VII
13. Four times
14. The Crimean
15. 1901

Riddle Solutions:
1) Hair.
2) The teeth and gums.
3) The reflection of a face in a mirror
4) A chimney.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
PERAMBULATORS

AND

R O C K I N G  H O R S E S

VERY BEST

Writing Desks, Brushes
AND 

C O M B S
AN ENDLESS VARIETY OF

G O O D S

SUITABLE FOR

Christmas Presents
A N D

N E W  Y E A R ’ S  G I F T S

Edwin Baylis & Son
High Street, Chipping Norton

See below for answers

A Sufferer

*    *    *
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SPORTS NEWS
TOWN TRIUMPH UNDER NEW

FOOTBALL RULES

Following the new rules agreed on
December 8th by the recently formed
Football Association, the gentlemen of
Chipping Norton Football Club took to
the field on Boxing Day in a sometimes
chaotic but otherwise splendid occasion
against local rivals Charlbury. It was a
spectacle to the untrained eye with less of
the boisterous hacking and tripping on
show under the Sheffield rules of
yesteryear. The match was watched by a
crowd – healthy in number and voice if
not in heart after no doubt much Yuletide
over-indulgence – and in spite of much
disingenuous calling of "nail him" and "a
shilling for his shins", the game was played
in good spirit with Mr Rumblebottom,
the Referee, only reading the riot act to 7
players for misadventure under the new
Association rules.

The worst infringement was from
Charlbury left back Mr Harry "the
Hacker" Bawdry, who claimed to have
suffered from a temporary loss of vision
under the low winter sun and
"accidentally" head-butted Chipping
Norton forward Mr Thomas Latham who
was lining up for a perfect shot on goal. A
minor fracas ensued soon calmed by Mr
Rumblebottom who after thumbing
through his new rulebook, decided to re-
start the game from where the offence
took place. Mr Latham, having come
round from his contretemps with
smelling salts and a dose of medicinal
rum, duly stepped forward and shot home
the winning goal giving Chipping Norton
Town a deserved 1-0 victory. Well done
gentlemen!

HUNTING IN ALL ITS GLORY
On a bitter Boxing Day morning before
the local football derby, the Heythrop
Hunt gathered at Master Col Thomas'

country mansion for a hearty breakfast in
preparation for the traditional run-out
with the horses and hounds. With
stomachs full and discourse aplenty over
the Christmas comings and goings, they
made their way to collect the hounds,
newly re-homed to our town from
Heythrop three years ago, and made their
way up to Market Square. The sun shone
through the pillars of the Town Hall as
Col Thomas raised a toast to the Queen
and his speech, chivalrous and sporting,
was enthusiastically received by the
assembled townspeople. Everyone was
warmed by the mulled wine generously
served by Mr Brimglass, landlord at The
Fox, adding to the merriment as the bugle

signalled their departure towards the
fields and hedgerows of Churchill and
beyond.

The Chronicle learned from Col
Masters that, "it was a capital run with the
hounds, and apart from one elderly
politician suffering three falls and finally
dislocating his shoulder, it was a splendid
day with a sumptuous meal of venison
and partridge to polish off the
proceedings". We understand that the
nameless politician even raised the first
toast to great applause and some deserved
leg pulling – don't pull too hard good
fellows otherwise this gentleman will be in
proper bother!

INCIDENTS AT POOL MEADOW ICE
RACES

Pool Meadow was once again iced over
this month and hardy townsfolk put on
their skates and warmest tweeds for the
annual three lap race on December 6th. For
the uninitiated this takes place after
Church when skaters descend the lane to
the Meadow while drinkers climb Church
Street for their lunchtime liquor. For the
intrepid and hopefully sober skaters, the
"MC", Mr Lyneham, divides competitors
into junior, senior and veteran, such that
fitness, skill and a good set of lungs are the
key. 

And so it seemed that skating is
indeed a great leveller. Mr "Lofty"
Constable, last year's Senior Champion,
resorted to grandstanding on the final
turn and having been in the lead found
himself careering into a willow tree, arms
still aloft in the camel spin he was only
seconds before exhibiting to the bemused
onlookers, some of the returning drinkers

seeing more than double by all accounts.
Poor Mr Constable due to his height
managed to miss the low hanging
branches but instead pirouetted over to
land with teeth sunk into the soft bark of
the lower trunk, thus dislocating his
upper jaw and losing some gnashers in the
process. 

Managing not to be distracted by his
fellow competitor's unfortunate plight,
Mr Speedwell, last year's runner up
skated through to take the prize of a blade
sharpener. Meanwhile no such mishaps
befell the Veterans and Miss Cuppleditch
serenely took the title in a close finish,
with Mr Singleton taking runner up. The
grand finale saw the juniors racing round
at seemingly breakneck speed and despite
some argy bargy, young Jonny Cousins
came through to win and took away a bag
of boiled sweets which he
heartwarmingly shared with his sister.
She came to support him as did so many
other competitors’ families on a
wonderful day for everyone except
perhaps Mr Constable – but even he will
be sure to recover for next year.

CROQUET GAMES AT CHASTLETON
The year saw yet more people coming to
Chastleton House to try their hand at

playing croquet, a challenging game with
hoops, mallets and large coloured balls.
Chastleton man Walter Jones Whitmore
has taken a strong interest and is intent on
setting some proper rules and starting a
local club.

ARTIFICIAL TEETH
FITTED WITHOUT PAIN, EXTRACTION,

SPRINGS, OR WIRES
MR. ESKELL DENTIST

Has much pleasure in acquainting his
Friends and the Public generally that having
completed some extensive alterations in the
Mechanical Department, he can now make

PARTIAL or COMPLETE SETS OF
TEETH at 10s each TOOTH
10 BEAUMONT STREET OXFORD

N.B. – only one visit required for Country Patients
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Thursday 5th December 6pm – 9pm
Friday 6th December from 2pm – 8pm

Saturday 7th December from 10am – 8pm
Sunday 8th December from 1pm – 5pm

All proceeds in aid of 
Chipping Norton and Stow Methodist Circuit

Celebrating 200 years of the Circuit 1813-2013

Christmas Tree Festival
Tea & Coffee

Lunches
Cake & Craft

Stalls
Preserves

METHODIST
CHURCH 

Chipping Norton

Opening
Ceremony

Thurs 5th Dec
6pm

(with Circuit Service at 6pm)

Christmas Shopping Day
Don’t forget that Chipping Norton is having its celebratory

Christmas Shopping Day on Saturday 7 December. Shops

open all day as usual.  From 10-4.30 the Town Hall will have

Artisan Foods and Craft Stalls with Festive Treats and

lots of Christmas Gift ideas. If you flag you can visit the

Chipping Norton Tea Set’s Pop Up Tea Rooms in the

Town Hall or there’s roasted chestnuts and mulled wine. Lots

for the kids to do too including facepainting and chidren’s

rides.  Events in town 10 to 6 including Street Entertainers,

Carol Singing (at 11.30, 2pm and 5pm). And, of course

Chippy’s ‘fabulous selection of bespoke shops & boutiques

offering unique gifts for all ages’ ......  and watch out for Santa!

Details www.experiencechippingnorton.com

Winter Solstice Party
There is a Christmas party for the whole town on Saturday

21 December, 7.30pm till midnight at Chipping Norton

Town Hall. Celebrate the last of those shortening days

and the run-up to Christmas by dancing the night

away with a live band, refuel at the cash bar and maybe

try some of the cheesy snacks on offer. Tickets at £15 a head

can be bought from MASH or Jaffé & Neale in the town

centre, otherwise contact Sally (catering supremo) at Brown

Cow Events sallybrown142@btinternet.com or co-organiser

Julie on 07788 555854. Any surplus funds left after all

expenses have been met will be donated to local Bridewell

Organic Gardens where Julie works, which tirelessly

promotes mental and emotional wellbeing of adults who are

affected by a range of mental health difficulties. 

Candles of Remembrance
The Lawrence Home Nursing Team would  like to thank

everyone for the amazing support they have had received

through the year. Danny Phillips has continued to support

them with a Golf Day in June and Quizzes in Feb and October

raising over £2,500. Jane's nurses walked again in September

and so far have raised over £500. This year’s newsletter

has more information. Please let the Team know if you

would like a copy. There will be Christmas card sales in

the Town’s Co-op all day on  27 November and 20 December.

The annual 'Candles of Remembrance and Celebration' is on

20 December at 7pm starting on the Town Hall steps with a

short service and the lighting of candles then moving into the

Town Hall for Mulled wine and mince pies. 

Lido goes Festive!
Claire Williams of the Lido writes: Swimming outside may be the

LAST thing on your mind at the moment but we live in hope

of another summer like this year’s and so the work to ensure

The Lido can reopen in April goes on, even out of season. To

this end, The Lido are immensely grateful to Sainsbury’s for

continuing to support us as their Charity of the Year and

allowing us to set up a stall in the shelter of the store during

the Christmas shopping day on Saturday 7 December. We will

be back in the store in the morning of the following Saturday

14 December, as part of their carol singing day. Also, keep your

eyes on the website, www.chippylido.co.uk, Twitter

(@ChippyLido) or Facebook (ChippyLido) for details of the

upcoming Season Ticket offer, enabling you to get a 2014

ticket at 2013 prices.

Salford Carol Concert 
On 15 December at 6 pm, Burford Chamber Choir will lead

a traditional evening with Carols and Lessons for a special

Christmas Celebration at St Mary’s Church, Salford.

Mulled wine & mince pies will be served. Information

from Sally Chambers 643969.

Little Compton Xmas Fair 
Saturday 7 December, 3pm at St Denys’ Church, Little

Compton. Invitations are extended, and space available, to all

who would like to sell their own Christmas crafts and gifts.

Please ring Jenny Rudge 674405 or Jeremy Evans 674241.

Musical entertainment will be provided by Kitebrook School

Girls Choir and the new church organ.

Katharine House Christmas
If you want to help Katharine House Hospice this Christmas,

including at the Chipping Norton shop you can: buy some of

the knitted Xmas novelties, buy some of the seventeen

designs of cards, enter the Christmas Quilt raffle and quiz

or give someone the gift of a KHH Lottery membership.

Drop into the West Street shop or see www.khh.org.uk.

Cotswold Table@Christmas
Come to a festive foodies’ market with everything for the

perfect Christmas table – food, drink and tableware. Delicious

lunches served from pop-up bistros. A great way to enjoy the

spirit of Christmas with friends and family in the grounds of

the Mill House Hotel, Kingham on Sunday 15 December,

10am–3pm. Free entry.

Wootton Christmas Bazaar 
Wootton-by-Woodstock are holding their annual Christmas

Bazaar to raise funds for people in need, here and abroad, and

also for maintaining the three medieval churches at Wootton-

by-Woodstock, Glympton and Kiddington. The Bazaar is

on Saturday 7 December 2 until 4 pm in the Village Hall

at Wootton-by-Woodstock (beside the church).

Attractions include: Father Christmas, bric-a-brac, Christmas

wreaths and decorations, teddy bear tombola, toy stall, plants,

raffles and teas.

What’s on at Christmas

See also Arts Pages 13-15 for more Seasonal Events
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Single File enjoys quiz & skittles
One of our favourite outings is to a local village hall for fish

and chips and a quiz. This month we went to Bloxham.

Another was skittles (pictured) and a snack at Moreton. We

also enjoyed a Sunday carvery at Whichford and meals at

Burford, Shipton under Wychwood and a member’s house

followed by a walk. Music this month was a piano recital in

Chippy and as I write we are off to the firework display at the

Rollrights. Something for all tastes! 

Single File is a social group based in Chippy for single

people between 50 and 70, including widowed, separated or

divorced. We are not a dating agency, just a group of people

who enjoy going out together with a full programme of events

every month. Many members have a professional or business

background but all are welcome.

We hold a fortnightly pub evening at which new people

can come and meet us. The next ones will be on Fridays 6 &

20 December. If you are interested, phone our enquiries line

on 077655 98518 or email enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk.

New members are very welcome. Www.singlefilecn.org.uk.

Folk sing the Blues
Folk Club at The Blue on 11 November turned, magically, into

Blues Club! Splendidly MC’d by Dave Wallace and Marcus

Hunt, there was the usual range of wonderful regular

performances plus, in the second half, new and old fiddlers,

guitarists and singers leading a stunning session of impromptu

numbers with the inimitable Bill Pullen guiding them all. You

had to be there really!

9 December will see ‘Festivals’ as the theme, replete with

seasonal nosh. Just £1 on the door. Sing, Play, Recite or just

Listen. See Diary p2 for details of meetings or visit our

website: www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

Pen Greenwood 642296

Dashing about with the Lions
Please look out for our Lions selling Trolley Dash tickets in

the Co-op. The winners will get to dash with a trolley around

the store in December.

Proceeds from these ticket sales will go to help the

disadvantaged in our local communities particularly at

Christmas-time  and also to help us reach our goal of

providing six defibrillators for the Town. At present we have

two; one outside Sainsbury’s in the old phone box and the

second one outside the Red Lion. Recent donations mean we

are not far from being able to purchase a third and we would

be glad of any suggestions as to where this could be sited. The

site would need to be accessible to the public 24/7 and have

access to a constant power supply. For any suggestions, please

contact Lions Graham Raven: 645134 (g.raven@sky.com),

Robert Caswell: 646003 or Martin Guy: 641154.

Martin Guy

Yacht Club’s first anniversary 
Chipping Norton Yacht Club, the nation’s most unlikely sailing

club, celebrates its first birthday with a jazz band and lavish

Christmas Ball on 18 December. ‘This first year has been a

spectacular success’, says Trevor Taylor, the club’s

Commodore. ‘We never imagined in our wildest dreams that

the idea would take off in such a spectacular fashion. We have

more than 130 members, have held rallies in the Greek

islands, have had talks from some of the leading names in

sailing and, most important of all, have succeeded bringing

together the Cotswold’s sailing community.’

Next year promises to be even better with a visit from

TV personality, author and solo sailor Paul Heiney who talks

about his battles with the Atlantic, and sailing guru, journalist

and TV presenter Tom Cunliffe returns to thrill with yet more

tales of the unexpected while there are presentations on all

things nautical from practical sailing workshops to critical life-

saving tips.

You don’t need to be a boat owner to join. The Chipping

Norton Yacht Club is open to all with a love of the sea and

boats. Full details from www.cnyc.co.uk

Community power at NOOG
An enthusiastic audience of North Oxfordshire Organic

Gardeners gathered in November to hear Adam Twine, of

Westmill Farm, talk about the experience of creating the

South’s first 100% community-owned wind farm. The five wind

turbines along the A420 towards Swindon are now a feature

of the landscape, but the process was a long and tortuous

one. However, with the investment of over 2,000 local people,

the project got underway, and now a second activity – a solar

park – also community-owned, is up and running. His organic

farm is also host to ‘Root & Branch’, a therapeutic gardening

and rural crafts facility for those with mental health difficulties

and a woodland burial ground has more recently been added

to the line-up. A very heartening demonstration of what

communities can achieve when they put their mind to it. 

On Wednesday 4 December our traditional ‘eating

meeting’ focuses on pickles and chutneys. Do come along to

CLUBS NEWS

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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NOOG at 7.30 to the Timberyard Room, Little Tew. Phone

683624 for more information about NOOG’s activities.

Lindsay Johnstone

Long Compton Garden Club
Val Bourne, Sunday Telegraph Gardening Writer, will talk about

‘Spring Cottage – My Own Garden’, in Long Compton Village

Hall on Wednesday 22 January at 7.30pm. Free to Garden

Club members, Non-members welcome, £3 at the door. More

information from Jane Jenkins, 684770.

Scouts out and about
Beavers We invested our newest Beavers before the school

break. We also have four new Beavers starting with us this

week. We celebrated Hallowe’en with Apple Bobbing and

making Green Slime…..a very messy session! This week, we

are having a small bonfire, fun with sparklers and making

S’mores on the fire…and of course, singing campfire songs.

Our Winter Camp looms, let’s hope the weather is kind!

Cubs The pack met up on a rather cold and dull Sunday

morning in October for a trip to the Cotswold Wildlife Park.

The Cubs thoroughly enjoyed meeting all the animals

especially the giraffes, the monkeys and all the snakes! 

Our seven new cubs have now been invested. The parents

who came to witness the investiture were also treated to

shadow puppet plays. The cubs had made the puppets and

written the plays which were all on a Jungle Book theme.

To celebrate Guy Fawkes Night each six lit a small bonfire

and toasted marshmallows. They did extremely well to get any

fires lit at all as it rained steadily throughout the evening –

however spirits remained undampened and through

perseverance, a lot of blowing and a bit of luck they managed

to get three bonfires blazing! 

Scouts We have started work on the Emergency Aid badges,

which the Scouts are really enjoying. At the end of last term,

the Scouts did a Scavenger Hunt around the Town – it’s

amazing, the things they can find out. The evening ended with

a trip to the Chip Shop! Two teams took part in the District

Scout Night Hike, exploring the countryside around Banbury

in the dark – and we didn’t lose any! 

This week we travelled to the Fireworks event in

Bodicote and were made welcome by Bodicote Scout Group

who plied us with burgers. To top the evening off, our five

newest Scouts Sam, Alex, Charlie, Kai and Felix pictured here

were invested in front of the smouldering bonfire and in so

doing joined the swelling ranks of our local troop.   Definitely

an Investiture to remember!

Explorers See report and photo on p8.

Rambling around Chastleton
The Rambling Club’s first walk of the ‘winter’ season took

place on a pleasant sunny afternoon, following a very

changeable week. We parked near Chastleton and walked

back towards the village, then turned right to walk across the

National Trust field in front of Chastleton House, pausing to

admire the view across the valley towards Moreton-in-Marsh

and Bourton-on-the-Hill. And were those the domes of

Sezincourt peeping out of the trees?

Next we followed a somewhat muddy bridleway

downhill. Thankfully the going soon improved, and then there

was a stretch of tarmac as far as Evenlode. Our route then

took us across several grassy fields, the first one of which

showed a curious pattern of two sets of ridges and furrows

at right angles to each other. Another more confined path and

more mud brought us to Chastleton Glebe, and then we were

out onto the road and back to the cars.

The distance was about four and a half miles and it took

just over two hours. Walks are on the first Sunday of the

month, departing the New Street car park at 1.30 pm until

the clocks go forward again. We are always happy to see new

faces, come and give us a try! For more information call Liz

on 641222.

TCN’s house warmth survey
Transition Chipping Norton is offering to survey houses in

Chippy and the surrounding area, using a thermal imaging

camera. This camera can detect which parts of the outside of

a house are warmer than the rest. The hot parts are where

the warmth is being lost. If you know where the problem is

you may be able to do something about it. Sometimes the

remedy can be simple and cheap but if it is more expensive,

you may be able to get a grant to help fix the problem. The

CLUBS NEWS

Domiciliary Care Agency
At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,

we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can

mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to

help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to

complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are

committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please telephone

01608 648656

or email

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

enquiries@carecompassionandconversation.ltd.uk

CQC Registered
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survey is free. If you would like to know  about the thermal

imaging scheme e-mail transitionchippingnorton@gmail.com

Richard Averill

Stargazers braced for cosmic events
Space really is the

final frontier as far as

this edition’s

CNAAG news is

concerned as we are

engaged in a busy

programme of

outreach astronom-

ical events and

planning for an

exciting and busy

observing season.

During November

we took astronomy

out to several local

primary schools and

scout groups and on

Wednesday 27

November we did our bit as part of 'Stargazing Oxfordshire'

at the Department of Astrophysics in Oxford together with

Abingdon Astronomical Society and the resident professional

astronomers. With several successful observing evenings

under our belt, despite the weather, our attention is currently

on the fate of Comet ISON as it hurtles around the sun on

28 November at an incredible 845,000 mph – by the time this

edition reaches you it will either have survived intact, or

shattered into a million pieces. 

On Monday 16 December our Christmas guest speaker,

in The Fox, is Dr Joanna Jarvis talking about planets around

other stars, exoplanets. With a very brief respite for

Christmas we hit the ground running with a post Christmas

observing evening before the year’s end followed by our

January events for BBC Stargazing Live. Weather permitting

we hope to hold a public event in the town centre on 10

January and again at The Red Lion, Little Compton on 31

January with school events during the month. CNAAG is a

highly active and enthusiastic astronomy society with a wide

cross section of experience and expertise amongst its

members. If you have an interest in space and the Universe,

visit our web site www.cnaag.com and come along to any of

our meetings, you will be made very welcome.

Robin Smitten

Alzheimer’s Group meetings  
Chipping Norton Carers Group Mondays 9 December,

13 & 27 January  10.30am-noon at the Fox Hotel. If you care

for someone with dementia come along and talk to others.

Alzheimer’s Café Wednesday 4 December, January date

TBC  2-4pm at the People’s Church, Horsefair, Banbury. For

those who have dementia or their carers. Share information

and experiences, or just have a cup of tea and a chat. Friendly

Alzheimer’s Society staff and volunteers are there with

information and support.

Singing for the Brain Mondays 2 & 12 December, 6 and 20

January 10.30am-noon at the Colin Sanders Innovation

Centre, Mewburn Road, Banbury Fun, stimulating sessions, for

people with dementia and their carers.  

Cotefield Café Wednesday 18 December January date TBC

- 2-4pm at Cotefield Nurseries, Oxford Road, Banbury, OX15

4AQ Social group at a local garden centre. Buy refreshments

from the café and enjoy a social afternoon! 

A Celebration of Christmas with the Judith Baxter

singers and the Bodicote Handbell Ringers in aid of

Alzheimer’s Society, Marlborough Road Methodist Church

7.30 Saturday 14 December Tickets £7.50 available from One

Man Band in White Lion Walk, Banbury or on the door.

Refreshments.

Call Frances or Shirley 01295 255957 for more

information on any of these events.

Railway Club on track for Christmas
On 5 November we enjoyed a second visit from retired

railwayman Colin Boocock with his illustrated talk on ‘The

Railways of Japan’. It was good to learn more about the

geography of this country and their rail travel is certainly

impressive. Colin has a pet charity which he is passionate

about, ‘Railway Children – Fighting for Street Children’. He has

visited India where the problem is greatest and raises funds

with his talks.  Very commendable.  

The Great Central Railway will be the subject at our

festive meeting on 3 December; speaker Chris Bazely will

entertain us to end the current season.  Do come along to

see what we are all about; this meeting includes a glass of

wine and a hot mince pie, plus the chance of winning a great

prize in our Christmas Raffle.  The Chairman and Committee

wish all members and friends of the Club a very happy

Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  No meeting in January

and we have our Annual General Meeting on 4 February.  

Estelle Brain 641586

Green Gym prepares for Apple Day
This month we have spent two sessions working on the

Common: one clearing the footpath on the corner near the

Royal Mail office and the other near Travis Perkins where we

made great strides cutting back the willow herb. Then we

turned our attention to the Community Orchard, preparing it

for Apple Day – which was a big success. Thank you to so

many people turning out on an unpromising day which

suddenly became sunny at just the right moment! And finally

we went to the BBOWT reserve at Hook Norton to cut back

HOWES & CO
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park,
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

Tel: 01608 642570 Email: advice@astral-lbh.co.uk
Web: www.astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups
VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping
Accounts 

Self Assessment & Personal Tax
iXBRL Reporting & Corporation Tax

Business Consultancy & Planning

Member 
of the
ACCA

Advising clients
in Chipping Norton

for 30 years

CNAAG member Doug Wells sets up a
small reflector at a local primary school
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scrub so as to encourage flowers and butterflies.

Join us on Wednesday mornings and get fit while caring

for the environment. There are jobs for all ages and abilities,

there’s no joining fee and lifts may be available. Visit our

website: www.chippygreengym.org, phone me on 643269 or

email jennyharrington@btinternet.com. All are welcome!

Jenny Harrington

West Oxfordshire Women's Institute 
Why not make 2014 the year you reclaim your social life,

meet new people and learn new skills? That's precisely what

we'd like to offer you at WOWI – the Women's Institute with

a difference. Whether you prefer a cup of tea or a glass of

wine; whether you're 25 or 75, you'll fit in just fine, because

WOWI is made up of women of all ages, from all walks of life.

We have had a fantastic year of singing, dancing, crafting and

gossiping, and we'd love to welcome more members into the

group. Our programme for 2014 is varied, interesting and

more than a little surprising so why not give us a try?

Membership of the WI costs £33 per year, and includes your

monthly meetings and a quarterly glossy magazine, WI Life.

We meet at 7.30pm in St Mary's Parish Rooms, on the third

Monday of every month. To find out more, call 646830 or

take a look at www.westoxfordshirewi.co.uk

Clare Mackintosh

So what do Air Cadets do?
Whilst many have heard of the Air Training Corps, or air

cadets, few know what being an air cadet involves. Who better

to shed some light on this than cadets themselves? Two cadets

volunteered to tell me of their experiences:

Cadet Oliver-Hall joined 136 squadron last May. ‘Everyone is

really friendly. I have done such a wide variety of stuff since

becoming an air cadet, like Field Craft and patrolling (running

around outside in camouflage hiding from, and finding ‘enemy

cadets).’ Best achievement: Gaining the St John’s Ambulance

youth first aid certificate. Working towards becoming a First

Class cadet. Best thing: The people and making new friends.

Cadet Mitchell joined 136 squadron in January. ‘Air cadets is a

great way to meet lots of people and. It provides the

opportunity to do so many different things, for everyone who

wants to do them, without costing much at all. Activities

happen, they make us more adventurous, willing to try

different things and take on responsibilities. This has helped

me at school.’ Best thing: Flying, all of it – gliding at Dalton

Barracks, flying at RAF Benson, the Air Cadet Pilot Scheme.

Best achievement: Winning through to the Region Public

Speaking competition and then getting to meet the

Commandant and Group Captain. 

Corporal Rillie and Cadet Mitchell of our Squadron were

selected to represent the wing at the Regional Debating

competition in October alongside cadets from all the

services. The day involved training, preparing and practising

debating. Cadet Mitchell was picked to represent the South

West region in November and won a place at the finals in The

House of Lords chamber. This national competition will bring

together school-age cadets, from all the armed forces to

debate ‘The Great War: Listening to the Past; Talking to the

Future’. 

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for
Senior Citizens

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to

complement your home

surroundings

Custom made covers

for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:

Sue Hazell 01608 644 877

(30 years experience)

Cadet Mitchell won though to the Regional Final of the
Debating Competition held in the Chapel  at RAFC Cranwell 
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The ATC if for young people aged 13-17. To find out more

about being a cadet, or if you would like to volunteer as a

member of staff or join the civilian support committee, please

visit www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org.

Helen Haine

Chipping Norton Conservatives
The luncheon club meets at the Blue Boar on the second

Thursday of the each month at 12.30, for a main course and

coffee (£10). Our next lunch will be 12 December when we

will have a seasonal meal (£12) and festive cheer. If you would

like to join us, you would be most welcome, please you ring

Richard Benfield on 645793 or Mike Howes on 642423.

Our speaker in January will be Yvonne Barnes, Headteacher

at St Mary’s School. The remainder of our programme for the

coming year will be published shortly, meanwhile we wish you

all a very happy Christmas and healthy New Year.

Richard Benfield/Mike Howes

Nostalgia & celebrations with CNWI
At the November meeting of Chipping Norton Women’s

Institute members were treated to a slice of Chippy’s recent

history when Mary Newman shared her recollections of

Penhurst, the NCH home which has now closed – a most

enlightening trip down memory lane.

On 11 December we hold our Christmas party, with fun

and games, plenty of chat and a sociable afternoon tea. In

January we will celebrate the formation of our WI in 1948

with our traditional anniversary lunch and then on

12 February Jo Graves is to entertain us with her favourite

poetry. Visitors and new members are always welcome at our

gatherings in the Lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Pridence Chard 642903

Amnesty International
A big thank you

to all who

attended our

Amnestea on 9

November. £150

was collected so

our cake-making

skills were

appreciated.  We

had organised a

display entitled

Slave Britain to

draw attention

to the horror of

Human Traf-

ficking which

exists here in the

UK. Testimonies

of young women forced into prostitution and domestic

service, hotel and farm work for little or no pay in terrible

living conditions, made difficult reading, but it exists and our

group wants to draw it to the attention of everyone so they

will also insist that our Government ends it.

We have a stall at the Town's Christmas Fair on 7

December where we will be selling Christmas cards and

raffling a hamper of goodies. Proceeds will go to Amnesty
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part of our race night on Friday 21 February at the New

Beaconsfield Hall, Shipton-under-Wychwood. Tickets £12 for

entry and a 2-course meal (lasagne & salad + a tasty sweet).

You will need more cash on you to bet on the video races,

and to have a great time. There will be more details in

February’s News, but if you want to book early send an e-mail

via the website www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk or contact

me on 677156. All the profits to charity as always with Rotary!

Happy Rotary Christmas To all who have supported us

throughout 2013, thank you so very much. Without you we could

not make a difference, so it is really you who are doing all the

good work. Have a lovely Christmas, and we hope you will

continue helping us to help you do charitable works in 2014. 

Simon Hamilton

Huggable bear History 
November's talk at the History Society was re-scheduled

owing to the sad death of our speaker, Robert Evans. We were

grateful to Sebastian Conway of Chastleton House for

stepping in with a fascinating talk on The Ladies of Chastleton.

Our talk on 9 December is entitled ‘The Hugely

Huggable History of the Teddy Bear’; the speaker, the well-

known lively expert on many things Tudor, Dr Gillian White.

So the title is all the more intriguing. Come along to the

Methodist Hall at 7.30pm. You will be well-entertained! 13

January is our social evening: good food, convivial company

and a quiz! Note the date in your diaries. February's talk is on

the10th. We look forward to welcoming you at all these events.

Liz Whitaker

MS Branch
head for
anniversary
Our annual Gift Fair was

held in Witney on

Saturday 2 November, it was a great success with lots of

attractions and raised over £2,000 for Branch funds (this

includes some matched funding from Barclays Bank; thank

you!). This year we had a wizard in the grotto, as it was nearer

Hallowe’en than Christmas, who was kept busy handing out

gifts to children and some spells too!!

Next year is our Branch’s 25th anniversary. We will be

remembering past events as well as holding new events during

the year to commemorate this milestone. We also hope to

provide more services around the district. We do seem to be

rather Witney-based, so would like to know if there is a

demand for something in Chippy. Please contact me if you

have any ideas, perhaps for a group meeting or a useful

therapy (Pilates, physio or yoga for example), and we will see

what can be done. We are very keen to reach out to those

affected by MS with whom we currently have no contact, but

of course only if you wish to. Contact details below – all calls

are treated in confidence.

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and looking

forward to 2014.

Contact details for the branch are: Website
www.mssociety.org.uk/westoxfordshire Local helpline: 0800
917 9790, or National helpl ine: 0808 800 8000.
Telephone: 645988 or e-mail: ptr.branson@gmail.com 

Peter Branson

CLUBS NEWS

International. Our annual Greetings Card Campaign started at

our Amnestea and continues on Thursday 9 January when we

will write as many cards as we can to support and give

comfort to those who are Prisoners of Conscience around

the world. February’s monthly meeting ison Thursday 13th with

a talk by Ian McGarr, on the Peace Community in Columbia.

All meetings at 7.30pm Lower Town Hall. New members

welcome. Call Priscilla Peace for details on 01451 830459

Kaye Freeman

CN Rotary roundup
Chippy Jazz supports local charities A brilliant Chippy

Jazz and Music, made just over £3500 profit for charity, and

we were delighted to give £1500 to the Lawrence Home

Nursing Team, represented by Michele Pugh (pictured) who is

also the practice nurse at West Street Surgery. Mitch gave a

moving explanation of the Team’s work to allow terminally ill

patients to remain at home and explained that the donation

would pay for over 100 hours of patient/nurse time.

We were also honoured to present a cheque for £1000

to Mark Saville of SpecialEffect, based in Cornbury Park. This

charity helps disabled people to operate computers for fun

and, just as importantly, for communicating with others.

We will be giving 10% (£350) to the Rotary Foundation –

Rotary's international charity used for large international

charitable initiatives. and the remainder goes to End Polio

Now to fight for global polio eradication. 

Philippines Appeal A collection for the charity ShelterBox

to help provide shelter for some of those who lost their

homes in the typhoon, on 16 November raised close on

£1000  – enough to buy one and a half ShelterBoxes (costing

£590 each). Each box holds a 10-man tent, bed rolls for 10, a

paraffin cooker, pots, tin plates, mugs, water cleansing

equipment and can be a home for up to 10 people for up to

18months. You can give to ShelterBox directly via

Shelterbox.org – follow the links to the Typhoon Haiyan

Emergency Appeal. Our deepest thanks to the generosity of

all who supported the collection.

Fireworks display wows the crowds Our second grand

fireworks display run on 3 November was a success. The

event is slowly growing and a crowd of over 400 enjoyed

more to eat, a bigger bonfire and a suberb 20-minute

professional firework display which just about avoided the

rain! Our resident pyromaniac promises to have an even

more spectacular bonfire next year!

Race Night 2014 Do you like a little flutter on the horses,

and do you like supporting charitable organisations? Then be
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Alice looking to move up
Chipping Norton’s motor racing ace Alice Powell is looking to

move up in the world of motorsport after finishing a successful

Formula 3 Cup season as a very close runner up in the

championship. She was pipped at the last Snetterton meeting

by winner Alex Craven (over the year 396 points to Craven’s

407). Now 20-year-old Alice has her eyes on competing in the

Renault World Series – but this will cost around £800,000 for

the season so she needs to find some serious backers!

A Belting Success for Tae Kwon-Do
All 4-11 year old members of Combined Self Defence’s Junior

TAGB Tae Kwon Do program recently undertook and passed

their Junior Gradings. Students had to perform a series of

Blocks, Kicks, Striking Techniques, Jumps and a Terminology test

to be eligible to receive their next grade.  Students have

worked very hard for the last couple of months to prepare for

the test, and they all did very well.

Students train on Wednesday night at Chipping Norton

Leisure Centre and Thursday night at Stow on the Wold

Primary School. 

Anyone wishing to enquire about the classes or free

training can visit www.CombinedSelfDefence.com and fill in a

free training form or call the instructor Lee on 07977 560086.

Chad Whites U12 Football Team

Sunday 10 November saw the team playing a local derby

against the Kingham All Blacks.  A match at Kingham is always

guaranteed to be thrilling and this was no exception.  The

match took on added significance as a win for The Whites, and

other results in their favour, could have promoted them to

second in the League! Following a minute’s silence to

commemorate Remembrance Day, the game kicked-off and

Kingham then scored within the first 60 seconds. This set the

tone of the match and despite The Whites’ best efforts – and

a healthy injection of vitamin C courtesy of Katy and Simon

Taylor’s orange slices at half time – the three points went to

Kingham with a final score of 4:3. 

5th Town Sports Awards
Subject to the Town Council’s agreement, an Awards Evening

will be held in the Town Hall on 27 March. There will be five

awards up for grabs:

~ Young Sportsperson Under 11

~ Young Sportsperson 11-17 years olds

~ Sportsperson 18 and over

~ Team Award Under 18

~ Team Award 18 and over

Forms will be available from The Guildhall in January and the

deadline for nominations will be at the end of February.

Graham Beacham

Sport in brief
Oxfordshire Sports Awards Alice Powell  has been

shortlisted for the Sportswoman of the Year 2013 Award.

Rugby The 1st XV have had some disappointing results in the

league to date.

Horse Racing Charlie Longsdon has had some good

winners recently.

Football The Town's 1st XI were top of their league, however

they now have slipped to third.

Thank you I would just like to thank everyone who has

played and supported the Town in their chosen sport this year.

Also a very big thank you to everyone who has helped

contribute a sports report to the Chippy News. Finally, many

thanks to Marius Harte who has stepped down after two

spells as the Golf Club reporter. Bring on 2014!

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDRENʼS CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON
LEISURE CENTRE

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

WWW.MARTIALARTSVOUCHER.CO.UK

Alice pictured far right after the final race at Snetterton

Chadlington Whites u12 team show off their new kit bags

Graham Beacham



25

SCHOOL NEWS

Chipping Norton School
Build a Bug workshop: Chipping Norton School teachers

run a range of Able, Gifted and Talented workshops for

primary school pupils who are nominated by their own

schools. In addition to Design and Technology, subjects

covered include English, Mathematics, Science,

Philosphy4Childen, Art and Drama. 

To start the new term the School’s Design and

Technology Department ran a ‘Build a Bug’ workshop which

was an exciting and very practical hands-on lesson. The bug

had to be

constructed to

include a motor

to be built and

soldered by the

children.

The skills

required for

this are varied,

but one of the

biggest tests for

the youngsters was using soldering irons. Dr Andrew Butt sat

with small groups and showed them how to solder the motor.

Participants really had to concentrate as they made the bugs,

attached the motor and raced the bugs on a specially

designed race track.

Anya said ‘I don’t think it could have got a lot better’. Lucy

said ‘I wish our school did it’. Alonso said ‘it was so cool, I

want to do something bigger next time’. 

Dr Butt was supported by his team of colleagues and

Chipping Norton School Technology Leaders whose

participation enhances the learning experience for our

primary partnership pupils and also allows them to continue

to develop their leadership skills. 

Well done to all the year 4 and 5 pupils for their

perseverance and dexterity with this difficult task – the

fantastic result was that each child took a small ‘scuttling’ bug

home. Parents beware! 

Family Focus Week: During the week of 17-26 October

the School welcomed 124 families from our ten partnership

primary schools to take

part in a variety of

weekend and evening

workshops. Family

Focus activities are

designed to be

enjoyable and also

educational. Mrs Phillips

(CNS Community

Learning Lead)

said: ‘There are so

many different

subjects we offer

and in line with the

ethos of being a

community-based

school, we want

our students to

give something

back.’

Children from

Chipping Norton

School, and our    ten

partnership primary

schools, along with

their parents, were

able to learn new skills

(including First Aid from

the St John Ambulance and

healthy family cooking),

and take part in sporting

activities (golf, hockey,

tennis and trampolining).

Other popular activities included building a medieval

trebuchet, participating in a fun science workshop, learning

how to make a 2014 calendar using IT skills and creating a

wonderful artistic recreation of Van Gogh’s ‘Encampment of
Gypsies with Caravans’ which we will be proud to display in

school as the latest ‘Family Focus masterpiece’.

We were pleased to receive many positive comments: 
‘The St John Ambulance tutors were excellent and

inspiring especially for the children.’ (First Aid) ‘We could do

another one tomorrow!’ ‘It was inspirational.’ (Art Challenge)

Family Focus activities:
1 First Aid; 2 Computer

generated calendar;
3 Science Workshop;
4 Build a Trebuchet

1

2

3

4
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‘Great fun and fantastic staff ’ ‘My son and I started to

work as a team – really great.’ (Build a Trebuchet)

‘We loved seeing the science labs. All of it was super.’

(Science Workshop)

Thank you to all the CNS staff and Extra Time Tutors,

Marc Gilkes (Hook Norton Tennis Club) and Danny Phillips

(Cotswold Golf Club) for running the workshops and to all

the families who joined in. We look forward to the next

Family Focus Week in the Spring Term.

Holy Trinity Primary
Armistice Assembly & Remembrance Sunday
Procession: Children from our school who are Brownies,

Rainbows, Cubs and Scouts dressed in their uniform as a

mark of respect for our Armistice Assembly. We held a two

minutes silence at 11am on Remembrance Day, led by our

Year 2 class who shared some of their beautiful thoughts and

prayers with us. Some of the children also formed part of the

Remembrance Sunday procession in Chipping Norton. 

Christmas Fair: The PTA Christmas fair will be on 29

November 6.30-9pm at Holy Trinity School.

Operation Christmas Child: As in

past years, we are supporting

Operation Christmas Child. The

children have started bringing in their

beautifully decorated shoeboxes for

delivery to children in more than 100

countries. 

Christmas preparations: Foundation Stage are very busy

with planning and preparations for their very own Christmas

production – Wriggly Nativity – and we can’t wait to see them

up on stage, retelling their very own special version of the

Christmas story. 

KS1 children are also very busy rehearsing for their

production of The Little Red Robin, which we are sure will be

up to their usual high standard. 

The KS2 Christmas Carol Service will take place at Holy

Trinity Church in Chipping Norton on 17 December at

6.30pm. 

Travelling Book Fair: We recently hosted a very successful

Travelling Book Fair at school; the children loved choosing

free books and resources for their library and classroom.

Year 1 Welly Wednesdays: Year 1 have been enjoying

weekly trips ‘Welly Wednesdays’ at Forest School this term.

Mrs Buchanan joined in the fun with them recently and they

got thoroughly soaked! The children showed her how to toast

marshmallows and taught her our version of the rather

appropriate ‘Singing in the Rain’ song! 

Breast Cancer Research: Our School Council organised

their first successful event this year: ‘Wear Pink Day’ which

aimed to raise money for Breast Cancer Research. What a

wonderful display of pink throughout the school it was! We

raised a magnificent sum of £190. Thank you for your kind

generosity.

Visit to Think Tank: Our Year 1 class enjoyed their visit to

the Think Tank Science Museum in Birmingham. Here are just

a few comments from the children after their visit: Jacob – ‘In

the Planetarium I learnt how to spot the North Star in the

night sky’. Tom – ‘I enjoyed pretending to be a dentist in the

Kids’ City’. Stella enjoyed playing with the water features in

the Science Garden and Archie P thought lunch was the

highlight of the day.

Year 5 Cadbury World trip: Our Year 5 topic this term is

‘Chocolate’ and they have been busy learning all about the

chocolate-making process and all about ‘fair-trade’. We were

also fortunate enough to have a trip to Cadbury World in

Birmingham where we got the opportunity to see everything

we have been learning in action and get to taste lots of

delicious chocolate!

Year 3 Black Country Museum trip: We had a great time

at the Black Country Museum finding out about how rich and

Hitchmans Mews, 2 West Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AA
01608 643139

Wonderful in-salon treatments and a full range of
REDKEN and PUREOLOGY home hair products

For more information, opening times, special offers etc. please find
us on Facebook or visit our website www.rjhair.com

We are a REDKEN and
PUREOLOGY Salon

offering Fantastic Cuts
and Amazing Colours
including the stunning

new CHROMATICS
ammonia-free colours

Please like our page
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poor children lived during Victorian times. We looked at

different types of houses and discussed the type of food that

people would eat and grow. We also had an hours experience

in the Victorian classroom writing on chalkboards – we are

glad that we go to school today!

Buddies! Foundation

Stage has paired up

this year with our Year

5’s who have taken on

the role as their

‘buddies’. They have

been wonderful

supporting Foundation

Stage in their first

term at school; supporting

and guiding them during

their first class mass and

acting as excellent role

models. They have loved

spending time together

and getting to know one

another better over the

course of the last term. 

U11s Hockey Tournament: Well done to everyone who

took part in the Hockey Tournament at Chipping Norton

Leisure Centre in October. They were a credit to the school

and performed brilliantly. 

St Mary’s Primary
Fire Station Visit:
Hazel and Apple classes

started their Fire topic

with a visit to the fire

station. Shaun from the

fire service did a great

job of showing us

round which included

sitting in the fire

engine, looking at all

the equipment and we

all had a go with the

hose – a few of us got

quite wet!! We enjoyed it so much that we are now setting up

our own fire station at school. As William said, ‘This is what I

call fun!’ Jacob was especially interested in the hat. ‘The masks

are there to protect you from fire’ and all children now know

how to call for the fire service....999. A child was overheard

leaving the fire station with the comment, ‘That was awesome’

and we all agreed. Grateful thanks to Shaun from the fire

service.

Christmas Cards:
Isobel Gillard reports:
We painted

Christmas pictures,

which we took

home and asked

our parents

whether they

wanted them made

into Christmas

cards, if they did

then they donated

some money. Lots

of people did and the cards looked fantastic, and we also made

lots of money.

Design and
Te c h n o l o g y
Workshop: Isabel
and Lily report: Our

challenge for the

afternoon was to

put together an

electric ant. We

had to follow

instructions from a

book. Firstly we

had to pop out the

plastic legs, then

we had to put the bug together, then we did soldering which

was awesome and a new experience for us. It was hard

stopping our hands from shaking. When we had put it all

together we received our certificates and went home with

smiles on our faces.

Harvest Festival: This year we celebrated our Harvest

Festival in school. Revd James Kennedy was present at both

services and said a closing prayer. Thank you to everyone who

donated food which was sent to the local food bank to help

people less fortunate in the local community. This is a good



opportunity to thank all the supporters of our Sensory and

Sustainable Garden, with special thanks going to the Green

Gym, for helping us dig our beds, the Frater family for

fundraising, all

those other

parents who have

donated time,

effort and

enthusiasm, Gill

& Co for

providing garden

tools and Travis

Perkins for

timber. We had a

fantastic harvest

this year which

included carrots,

onions, and

potatoes. These were used to make soup for Years 5 & 6 and

the remainder were donated to members of our community.

Football Tournament: Hannah and Martha report: On 9

October a team of girls and boys went to Chipping Norton

School for a football tournament. We all had a great time

with the boys coming 4th. Jonathan, Amber and Kayla all

agreed that it was great fun and that they would all love to

do it again.

Year 3 Dance: Kaya and Alexander report: Some dance

teachers came from Chipping Norton School to teach us

some dance moves. Some of the moves were easy, some

were hard. The best part was when we got to do the Conga.

Another good part was the Rock and Roll. We also did

moves to the book ‘Giraffes can’t dance’. The book was

really good.

Author Visit: Victoria Kennedy and Lily Edwards report: Adrian

Townsend said you need three things to be able to write a

good story. A nice quiet place to work, a pen that suits you

and a pad of paper to write on. He said he starts his writing

by jotting down his ideas and then he leaves them for a week,

then he changes his ideas into a story. He leaves the story for

a few days then he would go back to them and if he is happy

with the results he sends it all off to Kate the illustrator (who

draws the pictures). 

Adrian Townsend read us a chapter from ‘Gran’s Gang’

which was amazing. He came back the next day to sell and

sign some of his books in our fantastic brand new library.
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Middle Barton Primary
It has been another busy few weeks at Middle Barton Primary

school. 

Just before we broke up for our half term holiday

Sycamore Class (Year 3 and 4) entertained parents with a

healthy cafe. They served fruit kebabs, fruit and vegetable

animals and smoothies. The verdict on the smoothies was

‘delicious’!

Thursday 7 November was a particularly exciting and

successful day. We welcomed prospective parents, current

parents and the village community to our Open Morning.

They had the pleasure of seeing a wide range of interesting

and stimulating activities – such as art, music, PE and cookery.

The newly formed school choir also entertained our visitors

whilst they enjoyed refreshments in the hall. The Year 6

children did a fantastic job as guides and ambassadors for the

school.

In the evening we were spellbound by a splendid firework

display, with everyone enjoying the friendly atmosphere,

homemade chilli, mulled wine and hot chocolate. 

We are looking forward to an exciting whole school trip

to Chipping Norton Theatre to see this year’s pantomime,

Jack and the Giant. 

As Christmas approaches we are also busy rehearsing for

our Nativity play, to be held on the 10 and 11 December; and

our Carol Service on Tuesday 17 December.

Great Rollright Primary 
School activities: The children are all excited about

Christmas, and we are looking ahead to the promise of a new

year. We now have eleven trained Fire Marshals in school as

all of our Year 6 children recently completed a two day course

at the Fire Station in Hook Norton where they were taught

about team building and safety. They will regularly check all the

fire exits are clear, and support the younger children if the fire

bell rings. We are grateful to the Fire and Rescue Service for

their support. Last month our choir once again took part in

‘Children Singing for Children’, hosted by St Mary’s, Banbury. 

Friends’ fundraising: The Friends of Rollright, our parents’

support group, have organised several fun events to raise

money for the school. The Pop-up Pub was popular with

locals and school families, and our end of term Children’s

Party was a very lively event. They also held a successful

Ladies’ Curry Night. The proceeds have been spent on

replenishing the library, and on music lessons for Years 5 and

6. The Friends also paid for a coach for a trip to Oxford’s

Ashmolean, reducing the cost of the trip to parents. 

Season’s Greetings: Everyone at Great Rollright Primary

School would like to wish Chipping Norton News readers a

very merry Christmas and a happy New Year!
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Acorns Primary
Acorns’ awesome
astronomers: The

words ‘amazing’, ‘epic’

and ‘exciting’ were

used by the children to

describe our recent

Open Evening as

prospective, current

and former pupils and

their families observed

the moon through

telescopes provided by

the Chipping Norton

Amateur Astronomy Group (CNAAG). The stargazing

experience was at the end of our Open Evening, which was

bustling with current and prospective families. It was

wonderful to see our pupils showing their parents round the

vibrant classrooms and getting involved in the ICT workshop

provided by Mr Greygoose and Mrs Benjamin. Children and

adults were able to create their own dance track, learn about

a variety of apps being used in school and recommended for

home use and experience our first Raspberry Pi computer in

action.

Robin Smitten from CNAAG gave a super space

presentation to families whilst they ate delicious hot soup and

bread provided by the PTA and then we quickly moved

outside to wave to the International Space Station as it made

its way over Long Compton’s dark skies.

All the staff are very proud of our school and evenings like

this filled with awe and wonder are so powerfully refreshing

and full of community spirit.

Acorns Primary School Christmas Fair will be held on

Saturday 30 November, from 10am to 1pm. There will be

plenty of stalls and refreshments.

Chadlington Primary
Sports news: The school had some brilliant recent

successes in the small schools tournament at Chipping

Norton, winning both the football and the girl's hockey!

Christmas events: The school has already started preparing

for Christmas with plans for a Christmas Fayre run by the

children. Around the term's topic of ‘Who wants to be a

Millionaire?’ 

The children are making their own crafts to sell and the

older children are doing business plans for the event. The

Christmas concert will be held in the Memorial Hall and will

involve lots of dance as well as singing this year. The children

are very lucky to be taught their individual class dances by

Mrs Clare Wallace.

School trip: The annual Christmas trip for the whole school

this year is to see ‘Wendy and Peter Pan’ performed by the

RSC in Stratford in December which everyone is hugely

looking forward to.

Friends of Chadlington School: The Friends are repeating

their hugely successful Bedtime Story Evening at the school

with a special Christmas theme and hot chocolate with

Christmas cookies at the end of term.

Also international classical guitarist and parent, Craig

Ogden is again giving a Christmas concert in aid of the

Friends to coincide with the release of his new CD ‘Christmas

time’ with Classic FM. It is on 20 December at 7.30pm in St

Nicholas' Church – tickets are available from the school office

on 01608 676366.

Sibford School 
Pupils at Sibford School will

be begging for ‘more’ this

month when they present

Oliver! Lionel Bart’s classic

rewrite of Dickens's famous

novel, Oliver Twist, will be

performed from 3-5

December in the school’s

recently re-furbished hall.

Starring Year 8 pupil Henry

Jackson-Wells as Oliver, other

cast members include Rae

Fitzell (Year 12) as Nancy and Will Homewood (Year 9) as the

Artful Dodger. And, in a novel touch, the part of the pick-

pocketing Fagin will be played by a female actor – year 12

pupil Eloisa Smith. Maria Jackson, Head of Drama at Sibford

School said, ‘There is a great sense of excitement among the

pupils as we run the final rehearsals. The bar was set very high

following the success of our last production, Little Shop of
Horrors and the cast is definitely rising to the challenge. All the

signs are there for this to be a wonderful production.’ The

school will be staging three evening performances and two

matinées (aimed specifically at primary school pupils). Tickets

cost £7 (£5 for concessions) and are available now from the

school on 01295 781200. 

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Rae Fitzell as Nancy and
Henry Jackson-Wells as Oliver



Remembrance Sunday
Once again the Chipping Norton Remembrance

day parade and church service were a great

success, with St Mary’s Church filled to the brim.

It was a great honour for ‘Chippy’ Royal British

Legion to see all the support we received for

this annual event. We were joined by all the

youth organisations from the Town including both branches of

our cadet forces and the RBL Bodicote band doing us proud

in leading the parade. Our thanks must go to all who helped

make Remembrance Day a special and moving event. Special

thanks go to our new vicar, James Kennedy, the local police

who did a great job and to the civilian workers helping ensure

the safety of our parade. I would also like to thank Mr David

Astor, who represented Her Majesty The Queen, our Mayor

Mike Tysoe and all those who joined us at the Town Hall

afterwards. Next year marks the centenary of the beginning

of WWI and we are planning a commemoration service with

the Town Council. We are always looking for more ‘boots on

the ground’ to help with such events. If you would like to join

us please contact our membership secretary Mike Dixon on

01608 643755 or dixon.1michael@sky.co.

Neville Edwards, President CN Royal British Legion

In praise of the Yarn Bomber
The Chipping Norton branch of The Royal British Legion

would like to thank the 'Phantom Knitter' for the unique and

wonderful Poppy displays she placed throughout the Town.

The displays were greatly appreciated by both the Royal

British Legion and the residents of Chipping Norton.

Mike Dixon, Secretary CN Royal British Legion

Strikers remembered
I was interested to read the piece in the News about the

anniversary of the Bliss Mill strike in 1913. It is good that

these people should be remembered a hundred years later,

though I'm sure they never dreamed they would be. Years ago

when first finding out about Chipping Norton's history, I

recorded an interview with Fred Shepard, then 80, about his

involvement in the strike and how he was sent to prison

accused of kicking a policeman. Fifty extra police had been

drafted into the Town to protect those who did not join the

strike, and a number of scuffles took place as they went to and

from the mill. As with Annie Cooper, Union leaders urged him

go to prison rather than pay his fine as this would attract

national publicity for the strike. He was a teenage lad and it

was a frightening experience for him, but the warders seem

to have shown some sympathy, finding easier work for him to

do when sewing coarse mail bags with a big needle made his

fingers bleed. He said they put him on 'sorting peas'. He

served three weeks of his month-long sentence before being

released when the Ruskin student admitted being the one

who had kicked the policeman. Incidentally, Fred's wife, then a

teenage girl also at the mill, said she would have joined the

strike too, but her mother wouldn't let her.

We all owe a debt to our friend Robert Evans, who sadly

died very recently. The Bliss Mill strike was one of his major

pieces of research and most of what has since been written is

largely based on his work, which he generously made available

to anyone who was interested. Typically, he did not seek credit

for himself, but recognition for the men and women who

stood up for their rights a century ago.

David Eddershaw
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Thank you to Voters
I want to thank all those who voted for me at the District

Council by-election on 7 November. I am honoured to

receive such a vote of confidence from the Town and

delighted to be joining my friend and colleague Eve Coles as

a further Labour and Co-operative District Councillor for

Chipping Norton. On the District Council, I shall be joining a

small but very active Labour Group who work hard to

provide essential scrutiny of decisions that affect the whole of

West Oxfordshire. Along with Eve, however, my first priority

will be to speak up for Chipping Norton and I am looking

forward to working with all of our Town, District and County

Councillors on your behalf. 

I want to take this opportunity to express my

appreciation of the other candidates in the by-election and

especially Joe Johnson who worked hard in this campaign and

whom I hope will continue to be active in town affairs. Finally,

I want to pay tribute to Rob Evans who held this seat until his

death in September. Rob was a great servant for this town for

many years and, although I am proud to be following in his

footsteps, I am sad that we will never get to work together

on the Council as we once hoped we would do. Please

contact me regarding any issues or concerns with which you

feel I can help (01608 648022; geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk).

Geoff Saul, District Councillor for Chipping Norton

Praise for Care Centre
I have recently returned from a week’s respite at Henry

Cornish Care Centre and had a really good time. Between the

staff and the residents, it is like an extended family. Coffee
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mornings are held on Fridays and are really enjoyable.

Everyone is welcome, so you can come along and judge it for

yourself. The Centre is warm, friendly and a real delight for all.

A jewel in Chipping Norton’s crown!

Julia, Chadlington resident

(Name & address supplied)

Threat to Children’s Centres

How children develop in their early years lays down the

building blocks for life. All of your readers will recognise and

identify with that reality. Children's centres play a key role in

this process and are described as a ‘one-stop shop for a child

and their family with play, advice and support being provided in

response to specific needs.’ Support includes for physical and

mental health, parenting skills, economic well-being including

training and job fairs. They have a particular focus on the most

disadvantaged and for many are a lifeline. The ACE Centre

provides these services in Chipping Norton and the

surrounding area. It is one of the leading children's centres in

the country. The proposal from Oxfordshire County Council to

close it, along with 37 of the other 44 similar centres is

extremely short-sighted and economically illiterate. This will

leave hundreds of children, parents and carers with nowhere

else to go for support. The proposal should be completely

dropped, not dealt with on a case by case basis as Ian Hudspeth

has suggested. All of the centres are vital for their communities.

Please protest at this devastating proposal. Please write to Ian

Hudspeth, Leader, O CC, New Road, Oxford OX1 1ND to let

him know what you think. Please write to your MP at the

House of Commons. Please sign the petition – Save

Oxfordshire's Children's Centres at www.38degrees.org.uk.

Please follow the campaign on Facebook and Twitter. Join the

campaign and lobby the Conservative OCC Cabinet members

who will make final decision.

Steve Akers, Past-Parent Governor, The Ace Centre

Family thanks
Jan Cliffe and family wish to thank all those wonderful friends,

neighbours and colleagues who have shown them such

wonderful love and support. Cards, flowers and kind words

have been pouring in after the death of Stanley Cliffe on

19 October, a much-loved husband, father and grandfather.

These have all been greatly appreciated by the whole family.

Jan Cliffe

Cemetery clear up day
My thanks to all who came for another tidying up session on

19 October and especially to Peta Simmons for supplying the

refreshments. A good team effort and much was achieved in

relative short time. The clear up day last March had to be

cancelled due to the snow. The next will be on 29 March

(weather permitting).

Martin Jarratt, Chairman Cemetery Committee
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LETTERS



Santa’s Victorian
Pub Crawl!

Santa needs regular refreshments whilst delivering presents round
Chippy. But his Town Guide is over 150 years old and some of the
pubs in it are no longer open! Do you know which old pubs Santa
is trying to get into – and which ones he can still buy a pint in?

8. Once a place for drink

not food – this pub was

named after a tree!

3. Now a religious meeting

place, but formerly named

after a very talkative

creature.

7. Ring the ... if you want to

see the pharmacist! That was

the name of the pub that

once stood here. 

4. Hurrah! Santa has found his

first stop – the wily creature!

6. This store has its roots in

Victorian England, but the

pub on this site had even

older origins – dating back to

the 18th century. 

1. No 18 Horsefair was a

pub until fairly recently –

but what was its name?

9. Finally Santa finds

somewhere to drink

and play a quiet game

of...

2. Here’s where you can now

buy fish – but it was once a

different animal.

Answers (current location and previous pub name): 
1. The Oxford House/Off the Beaten Track; 2: Arctic Fish Bar (The
Blue Lion); 3: Kingdom Hall (The Parrot Inn); 4: The Fox; 5. The
Railway Inn on New Street; 6: WH Smiths (The Black Boy); 7: Boots
(The Bell); 8: Thai Shire (The Royal Oak); 9: The Chequers 

5. ‘There should be a

station nearby – instead

all there is is a Sainsbury’s

store!’ mutters Santa. 


