
Chippy’s round town shuttle now in action
New Hospital & town service
After tremendous efforts from the local
community, the new Rotary Good
Neighbour Shuttle Bus started up on 23
May – with an hourly service from 9am –
5pm. It goes to and from the Hospital &
Health Centre, all round town to Hailey
Road, Owen Mumford and more. Local
resident BBC Radio Oxford’s Kat Orman, is
pictured outside the Health Centre with
volunteer drivers and supporters after
she‘d cut the ribbon on the bus.

More drivers please!
The V3 service, under the Villager umbrella,
is run entirely by Town volunteers, led by
local resident (and bus driver!) Gordon
Brown with financial help from Rotary, GPs,
and local organisations.  At least 10
volunteer drivers are signed up and trained
– but more are needed to cover all the time
slots. The bus is free to bus pass users, £1 to
others. Let’s get out and use it and a big
thanks to Gordon and the team. Route map
and details on p5.

New Town Bus

News in this issue 
Labour wins in Chippy ~ Rugby
Club penalised ~ Mayor Making
ceremony ~ Did you spot any

Rolling Stones in town?

Plus Food for Thought and all
the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs,

Schools and Letters

Diary Dates
EU referendum 23 June is the big IN or
OUT vote. More inside on what Chippy
people think, and details of live debates

here and in Kingham.

Town Festival put Sunday 12 June in the
diary for Chipping Norton Town Festival,
the big picnic and tea to celebrate the

Queen’s birthday.

More community action
As well as the new bus service, this month sees
other great news for the community with St Mary’s
Church launching a youth club at Glyme Hall, and
the Coop getting plaudits for supporting the
community– including help for other Villager buses,
the Lido, Guideposts Lights Up Memory club, and
the Museum. News of lots more community action
inside.
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REFERENDUM FEATURE

‘Britain is stronger, safer and better off in Europe
than we would be out on our own’

The Case for IN – Economic: cutting ourselves off from the world’s
largest single market could be disastrous for businesses and for
working people. Political/social: membership of the EU can be a force
for good (eg: minimum wage and labour rights, consumer and
environment protection). Our role in the world: more weight
internationally as a leading member of the EU. District Cllr Geoff Saul

Better in the Club – The 'Leave' campaign's assertion that on our
own we can make financially beneficial trade deals with the EU, USA or
anyone else is very naïve. As a paid up member of a club, you can avail
yourself of the facilities and benefits. If you leave, you cannot expect the
same as club members. Deputy Mayor Cllr Don Davison

United we stand! – Too many have fought long and hard to make us
a European Union – united we stand – divided we fall – Cllr Jo Graves

UK’s influence on EU – The UK has started a ‘winds of change’.
Pressure from other countries will put the bureaucrats back in their
box. I was, like most of my friends (over 60s) for Brexit until I heard
the unsubstantiated and weak arguments from the Leave campaign.
Paul Jackson

Stay and deal with French! – My heart says ‘leave’; my head says
‘remain’. Having watched Nick Robinson's two programmes on our last
contretemps with the French re the Common Market I am inclined to
vote to stay, to cope with the French and anyone else! Liz Whitaker

Be Proud in Europe – We should be proud to be European, as Brits
within Europe we should be confident, outward looking and leading,
seeking to work in partnership, sharing and enjoying the best of our
collective cultures. Shaun Fagan

Strengthen EU not weaken – I campaigned for European Union at
university in the 1940s. Our ideas were that we must never have
another war between European states; we should stand together with
the occupied countries of Eastern Europe. With Russia throwing its
weight about we need to strengthen the EU – not weaken it. Patrick
Bucknell

Better off and safer – Winston Churchill’s post war hope was that
Europe would join as a cooperative whole. It is our duty to be part of that
collaboration, offering experience and expertise. Democratically, MEPs
and our national government representatives are elected. The ‘Executive’
is accountable to member states. Just imagine Donald Trump, never mind
Putin, with fingers on the nuclear button. We need the counterweight of
a European Union. Our fiercely Pro-Brexit press is owned by a few very
wealthy right wing non-doms who exercise power, avoid tax and accrue
wealth – enough reason to take the opposite view. Migration generally
benefits us. EU citizens, who come, take the jobs the natives won’t. Much
farming depends on migrant labour, whether dairy or harvesting fruit and
vegetables. The NHS likewise. My pint of Hooky ale remains my English
pint – but we are better off and safer within the EU. Mike Kettlewell

Facebook comments: ‘Out could mean economic chaos. 10 years of
turmoil. EU playing ‘hardball’ if we leave. They will want to discourage others
from leaving. We also have 2m UK citizens living and working in the
EU…will they all be returned here!’…‘We’ve seen a fragmented Europe
and the consequences’

The EU – IN or OUT??
The UK votes to ‘Remain or Leave’ on 23 June, one of the most important national decisions for many
years. We await the official ballot box, but the News’ Facebook poll had 68 votes: 51% said IN, 43% said
OUT with 6% Undecided. Here are extracts from all written submissions received from News readers.

Debate Dates: The Mayor is organising a public ‘hustings’ at Chipping Norton Town Hall for 7.30pm Wednesday 15 June.
Kingham British Legion hosts a Question Time-style discussion on Monday 6 June. See article p4.

‘A better friendlier relationship with the EU –
safer than giving Brussels more power’

Trade better, less waste – I am inclining more to
OUT then IN – Some of the comments being made
by the IN campaign are unnecessary scaremongering
but if I do vote to leave my main reason will be we
can trade better outside the EU …. and also the
extreme waste of resources that the EU seems to
involve! Mayor Mike Tysoe

Trade, immigration, and army – Currently
the EU has 23% of world trade, falling from 29%
in 2010. Why should we chain ourselves into a
falling market? Why do we fear trading with the
world again? We need doctors and skilled people
from round the world, but they jump through
hoops to get a work permit, while an unskilled
EU citizen, who hardly speaks English, can walk
straight in! A recent German Government leak
has suggested an EU Army and forces, under
command of German Officers. To expect our
service personnel to serve under (them) is a
step too far! Jim Stanley

Escape the EU – The EU running costs are
excessive, with MEPs’ salaries, travel, other expenses
and European parliamentary buildings. The EU is not
flourishing. The Eurozone faces failure, the countries
having differing economies hampered by fixed EU
interest rates. If we remain in the EU, the greater
fear is not knowing what further unwelcome
regulations and interference Brussels will introduce.
As a sovereign nation we are able to look after
ourselves. David Perceval

EU snake oil peddling – For hundreds of years
the world was plagued with snake oil ‘doctor’
peddlers. An accomplice in the crowd would
attest to the product. The ‘doctor’ would leave
town before customers realized they had been
cheated. History is repeating this with EU Snake
Oil, with wondrous properties, curing all our
woes, wars, jobs, insecurity, wealth beyond the
dreams of avarice. You don’t have to pay, just
agree, then once you have, you will be forced to
pay later. Like the ‘doctor’, the politician will leave.
No more Snake Oil! Leave the EU? Dam Right.
Glyn Watkins

Facebook Comments: ‘Chipping Norton should
stay in the UK, we don't care about the EU’. ….‘DC
is scaremongering, and all the lies mean I have to
vote out’…‘If we stay, we will be unable to prevent
ever increasing numbers of immigrants from an
expanding EU, including Turkey... A frightening
prospect... Get control before our public services
collapse’

Vote Leave, take controlVote Leave, take control
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Town Festival Sunday 12 June

Chipping Norton Rotary’s Town Festival is on Sunday 12 June
in the Town Centre. Launched by the Mayor at 10.55 there
will be live music all day, games and stalls plus a fun fair and
Classic Car show. Bring a picnic lunch (tables & chairs
provided), enter a cake for the Queen’s Birthday Cake
Competition then help to eat it (see details below) at a Town
Hall Birthday tea party. See posters and programmes for
details of Festival events. There will be a meeting in the Town
Hall Council Chamber Thursday 7.30pm 9 June to finalise
details − anyone able to volunteer for a couple of hours
during the day please join us. There is still a chance to display
your Classic Car by contacting Dave Gordon
dw.gordon@virgin.net. Charities and businesses wishing to
have a stall need to contact Joyce (643611) asap. As in
previous years the Rotary Club will donate Festival profits to
local charities or organisations. To apply for a donation please
e-mail chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com or contact
Martin Jarratt on 642723. See you on the 12th!!

Joyce Taylor

Birthday cake competition
To celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday, why not enter the Town’s
Cake Baking competition at the Town Festival on 12 June? Please
take entries to the Lower Town Hall before noon; judging will
take place at 1pm. The cakes will be served in the Lower Hall at
2.30pm where we will sing Happy Birthday to the Queen.

Vanessa Oliveri – Town Clerk

Labour wins in Chippy
The 5 May local elections saw Labour’s
Geoff Saul retain his Chipping Norton
seat on West Oxfordshire District
Council. In a 44% turnout the result
was Saul (Labour) 1008, Percival (Con)
856, Cartwright (UKIP) 109, Von
Zschock (Green) 69, Tatton (LD) 58.
Geoff (pictured) told the News, ‘I would
like to thank all those who voted for

me. It was particularly pleasing to receive a substantially
higher vote than when originally elected back in November
2013. On the District Council, I am part of a small but very
active Labour Group who work hard to provide essential
scrutiny of decisions that affect the whole of West
Oxfordshire. Along with my colleague, Laetisia Carter, my first
priority has always been to speak up for Chipping Norton and
I will continue to do so. I want to express my appreciation of
the other candidates, especially Clare Percival who worked
hard in this campaign to obtain over 850 votes, which would
have been enough to win many of the other District seats
contested the same night. As ever, do please contact me
(648022; geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk) or Laetisia
(laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk), if you have concerns over
housing, planning, recycling and refuse collection, local leisure
facilities, parking, anti-social behaviour or any other local

issues.’ In all 17 WODC seats were contested. All sitting
members held their seats, including Liz Leffman (Lib Dem) in
Charlbury, Liz Poskitt (Lib Dem) in Woodstock, Nigel Colston
(Con) in Kingham, Rollright and Enstone, and Neil Owen
(Con) in Chadlington and Churchill. Conservatives remain in
control in WODC with 41 out of 49 seats.

In a hotly contested by-election
for a single Chipping Norton Town
Council seat, Labour’s Nova Bradley
(pictured) beat Conservative Grant
Batchelor by 855 to 854 votes with
other candidates trailing (Lasko –
Green 140, Stanley – UKIP 163 and
Vanheems – Ind 74). The result was
finally declared around 3.30am after a dead heat on the first
count and further re-counts putting Nova Bradley one vote
ahead. The by-election had been demanded by local voters
opposed to  the Town Council co-opting a new Councillor
after resignation of Deputy Mayor Cllr Richard Benfield
(Con). 

In the election for the Thames Valley Police
Commissioner, the sitting Commissioner Anthony Stansfield
(Conservative) held off a challenge from Labour’s Laetisia
Carter, who lives in Chipping Norton, by a final  202,396 votes
to 172,717 (after allocating second preference votes). 

4th year for Mayor Tysoe
Chipping Norton
Town Council held its
traditional Mayor
Making in the Town
Hall on Monday 16
May. Mayor Mike
Tysoe gave a review
of the past year and
an indication of
future plans thanking
all who contributed
to the life of the Town
community. Cllr

Tysoe wearing
new mayoral
robes, was
sworn in for his
fourth year as
mayor, with
Monica Tysoe
continuing in
her supporting
role as
Mayoress. The
new Deputy
Mayor, following
the resignation of Cllr Richard Benfield, is Cllr Don Davidson,
who brings considerable experience from his years as a
Councillor and  former Mayor. Thirteen out of the 16 Town
Councillors attended, including Cllr Eve Coles who was
presented with a bouquet in recognition of her 40 years’
service as a councillor and Cllr Nova Bradley newly elected
at the by-election on 5 May who was welcomed to the
Council. The ceremony was followed by a reception in the
Lower Town Hall hosted by the Mayor and Mayoress. 

Above: Cllr Eve Coles was presented with
a bouquet Below: Mayor Tysoe with the

Mayoress and Deputy Mayor
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Council will need to work with the Oxfordshire Clinical
Commissioning Group and include their IC beds in the full
review. Precisely how this new consultation will be done
remains to be seen, and the Hospital Action Group want to
make sure that any new review is not just ‘window dressing’;
HAG also want the contract with OSJCT to be suspended
and the staffing reverted to Oxford Health.

Hopes for new tip?
Is there any hope for a new recycling or waste centre
anywhere near Chipping Norton to avoid a 40-mile round
trip? Since the County closed Dean Pit, and West Oxfordshire
abandoned their possible plan for a new centre at Greystones,
there has been little progress in the last four years. Could
there be a glimmer of hope? On 8 April some Chippy and
Charlbury councillors met to discuss how the towns and
District might collaborate on something new. Apparently the
meeting was useful but there is a long way to go before
anything can be decided about any local sites or indeed

financial feasibility. Meanwhile our Town recycling centres are
getting very well used – and still suffering fly-tipping of items
not allowed. The latest bank holiday pile at New Street
included a microwave, tools, bathroom equipment, and boxes
of bric-a-brac amongst much more (see picture).

Churchill Car Show
5 June sees Churchill’s 14th Vintage & Classic Car show from
running from noon to 5pm. With 500 vehicles, a Jazz band,
RAF flypast, attractions & stalls, food & drink of all kinds
including WI cakes and real ale, plus a floral display in the
Church – there’s truly something for everyone! Profits are
donated to local charities.

EU Hustings
The EU Referendum is Thursday 23 June. The Mayor has
organised hustings at 7.30pm on Wednesday 15 June in the
Town Hall. At the time of writing the speakers are for BREXIT:
Dan Hannan MEP, Richard Horlick, local businessman &
banker plus probably a UKIP representative. For REMAIN:
Victoria Atkins MP, Nick Campsie businessman & co-treasurer
of Britain Stronger In Europe plus perhaps a CNS 6th former.
All are welcome. There is also a Question Time-style debate
in Kingham, currently scheduled for 6 June. Speakers will
include Jim Stanley and Dickie Bird (of UKIP) with Andy
Graham (District Councillor for Charlbury) and another
arguing for Remain. Call 074960 989540 for details. And it’s
not too late to register to vote – deadline is 7 June – see
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 

Rumble in the Cotswolds 
Chipping Norton
hosts its second
charity boxing
match, Rumble in
the Cotswolds, at
the Town Hall on
4 June. This is
easily Chippy’s
most glitzy,
glamorous, loud
and exciting night
of the year, as

local heroes go glove to glove in the ring. The Rumble features
seven bouts of boxing, live singing, celebrity judges, live dance
acts, prize auctions and endless bubbly served by bunny girls
and gold painted men. What more could you wish for? Thanks
to sponsorship by Cotswold Carpets and Hook Norton
Brewery, all proceeds go to Helen & Douglas House. Last
year’s event raised over £6,000 for the charity. The fun
continues afterwards at the Post Rumble Party at The Fox.
There are still a few tickets available for £50 + £2 booking fee
(includes a complimentary glass of bubbly and BBQ ). Tickets
are available from The Theatre Box Office on 642350 or
via the Rumble website below. For further information call
07831 179231, email penny@pennymallory.co.uk or visit the
website www.rumbleinthecotswolds.uk for details.

Penny Mallory

Hospital beds’consultation?
As reported last month, the Orders of St John Care Trust are
having problems finding qualified nurses to staff Chipping
Norton’s Intermediate Care beds, which OSJCT took over
fully in April. The former nursing staff, employed in the NHS
by Oxford Health, did not want to transfer to OSJCT –
something predicted by councillors and local campaigners.
The County’s Joint Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee
(HOSC) were told in April that some clinical patients could
not be admitted, at least for three months, because of the
staffing shortage. This comes after Oxfordshire’s County
Council’s Cabinet decided in January to switch to OSJCT, to
save money, after a public consultation which, local
campaigners still say, was flawed. The Scrutiny Committee
expressed strong disappointment at this latest news. Local
County Councillor Hilary Biles and the Hospital Action
Group call this a ‘further downgrading’ stressing that the beds
had already been ‘downgraded’ once, without proper
reference to the Scrutiny Committee, from being full ‘sub-
acute’ intermediate care beds similar to those in full
community hospitals. 

So what happens next? The Scrutiny Committee agreed
to give OSJCT and County Council three months to plug the
nursing gap. But the Committee, with continued requests
from Cllr Biles and others, are now saying that the Chipping
Norton beds must be included in a full consultation about the
future of Oxfordshire’s Community Hospitals later in 2016. To
date, the County Council has claimed that the Chippy beds,
which they themselves commissioned as ‘Intermediate Care’
beds, are not ‘Community Hospital’ beds and would not
therefore be included in the forthcoming review. But the
Scrutiny Committee is taking a stronger line. The County
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New Town Bus in action
With concerns
about access to
the new Health
Centre, and
loss of most X8
services, long
term Chippy
resident and
Villager Bus
v o l u n t e e r
driver Gordon
Brown decided
that something
had to be done.
Working with
local charities,
businesses and Oxfordshire County Council he has now
secured volunteer drivers for a new Rotary Good Neighbour
Shuttle Bus. The ‘round town’ route has been approved by
OCC, to include the Hospital & Health Centre, Aldi, the Co-
op, Highlands, Chipping Norton School, Owen Mumford, West
End and Hailey Road. All bus pass holders can travel free, with
others paying £1 per journey,  helping running costs. The
service was launched on 23 May with Radio Oxford on board,
starting at 9am from the Hospital, and running hourly until
5pm. Visit www.villagerbus.com for timetable (it’s the V3!!) 

The service will be supervised by Villager but primarily
funded and operated by Chippy Rotary. Annie Roy-Barker has
kindly volunteered to be the Service’s administrator and
coordinator. She said, ‘As the main sponsor Rotary are
absolutely delighted to see the Good Neighbour scheme
extended to the Shuttle Bus.’  Drs Jane Pargeter and Wendy
Hall from the Health Centre told the News at the launch
photo shoot, ‘We are delighted this is happening and are
happy to be giving financial support and advertising to attract
drivers’. Donations have been received from the Health
Centre, Evenlode Masons, Stone & Wood Tiles so far and the
Forge Garage in Churchill will do free maintenance checks. 

Gordon said, ‘I am really pleased to have got this
community service up and running, not only for travel to and
from the surgery but further afield to other key Chippy
destinations. Thanks to everyone who has volunteered,
contributed and supported it so far. We still need more
drivers to give us flexibility to cover sickness and holidays.
Each driver will do just one morning or afternoon a week,
with full training by Villager.’ So please call Gordon on 07887
735011 or email him on gordon.brown333@btinternet.com
if you feel you can spare a few hours every week to support

this fantastic new service for Chippy residents. 
Well done to Gordon for the initiative and tenacity to get

this off the ground. No doubt many will be very grateful to
him and everyone involved for their efforts and fine
community spirit.

Pub updates
Latest news from two pubs in Chipping Norton is that, with
Mike and Sarah Wilkes planning retirement, The Blue Boar in
Goddard’s Lane has been bought by Young’s Brewery (real ale
fans will be relieved!) and will close in early June for
refurbishment. Meanwhile Hook Norton’s Red Lion in Albion
Street has now reopened after its own makeover with a
revived regulars’ trade, a refurbished garden and terrace and
darts and Aunt Sally back in action. More on both
developments next month.

Judith’s next chapter!
After nine years
managing the Chipping
Norton Library, Judith
Bucknall is now
heading for a well
earned retirement.
Judith, who lives in
Witney, came to
Chippy having managed
the Library at
Bullingdon Prison for
12 years and had other
spells working in
Banbury and Witney.

The last decade has brought many changes to the Library
Service, mainly in the field of Internet Technology. The
provision of books for all ages, CDs and DVDs now runs
alongside the use of computers and advice and help offered in
such matters as job search and local history. The Library has
become a hub for local life. Judith is looking forward to
spending time with a new granddaughter, seeing more of the
Cotswold countryside and relaxing in her garden. Many
thanks to Judith on behalf of the News team and the Town for
all her service to the community.

Chippy Hospital car parking
Last month the Oxford Times reported that parking charges of
up to £4 were being introduced from 6 June at all
Oxfordshire’s Community Hospitals run by Oxford Health –
including Chipping Norton. The News team investigated and it
turns out there are NO PLANS for charges at Chippy. The
situation is different here: Oxford Health run the day
community hospital facilities and clinics in rented rooms,
along with JR’s Maternity Unit. But Oxford Health told the
News that the car parks (and all site facilities) are not their
responsibility; they are under the management of the Orders
of St John Care Trust who run the Care Home and
Intermediate Care beds. OSJCT told the News they have no
current plans to introduce parking charges.

The pedestrian pathway from the hospital through to Aldi
and Cromwell Park, is still not yet open at the time of writing.
The Town Council heard in April that work had stopped after
the NHS raised fears of ‘parking abuse’. A nine-month pilot

1. Hospital + Doctors
2. Aldi 
3. Co-op
4. CN School
5. Walterbush Road
6. Hailey Road
7. West Street
8. New Street
9. Owen Mumford
10. Tayler & Fletcher 
11. Kings Arms
12. Co-op
13. Hospital + Doctors

Bus Route Stopping at
the following:

Hourly 
9am-5pm

BBC Radio Oxford's Kat Orman with
Gordon at the official launch of the shuttle bus
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has apparently been agreed, with the pathway narrower than
planned but with room for wheelchairs. The path would allow
shoppers, coming on the X8 or the new Shuttle Bus, or from
nearby housing estates to get to Aldi and Cromwell Park.
Users of the GP surgery, Hospital and Care Home could get
there from the Banbury Road. If there are any parking
problems the path would be fenced off again. 

Rugby Club in the News
Chipping Norton’s thriving Rugby Club,
which has teams from Under 5s up to
Colts and Seniors, was in the news for
the wrong reasons last month.
Chipping Norton, along with fellow
league club Slough, had to appear
before the Rugby Football Union after
the result of a twice-postponed league
match was ‘fixed’ as a draw by the two
clubs involved. Slough had travelled to Chippy on 6 February
but a waterlogged pitch meant that the game couldn’t start. In
what Club Chair Patrick Neale called a ‘moment of madness’,
the two coaches and the referee, concerned about continuing
costs and a fixture backlog, decided to report a 24-24 draw,
claiming a bonus point each. At the London RFU Tribunal,
Chippy Coach Andy Dawson and the Slough Coach were each
suspended for 20 weeks, the Slough first team manager for 14
weeks and the Referee for 20 weeks. Patrick Neale told the
News that the Club had to accept their punishment and ‘move
on’. He also noted that Coach Andy Lawson had taken full
responsibility for this ‘out-of-character, regrettable action’, but
that Andy had given tremendous service to the Club over a

number of years. He also thanked Committee member Vince
Murphy for representing the Club so well at the RFU meeting.

Time to look forward
Because of the points deduction, Chippy’s first XV is relegated
and has to fight back into the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Premier
division next year. Patrick said this year has been hard work
for the 1st XV on the field, and he sees this as a chance to
rebuild and welcome new people into the squad. For 2016
Mark Clarke is going to coach the senior rugby teams and
Andy Dawson is staying on to do specialist workshops and
assist the other coaches at the Club.

Patrick said the Club also has some great younger players
(in the 15-18 year stage and Colts) now coming through to
the top grade. Patrick, a keen player himself, has seen his three

sons all flourish through the junior teams (for both boys and
girls), which start with Touch Rugby for U5s and often see
300+ young players up at the Burford Road ground on
Sundays, with many parents helping out as coaches.

Summer events coming up
After the season and also the successful mini-rugby event in
April involving 600 youngsters, rugby doesn’t entirely stop for
summer. Touch Rugby for over 14s, including beginners, got
underway in May. Touch Rugby starts for U9s to U14s on 9
June (6-7pm). All are welcome. The Club is also hosting an
Aunt Sally team in a local league on Thursday evenings all
through summer. The big end of season club party is on
Saturday 4 June (7 till late). Disco and rolling buffet tickets £10
and £5 (U16) from the Clubhouse or Jaffé & Neale. Then on
25-26 June is the Rugby Force weekend at the Club – with
volunteers turning up to help with repairs to the Clubhouse
patio. Chair Patrick Neale is extremely positive about the
Club’s future and wants to see ‘as many people as possible
from Chippy and the surrounding area playing, watching and
enjoying Rugby at all levels’. Further information at
www.pitchero.com/clubs/chippingnorton 

Shakespeare at Sarsden
The Oxford School of Drama presents an abridged version of
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night in the garden at Sarsden Glebe on
Friday 1 July at 6.30pm, by kind permission of Rupert and Amanda
Ponsonby. Tickets are £20 and include a welcome cocktail. Guests
may bring a picnic to enjoy after the performance. Funds raised will
go to the drama school hardship fund, to support students from
financially disadvantaged backgrounds. There will also be a
performance on Thursday 30 June at Ditchley Park. Tickets
available from janeybking@gmail.com.

CN Rugby Club has a thriving junior section with as many as
300 young players at the ground on Sundays
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Vote for the Tea Set Café
The recently opened Tea Set Café on Chipping Norton’s
Topside has been nominated in the best café/tea room section
of this year’s Muddy Stiletto awards! The Café’s Victoria Wills
said she was thrilled especially as they were such a new tea
room. Readers wanting to vote can find finalists and voting at
http://bucksoxon.muddystilettos.co.uk/category/muddy-awards/

The Albion Centre helps out
The News team
recently had a
new ‘newsbox’
made to go in
Aldi. It was
made by the
team at the
Albion Centre,
the little centre
of creative
activity located
behind the Fox
Inn, in the heart
of Chipping
Norton. The
Centre has
been there for
many years
offering people

with a learning disability somewhere to be creative in many
different ways. Celebrity chefs and the Great British Bake Off
have brought cooking to everyone’s attention. and at the
Albion most weeks people create a meal that they then enjoy.
The Centre has previously been known for its contribution to
the visual arts with works created by people using the Centre
shown as part of Oxfordshire’s Artweeks. People also work
with wood, creating artistic works and more practical items
such as boot holders – and of course, boxes for the News. The
creativity continues outside the building at an allotment
where vegetables and flowers are grown. The vegetables often
make their way to the cooking session and become part of a
delicious meal.

In the last few months the Centre has seen a few changes
with Life Path Trust, a charity that supports people with a
learning disability to live life to the full, taking over its
management. We are excited about not only working with the
people at the Centre but everyone in Chippy. We would like
some help from people in Chipping Norton. Do you have any
small pieces of wooden furniture that people could restore or
upcycle? Could you spare a couple of hours a week to
support people with woodwork, gardening or arts? We also
need to recruit some paid staff to support people with a
learning disability in Chipping Norton, Witney, Oxford and
Banbury areas. You don’t need experience, just a willingness to
support people live their own life. If you would like to know
more please contact Steph Newbold on 643428.

Gary Bye – Life Path Trust

Glyme Valley Walk
A reminder that an fascinating guided walk is on offer for
those with an interest in the local environment, ecology and
countryside. Craig Blackwell, retired County Ecologist and

Cotswold Warden, will lead the walk in the Glyme Valley on
Wednesday 15 June starting at 10am outside the Town Hall.

Co-op community award
Committed community work in Chipping Norton has earned
the Midcounties Co-operative a five-star rating in the
Business in the Community's Corporate Responsibility Index.
It follows the introduction of its Regional Communities
Strategy, which sees colleagues working in partnership with
their communities. Chipping Norton Co-op launched its
Community Choices campaign earlier this year. Co-op
members vote every month for a different local good cause,
which receives £1,000. The first charities to benefit have been
the ACE Children's Centre and the Lido. Lido Trustee Claire
Jarvis said, ‘Our organisation is managed by a team of
volunteer trustees, and we're entirely reliant on the support
and generosity of individuals and groups. This £1,000 donation
is a huge bonus in our efforts to raise £500,000 to keep the

Lido running’. More recently, The Guideposts Lights Up
Memory Club for people with memory difficulties also
received £1,000. Project Co-ordinator and local artist, Claire
Carswell, said: ‘We are absolutely thrilled to have received this
funding. Not only does it make a huge difference at a practical
level, but also it means so much to our members to see the
support of local people and businesses.’ 

Heythrop hosts Tory retreat
Following a recent tradition, Prime Minister David Cameron
again held a private ‘bonding session’ (to quote the Financial
Times) in April for all Tory MPs with a meeting and overnight
stay at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Heythrop Park. Similar
gatherings held there in the past have included reported late-
night high-jinks and football on the lawn. The FT, however,
suggested that this year the mood was ‘likely to be far from
relaxed’ with tensions about the EU referendum, the need to
‘get a grip’, and some MPs threatening to boycott the meeting.
A serious review of progress, including a look back to the
election, was the most likely agenda this time. But, according
to The Mail on Sunday’s ‘Black Dog’ reporter, there was some
time for jollity. The Mail reported the PM doing an ‘uproarious
stand-up routine’, which included, according to the reporter,
jokes aimed, amongst others, at Michael Ashcroft (who
commissioned the PM’s ‘prank with a pig’s head’ biography)
and the Panama tax papers (‘we did think about holding this
event in the Cayman Islands, but we decided it was cheaper
and safer to plump for tax exile-free Oxfordshire’). 

Albion Centre users with some of the wooden
items they have made 

Claire Jarvis receives the £1000 Co-op cheque for the Lido
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benefit the local economy. Examples could be: growing, selling
and eating more local food; creating more economic activity
and opportunity in our villages; reviving our rivers and canals;
or managing woodland and developing the local distribution
network for wood fuel, timber and wood products. See
www.oxfordshireleader.org.uk for more information.

Rock’n’roll in Cornwell
On 23 April did anyone spot
some Stones around town?
Not Rollright but Rolling! 72-
year-old Rock legend Mick
Jagger turned up with his
extended family on a spring
Saturday to celebrate the
marriage of his 30-year-old son James to
Birmingham-born bride, Anoushka
Sharma, 28. The actual wedding had taken
place in New York in September so this
was a family party in the Cotswolds in
lovely spring weather at the 2000-acre
Cornwell Manor estate near Chipping
Norton. Miss Sharma, reportedly met the
groom while working at his half-sister
Jade Jagger’s luxury jewellery shop in London. The groom,
clearly a chip off the old block, is a musician-turned-actor
recently starring in HBO’s Vinyl, about the 70s rock and drugs
scene. The fashionista press had a field day, reporting Mick
wearing a green suit with black and white patterned shirt.
James’ mum, 59-year-old Jerry Hall, had a print dress, light blue
overcoat and dark blue hat. You will have to buy the fashion
mags for the rest. 

Miss Hall was there with 85-year-old Rupert Murdoch,
fresh from their surprise marriage in March. The News heard
that Sir Mick was apparently spotted grabbing a quick drink in
The Chequers in Churchill. Mr Murdoch is no doubt also
familiar with the local area (his own children have lived in

various local mansions). The newlyweds’ first dance was sadly
not Let’s Spend the Night Together but It Must be Love by
Madness. The Town’s contribution was to welcome lots of
party guests staying overnight, putting a major strain on the
local taxi industry with few around late at night. Couples
interested in following these celebs for their own wedding
can explore Cornwell at www.cornwellmanor.com. Guess the
after-dinner coffee’s always served with Brown Sugar....

National Carers Week event
Calling all unpaid adult carers in Chipping Norton and
surrounding villages! Carers Oxfordshire will be holding a
Carers’ Drop-in and Information session at Age Concern’s

Warmest Blossom Day 
The warm days of early May bedecked the Community
Orchard in beauty for Blossom Day on 8 May, when lots of

visitors were welcomed to listen to Good Intent, folk
musicians, and join in traditional Circle Dancing. Children
planted beans in pots to take away and walked dogs, whilst
adults admired the Bodger’s work on his pole lathe and lazed
in the sunshine. All enjoyed the refreshments and, as the tents
came down, the Beltane ribbons fluttered on the trees with
wishes – green for the earth, yellow for the community and
pink or blue for a personal wish. Thus modern and traditional
music and dancing, and pagan practices combined to welcome
the Spring in our Community Orchard. Watch out for PYO in
the late Summer, and Apple Day on Sunday 16 October. The
orchard relies on donations – a record amount of over £200
was collected in the little wellies. Many thanks.

Heather Leonard − Orchard Group

Xmas shopping evening
The Town Council reported last month that this year’s
Christmas shopping evening will be on Friday 2 December.
Cllr Don Davidson said that, as well as late opening shops,
there will be the usual stalls, music, rides, competitions and a
film in the Town Hall. This year the Town Council are working
with Experience Chipping Norton on the event.

Home-Start funds ‘on track’ 
Chiltern Railways has chosen Home-Start Banbury &
Chipping Norton as its charity for this year to help fund vital
work supporting families under stress, helping to prevent
family crisis and breakdown. Home-Start is a voluntary
organisation helping families at home in difficulties, with at
least one child under 5. The service is free so depends heavily
on donations. Chiltern hopes to help Home-Start raise
£25,000 towards their annual fundraising target of £50,000.
Company staff plan a variety of fundraising activities including
the Three Peaks Challenge. Home-Start was also one of 16
Oxfordshire groups to receive some of £13,984 from
Oxfordshire Community Foundation (OCF). They work with
Comic Relief and Sport Relief to give grants to small charities
and community groups helping disadvantaged people.

Funding rural businesses
Do you run a business in or around Chipping Norton that
helps the rural economy and could use some grant funding?
The Oxfordshire LEADER scheme consists of a £1.55 million
fund (from the European Union) available until 2020 for
businesses and projects with the potential to create jobs and

Mick
Jagger then
and now ...
attended a
wedding
party at
Cornwell
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weekly Chatterbox coffee morning in the lower Town Hall on
Thursday 9 June from 10.30am-noon. Outreach worker
Anney Harris will be available for a chat, information and
advice for carers. Come along and find out what is available to
help you in your role as a carer? Contact Anney on 07557
430874 for more information.

Baptist Church reopens

After a few years of closure for a major renovation project,
Chipping Norton’s Victorian Baptist Church down New
Street, built in 1862 and paid for by William Bliss II, is open
again for worship. The Thanksgiving and Rededication Service
took place on Saturday 21 May, followed by a reception and
refreshments. The whole building has been converted into a
smaller church meeting hall and eight residential flats. 

Oxfordshire – rival ‘studies’
The row between Districts and County about the future of
Oxfordshire continues. A war by press release seems to have
escalated into a messy battle between rival management
consultant studies. The Government’s ‘devolution’ plans
favour getting rid of the  ‘double layer’ of District and County
authorities – and creating streamlined ‘unitaries’. Not
surprisingly, our District politicians seemed to  prefer options
based on existing Districts – perhaps combining in pairs and
including the idea of abandoning Oxfordshire and seeing, for
example, WODC join with Cotswolds District. The Districts
went ahead, apparently without County agreement, with a
PriceWaterhouseCoopers ‘options study.  In a press release
they told the County Council to ‘get on board’ and cooperate,
as ‘the public will not forgive them if they duplicate the work’.
But guess what, the County politicians commissioned their
own ‘independent’ option study, by rival consultants Grant
Thornton, saying the District’s study would be biased.
Oxfordshire’s Leader, Ian Hudspeth, was quoted  saying, ‘We
will know the District Councils are serious about partnership
working when they talk to us before issuing press releases’. 

The idea of West Oxfordshire trying to create a ‘Unitary’
authority with Cotswolds (with HQ in Cirencester), and
abandoning Oxfordshire, was heavily criticised by WODC’s
Labour Group who put forward a motion to reject any such
idea, but WODC Conservatives voted to pursue it. Now in
the latest twist, the District’s own PWC consultants have
been ‘advised’ by senior civil servants that such a ‘cross

boundary’ idea would be too complicated. So the Districts
now say PWC will look only at ‘unitary options’ based within
existing Oxfordshire boundaries – so it sounds like the end of
the burgeoning WODC/Cotswold collaboration. Can anyone
persuade our County and Districts to work on all this
together? The near identical rival studies will each cost
around £100,000 of taxpayers’ money. It all sounds like a great
way to build consensus and collaboration.  

Go-ahead for Clubhouse 
An adjustment to the plans to build a new Clubhouse at
Chipping Norton’s football ground has been approved by
West Oxfordshire District Council. Plans for the new
clubhouse, being developed and run by the Minotaur Group
of Companies, had been approved in 2015 but were
resubmitted with some suggested changes to the materials
used. Town Councillors had objected to the overall design as
‘out of keeping’ with the surrounding area, but District
Councillors said the changes were not substanitally different
from the already agreed design. This all goes alongside plans
for 226 homes on Chadlington Downs Farm. As well as
homes and clubhouse, the development is to provide a new
landscaped area incorporating a footpath and cycleway
between the football club on Walterbush Road and the rugby
club off Burford Road. 

Queen’s Birthday knees-up
Staff and residents at
Chipping Norton’s
Beechhaven care home had
a real treat on 23 April with
their celebrations to honour
the Queen’s 90th Birthday.
Various members of the staff
dressed up 1940s-style to
sing and dance the
afternoon away. One
resident who had worked in
London during the war
enjoyed the memories the
occasion brought back; and
was thrilled at a visit from ‘Her Majesty’! Earlier in the day the
‘Queen’ had been driven around the Town waving to shoppers
in the High Street. Local entertainer Arthur Taylor got the
party going with old-time favourites, and everyone enjoyed
the cream tea and buffet supper. We are looking forward to
more themed events during the summer months. 

Sandra Marskell

Wifi – fast and slow
The GreenSquare Group has virtually finished their
affordable homes development at Churchill House in Hailey
Road. To help speed up the construction GreenSquare was
one of the first companies to trial a new product from
telecoms supplier EE, who provide temporary data coverage
in places with poor phone signal. This was EE’s ‘4G Rapid Site
solution’, providing 4G broadband in under three days, to
avoid construction teams having to wait for a fixed broadband
line which can take a month or more. A GreenSquare
spokesman, said, ‘If we can get working on a site without
waiting for a fixed broadband connection, then we can save

Minister Joyce Rice pictured at the reception following the
Rededication Service
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money and start building more homes. And being connected
reduces contractor rates, reduces travel costs, improves
carbon footprint, and gives an overall improved productivity’. 

Well done to EE and GreenSquare. But at the other end
of the spectrum, the News has heard of residents moving into
their new homes at the Penhurst site who have had to wait
for weeks to get landlines and broadband. Meanwhile,
Chipping Norton continues to be a bit of a black hole for
much mobile coverage for many operators – try getting 3G
or even 2G in the market square, inside many of the pubs and
on the wrong side of the hill. The News is interested to hear
of any readers’ experiences with getting into the digital age.

Co-op’s help for Villager buses
Midcounties Co-
op, which runs the
Chipping Norton
store, has stepped
in with £7,500
sponsorship to
support the
Villager bus
services. The
Villager’s public
grants will drop
significantly when
Oxfordshire County Council stops its bus routes subsidies
from July. The Co-op has sponsored three Villager buses
(which provide transport in Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and
Gloucestershire), to ensure residents around Chipping
Norton can continue to use its routes. The funding also
supports running costs of all five Villager buses. Run entirely
by volunteers, the team operates 19 scheduled bus routes
through many small villages in the Cotswolds. Keith Gowing,
chairman of The Villager, said, ‘Most passengers are elderly
residents who rely on our service to do their shopping, go to
medical appointments, and meet friends. Being able to save
our most-used routes with the help of Midcounties Co-
operative has been a big achievement. We are still seeking
further support for all our routes but this sponsorship has
given our campaign a big boost.’

Sir Barry stands down
Sir Barry Norton, the longstanding Conservative leader of
West Oxfordshire District Council, made his last speech in
May before retiring at the age of 70 due to ill health. He had
been 15 years as leader and 33 years on the Council. He was
given an ovation by the councillors and tributes were paid by
Conservative, Labour and Lib Dem members. Sir Barry was
MP David Cameron’s election agent for 15 years and was
knighted last year. 

Town Council grants for 2016/17
With the new financial year (2016-17) under way it is a good
time to remind local clubs, charities and other voluntary
organisations that Chipping Norton Town Council will be
awarding around £15,000 through their ‘grants to voluntary
bodies’ committee recommendations. Applications must be
received by 1 September 2016 and forms are available from
the Town Clerk, the Guildhall, OX7 5NJ.

New Cattery in action
Chipping Norton’s ‘Hotel for Cats’ is
now open next to the new Veterinary
Hospital up the Banbury Road. Janine
Whitehead told the News that the
new boarding Cattery has eight extra-
large pens each with shelves to perch
on and a tree branch to climb and
scratch. Kitty was the first boarder
(see picture – taken with the owner’s
permission) who has settled in well
and is currently enjoying lots of
attention. The Cattery will be open to

allcomers but Janine hopes to be able to help owners with
cats that have diabetes, heart problems and other long-term
health issues needing extra care while owners are away.
Anyone thinking of boarding their cat is very welcome to go
and take a look. Call 642547 for details. 

Screen by the Green 
The next movie at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall on
Saturday 11 June is Brooklyn. A beautiful film, based on Colm
Toibin’s novel and adapted by Nick Hornby, it is set in the
early 1950s and tells the story of a young immigrant (Saoirse
Ronan) who leaves her home town in Ireland to seek a better
future in Brooklyn, New York. Julie Walters, Jim Broadbent and
Emory Cohen are great support. This is a lush and nostalgic
film with a knock-out performance from Oscar-nominated
Saoirse Ronan – one of the best films of the year. 7.30 start,
tickets £4.50, pay on the door. For information and to book
ring 659903 or email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com.
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‘Bag for Life’ help for Museum
Chipping Norton’s Co-op
has marked the store’s
150th anniversary with the
launch of an exclusive
shopping bag. The new
‘Bag for Life’ will be
adorned with vintage
photographs from the
store’s past, including the
original shopfront and
images of horse drawn
carts, which were once
used to deliver coal to the
store. All profits raised
from bag sales will be
donated to Chipping
Norton Museum. The
High Street-based
museum houses a large collection of artefacts, including a
teapot which was presented to Edie Clark for her long
service in the Co-op in Chipping Norton during its early
years. Pauline Watkins, Museum Curator said, ‘We’re planning
to use the money to buy metal boxes to display Rev’d Ralph
Mann’s family index cards, which were recently bequeathed to
us. He was a prominent local figure, formerly head of History
at Chipping Norton School before being ordained as an
Anglican priest’. As well as supporting local attractions like the
Museum, the store also rewards local residents. Recently, Co-
op staff presented loyal customer Marcus Smith with a £200

cheque after he completed an online customer feedback
survey. Marcus donated half his winnings to the Chipping
Norton Lions, to provide five food parcels for elderly locals.

Baptist Church redevelopment
The re-opening of the Baptist Church is welcomed, but
something of a dispute has broken out between immediate

neighbours and
the developer
converting part
of the listed
church into flats.
Kate Ward, of
Diston’s Lane,
says, ‘We stand
to suffer
permanent loss
of privacy by

overlooking from
higher level windows
into our bedrooms,
bathrooms and living
spaces because the
developer has flouted
planning conditions
put in place specifically to safeguard our privacy.’

WODC’s planning permission required first floor
windows, in the conversion of the former meeting room and
store to the rear, to be fixed obscured glass to avoid
overlooking neighbours’ homes.  Although an amendment
later allowed the small top lights to be openable, the
developer installed windows entirely of clear glass with all
lights capable of opening.  

Listed Building Consent for minor works to listed
churches is not granted by the Local Planning Authority. The
Church Listed Buildings Advisory Committee gave consent
and, the developer insists, required the new windows to be of
clear glass. R and B Developments was set up specifically to
undertake the works and the Director & Operations Manager
Joe Rice, the husband of Baptist Minister Joyce Rice, says he is
caught between two conflicting requirements. WODC have
opened an enforcement case and say they are looking to bring
the matter to a resolution to neighbours’ satisfaction and to
enable the flats to be sold. However Mr Rice says he will
appeal against the condition and is confident that the heritage
aspects will win the argument. 

The new windows in the main church also took
neighbours by surprise, again with fears of being overlooked,
as clear glass has replaced a lead-effect, opaque finish.
However, the developer insists that this effect had not been
an integral feature but a plastic anti-vandal application. 

Of additional concern to locals was the recent sight of
several grave headstones in a skip. Following invitation, several
headstones had already been claimed and taken away by
relatives of the deceased. The two listed tombstones and the
Bliss family headstone have been re-erected within the private
garden, but the remaining unclaimed headstones dismantled
and removed from the site. 

Baptist Church
conversion – concerns
about windows (above)
and tombstones (right)
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Family Fun Day 16 July
Don’t forget to put Saturday 16 July – up at Chipping Norton
Rugby Club – firmly in your diary for a big family fun day to
raise money for children with cancer. Everyone can enjoy the
range of stalls: cakes, makeup, bath bombs, pony rides, bouncy
castles, car boot, food and drink, music, rugby taster for tots,
jewellery, clothes, and pet items. A grand tombola and a star
prize raffle will be held on the day. Entry is £5 for an adult,
£2.50 for a child – and includes food in the entry price. For
more information please contact Lucy Clifton: 07415 384178.
This event is being held to raise money for Children with
Cancer UK and Kamran’s Ward in the John Radcliffe Hospital,
Oxford. Almost 4,000 children and young people are
diagnosed with cancer every year in the UK and Children
with Cancer UK is the leading national children’s charity
dedicated to the fight against childhood cancer. 

Sunshine for St Mary’s Fete

Amidst glorious weather and the genteel surroundings of the
Old Vicarage gardens next to St Mary's Church, many locals
attended the annual Friends of St Mary's fete trying their
hands at, amongst other things, whack a rat, a very generous
raffle, biscuit decorating, and hook a duck. There were plants
and crafts aplenty to buy. Chipping Norton School Jazz Band
provided musical entertainment throughout the afternoon
and over £2000 was raised for the Friends to maintain our
beautiful church. The Friends’ Jo Graves told the News, ‘We
are very grateful to all those who supported us, especially the
following local businesses – Beales, Bippity Boo, Chipping
Norton Tea Set, Cornbury Festival, Cotswold Wildlife Park,
The Fox, Gill & Co, Sainsbury’s, Wild Thyme and Wychwood
Brewery. Our thanks to Chipping Norton Scouts for their
support too.’ The Friends are holding a Barn Dance in the
Town Hall on 15 October – details later. Meanwhile why not
become a Friend? Interested? Contact: jograves46@aol.com.

Katharine House update
The 10th Midnight Walk, a big fundraiser for the Hospice,
is on Saturday 25 June. There’s still time to sign up by 13 June.
Everyone gets a T-shirt to wear on the night, as well as a
medal, drink and a bacon roll after the walk. See
www.khh.org.uk, or phone 01295 816484. 

Festival of Open Gardens runs until 11 September. 30+
gardens are open in local villages. See www.khh.org.uk/how-
you-can-help-us/fundraising/festival-of-open-gardens/.  

Town Centre Collections – the next one in Chipping
Norton is on 29 June – others are in Banbury, Bicester and

Brackley. To volunteer as a collector please call Wendy Crosse
in the Fundraising Office on 01295 816484. 

Broughton Castle Sportive – this annual cycling event for
KHH is on 10 July. See www.broughtoncastlesportive.co.uk.

Beacon for the Queen
The Town celebrated the
Queen’s 90th birthday on 21
April, with Mayor Mike Tysoe
lighting a beacon outside the
Health Centre. 100 or so
people gathered on a chilly
evening for the event, which
was one of thousands in which
beacons were lit across the
country. The Town continues
the party with a lunch and
teaparty on Sunday 12 June,
alongside the Town Festival.
See article on page 3.

Henry Cornish Summer Fete
All are welcome to join residents for their Summer Fete 1-
4pm on Saturday 18 June. They promise a family day out with
stalls selling bric-a-brac, flowers and plants plus a cake stall
and refreshments including burgers, chips and ice cream. Go
along to join in the fun! The Care Centre is next to the
Hospital near the Health Centre off London Road.

Coming up at The Lido
The Lido at
Chipping Norton
has already seen
plenty of people
enjoying every-
thing on offer –
luxuriating in the
steam room,
swimming serious
lengths in training

for a triathlon, simply splashing about to cool off after school,
having a hot drink to warm up on a cool day or an ice cream
to cool down on a hot one. If you haven’t made it there yet,
here are some forthcoming temptations: Synchro for All
started again on 16 May, running every Monday evening 7.30-
8.30pm – great fun and a good workout too. Our ever-
popular Summer Solstice Late Swim is 7-11 pm on 18 June,
the Saturday nearest the actual Solstice – your chance to
swim into the sunset, relax in the steam room, and then enjoy
a drink and a bite to eat on our lovely lawn. There are places
still available on our National Pool Lifeguarding Qualification
Course, from 5-9 July. If you will be over 16 on 9 July and a
competent swimmer, this small investment could reap
rewards for the next two years. 

Finally, our Children’s Swimming Lessons runs Monday–-
Friday for four weeks from 25 July. Suitable for all children
four and over, these week-long intensive courses are designed
for everyone, from complete beginners to competent
swimmers wanting to improve their strokes and stamina.
Don’t forget The Lido is also a fantastic venue to hold your
event. Available most evenings, there is also the Saturday

LOCAL NEWS



13

LOCAL NEWS

morning slot, ideal for children’s parties. Further details on
www.chippylido.co.uk, or from The Lido itself. Keep up at
facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter @ChippyLido, or contact
The Lido directly about joining, the Lottery, the Committee,
Friends or to donate at info@chippylido.co.uk.

Claire Williamson

Library’s Big Friendly Read
Chipping Norton Library would like to start some Computer
Buddy sessions for over 60s in partnership with Age UK. If
you are interested in volunteering as a computer ‘buddy’
please contact us at the Library. The sessions would aim to
give some basic tuition, such as searching the internet and
sending emails. There is a great demand for this kind of skill
so if you can spare the time you may find this volunteering
opportunity very rewarding. The title for this year’s Summer
Reading Challenge will be the Big Friendly Read. This year
marks 100 years since the birth of Roald Dahl, the world’s
number one storyteller for children. The Big Friendly Read is
inspired by some of Roald Dahl’s best-loved characters and
the amazing artwork of his principal illustrator, Sir Quentin
Blake. We hope it will encourage reading on a giant scale and
will highlight themes such as invention, mischief and friendship
all of which are explored by Roald Dahl. Watch out for more
information next month! The challenge starts 16 July. 

Sally Moore – Senior Library Assistant

Lawrence Team update
At the AGM for the
Lawrence Home Nursing
Team on Wednesday 11
May, Chair, Dr Jonathan
Moore, made a
presentation to Monica
Deakin, a stalwart
supporter of the Charity
for many years. She is the
person who ensures that
many of the local
restaurants, pubs and
businesses in Chipping
Norton have our
collecting tubs on their

counters. Extended thanks also went to our army of
volunteers who give up their time at fundraising events, street
collections and bake sales. Special thanks were given to Sarah
Darnell, PJ Seccombe and Shirley Watkins for their tireless

fundraising support. Jonathan Moore’s report is available on
our website.

The Wychwood Golf Club, Lyneham, is hosting ‘Drive and
Dine’ on Friday 10 June. The event is kindly sponsored by
Broadsword Security Services. Why not get a team of four
players together and stay on for the evening entertainment
including a two-course buffet, raffle and live music from
Ragged Edge? Ticket and booking information at
www.lawrencehomenursing.org. Dinner-only tickets £30. Golf
Day-only tickets £50. 

A huge thank you to staff at
Wise Investment (pictured above)
who recently dressed up to raise
money for the Charity. The theme
was things beginning with ‘W’... taken
rather literally in some cases! From
Where’s Wally? to a bottle of wine, the
outfits were varied and imaginative.
First prize for Best Dressed was
awarded to Claire Brain, who is
pictured here dressed as a Walnut
Whip! Thanks also to The Crown at
Church Enstone, The Plough at Kingham and Artyard Café for
taking part in our Restaurant Scheme over the past few
months. Diners are invited to make a £1 voluntary
contribution to the Charity at the end of their meal.

Verity Fifer

HGVs & traffic – what next?
After more issues with HGVs and safety in Horsefair in 2015,
last December the Town Council wrote a comprehensive
letter to Oxfordshire County Council asking what had
happened to the long-promised and long-delayed (10 year
old) plans for action to divert HGVs from Chippy’s town
centre and deal with increased traffic pollution. Increases in
traffic from housing, visitors and shopping are now looming
large. After nearly four months with no reply and following
further prompts, a letter arrived on 30 March from OCC’s
Bev Hindle, from ‘Strategy and Infrastructure Planning’. The
answer? OCC have commissioned another ‘Transport
Scheme Options Generation Study’ in Chipping Norton. This
one will, in particular, look at the impact of lots of housing
growth – such as at Tank Farm. Various ‘possible schemes’ for
roads and traffic will be looked at again, with the promise to
‘think creatively’. OCC will also be looking again at ‘depriming’
the A44, by talking to neighbouring counties.

The Town’s Traffic Advisory Committee heard all about
this on 28 April. Local Councillors Jo Graves (Chair), Eve
Coles, Steve Jordan, Hilary Biles and Laetisia Carter were
present. Cllr Biles (who is the County Councillor) is trying to
keep the momentum going on all these issues. One ‘Catch 22’
situation is that, in spite of existing HGV and traffic issues,

SUMMER FETE
Saturday 18 June 

noon-3pmTombola

Welly Wangin
g

Cake stallGift Stalls Face Painting

BBQ & Refreshments
Lucky Dip

.... AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!! 

St Mary’s CofE Primary School 



14

LOCAL NEWS

considerably more housing is needed to justify spending a lot
more money. Meanwhile, a request has been made to repaint
wider white lines, as well as yellow hatching on the road at
Horsefair. More progress is awaited.

Chippy loves cake!

This was proven, if proof were needed, at our Cancer
Research UK cake sale on 7 May. Thanks to all those who
made cakes, those who bought them and those who made
generous donations. We were delighted to make over £330.
Thanks too to the Co-op for their contribution to the
ingredients. Volunteers are always welcome and if you’re
interested and would like more information please call me on
645134 or come and see us at the Chippy Festival on 12 June.

Graham Raven – North Cotswolds Fundraisers CR UK

Next Chippy Tidy Up
After the good support in the last two months everybody is
welcome to come and help at a regular ‘Chippy Tidy Up’
morning on the second Sunday each month over the summer.
This month’s is on Sunday 12 June; meet 10am at the Town
Hall steps. The team helps with weeding, litter picking and
general tidy up. All litter picking equipment will be provided
but for those wanting to weed and clean please bring your
own kit. Any questions, please call Shaun Fagan on 07827
999135. Next dates are 10 July and 14 August.

Gt Rollright Summer Fete

The Friends of Great Rollright School have an exciting
programme lined up for their annual summer fete on Saturday
18 June, 2–5pm. It will be held at Great Rollright Village Hall
and adjacent field. There’s something for everyone. Our
popular dog show is back, as are the pony rides. Plus the
animals from Fairytale Farm are joining us again too! We will
also have live music, stalls, games, raffle, BBQ, licensed bar and
cafe! Plenty to see and do ... so please join us in our beautiful
village location for a great afternoon out! All proceeds raised
will go to support Great Rollright CE Primary School.

Michelle Jones

Police & Neighbourhood Crime
This month’s report from Police and local press

Stabbing in Hailey Avenue On Monday 25 April a woman
in her 70s was attacked and stabbed at about 5pm in Hailey
Avenue in Chipping Norton. She was taken to the JR hospital
and was in a stable condition. The Police subsequently
arrested a man who has been charged with wounding. Hailey
Avenue was sealed off and forensic and police dog units were
on the scene. Police said it appeared to be an isolated incident.
Det Insp Jonathan Capps, from Oxfordshire Force CID, said,
‘We are investigating this incident to establish the
circumstances. Anyone with any information or any concerns
should approach and speak to an officer or call the 24-hour
Thames Valley Police enquiry centre on 101. You can also call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111’.

Burglars sentenced After a night-time burglary in Chipping
Norton last year, Leonard Trinder, aged 29, of Fox Close,
Chipping Norton, pleaded guilty to one count of burglary and
one count of taking without consent at Oxford Crown Court
on 15 April and was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment.
Another man, Michael Lewin, aged 29, from Oxford, was
found guilty on similar counts and sentenced to two years,
suspended for 18 months. He was given a four-month curfew
and ordered to pay £500 compensation.

Church roof plundered Police are appealing for
information after a substantial amount of lead was stolen
from the roof of St Andrew’s Church in Kingham in the early
hours of Friday 5 May. Anyone who saw anything or hears of
large quantities of lead up for sale, please tell police. All the
lead is security marked and will therefore be traceable.

New ‘pub watch’ scheme A new ‘pub watch’ scheme to
reduce alcohol-related incidents in bars and pubs has been
launched in Chipping Norton. This comes after  the
reintroduction of night-time police patrols in town after a
spate of anti-social behaviour.

Chippy crime incidents At their April meeting, Chipping
Norton Town Councillors were told by Neighbourhood
officer Alex Prentice that March had seen 24 criminal
incidents including a burglary, four assaults, one arson and
three drugs offences.

Have Your Say Wednesday 29 June, 10−11.30am at Chipping
Norton Co-op with PCSO Cheryl Harrison.

For advice or to contact the neighbourhood team call the police
non-emergency number 101 or 999 for emergency. Or email:
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EXCELSIOR 
T a x i s  &  P r i v a t e  H i r e  

01608 643721 
01608 644015 

www.excelsiortaxis.co.uk 

Taxis, Minibuses & Executive Cars 

Local & Long Distance, Airports 
Stations, Weddings & Parties 
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The Theatre
Murder at the Mansion! Wednesday 15 June.  The Theatre
is  hosting another murder mystery event in which you can
become involved. This year’s will be in the lovely ‘Indian Style’
private house and grounds of Sezincote with its grottos and
waterfalls. Come and question the colourful array of suspects
to solve the murder. You can picnic in the grounds with a
complimentary glass of Pimms from 6pm. A fundraiser for the
Theatre, tickets are £25, numbers limited, so book soon!

In the Footsteps of the Mitfords Following their previous
sell-out success, Scary Little Girls return to bring the
celebrated sisters to life. Performances are drawn from the
sisters’ letters, fiction and memoirs on a specially prepared
walkers’ route around the stunning setting of their childhood
home, Asthall Manor near Charlbury – opened specially for
this event. Walks last approx 90 minutes, leaving every 20
minutes 6pm-9pm on Friday 1 & Sunday 3 July. .

Stig of the Dump The Theatre
filled with children and parents to
watch two performances of Clive
King’s 1963 classic story following
the adventures of Barney and his
friend Stig. Young Barney (pictured
here) is staying with his
grandparents and stumbles into a
chalk pit full of rubbish and comes
across a strange little creature

resembling a caveman who cannot communicate in English.
The two become friends and have many adventures including
time travel back to the Stone Age. Four adult actors, plus the
delightful puppet Stig, romped enthusiastically through the
story, engaging the audience with songs, arm waving and
hilarious repetitive words. For those who did not already
know the story, Newsteam reporter included, the Grandma
could have perhaps worn a grey wig and not appeared as the
buxom young blonde that she obviously was! The story is
studied in many primary schools and views from young
members of the audience ranged from ’brilliant’ to ‘my little
sister’s reading it at school and I can't wait to buy the book!’ 

Gay Holden

Fiddler on the Roof From the opening scene it was clear
that the
p a c k e d
a u d i e n c e
was in for a
wonder f u l
evening. The
chorus sang
clearly and
danced with
enthusiasm;
the well-
re h e a r s e d
o r c h e s t r a
played the jolly music with pizzazz and the sombre music
with feeling. The costumes were ‘quality’. Good work from
Musical Director Alena Saroka and Choreographer Fiona
Bates. So many wonderful soloists too numerous to
mention. Martin Hannant’s role as milkman Tevye suited him
like a glove (or a prayer shawl!); his moves from humour to

pathos, were pitched just right – so easy to overdo this role.
Well done Director Pat Lake. Diana Dodds as Tevye’s long-
suffering wife Golde should also be congratulated. Lovely
voice and role interpretation. Not just a fun night out, I
thought. Although this musical is set in early 20th century
Russia, it still has meaning today as refugees, belonging to
religious groups or otherwise, are still forced to leave their
homes. The fiddler reminded us, however, that, although
change is inevitable, traditions may remain strong and
survive. A good choice of production for our troubled times. 

Alison Huitt

ChipLitFest
The fifth Chipping Norton Literary Festival ran from 21-24
April. The amazing
range of events all
around the Town
included a young
people's poetry
competition (the
winners featured in
this photo),
creative writing
workshops, big
names from the
world of literary fiction, children's illustrators, food and drink
demonstra-tions, crime writers, natural history events, debut
novelists and storytelling sessions for very young children. 
One of the Festival’s ‘firsts’ this year was the Short Story

Competition sponsored by pennyshorts.com and judged by
novelist Tessa Hadley. There were over 250 entries from all
around the world. Each winning story can be read on
www.chiplitfest.com with comments from Tessa about what
made the winners stand out. 

Out of a weekend of delights here’s a take on just three: 

Absolute Pandemonium The packed theatre audience –
not a spare seat to be had – was given a peek into a multi-
faceted Brian Blessed. Brian spoke, relatively quietly and very
entertainingly, non-stop, about a variety of subjects leaving the
interviewer redundant. Brian could and would have continued
all afternoon had there not been a time constraint. He had the
audience enraptured, talking about the famous actors he had
worked with: Richardson, Gielgud and Peter O’Toole, whom
he described movingly as ‘a frightening, disturbed man who at
his best was astonishing.’ He talked about climbing Everest
and paid tribute to Mallory and Irvine and speculated that

ChipLitFest 2016 team with Festival Director Jenny Dee
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they had actually reached the summit of Everest about 30
years prior to Hillary. He spoke passionately and with humour
and allowed the audience to see a bit of Brian the philosopher.
And we learnt the following facts: Brian was a Yorkshire
schoolboy boxing champion; he is a trained undertaker; he
delivered a baby in Richmond Park; he was the Master of
Ceremonies for the Hong Kong handover; he is the voice of
Grampy Rabbit in Peppa Pig. Everyone who listened to Brian
was entertained and left wanting to hear more. Little
wonder the queue of people clutching his book for signing
stretched through into the auditorium and was hardly out of
the building before the next ChipLit session. 

A Theatre Usher

Pie at Night As fans of his broadcasts for BBC 6 Music will
already know, Stuart Maconie is never short of a few words.
True to form,
at The Theatre
to promote his
book, Pie at
Night: In Search
of the North at
Play, he
deviated from
the usual Q &
A format and
riffed for about
half an hour on
what norther-
ers in England
get up to when they’re not at work. It was part book
promotion, part stand-up routine and the tone was warm
and affectionate. When interviewer Mike Gayle finally sat
him down for a chat we were reminded that Maconie is just
as fine a writer as he is a broadcaster. He said he would
come back to Chippy to do some more events and, fingers
crossed, he’ll do so.  Stuart’s event was sponsored by Pulham
& Sons, who provided a free Festival shuttle bus between
the Festival car park on London Road and Glyme Hall. 

Gillian Lowe

A Very Short Introduction To ... Shakespeare's
Comedies 23 April was the 400th

anniversary of Shakespeare's death. The
ChipLItFest acknowledged it by
organising a talk to introduce the
audience to A Very Short
Introduction to Shakespeare's
Comedies by Professor Bart Van Es,

a Fellow of St Catherine's College
Oxford. To a packed Barn at the

Chequers the author spoke and answered
questions about this small but very informative book.

William Shakespeare has been called the inventor of the
romcom. Before him comedy was bound by strict rules, but
he stretched time to suit the plot and ignored all the rules. He
wrote 18 comedies, more than any other single genre. He
created fools who were sharp-tongued and often wiser than
the noble characters. Talking of his favourite play, As You Like
It, Professor Van Es thought, even without the plot, the play
would be successful because of its wit and comic dialogue. His
enthusiasm for his subject was evident and enjoyed by all.

Kaye Freeman

Other local events and news
Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts Society: Gone in a
flash? A History of Firework Displays from the Renaissance to
the Age of Electricity by Timothy Wilcox, lecturer and curator.
Wednesday 8 June, 11am, coffee from 10.15. At 10.30 we will
award this year’s bursaries to local arts students and exhibit
their work. Non-members welcome (suggested donation £8)
Bradwell Village Hall. Details www.cotswolddfas.org.uk.

In the Gold of Day: Wychwood Chorale’s Summer Concert
includes pieces by John Rutter, Billy Joel and Stephen Paulus.
Directed by Bernard West. 7.30pm Saturday 25 June, St
Michael’s and All Angels’ Church, Leafield OX29 9PG. Free
admission & refreshments with retiring charity collection. If
you’d like to join the choir call Emma on 659737 or visit
wychwoodchorale.org.uk.

Chipping Norton Choral Society: conducted by Bernard
West, will perform Cesar Franck Psalm 150 and Mendelssohn
Opus 96 (Three Hymns) at All Saints’ Church, Churchill, on
Sunday June 26 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 on the door, under 14s free.

Pimms and Plays with the NORTS
Another café-style theatre production on
the theme of Marriage with pieces by
Alan Ayckbourn and George Melly and a
one act play called A Marriage has been
Arranged. 2 July Parish Rooms, Church
Street. If you are interested in joining this
local Amateur Dramatic Society contact
Andrew Pitman 01993 830930 or
andrewpitman123@btinternet.com

Burford Singers Summer Concert conducted by Brian
Kay present a delightful programme with Craig Ogden playing
works by Scarlatti, Bach, Albeniz and Gary Ryan with Robin
Baggs on Piano. Choral Programme includes Singet dem Herrn
by Bach and The Mission Chorales by George Martin. Call
01993 822412 for tickets. See burfordsingers.org.uk for
details. Saturday 2 July 7.30pm Burford School Hall
Cheltenham Rd, Burford OX18 4PL.

ArtWeeks in our area and the Fibrefest both take place at the
end of May and will be reviewed in our July edition. 

Stuart Maconie pictured outside the Theatre
with shuttle bus sponsors from Pulhams 

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Shore to Shore
Poetry event

with

Carol Ann Duffy
21st June 2016
Tickets available
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Local organisations to join

All telephone numbers (unless otherwise stated)

start with std code 01608

Age Concern CN             643320

Air Training Corps
ATC office                     646599

Amnesty International                 
Priscilla Peace       01451 830459

Army Cadets
Colin Tye               07917 273535

Ballet (Adult /Teen)
Ali Maxwell                        645256

Bereavement Support Groups
Friendship Club for the Bereaved
Patricia Smith                   678456
Late Spring (for those 60+)
Joan Douglass         07827 235453

BBOWT                                       

Reg Tipping            01295 251073

Badminton Club                               
David Judge          07958 519366

Banbury Ornithological So ci e ty
Frances Buckel                  644425

Bowls Club                                           
Roberta Jarvie                  643556 

Bridge Club                                         
David Megson                   645382

CHAOS (Amateur Operatic)
Dave Court 811031
Chadlington Flower Club           
Anne Anson                      683289
Charlbury FinstockMorris
Peter Smith                         811007
CN Amateur Astronomy Group
Robin Smitten       07527 224411
CN Historical Research Group   
Jan Cliffe                             641057
Chipping Norton News
Jill Thorley                         643219

Chipping Norton Yacht Club
Roger Backhaus                   642813

Chippy Active Trips                      
Pat Lake                               643458

Chippy Art Group

Jan Wilkinson                   730268 

Chippy Lippys (Women’s Networking Group)
Jan Harvey             01993 832357
Chippy Swifts (boys’ football)     
Martin Driscoll     07885  883488
CN Choral Society
Sarah Cobb             07836 518868
Church Youth Groups
Holy Trinity (RC)                               
Judith Hodkinson   641802

St Mary’s (CofE)
Jonny Lowe 645668
Circle/World Dance
South Newington
Stella Darke            01295 720096
Swalcliffe
Tracy Lean     01295 780710
Whichford (Holycombe Retreat)
Sally Birtwell             684239
Conservative Association            
Guy Wall                 07432 084236
Cricket Club
David Wood                       659895

Dementia Friendly CN
                643320  / 07595 304054

Four Shires Swimming Club       
Rachel Pearson     07749 276019

Gateway Social Club                       
Jane Nolan                         643855

Golf Club                           642383

Girlguiding                                           

CN Brownies, Guides & Senior
Section

Tracey Shadbolt                 645563
CN Rainbows                                  

Alison Dunbar                   644480

Green Gym (environmental projects)

Jenny Harrington              643269 

Green Party                                         
Richard Averill                   643635
History Society                              
Pauline Watkins                 641712

Hook Norton Film Society         
Alastair Brown                 730114 
Horticultural Association             
Eileen Forse                        643275

Hospital League of Friends         

Jo Graves 643976

Kingham Choral Society
Linda Sale                         658647 

Kingham Gardening Club            
Jill Everett                           658111

LETS (Local Exchange Trad ing System)

Ann & David Morton     676302

Labour Party                                       
David Heyes                       646505

Lights Up (Arts & Memory Club)

    01993 893573 / 07769 723328

Lions                                                 
Bob Caswell                       646003

Mothers & Toddlers/Play groups

CN Preschool                       643376
Kingfishers Playgroup  (Kingham)
                                            659502
St Mary’s Parish Rooms   646202
Multiple Sclerosis Society             

Peter Branson                     645988

National Childbirth Trust           
                                0300 330 0700
N Cotswold Chamber Choir
Rosy Nixon    677304
Nortonians (Drama Group)
Andrew Pitman     01993 830930
N Oxon Organic Gardeners         

Tracy Lean               01295 780710



Please add/amend my
organisation’s details in The Guide

Organisation’s name:

Details to be added:

Details to be removed:

Local organisations to join

Please return to CN News c/o Hill Lawn House,
22 New Street, OX7 5LJ  (643219)

Over 60s

CN Monday Club                           

Betty Hicks                        642551

Probus Clubs 
Bliss
Pat Lake    643458

Chipping Norton                             
Geoffrey Norris                 676997

Chipping Norton Ladies                 
Linda Mottram                 646635

Railway Club                                 
Alan Brain                         641586
Ramblers Association                   
Peter Barbour                   641081
Rambling Club                               
Heather Leonard              643691
Rifle & Pistol Club                            
Tom Mooney        07985 323327

Rotary 
Chipping Norton
Simon Hamilton               677156
Annie Roy-Barker             644107
Kingham & the Wychwoods
Mike Clark             01451 830684
Royal British Legion 
Michael Dixon                 642032
RBL (Women’s Section)
Betty Hicks                       642551

Rugby Club                       643968

Scouts, Cubs & Beavers
Tracey Bushrod     07743 864302
Scrabble Club
Sarah Turner                      645981

Skater Hockey 
Lou Murphy 644091

Single File
Social group for unattached 50-70

                                077655 98518

Society of Recorder Players         
Rosalie Cornwallis           641037

Stroke Club                                          
Joyce Taylor                            643320

Tai Chi (Phoenix & Dragon School)
Zita Vellinga                       644894

Tennis

Hook Norton Tennis Club             
Sally Webb                       645329

The Theatre (Friends of)
Heather Leonard               643691

Trefoil Guild                                   
Betty Gardener                   641664

Tuesday Fellowship (Methodist)
Norma Capper                 646372 

Transition Chipping Norton       
Richard Averill                   643635
Twinning Association                     
Jo Graves                     643976

U3A (University of the 3rd Age)     
Jo McVicker                       643379

UKIP
Jim Stanley             07986 619518

Women’s Institutes

Chadlington
Sue Cox                               676987

Churchill, Sarsden & Kingham
Ella Warburton                  658092

Chipping Norton

Prudence Chard               642903

Great Rollright
Martene Midwood           730578

Over Norton                                          
Lesley Stobart           631526

West Oxfordshire                             
Hilary Dix 646228

Wychwood Old Time Dance Club 
Hugh Pitman                   810897

Wychwood Chorale 659737

Wychwood Project
Nick Mottram        01865 815424

Youth Clubs
Over Norton (ON Village Hall)
Sophie Harrison               644126

Remix (Glyme Hall)
Jonny Lowe 645668
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Other useful contact numbers
Community

ACE Centre                         644440
Abbeyfield Society           676652
Albion Day Centre           643428
Charity Shops
Age Concern                        641585
Helen & Douglas House    643138
Katharine House                  646651
Oxfam Music & Books         644850
Sue Ryder                           646187

Citizens’ Advice Bureau                 
                                  03444 111444

Experience Chipping Norton
Shaun Fagan               07827 999135

Fire Station                     dial 999

Getting Heard (formerly Oxfordshire
Advocacy: free support)  0300 3435718

Good Neighbour Scheme
Annie Roy Barker             644107

Halls
Glyme Hall                           238037
Methodist Hall
Sam Watson                         644414

Great Rollright Village Hall
Janet Wilkinson                 730268
Long Compton Village Hall
Jon Bayliss                            684834 
Over Norton Village Hall
Clive Harrison         07880 593597
Salford Village Hall                           
Willie Ross                           641414
St Mary’s Parish Rooms CN
Emma Bayley                       646202

Henry Cornish Care Centre
Residential Care Home     642364

Highlands  Day Centre    643320

Homestart – Banbury &
Chipping Norton   01295 266358

Leisure Centre                     644412

Library                               643559

MP’s Constituency Office
David Cameron       01993 702302

Markets                                             
Farmers’ Market                               
Sarah Smith             01235 227266

Country Market (formerly The WI Market)
Elizabeth Milhofer              641002

MIND                                                
Oxfordshire MIND Wellbeing Service     

Information Line     01865 247788
Office Admin          01865 263730
Museum  (Curator)
Pauline Watkins                   641712

Police non emergency calls 101
or emergency dial 999

Post Office                           641649

Social Services                                      
Access Team            0845 050 7666

Swimming Pool  (Open Air)
Chipping Norton Lido         643188

Talking Newspaper 
Peter Bee                  01993 703837

The Theatre                        642350

Veterinary Surgery                         
CN Veterinary Hospital     642547

Visitor Information Centre          
Witney                       01993 775802

Education

Adult Learning     0845 3510646

Schools:

Chipping Norton School
(Secondary)                         642007
Holy Trinity  Primary  RC 643487
St Mary’s Primary  C of E   642673

Nurseries/Nursery Schools:

ACE Centre Nursery School     644440
Gems Day Nursery           644440
Town Nursery  (Day Nursery &
Nursery School)                   645646

Churches

Baptist                                 642743

Community                         646127 

Holy Trinity – Catholic     642703

Jehovah’s Witnesses           645723

Methodist                           642256

St Mary’s – Anglican          646202

Health

Alcoholics Anonymous                 
                                  01865 242373
Chemists:
Boots                                   642523
CN Pharmacy                       648002
Co-op                                 642731

Dentists:
CN Dental & Implants Centre         
                                                646620
Cotswold Dental Wellness   642993

Doctors:

Chipping Norton Health Centre
                                              642742

CN Hospital
Outpatients           01865 903333
Intermediate Care Unit                   
                                  01865 903366
Lawrence Home Nursing Team 
Nursing                             641549
Fundraising                       677665       

Samaritans       01295 270000

Local government
County Council:  Oxfordshire     
                                  01865 792422
District Council: West Oxon 
Information Point in the Guild hall

643384
Coun cil Of fic es     01993  861000
Parish  Council:  Over Norton      
Vanessa Oliveri                    641754
Town Council: Chipping Norton
Town Clerk                          642341
Town Hall                          642799

Are you in?
The Chipping Norton News, as a serv -
ice to the community, produces this free
guide. Whilst eve ry ef fort has been
made to en sure ac cu ra cy, the News can
accept no re spon si bil i ty for er rors or
omissions. Clubs and organisations are
ad vised to in form us in writing of any
chang es that may oc cur for in clu sion in
the next Guide using the form on the
previous page.
Entries should be submitted to:
The Chipping Norton News Team, 
c/o Hill Lawn House, 22 New Street,
Chip ping Norton OX7 5LJ 
Tel: 643219, email: chippymail@aol.com

updated June 2016



17

the deep fried brie, the greek salad or the smoked salmon,
prawns, lemon and dill. There are also sharing platters,
generous starters suitable for lunch or, if you are hungry, grills
and main meals. Have a wander round Chipping Norton. Visit
the Museum or the Church and explore the various alleyways
but be sure to end up at the Tea Set Café for afternoon tea.

This is a proper tea shop. China pots of
loose tea with old fashioned strainers just
like Granny used to have with dainty china
tea cups. You can choose between a
Cotswold cream tea with homemade scones,
jam and cream or delicious cakes or go the
whole hog and have a full tea served on
traditional three tier cake stands with dainty
sandwiches, scones and cream cakes – a real

treat! Now for the evening ... Cocktails on the verandah at
Bitter & Twisted are a must. They really do make good
cocktails. Then for dinner … Booking is essential at Wild
Thyme, an excellent restaurant which has received many
commendations. It is a fixed price of £35 for three courses
and features local food, an excellent wine list and luxurious
desserts. I suggest you check out their website to find out
what is on offer as the menu varies according to availability
and the season.

Enjoy the culinary delights of Chippy!!

First … a family day out 
Set yourselves and the kids up with a hearty breakfast. The
Old Mill is the place for this. Everything you could wish for,
big cooked breakfast, pastries, eggs on toast and an excellent
childrens’ menu. The restaurant is very child friendly and
guaranteed to send you away satisfied.
Perhaps wander round the shops or go to
the park then end up in Middle Row for
elevenses. Grown ups can relax over a cup
of coffee outside Delicacy or Whistlers
while the children can go a couple of doors
away to Tickkityshake, which is a child’s
dream, with shakes, smoothies, sweeties and
ice cream in abundance. A visit to Fairytale
Farm is a good way to run off excess energy with all its
animals, playground and activities. There is a good café there
where a light lunch, excellent cups of tea and snacks can be
enjoyed inside or out in the courtyard. Where to finish up the
day? Well The Blue Boar is a good choice. Their childrens’
menu is excellent with all the things kiddies enjoy such as fish
and chips, chicken goujons, pizza and lots more. The adult
menu is very extensive, not overpriced and delicious. They
serve excellent fish dishes as well as traditional fare and, if it
happens to be a Sunday, a wonderful roast dinner. Hope you
enjoy your day.

Now… an adults-only day
Because as the day goes on the amount of food increases I
suggest a quiet start to the day. Buy a newspaper and settle
down in Caffè Nero for excellent coffee, pastries or
croissants. Mid-morning should be spent at Jaffé & Neale, a
renowned bookshop where you can browse through the
titles whilst enjoying one of a variety of beverages, home
made cake if you wish and sit outside in the market square
and watch the world go by. For a light lunch I recommend
Whistlers in Middle Row. They do excellent salads, especially

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Gastronomic Chipping Norton
It’s a year since newsteam member Sue Hadland started Food for Thought. She said, ‘I have

enjoyed many delicious coffees, lunches, teas and dinners in this time. This month I am going to
look back and suggest how residents and visitors can enjoy a gastronomic day out round town.’

P O T T E R Y

Celebrate Her Majesty the  
Queen’s 90th Birthday

with this enduring flowerpot handmade by  
Whichford Pottery, makers of top quality, 
British, frostproof, terracotta, flowerpots. 

PHONE TO ORDER: 01608 684416

10 Year 
Frostproof  
Guarantee

Each pot measures 24cm high x 38cm wide
Free delivery applies to mainland UK only. Offer subject to availability. Offer ends 30/06/16. T&Cs apply.

Free delivery (saving £29.50)
£59.50 each 

Special price of £99 for a pair 
(saving a further £20)

Hand-decorated with a royal rose and an inscription on the reverse which reads, 
Her Majesty �e Queen’s 90th Birthday 2016

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
victoria@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset

Whatever the
occasion or
celebration,
we provide
everything
you need to
make your
day extra
special

We specialise

in

weddings

christening

birthdays

&

anniversaries



18

CLUB NEWS

Scouting round up 
Beavers So far this term Riverside beavers have been
learning about disability awareness. We had a visit to
Sainsbury’s to see what it would be like if we were in a
wheelchair and how difficult it would be to shop. On Saturday
30 April we had a fantastic trip to the National Space Centre,

it was an early start but such a fab day. We were all very tired
at the end but did manage to sneak in a McDonalds!

Cubs have been learning all about knots and lashings in
recent meetings. Some have mastered reef knots and clove
hitches and they have all been learning that tricky knot – tying
shoe laces. Their knowledge has been used to make rope
stretchers and tripods. 

Scout numbers have been swelled this term by six new
Scouts, four of whom had come up through Cubs. The Scout
team has also welcomed a new member. Scouts have been
making the most of the light evenings and are working
towards their Athletics badge.

All sections had a good showing for the County Awards day
at Youlbury Scout Camp. This is an annual event when the
Beavers are officially presented with the Bronze award, the
Cubs with the Silver award and the Scouts with the Gold
award. Although everyone enjoyed the day we won’t forget
the thunder, lightning and torrential rain that afternoon!
Congratulations to all the award winners.

Explorers Help needed please! Do you enjoy adventurous
outdoor activities and want to do something worthwhile for
the community? How about becoming an Assistant Explorer
Scout leader in Chippy? We meet fortnightly on Tuesday
evenings (7-9pm) and provide a range of indoor and outdoor
activities from rock climbing and camping to essential life skills
such as first aid. At present we have 16 great young people
ranging from 131/2 to 18. We also have three leaders but
unfortunately we have busy lives and can't make all the
meetings so we need some help – we always have at least two

leaders at every meeting. Don't worry if you have no scouting
experience – we are mainly looking for enthusiasm and can
provide training. If you would like more details please contact
us at chippyesu@gmail.com

MS Society: Local campaigning
This is not political campaigning but campaigning to influence
others to improve quality of lives. Those with MS or with
disabilities often face difficulties that they really shouldn’t
need to. The MS Society runs campaigns at a national level to
influence the Government on disability rights, on benefits and
on the use of vital medicines. At a local level the West
Oxfordshire Branch has campaigned against the cuts to social
services and accessible public transport. However I feel we
should be doing more – I would be interested to hear from
any group where we could work together and benefit if we
could combine efforts. Some possible issues we might raise
are poor or non-existent dropped kerbs, drivers parking in
blue badge spaces or obstructing pavements and inaccessible
shops/cafes and disabled toilets. Do these strike a chord with
you, or have you one of your own?

We still need to improve the culture surrounding those
with impaired mobility – there are many stories of helpful
individuals, but there are still stories of poor treatment or
downright rudeness. Local campaigning could help to achieve
greater understanding and awareness. Please let me know
(call 645988 or email westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk)
and we will consider what action we can take

Peter Branson

Lions’ Message in a Bottle Scheme
This June is quiet. We will be at the Churchill Car Show on 5
June with a stall where we will have a Tombola and our quiz
sheets about the Queen as she celebrates her 90th birthday.

Have you heard about the Lions Club Message in a Bottle
Scheme? This is for people who have a medical condition or
who live on their own. It is a small plastic container which
initially has inside two Green Cross Labels together with a
form to fill in with personal and medical details, next of kin,
who to contact in a emergency and any other details that
would help the Emergency Services. It also helps if a current
drugs list for the person it added. One of the Green Cross
Labels is placed on the back of the usual entry door and the
other is placed on the refrigerator where the container is
usually kept. The Emergency Services look for this if they see
a Green Cross Label and this then gives them all the details

Clive Long
Building Contractors 

New Build, Renovation,

Electrical, Plumbing,

Painting, Carpentry.  

All Types of Work Undertaken

To A High Standard @ Competitive Prices 

Mobile:07531 462886

Home: 01608 641475

Email:clivelongbuildingcontractor@gmail.com

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts who were awarded with challenge
badges at the County Awards Day
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they will need. These containers are free and have already
saved lives so if you feel you would like one please contact
Lion Mike Graham on 644678 or any Lion.

It may be a quiet time but we would still like more
members. Visit www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk, come and
see us at Churchill or contact President Rob Caswell 646003
or Vice-President Maz Jesty 641121 to find out more.

Liz Nason

Railway Club steams into summer
New speaker, David Lloyd visited on 3 May with a talk on
‘Class 59s and other Tales’. A seasoned railwayman he, rather
enviably, lives in the Old Stationmaster’s house at Radley. He
started with British Rail in 1953 as a fireman, progressing to
driver and eventually a driver instructor. He was also involved
with bringing over from America four of the diesel Class 59s
in the 1960s. David was once the driver of the famous engine
‘Mallard’ and on one memorable occasion had politician Willie
Whitelaw on his footplate. He ended his long employment
with BR at the time of privatisation in 1993, when he took
early retirement. He has family in Chipping Norton, which is
how we came to hear about him! 

On 7 June we look forward to meeting another
newcomer, Rose Matheson especially as female speakers are
thin on the ground and her subject sounds very unusual ‘19th

Century Railway Accidents’. Cyril Parsons will be with us on
5 July, to talk about ‘Mail Rail – The PO Underground Railway’.

We meet on the first Tuesday of the month except January.
Do come along if you are interested in railways, steam or diesel
– there’s always a warm welcome for new members and visitors,
plus a free cup of tea or coffee and biscuits in the interval. 

Estelle Brain

Debate & delight at CNWI
Discussion of the two resolutions to be put to the National
AGM took place at the May meeting of Chipping Norton
Women’s Institute. After some debate, members decided
upon both important issues and these views will be taken
forward to Brighton in June. After a break for refreshments,
treasured items were displayed in an Elizabethan Exhibition of
Coronation memorabilia, and also Silver, Golden and
Diamond Jubilee mementoes, making up a delightfully eclectic

mixture which truly celebrated the Queen’s life and reign. On
8 June we look forward to welcoming Martin Hannant, who is
to give a presentation on life as a Redcoat. Visitors are always
welcome to join us in the Lower Town Hall at 7pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Stargazers soak up the summer stars
The spring
weather has given
Chippy stargazers
plenty of fantastic
opportunities to
venture out under
the stars. The
planet Jupiter has
been a superb
sight and we are
now watching the
spectacular risings
of both Mars and
Saturn. 9 May was
a terrific chance to
view the Transit of
Mercury followed
on the 14th by our Spring Moonwatch 2016 – both highly
successful and well attended events at the Rollright Stones.
Solar observations and late night observing will be the name
of the game as we slip into summer and a highlight of the
month will be our participation in the annual Wings & Wheels
day on 19 June at Wellesbourne airfield – a terrific day out for
the whole family. 

We have our monthly indoor meeting on Monday 20 June
in the Methodist rooms, speaker and subject yet to be
confirmed. CN Amateur Astronomy Group welcomes anyone
with an interest in the universe, all meetings are open to
everyone and for up to date information on all of our
activities, or to contact us, please visit www.cnaag.com.

Robin Smitten

Chadlington Flower Club
Our April meeting was attended by about 20 members and
we were given an entertaining and informative talk about the
National Gardens Schemes illustrated with lovely slides. By
the time you read this we will have held our last meeting in
Chadlington and will be looking forward to our summer
events. In June we will be visiting Broughton Grange and
Thursday 28 July will see our open meeting in Chipping
Norton Town Hall for our Emerald Anniversary celebrations.
The evening will be by national demonstrator Pat Dibben with
a presentation entitled Stepping Forward, Looking Back. For
more information and tickets please contact Ann Anson on
683289. Watch out for more information on our plans to
become Chipping Norton Flower Club in September.

Elaine Parsons

U3A hear wood sing
At our May meeting members enjoyed a fascinating
presentation by Oxford musician and violin maker Bruno
Guastalla entitled Can Wood Sing? Bruno showed us screen
images of the process involved in creating an instrument and
passed around objects for us to handle, from the original
block of wood to the nearly finished violin. Members’

Photo: Mel Gigg
CNAAG member David Leigh

demonstrates image projection to view the
Transit of Mercury 
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questions reflected their interest in this unusual talk and we
enjoyed hearing Bruno playing one of his instruments.
Contact Diamond Versi (646578) for details of U3A activities.

Jo McVicker

Amnesty provides a lucky dip
Sunday 12 June is the Town Festival and celebration of the
Queen's 90th birthday. The Chippy Amnesty International
Group will be having a stall and hope you will come along and
meet us, delve into our lucky dip and see what we are doing
to support Amnesty's campaigns.

Our next meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday 9 June in the
Lower Town Hall. We will be writing letters on behalf of
political prisoners from all over the world. All are welcome to
join in this fundamental role of Amnesty International. No fee.
Call Priscilla Peace for details on 01451 830459

Kaye Freeman

Sailing to Brazil and back
We had a great April meeting with a talk given by Club
members David and Helen Oakley. They are not household
names of international sailing fame (like some of our
speakers) but Chippy residents who, back in 1997, took a year
off and sailed a modest 30 foot boat across the Atlantic, via
the Canaries and Cape Verde islands, to Brazil. They spent a
month there hiking and exploring, before heading north to
the Caribbean – Trinidad, Tobago, Grenada, Carriacou, Tobago
Cays, Bequia, Guadeloupe, Antigua, Sint Maarten - thence back
to Ireland via the Azores. They shared the presenting - feeding
each other cues and asides with skill. We heard of starlit
nights, gales and calms, turtles and whales, turquoise seas and

white sands, palms and parakeets. David brought his guitar and
sang us a couple of nautical songs, one of which was a saga of
the voyage. We lived the dream as they recollected and
recounted this voyage. The audience buzzed.

Our next talk is by our own Phil Levermore on his
Mediterranean adventures and achievements, over the
last 10 years. The season of talks nears its summer
recess, as the sailing season starts. Visit cnyc.co.uk for
details of the summer social events and to book. 

Roger Backhaus

Quaker meetings
Quaker monthly meetings from
7.30-8.30pm at the Lower Town
Hall on the first Wednesday of
each month: 1 June and 6 July.
Everyone is welcome. Each
meeting will include a short
opportunity to explore key
issues, share our experiences
and 40 minutes of silent
worship. The meetings are free
to join but we accept donations
towards the cost of hiring the
room. Anyone wishing to
experience a longer period of
silent worship and getting
involved with a local Quaker
group, is welcome to attend any of the local meetings on Sundays
at 10.30am in Charlbury, Banbury, Sibford, Witney, Oxford or
Headington. Visit www.quaker.org.uk/meetings for details

Eclectic Folk Club
Club member Paul C sent this report: I fear I may have overused
the word ‘eclectic’ in the past... so from the Collins Thesaurus
... how about: ‘...diverse, general, broad, varied, comprehensive,
extensive, wide ranging, diversified, manifold, heterogeneous,
catholic, all-embracing, liberal, many-sided, multifarious,
dilettantish...’? How did the compiler [my reference edition
2006] know about Chipping Norton Folk Club in May 2016?
From Traditional Scottish Ballad to fine Eagles songs with
many notes in between, some played on a Welsh Harp. Next
eclectic meeting 13 June at the Blue Boar, 8pm. New
performers and indeed new audience always most welcome.

Chippy Labour Party see the sun rise
We seem to have been involved in the election campaign for
a long time now. Across West Oxfordshire we retained the
three Labour seats won in 2012, itself a high-water mark in
our fortunes. Councillor Geoff Saul retained his seat in
Chipping Norton, polling over 1,000 votes. It remains a
concern that the Conservatives, with less than half the vote,
nevertheless hold over 80% of the seats in West Oxfordshire.
In addition Nova Bradley joins the Town Council, though it
took two recounts and a winning margin of one vote. The sun
was rising as we drove home from the count. Then off to
Abingdon for the count for Police and Crime Commissioner.
Councillor Laetisia Carter provided a very good result for
Labour, indeed she won the vote in several of the large towns
in the Thames Valley. The final margin was 7.5%, half what it
was in 2012.

This month we have a couple of social events: 15 June.
Supper Club with David Lammy MP and 24 June, Quiz and

Domiciliary Care Agency

At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,
we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can
mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to
help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to
complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are
committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please 

call: 01608 648656  email: info@carecc.co.uk
or visit our website: www.carecc.co.uk

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

CQC Registered

Now recruiting part time/weekend staff

A warm welcome at Quaker
meetings
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Chips at The Chequers. And, of course, our monthly branch
meeting on Thursday 9 June at The Chequers. For further
information contact David Heyes davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

NOOG visits Corpus Christi
May’s beautiful weather proved the
perfect backdrop to N Oxon
Organic Gardeners’ visit to the
gloriously varied garden of The
Old Vicarage at Bledington. This
lovingly tended garden has
something for everyone – as well
as lots of plants for sale. The roses
will be in full bloom when it’s open
again on 19 June under the NGS
scheme. On Wednesday 1 June,
we’ll be heading into Oxford for an
in-depth tour of the gardens of

Corpus Christi College. Longstanding head gardener David
Leake (recently featured in The Guardian) – a delightfully
quirky character – will lead the tour of this unusual Oxford
college garden, starting at 6.30pm. On Wednesday 6 July at
7pm we’ll be visiting the Old Glebe in Tadmarton, followed by
a return visit to Tracy’s garden-in-progress in Swalcliffe. Do
join us. Car sharing can be arranged. For enquiries please
contact tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710,
www.noog.org.uk.

Horticultural Association’s summer plans
The winter season of the Chipping Norton Horticultural
Association concluded in April with the return visit of Don
Everitt with the seasonal subject of Tubs and Hanging Baskets.
Don gave us many ideas and showed some interesting slides
and brought a wonderful selection of plants for members to
buy. During the summer members and friends will be visiting
places of interest – with seats still available on three trips –
Buscot, Avebury Manor and garden and Croome Park and
garden. Some members visited Abbeyfield, Chadlington to
resume work on the garden, started some years ago and a
small group have offered help at Beech Haven.

We have a Special Event on Wednesday 21 September at
7.30pm in the Town Hall. Guest speaker Tony Russell, writer
and broadcaster. Tickets (£5) now available at Jaffé & Neale
Bookshop or the secretary. Visit cnha.uk or call the secretary
Eileen Forse 643275 for further information.

History Society pursue pleasure
Our speaker, Martin Greenwood, was unable to attend this
month and so we exchanged the work of a country carrier
for the pursuit of pleasure. Dr Simon Wenham kindly agreed
to lead us through the delights of Victorian and Edwardian
leisure activities from boating to cricket; the emancipation of
women by bicycle; the sprouting of parks and the
development of competitive sport. It was an enjoyable romp
through nineteenth century free time.

This was our last meeting of the season. The new
programme will be sent out before we recommence in
September. In the meantime enjoy the summer. Perhaps visit
Oxford Castle, or Banbury and Witney Museums.
Remember that our Museum on Top Side is open Monday to
Saturday from 2-4pm throughout the summer. Do visit and
bring along any visitors. Our best wishes for a lovely time.

Liz Whitaker

Ramblers remember the Mitfords
A group of 18 Ramblers met on a dry May Day at the
church at Barford St Michael. This church is known mostly
for its fine Norman ‘beakhead’ porch so, after admiring that,
the group set off along the lanes and fields which led to
Snakehill Lane. There we turned left to approach sheep and
lamb-filled fields which led to the disused mill at Barford St
John. We walked along the lane, through the farmyard and
across the road at Barford St John. At the beginning of the

footpath leading to Barford St Michael, close to the river
Swere we looked across the fields towards Rignell Hall. It
was here that Pamela Mitford, then married to the farmer
Derek Jackson, looked after her sister Diana Mosley’s small
children while Oswald and Diana were in prison as Nazi
sympathisers during WWII. After their release, the
Moseleys stayed at Rignell Hall until they left for Ireland.
(Older residents of the village remember seeing Oswald
striding across fields at the time). We walked across to
Barford St Michael, over the bridge, past the Mill House and
up the footpath back to the church where we dispersed. 

We walk on the first Sunday of each month. Our next
walk is on Sunday 5 June. We meet at 2pm in New Street
car park and then drive to the start of our walk. For
further details please call Heather Leonard  on 643691 or
email rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk, or alternatively you
can email jennyharrington@btinternet.com

Annie Radford

Growing Conservative Association
Membership locally has grown steadily since last year’s
successful General Election and we hold regular events
locally and throughout West Oxfordshire. In March we held
a very popular Curry Evening which was attended by many

Member of the ACCA Advising clients in Chipping Norton for 30 years

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park 
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

tel. 01608 642570  email. advice@astral-lbh.co.uk
www.astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups

VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping

Self Assessment & Personal Tax

iXBRL Reporting  
& Corporate Tax

Business Consultancy  
& Planning



the William Fowler Wood and tidied up the Parker Knoll site
ready for car parking for the Literary Festival.

We meet on Wednesday mornings. New members
welcome! Get fit and enjoy good company while caring for
the local environment. There are jobs for all ages and abilities,
there’s no joining fee and lifts may be available. Phone me on
643269 or email  jennyharrington@btinternet.com, for
details of our activities visit www.chippygreengym.org, . 

Jenny Harrington

Rotary Club of Chipping Norton 
Rotary happenings: Members had fun at a skittles evening
held at The Sun Inn, Hook Norton; some good (and not so
good) answers at our quiz night; and a most interesting talk
by Jenny Bywater about her great grandfather’s exploits in the
Zulu War.

Good Neighbour Scheme: goes from strength to strength
and we are delighted that several local organisations are
already involved. 
~  Volunteer car service: Door to door transport for medical
appointments. 01993 776277.
~  Methodist Church: efriending service: help with shopping,
gardening or a chat. 01608 644107
~  AGE UK: Highlands Day Centre. 643320.
~  Chippy shuttle bus: From 23 May around the town. 641833

Community organisations are warmly invited to partner under
The Good Neighbour Scheme. Your help, in any capacity, would
be much appreciated. Find us on Facebook and, of course, we
would be delighted to have you join us at our Rotary weekly
meeting at The Masons Arms, Swerford, 7.30pm. For further
information please contact Annie Roy-Barker, 644107.
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local party members and people interested in joining the
Party. If you would like to get involved please contact us on
01608 645637 or email guy@machinelink.co.uk

Guy Wall

WOWI’s exciting meeting
WOWI had a very
exciting meeting in
April. Restaurateur,
cookery writer and
novelist Prue Leith
came to talk to us
about her career. She
was extremely
amusing and had a
long queue to buy
her book and get it
signed. An audience
of 90 from our own
and other local WIs
was then served

with cups of tea or coffee and cakes made by WOWI
members. The Parish Rooms looked lovely decorated with
bunting and flowers! Then in May Vicky Hubbard showed us
how to make a hand-tied bouquet. On 20 June members will
bring objects to help a Social Anthropology student doing her
dissertation on family heirlooms, particularly jewellery.
Meetings are in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton at
7.30pm.

Two members recently attended a one day course with
the Institute of Advanced Motorists – all good fun!! Three
members attended a Resolution Debate evening which
explained the process of submitting a Resolution. You will find
us at the Town Festival on 12 June – come and have a chat!!

Hilary Dix 646228

UKIP Corner
The Referendum is upon us later this month. I would suggest
those who are undecided come into town on a Saturday
(11am to 3pm) and visit the Vote Leave/GO! street stall we
have been running since February. We have information from
many sources to answer your questions. Unfortunately the
Remain side has been conspicuous by their absence, so there
is no real balance of information and conversation at the ‘man
in the street’ level, maybe their arguments do not stack up,
but, with luck, the Town Hall Debate on 15 June will answer
the many questions their side has to answer. This Referendum
poses the question debated for over 40 years. Think carefully
about how you vote, weigh the arguments, ask the questions,
consider the answers, finally apply common sense and VOTE.
This is the democratic way, which I believe is in danger should
we remain within the failing European Union. For further
information emil me onn UKIP.ChippingNorton@gmail.com

Jim Stanley 

Green Gym stays near home
We have not ventured out of Chippy recently: our two main
sites have occupied most of our time. At the Fitzalan
plantation near Travis Perkins we weeded round the new
trees and continued to tackle the brambles which bedevil the
site. And at the community orchard we weeded round the
fruit trees and scythed the grass ready for Blossom Day (see
p8). In addition we worked in the churchyard at St Mary’s, at

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens

Bartholomew’s
Hair



23

It is very rewarding so if you’d like to know more, please
contact me by emailing Bloxhamsue@aol.com or alternatively
you can just come along to a Friday session for a chat.

Sue Powell

Cricketing memories
Do you have
any sporting
photographs
you would
like to share
with our
readers? The
Cricket Club
installing a
new artificial
pitch has
reminded me
of the Club’s first artificial wicket 30 years ago. Back in 1986
the honoured guests cutting the ribbon were former Test
Cricketer Tom Graveney and then Mayor Tom Stroud.
Pictured left to right: Robert Brain (Club Secretary), Tony Pick
(Treasurer), Tom Graveney, Tom Stroud, John Hunt (President),
John Esson and Peter Bradbury (Captain). 

Graham Beacham

Cribbage
6 June: First round draw for the Open Singles and Doubles
Cribbage Championships at 8pm in The Old Mill Café. You can
register with your local team captain or you can email
bcelford@gmail.com or else just turn up on the night.

Barry Elford
4 Shires Swimming Club 
April saw 33 swimmers compete for two days at City of
Milton Keynes. This successful event produced 78 PBs
(Personal Bests), 8 first time swims with 7 Golds, 8 Silvers and
19 Bronze Medals. Three of our swimmers, Eloise Upton, Fee
Darwent and Rebecca Hoadley, also competed at the
Gloucester Level 2 meet. Some very good swims produced a
collection of medals. Rebecca and Fee have both qualified for
the 15+ Regionals in three and four events respectively. Eloise
Upton & Ellie Lawrence competed at Luton Level 1 Meet.
Both swam well, Eloise had 2 PBs just missing out on Regional
times and Ellie had 3 PBs & 2 First time Long Course swims,
winning the 50 & 100 Back events and now has four Regional
times in the 14 & under age group. Adam Nash, one of our
new recruits swam at Rugby, knocking 13 seconds off his 200

Cricket Club
It is very early days of the season at the time of writing. The
weather has been quite mixed! Both 1st and 2nd XIs have won
one game and lost one. June home fixtures are as follows: 4th

~ 1st XI v Minster Lovell, 11th ~ 2nd XI v West Witney, 18th ~
1st XI v Faringdon, 25th ~ 2nd XI v Bampton, 26th~ 2nd XI in Cup.

Graham Beacham

Youth Teams After two false starts due
to rain, the Club Youth Programme got
off to an excellent start. With 60
youngsters, divided into four age groups
and ten coaches and helpers, the field
was awash with the colour and cricket
bats – traditional for the older group and
plastic for the youngsters. Training starts
at 5.45pm for the 13/15 yr squad and
6pm for ages below. We are still
recruiting for all Youth teams except the
U7s and U9s.

Many matches have been cancelled
or postponed due to other teams not
being able to field a team or awful
weather. The only completed match was
an U13s game against Great & Little Tew.
Chipping Norton opened the batting
making 51 for 9 whilst Tew quickly made

52 for 1. The man of the match was newcomer George
Compton-Alway with 13 runs and one wicket. Well done to
all the youngsters in their first game.

We badly need more volunteer parents to join the rota
on Friday nights to help the coaches with the younger players.

SPORTS NEWS

Chadlington Blues Need You! 
Are you a keen footballer? Would you like
to join the 2014/15 season Witney Red

League winning team? 
Well, look no further!

Chadlington Blues U13 squad are looking for enthusiastic
footballers to expand our team. We welcome boys and girls,
aged 12/13 (current school Year 8) for training on Thursday

evenings, with matches on Sundays. We have a new
coaching team, who are keen to help you improve your
football skills, but, above all, to enjoy playing as a team.
For further details, please contact Kathleen Beggin,

07976 918041 or athleenbeggin@gmail.com
We look forward to meeting you!! 

Newcomer Frank
Foakes won the
Junior Bat draw
competition

K J Millard Ltd

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!

All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.

Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Butterfly PB, gaining an automatic Regional time along with 3
others in the 14 and under age group. 

We held the internal Club Spring Championships when over 70
swimmers competed and produced 245 PBs with 88 first time swims. It
was a fun event enjoyed by all.  We now have a Club Skills/Fun night with
the chance to practise different training techniques, start awards, more
personal strike, turn correction, etc as well as add some fun to swimming
training. Visit www.4SSC.co.uk for information about the Club.

Louise Berry

Football
CN Town Swifts The
end of the season is
almost here with an
eagerly anticipated
awards day on 11 June.

The U7’s will arrive
on a high after a big home
win against Stonesfield
was backed up by winning
their final Trophy Event
group overall – a fabulous

achievement for such a young team in their very first season.
Our U8's were unbeaten in the last month, with some high
scoring victories to finish on a high note. They have a couple
of summer tournaments before preparation starts for next
season. The U11s were hugely unfortunate not to get to the
final after their tussle with the leagues’ top eight – two wins,
two draws and two losses gained them a 4th place overall. The
highlights were very impressive 5-1 and 6-1 wins. The U12s
are preparing to jump up to 11v11 football. They’ve gained
some promising footballers and the team looks strong with an

eye-catching 5-1 victory in their inaugural full size game. After
a tough finish, the U15’s secured the runners-up spot in the
‘A’ League – impressive considering they were only promoted
this season.

CNTSFC always welcome new players at all ages. Visit
www.chippyswifts.co.uk, for team contacts, training times,
fixture details, and match reports.

Chad Whites
U14s enjoyed three
glorious days in
Bournemouth on
their annual football
tour. Pictured right
presenting Awards
to the team is ex-
England U21 and
Senior Squad Caretaker Manager, Stuart Pierce. The team is
looking for one or two players for next season. If you are 14
as at 31 July 2016, please email seymourmincer@ic24.net to
book a training session with the squad.

Sport in Brief
Town Football With one game to go the 1st XI are fifth in
their league. The Reserves finished ninth, avoiding relegation
and sending Kingham All Blacks down.

Rugby Club I was very sad to learn of the scandal involving
the 1st XV (Report p5) and that they have been relegated from
their league. However I am sure all the good people involved
in the Club will start the recovery of the 1st XV, hopefully with
the return of their reputation and league place.

3P
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finishing with a 50m mixed shuttle relay; the highlight of the
Festival. The event was run by 35  Year 7 Sports Leaders who
have been trained by Mrs Phillips and supported by Mr
Thomas and Miss Pinfold. 

The results were: Big Schools Winners: Year 6 ~ St Marys
A, Year 5 ~ Charlbury, Year 4 ~ Holy Trinity A. Overall Winner
~St Marys A. Small School Winners: Year 6 ~ Great Tew A, Year
5 ~ Great Tew A, Year 4 ~ Enstone A. Overall Winner ~ Great
Tew A. The champions will go on to represent CNPS in The
West Oxfordshire Athletics Finals.

Sports News: The U14 rugby team competed in the final of

the South West State School tournament against Richard
Lander School from Truro in Cornwall. It was an extremely
tough match. The final score was 55 points (Richard Lander)
to 14 (CNS). The boys can be very proud of their efforts and
quality of their play this year winning the District, County and
Three Counties competitions. 

The Year 9 boys enjoyed success in the first cricket match
of the season defending the County Cup which the School
won last year. The team played away at Bloxham School and
won with a score of 127-4 off 20 overs. Bloxham School’s final
score was 116 all out. 

Our Year 7 girls have
performed brilliantly at
two County tournaments.
The hockey team was
pleased to achieve second
position in their
championships. The team
has had a wonderful
season winning all  their
matches, scoring a total of
74 goals and only
conceding 2 goals. In
athletics, six Year 7 girls
managed to come home
with a silver medal each
from the Indoor County Championships. They are currently
West Oxfordshire Champions and ranked 2nd out of 36
schools in Oxfordshire.

Callum Smart competed as part of Team GB at an
international swimming competition in Italy at the beginning
of May. He had a brilliant competition and came home with a
gold medal in the 200m breaststroke, two bronze medals in
4x100m medley and 100m breaststroke and came 4th in the
50m breaststroke. 

Chipping Norton School
Extra Time LAMDA Club: We are delighted to announce

that our Year 7, 8 and 9 students who sat their exam in March,
achieved 25 Distinctions and 2 Merits. The group is taught by
Pippa Phillips who is well known locally as Youth Musical
Theatre Director at The Theatre. 

ChipLitFest: Year 9 students were delighted to have Bali Rai
come to school to talk to them about how growing up in the
multicultural, multi-racial community of Leicester in the 1970s
and ’80s provided inspiration for his award-winning teenage
novels. Bali’s talk was both thought-provoking and entertaining
and the students enjoyed the experience very much.

Latest Partner-
ship Schools
News: More than
220 Year 4 pupils
came along to
take part in the
Modern Foreign
Language Festival
run by our Year
11, 12 and 13
Language Leaders,

supported by the MFL Department and Team Leaders from
Chipping Norton School. The Year 4 pupils were taught new
words from Spanish, French, Italian and German by the
Language Leaders in a series of individual workshops. The
workshops are based on word games/activities such as the
‘splat game’ which is very popular and involves children
identifying words on the white board by ‘splatting’ them with
a ruler. They also had the opportunity to try a range of
cheeses; this proved a big hit with the children and it was
lovely to help them to experience something new.

Sixteen teams of enthusiastic pupils took part in the annual
Athletics Festival. There was a variety of track/field events
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St Mary’s Primary 
The Queen’s 90th

Birthday celeb-
rations We talked
about The Queen and
sang Happy Birthday in
a Key Stage 2 assembly,
and Foundation Stage
children posted their
birthday card to her.
Key Stage 1 children
viewed slide shows of
The Queen at different
points in her life.

Author in school Year 5 and 6 children had a treat when
author Candy Gourlay attended the school to talk about the
development and writing of stories including her own two

novels, Tall Story and Shine. The talk was both informative and
inspiring and left the children eager to buy her signed books.
‘I would like her to come back’  said Jessica. Vivek added ‘ she
taught us step by step how to write a story, this helped us a
lot.’ ‘Candy told us about life in the Philippines with
earthquakes and floods before she moved to England.’
Rebecca reported. The School is grateful to Emily Weaver and
the ChipLitFest committee for making this experience
possible.

Vet Visit As part of our learning about animals we were so
excited to be visited by local vet, Becca, from Chipping
Norton Vets. She showed us x-rays of different animals and
told us about her job. She showed us her stethoscope and
other equipment, which we passed around. We thought of

questions for her, including Harvey’s question, which was, ‘
‘Have you ever been bitten by a rabbit?’ The answer was yes!
We really enjoyed her talk and would like to thank her for
giving up her time and giving us lots of resources to use in our
vet role play area.

Year 3/4 trip to Chedworth A very excited party arrived

at Chedworth Roman Villa. The children took part in various
activities. They had to sort items into different groups and got
to look at items that the Romans used every day. Another
fantastic activity was to dress up as slaves and make medicine
bags. 

Athletics A
selection of
talented athletes
competed against
roughly 200
children from the
Partnership. We
took 36 children
split into three
groups: A, B, and C!
Everybody tried
their hardest and
out of all their
races the A team
won 1st place. The Year 6 A team managed to win their
category, and are going through to another round in
Carterton on 16 June! By Lily and Tori.

Singing Club has a very exciting project – a professionally
recorded CD of them singing favourite songs. The school hall
is being turned into a recording studio for a day with a photo
shoot for the front cover. We are all very excited! On hearing
the news the comments were a massive ‘yes’ and lots of
screams! Our recording day is the 16 June and the CD will be
out two weeks later.

Foundation To enrich our learning about Pets we were
visited by Meg, the Collie and her owner Jo who told us how
she looks after Meg and showed us the chew sticks which
keep her teeth clean. We learned that Meg’s father works in
the army, sniffing out explosives and Meg’s mother works on
a farm. ‘Meg’s Dad is amazing’  Sienna aged 5 said. ‘Meg is fluffy.
Everybody took her for a walk outside!’  added Isabel aged 5.

Friends’ Fete Fairy tales and nursery rhymes are visiting our
Annual Fete this year on Saturday 18 June 12pm-3pm. So
come dressed up and enjoy the family fun, games and
wonderful stalls. Buy a bean stalk from the plant stall or a
delicious homemade cake. So come along and join in!!

T 01608 645 608 E physio@chippingnortonphysio.com

www.chippingnortonphysio.com

Physiotherapy clinic & pilates studio
A helping hand to get you back to health

Physiotherapy | Sports Massage | Pilates Classes
Visit the website for more information 

or call to speak to a member of the team



27

launched on Wednesday. It was really exciting to see our
stories in print.

Our School
Dog Brenda is a
breeding dog for
‘Dogs for Good’.
She recently had
seven black
Labrador pup-
pies, which have
now all gone to
their socialisers
for Assistance
Dog training in a
year’s time. Brenda has had training to visit schools and is
working with several children in our school and will be visiting
all the classes during the summer term. 

Visit to London Year 5 and 6 visited London on 18 May. The
children enjoyed a visit to the ‘Wondercrump World of Roald
Dahl’ exhibition as well as a matinee performance of ‘The
Lion King’ at the Lyceum Theatre. What a fabulous day! 

Year 3 and 4
Tennis Some of
our Year 3 and 4
pupils entered the
WOSSP Tennis
Tournament at
Carterton Cricket
Club. ‘Each of us
played six different
people. We made it

to the semi-finals but they were really hard! We came third
out of nine.’  By Zoe. 

Year 6 I.M.P.S Harriet and Jay report: On 18 April, Year 6 went
to the Horton Hospital in Banbury for their I.M.P.S (Injury
Minimisation Programme for Schools) trip. We got to see lots
of different medical equipment and spent time in the A&E
department. We also learnt how to carry out CPR, put
somebody in the recovery position and how to use an AED
machine. We had lots of fun and at the end we got to have our
fingers wrapped in plaster cast!’ 

SCHOOL NEWS

Holy Trinity Primary 
It is with great sadness that we write about the passing of our
wonderful secretary, Helen Hovard. Helen had worked at
Holy Trinity School for the past 15 years and the amount of
condolences we have received is testament to her amazing
character. Helen was truly one of the best people we have
ever known, always putting other people first and enjoying life
to the full. She will be greatly missed by us all. 

Author Visit The children in Years 1 & 2 were treated to a
wonderful storytelling session led by visiting author, Tamsyn
Murray. She involved the children in helping her to dramatise
a story about her pets. The session was very insightful and has
inspired the children to write their own stories based on
‘stunt bunny’ – one of the characters in her book.

Visit to Warwick Castle Despite the rainy weather, Year
One had a fantastic
day at Warwick
Castle. While they
were there, the
children watched an
archery display, the
trebuchet being
launched, scoured the
towers and ramparts
of the castle and took

part in a Meet the Monarchy tour, where they discovered
about Kings of the past. We also sat under a tree to have a
soggy picnic. After lunch we got lost in the Horrible Histories
Maze and managed a quick play in the playground. However,

the bright spirit and impeccable behaviour of all of the
children made Mrs Butler-McLees and the school proud. Well
done Year One!

Sculpture Day Years 4 and 5 worked on individual flowers
to contribute to our sculptures at Kingham Sculpture
Exhibition: ‘Flowers for Her Majesty’. They researched the
structure and form of flowers, sketched plans and developed
the skill of creating their design from the wire material. ‘We
made wire flowers, it was tricky at times but it was worth it
because the finished products were fantastic.’ by Tallulah. Many
thanks to Gill & Co for sponsoring our sculpture.

Book Launch Caspar reports: On Wednesday, Year 5 went
to the Crown & Cushion Hotel for the launch of the book
‘School Shorts 2’. Jo Cotterill and John Dougherty came to
the School a few months ago and worked with us on the
theme of the witches in Macbeth, by William Shakespeare,
which inspired us to write our own stories about Fate.
Our stories were published in the book which was

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM

2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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Middle Barton Primary 
On 13 May the whole school took part in a ‘Global Learning’
Day. Our school is
part of The Global
Learning Project
(GLP) and we love
to enrich our
curriculum with
opportunities to
learn about the
wider world. Our
Global Learning
Day involved a
huge range of
activities across
the School. Each class chose a different continent to explore:
Acorns focused on North America; Chestnuts chose Europe;,
Sycamores had fun finding out about Africa; Willows
investigated Asia and Oaks focused on Oceania. Chestnuts
class created some art work linked to famous landmarks
across Europe. Several classes tried some food-tasting
(mangoes, papaya, pizza, ice-cream, to name but a few of the
delicious foods on offer!) and there were sport, dance and
music taster sessions too. In addition to a whole host of
activities, all the children (and staff) were invited to dress up
in clothes linked to their continent, whether that be by colour
or outfit! It was an event enjoyed by all members of the
Middle Barton School community and it was also a great way
for our children to learn about the culture of other countries.
Thank you to Mrs Smith and all the other teachers for
organising such a great event!

Chadlington Primary 
Chicks in School
We all had a
wonderful time
watching six eggs
hatch out in our
school foyer
during SATS week.
The children have
even named the
chicks: the first
one was called
Stuart! The
children will
hopefully be able
to visit the chicks
when they take up
residence in Dean.

Chadlington School on BBC1 We were thrilled to be
asked to appear on BBC1 Oxford recently where we were
filmed planting our seeds from Tim Peake and also the seeds
that recently went up into space on our very own space
balloon. We are also looking forward to seeing what seeds do
that haven't travelled miles into the sky! Some of us even got
to talk on camera...

School Trips It is a busy time for trips as the Dragons and
Wizards are visiting Stonehenge, Avebury and the Rollright
Stones as part of this term’s whole school topic of 'We are
Explorers'. The Wizards are also very excited to be going on

the school's annual PGL trip to Wales straight after the SATS
tests.

Chadlington Beer Festival We are once again busy gearing
up for the Beer Festival, the school's main fundraiser run by
the Friends of Chadlington School on Saturday June 4 from 12
noon. 

Acorns Primary 
St George and The Science Garden The famous saying
‘Many hands make light work’ was proven in Long Compton
on St George’s Day as Acorns staff, parents and pupils
managed to spring clean and clear out our Science Garden.
While some adults cleared the outbuildings, other grown-ups
and children painted sheds, benches and tables. A super army
of children and parents weeded the beds, planted flowers and
lavender, and made a herb garden. The PTA were in the
kitchen cooking delicious full English breakfasts for the busy
workers.

Towers, tunnels & turrets Class 1 have been on an exciting
trip to Warwick
Castle. They
found their way
around the
Horrible His-
tory Maze and
learnt lots of
facts about
history.

Throughout
the day, children

battled through the rain and hail to watch the accurate archer, the
trebuchet fireball spectacular and the menacing birds of prey in
action. The visit was finished off with a tour around the inside of
the castle.

Blood Heart Class 3 have started their ‘Blood Heart’ topic,
including heart dissection, making blood samples, taking pulse
rates, comparing fitness levels and debating the ethics of
xenotransplantation (transplanting the organs of an animal
into a human). The inspiration for the children’s studies has
been the award winning novel Pig Heart Boy by Malorie
Blackman.

‘Teen’ Ballet 11-18 years
All abilities welcome

No dance experience necessary
Thursday 5-6pm

Glyme Hall, Chipping Norton
Classical Ballet will give you:

Beautiful Posture    Poise     Muscle Tone,
Flexibility   Coordination

Improve your schoolwork, de-stress
Bring your friends, get fit together

Stand tall!
For information 

phone: 01608 645256 / 07930 191296 
or email Alimaxwell6@yahoo.co.uk
Alison Maxwell BA(Hons) ARAD  
Royal Academy of Dance CBTS
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Kingham Primary 
Kingham Hill Choir Competition Our junior choir was

first on stage which
was daunting in front
of all the other
choirs but they sang
with great focus,
enthusiasm and
tone. They
performed a
rendition of Defying
Gravity from the
musical Wicked a
version of Thinking
out Loud by Ed
Sheeran/I’m Not the

Only One by Sam Smith and were presented the prize of best
unison performance! Well done to everyone who took part,
you were great representatives of our school and showed
how far the choir has developed since its inception nearly a
year and a half ago.

Poetry finalists We are so proud of our two Y6s who were
chosen out of 300 entries to be in the final of the Poetry
Competition as part of Chipping Norton Festival. The theme
was ‘Home’ and Ava and Emily took second and third prize
respectively.

Young Art Oxford Our eight artists received their
certificates for their artwork ‘What Makes Me Laugh’
accepted and exhibited in the Young Art Oxford exhibition at
the Ashmolean Museum. 

Kingham Hill School
Our annual Junior Schools Choir Competition was a roaring
success, with eight schools and over 200 children competing.

A wonderful array of pieces were sung, demonstrating the
skill, teamwork and musical prowess of the children. The
judges had a tough job deciding on the winners, but eventually
deemed Kingham Primary School the ‘Best Unison
Performers’, Windrush Valley School ‘Most Technically
Proficient’ and The King’s School, Witney, were winners of the
‘Best A Cappella’ performance; they were also judged to be
the overall winners, and were given this year’s competition
trophy.

Lots of parents had the chance to enjoy the beautiful
music and sunny weather here on ‘The Hill’, and the day
ended with ice-creams all round. Congratulations to all the
children who took part, it was lovely to welcome you all.

Open Day
& Country Fair 

Saturday 18 June from 9.30am

ALL WELCOME
for further details visit www.sibfordschool.co.uk 

or call 01295 781203

DAY & BOARDING  
BOYS and GIRLS  
AGES 3-18

near Banbury, Oxfordshire   OX15 5QL

Sibford School 
Sibford School Open Day & Country Fair: The School is
expanding its annual Open Day for 2016 to include a
traditional Country Fair. Attractions at the event, which takes
place on Saturday 18 June, will include a variety of craft and
trade stalls, refreshments, a climbing wall and a bungee run.
This will be the last Open Day for Sibford Head, Michael
Goodwin, who will be retiring in July after being at the School
for 12 years. ‘ Open Day is always a fantastic family occasion,’
said Michael. ‘However, this year, thanks to our parent
committee, it promises to be an even bigger event. I am also
delighted that my successor, Toby Spence, and his family will
be joining us for the day.’  Sibford Open Day and Country Fair
is open to parents of prospective pupils together with parents
of current pupils, friends of the School, former staff, old
scholars and the community at large. Events start at 9.30am
and will run through until 2pm.

The Rain or Shine
Theatre Company
returns to Sibford
School on Wednesday
22 June with its open air
production of A
Midsummer Night’s
Dream. Tickets cost £13
(adults), £11
(concessions) and £6
(children). To book call
the Credit Card Hotline on 03306 600541. Pictured are Rob
Keeves as Puck and Anthony Young as Oberon. 
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Government reacts to waste disposal in the environment, it
beggars belief that OCC would have closed down what is an
environmental amenity before establishing a new one without
Lord Chadlington's intervention 'to get it moving'.

Glyn Watkins

Selfish parking on Topside
Your leader in the April issue quite rightly raises the potential
problem of vehicular gridlock in the Town following the
completion of the new housing developments. In turn, for
physically disabled people this further raises the already acute
problem of parking on Topside – the only level parking in what
is a logistically challenging town for people whose every step
can be fraught with actual pain. A simple visit to the chemist
can for these people be a traumatic experience. There is much
that could be said about this. Many examples of self-centred
actions by the fit and able can be quoted. Eg: earlier today at
late morning (25 April) we witnessed a young, active woman
park outside Caffè Nero on the single yellow line. She crossed
the main road by the crossing, placed a letter in the post box
and then proceeded to do her shopping at Sainsbury's!

Name and address supplied

Iconic Baptist Church…but 
Now that the Baptist Church fencing has been removed I can
only congratulate the builders in creating a new addition to
Chippy’s ‘iconic buildings’. However, talking to the builders, I
learnt that the amazing building is to be fronted by the ugly
metal retaining barrier. This barrier must be a late 20th

Century addition and can only be described as totally out of
keeping with the beauty of the renovated frontage, little more
than scaffold poles. Please could someone who has leverage

Dean Pit – behind the story

I read with interest
the interview with
Lord Chadlington
and his account of
his involvement in
the closure of
Dean Pit. His 'In a
manner of speak-
ing' and 'that is why
I joined the
objectors to get it
moving' are an
understatement to
say the least. How
modest. On the
contrary Lord
Chadlington, President of Witney Conservative Association
and the Prime Minister David Cameron's mentor was the
driving force for its closure. As a Town Councillor at the time,
in 2009, councillors personally received a letter from Lord
Chadlington written on House of Lords notepaper (what
else?) enlisting our support for the closure. Not satisfied with
that, he graciously sent one of his minions to address the
Council to clarify his intentions. Again not merely relying on
local support Lord Chadlington, who's made a successful
career in Public Relations, commissioned a company called
Pegasus Planning Group, produced a detailed report clearly
addressed to [him] Lord Chadlington justifying closure of
Dean Pit. Part of the Pegasus report, copies of which he sent
to councillors, includes the words ‘Following the detailed
objection we prepared on your behalf ’ (Lord Chadlington's).
Also a Taston resident (in support of closure) submitted a
letter to the Council saying she had ‘been closely associated
with Lord Chadlington's working group on Dean Pit' – clearly
more support for the closure than he claimed credit for.

At Council we were told of the decision. Lord
Chadlington himself apparently appeared at the Conservative
led Oxfordshire County Council Planning Committee. The
Committee, having been presented with a member of the
House of Lords, a neighbour and mentor of the Prime
Minister, and a detailed report recommending closure, it is
difficult to imagine a different outcome. They responded as
expected in favour of closure and the Pit was no more. To
claim 'would have had no objections if access had been better'
was misleading. The report was clear: the site had been open
far too long, a reclamation centre was needed but not here,
anywhere but here; move it outside the AONB (from Dean).
Conveniently, Enstone was suggested as an alternative as it is
not part of an AONB (neither is Greystones). For some
reason the impact it would have on Enstone village and
residents was irrelevant. Given how seriously the

Locals protest at the closure of Dean Pit
back in 2011

Family Business Established 1960

Mitsubishi range of vehicles, a choice of
eco cars & 4x4’s for all motoring needs

Sales New & Used 4x4s and cars
Servicing all makes, MOT’s
Competitive rates
Parts & accessories, body repairs
Attended forecourt

www.firs-garage.com
Tel. 01608 737349 / 737641

Firs Garage, Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
We look forward to seeing you – the kettle is on!

Volunteer Required
Volunteer position as Fundraising and Marketing
Administrator  at The Theatre Chipping Norton

Must be computer literate, organised and have a good level
of English. Help to play a part in this beautiful theatre that

is so valued by our local community.
Please contact Jo on 01608 649104 or email on
fundrasing@chippingnortontheatre.com



try to influence the Church, Council or any other body to
influence the owners of the Baptist Church to spend just a
little more money to enable proper railings to be installed. To
me the railings should match those on the imposing
properties opposite the Church. There is no doubt that this
action would enhance the Church, New Street and Chippy.

Pete Godfrey

Election thanks
This month sees the EU Referendum, which has
overshadowed politics recently. However, we had a number of
elections last month. On behalf of Neil Cartwright and myself
I would like to thank the voters of Chipping Norton for their
support in the elections. While we did not win our contests,
we shall of course be holding the winners feet to the flames
to ensure they carry out their duties, and back up their
promises with action! Those who lose an election contest still
have an important function, that is as an unofficial opposition,
and to ensure our supporters’ problems are not ignored. So
we congratulate Nova and Geoff, and wish them success
during their tenure, but we are watching. The count this year
proved to be a nailbiting occasion, with an initial tie in the
Town Election, and our collective thanks and congratulations
must go to Mr Butler, the Returning Officer and his team who,
yet again, ran the whole election with great efficiency, even at
3am, with the prospect of only a few hours sleep before
catching a coach to Abingdon to take part in the Police
Commissioners Count. It is to their immense credit, that,
despite their duties later that day, they ensured that every
result was agreed, every ‘I’ dotted and ‘T’ crossed before the
results were offered to the candidates waiting for their result
– a commendable performance.

Jim Stanley – UKIP candidate (full results on P3)
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Aldi gets the vote
What swings it for me is the
number of Co-op staff I see
shopping in Aldi! (News last month
page 5 – Store price wars)

Dave Riley

But is there a catch?
Before people get too excited
about saving 11p on four pints of
milk, they might like to consider

that the relentless pricecutting is bankrupting the UK dairy
industry. Likewise, when they are buying their cheap meat,
cheese, electrical products etc etc, they may like to pause and
think how Chippy town centre will look when it consists of
nothing but coffee shops and charity shops. We have some
brilliant shops in the Town, who give great service as well as
great products – surely that's worth more than 11p? 

G P White

Snow in May in Chippy
I am Chippy 'born & bred' with a strong attachment to the
Town even though I now live in Dorset. When my
Grandparents, Bill & Lillian Keen, got married just after 1900,
in St Mary's Church in Chippy, it was in May, and I have been
told many times that the horses & carriage couldn't get up
Church Street after the wedding because the snow was too
deep and slippery! It might be interesting to compare the
weather this May with that time. I'm trying to find out the
exact date that they got married, so any help with that from
old church or weather records would be appreciated.

The Keens lived in 15 London Road by the upper link  to
Rock Hill (now Summerton Place?) near the Waggon &
Horses pub. Prior to that when my dad Norman was born in
1912 they lived at 6 Conygree Terrace. Bill used to sell farm
machinery to farms all around the area. Another memory is
that the little link road 'Banbury Road Crossing' used to be
called 'Treacle Lane', a much more interesting name!

Peter Keen
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An exciting new youth club for
Chipping Norton, called Remix, starts
on 24 June at Glyme Hall catering for
kids in school years 7 to 11. Run by St
Mary's Church, Remix will be a place
where young people can come and
hang out with friends, relax, enjoy a
fully loaded café, play sports, and other
fun games, or
even paint
their nails!

Remix will run during term time on
Fridays at 3.15−4.45pm. There will be
lots of fun, banter, laughter,
conversations, food and drinks, so
plenty to enjoy! The News team met
Jonny Lowe who has been
instrumental in setting up Remix. He
is the new youth worker from St
Mary’s Church with its own
burgeoning youth scene. He and St
Mary's have teamed up with Glyme Hall to start this new
venture, to provide a safe and enjoyable place for young
people to chill out. 

Glyme Hall provides a top class venue right beside the
secondary school. With a great team of volunteers from St
Mary’s Church and the community, they aim to provide the
best youth club around. The News asked Jonny about Remix's

target crowd. He told us, ‘Remix is for everyone! We really
want to welcome anyone in years 7−11 to come and enjoy
mixing with their mates, hang out and build a community vibe
together. Hopefully there will be something for everyone to
enjoy.’ He explained, ‘I arrived in Chippy about six months ago
and I’m excited to get to know many young people in the
Town and have a great time at Remix. When I was younger the
highlight of my week was a youth club where we played sport

and hung out with friends. I want to
create that same experience in
Chippy. Remix will be even better
with things like ‘create your own
milkshake’, something I’ll definitely be
enjoying! There will be lots of toast,
brownies and top class sports or just
a chance to relax in a friendly,
comfortable environment.’

The Club kicks off on 24 June,
runs until 22 July then breaks for the
summer but will be back, bigger and
better on 9 September. A major

attraction is that it’s completely free! Jonny really wants to
make sure every single young person is welcome. There will be
free food & drinks but some special luxuries require a little
cash, but Jonny promises ‘create your own milkshakes will be
worth every penny!’ Jonny and the team would love to see you
there so make sure you remember 24 June at 3.15pm is the big
launch. Bring your friends for a great start to the weekend!

LOCAL NEWS

DIARY

New Youth Club kicks off
Glyme Hall, built from a public fund to provide facilities for young people and the community, sees a free new

Youth Club start this month

16th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall Sarah jarman
- Jewellery Making Workshop

18th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 
Henry Cornish Summer Fete 1-4pm see p12
Gt Rollright Summer Fete  2-5pm see p14
Lido Solstice Late Swim 7-11pm see p12

20th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rms – see p22
CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall - see
p19

24th Remix Youth Club  first session 3.15 Glyme Hall - see

article above
25th In the Gold of the Day: Wychwood Chorale

Summer Concert  7.30 in Leafield see p16
26th Chipping Norton Choral Society Summer

Concert  7.30 in Churchill see p16

30th Oxford School of Drama Twelfth Night at Ditchley

see p6 

July (News out on Monday 27 June)

1st Oxford School of Drama Twelfth Night at Sarsden

Glebe see p6 
3rd Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p21
5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p19

6th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Liz Atkins - Plodding the

Wales Coast Path with two Old Fools & a Dog 

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see p20

June (News out on Tuesday 31 May)

1st U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Martin Holmes -

Edward Heath:  A Reputation Revised?  

N Oxon Organic Gardeners visit to Oxford see p21

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see p20

4th Chadlington Beer Festival noon-11pm see p28

Rumble in the Cotswolds Town Hall see p4

5th Churchill Vintage & Classic Car Show noon-

5pm see p4

Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p21

7th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p19

8th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for The Bible

Society

CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall see p19

9th Carers’ Drop In 10.30am-noon Lower Town Hall -

see p8

Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town - see p20

10th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

11th Brooklyn in Churchill - 7.30 details p10

12th Town Festival see p3 

Chippy Tidy Up meet 10am Town Hall steps  see p14

13th Folk Club 8pm at the Blue Boar - see p20

15th Glyme Valley Walk with Craig Blackwell see p7

EU Hustings 7pm town Hall see p4

Jonny Lowe, St Mary’s
Church Youth Worker


