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Festive spirit lives

The Mayor joins the ‘best festively dressed shop
team’ at Gill & Co on Christmas Shopping
Evening. See page 2 as Experience Chipping
Norton look to 2016. 

News: Hospital beds decision ~  High St
runners up ~ New GP drop-in surgeries ~

Council Tax rises ~  A search for farming history

In this issue

Chippy set for big changes in 2016
(RIP David Bowie)

The aspiration to remain a Working
Cotswolds Town and a great place to live is
at the heart of the Town’s proposed
Chipping Norton Neighbourhood Plan. On
3 March the Plan is put to a vote. Meanwhile
WODC’s delayed Local Plan may require
more than the 1500 new homes already
allocated to Chippy’s area. The Town has
some great facilities – but will they keep
pace with growth?

2016 – Opportunity and growth
Already coming are the 230+ new homes at
Walterbush Road and 100+ at Penhurst.
Aldi opens very soon, with Premier Inn to
follow – bringing more visitors and traffic.
This needs sensible town planning, safer
roads and footpaths, solutions to HGVs,
better public transport, more school places,
community and recreational facilities. But
new employers are needed as well – to
avoid Chippy becoming a ‘dormitory’ town.
The aspiration and opportunity are there –
but can they be delivered? 

Immediate challenges
But there are big uncertainties – many
covered in this issue. The County Council
faces an unpopular cost-saving decision on

our hospital beds. Bus services, notably the X8 and
X9, may go unless the community steps in. The
Police counter service is to go. Cuts to ACE Centre,
Highlands, and other County services are likely. Our
Town Council, worried about County austerity, is
raising its share of the Council Tax again in case it
needs to step in. There’s little progress on HGVs and
housing developers are eyeing up town centre shop
and business space. 

An interesting year ahead – more on all this inside. 

Features: Chippy’s chance to reduce
carbon ~ Horns lock at The Unicorn ~
Valentines ~ Sleep & Eat around town

Chippy’s Plan Vote 3 MarchSee centrepullout

Ch-ch-changes
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Boost from High St campaign
In December Chipping Norton
hit the finals of the Market Town
category of the 2015 GB High
Street Awards, an offshoot of the
Government’s Mary Portas
initiatives. Pipped at the final
post by Yorkshire’s Helmsley,
Chipping Norton was Runner
Up scoring 10/10 for Innovation
and 8/10 for Collaboration, also
winning the highest public vote
in its category with more than
16,000 votes.

The final months of 2015 had seen a great
deal of effort in a long and intense campaign led
by the volunteer Experience Chipping Norton
team, helped by many of the Town’s businesses
and community organisations. Chippy was
specially commended by the judges for its
‘impressive digital platform’ and its level of
‘passion, commitment and success’.  They also
noted the ‘strong links observed between the
community, tourism and the high street, all with a
very strong bond with the Theatre.’ ECN
Chairman Shaun Fagan said, ‘The GB High Street
campaign demonstrated Chipping Norton can
match the best Britain has to offer. We won’t give
up trying to make it even better in 2016.’

Solid progress in 2015
Experience Chipping Norton was set up as a
voluntary not-for-profit organisation to help
promote the Town.  Activities in 2015 included
A Call to Action with David Cameron with over 200 local
business people and supporters in the Town Hall to
encourage promotion of Chipping Norton. The #LoveChippy
hashtag was started to link Chippy’s social media efforts,
including an ongoing #LoveChippy photo competition. On the
back of the PM's address a lot more businesses got involved.
Attendance at regular public meetings rose through the year.
ECN got behind local charity the Rafiki Thabo Foundation,
(helping young Africans) and are supporting Dementia
Friends’ campaign to make Chippy a dementia-friendly town.
An interacting Walking Tour for Smartphones was launched

and ECN are encouraging 2D and 3D video tours of local
establishments online for visitors.
Finally, as well as leading the High
Street awards efforts, ECN took
over the running of the traditional
late night Christmas shopping
event. Shaun Fagan thanked the
ECN team but also ‘all Chippy
residents and organisations who
contributed their energy,
enthusiasm, votes and creativity
to our social media pages, events,
causes, meetings and #GBHighSt
campaign’. 

Christmas shopping winners
Many thanks to ECN member TickettyBoo’s Julia
Cook for helping lead the December evening’s
Christmas celebrations. A quick mention for the
enthusiastic competition entries. Fibreworks in
Middle Row won the best window first prize
with a well lit and balanced window with much
home knitted and handmade items on display. It
was closely followed by new gift shop Bliss, on
the High Street, with their roe deer. Then Mash,
Tickittyboo, Jaffé & Neale, the Deli, Wild at
Heart were all highly commended. The prize
for the best festive outfits went to Gill & Co
with the staff in festive jumpers offering lots of
mulled wine. They were followed by Fibreworks
with their all handmade garb and
commendations to Mash and Bliss. Well done to
everyone who joined in the spirit of the
occasion, including the select band of  dogs who
entered the fancy-dressed dog competition.

Forward to 2016
Encouraged by all this, the ECN team want to keep promoting
the Town in 2016. Everyone in Chippy is encouraged to come
to their monthly  meetings. ECN plans for 2016 include:

• extending the range of Chipping Norton designer
merchandise using local traders

• revamping the ECN website, including more mini-
profiles of businesses and expanding social media
coverage

• launching the Snake Pit –  a Chippy version of Dragon’s
Den, involving young entrepreneurs bidding for the
expertise of local professionals 

• going one step better in the 2016 High St awards

• starting some new Town projects

Is there a Town initiative that you'd like to see? It could be
about a charity or not-for-profit, or just something to improve
Chippy. Tell the ECN team. Visit
www.experiencechippingnorton.com/ or their facebook page
or contact the ECN Chair Shaun Fagan on 07827 999135 or
at shaun@experiencechippingnorton.com. 

Promoting Chipping Norton
An update for the year from Experience Chipping Norton with information from ECN’s Shaun Fagan, Wendy Riley

and Chris Hogan

JUST FLOWERS
Opposite the Heritage Centre

Churchill
07881 735276

Plants ~ Bulbs in Wicker Hand Baskets & Pots ~
Cyclamen ~ Hanging Baskets ~ Window Boxes ~

Patio Tubs
Call in and see us ~ Weekly stock change

WE CAN NOW DELIVER

The ECN team pictured with the High Street Award judges at
a reception at The Theatre
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Chippy’s Plan – vote 3 March
Do you want to see Chippy thrive as a

‘Working Cotswolds Market Town’? It’s time
to vote on Chipping Norton’s long-awaited
Neighbourhood Plan (CNNP) published by

the Town Council’s Steering Group (see their
centre pullout in this issue). Watch out for the

voting cards for the referendum in the Town Hall on Thursday
3 March. The Plan sets out 15-year priorities and policies
covering the town centre, parking, types of housing and
design, the historic environment and sustainability, transport,
traffic and roads. If ratified, this will become legally binding. On
important areas such as housing, the CNNP does not specify
numbers or sites – higher housing targets may hit Chippy now
that WODC have been asked to reconsider their main Local
Plan (see p5). The Neighbourhood Plan has to be robust to
cope with changes already in the pipeline. For example, in
2016/17 Chippy will see developments in the Town centre,
and traffic growth from additions such as Aldi, Premier Inn and
over 200 new houses behind Walterbush Road. In addition,
health and social services, buses, children’s centres and
Highlands will all be hit this year by County Council cuts.

WODC and Chipping Norton Town Council say the
Neighbourhood Plan is key to set policies that developers and
all Councils must adhere to, based on our stated local needs.
A good referendum turnout is vital – Hook Norton recently
approved their Plan with a turnout of just over a third but a
‘Yes’ vote of 97%. Town Councillor Chris Butterworth, Chair
of the CNNP Steering Group urged voters to support the
Plan on 3 March. More at www.westoxon.gov.uk/
chippingnorton. Watch out for a Town Centre stall on
Saturday 27 February.

News from Harpers store

The proprietors of Harpers Home & Garden in Chipping
Norton’s High Street have announced that they are closing
down their long-established business. Footfall has been
decreasing year on year for the past eight years: market
trends such as online purchasing and larger outlets selling
paint, tools, DIY materials and garden supplies, mean that
their in-town store is impossible to sustain. The store is also
in a challenging, maze-like building in a difficult location at the
narrow end of town. Husband and wife team, Akhtar and
Pamela Yusuf, moved to Oxfordshire in 2000 buying the
business from founders, Clive and Mary Harper. Their son,
Almaas, took over managing in 2009 on his father’s death and
has made considerable efforts to compete on high customer
service, product knowledge, optimised use of space and

technology, all using better advertising and social media. In an
interview with the News, Almaas praised the staff for all their
hard work and loyalty as a team – many have worked there
for years. In early January the staff were informed that all
options to continue had been exhausted and were asked to
prepare for closure. Almaas said that he would keep
employees on beyond their notices as long as the store could
keep going, and that he was doing whatever he could to help
them find other positions. They are still looking at options for
what to do with the business, such as selling, continuing as a
smaller going concern or for other possible commercial use.
Almaas and Pamela would like to thank their loyal customers
and staff for all the support they have given the business over
the last fifteen years. 

Award for Phone Co-op

The Phone Co-op, based in Chipping Norton, has won the
Best Consumer Facing award at the UK Social Enterprise
Awards. This national competition recognises excellence and
outstanding achievements by social enterprises – businesses
that reinvest their profits for good, benefitting people and
planet. The UK now has more than 70,000 social enterprises,
contributing more than £24 billion to the economy each year,
employing 1 million people. There is currently a start-up
boom; 35% of businesses are less than three years old. The
Phone Co-op, to help contribute to the community, set up a
special Development Fund to support the growth and
development of other co-ops and social enterprises around
the country. The Phone Co-op team (pictured above) were
presented with their award at the national ceremony
attended by 400 guests, hosted by Scottish comedian Susan
Calman. Awards and all the event support were provided by
other social enterprises. The Awards were organised by Social
Enterprise UK, the national trade body for social enterprise. 

Council Tax increases
Chipping Norton’s householders will soon be getting their
Council Tax bills for 2016/17 and increases are on the way –
as local councils, receiving much less money from central
government, are having to make cuts as well as ask for more
local tax. An ‘average’ Band D household’s Council Tax in
Chippy in 2016/17 will be made roughly up as follows; 

Oxfordshire County Council £1,282 (+4%)
West Oxfordshire District Council £83 (+2%)
Thames Valley Police £167 (+2%)
Chipping Norton Town Council    £96 (+9%)
Total                                        £1,628 (+4%)

County and District increases are ‘capped’ by the
Government, and it is assumed Police will also limit their
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mean a ‘permanent loss of area of priority of ecological value’
as well as loss of protected trees. The Town Council had
objected strongly to the plan for similar reasons.

Dementia Friendly Town ....
In January our Town Council (pictured) signed up to a
commitment to make us Dementia Friendly Chipping Norton.
Part of a major national drive, the aim is to increase

awareness locally and to work together across all town
services. The Co-op, Age UK and The Theatre are amongst
many organisations joining in. If you would like to help, contact
Claire Sexton via chippingnorton.dfc@gmail.com.

Use of Town’s £253k ‘sports’ fund
The Town Council say there could be some additional funding
for local clubs and organisations. Around £550,000 – a special
one-off fund of ‘Section 106’ money, all handled through
WODC – is available from developers of the 200+ new
houses being built behind Walterbush Road. Around £186,000
is already earmarked for play areas at the housing site, with
some of the rest for The Theatre and Police. But the Town
Council has its eyes on £253,000 of the separate fund, of
which half could be available as early as July. In the ‘Section
106’ legal agreement this amount is designated for ‘sports
facilities’ for ‘one or more of the following: all-weather sports
pitch, improvements to Greystones sports ground, and
improvements to CN Leisure centre’. A skate park at
Greystones had been planned but Mayor Mike Tysoe says this
idea has insufficient town support. So the Town Council is
now considering what else could be funded. It will write to
the Town’s clubs and organisations involved in sport and

increase. OCC takes the lion’s share, much of which goes to
fund education, adult services and highways. This year they can
put their tax up 4%, half of which is to try and fund increased
demands for social care. WODC, having frozen their amount
for some years, have put theirs up by 2%. Chipping Norton
Town Council is raising their tax by around 9%. Their total
precept (income from Council Tax) will be around £232,000
– up from £137,000 three years ago. 

The Town Council’s Band D rate over 10 years has risen
from £52 to £96. Their share of Council Tax has now
overtaken that of WODC. The full budget is available from the
Town Clerk. The main items for 2016/17 are summarised
below. Income is from Town Hall and Greystones lettings,
cemetery use, and some admin services. Manorial land income
includes £15,000 from rent of the Esso garage site.

As well as significantly more money going into the Town
Hall’s necessary restoration fund, the other main unusual item
is a £50,000 contingency. Chipping Norton Mayor, Mike Tysoe,
gave this explanation: ‘After a discussion at the Council
Meeting on Monday 21 December the Town Council
unanimously agreed to put up the precept by 11% this year’
[NB: For Band D this comes to 9% after adjusting for increased
number of houses]. ‘Whilst we can repair the Town Hall
without putting an extraordinary surcharge on the Town we
have to refill our reserves in case we have a similar problem
down the road. We are also being a little careful as we hear
about cuts from Oxfordshire County Council – whilst we
know that CNTC cannot and will not fund any shortfall we
might have to help some of the institutions of this town to
ensure some continuity of service and therefore we have
created a £50,000 contingency fund. If this is not used then it
will be used to improve other areas of town. CNTC are sure
that we will get a lot of negative flak from the local press
however, putting this into perspective on a Band E property
this increase will equate to less than £1 a month. Comparison
with other towns still shows Chippy to be quite a reasonable
town precept.’ The Mayor stressed to the News that the vote
was unanimous and that ‘If the Town wants us to improve the
recreation ground etc etc, then it has to be paid for and this
is the ONLY income we have as a town’.

Foxfield Court houses refused
Plans resubmitted for three houses on the woodland slope at
the back of Foxfield Court in Chipping Norton have been
refused permission by West Oxfordshire District Council. In
a delegated decision on 12 January, officers said houses would

Item Costs Income
Administration £79,400 £4,800
Town Hall £88,068 £25,350
Greystones and Recreation £18,400 £1,675
Cemetery and churchyard £16,785 £9,000
Grants to Voluntary Bodies £15,000
Street scene/grit/noticeboard/etc £23,100
Pool Meadow /War Mem etc £3,500
Civic funcs/Mayor allowance £5,250
Contingency Fund £50,000
Supp’t grant, manorial land, interest £26,405
Required Council Tax precept £232,273

Total budget £299,503

Town Council Budget 2016/17
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recreation seeking one-off improvement projects – ideally
with matched funding from those organisations. Any use of
this money, however, will have to meet the terms of the
‘Section 106’ legal agreement. 

Coffee and buzz

Two local establishments serving coffee have been listed by
Holidaylettings.com as amongst the ‘20 most buzzing coffee
shops of the UK’: Chippy’s independent bookshop Jaffé &
Neale and Stow’s New England Coffee House. Holidaylettings
say of Jaffé & Neale: ‘What could be better than thumbing
through the pages of a book while enjoying a smooth cup of
coffee and a freshly-baked cake? Well, that’s exactly what you
can do at Jaffé & Neale in the centre of Chipping Norton.
Chat with like-minded bookworms, watch passers-by in the
market square or browse the selection of cards and gifts at
this brilliantly bookish café’. No doubt Patrick and Polly would
like you to buy a book too! Also listed are Combibos Coffee,
and the Vaults & Garden Café in Oxford. 

Local Plan delay: more houses? 
Even more houses could be planned for Chipping Norton –
after West Oxfordshire’s long awaited Local Plan was delayed
yet again. In December, a critical report by the independent
Inspector said WODC’s Plan had not justified the number of
homes it claimed were required. The Oxfordshire Strategic
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), a detailed county-wide
study (in fact, led by WODC), had recommended numbers  for
each Oxfordshire district over 15 years. However, WODC then
challenged these recommendations! Instead of 13,200 homes, as
per the SHMA, WODC’s Draft Local Plan proposed only 10,500
for the District. WODC claimed that more homes had been
built between 2006–11 than expected, and this had affected the
SHMA calculations. The Inspector said WODC had agreed to
the SHMA methodology and their changes represented ‘a clear
failure to work with neighbouring authorities’. WODC have
asked for another 12 months to consult on modifications –
which may result in increased housing numbers.

So, what could this mean for Chippy? Most WODC
housing increase will focus on Witney, Carterton and Chippy.
The owners of Chippy’s ‘Strategic Housing Site’ at Tank Farm
are known to be keen to increase their allocation, already
raised from 500 to 600 during the evolution of the Draft
Local Plan without any evident increase in the land area. So
more land could be needed. Meanwhile, major delay could
encourage more speculative housing applications – including
on greenfield sites – with more appeals claiming there is no

current policy nor any five-year agreed land supply. Sharba
Homes tried this on Churchill Road and failed, but other sites
are not so highly constrained. Perhaps the Town Council
might work proactively with the landowners, Oxfordshire
County Council to ensure that any changes to West
Oxfordshire’s allocation at Tank Farm fully reflect the needs of
the Town. 

County cuts loom for 2016
On 16 February Oxfordshire County Council set their
2016/17 budget – with more cuts likely. After April, Chipping
Norton is likely to see bus subsidies gone, hits to Children’s
and ACE Centre funding, and reduced support for Highlands
Age Concern. Budgets for adult social care are a big concern
– as are roads (potholes!), libraries and other services. OCC
blame continuing cuts in their grant from central Government,
with George Osborne’s autumn settlement requiring further
savings of £70m over four years – added to a £292m eight-
year cuts programme already under way. Cllr Ian Hudspeth,
OCC Leader, said, ‘This will hit service users and the Council
hard. While we will continue to try to protect the most
vulnerable people, that financial situation has now worsened
considerably’. The Chancellor has told county councils they
can add an extra 2% to Council Tax (over and above an
existing cap of 2%) – but Oxfordshire say this has been eroded
by the new National Living Wage in the care sector. 

Ideas for local bus services
The County Cabinet’s decision to withdraw bus subsidies
means that some of Chippy’s Stratford, Banbury and Oxford
bus services will be hit. But services that may stop entirely are
Chippy’s fully subsidised X8 (Kingham and Hospital) and X9
(Witney) buses – unless the current operator or a local
community initiative can somehow provide a service with
little financial support. In January the Town Council discussed
the idea of leasing a small bus for a local Town-based shuttle
– but many thought this was not financially viable. Other local
groups may look at ideas such as co-operative or community
organisations using volunteers. 

The new Salford Inn
The former Black
Horse in Salford is
being transformed
into the new
‘Salford Inn’ and
should reopen on
Monday 15
February. The dire
state of the roof at
the old Black
Horse delayed the
opening. The
family-run Free
House will serve cask ales and, from Tuesday 16th, locally
sourced traditional village pub food will be cooked to order.
The pub will cater for 30 covers, with outside dining available
from the spring. Jon Finch and son Liam look forward to
welcoming everyone. This could be a good destination for
those strolling the short couple of miles from Chipping
Norton. See www.thesalford.co.uk, Facebook: The Salford Inn.
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Decision on Town NHS beds
In spite of major local objections, on 26 January Oxfordshire
County Council’s Cabinet decided to move nursing staffing of
Chipping Norton’s 14 Intermediate Care Beds, to the Orders
of St John Care Trust (OSJCT) from 1 April. County officers
recommended this after a controversial pre-Christmas
consultation giving only two options: use OSJCT or close the
unit. OCC say the same NHS service will be provided by
OSJCT at much lower cost. The consultation was criticised by
Chipping Norton’s Hospital Action Group (HAG),
Healthwatch, and local County, District and Town Councillors.
Only one local public meeting was held, and complaints aired
mentioned the short notice given and publicity posters failing
to mention Chipping Norton, NHS or even ‘beds’. Less than
50 people registered at the meeting and 32 official responses
were made to OCC. The Health Scrutiny Committee also
wrote raising concerns about the process but OCC say their
consultation process was fully compliant with the rules. 

HAG organised
a subsequent public
meeting, which
attracted over 200
local people, but
OCC and NHS

representatives declined to
attend. In their own survey
– with over 1400 responses,
HAG say respondents overwhelmingly rejected the proposals,
insisting that the 14 ‘Intermediate Care’ Beds be counted as
part of the Community Hospital and be part of a later
County-wide review. This view was backed in a letter from MP
David Cameron. HAG also claims that OCC have already
downgraded the service from what was originally intended
for a Community Hospital. In January HAG wrote to OCC
leader Ian Huspeth claiming that a fully run NHS-staffed
proper unit in Chippy, achieving superior performance, would
have saved the County money given the continued
bedblocking.

Concerns are that the County, with social care budgets
cut recently, is focusing too much on NHS cost-cutting, and
that the North of the County could lose the provision of a
comprehensive local Community Hospital. The County’s
report says that while many want to retain the ‘status quo’,
it is ‘not financially viable or good value for money’. On
worries about using non-NHS staff the report states, ‘the
Council does not share this concern’ and that OSJCT ‘can
provide an equal standard of nursing care’. Regarding HAG’s
survey, OCC acknowledge that the responses
demonstrated ‘strong feelings and commitment to local
services in Chipping Norton’ but that ‘the way questions
were asked, along with misleading historical and
background information given, undermine the validity of the
results’. OCC also said using ‘length of stay’ for comparison
did not necessarily reflect the quality of care given different
patient situations. The Cabinet meeting on 26 January
formally accepted the recommendations. Chippy’s County

Councillor, Hilary Biles, who is herself on the Cabinet, did
not vote for the proposal. 

Bannor and Corbetts’ future?
Borodex Ltd, owner of a
West Street commercial and
residential property, has
received planning permission
to convert the Bannor
Electrical premises and the
rear of Corbetts Electrical
shop into two flats. Corbetts
was bought as a continuing
retail business by the
Euronics dealership on the
retirement of Eric Corbett
last year. Bannor Electrical
has occupied the basement

since 1993. Eric Shepherd, the new manager of Corbetts, told
the News that his lease was secure for three years and he fully
expected that discussions would take place to renew the
lease. However, both businesses said that if the planning
permission were implemented, they would need alternative
premises in Chippy. The owner’s agent told the News that
they didn’t intend to do anything for at least three years. Many
people think that it is businesses like these that keep Chippy
town centre successful, diverse and vibrant, a point echoed by
the WODC Conservation Architect who said the proposal
would involve the loss of ‘a very important electrical repair
and electrical contracting service’. 

Intermediate Care beds under
OSJCT control – not part of
the Community Hospital?
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Which wellies to wear ...
Are your wellies a fashion statement, a
functional necessity, or a status symbol?
Apparently it matters – especially if you
are our local MP and Prime Minister out
visiting hard-hit flood victims. According
to the Daily Telegraph a year ago Mr
Cameron was spotted visiting the flooded
Somerset Levels wearing shiny new Asda
wellies costing £12.99 – which were
derided for being too clean! It seems an
aide was despatched to buy the artisan
items rather than have the PM filmed

wearing his own Hunter Green wellies (Hunters cost up to
£400 – far too posh!). This year, visiting flood-stricken York,
the PM was spotted wearing (less??) shiny boots from
Countrywide Stores – who have a store outside Chipping
Norton, up the Banbury Road. By coincidence, two
Newsteam members have just renewed their leaking wellies
there and, yes, you can get boots there for £12.99 (see pic).
Let’s hope they stay leakproof in time for next year’s floods.

Good Neighbour lift scheme
With Chipping Norton’s new GP Health Centre practice
firmly established on London Road, and doubts about the
continuation of the X8 bus service, the Rotary Club of
Chipping Norton Good Neighbour Scheme is available to
take people for medical appointments from the town and
local area. To arrange a lift call 01993 776277 giving as much
notice as possible to ensure a lift is available at the time you
need. We are looking for volunteer drivers, so if you are
interested please contact Annie Roy-Barker at 645081. Local
schemes like this will become more vital in the future, and it
will require willing volunteers to keep them going.

Simon Hamilton – CN Rotary

New walk-in GP surgery
Since January Chipping Norton Health Centre GPs have been
offering a new ‘walk-in’ service from Monday to Friday for
medically urgent problems. Details (taken from the surgery’s
public leaflet) emphasise that you don’t have to book or
telephone – just turn up and tell reception – but you must
arrive before 10.30am. If you can’t make it by 10.30, but still
have an emergency, then please telephone reception and a
duty doctor will assess the situation. If you turn up after 10.30
you may not get on the urgent list. The Surgery stress that if
you have a longstanding complaint or a more complex
problem you should book a routine appointment with your
normal doctor.

Saturday GP surgery trial
As part of another initiative to provide better availability,
Chipping Norton Health Centre is trialling Saturday morning
appointments for three months. Pre-bookable appointments
are available between 9am and 12.45pm on Saturdays. The
appointments are released on Wednesday afternoons and will
be with one of two duty doctors, who may not be your own
doctor or not even a doctor from the Health Centre itself.
These appointments are for routine matters only and no
specialist facilities will be available on Saturdays. Call 642742

or 642529. There is also a doctor available on the 111 out-of-
hours service.

Online booking for GPs
You can now register for on-line Patient Access at Chipping
Norton Health Centre and make online bookings for GP
appointments. Visit www.chippingnortonhealthcentre.nhs.uk/
to find out how.

Stargazers’ Christmas 
It was a revelation to arrive at Long Compton Village Hall on
21 December to find it packed with a 70-strong group of
astronomical enthusiasts. The Chipping Norton Amateur
Astronomy Group’s (CNAAG) Christmas event started in
friendly fashion with a festive buffet supper. But the evening’s
highlight was Professor Chris Lintott, Oxford Astrophysicist,

co-presenter of BBC’s The Sky at Night and regular
contributor to BBC’s Stargazing Live series. Larger than life,
and brimming over with enthusiasm, Chris took us on a
whirlwind tour of 2015 astronomical developments, with an
icy theme. Courtesy of images from science’s space probes
we explored the frozen moons of Jupiter and Saturn,
accelerated on to distant stars and circled round comets
before hurtling back to our solar system and tiny, fascinating
Pluto. It was a breathtaking experience being among the very
first humans privileged to view the very latest high definition
pictures – just days old – of Pluto’s lonely outpost. The
buzzing Q&A session which followed reflected the
excitement and fascination sparked by this talk. To round it off,
surprise presentations were made to ‘CNAAG members of

Countrywide PVC
wellies at £12.99

Bella & Rosa Wheeler being presented with their award for
being CNAAG Members of the Year at the Christmas event
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limit” on HGVs through Chippy as a preferred solution and
will continue to campaign in favour’.

Highlands Rummage Sale
Highlands holds its annual Rummage Sale with Good as New
and Jumble in the Upper Town Hall on Saturday 6 February
from 10 until 1. There will be toys, bric-a-brac, games,
clothing, books, etc. for sale. Please come along and
rummage. Bargains galore. All proceeds go to Highlands Day
Centre. If anybody would like to help please pop into
Highlands (Age Concern) shop in Chipping Norton and
leave your name and number.

Barking Mad – no to kennels! 
A new service is available around Chipping Norton that
provides home ‘hosts’ (rather than kennels) for dogs while
their owners are away. Barking Mad, an established and
professional dog care business already covers most of
Oxfordshire and they carefully select hosts to look after
individual dogs in the host’s own home. Amanda, one of the
owners of Barking Mad, said ‘We collect and return your pet
which allows you to concentrate on your holiday while your
dog settles quickly with its host. Many dogs return to the
same host time and time again so it really does become home
from home’. Jackie Walton, one recent customer said, ‘Our
dog is our baby and we would rather not go away than leave
her in kennels. It was a big decision for us to leave her on her
trial stay. Jeannie from Barking Mad sent us regular updates.’
All selected hosts have owned dogs and love canine company.
One host, Patricia, who lives in Enstone, said, ‘Hosting is ideal
for me as it allows me to enjoy the company of dogs without

the year’, 14-year-old Rosa and 11-year-old Bella Wheeler, in
their capacity as CNAAG astronomers of the future. The
occasion also marked CNAAG’s first ten years, and the
calibre of this event bodes well for the future of this
impressive and dynamic group. See CNAAG Club report p27.

Middle Row’s Hidden Beauty
Formerly known as Elle
B, hair and beauty salon
Hidden Beauty in
Chipping Norton’s
Middle Row reopened
before Christmas under
the joint new ownership
and management of
locals Melanie Doyle
and daughter Sinead
Nicholls. The salon

underwent a total refit whilst retaining its very popular
stylists. The beauty side of the business offers an upmarket,
sophisticated experience, using Environ facial products. Sinead,
who runs Hidden Beauty, plans to build further on the beauty
side of the business. For more information, visit
www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk or phone 643862.

Allotments for rent
William Fowler Allotments, Burford Road are available now
for rent at £10 per annum (£5 for Senior Citizens). Anyone
interested please contact Janet Griffin on 642341 or email
cntcaccounts@btconnect.com Allotment holders must be on
Chipping Norton’s Electoral Role. 

HGVs: time for a weight limit
Last year saw continuing County inaction over Chipping
Norton’s HGV traffic and Horsefair dangers. Safety issues last
autumn resulted in a comprehensive letter being sent from
the Town Council to Oxfordshire’s Area Steward and Cabinet
member. It set out all the problems and failure to implement
official plans and proposals over nearly 15 years. It asked
specific questions on the outcome of agreed HGV re-routing
plans and why these had not been implemented, despite
efforts by Chipping Norton County Councillor Hilary Biles
and many others to keep them on the agenda. The letter also
asked for a further review of other options for the Town such
as gating, a gyratory system or even the long-term bypass idea.
That letter, written on 5 November, had an
‘acknowledgement’ from OCC simply saying they need time
to respond to all the questions. As of 19 January there are still
no answers. Meanwhile, in a related new development, the
Town Council has received notification of a planning
application to strengthen the weakened road bridge on the
A44 Worcester Road (the old railway bridge). One immediate
reaction was ‘maybe it’s the perfect time to apply a permanent
weight limit on the bridge’. However, such a move would need
the ‘downgrading’ of the main A44 – something originally
planned by the County but with no specific dates for action
in their latest Transport Plan. County Cllr Hilary Biles says she
has been in contact with OCC officers on all this, and District
Councillor Geoff Saul, who helped draft the 5 November
letter to OCC, said, ‘I hope we get a substantive answer to
our letter from OCC soon. I remain in favour of a “weight
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having them full time’. For information – including about
becoming a host – contact Jeannie & Amanda, Barking Mad
Oxfordshire on 01865 922004, oxon@barkingmad.uk.com.

New Year new loos new lift!
As part of their New
Year celebrations
Elaine Parsons reports
from the Methodist
Church that they were
thrilled to be joined by
the family of the late
Jean and Maurice
Castledine, whose
generous donations
have enabled the
Church to completely
revamp the ladies’
toilets. Elaine wrote,
‘Jean and Maurice will
still be much missed
but their love and
humour carries on
throughout the
Church’. The Church is
also celebrating the installation of a new lift which provides
much better access between the two floors of the Church.

Town Festival & Queen’s 90th

It should be a day to remember as Chippy marks the Queen's
90th Birthday at this year's Town Festival on Sunday 12 June.
Chipping Norton Rotary are planning another great day of
family fun and entertainment including vintage cars, charity
and trade stalls, and refreshments. Along with a bigger
fairground, they are aiming for new activities/entertainment to
fill the town centre from 11am-8.30pm. 

• Bands & entertainers welcome – closing date end
February – contact kevin_cooper2006@hotmail.co.uk; 

• Pitches for Local Charities & Trade stalls – contact Joyce
& Arthur via chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com

• Vintage Car Display entry forms to Dave
dw.gordon@virgin.net by end May

• Programme & sponsorship contact Mike on 676639
• Volunteers welcome to help with all the tasks involved.

For C/N Rotary contact and general information – Martin
Jarratt 642723. As in past years, Rotary will ask local
organisations to apply for a donation from funds raised during
the day (full details following the Festival). Chipping Norton
Town Council will be involved in organising the celebratory
Street Party taking place during the Festival – with a working
group led by Deputy Mayor Cllr Richard Benfield. For
information or to help please contact Town Clerk Vanessa
Oliveri on 642341. More next month.

A beacon for the Queen’s 90th

All towns are being encouraged to light beacons on 21 April
on The Queen’s 90th birthday. West Oxfordshire District
Council is encouraging local community groups to participate.
More information at www.brunopeek.co.uk. Tell WODC at
communications@westoxon.gov.uk or call 01993 861000 if
you are planning anything. Registration closes on 18 April.

Cemetery Clear Up time 
The next Clear up Day for the Town Cemetery is on Saturday 19
March from 10am. Volunteers welcome. Any questions contact Cllr
Martin Jarratt chair of the Cemetery Committee; tel 642723.

Bingo thanks!
Betty Hicks writes on behalf of The Women’s Section of the
Chipping Norton Branch British Legion to thank all those who
supported their Christmas Bingo in the Town Hall. Thanks to all
who donated prizes to the bingo and raffle and also to Nash's
Bakery for allowing them to sell tickets outside the store.

Chippy’s Bumblebee Project
Bumblebees are in trouble, but
there are ways to help them
thrive in and around Chippy.
Craig Blackwell, former County
Ecologist for Oxfordshire, is
planning some events to engage
people on how to help these
fascinating insects. The first is a
joint presentation with

Bumblebee Conservation from Gill Perkins on Wednesday 9
March at 2.15pm in the Parish Rooms. All Welcome £3. Craig
has spoken to many individuals and organisations about
creating ‘habitats’ to provide pollen and nectar sources for
bumblebees. There seems to be support for a number of
small-scale projects including the cemetery, Community
Orchard, Chipping Norton School, Fairytale Farm and at the
new Health Centre. Craig said, ‘I am working closely with local
businesses, such as Applegarth Garden Centre, with support
from Experience Chipping Norton, to help promote and
implement some of these schemes.’ Craig, with Martin Jarratt
for the cemetery and Heather Leonard for the Community
Orchard, has submitted a funding application to TOE2 for
creation and maintenance of habitats at these sites. The
outcome will be known in March.

Sponsorship is desperately needed for an area outside
the new Chipping Norton Health Centre, where the Practice

Ribbon cutting by Rosie Smith, daughter
of Jean and Maurice Castledine assisted
by their eldest great grandson Max 

Festival Dates
Don’t miss out on all the Festivals in 2016 in and around
Chipping Norton. Here are some of them. 
4-19 March     Chipping Norton Music Festival
21-24 April Chiplitfest 2016
21-30 May North Oxfordshire Artweeks  (includes 

Chipping Norton & district)
28 May The Fibreworks Festival 2016 

(Chipping Norton) 
7-9 June Bledington Music Festival
12 June Chipping Norton Town Festival & 

Queen’s 90th Birthday
23-26 June Dean & Chadlington Summer Music Festival
8-10 July 13th Cornbury Music Festival in Great Tew
4-7 August Wilderness Festival in Cornbury Park 

Charlbury
26-28 August The Big Feastival – Kingham
10-11 Sept Chippy Jazz and Music 
16-17 Sept Chippy Mop Fair 
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Manager is happy for a landscape to be established with
appropriate flowering plants. £1,756 is needed for plants and
maintenance, helped by local landscaping business Topiarus,
which is offering preparation and planting free. The aim is to
plant in late February, so time is short! Other diary dates are
Monday 16 May for a bumblebee identification training day
with Dr Richard Comont from the Bumblebee Conservation
Trust, aimed at people willing to undertake local bumblebee
summer surveys (limited to 25 – booking essential). There is
an open guided walk in the Glyme Valley on Wednesday 15
June at 10am with Craig Blackwell starting outside the Town
Hall. Information from Craig on bombusbee2@gmail.com.

Town Hall repairs
An update from
Mayor Mike Tysoe
confirms that
Chipping Norton
Town Council’s
contractors start
work in January on
two months of
repairs to the Town
Hall portico. Three
lintels holding up

the portico need replacing using delicate and complicated
scaffolding and civil engineering – partly because the ground
beneath the steps is a void space. The total cost will be about
£64,000 including scaffolding and the removal and
replacement of about 12 tons of stone. A small number of
parking spaces have to be suspended during the works.

Screen By The Green
The Man from UNCLE is showing on Friday 12 February in
Churchill Village Hall. Based on the 1960s TV series that no
one under 50 will remember, this is a sunny, tongue-in-cheek
film, slickly executed with a stylish mix of action and comedy.
Watch out for a mesmerizing array of 1960s fashion, the
stylish sets, the fabulous locations. 12 February is a movie
andsupper evening – why not join in at The Chequers. A
special movie menu will be offered, main course at 6pm,
dessert after the film – booking essential! All films start at
7.30; tickets £4.50 pay at the door. For more information ring
659903 or email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com.

Broadband expansion 
An investment scheme has been given the go-ahead for West
Oxfordshire to become one of the first districts with full
coverage of superfast broadband across all its rural areas.
Currently superfast broadband is already being delivered to
90% of West Oxfordshire homes through the national Better
Broadband programme, run by Oxfordshire County Council
with BT as its commercial partner. Most of Chippy is covered.
But some rural parts lose out and this project, managed by
Cotswolds Broadband, will cover the hard to reach areas.
Central Government provides a £1.6m grant, West
Oxfordshire District Council is providing £1.6m as a loan, and
another £3.2m comes privately from ISP Gigaclear. Cllr
Richard Langridge, responsible for the broadband project at
WODC, says this area has an incredibly strong business
community that needs all this to compete. Construction

starts this spring and all homes and businesses will have the
service available by the end of 2017. A mix of technologies will
be used including both fiibre and, in very remote areas,
enhanced wireless connectivity. 

The Lido’s 2016 season dates
Well, hello 2016! Having celebrated Winter Solstice, the Lido’s
new season soon opens on Thursday 21 April running until
Sunday 11 September. As well as the Solstice fundraiser,
thanks to Midcounties Co-op providing lucrative bag-packing
slots and a tame busker, the festive season provided a much
needed boost to the coffers. The Lido team have now set up
an account with easyfundraising.org.uk, so that whenever you
buy anything online – from your weekly shop to your annual
holiday – you could make a free donation for The Lido. There are
nearly 3,000 retailers ready to make a donation, including John
Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and Sports Direct – it doesn’t cost you a
penny! Simply join (www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/thelidochippingnortonltd) and sign up for free. Then shop
Retailers are listed at easyfunding and their donation is automatic.
There are no catches or hidden charges and The Lido will be really
grateful for your donations. You can also join the Lido lottery or
donate directly or through Totalgiving. See www.chippylido.co.uk,
Facebook or Twitter or contact info@chippylido.co.uk.

Claire Williamson

Lawrence Home Nursing Team
The Team would like to thank Charity Partner, Midcounties
Co-operative, for their continued support raising nearly
£1500 from sales of Christmas Cards and carrier bags over
Christmas. The next date for your diary is the ‘Lunch for
Lawrence’ week 2–11 March  – details below.

Verity Fifer
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Your Fire Station needs YOU
Excitement? Challenges? Rewards? What’s your day missing?

Hundreds of people have served the Town as firefighters over
the Station’s 150 year history; it needs people to step forward
again and that could be YOU! Chris Wilson, Chipping Norton
Fire Station Commander, told our News reporter who visited
a training session that they needed new recruits to keep a fire
service based in the Town. The County  provides engines, but
crew members are needed from the local community.
Unfortunately numbers of the Chipping Norton crew have
fallen from thirteen to nine in two years through people
moving or changing jobs, making it difficult to be on call. Up
to ten new starters are needed to ensure a 24/7 service.

There are full time employees but 60% of the crews have
other jobs and are ‘on-call’ with their local station. These have
to live or work within about five minutes of the fire station,
commit to 40 or more hours per week, be on ‘stand-by’ while
working or at home, and  train Wednesday evenings for two
hours. They are called out on average once or twice a week
in Chippy. Pay is good with ‘on call’ crew members earning up
to £200 to £300 per month. Watch Manager Kevin Jeffrey, in
the crew for 24 years, told our reporter ‘I am pleased to give
something back to the community by being part of this
brilliant team.’ Fellow crew member Russell Pratt said, ‘I
joined 12 years ago when I moved out of London. It’s not only
a worthwhile occupation but also allowed me to quickly
become part of this lovely local community.’ He mentioned
camaraderie and new skills he can transfer to working in
motor sport. Russell also helped with the recent flooding
crisis in Cumbria. For information contact
chris.wilson@oxfordshire.gov.uk, call Chris on 07747 472670,
come on Wednesday around 6.30pm, or visit
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/firecareers. 

With his Brigade Archivist hat on Chris would like to get
in touch with any retired firefighters who could loan him
photos to scan for a photographic archive. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer
The Women’s World Day of Prayer is an international,
ecumenical, prayer movement that invites women – from a
different part of the world each year – to prepare a worship
service through which their hopes and fears for their country
may be brought before the whole world in prayer. On Friday
4 March an estimated 3 million people in over 170 places will
observe the day of prayer, using an order of service written
by Christian women in Cuba. The day begins as the sun rises
over the island of Samoa and continues until it sets over
American Samoa, some 35 hours later. The theme Receive

children. Receive me is the focus of the service, a reminder that
everyone is a child of God and equally worthy of our love and
respect. Everyone is welcome on Friday 4 March at Chipping
Norton Methodist Church. Services are at 10am and 7pm.

Celia Storry

Successful CRUK fundraising
2015 was another successful year for the local North
Cotswolds Fundraisers for Cancer Research UK. Particularly
welcome have been new volunteers helping raise £15,000 over
the 12 months. Public support was terrific on Late Night
Shopping Evening when many children enjoyed decorating their
own biscuits and parents (and grandparents) tried their luck to
win the grand hamper. Thank you for your generosity.
Volunteers are always welcome and if anyone is interested and
would like more information please contact me on 645134.

Graham Raven

Big Boxing Day Hunt turnout

A large crowd in Chipping Norton watched the Heythrop
Hunt meet outside the Fox Inn on a sunny Boxing Day
morning. Horses, hounds, and people made the usual
spectacular sight, with the Hunt Master thanking all present for
their support before leading the field off into the countryside
following a trail. Despite 10 years of the Hunting Act, The
Countryside Alliance say hunting is in good shape, with many
hunts increasing their membership. The Alliance say 94% of
Hunting Act convictions did not in fact involve hunts and that
millions of pounds of taxpayers’ money and hours of court
time are wasted on spurious accusations. They claim the Act is
mostly used to prosecute poaching offences and they are
committed to the repeal of the Act. However, Tracey Crouch,
Minister for Media, Culture and Sport, suggested recently that
Parliament has ‘better things to be concerned with’.

New services at the Library
This month we launch our new Home Library service from
Chippy Library. We have a number of great volunteers who
will visit housebound readers in their own homes, taking
them (hopefully) suitable books and keeping them in touch
with their local library. All are DBS checked and are receiving
training and support from library staff, and it promises to be
a thoroughly worthwhile add-on to the library service. If you
need this service or know someone who does, please call us

Painting  by local artist Jan Wilkinson
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on the number below. We are also inviting babies, toddlers
and pre-schoolers to join our Bookstart Bear Club. Children
register at the library and receive a Bookstart membership
pack, containing their ‘passport’ which is stamped every time
they visit or attend events at the library. When they’ve
collected 10 stamps they get their first certificate. There are
10 certificates to collect before they become Champion
Bookstart Bear Club members. Why not sign your youngster
up here in Chipping Norton? Contact 643559.

Judith Bucknall Library Manager

Help needed at Glyme Hall
Chipping Norton’s recently built Glyme Hall (behind the
Leisure Centre) has seen a good increase in utilisation in
recent months with most age groups catered for. Activities
range from ballroom dancing and yoga to art classes and
Senior Citizens’ meetings. The Hall is currently run by a part-
time Administrator and a Management Committee, which also
doubles up as Trustees (Glyme Hall Ltd is a registered
Charity). The Committee is looking for new members. Anyone
interested in helping to run what is really a Community
Centre on a voluntary basis, please call Don Davidson on
641870 or email dondavidson@btinternet.com.

Mike Tysoe

Ruby Wax does Frazzled
Actress and mental
health campaigner
Ruby Wax was in
Chipping Norton in
January talking to a
large audience of 300
in St Mary's Church
on a cold January
night, hosted by Jaffé
& Neale Bookshop &
Café. Ruby discussed
her new book, A

Mindfulness Guide for the Frazzled and Polly Jaffé said she and
Patrick Neale were, ‘delighted to hold such an uplifting event
to start the New Year’. There may still be some signed copies
available at the bookshop.

Crowdfunding for Fairytale Farm
2016 should see more attractions and projects at Chipping
Norton's Fairytale Farm, the UK’s first mainstream visitor
attraction designed for children with disabilities – but enjoyed
by everybody. The Farm will be crowdfunding from 1 February
to 31 March 2016, to help its next phase of development. The
Farm is trying to raise £91,500 for a number of projects for
the next two years including: two new interactive themed
areas based on fairies and dinosaurs; installation of a hoist for
disabled children; installing interactive sound systems on the
Enchanted Walk; new activity panels with things that can be
turned, touched, make noise, etc; creation of a raised sandpit
for wheelchair users; animal handling building to allow animal
petting in adverse weather and shelter for school groups; and
a new toilet block. Those contributing to the crowdfunding
campaign will receive an exclusive range of rewards and
incentives. These might include branded gifts, unique farm
visits, animal keeper experiences, a VIP party, opportunities to

immortalise yourself on the sensory trail and lifetime passes
with exciting perks. See www.fundthefairytale.com, where
people can sign up for more information and be part of the
campaign. The Farm reopens on 13 February and will be open
every day until 30 October.

Look out for Recyclers
Two recycling advisors
from West Oxfordshire
District Council are
taking to the streets to
raise awareness of
recycling. Can you spot
them round Chipping
Norton? Both Liam
Morley and Tess Evans
(pictured) are  visiting as
many households as they
can over three months up to March. As well as explaining
what can be recycled, they are making sure householders have
all the containers they need and encouraging everyone to use
the food waste collection service. They have already visited
500 properties, given out over 50 food waste caddies and held
six community events. Recycling is increasing but big
improvements can still be made. Anyone requiring additional
free recycling containers – food caddies, recycling boxes, or
garden waste bins – should contact the Council on 01993
86100 or online at www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins.

Labour Councillors’ Surgeries
District Councillors Geoff Saul and Laetisia Carter hold drop-
in advice sessions regularly from 5.30 to 6.30pm on the first
Thursday of every month in the ground floor meeting room
of Bradley Saul Solicitors at 2 Market Street (next door to
Trev Beadle’s butcher’s shop). The next date is Thursday 4
February, or you can contact Geoff Saul at
geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk if you have concerns over
housing, planning, recycling and refuse collection, parking, anti-
social behaviour, or any other local issues.

How to do good design
If you want to know how to repair, extend, or design a
building around Chipping Norton, an excellent place to start
is the new Draft Design Guide from West Oxfordshire
District Council. It advises how good design can protect and
enrich the District’s character and is aimed at those involved
in change such as: householders, business owners, developers,
or the local authority itself. It starts with an explanation of the
qualities and characteristics that make West Oxfordshire
special – its landscapes, settlements and buildings. This very
wide-ranging document then goes on to provide clear advice
for anyone designing or maintaining a traditional building,
from drawings showing the detailed construction of
traditional windows, appropriate laying patterns for
stonework and tiles, designing sympathetic extensions,
through to sustainable building design, including making
traditional buildings greener. It is also aimed at developers
building major urban extensions. It also covers conversion of
agricultural buildings, protected species, shop front design and
the public realm. It is intended primarily as a web-based
document – to be viewed on screen or printed off. A final

LOCAL NEWS
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version is expected to be adopted by the Council this spring,
supplementary to planning policy and used in determining
planning applications. There is also a fascinating aerial photo of
Chippy on the cover! See www.westoxon.gov.uk

Support for Food Banks

West Oxfordshire Labour Party’s Christmas dinner was held
this year in The Chequers in Chipping Norton and all
proceeds from the evening’s raffle were donated to the
Oxfordshire West Food Bank in Witney. Members District
Cllr Geoff Saul and Town Cllr David Heyes visited the Food
Bank later that week handing over a cheque for £190  – much
appreciated by the organisers. David thanked everyone for
their generosity which helped local families this Christmas.
Oxfordshire West Food Bank, now in a new home in Witney
at the Cottsway Housing Offices on Avenue Two, Station Lane,
was founded and is run by Jo Cypher from Bampton. Anyone
interested can call 07565 313432. It is a non-profit
organisation accepting donations and raising money to
provide food parcels for local people. 

The North Oxfordshire Community Foodbank is another
local voluntary group formed by members of local Christian
churches, aiming to provide food parcels within the
Kidlington, Woodstock, Chipping Norton, and Charlbury
areas. Chippy distribution is at the Town Hall every Tuesday
10.30-noon. The parcels contain essential food for individuals
and families covering any delay before other social care
support starts. If you know anyone in need, food parcel
vouchers can be obtained from Social Services, CAB,
Probation Service, Children’s Agencies and Church ministers.
For information or to help contact 07929 721172 or
admin@northoxfordshirecommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Visitor desk needs volunteers 
Could you volunteer at Chipping Norton’s weekend visitor
information service? Following the closure of WODC’s full
VIC over eight years ago, former-mayor the late Gina Burrows
helped set up a volunteer Saturday morning desk in the
Lower Town Hall. It’s been run since by visitor service co-
ordinator and former Town Councillor Peta Simmons, who
said, ‘Nothing can replace face to face contact when visitors
want particular information. However useful the internet is, it
cannot replace the personal touch.’ Town visitors can pick up
a limited number of leaflets and access a computer at the
Guildhall during weekdays but not at the weekend when many
visitors are in town. The volunteer service restarts on Good
Friday, 25 March, 10am to 1pm and every Saturday until
October. Peta has put together fact sheets to help volunteers
answer visitors’ questions. There are lots of leaflets of local
attractions. Currently there are fourteen volunteers but more
are needed. A commitment of 31/2 hours on a Saturday is

required. Contact Peta on 6443377 or
simmons@cnorton.eclipse.co.uk. New volunteers can be
teamed up with more experiences colleagues. There are many
printed information sheets, and a small selection of saleable
items, but volunteers also direct visitors to local shops to buy
maps and other memorabilia. The team get great satisfaction
answering challenging visitor queries. Peta said, ‘We were able
to locate a house that a visitor’s granny had lived in, she was
very excited to find it.’ At the December Town Council
meeting Councillors acknowledged the importance of this
service and thanked Peta, all other volunteers, and Terry the
Town Hall Keeper for all their hard work.

Award for new vets’ building

Chipping Norton’s new vets’ building on Banbury Road was
runner up in the Veterinary Hospital Design of the Year Award
– an annual, national competition organised by the British
Veterinary Hospital Association to encourage excellence in
design and to share ideas for future projects. The judges were
looking for outstanding practical and innovative design, clever
and efficient use of space, first class facilities for clients and
staff, and excellent value for money.

Picture by JTCliq
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Vera and the Vicar
News readers may recall
how 98-year-old resident
Vera Rosser got her wish
to ride a motorcycle –
after an appeal including in
the Chipping Norton News.
Her knight on a white
‘horse’ was Rev’d John
Taylor who whisked Vera
off for a spin on his

motorbike. John made another visit before Christmas for a
singalong with his trusted guitar to catch up with Vera and
friends. The Centre now has an established friendship with
John and he will be back soon to give us a talk on how he
obtained the Freedom of the City of London. What a guy!

Triumph against the odds
Centre resident Rita Wiseman asked her daughter Francine
Heywood to come and talk about her friend Pen Farthing

and his work for Nowzad, his dogs charity based in
Afghanistan. Francine gave Rita and her fellow residents an
interesting afternoon speaking with clarity and passion
about the work in Afghanistan which led to Pen’s being
voted CNN Hero for the Year in 2014.

All made by Great-gran
96-year-old Doris
Chambers, a proud
great grandmother,
has been knitting
jumpers for her
clearly delighted
great grandchildren
– pictured here.
Doris still knits like a
professional and
needs a pat on the
back for all the time and patience she has put in to maintain
her knitting skills. Yarnbomber watch out!

Tales from the Henry Cornish Care Centre
This month puts the spotlight on interesting things some of our older residents are up to at Chipping Norton’s

Henry Cornish Care Centre. News from Karen Berwick.

Sponsor our Eco-volunteer
Lucy English, a former Chipping Norton School pupil and a
Methodist Church member, is part way through her first year
at Portsmouth University. She has been accepted on a VESA

programme –
Vo l u n t e e r
Eco Students
Abroad – and
in June will
spend two
weeks in the
A m a z o n
where VESA
helps provide

remote villages with fresh water, restore the local primary
schools, teach English to primary school children, and build
bathrooms for those without such basic necessities. In the
first week Lucy will stay in a jungle town and commute each
morning by canoe to an inaccessible indigenous community
where she will be working with the villagers and helping teach
English. She will also have a jungle tour, visit an Amazonian
animal refuge and meet with a Shaman (Witch Doctor)
before whitewater rafting her way back to civilisation. Lucy
will then be transported high into the Andes Mountains to
the town of Bańos before returning home. Through this
volunteer programme, VESA has provided 27,000 hours of
English teaching, fully refurbished six primary schools, and
built over 100 full toilet blocks. Lucy needs to raise £1,600
towards the cost of materials, training, resources, etc. and is
looking for sponsorship. If you would like to contribute,
cheques made payable to Chipping Norton Methodist
Church can be sent to Mavis Stephen at 1 Wilcox Road,
Chipping Norton, OX7 5LE. This is an excellent opportunity
to help a young person in her quest to help others.

Martin Hannant

Crown & Cushion Raffle
This year the Crown and Cushion Hotel in Chipping Norton
raised £625 in their Christmas Raffle and the money will be
donated to their chosen charities, Helen & Douglas House
and Katharine House Hospice. Linda from the Hotel told the
News, ‘We would like to thank all those who contributed in
any way either by donating prizes or buying raffle tickets, a
special thanks to Kath for her tireless help. A heartfelt thanks
again to the very kind people of Chipping Norton’.

Katharine House Anniversary
2016 marks the 25th Anniversary of
Katharine House Hospice, with
celebration events and campaigns
throughout the year. This will
include the biggest Festival of
Open Gardens to date and if you
want to feature your garden or
your street and raise valuable funds
for Hospice care contact Sarah
Brennan. Closing date for registration is Friday 19 February.
Care for a Cuppa Week is 6–13 March when you can hold
a coffee morning or afternoon tea and invite your friends and
family round for a cuppa, cake and chat, asking for donations
towards cake and coffee. Information, packs and tips available. 

Don’t forget the Local Lottery with a top prize of
£1,000 and follow Katharine House on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/katharinehouse/ and Twitter:
https://twitter.com/khhosp. Finally, Katharine House Hospice
Stall Sale is on Saturday 19 March 11am-2pm at The
Institute in Adderbury. Bargains, bric-a-brac, donated items,
books, cakes and toys. For all contact please visit
www.khh.org.uk, or phone Sarah Brennan at the Fundraising
Office on 01295 816484.
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Wyn Ellis 1916-2015
It is with great sadness that
the family of Wyn Ellis report
the news of her death after
Christmas, just four days
before her hundredth birthday.
Coming from a farming family
who had migrated from mid-
Wales in the 1930s, Wyn had
spent all of her adult life living
in the local area. She will be
much missed by her family
and friends. Donations in
Wyn’s memory have been
gratefully received for the

Lawrence Home Nursing Team, and the family send thanks
for the many kind messages they have received also.

Becky Pearman

Police and crime update
This month’s news from the Police Neighbourhood report and local
press

Guildhall Police service to close – WODC’s one-stop-
shop at the Guildhall has recently been providing some police
‘counter’ services, such as lost property, document checking,
and incident reporting. This was after the main Police Station
counter closed. But now the Guildhall service is stopping in
April – part of a Thames Valley Police cost-cutting plan to save
£29 million by 2021. Other County sites are also closing,
leaving Witney and Banbury the closest with public desks. The
Deputy Chief Constable, John Campbell, says people are
contacting the police by phone or through social media,
rather than visiting the police stations. The public can still
contact the police 24 hours a day by calling 101 for non-
emergencies or 999 in an emergency. For more information
see www.thamesvalley.police.uk. The local police team can
also be contacted by email
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Freezing weather – with colder weather possible in
February, Police are warning car drivers to check everything:
antifreeze and screenwash, tyre treads, enough fuel in the
tank, battery life, WD40 supplies for frozen locks. Make sure
you have warm clothing and phones with you if out in the
countryside…and stay home if the roads are at all icy and
snowy.

Dogs out of control – If you are walking your dog – even
in your garden – is it under control? There have been several
recent reports of dogs biting people in the Chipping Norton
neighbourhood. The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 says that if a
dog is dangerously out of control anywhere, the owner
and/or the person in charge of the dog at the time is guilty of
an offence. If the dog injures anyone then it could be an
aggravated offence.

More shed burglaries – A commercial shed was broken
into on Old Station Road, Ascott-under-Wychwood overnight
on 15 December. Power tools were taken after the door was
forced open. Several sheds and garages have also been broken
into in the Kingham area. Please check the security of your
outbuildings to deter any offences.

Suspicious vehicles – The teams have been receiving
reports around rural farms and buildings. Please contact
police if you have concerns about vehicles and people you see
particularly in the evenings or early morning. Police would
rather speak to the individuals to check rather than wait for
a crime.

Cold callers – Police have had reports of cold calling
whereby people are receiving phone calls from people
claiming to be from the police and asking to visit your
property. The police will not phone random numbers. The
Police will call you if you have been a victim of crime or if you
have requested contact. If you are worried, ask for the
officer’s shoulder number, hang up and contact the Police. 

Late night assault –
Police want
information following a
sexual assault on a 20-
year-old woman who
got off a bus from
Oxford in Chipping
Norton in the early
hours of Thursday 19
November. A man sat
next to her and
followed her off the
bus before grabbing
her and exposing
himself to her outside The Fox at about 1.30am. Officers want
to speak to the man caught on CCTV footage as they believe
he may have vital information related to the assault. 
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LOCAL FEATURE

Abandoned pub – familiar tale

Great Rollright has a thriving local community but its
abandoned former Unicorn pub, after 27 years of neglect,
is shrouded in scaffolding after West Oxfordshire District
Council took direct action to save a listed building still
privately owned. The pub was bought in 1987 by the
current owner’s father, who closed the pub voluntarily
after two years. Over the next two years he submitted
six planning applications to convert the pub to a house,
doing a barn conversion and adding other houses. All
were refused permission and four dismissed at appeal.
The Council refused the
change of use to a dwelling
because of the potential loss
of a community facility and
failure to prove that a pub
was not viable. Alex
Prindiville, who lives in St
John’s Wood, inherited the
property and in 2010 he
again applied for permission
for residential conversion.
He said it had been on the
market for £275,000,
attracting no interest for 9
months. However, this
application was again refused
and his subsequent appeal dismissed.   The Inspector
concluded that this ‘deliberately imposed period of dormancy
for 20 years’ amounted to ‘deliberate neglect’.   She criticised
the marketing approach and said that a clause requiring any
purchaser to pay 80% of any increase in value following any
planning approval for a period of 25 years was ‘onerous’. 

Council acts to prevent collapse
Since then the
property has
remained vacant,
falling further
into dilapidation,
and WODC has
endeavoured to
get the owner to
carry out
essential repairs
without success.
The Council has

now turned to a little used power relating to
the historic environment that enables them
to step in themselves. In December they
served a Notice, which required the owner to
carry out urgent works by 16 December and
which, if he did not, enabled the Council to
instruct contractors to undertake those
works, reclaiming the cost from the owner.
The owner has chosen this route rather than
to make arrangements himself for the repairs
to be done. Phil Shaw of WODC told the
News, ‘Basically, the structural timbers in the
roof have totally failed and we are propping
up the roof to prevent imminent collapse to

enable us to make the listed building water-tight.’

Chances of revival as a pub
In the early Spring WODC will consider a range of options
for the building’s future, including just fossilising it, more
extensive repairs, compulsory purchase, use as a pub or
alternative uses, and even enabling development, all subject
to viability and financial risks for The Council. Local people
claim that the owners had never been interested in running
the pub, simply the development opportunity. Meanwhile, a
Facebook campaign to buy the building for use as a
community pub seems to have lost momentum, as one main
campaigner has left the village. Phil Shaw said that WODC
had been aware of 2 or 3 tentative interests over the years
but that the owner had not been interested in selling. The
Council would first be seeking to secure the building, then
discuss options for future uses, all depending on financial
viability. The Unicorn is not alone in suffering at the hands of
would-be developer speculators.   The Bishop Blaize pub in
Burdrop has seen a similar planning battle for 10 years. But,
as the Planning Inspector said, the Unicorn has a lot of
potential, with a big garden in a tourist area, and many other
pubs in similar villages can and do thrive. If pubs are to
survive as hubs of village life in rural communities the fight
for the Unicorn will not be a lone battle and it is good to see
WODC engaged.

Future of our village pubs

Horns locked at The Unicorn
An increasing number of Cotswold villages are fighting to ‘save the last pub in town’ as a local community asset.
Churchill kept The Chequers, Salford is seeing the Black Horse revived, Chadlington has a refurbished Tite Inn but
there are pubs no more in Swerford, Spelsbury or Over Norton. The Newsteam’s Linda Rand investigates the ongoing
saga of the last pub in Great Rollright.

Top: The Unicorn today
Below: Abram (the landlord) and Sarah Pearson
with their daughters in 1920 at The Unicorn then

owned by Hitchman’s Brewery
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR 

Who was St Valentine?
Valentine’s Day, the popular festival of
love and romance, traces its origin to
an ancient Roman festival, revived
many centuries later by various
folkloric customs, Victorian
innovations and for the benefit of
florists, chocolate manufacturers and
card makers. It’s also spring when birds

begin to choose their mates and young men and women are
on the lookout for suitors. St Valentine was a priest in Rome
during the reign of Emperor Claudius II who had problems
recruiting soldiers away from their sweethearts to risk death
and so forbade all marriages. But Valentine continued secretly
marrying couples, was discovered, put to death on 14
February around 270 AD and made a saint, later assuming the
image of a heroic and romantic figure. In 498 AD Pope
Gelasius declared 14 February to be St Valentine’s Day. With
increasing popularity in the Middle Ages, lovers began to
exchange notes and homemade tokens known as Valentines. 

The first Valentine cards
It seems the first Valentine's card
was sent in 1415 from France's
Duke of Orléans to his wife when
he was a prisoner in the Tower of
London following the Battle of
Agincourt. The British Library has
on show a 15th century letter
with a first mention of ‘Valentine’
in English. Dated 1477, a Margery
writes to her John pleading with
him not to give her up, despite
her parents' refusal to increase
her dowry. Addressing her 'ryght
welebeloued Voluntyne' she
promised to be a good wife,
adding, 'Yf that ye loffe me as I tryste verely that ye do ye will
not leffe me’. It’s just the same loves, desires and financial
problems as we experience today but without the fine dining,
chocolates and flowers! She promises her undying love, 'Myne
herte me bydds ever more to love yowe truly'. And love won
in the end. Margery did marry her knight and the couple had
a son, William, in 1479. 

Tokens of Love exhibition
An Exhibition at the
Oxfordshire Museum,
Woodstock, shows how
Valentine’s cards took off
during the 19th century,
creating a highly profitable
sideline for publishers by the
1840s. Christmas cards came
later. Cards were often

intricately made from cut out paper or lace, depicting
romantic couples holding hands overseen by a cherub. Each
flower used had a special meaning: roses for true love; violets

14 February – St Valentine’s Day
Love it or hate it, the most hardened anti-Romeo in Chipping Norton will be hard pressed to avoid Valentine's Day –

our Newsteam found out why.

for modesty; forget-me-nots for enduring affection; lilies for
purity. Writers’ Pamphlets appeared with examples of love
poetry. Not all cards were ‘lovey dovey’. In the 1860s Punch
started satirical Valentines and there were even cruel cards
from unfortunate rejected suitors, with special verses. The
Post Office received complaints, particularly as recipients had
to pay the postage. Later, World War I saw many poignant
cards with love messages to absent husband, wife or lover. In
the 1930s advertisers got in on the act with companies linking
an advertising campaign to sending Valentine cards. Shell in

particular sent cards to lady customers with poetic verses
littered with motoring references. A billion or so cards, usually
with hearts or roses, are now sent annually.

Oh ... and don’t forget it’s Leap Year so on 29 February you
Chippy girls can propose marriage to your Valentine!

The Tokens of Love exhibition runs until 13 March. Contact
01993 814106 or www.FriendsOfTom.co.uk.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIAL

Chippy homes can join energy scheme
A new collaboration between Transition Chipping Norton
and Hook Norton Low Carbon could be a great opportunity
for Chippy residents. A few years ago HNLC, whose vision is
to combat climate change by reducing the carbon footprint of

their community, won a very substantial grant which helped a
number of community energy initiatives in Hooky and locally.
These include making low interest loans – some as low as 0%
– to help community members improve thermal efficiency of
their homes. Loans have been used for increasing insulation or
installing solar panels and other renewable energy. Some
householders can also gain from the Government’s renewable
heat incentive scheme. The HNLC loan scheme is a revolving
fund, and loans are usual paid back in a few years, so HNLC
still have the majority of the funds available. Marcus Simmons,
chair and founder member of TCN said, ‘As we have similar
aims, HNLC has invited us to offer similar benefits to
Chipping Norton residents.’ To qualify for a loan, people have
to become a member of HNLC and attend one open meeting
– usually in the Hook Norton Brewery. Membership costs £1,
but those attending get a free pint of Hooky beer, thanks to
the Brewery’s generosity. All loans are subject to meeting the

criteria and approval by the HNLC Board. For initial
expressions of interest email
TransitionChippingNorton@gmail.com

Working for a sustainable future
Transition Chipping Norton and HNLC both have a passion
for working towards a better, more sustainable and resilient
future for our areas. The groups will be working more closely
together. HNLC has expertise in carbon-saving and cost-
saving for buildings and transport, and TCN has interests in
sustainable food and other products. Marcus Simmons said,
‘We want to reach out more actively in our communities, so
that together we can understand the true challenges we face
and the opportunities they give. We have activities planned in
carbon/lifestyle auditing, home energy advice, including
thermal imaging, a local sustainable produce directory,
community supported agriculture, and others. We would also
very much like input from everyone in our communities, on
what you would like to see and be involved with.’

Car Club available in Chippy
In addition to energy-saving in the home, HNLC has focussed
on transport, an important rural issue given limited bus
services. A biodiesel pump has been installed at the Brewery
and all members can purchase biodiesel (subject to car

suitability). HNLC has also started a car club to help people
who only occasionally need a car, or families that sometimes
need a second car, to save money. One car is already available
to Chippy residents who join the car club – parked in the Co-
op car park. For information email carclub@hn-lc.org.uk or
call David Newton on 07535 345885. There are currently
about 30 Chippy members. If more Chippy people join, HNLC
may invest in another car, probably electric. The Co-op has a
charging point.

Marcus said, ‘We hope to engage with many more of you
over the coming months, particularly with our outreach
activities on Farmers Market days, film showings, car club, eco-
loans, and other events and activities.’ For case studies about
how householders in Hook Norton have made thermal
improvements with the help of loans, see www.hn-lc.org.uk
Also check out http://transitionchippingnorton.org and
www.facebook.com/TransitionChippingNorton 

Interested in Transition Chipping Norton? Go along to The Chequers
Barn on 24 February at 7.45 – as well as hearing more on TCN,
you can learn how to ‘audit’ your own lifestyle to help reduce your
own ‘carbon footprint’ – at home and elsewhere.

Save money and your carbon footprint
Do you live in Chipping Norton and want to upgrade your insulation, or explore ways of reducing your carbon

footprint? Or need advice or even a loan to get started? Learn more!

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
victoria@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset

Whatever the
occasion or
celebration,
we provide
everything
you need to
make your
day extra
special

We specialise

in

weddings

christening

birthdays

&

anniversaries

Marcus Simmons & TCN supporters pictured recently



On 3rd March the residents of Chipping Norton
have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to
shape the way their town evolves over the
coming years. After four years of planning,
consultation and fine-tuning, Chipping Norton’s
Neighbourhood Plan is complete and will be
put to the vote in a referendum. If more than
50% vote yes to the Neighbourhood Plan it will
become a legally binding document and part of
the local area’s planning framework.

The policies contained within the Plan are
important because they will help to direct
development within the town up until 2031.
The Town Council’s Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group believes the policies will benefit
Chipping Norton, helping to build a prosperous

and thriving town while safeguarding its natural
environment, landscape setting and special
historic character.

The following pages outline the final policies
that appear within the Chipping Norton
Neighbourhood Plan. If adopted by you on
March 3rd these policies will help to determine
the outcome of future planning applications.
The policies cover four broad themes:
Masterplanning, Town Centre, Building Design
and Use, and Transport and Movement. The
wording of the policies has been abridged
for the purposes of this summary; details
of how to access the full and final version of
the Neighbourhood Plan are given after the
policies listing.

VOTE YES ON MARCH 3RD!



Masterplanning Policies

MP1, Employment land: The provision of new
employment land will be encouraged in appropriate,
sustainable locations, particularly where this will
facilitate the reuse of previously developed (brownfield)
land. Existing employment land will be safeguarded
from non-employment uses.

MP2, Industrial and office units: Proposals that create
flexible industrial and office units will be supported,
provided that the effects on the AONB and the
relationship with the occupiers of neighbouring
properties are acceptable.

MP3, Play space: Proposals for residential development
will provide high quality play and activity spaces for
children and young people. Spaces should be designed
in consultation with the local community and be
maintained to a high standard.

MP4, Green space: Proposals for residential
development will be required to contribute towards the
provision of accessible natural green spaces designed
and maintained to enhance the lives of local residents,
wildlife and the landscape and commensurate with the
size of the scheme.

MP5, New park: A new park including playing pitches,
children’s play space and youth provision, space for
informal recreation and natural greenspace will be
sought on the eastern side of town.

MP6, Brownfield land: Proposals for development that
reuse brownfield land where it is not of high
environmental value will be strongly supported.

MP7, Landscape setting: Developments should protect
and where possible enhance the high quality landscape
setting of the town.

MP8, Natural environment: Development should
contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment by minimising impacts on biodiversity and
providing net gains where possible. Existing ecological
networks should be retained, while new habitats and
networks are particularly encouraged. Measures to
improve landscape quality, scenic beauty and
tranquility and to reduce light pollution are encouraged.

MP9, Green infrastructure: Development should retain
existing trees, hedgerows and habitats which are
important for their historic, visual or biodiversity value
unless the need for, and the benefits of, the
development in that location clearly outweigh any loss.
Any such loss will be appropriately mitigated. Strong
support will be given to the retention of natural
boundary treatments and the provision of new areas of
natural planting and habitat.

MP10, Trees: Development proposals will take account
of, and retain and include, individual trees or groups of
trees of local importance and significance. Sufficient
space will be retained around trees to ensure their
longevity.

MP11, Urban fringe development: The design and
layout of new development in the urban fringe or close
to the edge of the built up area should take account of,
and respect, the character of adjacent rural areas,
green spaces or countryside by providing landscaping
and/or open areas where appropriate, to act as a bridge
or buffer with the adjacent more open or rural area.

VOTE YES ON MARCH 3RD!



Town Centre Policies

TC1, Community facilities provision: Proposals within
the town centre that provide space for community
facilities will be strongly supported.

TC2, Street furniture: Proposals that improve signage,
interpretation and street furniture within the town
centre will be supported to encourage tourism and
longer stays. Proposals should seek to minimise street
clutter and a proliferation of signage.

TC3, Town centre reorganisation: Improvements to the
town centre will be supported to provide a better
environment for pedestrians and a public transport
interchange.

TC4, Town centre car parking: Proposals that increase
the level of provision and/or improve the functionality
of off-street parking will be strongly supported.
Developer contributions may be used to facilitate the
provision of additional off-street parking spaces.

TC5, High Street character: Proposals that retain and
enhance the existing character and amenities of the
High Street will be supported in principle.

TC6, Retail activity: This Plan supports the provision of
new Town Centre uses. Particular support will be given
to provision of active frontages including ground-level
shops and restaurants. The loss of retail and other town
centre uses will be resisted.

Building Design and Use policies

BD1, Historic built environment: The parish’s
designated heritage assets will be preserved or
enhanced. Proposals for development will take into
account their significance and contribution to local
distinctiveness, character and sense of place.

BD2, Conservation Area: The special character or
appearance of the Conservation Area should be
preserved or enhanced. New development including
proposals that involve the alteration or extension of a
building within or adjacent to the Conservation Area
will be supported so long as the form, design, scale and
materials respect the host building (where applicable)
and the Conservation Area, townscape and any
landscape setting, including views. Siting should respect
significant open spaces and trees, while historic
features should be preserved or enhanced.

BD3, Affordable housing: Qualifying developments
should meet a range of households’ needs for
affordable housing. Affordable housing schemes that
meet the housing needs of households who have
connections with Chipping Norton will be encouraged.

BD4, Housing for the elderly and disabled: Housing
developments that increase the choice of different
types of housing available to older and disabled people
in the town will be supported.

BD5, Housing for young people and families: Housing
developments that will enable younger people and
families that have connections to Chipping Norton to
set up a new home in the town will be supported.

BD6, Provision of self-build plots: Developments over
100 units in size should allocate at least 5% of dwelling
plots for self- and custom-builders. The allocation of
plots should also take into account the need as
identified by West Oxfordshire District Council.
Developers should undertake activities to sub-divide
the site into plots and provide supporting infrastructure
such as roads and services.

BD7, Allocation of self-build plots: Those wishing to
purchase a self/custom-build plot should demonstrate
that they intend to live in the property once it is
completed. Dwellings should be constructed within
three years of purchase.

BD8, Bicycle and bin storage: New development should
ensure that satisfactory provision is made for a)
convenient, safe and secure bicycle storage and b)
convenient, safe, closed refuse and recycling bin
storage wherever possible and as an integrated part of
the design and layout of any scheme.

BD9, Sustainable drainage systems: New
developments of ten or more dwellings and major
commercial development will be expected to provide
and incorporate sustainable drainage systems unless it
is demonstrated that this would be inappropriate.

BD10, Water supply and sewerage: Foul water from all
development should connect to the foul sewer so as to
avoid groundwater pollution. Developers should work
to demonstrate that adequate water supply and
sewerage infrastructure capacity exists both on and off
sites to serve developments being proposed and that
any development would not lead to problems for
existing users.

VOTE YES ON MARCH 3RD!



Transport and Movement Policies

TM1, Traffic and HGVs: Design and highways proposals
that mitigate the impact of through traffic within
Chipping Norton, particularly from heavy goods
vehicles, are strongly encouraged.

TM2, Highways network: Development proposals that
generate a significant amount of traffic movement must
be accompanied by evidence that sets out the transport
issues relating to the development, including measures
to be taken to deal with the anticipated transport
impacts of the scheme.

TM3, Electric car charging points: The installation of
public electric car charging points is supported.

TM4, Bus access: As a general principle, the layout of all
new development should take into account the needs
of buses and allow for efficient, unimpeded bus access.

TM5, Public transport: Provision for enhanced public
transport will be sought from residential developments
and non-residential developments as appropriate.

TM6, Public rights of way: All new development will be
expected to protect the existing public rights of way
network within and around the town. Provision for the
enhancement of the public rights of way network
throughout the town and its surroundings will be
sought from residential developments and non-
residential developments where appropriate.

TM7, Walking and cycling routes: Development should
be well connected to other parts of the town. Attractive
and safe walking and cycling routes towards the town
centre and other community facilities should be
provided to serve new development.

TM8, Easy access for all: Developments should take
account of the movement needs of people of all
abilities on pavements, pathways and road crossing
points. Access to new developments should flow
seamlessly from the existing pedestrian network and
prove easy for all to navigate.

VOTE YES ON MARCH 3RD!

VOTE YES TO:
 Promote good design while

protecting the distinct character
of our beautiful town

 Promote a wide mix of housing
to meet the needs of everyone

 Improve public transport
provision and connectivity

 Support the future of local
businesses and jobs

 Protect and enhance the natural
environment and play spaces

 Secure more funding from
developers to help finance local
improvements.

Find out more
The Neighbourhood Plan can be downloaded at:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/chippingnorton Or if you
would like the report emailed to you please email
chippingnortonnp@gmail.com with your request.
Reference copies of the Neighbourhood Plan can
also be read at the library and at The Guildhall in
both the Town Council Offices and the WODC
Information Office. Members of the Steering
Group will be available in the town centre on 27th

February from 10am to 2pm to answer any
questions you might have about the Plan.

Are you registered to vote?
To vote at the referendum you must be on the
electoral roll. Applications to register to vote can
be made via www.gov.uk/register-to-vote no
later than midnight on Tuesday 16 February
2016. Applications to apply to vote by post must
be received by 5pm on Wednesday 17 February.
For more information about voting, including
voting by proxy, visit tinyurl.com/chippynpvote
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The newly refurbished Fox,
which has the advantage of
being in the town centre with
its own adequate parking, has
very well appointed rooms
from £85 per night. There is
one disabled room but most of
them are up fairly narrow stairs
and may pose a problem for
some elderly or infirm guests.
The outside area looks very
inviting and I look forward to
using it when the weather

improves. It has a comfortable lounge area to relax in and also
a meeting room/private dining room which accommodates
about 14 guests. Nine of us went to eat there and we were
very well looked after. The food is a bit on the expensive side
for pub grub but delicious. In particular the fish pie, risotto
and fish cakes met with approval and their burgers looked
really appetising and were woofed down by the boys. Two in
the party had dessert which received the thumbs up. The
service we received was friendly and efficient and the whole
pub had a feeling of comfortable sophistication about it.

Next, up the road to the Cotswolds Club. The newly
opened hotel is very smart. The rooms range from £95 to
£160. The standard rooms are large, airy and well appointed
and the suites luxurious. Most rooms have balconies and the
decor is all one would expect of a modern upmarket hotel.
There is the added advantage of The Spa, free to guests
(excluding treatments). Non residents are welcome to use
the Spa and there are many tempting packages on offer,
excellent to give someone special as a present. There is a
private dining room which accommodates up to 25 and a
large marquee which already has 44 weddings booked for this
year. All sorts of functions take place, their next one being the
Valentine party on 13 February. It makes a perfect events
venue now that accommodation is available.  The only thing I

Eat and Sleep
Over the past couple of months Chippy has acquired nearly fifty new bedrooms, hopefully increasing the

number of visitors to our town, so with this in mind Newsteam’s Sue Hadland decided to visit both The Fox
and the new Cotswolds Hotel at the Golf Club to see what is on offer.

found missing is a lounge where you can sit and chat with
friends, read the newspaper or have a doze. The only public
areas seem to be the bar and the dining area, both well
appointed and large. Now to the food. For events there are
many different menus but I went on Sunday lunchtime when
the Cotswolds Club Menu was on offer. It is very much a pub
type menu, very reasonable priced, including pasta, fish and
chips, pie, pizza, sausages etc. I understand at weekends they
offer this menu along with specials for £19 for three courses.

Excellent value for money. We had their steak and Guinness
pie. The meat was very tasty and tender and for £9.50 a head
excellent value for money.

Let’s hope that these two establishments encourage more
people to visit Chipping Norton in order to help our town to
continue to prosper.

Domiciliary Care Agency

At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,
we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can
mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to
help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to
complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are
committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please 

call: 01608 648656  email: info@carecc.co.uk
or visit our website: www.carecc.co.uk

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

CQC Registered

NOW RECRUITING

Adult Ballet 
Beginner to General, all ages and abilities

Thursday 6.30 to 7.45pm

Friday 10 to 11.15am

‘Teen’ Ballet 11-18 years
No dance experience necessary

New Class 5-6pm

All classes at Glyme Hall
Chipping Norton

For information 
phone: 01608 645256 / 07930 191296 

or email Alimaxwell6@yahoo.co.uk

Alison Maxwell BA(Hons) ARAD  

Royal Academy of Dance CBTS
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THE ARTS

The Theatre
Panto in ten-best list

The Panto at The Theatre has been included in The UK's Ten
Best Pantomime Breaks by The Daily Telegraph up with those

at The Hackney Empire and Richmond Theatre. The Telegraph’s
list is as much concerned with the atmosphere and history of
its chosen theatres as the quality of their productions, and it’s
good to see that The Theatre Chipping Norton has been
recognised for the unique space it is. 

Little Ones Sessions

Starting in February, The Theatre is
launching courses for 0-4 year olds with
taster sessions before signing up to the
full term. Free tea/coffee for carers. 

Little Singers 2-4 years: Tuesdays 10-10.30am 

Little Music Makers 0-2 years: Tuesdays 11-11.30am 

Taster sessions for both of these courses are on 9 February,
£4.50 (booking essential). £22.50 for the five-week term: 23
Feb – 22 March 

Little Dancers 2-4 years: Fridays 9.45-10.15am 

Little Actors 3-4 years: Fridays 3.15-3.45pm 
Taster sessions for both of these courses are on 12 February,
£4.50 (booking essential). £18 for the four-week term: 26
February – 18 March

Spring Half-Term Workshops

Play in Two Days 8-12 years: Children
can join in drama games, improvisations
and devise and perform a play on the stage
in front of family and friends.
Monday 15 & Tuesday 16 February, 10am-

4pm (performance Tuesday 3.45pm) Tickets £55. Bring lunch.

Play in Two Days 5-7 years: Thursday 18 and Friday 19
February, 10am-1pm (performance Friday 12.45pm) Tickets
£45. Bring a snack.

February highlights
Ultimate Bowie, 6 February: Join Ed Blaney as he pays
tribute to the late David Bowie in a visually stunning show
that celebrates Bowie’s ever-changing image and music, from
Starman to Let’s Dance. Saturday 6 February, 7.45pm. 

A Film Lovers Festival, 24 February: The celebration of
cinema and movie making returns this year on Wednesday 24
February at 7.30pm with a screening of a selection of funny,
touching short films. There will also be a raffle of movie

memorabilia and merchandise, a chance to ‘meet the makers’,
with canapés provided by The Chequers, Churchill. The event
is in aid of The Theatre’s film programme.

Fiddler on the Roof tickets on sale

Following the success last year of Carousel, the next
production for CHAOS (CN Amateur Operatic Society) is
Fiddler on the Roof, 12-14 May at The Theatre. The show is
directed by Pat Lake and the Musical Director is Alena Saroka.
The part of Tevye (as played by Topol in the classic film) is
taken by Martin Hannant and his wife Golde is played by
Diana Dodd. Other CHAOS favourites in the cast are Arthur
Taylor, Kieron Keeble, Emily Weaver, Fiona Bates, Ryan Souch,
Dave Court and many more. Three young people making their
debuts are Will Young, Adrian Dansette, and Lindsey
Henderson. Booking is recommended. For more information,
contact david.court@tesco.net.

For booking and more information on all Theatre events,
please call the Box Office on 642350, or visit
www.chippingnortontheatre.com.

CN Music Festival preview
104th Chipping Norton Music
Festival 4-19 March: the
annual festival for audience
and participants to enjoy. The
Festival follows its popular
format with two professional
concerts;  the final Festival Concert with outstanding amateur
participants; and classes where the audience can enjoy
performances and hear the thoughts of the professional
adjudicators. The Festival is non-competitive; there are over
100 classes in music and drama for all ages and groups. Listed
below are all of the concerts and a sample of the classes.

Friday 4 March: The Youth Jazz Band Challenge in
association with the Rotary Club of Chipping Norton. 6.30pm
at CN School. Tickets £2.50

Saturday 5 March: Choirs, junior in CN School and senior in
the Town Hall

Sunday 6 March: Professional Concert ~ Gin & Jazz sees
the Helen Abbey Quartet with a classy set of jazz standards –
everything from Rat-Pack swing, to Ella Fitzgerald, together

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Join Chipping Norton

Literary Festival and Jaffé & Neale

to hear

James Rebanks
Britain's most famous shepherd

Wednesday 2nd March 7.45pm

Chipping Norton Town Hall 

Pictured with the cast of this year’s panto – Robin Hood – are
the winners of the traditional panto colouring competition –

Frankie Miller (11) & Blake Mason (5)
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Museum on 01993 814106 or via www.FriendsOfTom.co.uk.

Cornbury Music Festival
8-10 July, Great Tew Park ~ The 13th Cornbury Music
Festival opens with a fabulous Friday line-up: jazz-pop piano
virtuoso Jamie Cullum, 80’s acid jazz pioneers Soul II Soul,
R&B troubadour Lemar, and rock ‘n’ roll survivor Wilko
Johnson (Dr Feelgood, The Blockheads). This is the first year
Cornbury features a full day Friday line-up, with the arena
opening at 9am and artists performing from 11am. Ska
veterans The Beat along with newcomers Port Isla and
The Lottery Winners also join this diverse line-up. The
Saturday line-up will be announced at the beginning of this
month and the Sunday line-up at the beginning of March. See
www.cornburyfestival.com for more information and tickets. 

Other events
On Wednesday 10 February, The Cotswold Decorative
and Fine Arts Society lecture is Inspired by Winter Colour:
Bruegel to Cezanne and Beyond by Vivien Heffernan, examining
a rich variety of paintings inspired by subtle winter colour.
11am at Bradwell Village Hall, Burford, following the Society’s
AGM at 10.30 (refreshments from 10am). Non-members
welcome (suggested donation £8). Details
www.cotswolddfas.org.uk

Charlbury Art Society meets on Wednesday 10 February
at 7.30pm. There will be a demonstration by local artist
Andrea Bates on Poppy Fields at the Memorial Hall, Charlbury.
Everyone welcome; there is a small charge for non-members.
Phone Kati Edenbenz, 01608 810911 for more information.

On Saturday 13 February
The Nortonians Amateur
Dramatic Society present
Sherlock's Excellent
Adventure by James Barry.
Matinée and evening
performances in the Town
Hall, Chipping Norton.
Tickets £8 (includes light
refreshments) are available
from Jaffé & Neale and
wegottickets.com. Cash bar.
Please call 01993 830930 for
further details.

On Wednesday 9 March, Rachel Higgins, an award winning
artist who creates metal sculptures of birds, insects, mammals,
fish and crustaceans, will be giving a demonstration for the
North Cotswold Arts Association. Broadwell Village Hall,
2-4pm. Visitors welcome, £5 to include tea.

Burford Singers Spring Concert with Cotswold
Chamber Orchestra led by Kate Bailey. Sunday 20 March,
7.30pm. Schubert’s Mass in G, completed in only one week by
its teenage composer, and a moving Requiem for an Angel, by
Paul Carr (2006) in loving memory of his mother. Church of
St John the Baptist, Burford OX18 4RY. Tickets (reserved: £21,
£17, £13 & unreserved: £10.50). Postal booking (advised) from
7 February. Telephone booking from 22 February:  01993
822412. Booking in person from 5 March at The Madhatter
Bookshop, Burford. Full details and booking form available on
www.burfordsingers.org.uk

with a sprinkling of original songs. 7.45pm in the Town Hall
Tickets £12 including a drink and nibbles! (under 18s £3)

Friday & Saturday, 11 & 12 March: Piano classes, Town Hall

Sunday 13 March: Professional Concert ~ Ellipsis, a piano,
flute & oboe trio with Robert Manasse, flute who plays with
the English Chamber Orchestra and the BBC Symphony
Orchestra; Melanie Ragge, oboe Professor at the Royal
Academy of Music who performs internationally as a recitalist
and orchestral player and Susanna Stranders, piano, has
accompanied leading singers, including Bryn Terfel, and
instrumentalists and is currently a Senior Opera Coach at the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama. 3.30pm Town Hall,
Tickets £10 (under 18s £3) 

Wednesday 16 March Woodwind & Brass classes, Town Hall

Saturday 19 March: The Festival Concert, featuring
outstanding class participants. 7.30pm Town Hall. Tickets £5
(free to Friends of the Festival)

Tickets from Jaffé & Neale or via tickets@cnmf.org.uk. 

Artyard Café, Enstone
A new space
for displaying
the work of
local artists has
opened in
Enstone in
what was
formerly The
Harrow. The art
venture is still
in its infancy;
more details in

the March edition. In January the walls
of the Café were covered with the
amazing artwork of local artist
Christopher Preece, the exhibits
entitled Ancient Metals used with
Modern Metals. The Artyard Café
offers a full range of food and drink,
from breakfast and paninis to lamb
shank in red wine with rosemary with

a large variety of vegetarian options. For opening times and
menus call 678852.  

The Oxfordshire Museum
In conjunction with the current exhibition Tokens of Love (see
also Valentine feature on page 17) the following talks are
taking place at the Oxfordahire Museum in Woodstock: 6
February – Real Courtly Love by Janina Ramirez, TV broadcaster
and writer; 20 February – The Loves of the Unicorn by Juliette
Wood, lecturer at Cardiff University and a Director of The
Folklore Society; 5 March – A Garden Enclosed: sacred and
secular love in medieval gardens by Michael Brown, lecturer
and medieval garden designer.  For further details contact the

THE ARTS

Above: Inside the Artyard Café, Enstone
Left: local art on display 
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closely followed by Graham Terry & Peter Ochiltree. In the
Stableford qualifier on 6 January the winner was David
Brooks 40 pts, 2nd Andy Gregory 37 pts c/b. The Division
2 winner was Micky Butson 36 pts and runner up Graham
Lawrence 36 pts. In the Texas Scramble on 8 January the
winners were Vaughan Billings, David Lowe, Andy Gregory
with a net 58. In second place on countback – Mike
Hewitt, David Monk, Graham Terry on net 60. 

Kevin Stirrup

Chipping Norton Town Swifts
Swifts are up and
running for the
New Year. The
Under 7s
(pictured) have
been placed in a
new Spring league
alongside some
good sides. Their
first fixture of
2016 was a home
tie with Easington Sports. The Under 8s enjoyed a successful
end to 2015, finishing their last three games unbeaten,
conceding only one goal. They have been rewarded with a
Spring league of their own, with some mouth-watering local
derbies to look forward to. There is still one place left in the
U8 squad so if you have a Year 3 child looking for a team,
contact Martyn Walsh on 07775 696837. A tricky end to the
year for the Under 11s saw them really tested against strong
opposition, and, after suffering originally, have kicked on even

Town Sports awards
Entry is now closed for the 2016 Chipping
Norton Town Sports Awards. The Award
Ceremony will be on 26 February 6.30-

9.30pm in the Town Hall. Thanks to everyone
who submitted nominations.

WODC sports champions wanted
The next search is for sports people deserving wider
recognition in the 2016 West Oxfordshire Sports Awards.
Nominations are being taken for Sports Coach of the Year,
Sports Club of the Year and Unsung Hero Awards. The
District Council aims to recognise the contribution and
commitment of individuals and achievement of clubs in West
Oxfordshire. Athletes at County level or above can also apply
for a grant to help with costs such as training. These grants
are available through the Council’s leisure contractor, GLL
and range from £100 to £1,250. GLL award winners will also
be given free access to Council-owned leisure facilities in the
District to assist with training. Application or nomination
details are at www.westoxon.gov.uk/leisure or call 01993
861080. The deadline for both is 20 February. 

Cotswolds Club Golf
Saturday 9 December saw our  Captains’ Drive-In at the
Club. After the traditional presentation of jumpers to the
incoming Captains the 50 spectators focused on the 10th tee
where the Captains – Pam Maynard (Ladies’), Vaughan Billings
(Seniors’), Matt Clacy (Juniors’) and Chris Harvey (Men's) –
hit two balls each; The Lady Captain took the honours by
being the only one to hit the green to a raucous round of
applause. With the rain abating 40 odd people played a mixed
2BB competition playing for the Captains’ Trophy narrowly
won by the Men's team. All proceeds were donated to the
Captains’ Charities. 

In the Winter League Round 4, the Better Ball format
was won by Jason and Chip Guy with 45 points, on countback
from Alan Blackwell and Micky Butson. Six pairs finished tied 3rd

on 44 points. It is shaping to be a very close event this year, after
four rounds (out of seven) the leaders are Pete Turner/Simon
Thomas and Chris Denton/Shaun Kench on 171 points, with the
Blackwell boys and Alan White/Steve Davies one point behind.
The top 10 are separated by just seven points.

Seniors’ Results A men’s greensomes replaced the
scheduled Seniors and Ladies competition on 4 January.
The winners with 38 pts were Wilf Benson & Steve Hanks,

SPORTS NEWS

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDREN’S CLASSES

NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON &
STOW ON THE WOLD

4 WEEKS FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE

INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86

www.MartialArtsVoucher.co.uk

Clive Long
Building Contractors 

New Build, Renovation,

Electrical, Plumbing,

Painting, Carpentry.  

All Types of Work Undertaken

To A High Standard @ Competitive Prices 

Mobile:07531 462886

Home: 01608 641475

Email:clivelongbuildingcontractor@gmail.com
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of the indoor over 60s pairs. Steve Whitcombe, Richard
Barnett and Paul Robins lost in the semi-finals of the
Indoor County Triples, but these three plus John Cox
were winners of the Indoor County rinks competition.
The tens team sadly narrowly lost in the County final.’

John Bowlt

Chipping Norton Cricket Club 
1st XI News The new season will present fresh challenges

for the Club. Firstly, the 1st XI faces the
return to the top league in the
Oxfordshire Cricket Association for the
first time in many years. Michael Tompkins
and I are the only playing members who
were at the Club when we last played in
the top league! We hope the side can make
the step up, survive and even compete
with the top teams. Local interest will be
the two clashes with Charlbury. The
second challenge will be filling the gap
following the departure of Sam Evans. Sam
and his family head to Twickenham where
he is to become a golf course manager.
Sam has been a breath of fresh air to the
Club since he joined in 2007. A great
cricketer, coach, club promoter,
webmaster and such a fun person to be

with.The involvement of Sam and his family has played a big
part in the Club’s recent revival. Good luck to them all. 

Graham Beacham

Youth Cricket During the closed season a number of
players were nominated for County Trials with Morgan
Stevens, Gabby Heath, Lottie Oxton and Jake Brown being the
four who made it through two sets of trials into the County
Development Squads. Well done to them and also to all the
others as it provided excellent coaching opportunities to
bring back to the Club.

Preparation for the new season is in full swing. Youth
winter nets for U11-U15s are on Friday nights at Sibford
School while the U17s join the men's training sessions.
Registration for all players of all ages is 10am-4pm on Saturday
12 March at the Club House, Banbury Road. Membership
forms will be available beforehand and on the day. This is a
registration-only day with fees. Tea and coffee will be available.

The Youth Committee needs more people to help due
to last year’s success especially in the U9 and below age
groups. We also need someone to be the U11s coach on
Friday club nights and competitions. Players are also needed
in U13/U15 and U17s teams. Contact Youth Coordinator
Sue Powell 01295 721523/bloxhamsue@aol.com for details.

Sue Powell

Sport in brief
Football: The Town 1stTeam has struck some good league form,
including a recent 7-2 win. This included a Kieran Watts hat-trick.
They are fourth in the Witney Premier Division. The reserves
are finding it tougher, they sit one off the bottom of Division 2.

Rugby: The Town 1st XV had a poor start, but have had some
better results recently, currently sitting eighth in their league.

Motor racing: Alice vs Bernie – Chippy’s motor racing ace
Alice Powell has hit out at Bernie Ecclestone who said female
F1 drivers ‘would not be taken seriously’.

further again and hope to carry this into the new year. The
Under 12s are still showing signs of serious improvement and
after a 2-1 home win and a good test against higher league
opposition in December, they restart their league campaign
with a tie against 2nd placed Chesterton Juniors, before a busy
February, with four fixtures. Life back in the ‘A’ League has been
handled well by the Under 15s, as they finished the year in a
very impressive 5th place. Their restart consists of January
tussles with Easington, Banbury United, and Clanfield. 

CNTSFC are always welcoming new players to the team
at all ages. Visit www.chippyswifts.co.uk for details.

Luke Newman

Chipping Norton Bowls Club
Chipping Norton Bowls Club held its AGM on 7 January. The
following officers were elected for the year: President Tony
Backer Holst, Secretary Roberta Jarvie, Treasurer Val Harris,
Deputy Treasurer Freddy Brooks, Assistant Secretary Carole
Thornhill. The Club accounts for 2015 were presented and
accepted. The President gave his report and said, ‘Thanks to
all the officers and members of the Club for their support
and commitment during the year. The big news is our good
fortune in receiving a grant of £75,000 from Sport England
Inspired Facilities to pay towards creating a two way viewing
gallery, the replacement of the indoor carpet and
refurbishment of the rink. I would like to thank David
Cameron MP for supporting our application. The Club has
been well represented in County competitions with Martin
Shepherd winning the indoor county singles, narrowly
defeating another Chipping Norton member John Cox in the
final. Bill Jarvie and Jeff Martin sadly lost in the semi-final

Sam Evans with
his Town Sports
Award in 2014

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens



Award Night for ATC
Chipping Norton Air Cadets held their annual awards evening
with cadets, parents, the Mayor and British Legion in the
Crown & Cushion in December. A slide show of the year’s
activities elicited much laughter and some embarrassment.
From drill to study, camping to flying, shooting to first aid,
climbing to swimming, and cooking to ironing, cadets were
shown in various uniforms having fun, learning new skills and
stretching their horizons. This was an opportunity for some
parents to see what their cadets do at ATC.  Awards were

handed to many of the cadets, applauded by staff, the
Committee and proud parents. Staff congratulated 136
Squadron cadets on their smart turnout, dedication and
enthusiasm, and thanked parents for their support, all of
which help to make the Squadron a success. The Officer
Commanding, Martin Cristleib announced his transfer to the
wing to head up adventure training. He will be sorely missed
and we wish him well. Kath Newport, took over command of
the squadron from early January. ATC is for young people
aged 12-17. We meet Tuesday & Thursday evenings 7-9.30pm
and our next open evening and joining day is in April. We still
need more adult volunteers. For more information please visit
www.136atc.com or email 136@aircadets.org. 

Helen Haine

Railway Club steams ahead
Our Christmas meeting was a great success. Frank Cooper
entertained us with his Didcot Railway Centre talk, The Great
Western Society – Rail Motor’; following which the festivities
began. A glass or two of wine with hot mince pies and the
chance to win one of the many prizes in our now famous
Christmas Raffle!  All very convivial and enjoyed by all of the
members and friends of the Club. Looking forward; our AGM
is  Tuesday, 2 February and includes a talk by Reece Jenkins on
the Royal Train. Richard Stowe has put together another
impressive programme for 2016. Our two outings will be in
May and September; venues to be announced. On 1 March we
welcome back Chris Youett, our old ‘Coventry Kid’ friend,
whose talk will be entitled A Trip around East Anglia.  

Don’t be a couch potato, come along and meet fellow rail
enthusiasts on the first Tuesday of each month.  We welcome
new members and visitors. Ladies too, we have quite a few
every month.  Free tea or coffee and biscuits in the interval.  

Estelle Brain

Race Night at Rotary 
The annual Chipping Norton Rotary Race Night is on Friday
26 February at the New Beaconsfield Hall in Shipton under
Wychwood, starting at 7pm. Tickets are available in advance at
£15 each for a 2-course meal and the racing, available via
www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk or from Graham on 07801
606237. There will be eight races with bets at a minimum of
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50p. Horses will be for sale by auction for the last race, with
the winner(s) taking half the pot. All proceeds go to charity:
ShelterBox who are providing tented accommodation in
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey for Syrian refugees, as well as
our local ACE Centre plus Rotary Charities. 

Simon Hamilton

Horticultural Association’s new season
The first meeting of 2016 was attended by about 50 members
and visitors, a very good number on such a cold and frosty
evening. Richard Hopkins from Applegarth Nurseries in
Chippy, gave a wonderful presentation The Plight of the Bumble
Bee. Many questions were asked by members and the evening
was enjoyed by all. On 17 February., Richard Cripps from
Broughton Gifford, will speak on Pruning Trees and Shrubs. This
will be in the Methodist Church hall at 7.30pm. Visitors always
welcome. For more details see our website cnha.uk or
contact the secretary Eileen Forse on 643275.

Celebrating salmon fishing
The Chipping Norton Salmon

Syndicate held its 2015 AGM at The
Chequers, Chipping Norton, on
Tuesday 22 December. The meeting
was well attended, all members were
present, and they undertook a review

of the 2015 season and looked ahead
to the 2016 season with great

enthusiasm. The members thanked the landlord of The
Chequers for his continued support of the CNSS by
provision of meeting facilities and a fine selection of beers.

Geoff Weighell 

Scouting around & about 
All the scouting sections would like to thank everyone who
put money in the collecting buckets when we did our bag-
packing weekend in Sainsbury’s in December. We raised just
under £750 and have bought five new tents. Each will sleep six
for about 20 nights a year – 600 nights away!

Beavers: The Beaver section has expanded and split into two
colonies to enable us to welcome more recruits. Each will
follow the same programme of events. 

Cubs: 2016 is exciting for Cubs worldwide as it is their
centenary! There is a district and a county camp to celebrate
and our cubs have been busy designing badges for the camps.
This term they will work on the ‘Our Skills Challenge’ badge
and representatives from Experience Chipping Norton visited
to explain what ECN does and how to get involved.

Scouts have started the New Year with their first session of
Tai Kwondo – only five more to go! They have some problem-
solving this term too – which should tax their grey matter.
The first camp of the year is at the end of January – hopefully
it won’t be too wintery. 

Explorers had a great autumn term with meetings on an
international theme culminating in a delicious international
meal cooked for parents and leaders. Other evenings included
a paint fight and camp fire cooking. Jill Elliot led some great
sessions and Jani Parsons kindly took over as Treasurer. We
welcome Thea Desborough as a new assistant leader. Meeting
nights have changed to Tuesdays and alternate weeks will see
indoor climbing this term. If you are aged 131/2-18 and
interested in joining please email chippyesu@gmail.com.
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Chipping Norton Lions Club
A Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
New Year to all. All the sponsors
of Santa’s Grotto (pictured)  are
thanked in the advert below and
thanks also to all who came to
see Santa – due to shortage of
time this year Santa just sent an
email saying thank you. We are
very pleased that our fundraising
has raised over £3,000. Some of
this was spent on Christmas
hampers for  needy people and a
Carers’ lunch. Funds are also
used to maintain the Town’s four

Defibrillators, our Mobility Scooters and also helping the elderly,
the young and anyone who is in need locally. Our next major
event is an Easter Bingo evening – see next month’s Chipping
Norton News for the date.  We welcome anyone interested in
joining us. If you saw our Grotto Elves, both the good and
naughty, you will know we have fun as well as doing serious
work. Details from any Lion,  our President Rob. Caswell 646003
or visit our website www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk.

Liz Nason

Perfect evening at CN Folk Club
The usual band of suspects gathered at the Blue Boar for
another evening of stunning music and performance. This
lucky band was in for a treat with the arrival of two new
performers. From the rain-soaked hills of the Lake District
came Karin, while from Cheltenham came Mike with his
stunning ragtime guitar style. Karin’s strong bluesy voice gave
us great renditions of an old Buffy St Marie number and a
roof-raising Bonny Raiit blues. John and Christine played an
unusual version of the old favourite murder ballad Matty
Groves while Dave banged out the Johnny Cash classic,
Stronger than Love, on the banjo. Bill sang a song of nostalgia
for the pollution in Wigan’s River Douglas and Mandy and
Patrick, with uke and concertina, brought us a Bill Withers
classic. A night at Chipping Norton Folk Club is nothing if not
varied. It was a perfect evening though, as I was leaving,
squeezing past a couple of drunks at the door, I stepped in the
dog bowl and get a soaking. Now, there must be a folk song
in that. We next meet on 8 February – see p36 for details.

David Oakley

Palestine discussion with Amnesty 
Our group have an interesting talk next month entitled Palestine
2016: Hope or Hopelessness? Stories from Palestinians living in West
Bank.You are all welcome. Karen Fairfax-Cholmeley, from Duns
Tew, will be talking to us about her work there. She believes in
universal application of human rights, and her personal links
with Palestine led to an early engagement with
Palestinian/Israeli issues. First as a lawyer and now as
educationalist, she applies her knowledge to helping the
Palestinian people in their non-violent struggle to uphold
dignity and human rights by engaging with them through
education. There will be Zaytoun goods for sale; olive oil, dates,
and zatar (popular Middle Eastern mixture of herbs and spices).
7.30pm 10 March Lower Town Hall. All are welcome; no fee.
The February meeting is 7.30pm, Lower Town Hall on the 11th.
Call Priscilla Peace (01451 830459) for details. 

A New Year with CNWI
After a very sociable Christmas party in December, Chipping
Norton Women’s Institute celebrated the anniversary of our
formation in 1948 with a convivial lunch in January at the
Crown & Cushion. Plans are in hand for 2016-17 when we
look forward to an interesting programme of speakers.
Other events both at local and county level are also to be
recommended throughout the year. Our next meeting on
Wednesday 10 February is a dabble afternoon when
members will have the opportunity to demonstrate their
various skills. Visitors and new members are always welcome
to join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Yacht Club’s nautical themes
In November we
welcomed Bob
Bradfield. After
retirement Bob
became interested in
charts, and learnt
through experience
how inaccurate and
out-of-date most are.
Six years ago he
founded Antares Charts and has since surveyed and
completed more than 300 charts covering some of Scotland’s
best (and trickiest) anchorages. With modern accurate GPS
and echo-sounding kit, and a bit of computing, he generates
wonderfully accurate and useful charts. Fascinating stuff of
great value to those of us who  explore out-of-the-way places.
At our Christmas get-together we enjoyed a recap of the
year’s talks, a photo competition, and a vaguely nautically
themed quiz won by the usual swots who in this case actually
do get out more… Coming up in our 2016 programme are
Barry Nielson (a leading provider of flotilla and other holidays
in Turkey and Greece), and Peter Cardy (until 2007 Chief
Executive of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency). For
details and to book visit cnyc.co.uk.  Why not join us? We are
a friendly and interesting bunch. There’s no need to own a

Chipping Norton Lions Club
The Lions would like to say thank you to the 
following for their support during 2015

For Santa’s Grotto
Mr Graham Simmons of Cotswold Newsagents 

for the use of The Old Post Office as Santa’s Grotto
Justin Alderslade from Mash for a lovely Armchair for Santa
Friends of the Lions for help with items to create the Grotto

Reindeer Race Sponsors
Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd ~ CETA Insurance Ltd

Cotswold Mobility Limited 
Linda Maia e Silva & her staff at The Crown & Cushion Hotel,

Chipping Norton for the room and all her help

Oxford Planters Limited

The Mayor and Chipping Norton Town Council

K.J Millard Ltd

The Manager and staff of the Mid-shires Co-operative Store
for helping to prepare hampers for us.

Finally, with help from Lion Anne-Marie Shepherdson

Our grateful thanks to the Broadstone Estate for giving us
storage space for our equipment.

Please see our Club report for more details

Bob at work in the Kyles of Bute

Kaye Freeman
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boat or even dream of doing so. Contact
membership@cnyc.co.uk if at all interested!

Roger Backhaus

Tales of Queen Bess for History Sociey
The History Society wishes everyone a very Happy New Year.
Our last meeting of 2015 was the history of Witney blankets.
Valerie Burton engaged an appreciative audience with her
knowledge of the Evenlode mills, the quality and various uses
of the wool they produced, and her own experiences of
working at Early's of Witney. She and her husband recounted
some of the amusing tales, festivals and feasts connected with
life there until the paternalistic work-style finally came to an
end in 2002. Our first meeting of 2016 was the annual Social
and Supper for members and friends. It was a convivial
evening, as ever, with delicious food and a quiz on Chipping
Norton history. On 8 February Dr Gillian White, a well-
known historian and a very popular speaker, will be
entertaining us with tales of Robert Dudley and Queen
Elizabeth I. We look forward to seeing you, and welcoming
new members and guests at 7.30 in the Methodist Hall.

Liz Whitaker

Chadlington Flower Club
We ended last year with an
enjoyable evening in the Town
Hall with Nadia (pictured)
putting us in festive mood
with a Christmas
demonstration after which we
were able to donate £200 to
Sobell House Hospice. We are
planning a variety of
demonstrations and
workshops for 2016. For

more information about the Club contact Ann on 683289.
Elaine Parsons

Exciting times for Labour
Exciting times for Chippy Labour Party with membership
more than doubling in the last year. Better still, many of the
newcomers are young people, a group often disenchanted
with politics. Why not come to our monthly meeting for some
stimulating discussion on the state of the country. Second
Tuesday each month at 7.45 in The Chequers. If that’s too
much, how about one of our regular Quiz & Chips nights? The
next will be on Friday 26 February, 7.30 again at The
Chequers. For more information, contact any  Labour District
or Town Councillor or email davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

David Heyes

Glitz, glam & pom poms at WOWI
West Oxfordshire WI had a wonderful evening in November,
courtesy of Fibreworks, making Christmas pom pom wreaths
for our doors. We had so many people, they had to go up the
hill for more materials. There was a lovely colourful display at
the end. Thank you to Claire Jarvis and her staff for helping us.
We must also thank Whistlers for a fantastic Christmas meal
in December. We all put on our glitz and glam and had a
wonderful evening in the downstairs room where we didn't
disturb anyone else!! There were lovely raffle prizes to be
won and a quiz to tax our brains. In January Gillian Cane came

to tell us 'It's a Girl's Life in the Army'. Then we are having a
craft evening on Monday 15 February to do Decopatch eggs
(not real ones!) to make Easter Trees!! We're a friendly group,
do come and join us at 7.30pm in St Mary's Parish Rooms at
the bottom of Church Street,  Chipping Norton.

Hilary Dix 646228

British Legion visit to Brize Norton
In late
November 24
members and
guests of
Chipping Norton
Royal British
Legion Branch
visited RAF Brize
Norton. After an
overview of the
operations on the base we boarded our coach for a tour. Our
destination was the large hangar in which the Lockheed Martin
C-130J 'Hercules' tactical transport aircraft is maintained. This
aircraft is the workhorse of the RAF's Tactical Air Transport
fleet. We then witnessed one of these magnificent machines
take to the air. We returned to the Officer's Mess for lunch
before rejoining the coach for a trip out to the runway where
Boeing C-17A Globemaster III No ZZ176 waited patiently. 99
Squadron operates eight of these behemoths of the sky which
provide a long-range, strategic, heavy-lift capability, which
enables us to  sustain an effective force close to combat,
peacekeeping or humanitarian missions worldwide. It can
carry out high-angle, steep approaches at relatively slow
speeds, allowing it to land on small airfields. Where the Herc
had looked smaller inside than it did outside, the C17 was
tardis-like, a vast metal cavern of pipes, wires and tubes. We
boarded the bus again to view the two other aircraft operated
by RAF Brize Norton: the Airbus A330 Voyager which provides
Strategic Air Transport and Aeromedical capability and the
Airbus 400M Atlas destined eventually to replace the Hercules
C-130. The last visit was to the Airborne Delivery Wing which
brings together all the military elements that deliver troops
and resources by parachute to both land and sea. 

Our thanks to Squadron Leader Mark Robinson for
arranging this excellent visit and to all who looked after us
during the tour. As a small measure of our gratitude we
collected some £40 for the base's welfare housing project
plus a further £160 from our community fund.

Steve Kingsford

North Oxfordshire Organic Gardeners
We start our year in inspiring form with a visit by James
Campbell, the energetic and highly effective Chief Executive of
Garden Organic (formerly known as the Henry Doubleday
Research Association). This national charity, based at Ryton
Gardens near Coventry, and founded over 50 years ago,
works in various ways to provide an organic and sustainable
future for us all. James Campbell will be providing Garden
Organic’s Vision for the Future on Wednesday 3 February at
7.30pm. And on Wednesday 2 March, we’ll be learning all
about the Butterflies of Oxfordshire and how to attract them
to our gardens when Roger Kemp, author of Jewels of the Air,
will share his expertise and enthusiasm with us. Do join us –
North Oxon Organic Gardeners meet at 7.30pm, St Mary’s
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details are: Branch website     www.mssociety.org.uk/
westoxfordshire; Helplines: Local 0800 917 9790, National
0808 800 8000, contact for the younger (20-45ish) group: is
mssy.oxfordshire@gmail.com. and you can contact me on
645988 or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson

Chippy Stargazers surge into 2016
Cloudy skies in December and January proved challenging for
stargazers in CN Amateur Astronomy Group, but we thought
our hugely successful December meeting with Prof Chris
Lintott (see p7), would be hard to beat. However our 10th

anniversary year ended on a real high, as we were featured on
Channel 4's Britain’s Weirdest Weather 2016, when we filmed
the lunar eclipse of 28 October. Here we are picured in late
December on a very cold Enstone airfield with Sky At Night

solar expert Dr Lucie Green being filmed for BBC Stargazing
Live 2016 and featuring on TV in mid-January. Our outreach
programme gathers pace with visits to Dormer House,
Oxford University and Fairford plus a Family Focus event at
Chipping Norton School on 4 February. Our guest speaker in
the Methodist rooms on Monday 15 February is astronomer
and historian Mike Frost. In March we have a month-long
exhibition in The Theatre with a screening of the
documentary Starmen on the 29th and 16 April sees our Spring
MoonWatch at the Rollright Stones, weather permitting.

Interest in astronomy is at an all time high and CNAAG
is for everyone with a curiosity about the starlit sky. If the
new year finds you hoping to find a new hobby or resurrect
an old interest, come along to any of our meetings. No
experience, knowledge or equipment required, just bring your
interest and a very warm overcoat - the night sky will do all
the persuading necessary. Visit www.cnaag.com for details.

Robin Smitten

Mulled wine & rain for Ramblers
The Chippy Rambling Club had its Annual General Meeting in
December accompanied by mince pies and mulled wine. But
not until we completed a short walk via Bliss Mill, the
community orchard and the path up towards Over Norton.
Unfortunately the January walk had to be cancelled because
of the heavy rain. But we look forward to better weather for
the rest of the year! We meet on the first Sunday of the
month in the New Street car park at 1.30pm (2pm once the
clocks change), get into two or three cars and make for the
start of the walk, which we take in turns to lead. We walk at
a leisurely pace for a couple of hours and new members are
very welcome. If you are interested in joining us, contact
Heather Leonard (643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk)
or you can email me via jennyharrington@btinternet.com.

Jenny Harrington 

CLUB NEWS

Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton. Visitors: £3, Members: £1.
For enquiries about NOOG please contact
tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Quaker meetings
There are now Quaker monthly meetings from 7.30-8.30pm
in the Lower Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month:
3 February, 2 March. Everyone is welcome. Each meeting will
include a discussion about an aspect of the Quakers and also
20-30 minutes of silent worship. 

Yoga for MS in Chippy! 
Our new Yoga sessions are
continuing at CN Health
Centre at 11am each
Friday with therapeutic
yoga concentrating on self-

awareness, breathing and calm as well as gently exercising all
parts of the body. Participants can sit, stand or lie down and
do not need to attempt any tortuous positions. They will
improve breathing, posture and, most of all, awareness of their
whole body, as well as learning techniques that can be used at
home. So if you would like to try this please contact me as
below. 

I am always keen to hear how you found treatment from
Health and Social services, good or bad, and not just from
people with MS. Anonymous or not, I will treat any
information as confidential as needed. The more we can relay
real stories the more power we have to make improvements
to the systems. I cannot take on individual cases – these will
need to go through the formal complaints procedure. Contact

K J Millard Ltd

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!

All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.

Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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The Friendship Club for the Bereaved
All future meetings of the Club will be held at the Masonic
Hall, Over Norton Road in Chipping Norton from 1.30-
3.30pm on the last Saturday of the month. These meetings
were formerly held at Highlands Day Centre. Contact Mrs PD
Smith on 678456 for further information about the Club.

Green Gym at William Fowler Wood
We have spent four
sessions at the
William Fowler
Wood in Chippy:
two continuing to
lay the hedge that
borders on the
allotments and two
planting new trees
in the more open
areas. This is a
lovely community
area and it is a pity it’s not used more, apart from the
occasional dog walker. Just go up the rough track by the
Leisure Centre, past the allotments. We also continue to tend
Fitzalan Wood, the newly planted copse by Travis Perkins, and
laid some slabs in St Mary’s School garden. Outside Chippy, we
have continued to lay a hedge at the Warriner School and
cleared scrub at BBOWT’s nature reserve near Hook
Norton. We are pictured above just before Christmas when
we cleaned out our tool shed, cleaning and oiling the tools –
an annual task always followed by a Christmas lunch! Do

31 March 2016

come and join us on Wednesday mornings! Get fit and enjoy
good company while caring for the local environment. There
are jobs for all ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts
may be available. Details: www.chippygreengym.org, or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. All are welcome!

Jenny Harrington

UKIP Corner
On 20 January UKIP Witney held their AGM at Witney
Methodist Church. Chairman Stephen Nash thanked
members, both old and new, for turning out on such a cold
night. Stephen was confirmed as Chairman, a new Secretary
was voted in, and the Treasurer will continue in post. Former
Secretary Jim Stanley is to concentrate on the new post of
Campaign Manager, and also act as Vice Chairman. Simon
Strutt, candidate in the General Election, joined the other
committee members who were voted in unopposed.

The UKIP Oxfordshire coordinator, Dickie Bird attended
and answered the question of where UKIP goes when we win
the Referendum. He assured those present that UKIP is here
to stay. While only winning one seat in Parliament, the vote
count exceeded that of the Scottish Nationalists, the Green
Party and Liberal Democrats. With a PR system instead of
First Past the Post, UKIP would have held the balance of
power with 88 seats. It can only be a matter of time before
UKIP is recognised as the third Political Party. Until then UKIP
will work to free the UK from the shackles of Europe,
working with any and all of the many groups working towards
this goal. 

To contact any of UKIP Witney’s officers, please get in
touch with us via email – UKIP.ChippingNorton@gmail.com

Jim Stanley

31 March 2016

31 March 2016



potential in maths in a friendly family setting. 

CNPS news: The end of the year saw nearly 400 pupils
from the partnership primary schools come to Chipping
Norton School to participate in a range of activities
organised and led by our staff and students. Mrs Phillips and
the Sixth Form Sports leaders led an indoor athletics
tournament for 131 Year 5/6 pupils and 34 Year 11 Boys
Sports Leaders also helped organise a very successful Year
3/4 Ball Skills festival for 193 children. The younger children
had a fabulous experience and received lots of
encouragement and support from the older Sports Leaders.

Mrs Du Crȏs and
the Year 12 Sports
Leaders had a wonderful
time when they held a
Dance Festival for 30
Year 3 pupils at Holy
Trinity Primary School.
The children created
some brilliant dance
routines based around
the theme of well-
known fairy tales. 

Mr Gent and Mrs
Cobb from the
English Department
introduced 34 Able,
Gifted and Talented
pupils from Years 4/5
to a seasonal
favourite, A
Christmas Carol. The
pupils enjoyed some

impromptu drama re-enactments and did some written work
using lots of imaginative adjectives to create characters
worthy of a novel by Dickens. 

Festival of Nine Lesson and Carols: In December, St
Mary’s Church was ringing to the sound of voices and
instruments as the School staged their annual service of Nine
Lessons and Carols. Students from all year groups took part
in the varied programme, performing traditional carols,
popular songs and a new composition by A level musician
Emma Pascoe. The newly-formed Chamber Group gave their
first performance, as they opened the service with music from
‘The Snowman’. With performances from the Junior Choir,
Senior Choir, Staff Choir, Lower School Choir, Jazz band, Jazz
ensemble, and the Year 10 GCSE students, as well as more
than a dozen soloists, the evening was a varied mixture of
festive entertainment.

UK Space Design Competition: A group of Sixth form
students recently took part in the Central England heat of the
UK Space Design Competition. The team impressed the
judges with their innovative design and were further praised
for their problem-solving skills. The presentation they put
together in just one day was hugely impressive and other
teachers at the event were highly complimentary. The team
now go forward to the National Final in London in March
where they will compete with the other regional winners.
Selected members of the winning team at the National final
will be invited to represent the UK at the International Final
in Houston, Texas.

Chipping Norton School
Lighting the Fire:
Lighting the Fire
returned to the
School on 21
November and what
a fabulous day of
inspiring talks,
thought-provoking
poetry and stunning
images it proved to
be for the audience
of 130. Parents,
students and visitors

from the local area were treated to a whole host of TED style
talks by guest speakers including well-known TV producer
John Lloyd CBE. Five fearless students (including two from
Year 7) delivered engaging talks on subjects that are
important to them; all student speakers were a credit to the
School. A huge debt of gratitude is owed to the School’s
Parent Association and all the parents, students and friends of
the School who helped pull together this amazing day. 

Sports news: Two of our sports teams have enjoyed great
success recently. The Year 10 Girls’ Hockey team were
triumphant at the West Oxfordshire tournament for the
fourth consecutive year and the U14 Boys’ Rugby team have

been crowned County Cup champions after beating Lord
Williams’s School by 22 to 19 in the final. Both teams are a
credit to the School. 

Family Focus: A group of Year 7 students and their parents
were invited by the Maths Department to take part in some
challenging but fun activities to help the children achieve their
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St Mary’s Primary 
Retirement of Joan
Thomson: The staff of St
Mary’s said a sad farewell
to a special colleague at
the end of the autumn
term. Joan Thomson has
worked at St. Mary’s for 34
years, mainly as a teaching
assistant in Key Stage 2
and more recently her job
role focused on external
relations. Joan was a key
figure within the School
and her duties were varied
and many. To mark her exit after so many years and to give
her the send- off she deserved, a retirement party was held at
the School. She was of course guest of honour and
surrounded by her close family and friends and colleagues
both past and present she was treated to an evening of food,
music and reminiscing. Many fond memories were shared and
nobody was left in any doubt as to the positive legacy that
Mrs Thomson has left within the School. She will be truly
missed by children, staff and parents alike but we wish her the
happiest of retirements and all good wishes for the future.
Thank you Mrs Thomson!

Foundation: After a lovely break, we returned to school

energised and excited about this term's learning. We will begin
the term by learning about 'Cold Lands' in anticipation of
colder weather! Pictured are Sienna, Rhys, Sophia and Libby
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pretending to be Polar animals and scientists in the a role play
area we have created which includes an explorer's tent and
information about animals and weather. We shared our art
work with visitors to our 'International Arts Evening' on 21
January.

Year 1 & 2 Launch day: William Harvey reports: On our
launch day we first looked around to give us an idea of what
the topic was. We could look at world atlases and the teacher
asked me to find Brazil in the book; it was on page 44. Later
we did a quiz. I really enjoyed in taking part in the quiz. I am
looking forward to learning more about the carnivals. 

Year 3 & 4
Launch day: What
a surprise we had
when the Mini Beast
Roadshow came to
our school. We
were introduced to
lots of insects,
lizards and snakes.
Madeline Palmer
liked touching the
snakes ‘they felt like
plastic.’ ‘I held the
large toad, it was
too fat to jump’ said

Chloe Mulhern. One of the teachers kissed the toad to see if
he would change into a prince ‘He didn’t!’ giggled Jessica
Cunningham. The roadshow brought along lots of different
creatures. Everyone got the chance to hold tarantulas, stick
insects and cockroaches among other. It was a great start to
our new topic about habitats.

Year 5 & 6 – Marvellous Mexico! Joanna Pike and Dijonay
Walker report: After weeks of suspense years 5 & 6 finally had
their launch day to reveal their new topic. Dijonay Walker said
‘The first activity we went on, everyone thought that they
knew what the country was but every time we changed
activity our answers changed.’ One activity was food tasting
(pictured above) and it was really nice because you get a
chance to try something you have never eaten before!
Another was listening and watching the pictures. There were
lots of birds and animals from the tropics, also there were old
settlements in the jungle. The last activity was a map of the
country, then we knew it was near the Cayman Islands.
Altogether it was a really fun day – I would recommend
having a launch day for every school!! 
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Christmas Performances: Audiences were wowed by the
fantastic singing and acting in the Foundation Stage’s

performance of A Miracle in Town and in Key Stage 1’s

performance of A Midwife Crisis. All the teachers’ and students’
hard work really paid off resulting in performances they could
be proud of. The Key Stage 2 Carol Service provided a
beautiful afternoon and evening. The church looked
magnificent by candlelight and the children’s voices soared to
the rooftops. 

Choir: Our school sang
at the Chipping Norton
Shopping Evening before
Christmas and warmed
the hearts of the
Christmas shoppers. We
were also visited to the
Co-op and Henry
Cornish Care Centre to
share our carols with the
local community. 

Christingle Assembly: Year 3 performed a fantastic
Christingle assembly in December. All the other classes and
parents were impressed by their clear speaking and beautiful
singing and it was a wonderful sight to see all the Christingles
lit on stage. 

Christmas Fayre: Thank you to all who supported us at the
PTA Christmas Fayre. There was a huge selection of stalls
filling the hall and several of the classrooms. It was a
wonderful evening and raised a fantastic £1250. 

Young Voices Singing Festival: All of the hard work put in
by the KS2 Choir over the last couple of months came to

fruition on Monday. They met with thousands of other
children to perform a selection of songs and dances in front
a huge audience. There were a number of other live acts
performing alongside the children. The children were
spellbound throughout the entertainment and sang beautifully
too. It was a night to remember for the children, their parents
and the accompanying staff.

Pantomime: We would like to say a big thank you to the
Holy Trinity PTA for funding our annual trip to the Chipping
Norton pantomime, Robin Hood. It was a morning enjoyed by
the whole school. It was lovely to have a member of our
school acting in the Pantomime.

PTA Bingo: The first PTA Bingo Night held in the Town Hall
was a great success, raising just over £750! Thank you to the
organisers and volunteers who helped the event run
smoothly.

Year 3 Dance
Workshop: Year 3
had a great afternoon
with the Year 12
Sports’ Leaders from
Chipping Norton
Academy. This year the
topic was ‘Disney
characters’, with our
children especially
enjoying acting out
scenes from the movie
Shrek. 

The Hour of Code: During Computer Science Education
Week our Year 5 took part in the largest education event in
history – The Hour of Code. Children in Years 4, 5 and 6
enjoyed a one-hour introduction to computer science, where
they learned to make computer games with a Star Wars or
Minecraft theme.

RSPB: The whole school took part in the Big Garden
Birdwatch on the weekend of 30-31 January. Part of the
survey was for the children to monitor and observe the
different varieties of birds that visit their garden over the
period of an hour. The children’s data was then sent to the
RSPB for their annual birdwatch survey. It was amazing to see
the number of different varieties of birds seen over the
weekend.
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Kingham Primary 
KS1 Nativity ‘It’s a Party!’ Well what a party we had! Well
done FS and KS1 children on your acting, singing and story-
telling of the Nativity, it was a truly magical ‘party’
performance. 

Y5/6 Tudor Christmas Pageant: Bringing their Tudor topic
to a dramatic climax, the children dressed up to take their
places in their Tudor banquet and what a banquet it was!
Candles, candelabras, wreathes, pastries, pork pies, a ‘Tudor
Rose’ cake and a pig’s head no less made it an occasion fit for
a King – even Henry! 

Y3/4 Saxon/Viking morning:The Y3 Vikings and Y4 Saxons
certainly enjoyed a festive Christmas party – playing Reindeer
Drive and Pass the Parcel. 

Y5/6 Christmas Production: It was a truly Renaissance
performance! With a convincing Henry VIII, Shakespeare,
Marlow, six wives and many other legendry characters it was
a performance not to forget. Here are some highlights of the
night: KS1 loved the snippet of the balcony scene from Romeo
and Juliet; our parents commented on the beautiful
‘Greensleeves’ with our talented instrumentalists and of
course everybody bowed to our very own King Henry VIII. It
was time to show Y5/6’s array of talents by sharing poems,
songs, dram and dance but, most importantly, we had fun! By
Claudia Y6.

Great Rollright Primary
The first half of the Spring Term has been very busy! An
Education Officer from The Oxfordshire Museum ran a
workshop for The Ocean Class with lots of Roman artefacts.
We also took part in a Partnership Swimming Gala and
Netball Tournament. We still have a Dance Festival, and an
exciting Book Week to look forward to! Children in
Mountains class learned a great deal about the Greeks when
they visited The Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. The children
in Meadow and Woodland classes visited Hook Norton
Library for a special session and we are grateful to the library
staff for making us so welcome. Mountains class are getting
very excited about their forthcoming residential trip to
Dorset in March. Whilst away there is a packed programme
planned including archery, a low ropes course, a barn dance
and a Food and Farming Day. The Friends of Great Rollright
School have kindly funded all the coach costs for the trips we
have been on and also contributed to updating equipment in
our Outdoor Learning Area. They meet regularly and recently
held a very successful Ladies Night. One date to put in your
diary is Saturday 18 June which is when we are holding our
Summer Fete. 

We recently began another major building project,
constructing the steps joining our newly opened classroom to
the playground area. As ever, we are very grateful to everyone
who has donated funds or supported our fundraising events. 

Chadlington Primary 
Whole School Topic: This term’s topic is 'We are
Astrophysicists' and the children are finding it really exciting.
Highlights are a visit from a Rocket Scientist, holding our very
own Science Fair for parents and launching a space balloon
which will carry our Science experiments. There will also be
a camera on board to take photos from the edge of space
whilst we track the balloon from our computers in school.
The Wizards and Dragons will be visiting the National Space
Centre and the Pixies and Elves will be taking part in a
workshop led by the Star Dome.

School Parliament: Following our trip to Westminster last
term, the Wizards have formed their own Parliament and
started debating hot topics within our school. One of these
has been how to minimise the mud being brought inside
during our particularly wet winter. There have been some
brilliant ideas which the children hope to make 'law' as soon
as possible.

Ballet Lessons: From this term the whole school will be
getting weekly ballet lessons from Royal Academy of Dance
trained teacher, Alison Maxwell. The children will develop
their posture, balance and strength and boys and girls are very
much looking forward to this exciting addition to our PE
provision.

Middle Barton Primary
The New Year is now in full swing and we are busy with lots
of exciting activities. 

On 11
January the
choir left for
Birmingham to
take part in
‘Young Voices’
with great
en thu s i a sm .
They joined in
with around
six thousand
other children
to sing songs

they had rehearsed and also to learn new ones. The children
were a credit to the School and it was a fantastic experience!

On 15 January the whole school took part in a very
enjoyable Modern Foreign Languages Day. We started with a
continental breakfast of croissants, brioche, cheese, salami and
fruit. Then each class learned about a different European
country and their language – French, German or Spanish. This
was led by Year 11 students from Chipping Norton School.
Each class was also dressed in their flag’s colours. We all
assembled at the end of the day to share what we had learnt. 

On 22 January we welcomed dads, stepdads and
granddads into school for a new event – ‘Date for dads’. They
shared their expertise with the children by leading activities
with groups. Hopefully this will become a regular feature of
school life.
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The whole school is looking forward to thinking about
different cultures by celebrating Chinese New Year at the
beginning of February through dance, food tasting, calligraphy
and storytelling. 

Acorns Primary 
Class 3 began a new topic called ‘Frozen Kingdom’ and on day

one stepped outdoors into the science garden to investigate
icebergs! They had great fun exploring how and why icebergs
float and what happens to them as they travel. After the prac-
tical exploration, the children researched the polar lands and
how icebergs form. The Historians of Class 3 particularly
enjoyed researching the events which led to the sinking of the
Titanic. We have also examined the scientific element of our
topic. The children investigated how polar animals inherit
certain features evolving through natural selection. They were
keen to see how the cycle of life works in the Polar Re-gions
and studied food chains, especially producers, consumers and
top predators. This was brought to life through watching
these animals in their natural environment on the BBC
documentary The Hunt. As Geographers, pupils have revised
their learning on continents and oceans and have progressed
to locate the Polar Regions focussing on lines of latitude and
longitude. They have found and labelled on a world map the
Equator, Tropics, Arctic and Antarctic Circles and also the
Prime Meridian. 

Kingham Hill School
Open Day Saturday 6 February 11am-2pm All are
welcome to our
Michaelmas Open
Day so do bring
your family and
come and find out
more about life at
Kingham Hill. Your
visit will include
the opportunity to
talk with teaching
staff, current
parents and house-parents, find out more about our school
transport routes which include pick up points at Moreton,
Stow, Chipping Norton and Kingham. You will have the
opportunity to explore the site including the Veritas building
(our state-of-the-art Maths and Science facility), visit day and
boarding houses, see for yourself our fantastic leisure facilities,
find out more about our free Leisure Club Membership for all
parents, enjoy the beautiful grounds plus a tour of the School
guided by our senior pupils. A presentation by our
Headmaster then follows and a delicious informal lunch
rounds off the day. Most importantly, you will experience the
ethos and atmosphere of our happy and thriving family
community and get a real feel of what life is like at Kingham
Hill. Please let us know if you would like to join us, the whole
family are very welcome. T:01608 658999
:admissions@kinghamhill.orgW: www.kinghamhill.org.uk

Sibford School 
RADA Young Actors’ Summer School: School pupil,

Cara Mattinson, has been
awarded a place at this
prestigious Summer
School. Cara, who hopes
to do a university degree
in Drama/English before
applying to attend RADA
full-time said, ‘It’s been
my ambition to get into
the RADA Summer
School and I’m really
happy to have the

privilege of being able to go.’ Sibford’s Head of Drama, Neil
Madden, added, ‘There was very stiff competition for this,
therefore we are delighted that Cara’s application was
successful. It will be a great opportunity for her to learn more
about the craft of acting and will be a good preparation for
her future plans.’ 2016 promises to be an exciting year for
Cara. She is starring as The Wicked Witch of the West in
Sibford School’s production of The Wizard of Oz which will be
performed at the School from 9-11 February with a special
production for local primary schools on 8 February. Tickets
are available from the school or on-line
(www.sibfordschool.co.uk/news-events/whats-on/)

Our Whole School Open Morning on 4 March gives
parents of prospective pupils the opportunity to find out
more about what the School offers for pupils aged between 3
and 18. For further information call admissions officer, Elspeth
Dyer, on 01295 781203.

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM

2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Cara with Sibford Head of Drama,
Neil Madden
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Thanks for Xmas tree help

Once again the Town owes a very big thank you to volunteers
who gave up their Sunday mornings to either put the lights on
the Town’s Christmas trees or to take them off. I am grateful
for all, including members of the Chipping Norton Explorer
Scouts. Without their help Chipping Norton town centre
would not have looked so good over Christmas. My thanks
also to Martin Jarratt for supplying the trees, Richard Taylor
for helping with delivery and disposal, Terry at the Town Hall
for his help, the retailers and householders who have trees
on their premises, and the Town Council's contractors,
Dave and Dave, who do a great job and are a great help to
the team. Thanks to you all, on behalf of Chippy folk.

Pat Lake

Constant toilet complaints

Can something be done about the public toilets at the Town
Hall? They are closed or malfunctioning more often than not
– recently closed four consecutive weeks. On going to the
Guildhall, I was told they had been vandalised, but no help was
offered, just a shrug. New Street car park is too far for the
elderly and infirm, with a steep hill back up to town. People
with a bus to catch have not got time to go that far. I meet
many visitors distressed at the lack of facilities. Come on
Chippy! This is not good enough for ‘Best High Street’.

Anne Macdonald

What is happening to Chipping Norton? Where do you go if
you require the toilet fast? Answer: nowhere! New St car park
gents have lost their urinals and have only two sit down toilets.
The Town Hall gents have been closed – what if a disabled
person comes to Chippy for shopping? The New St disabled
toilet is only used if you have a key or are a traffic warden. The
Co-op’s big and bright new store has no toilet: everybody has
to use the cafes and wine bars meant for customers only. Come
on Council, let’s have some more toilets

Michael Smith

The Fox Inn 

With reference to Murray McGlynn’s letter about the re-
furbished Fox Inn, it isn’t just the beer that is expensive. The
meals are as well. What was once a ‘Town’ pub where everyone

was made welcome is now a pretty awful place. Hook Norton
Brewery has ruined what was once one all locals enjoyed as a
friendly welcoming pub. We all go elsewhere now.

Mr R Cox

Plea for new footpath

How pleasant and convenient it would be to walk via the
allotments next to Chipping Norton School and Glyme Hall,
take a left turn, through the field to Tank Farm, past the
Catholic School to the Health Centre. Most of this route is
already a designated footpath. Access would have to be made
by a new path from Glyme Lane, past the edge of school
playing fields then join the top of Wards Road. It would save
going down into town, then struggling up London Road. It
would also be handy for those in the Walterbush Road area
and on the proposed new estate off Burford Road.
Pedestrians walking in the opposite direction to the school
and Leisure Centre would also find it useful. It might even cut
out a few car trips. Any chance of a well-lit footpath?

Frances Bain

Please respect those amazing ushers
First of all I would like to thank the amazing volunteer ushers
at Chipping Norton Theatre whose friendly welcome and
wonderful interaction with children during the pantomime
made everyone’s visit extra special. Throughout the year these
lovely people give their time so we can keep our precious
theatre open, as the tight budget cannot afford to pay them.

On a sadder note, I was disappointed to see fellow
audience members leaving piles of rubbish for ushers to clear,
including spilt ice cream, coffee, crushed crisps, biscuits and
even a dirty nappy. Thank you again, ushers. You do a fantastic
job! Please respect these brilliant volunteers, who have to stay
behind and clean up for no reward.

Name and address supplied

Traffic accident witnesses
A notice concerning an accident my wife had on Worcester
Road on 16 December 2015. She was driving home from
town and a rider from the kennels approached riding one
horse and leading another. The horse became agitated and
came across the road into the side of the car causing
considerable damage. If anyone witnessed this please contact
me on 643639 or John256@btinternet.com

John Grantham

Magnificent send off!
Thank you to Yvonne and all her staff for the most amazing
send off I could have ever imagined at my retirement party
with past and present staff, and for my wonderful gifts
which I will treasure for ever. Thank you, Carol and singers
for my song ‘Hey Joan’, to the tune of ‘Hey Jude’. Thanks also
to the wonderful children of St. Mary's for my heartrending
assembly, with another song, this time ‘Mrs, Mrs Thomson,
we love you’ to the tune of ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’. Thank
you must also go to parents, past and present, for your very
kind gifts and good wishes. I will miss you all. 

Joan Thomson

Thanks from the Crown & Cushion
Joao, Linda and all their Staff at The Crown & Cushion Hotel
thank all guests and patrons for their custom during 2015 and
wish you all a ‘Happy and Healthy New Year’. We look forward
to seeing you all again during the coming year.

Linda Maia e Silva

on the SoAPBoX
For those of us not over-enamoured
with our green and pleasant Chippy
being concreted over, the large sign
pleading for ‘more land’ erected by the
Chad Farm builders is a step too far. It
smacks of profiteering and opportunism
for all who enter town from Charlbury

Road, rather than any
attempt to endear
themselves to us
locals. Let's hope that
other developers
benefiting from our
apparent need for
huge housing growth,
imposed on us by the so called experts on demographic
trends, will be more sensitive.

Name & address supplied
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Déjà vu – Chippy News archives

I have an almost complete set
of Chippy Newses, from the first
in December 1976. I realised it
was useful, but not unless you
can find things. I therefore set
out to index the main points in
each issue – a long job. I am up
to February 1993. Something I
am finding fascinating is firstly,
the things I had forgotten and
secondly, how things go round. 

On the first, do you
remember in 1980 Hornsea
Pottery was looking seriously at
building a visitor centre and
pottery at Over Norton Park – hailed as a potential boon for
employment and tourism. The saga continued for several
issues, but eventually it failed because of a technicality in the
lease of the nursery land from Over Norton Park – pity. On
the second, things go round. In issue 133, March 1990
(pictured above) exciting plans were on the front page for a
proposed new development on the Co-op site. It included a
garden and 20 small shop units. ‘Yes, please’ said the Town. By
issue 136 in June, the District Council had refused permission
with The News front page headed ‘WODC’s decision a
‘“Disaster” says new Mayor.’ This was Councillor John
Peterkin’s view and probably that of the whole Town. In
following issues letters between Town and District Council
were reproduced. In issue 147, July 1991, new plans were
shown submitted by Co-op. By issue 150 in November
approval of plans were noted only in the notes from the Town
Council Meeting. Strange thing happens now: by issue 151, in
Council Meeting Minutes, County Councillor David Barbour
reported ‘interest was being shown by several developers in
the Council depot at Banbury Road for the purpose of a
Super food store’. The Mayor’s response was ‘How can we
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back the new Co-op development on one hand and any
Hypermarket that would inevitably take business from the
Co-op on the other?’ Council were very concerned. A sense
of déjà vu! I haven’t got further yet so I don’t know the next
step in the saga. Other things that recur regularly are traffic,
parking and, several times, the proposals to turn Pool
Meadow into a park with a lake. 

Incidentally, I am missing a few copies of The News, issues 5, 6,
9-12 and 17 and more recently, 166, 188 and 368. If anyone has
copies I would be grateful to copy them so I have a complete set.

Peta Simmons

All Blacks thanks

The players and committee of Kingham All Blacks FC thank all
their sponsors for donations of prizes for the Christmas
Bingo and Raffle; and all supporters who came and helped to
make it such a successful evening. The profit of £953 will go
towards maintenance of the pavilion. Thank you everyone.

Jill Harvey

Remember our German assistant?

In the 1970’s there was, at Chippy Grammar School, a young
German assistant teacher called Gabi Maute, who helped with
German teaching. She was here for a year – I think 1974. I
don't know if any readers of the News will remember her, but,
I thought you'd like to know she continued teaching in
Germany until she retired in 2015. She is well and lives in a
small town east of Stuttgart. Whilst at Chippy, she stayed with
my parents in Wards Road and became a family friend. I was
able to visit her last October whilst travelling through
Germany. She speaks very fondly of her time in Chippy, but
doesn't think anyone will remember her. Is she right or wrong?

Paul Burbidge
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Are there farmers and families around
Chipping Norton who can help? Glenda
Lewis (pictured here) is over from New
Zealand this year on a 2016 Winston
Churchill Memorial Trust Fellowship to
compare UK farming communities around
the Wychwood villages with southern
Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand. Glenda’s mission
– helped by her scientific research – is the
restoration of our land and water to health,

and sharing what she learns with her fellow New Zealanders. Her
great grandparents emigrated from near Chipping Norton around
1870 and she is after both family and current farming connections.
Here’s what she wrote:

‘Greetings from
Wellington, New Zealand. I
am hoping to come and live
among you in May and June
for this project. Many
villagers emigrated in the
1870s, including my great
grandmother Jane Watts, who
left Lyneham in 1874 aged
18, and the man she married
on arrival – great grandfather Joseph Pratley, an agricultural worker
from Milton-under-Wychwood. There are many issues around
farming in New Zealand right now. Along with farmers in the UK,
we are going through a worrying slump in dairy prices, causing
much distress for farmers. Dairy is our major industry, along with
tourism. Can you please help me connect with your historical

societies, and any farm owners or workers in the region that I could
interview? I would like to hear from anyone who descends from
people resident in the villages in the 1870s. I am looking for a
place to stay for about 6 weeks – rental, house-minding, or maybe
home exchange – the closer to Milton-under-Wychwood, the
better. My sister and daughter are joining me for part of my stay,

so I need a 2-3 bedroom
house. We are experienced
gardeners, tidy, and careful,
and can provide references.
Does anyone have a car I
could hire? I visited Milton
and the area in June and
loved it so much that I
vowed to return and stay for
a longer time. It motivated
my application to the
Winston Churchill Memorial
Trust. I will be writing about
my research and

experiences in a series of short articles for publication, and
maybe a book. I can provide a reference letter from the Trust.
I look forward to getting to know some of you. My email
address is glendajanelewis@gmail.com, telephone nos are

6443863525 and (mobile) 6427210 0997 and Skype address
glenda.lewis33.’

Glenda told the News that she loved Chipping Norton
when she visited last summer and found the volunteer in the
Museum very helpful! The News has details of her project if
anyone would like to know more.

LOCAL NEWS

DIARY

Can you help with local farming history?

Glenda’s parents (right in
both pics) with faithful Doris
the horse working on her
grandparents’ farm in New

Zealand c1943 

February  (News out on Monday 1 February)

2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24
3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Ian Scott-Hunter - Ex

Footman to the Queen
North Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 details p26
Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see
p27

5th Single File Club Night (for singles aged 45-70) 8-
10pm Crown & Cushion Hotel details 07765 598518

6th Highlands Rummage Sale 10-1 Town Hall see p8
7th Ramblers Meet 1.30pm New St Car Park - details  p27
8th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p26

Folk Club 8pm (new time!) at the Blue Boar see p25
10th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Scripture

Union
CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall see p25

11th Amnesty 7.30 Lower  Town Hall details p25
12th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

The Man from UNCLE  in Churchill - 7.30  details p10
13th The Nortonians present Sherlock's Excellent

Adventure 3 & 7.30pm Town Hall details p21

15th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish rooms see p26

CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall -

see p27

17th Horticultural Assoc 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p24 

18th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall A History of the

London Underground - Chris Caddy

19th Single File Club Night - see 5 Feb entry 
20th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

Vintage Fair 10-4 Town Hall see advert p4
24th Carbon Audit & more 7.45 Chequers’ Barn details p18
26th Town Sports Awards ceremony 6.30pm in the

Town Hall - see p22
Rotary Race Night 7pm  details  p24

27th CN Town Plan Town Centre info stall see p3 - call
Town Clerk’s office (642341) for details

March  (News out on Monday 29 February)
1st Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24

2nd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Norman Dutton - William

Smith Geologist 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 details p26

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see p27
2-11 Lunch for Lawrence Week see p10
3rd Neighbourhood Plan Referendum see p3
4th Women’s World Day of Prayer details p11

Single File Club Night - see 5 Feb entry 
4-19 Chipping Norton Music Festival see p20
6th Ramblers Meet 1.30pm New St Car Park - details  p27
11th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE




