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Sunny weather ... & time to spruce up the Town
Big Chippy Clean Up

After a winter break,
an energetic team of
16 volunteers turned
out  in April to
respond to a call from
Experience Chipping
Norton to re-start
the a monthly ‘Chippy
Clean up’. Young and
old were armed with
hi-vis jackets, pickers,
tools and bags. The
patrol went out
picking up litter,
tidying and weeding
unkempt borders in
the Town Centre. Many thanks to them, and to
The Chequers and The Tea Set for welcome
refreshments. The next one – on the second
Sunday of the month is on 8 May – why not come
and help at 10am at the Town Hall steps.

Spring Clean

News in this issue: 
Best and worst GP surgeries ~ Town ££ available for
Sports Clubs ~ Chippy Store Wars price ~ Electric
Bikes for hire at Co-op ~ Summer at The Lido

Features:
Extraordinary Falklands reunion ~ Spotlight on

Lord Chadlington ~ Exploring the U3A ~ Breakfasts
around Town 

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools
and Letters

Election Time
5th May Elections see
centre spread with District,
Town and Police candidate
details

EU Referendum Are
you  In or Out – tell the
News why – see page 6

…and Chipping Norton’s busier High Street is ready with new Chippy themed gifts,
a Town Tour App, and possible Popup Shops, More inside.

Other smart moves ...
Other moves to help
‘spruce up Chippy’
include the local
Cubs cleaning road
signs, regular ‘litter
Samaritans’ out and
about (see Letters
last month), attacks
on graffiti, recently
re-painted railings
and the Town
Council’s smart new
Notice Boards here
soon. ECN’s Shaun
Fagan would also like
better ‘entrance

signs’ on the Town’s roads (like Woodstock?).
Or how about our own Chippy-in-Bloom?
Everyone can help – as there won’t be much
from the cash-strapped District and County.
More ideas and action are welcome ....
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Joining the Falklands Task Force
Thirty four years ago I was, like many other British

servicemen, surprised to find myself in a British Military Task

Force sent to the

South Atlantic to

reclaim the Falkland

Islands. Like many I

checked the Atlas and

was staggered how far

these Islands were

from the UK. My role

was to lead the

helicopter engineering

team on an

ammunition and

stores ship called RFA

Fort Grange, a large

25,000 ton ship

equipped to operate

up to four Sea King

helicopters (as big as

London buses) and to

supply ammunition and spare parts to Royal Navy ships. My

ship was, oddly, completely un-armed. We arrived in the South

Atlantic in late May 1982, slight latecomers to the operation

with Fort Grange, her crew and the team from 824 Naval Air

Squadron, C Flight, somewhat ill-prepared, and learning fast,

for the adventure to follow. 

Enemy aircraft ‘strike’ threat
On the morning of 31 May, the ship was some 400 miles north

of South Georgia – or the middle of nowhere and entirely

unescorted. As I took my morning walk on the helipad, I could

hear the noise of an aircraft in the area, but it was not visible

as clouds were low. The Captain brought the ship to ‘air raid

warning red’ suggesting an attack was imminent. But nothing

happened. After 30 minutes the ship grew ‘bored’ and the air

raid warning was cancelled. But stepping out again on the

flight deck I saw a camouflaged C130 Hercules aircraft flying

low, at 1000 yards, directly towards the ship’s stern. But the

aircraft climbed, turned tightly away crossing our wake and

disappeared off North West. It was quite clear from its blue

and white roundels that the aircraft was Argentine, and a

yellow fin stripe, I learned later, indicated the aircraft was on

a ‘strike’ mission! For days we wondered how the Hercules

had found us and what it might have done to a totally

unarmed 25,000 ton ammunition ship! We moved on to

delivering an important cargo to the Task Force ships.

Argentina 2016 – emotional meeting
Five years ago, Argentine aircraft journalist Santiago Rivas

contacted me via the Internet. He had heard that the

Argentine Air Force had launched a C130 Hercules adapted

as a bomber but these old missions were still a state secret.

He had spotted my internet photos and comments referring

to this Hercules ‘attack’ so he now had some evidence. I was

curious to find out more. This February, my wife and I flew to

Argentina to meet hi and, amazingly, the captain of the

Hercules and his navigator. The quest had reached the

attention of the Argentine Air Force, leading to a formal

invitation to visit the mission Air Base, meet the crew and see

the actual aircraft spotted 34 years earlier. 

Their welcome was warm and sincere. We were treated

as visiting VIPs and spent nearly the whole day as guests of the

base commander. While the Falklands ‘issue’ remains within

the Argentine psyche, our hosts were generous and open,

explaining how the Hercules bomber was adapted and,

indeed, how

they had found

us but were

not positioned

well enough to

strike. They

were amazed

that any

country would

send such a

significant ship

into a war

zone with

literally no

p ro t e c t i o n ,

and it became

clear that the

twelve 250kg bombs on the Hercules would have ended my

day back on 31 May 1982.

Hopes for the future
I was but one small part of the Falkland’s operation involving

25,000 from the UK. My own involvement was routine by the

standards of many who experienced the full horror of warfare

and so my perspective on Argentina may now have changed a

little. Today I have those I might now call friends living 7500

miles away, but I am also well aware of the desires of 3000

‘Brits’ who live on the Islands to remain British. My hope is

that by actually meeting those who, 34 years before, could

have killed me and 250 others, if they had chosen to release

the bombs, the probability of conflict may be reduced by a tiny

amount. 

A Falklands War Story ... What If?
Chippy resident John Osmond told the News this remarkable story of his ‘near miss’ in the

Falkands War and an extraordinary meeting this year in Argentina

Above: John Osmond (left) on the Flight
Deck of Fort Grange in June 1982

Right: John in Argentina, Feb 2016, with
Alberto Vianna and Robert Cerruti – pilot
and navigator of the Argentine Hercules
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Chippy’s WOBA wonders
The 2016 West Oxfordshire Business Awards were

celebrated at a gala dinner for 270 local business people at

Heythrop Park

in mid March.

Amongst the

finalists in the

New Business

category was

T i c k i t t y b o o ,

which sells

exclusive and

contemporary

c h i l d r e n ’ s

clothes, gifts and

accessories in Middle

Row. Julia Cook, who set

up both Tickittyboo and

Tickittyshake, was there

with colleagues at the

awards ceremony

(pictured above). Another

local company, Wise

Investment, started by

Chipping Norton’s Tony

Yarrow, was a finalist in

both Employer of the Year and Small Business categories. The

independent investment company, established in 1992, now

employs over 20 people. A further local success saw ex-

Chippy School student Alex Edwards win Business Person of

the Year for building his Cotswold Tailor business. The evening

was great news for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team which

won the Charity Award last year which collected £985.11

during this year’s Awards Evening from businesses attending.

The News team would like to congratulate all the winners and

finalists. WOBA 2017 will open for entries this September.

Big ££ chance for local clubs
Are you a local Chipping Norton club or group that wants

money to improve leisure facilities? The Town Council would

like to hear from you – NOW! Around £125,000 is being

made available this summer, under the ‘Section 106’

agreement as part of the 200+ housing development up the

Burford Road. A similar amount could follow when all the

housing is complete. The money is held by West Oxfordshire

District Council to be distributed through Chipping Norton

Town Council by means of an application process. The Town

Council is writing to as many local leisure and sports clubs as

possible asking for bids to spend funds under the broad

theme of ‘leisure’. The Council say they prefer schemes that

have ‘matched funding’ (ie the club itself raises the same

amount from their own efforts to ‘match’ the grant). Any

amount can be requested and the Town Council say all

applications will be assessed ‘carefully and fairly’. Applications

such as improving Greystones and helping the the Cricket

Club are already being considered and at their April Meeting

Town Councillors voted unanimously to back the

replacement of the old Scout Hut to be funded in part by 106

money. Applications must be in by 16 May – all details and

forms from the Town Clerk at the Guildhall (tel 645206).

Enforcing kebab van hours
A request by the regular Kebab Van operator in Chipping

Norton’s Market Place to start at 5pm instead of the current

licensed start of 6.30pm was refused by West Oxfordshire

District Council’s licensing committee. At their April meeting,

van owner Mr Salik, who has been in the Town for 16 years,

said there was customer demand for an earlier start, and that

other hot food places traded earlier. However, Chipping

Norton Town Council objected, and also said the van was

often breaking the license agreement by arriving nearer 4pm,

occupying car parking spaces, and sometimes starting early.

District Councillors noted that the van was allowed a late

night finish. After discussion, Councillors refused the

application and asked for monitoring to take place.

January Premier Inn target
There is more action over Chippy’s skyline now that the

erection of the Premier Inn on Spring Street is underway. The

derelict Ambulance Station and Castle View Care Home

b u i l d i n g s

had already

b e e n

cleared and

the site

levelled last

year in

read i ne s s .

There has

been a hive

of activity

throughout

spring with what seems like dozens of excavators and dumper

trucks buzzing across the site creating the building platforms,

digging the hole for the lift shaft and constructing the gabion

supporting walls to accommodate the 72 bed roomed hotel.

The Site Manager told the News that the ground level steel

frame would be erected by early May and then the timber

frame would go up quickly, enabling the building to be

completed and open in January 2017.  Quick work indeed!

Continuing Hospital bed issues
The latest news on Chipping Norton’s Intermediate Care

NHS bed issues, is that the transfer of nursing staffing from

Oxford Health to the Orders of St John Care Trust has hit

problems, with, at least for the next few months, OSJCT not

being able to provide enough staff for a 24 hour nursing

service. The County, in a disappointing progress report at the

21 April Oxfordshire Health Scrutiny Committee, say that for

at least 3-5 months, patients with some ‘known clinical needs’,

will not be sent here. This news has angered Councillors, who

demand that full service is reinstated as soon as possible.

There are also continuing demands for the future use of

Chippy’s IC beds to be included in a county-wide consultation,

about all community hospitals, starting later this year. 

Meanwhile, the Chipping Norton Hospital Action Group

is still challenging the County Council’s handling of the whole

issue. In a letter published in the Witney Gazette and Oxford
Times, HAG Secretary Clive Hill wrote ‘Have the people and
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driveway for 15 years. All films start at 7.30; tickets £4.50 pay

on the door. For more information and to book ring 659903

or email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com.

Springtime brings fly-tipping
It’s spring in

Chipping Nor-

ton and time

for spring

cleaning and

clearing out

the house –

which means

the start of

the main fly-

tipping season

at the New

Street Car

Park recycling

point. Pictures

from two

Sundays (27

March and 3

April) tell the

tale – with

hoovers, bits

of furniture,

and vast bags

of smelly stuff. Looks like the season is well under way. Keep

your eyes (and noses) alert around town and send the News
any pictures. If the News hears anything from our District

and County Councillors on any joint progress on a nearer

new waste and recycling centre we’ll let readers know.

Top of the Docs
If you are tired of reading stories about NHS problems, here

is some good news about our GP practices – for many, where

the NHS really matters; close to home and in our

communities. A recent nationwide General Practice Patient

Survey gave encouraging results for the 79 GP practices

across Oxfordshire. 8,890 patients responded to questions on

waiting times, ease of making an appointment, GP and nursing

quality, opening times and overall experience. Participants

rated their practice from very good to poor. On this measure

85% said their experience was good with only 5% reporting

poor quality. The Shipton under Wychwood practice topped

the poll with 100%. Practice Manager, Vanessa Newman, partly

attributed this to running open access, no-appointment

sessions for patients. Many other practices are starting to do

this, including Chipping Norton Health Centre which came

joint fourth in the table with 97% – a very creditable result

only a year after amalgamating two practices, moving to a new

building and blending the needs of two sets of patients. Also

in fourth place was Bloxham Surgery, with Woodstock

eighteenth with 84% and Charlbury Medical Centre twenty-

second with 76%. Demands on GP surgeries are increasing,

with fewer doctors wanting to follow this specialty and

funding a constant worry. It may seem unfair to compare

practices, but patients know what they think and it seems that

Oxfordshire patients are pretty satisfied.

the Secretary of State been misled? People are asking how can

it be that Chipping Norton is seeing its Community Hospital

downgraded and its hospital beds being stripped of NHS

staffing and management?’ HAG say there is clear evidence

that the ‘specification’ for the Chippy beds was significantly

downgraded by the County Council in 2014 without public

consultation, but that the Secretary of State for Health was

told there would be no change. Mr Hill also questions why the

County Council is involved at all with the NHS beds, and he

alleges, based on email evidence he quotes, that the NHS beds

may have been ‘wrongly sacrificed by OCC’ to subsidise the

main care home run by OSJCT. The County’s social care

budget, which pays for care home bed use, has been under

great pressure. The letter continues, ‘People will be furious if

OCC, who we think should not commission Community

Hospital beds, has downgraded them and given the contract

to OSJCT because of a care home budget problem.’ Any

official response to this is awaited.

Chippy Town Festival 2016
Rotary Club Chipping Norton has a great programme of

entertainment lined up for this year’s Town Festival. On

Sunday 12 June we can look forward to the company of

Fiddlebop, The Fuss, Good Intent, St Mary’s School Singers,

The Breeze, Subway, Dirty Earth, Arthur Taylor, Beverley Gray,

Frank Underwood & Angela Mayorga, Rachel Chai, Jasmine &

Joseph, and The Chipping Norton Singers and other

entertainers. Mayor Cllr Mike Tysoe will open the Festival at

10.55am followed by a short Church Service in honour of the

Queen’s Birthday. Bring your lunch and join us in the Town

Centre – chairs and tables will be provided. There will be a

sing-a-long at 2.30pm. The Town Council has also organised a

Cake Competition, with a super prize, to celebrate Her

Majesty’s special day. To enter, please take your cakes to the

Lower Town Hall by 12 noon for judging at 1pm. All cakes will

be distributed during the ‘Queen’s 90th Birthday Tea Party’

later that afternoon. Once again, the vaulted undercroft with

its medieval window, will be available to visit at 20 High Street

(formerly the Post Office) and for our younger Festivalgoers

there is a funfair, fire engine and games all day. Applications for

stalls are coming in thick and fast; please apply for a form if

you wish to join (chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com).

More Volunteers and Stewards are welcome to help the day

run smoothly. Offers of help, please  call 642723 or 643611 or

email us at chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com. 

Joyce Taylor

Screen by the Green 
May’s movie at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall, on Saturday

14th, will be The Lady in the Van. A wonderfully funny and

touching film based on an Alan Bennett memoir, it provides a

vehicle, including the comically dilapidated variety, for the

boundless gifts of Maggie Smith. She plays Miss Shepherd, the

‘Lady in the Van’ who is a cantankerous, homeless woman who

bullies Alan Bennett into having her chaotic camper van in his
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Store price wars
With Aldi opening, with a focus on lower

prices for shoppers, the Newsteam

decided to do a ‘rough and ready’ price comparison with a

range of products sold over the weekend of 2 April. Price

comparisons are

tricky as you

have to use like-

for-like quality as

much as

possible. Aldi

nationally have

been accused of

stretching the

comparison a

little on ‘like-for-

like’ in their

advertising. One

particular issue

is that Aldi sell

very few ‘main’

brands. They use their own branded suppliers for the vast

majority of lines. However, our discerning Team shoppers

were as careful as possible to check that we were making a

fair comparison, either by using exact products or brands, or

by using commodity-style products with own brands. Here is

what we came up with:

The result? Well the price check was pretty clear, with Aldi the

lowest – on every item. But of course there is a much greater

choice of range, and other higher quality goods at the other

two supermarkets. Views welcome. And we are thinking of

doing a wine comparison – any tasters available to join the

Newsteam?

X8 and X9 bus cuts
Chipping Norton casualties of the big bus subsidy cuts

(reported last month) will include the X9 to Witney, and X8

from Kingham station and villages through the town to the

Health Centre. (A ‘round town’ bus would not of course

replace all these connections). With fears about the whole

service, one reader wrote suggesting that a limited service

with less frequent journeys might still be viable. He asked

Pulhams (the bus operators) and they replied on 21 March

saying, ‘Regarding X8 & X9 whose subsidies will be cut in July,

we are currently looking at our options and hoping to

introduce a reduced frequency to both routes to enable

services to continue.’ But so far no details. 

Villager bus threatened
The ‘Villager’ bus  services

(run with volunteer drivers by

a ‘Provident’ Society company),

run 20 routes through 70

Cotswold villages to towns

including Stow-on-the-Wold,

Chipping Norton, Moreton-in-

Marsh, Burford, Witney. Grant

subsidy support from

Gloucestershire and Warwick-

shire is continuing – but the

major Oxfordshire support is

stopping completely. This could

mean curtailing the village

services to Chippy. In a

somewhat perverse happening,

on 8 April MP David Cameron, was pictured in the driver’s

seat of the Villager's newest bus, funded by the Department

for Transport Community Bus Fund. But will it ever be seen

in Oxfordshire? More next month.

Town bus idea – latest
With County bus

subsidies now stopping

in July – last month the

News reported the

efforts of local resident

Gordon Brown to start

a ‘round town’ bus

service, which would

cover places such as

Hailey Avenue, Owen

Mumford, Aldi and

Chipping Norton Health

Centre, using a ‘Villager’

bus. Gordon had local

support, including main

sponsorship from

Rotary, with the service

named the ‘Rotary Good Neighbour Shuttle Bus’, to be run in

cooperation with Villager. But the big issue was finding

volunteer drivers. Gordon plans to offer four morning round

trips, and the same in the afternoon, Monday to Friday. Each

driver will therefore need to do just one morning or

afternoon a week. Full training would be given by Villager. At

the time of going to press, Gordon was worried that if drivers

were not found very soon, the project would be shelved as

the 16-seater bus being offered by Villager would no longer be

available. It is not yet too late. So if you can still help with a

few hours every week for this very worthy community

project, call Gordon on 07887 735011 or email him on

gordon.brown333@btinternet.com
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‘Chippy’ mementos in town
Why not buy your friends and family something that makes a

‘Chipping Norton’ statement? Local business group

Experience Chipping Norton, who want to promote the Town

to visitors, are encouraging everyone to help. 

One recent initiative

has been to produce

a new designer range

of ‘Chippy’ branded

items. ECN have

specially com-

missioned  shopping

bags, purses, mugs,

and coasters, to be

on sale in a number

of shops including

Mash, Bippity Boo, Tickittyboo, Tickittyshake, Bliss Interiors,

Delicacy Deli, and some others. ECN members Guy Wall and

Wendy Logan want to encourage other shops in town to sell

the merchandise. The News snapped the new ECN

merchandise outside Tickittyshake, which is the shop in

Middle Row doing a good trade in shakes, fruit drinks and

more – particularly for families with young children. 

In the past, there hasn’t been

much specific ‘Chippy’ memorabilia,

beyond postcards, fudge and the

odd calendar, compared with other

visitor-friendly towns in the

Cotswolds. In a quick stroll round

town, the Newsteam found some

of the new ECN merchandise in

fashionable gift shop Mash on

Topside, but also discovered

another classy range of products

supplied by Mash themselves,

including mugs with slogans such as ‘Best Dad in Chippy’

(Father’s Day in June?), gift cards, and even a wall sign with

‘Chippy Ladies just love Prosecco’. (On this last item why not

drop over the road into Bitter & Twisted or Whistlers to see

if it’s true?) There are probably other Chippy mementos

around – tell the News about them. And if you have any ideas

for additions, tell one of the enterprising local Chipping

Norton shops or ECN –  they may well take up the idea. 

2016 British High St Awards
Shaun Fagan, chair of Experience Chipping Norton, is aiming

for the Town to enter again this year in the Great British High

St Awards, after coming a close runner-up last year in the

Market Town category. If you want to help or have suggestions

for promoting or improving the High Street and town centre,

contact Shaun or any of the ECN team – see

www.experiencechippingnorton.com. Shaun also mentioned

that they want to put more into making Chipping Norton a

‘digital’ town. Last year they won plaudits for their use of

social media to promote the Town. One initiative is to build

much more on the ‘App’ they have created for visitors to tour

the Town. They could include more things to do and see,

places to visit, town information and even video/3D tours.

Anyone interested, contact Gary Snyder

gary@experiencechippingnorton.com. Finally, for Christmas

2016, ECN’s Julia Cook (from Tickittyboo) is aiming to work

with the Town Council on seasonal initiatives for Christmas

shopping and welcoming visitors. Again, if you would like to

help – see the ECN website.

Help a Good Neighbour Scheme
The Good Neighbour Scheme, supported by The Rotary Club

of Chipping Norton, provides transport to medical or other

appointments at Chipping Norton Hospital and Health

centre. Could you volunteer as a driver? Please contact the

volunteer car service on 01993 776277. 

Rotary also support a Befriending Service, helped by the

Methodist Church with volunteers to help with shopping,

gardening, etc or just be available to chat for a while. Do you

have a few hours to spare and would enjoy meeting new

people? Rotary also welcome all at their weekly friendly

supper meetings at The Masons Arms, Swerford. 7pm for

7.30pm. For all information, contact Annie Roy-Barker, 01608

644107.

EU: In or Out – your views??
Should the UK be In or Out of the EU? The

big vote is on 23 June. Campaigners from

both the IN Campaign ‘Britain stronger in

Europe’ and the Brexit groups, ‘GrassRoots

Out’ and ‘Leave’, have been out and about

in Chippy with clipboards and leaflets. But

what do people in Chipping Norton think?

For our June edition – before the Big Vote, the News

hopes to publish views from both sides – or even from the

Haven’t Decideds. You could be voters, local workers,

unemployed, pensioners, students at school and college,

Councillors, farmers, or leaders from businesses, schools,

health and care organisations, charities, churches, community

groups, and so on? 

• Should we be In or Out of the EU?

• What major reasons convince you?

• What difference does it make to Chipping Norton?

Send us your views by Monday 9 May to Chippymail@aol.com

or to our postal address (see page 35), for our June edition. 

Annual Town Meeting
13 April saw the annual public Town Meeting where Mayor

Mike Tysoe and a rather depleted array of Town Councillors

faced around 25 members of the public to report on the year

and answer questions. The Mayor paid tribute to Deputy

Mayor Cllr Richard Benfield, who had resigned, and hoped

that when his circumstances improved he would be able to

seek re-election to the Council. Cllr Tysoe then covered key

achievements including improvements to recreation

equipment (though disappointingly open to vandalism), the

Town Hall and the appearance of the Town. Plans to replace

the Scout hut with an improved building at Greystones were

in hand but dependent on Section 106 funding linked to the

Bellway Homes development. Plans for a new skate park were

on hold following disappointingly thin support but the

Council awaited responses to another questionnaire. Plans to

develop the Police Station had been suspended and the Police

may continue to use the building. The Mayor then listed the

various building developments round town nearing

completion. He thanked all the individuals and organisations

who contributed to town life. He announced that the Council
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was hoping to host an EU Referendum Question Time at 7.30

on Wednesday 15 June. Cllr Butterworth, Chair of the

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee confirmed its

ratification by the March Town Referendum, but emphasising

that its authority would be greater when the District Plan was

finally in place. The public were invited to ask questions which

ranged through the viability of a skate park, the dangerous

lack of bollards preventing cars driving off New Street in front

of Sainsbury’s, the potential replacement for the doomed X8

bus to Kingham and the future usefulness of the

Neighbourhood Plan.

Budding young authors
World Book Day celebrations on 3 March were the

inspiration of a fun story competition. When children’s author

John Chapman, creator of the popular Jonnie Rocket books,

bought a house through Wychwood Estate Agents and got

chatting about books, one thing led to another and a fun

writing competition was conceived with St Mary’s School.

John Chapman went to the School to inspire the children with

his stories and launched the short story competition. There

were four different age categories, Reception, Key Stage 1,

Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage2, with book tokens

and writing materials as prizes. Stories ranged from The Great
Grandpa Escape from a Volcano, to The Dragon was Lost. David

Robinson, from Wychwood, said, ‘We have been so impressed

with everything the pupils have done, from their brilliant

World Book Day costumes right through to all the fantastic

stories submitted.’ Winning entries are on display in

Wychwood’s office window. Winners and runners up

included: Reception – Ella Tinkham and Isabel Pritchard; KS1

– Harriet Pike and William Harvey; Year 3/4 – Johnny Taylor

and Murilo De Souza; Year 5/6 – Joanna Pike and Ewan Luc.

Each child received a book and a certificate. 

Great Rollright Yard Sale
Why not call in on the Great Rollright Village Yard Sale on

Sunday 1 May 10am-2pm? Start at the Village Hall, where you

will find parking and collect a map of the house locations

taking part. Set off round the village at your leisure to pick up

a bargain or two. There will be bacon rolls plus hot and cold

refreshments served in the Village Hall along with various

stalls and a tombola. This is a fundraiser organised by The

Great Rollright Baby and Toddler Group. 

Martene Midwood

Awaiting the Aldi footpath
As reported last

month, it is hoped

that the planned

footpath to connect

Aldi to the Chippy

Hospital site (and

hence the bus route),

will be open soon.

Work had started but was stopped while issues about land

leases and legal agreements were resolved. There were also

concerns that a footpath may cause headaches for the

Hospital. County Councillor Hilary Biles, who has been

working to get the footpath completed, told the News that a

nine-month pilot scheme will be tried, probably with a

narrower path than that initially built.

Roll up for Sponsored Shave
Once he has finished

with his beard in

CHAOS’ production

of Fiddler on the Roof,
Martin Hannant will

be undertaking a

sponsored shave!

This will take place

at Chipping Norton

Methodist Church’s

coffee morning at

10am on Wednesday

18 May in the lower

church hall. All

money raised will go

to support Lucy English, a friend and member of the church,

who is undertaking two weeks’ voluntary work in Ecuador as

part of the VESA programme (Volunteer Eco Students

Abroad). She will spend two weeks in the Amazon helping

provide remote villages with fresh water, restore the local

primary schools, teach English to primary school children

and/or build bathrooms for those without access to such

basic necessities. Thanks also from Elaine Parsons to everyone

who helped raise an amazing £978.95 for the VESA trip at our

recent Wednesday Methodist coffee morning. 

Martin Hannant

Chippy Library latest
By the time you read this we will have indulged ourselves with

the Chipping Norton Literary Festival. The Library hosted

two storytimes for under 5s followed by a great extravaganza

event with two locals, Sue Heap and Teresa Heapy sharing

their story The Very Little Sleeping Beauty which is due to be

published shortly. How lovely to sit alongside these

youngsters and see them engrossed in stories and books! This

coming month will see a change at the Library. After nine

years as manager, I have decided to take early retirement this

May and hang up my date stamp! Chipping Norton has been

such a great community to work amongst and I shall miss

terribly the lovely folk who cross the doorstep daily but all

good things must come to an end. Thank you all for your

friendship and loyal support of this small but complete library

in a wonderful neck of the woods. The rest of the staff will, I

Budding authors with David Robinson and Emma Cattell

Lucy English pictured trying a practice
run prior to Martin’s sponsored shave    



8

LOCAL NEWS

art session arranged by Carole from Creative Minds − a new

business aimed at empowerment and creativity for all ages.

Karen told the News, ‘The residents certainly showed their

imaginative minds with the end results being truly inspiring’. 

Photographer award for Alexis
Professional photographer and Chipping

Norton resident Alexis Knight recently

won a prestigious Guides for Brides

National Wedding Photographer of the

Year award. Alexis specialises in fine art

photography and mainly shoots

weddings and families. Alexis told the

News about the award, and her passion

for photography, ‘I am so excited to have

won and overwhelmed by all the

incredible reviews. I received the award

at a ceremony in Mayfair which was

amazing. I put so much of myself into my work so it feels so

good to have this award to show for it.’ She explained that her

style aims to be natural, bright and vibrant and she tries to

bring a fun and relaxed approach. Chipping Norton and the

Cotswolds provide a perfect canvas for much of Alexis’ work.

She said ‘my family shoots are mostly in the countryside.

Outdoors, everyone is able to really enjoy themselves, relax

and just have authentic fun’. Alexis is clearly enthusiastic about

her job and spotting the best shots. ‘On my way home from a

wedding I stopped the car because the scenery and setting

sun were breathtakingly beautiful,’ she said. ‘I had to go back.

The couple were delighted to go with me for a few more

photographs so we drove back. Those photographs were the

best of the whole day… an award in itself.’ Alexis loves

Chipping Norton and its community, and was active in the

Save the ACE Campaign as the voluntary photographer. Family

know, continue to give you great service – just keep on Loving

Libraries – there’s such a wealth inside.

Judith Bucknall, Library Manager

Events at Henry Cornish
Henry Cornish Care Centre is

holding a Dementia Awareness

event on Thursday 19 May at

2.30pm with two guest

speakers. Angie Williams, our

Admiral Nurse and Brenda

Green, a local dementia adviser

from Dementia Oxfordshire (a

service from Age UK Oxfordshire), will explain what

dementia means and how it can affect us. If you would like to

attend, contact Karen Berwick the Activities Coordinator on

642364. Karen also sent news of two recent interesting

events for residents. First, with elections coming up,

Oxfordshire County Councillor Catherine Fulljames gave a

talk on what her job entails and some of the interesting

people she has met during her career. Catherine is also the

daughter of Peggy McLeod one of the residents at Henry

Cornish. Then residents had a lovely afternoon drawing, in an

First I visited the Old Mill where there was an abundance

of choice but I went for the full English. Sausage, bacon,

beans, egg, mushrooms, and tomatoes with two

thick slices of toast filled me up for the whole

day and was absolutely delicious. They even

do a monster breakfast bigger than this and

I am very relieved I didn’t go for it as I

would still not be eating now! At £6.95 it

is really good value for money, as is the

Bay Tree who also provided me with an

excellent meal. The Bay Tree at £6.50

includes tea or coffee whereas you must

purchase it separately at the Old Mill. Both

places are really welcoming and relaxed.

If a full English breakfast is not for you then

wander down the road to The Tea Set Café and

have a ‘posh’ start to the day. The scrambled eggs with

smoked salmon certainly hit the spot and Mr Munchie’s

bacon sandwich was deemed excellent. The array of

croissants and pastries looked very appetising and they

make their own granola. Top that off with a pot of leaf tea of

your choice served in proper china cups and the day has

started well.

Although I only visited the above cafés I

have explored further to see what other

establishments have to offer. Nash’s
Bakery open early in the morning with

their wonderful array of bakery products.

They also do breakfast baps and rolls and

sandwiches. Caffè Nero also has

pastries and croissants and, I see from

their poster outside, do porridge as well!

Both are good places to settle down with

the morning newspaper and start the day.

Outside Chipping Norton do not forget

the Artyard Café at Enstone which specialises in

breakfasts, opening at 8am and having an extensive menu.

If you are feeling wealthy, pop over to Daylesford Farm
Shop outside Kingham and take breakfast with the rich and

famous! I understand their porridge is to die for.

Food for Thought
Start The Day Right – Go Out For Breakfast

They say that breakfast is the most important meal of the day so, with that in mind, the News team’s Sue
Hadland decided to find out what Chipping Norton has to offer.

Top: Henry
Cornish

resident Peggy
McLeod with
her daughter;

Right: Art
Session with

Creative
Minds



9

LOCAL NEWS

life is a high priority for her, she has two young sons and a

husband who suffers with MS. Between the two of them they

recently raised £2,300 for the local MS Society by doing a

sponsored sky dive. www.alexisknight.co.uk

Stuart Carter 

New homes at Churchill House
The delayed

redevelopment of

the old Churchill

House by housing

group GreenSquare

is now virtually

complete.  When

the News visited the

site in mid-April

contractors were

proudly completing the finishing touches for imminent

handover to GreenSquare who will let the properties at

‘affordable rent’ to people registered with West Oxfordshire

District Council. The ten homes comprise one bungalow, two

flats and seven houses, all built to Lifetime Homes standards

and with photovoltaic panels and other green features such

rainwater harvesting.

Rosie B is back in Town
Rosie B the popular Home &

Interiors shop that many will

remember, is coming back to

Chipping Norton, reopening soon at

14 New Street. Rosie, who owns and

runs the shop, said, ‘I am thrilled to

be opening again in Chippy. There has

always been such a friendly welcoming vibe here and I’m really

looking forward to catching up with lots of lovely customers

from my previous shop in Horsefair’. Rosie told the News that

the new shop will have much the same concept as before with

vintage painted and pine furniture, unusual quirky accessories,

along with vintage and new mirrors, cushions, lighting and gifts.

Rosie is keeping her other shop in Stow-on-the-Wold, hoping

customers will have more to choose from. At the moment,

Rosie is busy getting the shop ready for opening around the

middle of May. The shop will be looking for two part-time staff,

so if you are interested contact rosie@rosiebinteriors.co.uk.

More volunteer drivers needed
South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust

(SCAS) has a new contract to provide Non-Emergency Patient

Transport Service across the Thames Valley region from 1

April. SCAS provides transport for those unable to use public

or other transport due to their medical condition; this might

be regular appointments for life-saving treatments such as

outpatient clinics, radiotherapy, chemotherapy or renal dialysis

or, being admitted to or discharged from hospital wards. Last

year this service undertook over 500,000 patient journeys

across the region with volunteer car drivers carrying out 15%

of those. SCAS is looking for more volunteer drivers. Can you

help? One local volunteer said, ‘I had a number of hours free

each week and enjoy driving so being a volunteer driver was

ideal. I really feel it is worthwhile and rewarding and have got

to know some of my regulars well.’ Volunteers are reimbursed

mileage and incidental costs, like parking. The service is

available to all patients who meet the eligibility criteria (to

ensure that resources are spent on patients who need them

most). Phone 01869 365094/ 07824 476521 for details.

Churchill Teas and Boot sale
There are teas on Churchill Village Green and a Car Boot Sale

on Monday 2 May from 2-4pm. Fun for all the family! To book

a car boot sale pitch ring Penny on 659277 or email

pennybohrer@hotmail.com.

Cotswold Stars & Stones

Amateur astronomers and archaeologists had a treat last

month, when the Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy

Group (CNAAG) held a fascinating event – this time at The

Theatre. The opening evening in March started with the

launch of CNAAG’s month-long exhibition in the Gallery,

displaying the literally out-of-this world photographic

expertise of a group of the members: absorbing images which

launch the imagination into outer space. Complementing

these was a photographic record of the history of the

Rollright Stones by the Rollright Trust, including details of the

latest Saxon burial finds. The Rollright monument site is host

to CNAAG and a holder of the coveted Dark Sky Discovery

status. The film Star Men followed, a charming blend of

nostalgic US road trip and 50-year reunion by four

extraordinary men whose careers changed the course of the

study of astronomy. An unexpected bonus came when we

learnt that the brother of one of the featured astronomers

was in the audience. Finally to top it all, Oxford astrophysicist

Fraser Clarke gave an illustrated talk on the inside story of

the painstaking development of the world’s largest-ever

astronomical telescope, currently being built by a Europe-

wide consortium. Congratulations to CNAAG on yet another

enthralling event. 

Katharine House Update
The Hospice Open Day is on Friday, 13 May. Come and

learn more about what they do, join a scheduled tour, attend

a talk by a member of the clinical staff, and enjoy an informal

chat with a drink and a cupcake. For further information,

please visit khh.org.uk or phone 01295 811866. The 10th

Midnight Walk is on Saturday 25 June. Wear silver and

sparkles. You can sign up now at www.khh.org.uk, or phone

01295 816484. Oxford Artweeks includes the Katharine

House Day Hospice Art Exhibition – 23−27 & 30 May.

Artwork created by KHH patients will be on display. Why not

come along to see the wonderful creations – and the stories
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behind the artwork? Festival of Open Gardens – see the

KHH website for more details of gardens up in Spring and

Summer supporting the Hospice.

Work starts at Vernon House
As reported in

last month’s

News, work has

at last started on

redevelopment

of Vernon House,

behind the flats

on Burford

Road. The 19

homes will

comprise 14

one- and two-

bedroomed flats and 5 two- and three-bedroomed houses for

‘affordable rent’ from Cottsway Housing Association to

people registered with WODC. The homes are expected to

be available in April 2017.

TCN updates
Try an Electric Bike Thanks to Transition
Chipping Norton’s efforts, three brand
new electric bikes will be based at the
Co-op supermarket in Chipping Norton
as part of the Department of Transport’s
Shared Electric Bike Programme. The ‘e-
bikes’, which offer cyclists pedal assistance,
will be available free, for up to 20 hours at a
time, from 25 April if you sign up as a member of TCN or
Hook Norton Low Carbon groups, or directly on the website
of Compass Bikes, who are coordinating the project. There
will be a special demonstration and promotion event outside
the Co-op from 10am-1pm on Saturday 28 May. Come and
try the bikes and then join one of the organisations with a
one-off payment of £1 with a written agreement to support
its aims. After that, simply register and book online 24/7 (with
helmets, D-locks, panniers and charging points provided). This
scheme is one of four under the Compass Bikes project,
managed by Sustainable Venture Development Partners. The
e-bikes, all Raleigh Captus Low Steps, offer cyclists four levels
of pedal assistance to help make longer arduous journeys
faster. On ‘Eco’ mode, the lowest level of pedal assistance, the
e-bike battery has a range of 148km, while on ‘Turbo’ the e-
bike speeds up to 25km per hour. With this and other
schemes in Hook Norton, Cambridge and Ipswich, Compass
Bikes will monitor usage levels, journey types and attitudes
towards e-bikes over a five-month trial. More at www.hn-
lc.org.uk and http://www.compassbikes.co.uk/.

Borrow a Smart MeterThe team from Transition Chipping

Norton still have several Smart Meters which simply clamp

round your electricity supply and give you more detailed

feedback on how your electricity use is going. To borrow one,

please contact Marcus Simmons on 07803 753684.

All welcome at the Community Allotment, run by local

group Transition Chipping Norton at a plot in Chipping

Norton, is getting into its new season, with seeds sown for

many interesting new edible perennials including Musk

Mallow, Turkish Rocket, Lovage, Creeping Bellflower and

Maximilian Sunflower as well as many ‘old faithful’ annuals. The

team are usually out working on plot 59B on Monday

afternoons, but do contact Marcus on 07803 753684 if you’re

interested – all welcome to come and help.

Food Foraging The first Wild Food Foraging walk was

organised by Transition Chipping Norton in April.  Why not

join the next one on Sunday 29 May 3-5pm starting from the

Town Hall steps?  Details from Marcus on 07803 753684.

Theatre welcomes Councillors
On Tuesday 5 April Chipping Norton Theatre opened its

Spring in-house production of Stones in His Pockets (see

review on p20), which is also touring the UK at 36 venues

over three months. The Theatre is enjoying a raft of great

reviews for the production, which was co-produced with The

Dukes in Lancaster and directed by The Theatre’s Director,

John Terry. As part of the opening, a civic reception was held

at The Theatre, attended by Town Councillors, West

Oxfordshire District Councillors and dignitaries, including the

High Sheriff and the Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, the

Mayor of Chipping Norton and the Chairman of WODC.

With many theatres facing uncertain times with government

funding, The Theatre continues to maintain its connections

and support with its main local councils. The audience also

seemed to enjoy seeing a few gold chains in the auditorium.

Stones in His Pockets, after its stay in Chipping Norton,

moved on to various theatres in Oxfordshire and Rural

Touring venues including Cassington, The Cornerstone in

Didcot, The Pegasus in Oxford, Great Milton and Ramsden. 

Win up to £500 at Theatre
Chipping Norton Theatre is this month launching the Friends

200 Club draw. You can buy tickets at £5 each per month to

enter a monthly draw with a £50 prize every month – and

once a year you could win a 1st prize of £500 if the scheme

sells enough tickets. The first draw is on 15 May so buy now!

Information and application forms in the Box Office (642350)

or from chippingnortontheatre.com

Calling all mums with under 5s
The Health Visiting team has a new phone number since our

move to Chipping Norton Community Hospital last year − it's

01865 903937. The weekly drop-in clinic (Wednesday 10-

11.30) is still at the ACE Centre along with most appointments.

If you have any queries please call us on 01865 903937.

Lisa Creaby

WODC Cabinet member Cllr James Mills, with WODC
Chairman Cllr Norman MacRae MBE, John Terry, and

Chipping Norton Mayor Mike Tysoe. 
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Lawrence Team update
Since January the Lawrence Home Nursing Team has

supported 17 patients in their own homes as they came to

the end of their lives. They covered 80 night shifts enabling

family members to catch up on much needed sleep, and 126

daytime care hours enabling family members to shop, get out

into the garden or catch up on other household duties. This

year’s AGM is on Wednesday 11 May in the Town Hall at 7.30

pm, refreshments provided, with all welcome to attend. An

explanation of how to arrange a legacy will be provided by

Brethertons Solicitors.

The Wychwood Golf Club, Lyneham, will host ‘Drive and

Dine’ on Friday 10 June. The event is kindly sponsored by

Broadsword Security Services. Why not get a team of four

players together and stay on for evening entertainment

including a two course buffet, raffle and live music from

Ragged Edge? Ticket prices and booking at

www.lawrencehomenursing.org. Dinner-only tickets available

at £30. Don’t miss out

on forthcoming

fundraising events

Subscribe to our mailing

list by going to our

website and filling in

your details on the form.

You will be among the

first to receive

information on exclusive events including our Comedy Night

sponsored by Hobgoblin Beer at Ditchley Park on Friday 1

July, featuring comedians Sandi Toksvig and Lloyd Langford. 

Verity Fifer

Beales and financial issues
Department store owners Beales, with 29 stores including

Chipping Norton’s, announced their latest move to fend off

financial difficulties. The loss-making Bournemouth-based

group, founded in 1991, was taken over in April 2015, when

making losses, by private owner Andrew Perloff and his family.

Now, to secure a better future, the group is asking landlords

of up to 14 stores to reduce rents by up to 30% or take the

premises back. To do this the company’s shareholders have

agreed a formal ‘company voluntary arrangement (CVA)’

putting pressure on landlords and suppliers to agree a deal –

rather than declare any insolvency. The Beales store in

Horsham is closing in July as the landlords wanted to find

another commercial tenant. Beales chairman Stuart Lyons said

it was ‘business as usual’ with most of the stores being

profitable but ‘a minority lose money because leases agreed

some years ago are no longer sustainable due to changes in

the economy and local conditions. These legacy rents have

been dragging the group down. This represents a unique

opportunity to restore the group to financial health.’ The

company has not commented on the situation with the

Chipping Norton store, but the News understands that it is

not one of the worst performing stores and the landlords

have not been approached for any deal.

Blossom in May at the Orchard
Sunday 8 May should see lots of blossom

on the 30 plus fruit trees when we

hope to welcome lots of people to

Blossom Day to enjoy folk music,

join in Circle Dancing and admire the

work of our familiar ‘bodger’, Phil

Chesterton, on his pole lathe. There

will be games and competitions for

children and adults – and seasonal

refreshments to substitute for

Sunday lunch as the event

runs from 12 noon−3pm.

Visitors can also check on

future Pick Your Own. The

soft fruit area has been

enlarged so there will be

rhubarb, red- and

blackcurrants, gooseberries

and boysen berries before

the apples, plums, pears and

quince later in the summer.

This is a Community

Orchard. The fruit is for ALL

to share! The Orchard is near the cemetery off the Worcester

Road, just follow the signs. Parking is very limited so please

walk, or drop-off and park later. Hope to see you there.

Heather Leonard, Orchard Management Group and

Green Gym

Wanted: local eyes & ears !
Hey, they can’t do that?! Have you ever felt that inappropriate

building development is happening around Chipping Norton

and you want to voice an opinion? Are you interested in the

local landscape and planning issues? If so, the Campaign to

Protect Rural England (CPRE) would love to hear from you!

CPRE West Oxfordshire District has a small committee of

volunteers who monitor and respond to planning and

landscape issues across the area, and provide advice and

support to local communities. Justine Garbutt, CPRE West

Oxon Chair, said, ‘In the current climate developers are trying

to build on inappropriate land. It's not just houses, it's solar

farms, waste centres, supermarkets and other proposals that

can have an impact on the important and innate rural

character of our area. We rely on local people to let us know

when an issue arises.’ The Government’s draft National

Planning Policy Framework triggered concerns about

development at any cost. Is this happening around Chipping

Norton? The CPRE needs more volunteers locally to be ‘eyes

and ears’. Their Committee meets quarterly and a few hours

per month is suggested. No previous experience or expertise

is needed, as CPRE can provide training. CPRE locally is
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fighting hard to make sure local development is appropriate,

providing genuinely affordable housing and necessary

infrastructure, whilst protecting much loved landscapes and

the area’s rural character. Time to add your voice! For details

email campaign@cpreoxon.org.uk or call 01491 612079.

Welcome to Little Nail Haven
Having been a

bookseller for

fifteen years,

gregarious Chippy

resident Nina

Smith (pictured

right) recently

realised the time

had come for a

change. So The

Little Nail Haven was born last December, following a passion

for beauty therapy Nina had since leaving school. Treatments

(for women only) range from revolutionary gel colour nail

polishes lasting for up to two weeks, through to hand and feet

massages, manicures and pedicures; and all can be combined

in a bespoke appointment. Nina told the News team, ‘I want

to put time back into people's lives and make them feel

special’. Her secluded and relaxing treatment room is

adjacent to her home in Alexandra Square. ‘Some people just

nod off while I massage their feet and hands,’ she added,

‘which is totally fine’. She already has a base of regular clients

including a few notable authors whose books adorn the

shelves and tables reflecting Nina's continuing connections

with the literary world. Nina has accredited Diplomas in

manicure and pedicure, and gel nail polish. Clients come via

her website thelittlenailhaven.co.uk or through word of

mouth. It's early days but signs seem to be encouraging for

this new local business. Nina hopes to expand with

treatments and general TLC for, amongst others, brides-to-be,

girls' nights out, and kids' parties. She said, ‘I want to take

people back to how things used to be, with time out from

everyday life.’ Total indulgent pampering, in other words, and

there's nothing wrong with that these days. 

Ideas for new businesses
Would you like to try starting a new business? Maybe you are

a student at Chipping Norton School with ideas for a new

sales pitch or some new crafted products? A number of

Chipping Norton local businesses, through Experience

Chipping Norton, want to encourage new businesses to try

things out and get off the ground − perhaps with Chippy as a

base. ECN are working on a number of things including:

The Snake Pit – a twist on the popular Dragon’s Den idea.

Local councillor and businessman Guy Wall is working with

ECN’s Shaun Fagan on a scheme for budding entrepreneurs

to ‘make a pitch’ to a local team of business leaders who will

arrange professional advice and help. ECN would particularly

like to hear from businesses who want help with this.

Incubator Space – ECN are looking for flexible, near town

centre office space for local start-ups and budding

entrepreneurs to use – with facilities such as hot-desking and

Wi-Fi provided. Offers from local businesses are very

welcome. 

Pop-up Shop – The owners of the old Post Office on

Topside have agreed that ECN can use the empty space (for

a time) for ‘Pop-up shops’. The simple idea, popular now in

other small town centres, is for small business traders (maybe

even say a sixth form or college team who want try selling

something) to share the space for a short period and see

what they can do. It’s like a mini-arcade, especially at

weekends. Shaun told the News that WODC are encouraging

the idea.

For information or to help with the above contact

Shaun@ExperienceChippingNorton.com

13th Chadlington Beer Festival
Chippy beer

drinkers and

their families are

invited to

C h a d l i n g t o n

Memorial Hall

for a fun time

out on Saturday

4 June from

midday to 11pm.

Gate price £10

includes a

Festival Glass,

programme, and

three beer

tokens, worth £1.50 each. This year there will be around 20

ales to enjoy and, for non-beer drinkers, wines and ciders, gin

and Pimms, tea, coffee, and soft drinks. Children's entry is £3,

which includes lots of free activities. There is a charge for face

painting, but otherwise unlimited entertainment; if the

children are happy then the grown-ups won’t be pestered so

more time to sample the beers. There will be live music

throughout the day and evening, Charlbury Morris Dancers,

kids’ tent, all day BBQ, tea tent, and lots more see

www.chadlingtonbeerfestival.com.

Awards for sporting talent 
At the West Oxfordshire Sports Awards ceremony, organised

annually by WODC and the GLL Sports Foundation to

recognise budding sports talent and honour local clubs and

volunteers, Chipping Norton and the surrounding area was

well represented. Winners receive grants ranging from £100

to £ 1,250 and are given free access to Council-owned leisure

facilities in the area to assist with training. Two County Awards

went to residents of Shipton under Wychwood – 11-year-old

Aiden Wilkinson for cricket and 12-year-old Alexandra

Scrivener for middle distance athletics. Chipping Norton

claimed two Regional Awards, one for James King, aged 16, for

Disability Cricket and a second for Jake Williams, aged 14, for

Roller Hockey. Not content with that, Chippy’s Roller Hockey

team collected two Achievement Awards given to Devon

Shadbolt and Brett Massey. Presenting 45 awards during the

evening, Cllr James Mills, Cabinet Member for Leisure, said: ‘It

was wonderful to meet so many talented and inspirational

individuals. Every one of them richly deserves their award,

whether they are just starting out on the path of a potentially

brilliant sporting career or have been working in the

community for years to improve the lives of others.’

LOCAL NEWS
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Help for Chippy’s Bumblebees
Craig Blackwell, champion of the

Chippy Bumblebee Project (as

reported in a previous News edition),

has received good news. TOE2, a local

charity, has approved the application to

make a corner of the cemetery a

flower rich habitat attractive to

bumblebees. Chipping Norton Health

Centre has also just submitted an application to TOE2

(decision on 8 June) for purchase and planting of herbaceous

perennials attractive to bumblebees. The Green Gym has

kindly offered to help with preparation, planting, and some

maintenance of the site. Chipping Norton School is also

involved in the project and, with help from the Save Our

Magnificent Meadows Project, has purchased a range of

herbaceous perennials attractive to bumblebees. If you are

planning to buy new plants for your garden, Applegarth

Garden Centre can advise on suitable varieties for attracting

and sustaining bees. The greater the number of suitable

flowering plants in your garden the better. Aim for at least two

kinds of bee-friendly plants for each flowering period. On

Monday 16 May there is a bumblebee identification training

day in Over Norton led by Dr Richard Comont from the

Bumblebee Conservation Trust. This event is aimed at people

willing to undertake local bumblebee surveys over the

summer. It is limited to 25 so booking is essential but places

are still available. Contact Craig at bombusbee2@gmail.com.

To find out more about helping bumblebees in your garden

look at http://bumblebeeconservation.org/

Glyme Valley walk
For everyone interested, not only in bumblebees but in the

wider local environment and countryside, Craig Blackwell,

former County Ecologist and Cotswold Warden, will be

leading a guided walk in the Glyme Valley on Wednesday 15

June at 10am starting outside Chipping Norton Town Hall.

NCT Table Top Sale
The Chipping Norton and

District branch of the National

Childbirth Trust is holding a

Table Top Sale for children's

clothing, toys and equipment

(0-5 years) from 10am-noon

on Saturday 7 May in the

Upper Town Hall. They also will

be serving tea and homemade

cake. Sellers needed at £10 per

table. Further information:

nct@chippingnorton.org.uk

Churchill Classic car bonanza
There will be over 500 vehicles this year at the 14th Vintage &

Classic Car Show on 5 June between Noon and 5pm in

Churchill. The show is held every two years on the village

green − the original Car Show was described as ‘A Cavalcade

of Cars’, with 38 cars, held as part of a village event to raise

funds for the church restoration. Its popularity now allows

fundraising for charities outside the village. This year’s main

beneficiaries are Meningitis Now, Lawrence Home Nursing,

Sue Ryder and Chipping Norton Theatre. Vehicle entries are

limited to maintain the relaxed village atmosphere – the list

for cars has already closed! A Jazz Band plays and there are

attractions and stalls, plus an RAF flypast. Breakfasts, lunches

and teas are provided by the WI and real ale can be enjoyed

at the bar. The Chequers opposite has excellent food, the

church is open with a themed floral display, this time titled ‘All

Creatures Great & Small’ and the Heritage Centre Museum is

also open. Revenue is generated from the admission fee and

vehicle entries plus rental from stallholders and money spent

by the public. There are significant costs for the show – such

as insurance and health and safety measures – but all those

who help and run the show are volunteers and all profits are

distributed to the worthy causes. To date (end March) the

show has raised over £158,000.

Boxing Rumble for H&D
Any Chippy supporters of Helen & Douglas House who are

also boxing fans, should sign up for the big 4 June Rumble in

the Cotswolds event in Chipping Norton’s Town Hall. The

organisers promise ‘an amazing happening’ with 100% of

proceeds going to the charity. It's a black tie, glitzy, glamorous

event and guests enjoy bubbly, BBQ food, men painted in gold,

ladies dressed to impress, and seven bouts of local heroes

going glove to glove. We even have Beth Owen (who works

at Whistlers) entering the ring for the first time. Celebrity

judges include Joe Bugner Jr and Francie Clarkson  with

others to be announced soon. There's also an after party at

The Fox! Tickets on sale from Chipping Norton Theatre (Box

Office 642350) – all to support Helen & Douglas House.

Penny Mallory
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… and an H&D Riverside Stomp

On Saturday 21 May, Chippy Helen & Douglas supporters can

also take part in a brand new event − the Riverside Stomp

raising vital funds for the charity’s continuing care and support

for terminally ill children, young adults and their families. In

this fantastic walking challenge along the beautiful Thames

Path, you can stomp 22 miles from Wallingford or 8 miles

from Abingdon, finishing in Oxford. At the event launch, 17-

year-old Chelsea was present − she lives with her mum and

dad in Oxford and has a condition called Metachromatic

Dystrophy. She can’t do anything on her own and needs care

24/7. She started coming to Helen House for respite care

when she was seven years old. For more information or to

sign up, go to www.hdh.org.uk or call 01865 799150.

Schooldays in another world
Looking at the children in Chippy and the

villages around – to and from school,

talking and laughing with friends,

complaining about schoolwork, safe in

their community, it is reassuring they are

growing up with the benefit of an

education. Elsewhere in the world

education is less easily obtained. Local charity, the Rafiki Thabo

Foundation is trying to do something about it. Working in

Uganda, Kenya and Lesotho, the Foundation supports education

projects mainly aimed at enabling children to stay in school

through secondary and university levels. It’s partially about

awarding scholarships, (150 young people are benefitting), but

also about supporting requests like the Eat Well to Learn

project ensuring that children will have at least one meal a day

for the energy to study and walk the long distances to get to

class. Accommodation is being refurbished so that vulnerable

female pupils will not have to risk daily journeys and the danger

of being attacked. The whole secondary education

infrastructure needs work. No easy task to raise funds but you

can help by coming along to an evening of Shopping and

Pampering at Churchill Village Hall, 8 pm till late on Saturday 7

May. Refresh your wardrobe with new items or have a look at

the high quality ‘pre-loved’ clothes and accessories at bargain

prices, have a manicure, a facial, or a massage – entrance is £3

per pre-booked ticket or £5 on the door, including a drink on

arrival. For further information or to offer help, contact Janet

on 659269 or janet@rafiki-foundation.org.uk

Police & Neighbourhood Crime
Reports from local press and police
Burglar convicted − A 28-year-old Oxford man Michael

Lewin was convicted in Oxford Crown Court in March for

burgling a Chipping Norton home at night on 28 May last year.

Lewin was with another man, Lenny Trinder, who had already

admitted the crime, which was carried out while the home’s

occupants slept upstairs. Wallet, cards and cash were stolen

and a car taken then dumped. Sentencing was due on 15 April.

Stables Theft – Offenders broke into stables at Choice Hill

Road, Over Norton overnight on 8 April and stole hay nets,

straw, rugs, horse head collars and a Rutland energizer

electric fence battery. Any information, contact police. 

Suspected arson − Firefighters were called at 2.25pm on

Sunday 19 March to a home in Hailey Road. A man was

treated for smoke inhalations. Fire service investigators were

on the scene and were working with police. 

Hare Coursing – the public have been reporting Hare

Coursing in the area. On Sunday 20 March, three males aged

24, 37 and 62 were arrested under the Hunting Act at Milton

under Wychwood. If you see or hear anything suspicious

with groups of people in fields with dogs please contact the

police.

Have Your Say meetings – A chance to chat to the police:

Saturday 21 May, 10-11.30 and Wednesday, 29 June 10-11.30

at Chipping Norton Co-op with PCSO Cheryl Harrison.

For advice or to contact the neighbourhood team call the police
non-emergency number 101 or 999 for emergency. Or email:
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood @thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Chelsea, her mum Rose, volunteers and staff from HDH,
launching the Riverside Stomp
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Who is Lord Chadlington?
In his own words: the Newsteam’s Sue Hadland asks the questions of this long-term local
resident, successful businessman and Patron of the Dean and Chadlington Music Festival.

Tell me about your origins, childhood and
education
I was born Peter Selwyn Gummer, the middle of three sons,

to a welsh miner in South Wales. My father was a very

intelligent man and by hard work he educated himself and

eventually attended the University of Wales and became a

Baptist minister. Soon after, he decided to

join the Church of England as a parish

priest in the Medway towns, so the family

was moved to Kent. The stipend of a

parish priest in the 1940s was very small

so we never had much money, but my

father had the overriding ambition to give

us a good education. He devised an idea to

produce a monthly journal, called The
Pulpit Monthly, for priests, outlining

sermons, readings, prayers etc for the two

months ahead which he sold to parish

priests all over the country for the

princely sum of £1 per year. This brought

him enough money to send us three boys to Kings School,

Rochester and from there to Selwyn College, Cambridge. 

How did you choose and progress your career?
When I left university I went home and my father asked me

what I was going to do. I told him I had no idea and he said

you had better make your mind up by Monday because I can’t

afford to keep you anymore. So I went to work for a

newspaper in Portsmouth as the Isle of Wight reporter. This

was very inconvenient as I had a girlfriend in London and it

was a real problem getting to see her. One Sunday evening

returning on the train to Portsmouth I sat next to a man, we

got talking, and he turned out to be a very wealthy

businessman who owned Viyella, Clydella and Winceyette. He

asked if I would be interested in moving to London to write

articles promoting his products. Well, I jumped at the chance

and promptly moved to the big city. I soon moved on and

against stiff competition managed to land a job with ICFC, an

organisation providing funds for small companies. During this

time my brother, John Selwyn Gummer was rising up the

political ladder which helped me to meet and network with

many politicians and business leaders. I branched out on my

own and started a company called Shandwick advising political

figures and people in trade and the arts. John was a cabinet

minister under Margaret Thatcher for many years but it was

when John Major came to power that I found someone I was

able to work with very closely. At this time I also became

chairman of the Royal Opera House and started working in

the fields of alcohol and drug abuse, particularly in prisons.

One day John Major took me into the cabinet room and asked

if I would be willing for him to put me forward for a peerage.

I was amazed and honoured and eventually the news came

through that it had been granted. I thought it would be wrong

to take the title Lord Gummer because it would be confused

with my brother, and because I had then moved to Dean,

decided to take the title of Lord Chadlington of which I am

very proud. I sold Shandwick in 1998. It had already been

floated on the stock exchange, and with the proceeds was

able to secure the future for my family.

What about the present and the future? 
I married Lucy when I was forty and we have been blessed

with four wonderful children and recently grandchildren. My

family is the most important thing in my life now and I am

thrilled that they spend a lot of their time

here in Dean with us. I still work full time

and my interest in politics has not waned.

I am President of the local Conservative

Constituency Association and of course

have my seat in the House of Lords. I

embrace my local community and try to

be actively involved in it. I help with the

annual Dean and Chadlington Music

Festival and for the past ten years have

organised a Desert Island Discs evening

and persuaded people such as Michael

Parkinson, John Major and Kirsty Allsop

to be my guests. This year it will be

Andrew Marr, which should make for a good evening. I am

passionate about cricket and support the local cricket club

and Community Centre. I am also a frequent visitor to

Abbeyfield where I listen to and try and help our older

residents.

… and were you instrumental in getting
Dean Pit closed?
In a manner of speaking, yes, but not for the reasons most

people think. I think it is essential for there to be such a

facility and would have had no objections if access had been

better. We live in a small hamlet with one single track road

and no pavements. A number of older people and children live

here and with lorries, trailers and vans rushing nearby to get

to the tip I considered it an accident waiting to happen. That

is why I joined the objectors to get it moved and am sorry no

alternative has been found. 
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Robbins & Robert Bradford; Never Won: David Leighfield;

Ladies’ Singles: Val Harris; Men’s Singles: Martin Shepherd.

The President thanked everyone who organised Club

activities and wished outgoing Chairman Roberta Jarvie all

the best. He added that the club extension and replacement

of indoor carpet project is on schedule. He and his wife

Margaret were thanked by the new Chairman who was

looking forward to her year in office and hoped to live up

to the exacting standards set by her predecessor.

John Bowlt

Football – Chipping Norton Swifts
Swifts are nearing the

end of the 2015/16

season, with all five

teams looking to finish

on a high. As part of its

plans for next season the

Club has launched the

Swifts Soccer School,

aimed at boys and girls

aged 5 and up who are

interested in playing

football at any level and becoming a Swift. The first session

on 2 April was a huge success, with our current Under 7’s

and 8’s joined by plenty of new faces. Sessions run at

Greystones 9-10am every Saturday with qualified coaches

who aim to coach all aspects of the game for U7 level and

beyond. Sessions were free in April and cost £2 from May

onwards. CNTSFC are always welcoming new players of all

ages. Visit our website www.chippyswifts.co.uk for details.

Luke Newton

Wychwood Cribbage League 2015-16
League Winners with 203 points are CN Football Club ‘B’

namely: Pat Findlay, Kevin Drinkwater, James Warren, Steven

Hawtin, Andrew Hawtin (Capt), Kim Clarke, Annie Clarke,

Sandra Clarke, Kevin Clarke and Martin Clarke. League

Runners up with 201 were The Lamb Inn Shipton u

Wychwood. Everyone would like to thank Susan Saxby and

Tim Keen for all they have done in running the league. CNFC

‘B’ would also like to thank everyone in the Blue Boar for

helping them out in their time of need.

The Captain’s Cup: Winner, Mike Wilkes – the Blue Boar;

Runner up, Tony Croft – The Lamb Inn. 

Ladies’ Singles: Winner, Annie Clarke – CNFC ‘B’; Runner

Up,Katie Ware – Blue Boar

Men’s Singles: Winner, Nigel Benfield – CNFC ‘A’; Runner

Up,Steve Hawtin – CNFC ‘B’

Mixed Pairs: Winners, Susan Saxby & Stuart Smith – Milton

Sports ‘B’; Runners up, Pam Wilkinson & Peter Wilkinson –

The Lamb Inn

Men’s Pairs: Winners, Richard Smith & Barry Humphries – the Mill

Hotel; Runners, Up: David Smart & Richard Benfield – CNFC ‘A’

Martin Clarke

Martial Arts
Barry Holland of Wing Chun Street Defence Limited tells the

News that he has just launched a crowd funding initiative as

the first stage of launching a permanent, not for profit martial

arts training venue in Chipping Norton. Details on Barry’s

website www.wingchunstreetdefence.co.uk or on the

crowdfunding site http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/martialarts 

Bowls – CN Bowls Club
Chipping Norton Bowls Club Indoor section held its annual

prize presentation on Thursday 7 April. Following an excellent

meal provided by lady members, incoming Chairman Carole

Thornhill welcomed guests and congratulated all competitors

and winners. She thanked event organisers, especially league

secretary Brenda Shepherd and competition organiser

Rosemary Brooks. 

President Tony Backer Holst presented the trophies to Club

competition winners:Triples: Paul Robbins, Rosemary Brooks,

Trevor Millard; Rinks: Di Zenyik, Tony Backer Holst, Nigel

Siford, Martin Fraser; Mixed Pairs: Nigel Siford & Jean Dix;

Ladies’ Pairs: Val Harris & Julie Singer; Men’s Pairs: Paul

Pictured at Awards Evening are l-r: David Leafield, Nigel Siford,
Tony Backer Holst, Paul Robbins, Carole Thornhill, Val Harris,

Martin Shepherd, Rosemary Brooks, Robert Bradford, Di
Zenyik, & Trevor Millard 
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4Shires Swimming Club
February brought several successes. Firstly, at the Oxon &

North Bucks Counties there were some brilliant individual

swims as well as great relay team results. Then, at the end of

the month, 4SSC won the Club Award at the 2016 Chipping

Norton Town Sports Awards – a fantastic achievement.

Pictured are coaches, club captains and some committee

members at the Awards Ceremony.

In April we took a team of 19 to the level 3 Open Meet

in Cardiff, achieving some outstanding results and gaining very

good experience of racing in a 50m pool.

A growing group of swimmers are aiming for the Regional

Championships and are competing this month in Luton,

Gloucester and Bletchley. Best of luck to them all. For more

information about the Club please visit www.4SSC.co.uk

Louise Berry

Mini rugby success at Oxon Festival
On Sunday 3 April Chipping Norton Rugby Union Football

Club hosted the Oxfordshire Festival for the under 9 and 10

age groups. Around 600 children took part, attracting clubs

even from outside the county so, together with supporters,

there really was a festival atmosphere, with some great rugby

on show. While Henley won both County Finals, our Club’s

squads also enjoyed great success, with the U9 team winning

the Cherwell Trophy and the two U10 teams (pictured) also

securing some silver: Chippy Lions sharing their Cherwell

Trophy with Abingdon after a hard fought draw, and Chippy

Tigers winning the Glyme Trophy in some style, with a last-

minute try securing it in front of some vocal home support.

The Festival has been hailed a great success, with

compliments from some of the visiting teams about the

organisation and general atmosphere. Thanks to everyone

who volunteered their time and expertise to make it happen.

Claire Williamson

CN & District Cricket Club
The Club is looking for new players. Training is Tuesday nights

at 6pm outdoors at the Club. 1st XI Captain Ian Widdows is

looking forward to the challenge of Division 1 cricket. 

May League and Cup Home fixtures: 7 May 1st XI v

Oxenford; 14 May 2nd XI v Hook Norton; 21 May 1st XI v

Shrivenham; 28 May 1st XI v Marsh Gibbon (Cup).

Graham Beacham

The Youth Section had a very successful registration day in

March but we still need more U11s, U13s and U15s. Please

could any players who haven’t yet signed up please do so as

we need you – it's good exercise and a brilliant game to play

in many formats. 

The U13 and U15s have begun training as a squad ready for

the first U13's game during the week of 25 April and the U15s

game on 2 May. The first full club training night for all age groups

is 29 April 6-7pm at the Banbury Road Clubhouse. Why not

come and have an enjoyable evening while your youngsters

train with the club bar open and kitchen supplying food.

Sue Powell

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Clive Long
Building Contractors 

New Build, Renovation,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Painting, Carpentry.  

All Types of Work Undertaken
To A High Standard @ Competitive Prices 

Mobile:07531 462886
Home: 01608 641475

Email:clivelongbuildingcontractor@gmail.com
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Paulo von Zschock – Green Party
Paulo von Zschock has a doctorate course in international law. Since 1986, he has worked in the international

tourism industry. He was the manager of the Old Mill Cafe in Chipping Norton between 2003 and 2008. Between

2010 and 2012, he was chair of the Green Party in Imbituba, in Brazil and Academic French teacher. Now back in

Chipping Norton, he would like to serve as a District Councillor for the Town, changing the old style of doing

politics of speaking on behalf the community, but instead, speaking together with the community. Paulo's particular

interest is industrial democracy, ensuring that workers receive a fair minimum wage and that their voices are

heard in their workplaces. He is concerned about the heavy traffic in Chipping Norton, the parking spaces in the

Town, and activities for children. He would like the region to be a centre for tourist information and exhibitions.

5 MAY ELECTIO
Polling for District and Town, and Police Commissioner Elections takes place 

Hall, open from 7am to 10pm. Results will be posted as soon as possibl
www.chipp

West Oxfordshire District Council 
Out of 47 District Councillors Chipping Norton is represented by three. The seat being contested (by rotation)

is currently held by Geoff Saul (Labour) who won at a by-election following the death of Cllr Rob Evans.

Neil Cartwright – UKIP
Neil Cartwright, is a paint specialist in the motor industry. This passion shows in his hobbies, his classic Ford

Thunderbird, and the furniture he restores to exacting standards. In a recent conversation Neil said, ‘There is

too much central control in industry and local development. This stifles innovation and results in uncalled for

interference with the daily life of residents. I will fight to ensure the ACE Centre survives and our elderly get

the support they need. We must remove HGV's from our towns and villages as a quality of life issue, and by

leaving the EU, we will secure the future jobs our young people crave. If ever there was a time for UKIP it is

now, the only party fighting on a ‘Britain for the British’ ticket. I look forward to the support of the Chippy voters,

I will not let them down.’

Clare Percival – Conservative
I am so pleased to be standing for election as your Conservative candidate for Chipping Norton. I have lived and

worked here all my life, as have my family for many generations, and I have two children at local schools. I am

passionate about listening to residents and helping them to voice their opinions. I believe that together we can

make our community even stronger by listening, valuing and acting upon the opinions and needs of everyone. I am

particularly keen on reinstating a Youth Club in the Town and I currently work closely with the Neighbourhood

Watch Scheme to find ways to cut crime further and keep our town safe for all. Above all, I want a bright future

for Chipping Norton for both the older and younger generations and if elected, I promise to listen to your

concerns and represent your views to the very best of my ability.

Geoff Saul – Labour
Geoff lives in the heart of Chipping Norton, running a law firm providing legal services to the local community. He

was elected District Councillor in a by-election in November 2013. Over 2½ years Geoff has met many of you on

the doorstep, hearing concerns such as the need for a new local tip (It remains a disgrace that Dean Pit closed

without any replacement), a weight limit for HGVs and protection of services at ACE Centre, local bus services

and day centres for elderly. If re-elected, Geoff will continue to argue Chipping Norton’s case on these issues. Geoff

successfully argued to approve the new Aldi store – a decision settled by just one vote. Geoff has helped many

residents and organisations that have raised issue with him, especially on planning and licensing. If re-elected Geoff

will continue to listen, hold regular monthly Councillor’s Surgeries and work hard on your behalf.

Chris Tatton – Liberal Democrat
Chris has lived in West Oxfordshire for 30 years with wife Emma, and daughter Jennifer, who was educated at Chipping

Norton School. Chris has considerable local government experience, as a successful District Councillor in West

Oxfordshire for eight years. Chris is standing in this election because he feels that West Oxfordshire needs to build an

effective opposition to the ruling Conservative group. Chris says, ‘I believe that more emphasis should be given to

improve local services such as highway maintenance and campaigning to reverse the government’s cuts, including to the

UK renewable energy sector’. By voting for a Liberal Democrat candidate residents can make clear their opposition to

a central Government supported by less than 25% of the UK electorate, which is implementing drastic cuts to our

council services and the vulnerable, whilst some of the super rich are able to stash their cash in off-shore tax havens. 

Candidates are contesting District seats in other wards including Chadlington, Churchill, Charlbury, and Kingham.
Details on WODC websitewww.westoxon.gov.uk.
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ON FEATURE
in Chipping Norton on Thursday 5 May. The main polling station is the Town
e at http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/elections and on the News website at

pynews.org
Chipping Norton Town Council

This Council is elected every four years, the last time in 2015. This is a by-election for one seat after the
resignation of Cllr Richard Benfield.

Nova Bradley – Labour
Nova lives and works in Chipping Norton. She is a family lawyer running a busy local law firm with partner

Geoff Saul. She has served as governor of both Holy Trinity and Chipping Norton Schools. Nova is proud

to be part of Chippy’s business community, focused on providing not only a legal service for Chipping

Norton residents but also employment and training opportunities for young people and other residents of

the Town. Nova looks forward, if elected, to working with other town councillors to support retention and

development of business and employment opportunities for the Town. 

Claire Lasko – Green Party
A chance trip to Hook Norton over twenty years ago changed my life. I left London and made my

home in the area. My two daughters were born and brought up here, both attending Chipping Norton

School. I’ve always wanted to change the world, to make it better for everyone and my whole career

in television documentaries has been dedicated to that end. I believe in localism, I believe the Green

Party delivers the best programme and I guarantee I will give my all to the Town Council in the town

I love.

Grant Batchelor – Conservative
I am honoured to be standing as Conservative Party candidate for Town Council. I have lived in

Chipping Norton my whole life – I know the Town as someone who has grown up, worked and run a

business here and I am now raising my own young family here. Chippy is a part of me and I have the

Town’s best interests at heart. If I am lucky enough to be elected, I am keen to tackle crime within our

community and find solutions to make our town safer. Above all, I want to listen to – and represent –

you.

Jim Stanley – UKIP
I hope Mr Benfield's family and health issues are soon resolved. I ask for your vote to fill the void; we are

both supporters of the Skate Park, the Ace Centre and other services under threat by the funding cuts.

‘Lost’ bus and other services must be restored. We need houses, but we must ensure that we our local

families have the first option. In order to regain control of our local spending, we must ‘Brexit’, we must no

longer allow unelected EU bureaucrats to ride rough shod over so many decisions that impact our daily

lives.

Ben Vanheems – Independent
My wife and I moved to Chipping Norton in 2012 and immediately fell in love with the Town. Since then

we have started a family and become fully ensconced in Chippy life; we’re proud of our new home. On

arriving I became an active member of Transition Chipping Norton before joining the Neighbourhood Plan

steering group where I helped to devise the policies that will ensure Chippy retains its special character as

it grows. I promise to bring energy, passion and a fresh perspective to the Town Council. And as an

independent candidate I will fight hard for everyone’s interests.

Many other local parish councils were due for re-election but in most cases nominees are automatically elected as numbers did not exceed
seats. However an election is being held in Spelsbury, and in Over Norton the election will have to be rerun as only one nominee was received

Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner 
The PCC is responsible for making sure Thames Valley Police is an efficient and effective force. For the next four

years the Police and Crime Commissioner will hold the chief constable of Thames Valley Police to account for

how their force performs. Candidates standing are

Laetisia Carter – Labour

John Howson – Liberal Democrat

Mayormaking ceremony
The public are welcome to Chipping Norton’s annual mayormaking ceremony at 7.15pm on Monday 16 May in the upper Town

Hall. There will be a short normal Town Council meeting, then the formal event, complete with mace-bearer and the new mayoral

robes, when current Mayor Cllr Mike Tysoe and new Deputy Mayor Cllr Don Davidson should be duly elected by the Council

for the coming year and take the oath of office. A reception for councillors and guests will follow in the Lower Town Hall.

Anthony Stansfield – Conservative

Lea Trainer – UKIP
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The Theatre
Stones In His Pockets

2016 marks the 20th

anniversary of the original

play. The current

production (co-produced

by the Theatre Chipping

Norton and The Dukes,

Lancaster) is on a

whirlwind national tour

but the cast and crew had

a chance to put down

some temporary roots in Chippy, where twelve

performances were scheduled.

Directed by the Theatre’s John Terry, this two-hander

‘features’ no less than fifteen characters, both male and

female, expertly played by Conan Sweeny and Charlie de

Bromhead. They play Charlie and Jake, Irish extras drafted

in by a Hollywood film production team on location in

Ireland to give the film an ‘authentic’ feel, despite the film

stars’ inability to come close to an Irish accent. Sweeny and

Bromhead change characters at breakneck speed, once

while executing a mid-air jump during a simultaneous

lighting change. This is a real tour de force from the two

actors who seldom let up on their quick fire dialogue.

There are many laughs, yet it could be called a tragi-

comedy as the title refers to a young Irish lad who was

rejected as an extra and drowns himself with stones loaded

into his pockets. The two actors thoroughly deserved the

resounding applause accorded them at their curtain call.

Gay Holden

Delighted Dame
After appearing as the Dame in

The Theatre’s last panto Robin

Hood, Andrew Pepper is

delighted to return to debut his

brand new solo show,

Rehabilitation Project. Prisoner

Andrew Pepper, guilty of crimes

against show business, has been

selected to perform the same

song and dance extravaganza

for all eternity but never to an

audience. That is until tonight when he is suddenly presented

with a room of spectators. What will he do? Having

performed extensively on the London cabaret circuit, this is

the first theatre show that Andrew has created. Tickets on

642350 or www.chippingnortontheatre.com. For more

details of what’s on at our bijou theatre see advert on p13.

Artweeks
Over 50 artists will be exhibiting at

studios in Chipping Norton and

surrounding villages from 21 to 30 May.

Here you will find amazing original art,

ranging from printmaking to sculpture

and woodturning, all to be discovered in

some wonderful places where everyone

is most welcome to visit for free. Here is a taste of what is

to be seen in Chipping Norton itself. 

Site 351 Ceramics, Glass, Jewellery, Mixed Media, Paper,

Sculpture, Textiles, Wood. High quality work from some of

Oxfordshire Craft Guild's finest designer makers of

surprising diversity. Serving cakes, tea, coffee and introducing

a raffle for the visitors. The Town Hall 646998

www.oxcg.co.uk Wheelchair friendly, family friendly,

refreshments, parking, 11am-5pm.

Site 352 Sophie Carson. Limited

edition photographic prints with

inspiration from the garden. Sophie's

photos show the beautiful detail that

can be found in nature. Exhibiting

with The Chipping Norton Tea Set,

24 High St, Chipping Norton, next

door to The Crown and Cushion.

07732 161295 ww.sophiecarson.co.uk Family Friendly,

Refreshments, 11am-6pm.

Site 354 Jonathon Moss. My work draws

upon journeys, the interplay between

the experience and memory of places

with a hidden history. The initial stage

of my creative process is to make

video-walks, I then base my paintings

and prints on the videos – seemingly

abstract, but with a basis in the seen

world. My goal is that my pieces transcend

particular places and become spaces in which to lose

oneself. They explore the importance of quiet

contemplation in a chaotic world. 45 Spring Street, 07541

918667 www.jonathan-moss.com Family Friendly, Open

Studio, Refreshments 11am-6pm (Thu/Fri 11am-8pm, Sun

10am-4pm).
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Site 355 Martin Sanders.

Wood is tactile, it’s beautiful

and above all it’s

unpredictable. The outcome

is as exciting to me as I hope

it is to you. Over the years I

have had the good fortune

to be inspired by some great

turners, the most

remarkable of whom is the internationally renowned Melvyn

Firmager who works in Somerset. My learning started at

West Dean College and I have since relied heavily on my

mentor and good friend Paul Wilcocks, a Surrey turner of

great repute. I hope you like the pieces I am exhibiting this

year. You can be sure that you will not see them anywhere

else. Rockcliffe House 1 Rock Hill, 07879 812326 Family

Friendly, Open Studio, Demonstrations 21-22 & 28-30 May

10am-5pm.

Site 353 Melanie Wright.

Drawing, Painting. Equestrian

and landscape paintings,

drawings, portraits, working

sketchbooks display. Promotion

of painting tuition, workshops

and courses. 33 Spring Street

Contact details – 643546

www.melaniewrightartist.co.uk

melaniewrightstudio@gmail.com

21-22 & 28-30 May 12-6pm.

The County-wide Festival lasts from 7-30 May – visit website
www.artweeks.org/festival for further information

Other local events and news
ChipLitFest 2016 
Chipping Norton Literary Festival took place from 21 to 24

April. At the time of going to press, The Arts Team wish it

well and look forward to reviewing some of the events in

the June edition of the News.

The Fibre Festival
As mentioned in the April issue, British fashion icon Dame

Zandra Rhodes will be this year’s guest at The Fibreworks

Festival in Chipping Norton on 28 May. As well as visiting the

Festival she will be giving a talk about her life, inspiration and

design techniques at the Town’s theatre. The lecture will be

illustrated with models wearing some of the designer’s

distinctive work and will take place at 2pm on Saturday 28

May in The Theatre, Chipping Norton. 

Dramatic, glamorous, exotic – Zandra Rhodes has been

making waves in the world of fashion for over 40 years. Her

designs are unmistakeably bold, dynamic, colourful and

feminine and the designer herself has stamped her identity

on the international fashion world with her spectacular pink

hair, theatrical makeup and jewellery. Lesley Wildman, co-

owner of The Fibreworks, commented, ‘It’s a great privilege

to welcome Zandra to our annual Festival. In addition to the

talk, we’re planning an exhibition of her work in our studio

which we hope everyone will get a chance to visit. We are

also running several workshops in the coming months using

Zandra’s fabrics.’ Along Middle Row there will be local

makers’ stalls, refreshments and maybe sheep too,

welcoming visitors to the exhibition and shop. For tickets to

the lecture call The Theatre on 642350 or.

www.chippingnortontheatre com. More information on The

Fibre Festival and related workshops can be found at

www.thefibreworks.co.uk,on 645970 or

info@thefibreworks.co.uk.

Fiddler on the Roof
This is the month when Fiddler on the Roof finally arrives in

town. The production

presented by CHAOS

(Chipping Norton

Amateur Operatic

Society) features

popular artists who

starred in last year's

production of Carousel
and some making their

debuts. Well-known

songs include If I were a
Rich Man, Sunrise Sunset
and Matchmaker
Matchmaker. Directed by Pat Lake with Musical Direction by

Alena Saroka. 12-14 May at The Theatre. Tickets are £13.50

(£11.50 for the Saturday matinée) from the Box Office on

642350 or www.chippingnortontheatre com

Chipping Norton Choral Society
Conducted by Peter Hunt, the Society will perform Leonard

Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms, Bob Chilcott’s Songs and Cries
of London Town and Cecilia McDowall’s A Fancy of Folk Songs

Martin Hannant who plays Teyve
the Milkman in the show



May. Booking essential, non-members £33.

Both events are at Bradwell Village Hall. See

www.cotswolddfas.org.uk for further information.

Chippy Jazz and Music Festival (CJAM) 2016 
CJAM, in this its 19th year, will become a two-day event!

Look forward to live jazz music on Saturday 10 September

till late on Sunday 11 September. Note the date: a couple of

weeks earlier than usual and so hopefully a little warmer for

the outdoors music. More details in future issues of Chippy

News and on www.chippyjazz.com. 

Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure 
The Nortonians Amateur Dramatic Society sent the News this
account of their latest production:
The play, a light hearted take on

James Barry's traditional tale,

had the hero, played with

feeling by Chris Geary, and his

able assistant Dr Watson

(Andrew Pitman), thwarting

Moriaty's (David Simkin's) plan

to take away from Lucy

Matravers (Beverly Digwood)

her rightful inheritance! Sian

O’Neill had a double role: Mrs

Hudson who kept 221b Baker

Street spick and span and her

Mrs Hudson's twin sister, the

host of the play's setting, the

Dewdrop Inn near Chipping Norton. With Mee Noh Lie, a

Chinese mystic (Norah Jackson) distracting the sleuths

along the way it was an intriguing story! Elementary my dear

Watson. The appreciative audience was treated to café style

theatre, sitting at tables with refreshments served during

each performance, the evening one being a sell-out!

Congratulations to Linda Byford for her debut direction for

the Nortonians and thanks to Lorraine Stacey, the Stage

Manager, Richard Simmons for the sound and Martin Jarrett

for the lighting. If you are interested in joining this local

Amateur Dramatic Society contact Andrew Pitman (01993

830930, andrewpitman123@btinternet.com). Their next

production will be in July, featured in next month's News.
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at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Deddington Saturday

7 May 7.30pm. Tickets £12 in advance from Jaffé & Neale,

Deddington Co-op, tickets@cncs.org.uk, 01869 338586, or

from choir members. £15 on the door. Under 14s free.

Fiddlebop at The Sun Inn, Hook Norton 
On the evening

of Friday 29 April,

popular gypsy

jazz group

FiddleBop will

bring melodious

t o e - t a p p i n g

rhythms from the

dance halls of

1930s Paris to

Hook Norton's much-loved Sun Inn. Expect the Charleston

and the Black Bottom, just right for riotous dancing (as well

as energetic foot-tapping). And for post-dance gazes into the

eyes of your loved one, what better than the tender romance

of Nuages, or Night and Day? FiddleBop are a locally-based and

very successful, four-piece jazz combo who play and sing the

music of gypsy guitarist Django Reinhardt and his musical

colleague Stephane Grappelli. Their love of the music which

they play is obvious at every FiddleBop gig. Not only are they

all expert musicians (on violin, guitars and double bass): but

their music is consistently interleaved with wit, humour and

occasional excitement-fuelled bellows! See

www.fiddlebop.org for more details. 

Bledington Music Festival
A mixed programme covering the Baroque to the 20th

century, including works by famous composers such as

Beethoven and Bach and some lesser-known gems. Also

included are solo works for each instrument. 7 June: Thomas

Trotter, City of Birmingham Organist, with harpist Catrin

Finch. 8 June: ZRI (Ben Harlan: clarinet, Max Baillie: violin,

Matthew Sharp: cello, Jon Banks: accordion, Iris Pissaride:

santouri – a kind of ancient dulcimer) perform Brahms and
the Gypsy and mix the classical concert stage with tavern grit

and gypsy flair. (By the way! ZRI stands for Zum Roten Igel
which was the Red Hedgehog Tavern in Vienna where

Brahms went to hear gypsy musicians played.) 9 June: The

Marylebone Trio Jemma Bausor: oboe, Helen James: clarinet,

Alexandra Davidson: bassoon. Performances start at 7.30pm

in St Leonard’s Church. Tickets £20 (unreserved seating,

including refreshments) are available in Chipping Norton

from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop. For details call 658669 or

email enquiries@bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk

Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts Society
May Lecture Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown (1716-1783)
Landscape, Art and Dame Nature by Twigs Way. Marking the

tercentenary of his birth, this talk is illustrated with images

of Capability Brown's landscapes in paintings. Wednesday 11

May: 11am with coffee from 10.15-10.45. Non-members

welcome (suggested donation £8).

Special Interest Day: An Introduction to Modern Art by Linda

Smith who works as guide and lecturer at Tate Britain and Tate

Modern. She will explore the development of paintings from

1900 to the present covering many movements; surrealism,

abstract expressionism, pop and minimalism. Wednesday 25

Sherlock played by Chris
Geary

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Josephine Trotter 
Book Launch

(A stunning book featuring many
of her beautiful paintings)

Do join us
Friday 13th May 
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The right time in life
The Chipping Norton branch of the University of the Third

Age is part of a national organisation that was founded 25

years ago as a learning co-operative of older people sharing

their knowledge, skills and experience. The ‘Third Age’ refers

to the period in life when we

have finished full-time work and

are free to pursue our own

interests. Activities are organised

mainly in small groups that meet

regularly, often in each other’s

homes. The term ‘University’ may

be slightly misleading in that we

are an organisation that is not

only about lifelong learning but

also about fun, and exercising not

only our minds but enjoying

sports, creative and leisure

pursuits. The U3A movement is

growing all the time; it now has

over 300,000 members and more

than 900 local branches.

Approximately 50 new U3As are

started every year. 

Growing in Chipping Norton
Chippy U3A is a small and friendly branch which has about

100 members and has been established in Chippy for 16 years.

We have 17 Interest Groups, including Architecture, Bowls,

Crafts, Music, Reading, Science, Gardening, Bridge, Table Tennis,

Walking, Bookbinding, Play Reading and Shakespeare. Our

members are busy and active people – our Travel Group is

currently suspended because all its members are travelling!

We have a monthly meeting for all members, when we listen

to a guest speaker and have refreshments and time to

socialise. Speakers this year include a violin maker explaining

his craft, an Oxford professor re-evaluating Edward Heath,

and guests who will speak about medical detection dogs and

Oxfordshire’s walled gardens. Something for everyone, we

hope! We hold coffee mornings, a lunch club and always have

a very enjoyable annual lunch, timed for January, when we all

need cheering up.  We also have outings to places of interest.

This summer we are visiting Milton Manor and Madresfield

Court, two beautiful and historic houses. 

Bring yourself, ideas and interests
We would welcome new members, especially if you would

like to start a new interest group. The more subjects we can

offer, the better our U3A will be. If you are interested in

joining, please contact our

Chairman, Diamond Versi (01608

646578) or Secretary, Jo

McVicker (01608 643379) for

more information. Or why not

attend one of our monthly

meetings as a visitor? We meet at

the Methodist Hall, West Street,

on the first Wednesday of the

month (doors open 2pm for

2.30). Come and hear our

speaker, have a cup of tea and a

chat. The cost is £2 and you can attend up to three times

before making up your mind. Our

annual subscription is £15, payable in

January each year. 

Recent research has shown that

older people who are members of

organisations have more satisfying lives,

are happier and live longer. The new

ethos of U3A is ‘Learn, Laugh, Live!’ and

that is exactly what we aim to do.

The U3A – our University in Chippy
Did you know that Chipping Norton has a University? Well, it does,
but perhaps not as you might imagine it. No A*s are needed, there
are definitely no exams and everyone in it is retired! Jo McVicker

tells the story ...

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
victoria@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset

Whatever the
occasion or
celebration,
we provide
everything

you need to
make your
day extra

special

We specialise

in

weddings

christening

birthdays

&

anniversaries

Interest Groups in
action –

top: Architecture,
right: Walking
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Scouting around & about 
Beavers Woodpecker Colony: Five Beavers were invested

into Woodpecker Colony just before the Easter half-term, and

a lot of badges were handed out in recognition of the badge

work we have completed so far. With the lighter nights, we are

now moving on to My Outdoor Challenge badge and the

Camp Craft Activity badge, with the aim of attending a Camp

at the end of July. 

Cubs and Scouts At the end of term the Cubs enjoyed an

evening of 10-pin bowling in Banbury, followed by hotdogs and

chips. The Scouts, meanwhile, have been go-karting at Mr

Karting in Leamington Spa. They all thoroughly enjoyed

whizzing around the track – well done to Lenny who got the

trophy for the fastest lap. 

On 19 March many of the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts went to

their first ever wedding at St Mary’s church. What made it

doubly exciting was that it was the wedding of Amber and Jay,

Beaver and Scout leaders. As is usual with weddings there was

a bit of waiting around but all the children behaved

impeccably. When the happy couple came out of the church

there was a ‘Scouting Guard of Honour’ waiting for them!

Explorers recently spent some evening meetings on survival

skills. This included thinking about how to survive in the

jungle, up mountains and in the Arctic and learning emergency

signalling (how to summon help if your mobile won't work!)

and management of hypo and hyperthermia. They did pretty

well on the worst case scenario survival game so, I am sure

Bear Grylls would be proud of them.

Railway Club – tales of old & new
On 5 April Frank Banfield returned with more of his archive

railway films. Always acceptable, these cine films from the past

are well worth watching. He began with what claims to be the

first ever railway film, a busy Victorian station showing the

well dressed gentry arriving for the Henley Regatta. This was

followed by an entertaining American silent film of ‘The Great

Train Robbery 1903’; sheer slapstick which had everyone

laughing. The highlight of the evening was the story of

Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s rise to fame with the Great

Western Railway; beautiful scenery and all narrated by John

Betjeman, often in verse. A 1957 visit to the valleys of South

Wales covering the coal mines and the steel industry was

very emotive, and an interesting film of the early London

trams completed the evening.

New speaker David Lloyd will visit on 3 May with ‘Class

59s and other Tales’. Now, a date for your diary, on 7 June we

have another new visitor for the Club, Rose Matheson. We

look forward to meeting her as female speakers are thin on

the ground and her subject sounds very different, ‘19th

Century Railway Accidents’.

The Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway visit on

Sunday 15 May has proved very popular and we do have a full

coach, leaving the Town earlier than usual at 7.45am. 

Do come along one Tuesday evening if railways, old

and new, appeal to you. We meet on the first Tuesday of

every month except January. There’s a very warm

welcome always for new members and visitors, served

with a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits in the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Eggs & Bingo boost for Lions 
The Chipping Norton Lions would like to say a BIG thank you

for all your support with another great seasonal fundraising

effort!! The Easter Eggs and Bingo Night once again made a

significant sum (£2,000 approx) to help us help others. We

also supplied Easter Hampers to five people on their own at

Easter courtesy of a donation from a kind Co-op store

customer and the efforts of Sarah Peedell, the Community

Team Manager at the Midcounties Co-op. 

A big thank you must go the ArtYard Café, Bartholomews,

Beales, Bippity Boo, Bliss Flowers, CETA, Chipping Norton

Theatre, Chipping Norton Tea Set, Corbetts, Cotswold

Wildlife Park, Co-op Pharmacy, Crocodiles of the World,

Crown & Cushion Hotel, Forever Living, Gill & Co., Jaffé &

Neale Bookshop, Kench Butcher’s, MASH, Porcupine, The Old

Mill Coffee Shop, Tickitty Boo, West Street Newsagents, Wild

at Heart, The Blue Boar, The King’s Arms, and The Rooflight

Company who generously gave the Bingo and raffle prizes.

Appreciation must also go to the Lions who did the

background work behind these fundraisers and in particular

the Bingo prize collection and the Easter Egg status checking. 

We have on sale for £1, from now until 31 July, a quiz

relating to the Queen as she celebrates her 90th Birthday, so

if you would like one ask a Lion or see us at the Town Festival.

Anyone interested in joining us please look at our

website www.chippingnortonlionsclub.org.uk to find out

about the Lions and then get in touch with any Lions to be

invited to one of our meetings. These are held on the 2nd and

4th Tuesday at 8pm at the Crown & Cushion Hotel.

Liz Nason

Fascinating insight into frontier life
In April the History Society heard from David Ratcliffe, an

historian specialising in American history, who entertained us

with the story of the Courtauld family who emigrated to

Ohio in 1820 to live the frontier life. They failed dismally.The

inconsistency of the idealistic father, poor investments and

family squabbles did not aid their survival. Despite everything,

the more adventurous branch of the family, a little more

successful in their efforts, considered the prospects of life in

America as being better than that in England. However, they

did not persevere but succumbed to the lure of a free passage

home and jobs provided by the more affluent silk

manufacturing branch. Mr Ratcliffe used some of the

voluminous correspondence between the Courtaulds to

provide a fascinating insight into frontier life.

At our next meeting on 9 May Martin Greenwood will

explore ‘The Role of the Country Carrier’. We look forward

to seeing you at 7.30pm in the lower Methodist Hall.

Liz Whitaker

The happy couple with their ‘Guard of Honour’
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Tall Ships and beached whales
In March Chipping Norton

Yacht Club welcomed Peter

Cardy, a man born with salt

water in his veins. Peter has

been CEO of many

organisations – including

Macmillan and the MS

Society – and was onetime

Chief Executive of the

Maritime and Coastguard

Agency (responsible for

maritime law, search and rescue, safety and environmental

protection). Always fascinated by the sea, he crewed Tall Ship

races as a Sea Scout, and shared with us the exhilaration and

trepidation of skylarking to the top of the Sir Winston

Churchill’s topmast; in ‘retirement’ he organised these races.

Peter was informative and forthright in his views on the

organisations he’s led, and challenged our prejudices about

the coastguard service and the recent changes to its

organisation. The talk was rich in anecdotes of sea

experiences, including the dynamiting of a whale carcass

(reminiscent of The Italian Job quote: ‘you were only supposed

to blow the bloody doors off ’!).

Having met the man we began to understand how he

managed to steer complex and challenged organisations so

effectively. In his words: ‘since this is the only world of which

we can be certain, we should work to leave it a better place

than we found it’.

For details of meetings and to book visit cnyc.co.uk.

Roger Backhaus

Out flying with CN Air Cadets 
In February our Commanding Officer gave birth to a little girl.

We wish her and her new family all the best for 2016. 

Do our cadets fly?

The photograph shows

our cadets Kirsty Lamb

and Gemma Lydiatt

standing with Air Vice-

Marshall Andrew Turner,

taken during an AEF

Flying day at RAF Benson

in February. The Air Vice-

Marshall is responsible

for all recruitment and

training within the RAF

and Air Training Corps.

In April, with the

better weather and

lighter evenings, more

weekend activities take place. Some cadets were training for

their Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition at Little Rissington

Airfield, whilst others supported the Royal British Legion

Standard Ceremony at the Town Hall. Cadets were also

training for the Wing Athletics day, honing their air rifle skills

and getting in drill practice.

On 14 April we held an open evening for aspiring cadets.

Current cadets showcased a range of activities and explained

about being an air cadet in 136 Squadron. This was followed

the following week with our committee AGM. We would

welcome new members from the wider community to this

steering committee. If you are interested in helping support

us for one evening every other month please contact the

squadron.

We also need adult volunteers. To find out more about

becoming an adult helper or about air cadets in general,

please visit www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org. 

Helen Haine

Investment Club looking for upturn
After a volatile period on the UK stock market the new

Wychwood Investment Club based at The Swan at Ascott

under Wychwood (where a very large screen is available) is

ahead of the main indices.

Founder Chairman Paul Jackson says, ‘Considering the

“crazy” market, we have held our own. Like everyone else we

didn’t see the collapse of the oil price and the related

commodities but we also made some good investments in the

technology and pharmaceuticals markets.’

The portfolio is now well spread looking for an upturn

after the EU referendum with investments in property,

commodities (looking for a recovery?!), the challenger banks

and a new budget airline, as well as banking on more stay at

home holidays in the UK

The group, which is 13 so far, is seeking two or three new

members who are interesting in the equity markets. The

joining investment is £500 with £50 added each month. The

group meets over dinner the last Wednesday of the month.

Anyone who is either trading regularly and wants to exchange

views, or wants to start learning, is welcome to the next

meeting without any obligation to join should call Paul

Jackson – 01993 831967.

Domiciliary Care Agency
At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,

we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can

mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to

help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to

complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are

committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please 

call: 01608 648656  email: info@carecc.co.uk

or visit our website: www.carecc.co.uk

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

CQC Registered

NOW RECRUITING
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Garden visits with NOOG
After the inspiration provided by highly experienced gardener

Charles Dowding in our April meeting, when he

demonstrated the advantages of vegetable growing in raised

beds, North Oxon Organic Gardeners will be moving out of

doors. Our next gathering will be on Wednesday 4 May when

we visit the 11/2 acre garden of The Old Vicarage at Bledington.

The entry fee of £7 will cover our tour of this varied site, with

shrubs, perennials, over 300 roses, a pond and vegetable patch,

followed by refreshments. Then on Wednesday 1 June, we’ll be

heading into Oxford for an in-depth tour of the gardens of

Corpus Christi College, led by longstanding head gardener

David Leake. Do join us – outdoor meetings start at 7pm. Car

sharing can be arranged. For enquiries please contact

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Amnesty help for refugees
Last month we had an informal talk by a member of

Charlbury Refugee Action Group. Many of our members have

been kept informed of their work and helped with appeals

made by them for food, clothing and money which they direct

to the refugees in various places in Europe including Calais

where local volunteers have been delivering necessary items

directly. We all were moved to help in various ways and were

made to feel that every little helps!

Sunday 12 June is the Town Festival celebrating the

Queen's 90th birthday. We will be part of it and are beginning

to gather items for a stall which we hope will attract Festival

visitors.

Our next meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday 12 May in

Chipping Norton Lower Town Hall. All are welcome; no fee.

Call Priscilla Peace for details on 01451 830459

Kaye Freeman

UKIP Corner
Every Saturday until the Referendum our local members are

manning street stalls under the GO! banner, some weeks

promoting UKIP, and on 9 April in co-operation with the local

Vote Leave team. Whatever friction there is at management

level between the two organisations and who will be

designated as the lead campaign, on the ground, where it

matters, we all work together for the common cause.

One of the most common questions is not about the

EU at all, but about UKIP. It is Nigel Farage who has for 20

odd years campaigned hard for the Referendum, indeed

without his efforts it is unlikely that it would happen at all!

Now that we have our chance to decide on the EU, many

people are asking ‘Why UKIP, now we have the

Referendum?’ With a little thought the answer is obvious;

UKIP is the only political party that is 100% for Brexit, and

without our influence we could end up with a Norwegian

style treaty, the worst of all worlds. It is only UKIP that

can guarantee a good deal, to act as an honest broker on

behalf of the British people. This is why I would urge all

who wish to leave the EU to set aside their normal vote,

and support your local UKIP Candidates, who will fight for

your rights and ensure a fair deal for the UK, from the

Parish Council, through all the political levels to

Westminster. Rest assured UKIP are here to stay! I can be

contacted  via email UKIP.ChippingNorton@Gmail.com,

or come along for a chat any Saturday on our street stalls.

Jim Stanley

Horticultural summer trips
Chipping Norton Horticultural Association's autumn/winter

programme draws to a close on 20 April and a report of this

meeting will be included in the June edition. Four summer

trips have been arranged to Buscot House and garden;

Avebury Manor, garden and museum, Wiltshire; the garden

and nursery of our March speakers, Rob and Diane Cole,

Feckenham, and Croome Park, Worcestershire.

An advance notice – we are holding a special event on 21

September in the Town Hall at 7.30pm to celebrate 160 years

of a gardening organisation in the Town. Our guest speaker

will be Tony Russell, writer and broadcaster (formerly of

Westonbirt and a trustee of Batsford Arboretum.) ‘British

gardens through time – Victorians to the present day’ will be

his presentation – tickets on sale shortly, price £5, from the

secretary and Jaffé & Neale bookshop. Some of Tony's books

will be on sale that evening and he is happy to sign copies.

More details of trips and the special event can be found on

our website cnha.uk or from the secretary Eileen Forse on

643275.

Record numbers for Ramblers
Fifteen members were tempted into glorious Spring sunshine

for our April walk. Starting near Lyneham, the walk covered

Bruern Woods, with glimpses of the Abbey, and the Nature

Reserve of Foxholes where, undeterred by mud, we saw a

promise of the blue carpets to come. Thanks to leader, Gillian,

and other members from Lyneham, for one of their local

walks. Next time, Sunday 1 May, will be a circular walk centred

on Barford St Michael. Meet at 2pm in the New St car park

for a walk of a couple of hours. For further details contact

Heather Leonard (643691) or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk

or alternatively email jennyharrington@btinternet.com

Heather Leonard

WOWI look back on campaigning
March is always West Oxfordshire WI’s AGM. There was a

great turn out for this when reports were given and thanks

made for the past year. Elections for the committee and

President took place and then we had a presentation by the

County's Resolution Adviser and our Area Adviser on the

History of WI Resolution campaigns. We were all amazed at

the ways in which the WI has been involved in so many

national campaigns over the last 100 years. We finished the

evening with a good chat helped along with cheese and wine

April’s meeting will be the long awaited 'Evening with

Prue Leith'. More on that next month. Please come and join

us in May. Vicky Hubbard is coming to show us how to make
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memorabilia will celebrate the Queen’s 90th. New members

are always welcome to join us in the lower Town Hall at 7pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Chippy stargazers bounce into spring
With withdrawal symptoms about to set in after many cloudy

nights, CN Amateur Astronomy Group stargazers ventured

out under starlit skies and filled their boots with stardust at

the beginning of April for their first serious observing meeting

of the Spring, the meeting serving equally to celebrate the

return to our secondary field observatory. May is a

surprisingly busy CNAAG month beginning with a rare transit

of Mercury across the Sun on Monday the 9th which lasts from

11.30am until 7.30pm approx. CNAAG will be at the King’s

Stone field, Rollright Stones all day, weather permitting, and

our Spring Moon Watch 2016, again at the Rollright Stones,

will be in the late afternoon/evening of Saturday the 14th. Both

will be public events and both very much weather permitting

– full details for both events are on our website

www.cnaag.com. On Monday the 16th in the Methodist Hall

we welcome Astronomer Eric Dunford talking about Infra-
Red Astronomy from Space, with aspects of his talk covering his

time at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory and, looking into

the future, at the soon-to-be-launched James Webb Telescope

– a fascinating evening in prospect. 

CNAAG exists to illustrate that astronomy really is for

everyone and acts as a local and national focus group for

anyone with an interest in space, astronomy and the stars -

we welcome everyone to any of our meetings

Robin Smitten 07527 224411

Chippy Labour Party
On 31 March some of our members went to Milton Keynes to

meet the Labour Party Leader, Jeremy Corbyn. Well over 600

people filled the hall to hear a speech on the state of the

country, a speech which inspired those present. In the evening

some went to Oxford to hear him talk to another 600+. While

the media consistently attack him, there is no doubt that

Jeremy Corbyn is immensely popular with members.

At our April meeting we focussed on finalising the plans for

the May elections. With six Labour candidates, including

Councillor Geoff Saul contesting the District Council seat and

one of our members, Councillor Laetisia Carter, contesting

Police and Crime Commissioner, we had a hectic month.

We meet on the second Thursday of each month at The

Chequers. Non-members, supportive of Labour values, are
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professional-looking, hand tied bunches of flowers with the

chance to make one to take home! We meet on the third

Monday of the month, in St Mary's Parish Rooms, Chipping

Norton. We would be pleased to see you.

Hilary Dix 646228

Quakers’ monthly meetings
Quaker monthly meetings are held from 7.30-8.30pm in the

Lower Town Hall on the first Wednesday of each month: the

next three being on 4 May, 1 June and  6 July. Everyone is

welcome. Each meeting will include an opportunity to discuss

key issues about how we lead our lives, share our experiences

and 20-30 minutes of silent worship. We have found that we

gain so much from hearing others’ testimonies. The meetings

are free to join but we accept donations towards the cost of

hiring the room. For those wishing to experience a longer

period of silent worship then everyone is welcome to attend

any of the local meetings on Sundays at 10.30am in Charlbury,

Banbury, Sibford, Witney, Oxford or Headington. For further

details see www.quaker.org.uk/meetings

Huggable history with CNWI
At their April meeting Dr Gillian White gave Chipping Norton

Women’s Institute a fascinating presentation about the

history of the iconic teddy bear, which both entertained and

informed. Her excellent talk was complemented by a display

of members’ own, much-loved bears, a rich evocation of

childhood. 

At the next meeting on 11 May, we are to discuss the two

campaigning resolutions to go forward for debate at the

national AGM in June, and an exhibition of our Elizabethan

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for
Senior Citizens

CNAAG pictured setting up for SpringMoonWatch outside
Jaffé & Neale on 16 March
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welcome. For more information on our activities contact me,

David Heyes at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

Chadlington Flower Club
Our March meeting was a workshop entitled Easter
Celebrations and saw twenty of our members producing

a variety of floral arrangements ready to deck their

homes for Easter. 

During the

evening the Club’s

Chairperson, Ann

Anson, presented

Kaye Trollope with

the Flower Comp-

etition Cup for 2015. 

We are now

very busy planning

for the year ahead

and are especially

looking forward to

July which sees our

Emerald Anniversary.

This will be

celebrated with an

open evening in

Chipping Norton Town Hall. From September we are aiming

to become Chipping Norton Flower Club and shall be

meeting in the lower Town Hall: more information nearer the

time. We are hoping to welcome a local demonstrator to our

May meeting, call Ann Anson (683289) for further details.

Elaine Parsons

30 June 2016

Chippy Folk Club’s heavenly harmonies 
A wonderful evening of beautiful songs and tunes was enjoyed

by all last month. Amanda and Patrick did a wonderful version

of  Wayfaring Stranger and Gemma got us all joining in with I
love to go a wandering. Jane (welcome back!) gave us a song

about her amazingly-named ancestor Lucretia Washer and later

heard Solomon Oliver, a colourful chap from Stonesfield and

ancestor of newcomer Rachel. We loved the deep layers of

harmony from Verity, Ginnie, Rachel and Claire (hope we hear

more from you all!). And we fell silent at Dave’s hauntingly

beautiful rendition of Star of County Down on the dulcimer.  We

finished off with some foot–tapping blues harmonica from Bill.

Something for everyone and everyone welcome to sing, play,

recite or just listen. Next session - 8pm Blue Boar 9 May.

Rachel Chai

Friendship for the Bereaved
The Friendship Club for the Bereaved is for all ages and for

all bereaved persons whether spouse, sibling, parent or friend.

All are welcome. We continue to meet at our new location,

the Masonic Hall, Over Norton Road, Chipping Norton on

the last Saturday of the month (the week before if it is a Bank

Holiday weekend), from 1.30-3.30pm, with tea/coffee & cakes,

and occasional speakers. We also have events such as a fish &

chip lunch, strawberries and cream with scones, a Christmas

party, and coach trips. We are not a serious morbid group, but

enjoy ourselves and have a laugh. But we are also there to talk

should anyone need to do so. I would like to thank Sainsbury’s

for all the support they have given us. 

Patricia Smith  678456

30 June 2016

30 June 2016

Kaye being presented with the Flower
Competition Cup for 2015



then Royal Latin School 28 points to 7 in the Final. Captain

Stan Norman went up to receive the trophy in front of the

delighted parents. The boys now head to Bristol for their final

match of the season on 21 April. 

Battle of the Bands: On 16 March, eight bands took part in

the annual Battle of the Bands, competing to win the chance

to perform at the Cornbury Festival in July. The music ranged

from Ed Sheeran to Nirvana, from Blackstreet to Wolf Alice,

and the standard was ‘the best ever’  according to lead judge

Hugh Phillimore. Year 8 band ‘Myst’, who came third, were

described as sheer brilliance’, and the joint winners were

‘Cactus and the Lilac Sky’, and ‘Wavey Hills (pictured). We

look forward to their performances in the summer. The jazz

band began the evening, and the event was rounded off by

Dolly Parton and Motorhead, proving that our Science and

English departments know how to rock! 

Schoolympics: Schoolympics at Chipping Norton School is

one of our biggest events, with approximately 480 Year 2 & 3

pupils coming along to take part over two festivals. The event

is run by Year 12 Sports Leaders, who spend weeks planning

their workshops. 

As schools arrived they were split into European countries,

giving them an opportunity to meet other children from

different schools. The Year 12s then took their group off and

started to get to know them by teaching them a chant. The

pupils really enjoyed the opportunity to shout out their team

chant, and making the noise level go up dramatically. 

The Year 12 Leaders led the pupils through various

athletic activities such as speed bounce, throwing and catching

games and obstacle courses. They finished with a range of

alternative activities including parachute and sleeping lions.

This festival takes a lot of planning and hard work, and

everyone involved spends a lot of time working towards it.

Congratulations to everyone, you have all worked very hard.

Chipping Norton School
Sport Relief 2016: On 18 March, the Student Council held

a fundraising day for Sport Relief, with a variety of money-

making events. Students arrived at School decked out in Non

School Uniform,

with people

dressing up as

their favourite

spor tsperson.

We had tennis

players such as

Laura Robson to

boxers such as

Mike Tyson. As

well as the Non

School Uniform,

the School

Council also organised fundraising events such as `Sponge a

Teacher’ and Sport Relief face painting. ‘Sponge a Teacher’

proved particularly popular at lunchtime, with Mr Duffy

getting particularly drenched. All in all the School raised

£1655 from the event to give to this very worthy charity that

helps disadvantaged people all over the world.

Year 8 Enterprise Activity: On 18 March all Year 8’s were

off timetable

for the

annual ‘Duck

Game’ where

they were

divided into

groups and

had to set up

and run a

b u s i n e s s

making and

selling ducks.

They had

great fun and were highly competitive. Many students

demonstrated huge entrepreneurial skills and prizes were

awarded to the best team, sales person, CEOs, and Finance

Managers. 

Sports News: Congratulations to all the students who ran

the gauntlet at

Carterton’s re-

nowned cross

country course.

A big round of

applause must go

to the U14 Boys’

team who

finished in 3rd, 4th,

5th and 10th

places which

crowned them

District team champions. They will now go through to the

County Finals. 

On 17 March the Year 9 rugby team went to the Sibford

Sevens event. After narrow losses in their first two matches

they then went on an unbeaten run to finish the tournament

as winners of the plate competition for the second year in a

row. They beat Warwick 35 points to 7 in the Semi Final and
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Easter Labyrinth: As part of the RE curriculum, the KS2

children enjoyed

a visit to St

Mary’s Church in

Chipping Norton

for an inter-active

re-telling of the

Easter story.

During their visit,

the children

visited several

stations, set up

inside the

Church, including:

The Last Supper;

Judas’ Betrayal; The

Garden of

Gethsemane; Jesus’

Arrest; Peter’s

Betrayal and Jesus’

Death, Resurrection

and Ascension. It

was a truly

wonderful, reflective

experience. 

Partnership Dance Festival: On the 9 March, Year One

children took part in this Dance Festival run by the GCSE and

A level students at Chipping Norton School. The dances were

based on the picture book Commotion in the Ocean by Giles

Andrae.

West Oxfordshire Gymnastics: On 14 March, our Key

Stage 1 Gym

Club went to

Carterton for

the West

Ox fo rd sh i re

G y m n a s t i c s

Competit ion.

They were all

brilliant and

came an amaz-

ing second.

Well done to

you all!

Sports Relief: Well done, everyone! You did it! You

ran a WACKY mile in a onesie or red clothing for

Sport Relief. The effort and determination to run that

mile was clearly evident. Children and staff alike really

entered into the spirit of the event and raised an

amazing £270. Thank you!

Singing Workshop: Our Year 5 children joined forces with

the Year 5 pupils from our Partnership Schools for a Singing

Workshop afternoon, culminating in a performance at

Chipping Norton School. Everything was performed from
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memory and involved different groups singing different

parts for many of the songs. The pieces ranged from Beauty
and the Beast to Mamma Mia. The joint force of 100 boys

and girls singing with such tremendous enthusiasm was an

amazing sound, and the sheer joy of singing was tangible

throughout the performance. We would like to pass on our

grateful thanks to the many parents who were able to come

along to hear the children sing.

Percussion Workshop: On 16 March, Year 4 & Year 5

children visited the Centre for Music in Oxford to attend a

Percussion Workshop. The children participated in group

exercises, and enjoyed performances from international

musicians Rachel Xi Zhang, Laurent Warnier and John Traill.

Several stepped into the role of the conductor! Harry, Joe and

Iona proudly conducted over 100 children playing percussion

instruments.  Well done to all the pupils – you were a credit

to our school.

Down on the
Farm: Reception

Class and Year 2 had

an amazing

afternoon watching

the lambing at

Goffe’s Farm

recently. They were

lucky enough to see

two lambs being

born. The farmer

showed them

how baby

lambs are

tagged and

n u m b e r e d .

They also saw

some cows,

and chickens

and got the

chance to

stroke the

horses.  Thank

you very much

to John, Andy and Tom who showed the children round the

farm.

Schoolympics: On 25 March, Years 2 & 3 took part in the

Schoolympics event organised by the Chipping Norton

School Leaders. As the schools arrived, they were split into

European countries, giving them the opportunity to meet

children from other schools. Congratulations to everyone

who participated and big thank you to Mrs Woolley for

organising us!

Creative Arts Concert: We had a successful music,

speech and drama concert, with great performances from

individual pupils, groups and choirs. Many thanks to all the

parents who came to support, and to Mrs Jenkins for

organising such a fabulous morning. The school hall roof was

raised with such beautiful sounds – well done to all our

wonderful performers!
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St Mary’s Primary 
Easter Service: Headteacher, Yvonne Stallwood Barnes reports:
I thoroughly enjoyed joining the children at St Mary’s church

this week to attend the Easter Labyrinth. The children

travelled through each stage of the Easter story. The retelling

came alive with visual and tactile experiences. We are

delighted to have been part of the Easter celebrations and

thank everyone involved who worked so hard to ensure a

greater understanding for the children. 

The school also held its own Easter service in school this year.

The Service centered on the theme of the Lenten Cross, an

idea taken from the Methodist Church. During the last few

weeks we have been adding symbols to a cross which has

been created from the remains of a Christmas tree. Each

symbol added, represented a stage of the Easter story. On the

final day of term, during readings and hymns, the symbols were

removed in order and the bare tree was decorated with

spring flowers as a sign of new life. Each Foundation Stage

child added one flower until the cross was adorned in a mass

of spring colours. 

French Breakfast (Le petit déjeuner): The children ate a

wonderful French

breakfast in the

School hall. They

had to order in

French with

choices including

croissants, pains au

chocolat brioches

and pains aux

raisins. Kaya said,

‘My favourite part

of my breakfast was when I drank my hot chocolate from the

bowl, like they do in France.’ The children enjoyed this lovely

treat and thanks to the adults who helped. 

Sports Relief: Throughout the end of

the spring term the pupils of St Mary’s

school could be seen wearing the grey

and red wrist bands of the ‘Sport Relief’

charity. Charlie and Angel, from the

School Council, explained, ‘We had 200

wrist bands and we sold out within two

weeks.’ Children also paid £1 to dress as

their favourite sport personality. There

was a huge variety from swimming to

horse riding. One of our youngest

pupils, Honour Nolan, dressed as her

uncle who lost his legs in Afghanistan

and is about to represent Great Britain at the 2016

Paralympics in Rio. The final amount raised was the grand sum

of £245. 

Writing Competition: Wychwoods Estate Agents, who

have recently extended their offices here in Chipping Norton,

asked the children to write short stories following on from

our visit from local author John Chapman on World Book

Day. They were so amazed at the response that they awarded

winners and runners up from each Key Stage. Well done to all

those who took part. (See also article p7)

Orchestra: St Mary’s is proud to host its own orchestra and

during the last week of term the staff and parents were

treated to a performance to celebrate the developing skills of

the children involved. The Orchestra was delighted to

welcome some new members this term and everyone is

enjoying the ensemble experience. They have been working

very hard learning the new repertoire for the Spring Concert.

We are pleased to be able to offer this provision in

partnership with the OCC Music Service and welcome any

child from partnership schools to come and join us. Further

details are available from the School.

Year 2 and 3
Olympics: What

great pleasure we

had when we

went to Chipping

Norton School

for our Olympics,

Madeline reported.
‘I was in Holland

and we won! Our

cheer was, ‘We

are Holland, We

are the best, we are better than the rest…. Go Holland.’ We

were all given medals and got a shiny silver trophy. I was very

proud of myself when I took the gold medal home. 
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Middle Barton Primary 
Over the last

fortnight we have

been busy entering

children for classes

of the Chipping

Norton Music

Festival (Junior

Choirs, recorders,

brass, strings, Y5

presentation and

Speech/drama) and

have been delighted to receive so many highly commended

certificates across the School. We were particularly thrilled

that our Y4 Speech and drama group (pictured above) were

selected as a highlight of the Festival to perform their poem

The King’s Breakfast at the final concert of the Festival on 19

March, to great applause.

Other wonderful highlights over the last few weeks have

included our whole school Easter assembly on 24 March, with

a range of poetry, prayers, art work and music.

On 16 March our school was buzzing with Science

activities and experiments. One class was testing how

dexterous astronauts have to be by undertaking activities

such as doing a jigsaw or making a lego model and then

undertaking the same activity but with gloves or ovengloves

on. It was much harder!

On 11 March we promoted our Global Learning with a

Fairtrade assembly for parents and governors. The children in

Y5/6 baked cakes and biscuits using Fairtrade products and

did a presentation for us. We have now received a Fairtrade

award for our school, ‘Fair share’ – wonderful news! 

Kingham Primary 
Year 3/4 Production: Madame Pamplemousse and her
Incredible Edibles ‘Incroyable!’ ’Magnifique!’ ‘Merveilleux!’These

are just a few well-chosen words to describe the
performance. All the costumes and face paints looked
fabulous and it really helped us to become the characters –
evil, funny or good! We really loved singing ‘Happy’. In fact it
was a …’Wonderful show, Marvellous show, Glorious show’
and the food was too! We wanted to perform it all over again.
Year 4 (shared writing)

West Oxfordshire Key Steps Gymnastics competition: Our

team of gymnasts had to perform a floor routine and vault on

their own in front of two very highly qualified judges from

British Gymnastics. Y2 team were placed 2nd, Y3/4 team placed

3rd and the Y5/6 team put in a sterling performance at the

end of the day to ensure the School finished 3rd overall. 

Cross-Country County Championships: From the

regional qualifiers, our Year 3-4 girls’ team and Joe in Year 6

had qualified to run on a course comprising undulating terrain,

muddy bogs and narrow forest tracks. The girls’ race was first

and the whole team finished in the top half of the field which

was a fantastic result. Joe managed to secure 3rd place,

earning himself a medal! 

Acorns Primary 
Manor Adventure Residential: Shipston and Acorns pupils

went on the

residential trip

to Manor

Adventure in

Powys, Wales

together. Over

the three days

they spent away

from home the

children experienced every type of weather except fog!

We arrived at the Abernant Lake Hotel in torrential rain

and pupils were soon participating in their first activity and

over the three days were always active in numerous physically

and mentally demanding challenges such as the zip wire,

abseiling, a blind trail, fencing and an obstacle course. Children

learnt how to canoe and kayak on the lake. Some children

found out the water was much colder than they anticipated!

We updated parents and carers (and the world!) with photos

posted on Twitter (http://twitter.com/acornshead) and

uploaded a video of the day’s events each night to the ‘News

in Pictures’ page of the school website.

World Book Day: Staff and pupils looked fabulous as they

dressed as book characters and authors to celebrate World

Book Day, a little earlier than the rest of the world. We
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couldn’t have Harry Potter and The Gruffalo kayaking and

flying down the zip wire at Manor Adventure, so the whole

school celebrated together on 1 March. It was great to see

such a wonderful range of books represented. 

Chipping Norton Pre-School
This term we've all

welcomed the milder

weather and have started

enjoying the Spring and all it

brings. The children have

enjoyed looking at daffodils

and learning all about them.

We placed some that were in

bud into a vase and then

watched them for the next few days as they opened into

beautiful daffodils, which the children then drew. They also had

a fantastic time getting crafty making Mother’s Day presents

and Easter cards.

All of us at Pre-School, including the staff, have been

learning a new exercise routine, starting off with three simple

actions, and gradually building it up introducing more to the

sequence. This has become a much loved part of the day, with

many of the children enjoying it so much that they are doing

the routine at home!

Story time has also been fun with the children taking part,

especially with ‘Give that Back Jack’ and ‘Little Rabbit Foo Foo’

which they all know and love. They had fun re-enacting the

story of ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. We were amazed at

how well the children remembered their lines and acted out

the play. We have some stars in the making!

Our website is a great way to keep up to date with what

we have going on: www.cnpreschool.co.uk 

Kingham Hill School
CCF Inspection: Captain S J
Terry, Contingent Commander,
Kingham Hill School Combined
Cadet Force reports:
On the afternoon of the 22

March our Combined Cadet

Force had an informal

inspection to keep us practised

for our official biennial

inspection due next year.

There were a good mix of

parents (with forces parents in

service dress), governors, senior

school staff and our representative from our sponsor

regiment, the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. Our reviewing

officer was Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Oxfordshire,

Tim Stevenson Esq, OBE, DL.  As this year’s Lord-Lieutenant’s

cadet is our own Sgt Elizabeth Copsey, he was eager to visit

us in his official capacity.

The cadets manning the guard of honour were

immaculately turned out in barrack dress and the guests

witnessed a variety of stands throughout the afternoon as an

insight into what we do: Duke of Edinburgh, Skill at Arms

(weapons training), TIWAF (Training in Woods and Forests) to

name but a few, topped off by a section attack demonstration

using blank ammunition. The finish was the final parade where

speeches were made and prizes and promotions given out by

the Lord-Lieutenant to well deserving cadets. I’m extremely

proud of the performance of the contingent and have no

reservations about our official inspection next year where

our performance and proficiency will be judged by a

representative from 11 Infantry Brigade.

Our next Open Day is 7 May – contact the School for

further details. 

Sibford School 
Inspirational speakers: Two inspirational individuals have

been sharing their

experiences with pupils

at Sibford School. Nurse

Anne Watts has worked

in some of the world’s

most dangerous war

zones: she helped victims

of the Khmer Rouge in

Cambodia; was in

Lebanon during the

Israeli occupation of the

early 80s; and worked in

Saudi Arabia during the

Gulf War. Sophie Hills, age 14, said, ‘Anne was very engaging

and inspiring. It was great that she was able to share her

story.’ Meanwhile, former professional golfer John Hoskison,

visited Sibford to speak to Sixth Form students about ‘Risks

and Consequences’. John enjoyed a successful career that

included leading England in the European Team

Championships. However, in 1994, he shattered his idyllic life

when he accepted a drink before driving. On his journey

home he hit and killed a cyclist and was sentenced to three

years in prison. Hannah Wildwood, 18, said, ‘John was

extraordinary. He told us how grateful he was to the widow

of his victim. She forgave him and made him feel he had a right

to be in the community again. John has since tried to make up

for what happened by speaking to over 80,000 young people

about the dangers of taking unnecessary risks.’

Open events: Whole School Open Morning on 29 April.

Open Afternoon on 4 May, focusing on provision for pupils

aged 3 to 7. For further information, call Admissions Officer,

Elspeth Dyer, on 01295 781203.

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Nurse Anne Watts is pictured with
Sibford pupils Finlay Bates and

India Harwood
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Christian Aid Week 2016
This year Christian Aid Week is 15-21 May. The money raised

makes a huge difference to our global neighbours, such as

Feroza from Bangladesh. Her home had been swept away by

floods seven times. Money from Christian Aid helped her to

raise her home on an earth plinth, giving her a safe place to

rebuild, keep livestock and grow essential crops without

worrying it will be washed away. It also meant Feroza could

buy a cow, a goat, chickens and seeds along with a composting

wormery, so that she has an income, long-term. Christian Aid

helps anyone, whatever beliefs they hold. Christian Aid

supporters will be collecting door to door, holding coffee

mornings and serving teas at Chastleton House. We cannot

cover all the roads in town and the area around – volunteers

welcome! Any size of donation is welcome – it all adds up.

Please contact me on 643344 if you can help  during the week.

Fiona Rossington

Old school friends

This is a photo from Chipping Norton School. I am trying to

find out which year it was, and if any former classmates would

want to get in touch for a reunion. I am Helen Macklin, née

Hicks, on the front front row, 5th from the left. I can be

contacted via The News – details opposite.

Helen Macklin

Tribute to son saves father’s life
29 February 2016 will be a day the Willoughby and Weller

family will not forget. Was it fate that Mr Roy Willoughby

was at Chipping Norton Health Centre that Monday

morning, when he suffered a heart attack? The doctors and

a paramedic, who was there at the time, tried to revive him,

but without a defibrillator, which was then used to shock

him, he would not be here now. The strange thing is, Roy’s

son Ian died suddenly in January 2000, after which his family

and friends helped to raise money for the very defibrillator

that was used to save Roy’s life! Who would have thought 16

years later it would save his father.

Mrs Marie Willoughby
Chauvinistic shop service
I would like to add my voice to those of the many other

women who have complained about being treated in such a

male chauvinistic manner by Beales. Today I felt sure I would

find there underwear for men, and I did. There is one wall

covered with Y-fronts and other styles, all for men. It is

impossible to understand why there is not one item of

underwear for women. I have seen a statement from whoever

is in charge, who condescendingly told the women of

Chipping Norton that they could quite easily buy their

brassieres and other underwear directly from Bournemouth

via the Internet. This person clearly knows nothing about

these items, particularly brassieres, which have to be tried on

and measured. Not everyone has the Internet. Also, Beales is

the only store for women in Chipping Norton; the alternative

is to sit on a bus for an hour to reach Banbury or Oxford and

then another hour to return. Those who run a car also can

add petrol and parking fees to the cost of a bra', which can

make a difference. Previously we could walk to and from

Beales to find the item of our choice.This seems to me to be

down only to Male Chauvinism. What logic can there be to

stocking underwear for men and none for women? Is there

any possibility of our voices being listened to? 

Maureen Ross

Poor post collection times
Whoever had the bright idea to make my nearby post box

collection at 9am, then no more until the next day at 9am? If

you happen to miss the 9am collection, your letter has to sit

there till whenever it is collected the next day. Walking in to

town from The Leys, Webb Crescent and Dunstan Avenue is

inconvenient to post one letter. Surely a 5pm collection would

be a lot better and easier. It would probably be better for the

whole town area as well. Something needs to be done about it.

Keith Clandfield

Katharine House thanks
A very big thank you to all those who donated raffle and

tombola prizes and sponsorship for our annual coffee

morning. Your generosity helped to raise £629 for the

Hospice.Thank you to all those who helped on the day.

Cicely Maunder

Bike ride donation 
Thank you for publishing it, but we made a slight mistake in the

last issue about my son's charity elliptigo ride to London. The

correct texting donation code is 70070, ie text GTMP99 £5 to

70070. Grant would like to thank those who used his Justgiving

page to donate (www.justgiving.com/a-long-way-up/), helping

him towards his goal of £3000 for the Epilepsy Society. He is

now planning his next fundraiser, a climbing wall challenge.

Andrew Phillips Tebb

Cemetery Clear Up thanks
My thanks to the 12 volunteers who turned up on Saturday

19 March when the weather was kind and a good amount of

cutting back and tidying was achieved. Once again we are very

grateful for Peta Simmonds’ refreshments.The next Clear Up

session will be on Saturday 1 October.

Cllr Martin Jarratt, Chairmxan Cemetery Committee
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Chipping Norton News Club 

June  deadline: Friday 13 MayEditorial Team for this edition: Richard Averill, Judy Buckingham,
Alison Huitt, Linda Rand, Keith Ruddle & Jill Thorley.
Section contacts: Arts - Gay Holden (643635), Blog - Pat Moral
(www.chippynews.org), Business - Chris Hogan (646395), Sports -
Graham Beacham (810047), Schools - Clare Davison (642373)
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Judy Buckingham, Clare Davison, Harriet Fender, Kaye Freeman, Sue Hadland,
Chris Hogan, Gay Holden, Alison Huitt, Lindsay Johnstone, Gillian Lowe, Jo
McVicker, Patricia Moral, David Megson, Roger Sinclair, Linda Rand, Keith Ruddle
& others where stated.

Production & proof-reading: Jill Thorley (643219), Judy Buckingham,
Lindsay Johnstone, Liz Leaper, Jo McVicker & Deborah Webb

Distribution: Jill Thorley (643219) Judy Buckingham, Rolie Clarke, Judy
Donegan & Kaye Freeman 

Advertising & Club Treasurer: Terry Kitchin (645502) 

Printers: KMS Litho (738005)
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reserves the right to edit or cut depending on space available. While taking every care
to check accuracy we cannot take reponsibility for errors which might occur.
Opinions expressed in contributions are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
The News does not endorse or accept liability for any products or services provided
by advertisers. The News is published monthly (except January and August) by the
Chipping Norton News Club which is voluntary and non profit-making.

Final copy should be sent to Chipping Norton News,
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Rolie Clarke 63 New Street, Chipping Norton OX7 5LL.  

Advertising and Sponsorship
The Chipping Norton News, with a circulation of over 2000, welcomes financial support
from local businesses. For information about advertising (from £30 for an eighth of a
page) please contact Terry Kitchin (645502).

The Chipping Norton News is printed on FSC approved paper

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Tel: 01608 643219           Email: chippymail@aol.com
Twitter: www.twitter.com/chippynews  Blog: www.chippynews.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/chippynews

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY

Herbert Rutter Simms 1891-1916
Local resident and former Baptist minister Gerald

Forse has reminded the News that this month marks

the centenary of the death of local war hero pilot

Herbert Rutter Simms, killed in action over Belgium

in May 1916. Simms was born in the town in 1891, to

a family of watch makers and member of the Baptist

Church. From a young age Simms was a keen model

maker: on one occasion he made a bicycle-powered

biplane which failed to take off when he rode it at

speed down Over Norton Road. From amateur

model making, he went into a career in planes. He

left home in 1910 to become an apprentice at A V

Roe’s aircraft factory in Manchester, where he helped to build and fly planes. He

qualified as a pilot in July 1912, aged 21. He was soon appointed Chief Pilot

Instructor when the Avro school moved to Shoreham. He married, and later was

among the foreign nationals who joined the Greek Naval Flying Corps. 

When World War One broke out, Simms was granted a commission as a pilot

in the royal Naval Air Service, the fledgling RAF. At the end of November 1915 he

was put on active service. He flew two sorties a day patrolling and covering

fighting patrols over Ostend

and Nieuport. In May 1916, he

took off to attack a German

torpedo boat which was

patrolling off the coast of

Ostend. He was intercepted by

two enemy sea planes and shot

down. 

Simm’s body was

recovered and brought back to

Chipping Norton, where he

was buried with full military

and naval honours in the

Baptist Church. He is

remembered, along with the other men who were killed in the Great War, on the

church war memorial.

WWI battles remembered
On 31 May we will be holding a short

vigil at the Town war memorial to mark

the 100th anniversary of the Battle of

Jutland, the only major naval

engagement with the Germans in World

War One. Two men from Chipping

Norton lost their lives during the battle.

A wreath will be laid between port and

starboard navigation lights, lit by candles,

at 8.30pm.

We will also be marking the 100th

anniversary of The Battle of The Somme

on 1 July. Details of this event will be

announced later.

Whilst we appreciate that there is a

lot going on about the First World War

and people may be tired of hearing about

it, we feel that the Centenary will be the

‘Last parade’ for the men and women

who died in the conflict. Whilst their

sacrifices will not be forgotten, these

individual commemorations of battles

and those who died in them, will not

happen again. 

To ensure the memory lives on, we

are extending the information displayed

on the local RBL branch  website,

www.chippingnortonbritishlegion.com to

include the fallen of surrounding towns

and villages and adding information from

recently released war diaries. We hope

that interest in the past raises the profile

of the great work the Legion does for

today's Armed Forces community.

Steve Kingsford, Royal British Legion
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New look for Lido Café
The Lido Café’s famous

cheesy chips are back on

the menu by popular

demand! As the pool

opened for the summer on

21 April, the Café also re-

opened. And this year it is

under new management,

with an in-house team lead

by Jacky taking over the

catering. The menu is

‘simple, carefully sourced

and well delivered, aiming

to suit all pockets’ says

Trustee Claire Jarvis. So

what is there to whet

swimmers’ appetites?

Beadle’s quality, local bacon and burgers, fish fingers and

Winstones Cotswold Ice Cream for the ravenous; the ever

popular delicious cheesy chips, ideal for sharing; as well as

Cotswold Coffee Co lattés and cappuccinos with fresh

homemade cakes daily for the discerning. The Café will be

open most of the hours that the pool is open, including for

Sunday morning breakfasts of sizzling bacon baps and

steaming coffee for early session adult swimmers. As well as

occasional barbeque events, a pop-up pizza van will be visiting.

The Lido Café will also cater for private pool hire events. 

Train as a Lifeguard 
Chippy Lido is offering the opportunity to gain the National

Pool Lifeguard Qualification. The 5-day course will run Tuesday

5 to Saturday 9 July, perfectly timed for post-GCSE and post-

A2 students to gain a nationally recognised RLSS qualification.

This very portable qualification opens up the opportunity to

work as a lifeguard in swimming pools across the country,

during this and

future summers

(subject to training

renewal every two

years), so the fee

should be a good

investment. You

could work closer to

home too, by joining

the dedicated team

of lifeguards at

Chippy Lido this

summer. ‘We like to

employ lifeguards

who have trained on our own course, as an outdoor pool

poses particular challenges’ says Trustee Claire Jarvis. ‘So, if

people qualifying would like to work with us, their chances are

pretty good.’ But the offer is not only open to young students.

Working hours can also suit parents of school-age children

and older people too. To find out more, contact Manager Liz

Cooke on 643188 or visit www.chippylido.co.uk.

LOCAL NEWS

DIARY

Summer at the Lido
The Lido at Chipping Norton, open for the summer, has a terrific open air heated pool, café, and large picnic area.

Check it all out at www.chippylido.co.uk for pool opening times and prices.

April (News out on Monday 25 April)
30th Methodist Spring Fayre 10-1 ~ stalls and lunches.

May 
1st Great Rollright Yard Sale 10-2 see p7

Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details  p26

2nd Teas on the Green Churchill 2-4pm see p9

3rd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24

4th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Bruno Guastalla - Can

Wood Sing? Violin Making in Oxford - see p23

N Oxon Organic Gardeners visit to Bledington see p26

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see p27

5th Town & District Council & Police Commissioner
ELECTIONS see ps 18-19

7th NCT Table Top Sale 10am-noon  Town Hall see p13

Shopping & Pampering from 8pm in Churchill

Village Hall in aid of Rafiki Thabo Foundation see p14

8th Blossom Day at the Community Orchard noon-3pm

see p11

9th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p24

Folk Club 8pm at the Blue Boar - see p28

11th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Christian Aid

CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall see p27

Lawrence Home Nursing Team AGM 7.30 Town

Hall see p11

12-14 Fiddler on the Roof CHAOS at The Theatre see p21

12th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town - see p26

13th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE
14th The Lady in the Van in Churchill - 7.30 details p4

16th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rms – see p26

CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall - see

p27

19th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall Sarah Haden -

Yoga for all ages.

21-30 Artweeks in N Oxfordshire - see p20

21st Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

28th The Fibre Festival see p21

Transition Chipping Norton e-Bike Launch 10am-

1pm Co-op car park - see p10

29th Transition Chipping Norton Wild Food Foraging Walk

3-5pm meet Town Hall steps - see p10

31st Royal British Legion Vigil to mark the Battle of Jutland

8.30pm at the War Memorial see p35

June (News out on Tuesday 31 May)
1st U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Martin Holmes - Edward

Heath:  A Reputation Revised?  see p23

N Oxon Organic Gardeners visit to Oxford see p26

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see p27

4th Chadlington Beer Festival noon-11pm see p12

Rumble in the Cotswolds Town Hall see p13

5th Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p26

Above: Lido swimmers celebrate the
prospect of cheesy chips! Right: This
year’s team of Lido lifeguards with

Scott Birnie from Kingham Hill
School and Liz Cooke, Lido Manager

Photo: Gary Creese
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