
A big hello to all summer visitors to our
wonderful working Cotswolds market town

Come & enjoy ourTown
The EU referendum is over, and the
football is nearly! It’s time to enjoy July &
August, and Chipping Norton is a great
place, for residents and visitors alike, to
get out and explore – or simply to rest
and put your feet up … and a special
hello to all our visitors from around the
world.

What’s on this Summer
This double-month colour summer
edition has a host of pictures of the
Town’s own Festival and celebration of
the Queen’s birthday. And in the centre
spread there are lots of suggestions of
things to do:

• In & around town – Lido, town trail
and more

• Out in the countryside – walks,
cycling, treasure hunts

• Houses and open gardens to visit

• Trips on buses and trains

• All the fetes, festivals and fun

Have a great summer! The News team
have a month off, so look out for the next
Chippy News at the end ofAugust.

A Chippy Welcome

News in this issue
• Waitrose on the way? – rumours of the upmarket

foodstore eyeing up the London Road site

• Use or lose our buses – timetable for the new Town
Shuttle & good news about the X8 and X9

• Heythrop Hunt hounds to leave? Kennels site up for
development

• Remembering Jutland – Chippy’s involvement in
WWI sea battle remembered

• Emma’s legacy – support for young people continues

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters

July/August 2016 50pIssue 389

Cheers Chippy!
Locals toast the Queen (and the Town!) at

the successful Town Festival in June

use them or lose them!Town buses
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V3 Town Bus – try it yourself
Chipping Norton’s
very own round-town
bus – The Good
Neighbour Shuttle is
fully up and running to
take people from one
end of town to the
other. You can use it
for doing the
shopping, going to the
hospital or GP
surgery and more. It’s
big and red and has V3
CHIPPY SHUTTLE on
the windscreen. There
is a timetable (see
opposite) and you can
stand at a bus stop or

just stick out your hand, it will stop ... safely. It’s free to bus
pass holders, £1/journey for others. Local resident and BBC
Radio Oxford’s Kat Orman cut the ribbon at the launch and
has been promoting the bus on her show with interviews
with drivers and supporters.

Gordon Brown, a volunteer driver who took the lead in
organising the volunteer-run service, has support from Rotary,
local businesses and, most importantly, around 15 volunteer
drivers. They need as many volunteers as possible to cover
the half day shifts. He told the News they had a slow start as
people take time to find out about the service but added,
‘when you consider we stop at the Co-op 16 times a day, I’m
sure people will want to use it. Be kind to the drivers, they
have given up half of their day to service you.’ See below for
a view from one driver.

Bus drivers wanted!
The Town Shuttle bus still needs more volunteer drivers. The
Newsteam’s Chris Hogan has volunteered for a regular shift and
here he describes his training session:

The sun was
shining when the
Chippy Shuttle
Bus drew up, a
seasoned driver
from The Villager
arriving to train
me and three
other intrepid
drivers – Denise,
Bob and Jacques.
Being a grown-
up mini-bus,
rather than a
down-sized bus,
it's not hard to drive at all. It's just like a rental van, only better
because all-round visibility is so good. Avoiding the kerb on
left turns takes a little while to get used to – you have to let
the front hang out a fair way before you whip the wheel
round. There's power steering and a surprising amount of
lock, which helps turning round, but the route has been
designed to include an easy turning point up at Owen
Mumford. It's great fun and so far I've managed to do it

without hanging out of the window shouting ‘garn, you could
gerra bus through there!’ which is something of a
disappointment. The four of us all passed with flying colours
and at the moment we're doing one three or four hour shift
a week. If we can double the number of drivers we can move
to one shift a fortnight, so if you're over 25, come and have a
go!

WODC: all change at the top
Cllr James Mills has replaced Sir
Barry Norton as Leader of West
Oxfordshire District Council and
announced new Cabinet positions.
In a press release, Cllr Mills sets
out his top five priorities as
Leader. Here they are with some
brief comments on their
importance to Chipping Norton.

Priority 1 – ‘Completing and implementing the Local
Plan’. This is long-delayed and overdue. The Town still has no
up-to-date official housing allocation and speculative
developers continue to submit potentially inappropriate sites.
The large housing numbers at Tank Farm need confirming fast,
along with plans for better infrastructure. 

Priority 2 – ‘Maintaining free parking in West
Oxfordshire’. No one would want to object, but Chippy is
pretty full. The Co-op has increased parking, but Cattlemarket
has gone and cars cruise around the Town Centre & New St
in frustration. What is WODC doing about more parking
places – especially with more visitors and residents? 

Priority 3 – ‘Obtaining good value for leisure activities
and waste collecting and recycling contracts’. Top of
Chippy’s list continues to be a new recycling centre to replace
the long-lost Dean Tip and avoid both a 40-mile round trip
and flytipping in our car parks. 

Priority 4 – ‘Working to create as near 100% superfast
broadband coverage as possible’. Most of the Town
already has this available (via BT’s Better Broadband) – the
real problem in Chippy is the continued appalling mobile
phone reception with most if not all operators. 

V3 Chippy Shuttle bus Timetable

Fully trained, Chris takes the wheel!
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Priority 5 – ‘Continuing the development of the 2020
Vision programme on shared services’. WODC have
been sharing services with Cotswolds District. What will
happen now in the confusion over the future of our local
authorities, with any full merger with Cotswolds no longer
being considered?

Whatever happens, residents want good access and
response to all services. Cllr Mills seems to agree, saying he
would be ‘putting the residents of West Oxfordshire first and
foremost because WODC is working on their behalf ’. Maybe
a trip could be arranged for our new Leader to come and
address our Town Council and Chippy residents. 

Emma’s Legacy
After 10 successful years, local charity Emma’s Trust, set up in
memory of Chippy student Emma Curtis-Smith, is closing,
with mixed emotions for trustees, friends and supporters.
Emma’s legacy will continue in our community for many years.
The spectacular Summer Festival last September saw the

charity achieve its aim ‘to go out with a bang’! The musical
finale will be remembered for years to come. 

Trustee Gary Creese wrote, ‘Our family and friends will,
of course, hold Emma’s memory dear forever, but the
thousands of young lives the Trust has encouraged in the last
ten years will undoubtedly carry her legacy forward. In May
the Trustees handed out its final awards to local youngsters,
helping them pursue sport or performing arts. From the
remaining funds £10,000 was given to support a two-year
scheme of education projects at The Theatre. Emma loved
taking part in performances and teaching dance at the
Theatre. It’s a jewel in Chippy’s crown which is very close to
our aims and aspirations as a charity. A legacy contribution
will also go towards The Lido refurbishment scheme, a special
and much loved amenity where Emma learnt to swim and
became a lifeguard. The Trust has also donated to Chipping
Norton School and The Cotswold School, making a fund
available to offer an annual ‘Emma’s Trust Award’ to the most
deserved pupil. We are so incredibly proud of what has been
achieved in the last ten years supporting local young people
and projects which Emma would have loved. In total Emma’s
Trust has given away over £130,000, making a difference to
over 11,000 young people’s lives. We have no doubt Emma is
incredibly proud of what our small community has helped us

achieve in her name. We would like to thank everyone who
helped us along the way.’

Waitrose rumours 
There are stories circulating around town again of
supermarket operator interest in the Parker Knoll site. This
time it is Waitrose who, rumour has it, have bought the option
on the land from Sainsbury’s. The News has been unable to
confirm whether these rumours have any foundation because
of commercial confidentiality. The upmarket food store
operator, Waitrose, announced some five years ago that it
intended to expand into high streets and market towns in the
south east with their ‘Little Waitrose’ brand of smaller 10-
15,000 sq.ft shops. Sainsbury’s were refused planning
permission to develop the Parker Knoll site for a 30,000 sq.ft
out of centre superstore in March 2012 but have held onto the
site since. However, now that 600 or more homes are planned
for this end of town, accessed off London Road, West
Oxfordshire’s emerging draft Local Plan specifically requires
the provision of a local centre, including retail, to serve this
proposed development. In this event, no doubt West
Oxfordshire will be keen to ensure that, whatever retail
development goes ahead in the future, it is of scale to serve
local needs only and that there is no scope for later expansion
by stealth that would undermine town centre trading.

The Red Lion roars on
Fancy a summer pizza? Or drink in Chippy on
a new sunny patio? The Town’s smallest pub,
The Red Lion at the top of Cattle Market, has
recently re-opened after a brisk refurbishment,
and is looking forward to welcoming locals and
visitors who fancy some fun in the sun over
the summer. The pub is jointly managed by
Michael Luney and Caitlin Davison (pictured

with a couple of the regulars) who told the visiting Newsteam
about the makeover. The outside drinking terrace has been
improved with new patio tables and a newly surfaced Aunt Sally
‘pitch’ – why not have a go or join the two teams who play on
Thursdays? There’s also a new outdoor patio bar and pizza
oven ready for action. Indoors, there is space for regular darts,
with the league team playing on Tuesdays. Plus the Sky TV is up
and running ready for Euro-Championship football, Wimbledon
and the Olympics. Pop in for some of this, a friendly chat, maybe
a pie, crisps and of course a pint of Hooky Pale Ale for only
£3.20. With the Blue Boar closed for a major facelift, the Red
Lion could be up for converting a few locals over to a new cosy
and welcoming home.

Theatre Director John Terry, Take Part Director Anne Gill and
members of the Youth Theatre pictured accepting the Emma’s

Trust cheque from Maggi Creese (Emma’s Mum)
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Fond farewell at ‘The Blue’

It was the end of an era at the Blue Boar,  one of the favourite
pubs for locals right in the middle of Chipping Norton. At the
beginning of June, Mike and Sarah Wilkes said farewell as they
are retiring, after around 30 busy and enjoyable years serving
locals and visitors. They held a party for friends on a warm
Sunday 5 June, with the pub, as ever, looking bright and
cheerful in the sun at the end of the High Street. Many thanks
to both Mike and Sarah for their hard work and hospitality to
the Town over many years. 

The Blue Boar has been bought by Young’s Brewery, which
started in 1831, was based for many years in Wandsworth and,
famed for its real ale, it is still an independent company. They
say they are a pure ‘pub’ company and have grown profitably
investing gradually in new properties. As of last September,
they had 248 pubs, of which 192 were owned freeholds.
Young’s told the News that The Blue Boar will undergo an
extensive refurbishment this summer, reopening late 2016. It
will serve fresh, seasonal, British food sourced from around
the South East of England, alongside a range of local beers
from Purity Brewery. Incoming Chief Executive of Young’s,
Patrick Dardis, said, ‘We’re excited for the refurbishment of
The Blue Boar and are positive that customers will love the
changes that will be made.’ More news in due course, but if
anyone would like to try one of Young’s nearby pubs go to The
Bell in Stow (www.thebellatstow.com) or the King’s Arms in
Oxford opposite the Sheldonian.

Villages join HGV protests
Chipping Norton’s disgruntlement with the heavy through-
town HGV traffic is obviously shared by many other local
communities. One of our main roads – the A361 – looms
large already in the top 10 most dangerous roads in Britain,
especially the stretch from Banbury to Chippy, which is being
used increasingly by 40-tonne HGVs avoiding traffic jams on
the A40 and A34 north of Oxford. In June, residents in South
Newington, where narrow roads have caused many accidents,
held a packed Village Hall meeting and were visited by
Oxfordshire County Council leader Ian Hudspeth and his
senior transport planner. Yet again ideas such as weight
restrictions and bypasses were discussed, but with many
obstacles raised. The HGVs then trundle on the A361 through
Chippy to Burford and Swindon. Burford protesters are trying
to see if they can use a 7.5 tonne ‘environmental’ weight
restriction. OCC ‘have promised to evaluate’ all these ideas.
Last month the News reported, in the case of Chipping

Civic Service
Chipping Norton’s Civic Service will be held at St Mary’s
Church on Sunday 17 July. The Mayor and other Councillors
will attend the morning service, which is an opportunity to
pray for, and pay thanks to, all those who contribute to the life
of the Town through civic and community service.  

X8 & X9: use it or lose it!
At least 50 bus services out of 118 previously supported by
Oxfordshire County Council are to close down, now that the
whole £3.7m subsidy has been withdrawn. Bus operators have
all now announced whether they will run services ‘fully
commercially’ from the end of July. Most at risk in Chipping
Norton were the X8 (Chippy to Kingham station) and X9
(Chippy to Witney). But operator Pulhams has decided to try
and continue – with the X8 (12 services on weekdays) and X9
(9 weekdays and 6 Saturday). Boss Andy Pulham says that
OCC are helping in that scholar passes for school users will
help fill a gap. He said, ‘We will review the services in
December but hopefully if well used they will remain
sustainable.’ Chipping Norton District Councillor Geoff Saul
told the News, ‘I am pleased that Pulhams appear to be making
a real effort. Everyone should be encouraged to use these
services’.

On other buses affecting Chipping Norton, Stagecoach
has decided to keep full services for the 488 (Banbury) and S3
(Oxford) buses, in spite of losing subsidies for village routes
and Sunday services. On the downside, the 811 Chippy-
Cheltenham service is stopping entirely, as are the 213/5
circular town buses in Witney. The Villager services (V12, etc.)
are hoping to continue with some amendments and route
changes.

As with the recent community initiative for the Chipping
Norton Good Neighbour Shuttle bus, it may be up to local
activists to solve our own public transport problems! Cllr
Geoff Saul said that West Oxfordshire Community Transport
Group is being set up to support local bus services and
potentially run replacements for any lost (such as the Witney
circular routes). Chippy resident Margaret Burden, part of the
Group, said, ‘As a regular bus user I am absolutely delighted so
many of our bus routes look to have been reprieved. I am
particularly pleased that Pulhams have decided to keep both
the X8 and X9 routes going and would like to thank them. I
frequently go up to London and generally do the journey
door to door in 2.5 hours via the X8, so to have lost it would
have been so disappointing. Many people in the villages also
rely on the buses. We must now make sure that by
December, sufficient numbers of people are using it so that
they can continue to run it.’ Those interested can contact
Margaret on 646744 or email: mburden@btinternet.com.
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Norton’s own traffic woes (with the A44 as well through
town), that OCC are planning a new ‘Transport Scheme
Options Generation Study’ – promising to ‘look creatively’ at
ideas, after over 10 years of failure to act on pollution and
heavy traffic.

Churchill Car Show success
A brilliant sunny day (at last!) on 5 June saw a record of over
4,000 visitors and 575 exhibitors appearing at Churchill’s 14th

Vintage and Classic Car Show. A range of vehicles was on
display including Morgans, Rolls Royces, Jensen Interceptors,
Triumphs, MGs, the odd Ford Cortina, Zodiac and Consul, and
much more. There was even a category for elderly tractors
and, somehow, the record breaking local ‘shed on wheels’
found a place. The sunshine saw long queues for beer and ice

cream, provided by
some very hard
working volunteers.
Many thanks to that
army of organizers,
gate entry and
traffic marshals, tea
and cake
merchants, and
more. This year
after all the costs,
donations to the
smaller fundraising
groups and
charities that
helped, and a

reserve towards the next show,
£12,000 was left to be divided
between the main beneficiaries,
the Lawrence Home Nursing
Team, The Theatre Chipping
Norton and Sue Ryder.  

There were, amongst a
terrifically varied array of
vehicles, some wonderful classic
camper vans on show. Sophie
Carson and Graham Snowdon
from Chippy are pictured in ‘Jess’,
their 1963 VW van. Sophie’s
parents drove Jess half way across the world in 1964, including
through Middle Eastern countries that are now impassable, to
a new life in New Zealand, where Sophie was born. Sophie
and Graham rescued the van and brought it back to Chippy
last year. So watch out for this well travelled van around our
streets!

Skydiving for charity
Rafiki Thabo Foundation, a charity based near Chipping
Norton teamed up with Experience Chipping Norton and
Nicholson’s Garden Design for a record breaking
simultaneous skydiving attempt. Seven brave locals
volunteered. The idea was for more than 300 divers to jump
for the charity of their choice at eight airfields across the UK
on 11 June. Bad weather meant they didn’t quite break the
record for the highest number of tandem skydives in a 24-
hour period. However well over the target of £1000 was
raised to support disadvantaged children and young people in

Africa. The idea of a Chipping Norton team taking part came
from ECN. Organiser Janet Hayes said the Foundation, which
supports education projects in Kenya, Uganda and Lesotho
asked people to raise £395 in sponsorship money in order to
jump for free. In turn, the charity received an average
donation of £145. More information can be found at:
www.rafiki-foundation.org.uk

Hounds hunt for new home?

It looks like the end could be near for Chipping Norton as
home for the Heythrop Hunt hounds. Agents Savills of
Oxford, on behalf of the Kennels’ owner, have submitted a
planning application to build houses on their current home
site in Kennels Lane along the Worcester Road. The plan is for
change of use to six residential units, three car ports and
garden rooms. The design statement also includes office
accommodation or ‘work space’ above the car ports.
Chipping Norton Town Council, at their May meeting, seemed
to be positive about this idea, although it is unclear whether
this will provide much employment or be mainly another
housing development in Chippy in an attractive and
potentially valuable site. The applicants are keen for West
Oxfordshire District Council to consider that housing is
appropriate and point out again that WODC need housing
sites and are yet to have an agreed and up to date five-year
housing land supply (the much delayed Local Plan is still
outstanding). It appears the Hunt is looking to move out of
town to another location – nothing has been finalised officially
although Kiddington has been mentioned. This could mean the
end of the traditional Boxing Day sight of horses and hounds
trotting into Chippy up New Street as they would have to be
‘trucked in’ for the occasion.

The Hospital Friends fight on
At a lively AGM held on 29 May, members of the League of
Friends of Chipping Norton War Memorial Community were
unanimous in their support of the Hospital Action Group in
their endeavours to fight for the status of our Hospital and
for the level of care provided by the nurses employed by the
NHS. It is no surprise to learn that the Orders of St John are
finding it difficult to recruit suitably qualified nurses to service
our Intermediate Care beds. Much anger was expressed at
the reduction in the services now provided, since the NHS
ceased to run the beds. On a more positive note, we were
happy to welcome Barry and Karen Mulhearn who presented
cheques to the League of Friends gifted from the passing of
Barry’s mum, Margaret. We were also pleased to learn of the
continuing success of the Day Hospital, with the outpatient
clinics increasing, and the League of Friends was very pleased
to be able to make a donation of £4,470 to pay for a new
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Endoscope for the ENT clinic. Another success story has
been the First Aid Unit (FAU) with targets met and
outstripped – more than 200 patients per month. The League
of Friends is pleased to be able to support this in any way and
is happy to learn that the FAU is with us until March 2017 and
possibly a further five years hence. As the provision of
healthcare changes within our community, the League of
Friends will be looking very carefully in the future to make
sure that we are supporting services which are ‘free at the
point of use’ as provided by a National Health Service.

Jo Graves (Chair League of Friends)

Muddy Stiletto winners!
Chipping Norton’s newly opened The Tea Set Café in the High

Street has won the final of the Muddy Stiletto best café
awards for 2016 in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. The
café, complete with its fashionably eclectic china and delicious
cakes and pretty pavement tables, has been doing a roaring
trade since its spring opening. Also in the Muddy Stiletto
awards, Chipping Norton Theatre won best theatre against
some stiff competition (including the Oxford Playhouse!). The
Albion Gallery in High Street won best gallery. Ross and Ross
Foods made it to the final as a local food supplier.

Katharine House news
News for the summer for Katharine House Hospice
supporters includes the annual Festival of Open Gardens
with many local gardens open (see centre pages or KHH
website for dates and places). Ball Colegrave in West
Adderbury are holding their annual public open evening on
Wednesday 20 July 4-8pm; Peter Seabrook, Gardening Editor
of The Sun newspaper will be answering questions. There will
be craft stands, along with some musical entertainment and
plant stalls; why not,take a picnic? Admission £3. Broughton
Castle Sportive, the annual cycling event is on 10 July. See
www.broughtoncastlesportive.co.uk. Singing for the
Somme, an evening of music to commemorate the 100 year
anniversary of the WW1 battle, will be held at 7pm on 8 July
at The Institute, Adderbury. Tickets from The Bell Inn
(Adderbury) or email singingforthesomme@gmail.com.
Volunteers for Katharine House – The Hospice is
supported by over 400 volunteers, helping out as gardeners,
fundraising volunteers, receptionists and administration
volunteers, ward clerks, catering staff, shop staff including in
Chipping Norton, car and minibus drivers, and village

champions. To volunteer your time and skills contact Andy
Springall, Volunteer Coordinator, on 01295 811 866, or email
volunteering@khh.org.uk

… and tea with Vegtotable

The team from Vegtotable, who have their shop in the
Hitchman’s Mews alley off West Street, are holding a tea and
cake event in aid of Katharine House Hospice on Saturday 30
July between 10 and 2. Please go and support them and make
a donation to the Hospice. The shop, which supplies only
locally grown and sourced vegetables and fruit, had a busy stall
showing off their wares at the Town Festival in June. 

Oddfellows upset at Rock Hill
Residents of Rock Hill are up in arms about plans to build
new homes on the site of former allotments. The Oddfellows
(or, to give them their full title, the Trustees of North
Gloucestershire District Lodge of the Independent Order of
Oddfellows) have submitted a planning application for two 4-
bedroomed detached and two 3-bedroomed semi-detached
houses for sale on land that the Society owns off Rock Hill.
Existing parking for tenants of Oddfellow’s homes on Rock
Hill will remain, but the former allotments area will be built
on. Over 20 neighbours have written to WODC to object,
mainly about extra traffic generated, causing danger to
pedestrians on this route with no footway, often used by
schoolchildren, already clogged with parked cars. The Highway
Authority say new homes would generate a similar number of
car trips as did the former allotments and did not object. But
local people say allotments users lived locally and walked
there. 

The Town Council offered no objection. Mayor Mike
Tysoe told the News, ‘When the Council considered the
application in May no objections had been registered with
either WODC or CNTC – the first objection was only on 21
May. But if residents are very concerned, they should go and
speak at WODC’s meeting and consider getting Cllr Geoff
Saul on their side as well.’ The Oddfellows is a branch-based
Friendly Society, with no political or religious affiliation,
established 200 years ago. They offer 280,000 members
advice, benefits, welfare, and friendship in the form of coffee
mornings, supper clubs and trips. It owns and rents homes on
Rock Hill and Albion Street, but the proposed houses are to
be for sale. The planning agent told the News that, ‘Against the
background of the Oddfellows' legal obligation to prudently
manage their assets, a planning application has been made to

The Albion Gallery and Tea Set teams pictured celebrating at
the Muddy Stiletto Awards

Paul Wilkinson Photography

The Vegtotable stall at the Town Festival 
‘
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develop an area of non-income producing land. In the event of
planning consent being obtained, the land will be sold.’

Top award for Chippy’s Kat
Chippy's own Radio Oxford
broadcaster Kat Orman has
won a prestigious global award
in the New York Festival’s
World's Best Radio Programs.
She was judged the world's
best for a Human Interest
Story in a competition
spanning 30 countries. The
story was about Ann in her 50s
who has been living in her car

since last October, unable to find a deposit for a flat in Oxford
and not meeting the criteria for council accommodation. She
is an end of life carer and is fearful for her safety as she sleeps
in her car at night in the city's car parks. Ann is on a zero
hours contract so money is clearly tight and unpredictable
and she reached out to Radio Oxford for help. Kat
interviewed her both on the radio and TV to highlight her
plight and raise awareness of the growing problem of
homelessness in Oxford. Kat was the only British finalist in
Human Interest and when she reached that dizzy height she
thought she'd won but couldn't believe it when the global
award actually came through. She told the News ‘After 21
years in radio it was the best feeling. Because of the cuts
there's a new wave of homelessness. Ann's just one of many.
That bothers me a lot’. The Award was formally announced on
21 June in New York and Kat is hoping to be there in person

to collect her glittering gold trophy. Well done to Kat for her
achievement and for publicising the challenge of homelessness
which is clearly affecting the lives of an increasing number of
vulnerable people in Oxfordshire.

The old Hospital – a sad case
Chipping Norton’s former War Memorial Hospital is still lying
unused. The NHS Trust sold the hospital three years ago to St
Charles’ Homes for £1.5m. The private developer obtained
planning permission for 14 homes, but immediately put the
site up for sale for £2m. Having failed to attract a buyer in two
and a half years, and with the planning permission due to
expire at the end of the year, the site was put up for auction
on 26 May with Alsopp Auctioneers. It again failed to attract
its guide price of £1.9m, so there is still no early prospect of
improving the unsightly and derelict site.

John Keely’s violin on show
The News reported the death last year of John Keely, cousin

of former Mayor John Grantham. John Keely had been a
skilled carpenter also working at Parker Knoll. He lived for
over 50 years in Walterbush Road. He enjoyed making violins
in the Stradivarius style and spent many years trying to
replicate the polishing technique. His violins gained some
reputation and many years ago he appeared on the Wilfred
Pickles TV show where the Leader of the Orchestra, David
McCallum, played his violin. Now one of his violins is on
display at the Oxfordshire Museum at Woodstock in their
new exhibition ‘Oxfordshire in 50 objects’. The exhibition
celebrates 50 years of the Oxfordshire Museum Service and
features objects chosen by a wide range of community and
special interest groups. Keely’s violin was chosen by members
of the Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra who loved the
craftsmanship and the personal story behind the object. One
member of the orchestra carefully played the instrument and
a short recording is also available in the exhibition. The
exhibition runs until 11 September.

Friends of the Town Hall
Some time back, a campaign to raise urgent funds for repairs
to Chipping Norton Town Hall saw around £18,000 donated
by generous local people, handed over to the Town Council.
The initiative was led by a small group of enthusiasts including
the late Mayors Gina Burrows and Rob Evans. The campaign
closed some time back but apparently a small number of
donors, who had generously set up bank Standing Orders, had
left these instructions running and a small amount of money
has been added to the mainly empty and dormant bank
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the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month. They explore a wide
range of writing: fact to fiction, poetry and screenplay. For more
details contact david@word-right.co.uk or 02392 503742.

Spot Dermot cycling into town
TV celebrity-
spotters may well
know Dermot
Murnaghan, past
presenter of
BBC2’s Eggheads
and a seasoned
news presenter on
BBC, Independent
Television and Sky.
He famously broke
the news of the
death of Diana,
Princess of Wales
to viewers on ITV. Dermot lives in London but occasionally
can be spotted in Chippy after cycling all the way from home
to come and visit his Mum who lives off New Street in the
centre of town. Dermot is a big Arsenal Football Club
supporter as well as a cycling enthusiast. Say ‘Hi’ if he passes. 

Diary Date – Barn Dance
Barn Dance enthusiasts should put Saturday 15 October at
7.30pm in the diary. The Friends of St Mary’s Church are
holding another Barn Dance in Chipping Norton Town Hall
after the great success of the last one!

account. Two people contacted the News and the Town Clerk
to check on this. The News understands that the remaining
Trustees of FROTH are now meeting to discuss donating the
small sum to the Council for continued upkeep of the Town
Hall or refunding the money to contributing members. For
any queries, please contact either Geoff Saul (648020) or
Vince Murphy (641041). Of course, the Town Council, which
was delighted with the previous FROTH support, will no
doubt welcome any similar future initiatives.

Changing views in Chippy
The new Premier Inn
is rapidly taking shape
along the end of
Spring Street in
Chipping Norton. The
site clearance, which
knocked down the old
Ambulance Station a
few months ago,
opened up a
wonderful view over
to St Mary’s Church
tower. Reader Carole

Henderson sent some pictures – including the one here with,
in the forefront, an old abandoned wooden building,
subsequently also demolished. Hopefully the view will remain,
as most of the space will be used for a car park for local
residents.

Until last year there was also a good view of the other
side of St Mary’s Church tower from the recreation ground
down New Street. Now, with the new houses on the old
Penhurst site, the view (pictured above) is a little diminished.

Writing the First World War
Are you published or aspiring to write non-fiction about any
aspect of the First World War? If so, you may like to join a
writing workshop ‘The First World War’ at Oxfordshire
Museum, Woodstock, but hurry – it takes place on Saturday 2
July. For details of this and other courses at Oxford Brookes go
to: http://history.brookes.ac.uk/Studying/Short-Courses/. This
workshop, run by Oxford Brookes University, will be led by
three outstanding professionals and is timed to commemorate
the centenary of both the Somme and Fromelles. The
workshop focuses on the practical know-how that’s needed to
shape up a First World War idea into a publishable piece.

Aspiring writers can also sign up to Adult Creative Writing
at Chipping Norton Theatre. For more details and booking,
which is essential, contact the Box Office on 649102.
Alternatively get in touch with WOW, West Oxfordshire
Writers’ Group, which meets informally at The Chequers on
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Sally’s cooking up a treat
‘Have you herd what’s going on?’
Lots of Chippy News readers
might well have sampled the
culinary delights provided by
Sally Brown of Brown Cow
Kitchens and Events when she
ran the Café at the Lido for four
seasons (and had a very
complimentary write up about
her tarts in The Telegraph!). Now,
having had additional kitchen
premises built on at home (with
a 5-star hygiene rating), Sally is
working from her ‘home office’
on West Street. As well as
continuing to cater for private
events she has set up a service

offering a range of delicious home-cooked meals and cakes
that can be pre-ordered and collected to suit (or local
delivery can be arranged for a small additional charge). Sally
told the News, ‘I am really excited about this, as I know how
everyone appreciates not having to rustle something up when
you have better things to do. This offers the perfect solution
for those times when you are too busy/been away, feeling
done in or want to organise a thoughtful gift for someone in
need of support’. Sally can be contacted on 641015 or via
www.browncowevents.com.

Screen by the Green
Summer movies at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall include:
on Saturday 9 July – 45 Years – a compelling drama of lost love
and missed opportunity. Based on an enigmatic short story by
David Constantine, it portrays how an ageing husband, Tom
Courtenay, receives a letter telling him that the body of a
previous girlfriend has been found perfectly preserved in the
ice of the Alps where she fell 50 years ago. This news gets a
predictably chilly reception from his wife, Charlotte Rampling.
This is a supremely intelligent and contemplative film with
two actors at the top their game. Friday 12 August – Bridge of
Spies – a film and supper evening. Join us at The Chequers at

6pm for a special £20 film menu – main course before the film
and dessert after – booking essential – more details to follow!
Bridge of Spies is an exciting thriller starring the inimitable Tom
Hanks and the charismatic Mark Rylance as the Soviet spy
sent back into the cold. An unpredictable combination of
courtroom drama and espionage thriller – unmissable.

Summer with Lawrence Team
Anyone for Cricket? Two supporters of the Lawrence Home

Nursing Team are
organizing Cricket
Days at Sandford St
Martin Cricket Club.
The first, organized
by Gemma Tindsley,
is on Sunday 10 July
from midday in
memory of her
brother, Dave Busby
and Jane Phillips
MBE, one of the
Team’s nurses who
cared for Dave.
Tickets are £2
available at the
Cricket Club.
Activities include;
face painting, bouncy
castle, tea and cake

stall, children’s tombola and grand raffle with fantastic prizes
including a Soho Farmhouse hamper, afternoon tea at The Tea
Set, two tickets for Friday’s Feastival, two tickets to Gifford’s
Circus and Sunday lunch for two at The Crown in Church
Enstone. Raffle tickets from Kingham and Enstone Village
Shops. 

The second
Cricket Day is on
Sunday 4
September from
2pm, also at
Sandford St
Martin Cricket
Club, in memory
of Judy Barrow’s husband, John. The Team are delighted that
Charlie Ross from Flog It! will be umpiring the second innings.
Raffle prizes include two test match tickets at Lords, a
Cowshed Hamper, an Apple TV and a £200 voucher for
Popham Hairdressing, Oxford. More details on
www.lawrencehomenursing.org. 

Wild Thyme Restaurant in Chipping Norton is taking part
in our Restaurant Scheme during July and August. A £1
voluntary contribution at the end of your meal goes to the
Charity. Please telephone 645060 to reserve your table. Chef
Nick Pullen, has been voted into the finals of ‘Chef of the Year’
at the Cotswold Food and Drinks Awards 2016 on 25 July. The
Team wishes him luck. Don’t miss out on forthcoming
fundraising events, join the  mailing list via
www.lawrencehomenursing.org . You will be among the first
to receive information on exclusive events including a voncert
featuring Alison Moyet at Merriscourt, Sarsden on Saturday,
29 October. For more information call 684475.

Verity Fifer

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
victoria@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset

Whatever the
occasion or
celebration,
we provide
everything
you need to
make your
day extra
special

We specialise

in

weddings

christening

birthdays

&

anniversaries
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Start on affordable homes 
The big housing
development now
called ‘Cotswold
Gate’, up off the
Burford Road, is well
under way. Last
month a start was
made on the 91
homes in the
development that
are designated
‘affordable’. Devel-
oper Stonewater is
working with West
Oxfordshire District Council and contractors Bellway Homes
on the project, which will provide a mix of 25 homes for low-
cost shared ownership and 66 homes for affordable rent. It
will include one- and two-bedroom flats and also two-, three-
and four-bedroom family homes with private gardens and
parking. The development, which is a short walk from the local
primary school and the town centre, will see its first homes
completed in October 2016 and 13 of the ‘affordable’ supply
should be finished by early 2017. Buyers of the shared
ownership homes will be able to purchase 40 to 70 per cent
of the property initially, with the option to own 100 per cent
over time. First-time buyers living or working in the Chipping
Norton area will be given priority on these homes.

TCN’s Transport of Delight 
Transition Chipp-
ing Norton aim to
get everyone
involved in caring
for the
environment, and
have a whole
range of activities
to attract people
of all ages. At the
Town Festival they
showed off their
latest initiative –
electric bikes. No
longer should
Chippy’s hills be

such a huge challenge when you can whizz up and down on
these state of the art Compass Bikes. Based in the Co-op car
park the bikes are available 24/7 and come with pre-charged
batteries, helmets and panniers. They are free to borrow if you
formally join TCN. Joining is easy – just a written declaration
supporting the aims of TCN and a one off payment of £1 –
then you can book the e-bikes via
TransitionChippingNorton@gmail.com or the Hook Norton
Low Carbon website, which has more details of the e-bike
scheme.

If transport is not your thing, growing and foraging for
food may grab your attention. TCN supports a community
allotment on the William Fowler Allotment site and is always
looking for people who want to help to cultivate and harvest
there. Chadlington Kitchen Garden on the Gray House site is

beginning to take shape. More info at
ChadlingtonKitchenGarden@gmail.com. There have been
two Wild Food Foraging expeditions this Spring, with two
more to follow in the diary: Sunday 24 July and Sunday 28
August, both from 3-5pm; meet at the Town Hall steps.
Examples of foraged foods were on show at the Town Festival,
plus a chance to make your own flowerpot and sow some
seeds. The ‘edimentals’ – attractive perennial plants to grow in
your garden which are good to eat and take care of
themselves, aroused great interest.

In order to run the Compass Bikes scheme a formal TCN
constitution and membership is required and a proposed
constitution based on a Charity Commission template is
being worked on. TCN welcomes contact with anyone who
supports their aims and activities, and will continue with its
wider campaigning work as well as its practical local schemes.

Decade of dentistry
Dr Claire Hudson,
who runs Cotswold
Dental Wellness up on
Chipping Norton’s
Cromwell Business
Park on Banbury
Road, has just been
celebrating a decade
of dentistry. It’s also
the fifth anniversary of
her move to the larger and lighter premises. ‘I am amazed it’s
been ten years,’ Claire told the News, ‘it certainly doesn’t feel
that long! I am very proud of what I have achieved. If you look
at the practice now and what we are able to provide and how
far we have come it’s quite amazing. I have brought in digital
dentistry, so there’s no more gunge with crowns, bridges and
implant work, and Invisalign means that even for clear braces
there are no impressions.’ Claire has complemented her skills
by adding a sedation dentist, an implant dentist and a
periodontal specialist. The practice is becoming a centre of
excellence where local dentists can refer difficult cases, so
patients don’t have to travel to Oxford or Birmingham for
advanced care. The latest introduction is an endodontist, Mo
Dabb, an expert in tricky root canal work. Recently a new
hygienist, Becky Aston, has arrived and Karine Sisson has moved
from reception to train as a dental nurse. ‘I think what sets my
practice apart and gives me great pride, is my caring team and
our attentive approach,’ said Claire. ‘We now provide free taxis
to those within Chipping Norton who are unable to drive,
particularly popular as we are up a rather long hill!’

Superfast cable laying
Most Chipping Norton residents and businesses already have
access to superfast broadband but many outlying villages do
not. Cotswolds Broadband, a local supplier, is working in West
Oxfordshire to offer superfast broadband to the 12 per cent
of properties not covered. Demonstration installations were
staged recently on the Daylesford Estate to test technology
capable of installing high-speed broadband cables with the
minimum of disruption to roads, drives and gardens. Work to
roll it out is starting with ITS Technology Group contracted
to do the installations. 

For further information phone 01993 861615/861616 or
email: communications@westoxon.gov.uk.

Arthur Gott and Chris Montague from
Stonewater with Scott Webb, Bellway’s

Site Manager

Foraged food and ‘edimentals’ on display
at the Transition Chipping Norton stall at

the Town Festival
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Many happy returns, Rosie B!
After a frantic six-week total
refurbishment of her new premises on
New Street, Rosie B has returned to
Chippy after exactly two years, which
was when she decided to pour her
efforts into her other interior décor

shop, in Stow. But
the pull to return
seems to have
been too strong to
resist, and she now
manages both with
the help, in Chippy,
of Sam and Sarah.
Not only is the
shop full of
charming unique
items with, as
Rosie says, ‘a big
dollop of vintage’,
but there is a
courtyard at the back teeming with curiosities which make
one want to linger. Her ethos veers towards the quirky with
goods a far cry from the mass-produced. In what is surely a
treasure trove for people looking for something different,
Rosie B’s Chippy fans in particular will be welcoming her back
to town.

The Lido’s the place to be!
The popular Lido in Chipping Norton is halfway through this
2016 season and (hopefully!) ready for a sunny summer
holiday period. The Lido is run by the community for the
community and the voluntary trustees want to put on public
record their immense thanks to all those who make The
Lido’s operation possible. First, thanks go to the users,
whether Season Ticket holders or good-weather day
swimmers. But it wouldn’t be open without those
hardworking volunteers, either taking difficult decisions, or
fundraising to keep it going, while keeping admission prices
realistic. The biggest unsung heroes are those vital staff
members working from early morning to late evening to
ensure we can all swim, steam, shower and change in a safe,
clean and pleasant environment. Thanks to fabulous manager,
Liz, her lifeguards, cashiers and, of course, Jackie, who has
taken the in-house Café to the next level this season.

In June, support at the Town Festival (with our tombola
teddies) raised £125. The Solstice Sunset Swim was great;
there’ll be another one Saturday in July. A few reminders:
there are still some spaces on our NPLQ course for new
lifeguards, which runs 5-9 July July, and the annual children’s
swimming lessons in the first four weeks of the summer hols.
Our regular activities are Synchro for All every Monday 7.30-
8.30pm, and junior water polo 7-8pm on Sundays. Finally, don’t
forget The Lido is a fantastic venue holding your event,
available evenings and the Saturday morning slot, ideal for
children’s parties. Further details at www.chippylido.co.uk’
Also see facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter @ChippyLido, or
contact The Lido directly about joining Lottery, the
Committee, Friends or how to donate: info@chippylido.co.uk

Claire Williamson

The Saga of the Path ...
The status of the footpath between the Aldi store on Banbury
Road in Chipping Norton and the Hospital site on the London
road is now subject to a nine-month trial which started in June.
NHS Property Services are keen to cooperate with the needs
of the local community but not to the detriment of the users
of the Hospital services – including the use of the car park
(free!). After nine months there will be a full review and if the
use of the footpath and the parking facility has been abused
then NHS Property Services can ask for the path to be
removed and the land reinstated – with all costs being borne
by the County Council. So if you have an Aldi trolley (or any
other) do not leave it on the Hospital site; be considerate
about your parking and do not overstay your welcome!

Jo Graves

Battle of Jutland remembered
On 31 May the country remembered the naval Battle of
Jutland fought 100 years ago in the First World War. Chipping
Norton resident Mo Browne was privileged to be at the

national commemoration event at Orkney in Scotland. She
wrote this for the News. ‘A stream of VIPs, be-medalled and
gold braided, arrived for the service in St Magnus Cathedral,
decorated with a ‘Weeping Window’ of ceramic poppies
originally from the Tower of London. The highlight was the
band of the Royal Marines Portsmouth. They were followed
by the German navy band and a large guard of honour of
British sailors, duly inspected by Princess Anne and the
German President, Joachim Gauck. David Cameron and
Scotland’s First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, were also present.
The German navy had at least one warship in Orkney waters,
and the Royal Navy had its flagship, HMS Bulwark, and several
other vessels, which visited Orkney’s outer islands during the
week. There were also football matches and concerts by the
bands.’ Two of Chipping Norton’s young men died at the
battle serving in the Navy and our Branch of the Royal British
Legion held a service at the Town’s War Memorial. See page
17 for a special feature on the battle and our own service of
commemoration.

Methodist coffee & table sale
Chipping Norton Methodist church has regular Market Day
coffee mornings on Wednesdays and in future, the first one
each month – the next one is on Wednesday 6 July – will
include a sales table with items made at the Albion Centre.
Please pop in for some bargains and have a coffee in a

The Jutland commemoration at St Magnus Cathedral on
Orkney in May included a guard of honour of British Sailors

inspected on Kirk Green
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friendly and welcoming atmosphere. We also incorporate
our knitting group each week and have been busy knitting
twiddle muffs, jumpers for ‘fish and chip’ babies and baby
hats for the JR baby unit. May we take this opportunity to
thank everyone for their continued support and we would
welcome new knitters and donations of wool. Thank you.

Elaine Parsons

Summer Reading Challenge
Are you ready for a
marvellous, splend-
iferous and
mischievous reading
challenge at your local
library this summer?
From 16 July to 17
September children
across Oxfordshire
can celebrate 100

years of the world’s greatest storyteller, Roald Dahl, with The
Big Friendly Read, Summer Reading Challenge 2016. Children
will be encouraged to read at least six library books of their
choice over the summer holidays. There will be six
stupendous Quentin Blake illustrated cards to collect – some
are even smelly! Complete the challenge and get your own
medal and certificate. Join up at Chipping Norton library. It’s
fun! It’s free! Look out for fantastic new books and
fantabulous activities at the library throughout the summer
holidays – more info on the first page of the centre
supplement. There’s a website (www.bigfriendlyread.org.uk)

and an App to add to the fun too! (Pssst … there is also a
reading challenge for adults, A Midsummer Night’s Read.) For
more information call 643559 or email
Chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk or 

Dementia Friendly Chippy
The team helping
promote Chipping
Norton as a
Dementia Friendly
Town have been busy.
May saw Dementia
Awareness week
which included
enjoyable ‘reminis-
cence sessions’ at The
Theatre and The Old
Prebendal House,
using the Marks &
Spencer Reminis-
cence Box ‘What We
Wore’. Thanks to
Steering Group
members Joyce Taylor
(Highlands) and Sandra Marskell (Beech Haven) for
fundraising and to Sainsbury’s for providing vouchers for
refreshments. Henry Cornish Centre held an open afternoon
tea session with Angela Williams, Admiral Nurse, talking about
‘living well’ with the illness and Brenda Green speaking about
the Dementia Oxfordshire service. Call their Helpline 01865
410210 to talk to a Dementia Adviser.

Dementia Friendly Chipping Norton had a stall at the
Town Festival on 12 June and gave out lots of information. The
next Relaxed Screening at The Theatre is the film Oliver on
Monday 11 July at 10.30am. This is open to all but changes are
made to make the event more accessible to people who
might find a standard cinema screening challenging, including
those living with dementia and those with learning disabilities
and their carers. Tickets £5, registered carers free. Please call
the Box Office on 642350. 

The next Steering Group meeting is Tuesday 12 July, 2pm,
at Highlands. If you are interested in joining our team or
hosting a Dementia Friends Information Session, please email
dementiafriendlychippy@gmail.com. 

It doesn’t matter how little or how much time you are
able to give, new volunteers are always very welcome!

Claire Sexton

Districts’ video power grab
In the latest power battle with the County about the future
of Oxfordshire, our five Districts, including West Oxfordshire,
have now launched a video campaign to residents setting out
their case for basing future ‘unitary’ authorities on the
existing districts. Their views are provided on a new website,
www.oxfordshire.vision, the purpose of which is ‘to give
Oxfordshire residents easy access to all the information
about the proposals and how they will affect them’. They say
their vision is ‘to create locally-elected unitary councils to
administer all services for the area – without the need for
Oxfordshire County Council – and be able to gear those
services to the local needs and requirements’. The Districts
seem to have reached the conclusion that this is the best way

LOCAL NEWS
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forward, prior to receiving the results of their own
‘independent’ options report being carried out by consultants
PWC. Oxfordshire County Council, who are not
collaborating on this study, have commissioned their own
‘independent’ report by Grant Thornton, also to look at
unitary and devolution options. 

Henry Cornish hedgehog tales
Residents at Henry Cornish
Care Centre recently had a
hedgehog visitation. Andrew, the
founder of Hogwatch in
Brackley, came to talk about how
we can all help in the
conservation of hedgehogs.
Andrew spoke the recent
decline from 35 million to only
one million hedgehogs in the UK
and ways we can help in looking
after them. Everyone at Henry
Cornish was fortunate to see
how adorable the hedgehogs are

up close and
were inspired by
the enthusiasm
and passion
Andrew felt
towards these
lovely creatures.

The Garden-
ing Club is also in
full swing at
Henry Cornish
with Laura, the

gardening expert, leading the way. She is pictured here
preparing seeds to be planted after careful nurturing from the
residents. The Centre garden has a mixture of flowers and
vegetables, so they are looking forward to a fabulous garden
and some fresh vegetables for the Summer. 

In another recent talk Martin Hannant, a regular visitor,

delivered some great entertainment about the comedy

radio and TV stars from the past. Many thanks, Martin, for

making everyone feel they were part of the club.

Karen Berwick

Help cross the ‘digital divide’
Would you be interested in helping people get across the

‘digital divide’? Over 27% of disabled adults (3.3 million) and

three million adults over 75 have never used the internet.

Digital equality in the UK is a major issue as information is

increasingly only provided online. Some disabled and older

people are becoming increasingly isolated as a result.

AbilityNet is a UK-wide registered charity that helps disabled

and older people to use computers and the internet at home,

in work and in education. We provide a number of free IT

services for disabled and older people at home to help them

get the most from their computers, laptops, tablets, iPads and

smartphones. When asked why they choose to volunteer with

us, one said ‘to try and make a positive contribution in any

way I can …’ and another explained ‘As a disabled person

myself, I thought it would be helpful to share my skills with

those less fortunate’. In North Oxfordshire we are building a

new network of volunteers to help our disabled and older

clients. At the same time, we are advertising our service so

that anyone who is struggling with their technology knows

that they can get help at no charge from IT specialists who are

here to help. For more information, please take a look at

www.abilitynet.org.uk, email us at

volunteers@abilitynet.org.uk or phone 0800 269 545 where

one of our team will be happy to have a chat with you. 

Dave Winpenny

History Society Chair plea
Due to the retirement of their long-standing Chairman, the
Chipping Norton Local History Society and Museum are in
urgent need of someone to take over. The job is not onerous
but requires someone who is willing to Chair the monthly
committee meetings. If readers or someone you know may be
interested, please call either Pauline Watkins (Curator)
641712 or Tony Backer-Holst (Secretary) 658602.

New nail salon
Walking down West Street you may have spotted a new sign
on the little unit at 47A (at the bottom of The Green). Tina
Nguyen has set up T J Nails, a new nail salon in town, and had
a grand opening on 31 May. Why not drop in – maybe on the
way to the shops – and see what the salon has on offer. Tel
number 07498 775435. They are currently running a special
offer 20% off all treatments.



This could be your generous donation to Oxfam!
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Domiciliary Care Agency

At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,
we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can
mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to
help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to
complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are
committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please 

call: 01608 648656  email: info@carecc.co.uk
or visit our website: www.carecc.co.uk

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

CQC Registered

Now recruiting part time/weekend staff

Susan Hunt  
14 July 1949-18 May 2016

Rarely have so many people attended
a funeral in Chipping Norton as on
Friday 3 June when almost 500
people packed St Mary’s Church to
pay their respects and say goodbye
to Sue Hunt. Chris Sole, the Funeral
Director, remarked it was like a town
bereavement. The number attending
was a tribute in itself and reflected
just how many people’s lives Sue had
touched. Sue lived all her life in
Chipping Norton and on leaving the
Grammar School she worked for
Smiths Industries, Brindles Printing,
Oriel Computers, The Rural District

Council and Chipping Norton War Memorial Community
Hospital where she was Support Services Manager. Sue loved
her hospital work and was also a long-serving committee
member of the Hospital League of Friends. Two words
reflect how many will remember Sue: Caring and Generous.
Despite having serious health problems to cope with
herself, Sue was always thinking of and doing things for
others. Sue will be greatly missed but she will remembered
with huge affection by all those who knew her. She has left
people with some very happy memories. John, Louise, Alison
Vaughan and all Sue’s family wish to thank everyone for
their kindness and support at this very difficult time. 

Clive Hill

Police & Neighbourhood Crime
This month’s reports from police and local press

PCSO of the Year – Chris Jones, from our Neighbourhood
team, won the coveted award for Thames Valley of Police
Community Support Officer of the year. He joined Thames
Valley Police in 2007 and is stationed at Woodstock. His
nominations commended him for his great work in the
neighbourhoods, particularly working with young people and
on child sexual exploitation protection.

Aldi shoplifting – Two men are being sought by police after
a 50-inch television was stolen in a suspected shoplifting in

Chipping Norton. At about 7.25pm on Tuesday 3 March a man
entered the Aldi store in Banbury Road and made off with the
TV without paying. Police have now released this CCTV image
in the hopes of tracking the men down. 

Attempted burglary – Offenders attempted to gain entry
into Barfields Opticians in New Street, Chipping Norton on
the evening of Wednesday 8 June. A window was smashed. The
occupants heard a bang and shouted out, which caused the
culprits to run off. Police would like to hear from anyone with
any information.

Thefts from vans – A Stihl Leaf Blower was stolen from a
van parked in Market Place, Chipping Norton, on Friday 20
May, between 10.25 and 10.45am. Offenders also stole a leaf
blower, trimmer and lawnmower from a van in Parkers Circus,
Chipping Norton, between 12.30 and 1 pm on Monday 23
May. 

For advice or to contact the neighbourhood team call the police
non-emergency number 101 or 999 for emergency. Or email:
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

CCaann yyoouu hheellpp OOxxffaamm??
We are looking for
a lock-up storage

/garage
in Chipping Norton 
to hold donations 

(Long or short
term)

Please contact Tony Cooper 
on 01608 644850 or oxfamshopf3734@oxfam.org.uk
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The Theatre
Shelley’s Guitar
In his last, fateful, Italian summer in 1822, just before he turned

30, the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley bought his
musical friend, Jane Williams, a guitar. Shelley’s
Guitar on Sunday 3 July tells the story of this
last summer through music inspired by
Shelley’s poems. The original guitar from that
summer (pictured) is in the Bodleian Library
and the only replica of the Shelley guitar, to
have its debut at the concert, has been made
by Chipping Norton resident Julian Roache
with the guidance of Chippy institution and
the doyen of English luthiers, Paul Fischer. The
guitar will be played at the recital by
renowned classical guitarist John Mills. The
programme will also feature another Paul
Fischer instrument – the unusual Fischer
guitar No 1200, the last to be made in a

career that began in the middle of the 20th century. 
Shelley’s Guitar, The Theatre, Sunday 3 July, 3pm. Box Office
642350 or book on line chippingnortontheatre.com

For other events at the Theatre see advert p8. Summer Take
Part sessions are listed on p1 of the Centre Supplement. 

ArtWeeks 
So many wonderful exhibitions that space doesn’t allow me to
review them all. So I have decided to highlight two new
Oxfordshire Craft Guild exhibitors whose work was on show
in the Town Hall. 

Graham Lester’s paper art
and sculpture were intriguing.
His exhibits were in white and
coloured papers and there were
amazing bowls and pots turned
using upcycled materials. He also
creates wood and stone sculpture.
The 3-D effect of his work in
paper is so clever that you are
almost persuaded it is the real
thing, particularly the ice lolly. The
bowls with their upcycled vinyl are

very tactile as well as being extremely attractive to look at, as
are his wonderful wooden sculptures. Check out Graham’s
skill at www.grahamlester.co.uk

Textile artist Ticia Lever had a
colourful display of both hand and
machine embroidered work. Recently
much of her work has focussed on
British birds, working them on fine
silk which is suspended above an
embroidered hand-stitched
background, thus creating a two
layered wall hanging. The result is
beautiful but impossible to convey in
print. Other work on show was
inspired by the landscape and organic
forms and included interesting
handstitched vessels using material or mulberry bark. Find out
more about Ticia at www.hapticart.co.uk

Fibrefest in the pink!
Middle Row was alive and
kicking, well the Wensleydale
sheep were, on Saturday 28
May for Fibrefest, organised by
our wonderful Chippy knitting
and craft shop Fibreworks. Pink
balloons festooned the shop to
match special guest Zandra

Rhodes’ hair. There were
stalls out in the open full of
crafty things to buy and
tasty things to eat and drink,
many of which had adopted
the pink theme, as had the
forelock of one of the sheep.
Zandra was delighted to be
be presented with a
contemporary doll – complete with pink hair – made
especially for her by Esther Wildman Corfield of Evie & Bird.

In the afternoon Zandra spoke at The Theatre about her
life, work and inspiration. Her talk was facilitated by Lucy
Turner, a textiles specialist and lecturer in the arts faculty at
Oxford Brookes, and illustrated with slides and local models
wearing some of Zandra's iconic designs. She took questions
from the audience on subjects ranging from her passion for
sketching to how to achieve the perfect pink hair, and then
signed copies of her books. Lesley Wildman, co-owner of The
Fibreworks, said, ‘It was fascinating to see how her designs
have evolved over the decades and, in particular, I think we
were all bowled over by her astonishing work in opera which
has been such a success in the USA but sadly not yet seen
here in the UK.’ The Fibreworks are also delighted to report
that Oxfam raised £600 with their stall selling vintage clothing,
vinyl and books on textiles.

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

It's not summer
without a pile of books

to read –

we'd love to help you
choose them

Alison Huitt
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THE ARTS

Chippy Jazz & Music Festival 
Chippy Jazz is a friendly
little gem of a jazz festival
and this year Chippy Jazz
– CJAM if you want to be
really terse – will be
bigger and better than
ever! There will be two
days of top-class jazz and
related music on Saturday
10 and Sunday 11
September – a couple of
weeks earlier than usual,

and so hopefully a little warmer for the outdoor music. Here
are some of the delights on offer:

• Concerts by world-class jazz musicians and by award-
winning youth jazz bands in the Town Hall

• Free jazz gigs from 11am until 11pm in many Chippy
locations 

• Outdoor jazz around town
• Jazz & poetry
• Workshops for aspiring jazzers
• And more...

This will be the nineteenth Chippy Jazz and Music Festival. As
always, all money raised goes to charity. If you've been to
CJAM before then you'll know just how warm a welcome to
expect, how much great music you’ll hear and just much fun
you’ll have! If you haven't been before, then you have a very
nice surprise in store. More information on performances and
venues in the September News or on www.chippyjazz.com

Dave Favis-Mortlock 

Other local events and news
Court Barn Museum
Chipping Campden A
Mission to Decorate: an
exhibition of the work of
Frank Brangwyn (1867-
1956) 10am-5pm 16 July
to 2 October. This
exhibition will explore
Sir Frank Brangwyn's
close connection with
the Arts and Crafts
movement: he worked
for a while as an
apprentice in William
Morris's workshop and
greatly admired him.
Frank Brangwyn was
renowned in his own lifetime and created over 12,000 works
in a multitude of media. As well as paintings and drawings, he
was a lithographer, woodcutter and a book illustrator. He also
produced designs for stained glass, furniture, ceramics and
buildings and was well-known for his World War One posters
– he produced over 80 of them. The museum celebrates
designers and craftsmen who were part of the Arts and Crafts
movement and their legacy in Chipping Campden and the
North Cotswolds since the beginning of the 20th century.
More information at www.courtbarn.org.uk or on 01386
841951.

Art in Action –The Last One 10am to 5.30pm 14-17 July
Art in Action is an art and
craft festival held in the
grounds of Waterperry
House in Oxfordshire.
For the past 40 years in
July artists and craftsmen
have set up their studios
in marquees for four days so that visitors can watch them at
work. This year there will be over 200 artists exhibiting their
work, many of whom will be demonstrating their skills and
there will be classes to join to try various crafts. You can
watch potters pot, painters paint and sculptors sculpt and all
artists warmly invite questions about their work. It is sad to
learn that this will be for the last time. The practical classes,
from age 4 upwards, available this year include clay & pottery,
jewellery & enamelling, printmaking, sculpture, textiles and
papermaking, through to a wide selection of painting &
drawing classes from some of the most respected artists in
the country. As always the performing arts will be there and
offer a welcome break to walking around the many marquees.
For more information see www.artinaction.org.uk

Young Artists’ Bursary The Cotswold Decorative & Fine
Arts Society created
the Anne Stevens Young
Arts Bursary in 2013 in
memory of the Society’s
founder, who died
earlier that year, with
the aim of assisting art
students in furthering
their artistic study. On 8
June three talented
local students were
each awarded a £400
bursary. They were
Callum Harvey from
Burford School, Tegan
Saunders from The
Cotswold School and
Rosie Caldwell from
Chipping Norton

School. Rosie who will study fashion and design at Winchester
University in the autumn, is pictured with the dress and jacket
she designed and created. 

Local composer’s harpsichord CD Raymond Head, a
composer in the Town, as well as
teacher of piano and singing, tells us that
a CD has just been issued by ASC Prima
Facie of all his harpsichord music played
by Penelope Cave on a disc of 20th-21st

century British harpsichord music.
Works by Delius, Holst, Bax and Peter
Maxwell Davies are also included, This is
the third CD of Raymond’s music in two
years. The Choir of Somerville College
conducted by David Crown recorded a fine performance of
his choral piece Bogorodistye Dyevo last year. It was originally
written for Raymond’s local choral groups and David
conducted its first performance by the Wychwood Chorale
based in Chadlington in 2012. 

.

Photo: Derek Cotterill



Summer Supplement
For visitors and all regular readers, a special centre feature of

summer fun starts here with lots to do and see!

Visitor Information 
The nearest ‘official’ Visitor information office is at Burford (01993 823558) but on weekdays the WODC One
Stop Shop at the Guildhall has leaflets, advice and a computer to access tourist information (tel 643384,
open Mon-Thurs 8.45-4.30, 4pm on Fri, closed 1-2 ). On Saturday mornings a team of local volunteers run a

very helpful visitor information desk (10-1) at the Town Hall. 
No computer to hand? Visit the Library in Goddards Lane if there's a website you wish to access. 

Care has been taken to give accurate information but it is always best to check before making a special journey.
All phone numbers have STD code 01608 unless otherwise stated.

The Lido is a summer-time favourite, with its
toddler pool, slide, steam room and café,
delightful grassy areas for relaxing. All-day
family ticket costs £16.50. Lessons 9-
10.30am (improvers, beginners and complete
beginners); £35 for a 5-day course … and
watch out too for water polo!
www.chippylido.co.uk

The ACE Centre runs its Holiday Play Scheme for
3-7 year olds from 8am until 6pm (full
day:£44, half day £22 - 10% off for 5 days).
Themes are as follows: Teddy Bear Week: 25-
29July, Physical Activity Week: 1-5 Aug;
Sensory Activity Week: 8-12 Aug; Music Week:
15-19 Aug. Other activities include day trips for families
(children accompanied) to Bournemouth (21 July), Oxford
(26 July), Cutteslow Park (1 Aug), Bourton on the Water
(12 Aug) and Killkenny Lane Country Park (18 Aug).
www.ace-chipping-norton.co.uk

Chipping Norton Library has The Big Friendly Read of Roald
Dahl, Rhyme Time songs and more for all ages (see page
12) plus two free storytime & craft events aimed at
(accompanied) 4-9 yr olds: Chocolate, Sweets and Treats!
(Thursday 28 July) & Crazy, Cranky Crocodiles! (Thursday
11 Aug) Both at 10.30-11.30am.

The Theatre Chipping Norton has a range of kids’ workshops:
5-7 year olds have 3-day drama or theatre events (£70-
90); 8-12 year olds can work with practitioners for a week
to create their own show on stage (£130); teenagers can
work for a week to perform Sweet Charity on Saturday 27
August (£175). Principals’ auditions late June/early July.
www.chippingnortontheatre.com

The Gallery at The Theatre is showing new work by
David Constantine focusing on beauty of the
female form until 1 August. The Albion Gallery is
showing Anuk Naumann’s work, mainly colourful
landscapes.
Fibreworks has workshops on felting (age 8+ £30)
and Kumihimo, Japanese braiding (age 10+ £17)
and more during the summer. See their board for
updates! Or drop-in to their knit and natter
sessions on Tuesdays 2-4pm or Wednesdays 6-
8pm. www.thefibreworks.co.uk
Chipping Norton Museum housed above Beales, is
open 2-4pm Monday to Saturday to end October
(adults £1.50, children free). Displays of past local

life. Try researching the history of your house or your
family and discover the origins of baseball right here in
Chippy!

Explore the Town by following the route around our historical
town illustrated in a leaflet available from the Museum. Or
download a murder mystery trail round Chippy from
treasuretrails.co.uk (£6.99 for a 2-mile 2-hour trail).

Tickeittyshake in Middle Row is a good place for kids. On 23
July they hold their 'first anniversary party' with half price
shakes in the first hour plud bubble machine, music, lucky
dip, games, crafts, & cup cake decorating. Watch out for
more activities on Sundays.

Fairytale Farm at Southcombe offers animals, a sensory
experience, indoor and outdoor play – a fulfilling experience
for children with disabilities as well as the able-bodied.
Open 10am-5pm, family ticket £18.95.
www.fairytalefarm.co.uk

Fun in Chipping Norton



On the buses
Try a daily summer trip from
Chippy by bus (West St) with
some great places to go and
explore.
X50 bus to Stratford upon Avon
(daily) – As well as theatre and
Shakespeare, picnic in the
waterside gardens, hire a rowing
boat (£17), take the chain ferry
across the river (50p) or visit
the Butterfly Farm (£18.50
family). The RSC offers short

workshops for different ages, from animation to story telling
plus a Blood, Guts & Gore hour. Pre-booking essential.
488/9 bus to Banbury (Mon-Sat) Banbury Museum (free)
has drop-in workshops on Junk Modelling, Creating Light Art
and Hot Air Balloons (£3-4) plus interactive story-time for
younger children. Next door Tooley’s Boatyard is the oldest
working dry dock, with Saturday & bank holiday narrow boat
rides (£12.50 family). Workshops at The Mill theatre include
Puppetry and Mask-making, Paper Sculpture, Photography
and Printmaking (£30). Or try MFA Bowl (family hour for 6
£22 pre-booked). On the route hop off at Hook Norton
Brewery (visitor centre, tours and Shire horses) or at
Wigginton for the Waterfowl Sanctuary to hug some animals
(adults £4.50, kids £3).
X8 to Churchill (Mon-Sat: Mon-Fri from 21 July) Drink or lunch
in The Chequers, visit the Churchill and Sarsden heritage
centre (2-4.30pm Weekends & Bank Holidays free) to learn
about two eminent villagers, then walk back! Or on to Kingham,
with choice of (smart!) places for lunch and a longer walk
home!
X9 to Chadlington (Mon-Sat)- refreshments at The Café de
la Poste, home-made picnic goodies at the village-run
Chadlington Quality Foods, or lunch at The Tite Inn, before
exploring the village’s wells … or on to Witney.
S3 to Woodstock (daily) – for Blenheim Palace
(family ticket park & gardens including the famous
Butterfly House £39.90, park, gardens & house £59).
Also The Oxfordshire Museum has lots to offer:
Bunting making 11am-2pm Thursdays; Family drop-
ins 2-4pm Tuesdays & Thursdays. TOM Tots under
5s session (music, stories & rhymes) 10.30-11am
Tuesdays. No bookings needed. See
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums tel 01993 814103.
S3 to Oxford (daily) – Amazing museums including the
Ashmolean, Natural History, Pitt Rivers, History of Science,
the Bates Collection of Musical Instruments, and the Museum
of Modern Art. Most hold family events – most are free. For
children also try Oxford Castle Unlocked (Family £34), and
The Story Museum in Pembroke Street (£7.50 pp in advance),
Try a guided tour from Footprints in Broad Street such as The
Harry Potter Tour (2hrs, adults £15, kids £13 pre-booked) or
the self-guided Oxford Spy Mission (21/2 hours, 21/2 miles – use
a trail guide £6.50 downloaded from treasuretrails.co.uk).
And of course try punting from Folly Bridge or Magdalen
Bridge (£15 ph) or skating at the ice rink (£23 family).
Or anywhere! Two adults and up to three children can
travel anywhere all day in Oxfordshire plus to Stratford,
Swindon, Northampton (excluding Oxford Bus Company)
for a day with Stagecoach’s Group Dayrider Gold pass
that costs £13.50. 

Walk or cycle. For inspiration, go to
www.walkinginoxfordshire.co.uk to find
dozens of free downloadable guides.
Don’t forget the world famous
Rollright Stones, just down the road
(adults £1, kids 50p).
Nature lovers can go wildlife spotting
close to home. BBOWT have guides to
download on their local wildlife sites,
such as Foxholes, Glyme Valley and Hook Norton
Cutting. They also run Family events such as
Nature Tots and Animal Olympics. 
Wild swimming! We are a long way from the sea
here but you can still test the water (carefully!!)
Spots locally include the Windrush at Minster
Lovell, The Evenlode at Stonesfield, and The
Thames at Lechlade & Port Meadow, all good for
a spot of paddling if not serious swimming. So,
roll up your trousers, take a picnic and some
games and make an old fashioned day of it, for
free!

London for a day
A family day trip to London has never been easier with
public transport choices, with several ways to do it
from Chippy and train companies offer deals like 2-for-
1 on entry to a range of family attractions in London.

From Oxford – the X90 and Oxford Tube buses offer family
group (up to 2 adults and 3 kids) day return for £40.
Otherwise, 2 kids travel free with one fare-paying adult
(£18), except on Saturdays. Take the S3 to Gloucester
Green and hop on the London-bound bus or drive to Thornhill
Park and Ride. Ask for a Stagecoach ‘Tube Connector’ on the
S3 and pay only for the Oxford Tube journey. This ‘free travel’
on the S3 also applies before 9am on weekdays for people
with Senior Bus Passes.
From Kingham Great Western Railway trains (1hr 30
minutes) offer Family Off-Peak Day Travelcards for £65.70
to £71.80  that includes buses, tubes and trains in London
(with Family and Friends Railcard). Watch out for summer
engineering works! 
From Banbury, Bicester or the new Oxford Parkway (at
Water Eaton park & ride) Chiltern Railways offer a great
service to Marylebone. Oxford Parkway has trains every 30
mins taking less than an hour, with a Family Off-Peak Return
fare of £42.40 (£50 for a Travelcard) with a F&F Railcard. 

Adventures in the
Looking to keep the family happy this summer in the beau



Houses and gardens 
National Trust houses at Chastleton, Upton, Snowshill,
Buscott, Stowe; gardens at Hidcote; Roman Villa at
Chedworth and special landscapes at Dover’s Hill and The
White Horse. For family friendly activities, see
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Kelmscott Manor, was the country home of William Morris,
between Oxford and Swindon, (11-5 Wednesdays and
Saturdays, family £26); Rousham, is near Lower Heyford
(daily, £5 garden only).

Compton Verney Art Gallery and Park, off the Fosse Way is
an art gallery with a difference. The largest collection of folk
art in the country with exhibitions featuring Britain in the
Fifties and the BBC Faces of Comedy. A ‘Capability’ Brown
landscape with lakeside picnic spots. Café and restaurant.
Adventure playground and a Nature’s Art box (£16)

National Herb Centre north of Banbury, is a wonderful
summer visit. Tuesday children’s activities includes den-
building, pond-dipping and a mini-beast show (best to book
07811 403 713). Batsford Arboretum, west of Moreton-in-
Marsh, (family
£19.95) has woody
trails, as does
Harcourt Arboretum,
south of Oxford, and
Oxford Botanic
Gardens (both £5 pp,
kids free) has
amazing hot house
plants.

The Festival of Gardens for Katharine House Hospice in
various villages: Bledington & Churchill (Sunday 3 July),
Banbury (30-31 Jul) Upper Heyford (14 Aug) Broughton
Grange ( 3 Sept) and Bloxham (Sun 11 Sept). See
www.khh.org.uk

National Gardens Scheme small village
and country houses gardens open to
support charity. Blenheim Palace,
opens for NGS on 2 July, the lake, the
Secret Garden, the herb garden and
butterfly house form only a small part
of the 2,000 acres of parkland and
grounds. £4 entry for adults.
Broughton Castle and Broughton
Grange both open on 24 July. Two
vibrant Cotswold stone villages,
Broughton Poggs & Filkins village have

12 gardens open offering variety and innovation. Open on
Sunday 3 July, teas in the village hall, entry £5 for all. In
Oxford, college gardens open for NGS in July include
Wadham College ( Sunday 10th), Trinity (17th) Merton College
Old Fellows Garden (24th) 2-5pm. Aston Pottery at
Bampton is open 28-29 Aug from 12-5pm. Sezincote (nr
Moreton) Sunday 3 July, has exotic water gardens. 32 New
Yatt Road, Witney, an exuberant suburban garden (23/24
July) The Old Bakehouse in South Newington is a ‘hidden
gem’ (17 Aug). The cottage garden at Bolters Farm, Chilston
(4 Sept). See www.ngs.org.uk.

Around and about
Chastleton House and Gardens Croquet Weekend 12.30-4pm
2 & 3 July. Chastleton is
the birthplace of croquet
where the rules were
decided by Walter
Whitmore-Jones 150
years ago. The Weekend
gives you the chance to
have a go. The Chastleton
team and the game
manufacturer Jaques of London will be there to help. Wolf Hall
TV addicts will recognise some of the sets! Further
information from 01494 755560 or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chastleton-house.

Transport buffs can get visit Didcot Railway Centre (£18 or

£30 for steam days family), the Oxford Bus Museum at Long
Hanborough (£13 family with free vintage bus rides on
Sundays), Pendon Model Village and Railways at Long
Wittenham (£23 family) or, for a longer day out, the British
Motor Museum at Junction 10 of the M40, has a Family
Festival on 31 July (£39 family).

Animal fans can enjoy Cogges Manor Farm, Witney (£18);
Cotswold Wildlife Park, Burford (adults £15, kids £10);
Cotswold Farm Park, west of Stow on the Wold (£35); and
Millets Farm Centre near Abingdon, which includes a super zoo,
playground and wood and it’s free.

he countryside
eautiful Cotswold countryside? Try these in the local

area.Food foraging for wild fruits and nuts:
blackberries, rowan berries, elderberries & even
damsons are all abundant in late summer and
make good jams or jellies. Green walnuts are
perfect for pickling and beechnuts make
delicious vegan paté.  There are organised food
foraging walks 3-5pm on Sundays 24 July and
28 August from Chippy Town Hall steps (see
p10). 

High Tech Treasure Hunts – rather than an aimless
wander, get the family to try Geocaching. Use a GPS or
mobile device to hide and seek containers, called
‘geocaches’. There are some near Chipping Norton. A

typical cache is a small waterproof box containing a
logbook and a pencil. The geocacher enters the date
and their code name. Then the cache is re-placed
back. Larger containers can also have items for
trading, such as toys or trinkets. Geocaching
combines orienteering, treasure hunt and
waymarking and some friendly competition. See

www.geocaching.com and www.gagb.org.uk



Fetes, Fairs & Festivals
Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales
Saturday 16 July from noon – real

ales, pig roast, music etc. A great day out for all the
Family. Visit their websit www.hookybeerfest.co.uk for
details. Entry £10 inc tokens for 2 pints. Camping.

Riverside Festival Charlbury Sat/Sun 27-28 July Free
music festival – 30 acts playing across three stages.
details www.riversidefestival.charlbury.com 

Cogges Beer and Cider Festival Witney 6.30pm Fri 29 -
11pm Sat 30 July. 40+ locally brewed beers and ciders, live

music inc Cooper Black, games, snacks, BBQ.
Tickets £8 adv/£10 on day www.cogges.org.uk

BBC Countryfile Live 4-7 August Blenheim
Palace. Fantastic family fun day out. Wildlife
Zone. Ice cream parlour. Village Green. Main
arena. Adams Farm. RSPB corner. Shopping.
Theatre. National Trust events. Advance adults
£24, Child £12. www.countryfilelive.com

South Newington Flower & Produce Show …
with Village Fete. 2pm Saturday 13 August.

Marquee, band, fancy dress, children’s games, sideshows
and stalls. 

Summer Jousting Tournament – 19-21 Aug Blenheim
Palace, 10-5.30. Battle featuring 'The Knights of Arkley'.
Falconry, archery, puppet shows, jester and juggler. Park &
Gardens ticket needed. www.Blenheimpalace.com

Festival of Transport 28/29 August Blenheim Palace.
Including the Classic Car Show on Sunday 28th , and

Classic Cars & motorcycles, Minis and VWs,
Customs, Hot Rods and Americans, Kit and
Sports Cars on Monday 29th, 10-5.30, Park &
Gardens ticket needed.

Salford Fete & Fun Dog Show Bank Holiday Mon
29 August 12-4 (tbc) Salford Village Green &
Hall. BBQ, teas, games & activities, stalls, raffle. 

Whichford & Ascott Flower Show & Fete
Monday 29 August 1.30-5pm, fun & games, live
music cream teas & pig roast, flowers, fruit, veg

produce & handicrafts, stalls & sideshows, fun dog show,
children’s sports, licensed bar, free parking – BBQ and jazz
at the Norman Knight. 

Moreton-in-Marsh Show 3 September ‘The countryside in
a day – Farming, Food, Fashion & Fun.’ Large one-day
agricultural show. Competitions: horses, cattle,
sheep, goats, poultry, dogs, crafts, flowers. 350
trade stands from farm equipment to designer
wellies. Food Hall. Family entertainment. Dancing
sheep. Adults £15, Child £6. www.moretonshow.co.uk

Wychwood Forest Fair 4 Sept 11-5 Cornbury Park
popular annual event celebrating the diversity of the
natural world and the working and leisure activities of local
people. £6 adv/£7 on the day, U16s free
www.wychwoodproject.org

Major music festivals
Cornbury Music Festival Fri 8 – Sun 10 July. The 13th

festival at Great Tew Park. ‘England’s most civilised
gathering’. Jamie Cullum, Bryan Ferry, All Saints, Booker T,
Seal and more. CN School Battle of the Bands competition
winners Wavey Hills (Harvey Sidell and Will Walters) and
Cactus and the Lilac Sky (Phoebe Wilkinson & Kirsty
Pearson). Comedy. Complete Children’s Zone. Fairground.
Gourmet Caterers. Camping and Glamping. See
www.cornburyfestival.com

Wilderness Thu 4 – Sun 7 August. A 6th

weekend celebration ‘a world of creativity and
culture, of festival and flora, of ideas and
identity’ at Cornbury Park, Charlbury. Music
lineup: Robert Plant, The Flying Lips, Crystal
Fighters Goldie and Heritage Orchestra and
much more. Talks and debates. Theatre and
arts. Boutiques. Comedy. Sadlers Wells Dance.
Love’s Labours Lost. Camping from quiet to
family to luxury boutique. See
www.wildernessfestival.com  

Fairport’s Cropredy Convention Fri 11-Sun 13 Aug. 20,000
music lovers descend on Cropredy for an outdoor music
extravanganza – since the 1970s. Fairport Convention,
Steeleye Span, Bootleg Beatles, Madness, Ralph McTell ++.
www.fairportconvention.com/

The Big Feastival Sat 26 – 28 August with Jamie Oliver &
Alex James at Kingham. ‘A feelgood festival of food and
music for all the family’. Music includes Kaiser Chiefs, The
Proclaimers, Roisin Murphy, Ella Henderson, Norman Jay.
Top chef demos and cookery classes. Vintage funfair.
Family Olympics. Cotswold Farm Park. Camping, weekend
and day tickets. www.thebigfeastival.com

Local fetes and fun 
Long Compton Village Festival Sat 2 July Village Hall from
11am. Old fashioned summer fete. Dog show. Scarecrow
trail, gospel choir, silver band, arts/produce/photo/flower
competitions, stalls, displays, cream teas, ice creams,
Pimms tent, BBQ, church tower open.

Kingham Fete Sunday 10 July 2-6pm. Village Green. ‘A
traditional village fete’ with swing boats, tea and cake,
fancy dress parade (dress for 'Downton Abbey'), children
decorate their bikes and pushchairs. Pimms, music, kids’
entertainers, pony rides, tombola, stalls
selling all sorts. Supported by Daylesford
and Knight Frank. 

Chipping Norton Family Fun Day 16 July at
Chippy Rugby Club, Burford Road. Music, food
& drink, stalls (eg cakes, makeup, bath
bombs, jewellery, clothes), pony rides, bouncy castle, car
boot sale, rugby taster for tots. A grand tombola and a
star prize raffle. Entry £5 adult £2.50 child – includes
food. Supporting Children with Cancer UK and Kamran’s
Ward, JR Hospital. Details Lucy Clifton: 07415 38417. 
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neutral shipping which by 1917 triggered America’s
declaration of war on Germany.

Chipping Norton lives lost
Two men from Chipping Norton lost their lives in the battle. 

Harry Rowland Lane was born in
Chipping Norton in 1890 and lived in
Alexandra Square. He joined the
GWR when he was 16, later working
as a collier before enlisting in the
Royal Navy in 1910 serving on HMS
Indefatigable in the Mediterranean
before taking part in the Battle of
Jutland when she was sunk by the
Battleship Vonn der Tann with a loss
of 1,019 crew. Only two survived.

Frederick George Beames Hake joined the Navy in 1904
and served on HMS Dreadnought. He
left the Navy but remained in the
Reserve, whilst working for the
Oxfordshire Constabulary. In 1913 he
was in Chipping Norton at the time of
the Bliss Mill Strike, living at 31 Spring
Street. He rejoined the Navy in 1914
serving on the cruiser HMS Europa in
the Dardanelles, then joined armoured
cruiser HMS Black Prince. (pictured left).
During the Battle of Jutland, his ship
became separated from the fleet and the
German battleship Thuringen and other

ships opened fire with at least 12 heavy shells. She was sunk
with 857 crew all lost. 

Jutland 100 years on
31 May
marked a
century since
the Battle of
Jutland, the
largest naval
battle and the
only full scale
clash of
Battleships in
World War I.

Germany’s High Seas Fleet’s strategy was to break the British
blockade of German ports. Meanwhile, the British Royal Navy
pursued a strategy to engage and destroy the German Fleet
or keep it contained, away from Britain’s own shipping lanes.
Fourteen British and eleven German ships were sunk, with
great loss of life. Throughout the night Admiral Jellicoe
manoeuvred to cut the Germans off
from their base but under cover of
darkness Scheer broke through the
British light forces forming the
rearguard of the Grand Fleet and
returned to port. Both sides claimed
victory. The British lost more ships
and twice as many sailors but the
German Vice-Admiral Scheer’s plan
to destroy a substantial part of the
British Fleet also failed. By the year
end, after further unsuccessful
attempts to reduce the Royal Navy’s
numerical advantage, the German Navy turned its efforts to
unrestricted submarine warfare and destruction of Allied and

WORLD WAR I FEATURE

The Battle of Jutland   21 May-1 June1916
Chipping Norton remembers

The Chipping Norton Branch of the Royal British Legion
held a short service of commemoration at the Town War
Memorial on Tuesday 31 May at 8.30pm. In rather wet and
windy conditions about 30 Branch members, the Town
Mayor and members of the public assembled. The Legion’s

Branch Chairman, Steve Kingsford, said, ‘We were pleased to
have a contingent from 136 Squadron Chipping Norton Air
Cadets, who always support us so well. We were honoured
to have three buglers from the Shires Youth Band with us.’

At the service, The
Chairman gave a
brief overview of
the Battle.
Reverend Jackie
Jones said prayers
before the
Chairman told the
stories of the two
Chipping Norton
men who died at Jutland. Dr Bruce Parker, a Royal Navy
veteran laid a wreath on behalf of the Town. President
Neville Edwards recited the Ode ‘They shall not grow old as
we that are left grow old’ followed by the Last Post, a minutes
silence, Reveille and the exhortation ‘When you go home, tell
them of us and say, for your tomorrows we gave our today.’  The
Rev’d Jones gave a blessing and the President thanked
everyone for coming. The party then adjourned to the
warmth and comfort of the Crown & Cushion for
refreshments. A Jutland Commemorative badge (pictured
above) is available from the Crown & Cushion for a
suggested donation of £2 to the Poppy Appeal.

Service of Commemoration at the War Memorial
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CLUB NEWS

Horticultural summer outings
The summer season for the Chipping Norton Horticultural

Association began in May with a visit to Buscot gardens. The
weather was glorious and the gardens were vast and superb
– a small group of members is picured here enjoying the
gardens. In early June it dawned hot and dry as members and
friends set out for a full day visit to Avebury, Wiltshire. Here
not such vast gardens but a refurbished Manor house (as seen
on TV in 2011), two museums on site and the historic stone
circles, gave us plenty to see and do. All enjoyed both visits
and now look forward to Meadow Farm gardens and nursery
in late June (fully booked) and Croome Park Worcestershire
in July (still a few places available).

With the Town Festival and our Special Event in
September (see advert opposite) to prepare for, we are having
a busy summer. Full details of all events on our website
cnha.uk or the secretary, Eileen Forse on 643275.

Holiday memories at CNWI
Martin Hannant’s excellent talk about his time as a Butlin’s
Redcoat certainly entertained members of Chipping Norton
Women’s Institute at their meeting on 8 June. As his colourful
PowerPoint presentation took us through a typical week’s
activities, the whole atmosphere of a 1970s holiday camp
sprang vividly to life and evoked many memories of times past.
Members’ own recollections of childhood summers then
rounded off a happy evening of nostalgia. On 13 July we will
hear from Virginia Lawrence about the past history and
present status of Denman College, the national WI’s
education centre since 1948. Visitors are always welcome to
join us in the lower Town Hall at 7pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Learn about the Lions 
May we thank all those who came to support us at Churchill
Car Show? We made £347. A reminder that in the next issue
we will be announcing the winner of our Queen’s Quiz with
answers to be in by 31 July. If you would still like one please
contact Lion Liz at 47 Diston’s Lane, Chipping Norton, tel
644678. This month we have our handover so Marion Jesty
(Maz to us) will be our new President (tel 641121) and Rob
Caswell becomes Past President. The summer seems to be a
quiet time. Holidays affect the availability of Lions, although if
we receive a request from any club or group needing help
with fundraising, we will respond. The Lions are also
responsible for checking the four defibrillators in the Town
and we make sure that the outlets of ‘Message in a Bottle’

bottles are kept up to date. Our mobility scooters are always
in demand so the Lions are always looking for more.

If you are interested in learning more about Lions, please
look at our website: www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk as we
are always happy to welcome new members. Just contact any
Lion or our President to find out how to go about joining us.

Liz Nason

Yacht Club: sailing other people's boats
Chipping Norton Yacht Club
members are a varied lot. Some
keep boats in home waters;
others, despairing of finding the
elusive British summer, prefer
sailing in warmer climes. Many,
though, prefer not to have a boat
at all but get their sailing fix in
other people's boats. At our May
meeting, as a dedicated Sailor of
Other People's Boats (SOPB),
Vice Commodore Phil
Levermore recounted tall tales from his 25 years in borrowed
boats. Having sunk a dinghy on the Serpentine aged 11, the
only way was up. Racing in borrowed dinghies taught Phil how
to bend yacht racing rules, whilst a week on the Sail Training
Association's tall ship, 'Malcolm Miller' gave him an
introduction to girls, beer, and navigation. Having explained
how he convinced the RAF to teach him how to sail yachts
properly, Phil then described how a pub lock-in on Alderney
lead to a rough Channel crossing and some important lessons
learned. Recounting the delights of chartering in the seas
between Corsica and Sardinia, Phil concluded with his paean
to UK yachting: 'The UK Theme'. Great stuff.

Visit cnyc.co.uk for details of our informal summer get-
togethers. Why not join us? New members are always very
welcome – whether or not you have a boat ...

Roger Backhaus

Flower Club moves to Chippy
Our final meeting in Chadlington was a lively demonstration
by Dandi from Earthworms & Dandelions of Charlbury. She
showed us how to make flower collars and turn them into
beautiful hand bouquets. We are looking forward to our
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celebration evening in Chipping Norton Town Hall on 28 July
which is a demonstration by Pat Dibbon for our Emerald
Anniversary. Tickets and more info from Ann Anson on
683289. From September onwards we will be meeting in
Chipping Norton lower Town Hall and are looking forward to
our new location and welcoming new members and visitors.

Elaine Parsons

Scouting around & about 
Beavers Woodpecker Colony Beaver Scouts are celebrating
their 30th anniversary and they have been set 30 challenges,
which include making 30 paper aeroplanes and flying them,
making an insect house, helping in a community project and
sewing three badges onto a camp blanket. Beavers are also
wearing a newly designed 30th Anniversary badge. We have a
busy programme up to the end of the term, and look forward
to attending a camp after the holidays. 

Cubs recently attended the District Centenary Camp at
Horley to celebrate 100 years of Cubs. The theme for the
weekend was games; every pack had to bring a game along for
everyone to play. 6th Chipping Norton brought a giant snakes
and ladders game which involved answering questions about
Cub Scout history. Anybody remember the Cub Scout Tea-
making fortnight in 1982? On the Saturday evening there was
a 100 years of Cubs party with games and a huge cake which
was quickly devoured by the 120 Cubs.

Scouts had a very wet weekend at the Climbing and Walking
Camp at Gradbach in the Peak District. The Saturday saw
torrential rain, but undeterred, all the Scouts climbed some
difficult routes and then did abseiling. This first involved
crawling down through a hole which opened out into the top
of the cavern that they abseiled down from. The next day saw
better weather for their whole day hike before coming home
to dry out all the wet kit! 

Explorers have enjoyed a first aid course and also been
sailing at Banbury Cross sailing club this term. This is in
addition to their regular fortnightly climbing sessions and all

three activities work towards national qualifications – so well
done everyone. We think we are training some very useful

and active teenagers – thank you to all our instructors
including Chris Braund, and also Jill Elliot and Andrew Leech
(aka Peach).We would also like to thank Oppy (Jason
Hopkins) who has been a very reliable and fun leader for
more than two years but is sadly leaving us this summer. We
are still seeking an extra leader and if you are interested
please contact us at chippyesu@gmail.com

No brakes at the Railway Club
On 7 June we welcomed a newcomer to the Club, Rose
Matheson, only our second female speaker. Her unusual
subject was ‘19th Century Railway Accidents’. Rose donates
her speaker’s fees to a favourite charity, Friends of Angel’s
Orphanage, which looks after disadvantaged children in Nepal
who lost one or both parents in the tragic earthquake a year
ago. Rose has written seven books highlighting 19th Century
accidents and the role of women on the railways at that time.
Railway travel was often unsafe and there were many fatalities,
with open carriages and naturally no ‘health and safety’ in
force. Amazingly, trains had no brakes in the early years. 

Cyril Parsons will be with us on 5 July, his talk entitled
‘Mail Rail – The PO Underground Railway. Bill Davis will be the
speaker on 2 August, subject yet to be confirmed. The
September meeting looks interesting, on Tuesday 6th, Matthew
Searle’s talk will be about ‘Switzerland – On the Steep and
Narrow’. 

The popular venue for the May outing, the Romney, Hythe
and Dymchurch Railway was very successful, enjoyed by
everyone. The autumn outing on 11 September will be to the
Nene Valley Railway in Peterborough. A list will be opened at
the July meeting. 

Interested in railways, steam or diesel? Do come along to
one of our meetings held on the first Tuesday of every month.
Always a warm welcome for new members and visitors; with
free tea or coffee and biscuits served in the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Quaker monthly meetings
Meetings run from 7.30-8.30pm at the Lower Town Hall on
the first Wednesday of the month: July’s is on the 6th but
please note there is no meeting in August. Everyone is
welcome. Each meeting will include a short opportunity to
explore key issues, share our experiences and 30 - 40 minutes
of silent worship. The meetings are free to join but we accept
donations towards the cost of hiring the room. For those

CHIPPING NORTON

HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION

A SPECIAL EVENING TO CELEBRATE  
160 years of a Gardening Association in the Town

Wednesday 21st September 

7.30pm in Chipping Norton Town Hall 
(Light refreshments served from 6.15pm.)

GUEST SPEAKER:
TONY RUSSELL

(Writer and Broadcaster)     

British gardens through
time – Victorians to the

Present Day

Tony’s books on sale at the meeting; he will be
happy to sign them at the end of the evening.

Tickets @ £5 from Eileen Forse, 38 Hailey
Avenue, OX7 5JF or Jaffé & Neale Bookshop                                  

For further details visit our website: www.cnha.uk

Explorers pictured on one of their sailing sessions with
Banbury Cross Sailing Club
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wishing to experience a longer period of silent worship and
getting involved with a local Quaker group then everyone is
welcome to attend any of the local meetings on Sundays at
10.30am in Charlbury, Banbury, Sibford, Witney, Oxford or
Headington. For further details see
www.quaker.org.uk/meetings

NOOG’s summer visits 
The delightfully eccentric
gardener at Corpus
Christi College provided
a charming tour of this
intimate Oxford college
garden in June. It’s always
fascinating to discover
the hidden secrets
concealed behind the
stone walls of the

colleges. We’re closer to home on Wednesday 6 July, when
we’ll visit two private gardens: the mature garden and
allotment at The Old Glebe in Tadmarton, followed by a
return visit to Tracy Lean’s garden-in-progress in Swalcliffe.
And on Wednesday 3 August we head over to North Aston
Organics, now in its 19th year, for a tour round the 12-acre
smallholding that provides fresh vegetables for the veggie box
scheme delivered to local areas. Both visits start at 7pm. Do
join us. Car sharing can be arranged. For enquiries about
North Oxon Organic Gardeners please contact Tracy Lean
(tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710) or visit the website:
www.noog.org.uk.

Focus on letters for Amnesty 
The main focus of our June meeting was entitled ‘letter-
writing changes lives’. Armed with information supplied by
AIUK we wrote to Presidents, Ministers and Ambassadors
around the world asking them to re-consider the plight of
people imprisoned because of their Human Rights work or
calling for their citizens to have basic rights that are taken for
granted here in the UK. Having been told that officials often
pay more attention to hand-written letters, we had to work
at using skills not often used nowadays. No chance to press
Delete when an error was made! Letters sent included ones
to Barack Obama concerning Chelsea Manning and to a

minister in Burkina Faso, West Africa, where girls as young as
11 are forced to marry by their family. All members present
felt this task was really worthwhile and will repeat the
evening soon. Our next meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday 14
July in the Lower Town Hall. All are welcome.
Call Priscilla Peace for details on 01451 830459.

Kaye Freeman

Green Gym at the Health Centre!

No, we didn’t need to visit the doctor! We have been asked
to improve the outside areas, some of which look rather
haphazard at the moment. So we have weeded some of the
beds that are already planted and have begun to tackle the
rough areas. The plan is to create a ‘healthy eating’ area with
raised beds for vegetables and soft fruit which will be available
for the public to help themselves. 

We have also worked in the Millennium Wood in Kingham,
weeding around new trees and removing tree-guards from
the older trees. And back in Chippy, we have weeded around
the new trees in Fitzalan Wood (near Travis Perkins) and
cleared the path through Hawkyard Common up from Station
Road.

We meet every Wednesday morning. New members
welcome! – to get fit and enjoy good company while caring
for the local environment. There are jobs for all ages and
abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts may be available. Visit
our website: www.chippygreengym.org, or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington 643269

U3A activities

Twenty-five members of Chipping Norton University of the
Third Age visited Milton Manor near Abingdon in mid May.
After a good lunch at the nearby Plum Pudding Inn we were
taken on tours of this fascinating property and told about its
250 years of family history. The house, which featured in the
BBC's Land of Hope and Glory series, was re-modelled in the
late 1700s and contains much of interest, including 14th

century stained glass in its chapel and hand-painted Chinese
wallpaper.

In early June, our visiting speaker, Martin Holmes, spoke
on the political career of Edward Heath. Martin gave a
thorough and critical view of this former PM's shortcomings
as a leader which stimulated members’ questions and
comments. Contact Branch Chairman Diamond Versi
(646578) or visit u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton/ for details
of U3A activities.

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM

2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Green Gymmers working at the Health Centre
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Stargazers’ dark nights & sunny days 
The summer months will bring about both very late nights
and warm sunny observing days for Chippy stargazers as

distant stars demand our attention during the dark hours
whilst our own highly active star will come in for much
scrutiny during the day. Following on from our very successful
Spring Moonwatch in May, we will be at Long Compton fete
on 2 July and South Newington Show on 13 August, possibly
followed by an evening observing the Perseid meteors –
venue to be decided. Our monthly meetings continue apace
with guest speaker Dr David Brown from Warwick University
on Monday 18 July in the Methodist Rooms, Chipping Norton
and, with a change to a different venue, Dr Geraint Morgan of
the Open University on Monday 15 August at the historic
Chastleton House, both 7.30 for 8pm with possible observing
afterwards, weather permitting. Everyone welcome but
there’s a nominal fee (£2) for non-members for all talks.

Astronomy can be enjoyed by everyone all year round
and Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group acts as a
focus group for everyone with an interest in Space, Stars or
the Universe. Most of our meetings are open to everyone, all
we need is your interest and enthusiasm – the Universe will
do the rest. Visit www.cnaag.com for more information.

Robin Smitten

History Society looks to new season

Just a reminder that our next meeting will be on 11 September
at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall. The first talk of the new season
is entitled ‘All Brassed Up.’ Martin Way will describe the
trappings worn by heavy horses and, no doubt, will have some
interesting exhibits. We look forward to seeing you then. Visitors
will be welcome. In the meantime do enjoy the summer!

Liz Whitaker

Chippy Labour Party
The Referendum has been uppermost in our minds. Writing
before the result, I can only report that we have been working
hard and publicly to convey the Labour Party position of
remaining in the EU. The clear majority of our members
support this policy. The Mayor's Referendum meeting on the
15th unfortunately clashed with our long-arranged event with
David Lammy MP. Local members seemed to prefer listening
to a real-life Labour MP.

The day after the Referendum we have another of our
Quiz and Chips nights in The Chequers. Hopefully the usual
good turnout and good-natured arguments about the
difficulty of the questions. What's wrong with questions about
flags?

We meet on the second Thursday of each month at The
Chequers. Non-members, supportive of Labour values, are

welcome. For more information on our activities contact me,
David Heyes at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

NB MP Jo Cox’s tragic death occurred after the News received
this report. Chippy Labour Party opened a book of condolence for
people to sign in the Market Square on Saturday 18 June. Ed

Chippy Ramblers in the meadows
On a lovely sunny
afternoon 13
walkers set off from
New Street car park
on our annual walk
through the Glyme
Valley. Passing Top
School, we took the
path past the
Leisure Centre and
the allotments to
Glyme Farm, across
a couple of fields and over a stream. We continued past a
fenced off area where Meadow Clary was just beginning to
show. On through some woodland and a couple more fields
to the track where we turned left and on past the golf course
and through Pearman’s Farm where we crossed the London
Road. Then through Swing Swang to the Banbury Road where
we took the footpath to Over Norton and back into town.

We meet on the first Sunday of the month (next walk 3
July) in the New Street car park at 2pm, and usually we get
into 2 or 3 cars and make for the start of the walk, which we
take in turns to lead. We walk at a leisurely pace for a couple
of hours and new members are very welcome. Enquiries to

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens

CNAAG members and visitors observing Jupiter in daylight
from the King’s Stone field, Rollright Stones 



freely trading with the world, accepting workers that we need
from the wider world community. I look forward to writing
under the new name, whatever that may be, and as this may be
the last UKIP Corner, I would like to thank my readers who have
made comments good and bad, on my efforts. When I started I
hoped to inform the electorate about UKIP, our ideals and
policies. I believe that I have succeeded in my efforts, and I must
thank the News for granting me the space to do so. My contact
details (email: UKIP.ChippingNorton@Gmail.com, mobile phone
number 07986 619518,) remain unchanged – for the moment!

Jim Stanley

Street collection in Chippy for MS
West Oxfordshire branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society
will be holding our annual street collection (Flag Day) in
Chipping Norton on Saturday 16 July. Pleae do come and talk
to a collector, find out about MS and please donate to help us
continue to support those affected by MS within West
Oxfordshire. The monies raised are used to give essential
support and to provide useful therapies. Amongst our
activities we run physio, Pilates and yoga sessions – to help to
strengthen minds and bodies to enable people to keep active;
we work in partnership with the local Citizens’ Advice Bureau
- to provide up to date advice on benefits and much more and
we organise one-to-one counselling which can help everyone
deal with anxieties and become more positive, as well as
providing grants and information about MS. Please support
our small group, we are not funded by anyone else, we rely
entirely on our own fundraising. You can contact me by phone
645988 or e-mail westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson
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Heather Leonard (rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk or
643691) or to jennyharrington@btinternet.com.

Doreen Molyneux

Bouquets of fun with WOWI
We had lots of fun at our May meeting when Vicky Hubbard

showed us how to make a Hand Tied Bouquet. We all brought
flowers and greenery to have a go and the results were
excellent. Vicky kindly donated the one she had made so we
could raffle it. The winner went away very pleased. We will have
discussed Family Heirlooms and why we leave things to future
generations with Zoe Green, a Social Anthropology student, at
our June meeting. Zoe is very keen to discuss this with anyone
willing to talk to her. Get in touch via my number. Come and
see us in July and hear a talk titled 'A Goon in my Attic' by
someone who worked on the Goon Show! Our August picnic
rounds off the summer. Do join us in St Mary's Parish Rooms
on the 3rd Monday of the month or call me for details.

Hilary Dix 646228

Folk Club search for a new home  
Our usual venue, The Blue Boar, is currently undergoing
refurbishments, so we found ourselves rather unexpectedly
without a ‘home’ for our June singaround! Never deterred we
met up for a chat and a drink in the nearby Chequers and are
currently making plans for a proper Club relauch in
September. In the mean time the Chequers’ landlord has
kindly offered the Barn Room for our July meeting! So do join
us for an eclectic mix of songs and tunes on 11 July 8pm at
The Chequers in Chipping Norton. And see our website
www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for further updates.

Jane Gridley

UKIP Corner – looking to the future
There is less than a fortnight to go as I write this! The Kingham
Debate went well, with the arguments expressed without
rancour, and I hope the Chippy Hustings will go as well. The
Referendum result will be known when you read this, and I will
save any comment until the next News. However, I would like to
pay tribute to all campaigners from both sides, who, certainly
locally, have provided information to the public based on the
issues, not the personalities, and unlike the TV debates, have been
very even tempered. This may be the last column I write under
the UKIP banner. When we vote to Leave, UKIP will have served
its core purpose, but as we are now a mainstream party, I expect
we will morph into a political party under a different name,
campaigning to ensure fair trade deals with the EU and the world.
Our principals will be the same, an independent sovereign state,

K J Millard Ltd

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!

All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.

Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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hope that now the sun has poked out of the clouds we can
play all the remaining fixtures and even a few friendlies as well.

Throughout the summer Youth training is on Friday
evenings from 5.45pm for the 11s-15s and 6pm for U9s and
below. The Summer Camp runs two weeks from 8-12 and 15-
19 August at the Club with forms available on a Friday night
or Contact dbrassett@sibfordschool.co.uk. Get your forms
in as places are going fast. An ideal way to have fun and learn
cricket during those long holiday weeks.

Important change of date: The end of season Youth
Presentation Night is now 6pm on Friday 2 September. 

Any queries contact Youth Co-ordinator Sue Powell
email: bloxhamsue@aol.com

4 Shires Swimming Club 
The month started with the South East
Regional Championships at Portsmouth,
with Rebecca Hoadley and Fee
Darwent competing for the Club. Both
had some great swims and Fee made the
finals in 50 Freestyle. Hopefully both are also aiming for the
Short Course Winter Regionals. We then took 16 swimmers
to the City of Oxford Swimming Club Development Meet.
Out of 36 swims there were 26 Personal Bests. A great result
for our less experienced swimmers. The Gloucester Masters
Meet saw two of our Masters, Clive Jarvis and Sam Oliver
swim competitively. Both had good swims with Sam getting
2nd in 100 Breast, 3rd in 50 Breast, whilst Clive came 4th in 50
Backstroke. Then two weekends at the K2 in Crawley with
Ellie Lawrence and Adam Nash swimming at the Junior South
East Regional Championships. Both swam really well managing
good PBs with Ellie coming 3rd in the final of the 50 Back. Fee
Darwent competed at the Plymouth Leander National
Qualifier Meet and got two Long Course PBs out of four
good swims. Thanks to everyone who contributed to our two
recent bag packing days in Sainsbury’s and the Co-op in
Chipping Norton. Your contributions are very much
appreciated. Thank you as well to both stores for welcoming us.

Louise Berry

Golf Club
Men's Open/Invitation 5 June – 18 pairs with an even split
of home and away players lined up to play on a course in
superb condition on the warmest day of the year so far.
Overall winners were Graham Reynolds & John Evans with 45
points, who won the Cotswolds Trophy and a pair of golf
shoes. Runners up were Steve Davies & Ben Stowe, 41; third
on countback were Jodie Mogford and Matt Johnson, 40.
Nearest the pin on 3rd Richard Squires and Longest Drive on
17th Jodie Mogford. Beat the Pro winners were Chris Denton,
Andy Wright, Alistair James, Kevin Field. 

Seniors' Pairs Open 27 May Players came from far and
wide for this major event. They enjoyed playing the course
which was looking almost perfect, and also coffee and bacon
butties on arrival and lunch afterwards plus of course the ‘Half
Way House’ with its magnificent spread of cakes and biscuits.
The winning pair were Ivor Parrish and Eddie Andrews
(Buckingham GC) runners up were Des Boulter and John
Hughes (North Oxford GC) with Bernard Smith and Dave
Morris (Both from Bicester GC) in third place. These three
pairs each had 44 points and the results was based on Count
Back. Many players entered the ‘Beat the Pro’ competition on
the 10th to go into the draw for a very attractive prize. Nine

Cricket
It has not been an easy start to the 2016 season for CN &
District Cricket Club teams affected by poor weather and
player availability. Currently the 1st XI are 7th out of ten, after
four games and the 2nd XI are 3rd out of ten, after five games.

July and August Saturday Home fixtures are as follows: 1st

XI: 2 & 16 July, 13 & 27 August; 2nd XI: 9 & 30 July, 6 & 20
August and President's Day is on Sunday 7 August.

Graham Beacham

Youth Teams: It's been a busy month with all teams

completing fixtures in very variable weather.The U13s are
improving each game with no wins yet but almost beating
Kidlington A in an exciting match that went to the last over.
Laurie Husband on 31 not out and George Compton-Alway
29 runs providing a nail-biting finish trying to push all the way
to catch Kidlington’s 106. The whole team played their part.

The U15s have also had variable results with the most
exciting being the game against Charlbury where young Jack
Williams dug in and kept the score ticking over to just lose by
4 runs. Best score yet of the season and another
improvement to make up for big losses against Banbury and
Great Tew. The U11s finally played at Chadlington and won
their only game so far with excellent innings from the pair of
Jake Brown and Harry Johnston but the other six boys
chipping in well and gaining valuable experience. The U9's also
had their first tournament and came runners up against
Chadlington and Charlbury. With more games scheduled, we

SPORTS NEWS

U11s pictured with David Cameron at Chadlington
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of them got closer to the pin than Tadd Bainton who set the
challenge with David Heyes the lucky winner.  Thanks to Steve
Hanks and his team plus many other members and their wives
and also to Club staff for organising such a successful day. 

Kevin Stirrup

Football 
Chad White U14s celebrated a very good season at the
Chadlington FC Awards Event in May. The following Awards

were made: Players’ Player of the Season ~ Michael Evans, Most
Improved Player of the Season ~ Ryan Hurley and James
McCormack and Manager’s Player of the Season ~ Miles Taylor.

Seymour Mincer

Chipping Norton Town Football Club will be spending
another season playing at Enstone Football Club for the
upcoming season 2016/17, whilst the current site along
Walterbush Road remains unfinished. In early June it looked
like the team might fold but the current players & managers

banded together to form a new committee to try to keep the
Club alive. The Club is looking for new players and pre-season
training begins at Enstone Sports & Social Club at 6.30pm on
Wednesday 6 July. Anyone aged 16 and over is more than
welcome to pop along and join us. The Club is also hoping to
attract sponsors/donations to raise funds for
kits/balls/equipment and to pay for the league fees for the
next season. If you are able to help or would like more
information on what sponsorship can include, please contact
Club Secretary Dom Rickard 07810 307213 or email
dominic_rickard@qvc.com.

Sport in Brief

Motor Bike Racing: Back in May Chippy racer Andy
Carpenter with his team mates won the Donnington six hour
race, by just 40 seconds. 

County Cricket: Sad to hear the news that former Town
Sports Awards Winner Jack Taylor has been banned from
bowling again for Gloucestershire. The former Great Tew
and Oxfordshire all-rounder has been reported to
England Cricket on a technical issue with his bowling. We
all hope he can pass the criteria to be able to bowl again.
The timing of this is a shame as his first class career has
just started to look so promising. Following on from his
Man of the Match award in helping Gloucestershire win a
trophy last season, this season he has scored two quick
hundreds and helped Gloucestershire to second place in
the Second D ivision of the County Championship.

Graham Beacham

30 September 201630 September 2016

30 September 2016
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to Rugby Club members for giving up their time to referee
the matches, and for allowing CNPS to use the Club facilities.
Congratulations to the winners; it was a fantastic festival and
well done to everyone who took part. Big School Winner:
Hook Norton. Small School Winner: Enstone.

We welcomed our Year 4 & 5 Partnership pupils to the
first of five Creative Writing Club workshops that we will be
running this term. The children are all very enthusiastic to
learn and are looking forward to having lots of fun with Mr
Long and Miss Millar from our English Department. In the first

session the children used paper plates and cardboard to turn
themselves into monsters in preparation for writing Gothic
stories in the weeks to come.

We have enjoyed welcoming CNPS families to school as
part of Family Focus week this term. We were delighted to offer
a free Squash workshop for mums and girls for our Year 4, 5

& 6 CNPS families. Oxfordshire Squash Development Officer
Chloe Marshall, who ran the workshop, is keen to promote
squash for females in Oxfordshire. The event was
oversubscribed and we had 24 very keen ladies and girls
taking part. The sessions were lots of fun and everyone who
came along really enjoyed the opportunity to try a new sport.

We also welcomed over 60 people to the Science

workshop run by Mr Ockleston, Mr Prentice and Miss Bartlett;

all teachers from CNS Science Department. Our families

were introduced to three topics: Air Resistance, Extracting

DNA and Extracting Rock Salt using a Bunsen burner. They

really enjoyed the opportunity to come into our Science

laboratories and have the chance to learn about a new subject

in a fun and non-challenging environment.
If you would like any further information about Family

Focus, please contact Jo Phillips at Chipping Norton School.

Chipping Norton School
News from the Music Department: Chipping Norton
School has been awarded the Incorporated Society of
Musicians’ Silver certificate in GCSE music in recognition that
more than 15% of all our GCSE students achieved an A*-C in
GSCE music last summer. This puts the school in the top 233
schools nationally. 

The CNS Jazz band performed at the annual St Mary’s
Church Fete for the first time. The band performed two very
good sets and received appreciative comments from the
audience. St Mary’s were very grateful for the band’s
involvement and all the participants were great ambassadors
for the School.

House Bake Off competition:
The House Bake Off started in
earnest in October 2015 with 40
eager students keen to showcase
their baking talents. The first
round was to bake and decorate
six individual cupcakes with a
violet theme to coincide with the
non-school uniform day in
support of the Paediatric

Intensive Care Unit at Southampton Hospital. The standard
was set very high from the outset and continued throughout
the subsequent rounds. At the beginning of May, the long
anticipated final took place with competitors challenged to
create a ‘showstopper’ based on a classic sponge cake. The
judges tasted and deliberated over each of the cakes and after
much debating eventually declared the Overall Bake Off
winner to be Laurence McCulloch of 9EN. 

CNPS News: CNPS hosted the annual Rugby Festival at
Chipping Norton Rugby Club earlier this month. The matches

were refereed by members of the Rugby Club and assisted by
Year 10 & 12 Sports Leaders from Chipping Norton School.
The pupils really played well, showing fantastic skills and lots
of determination. We are very grateful to all teachers who
coached their teams, parents who come along to support and
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Lion King and Roald Dahl Trip Our Year 5 and 6 children

visited London to be
transported into the
wonderful world of
Roald Dahl, followed
by the majesty of the
Serengeti Plains to
see the multi award-
winning musical The
Lion King. 

The morning
began on the
Southbank, where
the children

embarked on a
magical and
interactive jour-
ney through, The
Wonder-crump
World of Roald
Dahl and
discovered the
secrets of a
writer beloved
by gazillions of
children. In small groups the children learnt about Roald Dahl’s
extraordinary life and the surprising inspiration for his most
famous characters and stories. The tour featured unique items
from the Roald Dahl Museum & Story Centre archives. The Lion
King musical followed in the afternoon, and transported us into
a dazzling world that exploded with glorious colours, stunning
effects and enchanting music. At its heart was the powerful and
moving story of Simba – the epic adventure of his journey from
wide-eyed cub to his destined role as King of the Pridelands.
There wasn’t a dry eye in the house!

Our Yenworthy Experience On the 23 May, Year 6 set off
on the adventure of a lifetime. The journey was long, but when
we arrived it was definitely worthwhile. Firstly, we tackled the
ropes course with all our might. Throughout the week we did
fab trust building games working as a team and now we are

getting along much better in class. We had so many exciting
activities; from waterfall climbing to surfing and rock climbing,
to the zip wire. We learned so many skills from our expert
instructors, had so much fun and ate lots of delicious food. We
all wished that we could go back and do it all again. By Jasmina,
Harriet and Archie

Bookfeast Festival The children from St Patrick’s and St
Paul’s class had an enjoyable visit to the North Wall Theatre
in Summertown, when they met Gill Lewis, author of The
Puppy Academy series of books. Gill spoke to the children
about the inspiration for her stories and the highlight of the
workshop was the guest appearance of her pet dog, Murphy,
who performed a number of tricks and is the inspiration for
her new book called Murphy. All the children who bought
books enjoyed meeting her and having their books signed.

Kingham Sculpture Exhibition The classes all had time to
explore the
hundreds of
sculptures and
had a fantastic
range of
discussion about
the different art
forms. Well done
to the children
for both their
behaviour and
their enthusiasm
throughout the

visit. We had comments from
members of the public about
how wonderful the children
were, and how much other
visitors enjoyed hearing the
comments and excitement from
pupils about the artworks. A
huge thank you to all our parent
helpers who helped to make the
trip possible, and all the staff for
their enthusiasm and stimulating
discussions with the children.

A right Royal Party Fit for a QueenTo mark the Queen’s
90th birthday, we are going to have a street party on the
school playground on 17 June. The children can come dressed
up for this special occasion in party dresses, shirts and ties or
alternatively something red, white and/or blue. They will have
their normal school lunch and then will have scones, jam and
cream at the tea party. Our very own Queen’s Guards are
busy rehearsing God Save the Queen, and Happy Birthday to
help celebrate this memorable occasion. 
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Pollard & Charlie Pritchard. Leon added, We ate a lot of cake too.

Yr6 Rugby Dijonay, Lily, Tori and
Liberty report: Some amazing
players attended a rugby
tournament in Oxford. We
played a total of five 7-a-side
games which resulted in us
qualifying for the semi-finals.
We lost against a very skilled

team – this meant we were knocked out of the tournament,
leaving us no chance of bringing home the winners’ cup.
Liberty Mitchell reported: I was really proud posing with the
team for a photo – representing our school was much fun! 

Yr5 Rugby Alex
Williamson reports: Ms
Smales, Mrs Burman
and Mr Burman took
a year 5 team to
CNRUFC for a
tournament. It was
great fun and
everybody played
brilliantly. I love playing for Chippy U10’s rugby, so I was glad
to see people enjoying the games. Sporting champions were
me and Phoebe Keenan. Our best score was winning 9-3, it
was fantastic! Tom Hart and Eden Van Jaarsveld used fantastic
speed, Jack Fagen and Edward Burman breaking through the
opponents defence well and Emily Chambers and Jasmin
Drinkwater did some great tagging too. 

Queen’s Birthday
dress up/Bake Off
To celebrate the
Queen’s 90th

Birthday, St Mary’s
School Council
organised a
Celebration Cake
Bake. Children were
asked to make a

celebration centre piece of cupcakes fit for a Queen’s
Birthday party. The cakes were then for sale as part of the
Birthday Garden Party Picnic held on the school grounds. The
whole School responded with enthusiasm and the winning
Year 5 entry will represent the School in the Partnership Bake
Off. The Children dressed in red, white and blue or outfits for
a garden party.

Fiddler on the Roof St
Mary’s Got Talent! This May a
combination of teachers and
past and present pupils
performed in Chipping
Norton Amateur Operatic
Society’s production of
Fiddler on the Roof. Ex-pupils
Hannah Burman played the
role of Bielke and Mrs
Weaver played her eldest sister Tzeital! Mrs English joined the
Society’s chorus for the first time and Olly and Charlie
Weaver played two village boys. Olly reports, I really enjoyed
being on the stage and joining in with the singing and dancing.

SCHOOL NEWS

St Mary’s Primary 
Walk to School We joined in with the spirit of the National
Walk to School Week by organising our annual walk to school

day. Parents, children, staff and governors met at a local car
park and walked together through the Town en route to the
School. The children were delighted with waving hands and
tooting horns indicating support from passing traffic. To add to
the occasion, the School had invested in a new banner
advertising the event which was proudly carried by Year 6
children. Badges were also given to each child to thank them
for their participation. This year was particularly special as
one of the Governors, Emma Hornez, arranged for the
children to be greeted by a squirrel monkey at the start of the
route. Children were able to have their photograph taken
with the monkey and his handler, Sally Watts, supervised
whilst he jumped from shoulder to shoulder.

The event was a great success, both as a social occasion
and as an initiative to encourage parents and children to walk
to school together more often. The School would particularly
like to thank staff from Wychwood Estate Agents for
accompanying us on the walk. 

Hill End Year 4 invaded Hill End for their residential for two

nights and had an amazing time. We did lots of fun activities like
orienteering, water fight, swimming, ball games, rounders, treasure trail,
challenge trail, night walk, bug hunting and pond dipping, said Jacob

OPEN MORNING
Friday 30 September

9-11am

St Mary’s CofE Primary School 

Come and see the School in
action – all very welcome!

Call 642673 for more information
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Kingham Primary 
A special visitor…. It was an assembly the children and staff
will never forget. Hannah in Y6 played the piano into assembly,

Harry and David from Y5 played the trombone and piano as
we left but it was the Rt Hon David Cameron, the Prime
Minister, who did the bit in the middle! 

He was so impressed with the letters our children sent
to him outlining the work we are doing and in particular, our
understanding of British Values that he promised he would
come one day and visit…and he did! The letters told him how
we consider British Values in our day-to-day lives and in our
curriculum. He discovered, by talking to the whole school just
how much more our children now know. He had obviously
read our letters carefully as he asked some searching
questions based on what he had read, to individual children. 

In the assembly, we had some questions for him! The
children asked him about his role, his job, his views, his
previous jobs and the future beyond life at number 10! 

Acorns Primary 
Grass Track CyclingTen teams across the Stour Federation

Partnership took part in the inaugural Grass Track Cycling
event, held at Kineton High School, as part of the celebrations
for the forthcoming Aviva Women’s Tour. All the riders
completed a 400m race against other schools, and some
riders raced in 600m and 800m events. At the end there were
relay races. Acorns Year 3/4 A team came second and in the
Year 5/6 races Acorns A team came 3rd. As top three finishers,
the children were invited to receive their medals on the
podium of the Aviva Tour at the finish Line in Stratford.

Down on the Farm Earlier this month, the Nursery and
Reception children visited Butler's Road Farm. The visit began
with a trip to the milking parlour where everyone watched the
cows being milked after they had waited patiently for our
arrival. The children then fed the calves, went for a walk around

the farm and visited the chicks (that had previously been in our
classroom). The children went to visit the hens and collect the
eggs. The weather was glorious and the walk idyllic; on the walk
back to school the class listened to the skylarks and spotted
lots of different trees and flowers along the way.

Chadlington Primary 
School garden Our
raised beds are entering
their fifth summer. The
espalier fruit trees are
thriving and each class has
carefully nurtured their
own bed with the help of
Mrs Godfrey. A wonderful
addition this year is a
colourful swarm of large
painted butterflies made
by the children for Art
Weeks, representing each
class. 

Theatre performance The whole school is practising hard
for the end of year performance to be staged at Chippy
Theatre. This term's whole school topic is 'We are writers'
and to tie in with this, each class has been allotted an author
and is performing especially written excerpts around some of
their most famous books. Authors such as Roald Dahl, Eric
Carle and JR Tolkien have been chosen.

New After School Club We are really excited that two of
our pupils have decided to set up their own club in school:
Running Club! It is already proving very popular and is a lovely
way to see our beautiful village.

Beer Festival We were once again blessed with fine, warm
weather for the 13th Chadlington Beer Festival which is the
main fundraiser for our school. Thank you so much to
everyone who turned up to support this wonderful event and
helping to make it such a success once again.

Middle Barton Primary 

We have had a busy few weeks in school preparing for two
very special occasions. On 10 June, we held a tea party to
celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. Children came dressed
for the occasion, wearing red, white and blue, and shared a
selection of treats. We work hard to promote British Values
across the school curriculum and this afternoon tea party was
definitely a very British occasion, which everyone enjoyed
celebrating together in order to pay tribute to our monarch.
The children in KS1 recently wrote letters to the Queen and
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were very pleased when they received a response in the post
thanking them for their kind birthday wishes. 

Our school is also celebrating an important milestone
this term – 150 years! We will be marking this occasion with
a whole range of exciting and memorable activities and events
over the coming weeks. On 27 June, we organised a drone to
take aerial photographs of the School, which will form part of
a film celebrating 150 years of MBS. All of the classes gathered
on the playground and worked together to create the three
digits – the photos look great and will go down in the School’s
history. 

We very much look forward to continuing our
celebrations throughout this term, both within school and the
local community. 

Sibford School
Gold medal for Rosie Sibford School
student, Rosie Weston, found herself
standing high on the winners’ podium in
May after competing in the 2016
European Triathlon Championships in
Lisbon, Portugal. The 17-year-old was
awarded the gold medal in the sprint
event for Under-20s after finishing more
than one minute ahead of her closest
rival. She completed the 750m open
water swim, 20km bike ride and 5km run
in one hour, 12 minutes and 35 seconds.‘I
was reasonably confident that I could beat
the English girls,’ said Rosie. ‘However, the
European field was an unknown to me so I was delighted to
be able to take Gold. It was very special.’ Rosie’s success is all
the more remarkable as she only took up triathlon three
years ago.

Going wild for
WWF Lions,
tigers and even
vampire bats were
spotted in the
school grounds
recently … but
there was no need
for alarm! Junior
pupils came to
school dressed as
birds and beasties
in support of the
WWF Wear it

Wild Campaign, which encourages participants to stand out
from the herd in animal inspired fancy dress – and help raise
money to protect endangered wildlife around the world.

Kingham Hill School
Trip to the Playhouse It was smiles all around when the
cast of our latest school play, Peter Pan got the opportunity to
explore the world of professional theatre. The 21 pupils
learned all about the different aspects of stage shows when
they attended a workshop day at Oxford’s Playhouse theatre.
Pupils were able to garner an in-depth knowledge of how the
Playhouse stages its shows, and the theatre itself during a back
stage tour. Later in the day everyone also got to show their

drama skills during a Macbeth workshop, led by the some of
the theatre’s experts. Improving team working,
communication and acting skills was the basis of the work

session and pupils were able to learn more about one of
Shakespeare’s most famous tragedies. Everyone had a
wonderful time during their trip and were thrilled to
celebrate the 400th anniversary of the death of Britain’s most
famous playwright.

Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet Congratulations to Sixth Former,
Ellie Copsey, who was given the honour of greeting Prince
William as he opened three new Oxford University buildings
as part of her duties as Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet. It was the
second time that Ellie had attended a royal event as part of
her role having previously welcomed Princess Anne on a
recent visit to the County.

ACE Centre
We have
c e l e b r a t e d
the coming of
summer with
our ACE Art
Week. Parents
and carers
came into
school to
support all
the children in
creating giant
outdoor artworks. Mums helped children create a six foot
diameter willow circle to weave, covered in coloured wool;
large cardboard tubes were painted, cut and strung up as
curtains; a circle of circles were printed all over a white table
cloth; children covered bicycle wheels with random objects,
tying them on with cable ties; trees were wrapped with
coloured wool and then a huge spiders web was created
where games of hunting and being hunted by giant spiders
were played out; a giant sea collage was made; cobbles and
pebbles were painted; and, the children improved woodwork
skills by adding to a woodwork structure all week, using
hammer, nails, hand drills, screws, screwdrivers and saws.
Thank you so much to all the parents who got involved. 

Finally, look out for our new leaflets round town which
make it clear that ACE Nursery School gives your child the
best start in life and has been judged as Outstanding
education since 2006 by Ofsted. Do come and visit us, meet
our highly qualified and experienced staff; and, see the rich
learning experiences available to you and your children on
your doorstep. 
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New Street ‘Bring Site’ abuse
Will we ever, ever, EVER get a purpose-built, proper recycling
centre??? Include this picture in the next edition if you like.

They were taken this morning. Only marginally worse than
any other Monday morning. I am not bothering to inform
WODC – all they will say is that they will get it cleared – this
is not the point; the point is when do we get a proper site?

Local resident (name supplied)

Mayoral support
We are a fortunate town. Today there was a gathering
of mayors and ex-mayors running up and down ladders
putting up the bunting for June’s Festival celebrations.
One is tempted to speculate on the name for a
collection of Mayors .... a Mayority perhaps…?

James Crease

Danger paths on Churchill Road
On Sunday 5 June I set out to walk to Churchill to visit the
Classic Car Show and feel that something should be done
about the poor state of roadside footpaths such as that along
the B4450 from the town boundary to the Cornwell/Lidstone
Crossroads. In many places the path has almost disappeared,
and for much of its length it is almost unwalkable due to the
overgrown vegetation on either side of what is left of the
paved pathway. I realise that rural footpath maintenance is
probably very low on the list of things for which WODC is
responsible, and, as such, has no doubt been subject to
budget restrictions, but if the Council is unable to undertake
regular maintenance of this, and other roadside paths, could
they not be maintained by volunteers? If cleared and
maintained, these paths would be a valuable asset, enabling
both walkers and cyclists to travel safely along the often very
busy roads. On a related note, who is responsible for
maintaining and signposting field paths and bridleways?

Michael Goscombe

PS re The Keen Family: Reading the letter in the June edition
of the News reminded me that a classmate of mine at
Chipping Norton Grammar School between 1955 & 58 was
one Janet Keen, who lived at 15 London Road in those days.
Memory tells me that she married a fellow Grammar School
pupil and they moved away from Chippy many years ago,
though I don't know where to. To reply directly to Peter Keen,
I can't help with records of the weather in May over all the
years, though other readers may be able to shed some light
on that subject. MG

Amazing Electric bikes
I recently tried out one of the electrically assisted bikes

stationed in the Co-op car
park by Transition Chipping
Norton, riding to work and
back. The progressive
electrical assistance is
amazing – when the going
gets tough, it guides you to
the right gear and you can
really feel the power pushing
you on. It doesn't give you
any assistance if you don't
pedal, but put it into turbo
mode and it's a joy on the
steepest of hills. With the
good weather and light
evenings I hope that more

people will join Transition Chipping Norton (for only £1!), and
sign up at www.compassbikes.co.uk to try one out. It's fun, it's
free and (even with power assistance) great exercise!

Jonathan Powell

Town Gridlock – more to come
Chippy's new housing projects seem in part to be aimed at
attracting retired people to the Town. As a resident for just
over 40 years and now
retired here, can I add
my concern about the
gridlock which we are
already suffering, with
much worse to come. I
have ventured into the
town centre in mid-
afternoon on my
mobility scooter and
am appalled by the
sheer volume of traffic
– the inevitable cars (many occupied only by the driver),
buses, lorries (servicing the new estates etc), tractors
(massive machines) etc etc. With the possibility of more
houses off London Road, couldn't planners consider a relief
road from Burford Road. And what is so objectionable about
a by-pass across the ridge which would serve the A44 and the
A3400? And while I'm writing, how we appreciate the good
new surface of Walterbush Road, but perhaps we need traffic-
calming measures now .... to counteract speeding motorists!

Gerald Forse

Long lost recycling centre
I have been very interested in two recent articles in the
Chippy News. Firstly the statement by Lord Chadlington that
he was 'in a manner' responsible for the closing of Dean Pit
and the article on the dumping of waste in New Street car
park. Recently we have had to make several trips to the tip at
considerable cost of time and petrol and obviously we are not
the only residents having to do the same. Surely a solution
should now have been reached to a problem that will only get
worse with more houses being built. I would have thought by
putting the rubbish by the bins in the car park was a far better
thing than fly tipping in gateways and laybys. Surely this is
easier for the council to collect?

Local resident (name supplied)

The News  team welcomes letters (names supplied please) but
reserves the right to cut depending on space available. The

opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Team.

Trying out an e-bike in the
Co-op car park
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July (News out on Monday 27 June)

3rd Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p21 
Shelley’s Guitar concert 3pm The Theatre see p15

5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p19

6th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 with Albion

Centre sales table 
U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Liz Atkins - Plodding the
Wales Coast Path with two Old Fools & a Dog 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners local visit see p20

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see p19
9th 45 Years in Churchill - 7.30 details p9
10th Cricket Day for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team at

Sandford St Martin Cricket Club details p9
11th Folk Club 8pm at the Chequers - see p22
12th Dementia Friendly CN Steering Group Meeting 2pm

Highlands - see p12
13th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Highlands

CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall see p18
14th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall see p20
16th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

Sunshine Cat Rescue Animals in Need Day
11am-4pm Beaconsfield Hall, Shipton u Wychwood
Animal Charities, Crocs of the World, Dog Show,
refreshments
Chipping Norton Family Fun Day at CN Rugby
Club - see back page of Centre Supplement

17th Civic Service see p4 - call 642341 for details 
Gospel Music Night 6pm St John the Evangelist Little
Tew - details 07941 424670 
Gospel, Folk & Blues Reunion Concert with
special guests Steve Weston & Cathy Hill 7.30 St Mary’s
Parish Rooms Tickets £7 (£5 conc) from Jaffé & Neale

18th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rms – see p22

18t hCN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p21
21st Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall Paul Fischer

classical guitar maker
24th Wild Food Foraging with Transition Chipping

Norton meet 3pm Town Hall steps - see p10
28th Chadlington Flower Club Emerald Anniversary Pat

Dibbon demonstration: Stepping Forward, Glancing Back
7.30 Town Hall - see p18

30th Vegtotable Tea & Cakes for Katharine House
Hospice 10am-2pm - details p6

August (No News this month)

1st Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 Chequers’ Barn 

2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p19

3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Heather Shute - Medical

Detection Dogs - see p20 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners evening visit see p20

7th Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p21

12th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

Bridge of Spies in Churchill - 7.30 details p9

15th CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Chastleton - see p21

20th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

28th Wild Food Foraging  with Transition Chipping

Norton meet 3pm Town Hall steps - see p10

September (News out on Tuesday 30 August)

4th Cricket Day for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team at

Sandford St Martin Cricket Club details p9

Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p21

6th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p19

7th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Sarah Cotter Craig -

Oxfordshire’s walled gardens - see p20 

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall see p19

See also events listed on the front & back pages of the Centre Supplement



Festival Fun
A fun time was had by all on 12 June when

the Town celebrated the Queen’s 90th

birthday, in its own ‘Chippy’ way, alongside a
7th terrific Town Festival. Hundreds of people
turned out in the town centre – despite the

early morning downpour and the occasional
showers. The main road was closed, making

way for tents and tables for a grand DIY
picnic, followed by birthday tea and cakes –
well done competition winner Abby Worvill,
pictured above left. The sun fought its way

through the clouds and some great music on
the stage kept everyone going.

Martin Jarratt, Chair of the Festival
Committee was delighted with the day. Many

clubs and charities had stalls and funds
raised go to local good causes. Martin told

the News, ‘I would like to thank
wholeheartedly all the Town businesses, who

so generously sponsored the day or
supported it with prizes or advertising.’

The Festival organising team, included Rotary members and hard working Town stalwarts (many from previous

festivals). Big thanks to them and also to the Town Clerk and Guildhall team who helped with the Birthday fun.


