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In this issue:

Packed meeting asks Town Council to investigate
buying Police Station for public use

Jumping for joy!

• Aldi – no pathway through to bus route
• Lido – major new Sport England grant 
• Local Plan – more delays and debate
• Sharba homes – Appeal hearing 
• Sainsbury’s – ‘no’ to car park camera 

Features: 5 generations of barbers; Craft’s
Mill memories; the market flower man

‘Yes’ vote for Council idea
A nearly full Town Hall voted overwhelmingly
on 30 September in favour of Chipping Norton
Town Council’s emerging idea of buying the
empty Police Station for the Town. Mayor Mike
Tysoe set out ideas such as a new museum,
visitor information centre, cafe, community
centre, Town Council depot, and maybe
apartments to rent out.

Museum could move
Earlier the same evening a special meeting of
Chipping Norton’s History Society voted in
principle for a possible move to the Police
Station – but the vote was narrow. The larger
space and disabled access could be preferable
compared with the current place, but the town
location was not ideal and finding sufficient staff
to run it might be a big issue.

Many hurdles to overcome
With the project needing hundreds of
thousands of pounds, all this is very tentative.
The Council would need to raise money, find
partners, and prepare a full favourable business
case – all of which could be challenging. But
enthusiastic public support for this bold idea
could give it some real momentum, and
provoke other town developments as well –
maybe more progress with other empty
buildings featured recently. Full report inside.

Chipping Norton’s ACE Centre
children’s Nursery is celebrating its
fourth ‘Outstanding’ rating from
inspectors from OFSTED. Well done all
– full report page 5.
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Action station

Remembrance service
details – see page 2
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Plans for Remembrance Day 
The annual Remembrance Day Parade and

Service in Chipping Norton is on Sunday 9

November. The Service in St Mary’s Church

starts at 10.45am – anyone requiring a

wreath please contact Malcolm Holland on

641745. On Tuesday 11 November, the

Royal British Legion will be holding a Two

Minutes Silence at the Town War Memorial

in London Road at 11am – please be at the

War Memorial by 10.50am should you wish

to take part.

With the WWI centenary memories at the forefront,

Steve Kingsford from Chipping Norton’s Royal British Legion

Branch wrote, ‘We were delighted by the way our

Commemoration of the Centenary of World War One went,

and touched by the number of people who attended and the

reaction we received. It is our duty to ensure that not just the

men and women who died in the conflict are remembered,

but all those who lived through it and were affected by this

conflict, the effects of which are still felt a century on. We, of

course, also remember those who have died in the service of

their country since the First World War, protecting the

freedoms we enjoy. The money raised in the annual Poppy

Appeal will be as vital as ever as we enter turbulent times. We

would ask everyone to be as generous as ever, to remember

those who have made the ultimate sacrifice and to help the

servicemen and women and their families who bear the scars

of past and present conflicts and to help the Royal British

Legion be ready for those that may suffer in the future.’

WWI & Remembrance events
An update on local news to reflect Remembrance, our military past
and what was happening exactly 100 years ago.
Tower Poppies from Whichford Pottery The pottery is

making tens of thousands of poppies for the WWI Centenary

project at The Tower of London. The team are hard at work

slabbing, stamping and putting together individual poppies to

be sold by The Tower to raise millions of pounds for charity. 

Royal British Legion Talk about WWI 6 November Alan

Knowles: The Outlines of The Great War, Exploring the Overall

Views and Misconceptions. 6.30pm at The Crown & Cushion .

Tickets (inc finger buffet) £10 members (£11 non-

members/£5 U16s & members of the cadet forces) from Mike

Dixon at West Street Newsagents in Chipping Norton,

642032 or Steve Kingsford 01295 780558..

County Regiment Goes to War Simon Harris is giving a

talk at 6pm on 11 November at the Oxfordshire Museum in

Woodstock. Tickets from the Museum (£15 inc refreshments).

This coincides with the centenary of a less famous 11/11 – a

wet and foggy day when the Ox and Bucks Light Infantry

drove back the Prussian Guard in the First Battle of Ypres in

1914, halting the German attack on the town. 

Princess opens museum On 25 September, The Princess

Royal officially opened the brand new £3m Soldiers of

Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock in the grounds of the

current museum on Park Street. It houses a collection

including weapons, clothing, and regimental silver from the

county’s two regiments, (Oxfordshire Yeomanry and

Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry). Visitors can

learn about this important part of our county’s heritage and

how its people have been affected by conflicts across the

world as well as read numerous personal memories in letters

and diaries. More details at www.sofo.org.uk.

Remembering at St Mary's 
On Sunday 2 November at 3pm all are welcome to attend

our annual service when we remember by name, loved ones

who have died, especially those we have lost in the last year.

It is a service of thanksgiving for their lives with an

opportunity to light a candle in remembrance. Please inform

Emma in the Church Office (tel: 646202; email:

office@stmaryscnorton.com) of the name of anyone to be

remembered by name during the service. 

We are very excited at St Mary’s to be able advertise for

a new Youth Worker to start in the New Year and we look

forward to seeing how this new Youth Worker will be able to

serve the young people in the Town.
Jo Graves



3

LOCAL NEWS

Town to buy Police Station?
In September the News reported the idea suggested by Chipping
Norton Mayor Mike Tysoe and the Town Council of acquiring the
old Police Station for the Town – and possibly moving the Town
Museum there as part of a new community centre. On 30
September two meetings in the Town Hall debated the issues. 

History Society votes narrowly for move First the

History Society, which runs the Museum above Beales on

Topside, met the Mayor and Town Councillors to debate a

proposed move to the Police Station, built in 1865. The Mayor

gave a presentation, including photos and floor plans, and put

forward the pros and cons of the Town Council taking on the

ownership of the building. Two History Society committee

members with opposing views then gave their opinions.

Disadvantages aired included its location away from the town

centre and whether sufficient volunteers could be found to

staff the bigger museum. Advantages included the Police

Station’s larger floor area, the disabled access and toilets

which are already in place, and room for a cafe at a future

date. It was pointed out that the Museum’s current lease from

the Co-op had some years to run. Members of the History

Society then voted – narrowly – in favour of the principle of

a possible move by the Museum to the former Police Station 

Public back investigation to purchase Immediately

following this the Town Hall was packed for the public

meeting to discuss whether there was support for the Town

Council to consider buying the Police Station. Mayor Mike

Tysoe first read out a letter from former Mayor Martin Jarratt.

In it he reminded us that the Town had already ‘lost’ to public

access some fine historic buildings, including Bliss Mill and

recently the War Memorial Hospital. All are part of the Town’s

history as is the Police Station. The Mayor gave his

presentation again and led a discussion on the various ways

the purchase could be achieved: selling ‘bricks’, lottery

funding/bank loans/mortgages etc. The building is not in fact in

much danger of being demolished but it could pass in to

private hands once Thames Valley Police put it up for sale. As

well as the Museum, there is room for a visitor information

centre, café and two apartments on the first floor which could

be rented, thus providing income. Scout leader Ian Bushrod

said the local children enjoyed visiting the Museum in the

Police Station, with its original cells and Victorian features, and

its future should be assured for them. The meeting ended with

a show of hands with almost everyone present in favour of

the Town Council investigating ways of buying the Police

Station for the Town. The Town Council will now need to do

detailed feasibility work on financial case, funding, ownership

and usage options, as well as seeking collaboration with

potential partners and developers. 

Seven days a week surgeries?
Could we be heading for seven-day-week doctors’

appointments in Chipping Norton? At this year’s

Conservative Conference PM (and Witney MP) David

Cameron promised £400m to help GP surgeries in England

open seven days a week. The Witney MP said he would

‘ensure’ everyone could see a GP at a weekend by 2020. But

Oxfordshire’s GPs have reacted by saying this will be of little

use unless the Government can solve current problems,

including recruitment of new GPs and their heavy workload.

Some Oxford GPs have apparently invited the PM to come

and spend the morning seeing the pressure on doctors. In

Chipping Norton Tony Love, practice manager at the White

House Surgery, told the News, ‘It’s a very big aspiration with

little detail. We are fine in Chipping Norton but there is a

wider a recruitment crisis; there just aren’t GPs coming into

the system. It’s no longer seen as an attractive profession

because funding is going down all the time. The workload is

forever increasing; we are almost at breaking point’. In a

survey of 200 Oxfordshire surgeries this year, 71 per cent said

one or more GPs had ‘burn-out due to increasing and

unsustainable pressure of work’. Regarding possible seven-day

opening in Chippy, Tony Love said they would need to wait for

more details on how it would be funded. 

Chippy’s Christmas Evening
Chipping Norton hopes to see

a late night shopping Christmas

evening this year from 5.30–

8pm on Thursday 4 December.

Justin Alderslake from Mash on

Topside is organising the event

with lots of support from

fellow town centre businesses.

He promises ‘lots of festive

merriment going on

throughout the Town’ with a

hog roast, a town awash with

mulled wine and mince pies,

Christmas trees on sale and the

Chipping Norton singers

‘belting out tunes’. This should be a great opportunity to treat

yourself or loved ones to something special for Christmas.

Justin aims for as many shops as possible to be open providing

a lovely welcome to all customers and visitors. 

(And don’t forget that Pat Lake will need helping hands to put up
our twinkling Town Christmas Trees at the end of November (see
Letters p35 – ed)

Mystery smell around town
A mystery was solved when a nasty smell recently wafted

around in September around the Over Norton Road and

Horsefair. Apparently the sewers under the old hospital site

have been the culprits, as tree roots have gradually ruptured

some of the underground pipes several feet down.

Contractors have been round to fix it all although

investigation and repair appeared to be hampered by

difficulties opening the locked gate to the site. Meanwhile still
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no news of anyone buying the site which has planning

permission for houses.

No buses to Aldi
The proposed Aldi

store on Banbury Road

may now not be

accessible by public

transport. This has been

accepted by West

Oxfordshire’s Uplands

Planning Committee. A

condition of the

planning approval was

that Aldi construct a

footpath from the rear

of their proposed store

across a landscaped

strip to the new

hospital, so linking with

the terminus of the X8

route, and through to

the London Road S3 bus stop. This was required by Oxford-

shire County Council, which owns the land over which this

path would be constructed. 

However, it subsequently transpired that a High Court

decision of 2009 in effect prevents the Council from allowing

a footpath or cycle link across this landscaping strip, because

this would amount to a breach of the earlier transfer of the

Cromwell Park land itself. The owners of Cromwell Park

(Country Estates Ltd) have not relaxed their objection to

such a footway/cycleway, so OCC have accepted that it is

currently not possible to deliver this link.

Instead the condition will now require Aldi to make a

financial contribution of £35,000 to Oxfordshire County

Council so that the Council can itself improve accessibility to

the store for non-car users. How exactly this is to be achieved

is not yet known

Councillor Geoff Saul supported and proposed

acceptance of this revised arrangement to the Committee on

the basis that it allowed Aldi to proceed with construction of

the new store (the principle of which had already been

accepted) while at the same time allowing OCC to use the

financial contribution in whatever way can best improve non-

car access. In a letter to residents and business owners who

had contacted him about the application, Cllr Saul explained,

‘A footway leading through to the London Road and its bus

services is in my opinion still the best solution for accessibility

to the store and so I requested that OCC should (if it proves

to be at all possible) spend the financial contribution on

delivering a suitable footpath/cyclepath link between the

Banbury Road and the London Road. The Committee agreed

to add this recommendation to the resolution and OCC have

indicated their willingness to explore options to achieve this.’

County Councillor Hilary Biles, who has also keeping the idea

of a path firmly on the agenda, told the News that she is going

to contact County Estates about the issues that are stopping

the footpath and see what is possible.

Bookshop celebrates 13 years

Jaffé & Neale Bookshop in Chipping Norton has just

celebrated its 13 years with a party for current and former

staff (pictured). Also last month there was an unexpected

boost for the shop when US author James Patterson donated

£5,000 to them – part of over £10,000 he is giving to six local

bookshops. The author of the Alex Cross series (Kiss the

Girls and Along came a Spider)

wants to inspire children to

read. He has sold more than 280

million books and promised to

give £250,000 to UK

independent bookshops if they

applied for grants. With the

donation Jaffé & Neale are

buying a van (a bit bigger than

the Lego version pictured here!) to tour festivals and schools

to help make books more accessible.

Who pays for Guildhall repairs?
There was a minor flutter at a recent Chipping Norton Town

Council meeting when it was reported that West Oxfordshire

District Council, who own The Guildhall, had sent an invoice

to the Town Council – whose main offices are there – to

contribute around £8,000 for vital repairs to the building.

However, it all appears to have been a mistake. The Town

Council do pay a regular fee for use of floor area and utilities

– but apparently have no legal obligation for repairs to the

building. This goes way back to an agreement when the

original ‘Borough’ divided its spoils between the new WODC

and the Town Council in a local government reorganisation.

Town panic over.

The proposed footpath cannot cross
the landscaped strip (arrowed)

between Hospital and Cromwell Park 
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ACE Centre ‘Outstanding’ again
The staff and children

at Chipping Norton’s

ACE Centre were

celebrating last

month following

another ‘Outstanding’

verdict from Ofsted

for their Nursery

School – making it

one of UK’s best. By

gaining ‘Outstanding’

for the fourth time in

a row – in 2006, 2008,

2011 and 2014 – the

ACE Nursery is now

ranked in the top 1% of providers of education for 3-5 year

olds in the entire country. In their evaluation the Ofsted

inspector commented on the ‘challenging and imaginative

activities’; the ‘adult expertise in talking to children…

supporting thinking skills and language development’; ‘the

outstanding behaviour of children’ and the ‘outstanding’

achievement of all pupils, with the most able meeting goals

‘that would normally be expected by the end of Reception’; as

well as the ‘excellent liaison between nursery and the

children’s centre’ in supporting families. Helen Ruff, the ACE

Centre’s Headteacher, said, ‘This result is marvellous

recognition of the skills, sustained hard work and dedication

that the entire ACE Centre team puts into their work with

children and families week in, week out, sometimes in the face

of huge challenges. I am immensely proud of the great practice

developed with past colleagues, over many years as a centre

of excellence, and the skills and fresh perspectives which our

new team will continue to contribute as we move forward as

a Nursery school and training centre.’

Chris Malone, Oxfordshire County Council Foundation

Years Manager, said: ‘I wish that my three children were young

enough to attend The Ace Centre! Each time that I visit, I feel

inspired. This is a fantastic achievement and is testimony to

the high quality early education offered to children and

families in Chipping Norton and the surrounding area’.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for

Children, Education and Families, Melinda Tilley, said: ‘I am

delighted that The ACE Centre nursery school has been

recognised again by Ofsted as offering outstanding early

education. The centre’s contribution to early education in

Oxfordshire is highly valued.’ Chipping Norton’s District

Councillor Laetisia Carter said ‘Huge congratulations to the

ACE Centre for the recent Outstanding Ofsted rating. A

particularly excellent achievement in what has been a difficult

couple of years and a huge community backed campaign to

keep the excellent ACE Centre open. Still outstanding despite

uncertainty and threat of closure. Great news for all of us!’ 

ChippyBiz Talk
The next talk for Chipping Norton businesses, organised by

Experience Chipping Norton, will be on Thursday 6

November from 6-8pm at the Cotswolds Club golf club. The

Chief Executive of the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise

Partnership Nigel Tipple is the guest speaker. Contact

info@experiencechippingnorton.com.

Construction work hots up!
Construction projects are now well under way all round

Chipping Norton. Leading the way with major new buildings

under construction are the new Vets (Banbury Road) pictured

above and the GP surgery (London Road) – below. Both are

due to move in early next year. Meanwhile the Co-op

supermarket building is being extended – with the new car

park recently opened

and the old one a

building site with

shoppers seeming

impressed by the

changes.. Finally, on the

housing front, demolition

work has begun at

Penhurst to prepare for

over 100 new home

units, and the

replacement for

Churchill House has

started. So it looks like the construction industry will be one

of the biggest town employers for some time.

Lido secures major grant
The Lido is delighted to announce it has been successful in its

application to Sport England for a grant to enable the

comprehensive refurbishment of the pool lining. A fabulous

achievement and a fitting end to The Lido’s tenth year of

operation as a charitable organisation, the Voluntary

Committee of Trustees is confident the work will set the

facility in good stead for the next ten years and beyond. The

Committee is immensely grateful to Kate Ward, whose

assistance was, and is, invaluable to the project, together with

the support and essential knowledge provided by the

Manager, Liz Cooke. This is a major undertaking that should

benefit the Town and the wider community for many years to

come, so The Lido will be looking to the community for

support in the coming months. Contact us via

info@chippylido.co.uk for more information and/or visit

www.chippylido.co.uk, Twitter (@ChippyLido) or Facebook

(ChippyLido) for further updates.
Claire Williamson



6

LOCAL NEWS

Local Plan: still more delay
Finalising West Oxfordshire’s Local Plan – including its

housing sites – has been further delayed. It seems the draft

proposals were rather more controversial than the Council

expected. The Council wrote to those who had made

comments on the consultation draft during the summer,

saying ‘The large volume of responses and the fact that some

representations have raised technical issues which require

further work, evaluation and discussions with relevant parties,

means that it will not be possible to report the final draft

version of the Local Plan to Cabinet and Council in October

2014 which had been the original intention. Pending further

detailed analysis of the comments received, a new timetable

will be agreed and we will notify you as soon as possible.’

Still not enough housing for 2029?
It seems that the proposals for Witney and Carterton have

proved most controversial, but the overarching concern of

many, including adjacent councils, was the intention of the

Draft Plan to allocate land for fewer new homes than the

housing need identified for the District in the countywide

Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). The

Examination into Cherwell’s Local Plan was stopped on its

first day earlier this year because it also failed to meet the

housing need identified in the SHMA. On the other hand, the

credibility of the SHMA is being challenged. The Council for

the Protection of Rural England were so concerned about the

number of homes this report said were needed in the County

that the organisation commissioned its own study, which

concluded that the SHMA was unsound and unsustainable and

will increase greenfield use but not meet housing needs. 

Concerns raised in Chippy
Here in Chipping Norton, 25% of respondents agreed and

44% disagreed with the allocation in the Draft Plan of 1,450

new homes across the sub-area, citing loss of character, lack

of infrastructure and extra traffic as concerns. The main

proposal for 500 homes at East Chipping Norton was met

with support from 25% of respondents and disagreement

from 30% of respondents. Most comments from local people

related to the need to secure necessary infrastructure, ideally

before the development proceeds. Others commented that

there should be more detailed information on the master plan

at this stage to enable the impact of the development to be

assessed. The Town Council’s response was printed in full in

last month’s issue and, in brief, amounted to support for the

housing policies in the Draft Plan.

But 5-year supply could be OK
This delay could make it more difficult for the District

Council to resist further speculative applications. However, in

a move designed to clarify at least one matter in this complex

planning tangle, just before October’s Public Inquiry into the

refusal of permission to build 60 homes at Churchill Road,

West Oxfordshire granted outline permission for 700 homes

at Carterton East, despite heavy opposition to this proposal

in the Draft Local Plan consultation. The Council’s officers

now consider that they can argue that West Oxfordshire has

more than a 5-year supply of deliverable housing land and so,

in this respect at least, is less vulnerable to such speculative

applications. Chippy District Councillor Geoff Saul explains,

‘Even though the Draft Local Plan is not yet adopted, some

weight can now be given to WODC’s ‘saved’ planning policies

carried over from the previous 2011 Local Plan. It should

therefore be more difficult now for speculative builders and

developers to take an inappropriate greenfield site on the

edge of Chipping Norton (for example) and argue that in the

absence of a 5-year Housing Land Supply there should be an

automatic presumption in favour of development.’ The News
will continue to report on progress of the Local Plan.

Rumblings over pub noise
The Witney Gazette
reported in

October that The

Chequers in

Churchill, which is

soon to add a new

beer garden, has had

some grumpy neigh-

bours complaining

about noise and

antisocial behaviour.

The village’s local

Councillor Neil Owen was reported as saying he’d stopped

drinking there nine months ago and that ‘it was the wrong

sort of pub in the wrong place’, was like ‘Chipping Norton’s

own Bullingdon Club’ and seems to have attracted ‘Hooray

Henrys’. Manager Peter Reed, however, was quoted as ‘hitting

back at the bitter attack’. There had been issues with local

residents following the application for planning permission for

the beer garden – but no action had been taken by police

despite complaints being made. He invited Cllr Owen to

come and look for himself and discover that ‘we are not evil

people’. Tom Astor, writing as a ‘local farmer and regular of

The Chequers’ wrote to the press that ‘complaints largely

emanated from new arrivals in the village’ and said ‘buying a

house next to a pub is probably unwise if a quiet life is

desired’. Village life continues.

New Hospital contact details
Chipping Norton War Memorial Community Hospital at

Russell Way (off London Road) has new telephone contact

details: Outpatient Department 01865 903333 and

Intermediate Care Unit 01865 903366.

Tank Farm site (highlighted) – ear-marked for 500 homes in the
Local Plan

CHIPPING NORTON
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Campaign for Rollright Pub
Great Rollright resident James Burrough has a battle on his

hands to bring the Unicorn pub back to life. James has a real

passion for this self-started campaign with a vision of the

building being restored to its former glory, having been closed

since around 1989 and now in a sorry state of disrepair. It

would host not only the village's favourite ales and food but

also potentially a shop, post office, a space for arts and crafts

and a friendly lounge for mums and dads to mingle over a

coffee after the school run. Since he started his facebook page

www.facebook.com/rollrightunicorn he has had over 400

likes which he said is ‘more than some working pubs have

received’! 

However, James has met resistance from the owners, the

Prindiville family to sell at a commercially realistic price given

renovation costs and now a structural survey of the Unicorn

by West Oxfordshire District Council costing up to £10,000

is due. Carys Davies,WODC spokeswoman said ‘It has

unfortunately deteriorated over the years and we have been

monitoring its state and have taken action on a number of

occasions to seek to safeguard its future. We are now looking

into further options, which is why we are carrying out an

additional survey so that whatever is proposed the full costs

and consequences are clearly identified’. James feels that in its

current condition the pub is worth very little given the cost

of renovation compared to the market value of similar up and

running pubs in the area, but there could be options for

development at the rear, possibly making some sort of deal

work for both buyers and the family owners. It sounds like a

meeting of minds and a sensible commercial approach is

needed, but James certainly appears to have his work cut out.

In the meantime, the Unicorn campaign is getting the wind in

its sails with plenty of local support and James really feels that

Great Rollright is in desperate need of the pub again as a

community focal point. We'll be keeping up with James to see

how he gets on.

Sainsbury’s: no to camera plan
It would appear that Sainsbury’s supermarket in Chipping

Norton are no longer going to commission the camera

number plate recognition scheme and Sainsbury’s have

instructed Euro Car Parks to de-install it and the (human)

attendant was to be put back in action. Neighbour Roger

Backhaus (as reported in the News) had objected because he

and his guests have right of way over the car park to their

property and were concerned about privacy. Apparently this

is the only Sainsbury’s car park in the country with a right of

way across it. Roger told the News ‘Camera has been

removed. Alec has his job back. A small victory for common

sense.’

Theatre’s 40th Birthday Auction 
Chipping Norton Theatre held a successful and lively Gala

Auction on 10 October. The stalls were full, with people

standing, as bidders were entertained first by Adrian Chiles,

popular sports commentator, who introduced proceedings,

and then by Sam Butler, an auctioneer whose fast, glib patter,

and engaging chat lured punters into parting with their money.

He professionally worked the audience to get the highest

amount of money for 53 of the lots with Adrian Chiles playing

auctioneer to the last two. The lots were varied; a week’s

accommodation for four in Jamaica (excluding travel) went

for £1,000 and a bespoke trilby for £160. By our News team

reporter’s reckoning, a grand total of just over £8,500 in bids

alone was raised during the evening. The bubbly and canapés,

readily available before proceedings, had succeeded in

loosening purse strings and whether you were bidding or not,

helped to make the evening very enjoyable.

Coffee and cakes galore
Chipping Norton joined

in on Saturday 27

September to the

World’s Greatest Coffee

Morning – in aid of

Macmillan Cancer

Support. In the national

event everyone and

anyone is invited to

organise a coffee

morning to raise money

– last year over 150,000

events were held round

the country, raising over

£20m. Lisa from the gift

shop Bippity Boo (next

to the Theatre Box

Office) and Charlotte

from Charlotte’s

Bespoke Catering organised it again this year in the Theatre

Bar and offered a wonderful supply of gorgeous cakes and

cookies. They and all the supporters helped raise £792

(beating last year’s figure!) and Lisa told the News that she was

delighted with the help and support she had from everyone.

Kingham houses refused
A planning application to build 16 houses on land south of

Church Street in Kingham has been refused by the elected

members of the WODC Uplands Planning Committee in spite

of planning officers recommending approval. Before the

planning meeting, local press had reported concerns amongst

locals about potential pollution and poison. The Cotswold
Journal had reported that the land is a former landfill site and

gravel pit which was infilled partly with household refuse. The

reports suggested that the site has been found to have

arsenic, mercury, and lead levels that exceed government

safety guidelines. The planning application acknowledged that

Unicorn campaigner James Burrough pictured outside the
disused pub
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there is known ‘contamination’ on the land, and that there is

‘land where contamination is suspected for all or part of the

site’. The proposal was for eight ‘market value’ units and eight

‘social rented housing’ with a total of 47 parking spaces. The

site would also have required a new public road within it.

West St surgery housing plan
With the West Street

Surgery moving to new

premises off London Road,

the property has been up

for sale. A planning

application has been now

submitted, by a company

called Gentian Properties

Ltd, to convert the

Surgery into houses. They

propose to remove some

of the surgery buildings

added in the 1980s,

restore the two original

houses fronting West Street, add a house at the rear and a flat

over the existing shop, which would be halved in size. Little

change to the front elevation is proposed other than a

modified shop front. The buildings are listed and are believed

originally to have been three houses, dating from the 17th

century, and re-fronted around 1730.

NHS meeting in Town
In April the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group held

a public meeting in Chipping Norton Town Hall to get the

views of the public on the subject of mental health, in

particular dementia, in the elderly. Such was the interest

shown that a second meeting has been organised, this time to

discuss preventive healthcare and health inequalities,

considered priorities by the Commissioners. Among the

questions to be addressed are:

• How effective is health screening?

• Why are some postcodes much healthier than others?

• Can our education system contribute to improving our

health?

• What part can our councils (WODC and OCC) play?

• What can we all do as individuals to improve our own

health?

The Patients and Public Forum is holding a meeting in

Chipping Norton Town Hall on Wednesday, 12 November at

7.30pm, to attempt, with your help, to answer these difficult

questions.

Phone Co-op in the news
True to its ethical business approach as a co-operative and

employer, the Chipping Norton-based Phone Co-op has been

shortlisted by the Living Wage Foundation for the Living Wage

Champion Awards 2014. A living wage, currently £8.80 an

hour in Greater London and £7.65 elsewhere, is an hourly

rate set independently and updated annually. It makes a real

difference to families and communities. ‘Work’, says the Co-

op, ‘should be the surest way out of poverty’.

The Phone Co-op has also become the UK’s exclusive

mobile provider of the Fairphone ethical smartphones for no

up-front cost on pay-monthly contracts. Announcing the

development, the Phone Co-op’s Chief Executive Vivian

Woodell, said ‘Our partnership with Fairphone means we are

able to build on our reputation by supplying what must be the

most ethical mobile handset on the market’. Built with

conflict-free minerals in a factory with a worker-controlled

welfare fund, the Android-based Fairphone stands out from

handsets made by competitors. The Fairphone handset is

available to individuals from £22 (including VAT) a month from

The Co-operative Mobile, and £21.50 (excluding VAT) from

The Cooperative Business Telecoms.

Help Hospice outreach team
Helen & Douglas House children’s hospices are asking

individuals, churches, community groups, schools and

businesses in Chipping Norton to get together and help the

Town raise £2,000 to support the charity’s Community

Outreach Nursing Team. They hope that each individual or

organisation will raise a minimum of £100 by running an

activity or having a collection tin. This money will help provide

vital outreach nursing care and support for children with life-

shortening conditions, providing a link with the hospice and

other health care professionals, and making sure the family

gets the best care possible. Anyone wishing to take part in The

Big Town Challenge should contact Alison Hooker,

Community Fundraiser, by emailing

ahooker@helenanddouglas.org.uk or calling 01295 678321.

The Helen & Douglas House shop in Chipping Norton’s

Market Place, also has a fantastic range of Christmas Cards

and Christmas Raffle tickets with a first prize of £3,000.

New album from The Retros
Hot news for The Retros’ many local fans: the Chipping

Norton band, well known at Town Hall and festival gigs,

scheduled the release of a new album In Our DNA in

October, to be followed two weeks later by a single release

and appearances on TV programmes such as ‘Top of the

Pops’ and ‘Never Mind the Buzzcocks’. Thirty years of playing

classic vintage tracks has not dimmed The Retros’ music or

their fame. Fans say that their performances retain their

youthful passion that gets audiences to join in and let their

hair down. Notable successes include getting thousands to

dance in the streets during the Town’s Jubilee celebrations, a

corporate gig in Hong Kong, and a recent appearance in a

Cirque-type extravaganza. The band starts a theatre tour

next Spring. For more information, contact Alison Aitken,

APL, at 07973 488195 or www.theretros.co.uk or

www.facebook.com/retros1.
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Inspector hears Sharba Appeal
The pros and cons of building 60 homes off Churchill Road

were aired at a Public Inquiry starting on 14 October into

WODC’s refusal of planning permission. On the opening

morning twenty or so local people were out in force to show

opposition, including fourTown Councillors. Mayor Mike Tysoe

spoke on behalf of the Town, saying, ‘We are not NIMBYs in

Chippy. We have accepted the need for 1200 or so new

homes and we are very confident we have enough sites for

these without the need for this site, which is the wrong

development in the wrong place.’ 

Local residents, Steven Cooper and Les Kennett of Tilsley

Road and Trevor Hodkinson of Lord’s Piece Road, also spoke

against the proposal on matters of local views, increased

traffic, impact on the setting of Bliss Mill and local ecology. All

four speakers stood up very well to some aggressive cross-

examination by the developer’s QC. 

The Inspector explained that the main issues were

whether the benefits that the development would bring, such

as 50% affordable homes and a new permissive footpath on

the valley floor would outweigh the harm that would be

caused to the AONB, the conservation area and the setting of

the Grade ll* Bliss Mill. Both WODC and the developer called

expert planning, heritage and landscape witnesses and, as

Chippy News went to press, the debate looked set to continue

for several days. 

It was disappointing that WODC’s decision to approve

700 homes at East Carterton the previous week did not seem

to affect the agreement by both sides that the Council still did

not have a 5 year housing land supply. And it seems neither

the developers nor the Inspector were aware of the

Neighbourhood Plan, although it was agreed that it would

carry little weight at this stage.

Another Sharba plan opposed
At the same time as the Churchill Road Sharba Homes appeal

was in the news, a Milton-under-Wychwood Parish Council

meeting saw 150 villagers attending (believed to be a record)

to express their overwhelming concern at another proposal

by Sharba Homes to build 70 houses on the village outskirts.

All voices heard were objections except for the two

landowners involved in the Sharba proposal. A Chippy News
team member, cycling through the village in late September

noticed prominent signs outside many homes saying ‘No

Thanks’ to ‘Concreting over our Countryside’ so decided to

meet MUWAG (Milton under Wychwood Action Group)

Chairman, Oliver Chapple, to find out more. He told the News
that the Group now has a constitution and bank account

ready for fundraising to help fight the development should it

proceed to planning, along with a committee of nine including

a surveyor, landscape architect, and barrister all lending their

considerable and relevant skills to the cause. The local Scout

Group has also submitted a petition, an online petition has

over 311 signatories, and a further 310 written petitions all

against the development that constitutes, according to Oliver,

around half the population of the village. 

MUWAG's core objection (as with the Sharba plan in

Chippy) is the building on the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty (AONB). These are designated under the

provisions of the 1949 National Parks and Access to the

Countryside Act, in order to ‘secure their permanent

protection against development that would damage their

special qualities’. Oliver believes that the new housing would

be a major eyesore on this raised land and is also very

concerned with traffic problems on the narrow road through

the village which is already under strain from 44 extra-care

homes some of which are still under construction. Oliver also

feels that Sharba Homes are being opportunistic in Milton (as

in Chipping Norton), citing a lack of a final WODC Local Plan.

In these circumstances Government policy can sometimes

give priority to developers. Notwithstanding anything else this

seems to be a great example of a local community getting

together to rally for a common cause. The News has tried to

contact Sharba Homes for their views but to date has

received no response.

Award for Bledington hotel
The King’s Head in Bledington has won the ‘Nicely Priced’

award as one of 15 winners at the inaugural British Hotel

Awards by review company Sawday’s. Hotel expert Alastair
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Sawday said it was ‘the sort of inn that defines the country’

with stone walls, farm animals and an all year round fire!

Labour Councillors’ surgeries
Chipping Norton’s West Oxfordshire District Councillors

(Geoff Saul, Eve Coles and Laetisia Carter) will be holding

regular drop-in advice sessions from 5.30pm to 7pm on the

first Thursday of every month at the ground floor meeting

room of Bradley Saul Solicitors at 2 Market Street (next door

to Trev Beadle’s butcher’s shop). Next dates are 6 November

and 4 December, or you can contact Geoff Saul at

geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be

on offer and all are welcome. You can find out more about

what Labour Councillors are working on, what's going on and

to get in touch via their Facebook page ‘In touch with

Chipping Norton Labour Councillors’. 

Sylvia’s Life Membership 
The meeting on 9

October of the Chipping

Norton Friends of the

Blind was a highlight for

local club members when

Colin Cure, Director of

The Oxfordshire

Association for the Blind,

visited the group. He came

to present Sylvia

Greathead with Honorary

Life Membership of the

Association, in recognition

of services to

volunteering. For the past

eight years Sylvia has

produced a delicious lunch

for members at their fortnightly meeting. Clean plates tell

how much club members appreciate this. The Club meets at

Chadlington Village Hall and is always happy to welcome

visually impaired people. It is a small, friendly, mixed gender

group. Mary Gregory (810899) is the person to contact for

further information.

Auction for Cancer Research 
The Alternative Race for

Life in Hook Norton on

5 October was, as usual, a

great success with 146

people and dogs of all

ages enjoying racing and walking around the village to raise

£1,300 with more still coming in. Our thanks to Mick and

Amber at the Sun who provided the BBQ once again. Our

Charity Auction of Promises is being held on Friday 7

November at 7.30pm in the Sports and Social Club in Hook

Norton. We are fortunate in having Charlie Luxton as

auctioneer. Entrance is free and lots will include a football

themed kids’ party, 3-months subscription to Beer Bods,

photo shoots, artist’s drawing of your house, meal for two at

Pudding Club, ironing, MoT and service, autographed Sahara

Force India compression vest, your weight in beer, and many

more. We still welcome more and for further information

please call me on 645134.

Housing on Solar site 
Planning permission

has been granted by

West Oxfordshire

District Council for

nine 21/2 storey

houses on the site

of the former Solar

Designs building on

Station Road. Three

local residents had

objected to loss of privacy and the Town Council had also

expressed concerns about scale, design, and insufficient

residents’ car parking. The building, which the News
highlighted in a recent issue as having been empty for several

years, is owned by A2Dominion, a social housing provider, but

the nine homes will all be for sale. Local resident Paul

Burbidge reminisces about the history of the building on p11.

Sibford Christmas Fayre
Sibford School in Sibford Ferris will be holding its annual

Christmas Fayre on Friday 28 November. There will be a wide

range of stalls selling a variety of Christmas gifts … so it will

be the perfect place to shop. There will also be refreshments,

games and, of course, a visit from Santa. The Fayre opens at

2pm so come along early and beat the rush.

Latest on Chippy’s rubbish
The mounting

problem of fly-

tipping and

excess waste

piles in Chipping

Norton has

now seen West

O x f o r d s h i r e

e n fo rc e m e n t

officers taking

direct action.

After a volley of photos sent off by the Mayor, District

Councillors and residents, WODC officers came and spent

time at the recycling site in New Street Car park in October.

They were there all day on some Saturdays and Sundays –

which is when the influx happens – interviewing the public

and users of the recycling unit.  WODC’s Ady Coles told the

News that by going through many recently dumped rubbish

bags he found names and addresses to contact. He is also

following up on neighbours reporting car number plates of

suspected culprits. Fly-tipping is an offence with fines of up to

£50,000 or maximum imprisonment of five years. WODC has

prosecuted 22 people for fly-tipping related offences. A

further 14 people have been given £80 Fixed Penalty fines and

21 warning letters have been issued. Ady Cole said two

penalty notices and one warning letter applied to New Street

and more were on the way. People had also been interviewed

for prosecutions. A WODC environment officer said that

their action was all part of a ‘high impact project plan’, with a

press campaign which he hoped would spark enough

attention to discourage inconsiderate users and make them

think twice before fly-tipping. Those who bring inappropriateGraham Raven 
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materials to the New Street site (when officers are there) will

be dealt with accordingly. The interviews held in New Street

would also help ‘model future needs’. He thanked the public

and residents for being vigilant and stressed that he wanted

to continue to hear everyone’s views.

. . . but new tip is long way off
Chippy’s problem of fly-tipping and overflowing recycling bins

– now a continuing problem for West Oxfordshire District

Council – was aggravated by Oxfordshire County Council

refusing to replace Dean Pit Recycling Centre when they

closed it over three years ago after lobbying by local residents.

A costly two-hour round trip to the authorised tip is now

needed from Chippy. West Oxfordshire’s own idea of creating

a large recycling centre nearby has also been abandoned and

WODC nearly a year ago, asked the County to ‘review’ things

again. However, there’s not much progress. OCC’s Waste

Officer Rachel Burns told the News that the ‘review’ was in

progress (‘Currently work is ongoing to assess and

understand the catchment area and demand for each site’)

but as there were budget and finance issues, any replacement

would have to be part of a ‘long-term strategy’. There would

be no public consultation until at least the summer of 2015. It

seems that the ‘Dean Pit replacement’ ball has once more

been kicked gently into the long grass.

Mellstock Band are coming
... So be sure to

save the date

Saturday 6

December, when

the Friends of St

Mary’s Church

present the

Mellstock Band in

The Christmas
Hearth, a

costume show with Early Instruments, songs, and spoken

word in St Mary’s Church in Chipping Norton at 7.30pm.

Come and celebrate Christmas with a seasonal mix of jovial

songs, stirring dance music, and haunting carols accompanied

by mince pies and mulled wine. Tickets £15, concessions £12,

Family ticket £35 (2 adults + children), u16s £5; Tickets are

available from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop, Jo Graves (643976,

email jograves46@aol.com) or Church Office 646202.

Jo Graves

Chipping Norton Death Café
When and Where? Wednesday 19 November, 7–9pm,

Lower Town Hall, Chipping Norton. £3.50 donation to cover

costs. Ring 03454 501276 to book a place.

What should I expect? You can expect two hours of

comfortable and supportive space to discuss any aspect of

death and dying you choose.

A Death Café is a one-off event with no predetermined

agenda, and certainly no speakers. Just a promise of a warm

welcome, convivial company, and thought provoking

reflections, stories and views. Plus delicious cake will be

provided to help set the mood. This event is being hosted by

OxBeL (Oxfordshire Befriending for Life which is part of Age

UK Oxfordshire) and will be facilitated by Claire Turnham. A

wide range of people have come to our previous Death Cafés

including those who wish to reflect on a long past

bereavement, people who avoid talking about death with their

loved ones for fear of upsetting them, healthcare

professionals, and those who are just plain curious as to what

on earth a Death Café is! But please note a Death Café isn’t

recommended for the recently bereaved. There have been

more than 1,000 Death Cafés around the world in the last

three years. Find out more at www.deathcafe.com.

Joan Gardner, Age UK Oxfordshire

‘Lighting the Fire’ at CNS
'Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire'

WBYeats

How can ideas change your life? On

Saturday 22 November, Chipping Norton

School is organising an exciting event for

curious kids, parents, and teachers – to

listen, talk, and learn about how lives can

be changed by new ideas and how

learning can happen – to anyone,

anywhere. A programme of 15-minute

inspirational presentations will feature

outstanding speakers, talking about their lives, their work and

how they got to where they are today. Guests include Dame

Helena Kennedy, human rights lawyer and Principal of

Mansfield College, Oxford (pictured); Cecilia Macfarlane,

dance artist and founder of Oxford Youth Dance; physicist

Professor Peter Dobson OBE; Lucia Conconi, Formula One

engineer; and Professor Lesley Page, President of the Royal

College of Midwives. Chipping Norton students past and

present, will also be speaking. The day’s rich mix of food and

conversation will include a big sit-down lunch for speakers

and audience, meeting in a relaxed and fun atmosphere – just

part of a programme aimed to fire everyone up with the

confidence to do their own thing, whatever that may be. The

whole event will be broadcast live via the school website.

Polly Coles  

Don’t fry up Chippy fatbergs!
Left-over cooking fat and oil in kitchen waste can cause

problems in our sewers. In West Oxfordshire there have been

almost 1,500 ‘fatberg’ blockages in the last five years, resulting

in over 300 homes and gardens being flooded with sewage. In

April, there was traffic chaos in Oxford after a fatberg caused

part of a sewer to collapse and in September a fatberg the

length of a Boeing 747 aeroplane was discovered in sewers in

Shepherd’s Bush, London, after flooding occurred. 

Now West Oxfordshire District Council is tackling

‘fatbergs’ head-on by providing a service to collect and

recycle used cooking oil. The Council is one of only a few local

authorities to offer cooking oil recycling as part of household

collections. The waste is put to good use by turning it into

green energy, and the service helps to reduce the amount of

leftover cooking fat and oil being poured into sinks and drains

where it then solidifies and can form the putrid fatty masses,

known as fatbergs, which cause such serious problems in

sewer systems. While cooking oil is regularly collected from

restaurants and chip shops across the UK, kerbside recycling

collections are uncommon. 
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Cllr David Harvey,

the District Council’s

Cabinet Member for

Environment, urged

everyone to make use

of the recycling service.

He said, ‘It is very simple

– fat can be left to cool

and, when hardened,

scrape it into your food

waste recycling bin.

Cooled, leftover oil can

be poured into a clear

plastic bottle and put

out next to your

kerbside recycling

boxes on collection

days.’

Methodist Tree Festival
After four very successful years the Christmas Tree Festival is

back again at Chipping Norton Methodist Church. It will be

opened by the Mayor on Thursday 4 December at 6pm. It is

then open on Friday 5 December from 2pm until 8pm. On

Saturday 6 December it is open from 10am until 8pm and

then on Sunday from 1–5pm. There will be about 60

Christmas trees beautifully decorated and several stalls

downstairs selling cakes, crafts, preserves, and also

refreshments. If you would like to decorate a tree please

contact Lesley Sutherland on 678991. We have been very

grateful for all your support in the past and we are looking

forward to another successful year.

Martin Hannant

Mind Wellbeing Service
Oxfordshire Mind continues to run a group in Chipping

Norton on Tuesdays 12.30-3.30pm at Glyme Hall, off Burford

Road. Two workers from Mind are there to give advice and

support to those who suffer from mental health problems or

who may be isolated and lonely. You can just pop in for a chat

and a cuppa in a welcoming informal environment. Also, some

people are referred to us by a carer or GP and may require

one-off information about mental health issues for themselves

or a friend, or may want to become regular members. We

recognise that one of the hardest things to do can be to step

through the door for the first time but that it can be well

worth the effort to do so. On Tuesdays we have regular

activities such as relaxation, discussion of issues in the news,

music appreciation, quizzes, art and Scrabble – one recent

game involved four pairs in a lively battle! Since September

the Friday group (1.30–3.30pm downstairs at the Old Mill

Café) has been run by peer support. That is to say we don’t

have a Mind worker present any more. So far this new régime

has panned out successfully with stimulating conversation in a

relaxed atmosphere. Usually about five people attend but we

hope that this new group dynamic will go from strength to

strength, so do give us a try. Some folk also go to other Mind

groups in Witney and Banbury. For more information either

come along to one of our sessions or call the Oxford office

(01865 247788) or email info@oxfordshire-mind.org.uk.

Richard Dixon

Screen by the Green
On Saturday 8 November the film The Grand Budapest Hotel
is showing at Churchill & Sarsden Village Hall, cert 15. The

Grand Budapest Hotel is the very definition of opulence in

1932 and the man with the task of keeping the guests happy

is the legendry concierge Monsieur Gustave (Ralph Fiennes).

The movie is ‘like a giant, elaborately decorated and delicious

cake with the words of the script sprinkled like gold dust all

over it’. Starts at 7.30pm, £4.50 pay on the door or book via

659903. More at screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com

Game is back on the menu!
The beginning of October

saw the game season

starting – with Chippy’s local

butchers all stocking up. At

Wild Thyme restaurant in

New Street, Sally reports

that regulars start asking at

the beginning of September

‘when will game be back on

the menu?’ Venison,

partridge, and pheasant, all

locally sourced, are now

back on Wild Thyme’s menu.

Chef Nick has created

dishes including: pigeon

breast en croute with

autumn truffle and plum jus;

salt cured Wychwood

venison with celeriac

remoulade; and roasted

partridge with ravioli and puy lentils, savoy cabbage, bacon

lardons and Madeira cream game jus.

Wild Thyme are also planning for Christmas when they

get lots of party bookings, often for people on their annual

pilgrimage to the Panto at Chipping Norton Theatre. The

restaurant is now bookable for groups of up to 35 to take

over the whole restaurant (or up to 14 in the Garden Room).

All the menus can be seen at www.wildthymerestaurant.co.uk.

To book contact 645060. 

Sally and Nick are also planning some changes. Sally told

the News, ‘After six years at Wild Thyme, we feel the time has

come to ring the changes a little so 2015 will see some

changes in our appearance, with an exciting new partnership

with a local artist, refurbishment of the restaurant and

changes to our lunchtime offering. Of course guests will still

enjoy the same great standard of food and service that they

have come to expect from Wild Thyme’.

Concert for Teenage Cancer
Sing/songwriter Vikki Clayton is coming out of retirement at

last to perform for Teenage Cancer Trust. The concert will be

at Chipping Norton School on Friday 14 November. This is

the first time in many years that Vikki’s stunning voice will

have been heard in this part of the world where she has so

many fans and it is a wonderful opportunity to hear this very

popular musician. Tickets at £14 are available from

liztravelling@gmail.com or on 645511. All proceeds from the

concert and the bar will go to Teenage Cancer Trust.

Cllr Harvey pictured next to the oil
tanker at Witney where it is sorted

and turned into green energy

Nick & Sally at Wild Thyme
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Tree protection agreed
Following a request

to West

Oxfordshire District

Council, a

provisional Tree

Preservation Order

has been placed on

trees on the land at

the back of Foxfield

Court at the top

end of Chipping

Norton. The land

forms a sloping bank

with trees and

shrubland behind

the recently built cul-de-sac. It backs on to the open land

leading to Tank Farm and also next to the Lido garden at the

rear. There have apparently been concerns over the future of

this land – including the idea that it might be used for more

housing development. The WODC Uplands Planning

Committee paper states, ‘the order was made following

concerns by local residents that the area affected may have

been about to be cleared’ and that this was to ‘exercise a

degree of control over trees at the site pending further

investigations and discussions about the future of the land’ . .

. that ‘letters of support have been submitted from some local

residents’ and that objections have been received from the

landowner. The Preservation Order is provisional and for a

six-month period.

Meditation evenings
The Akanishta Kadampa Buddhist Centre is based in

Cheltenham and holds meditation evenings in various

towns around Cheltenham, including Chipping Norton.

These introductory meditation classes are suitable for

everyone, regardless of background or previous experience.

They are designed to give a broad introduction to Buddhist

meditation and practice. The classes combine guided

meditations with practical spiritual advice which can be

applied as a method to deal with stress and everyday

problems. Everyone is welcome. More information is

available on: info@meditationincheltenham.org.uk.

Meditation evenings are held in Chipping Norton at 7.30pm

on Monday evenings at Glyme Hall. The dates for

November are 3, 10, 17, 24, and for December 1, 8.

Barbara Kennedy

Halloween at Fairytale Farm
Fairytale Farm near Chipping

Norton will be turning down

the lights and switching on the

scares with a special

Halloween event aimed at

older children and adults. The

event is called Nightmare Farm

and sees the fairytale come to

an end when the Enchanted

Walk is turned into a giant

outdoor horror maze with live

actors prowling around with only one thing on their mind: to

terrify visitors! The horror maze is based around the legend

of Southcombe Abbey, which reputedly stood on the site of

Fairytale Farm, but was destroyed by fire several hundred

years ago. The ghosts of the lost souls still haunt the

Enchanted Walk after dark, but only on 31 October and 1 &

2 November each year. A monk, who guards the site of the

abbey at Halloween each year, will help take visitors to safety,

but it means walking right through the middle of the most

haunted part of the site. Can you make it from one end of the

Enchanted Walk to the other without screaming? The walks

will be approximately every 20 minutes between 6.30pm and

10pm on three evenings from 31 October to 2 November. A

separate event is the less scary child-friendly Halloween fun

from 10am to 5pm with free games and activities for younger

children. Admission to each event is £5 for adults and £4.75

for children and OAPs, with family tickets at £17. More at

www.fairytalefarm.co.uk

Lawrence Team update
So far this year Lawrence Home Nursing Team has provided

care for 47 patients. This represents 404 visits and a total of

2,172 hours of hands-on nursing care. The service continues

because of support from the community and as always our

thanks go to all those who have contributed to our

fundraising efforts. In particular this month a big Thank You to

the staff and customers of the Red Lion who raised £1,000;

Tom Overbury and Nick Fox whose sponsored cycle ride to

Barcelona has raised £1,355 so far; and the members of a

small chamber music ensemble who raised £140 at a concert

in Charlbury. LHNT Christmas Cards are now on sale at the

following venues: Jaffé & Neale and Harpers in Chippy; Adam’s

Stores in Enstone; The Book Shop in Woodstock; Charlbury

Surgery and Charlbury Dental Surgery in the Spendlove

Centre. There will be a stall at the Charlbury Memorial Hall

on Saturday 8 November and Saturday 6 December. Anyone

who has problems finding supplies please contact Annette

Lawrence on 677691. The end of the year brings an

opportunity to think about the many people cared for by

LHNT over the years and to remember them at the Candles

of Remembrance event in Chippy Town Hall on Friday 19

December at 7pm. Wrap up warm and come and join us.

Alice Burns

SEE THE NEW YEAR IN
at 

THE CROWN & CUSHION
Full Hot & Cold Buffet ~ Disco

Champagne at Midnight ~ and More .....
ONLY £39.95 per person

Booking Essential ~ call 01608 642533

Trees at the back of Foxfield Court
preserved for six months
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Waxing with Walters
Showing the growing strength of Chipping

Norton as a place to do business, another

therapist has just moved into the new

facility opened earlier this year in New

Street. Helen Walters had been running

Smoothas, a waxing service for both

women and men, in Chipping Campden,

but the Chipping Norton Therapy Rooms

offered her the chance to return to

Chippy, where she was born and bred. Previously a veterinary

nurse, Helen then trained as a beauty therapist and worked

for a salon before setting up on her own. Waxing is her

specialism but she also offers threading and semi-permanent

eyelash extensions. The move has worked out well. ‘It's a great

location,’ she says, ‘and I'm pleased to say that a lot of clients

have followed me here, many having travelling quite a

distance!’ Helen can be contacted through the Smoothas

website: www.smoothas.co.uk.

Yoga down the pub
A curious combination? Humorous choice? Think again! Some

new yoga and mindfulness sessions are starting at The Chequers

in Chipping Norton. yogaunlimited is bringing two new one-hour

classes on Wednesday mornings to the Chequers in Goddard’s

Lane. An 8 week mindfulness course will follow in early 2015. For

those with some experience, join Hugh Poulton (01869 349335

hugh@yogaunlimited.co.uk) from 9.30-10.30 and for beginners

join Sarah Haden (07989 414702 sarah@sarahhaden.com) from

10.30–11.30. £10 per class.

Amnesty talk on human rights
Terry Davis, five years Secretary General of The Council of Europe,

will talk to the local Amnesty International  group at an extra meeting

in November The subject of his talk will be The Human Rights work

of the Council of Europe. The Council founded, in 1948, has 47

member countries, and its conventions form the basis of international

work on human rights across Europe and Terry Davis is a committed

to its principles.  This is of current interest as the Prime Minister

proposes to withdraw the UK from the European Convention on

Human Rights. The talk is 7 for 7.30pm at 20 November at 11 Church

Street, Chipping Norton. Call 643691 if you would like to go.

Following this, the local AI Group are reaffirming their commitment

to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on its anniversary 10

December. For details visit  www.amnesty.org.uk/chippingnorton or

call Priscilla Peace, 01451 830459.

Local history for Oxfam
A crowd of local

historians were to be

seen queuing outside

the Oxfam Bookshop

in Chipping Norton’s

Market Place when it

opened its doors on

Saturday 27

September. They

were eager to peruse

and buy from a wonderful collection of over 500 specialist

books and pamphlets donated to Oxfam. Coming from local

village history societies to see the gems on sale, ranging in

price from £1.99 to £40, the customers left satisfied at having

at long last found that much sought after volume to complete

their collection. The shop is very grateful for the donation of

local history books which have now not only found

appreciative new homes, but also generated significant income

for Oxfam’s causes. If you have similar large donations – of

books, vinyl, CDs or DVDs – but cannot manage to bring

them into the shop please call 644850 and the staff will be

pleased to arrange to collect them.

Police and crime update
This month’s update is from PC Mick Anderton and from local
press reports
It’s Halloween – High visibility police patrols are out and

about for Halloween at the end of October, looking for

antisocial behaviour. People are warned not to open doors if

you are unsure who is there, and trick or treaters are warned

that their actions might have consequences.

Catalytic converter thefts – there have been several

instances of catalytic converters being stolen from 4x4

vehicles across West Oxfordshire including in Charlbury,

Chipping Norton and Milton-under-Wychwood. The incidents

occurred in the week of 22 to 29 September. Call 101 with

any suspicions. 

Car thief out and about – a thief tried stealing a blue Isuzu

in early October on Over Norton Road and on the same

night number plates were stolen from a Volvo in Hailey Road.

Survey of local concerns – while the results for Chipping

Norton specifically were still awaited, surveys of residents in

local areas say people generally feel safe and there are few



Valerie Newey 1936-2014
Diston’s Lane resident

and long standing member

of the Chipping Norton
News team, Valerie Newey,

died on 20 September,

during a routine visit to

the Churchill Hospital for

the treatment that helped

with the progressive

illness she had been

battling for many years.

Typically she had taken

herself off to Oxford by

bus, refusing to follow her

daughter’s advice and

order a taxi. She died

elegantly and bravely, as

she had lived, and as she

wanted.

Valerie cut a glamorous figure in Diston’s Lane, tall and

slim, always elegantly dressed, belying her age (she was a

1950s teenager). She moved into 26A in 1994 after parting

from her husband, and gradually imprinted her own distinctive

style onto the house and garden with her artistic eye and feel

for nature. She cared about social justice and environmental

causes, and was interested in politics and community issues,

reflected in her support for local initiatives such as the

Farmers’ Market, the Credit Union and the campaign to

improve the appearance of the Town. Latterly, with her

declining health, she focussed on Whistlers café society, where

she would hold court each Wednesday morning with friends

on the pressing issues of the day, over coffee.

Valerie’s ethos was reflected in her choice of a non-

religious burial in a natural burial ground set in a nature

reserve not far from Chipping Norton, where a large

gathering of people came to pay their respects, and

afterwards returned to share their memories over

champagne and cake, according to her final wishes, at

Whistlers.

Rosie Houldsworth 
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local issues. When (a few) people did mention concerns,

speeding was top, followed by police visibility and antisocial

behaviour

Have your say – police will be in Town again for ‘Have your

say’ sessions in Chipping Norton on Monday 17 November

(2-3pm) and Saturday 6 December (10–11am). 

Tea for Save The Children
Once again the Baha’is of West

Oxfordshire will be holding afternoon

tea in aid of Save the Children on

Saturday 22 November from 2-4 pm at

Chipping Norton Town Hall in the

lower hall. There will be tea and cakes

on offer. Christmas cards and gifts will

also be on sale. Many thanks to all those who always support

us and donate to such a worthwhile charity. Donations of

cakes and goods for sale can be brought on the day. We look

forward to your continued support.

Helina Taghavi

Reading medals at Library
The Reading Challenge for children at Chipping Norton

Library is now finished and this year we had record numbers

sign up and complete – 238 signed up and nearly 70% have

been awarded their medal and certificate. If you haven’t

picked yours up, call into the Library as soon as possible.

Many thanks to Poppy, Maddy and Josh who came along and

helped us over the summer with our Mythical Maze. We’re

hoping to start sessions at the library to help those less

proficient learn about computers and are now looking for

computer buddies who might spare an hour or two a week

to sit alongside ‘students’. There are still many folk who

don’t have the opportunity to access the internet and could

benefit from a little help. If you could help do please pop in

and speak to Judith. From November our free Rhymetime

sessions are going to be held on Monday mornings – from

10.30am. All little ones are welcome to come and share in

the fun. Just a reminder that the library opens late, till 7pm

on a Friday and all day Saturdays, in case you can’t make it in

during regular working hours.

Judith Bucknall, Library Manager

News from Katharine House
Christmas cards: There are 16 designs at our six charity

shops, including Chipping Norton, Hospice Reception or mail

order. See the designs at www.khh.org.uk. Birmingham
Ensemble Concert: 7.30pm Saturday 8 November, SS Peter

& Paul Church, Deddington. Concert includes Mozart and

Brahms. Tickets £10 from Hamptons Estate Agents,

Deddington, 01869 876245. Lights of Love Remembrance
Service: 7.15pm, Thursday 27 November at St Mary’s,

Banbury. Christmas trees and lights in Horsefair. Christmas
knitted novelties: To knit a mini-Christmas novelty and

receive a pattern, contact address below. 5th Santa Fun Run
2014: 11am, Sunday 7 December at Spiceball Park, Banbury.

With reindeer, real snow and Father Christmas. Adults £13,

children £7, under 6’s free. For application form to join in, see

the Autumn Newsletter or contact address below. For

information on any of these items, contact fundraising on

01295 812161 or at www.khh.org.uk.
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A BUILDING WITH A PAST

I note with sadness that

WODC have granted

permission for this

building to be demolished

(see article p10). You can

tell how long someone

has been in Chippy by

how they see and know

this empty building. Most

recently it was the home

of Solar Designs that

produced bespoke

jewellery. Before then it

was known as Duke’s Mill,

an out-of-town corn and

seed business. For several

decades before that it was

known as Craft’s Mill and was built in the

1930s by corn and seed merchants Walter

Craft & Sons, sited opposite the then railway

sidings. Each of its four floors had a specific

role. At the front was the covered loading bay

for the firm’s fleet of lorries. On the first floor

was the machinery for seed dressing, grinding

corn and crushing oats, and storage for the

bagged grain. There was more grain storage on

the second and third floors, with sacks raised

by a chain hoist from one floor to another. To

transfer sacks to the ground floor for loading

onto the lorries there was a spiral steel chute

from the top to the bottom floor. At the rear

of the building was a grain drier. During WWII,

the roof was painted with camouflage patterns

to disguise it from hostile aircraft. The building

now known as Station Mill Antiques was a

granary for the Mill. The firm had a ‘retail outlet’

in town, where Chancellors is now, selling pet

Farewell to Craft’s Mill
There’s a building next to Station Mill Antiques in Chipping Norton that has been empty for

some time and is now to be replaced by housing. Local resident Paul Burbidge has family
connections with it and he writes here of its past.

food, vegetable seeds and

corn for chicken feed.

Craft’s first shop was in

New Street and there

were shops in Stow-on-

the-Wold, Moreton-in-

Marsh and Evesham, as

well. 

The building has

survived because the

floors were designed to

bear the weight of tons of

grain, ideal, later, for the

safes needed to store the

gold for Solar Designs’

jewellery. Local residents

and passers-by may think

the building is just unoccupied offices, a car

park and buddleia plantation but it has a bit of

history going back 80 years. With the

restyling of the front of the building for Solar

Designs it certainly doesn’t look 80, does it?

Craft’s, who built the Mill originally, are

remembered by the naming of Craft’s Mill

Terrace at the bottom of Lewis Road by the

side of the old building.

Walter Craft Snr was my maternal

grandfather and he had six sons, all of whom

worked, at some point, for the company, while

my mother worked in the offices. 

I should add that, if anyone who worked

for Craft’s, Duke’s or Solar Designs wishes to

correct anything above, I’m happy to be

corrected since it has been written from old

memories, some of them from childhood.

Paul Burbidge
Illustrations kindly supplied by Alan Brain

Top: An aerial photograph of Craft’s Mill with the the covered loading bay
in front and the granary next door (now Station Mill Antiques) taken in
the late 1940s. Below: An advert for Craft’s from about the same period.

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

It’s a Saturday lunchtime and the

barber's is busy as usual. The blinds

have been up since 7.30am and the

queue started early: there’s no

booking, it’s first come, first served.

Sam is with the last of the day's

customers and Dominic is doing a

final brush of the floor. When the last

customer leaves just after 1pm,

Dominic pulls down the blinds. Now

father and son have time to chat

about their business and the

predecessors who built it up and

made it one of the most

recognisable in Chippy today.

A shock to the system
It's been a long journey for the

Oliveri family business.

Dominic’s grandfather

and great grandfather,

Domenico and

Salvatore respectively,

were barbers in Sicily.

After the devastations

of World War Two, his

father – Salvatore –

left Italy. He arrived in

Chadlington in 1955 to

work on a farm, but it

was a bit of a shock to

someone from balmy

Sicily: there was no

electricity and no

running water that first winter. He stuck at it, though, and

young Dominic came over with his mother a couple of years

Oliveri Barbers
This month, Oliveri Barbers Shop celebrates 53 years of business in the Town, making it the
longest-established business in Chippy operating from the same premises. The News Team’s

Gillian Lowe catches up with Dominic and his son Sam – the 4th and 5th generation of Oliveri
barbers – in advance of the anniversary, and finds that changes are afoot…

later to join his father. By that

time, Salvatore had established

himself as a barber and made his

first in-roads into Chippy – he

worked in a barber’s shop in the

High Street. By the end of the

decade Salvatore had bought the

house in Chippy where today’s

barber’s stands, a former antique

shop. The family lived upstairs

while Salvatore worked on his

plan to open his own barber's

downstairs.

A little slice of Sicily
in Chippy
The family was self-sufficient in

their new home. There was a

greenhouse in the

back garden where

Dominic’s mum

grew vegetables,

including tomatoes

to make her pasta

sauce and grapes

to make wine.

Salvatore was

finally able to open

Oliveri Barbers

Shop downstairs in

November 1961.

He built up the

business over the

years and was joined by Dominic 47 years ago.

The family business has been going

strong ever since and is a solid presence in the heart

of the Town.

Keeping up the tradition  
Salvatore passed away in 2003. Now Sam, Dominic's son, has

joined the business. He trained at the London School of

Barbering in London and went full-time with his father earlier

this year. With an eye on the trend for a very groomed look

for men, Sam has plans to re-introduce a wet shaving service

in the near future. As well as new blood to drive the business

forward, the premises are getting a make-over, too. Dominic

and Sam have looked back to their family origins and are

installing an Italian-style wooden frame mirror and a new

carved door, and are having Sicilian marble worktops fitted.

Dominic is convinced that an emphasis on quality and

tradition has been key to the success of the business for the

last 53 years, and the re-fit reflects that philosophy. Dominic

promises that one thing hasn't changed, and won't be changing

in the near future, and that's the price list. Business at the

barbers is certainly looking great for the future.

Top: the current
generation father
Dominic and son

Sam outside
Oliveri Barbers

Left: Dominic
giving his father,
Salvatore, a wet

shave in the
barbers

Right: The first
Oliveri barber

Salvatore,
Dominic's great

grandfather

is offering

A Three Course Meal  
Coffee, Mince Pies

&
Disco

For only £24.95 per person
Call 01608 642533 to book

'Have You Booked 
Your Christmas Party Yet'?
The Crown & Cushion
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Peace of Mind through Personal Therapy
Personal therapist Carole Sherwood practises at the Chipping Norton Therapy Rooms in New

Street. In this second of two articles we cover CBT and how Carole works with clients.

Cognitive Behavioural Therapy 
CBT is a talking therapy that can help you

manage problems by changing the way you think

and behave. Commonly used to treat anxiety

and depression, along with physical illness and

chronic pain, it can help you deal with problems

more positively, based on your thoughts, feelings,

physical sensations and actions being

interconnected and the realisation that negative

thoughts and feelings can trap you in a vicious

cycle or downward spiral. CBT aims to help

crack this cycle by breaking down overwhelming

problems into smaller parts and showing you

how to change these negative patterns to

improve the way you feel. CBT deals with your

current problems, looking for practical ways to

improve your state of mind.  Carole illustrated

how thoughts about a situation can often affect

how you feel physically and emotionally, as well

as how you respond, maybe trapping you in a

negative cycle, even creating new situations

making you feel worse about yourself. Imagine you’re lying in

bed and hear a noise downstairs.  If anxious you may think:

‘Somebody’s breaking in.’ Your actions might be to escape, to

run away or hide.  You’re going to feel scared. If depressed you

might think: ‘Something terrible has happened.  It’s always

happening to me. I’m such a failure in life.’ You might feel

completely helpless.  You don’t know what to do and it’s just

another complication.  Life is pretty bad and it’s all your fault.

An angry person hears the noise: ‘It’s the neighbour’s cat,

broken in again.  I’ve had enough of this.’ He storms

downstairs, bangs on his neighbour’s door and the whole

situation escalates.  The fourth person having had CBT

therapy, has found how to deal with problems and is aware

that often thoughts are not realities, so might go back to sleep,

thinking that the curtains at an open window have knocked

the flower vase over. CBT’s central tenet is not the event or

the situation itself but what it means to you and

how you interpret it. Carole said, ‘If the client and

I agree that CBT might be helpful for them we

look at their perspective on a set of events they

are finding difficult and help them to see that

perhaps there’s another way of looking at the

situation. Not understanding how to deal with

things, people can get low and depressed and can

withdraw from all the things they used to enjoy,

leading sometimes to isolation and risk of a

downward spiral into clinical depression. Through

therapy I can support them to face up to their

current situation rather than running away, and

help them find a coping strategy’. 

Work as a Personal Therapist
During the client interview, Carole ‘finds out

what a person’s difficulties are, how they’re

affected by them, how they’re coping. She said, ‘I

draw out quite a lot of background and work

very closely with them, collaboratively deciding

what might be the best way forward. I then work

with the client in therapy in a number of sessions which are

agreed between us according to what evidence suggests

would work. After the sessions together we judge how well

things have gone, what has worked, what hasn’t worked and

how they have improved. In the first session the client fills in

a questionnaire about how low or anxious they feel and at the

end this is repeated to see what the difference is and it’s

discussed.  Finally I draw up an action plan where we detail

what happened during the therapy journey, what was helpful

and what was learnt about how to cope and manage

problems.’ The client goes away with a copy so that if they

have difficulties in the future they can look back at the

document and say ‘I recognise this, I know what’s happening,

and this is what I did before.’ 

Carole can be contacted by calling 07890 771486 or

emailing therapy@carolesherwood.com or on 

©Howard Sherwood 

Loose Covers

In your fabric or in ours, to

complement your home

surroundings

Custom made covers

for your comfy chairs & sofas.

Free advice & estimate:

Sue Hazell 01608 644 877

(30 years experience)

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

We specialise in weddings, christenings, birthdays & anniversaries
Whatever the occasion or celebration, we provide

everything you need to to make your day extra special

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
hello@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset
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Jazzing around town
It started late morning with Dickie White's Jazz

Band, and later The Senior Street Sextet,

strolling and playing around the town centre.

Other artists included gypsy jazz group Fiddle Bop who had

jazz fans swinging in the Red Lion garden and 5-piece jazz

band Hotclub 42 who gave Whistlers customers music from

the swinging ’40s both in and outside in Middle Row. All

afternoon, the well-attended School Jazz and Music Concert

filled the Town Hall. Three school jazz bands including Oxford

School Collective,

who had won

Chippy's the Youth

Jazz Band

Challenge in

March, all played

with enthusiasm

and swing with

some skillful solos.

Chipping Norton

School Year 11

Vocal Group

harmoniously sang

Black Roses, and

Duets for Django,

two guitarists

playing in the style

of Django Reinhardt, delighted the audience before moving on

to the Mill Coffee Shop. The music continued in The Crown &

Cushion, the Methodist Church, cafés and pubs until well into

the night. And with their windows open their music could be

enjoyed by anyone walking by.

A night of energy, precision and flair
Review by a News Team member
For the Evening Concert in the Town Hall, The Innovations

Jazz Orchestra came from Hampshire with twenty two

musicians, and were joined by Chippy resident and singer Gay

Holden who had sung with the band before moving here.

2014 Chippy Jazz and Music
Warm weather on Sunday 28 September made it possible for anyone in town that day to
enjoy Chippy Jazz and Music 2014 organised once again by Chipping Norton Rotary Club.
Here we have a round up of the day and a review of the evening concert, where one of the

singers reports from backstage
Their first challenge was to squeeze

themselves and all their equipment onto the

stage, a fact recognized in their first number,

the theme tune from Mission Impossible. This,

and indeed everything they played, was

performed with energy, precision and flair, driven forward

with great energy by a dynamic young drummer. The

arrangements were generally excellent, making good use of

their unusual line up, which includes a flute section in addition

to the standard big band sections. As well as our local talent,

three other vocalists each sang a few songs from the popular

big band repertoire, to enthusiastic applause.

Some backstage buzz
The flurries of emails containing set-lists, directions and last-

minute instructions on what colour ties to wear, finally ceased

dropping into more than thirty in-boxes and the orchestra,

singers and sound gang were in the right place at the right

time. The Rotary Club had filled the hall with chairs for the

audience, and the kind Rotary ladies had filled plates with

sandwiches for us. There was limited time for the sound

check, so everything was done at high speed. Flutes,brass,

reed section, drums, rhythm section, voices male and female –

all had to be checked for tone and volume, to say nothing of

brushing up on the all-important opening number for

maximum impact. And then back again to the pesky singers

with their  ‘Could we just run through my first intro again?’

and ‘I can’t hear myself over the trumpets’. Then, down to the

Council Chamber for sandwiches. And behind a screen went

we two lady singers to change. I was first out and was tucking

into a sandwich, when from behind the screen we all heard a

mild scream. Jayne, whilst zipping up her beautiful sequined

dress, had caught a thread and there on the floor were

probably a hundred glinting black sequins. Happily it was not

a real problem, as there must have been a million more

remaining on the dress.

No more mishaps. The concert went smoothly and,

judging by the applause and compliments, the audience

of 130 enjoyed themselves immensely.

Gay Holden
Photographs - Simon Hamilton

Dickie White’s Jazz Band made a welcome return with their
promenade performance

Youthful talent at the afternoon Town
Hall concert

The Innovations Jazz Orchestra entertained an enthusiastic
audience of Jazz fans in the evening
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In Chipping Norton
Panto at Chipping Norton Theatre Get your Christmas

jumpers out. Mother Goose will be in residence in The

Theatre, 18 November–11 January, creating a truly festive

winter wonderland because this unique version of one of the

world's oldest pantos is set in Scandinavia, with moose,

snowmen, and woolly jumpers galore. The Theatre promises

prizes for the best/worst sweaters on show in the audience.

Look out for a feature on the panto in next month's Chippy

News. Tickets are still available from

chippingnortontheatre.com or phone the Box Office on

642350.

Emma’s Trust Presents A Very Hollywood Christmas comes

courtesy of Emma’s Trust, with West End performers and

musicians plus students from Chipping Norton and Cotswold

Schools, as a night of movie magic. The Young Company, made

up of students from both schools, have been working with

professional musical director Darren Lord (Mamma Mia,

Wicked) and concert director and local Chippy resident Jodie

Read (Mamma Mia). Trust Chairman Gary Creese said, ‘We

are thrilled to be welcoming back some of the very best

performers in the West End for a night that has become such

a wonderful celebration of music and the work the Trust

undertakes.’ The show will present over 90 minutes of hits

that should have everyone dancing in the aisles. Dig out your

glad-rags and enjoy all the best bits of Hollywood’s movie

music from classics such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
through to Oscar winning songs from Frozen and more!

Performances at 4pm and 7.30pm Sunday 7 December,

Chipping Norton School. Tickets: £10-£25 from Chipping

Norton Theatre from 10am Monday 27 October. All proceeds

will support the work by Emma’s Trust and Macmillan Cancer

Support. For more information call 644200 or visit Emma’s

Trust on Facebook.

Toad Spotting! At the Town Hall – In January. The

Nortonians Amateur Dramatic Society's next production is

Wind in the Willows. Two performances on 23 and 24 January

at Burford School Drama Studio and two performances in

Chipping Norton on 31 January. More details next month.

Book signings at Jaffé & Neale in November Actor,

comedian and columnist David Mitchell signs Thinking About It
Only Makes It Worse, his collection of Observer columns and new

material, lunchtime, Thursday 13th Local author Valerie Mendes

signs her teenage novel Larkswood at lunchtime on Friday 14th.

Contact the Bookshop for latest details and times, 641033.

Events around and about
Ai Weiwei at Blenheim Palace This autumn saw the

launch of the new Blenheim Art Foundation, which brings an

exciting new programme of contemporary art by leading

international artists to the Palace. Celebrated Chinese artist

Ai Weiwei’s largest UK exhibition launched the Foundation

with ‘Ai Weiwei at Blenheim Palace’ which runs until 14

December. More than 50 new iconic artworks are on display

throughout the Palace and its grounds. Ai, who is restricted

from leaving China, helped install the artworks with a

computer model of the Palace. Curator Michael Frahm said,

‘We had the whole Palace laser-scanned and created this

virtual world that gave him access.’ Uniquely, Ai's artworks are

presented alongside Blenheim’s own artistic treasures.

Speaking to the BBC in Beijing, Ai Weiwei said his inability to

leave China meant he had to prepare for the exhibition

remotely. ‘I had to study the materials, site plans and most of

all the history.’

The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock Events coming up

include the following: Wish you were here – A talk on the art

of Ai Weiwei at 10.30am-12.30pm, 29 November, Tickets £10

from booking@artinsights.org. Oxfordshire Craft Guild’s
Christmas Selling Exhibition is from 15 November at 1pm to 3

January. A range of crafts to purchase in different media from

ceramics and textiles to glass and paper. Opening times: Tues-

Sat 10am–4.45pm, Sundays 2–4.45pm. Free admission.

Collecting Crafts: The Saturday lecture is by Joanna Foster CBE.

3pm 15 November Tickets are £7, available from the museum.
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For more details including Christmas opening times visit

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum

Art Café at Great Rollright An exhibition in the Village

Hall by six well-established local artists is curated by one of

them, Brenda Hayden, known for her evocative coastline

and landscape paintings using a wide range of media. James
Jackman's paintings are created by unpicking and

reassembling elements of landscape, exploring the boundaries

between realism and abstraction. Sarah Pulvertaft uses

traditional techniques to make contemporary jewellery in

silver and gold, repeated and kinetic elements are recurrent

themes. Bridget Tennent specialises in porcelain. She

believes that ‘Less is more’ and uses pared down forms to

make one off pieces; large groups, jugs and beakers. Robin
Walden, influenced by Chinese and contemporary Japanese

ceramics, creates sculptural and functional ceramics in

porcelain and dark clay with the  wood ash glazes. Anna
Steiner is a Textile artist who sculpts and prints her

individual pieces making beautiful objects using exceptional

colours. There is also an Art Café by Brown Cow events with

live music 15-16 November 10am-5pm.

The Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts Society Their

November lecture discusses unknown craftsmen and is

entitled Mason or Artist: The Romanesque Sculptor. 11am on 12

November at Bradwell Village Hall near Burford. Non-

members welcome. Suggested donation £8. For details see

www.cotswolddfas.org.uk.

Charlbury Art Society Professor Anthony Slinn will give

an illustrated talk on Van Gogh. 7.30pm 12 November, at the

Quaker Meeting House, Market Street, Charlbury. Non-

members welcome, fee £3. Please note there is no December

meeting.

Theatre at Churchill & Sarsden The Village Hall hosts

Heart of Oak Theatre Company presenting Introducing Mary
Baxter … by Matthew Warburton and developed with the

Birmingham Repertory Theatre’s Write Away Programme.

When Mary first met Peter, it was clear he was a no-hoper.

Somehow, 35 years later, she’s sitting by his hospital bed and

wondering what kept them together. A comedy involving

(among other things) head torches, emergency Kit-Kats and

crossword clues. At 7.30pm on Saturday 15

November.Tickets £12.50 to include a glass of wine and light

refreshments. To book ring Peter on 658092.

Artweeks Christmas
Open Studios In

Oxfordshire Artweeks

brochure in May little green

Christmas tree logos

showed venues that are

open for 11am-6pm on the

weekend of 22-23

November (some will be

open for longer). See

www.artweeks.org for

details of work and addresses. Highlights include Chipping

Norton artists Judith Yarrow, Crabby Taylor and Tamsin
Smith hosting two Open Weekends at Judith's studio. Judith’s

paintings and Crabby’s ceramics share inspiration from the

natural world. Tamsin Smith's jewellery(pictured) is made in

gold, silver and copper. Prints, cards and hand-made books are

also for sale. All ages welcome; come for hot drinks and cake.

11am-6pm each day. Friday 21-Monday 24 November and the

following weekend 29-30 November at 8 Cross Leys,

Chipping Norton. Call 644396 or 07969 039204 for details.

In Chadlington Rebecca Abrey is selling her paintings, prints

and cards, Jill Colchester is exhibiting small drawings, paintings,

original-art gift bags, and, new this year, signed, original-art LED

lanterns at Cob Cottage, Chapel Row on the Spelsbury Road,

(not the Studio, Knollbury) Jenny Massiah, printmaker, is

showing original prints and giclees. While in Charlbury ten Artists

invite you into their Open Studios for some inspired Christmas

Shopping (12noon-6pm 22/23 November).

Join us for lunch with  
David Mitchell
(The Comedian )

12 – 2pm
Thursday 13th November

Ticket £25 – includes a delicious lunch
and a copy of his book
Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk
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Bowls
On Saturday 20 September Chipping

Norton Bowls Club held an Open

Day to launch its new Indoor Season. 

Club Indoor Chairman Roberta

Jarvie said, ‘We were extremely

pleased with the response – over

forty people attended and all

enjoyed an interesting day learning

about the club and bowls in general.

Of those 17 people have already

joined as new members and have

registered to play in league matches and seven are currently

involved with the Monday morning coaching sessions and they

should be joining soon. We wish them all the best of luck with

their bowling in the future’.

Anyone who is interested in joining the Club can just turn

up any Monday morning at the clubhouse at Greystones on

the Burford road betweem10am and noon for an

introductory coaching session. For more information please

ring Roberta or Bill Jarvie on 643556.

Swimming
The last few months have been

busy for Four Shires Swimming

Club. A number of galas have seen

personal best times tumbling. A

large group of 20 development

squad swimmers went to the Milton Keynes Gala at the end

of September. This was a great experience for them as they

learn the ins and outs of attending proper competitions. On

the same day, a smaller group went to Coventry for a 50m

sprint gala. Four were fast enough to reach the finals and all

performed strongly with two winning their age groups. 

With around 100 swimmers now part of the Club, 4SSC

is going from strength to strength. The Club Championships

took place in October and swimmers are working hard to

improve their personal bests in a bid to qualify for higher level

tournaments and even the County Championships.

Sarah Holland

Trampoline

The Higher Energy Trampoline Club term is in full flow, with

lots of youngsters already passing awards and creeping up the

grades! What a delight to see so many children excelling at

the sport I love! Huge congratulations to Rohanna Lathar

who was selected to train alongside the Western Australian

team over the Summer. All the hard work paid off as less than

a week back in the UK, Rohanna showed off her routine at

the Welsh league, then again in Scotland for round two.

We would also like to congratulate Kirsty Barnes, Hattie

Cornish, Isla Bowman, Sophie Newman, Katie Saville, Saskia

James, Isabella Guest and Lottie Peirsegaele who have been

selected to join our development competition squads. 

A warm welcome to Taylor, Heidi, Emily, Holly, Ava, Tessa

and Chloe who recently joined our highly successful

recreation programme. We hope you feel part of the family

and look forward to bringing out the best you can be.

Chipping Norton classes are held on Saturdays, term time

from 8.45am-1.45pm. Please visit www.higher-energy-

trampolineclub.com or call 07891 419793 for details.

Fiona Middleton

Rugby
Girls’ rugby: This summer England’s women became Rugby

World Champions, proving once and for all it is not just a

game for the boys. Here at Chipping Norton Rugby Club, we

both applaud that success and want to help build on it for the

future.

Did you know that mini rugby is available to boys and girls

together in the age groups Under 6 to Under 12? From

Under 13 upwards girls and boys play separately, and this

season, as part of the Club’s commitment to providing rugby

for all, we have introduced girls’ rugby at Chipping Norton. So

now, whether 5 or 15, there is training for all girls each Sunday

morning from 10am to noon. The sessions concentrate on fun,

fitness, safety and basic rugby skills, so even if you (or your

daughters) have never played before, don’t worry, we’ll ensure

that all players feel comfortable and safe with the rugby they

are playing. 

For further information please contact Bethan on 07882

751264 or at dennick@talktalk.net

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDRENʼS CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON &
STOW ON THE WOLD

4 WEEKS FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE

INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

www.MartialArtsVoucher.co.uk

Claire Williamson
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Football
Chadlington Whites U13
The team enjoyed a great day out at Villa Park for the match

on Saturday 20 September against Arsenal. Much fun was had

pre-match in the indoor academy, where a host of free

activities, including sumo wrestling, kept the team amused!

Despite a twenty minute confident spell in the first half, Villa

conceded two goals to Arsenal within two minutes, shortly

followed by a third, which dampened the spirit of the home

crowd. Visiting Arsenal supporters were, however ecstatic!

Seymour Mincer

CN Old Boys 
Two defeats so far this season - first 3-5 to OCC league

leaders with two goals for 'Keegan' and direct from a corner

for our skipper Mikey Roberts and then 2-3 away to

Droitwich who included former England B international Dean

Holdsworth and two ex-Cheltenham players with 'Keegan'

bringing his tally to two. Next up 2nd placed Royals at San

Walterbush and hopefully some points on the board.

John Daly

Cricket 
CN & District Cricket Club
The 2014 season has now come to an end. The 1st XI finished

in 3rd place in Division 2 and the 2nd XI finished 4th in

Division 7. The Sunday XI looked promising this year as many

of the U15s at the club were selected most weeks.

2014 Club Awards
1st XI Batsman of the Year - Ian Widdows 

1st XI Bowler of the Year - Jim McGeown 

1st XI Captains Player of the Year - Mark Usher

2nd XI Batsman of the Year - Tom Cripps

2nd XI Bowler of the Year - Danny Molyneux

2nd XI Captains Player of the Year - Michael Tompkins 

Clubman of the Year - Mick Widdows 

Young Player of the Year - Danny Molyneux

Most Improved Player of the Year - Max Green

Loo Seat Award - Sam Townsend 

Sunday XI Player of the Season - Nathan Wallington

2014 Statistics – League Only
Most Runs: Sam Evans – 314

Best Batting Average: Ian Widdows – 33.78

Most Wickets: Jim McGeown – 30

Best Bowling Average: Jim McGeown – 9.6

Most Catches: Dan Stafford – 10

Total Number of Club Ducks – 50

Most Individual Ducks: James Hood – 6

This year our indoor cricket season opens on Tuesday 25

November vs Great Tew. All matches are played on a Tuesday

evening at Spiceball Leisure Centre. Fixtures and details can

be found on the website (www.cndcc.co.uk). If interested in

playing please contact, captain, Ian Widdows on 07795

100952.

Next season the club will be on the lookout for

volunteers to help achieve our ‘Clubmark’ standard. We will

also need umpires, scorers, possibly a Sunday XI captain and

youth managers. If you feel you could help out at all, please

attend the AGM on Monday 1 December at the cricket club

or contact the Club’s website www.cndcc.co.uk. 

Sam Evans

Award for Sam Evans
Readers will

remember that

Cricket Club

stalwart Sam

Evans received

an award for

his day job as a

golf club

greenkeeper

last year. Well,

Sam has now

been honoured in a national cricket magazine. Sam was

included in the Club cricket awards for 2014 in All Out Cricket. 
He was nominated by CNDCC life member (and Chippy

News Sports Editor) Graham Beacham who wrote to the

Magazine: ‘Sam has been a breath of fresh air to the Club. He

currently operates the club website and writes to two local

papers about the Club. However he is involved in every club

activity, from helping coach the juniors to compering the

recent race night. His enthusiasm even makes 50+ year olds

like myself enjoy practice! He has been a big part of seeing the

club rise again. The 2nd XI have risen from 3rd in Division 11

in 2008 to 4th in Division 7 in 2014. They won the Club’s first

Oxfordshire Cricket Association knockout trophy in 2013,

Sam scored 100 in the final! The 1st XI in which Sam has

played a number of games have gone from 1st in Division 7 in

2008 to 3rd in Division 2 in 2014. Sam is an exciting, quick

scoring batsman and a great fielder. In eight seasons Sam has

scored 2,869 runs, however he means more than that to the

Club!’
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Storytelling at the Yacht Club
In September Tom

Cunliffe gave his

second talk to CNYC.

Tom’s a Yachtmaster

Examiner and writer;

been Mate on a

merchant ship, run

yachts for gentlemen,

operated charter boats,

made deliveries, raced,

and taught sailing for

years. Tom’s done big

intrepid things, in big, traditional, boats. His theme was pilot

cutters – boats that have a deserved reputation for

seaworthiness, capability and elegance. He has owned several,

pumped a lot of water through some of them, and was

infectiously evangelical as to their virtues. He’s critical of modern

sailors’ ‘bourgeois attitude to leaks’, seeing nothing wrong with

pumping, provided one can keep up and the pump doesn’t fail.

On 26 November we’ll welcome Sam Llewellyn ‘one of

Britain’s great storytellers’ as he says of himself on his website

http://samllewellyn.com (which, by the way, carries Adult Stuff

and Children’s Stuff). Many of us enjoy Sam’s insightful and

iconoclastic Practical Boat Owner articles, and his many sea

thrillers. Sam gets his kicks sailing smaller rather than larger

craft. ‘The smaller the boat the bigger the fun…’ as he puts it.

Visit cnyc.co.uk for details and to book (and to join if you

are not already a member).

Roger Backhaus

Railway Club’s 40th year
A full house, 50+ members and a warm welcome for Mike

Clemens at the October meeting. Mike has been entertaining

the Club for many years, showing his father’s 50s and 60s cine

films. A tour around Shropshire in the first half and more films

in the Worcester area to follow, featuring Pershore and

Evesham. Mike has transferred most of his Dad’s collection to

DVD, all available to buy – see his website – and written

several books. He is also much in demand for archive footage

for news, documentaries and dramas, especially from the BBC. 

On 4 November, a special event; a visit from acclaimed

railway author, Lawrence Waters, talking on ‘Railways in the

Vale of the White Horse’. An excellent speaker Lawrence has

visited the Club in the past – a meeting to not miss! 

A date for your Diary: for our extra-special festive

meeting on 2 December we have managed to persuade Mike

Soden, local Railwayana auctioneer from Banbury, to share

with us more of his considerable collection. And we will

celebrate the end of our 40th year, with a special cake and a

glass of wine. Do come along to our always popular Club; we

extend a warm welcome to new members and visitors alike. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Magic at Chadlington Flower Club
Our November meeting will be held on the 27th in Chipping

Norton Town Hall, where Anna Stevens will be demonstrating

The Magic of Christmas. Doors open at 6.30 and demo starts

at 7.30pm. There will also be a raffle, sales table and

refreshments. Tickets available on the door or from

committee members. See posters around town for details.

CN Rotary round up
CJAM: Splendid weather blessed the

Club’s 17th Jazz and Music event at the

end of September. The Day was

officially opened by Town Mayor  who

also formally unveiled the memorial

bench to Rotarian Mike Howes who

founded Chippy Jazz 17 years ago and who

nurtured it until his sad death earlier this year. The various

gigs and concerts around town are described on the Arts

Page (p19). The Club is proud that CJAM has yet again given

such pleasure and put the Town on the music map while

raising money for Charity. CJAM is the biggest of the three

annual events CN Rotary organises for the Town the others

being the Town Festival in Summer and the Fireworks Display

in November.

Middle Barton young entrepreneurs: Our con-

gratulations and thanks to all the members of the senior class

at Middle Barton Primary School for their fantastic first

attempt at the Rotary Young Entrepreneurs Challenge. 

The Club puts up £50, as does the School, and the pupils

have to make up business plans for a money-making

enterprise, with proceeds going to charity. Holy Trinity School

have been doing this for about three years with great success,

and this year Middle Barton joined the challenge as well. Young

Entrepreneurs can be individuals or teams, depending on the

children themselves. The school gets 50% of the proceeds for

charity, and Rotary gets 50%.

Middle Barton raised nearly £690 and returned about

£343 to Rotary. With the school's agreement, we are

forwarding the money to the Rotary Club of Monrovia –

capital city of Liberia where Ebola is rife – to help protect

medical staff and support the relatives of Ebola victims.

Further donations can be sent via Rotary Club of Marlow by

logging on to https://mydonate.bt.com/events/eboladisaster

Fireworks last chance: If you are quick after receiving this

copy of the Chipping Norton News, you may still be in time

to get to the Grand Fireworks Spectacular being put on by

the Rotary Club at King Stone Farm – opposite the Rollright

Stones – on Sunday 2 November. Gates open at 5.30pm, the

fire will be lit at 6.30pm and the display will start at 7pm.

Tickets at the gate will cost £5 for adults, £3 for children

under 16 and family tickets (2 Adults, 2 Children) will cost

Tom Cunliffe with the wind in his hair

Chipping Norton Town Council are inviting
Clubs/Organisations of the Town to an 

OPEN DAY
on 24th January 2015 9.30am-6pm

in the Large Hall, the Town Hall 

This is a day for Clubs/Organisations to
promote/publicise what they actually do and hopefully

recruit more people.
If interested please contact 

Kay Linnington, on 642341 or cntc@btconnect.com for
further details or to book a table for the day.

This free event is a way that Chipping Norton Town
Council would like to support the clubs in the Town.

Elaine Parsons
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£15. There will be a Kiddies' carousel, Candyfloss and toffee

apples, a licensed bar,  hot food of different types, soft and hot

drinks available. Come and have a lovely evening.

Polio eradication – 99% there! 24 October was World

Polio day – part of a world-wide push to eradicate this

crippling scourge forever. Rotary International has been

working tirelessly with the WHO, the CDC and UNICEF

since 1985 to eradicate polio which is still endemic in three

countries – Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria – and the final

push to wipe out the disease forever has to be massive and

prolonged. Rotary has already raised over $500million

worldwide, and the World is spending over $1billion per year

in the final fight. Find out more at www.endpolio.org and if

you like what you see – please donate.

Simon Hamilton

Scouting out and about 
Beavers: The Beavers visited Birdland at the end of

September and really enjoyed learning about the penguins and

flamingos. They also met an owl, rabbits and chickens. We have

had six new Beavers join us, four Beavers have moved up to

Cubs and one Beaver achieved the Chief Scout’s Bronze

Award. Well done Alexander! The Beavers have also enjoyed a

visit to a local farm to watch the cows being milked and

learned about what happens to the milk when it leaves the

farm.  The Beavers will be making plate bags for the last two

weeks of this term. 

Cubs: The majority of the cub pack attended the District

Cub Camp at Horley. The theme this year was ‘Space’ and the

cubs enjoyed activities such as making and launching rockets

which were powered by vinegar and bicarbonate of soda,

making alien slime and a wide game in the dark which involved

finding glowing jars.

This term five of the oldest cubs achieved the Chief

Scout’s Silver Award, which they have worked towards for the

past two years and have now moved on to Scouts. 

Scouts: The last couple of weeks have seen two of our oldest

Scouts achieving their Chief Scout’s Gold Award – we had a

presentation evening where the awards were made by Nick

Davis, our District Commissioner. The same evening saw six

new Scouts invested into the Troop! A very proud evening for

Parents and Leaders alike!

We have started the term with two camps – the second

coincided with the first hard frost of the season!! Very Chilly!!

We had three Patrols enter County Patrol Camping Weekend

and one came 4th out of 50 patrols!! Well done to the Pandas!

Explorers: We have continued Duke of Edinburgh

expeditions – congratulations to all eleven who took part in

the successful expeditions in September – Arianne Bennett,

Eddie Gripper, David Gray, Miles James, Daniel Huddleston,

Niall Gorton, Matthew Paskin, James Little, Jasmine Soper, Josh

Burtsal and Alex Collins.

We have also been out helping at Horley campsite with

the county scout patrol camping weekend as well as working

on our code of conduct and public relations activity badge.

Kingham & the Wychwoods Rotary
What do Mayors do? The club is delighted to host Mike

Tysoe Mayor of Chipping Norton on Monday evening 10

November at The Shaven Crown Shipton Under Wychwood.

Mike will explain that the Mayor’s role is more than wearing a

chain and opening events. What responsibilities does a Mayor

have? What are his objectives? How is success measured?

What are Mike’s personal goals? Public are welcome but space

is limited. Call Paul Jackson 01993 83 1967.

Gardeners’ questions at NOOG
In October we took a delightful journey into rural Kosovo

where honey and bees are at the heart of local activities.

Author Elizabeth Gowing entranced us with images and tales

of her introduction to the world of bee-keeping and the

Kosovan way of life. 

On Wednesday 5 November at 7.30pm in St Mary’s

Parish Rooms we’ll be holding our ever-popular version of

Gardeners’ Question Time. On the panel will be: professional

gardeners Tracy Lean and Roger Naumann plus Applegarth

Nurseries’ Richard Hopkins. Their combined expertise has

never failed to provide constructive solutions to a wide range

Domiciliary Care Agency
At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,

we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can

mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to

help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to

complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are

committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please call:

01608 648656                                                

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

email: info@carecc.co.uk 

or visit our website: www.carecc.co.uk

CQC Registered
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of gardening dilemmas so do bring your questions along.

We end the year with the traditional ‘eating meeting’ on

Wednesday 3 December, when everyone is invited to bring

along a sample of their home-made preserves for us to share

and enjoy.

Members and non-members are welcome to join us.

Enquiries about N Oxon Organic Gardeners: 01295 780710

or email tracylean@gmail.com. 

Green Gym goes to school
Two schools in fact! We

split into two groups to

clear and weed the

gardens at Holy Trinity and

St Mary’s schools – and

even had time, at the

request of dog walkers, to

clear the footpath running

up the side of Holy Trinity.

Then for two weeks

we concentrated on Pool

Meadow, clearing balsam

and brambles, and – most

importantly – some of us

have started to build a

stepped path at the castle

end to divert flood water

off the footpath. Time will tell whether it solves the problem

but if the path is not washed away yet again next winter, we

shall know that we have been successful. And we have

continued to clear the triangle near Travis Perkins ready for

tree-planting later in the year. 

If you would like to get fit while caring for the local

environment, do join us on Wednesday mornings. There are

jobs for all ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts

may be available. Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org,

phone me on 01608 643269 or email

jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington

Single File goes codebreaking
Single File has had some recent events further afield than

usual. Members visited Bletchley Park near Milton Keynes the

centre for World War II code breaking which probably

shortened the war by a couple of years by using the

revolutionary Colossus computer to crack the secrets of the

Enigma code machine. We also had an enjoyable trip to the

Slimbridge wetlands in Gloucestershire with its many water

birds.

At an Extraordinary General Meeting we discussed

belonging to the popular social networking site Meetup. Some

felt Single File would be easier to run on Meetup but others

were initially sceptical. Provision would still be made for those

without the internet. Following a lively debate, a six month

trial will be proposed at our AGM. 

Amongst others in our eclectic mix of activities were a

return to Tatty Bunting restaurant near Kingham, the Sunday

carvery at the Crown & Cushion Hotel, racing at Newbury

and a Jazz/blues concert at Chippy Theatre with John

Etheridge and Kit Holmes and a supper and games evening.

Single File is a social group based in Chipping Norton not

primarily a dating agency for those between 45 and 70 who

may be divorced, widowed or separated. For information

contact 077655 98518 or enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk or

visit www.singlefilecn.org.uk

A Feast of Memories for CNWI
At their meeting on 8 October members of Chipping Norton

Women’s Institute were delighted by Martin Hannant’s

nostalgic look at children’s television of the 1950s. This richly

entertaining presentation of a classic decade of programmes

from Muffin the Mule, Andy Pandy, Sooty and the Flowerpot Men
through to Crackerjack, Captain Pugwash, Robin Hood, Zoo Time
and Blue Peter evoked happy memories for all present. Thanks

to Martin for an extremely enjoyable trip back through

television history.

On 12 November we look forward to Eileen Forse’s

demonstration of seasonal floristry when visitors and new

members are welcome to join us in the Lower Town Hall at 2.15pm

Prudence Chard 642903

Lions about the Town
This month the Lions are pretty busy as we will be selling

raffle tickets for our Christmas trolley dash around the Co-

Op. Please look out for us around the base of the Co-Op

elevator. 

Get into the Christmas spirit with our second annual

Reindeer Racing night at the Crown & Cushion on 29

November. For a great night out with tickets only being £3

please contact 641154 or check our notice board attached to

the defibrillator outside Sainsbury's or pop into Gills or visit

our website which is www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk. 

Martin Guy
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Horticultural AGM
A visit to the Malvern Autumn Show at the end of September

concluded the summer programme of trips out for the

Chipping Norton Horticultural Association. This was a

successful day – weather good and all returned home with

empty purses and tired. The summer programme to country

houses and gardens has been very successful and apart from

the first outing to Exbury, the coach was full.

The middle of October saw a return visit of the two Sues

from Stroud with their presentation of Wild flowers of the

Cotswolds. There will be a visit from the NGS representative for

Worcestershire, David Morgan, on Wednesday 19 November at

7.30pm in the Methodist Hall. This will be preceded by the AGM

at 7.15pm – please support the committee for this part of the

evening. For more details of the forthcoming programme

contact the secretary Eileen Forse on 643275.

Viking Invasion
The History Society’s advertised speaker, Mr David Howe,

regrettably broke his leg and so was unable to attend the

meeting. We wish him well. However, a Viking raider, in the

guise of Martin Way, sailed into the breach. Martin wore both

Viking and Saxon garb and explained how each could defend

himself with their various weapons. The sword, especially, was

used differently by Saxon and Viking. 

After showing slides of the beautiful craftsmanship of

weapon and jewellery, Martin ended the evening explaining the

uses of the replicas from his marvellous exhibition. From the

ingenious route marker to the decorative war horn he blew at

the beginning. It was a fascinating and enlightening evening.

Liz Whitaker

Spectacular autumn for stargazers
For Chipping Norton stargazers the onset of autumn gives

cause to celebrate as the colder smooth upper air allows us

some outstanding views of this magnificent universe we are

privileged to be a part of. Back in September CN Amateur

Astronomy Group members were the supporting act to Dr

Chris Lintott at the prestigious World 50 event in Oxford and

we achieved a ‘first’ in astronomy by carrying out meaningful

astronomy from the confines of the quad square of the

historic Bodleian Library. Andy Smith even managed to take

some pictures of nebulosity in Cygnus demonstrating that

astrophotography can be achieved even from light-polluted

areas – a highly successful event. 

We are planning to hold our Autumn Moonwatch this

year from the forecourt of Jaffé & Neale bookshop on

Saturday 29 November 5-9pm, weather permitting. Lots of

telescopes and astronomers to chat to, Patrick & Polly will be

serving hot drinks and fantastic cakes etc, so please come

along. Our guest speaker this month is the world renowned ,

award winning expert on variable stars and supernova,

Birmingham based astronomer Gary Poyner – Monday 17

November in the Methodist Hall 7.30 for an 8pm start,

everyone welcome – a fascinating evening in store. Our

outreach programme is getting busy and we are looking

forward to taking astronomy out to schools and groups in the

area. Please get in touch if we can be of use. The Autumn and

Winter evenings provide some of the most magnificent sights

of the stars above us and if you have an interest in the

universe, space and the stars, please get in touch and come

along to any of our meeting where you will be made very

welcome – but be warned, astronomy can become addictive.

Further info – www.cnaag.com or 07527 224411.

Robin Smitten 

Sex, drink and death in the 17th C
Does that headline make you want to read on? This talk is in

the Speakers Programme for the year ahead at the Probus

Club of Chipping Norton.

Probus Clubs are for retired people from the

PROfessions and BUSiness world and promote Fellowship

amongst Members. There are three Clubs in Chipping Norton

– two for men and one for ladies. The original Probus Club of

Chipping Norton (est 1977) meets for lunch on the 3rd

Tuesday of the month at the Crown & Cushion Hotel and the

lunch is preceded by a Visiting Speaker and social time in the

bar. The programme is varied and future topics include: Gaffes
and Clangers, Malcolm Arnold – Neglected Genius, and the one

you have been waiting for: Sex, Drink and Death in the
Seventeenth Century (17 March 2015). We also have an active

CNAAG at the Rollright Stones in July
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Calendar of Social events which includes wives, partners and

friends. This covers visits to places of interest, skittles with

pub lunch, theatre parties etc. Also an annual Christmas Lunch

and Springtime New President's Lunch.

If you would like to learn more please contact Alan

Stewart, Membership Secretary, on 01993 830907; you may

like to attend a meeting as a Guest in the first instance; you

can be assured of a warm welcome.

Warm welcome for Folk Club
On the wettest night of the year, Chippy Folk Club found a

warm welcome at the Blue Boar last Monday. As ever, we had

wonderfully varied songs from gifted singers – folk songs and

arias, music hall and the blues, and everything in between. If

you are interested in playing guitar, do come and enjoy the

atmosphere – sometimes it feels like you’re sitting in an

acoustic guitar master class! So thanks to everyone who gave

us a song last night, including Dave, Braham, Raymond, Ken,

Bev, Jane, Jane, Claire, Nigel and Tony, Colin, Gemma, Jon and

Jen, Angharad, Geoff, Bill and all.

Chippy Folk Club meets 2nd Monday of every month at

the Blue Boar at 7.30pm. Come and play, sing, recite or listen.

£1 on the door. Next meeting 10 November.

Rachel Chai

Lunch with Conservatives
Our luncheon club meets at the Blue Boar, Goddards Lane on

the second Thursday of each month at 12.30pm. The cost of

lunch is £10 for a main course and coffee. If you wish to join

us you would be most welcome, please contact me on 645793

or colrichy@gmail.com At our October lunch Edwyn Stobart

gave an interesting insight into the Conservative Party

conference which he attended. Our speaker for in November

will be Vanessa Oliveri, Chipping Norton Town Clerk. 

Richard Benfield

MS Christmas Fair
Christmas gifts for all!
Where? At the MS Christmas

Gift Fair, Langdale Hall Witney.

When? Saturday 22 November

9am-4pm. Craft stalls of all

kinds offering just the right items to kick-start your Christmas

shopping and this year an MS run stall offering toys and knick-

knacks at bargain prices. We run the Christmas Gift Fair to

bring awareness of MS as a debillitating disease that affects

too many  but without the fanfare of other long term

conditions. We also raise much needed funds to use within

West Oxfordshire to support those affected by MS. We are

always looking for more volunteers, but at this time

specifically to help at this Gift Fair, please contact me if you

can offer an hour or two to help.

Please get in touch if you have any ideas  for social or

fundraising events – It would be great to have some events

here in Chippy as most seem to occur in Witney!

The contact e-mail for the younger (20-45) group:

mssy.oxfordshire@gmail.com Contact details for the branch

are as follows: Website www.mssociety.org.uk/westoxfordshire.

Helplines: Local 0800 917 9790, and National 0808 800 8000 or

you can contact me by phone 645988 or e-mail:

westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson
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Lights Up explore the arts
Lights Up meets from

10.30am to 12.30pm, on

the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of

every month, at Highlands

on Burford Road in

Chipping Norton.  It is an

arts and memory club –

for anyone affected by

memory difficulties,

anyone who has dementia,

and anyone who cares for

someone with memory

difficulties.  Absolutely anyone is welcome, with their Carer if

they have one.  We share memories and reminisce, explore

The Arts (in the broadest sense, not just painting) and share

social activities.  Pictured is a felt banner designed and made

by our members. All are welcome to next Dementia Friendly

Community Event – a Tea Dance – which will be on Sunday

16 November in Bourton on the Water. Contact me for

further details on  01451 810637 or  07717 374484 or email

enquiries@memoryclubs.co.uk  

Monthly Variety at U3A 
The local University of the Third Age have had its usual variety

of monthly Wednesday speakers. In October it was Memory.
Oops! What Memory?, a talk by Gill Hindshaw, one of our

members. In November it will be Robin Sankey talking about

The Mystery of Rudolph Hess and in December it will be Ronald

Speirs on Ask Me Another. In September, on a beautiful sunny

day, 27 of us went on an outing to Salisbury and Stonehenge,

certainly a memorable trip. In October we also had one of

our regular sociable coffee mornings at the Crown & Cushion

Hotel with a discussion on a theme of ‘Was My Face Red’.

If there is anybody out there who would like to find out more

about us and our Special Interest Groups, then do visit our new

Website at: u3asites.org.uk/chippingnorton or phone Sue Hadland

(01608 641695) or Barbara Walters (01608 643750).

Barbara Walters

Alzheimer’s Group Meetings
Chipping Norton Carers Group Mondays 10 & 24

November 10.30-noon at the Fox Hotel. If you care for

someone with dementia come along and talk to others in a

similar situation.  

Banbury Carers Support Group Fridays 7 & 21

November 10.30-noon at Colin Sanders Innovation Centre,

Banbury. 

Dementia Café Wednesday 5 November 2-4pm at the St

Mary's Church Centre, Horsefair, Banbury. For those who

have dementia or their carers. Share information and

experiences or just have a cup of tea and a chat. Friendly

Alzheimer’s Society staff and volunteers are there with

information and support. 

Singing for the Brain Mondays 3 & 17 November 10.30-

noon at St Paul's Centre, Prescott Avenue, Banbury OX16

0LR. Fun, stimulating sessions, for people with dementia and

their carers.   

For more details please call Frances or Shirley at the office on

01295 255957. 

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for
Senior Citizens

Val McKay
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Chipping Norton School
Sports Awards: Special guest of honour at this year’s sports

awards ceremony was England World Cup winning rugby

player Danielle Waterman. In her opening address she talked

about suffering disappointment throughout her career, and

the hard work and dedication it takes to get to the top of

your sport. Her inspiring talk included the video that was

shown prior to the England Women’s Rugby Team beating

Canada in the final of the tournament earlier this year.

A huge number of awards were given out including

sportsman and sportswomen of the year and the dedication

to sport awards at each year group. The evening finished with

the awarding of the teams of the year which went to the U13

girls’ cricket team and the U12 boys’ rugby team – both

county champions this year. At the end of the evening

students and staff members were keen to get their photos

taken with Danielle and her winning medal. 

Able Maths:
Twenty-nine Year

7 pupils took part

in an event

designed specially

for the Year’s able

mathematicians.

Working in small

groups, they

undertook a

variety of

challenges, includ-

ing solving logic

puzzles, code-

breaking and

negotiating a

m a t h e m a t i c a l

maze. The students showed great enthusiasm and excellent

problem-solving and team-work skills.

PE Inset for CNPS primary partners: Jo Phillips and

Clare Wallace ran a PE Inset for over 70 Chipping Norton

Partnership primary teachers at Chipping Norton School.

This practical course looked at the ‘Fundamentals of

Movement’: agility, balance and coordination. It will enable

teachers to improve the quality of existing PE teaching

through continuing professional developments in PE so that

all primary pupils improve their health, skills and physical

literacy. There will be another PE Inset for Health and Fitness

for Primary Schools on 18 November 2014. For any further

information on these courses please contact Jo Phillips at

Chipping Norton School on 649504.

Shakespeare Schools Festival: Chipping Norton School

students were delighted to take part in the prestigious

Shakespeare Schools Festival; one of the UK’s largest Youth

Drama Festivals. 

Our Athena Drama club students from Year 11 to 13

attended two workshops before performing their own

production of Macbeth at our beautiful local theatre. They

were directed

and supported by

members of the

Drama Depart-

ment, but

ultimately took

ownership of this

piece using a

unique physical

and contem-

porary theatre

style. A lot of credit should be given to the students whose

enthusiasm and hard work made this such a successful

performance. Well done to everyone who took part; and

thank you to everyone who went along to support them at

The Theatre.

U11 Football Tournament: The PE Department,

supported by Jo Phillips and the Year 12 Community Sports

Leaders spent a cold and windy afternoon leading the Under

11 Girls and Boys Football Tournament. The 20 primary

partnership teams showed great skill and sportsmanship

whilst being determined to win. The primary teams were also

lucky enough to have coaching, taught by our talented year 12

students, in between their matches so they kept warm and

learnt some new skills. Thank you to all the teachers, support

staff and parents who came along to support our CNPS

pupils. Your encouragement makes such a difference when

they have all worked so hard. 

Sixth Form Open Evening: We would like to invite

prospective students and parents to attend our Sixth Form

Open Evening on Thursday 20 November, 6pm-8pm. An

introductory presentation by the Headteacher, Head of

Sixth Form and senior students will start at 6pm in the

Main Hall. 

Congratulations to the Small Schools Tournament

winners; Great Tew (Girls), Enstone (Boys) and Big Schools

Tournament winners; Hook Norton (Girls), Holy Trinity

(boys).
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Holy Trinity Primary

Visit by the Prime Minister: Prime Minister and local MP,

David Cameron, made a visit to Holy Trinity Catholic Primary

School. He was invited to open the Foundation Stage new

outdoor play area. Mr Cameron spent time with the children

in the Reception class and chatted to staff about how the new

area has enhanced the children’s learning.

The Prime Minister was then presented with letters

written by the children, regarding the proposed development

of land directly behind the School. Mr Cameron took the time

to respond to the children’s concerns about how the

development might impact on the School. 

‘The children were very pleased that Mr Cameron

answered the questions raised in their persuasive letters and

thoroughly enjoyed meeting him. They were inspired by his

visit and proud to be able to show off their hard work to him,’

said Lorna Buchanan, Headteacher. Mr Cameron ended his

visit with a tour of the classrooms and a question and answer

session with Key Stage 2 children.

Celebrating Black History: As part of Black History

month, the children have had the opportunity to discover and

explore the culture, creativity and achievements of Afro-

Caribbean cultures. The celebrations began with an African

drumming workshop and the children had great fun

performing different rhythms.

Sport: has been high on our agenda this term. Children

across the School have enjoyed dance lessons led by specialist

dance teacher, Clare Wallace. Children from Year four, five and

six have taken part in a Cross Country event in Carterton as

part of West Oxfordshire School Sports Partnership. Years 5

and 6 boys and girls represented our school in the Chipping

Norton School Partnership Football Festival. The boys were

winning finalists and brought back some silverware!

Harvest Festival: The whole School contributed to the

Harvest Festival Mass in Church on 15 October. Thank you to

our parents and children for all their donations of food for

the North Oxfordshire Community Food Bank. They have

been gratefully received.

National Poetry Day: The whole school celebrated

National Poetry Day with the help of two visiting poets

Lucinda Jarrett and nationally renowned author and poet,

Adrian Townsend. 

Acrostic Poem by Finn Year 3

Pyramid glistening bright

You could almost faint from the light

Rising above the boiling hot sand

Amazing top resting there above the lot

Made under the sun so hot

It’s so beautiful on the spot there on the 

Desert sand laying there so nice as gold. 

School visits: Year 4

had a fantastic time

visiting the Corinium

Museum in Cirencester.

The children took part

in a hands-on activity to

discover how

archaeologists unlock

the secrets from our

past. The children also

had the opportunity to

explore the other

historical treasures to be

found in the museum.

Year 4 pupil, Lily Smart,

said of the trip, ‘We had a

brilliant time finding out

what life was like for the Anglo-Saxons and we were able to

learn lots about the Romans too’. 

During the Banbury Canal weekend, our staff and several

year 6 children took part in the Bellboating race. It was a

wonderful day and both teams did exceptionally well!

Cake Sale: We held our annual cake sale at school to

support the Macmillan Cancer support charity, we

raised £204. Thank you to everybody for their kind

generosity.
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Harvest Festival:
Key stage 1 and 2

children walked to

St Mary’s Church

to celebrate their

Harvest Festival. It

was a beautiful

service and gave

the children time

to think and reflect

upon people who are less fortunate than themselves. As a

School we would like to take this opportunity to thank all the

parents and children for the donations that they gave towards

helping others in the community. 

St Mary's School Open
Morning: A warm welcome

awaited visitors at our recent

Open Morning. Year 6 pupils

proved to be very able and

accomplished guides, showing

visitors the many assets of

the School: – a brilliantly

stocked library/media centre

and a really colourful and

athletic outside area for the

Early Years Foundation Stage

children to practise their

physical skills, to fire their

imagination and to develop

cognitive skills through

practical experience. I was

especially impressed by the work of the Year 5 children in

programming a ‘turtle’ to draw amazing geometric patterns.

There is much on offer at St Mary's School, including an

outside area brimming with activity. Musicians have a chance

to thrive at the School, as witnessed by the pianists in the

music room. All in all a wonderful opportunity to see what

this local community school has to offer.

St Mary’s Primary
iPads: Since we kicked off

the new academic year in

September with the

introduction of 65 brand new

iPads we have found many

creative ways to use them to

enhance our learning.

Years 3 and 4 researched

information about how

people hunted, cooked and created art in the Stone Age. In

addition to this we have used an app called Book Creator to

create our own topic book displaying the things we’ve learned

about Stone Age animals, weapons and hunting techniques.

This involved filming, photographing, recording sound and

typing facts we’ve learned to create a multi-media

presentation. ‘I enjoy Book Creator because you can add

video and sound to your books to make them more exciting!’

said Katie Hillier from Ash Class. We have also created our

own maths trails and topic quiz questions using a QR code

website and the i-nigma app. 

Look out for more exciting information about how we are

using iPads and other new devices at St Mary’s on the class

pages of our website and the new termly computing

newsletter!

Friends of St Mary’s: Mrs Beasant, representing the Friends

of St Mary's committee, was very pleased to hand a cheque

for £4,000 over to Mrs Barnes for iPads in the School and

also a cheque for £1,000 towards the continuing development

of the library. This is following a very successful year of

fundraising events, generously supported by our School and

wider community.

Literacy discovery: Holly class have been writing diaries

and they found a Saxon diary outside in their very own

grounds!

Half-way through their English lesson their teacher said,

‘let’s go outside.’ The children thought they were having an

extra playtime and went on the equipment. Charlie Weaver

noticed there was a diary lying on the grass entitled: ‘Torwolf’s

Diary’ and picked it up. He gave it to the teacher who

explained it was a Saxon diary and the children went in the

classroom to discuss the find. It was a coincidence their

module had been diaries…

Kian Cozier was excited by this discovery because it’s a

historical artefact. Now Year 5 and 6 are writing their own diary

entries, which may be left for future generations to dig up.

Space: This term we are thinking about Neil Armstrong and

how he travelled through space. The children and the teachers

have been very busy making some wonderful role-play to

enhance this learning. They have enjoyed jetting off into outer

space in their Space role-play areas, meeting new friends and

finding and investigating new planets.
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Middle Barton Primary 
The school year is now in full swing and we are busy with lots

of exciting activities. On 26 September the whole School took

part in a Modern Foreign Languages Day. We all started the

day together with a continental breakfast of croissants,

brioche and hot chocolate. This was followed by each class

learning about a different European country and their

language – French, German, Italian or Spanish. Each class was

also dressed in their flag’s colours. We all assembled at the

end of the day to share what we had learnt. Although only

four years old the youngest children performed ‘Frere

Jacques’. It was a very enjoyable day!

On 3 October we celebrated Harvest with each class

contributing to our assembly. It included fruit and vegetable

printing, songs and poems. All the children represented the

School proudly and were delighted to perform to their

parents and families in the morning. We had a special Harvest

Tea in the afternoon when the children performed again to

invited guests from the village community. Year 6 children

welcomed them by serving tea and cakes.

Our candidates for our Head boy and Head girl and our

‘Pupil Leadership Team’ have now been shortlisted. There is

great excitement about who will be chosen for these posts.

Chadlington Primary 
Outdoor Classroom: Our newly completed outdoor

classroom in

the main play-

ground has

been a huge

hit with the

children and

really wel-

come during

the recent

warm Autumn

days. We are

now planning

all the

educa t i ona l

equipment which we would like to purchase in the coming

year including a music wall, weather station, wormery and

observatory based around our new curriculum.

Cirencester Beach: The Dragons class recently had a

wonderful trip to the inland beach at Cirencester as part of

our Term Topic ‘We are Engineers’. The children were

presented with various building challenges – their creations

were then flooded with water and had to be rebuilt to

withstand the water. The resulting dams, drains and canals

were very impressive! 

Out of the Box: We are looking forward to our first

presentation of the year by the children just before half term,

with an Engineering Show called ‘Out of the Box’. The children

will get the chance to show off all their engineering feats from

the last few weeks with some fun interactive activities for

parents.

Acorns Primary 
The Public Access Defibrillator that youngsters and teachers

won for Long Compton village earlier in the year has finally

arrived. Thanks to funds raised by pupils completing a

triathlon and a partnership with the local Community First

Response Team, the village has been presented with a

defibrillator, a security box and sufficient funding for their

ongoing maintenance over the next few years, and the charity

Arrhythmia Alliance received £400.

The move has been real community effort as the Red

Lion Pub has offered to host the defibrillator on a permanent

basis and the Parish Council has adopted it. In the UK,

135,000 people die each year due to cardiac attack or arrest.

Defibrillators, when used promptly, can significantly improve a

person’s chance of survival.

Bobby Qayum, the Community First Response Manager

for the West Midlands Ambulance Service presented the

lifesaving equipment at a special event at Long Compton

Village Hall, where 50 people gathered to learn the skills of

basic life support and found out more about the difference a

defibrillator can make and its ease of use.

The children have learned and benefited so much from

getting involved in this life-saving, community effort. We have

also forged great links with our Community First Responders,

who do a fantastic job and have kindly offered to give first aid

training at the School. It’s been really wonderful to have

everyone working together to achieve something so

worthwhile – it’s what all communities should be about.

Chipping Norton Pre-School
The children have playing and learning outside as much as

possible. The water trays with their hoses and funnels have

been a huge success in developing maths skills and developing

maths vocabulary for the children whilst having, literally,

buckets of fun at the same time!

The newly painted and kitted out mark making den is

proving a success and we would like to thank Martin Guy and

Chipping Norton Glass for their kind donations which

enabled us to complete this project. 

Pre-School also had a make-over inside with a new coat

of paint, extended lino area, new desk for role play and many
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new and exciting toys and experiences for the children to

discover. Thank you to Mark Linnington for making the

beautiful wooden desk for us. 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!!!! Our major fundraiser this

year is a Christmas Shopping Evening at Chipping Norton

Town Hall on 14 November 7.30pm – 9.30pm. We have a

wide range of stalls as well as an amazing raffle so it should

prove to be a very exciting and productive shopping evening

for everyone who attends!

Cotswold Lettings are kindly sponsoring this event and

tickets (£3 each) for the event and for the raffle are available

from their office in town, from Pre-School. Or by ringing

Bridget Gray on 646305. Tickets are just £3 each. 

The Town Nursery
We have had

a very

exciting start

to the term.

Alice Harding

came and did

a two-day

puppet work-

shop. We

made the

tiger and

Sophie from

the story The
Tiger Who Came to Tea. The children decided that we should

visit the café, so we set off for the Old Mill where we had jam

on toast and milk. The children had long conversations about

what tigers like to eat. Orly and Fin suggest that we go to the

supermarket, to find a tin of tiger food. Amongst the dog food

we found a large tin of food with a tiger picture Megan had

drawn. On the way to the supermarket we popped to the

book shop where Tanya read us the story, The children were

very excited about all our trips out, and were all exceptionally

well behaved.

Kingham Hill School
You can’t stop the music at KHS!
As Channel 4 launch their all new

Don’t Stop the Music show, Year 7 pupils

at Kingham Hill feel that they have

stolen a march! The new TV show

aims to introduce Year 7 pupils around

the country to a musical instrument,

and encourage enthusiasm for music

and musicianship. With this high profile

initiative quite unknown to the School,

Head of Performing Arts, Norman

McLachlan, has been working to the

same end. Our forward thinking brass teacher, Hugh

Rashleigh, proposed this programme last September well

ahead of the TV show. Every KHS Year 7 pupil now has access

to an instrument and weekly instruction with the necessary

funds raised by the School’s Development Office. Mr

McLachlan explained ‘Every child ought to have an

opportunity to learn to play an instrument. The pupils will be

able to learn to play the flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone and

violin. This not only introduces new instruments to the

younger pupils but also allows small group instruction which

enhances progress. We are aiming to instil in our pupils a

lifelong love of music.’

Sibford School 
School recognised for
pastoral care: Sibford

School has been recognised

for its high level of pastoral

care/wellbeing by a national

magazine. The

Autumn/Winter edition of

The Week Independent Schools
Guide highlighted the Quaker

run school in a survey to find

‘schools at the top of their

game’. Journalist Emma Lee-

Potter trawled through

statistics, league tables and

exam results as well as

consulting a panel of

education experts, parents

and pupils to find the top

public and prep schools.

Hurst Lodge School in

Berkshire was named best

for pastoral care/wellbeing

with Sibford School being

named as runner up. Michael Goodwin, head of Sibford said:

‘We believe passionately in the uniqueness of every pupil and

know it is our job to seek out and nurture their gifts and

develop their confidences to meet the challenges of the 21st

century. This means caring for both their educational and

emotional wellbeing and we are delighted that our

commitment to pastoral care has been recognised by an

independent body such as The Week.’

Find out about Sibford School: Sibford will be holding a

Whole School Open Morning on 14 November from 9.45am.

On 26 November, there will be chance to find out more

about Sibford’s provision for 3 and 4 year olds when the

School hosts a Family Fun Afternoon. For further information

about both events contact Elspeth Gregory on 01295 781203.

Sibford head Michael
Goodwin is ‘delighted’ that the
school has been recognised for
its high level of pastoral care.
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Youth club reopens
I would like to let everyone know that Chipping Norton’s

Glyme Youth Club will open on Thursday 6 November at

Glyme Hall in the Burford Road. It will be for young people in

school years 5, 6 & 7. By then youth leader Yen Yang Co hopes

to have visited at least the two primary schools and talked to

the relevant year groups to publicise the reopening.

Don Davidson 
Help with Christmas Trees
Yes, it’s that time of the year when I am

looking for volunteers to put the lights

on our town Christmas trees.  I need

about 24 people willing to give up a few

hours on two Sundays, one to dress the

trees and the other to take the lights off.

Once again it is important to say, that if

we do not get enough volunteers, so that

the job is done quickly, then we will not

be having any trees in the Town. The lights

will go on the trees on Sunday 30 November, 9am at the Town

Hall and will be taken off on Sunday 4  January 2015 starting

at 9.30am. I also need some help on Monday 1 December to

take the trees around the Town so that they can be erected.

Start time 9am. As I need to know how many volunteers we

have, I would be obliged if anyone who wants to help could

contact  the Town Council office 642341 and let them know

what Sundays you would like to do.  I am sure that everyone

agrees that the Town always looks attractive at Christmas, but

it does not happen without the willing volunteers.

Pat Lake 

Angels and Shepherds wanted
Angels and Shepherd are wanted for the Nativity

Play on Sunday 14 December at 11am at

Chipping Norton

Methodist Church.

Rehearsal is on Sunday,

7 December at 11am.

Costumes can be

provided. An

opportunity for those

who haven't had the chance to play

these roles before! For more

details, ring 643847.

Freda Fletcher

Highlands Rummage Sale
After the great response to the last Rummage Sale, Highlands

shop will be having another sale with Good as New and

Jumble at Highlands Day Centre on Saturday 15 November

between 10am and 1pm. There will items for sale from bric-

a-brac to clothing, toys, games, books, dvd's and much more.

Refreshments will also be available. All proceeds go to

Highlands Day Centre. Please come along and Rummage.

Amy Platt and Linda Hughes

AUTUMN MOONWATCH
5-9pm Saturday 29 November 

outside Jaffé & Neale Bookshop 

see p27 for details
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DIARY

November   (News out on Monday 27 October)

1st Christmas Fayre 10am-noon Methodist Hall

Neighbourhood Plan Drop In 9am-noon Town Hall

Council Chambers

Annual  Craft Fair 10am-5pm in St Peter’s Church Hook

Norton 40 stalls - for details call 737900

2nd Clean up Chippy Volunteers meet 10am Town Hall - all

equipment and refreshments provided.

Ramblers Meet 1.30pm at the New St Car Park

Rotary Grand Fireworks Display details p24

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24

5th U3A:  2.30pm Methodist Church Hall se p29

NOOG 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms - see p25

6th RBL Talk on WWI 6.30pm Crown & Cushion see p2

7th Grand Christmas Auction in aid of Cancer

Research UK -  Hook Norton -  details p10

8th Sunshine Cat Rescue Christmas Bazaar10.30-

3.30 Langdale Hall, Witney Free admission

Autumn Extravaganza Cosa Nuestra Spanish

Guitarists 7.30 Gt Rollright Village Hall - details 730888

Grand Budapest Hotel in Churchill 7.30 - see p12

9th Remembrance Service St Mary’s Church details p2

10th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall Richard Smith -

Oxford Eccentricity

Folk Club 7.30 Blue Boar details p28

11th Two Minutes Silence details p2

12th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Overseas

Missions

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall see p26

NHS Patients & Public Forum 7.30 Town Hall see p8

12th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town Hall details 01451 830459

13th Charlbury Farmers Market 9am-1pm 

14th Neighourhood Plan feedback deadline - 5pm 

Teenage Cancer Concert Vickki Clayton at CNS

details p12

CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35

15th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30

Vintage Fair 10am-4pm Town Hall details p4

Introducing Mary Baxter Churchill Vill Hall details p21

Highlands Rummage Sale 10am-1pm details p35

17th CNAAG 7.30 at the Methodist Hall - see p27

WOWI 7.30pm St Mary’s Parish Rooms details 07863

223151

19th Horticultural Association 7.15 Methodist Hall see p27

20th Amnesty International Human Rights talk see p14 

22nd Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30

Save the Children 2-4pm Town Hall details p15

26th Yacht Club details p24

27th Chadlington Flower Club 6.30pm Town Hall - see p24

29th Autumn Moonwatch 5-9pm outside Jaffé & Neale -

details p27

30th Town Christmas Trees go up help needed 9am - see p35

December  (News out on Monday 1 December)
2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24

3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Church Hall see p29

NOOG 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms - see p25

4th Chippy’s Christmas Evening 5.30-8pm see p3

4-7 Methodist Christmas Tree Festival details p12

6th Mellstock Band 7.30 St Mary’s Church - see p11

The Wednesday Market
Chippy Flower Power

Continuing the News series on stalls in Chipping Norton’s weekly market
Steve Slade is a very familiar sight in Market Place having had

a flower stall there for around five years. On Wednesdays,

Fridays and Saturdays he

sets up his pitch with his

carefully selected cut and

potted flowers and plants,

cheerfully serving his loyal

customers. Markets go back

a long way in his family with

previous generations having

run flower stalls in London

along with growing and

selling tomatoes in a garden

centre near Woburn. Steve

lives in Aylesbury and

before market days is up at

1am to set off to Covent

Garden where he buys his stock from a range of wholesalers

he’s known for years having sold flowers on market stalls

since he was a lad. Quite often he is back in Chippy for

5.30am to set things up and is open for business very early

to whoever is passing by until around 3pm. He counts David

and Sam Cameron and Lady Chadlington among his

customers, along with local businesses who will often spend

considerable sums with him for flower arrangements for

important or special

occasions. He really looks

after everyone who visits

him on the stall and he

stressed the importance of

treating everyone fairly

with good quality and low

prices meaning that

hopefully they will come

back to him again and again

which certainly seems to

be the case. He loves a chat

and plenty of banter and

told the News: ‘markets are

important to the sense of

community’ in any town; he thinks that Chippy folk are

lovely and the combination of the market with all the other

great shops in town make it a thriving place to be. To relax

and wind down he likes to get out on his bike and takes

short breaks with his family before getting stuck back into

those early starts!

Cheery Steve Slade pictured at the Wednesday Market


