
Aldi wins local support
Cut-price supermarket chain Aldi has been
granted permission for a new store on Chipping
Norton’s Banbury Road – at the edge of the
Town. In the lead up to the crucial Uplands
WODC planning meeting decision, the plan was
supported by all Chipping Norton District
Councillors and Mayor Mike Tysoe.  From local
people over two thirds of those who expressed
an opinion supported the scheme and with over
1,000 hits on Chippy News’s blog and 6,000
views of our Facebook page, there was great
interest in the proposal. 

Close call at meeting
At the Uplands meeting, attended by many from
Chippy, two Conservative Councillors (not from
Chipping Norton) proposed a motion to reject,
but the final close vote went 4-3 in favour.
Planning officers had recommended acceptance,
in spite of expert reports raising issues about
traffic and impact on the town centre. Will the
conditions to be imposed on opening hours,
deliveries and restricted range be enough to
allay fears of neighbours and local traders? 

Springboard for growth
Could this approval signal a step change in the
growth of the Town – alongside up to 1000
houses in the next few years?  How will this
growth affect traffic, town facilities and the town
centre? Might Sainsbury’s see this as a Trojan
horse to open the door to their own rejected
proposal?  Full report inside.
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Come and join in!
It is five years since Chipping Norton first held the
Town Festival to promote the Town and provide a
day given over to local music and a celebration of
the Town by its townspeople. This year’s Festival

will again be in the town centre on Sunday 22 June.
The Festival promises to be a lively and inexpensive day out.

• The Festival is aimed fairly and squarely at families. There will be lots of activities
for children at pocket money prices. This will include children’s rides and games,
masks and balloons, face painting and temporary tattoos, hats, candy floss, sweets
and lollipops, a play bus, a bouncy castle and much more

• Over 50 stalls, food stalls, a hog roast and all the fun we expect from a small town
country fair.

• A Children’s Fancy Dress Competition, with prizes for two categories: children up
to 7 & 7-12. Judged at 1pm at the Town Hall steps

•   Over nine hours of live music from 11am on a
specially constructed stage near to the Town Hall,
with music to suit nearly everyone. 

•   The music will be an eclectic mix consisting of
local choirs, gypsy rock, gospel folk, heavy metal,
classical guitar, blues and loads more.

For the second year running, the Rotary Club of Chipping Norton will be closely involved with the
organisation in conjunction with management committee members from the Town. Last year the
Rotary Club took over the running of the Festival to ensure its survival, building on the
achievements and organisation of the previous committee. This year it is hoped to make the Festival
even more effective and equally enjoyable for all who come along and that it will make enough
profit to benefit local charities as well as generating valuable seed money to ensure the Festival has
a continuing sound financial future.

The Festival is run solely for the benefit of
local organisations and charities and relies on
sponsorship, advertising and donations to pay
its way. MidCounties Co-op have agreed to be
a major sponsor again this year and the
organisers would like to thank them and all the
other sponsors for their continuing support and
generosity. Every single penny of net profit will be
ploughed back into the local community. Over two
thousand people enjoyed the fun last year, and it is
hoped even more can come along this year – it will
be a truly enjoyable experience.

The Organising Committee will hold a meeting at the Town Hall on Thursday 19 June 7.30pm for
all helpers, and stewards and any volunteers would be most welcome to join in.

Sunday 22 June - All day

Photos of last year’s Festival: Simon Hamilton & Don Davidson



3

LOCAL NEWS

more extra-care housing units – which are self contained

independent individual homes (with support and care

available) but not full residential care. The plan, will see the

development built alongside the new GP surgery, and existing

hospital and care home. Other land at this site is earmarked

in the last West Oxfordshire Local Plan for potential future

affordable housing. The ‘Design and Access Statement’

submitted with the plan says this is an ‘attractive and desirable

place to live’ in a ‘landscaped development of appropriate

form, scale and density’. If the ‘outline’application is passed

then a more detailed proposal may get a smoother path later.

Chipping Norton Town Council welcomed the extra-care

housing but had concerns about design and the height of the

dwellings next to the London road.

Green light for Aldi
WODC’s May Uplands Planning

Committee approved the

application by Aldi to build a cut-

price food store in Chipping

Norton after support from

across the political spectrum, but

it was a very close run thing.

Officers had recommended

approval, but an early motion

from Warwick Robinson

(Cabinet member for Planning

and Development) to refuse

permission was supported by fellow Conservative Nigel

Colston. But then the Chair asked local Chipping Norton

member Geoff Saul (Labour) to speak. He supported the

proposal and his motion to approve the application was

supported by a majority, including Elizabeth Poskitt (Liberal

Democrat), Conservatives Andrew Beany and Derek

Cotterill, with two abstentions but three, including the

Chairman of the Committee and the Cabinet member for

Planning and Development, voting against. 

Both the debate and the vote, as well as the officer’s

report, reflected the finely balanced arguments. In a

comprehensive analysis, Geoff Saul drew particular attention

to the point that Aldi would be restricted to selling a limited

range of products, so they would not be competing with the

specialist small shops, which are so important to the

character of the Town. Nor would they compete across the

board with the two established supermarkets, which offer a

much wider range. The new store would, however, be a real

benefit to low income families. He admitted that, while the

Mayormaking ceremony
Cllrs Mike Tysoe and

Chris Butterworth

were formally re-

elected and sworn in

as Mayor and Deputy

at the  Town Council’s

May Mayormaking

ceremony in the Town

Hall. In the traditional

formal ceremony –

with the Mayor’s

robes on full show,

the Mayor gave a

resume of the year,

formal nominations

and elections took

place, with votes of

thanks. The Mayor

also moved a vote of thanks to the Mayoress, Mrs Monica

Tysoe who is to continue in office. A reception was held

afterwards.

Horsefair danger – any action?
April saw another perilous incident involving a pedestrian

walking along the narrow pavement in Chipping Norton’s

Horsefair. Two way traffic, including 15+ tonne articulated

trucks rumble by and try and pass other traffic only inches

from pedestrians. A fatality a couple of years ago highlighted

the issue and this time a local woman was injured and is

recovering at home in Chipping Norton after three weeks in

the JR Hospital to treat serious back and leg injuries.

The rising tide of heavy lorries has been an official

concern for over 15 years, with the ‘pollution black box’ in

Horsefair registering illegal levels for years. The main County

action – 10 years after a report demanded a solution – was

finally to put in their long term transport plan the intent

(aspiration?) to have a compulsory weight limit, ‘declassify’ the

A44 and force the use by HGVs of an existing diversionary

route. The County say that cost and collaboration with

surrounding Counties remains an issue. Ideas for one way or

‘controlled priority flows’ for Horsefair also seemed to be

continually dismissed by the authorities. Now previously

rejected high cost ideas such as the ‘Rollright Stones’ lorry

diversion or even a bypass are being raised again.

Interestingly, the idea of 1000 more houses for Chippy

could include a substantial financial contribution towards

solving this problem – this could come up in the Local Plan

being finalised by West Oxfordshire and a refreshed County

Roads Plan later this year. Hopefully it won’t take more cost

in human life and safety before action is taken.

Rockhill Extra-care housing 
Plans have been submitted for 80 extra-care housing units and

16 further homes for the elderly up at Rockhill Farm along

the London Road next to Chipping Norton’s Henry Cornish

Care Centre. The ‘outline’ plan is being submitted by agents

Carillion Capita Symonds on behalf of applicant (and

landowner) Oxfordshire County Council. The scheme has

already seen public consultation (the News reported it last

year) and supports a County and District aim to provide

The Mayor and Mayoress pictured
with Deputy Mayor and Mayoress

after the ceremony

Artist’s impression of the proposed extra-care development
along the London Road
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site wasn’t ideal, it was the only one available, would create

jobs, and would probably prevent people travelling elsewhere

for cut-price food. It might well attract a wider range of

people to come to the Town.

Earlier Richard Holmes of the MidCounties Co-op spoke

against the application on the grounds that the out of town

centre site contravened planning policy, that there would be

more food retail space than the Town required and that there

is already plenty of competition in the Town. He also pointed

out that the site had poor accessibility, was on the opposite

side of town to the main residential area and that there would

be job losses in other retailers. In reply, Mike Tysoe, the Mayor,

spoke forcefully in favour of Aldi’s application, saying that he

was sure there was very wide support in the Town. He went

on to say that the additional homes that WODC are likely to

allocate to Chipping Norton in the next 15 years would

justify the additional retail capacity. His speech was well

received in the public gallery.

The application was approved subject to a legal

agreement requiring Aldi to construct a footpath to the X8

bus terminus at the hospital, and conditions. The precise

wording of the conditions will be finalised by planning officers

but the issues covered are expected to include restricting

hours of opening to 8am to 9pm Monday to Saturday and to

within the period 10am to 5pm on Sundays and Bank

Holidays, with no deliveries of stock to or from the store

between 11pm and 7am nightly; routing delivery vehicles to

avoid the town centre; bollarding the car park at night to

avoid anti-social behaviour; restricting equipment noise,

lighting and signage. The net retail floor-space is to be limited

to 1,006 sq m. [For comparison, the existing the existing Co-

op is 1,807 sq m and its extension will take it to 2,505 sq m.]

Most importantly for existing retailers, the permission will be

restricted to ‘limited product-line, deep-discount retailing’,

involving the sale of no more than between 1,250 and 1,500

individual product lines. 

A spokesperson for local objectors told the News they

remained anxious that their original concerns had not been

fully addressed, with too much weight being given to letters of

support. Town centre traders and also residents near the site

of the former Parker Knoll factory might also be concerned

if Sainsbury’s were to see this interpretation of policy as

paving the way for a further application by them. However,

WODC’s retail consultants advised that the extra supply of

retail floor space created by the Aldi development would

make it even more difficult for a case to be made for further

out of town centre retailing.

Councillor Geoff Saul, representing Chippy on the

Planning Committee, told the News, ‘I am optimistic that the

new store will add competition and choice for Chipping

Norton and encourage residents of surrounding villages to

use Chipping Norton as their shopping hub more than they

have done in the past. At the same time the conditions

imposed on the development should help to protect the

vitality and viability of the Town and its existing retailers.’ 

Treading the boards
Local enthusiasm for treading the boards remains undimmed.

The last two months saw successful productions by two local

amateur societies. First in April Chipping Norton Amateur

Operatic Society staged a lively production of The Pajama
Game in The Theatre This was made famous by the Doris Day

film and is now a smash hit in the West End. ‘Sizzling with hit

songs and positive energy.' That’s what the Evening Standard
said about that production but it could quite easily have

described the Chippy version!! Where CHAOS leads the

West End (of London!) can only follow! Then in May the

Nortonians Amateur Dramatic Society celebrated its first half

century with a gripping whodunnit An Anagram of Murder in

the Methodist Hall and Bradwell Village Hall to great acclaim.

‘Absolutely excellent – loved it’ wrote a local critic. Loads of

fun for both performers and audience – can’t be bad!

More costly cabs?
Taxi fares in West Oxfordshire – and therefore in Chipping

Norton – could be set to rise. A group of taxi drivers in West

Oxfordshire asked the District Council to raise the maximum

fares that they can charge for the first one-tenth of a mile

from £2 to £2.40. The application was made in April to the

licensing sub-committee, which can raise the fares if

requested by members of the trade, after consultation. One

Chipping Norton taxi driver confirmed to the News that the

WODC have agreed the increase and taxi drivers’ meters

have been changed accordingly. Prices of journeys on the

meter could therefore increase immediately although this

11am - 2pm
Saturday 21 June 

at St Mary's Primary School, The Green,

Chipping Norton

Friends of St Mary's Primary
School 

SUMMER FETE
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particularly Chippy cabbie said he usually negotiates a fixed

rate per journey for many of his customers and this rate is

unlikely to change.

Celebrating Blossom Day
Sunday 27 April was

fine and dry as lots of

folk celebrated the

Spring at Chipping

Norton’s Community

Orchard, which was

duly adorned with

lovely blossom. The

Mayor Mike Tysoe

unveiled the new

Notice Board and

praised the Year 9 students from Chippy School who had

designed and made the contents. He had praise also for the

Green Gym who maintain the Orchard and work in the green

spaces around town. Neighbouring small girls and their fellow

pupils from Kingham Primary School sold cakes they had

made, and donated the proceeds to buy raspberry canes and

gooseberry bushes for the orchard. Music by Good Intent,

generously given for free, provided a festive background to

people making wishes as they tied coloured ribbons on the

trees – green for the earth, yellow for the community and

blue or pink for themselves (an ancient Beltane custom).

Children made beautiful gardens on plates and planted seeds

in home-made pots. The refreshments reflected the occasion

with fruit crumbles and pies accompanied by mulled apple

juice; and Aaron McIntyre proudly carried home the jar of

plums having guessed the right number within: 56. The

Community Orchard is leased from the Field Reeves,

administered by the Orchard Group and maintained by the

Green Gym. The produce belongs to the community and will

be available, in season, to Pick Your Own For Free. Keep an

eye on the pages of the News from September to learn more.

Heather Leonard

Skate park plea refused
In spite of the initiative shown by a group of young people at the

Recreation Committee consultation meeting on 31 March, when

they handed over a petition signed by residents of Cotswold

Crescent in support of a skate park, it has been decided on legal

grounds that the skate park cannot be placed there. Legally there

should be a buffer zone of at least 30 metres between residential

dwellings and any development such as a skate park, and so the

Cotswold Crescent site has been ruled out as an unsuitable

location. It is likely that the skate park will be placed at the New

Street recreation ground instead (see letters page).

Send Patrick to prison!
Your local bookseller, Patrick

Neale, has been nominated to

take part in a charity auction in

which he could end up banged up

for the night. He’s in competition

to raise funds for The Howard

League for Penal Reform. The six

contenders who raise the most

money will end up in a prison cell

for the night. In response to the Government’s banning books

being sent to prisons, the book trade is holding a charity

auction to raise awareness of this policy and fight for its

reversal. The auction is being run by Pavilion Books and you

can make donations online following the link

https://www.justgiving.com/teams/anightinthecells He’s

allowed to take one book with him, so he’s chosen

Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment. It would be great to know

that Chipping Norton can sleep peacefully for the night of 19

June. So do put your hands in your pockets! 

West End Farm Inquiry set
A date has been set for the appeal into the refusal of the

planning application for 60 homes at West End Farm. The

Public Inquiry, to be conducted by a Planning Inspector, is

scheduled for 6 days starting on 14 October at WODC

Council Offices, Woodgreen, Witney. The Planning

Inspectorate told the News that the delay had been caused by

the restricted availability of senior Planning Inspectors with a

heritage specialism. But this could be good news for

objectors, firstly, because it acknowledges that heritage issues

are at the heart of the case and, secondly, because it gives

West Oxfordshire time to work on their Local Plan. This

timetable sees focussed consultation on housing sites in July

and publication of the final draft plan for a 6-week

consultation in October. 

Anyone wanting to appear at the Inquiry had to let the

Inspectorate know by 29 April. At its meeting on 28 April the

Town Council, which had objected strongly to the planning

application, discussed whether to give evidence. Employing a

consultant was ruled out on cost grounds and so the Council

agreed to send a letter reiterating West Oxfordshire’s

Glyme Hall Youth Club

ʻCome and Createʼ
For age 8-12 in term time

6.30 - 8pm Thursday Evenings

Games, activities, or chill out at Chippyʼs
new Glyme Hall in Burford Road

Volunteer helpers also wanted

Contact Yen Yang Co - 01608 645133 or
email yyy.10cn@yahoo.com 

19062014641033
HM Prisons
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reasons for refusal. They also decided to follow up the

invitation from the Campaign to Protect Rural England

(CPRE) to make joint representations. Other objectors had

included national agencies such as English Heritage and

Natural England. It is not yet known whether they will appear

in support of the District Council but they have not said they

will make their own case. Local residents can still turn up on

the day to speak or just watch proceedings. Documents can

be inspected in the Planning and Leisure Services

Department, Woodgreen.

Glyme Hall Youth Club
Come & create it! Last month’s News article sparked off

interest in Chipping Norton’s Youth Club at Glyme Hall – in

the quest for ideas, new members and volunteer helpers.

Organiser Yen Yang Co writes that the Providence House

Youth Club in London has just celebrated its 50th anniversary

and asks ‘Will Glyme Hall Youth Club also last that long?’ Well,

hopefully so, in such a thriving town as Chipping Norton. In

order to achieve that, the club is in the process of formulating

its short and long term plans. It is currently admitting children

of 8–12 years old, although younger and older member may

be considered on an individual basis. It is still open 6.30-8pm

on Thursdays during term time, but may change to an earlier

time if more younger members wanted to join. It may also

open during the holidays in the future.

A youth club, by its very nature, is best run by volunteers,

especially those skilful in the arts and crafts. Yen Yang said

‘Those of you who are interested in volunteering might not

be free during the club's opening time, but there is

tremendous amount of work to be done in the background

to make it successful. You may therefore like to join the Youth

Management Committee. You will be required to take First

Aid and Safeguarding training, and have the option to attend

other courses. A couple of us attended recently a networking

event in Oxford. It included a delicious 3-course lunch, which

was meant to be a treat for the volunteers. It was surprising

to see how young some of the volunteers were, and

reassuring to find out that we shared many common issues,

both good and bad. The speakers on Autism and ADHD

(Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) were particularly

good. Do you know the medication that is used to treat

sufferers of ADHD? It's surprisingly a stimulant, which means

caffeinated cola drinks can potentially calm a hyperactive

person!’ So come on, potential volunteers, get your skates on

or ring Yen Yang on 645133 or email yyy.10cn@yahoo.com.

Lots to do at The Lido
The season at the

Lido in Chipping

Norton has got off

to a flying start,

with a good

number of

swimmers making

the most of all the

available sessions

and enjoying the

balmy water in a real variety of spring weathers! The Café is

on hand to provide a cooling ice cream or a warming cuppa

too. If you haven’t so much as dipped a toe in the water yet,

while I accept I am biased, I really can’t emphasise enough

what a wonderful experience it is to swim in comfortably

warm water, no matter what the air temperature. If you’ve

never floated under trees, whether feeling dappled sun or

gentle raindrops on your face, then I’d dare to venture you

have yet to really live! And there really is no age limit on the

slide… To complement the swimming, Synchro is underway

and is a fun way to benefit from a great workout every

Tuesday at 7.30pm, while for those who love a swim, a splash

and ball games, Mini Polo is a must every Sunday at 6.30pm.

And there’s another reason to venture up to the top of

the Town these days. The steam room is now open during all

adult swimming sessions and, quite apart from offering a

number of health benefits, brings a bit of affordable luxury

to Chippy – where else could you stop off before or after

work to enjoy a swim and a steam for just £5.70? Finally,

there are still a few places available on the NPLQ course

scheduled to run here at The Lido, 7–12 July. Unlock your

earning potential as a Lifeguard for just £245. Contact us on

643188/ info@chippylido.co.uk for more information and/or

see www.chippylido.co.uk, Twitter (@ChippyLido) or

Facebook (ChippyLido) for further updates.

Claire Williamson

Cakes for Beer festival
On Saturday 28 June, at Charlbury Beer Festival, local

volunteers will be selling teas and cakes to raise funds for the

Lawrence Home Nursing Team. They would be very grateful

for any donations of home made cakes to make this event a

big success. To make contact, either email to

charlburymakescakes@gmail.com or call in to Chipping

Norton Post Office, and ask for Dawn or Sarah.
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Local lad dances to success
We have come to expect beautiful and

mesmerising dancing from Ballet Central but this

year’s performance on their visit to Chipping

Norton Theatre had an added frisson for many locals in

the form of young ballet dancer Hugo Brown from

Hook Norton. Having originally trained at the Jill

Stew School of Dance in Witney he was

accepted as a junior associate at the

Royal Ballet School when he was just eight years old.

During his time with them he was chosen to

perform in Sleeping Beauty, Ondine and Cinderella. He

left after five years to take up a place at the Central

School of Ballet with whom he is currently touring. ‘We

tour the world which gives you that bit of extra

experience and it’s fun’ Hugo says. ‘There’s less of a stigma

on TV and Matthew Bourne’s all-male Swan Lake.’ 

Hugo’s Grandmother Chippy resident Brenda Morris is

understandably proud and makes frequent trips to see

Hugo perform. She told the News, ‘They’re a very talented

family – two of Hugo’s siblings are also dancers.’ Hugo is

aiming high with his ambition to join Matthew Bourne’s

company. Judging by his performance at the Theatre on 1

May I see no reason why he shouldn’t fulfil his dream.

Alison Huitt 

Chipping Norton’s food bank
Around ten food parcels are being handed out each week in

Chipping Norton and the number of people using this facility

continues to increase. The Food Bank is open on Tuesday

mornings and is found in the Upper Town Hall with the

toddler group, Stay and Play from 10.30 to 12 noon. The Bank

is a vital life line for many local families and individuals of all

ages in times of hardship. Started in April 2010, Chipping

Norton Food Bank is an independent project initiated by the

churches working together in Kidlington, Woodstock,

Charlbury and Chipping Norton. 

People have to be referred and have a yellow voucher.

They are usually referred by one of the social services, such

as a health visitors, the Ace Centre, Probation Services or the

CAB, which also holds emergency parcels. If there are any

other agencies that do not have yellow vouchers, please

contact Joyce Rice who runs the service in Chipping Norton

on 07565 578689 – she is very keen to make sure those in

need have access to the bank. Joyce said, ‘Although generally

our welfare service is good, there are gaping holes in the net

that many fall thorough. These are usually people trying to do

the right thing, but get left waiting and desperate.’ She went

on to say that people in Chipping Norton are very good

about donating food items. These can be left at Highlands in

the entrance hall where they are regularly picked up, St Mary’s

Church and the Methodist Church. The project offers short-

term emergency help to residents in Chipping Norton and

surrounding villages by providing up to three weekly non-

perishable food parcels. 

Christine’s Angels 
We would like to say a huge

thank you to all those who

donated prizes, money & help

with our Bingo & Raffle on 3

May. We finished the 20 Mile

Pink Ribbon Walk at Blenheim

on 10 May, in 5 hours & 55

minutes. So far we have raised

a massive £3,147.29 for

research into breast cancer in

memory of my mother

Christine Hicks. Here are all

the ‘Angels’ pictured on the

day of the walk.

Karen Day

World War 1 remembered
In preparation for our forthcoming World War I feature in the

summer edition of Chipping Norton News, we would greatly

welcome readers' contributions. We are looking for stories

around the time leading up to and including the outbreak of

the First World War in and around Chippy – anecdotes,

memories passed down through the generations, photographs

and so on. Please contact us on chippymail@aol.com before

13 June. Thanks on behalf of the News team. 

NHS forum in Chippy
A public meeting organised by the NHS will be held in

Chipping Norton Town Hall on Wednesday 18 June. This

meeting, the first in a series, will discuss the future of services

for the elderly, in particular the issue of dementia and mental

health. The meeting is being organised by the North

Oxfordshire Locality Forum, chaired by Anita Higham. She

hopes the meeting will attract a mix of patients, family

members, carers and people with an interest in the growing

issue of mental health and dementia in the elderly. The choice

of subject for this meeting was prompted by the

announcement by Oxford Health Trust that it is to close the

17 in-patient beds at the Fiennes Unit on the Horton General

Hospital campus. The meeting will also cover the new and

developing structure of the NHS and provide an opportunity

to question the health commissioners on their view of the

priorities in this area. The OCCG has recently announced a

public consultation on eligibility criteria for non-urgent

patient transport. No doubt, questions will be asked on that

attached to ballet for boys now, thanks to all the dancing
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given the difficulty of reaching the major hospitals from

Chipping Norton. The meeting will run from 7.30–9pm, with

tea and coffee available from 7.15pm.

£2000 facelift for portrait 
Chipping Norton Town Council have agreed to spend £2000

on a much-needed facelift for one of its Town Hall portrait oil

paintings – of Victorian Town Clerk and Mayor Thomas Mace.

Deputy Mayor Chris Butterworth acknowledged the cost but

stressed the importance of the portrait. The work will be

done by Picture Conservation and Restoration Studios of

Oxford. Other pictures may need similar treatment.

Twin Town Challengers
The Twin Town

Challenge left Witney

for Le Touquet via the

racing circuits of

Brands Hatch and Le

Mans this latest Bank

Holiday weekend, 23-

26 May. Sixty teams

raced the 1,000 miles

in a car of £500 value

or less. There was a

very local connection

this year because

Stuart Edwards, who

lives in Chipping Norton with his wife Lisa, took part in the

race with his team, the Sylva Arrows. They raced in aid of the

charity Special Effect, which helps children with disabilities

enjoy games and other activities. It was the first time that

Stuart and his Cornbury Park-based design and build

company, Sylva, had taken part in such a big event, and they

were looking forward to it. Wychwood Brewery, one of the

sponsors of the race, produced a limited edition bottled beer

to mark the occasion. Bottles were signed by Jeremy

Clarkson, Jonathan Ross, Ant & Dec, Amanda Holden and

David Cameron and were sold on eBay to raise money for the

event. You can still donate to Special Effect via :

http://www.specialeffect.org.uk/team/sylva-arrows.

Meet up at Chatterbox
Age UK’s ‘Chatterbox’ initiative for the over-50s meets every

week on Thursday mornings, 10am-12 noon, in the Lower

Town Hall. Squash, tea, coffee and cake are available, with

proceeds going to Highlands. There’s also a new monthly

drop-in Information Point as part of Chatterbox, which is held

at the Town Hall on the last Thursday of every month, 10.30-

11.30am. It offers an opportunity to turn up and talk to

someone about any problems, big or small. The next

Information Point is on 29 May, with the one next month on

26 June. Please ring Joan to find out more (07827 235453), or

just pop in on Thursday morning.

Late Spring support group
The Chipping Norton ‘Late Spring Support Group’ meets

every second and fourth Friday of the month, 10am–12 noon

in ‘the Front Room’, at Highlands Day Centre on the Burford

Road. ‘Late Spring’ is a support group which offers comfort

and understanding for those over 50 who have lost loved

ones. For more information please ring Joan on 07827 235453

or phone 01235 849427, or visit the website

www.latespring.org.uk.

ChippyBiz Meetup
After Experience

Chipping Norton’s

successful May

networking meeting

at the new Albion

Gallery the team

have organised

another for June at

Knead A Therapy, 18

New St on 4 June 6-8

pm. The drinks

evening will be

hosted by well

known local businessman Nick Faulkner in his new business

surrounds. So please do come and join ECN for drinks,

nibbles and a evening of relaxed business networking. The

ECN meetings are free to attend and open to all Chippy

businesses. ECN membership is free – until at least April

2015! There is also a raffle with some fantastic prizes (kindly

donated by some of the members) so please bring along your

business cards for a chance to win! If you're interested in

attending on the 4th or would like information on getting

more involved with ECN then please email

info@experiencechippingnorton.com. ECN also told the

News they raised £305.00 for the Mayor’s Charities from their

2013 Christmas Shopping Day Event.

Revised bus services
Following a review by Oxfordshire County Council of bus

services in and around Chipping Norton, the following

changes have been announced. Good news is that the 233

(Witney – Burford – Wychwoods: Mon-Sat only) will be

extended to Chipping Norton and the X8 Kingham Railbus

will have an earlier journey to the Health Centre/Hospital.

The less good news is that the 233 will no longer run on

Sunday, the 811 Saturday service from Chippy to Cheltenham

has morning service withdrawn, and the X9 Chipping Norton

Hitchmans Mews, 2 West Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AA
01608 643139

Wonderful in-salon treatments and a full range of
REDKEN and PUREOLOGY home hair products

For more information, opening times, special offers etc. please find
us on Facebook or visit our website www.rjhair.com

We are a REDKEN and
PUREOLOGY Salon

offering Fantastic Cuts
and Amazing Colours
including the stunning

new CHROMATICS
ammonia-free colours

Please like our page

Stuart Edwards with Amanda Holden
and her signed bottle of beer.
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– Witney Friday and Saturday evening service is

withdrawn.These new contracts start on 1 June so please

check the new timetables.

Computing for the over 60s
Join the Silver Surfers!! Age Concern Chipping Norton will be

starting computer lessons for the over 60s beginners in

September, at Highlands Day Centre. If you have been on

previous courses with us and would like to come along,

especially if you have your own laptop, you are also welcome.

If you are interested telephone Jane on 643458.

Photographer’s book launch
‘An amazing woman with

an amazing life and

career’ launched her new

book Just One More, A
Photographer’s Memoir to

an excited audience at

Jaffé & Neale in May. Since

starting her career in

1975, Gemma Levine has

published 20 books of

photography and is

famous for her black and

white photographs,

particularly portraits of the famous. She has lived in Chippy

for 20 years. ‘It’s a beautiful book,’ said Polly Jaffé. ‘Gemma has

a way of becoming friends with her subjects.’ A percentage of

the book’s proceeds go to Hope for Tomorrow; a charity

which provides mobile chemotherapy units. Its Chair, Lord

MacLaurin, was there to introduce the charity which hopes to

open its seventh unit next week and to welcome Gemma.

Gemma described the ‘immense joy’, of writing her memoir,

which was interrupted by cancer, and her previous book

about that experience Go With the Flow. She explained how

her career got started after working with Henry Moore. ‘He

taught me how to photograph light and shade, dimension and

I went on from landscapes to faces.’

It is her portraits for which she is best known and there

are wonderful photographs of Henry Moore at work, as well

as unguarded shots of Princess Diana, the Goons, Ernie Wise,

Michael Grade, Joan Collins and Anthony Hopkins, among

many others, as well as some lovely unposed shots of Gemma

herself. She is a compelling storyteller and used ten years of

diaries of her time in Israel to describe this part of her life

along with some arresting photographs. She captures her

subjects beautifully, and her book is insightful and fascinating.

Gracefully, she acknowledges her subjects: ‘I have learned such

a lot from photographing different people from all walks of

life.’

Methodist Singers’ concert
Chipping Norton Methodist Church Singing Group is holding

a concert on Saturday 7 June at 7pm at the Church in West

Street. All are very welcome to join us in this celebration of

singing. Entrance is free but there will be a retiring collection.

Martin Hannan

U3A thriving in Chippy
Are you retired or

looking for new

interests? Did you

know there is a club

based in Chippy that

provides all sorts of

activities and

interest groups for

active retired

people? Rather

misleadingly it is

called the

University of the

Third Age – or

U3A! There are

currently 17

interest groups ranging from walking, bowls, table tennis and

yoga to bridge and crafts, from play-reading and a book group,

discussing science, architecture and travel, to listening to jazz

and classical music. If any of these groups are full, you can go

on the waiting list. Usually we meet in each other’s homes in

the afternoon and sessions are led by members – so there is

no charge apart from a modest annual subscription. For

groups such as bowls and table tennis, there is a small charge

to cover the cost of hiring the venue. Members are pictured

checking the map on a recent walk!

On the first Wednesday of the month there is a general

meeting in the Methodist Hall with a speaker. The next is on

4 June at 2.30pm, when Marion Ackrill will be speaking on

‘Making a Living as a Flautist’ and on 2 July a medic will be

speaking on ‘Public understanding of Science’. Why the name

U3A? Because the idea was developed in France where they

are probably more intellectual than us! But here it provides a

friendly network of lively people in the locality. All retirees are

very welcome. Enquiries to Barbara Walters, email

barbaral.walters@virgin.net, tel 643750.

Jenny Harrington

Superfast Broadband nearer?
West Oxfordshire District Council’s Cabinet has agreed to

back locally-based independent service provider Cotswolds

Broadband in a bid to secure superfast broadband for as many

residents and businesses as possible across rural West

Oxfordshire. A countywide project is already under way to

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

We specialise in weddings, christenings, birthdays & anniversaries
Whatever the occasion or celebration, we provide

everything you need to to make your day extra special

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
hello@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset
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provide 90% coverage in Oxfordshire and the Cabinet had a

choice as to whether to invest in this to achieve 95%

coverage, or to use its funds to strive towards gaining 100%

coverage. Members agreed that the Council should work

independently and invest, subject to appropriate safeguards,

£1.6m as a loan to support Cotswolds Broadband in

delivering the final 10% not covered by the existing County

project (around 2,000 properties).

Golf club marquee in action 

Time for a Ball? As reported last month Chipping Norton’s

Cotswold Golf Club now has its grand marquee up and in

action ready

for weddings,

parties and

even your own

Summer Ball.

New owner

and club

member Wiji

Wijesuriya told

the News that

their first event

– a Wedding

Fayre – went

well and the

marquee, built as an extension to the clubhouse, looked

brilliant. Wiji said any Chipping Norton News readers can get

an 8% discount and use of the venue free if they book their

whole wedding reception there this year. Also, Wiji would be

delighted to have local charities use the facility at a really low

price to try it out. He even wondered if the Chippy News

team would like to hold a Ball there...??? Anyone interested

can call Wiji on 077747 03807. 

Chippy shop updates
Soda Delicatessen and Cookshop – Sonya Kidney is in

the fourth year of a 15-year lease running Soda at the shop in

Middle Row. The large board outside shows there will be a

change of the building’s owner but the News understands she

is not affected. She is a chef as well as the owner of the

delicatessen business and is always very happy to give advice

and tasters to customers buying her cheeses and suggestions

on how to cook the products she sells. You can also read her

cookery advice on www.theguardian.com/profile/sonya-

kidney.

Rosie B moves on –This shop in Horsefair closed in Chippy

last month and is relocating to Stow-on-the-Wold at 3

Digbeth Court, Digbeth Street (opposite The Crock

cookshop) later this month. The News has been told the new

shop will sell the same eclectic mix of items, but with room

for more linen, which is a popular line.

350 new trees for Commons
A group of Chipping Norton volunteers has been awarded a

grant to plant 350 trees on the triangle of land between

Worcester Road,

Station Road and

Travis Perkins. This

land is part of the

Chipping Norton

Regulated Pasture,

usually referred to

as the Commons.

The land was

formerly used for

grazing donkeys,

but after the

donkeys died from being overfed by passers by, it fell into

disuse and became completely overgrown with brambles and

other weeds. These have been cleared by volunteers from the

Chipping Norton Green Gym, with the agreement of the

landowners. The main long-term aim is to provide wood for

fuel, but also to create an area of woodland in the Town for

people to enjoy. The firewood will be harvested by pollarding.

This is a traditional process in which the upper part of each

tree is cut down every 15 to 20 years, so that it can be used

for firewood. The tree then regrows. The process can

continue indefinitely. Real renewable local energy. The

majority of the trees will be hazel and willow, both fast-

growing species, but oak, hornbeam, lime, birch, maple and

alder will also be included.

Alpha at St Mary’s Church
‘This surely is the church as it was meant to be . . . these are

the days before it ever became fat and short of breath

through prosperity or muscle-bound by over-organisation’. So

wrote J B Phillips, having paraphrased the Book of the Acts of

the Apostles in the New Testament into modern English, and

our themes at St Mary’s for the next few weeks will be from

Acts. How were the lives of ordinary people so transformed

at that time; and how still today? Phillips’ Preface in my copy

is heavily underscored at many points for we are taken to the

heart of authentic early Christianity. For anyone enquiring

into the Christian faith from whatever background or past
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experience, our ‘Alpha’ course is now running and you will be

made most welcome. A meal is followed by a short talk and

an opportunity to ask questions. Details of this and archives

of recent sermons on our website – stmaryscnorton.com.

Gerald Forse

Salon2 celebrates 10 years
The fizz was flowing

in Salon2 hair salon

recently as they

celebrated 10 years

in Hook Norton.

Clients like Sheila

from Cambridge

(pictured), who

booked her first

appointment when

she was visiting

Hook Norton in the

first week of the

salon opening and

has been coming

back every six

weeks since, were

treated to chocolate

cake and bubbly at the celebrations. The event was the salon’s

way of thanking all of their clients for their support and good

wishes throughout the years. To contact Salon2, please phone

737073 or e-mail enquiries@salon2.co.uk

Screen by the Green 
Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall are showing Philomena at

7.30pm on Saturday 14 June. Based on a true story, Philomena

is the tale of a mother’s long search for her lost son. Falling

pregnant as a teenager in Ireland in 1952, Philomena, played by

Judi Dench, was sent to a convent to be looked after as a

‘fallen woman’. When her child was only a toddler he was sold

by the nuns and whisked away to America for adoption.

Philomena spent the next 50 years looking for him in vain.

Together with the journalist Martin Sixsmith (played by Steve

Coogan) they set off on a journey that would reveal the

extraordinary journey of Philomena’s son. The film tells a

heartbreaking and compelling story. It is told with humour

and laughter and is profoundly moving but is never mawkish.

All films, £4.50 pay on the door. For more information and to

book ring 659903 or email churchillmovies@btinternet.com

Charity Garden Party
On Sunday 6 July, John and Liz Atkins are opening their garden

at 36 New Street on behalf of Teenage Cancer Trust. From

3pm there will be music and entertainment in the garden

which you can enjoy with cakes and a glass or two of bubbly

and soft drinks for the children. Tickets are £7.50 to include

the first glass of fizz (under 18’s free) and are available by

phoning 645511. Do please come along and enjoy the garden

and the fun and help to support this very worthwhile charit

Ruby for Ron and Shirl
Every May – at least for

the last 13 years since

the current Chipping
Norton News team has

been running – there is

usually a little

announcement placed to

mark a wedding

anniversary with a poem

from Shirl to Ron and

one in return from Ron

to Shirl! This year the

News was given a special

invitation to go to the

Crown & Cushion on

17 May to celebrate

their special Ruby (40th)

anniversary. Ron and

Shirley Peacock famously ended their honeymoon 40 years

ago entering a charity pub crawl on their hands and knees to

raise money for Guide Dogs for the Blind. This year (as at

their 30th) they did not want any presents but asked friends to

donate to the Lawrence Team, Meningitis and Cancer

Research - raising a total of £400. Over 50 friends and family

members joined the couple for buffet and dancing to a band.

They cut a giant celebration cake made by Nash’s Bakery. Ron,

who grew up with his family in Yarnton, first saw Shirl from

Chippy in 1968 and said ‘I’ll marry her one day’. She stood him

up on the first date but he tried again and the rest is history.

Their secret of a long lasting marriage – ‘share everything and

go everywhere together’. Congratulations from all.

Neighbourhood Plan event
The draft Chipping Norton Neighbourhood Plan is to be

discussed at an invitation-only workshop for statutory

consultees in late June. Invitations have been sent to

organisations such as Oxfordshire County Council, English

Heritage, the Environment Agency, Cotswold AONB, Natural

England and local housing associations Cottsway and

Sovereign. An expert from Planning Aid, an offshoot of the

Royal Town Planning Institute given Government funding to

advise on Neighbourhood Plans, will help facilitate the

workshop. The aim is to ensure that the policies in Chipping

Norton’s Plan are robust, viable and conform with WODC

Draft Local Plan, ensuring its readiness for public consultation

Salon owner Sandra Fathers with
regular customer Sheila 

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Join us for Circus Antics with 
Nell Gifford 

on Friday 6th June at 11am
Join us for an evening with 

Mark Forsyth 
on Tuesday 1st July
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bacon sandwiches to start. Matches will finish by 6pm,

followed by buffet supper and prize giving. Please call 01295

811059 to book. This annual event has raised over £16,500 for

Katharine House to date!

Open gardens at Ascott

Cakes, bottles, plants and cans please! Arrangements are all

in place for a major ‘invasion’ of garden lovers expected to

support the joint Rotary and Air Ambulance Open Gardens

from 2–5pm in Ascott Under Wychwood on Sunday 22 June.

Entrance is £4 for all the gardens and there is free parking,

compliments of Phil Pratley and Wychwood Manor. Villager

buses will shuttle around the village. Air Ambulance runs over

60 similar events throughout Berks, Bucks and Oxfordshire

and has distributed 40,000 brochures of their 2014

catalogue. There will be lots of local publicity and signs so, as

long as it is a sunny day, it is hoped that £3-£4,000 will be

raised for such a good cause, especially to all of us who live

in such a beautiful but remote area. What we need please is

cake contributions and any bottles/cans you feel able to give

for the Tombola. Call Iain Lyon (01993 830599) for the

tombola or bring along before 1pm on the day or leave at the

Village Shop. There have been many offers for plants to be

sold and this is much appreciated. Please could you label (and

price) them and deliver on the day to any of the gardens

open. If you can bake a cake please call Paul Jackson 01993

later in the year and essential if the Plan is to pass

examination before its official adoption. The Steering Group

has secured a £4,800 grant from Locality, a nationwide

network for community-led organisations, to contribute

towards Plan preparation, printing and distribution, thereby

reducing the Town Council’s budgetary input. A full plan

should be out for public consultation after the Summer.

Kingham School Fete
The star raffle

prize at this year’s

Kingham School

fete is a

Supersports Jun-

ior Pedal Car

worth £3,000

donated by the

Morgan Motor

Company. The

Raffle will be

drawn at the

School’s Summer

Fete on Saturday

28 June, to

celebrate the 10th anniversary of the building of the School’s

hall. Raffle money raised will go to paying for new staging and

other items to improve the performing arts department at

the School. Raffle tickets are available from the Kingham

Stores, Cotswold Art Supplies in Stow-on-the-Wold, the

Cotswolds Newsagents in Chipping Norton and from the

Morgan Motor Company at Malvern Link and cost just £1

each. 

Katharine House update
Blue Boar Quiz 1 June Why not sign up at the last minute

for the Big Music Quiz in Chippy Sunday 1 June 8pm in the

Blue Boar – teams of 4, £20 per team including fish & chip

supper. Something for everyone – audio rounds include 60s,

70s, punk, rock, classical, film themes etc. Contact Tim Busby

07802 766994 asap to register your team!

Festival of Open Gardens continues throughout June with

several supporters opening their gardens to the public. From

tiny cottage gardens to large landscaped ones, each has its

own charm; why not go along and see for yourself? Sunday 1

June, 2–5pm, Katharine House Hospice (East End, Adderbury),

£2.50 entrance. Saturday 7 June, 2–6pm Bloxham Open

Garden. Sunday 8 June, 2–6pm Farthinghoe Open Gardens.

Sunday 22 June, 2–5pm, Wildwood, Southam Road,

Farnborough. Sunday 29 June, 2–6pm, Hill Grounds, Evenley.

Sunday 6 July, 2–5pm, Broughton Castle.

2014 Midnight Walk – Volunteers are still needed to help

on the night – all night or whatever period you wish between

10pm on Saturday 14 June and 5am on Sunday 15 June. It’s a

great atmosphere and your support really helps with the

smooth running of the event. Anyone interested in helping

should contact Sheila Norton on 01295 812161 or

sheila.norton@khh.org.uk. 

The 10th Adderbury Charity Golf Day – 1–6pm, Friday 4

July, Banbury Golf Club, Aynho Road, Adderbury. Entry fee £35

per player, Two Ball Better Ball competition and coffee and

HOWES & CO
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park,
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

Tel: 01608 642570 Email: advice@astral-lbh.co.uk
Web: www.astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups
VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping
Accounts 

Self Assessment & Personal Tax
iXBRL Reporting & Corporation Tax

Business Consultancy & Planning

Member 
of the
ACCA

Advising clients
in Chipping Norton

for 30 years

Wychwood Manor House Gardens not normally open to
the public
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831967 – it will be much appreciated. If you have time to

help, especially with serving the teas, etc which will now be

at Wychwood Manor then please call Paul Jackson.

Paul Jackson

Summer Garden Party
Friends of St Mary’s Parish Church are holding their Summer

Garden Party on Saturday 12 July 2014 from 12 noon–4pm at

The Old Vicarage, Church Street, Chipping Norton. Come and

join the fun! Children’s fancy dress (superheroes). Lots of

games and stalls: cake, garden, craft, bric-a-brac. Tombola and

Raffle. Barbeque and cream teas. Look forward to seeing you

there!

Millionth move

Moving house is an exciting time, but for one Chipping

Norton family, the experience took a surprise turn when they

found out they were landmark millionth customers of

Robinson’s the removal firm based in Abingdon. Philippa and

Simon Worne had booked their move with the firm from

Chippy to Great Missenden several weeks before, however, it

wasn’t until the morning of their move that they discovered

they were the millionth customer since Robinson’s founding

in 1895. Robinson’s staff celebrated by laying on party poppers

and balloons – not to mention providing the £2,500 move for

free! Philippa said, ‘It was a fantastic surprise. We really

couldn’t believe it, and Robinson’s have been great to deal

with throughout the entire moving process.’ The Worne family

were put on to Robinson’s by Charlbury-based Wychwoods

Estate Agents. 

All change at White House 
In order to improve its service, Chipping Norton’s White

House surgery will be changing over their clinical computer

systems on 3 July. It is likely that there may be disruption to

the surgery schedule a few days prior to and after the

change. Please bear with us during this very busy period

which we hope will go smoothly and without too much

inconvenience to our patients. 

Tony Love – White House Surgery

Mainly for Mums
The Mainly for Mums Table Top Sale in aid of Sunshine

Cat Rescue which was schedulled for Saturday 5 July in

Chipping Norton Town Hall has unfortunately had to

be cancelled.

New Chippy railway book
From the time when

every small boy wanted

to grow up to be an

engine driver to the

present discussions

about the High Speed

Railway, and for today’s

commuters who travel

via Charlbury or

Kingham, the railway

holds an important place

in our town. For

everyone fascinated by

the Age of Steam or

simply interested in the

Town’s history and the

lives of its people, a new

book available at the Museum is an absolute delight. Chipping

Norton Railway, a slim volume by Alan Watkins and Brenda

Morris, describes Chipping Norton’s place in the construction

of the Cheltenham to Banbury Great Western Railway branch

line. There are fascinating snippets and real treasures of

photographs, including a queue of elephants boarding the

train, the unloading of an aeroplane in 1913 and some great

shots of the Town, the station, railway workers and townsfolk.

The book is scattered with memories and anecdotes that

bring history alive and provide a colourful insight into life

alongside the railway for over a hundred years. As well as at

the Museum, the book is available in e-book format.

Domiciliary Care Agency
At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,

we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can

mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to

help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to

complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are

committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please call:

01608 648656                                

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

email: info@carecc.co.uk 

or visit our website: www.carecc.co.uk

CQC Registered
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Adlestrop poem centenary
It is 100 years since

poet Edward Thomas

was inspired to write a

poem having passed

Adlestrop station on a

train. That moment

will be celebrated on

Tuesday 24 June when

a special train will

leave Oxford and stop near the old site. There will be a

poetry reading on the train being organised by the Cotswold

Line Promotion Group – see www.clpg.org.uk or call 01386

701528 for more details. Adlestrop residents have also

organised a poetry competition with a £400 first prize and PJ

Cavanagh will judge the winner on 24 June. At the villages

annual open day on Sunday 15 June, actor Robert Hardy will

read Adlestrop at the bus shelter (with the sign!) in the village.

Adlestrop station, a lost gem of Edwardian railway

architecture, was closed in 1966, under the Beeching

programme of cuts.

Lively month at Library
What a great time was had in the Library during the recent

Chipping Norton Literary Festival. We began on the Thursday

by inviting the local Beaver pack to come along and meet local

children’s illustrator, Sue Heap, who was absolutely brilliant

with them. On Saturday afternoon the Fairy Tale Hairdresser

(Abbie Longstaff) met about two dozen children, most of

whom were dressed in costume and shared a fairytale tea

party. But the highlight

of the weekend was a

visit from Peter Rabbit

on the Sunday morning

when the library was

packed to watch a highly

amusing puppet show of

this great character and

the many little animals

that Beatrix Potter

created so many years

ago. On Sunday

afternoon we listened to

Gwyn Fford-Osborne

talk about one of his

passions – Ivor Novello.

What a treat, and to

have it accompanied by

musical snippets was a

real bonus. Many thanks to him and his accompanist, Ruth, for

sharing their wealth of knowledge with us. Now we look

forward to the wonderful Summer Reading Challenge which

starts in July – for both children and adults this year! This

year our theme will be Mythical Maze – watch this space for

more info next month.

Judith Bucknall – Library Manager

Police and Crime update
This month’s update is given by PC Mick Anderton and local

press.

Garden and garage security Police warn about increased

burglaries from unlocked sheds and garages. They are

requesting any information on the burglary at a garage in

Bruern overnight on 20 April, when tools were stolen, and

the attempted burglary at a garage overnight on 22 April on

Marlborough Road, Chipping Norton. The garage had its

lock forced but nothing was taken.

Tyre slashing Four cars had their tyres slashed in Church

Street, Charlbury. It is understood that a local person is

committing these crimes and targeting cars in the area,

believing them to belong to commuters or non-residents.

Tell the police if you know anything.

Chippy speeders caught Speed cameras are catching

50% more culprits in Oxfordshire compared with five years

ago. 6,328 drivers have been caught by the Worcester Road

camera in Chipping Norton since 2009 making it the 5th

highest in the County.

Scheme to protect the vulnerable West Oxfordshire

residents are being encouraged to identify vulnerable and

elderly neighbours in their community as part of a scheme

set up to offer extra reassurance. Neighbourhood officers

will be visiting vulnerable residents to introduce

themselves. There are also packs with home security

leaflets, ‘no cold call’ stickers, purse bells, Nominate

Neighbour cards and Lions ‘message in a bottle’. Telephone

101 to join the scheme, and ask for the Chipping Norton

neighbourhood police team.

Have Your Say meetings – next local street meetings

are Wednesday 4 June, 12noon–1pm in Chipping Norton

and Friday 20 June, 5.30–6.30pm in Ascott under

Wychwood.

Peter Rabbit charmed adults and
children alike during a ChipLitFest

visit
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Ralph Mann
Ralph Mann was born in Hampstead, London in 1927, and

grew up near Leatherhead in Surrey. He attended local

schools and in 1945 he was conscripted into the Royal Navy

where he worked in the wages department. As a result he was

always proud of his ability to add up figures quicker than

anyone using a calculator. From 1948-52 he was at Brasenose

College, Oxford, where he obtained a BA in Modern History

and a diploma in Education. His qualification was actually an

MA which he would point out is available to any Oxford

graduate who pays the appropriate fee!

After leaving college he taught at a prep school in

Broadstairs and at Manchester Central Grammar School. He

then moved out to Barbados, a difficult trip in those days

either by boat or multiple aeroplane journeys. He taught at

Harrison College, Bridgetown. Eventually, after contracting an

eye infection while caving, he had to return to the UK where

he obtained a job as a curator and school liaison officer at

Bristol City Museum. It was while living in Bristol that he met

and married Elizabeth in 1960. They moved to a remote part

of Sierra Leone where they worked at a teacher training

college and their son John was born there in 1962.

Due to political changes in Sierra Leone following

independence, they had to return to the UK in 1963. It was

difficult applying for jobs in the UK while in Africa but Ralph

was offered an interview by the Warden of Kingham Hill

School who had himself worked in Africa. Ralph and Elizabeth

were responsible for running Durham House which housed

30 boys and it was during their time there that their daughter

Ruth was born in 1965. Ralph became interested in local

history and in particular the history of Kingham, publishing

several articles. In 1967 he became a founder member of the

Chipping Norton Local History Society and in 1973, accepted

the post of Head of History at Chipping Norton

Comprehensive School. This was where, a year later, Ralph

was made aware of a 1763 letter to the Royal Society from

Rev Edward Stone of Chipping Norton who claimed to have

revealed the medicinal power of willow bark, which finally

resulted, some 130 years later, in the marketing of aspirin by

Bayer. So Ralph decided to undertake a history/science

project with some of his pupils – he recounted how, ‘a group

of fourth-formers followed Edward Stone’s directions and

stripped bark off young willow branches, dried it for three

weeks, pulverised it with pestle and mortar, and fed the

resulting powder to unsuspecting parents on Speech Day’.

Ralph was delighted to join the Lord Lieutenant of

Oxfordshire who unveiled a Blue Plaque to mark Edward

Stone’s connection with the Town in 2003.

Ralph took early retirement in 1982 and, after ordination,

took up his second career in the Church of England as

travelling secretary for an Anglican missionary society and

later as priest-in-charge of several nearby Gloucestershire

villages. A second retirement took place in 1997, but this did

not mean a relaxing time for Ralph, as he became Priest-in-

charge of Upton St Leonard’s, Gloucester, a local ecumenical

partnership. Returning to live in Hook Norton, with his wife

Elizabeth, in 2000 after his third ‘retirement’, Ralph became a

member of the Ministry Team for the parish of Chipping

Norton and also on the circuit plan for Chipping Norton

Methodists. He continued his involvement in local and family

history by acting as assistant Archivist for the Chipping Norton

Museum and by his membership of various groups and

societies, where his enormous local knowledge was invaluable.

Ralph was a well known and loved figure around the Town

and nearby villages and those who heard his fascinating and

very amusing talks, were always impressed by his enthusiasm

and love for his chosen subjects of history and the church, and

anything and everything connected with them. Local historian

Jan Cliffe adds, ‘Ralph was a valued member of the Chipping

Norton Historical Research Group from its foundation in

2002. His colleagues will greatly miss his expertise and his

generosity in sharing his own research; he was always so

encouraging and supportive.’

With thanks for information supplied by Ralph’s family and a
profile written by Jan Cliffe in the November 2003 edition of the
Chipping Norton News.

Ray Mitchell
Many readers will remember Mrs Ray Mitchell who passed

away in April. Mrs Mitchell, wife of the former Borough

Engineer, John Mitchell, worked in the Town Clerk’s office for

many years. The Mitchells moved away from Chipping Norton

some years ago to live in Cringleford near Norwich.

John Grantham

FAREWELL OLD FRIENDS

Ralph Mann (left) with the Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire at
the unveiling of the Edward Stone plaque in 2003

Dyakowski Gafford 
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Mini Rugby’s Twickenham triumph
The rugby season ended on a huge high for the Chipping

Norton Under 8s. Fresh from a successful Oxfordshire

Festival, the end of the season brought one last tournament

opportunity on 19 April, courtesy of our affiliated Premiership

club, London Wasps.

The Stinger Tag Rugby Cup, held across the road from

Twickenham, offered a very special opportunity for the

winning teams – they would play final demonstration matches

on the Twickenham pitch at half-time in the London Wasps v

Gloucester Premiership fixture. We’d been here before, last

year as U7s we played hard and enjoyed the day but were

ultimately outclassed by some really good teams. So had

another year made a difference?

As the finals neared tensions were high amongst the

coaches and parents, normally a calm and collected bunch, the

realisation that we might go all the way got the better of

pretty much all of us! The U8s – well they just got their heads

down, defended like demons and scored try after try. As the

pool results came in two of our three teams had made it to

the finals, which they duly won. Now they would run out at

Twickenham – the dream was real!

At half-time our players assembled in the tunnel: it was a

very special moment when they emerged onto the hallowed

turf in front of 40,000 people to play a final match. A proud

day for Chippy rugby and a thoroughly deserved and

unforgettable end to the season for all the players.

Graeme Williamson

A Belting Success
All 4-11 year old members of Combined Self Defence’s Junior

TAGB Tae Kwon Do program recently undertook and passed

their Junior Gradings. Students had to perform a series of

Blocks, Kicks, Striking Techniques, Jumps and a Terminology

Test to be eligible to receive their next grade.  Students have

worked very hard for the last couple of months to prepare

for the Test and they all did very well.

Students train on Monday night at Carterton Gateway

Primary School, Wednesday night at Chipping Norton Leisure

Centre, Thursday night at Stow on the Wold Primary School

and Friday night at Fairford Farmors School. Anyone wishing

to enquire about our free training can go to

www.CombinedSelfDefence.com and fill in a free training

form or call the instructor Lee on 07977 560086

Lee Chapman

Cricket Club 
We are celebrating with former president, John Hunt, who 65

years ago had his first full season for CNDCC. Before this he

was the Club’s official scorer, taking his kit every week just in

case someone did not turn up. He is still one of the only

players to have ever taken ten wickets in one game. He was

part of the committee who brought the first practice wicket

to the club in 1958 pictured above.

Recent Form:
1st XI: Played one, won one.

Scores: B Millard 29, S Evans 26, M Usher 22

Wkts: M Elliott 3-27, J McGeown 2-24, M Molyneux 2-25,

M Jarvis 1-13, T Swainston 1-29

2nd XI: Played one, lost one.  

Scores: D Stafford 49, M Grantham 45, R Warner-Carter 32

Wkts: D Molyneux 4-40, R Warner-Carter 2-13, A Tompkins

2-42

Sunday XI: Played two, won one, lost one.

Scores: S Evans 64, M Tompkins 63*, R Warner-Carter 46

Wkts: R Yapp 2-0, R Warner-Carter 2-4, A Tompkins 2-10, P

Bartlett 1-4, M Jarvis 1-4, J King 1-6

Aunt Sally: Played two, won one, lost one.

Top Dolls: N Torr 14, M Jarvis 14, S Evans 13, T Cripps 12,

M Case 12

For more details, fixtures and match reports or if you

want to get involved please visit www.cndcc.co.uk and join

our website. We are always on the lookout for new players,

for Aunt Sally and cricket, so feel free to get involved.

Sam Evans

Editor's note: Gordon Hunt also took ten wickets in a match for
Chippy. Any local sporting photographs new or old are always
welcome.

CN Darts League
The final to our winter season on 26 April saw some of the

best darts played for many a season, with the evening enjoyed

by all that attended.

Cup winners are as follows:
Division 1 singles league ~ Fox Broadwell; Division 2 singles
league ~ Enstone Sports Club; Division 1 doubles league ~
Fox Broadwell; Division 2 doubles league ~ Kings Arms A;
Division1 Graham Cashmore Memorial Cup ~ Fox Broadwell;
Division 2 Graham Cashmore Memorial Cup ~ Fox B; 
Ladies’ Captain’s Cup ~ Jill Williams (Kings Arms); Men's
Captain’s Cup ~ Matt Pridmore (Red Lion); Mixed doubles ~
Lisa Cozier & Ian Beasley; Ladies doubles ~ Mandy Quinn &
Mandy Kemp; Men's doubles ~ Danny Lewis & Harry 

SPORTS NEWS

On the pitch with London Wasps squad members and mascot
‘Sting’

Left to Right – D Roughton, G Taylor, R Kinch, G Morgan, B
Dowdell, J Hunt, J Davies, J Roughton, M Sims, T Moulder,

D Carter
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Gardiner; Ladies singles ~ Mandy Kemp; Roger Smith
Memorial Cup ~ Ian Beasley.

A huge congratulations to the Fox Broadwell for winning

five cups this season and to their Captain Richard Ainslie for

winning their teams own and the Committee’s choice of

Player of the Season.

Our summer season commenced 6 May. We hope that all

who continue to support the league have an enjoyable season.

Lyn Tompkins

Chadlington Whites 
For the start of our

Tournament Season

in May, the Chad

Whites U12

travelled to the wilds

of Witney to take

part in the annual

Tower Hill 6-a-side

Tournament.

This well-

organised event gave

Chad Whites the

chance to field two

teams (pictured here). Both displayed great confidence and an

abundance of energy.

The afternoon event

extended to early

evening as we

progressed through

the competition! After

four hours of football

both teams retired

home happy in the

knowledge they had

tried their best. Well

done all players.

Many thanks to Mike for supervising one of the teams,

Shona and Paul for the orange slices and home-made cake, Jill

and Anthony for the Gazebo and our windswept band of

enthusiastic spectators.

Afterwards a player from each team was named Player of

the Tournament:.They were Fraser Wilson (for tremendous

tenacity to win the ball in the tackle) and Rory Akers (for an

outstanding display in goal).

Seymour Mincer

4 Shires Swimming Club
It has been a busy and successful past

couple of months for the Club. 

In March, we took ten swimmers to

the Tiger Bay Open meet at Cardiff ’s 50m

International Pool,  a first for Michael Pearson, Jack Alsop and

Lewis Lamb. There were cracking swims by all and some

fabulous Personal Bests. We had an impressive success rate

with medals for Aaron Lamb, Kirsty Pearson, Rosa Holland,

Jenny Bray, and Lewis Lamb. Well done to these swimmers

particularly but to all those that took part.

Also in March, Megan and Matty Gray successfully

completed the Sports Relief Swimathon at the Olympic Pool

in London and raised £700 for charity. Very well done.

In April we took a squad of 30 of our academy swimmers

to a gala in Oxford – a first for many. They all did the club

SPORTS NEWS

proud: impeccable behaviour, superb swimming and fabulous

PB’s all round. The parents also enjoyed their first taste of

swimming galas with exceptionally vocal support!! In

particular we had some outstanding swimming from Imogen

Sneath, Martha and Evelyn Robbins, Katie Blundell and Shae

Wallis, well done girls.

We had even more success at the level 2 gala in Milton

Keynes in particular – Aaron Lamb, Felicity Darwent and Evie

Sanders who all came away with medals.

Finally, we have recently hosted our annual Spring club

meet, an internal gala for all members. As usual it was a great

atmosphere and fabulous to see so many taking part. Stand

out swims include Kate Edgerton, Shae Wallis, Kirsty Lamb, Jo

Mutsaars, Hamish Jaffe, Oscar Raisbeck, Jack Brooks and Ollie

Haddrell with fabulous PBs in the 200 Freestyle. Great

swimming!

To get involved in this ambitious swimming club please go

to www.4ssc.co.uk for more details.

Katherine Lamb

Sport in Brief
Rugby: The 1st XV had a poor start to the season, a good

middle and then faded at the end.

Football: The 1st XI also ran out of steam towards the end

of the season, finishing third in their league.

Horse Racing: Charlie Longsdon had his best season to

date, with 78 winners.

Alice Powell: Busy time! A third place in a race at a weekend,

following a trial for Team GB  for skeleton bobsleigh.

Graham Beacham

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDRENʼS CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON
LEISURE CENTRE

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

WWW.MARTIALARTSVOUCHER.CO.UK
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Chippy is a lovely place to live – it's full of history, has its own theatre, leisure centre, schools, and lots of
clubs and local organisations. But it's not perfect. Coming into town from virtually any approach, you
will see empty buildings or sites that give the Town an air of neglect at its edges.

Come into town via the London Road, and on your left, just after the Blissfield Gardens development,
you see a large, empty site, rather unwelcoming, which is earmarked for business use but after several
years is still deserted - apart from the Stagecoach buses using it as a car park.

Further down, at the double roundabout, there's the empty hospital site, still without a buyer after
its original one decided not to develop the site.

Go down Spring Street and you're faced with not one but three deserted sites - not just the hospital,
but Chestnuts – empty for the past 15 years or so – the Castle View home and the derelict ambulance
site, which has been empty and undeveloped for a decade, overgrown and forlorn. 

Neglected Chippy: A Study 

CHIPPY’S EM
1.  Unofficial bus depot, London Road
This old Parker Knoll land is owned by an offshore investment

company. It has been earmarked for office and light manufacturing

use since 2005, but for the past seven years there has been no sign

of this happening. Sainsbury’s bought an option on the site, which

means nobody else can buy it until their option runs out; but this

might not be for a couple of years.

2.  Police station, Banbury Road Crossing
This site is not for sale yet – Thames Valley Police will not sell it until they

have a permanent location for their operational activity in town (they

currently have a presence at the Guildhall for their public face). TVP has

a duty to get the best price for the site when it is sold – but the Town

Council would like to see a community use for it.

3.  Old War Memorial Hospital, Spring Street
The hospital site was sold by the NHS two years ago for £1.5m. The new

owners, St Charles Homes, gained permission to build 14 houses on the

site, but by February this year had put the site back on the market for £2

million.  The agents say they have had a ‘good level of interest’ in the site

and are in discussions with a party interested in the site for housing use.

4.  Chestnuts, Spring Street
5.  Castle View, Spring Street
6.  Ambulance station, Spring St
These three sites are all the responsibility of

Oxfordshire County Council, which is treating

them as one whole site. The Council has now

said it will be putting the site up for sale soon,

without any planning permission, but has not

given a timescale. However, Chestnuts has been

empty for around 15 years so far, and the

ambulance station for nearly a decade, so what

‘soon’ means is debatable.
8.  Penhurst School, New Street
This Action for Children home was closed la

year. The preferred bidder for the site 

Beechcroft Retirement Homes (with Porthav

Care Homes) who want to build 40-45 assist

living flats and cottages, along with a 58-b

care home. The developer is currently fin

tuning the proposals ready for a planni

application which is expected in late May.

7.  Baptist Ch
Planning permissio

church to be conve

objections from t

been stalled and 

hoarding for some

blamed the econo

This month a new

Baptist Union incre

Chippy News reporter Nell Darby looks

The position of sites is indicated by

8 7

9

10
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of Our Town’s Empty Places

Empty. Boarded up. Graffitied. Overgrown with weeds.

BBC Oxford noted these empty buildings on its visit to Chippy in March. If it has noticed, visitors to
town must have, too. Is this how we want to promote our Town to other people? Have you wondered what
is going on with these sites? The Spring Street buildings especially and the large site on London Road -
rejected as a location for a new Sainsbury's – are crying out for development to make Chippy a more
attractive place.

In this feature we take a look  at Chippy’s neglected sites and buildings, and have done our best to
find out how long they’ve been empty and what the plans for them are. We'd like your feedback on what
you think should be done with them, and how you feel about these forgotten sites in your town. We’ve
tried to identify the owners of all of them – but if you own one and want to tell us what your plan for it
is, do get in touch!

MPTY SITES
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9.  The Mill, Station Road
This former office/workshop building has been empty since 2005.

Now owned by Cherwell Housing Trust, planning consent for 33

flats at the site was granted in 2008 and this consent was

renewed in March 2012, but the scheme proved unviable. The

owners are currently revising their plans for the site, probably

with housing for sale not rent.

10.  Churchill House, Hailey Road
This now boarded-up building, former flats, is being developed

by GreenSquare Housing Group. They have funding and

permission to build 10 new social rented homes, so hopefully

we might see action here soon.

11.  Vernon House, Burford Road
The former site of Vernon House is still owned by

Cottsway Housing Association, who have permission to

build 14 flats and five houses there. They are waiting for

funding for building to start, and could not give the

News any timescale.

12.  Motorcycle garage, Albion Street
Closed down a couple of years ago and has been empty

since. It was for sale for £200,000 with Anker estate agents

in Banbury, with planning permission for a house, two flats,

an office and ‘stores’, and the Anker website now says the

site has been sold, subject to contract.

hurch, New Street
on was granted in 2008 for part of the

erted into five dwellings, despite strong

he Town Council. Building  work has

the building has been hidden by a

e time. In 2011 Reverend Nick Harris

mic downturn for a delay in the work.

application has been submitted by the

easing the number of dwellings to eight.

13.  The Manor House Gallery
The Manor House Gallery is owned by the

owners of the neighbouring manor house, which

is currently being renovated with new houses

built in its grounds. It was being used for storage,

but its interior was gutted by fire two years ago.

The agents selling the new houses has said that

the gallery ‘will remain ancillary to the Manor

House’ and that the owner ‘has no intention to do

anything other with it than use it for storage.’

s into the empty buildings around town.

y the corresponding number on the map
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2

4
5

3
6

11

12
13



20

Less stress – more health!
Nick explained his professional background and reasons for
opening the Therapy Rooms. ‘I’m a trained accountant and
have worked as such for most of my life.
When we moved to Hook Norton from
Berkshire in 2002 I was still working for a
company until it was sold and I was made
redundant. I did freelance accounting for a
while. Then I went to in Germany where I
worked as a financial controller for a
German company.  After four years they
changed direction and I moved on.  I’m
married to Sakine who is Persian. We
thought we would try and sell Persian
handicrafts from Iran, which we have done
for the last few years.  Initially we just did
fairs locally but I thought I could operate
my accountancy business from a base
rather than working from home so in
2008 we bought the premises in New Street. I ran my
accounting office here and the shop. The political situation in
Iran changed so it became difficult and is now almost
impossible to deal with Iran because of sanctions and political
pressure from America.  Also, having developing health issues
I wanted to move away from the stressful side of
accountancy.’

Setting up the Therapy Rooms
‘I’d been reading books about self help, mindfulness and so on.
In all of these books they refer to massage.  In 2013 I went on
a course and studied anatomy and physiology and qualified as
a masseur. I’m hands-on with different figures (!) and the
feedback I get is very rewarding:  clients leave smiling and
happy which is something I didn’t always experience as an
accountant.  We changed the shop area and the upstairs into
the Chipping Norton Therapy Rooms so that I can operate
my massage practice from here and also allow other
therapists to rent space. So I’ve got somebody who does
waxing, which is  very good for me as it brings people into the
therapy rooms.  A psychotherapist and clinical psychologist
has set up a practice here too.  Cognitive behavioural therapy
(CBT) is her main approach but she also draws on a range of
others including mindfulness meditation in order to meet the
individual needs of her clients.  We’ve decorated the therapy
rooms with Persian artefacts so that when somebody comes
in the feeling of relaxation is immediate; it’s a world apart
from the busy street outside.  The atmosphere is peaceful.  All
the senses, visual, tactile and smell, are accommodated.’  

Benefits of holistic massage
Going on to talk about the massage itself and its benefits Nick

said: ‘I trained in Swedish holistic massage – it’s called Swedish

massage after a doctor in Sweden who first adapted  oriental

massage into his medical profession 150 years ago.  Massage

has been used as a therapy for thousands of years.  Everyone

is different, they react in different ways to each therapy; it’s the

same with massage.  It can be very beneficial for people’s

stress and tension which are the cause of a lot of illnesses. If

you can release that stress and tension you’ll live a healthier

life.  It’s often the case that you can’t move properly as the

stress and tension focus in the muscles which then become

contracted. So this tautening needs to be released on a

regular basis. Massage can help with this

and with circulation: oxygen can be fed

through the body which will help to

process it more efficiently. Toxins which

build up in the body may be removed

though massage. I’ve also been on courses

specifically to relieve back aches, shoulder

ache, knees and hips area.  Muscles can

become fixed in the wrong position so

that’s why you feel the ache and the pain.

What I try to do is to release that muscle

and train it to go back into its normal

position, to give proper support to the

joints and thus relieve the pain.  You can’t

cure a condition such as arthritis with

massage but by training and exercising the

muscle you can give the bone more support which should

take the pressure off the joint. Also self-help is important .. to

keep the muscles toned is key to quality of life later on.  You

can get away with it when you’re young.’  

That whole experience
Nick told our reporter that he played gentle music in the

background during the massage but he didn’t initiate

conversation. Individual clients have individual preferences.  As

for the products he uses for the massage he said, ‘I use oils

and it’s true to my holistic approach to life that I like to use

something that’s beneficial for the client. So I use organic oil,

sourced from Neal’s Yard, who are very ethical about sourcing

their products and ensuring that what goes into them is good

for you. They also have a range of skin care which I’ll develop

into a facial massage.’ Our reporter listened keenly to all

Nick’s advice and as she has lower back problems decided to

have a massage.  True to his word Nick did skilfully alleviate

the niggling ache! 

HEALTH FEATURE

Therapy through massage
This month as part of our continuing health and wellbeing series News Team reporter Alison Huitt spoke to

Nick Faulkner at the Chipping Norton Therapy Rooms, 18 New Street.  
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Theatre’s 40th Birthday Bash
This is the month

when The Theatre is in

party mood to

celebrate its 40th

birthday. See which

party you want to

attend – why not all of

them?

The Theatre at 40
in the Gallery. This

free exhibition is a

visual celebration of

our Theatre and

shows its progress over its forty year history with pictures of

significant people and events. Archive pictures, posters,

costumes and set designs – both entertaining and nostalgic –

will fill the gallery.

Open during performances and 11am-3pm Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays 3 June-14 July

Anniversary Showcase by Take Part participants who will

be highlighting the range of their activities at The Theatre with

dancing, singing and drama (free) 5 and 7pm Sunday 8 June.

Treasure Hunt and Tea Party Backstage with backstage

secrets, tea and cake; it’s your chance to see many of The

Theatre’s normally hidden spaces and to have fun at the same

time. Hosted by the Scary little Girls (In the footsteps of the

Mitfords, Sonnet Walks) the afternoon is suitable for all ages

from 7 up. 11am-12.30pm and 1-2pm Saturday 14 June.

Ultimate Seventies Party Night with live music, disco, free

cocktail, nibbles and a theatre dressed like you’ve never

experienced before. The stalls will become a dance floor so you

can dance to the music of Love Train, with the gallery a chill out

space. Why not enter the fun and don your flares and platforms

and really get into the groove. 8pm Saturday 14 June.

And, still in party mood, later this year,

Summer Panto Chaos The Theatre's Christmas panto has

been a feature for

many decades and

this summer one

will be the craziest

ever as it will be

written, rehearsed

and performed

within a 48 hour

period. Lasting for

just one hour it

guarantees music,

mayhem, sweet-

throwing and much

laughter, from cast

and audience! 5

and 6 July

And yet more fun:

Around the World in Eighty Days. The Theatre's next

production will be an adaptation of Jules Verne’s classic which

features the whole world and just three actors!! It will be fun,

fast and frantic. 19-28 September.

THE ARTS

Oxfordshire Artweeks 
This year, as always, the quality

and variety of work on display

in a variety of venues was

amazing. Watching some

artists at work and speaking

to them about their craft

helps us to understand how

much goes into creating the

finished artwork. Pictured

here are exhibits seen in the

centre of Chipping Norton.

Ceramic jugs by artist
Jeanne Jackson 

Ceramic hare by
Richard Ballantyne 

Textile artist Judith
Gussin at work

Crabby Taylor at work with
Judith Yarrow painting

behind

Cushions by Joanne Mooney

Pewterwork by Susan Frater

Your chance to (re)visit the 70s and
dance to the music of Love Train
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THE ARTS

ChipLitFest
The Chipping

Norton Literary

Festival has just

wrapped up its third

year, with an outstanding line-up of speakers and events. Here

is a summary of events that various News Team members

attended.

Fighting on the Home Front – Kate Adie OBE
The Theatre was packed listening with

all ears to Kate Adie talking about the

legacy of women in World War One, the

subject of her latest book Fighting on the
Home Front. She spoke with feeling

about the many unsung heroines of The

Great War and peppered the discussion

with some amusing anecdotes about her often harrowing

times spent on the front line in war zones. She is obviously ‘a

tough cookie’ and just the person to be reminding us how

things might have been so different had not women come to

the fore in 1914-18.

Austentatious An Improvised Novel
When you are invited to

write down a title for the

play you about to see, by

an actor straight out of a

Jane Austen novel, you

know you this will be an

unusual theatre

experience. To much

laughter, the title drawn

out of the hat was Sex
and Sensuality.

The clever, hilarious and sometimes totally unexpected

improvisation and the rapport between the cast made for a

great evening. Paper fans and imaginary oranges were put to

good use, mixed with lashings of idle gossip. Any untoward

behaviour was blamed on ‘London manners’ and as the plot

progressed it became obvious that, like any Austen novel, true

love conquered all. A great evening by the Theatre group,

Austentatious.

Reading and the Reader: a Defence of the Serious Literature
Author Philip Davis is researching the impact of reading on

the reader. He talked to the small but attentive audience

about its significant implications and he circulated two poems

to help interpret his argument: Robert Frost’s The Road Not
Taken, and Robert Herrick’s To Anthea, Who May Command Him
Anything. Davis thought it important not only to read serious

literature but to do so in public through, for example, a

reading group. ‘Serious reading’, he said, ‘seeks meanings’. He

gave an example of the value of public reading when he

referred to a volunteer who had little self-confidence but

whose reading to a group demonstrated a new-found

confidence. Davis described this as ‘a huge evolutionary leap’

– a claim that remained unchallenged.

Poetry: The Age of Absinthe
For one hour, the Chequers back room took on a bohemian

air as two poets, award-winning Dan Holloway and poetry

editor and curator Claire Trevien, read their work inspired by

Paris’s Left Bank, London’s Soho and New York’s Greenwich

Village. The final touch was a bottle of Absinthe donated by

the pub for which members of the audience bid with their

hands-up for a small glass of this wormwood-based, aniseed-

flavoured drink said to be favoured by artists and with a

romantic if lethal reputation. A surprise attraction was a

Scottish poet performing his own work about the loss of love

in Amsterdam.

The mood of the poems reflected the death, drugs,

suffering and loves of an earlier era, from 19th century France

to 20th century America’s Beat poets. Altogether a moving if

nostalgic look at a world gone by.

A Sense of Place: Photography and Poetry 
His love and knowledge of poetry came shining through when

photographer John Rux-Burton gave two talks about his

Exhibition in The Theatre Gallery. He explained his thought

processes behind his photos and the poems in great depth. An

excellent hour.

Children's WWI Poetry Competition Awards
Local Primary and Secondary

School pupils entered this

competition which was held in

partnership with the Literary

Festival. The winning entries and

those short-listed, mentioned

below, were read out by local poet

Jim Hopcraft who had the very

difficult task of choosing the

winners. Listening to the poems, It

was clear that they were written

with great understanding for the

anguish of war. Some of them will

appear in the News in conjunction with our World War 1

commemoration articles this year.

Primary Section: 1st – Freddy Waldon (Kingham Primary

School); 2nd – Henrietta Elizabeth Rux-Burton (Hook

Norton Primary School); 3rd – George Ford (Hook Norton

Primary School). Also shortlisted: George Gofton and Callum

Hirst of Kingham Primary School and Catriona McCleery of

Middle Barton Primary School.

Secondary Section: 1st – Lizzie Alarcon-Clark (pictured above);

2nd – Charlotte Facer;  3rd – Chloe Parish All from Chipping

Norton School. Also shortlisted: Jo Fraten, Ellie Lewis and Eve

Blake from Chipping Norton School and Ella Benson of

Kingham Hill School.

Does opinion matter? Two discussions in the Town Hall
In an hour dotted with anecdote and observation, columnists

India Knight, Lucy Mangan and Tim Dowling agreed in front of an

almost full and often amused audience that their job was to

‘articulate what normal, busy people think’. The discussion

touched on how the columnists deal with the negative comments

that appear ‘below the line’ in articles published online. ‘Never,

never read below the line’ was the agreed response.

Is Feminism Still Relevant? 
The subject of online abuse directed specifically at women

was explored in a pertinent talk later the same day to a very

slightly smaller audience – Is feminism still relevant? Laura

Bates, creator of the Everyday Sexism project

(everydaysexism.com), and Laurie Penny, activist and

columnist, spoke eloquently about the abuse women receive

both in real life and online, and of the social media pressure

that young teenage girls in particular are under.



guests. Venue: Chadlington Church.

Evening: London Tango Quintet in Concert. They first

performed at this festival seven years ago and are back by

popular demand to perform a wonderfully varied concert

featuring the music of Argentinian tango legend Astor

Piazzolla. Venue: The gardens of Old Church House, Spelsbury.

Night: Late Night Jazz in Dean Manor Barn.

Sunday
Morning: Coffee & Croissant Concert features the Quintet's

leader, violinist David Juritz, who will be joined by guitarist

Craig Ogden. Venue: Chadlington Church 8am.

Afternoon: Piano Recital at Dean Manor Barn. A recital by

Chadlington's resident concert pianist and composer. Lionel

Sainsbury will perform classics by Chopin and Liszt along with

some of his own music from his new album. Afterwards, enjoy

tea and cake in the beautiful gardens of Dean Manor.

Evening: Twilight Recital will calmly bring the festival to a

close. In a private chapel on the Sarsden Estate, Craig Ogden

will play two performances.

Join the Friends of the Festival to support the Festival and

take advantage of some reserved seating. For information call

Roger Lyle on 658857 or visit www.chadlingtonfestival.org.uk.

U18s half price.

Bledington Music Festival
A brief reminder, see April's News for more detail:

3 June: 4 Girls, 4 Harps, 

4 June: Craig Ogden, Guitar, 

5 June: Aurora Ensemble, Wind Quintet,

All at 7.30pm at St Leonard’s Church, Bledington

Tickets £18 from outlets including Jaffé & Neale, see

www.bledingtonusicfestival.co.uk or call 658669 for more

details.

A new art gallery, the Albion Gallery

opened last month on

Topside. The restoration

work on the building and its

delightful courtyard

deserves applause.

The Burford Singers Gilbert & Sullivan Gala Concert
An evening of ‘shreds and patches’ that include work fromThe
Mikado, The Pirates of Penzance and Yeomen of the Guard. Well-

known Gilbert and Sullivan baritone Simon Butteriss and

soloists from the Buxton International G & S Festival perform

with the Burford Singers and the Cotswold Chamber

Orchestra, with leader Kate Bailey.

7.30pm Sunday 29 June The Church of St John the Baptist, Burford
OX18 4RY Tickets £17.50 & £15, unreserved £10. Students half
price. Booking from 12 June; The Madhatter Bookshop 122 High
Street, Burford Tel.01993 822412.

El Greco: Vision and Reality is the Cotswold Decorative

& Fine Arts Society’s June lecture. It explores this vivid and

revolutionary painter who died four hundred years ago. The

lecturer, Gail Turner, read history at Oxford and history of art

at the Courtauld Institute.

11am 11 June coffee and tea from 10.15am at Bradwell

Village Hall, Burford OX18 4XF. Non-members are very

welcome, no need to book (suggested donation £8). For

further information please see www.cotswolddfas.org.uk

23

THE ARTS

One-Woman Fringe 
is the name Paula Coston

gives herself. Her bright red

outfit stood out and

attracted Festival visitors as

she read aloud and engaged

visitors in conversation

about books, at various sites

around the Town.

Very Short Introductions
These six 20-minute talks in the Town Hall proved very

popular. The authors of booklets on these subjects for Oxford

University Press, on such diverse subjects as a Geopolitics and

Comedy, talked on their subjects with clarity and enthusiasm.

Meet Peter Rabbit &  The Fairytale Hairdresser
All the children’s Library

events were a sell-out. On

Saturday the Fairytale

Hairdresser entertained young

children at her tea-party. Many

were themselves part of the

event by dressing-up in

fairytale costumes. On Sunday

Peter Rabbit and his friends

delighted their young audience;

who sat in awe gazing at such a

huge and cuddly rabbit.

In the afternoon, local

author Gwyn Fford-Osborne

sang songs of Ivor Novello to

an older audience who reported to the News how much it

was enjoyed.

What’s on in June
Dean & Chadlington Summer Music Festival

This Festival has been running since 2007

and attracts some outstanding performers

under the patronage of Lord Chadlington

of Dean with the active involvement of

international guitarist and local resident

Craig Ogden (pictured) who is also a

Festival Director. It runs from Thursday 26

to Sunday 29 June.

Thursday evening: Welcome Concert. Hear last year’s Singing

Competition winner, tenor Nick Pritchard. Venue: Dean

Manor Barn.

Friday evening: Ditchley Park Gala Picnic Concert. In the lush

surroundings of Ditchley Park, well-known conductor and

compè re Brian Kay, the Festival orchestra and chorus will

guide the audience through a programme of music, highlights

of which are Bach's Brandenburg 5, and songs from some

Gilbert & Sullivan operettas.

Saturday 
Morning: The DCSMF Singing Competition. (free event) is a

fixture now and the standard of singing exceptional. Listen to

future classical stars compete. The winner appears at the 2015

Festival. Venue: Chadlington Church.

Afternoon: Desert Island Discs. TV presenter Kirstie Allsopp

is interviewed by the Festival patron Peter Chadlington. This

is a very popular event which each year features well-known

Bronze resin cat by Angela Hunter on
display in the Albion Gallery
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Kingham & the Wychwoods Rotary
Duck Race winner:
Pictured here is Loxie

Chiles from Oddington, a

pupil of Kingham Primary

School who won £100 at

the Club’s Easter Monday

Duck Race. Loxie is going

to take the family white

water rafting!! Profits

from the event went to

the Lawrence Home

Nursing Team and Rotary

Charities.

Organic Farming: Richard Smith Senior Farms Manager of

Daylesford recent talk on organic farming changed any

perception of its being just a fad for the wealthy. In simple

terms organic farming is really recycling our world, not

ruining it. It is all about sustainability – not using chemicals

that poison our rivers and seas or breeding animals and birds

that are deformed. It’s going back and doing what our

forefathers did for thousands of years. The message is stop

abusing our world and support organic which especially at

Daylesford is bringing in modern technology to improve

yields. 

What a carve up: Join us on Monday 9 June at The Mill

House Kingham 6pm for 6.30 as Abbie Cooke, local artist and

social entrepreneur talks about her extraordinary life as she

carved out a career from a Territorial Army Captain to

Britain's only female ships' figurehead carver. You'll also be

inspired by Abbie's passion for the Arts as a catalyst for social

change. She is co-founder of the pioneering Oxfordshire

based charity, Gig-Arts which helps students of the visual arts,

music and drama to develop business and communication

skills and 'give back' to their local community. The public are

welcome to attend and particularly if you wish to stay for

dinner (£12.50) please call Kay Shortland 01993 832 927.

Paul Jackson

Folk Club in search of harmony
The Dalai Lama once said that amongst the many forms in

which the human spirit has tried to express its innermost

yearnings and perceptions, music is perhaps the most

universal, as it symbolizes the yearning for harmony with

others. Over forty people braved a cold spring night at the

Blue Boar to perform, to listen and to interact with each

other.

One of the great things about folk clubs in their inclusivity

– people are free to sing a song, play an instrument recite

poetry or anything they want to do. In May, there was a wide

range of performances – Blind Blake’s Police Dog Blues from

the 1920s rubbed shoulders with songs by the Everly

Brothers, Bruce Springsteen, Morrissey, the Beatles and Bob

Dylan. Others sang their own songs, including a couple of

moving laments for people who had passed away. 

For a folk club – or any other activity where people come

together in search of harmony with others – the setting is

crucial. We are very grateful to the Blue Boar for hosting the

monthly sessions (7.30pm on the second Monday of each

month). Thanks too to all performers, and those who come

just to listen. Details: www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

David Early & Hilary Caldicott 

History Society’s summer break
The History Society will be closed until September. Look out

for the latest book on the Chipping Norton Railway. Please

visit the Museum, which will be open. If you can help in the

museum please see or contact Pauline Watkins on 641712. 

Liz Whitaker

Chipping Norton Air Cadets
The Squadron held a recruitment evening on Tuesday 27 May,

where a range of cadet activities were showcased to parents

and young people. Cadets meet every Tuesday and Wednesday

from 7-9.30pm. Newer cadets are continuing their training to

become ‘first class cadets’. This has included navigation,

history of flight, history of the RAF and drill.

During April there were activities every weekend in

addition to the parade nights. A tactical leadership weekend at

Bramley Training Area was well attended (see picture above).

Cadets learn the skills to survive outdoors and how to lead

others. Eight cadets participated in a 2-day field craft exercise

at Little Rissington, learning patrolling, casualty evacuation and

camouflage skills amongst other outdoor activities. 14 cadets

attended a day rifle training at Brize Norton, followed by a

day’s shooting at Oxford squadron. Two of our cadets gained

a marksmanship award. 

Two junior cadets experienced an adventure training

taster weekend with vernight camping under canvas, and

various activities including orienteering, climbing and

canoeing. On the last day they were able to plan their own

activities and chose abseiling.

A more senior cadet joined 19 cadets from other

squadrons on a three day Wild Country expedition in

Snowdonia. They climbed hills, negotiated a rock ridge

scramble and finally crossed Carneddau to Llyn Dulyn

reservoir, where the cadets wild camped.

Congratulations to Cadet, Sgt Graham, has gained his

silver Duke of Edinburgh award.

If you think this all sound fun, find out more about air

cadets at www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org. 

Helen Haine

Chadlington Flower Club
In April we had an informative talk from Robert Jacobs of

Waterperry Gardens about its history and the herbaceous

borders in the garden. There is no meeting in June but

members are looking forward to an outing to the Pam Lewis

garden for a tour, talk, demonstration and tea.

Elaine Parsons
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Single File Blossoms!
Several Single Filers

found a pleasant day

in April to visit

Batsford Arboretum

near Moreton. We

viewed the

magnificent mag-

nolias and cheery

cherry blossom and

bulbs of various

sorts. It is well

worth a visit at any

time of year.

Always a

popular Single File

event, nine members

attended a quiz plus

fish and chip evening in Little Compton. Neither of our teams

quite won, but a good time was had by all.

Other recent events have included flamenco at Chipping

Norton Theatre which was spectacular and moody and a

screening of Captain Phillips at Churchill Village Hall –

surprisingly gripping. 

Also held were a tour of historic churches, six-mile

circular walk from Glympton and a trip to Warwick races for

the start of the flat season. Fortnightly club nights for current

and potential members continue to be well attended.

Single File welcomes unattached people between 50 and

70 who have diverse interests and backgrounds. There are

about 15 events to choose from each month – all organised

by Club members. To find out more contact us on 077655

98518 or enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk or visit our website:

www.singlefilecn.org.uk

Alzheimer’s Group meetings 
Chipping Norton Carers Group Mondays 9 & 23 June

10.30am-noon at the Fox Hotel, Chipping Norton.

Singing for the Brain Mondays 2 & 16 June  10.30am-noon

at St Paul's Centre, Prescott Avenue, Banbury OX16 0LR 

Alzheimer’s Café Wednesday 4 June 2-4pm at St Mary's

Church Centre, Horsefair, Banbury.

More details from Frances or Shirley on 01295 255957.

Amnesty events
Instead of our usual meeting in May, group members went to

see comedian Mark Thomas in his show 100 Acts of Minor
Dissent at The Theatre. This was based on what he has

achieved recently with legal yet creative mayhem around

Britain, proving that over the years his troublemaking and

campaigning have helped to change laws. Apart from the

overuse of four-letter words, we agreed the show was very

entertaining and showed how hard Mark works to combat

injustice.

Special Events this summer:
22 June: Bargains Galore! a stall at the Chipping Norton Town

Festival. Bric-a-Brac plus a Children’s Lucky Dip to raise funds

for Amnesty. 

28 June:  Woodstock street collection

10 July:  Our group's 21st birthday party at a member's home

All are welcome to attend our meetings; please call

Priscilla Peace on 01451 830459 for further details.

Kaye Freeman

RBL to visit the Arboretum
The local branch of the Royal British

Legion is organising a coach trip to The

National Memorial Arboretum on

Thursday 12 June, leaving Chipping

Norton at 9am and returning at about

7pm. We hope to arrive in time for the

daily Act of Remembrance in the chapel

at 11am, and then you are free to go your

own way until the coach leaves at 5pm.

Covering 150 acres, the Arboretum has something for

everyone. For some it’s a wonderful place to stroll and enjoy

the trees; for others it's a peaceful and beautiful place to

remember loved ones, particularly those who made the

ultimate sacrifice for their country. The trees and the more

than 200 dedicated memorials on our site make the

Arboretum a living tribute that will forever acknowledge the

personal sacrifices made by the Armed Forces and civil

services of this country Among the attractions are the new

First World War Centenary trails. The trails have been
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designed to mark this significant historical milestone and

enable visitors of all ages to discover the trees and memorials

linked to the Great War by people and their stories. 

Tickets cost £12 for members and £13 non-members and

are available from Neville Edwards on 645933, Trevor

Hodkinson on 641802 or Steve Kingsford on 01295 780558

stevekingsford@gmail.com or from RBL branch committee

members and also from The Crown & Cushion Hotel.

Steve Kingsford 

Horticultural Summer outings
On a very dull and dreary morning in May, members and

friends of the Chipping Norton Horticultural Association set

off by coach on their

first ‘summer’ outing

to Exbury. The

weather remained

unsettled until we

reached our

destination when the

rain stopped and

although windy, it

became a very

pleasant day, enjoyed

by all, (it rained all

day in Chippy!!).

There was

plenty to see with

extensive gardens

and woodlands, bluebells, rhododendrons, azaleas and other

flowering trees and shrubs which were in full bloom. To aid

those whose walking is limited, a buggy ride could be taken

around the whole site and a narrow gauge steam railway trip

was also available (see photo.)

Other trips during the summer are planned, these have

limited spaces available. Anyone interested can contact the

secretary Eileen Forse on 643275.

Ramblers circle Sarsden
It was a perfect sunny and calm spring afternoon on the Bank

Holiday weekend when eleven of us set off from Sarsden

Cross. We left our cars at the Cross and started walking

through the Sarsden Estate along the D'Arcy Dalton Way. The

path went downhill through a lush wooded area, and past a

beautiful lake. We arrived at Lord Morton's Seat which has

wonderful views across the valley and here we took a short

break.

We then descended along a slightly muddy track to

Merriscourt. From here we turned left along the lower ridge

path to Lyneham hill. Then left up the track till we joined up

with the upper ridge path, and turned left and walked along

the path back to Sarsden Cross.

This had been a particularly fine walk with wonderful

views from the ridge paths across Lyneham valley to the hills

beyond.

Amongst the lovely spring plants on our walk, we found

many different wild flowers and in the low branches of the

chestnut trees we were able to examine the exquisite flowers

which were in full bloom. The warm sunshine brought out

many butterflies, including brimstone, small tortoise shell and

peacock, all fluttering amongst the lovely cow parsley and

bluebells. The walk was about four and a half miles and had

taken us a leisurely two and a quarter hours.

Next month we meet in the New Street car park at 2pm

on the first Sunday. Newcomers are welcome. For more

information please ring Heather Leonard on 643 691.

Faith Born & Gillian Ri

Resolution Debate at CNWI
The resolution chosen to be put to the National AGM of

the WI was debated at the May meeting of Chipping

Norton Women’s Institute. Organ donation is a very

emotive subject and this years resolution highlights the

need for more general awareness of this important issue. 

On 12 May members enjoyed a visit to St Peters

College in Oxford which proved to be a most interesting

experience and at our next meeting on 11 June we look

forward to learning about container gardening from Julia

Joyce. Visitors and new members are always welcome to

join us in the lower Town Hall at 7.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Green Gym stays in Chippy
This month we have been in Chippy every week. First we

trimmed a hedge and generally tidied up the playground at

Cotswold Terrace, off Walterbush Road. Then we spent two

sessions at the Community Orchard near the Cemetery,

scything the grass and preparing for Blossom Day (see p 5).

And finally we have started to clear undergrowth on the

boundary of the Common, where it backs on to Lewis Road.

This is necessary because the Field Reeves, who are

responsible for the Common, want to inspect and mend the

boundary fence.  If you would like to get fit while caring for

the local environment, do join us on Wednesday mornings.

CLUBS NEWS

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for
Senior Citizens

Horticultural Association members
admire the narrow gauge railway at

Exbury
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There are jobs for all ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee

and lifts may be available. Visit: www.chippygreengym.org,

email  jennyharrington@btinternet.com or phone me on

643269 if you’d like to find out more. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington 

NOOG to visit Broughton Grange
The bluebells were at their

finest when 18 NOOG

members enjoyed Foxholes

Nature Reserve (BBOWT)

on 7 May, led by retired

warden Martin Barnsley.

Carpets of blue were

studded with the humble

bright white stitchwort, and

set off in one lovely patch

by early purple orchids.

Birdsong lessened as the

birds went to bed, and

muntjac were spotted in

the undergrowth. A magical

evening.

On Wednesday 4 June at

6.45pm we visit superb Broughton Grange (pictured above)

where the head gardener will lead our tour. The beautifully

situated and extensive grounds cover a six-acre redeveloped

walled garden with three themed terraces, an 80-acre

arboretum and a water meadow – and more features. To

conclude: tea on the lawn (a £10 charge each).

Swalcliffe Lea is our venue for Wednesday 2 July, at

6.45pm. The eight-acre grounds include a woodland walk with

two ponds. The cost, including refreshments, will be £5. We’ll

then briefly visit a member’s new garden in Swalcliffe. 

As these are booked visits, would you kindly contact Tracy

Lean to let her know you’ll be coming: 01295 780710 or email

tracylean@gmail.com. Members and non-members welcome. 

Lindsay Johnston

Railway Club – just the ticket
There was a warm welcome for the return of Miles McNaire

on 6 May with an interesting local subject, ‘The Moreton &

Stratford Tramway’. Miles, who lives in Shipston-on-Stour, has

written several books on railway related subjects. William

James was the builder of the Tramway, which was supported

by George Stephenson and Lord Redesdale was a great

benefactor. Work started around 1825/26 and the intention

was to run steam locomotives. However, the powers that be

decreed that it must be horse-drawn as they considered the

locos to be a fire hazard. The Tramway closed circa 1908. Two

original wagons are to be found in Stratford (Cox’s Yard) and

in York Railway Museum. The section between Moreton and

Shipston did in fact become a proper Steam Railway and

closed to passengers in the 1920s, while freight finally finished

in 1960. 

Good news for our readers, The Banbury to Cheltenham
Railway – Book 3 by William Hemmings, will be available later

this year from publisher, Wild Swan.

The Severn Valley Railway Sunday Luncheon Trip is on 25

May and we hope to have had our usual warm and sunny day,

plus a fine menu to help us celebrate our 40th Anniversary. 

On 3 June we see a return of Peter Lugg, who will

entertain us with My Life with Railways while on 1 July yet

another old friend of the Club, Ian Baxter will talk on ‘The

Rise and Fall of Leamington Spa and Birmingham Moor Street

Stations’. 

These longer summer evenings are just the ticket to

come along to the Railway Club, meet new friends and enjoy

the chat with the members along with tea/coffee and biscuits. 

Estelle Brain

Come and meet the Lions
The third

Defibrillator is now

installed and

operational. It is

positioned on the

Freemason’s Lodge in

Over Norton Road

(pictured here) and

our grateful thanks go

to them for

supporting us.

We made

approximately £1,100

with the Easter Eggs,

many thanks to all for the support, we are well on the way to

providing the Fourth Defibrillator for the Town and just need

a location in the Western area. If any group would like to have

a talk on how to use the Defibrillators please get in touch

with Mike Graham 644678.

We have six Electric Disability Scooters that need good

homes. They are free and serviced but they need to be well

looked after, kept under cover and safe. So if there is anyone

who has a genuine medical need please get in touch with Rob

Caswell 01608 646003. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Churchill Car

Show on 8 June and also at the Chipping Norton Town

Festival on the 22 June where we will have details of who

The Lions are and what they do as we need more

members. If you think you might be interested in raising

funds for local projects and having fun please contact our

President Graham Raven 645134 or Rob Caswell 646003. 

Liz Nason

Scouting news
Beavers: With six Beavers leaving us for Cubs, we had four

new starters this term – soon to be added to! They are

settling into Colony life well. We took advantage of the

Literary Festival on our first week back with a session at the

Library with Sue Heap – the children were captivated by her

story telling and drawing skills! As we now have the better (!!)

weather, we are concentrating on outdoor activities. A fact-

finding walk around Chipping Norton, making and planting

garden pots to adorn our Scout Hut, and a day on a farm are

just a few things in store! Bring On Summer!

Cubs: This term the cubs have welcomed six newcomers to

the pack who all swam up from the Beaver colony.

The cubs have been lashing stout sticks together to make

simple chariots, which were then raced, this proved to be a

good test of the lashings!

St George’s Day was celebrated at Heyford Park with

hundreds of Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers from the

North Oxfordshire District. After the parade the cubs

enjoyed activities such as paracord woggle making,
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constructing the strongest bridge possible from newspaper

and balloon modelling.

Scouts: May was a hectic month for the Scouts and even

before May Day we were marching up the runway at Upper

Heyford on 27 April with hundreds from Scouting, from the

entire North Oxfordshire District for our annual St George’s

Day Celebration. It was an impressive site, attended by

Scouting families and some VIPs, including the Mayor of

Chipping Norton, Cllr Mike Tysoe. 

Other highlights were a murder mystery trail around the

Town where the Scouts had to pick up clues along the way to

find the villain and his weapon, won by Oscar’s Patrol and our

postponed winter camp – now spring camp – at the Scout

Campsite at Horley. Following a games night at the Scout Hut

we have selected a chess team to play Battle Chess on 11 May

at Horley with the District where the Scouts play as the

pieces. After a gruelling play-off in the hut Felix is to be our

player in charge of guile, strategy and ruthless execution! This

term we are doing the Adventure Challenge so have started

with learning map and compass skills including taking bearings

in the field by the hut, and are planning climbing, orienteering

and lots of water-based activity at the Aqua Camp in June. 

Explorers: Explorer scouts are busy planning Duke of

Edinburgh expeditions which will take place over the summer

months locally and in the New Forest. Several of the

Explorers also help out with Beavers Cubs and Scouts as part

of their D of E service. A group has also been attending a

weekly indoor climbing course which culminated in a very

enjoyable trip to climb in the Peak District.

Round the world at the Yacht Club
Our April meeting

featured talks from

members, and was one

of our best evenings

yet. The only regret was

that it was only an

evening, and we didn’t

have time to do the

presentations justice

and ask the many

questions we would

have liked. 46 Members

and guests came along.

Carl Baxter gave a colourful account of his trip from

Denmark to the UK via the Baltic, the Kiel Canal, the

Frisian Islands, inland through the Netherlands and back

across the Channel. A voyage of great variety it took in

charming Hanseatic towns, vast locks, and tranquil rural

waterways.

Carolyn and Alistair Roberts told of their 2-year, 29,000

mile circumnavigation in an elderly boat with an engine that

didn’t last the voyage, a leaking deck, and fresh water tanks

that ruptured at a critical point mid-Atlantic. As well as the

many positive experiences there was also drama, and danger

- they were snorkeling in Thailand when the 2004 Tsunami hit,

and the sea disappeared before returning to tear out anchors

and toss boats ashore.

Visit www.cnyc.co.uk for details of next meeting.

Roger Backhaus
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Chipping Norton School
Once again it has been a busy month for students at Chipping

Norton School. Fresh from national success in the School

We’d Like Competition and the Space Settlement Design

Competition, we have now heard that we are through to the

national final of the Pit Stop Challenge. We have recently

celebrated the commitment and endeavour of students at our

annual KS4 Awards ceremony. We were lucky enough to have

John Mitchinson, one half of the duo behind the QI TV

programme, come to present the prizes. John talked to

students about the role of fascination in learning and how

there is so much to interest enquiring minds. Among other

interesting things, we found out that Yoda’s first name is

Minch!

The Pit Stop Challenge: A group of students in Years 7-9

have reached the finals of this national science competition

run by GSK and McLaren. The students will shortly be

presenting their idea investigating how experience could

affect reaction times to the judges at The GSK Human

Performance Labs.

ChipLitFest Schools’ Programme: Chipping Norton

Literary Festival works in partnership with Chipping Norton

Partnership of Schools in organising this worthwhile event. This

year Caroline Watson arranged for children’s authors to visit

each of the primary schools as well as Chipping Norton School.

The authors talked to the pupils about their books, their

inspiration and the characters they create. We were delighted

to have three authors; Teri Terry, Sharon Jones and Mary

Hooper come to school to talk to Year 8 and 9 students.

Chipping Norton Partnership of Schools is very grateful to

have this wonderful opportunity and looks forward to next

year. Thank you very much to Caroline Watson.

Poetry Competition: Congratulations are due to Lizzie

Alarcon Clark (1st), Charlotte Facer (2nd) and Chloe Paish (3rd);

the winners of Chipping Norton School's First World War

poetry competition, held in partnership with ChipLitFest. 

Martial Arts Day: Hopwood UK, a specialist martial arts

company who regularly work with elite sports performers,

visited school this term. The team of staff were made up of

European Kick boxing champion Andy Hopwood, his wife

Sharon, a UK judo champion and Craig Gillies, a professional

rugby player. The team ran anger management and street

safety sessions with great success for KS3 students as well as

master classes in rugby. Hopwood UK praised the effort,

ability and politeness of the students involved. 

CSLA and CNPS news: The annual U9, U10 and U11

Athletics Festival took place on the Chipping Norton School

field giving our young pupils from the Partnership Schools

the opportunity to race on a 400m oval track. The pupils

came with their teachers and TAs and took part in a 70m

sprint, the 300 middle distance race and a shuttle relay. They

also had the opportunity to see how far they could throw a

‘rocket’ and took part in a standing long jump competition.

Year 7 and 10 Chipping Norton School Sports Leaders

worked very hard as race starters and finish line judges. Holy

Trinity School and Great Tew were the overall winners of the

‘Big Schools’ and ‘Small Schools’ competitions respectively.

Congratulations to everyone who took part and thank you

to all the teachers, TAs and parents who supported and

encouraged the children. 

Creative Writing Club: Following a very successful Spring

Family Focus week we are thrilled to be able to offer Year 4

and 5 pupils an opportunity to come along to Chipping

Norton School English Department and take part in our

‘Creative Writing Club’. This club is for young pupils who

love English and really enjoy reading and writing. This club

was a result of a direct request from parents who attended

our ‘No Fear Shakespeare’ Family Focus workshop. The club

starts on Tuesday 3 June and runs for five weeks from 4.30-

5.30pm. 
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St Marys Primary 
St Mary’s Bake
Off: Round three of

the Bake Off was a

resounding success

both in baking skills

and the fundraising

with the final total

just over £270. The

entries, involving the

challenge of using

dough as the basic

recipe, saw 16

incredibly talented

and creative finalists.

For the third time

the judges had a

difficult task, but in

the end a decision was made. William Harvey age 5 from

Foundation was the youngest winner with his buttery

croissants. Cerys Harvey age 9, from Year 5/6 won with her

deliciously cheesy individual large bread rolls and Isabella

Bartoloni from Year 3/4 delighted the judges with her winning

entry of crumbly, soft cherry scones. As there was a very

close runner up, only half a point’s difference, it was decided

Daniel Chambers, also from Upper Key Stage 2, with his

imaginative entry of chocolate loaf hedgehogs presented with

leaf pressed butter, should be highly commended. Each child

was presented with an individual prize, an apron specially

designed by a parent and a cookery book signed and

presented by Ben the very talented chef from the Kingham

Plough. The entries were sold off at the end of the day,

needless to say they disappeared like hot cakes!!

Roman Day: Lily Edwards Year 4 reports: In April, a Roman

soldier appeared at our school to help us with our new topic.

He started by talking in Latin which was very odd, as I couldn’t

understand a word he was saying! Next he made us stand up

and turn around to Latin commands. It was very hard to

remember which was which but I eventually got the hang of

it. After that we were given a shield and sword to take outside

for training. We were all told to tap the shield in time,

gradually get faster until finally we charged at the teachers,

who were so scared that they ran and hid! In the afternoon

we tried on different pieces of armour before learning about

the Roman amphitheatres. Finally we ended with gladiator

fights and death by beast. No one was really injured and

everyone went home with a smile on their face.

Mechanics in Foundation! Our reception classes have

been enjoying our topic on wheels and have set up a garage

workshop in the classroom! Budding mechanics have enjoyed

pumping up tyres, taking bikes and scooters apart using real

tools and booking in customers with our appointment book.

If your car needs a service we can recommend St Mary's

garage and their team of mechanics!! 

World War II Project

Air Raid Shelter: Five boys in Year

5/6, have been studying WW2, and

wondered what it would be like to

experience life in an air raid

shelter. To this end they enlisted

the help of Mr Lawson and set to

and built one in the grounds. Using

their enrichment time, each week,

they have created a real feel for

war time Britain. Charlie said, ‘ It

must have been really scary stuck

in here with bombs going off’.

Make do and
Mend: Another

group of

children were

chosen to do

rag rugging.

Lewis and Nicol,
both Year 6
report: We have

been learning

how to do this

activity by

threading material through the hessian. We have found this

challenge very hard and it felt like we would never get to the

end, but we are nearly there!

Quilting:  Will and
Edward report: First

of all we had to cut

up 216 pieces of

fabric, we then had

to sew all of them

together. Once it is

completed we

either going to

auction it or

donate it to a third

world country.
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Author visit:
Nationally renowned

children’s author,

Sarah Lean came to

school to run a

stimulating work-

shop for the older

classes in school. She

encouraged the

children to act out

scenes from some of

her books. We would

like to thank Sarah for her time and enthusiasm working with

the children this term.

Theatre visit: This week all the children have enjoyed

watching Alice in Wonderland from a travelling theatre. It was a

wonderful production which will inspire the children in their

fictional writing.

Cycling Proficiency: We wish children from Year 5 good

luck in their Cycling Proficiency Test on Tuesday 3 June. We

will look forward to seeing them ride safely around the Town. 

Visit to Henry Cornish: Charlie Jennings had his picture in

the Oxford Times in May. He was one of the School Council

who had gone to the Henry Cornish Care Centre to share

their favourite books with the residents . The residents were

thrilled to have the children visit them and listened intently to

them reading. The event was organised as part of the Chipping

Norton Literary Festival and was really enjoyed by both

generations!

Explorer Science Dome: Children from Foundation Stage

to Year 5 have been investigating different concepts of Science

inside a large inflatable dome. Here are some of the children’s

comments about their experience:

‘I thought the science dome was fantastic. We learnt how

sound can travel through different types of stuff. ‘ Saffron

Williams 

‘We entered the amazing science dome, were we learnt that

vibration is a sound.’ Clara 

‘I liked it because I learnt a lot about the speed of light and

sound.’ Rose. 

Kingham Sculpture Trail: Children from Foundation Stage

to Year 5 will be visiting the sculpture trail at Kingham Lodge.

We are hoping the trip will inspire children when building

their own sculptures back in school. 

Foundation Stage: will be visiting Cotswold Wildlife Park

where they will find out about all different types of animals

and their habitats. Foundation Stage have been busy learning

about Mini-beasts. As part of their topic they are observing

the life cycle of a caterpillar in their classroom. 

Athletics: We have come back from the Chipping Norton

partnership sports competition with two trophies. Well done

to all the children involved. Holy Trinity came first overall and

the Year 5 pupils will be representing our partnership in the

regional competition. Thank you to Mrs Woolley for her

continued hard work and commitment to the School.

Congratulations to: Emily Notman for achieving two firsts

in the Headington Showjumping competition. Katie Blundell

for being awarded the ‘swimmer of the month’ at the 4 Shires

Swimming Club. James Ford for achieving his grade 2 clarinet.

Well done to all of you. What talented children we have here

at Holy Trinity!

Warm wishes: to Mrs Lane as she starts her maternity leave

and hope to see her back soon. 

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Acorns Primary
Spring is

blossoming all

around Acorns and

the Nursery’s

conservatory is

now full of growing

plants. Beans have

sprouted from jam

jars and are heading

for the ceiling,

nasturtiums are

beginning to trail across the painting tables and, if we’re lucky,

some of the many conkers found sprouting around the garden

may take root and give us some new trees.

Outside we have tadpoles! The children have enjoyed

learning about the lifecycle of frogs and watching the little

eggs change shape, begin to wriggle and finally nibble their way

through the jelly. The highlight of our Spring topic has to have

been our trip to the Cotswold Farm Park. The weather was

fine (although cold), the activities were exciting and we all

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. In fact, we could have spent

much longer there and many of the children said, ‘When we

come next time we can …’ so I think there will have to be a

return visit.

As Class 2’s Wild Wood topic draws to a close, the

children have bravely welcomed the new additions to the

Habitat Corner: Hissing cockroaches, by the names of Missy

and Taz! It has been great fun handling the animals and the

children are continuing to look after them in small groups,

taking the responsibility very seriously. 

Middle Barton Primary

As the school year moves into the summer months we have

continued to create some fantastic art, a strength of our

school which was established with being granted Artsmark

status in February. We held an art exhibition in the hall which

had shoes as the theme. Each child had an opportunity to

make a shoe out of clay; design and make one out of recycled

materials and sketch their own shoe. Parents, grandparents,

governors, members of the community and children attended

the exhibition and everyone was impressed by the detail in

the art work and range of talent shown there. To help achieve

these works of art we were lucky enough to have a potter

and a member of the Green Hub visiting our school to

educate and support both the children and the staff.

The school community has been hard at work improving

our school site – both inside and out. We held a TLC

afternoon at the end of April, when families and staff pulled

together to tidy up the gardens, fences, paths and the Old

School House. The Old School House is being transformed to

provide a library for the children and will soon be an inspiring

place to be. 

Chadlington Primary 
Term Topic: Our topic this term

is The Natural World. The school

was thrilled to arrive back for the

summer term with 14 eggs waiting

to be hatched in two incubators in

the school foyer. Staff and pupils

alike have had a wonderful time

watching the chicks hatch out of

the eggs one by one, studying how

they develop and of course getting

to hold them!

Scarecrow Festival: The Friends of Chadlington launched

their ever popular Scarecrow Festival in conjunction with

Oxfordshire Art Weeks with the theme of Heroes and Villains.

We will look forward to announcing the winning Scarecrow

and reporting back on the efforts seen around the village and

beyond.

Courthill Residential: The annual residential for the Elves

in Years 1 and 2 has taken place at the Courthill Centre near

Wantage. The children had a wonderful time exploring their

term topic and Mrs Gardner reported that the children were

immaculately behaved and a real credit to the school! 

Visiting Author: The school really enjoyed a visit from the

author David O'Connell during the Chipping Norton Literary

Festival. He read from his brilliant book Monster and Chips and

showed the Wizards Class how he turns his ideas into

exciting illustrations. We enjoyed getting a photo opportunity

with him in our new library complete with a newly purchased

set of his books.

Great Rollright Primary 
Meadow and Woodland classes are learning about ‘mini

beasts’ this term, and our ‘Welly Wednesday’ sessions have

been great fun, with lots of enthusiastic worm-handling and

spider-catching! The Mountains Class are learning all about

The Stone Age and in The Ocean the children are studying

Volcanoes. 

In May, twelve of our children travelled to Finland as part

of our annual exchange programme. It is an incredibly exciting

experience for the children involved, and for many of them it

is the first time they have been abroad. We learn so much

from our relationship with Vasa övningsskola in West Finland

and really value the opportunity to extend the children’s

learning in this unique way.

This month we are looking forward to another

residential trip: this time to Hooke Court, where we have

taken many groups in the past. Here the children take part in

a range of outdoor activities, staying in dormitories for the

ultimate ‘sleepover’! 

The school fete is on Saturday 12 July and will take place

at Rollright Village Hall. With pony rides; a dog show and

agility course; bouncy castle and masses of fun stalls and

activities, there will be plenty to do for the whole family, and

we’d love to see you there. 

SCHOOL NEWS
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Windrush Valley School
Since returning from our Easter break, we have been very

busy across the school. 

Form 2 visited

Sutton Courtney

Environmental

Centre, learning

all about habitats

and finding all

sorts of weird

and wonderful

places that

animals call

home! We had

great fun pond

dipping and even caught a newt!! A great place to visit, lots of

interesting things to do and see and most importantly enjoyed

by all.

The sun tried its hardest to shine through for our annual

Windrush Valley School Football Tournament, which we

hosted at Kingham Hill School on Wednesday 7 May. Our

biggest turn out to date, with 150 children attending.

Congratulations to Sibford, overall winners in the U9

category, and to Kings School in the U11s who narrowly beat

Windrush Valley in the final! We look forward to next year,

and hopefully winning the trophy back! Well done to U9s:

Alex Howe, Cameron Cutmore, Bertie Bond, Osiah Spelman,

Ben Hughes, Ethan Calvert, Henry Wheeler, Ben Douglas,

Poppy Lewis-Ing, Scarlett Boyce, Nathan Cutmore, Oliver

Sherratt and Blake O’Mahony. And also U11s: Jake Maudsley,

Charlie Maudsley, Greg Davies, Finley Pemberton, Max Guest,

Benjamin Lewis-Ing, Angus Birrell, George Boyce, Jamie

Sherratt, Ben Hubbard, Eric Machiwenyika, James Thompson

and Geronimo Neate-James

Sibford School 

Sibford School has announced the appointment of Cate

Mallalieu-Needle as its new Head of Sixth Form Studies. Cate,

who has extensive experience and expertise in post-16

education, will take up the position in September 2014.

Speaking about her appointment she said, ‘ Young people today

are facing a future in a very challenging world. They are also

embarking on A level qualifications that, I firmly believe, have

become increasingly more academically complex. To prepare

for these challenges, students need individualised support and

guidance and I am delighted that Sibford School will provide

me with the opportunity to share my skills and understanding

with students on a one-to-one basis. I am hugely excited by

the future and I am looking forward to what this will mean for

myself, the sixth formers and their tutors.’ For the past four

years, Cate has been Director of Post 16 Studies at Cooper

School in Bicester. For five years prior to that she was Head

of Sixth Form at Chipping Norton School.

Sibford School will be running a dedicated school bus

service to and from Chipping Norton from September 2014. 

The School’s Annual Open Day takes place on Saturday

14 June. The following week, on Wednesday 18 June, Sibford

will be hosting an Early Years Open Afternoon. For further

information on both events call Elspeth Gregory on 01295

781203.

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to

complement your home

surroundings

Custom made covers

for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:

Sue Hazell 01608 644 877

(30 years experience)

New Head of Sixth Form Studies Cate Mallalieu-Needle
pictured with Sibford School pupils
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to the New Street play area on the Common. So why now

does that need MORE money spent in re-organizing and

refurbishing??? The Cornish Road play area could do with a

hard path to the swings etc for pushchairs or wheelchairs and

no doubt the play area up at Cotswold Terrace could do with

some help. The Town Council were very fast in taking over

after we did the work so I think the Councillors old and new

need to look in all directions.

Keith Clandfield Ex Chair Hailcorns Committee

Skateboarding park ideas
Your article on the recreation ground plans mentions

enthusiastic skateboarders giving Councillors a petition with

‘signatures from every household in Cotswold Crescent’

supporting a skateboard site nearby. You might note that we

live in the Crescent and have not (along with neighbours I

checked with) heard about this. We of course applaud the

youngsters enthusiasm and there may well be suitable sites,

but issues such as noise will be need to be considered and of

course fundraising will be a major challenge.

David Whordley (by telephone)          

(see article on page 5)

Even bigger daffodil
Just to update your readers on the giant daffodil story

(reported last month). I cut the daff down today and was

able to measure it with a greater degree of accuracy. I was

surprised to find that it now measured 48". Can I now

boast that I have grown the first 4 foot daffodil in the

County? It would be nice to think so. All the best.

Robert  Moulder

Keep the Clean Up going
Will someone pick up the baton? (Or the litter picker?) For

several years  a stalwart band of people have signed  up to the

Chippy Clean-Up on the 15th day of each month – a

suggestion of the late Cllr Gina Burrows – and turned out in

all weathers to take a pride in our Town by picking up litter

and other debris from the centre and other areas of the

Town. Finally, this group, led mainly by Rolie Clarke,

hasdecided that it is time for others to take on this role.

Equipment is provided – high visibility jackets, litter picking

claws and gloves – all stored at the Town Hall. In the first

instance the Explorer Scouts have taken up the challenge and

you might have seen them around the Town Centre on a

Friday evening in May. If there is a youth organisation or any

other organisation, or individual, who would like to co-

ordinate the Chippy Clean-Up please contact the Town

Clerk's office at the Guildhall ring 642341 or e-mail

cntownclerk@btconnect.com. Meanwhile we would like to

express our deepest gratitude to Rolie and the team of

people  who have continued with the Chippy Clean-Up for so

many years.

Cllr Jo Graves on behalf of Chipping Norton Town Council 

Recycling challenges

Re: the New Street Car Park Recycling Site, this latest picture

was taken Wednesday 12 May at 4pm. Further evidence, if

further evidence is needed, that Chippy needs a proper

recycling site. 

Local Resident (name & address supplied)

Out of Towner’s view
I live in Shipton-under-Wychwood where we all miss the Dean

Pit desperately, so I read your article in the March issue with

interest.  However, you should remember that it was your own

Town Council that demanded too much money for the access

road to Greystones and this resulted in there still being no

local tip!  Their intransigence has been to the detriment of a

very wide area as there seems to be no viable alternative.

Janet Shackle

Help all our Recreation Grounds
I hope that our councillors in Chipping Norton realize that

there are more play areas in town apart from the New St

Recreation Ground? Not so many years back the Town had

money from the Lottery in thousands. But at the time, after I

and my committee raised £53000 through sheer

determination and hard work, when we asked for money

from the Town Council we were told NO....as it was allotted
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Over Norton bingo bonanza

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who

supported our Easter bingo to raise funds for the Over

Norton Youth club. We had over a hundred people there and

raised £700. If you have children eight upwards and would like

to come to Over Norton Youth Club it's every Wednesday,

seven till nine in the Over Norton Village Hall.

Clare Webb

Cemetery thanks
A big thank you  to the volunteers who helped  and to Peta

Simmons for the refreshments at the last Chipping Norton

town cemetery clearup day. The Cemetery Committee  will

be organising  another day in the Autumn.

Cllr Martin Jarratt 

Good Friday thanks
Churches Together in Chipping Norton would once again like

to express huge thanks to Chipping Norton Co-operative

Food Store Manager Adam Quinton. Adam generously

donated 200 hot cross buns for our Good Friday service in

the town. If anyone who received a free bun would like to

follow up the Easter message, please contact St Mary's church

office, office@stmaryscnorton.com or 646202.

Jane Butler on behalf of Churches Together

Cats’ thanks
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Tin Shake

in Chipping Norton on Saturday 26 April, which raised

£130.71 for Sunshine Cat Rescue.

Sharon Carbonero Treasurer Sunshine Cat Rescue

Congratulations
22 June

For Sandra and Kevin Clarke
1974-2014

Happy 40th Wedding Anniversary Kevin.

With all my love Sandra

Congratulations Mum and Dad on your 40th (Ruby)

Wedding Anniversary. Love you both always.

Darren and Natalie xxxx
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‘Saturday 3 May was the Mayor’s Charity
May Ball with the Mayoress and I playing
host to a sell-out crowd totalling 120
guests. As always we tried to use local
people with Richard Parker doing the
catering, the Balloon Lady helping us with
decorating the Town Hall, the local shops
and organisations (too many to mention in
this short article) very generously giving us
prizes for the tombola and raffle and, last
but not least, we danced the night away to
Monday’s Blues (the new name for the CN
AllStars). We had an excellent dinner and
were extremely well entertained by the
band with some of the dancers not really
giving up until midnight! We were delighted
to welcome Mr Brian Crossland, Deputy
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, and his wife
together with the Deputy Lord Mayor of
Oxford, the Chair of Oxford County
Council, the Mayors of Witney and Bicester
and Chair of Oxford City Council, the
Chair of SODC and the Chair of WODC
and their partners. At the time of writing,
the preliminary total raised is about £2000
to be split between the Mayor’s two
charities: Lawrence Home Nursing Team
and Leukaemia Research.’

LOCAL NEWS

Sell-out Mayor’s Ball
Chipping Norton Mayor Cllr Mike Tysoe reported to the News on a highly successful 2014

Mayor’s Ball

11th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for the Gateway

Club

CNWI 7.15pm Lower Town Hall see p26

12th RBL trip to National Arboretum  see p25 for details

Amnesty International meeting 7.30 Lower Town Hall

see p25

13th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35 

14th Charlbury Farmers’ Market  9am-1pm

Philomena in Churchill 7.30 - see p11

17th Stroke Club 2-4pm details 642209/645501

18th NHS Forum 7.30 town Hall details p7

21st Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30

22nd CHIPPING NORTON TOWN FESTIVAL  see p2 for

details

26th Age UK Information Point  10.30 Town Hall see p8

28th Charlbury Beer Festival - Charlbury Cricket ground

July (News out Monday 30st June)

1st Stroke Club 2-4pm details 642209/645501

Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p27

2nd U3A 2.30 Methodist Hall - details p9

NOOG  at Swalcliffe Lea - see p27

6th Ramblers 2pm New Street car park details 643691

May 
29th Age UK Information Point  10.30 Town Hall see p8

31st Moonrakers Concert  7.30 at St Mary’s Church.  Celtic

songs & tunes. Tickets £12 (£10 conc) from Jaffé & Neale or

643976

June (News out Tuesday 27th May)

1st Ramblers 2pm New Street car park details 643691

Big Chippy Music Quiz 8pm in the Blue Boar in aid

of Katharine House Hospice - details p12 

2nd Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 Chequers’ Barn

3rd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p27

Stroke Club 2-4pm details 642209/645501

4th U3A 2.30 Methodist Hall Marion Ackrill - Making a living as

a flautist 

NOOG  at Broughton Grange - see p27

Experience Chipping Norton networking meeting 6-

8pm at 18 New Street - details p8

7th Methodist Singing Group Concert 7pm Methodist

Church - details p9

8th Churchill Vintage & Classic Car Show noon-5pm - over

500 cars, BBQ Real Ale Stand,  WI teas, + Floral Display in St

Mary’s Church - ‘Poetry & Praise

9th Folk Club 7.30 at the Blue Boar see p24

Deputy Mayor Cllr Chris Butterworth
with guests 

Guests enjoyed delicious food and
then danced the night away

The Mayor Cllr Mike Tysoe with
Town Clerk Vanessa Oliveri

Mayoress and Deputy Mayoress –
two of the myriad of hard workers

who helped 


