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from Banbury Road to Burford Road

around the edge of town, so reducing

traffic through the town centre. Included

are a new primary school, employment

land, local shops, community and leisure

space.

Town debate hots up
The new ideas do not seem to be
welcomed by the Town Council. Mayor
Mike Tysoe says this growth would ‘cause
tremendous problems’. Councillors
supported a smaller Tank Farm plan in
2014 and said then that ‘no other’
strategic sites should be proposed. The
Mayor now says the Council are ‘quite
anti’ Tank Farm, and they don’t like the
proposed road either. The Town Council
is now ‘unanimously’ backing a separate
300 new home plan opposite Greystones,
by developers Archstone, that offers the
Town Council sports fields and
community facilities. Archstone intends to
submit a planning application soon, before
any new Local Plan is official.

Make your views known
WODC’s revised Draft Local Plan is out
for consultation in November. Our local
Councils seem on a collision path on
these big issues that are critical to the
Town’s future. What do you think? Time
to have your say. More on Page 2. 

Chippy land grab

In this issue: 
Remembrance Feature: 11 new names on War
Memorial ~ New MP elected ~ Jaffé & Neale
celebrate ~ Blue Boar reopens ~ Plans for
Christmas evening ~ A warm welcome in

Penhurst Gardens 

Plus the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools & Letters

Shock as WODC says 1,400 new homes at and beyond Tank
Farm + relief road to bypass town centre

A bodger, mysterious chanting and dancing up

at the Community Orchard in October. What

was it all about? Find out on p4.

Apple blessing time

Pull-outguideto local BusServices 

After a requirement from Government to allocate more land for homes, WODC have published

their revised draft Local Plan. They propose 1,400 new homes at the County Council owned

Tank Farm, and beyond at the eastern top of town. This would include a new A361‘relief road’

Vote Chippy!
In the Great British High St
finals for the second year
running – see article p3!!
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Revised Local Plan out now
West Oxfordshire District Council’s revised Draft Local Plan

is hot off the press – after the Government Inspector asked

WODC to find land for many more new homes up to 2031.

The big news is that Chipping Norton is being asked to accept

1,400 new homes at the top of town –

at Tank Farm and beyond, a massive

increase from the 600 proposed in the

previous draft Local Plan. However, with

the 1,400 homes would come a new

‘relief ’ road to take some traffic away

from the Town Centre. Formal public

consultation starts in November – but

already the Town Council and

developers, who want housing

elsewhere, are making their views

known. Read on. 

1,400 new homes and a
‘relief road’
The Draft Local Plan now proposes a

much larger ‘Strategic Development

Area’ of 1,400 new homes up at Tank

Farm and beyond, plus a big employment

site, local shopping facilities, a primary

school and recreation space (see map). It

stretches from Banbury Road to Glyme

Lane past Top School. A key feature is a

new Eastern Distributor Road, in effect a

bypass for the A361, paid for by the

development, to link Banbury Road to

Burford Road. The case for the road

proposal was partly backed by a traffic

study done earlier this year for

Oxfordshire County Council. It

concluded that the new road would

significantly reduce some through traffic

in the Town Centre. OCC own most of

the land in question – and of course

could benefit financially from the big

development. The big increase in housing

numbers, more than doubling the original

Tank Farm proposal, and the proposed

road, herald big changes for the Town over the next 15 years. 

Big issue for Town Council
The proposed level of growth, and the fact that the new road

is likely to cut through some allotment land, will provoke a full

debate in the Town. Chipping Norton Town Council had

previously, in 2014, supported Tank Farm as the ‘strategic site’

for new housing, but at that stage only for 500-600 houses.

They also were not against more growth, and 800 houses

were ‘on the table’ when the Town Council met OCC in the

summer. At that meeting Councillors were lukewarm about

the new road idea, and now the proposal for 1,400 homes has

provoked concern. Mayor Mike Tysoe told the press that the

Town Council was, ‘Not prepared to take 1400 homes’; it

would cause ‘tremendous problems’ and, in spite of their 2014

support, he said ‘We as a Council are quite anti-Tank Farm.’

Developers lobby for other sites
Meanwhile, with the Local Plan still not finalized, landowners

and developers are continuing to promote plans for even

more housing on other Chippy sites. As reported last month,

Archstone, developers of the Cotswold Gate development off

Burford Road, are eager to build

300 more homes further along

Burford Road opposite Greystones.

They have been lobbying Town and

District Councils hard over the

summer but failed to get their site

into the revised Draft Local Plan.

The AONB (Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty) Board also

disapprove. However, Archstone say

they are offering nearly two thirds

of the site to be run by the Town as

sports pitches and as community

facilities. Archstone presented to

the Town Council in August and got

a unanimous vote from Councillors

to back their scheme. The Town

Council in their October meeting

confirmed their support and the

Mayor got unanimous support from

Councillors to lobby both the

AONB Board and WODC in favour

of the Burford Road site, even

though it is not in the revised Draft

Local Plan. All this is in spite of the

Town Council writing officially to

WODC in 2014 that ‘no further

major sites should be considered’

other than Tank Farm in the Local

Plan.

Need for proper Town
debate
The Draft Local Plan was approved

for public consultation by WODC’s

Cabinet on 19 October and, subject

to ratification by full Council, is due

to go out for 6 weeks’ public

consultation in November. Studies prove that this scale of

new development is needed in the District but it is

unprecedented locally. Much of the land proposed for

development is in public ownership. So, how many new

homes? And where? What about new employment?  How will

our town centre cope? Would the new ‘relief road’ reduce the

Town’s traffic issues? Could the Town Council be set on a

collision course with WODC and OCC about the best place

for new homes? If we accept 300 more new homes off

Burford Road – and indeed on other sites - will we end up

with more than 1,700 in total? Chippy residents, our Town and

District Councillors are now faced with some difficult

decisions that will determine the future of our town for

generations. This is our chance to have a say. See

www.westoxon.gov.uk for Plan details in the papers for

26 October full Council meeting.

Local Plan – big housing and traffic debate

Chipping Norton development
sites

Key
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routes – the 488 to Banbury. The latest edition of the Bradt

Travel Guide (‘Bus-Pass Britain Edition 2’) describes the

highlights of the route including Bloxham and, of course,

Hook Norton Brewery. Chippy has a page to itself,

referencing Bliss Mill, St Mary’s Church, The Theatre, and the

full range of shops. Taking a bus for pleasure will help to

maintain the services for those who depend on them. Let’s

use them, not lose them.

Top School joins Multi-academy
Chipping Norton School has announced it is joining the River

Learning Trust Multi Academy Trust, a charity running several

Oxfordshire schools. The School Governors say that joining

such a group, especially with local authority services reducing,

can help with economies of scale, staff recruitment and

‘student outcomes’. Headteacher Simon Duffy said it was a

‘wonderful opportunity’ to grow and improve, adding, ‘The

River Learning Trust share our values and ethos and has the

same view of what makes schools successful.’ The Trust

already runs Cherwell and Wheatley Park Schools plus The

Swan School due to open in 2018 (all secondaries). It also

runs Cutteslowe, Tower Hill and Wolvercote primary schools.

Snow teams ready for action
Winter is coming

– and amateur

forecasters are

suggesting that

we could be in

for a hard one –

so we may need

all the help we

can get to keep

Chipping Norton

moving especially

as Oxfordshire

County Council

has had to move

all the salt from their depot in Chippy to Deddington. With

mild winters like the last two this should have little effect, but

one like 2010/11 could see the Town really struggling while we

wait for the County grit machines to get here – if they can!!

Town Mayor Mike Tysoe reports that the Chippy Snow Men

and Women teams, that worked so well in the past, are being

reformed. The Town Council has a new committee comprising

Councillors Tysoe, Davidson, Jarratt, Butterworth, and

Benfield and have co-opted District Councillor Guy Wall for

his machines, maybe different ones this year – hopefully two

small but powerful tractors equipped with snow ploughs and

spreaders. The spreaders can be used behind any car with a

towbar and are easy to use. Mike Tysoe asked if anyone still

has useable handheld spreaders sitting in a garage to please

call. Grit bins are fairly full and the Mayor hopes OCC will top

them up before winter hits. Six tons of salt are stockpiled.

Anyone interested volunteers please contact the committee

via the Guildhall (642341) – and please remember that in case

of very icy conditions the Councils’ priority is the roads – so

please clear the pavement outside your house. If you use the

Town's salt please use it very sparingly – a little goes a long

way – and remember to keep an eye out for your elderly

neighbours. Visit www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk for

further information as winter approaches.

Vote Chippy for Best High St
The Town needs your vote! For the

second year, Chipping Norton has

reached the finals of the prestigious

Great British High Street Awards. Chippy,

led by Experience Chipping Norton,

hopes to make a splash in the Small

Market Town category, with a rebranded website, town centre

Wi-Fi on its way and new business sponsorship schemes.

Public voting runs from 18 October to 18 November. You can

help Chippy win by visiting Chippy2Win.com, and vote once

per each different email address every day. You can also

sponsor ECN, advertise your business via the ECN digital

platform and volunteer to help the  #GBHighSt campaign. The

national  initiative was set up by the Government to promote

UK high streets and ensure they are sustainable and vibrant.

…and vote for Imogen as well
In the High St Awards you can also vote for The Tea Set’s

Imogen Haverty, who is shortlisted

in the ‘Under 25 Employee of the

Year’ final. Tea Set owner Victoria

Wills told the News, ‘we opened in

March and inherited some of the

lovely girls and boys from Number

24, and Imogen was one of them.

Although young, she is efficient,

good with customers, trustworthy,

polite and above all has made our

transition into the world of tea rooms much easier than it

could have been! To vote for Imogen see The Tea Set

Facebook page and #GBHighSt website for voting details:

thegreatbritishhighstreet.co.uk. 

Buses: use them or lose them!
To encourage increased use of our vital bus services, this

month the News has a handy 4-page pull-out section – with

information on local town buses, the extensive Villager

services and our very own ‘Chippy Shuttle’. Chippy’s buses are

mainly commercial services with no subsidies or tax support.

Stagecoach and Pulham’s want to continue our routes but

they are not charities. Without enough passengers they will

inevitably have to reduce services. Reviews are likely at the

turn of the year. Buses are not just for pensioners with passes

– they are vital for anyone without access to a car to reach

education, employment, or health services. Our buses go to

places where parking can be difficult – Oxford, of course, but

a day trip to Stratford-upon-Avon or Banbury is worth a try.

The X8 gives onward connections to rail services to Oxford

and Worcester. Chippy has one of Britain’s 50 favourite bus

LOCAL NEWS

Mayor Tysoe & volunteer ‘snowman’
John Osmond ready to shift snow
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were both very excited and honoured when we saw The Blue

Boar and the prospect of a refurbishment. We visited on a few

occasions and fell in love with the Town – it reminded Louise

of her home town of Shaftesbury. We have been made to feel

very welcome and feel thrilled that we can give the Blue Boar

the continued success it deserves.’ The News wishes them

every success. Why not drop in and say hello to Gary and

Louise?

Long live the apples
After a soggy night and morning

the blue sky crept through

(nearly) and Chipping Norton’s

Community Orchard duly

celebrated the Apple at lunchtime

on Sunday 16 October. There was

apple juicing on demand, apples

and apple cake and pie for eating

– and all the traditional wassailing

with noise and singing. The Third

Friday Exiles led some dancing,

the bodger was there with his

pole lathe, games were played,

and cider soaked toast was duly

laid on an apple tree to call on

the apple spirits to bring a good

harvest next year. And everybody

had a bit of fun. Well done especially to the Orchard team,

including the Green Gymmers, for making it all happen. 

Help for the Scouts
Chipping Norton Scouts group is still hoping to raise funds

for a new scout hut, to match a grant they hope to receive

from the Town Council’s ‘Section 106’ housing funding (see

last month’s News). Meanwhile the Scouts have had to vacate

the now unsafe old hut rented from the Town Council at

Greystones. That hut is being knocked down. The Scouts’

Chair Andi Robinson told the News they are currently

temporarily using the Rugby Club and Church Parish Rooms

and are very grateful for all this support. The Town Council

has also purchased three 20 foot insulated storage containers,

with two available for the Scouts to use immediately and one

for use by the Chippy Swifts football team.

A 20mph zone for Chippy?
Chipping Norton Town Council is investigated 20mph zones

for the town centre, possibly including Worcester Road down

past the Common, along West Street and the Burford Road

past Chipping Norton School. These zones are now

widespread across the country and the Department for

Transport justifies them even for major roads if there are

many pedestrians and cycle movements. Implementation

requires traffic calming measures (eg speed humps, chicanes)

plus regular signs and road markings. Town Councillor Jo

Graves told the News that the Town’s Traffic Advisory

Committee discussed this in October with Town, District and

County councillors plus Police and County officers. Surveys

and consultation could cost £3,000, signage £10,000 and

much more for traffic calming. It might have to be part of a

wider Traffic Plan for the Town, rather than piecemeal, and

some funding may have to come from new housing

Robert Courts elected MP
At the by-election for the Witney MP’s seat on 20 October,

Conservative candidate Robert Courts was elected to

replace David Cameron who resigned in the summer. The

main results were

Robert Courts – Conservative 17313 45%

Liz Leffman – Lib Dems 11611 30%

Duncan Enright – Labour 5765 15%

Larry Sanders – Green Party 1363 3.5%

Kenrick Bird – UKIP 1354 3.5%

Helen Salisbury – Nat Health Act   433 1.1%

Another eight candidates made up the rest.

Mr Courts’ majority of 5702 was down from

25155 and 60% of the vote for David

Cameron in 2015. The Lib Dems, with a very

active local campaign, came second

overtaking Labour from last time. The 37-

year-old Mr Courts (pictured), is a barrister, a

West Oxfordshire District Councillor since 2014, and

member of the Parochial Church Council in Bladon where he

lives with his wife and son.

Many local voters noted the intensity of the campaign –

some joking that they’d had to get an extra black box to

recycle all the pamphlets and ‘personalised’ letters. One

reader wrote, ‘What is the matter with some of the local

parties during this recent campaign? I had 13 election leaflets

from one party and 14 from another – surely two or three

would have been enough to say what needs to be said! What

a waste of time and money. Then there were the callers by

phone and at the door.  I do object to callers at the door after

dark and during the evening on the phone. I know that each

party wants to get as many votes as possible but do we really

have to be so pressured?’ The turn-out was 46.78% compared

with the 73% who voted in the 2015 General Election.

Behind The Blue Boar
The newly refurbished Blue

Boar, staffed almost entirely

by local Chippy residents,

was opening its doors at the

end of October. One

Newsteam member found

out a little about the pub’s

new managers Gary and

Louise. Gary has been

working for Young’s for

nearly twenty years. After his initial training he took over the

Kings Arms on the Fulham Road, possibly known to Chelsea

supporters living in Chippy. From there he moved to running

pubs in Wandsworth and Shaftesbury where Louise joined

him as a part-time bar person. He said ‘Having begun her

working life at the age of 15 in pubs it all became quite familiar

to her.’ They moved on together to the Dunstan House Inn in

Burnham-on-Sea, Dorset and spent some four years together

‘turning it from a lacklustre business into a very successful and

blooming pub.’ Louise previously worked as a Pharmacy

Manager with Lloyds for 10 years and moved smoothly into

her role as Assistant Manager at Dunstan House. Why the

move to Chipping Norton? ‘We both felt after 41/2 years we

had put into the business what we could and put in for a

transfer. We had a look at a couple of offers within Young’s but

The bodger at work on
Apple Day
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developments. But Town Councillors favoured starting sooner

with erecting and trying 20mph speed limit signs. But local

campaigning may be needed to persuade the County Council

to move quickly – for example on key roads outside schools.

Unfortunately the County’s own website cautions ‘that there

are many competing demands on our limited resources’ and

‘it may take several years for a speed limit’. Looks like it could

be slow going, an uphill struggle, and a long road ahead.

Christmas in Chippy 2016
New for 2016, Chipping Norton is

hosting a magical Christmas event on

2 December. Guaranteed festive fun

that everyone will love – with much to

see and do. St Mary’s and Holy Trinity

Primary Schools will start the event in

style at 4pm with a lantern procession

around the town centre. Julia and Nicola from the organising

committee are creatives by profession and are hosting

lantern-making workshops at the schools in early November

to get the children ready and excited for 2 December. The

lantern procession is being sponsored by MASH and the Town

Council. Then the Christmas lights switch on – a big celebrity

in town perhaps? There will be late night shopping and a

Christmas market with over 50 stalls on Topside and Middle

Row selling a whole host of inspiring gifts: candles, cosmetics,

scarves, textiles, homeware, jewellery, and children’s toys.

Middle Row will also have a foodie market, including

Womersley vinegars, Alex James’ cheese, cakes, fudge, gin,

preserves, and Christmas hampers. And if that’s not enough to

tickle your taste buds, how about German bratwurst, mulled

wine, crepes, doughnuts, sweets, venison burgers, hot roasted

chestnuts, and toasted marshmallows? Enjoy live music and

carol singing by local groups, fun kiddie rides including a giant

snow globe for the ultimate Christmas selfie, not forgetting a

pop-up Christmas cinema and a reindeer rodeo. 

The organisers are stressing ‘Together we are Stronger’,

with many Chippy Christmas events now happening on the

same night. St Mary’s School Christmas Fair is in the Upper

Town Hall, The Methodist Church Christmas Tree Festival is

launching and the Lions Club Santa’s Grotto will be in the Old

Post Office. The Museum has also agreed to open for the

evening and Italian deli G&G is having a ‘pop-up’ deli in the

Lower Town Hall. Interest is building, Within one week of

launching on Facebook, over a thousand people had viewed

the post, with 138 confirming they wished to attend and

nearly 500 people confirmed they were interested. Like the

Facebook page, @Christmasinchippy, or follow the plans on

Twitter @XmasinChippy for more information and updates.

Beat Alex James’ poem!
Train commuters from Kingham and Charlbury are being

invited to pit their lyrical talents against those of rockstar

turned local cheesemaker Alex James for a National Poetry

Day competition. Train company GWR is offering a prize of

free travel for a year and also 50 free tickets. The Blur

drummer has already entered – with a poem called ‘Immerse

yourself ’ that starts:

I was standing on the platform at Kingham, once
It was mid afternoon
And not as quiet as it normally is then
Because there was another person there
And he was all in a stew, shouting into his mobile.
‘I dunno?’ he yelled. ‘I’m in the middle of bleedin' nowhere’

Can you do better? Entries by 3 November to

GWRinspiredlines@GWR.com.

Jaffé & Neale’s birthday bash
Mid-morning on 8 October,

Patrick Neale and Polly

Jaffé cut a celebratory cake

in their Bookshop & Café

to mark 15 years of

running a bookshop here in

Chipping Norton.

Customers toasted them

with bubbly and were

handed cake while they

browsed and shopped.

Patrick and Polly met in

1992 while both working

for Waterstones in Bristol.

They have worked hard to

achieve their success as

Independent Bookshop owners, standing up against the giant

bookshops. They have won the Best Independent Bookshop

award by focusing on customer service, and listening to what

customers want from a bookshop. Their enthusiasm rubs off

on customers who benefit from their recommendations and

service, and Patrick and Polly have created a welcoming

environment for visitors to shop, read, and relax. Many famous

authors have promoted their work at the Bookshop, including

Kate Atkinson, Alexander McCall-Smith, Clare Mackintosh,

Douglas Hurd, and Jeremy Clarkson. More recently they have

Kingham Choral
invites you to our Festive Concert

Wednesday 7th December  

Come & enjoy a festive evening of your favourite Christmas
songs with light-hearted readings, poems, a raffle & mince pies

... Good company and your chance to sing along too!
It’s the perfect way to get into the Christmas spirit.

Tickets £6 from Choir Members, Kingham Coffee, Kingham
Stores or call 658647
Donating to local charities

7.30pm
at Kingham Primary School Hall

The Christmas in Chippy organising committee

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS
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enjoyed a brilliant partnership with Chipping Norton Literary

Festival helping the Town come alive with literary readings and

workshops each April.

Patrick said he and Polly are celebrating by opening a

second Bookshop & Café in Stow-on-the Wold this autumn,

demonstrating their confidence in the health of the physical

book trade. The shop will be a joint venture between them

and one of their customers, Jo Virgin, former marketer at

HarperCollins Children’s Books, who will be running the

shop. For Chipping Norton customers, the anniversary is

celebrated by creating a book haven for the next generation

of readers at the back of the bookshop – a new children's

space with comfortable seating, bright cushions and many

accessible books. There's even a book nook where two or

three can read, hidden from the adult world. What a great

way to encourage children to discover a life-long love of

books?

Major NHS changes coming
Oxfordshire’s NHS and social care services are now facing

some big changes – with many affecting Chipping Norton.

With big increases in the elderly population and more

demand, Oxfordshire faces a ‘funding gap’ of £200m by

2020/21. NHS and County leaders have been working on a big

‘transformation’ plan to cope with less money per patient. All

this will be public in January in another large ‘consultation’.

The message will be all about better prevention, more local

services to avoid or reduce hospital stays, and preserving big

hospitals for specialist services. The proposals are likely to

include some big options for the Horton, ranging from

possible significant downgrade of specialist services

(centralising in the JR) but balanced by a big shift to move

possibly 100,000 outpatient appointments a year from the JR

to Banbury. Controversially, the Horton’s consultant-led

maternity unit has already (temporarily) been downgraded to

midwife-led, because of lack of qualified obstetric doctors. A

permanent downgrade is one of the options being looked at.

Births at the Horton are expected to drop from around 1400

to 500 per year putting a big burden on the JR. Chippy’s

midwife-led unit (in the 100–200 range) stays, and could see

more demand.

Chipping Norton’s GP practice and day hospital could see

more diagnostics done locally with ‘nearer to home’  support

from visiting hospital specialists working with community

nurses and social care. But will it happen, especially with big

pressure on GPs? In Witney and Bicester GP practices are

closing as GPs are retiring or contracts are not renewed.

Finally, although Chippy will probably keep its ‘Intermediate

care’ beds run by the Orders of St John, any reinstatement of

full ‘community hospital beds’ now seems problematic.

Oxford Health, based on early published ‘options’, seems to

prefer a smaller number (probably four for the County) of

larger, more modern cost-effective community hospitals

replacing older and smaller ‘cottage hospitals’.
Cllr Jo Graves, chair of the League of Friends of Chipping

Norton Hospital, said they remained concerned about local
healthcare provision. She suggested that maternity issues at
the Horton would put pressure on Chippy’s Cotswold Birth
Centre with our midwives very stretched. She also remained
concerned that the Intermediate Bed provision was ‘nothing
like the service previously’. She was positive about more
outpatient clinics at the Day Hospital but the League would
be watching everything. Meanwhile the CN Hospital Action
Group, is trying to get the Health Ombudsman to investigate
the apparent ‘downgrading’ of the Intermediate ‘hospital’ beds.
HAG would like to hear from patients (or their relatives) who
have either been denied treatment or had problems in
Chipping Norton because of the Orders of St John NHS
provision, particularly since 1 April 2016. Contact HAG’s Clive
Hill on 683252. Watch out for local meetings from January for
three months as NHS & County leaders organise ‘road shows’
to explain the County-wide plans. More information at
www.oxonhealthcaretransformation.nhs.uk .

Try the Town’s youth club
Chipping Norton’s new youth club at

Glyme Hall (behind the Leisure

Centre) is up, running and thriving.

Jonny Lowe, the Youth Worker linked

with St Mary’s Church, updated the

News on progress. ‘We kicked Remix

off back in June for four weeks and

then, after a summer break, we have

been back in action since September. It

has been an amazing start with lots of young people from the

community getting involved, with over 70 coming along since

we started. Remix is where it’s happening on a Friday

afternoon after school. We cater for lots of different tastes,

whether you want to play some sport outside, chill and chat,

relax and create your own milkshake, play pool or table

tennis, or a game on the Xbox, there is something for you. It

is a great way to get to know other young people and hang

out with friends just as the weekend begins. As leaders, we

love getting to know all the young people and are always

available for a chat. It has been great fun and the regular

is offering

A Three Course Meal  
Coffee, Mince Pies

&
Disco

For only £24.95 per person
Call 01608 642533 to book

'Have You Booked 
Your Christmas Party Yet'?
The Crown & Cushion

Locals
Luella and

Emilia
pictured

enjoying a
browse in
the newly

created
Children’s

Area 

Jonny Lowe
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‘Remixers’ will no doubt tell you how much they love it. We

would love to see even more people come along, so if you

fancy it, get involved on Fridays 3.15-4.45 at Glyme Hall.’

Diamond Doctors
Chipping Norton’s Honorary Citizens, Doctors Bruce and

(Sheila Parker, marked their Diamond (60th) wedding

anniversary on 9 September, receiving congratulations from

many friends, family,

and flowers from

the Mayor and

Town Council. A

party was held at

Highlands, but, just

before, Bruce had a

fall and he and

Sheila had to be

diverted to the JR

Hospital. Sheila

told the News that,

as might be

expected of the

Parkers, their friends carried on with the party to toast the

couple. After an operation and treatment, Bruce was able to

return home and Sheila told the News they were recuperating

at home after the upset. Sheila asked the News to pass on

thanks to the two kind gentlemen who helped Bruce after his

accident taking him to Highlands to wait for the ambulance. 

By coincidence, the Parkers’ Golden anniversary 10 years

ago was disrupted when Bruce had to have a disc fixed in

hospital and that cake-cutting was postponed until he was out.

The couple, known to many for years as GPs at the White House

surgery, came to the Town in 1958 when Bruce joined Drs Brigg

and James, Sheila joining later after having children. Since

retirement in 1989/90 they have been actively in many town

organisations, setting up Highlands as a centre, and working with

the British Legion, Stroke Club, Trefoil Guild, Oxford Association

for the Blind, Multiple Sclerosis, and many more. Good wishes to

both Bruce and Sheila from all the News team.

The Fox marks one year on
Hook Norton Brewery held a number of events at the end of

October at The Fox in Chipping Norton to mark the anniversary

of its reopening after major refurbishment. This included: a Meet

the Brewers Evening, Saturday lunchtime competitions and a free

draw, cocktails and canapés, and a family fun day.

Mayoral Casino Evening
For a special fun charity fundraising evening in Chipping

Norton Town Hall – celebrating the end of winter! – put 25

March 2017 in the diary. Mayor Mike Tysoe told the News they

are trying something different, with Chippy Scouts and

Bloodwise (leukaemia research) the chosen charities to

benefit. It won’t be the normal ‘Mayor’s Ball’ with a sit down

4-course meal followed by a band. The team are going to

convert the Town Hall to the CASINO MAYORALE, maybe

with a martini to start followed by light food served

throughout the evening. There should be professionally run

gaming tables with ticket prices to include first drink and food

and some gambling money (more can be purchased!), maybe

some Bond theme tunes. Fancy dress will be optional but

maybe someone will come as Honey Ryder or Miss

Moneypenny. The Mayor says he might be a tall Oddjob. More

details, including ticket plans, in due course, but to register for

a table of ten then please go and see Kay at the Guildhall as

soon as possible as attendees will be limited to 100. It should

be a great relaxed evening with lots of fun. 

Downsizing the birthday party
Our now former MP David Cameron celebrated his 50th

birthday in October with what the national press called a ‘low

key’ buffet party for 20 or so guests, hosted at 17th century

mansion Sarsden House by owner and friend Tony Gallagher.

Mr Gallagher, a property developer, bought Sarsden for £26

million in 2006 from previous Tory-turned-Labour MP Shaun

Woodward and his wife Camilla. The press reported smart

casual wear, and musical cabaret by Kit & McConnel doing

their own especially written satire. The party had apparently

originally been planned for Chequers (not the nearby

Churchill pub but the PM’s country residence where Winston

Churchill made his wartime broadcasts) but then plans were

overtaken by events in the summer. 

Starry Rabbit in Kingham
It’s all happening

foodie-wise in

Kingham. The Wild

Rabbit, owned by

Carole Bamford from

Daylesford and already

a gourmet favourite

with a national

reputation, has been

awarded a coveted Michelin star in the latest Guide. It had

been Pub of the Year in the 2015 edition of the Michelin Eating

Out in Pubs Guide. Executive Chef Tim Allen joined The Wild

Rabbit this year, swapping city life for the country, and has put

his own distinctive style on both the bar and dining room

menus. Not to be outdone, Kingham’s other gastropub, The

Plough, is running a masterclass in cooking game on

Wednesday 9 November from 10-1.30, £35 each – see

www.thekinghamplough.co.uk. Meanwhile, Kingham’s Mill

House Hotel is once again holding a Christmas Market on

Saturday 26 November 10.30am-4pm. They promise a

fantastic array of stallholders with some unique Christmas

gifts, before the December rush. Entry £2.50 per person

(children under 12 free) to include a warming glass of mulled

wine and mince pie.

New eBay collection service
A new collection service has started at Sainsbury’s Chipping

Norton for customers to pick up eBay purchases they’ve

made online. Customers can also pick up their Tu clothing and

DPD parcel deliveries at the store. Online buyers are

increasingly choosing Click & Collect as a delivery option and

now they can collect while doing the rest of their shopping.

The move comes after Sainsbury’s acquired Home Retail

Group, which owns Argos and has an exclusive Click &

Collect partnership with eBay. For more information on

eBay/Sainsbury’s collection contact David Mills

david.mills@sainsburys.co.uk or call 07900 709393. As more

people shop online another way to send, collect and return

Bruce & Sheila with their parents on their
wedding day in 1956
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also include Custom Build, where a purchaser appoints an

architect and contractor to design and build the property on

their behalf and says that both types will be available and will

be controlled by legal agreement. It is not clear yet how the

sale to ‘local’ families would be ensured. Local policy requires

developers of such sites to make a contribution toward

affordable housing off site. However this developer is claiming

that self-build is, of itself, a form of affordable housing and so

the financial contribution should be waived. There are

apparently 427 potential self-builders registered with West

Oxfordshire. If you are one of them, you’ll no doubt be

following this application with interest.

‘Happy’ Couple
Local community choir, the

Chipping Norton Singers,

hit all the right notes when

they turned out to support

two members at their

wedding on 17 September

at St Mary’s, Shipton under

Wychwood. Mandyrae

Large and Mark Jessey, both

of Shipton, are leading lights

in the village’s musical life. As

well as singing with the CN

Singers, both are members

of the Wychwood Players (Mandyrae directs the annual

pantomime) and Mandyrae is the co-founder of the

Wychwood Saplings, a young people’s amateur theatre group.

With such a background, it was no surprise that the couple

wanted their wedding to be filled with music. The Saplings

performed two songs, as did the CN Singers, including a Zulu

wedding chant which the bride and groom joined in with, and

which rang round the church. The choir then had them

dancing back down the aisle to Pharrell Williams’s hit, ‘Happy’

to round off a thoroughly happy occasion. 

Over 60’s Information Day
If you are over 60 and did not attend the Information Day on

6 October at the Town Hall you missed out on a wealth of

information and inspiration. Arranged by Age Concern, the

event covered activities, advice for carers, sheltered

accommodation, clubs and much more. The Rotary Club were

there encouraging people to join and explaining their

activities. As were the U3A which has interest groups every

weekday ranging from bowls and table tennis to science and

reading, handicrafts and walking, to jazz and bridge, and lots

more all for an annual subscription of just £15 which includes

the monthly meeting with a guest speaker. Leisure Centre

staff were there with ideas for exercise as was Age Concern

with a programme of both seated and more energetic

exercise classes. There was an art group and opportunities for

people with dementia to attend chat and coffee mornings.

Who says there is nothing for the older generation to do in

Chipping Norton?! 

For those looking for help and advice on caring for their

friends or relatives, there was plenty. Age Concern, including

Highlands, explained about the Monday Club, Chatterbox and

daytime activities at Highlands. The Care and Support Advice

service was there to lend support to Carers as was Dementia

Help giving advice, promoting Lights Up, a dementia friendly

parcels is Collect Plus, a seven day a week service which is

very easy to use. The Town’s local point is the Spar/Pace Petrol

Service Station. Details at www.collectplus.co.uk. Whichever

service you use there should be less wasted time, just more

freedom to get on with your day.

Grants for Town organisations
Chipping Norton Town Council has announced its annual

awards to local town voluntary bodies who applied to them. A

total of £16,700 is being paid out (including £3,900 from the

Council’s contingency fund). The major awards were: The Lido

£4,000, The Theatre £3,700, History Soc/Museum £3,000, Pre-

School £2,400, Skater Hockey £1,250, Green Gym £1,000 and

Football Club £1,000. Amounts of £500 or less went to

Amateur Astronomy Group, Christmas Committee, Four

Shires Swimming, Gateway Club, Lights up Memory Club, Lions,

Music Festival, Rainbows, Town Festival, and Volunteer Link Up.

Fancy being a taxi driver?
Chipping Norton is getting busier

and bigger – and it seems the

demand for taxis is rising as a vital

service around town and local

villages. The local firms all seem to

be doing well, and now Excelsior

Taxis, one of the regular

advertisers in the News, tells us

their demand is outstripping the

supply of drivers. Excelsior was set up in 2009 as a part-time

business by father and son, mainly providing taxi services on

weekends. Over the past seven years the business has grown

considerably providing services to residents, visitors,

companies, schools, and councils in and around the local area.

To keep up their seven days a week service, they particularly

need weekend drivers (notably Saturday nights) but also have

opportunities for daytime, evenings, and weekend positions.

Contact excelsiortaxis@hotmail.co.uk or call 643721.

Worcester Rd self-build homes
An opportunity for people to build their own homes from

scratch in Chippy could be on the cards if a proposal for 10

self-build homes is approved by West Oxfordshire District

Council. The application concerns land to the north of

Worcester Road, between Pine Trees and Nuholme, opposite

Kennel Lane, and is for Outline Consent that would determine

access, layout and scale, with detailed design and landscaping

being reserved for later determination. So purchasers would

need to gain their own planning permission for details, such as

the appearance and materials of their home, and landscaping.

In a presentation to the Town Council last April the developer

said plots would be offered as self-build opportunities for local

families and purchasers could customise their homes

according to their needs. They would meet Building for Life 12,

a Government quality standard accreditation. No mains

drainage would be connected. Instead, surface water would

drain to soakaways and foul water would be dealt with by

Vortex, an advanced activated sludge process treatment plant

whereby clean effluent is discharged into the environment. 

The term ‘self-build’ conjures up an image of people doing

the construction themselves, evenings and weekends. This

might well be so. The developer explains that the term can
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London Marylebone. This will open up new onward rail travel

opportunities for people travelling into Oxford on the S3 bus,

with London only an hour away, and services more frequent

and running later at night compared with the Paddington

options. More details about the new service next month.

Christmas Tree Festival
The ever-popular Christmas Tree Festival

returns to the Methodist Church in West

Street to coincide with the Christmas in

Chippy event the first weekend in

December. As well as marvelling at the

ingenuity of the various organisations who

choose a theme to decorate ‘their’ tree,

visitors can enjoy tea, coffee & lunches and

also stock up on goodies at the stalls selling

cakes, crafts and preserves. The Festival

runs from Thursday 1 December to Sunday 4th. Opening times

are Thursday 6-8pm, Friday 2nd 2-8pm, Saturday 3rd 10am-8pm

and Sunday 4th 1-5pm finishing with a Circuit Service at 6pm.

Proceeds are in aid of CN & Stow Methodist Circuit,

Thanks from Lawrence team 
The last Lunch for Lawrence of 2016 took place at Churchill

and Sarsden Village Hall on 14 October with delicious

pumpkin soup and game broth kindly made by Emily Watkins,

Chef at The Kingham Plough. Stalwart supporters, Shirley and

Alan Watkins, organised lunch and provided an array of

puddings and raffle prizes, raising over £400.Thanks to them

and everyone who supported the event. This year’s Christmas

Cards are on sale locally including at Adam Stores, Enstone;

Jaffé & Neale, Bippity Boo, and the

Midcounties Co-operative store;

Chadlington Foods, Kingham Stores,

and Charlbury Surgery. Thanks to local

artists Ronny Loxton and Sue Thomason-Jones for permission

to use their images. Three Robins by Ronny and Danish
Christmas Candle Tree by Sue are proving extremely popular.

We have a long list of thank yous to supporters and

volunteers of the LHNT who give their time and energy:

Ruby Joyner and her team who organize the charity

coffee mornings at The Methodist Church; John at The

Artyard Café for holding a fundraising event in August;

Salford Village Hall Committee who raised £1,500 at their

annual village fete; Ros and Keith Millard for supporting

Music at Merriscourt; and Nick and Sally at Wild Thyme

Restaurant for participating in the Restaurant Scheme.

Verity Fifer

Love & Friendship in Churchill 
The Screen by the Green movie this month on Saturday 12

November at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall is Love and
Friendship, a sumptuous adaptation of Jane Austen’s novella

Lady Susan. The widowed Lady Susan Vernon (Kate

Beckinsale) takes refuge at her brother-in-law’s estate to ride

out rumours of impropriety and determines to make a match

club, and information on Chipping Norton becoming a

dementia friendly town. Abbeyfield at Chadlington had

information about their residential sheltered housing – a

great place for people who are still independent but wanting

somewhere with company and support. Well done Age

Concern, Highlands and Pat Lake for organising the day.

Viola will keep you warm!

Just in time for keeping us warm this winter, Viola’s Blankets

have arrived at the Wednesday market. Viola, who hails

originally from Lithuania, sells a wide range of New Zealand

sheep wool blankets in five sizes from cot to super king in a

range of patterns, both abstract and figurative – some very

Christmassy indeed! She also sells products in pure Peruvian

alpaca and blankets made by an Italian company. She has

knitted socks and her mohair shawls are available in a rainbow

of colours, both just right for cosy Christmas presents. On

her first Wednesday market in mid-October, Viola was

certainly in need of one of her own ponchos, but she intends

to return despite the wind!

New train route to London
Looking for different and faster ways to get to London from

Chipping Norton? The new Oxford Parkway station with its

Park and Ride car park, and regular 30 minute service to

Marylebone, has been up and running since last autumn. But

from 12 December you can take the S3 bus to Oxford main

station and take the Chiltern Railways trains from there – via

Oxford Parkway to Bicester Village, High Wycombe and

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
victoria@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk

Web www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk  Tweet @chipnorteas
Facebook www.facebook.com/thechippingnortonteaset

Whatever the
occasion or
celebration,
we provide
everything

you need to
make your
day extra

special

We specialise

in

weddings

christening

birthdays

&

anniversaries
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for her daughter and herself. Kate Beckinsale is at her best

strongly supported by Jemma Redgrave, James Fleet, and

Stephen Fry. A delightful polished period comedy of manners

and a racy delight. All films start at 7.30; tickets £4.50 pay on

the door. For information and bookings ring 659903 or email

screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com.

CRUK: Fun & Fundraising 
The 7th Cancer Research UK Hook Norton Alternative Race

for Life in October saw 125 runners, including men, women,

children, dogs and the first tortoise! Once again, the people of

Hook Norton threw themselves wholeheartedly into the

three mile event starting from The Sun, with runners aged 18

months to 71 years in an

impressive array of pink

costumes. A dead heat for

first place saw Chris Alderson

and 15-year-old Luke Street

finishing in 18 minutes and 15

seconds. Poppy Street, a Jack

Russell, came first in the

canine category winning a

bottle of (dog) beer. Beanie

the tortoise (pictured here)

achieved a personal best of 30 minutes and 52 seconds (with

a little help – we had to go to work the next day). Since 2010,

the race has raised over £9,000. This year’s proceeds (over

£1,000) go towards the Cyclotron Appeal, launched in July to

raise £5.5m to secure a cyclotron for the Oxford Cancer

Research Centre. You can still sponsor our heroic runners at

www.JustGiving.com/HARFL7. Also for the Cyclotron appeal

is the Auction of Promises and Presents in the Crown &

Cushion on Sunday 4 December at 7.30. Local celebrity

Charlie Luxton is our auctioneer. Charlie is host/presenter of

Treehouses, Our Homes & Property, and more, and a regular

designer on DIY SOS. He hosted our last auction in 2014, a

great success and was real natural with the hammer. Come

and enjoy a fun evening (£5 including a drink). Details nearer

the time. To contribute auction items contact me on 645134.

Graham Raven North Cotswolds Fundraisers CR UK

Conservation feature film
Anyone interested in protecting Chippy's natural

environment should go and see a special feature film on Friday

2 December at St Mary’s Parish Rooms, 6.30-9.30pm. Swift
Stories is a documentary set in Oxfordshire made by Oxford

filmmaker Andy Russell for www.Swift-Conservation.org.

Andy will introduce the film – entry free, voluntary donations,

wine & nibbles served to cover expenses. Similar events with

speakers, and discussions are planned. 

More work for Town Council
Chipping Norton Town Council say they are expecting to take

on more work from both West Oxfordshire and the County

councils, as they both continue cutting services. The Town’s

Finance Committee reported in September that next year’s

budget may include hiring a handyman as a new member of

staff. The new person can also help with immediate jobs such

as strimming on unused allotments, maintenance at recreation

grounds, painting notice boards and railings and cover for the

Town Hall keeper. The Finance Committee has also approved

purchase of a bespoke new reception desk with a solid oak

top and a new desk for the accounts assistant.

Mindful Massage in Chippy
A new ‘mindful massage’ service is

starting in Chipping Norton.

Qualified practitioner Chris Elmer,

who currently practises from The

Isbourne Holistic Centre in

Cheltenham and the Alain

Rouveure Galleries in Todenham,

has brought Mindful Massage to

The Stone Circle Rooms in

Chipping Norton. So what is

mindful massage? It’s a combination

that brings together the benefits of

both massage and mindfulness. Chris told the News ‘Clinical

studies show both have huge health benefits but many of us

shy away from them. The body naturally responds to touch in

a positive way, whether it’s through stroking a pet or a

heartfelt hug from a loved one. There’s a chemical and

physiological change in the body that is calming and peaceful.

It’s easier to let go of stresses and accumulated anxieties of

everyday living and engage more fully with mindful awareness

of the here and now.’ Chris says,  ‘It’s like a biofeedback loop.

The more the body relaxes then the more you can  let go of

the continual thoughts of the chattering mind, and the more

you let go of thoughts the more the body relaxes.’ If you’d like

to know more give Chris a call on 07768 639914 or visit

www.mindfulmassage.uk.com 

Gadgets at the Library
Do gadgets mystify you? Are they just gathering dust at home?

Would you like some help? Chipping Norton Library is

starting new laptop/tablet/smartphone drop-in sessions in

partnership with Age UK. Bring your tablet, laptop, or phone

for some friendly advice. The sessions are on a purely drop-in

basis from 4 to 5pm on Tuesdays: 25 October, 8 and 29

November, and 13 December. The computer buddy sessions

for basic one-to-one computer tuition continue on Mondays.

These more in depth tuition with up to six sessions may be

preferable. Please contact the Library for more information.

Reading for pleasure is important for children's cognitive

development and is a powerful factor in life achievement. In

reading groups children talk about what they are reading, take

part in fun activities inspired by the best children's books, and

choose new books to take home and read. With this in mind

the Library would love to start a children’s reading group! It
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would be suitable for 9 to 10 year olds and meet once a

month. If you’re interested, drop by for a chat or contact us

via 643559 or chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Sally Moore, Chipping Norton Library

Join Sophie’s support service
Chippy News readers may remember
the story of Over Norton’s young
actress Sophie Henderson taking a
lead role in BBC One’s Casualty.
Sophie is autistic and did a brilliant
job ‘acting naturally’ in her part. Now
Sophie’s family have set up a local
‘supported living’ service to help both

Sophie and other young
adults. If you are interested
or want to help, read this
from Sophie’s mum Carol
and get in touch.
‘Sophie is different. She

loves her difference.

Sophie was 19 and about

to complete her second

year at residential school.

Like most young adults

she wanted to live her

own life. But unlike most,

Sophie is learning

disabled. Her vulnerabilities meant she would continue to

need love, care and support of people who would protect her;

and enable her to live a life to her full ability. This is Sophie’s

Story. It was Sophie’s need that was the catalyst for creating

You and Me Supported Living. Sophie’s mum Carol, a local

social worker, her dad Brian, and Sophie’s brothers and sister

decided to create a support service providing a home Sophie

could share with young adults just like her. But just as

importantly, a home staffed with compassionate and

dedicated staff that would protect, care and support her and

the other young adults she would come to live with.

The home is now set up and Sophie and her friends are

thriving, their vulnerabilities protected and their abilities

developed by dedicated support staff. But the story does not

end there. Within the community of Chipping Norton there

are other young adults like Sophie living within their own

homes, sometimes with parents challenged by the

complexities of learning disabilities. You and Me Supported

Living is reaching out to those young adults and their families

by providing support to them the same as they are doing in

Sophie’s home. Again, enabling the young people to move

beyond disability to a fulfilled life while providing parents with

much needed respite from the challenges of caring. If Sophie’s

Story touches you and you feel You and Me Supported Living

can support your family, do let us know. Alternatively if you,

like Sophie, love difference, get in touch and we may be able

to provide you with a career enabling Sophie’s Story to

change the lives of vulnerable adults across the community of

Chipping Norton’

Please contact Carol@youandmesupportedliving.co.uk

or via 07967 599807.

Try the Cotswold Parade! 
Have you spotted a new little parade of shops and businesses

on the left hand side of the A44 main road half way to

Moreton from Chipping Norton? The News heard from three

of the new businesses. Catwalk Creations is a hair and make-

up salon. An introductory price list is available for cuts,

colours, makeovers, weddings, etc., with an offer of a free mini

makeover with every first appointment! Perfect for upcoming

Christmas parties! The team say they use a fabulous mineral

make up that is good for your skin. Check them out on

https://m.facebook.com/Catwalkcreations1/, or call 07494

299457. The Cotswold Café is offers both takeaway and eat-

in breakfasts, light lunches, artisan coffee and loose leaf tea.

There is also a food shop selling locally sourced products such

as milk, bread, eggs, etc. Open 8-4 Monday to Saturday; tel:

674729. And there’s also Siez Bazaar Gallery – a small, family

run business, specialising in North African & Middle Eastern

Decor – Oriental Carpets & Jewellery. From the Souqs of

Marrakech throughout the Middle East to the nomadic tribes

of Afghanistan and beyond.

New recycling calendars online
Do you get confused about which week for which bin,

green waste, recycling or residual? West Oxfordshire’s new

waste and recycling collection dates can now be viewed

and downloaded online at www.westoxon.gov.uk.

Residents can also register for handy weekly email alerts

about waste collection dates, including a reminder the day

before about which bins to put out and helpful information

about changes to collection days over Christmas and bank

holidays. Paper copies of waste calendars are available from

the Guildhall, Chipping Norton and the District Council’s

Town Centre Shop in Witney. Residents can also use the

alerts service for information about planning applications

near their homes. 

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Celebrate with us
Christmas
in Chippy 

Friday 2nd December

Sophie (left) pictured at home

Cotswold Parade – a selection of new shops alongside the A44
on the way to Moreton-in-Marsh
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Roof repairs at Cemetery
Chipping Norton

Town Council is

likely to have to

find around

£10,000 for

repairs to the

roof of the

‘colonnade’ at the

Town’s Wor-

cester Road

cemetery. The

Council says that

the roof beams are rotten and there are problems with the

tiles. The Council’s Finance Committee are getting more

estimates before finalising any go-ahead.

Wanted: Branch Chair for CPRE
The local charity Oxfordshire Campaign to Protect Rural

England promotes the beauty, tranquillity, and diversity of

rural Oxfordshire. They are looking for a new voluntary

Branch Chair to provide vision and leadership to ensure

CPRE Oxfordshire has a strong and effective voice for the

future of our countryside. If you are interested in

environmental issues and care about the countryside, could this

be for you – an excellent opportunity for someone who enjoys

the challenge of thinking strategically, generating ideas and

leading a team making a real difference. Application deadline is

30 November – for information, role description and how to

apply, please see CPRE website www.cpreoxon.org.uk, contact

administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk or telephone 01491 612079. 

Buzzing Bumblebee Initiative
Last year a number of locals met to discuss a possible

bumblebee project in Chipping Norton and identified a

number of potential sites where a range of bumblebee-

friendly habitats might be established. A year on it is worth

looking back to assess what has been achieved. Earlier in the

spring Butterfly Conservation helped out with advice, talks,

and a well-attended identification training day at Over

Norton. Eventually a number of sites were chosen including

the new Health Centre, the Cemetery, Chipping Norton

School, and Applegarth Garden Centre. The team are

extremely grateful for all the support and enthusiasm from

these organisations. Grasslands at the Cemetery and garden

centre are being managed as wildflower meadows and a

border of herbaceous plants, purchased from Applegarth, has

been established at the Health Centre. Green Gym

undertook all the preparation and planting of the border with

funding from the Health Centre, TOE2, and local estate agent

Maxwell Douglas. 

The team also worked closely with the Wychwood

Project to collect wildflower seeds from nearby road verges

to help diversify grasslands at the cemetery, school, and

garden centre. Next Spring the team plan to display an

interpretative board and information leaflets at the Health

Centre. Hopefully this will encourage people to plant similar

varieties in their own gardens and attract species such as

Common carder and Red-tailed bumblebees. Funding for the

interpretation came from the Save our Magnificent Meadows

project in Northleach. It has been quite hard work but

hopefully the initiative has helped raise the profile of these

wonderful insects in and around the Town. Many thanks to all

those who have given up their time to support the project.

Craig Blackwell

New look for Katharine House
Katharine House hospice are

updating their new website

(www.khh.org.uk) so you can now

securely donate, register for the

Santa Fun Run, or buy a Christmas

card easily – and it’s clearer to

understand. The Santa Fun Run is on

Saturday 4 December at Banbury

Spiceball Park. You can run (or walk!)

for fun, fitness, or in memory of

family or friends. Sign up your family, co-workers or your

sports team! See website or pick up a leaflet from your shop.

KHH Christmas cards are now on sale in shops or direct

online. At the Lights of Love Services you can remember

someone special, or join others in dedicating a light in

memory of someone special; please see website and leaflets.

The nearest service is at Banbury on Thursday 1 December,

7pm at St Mary’s Church.

Great Rollright Quiz Night
The Great Rollright Calendar for 2017, with beautiful village

pictures and in aid of refurbishments at St Andrew’s Church,

is now on sale from the church, the monthly Great Rollright

Market and various other outlets. The next social fundraising

LOCAL NEWS
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event will be a Quiz Night in the Village Hall on Saturday 12

November at 7.30pm – bring a team or come on your own.

Then on Wednesday 30 November – St Andrew’s Day – the

church celebrates their Patronal Festival with a 7.30pm

service, with guest preacher Sally Welch the Area Dean.

Refreshments follow the service.

The Lido – closed not forgotten
During autumn and

winter, The Lido in

Chippy must prepare for

its next season. The 2017

opening date of

Thursday 13 April may

seem a long way off but

there is plenty to be

done. Fundraising is

always top of the agenda.

Even after this year’s

good season, more

money is needed to

ensure the charity has

sufficient funds to

underwrite reopening

next year. Jaffé & Neale

Bookshop is very kindly hosting The Lido Lucky Square

competition – £5 to guess the square to win you a single 2017

Season Ticket – so why not have a go next time you’re in

town? There are many other ways to contribute. Did you

know that whenever you buy anything online – from your

weekly shop to your annual holiday – you could be raising a

free donation for The Lido? There are nearly 3,000 retailers

including Amazon, John Lewis, Expedia, thetrainline and

Majestic Wine, who will donate a percentage of the amount

you spend, to say thank you for shopping with them. Go to

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido/, sign up for

free and start shopping – your donations will be collected by

easyfundraising and automatically sent to The Lido. Easy and

doesn’t cost you anything! Or donate directly via

www.totalgiving.co.uk/charity/chipping-norton-lido-limited.

Latest news on the Lido is at www.chippylido.co.uk,

facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter @ChippyLido.

Claire Williamson

Summer flags success
Chipping Norton Town Council concluded at its September

meeting that the year of celebrating the Royal Summer had

been a great success and that the Town had looked good

bedecked with Union Jacks. Cllr Jo Graves especially thanked

everyone who had volunteered to hang flags on their

premises.

Dance-a-thon at the Co-op!
Lawrence Home Nursing Team is the Co-op’s chosen charity

until December, and Assistant Post Office Manager Sarah

Darnell felt the Post Office should put on a good event to

raise funds. And raise them she did! On October Saturday, in

the entrance space, six different teams of performers formed

a relay from 4pm with ballet led by Ali Maxwell, followed at

5pm by line dancing with Christine Cleevely, then Karen Biles

took over at 6pm with cheerleading. At 7pm something

different: military circuits with Nick Acock, then at 8pm

Zumba with Rachel Tame and dancer Jodie Nolan drew

proceedings to a close at 9pm. Shoppers were encouraged to

take part for a donation, and those who were too shy, busy or

unable for whatever reason, found themselves facing the

bucket-shakers at the exits. With donations still coming in,

Sarah was very pleased to announce that £873 was raised and

thanked the leaders of the teams and those who took part

most sincerely for their efforts. 

Welcome for Phone Coop plan
Town Councillors gave a warm welcome at their September

meeting to plans by The Phone Co-op to occupy the vacant

commercial premises at 19 Market Place, above and adjacent

to HSBC.  The Co-op had applied for permission to raise part

of a rear roof.  WODC have now approved the applicationIn

October Councillors also welcomed the Phone Co-op’s

proposal to build a new single storey office building in the

grounds to accommodate 30 staff. However concerns were

expressed about the additional workforce exacerbating the

existing shortage of town centre parking and so Councillors

asked that bike racks be provided.   The Phone Co-op believes

that relocating to the town centre will enable more of its staff

to walk or use public transport than can currently to their

existing premises at Elmsfield. 

SEE THE NEW YEAR IN
at 

THE CROWN & CUSHION
Full Hot & Cold Buffet ~ Disco

Champagne at Midnight ~ and More .....
ONLY £39.95 per person

Booking Essential ~ call 01608 642533

Dance-a-thon organiser Sarah Darnell of the Post Office joins
in Ali Maxwell’s ballet session
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Fairytale farm Illuminations
Fairytale Farm has unveiled its fourth year of illuminated

features. Owner, Nick Laister, says, ‘The highlight is a new

fairytale-themed Giant's Camera, one of the Farm's biggest

single investments to date, which comes complete with a

friendly lit up

giant in various

poses, taken

with a camera

so large that

you would have

to be a giant to

use it!’ The

I l l u m i n a t e d

Evenings are on

Saturdays and

Sundays up to 18 December, and every day from 19 to 24

December. The entire Enchanted Walk will become a magical

wonderland of fairy lights, which will delight children and

adults. Also new this year is a beautiful mermaid fountain, and

lots of other illuminated features which are now interactive,

with buttons to press. If you visit before dusk you may also

see the animals at the farm and enjoy a supper with the

illuminations later. Full details at www.fairytalefarm.co.uk.

Great Rollright Market
This friendly local community run market in the Village Hall is

now on the FIRST Saturday of each month, with the next on

Saturday 3 December 9.30am-12.30pm. (NB no January

market). Enjoy freshly made bacon rolls, croissants and fresh

coffee. The proceeds support the beautiful church and the

education of an aspiring young person in Uganda. The produce

stalls boast local organic veg, a well-stocked dairy, Fairtrade

groceries, homemade breads and cakes, local oils and honey,

attractive garden boxes, plants, a new miniature gardens stall,

cards and gifts. Special children’s corner.

New notice boards in place
Chipping Norton

Town Council’s two

new notice boards

are now in place in

the Town Centre. The

replacement one

near the Guildhall

and a new one on

Topside near the

crossing are both

locked behind glass and have a town map and Town Council

notices. Any requests to use this space should be made to the

Town Clerk’s office. The separate existing tall notice board on

lower Market Place was originally erected by a private

company selling advertising space. It was bought by the Town

Council some years ago who then used it for years simply for

a town map but struggled to get any significant advertising

revenue. The Town Council has now put the map on the back

to allow the front space for public notices which can be

pinned on directly. The ad hoc habit of using the railings at the

crossing has been discouraged.
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Remember, Remember
On Saturday 5 November Kingham Village holds a firework

display starting at 5.30pm with live music, mulled wine, funfair,

bar and food. All money raised goes to village causes. Then on

Sunday 6th the Salford Inn has a bonfire and firework display

from 6pm next to Salford church, with hog roast, bar and disco. 

Bonfire night reminds us of the failed attempt in 1605 by Guy

Fawkes and fellow plotters, to blow up Parliament, seize

power and return England to the true Catholic faith. In

thanksgiving for the plot’s failure, the Government declared a

national holiday ‘with general rejoicing, pealing of bells and

firing of cannon and special church services’. Its legacy is the

thousands of bonfires lit on a cold November night. One

plotter Robert Catesby lived at nearby Chastleton House, so

perhaps the potential downfall of the Government was

planned in that historic building. 

Remember, remember the Fifth of November,
Gunpowder, Treason and Plot;
I see no reason why Gunpowder Treason
Should ever be forgot.

Oxfordshire had its own related customs. In Burford, blazing

tar barrels were sent hurtling down the High Street at

midnight – delighting the population but upsetting the civic

authorities. In Witney the contest between Up-street and

Down-street men saw one lot push burning barrels towards

the others with long poles. Chipping Norton no doubt had

stuffed dummies of Guy Fawkes touring the streets seeking a

‘Penny for the Guy’, to top the bonfire while onlookers write

their names in the air with a lit sparkler. Nowadays most

bonfires are organised events. The important thing to

remember is to be safe. In your own bonfire watch out for

hedgehogs inside in a cosy nest. Follow the Firework Code –

keep all fireworks in a fireproof box, follow the lighting

instructions and when the evening ends, make sure the fire is

out completely!

Chippy joins the Hare Trail
Giant five-foot sculptured hares decorated by artists will be

popping up in and around Cotswold villages from 25 March to

10 September 2017. The Cotswold Hare Trail, run by the

Cirencester March Hare Festival, has run hare trails in

Cirencester and district for the past 3 years. Chipping Norton

businesses, groups and individuals can sponsor the sculptures

placed around our town, get publicity and attract visitors.

Next October the hares will be auctioned with the net profits

donated to charity. For more details contact the Festival

Director, at info@cirencestermarchharefestival.org.uk or by

phone on 01285 644354. Information also via Experience

Chipping Norton.

Police & Neighbourhood crime
The following is from local Police, Chipping Norton Town Council,
and press reports. 
Watch out for trouble – The local PCSO was at
September’s Town Council meeting asking the public to keep
an eye out for any suspicious behaviour. Mentioned particularly
were areas near Glyme Hall, the Leisure Centre and the
allotments. Follow up on any drug use or dealing is requested.

Car hits pub – Chipping Norton fire crews were called when
a driver had a lucky escape on 30 September after crashing a
car into the Greedy Goose pub along the A44. A wall into the
kitchen was damaged but there were no serious injuries.

Frauster jailed – A gardener who duped an elderly woman out
of her life savings has been jailed for his ‘despicable exploitation’.
Oliver Horspole of Edward Stone Rise, who had previous
convictions, was sentenced to 12 months for stealing around
£9,000 from a local 83-year old pensioner. He fraudulently
completed blank cheques for work never carried out.

Burglary – Between 2 and 16 September an unused
commercial property on Banbury Road in Chipping Norton
was burgled. Copper piping, a strimmer, and metal from the
roof was taken. Any information call 101. 

Thefts from vehicles – On 20–21 September, four thefts
from vehicles took place in Middle Barton, in Holliers Crescent,
Fox Lane and Dorn Close. Cash, a laptop and a handbag were
taken. If you know anything call 101 or, to remain anonymous,
please call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Bogus HMRC calls – Residents in West Oxfordshire are
being warned of a phone scam. Fraudsters pretending to be
from HM Revenue & Customs call unsuspecting residents
telling them they are under investigation and are due in court.
Please do not follow any instruction. Hang up immediately.
There are also scam emails from GOV.UK claiming the
recipient is eligible to receive a tax refund. Do not reply. To
report a suspected scam contact Action Fraud 0300 123 2040
or visit www.actionfraud.police.uk.

Have Your Say – You can chat informally to the Police
Neighbourhood team at Have Your Say sessions which are on
16 November and 14 December between 10 and 11am at
Chipping Norton Guildhall. 

Contact the local police via 101 (999 in an emergency) or
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Contemporary etching of Fawkes and fellow conspirators – he is
3rd from the right with Robert Catesby of Chastleton on his left
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Services & wreaths
The Chipping Norton Branch of the Royal British Legion, will

be leading the Town’s Annual Remembrance Day Parade and

Service on Sunday 13 November. The Parade will assemble at

10.10am outside Sainsbury’s and the Service in St Mary’s

Church will start at 10.45am. Anyone requiring a wreath

please contact Steve Kingsford on 01295 780558. The Two

Minutes’ Silence will be held at the Town War Memorial,

London Road at 11am on Friday 11 November. Please be at

the War Memorial by 10 50am. On Tuesday 15 November, the

Branch & Club will hold its AGM at the Crown & Cushion at

8pm. All welcome. 

Town War Memorial
This year, a dedication will be held to add another 11 names of
men linked to Chipping Norton, who died from both World Wars to
the Town’s War Memorial. The ceremony is in November, in the
presence of the Deputy Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, David Astor. The
RBL’s Steve Kingsford sets out the story:  

After Remembrance Day in 1947, posters appeared

announcing a meeting in the Town Hall on 26 November,

under the chairmanship of the Mayor, Councillor H G Lord, to

discuss the proposed War Memorial for the Town and appoint

a committee. Whilst not everyone was in favour of the idea as

St Mary’s Church already contained a memorial, the new

Memorial was commissioned. Standing at the intersection of

London Road, Rock Hill and Albion Street, and including a

Garden of Remembrance, it was unveiled in a ceremony on

Saturday 10 November 1951, pictured above.

The Memorial originally bore the names of 94 men who

died in the First World War and 21 from the Second World

War. The names were the same as those on the church

memorial apart from the inclusion of Nick Stockford who

died in WW2. Initials replaced first names on the new

Memorial. By 1971, however, the War Memorial was in a bad

state, with Town Councillors blaming shoddy construction. A

heated discussion took place as to whether the Memorial

should be bulldozed or repaired, with some councillors

stating that restoration was not a good use of public money.

Phrases such as ‘a scandalous waste of money’ and a

‘monumental error’ were bandied about. The British Legion

and Mrs Newman, widow of Albert Newman who was killed

in action in 1944, pleaded for the Memorial to be saved.

Fortunately a grant of £1,200 ensured its future and

responsibility for its care was taken over by the Town Council.

A further facelift, costing over £7,000, was carried out in

1990, and the name of F W Withers added. The Memorial has

been well cared for by the Council ever since.

The first new names since that of Fred Withers are being

added this autumn, with grants from the Town Council and

the Armed Forces Trust of Chipping Norton. The work will be

carried out by local stonemason Richard Noviss. Six are men

who died from the First World War, all of whom were born

and lived in Chipping Norton and are not remembered on any

other War Memorial in this country. Three have brothers

whose names are on the war memorial. Five men from the

Second World War are also to be added, only one was born

in the Town, but all have strong links to Chipping Norton., and

are not on other war memorials. The 11 are named below:

First World War
George Henry Aries was serving as

a Private in D company of the 1/4th

Battalion of the Oxfordshire and

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry when

he was wounded in action on 19 April

1917 during the Battle of Guillemont

Farm and was taken prisoner by the

Germans, but died the next day aged

29. He has no known grave and is

commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. He was the son of

Charles and Jane Aries of Horsefair, Chipping Norton and

brother of Wallace who died of his wounds in 1918 and is on

our memorial.

Ralph Urban Benfield was serving as a Private with the 9th

Battalion, The Worcestershire Regiment when he died of

illness on 3 October 1918 aged 27. He is buried in Tehran War

REMEMBRANCE 2016

Domiciliary Care Agency
At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,

we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can

mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to

help you to do this.

Our services range from companionship to

complex personal care by friendly, qualified

staff. 

We are a locally based company who are

committed to raising the standards of care

provided in people’s homes.

For more information please 

call: 01608 648656  email: info@carecc.co.uk

or visit our website: www.carecc.co.uk

Care Compassion and
Conversation Ltd

CQC Registered

Now recruiting part time/weekend staff

The dedication of the War Memorial in 1951
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Cemetery in Iran. He was the son of Charles and Adelaide

Benfield of 7, Primrose Court, West Street, Chipping Norton

and worked as a gardener. 

Ernest Betteridge was serving as a

Gunner with the 118th battery, Royal Field

Artillery when he died of sickness on 23

December 1918 aged 37. He is buried in

Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria,

Greece. He was born in Little Tew to

parents Joseph and Amelia (his mother

moved to Chipping Norton after the

death of her husband) and was the brother

of Albert Betteridge who is on the memorial.

Harry Betteridge was serving as an acting Corporal with

the 1st Battalion, The Hampshire Regiment when he was

killed in action on 12 May 1917 aged 35. He is

commemorated on the Arras Memorial for soldiers with no

known grave. He was the son of Henry and Mary Betteridge,

of 14, Rock Hill, Chipping Norton. 

Morris Dawes was serving as a 2nd Lieutenant with 10th (Service)

Battalion, The Essex Battalion when he was killed in action on 26 April

1918. He was aged 24 and is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial

on the Somme.  Born in Chipping Norton in 1894, the family moved to

Watford when he was seven. His brother Alfred is on the war memorial.

Wilfred Nason was serving as a Private with 1st Battalion,

The Duke of Edinburgh's Wiltshire Regiment when he was

killed in action on 3 August 1917 during the Third Battle of

Ypres. He was aged 32 and is commemorated on The Ypres

Menin Gate Memorial for those with no known grave. He was

born in Chipping Norton in 1885 to parents John and Jane

Nason of 19, The Leys. 

Second World War
Ernest Edward Bowser was serving as a Private in the 4th

Battalion, The Parachute Regiment when he was killed in

action on 27 October 1944 during Operation Manna, the

airborne capture of Megara airfield near Athens. He was aged

25. He was the son of Ernest and Alice Bowser having been

born in Plaistow in Essex. At the time of his death he lived at

1, Alfred Terrace, Chipping Norton.

Ronald Jacques was serving as a Flying Officer Navigator

with 463 Squadron Royal Australian Air Force, as part of the

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, and was killed in action

when his Lancaster was shot down over Belgium on 11 May

1944. He was aged 28 and is buried in Wevelgem Communal

Cemetery in Belgium. He was born in Chipping Norton in

November 1914 and was the son of Jack and Mary Anne

Jacques, licensees of the Kings Arms in West Street.

Leslie William John King DFC was serving as a Flying

Officer, Flight Engineer, with 617 (Dambusters) Squadron

Royal Air Force when he was killed in action on 24 June 1944,

when his Lancaster was shot down over France. He was aged

30 and is buried in Longuenesse St Omer Souvenir Cemetery.

He was the son of William and Emily Maria King, of Enstone,

who lived in Chipping Norton at the time of his death.

Gerald Plunkett was serving as a Lieutenant with the 231st

Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, the Royal Artillery when he was

killed in action on 10 April 1943 during the campaign to drive

Axis forces out of Tunisia. He was aged 23 and is buried in Sfax

War Cemetery.  

Oliver Plunkett was serving as a Pilot Officer (Navigator),

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve with No 3 School of

General Reconnaissance when he was killed on active service

on 16 August 1941 on a training flight from Blackpool. He was

aged 26 and is buried in Holy Trinity Roman Catholic

Churchyard, Chipping Norton.  His brother (above) is

remembered on his gravestone.

Austerity Poppy 
Here’s a timely story (just before

Remembrance Sunday) of the

remarkable journey of one rare

poppy recently found at the Oxfam

Books & Music shop in Chipping

Norton.

Shop volunteer Tony Samuel,

was about accompany his father to

the exact site where his

Grandfather had won the Military

Cross at the Battle of the Somme in

August 1916. At the very moment

that shop manager Tony Cooper,

was hearing about the planned trip,

he opened an old bible and found a poppy inside. He gave it

to Tony, to take it with him to France. 

After closer inspection and some online research, Tony

realised that the poppy dated back to the early 1940s – it was

an ‘Austerity poppy’. As contemporary newspapers reported,

only one in ten wartime poppies were, ‘of the more attractive

silk types. And even these will be smaller than usual. The wire

stalk is giving place to an ingeniously contrived cardboard

stalk, while the well-known metal centre is being replaced by

a painted paper centre’.

Tony and his father then visited the Poppy Factory in

Richmond, London, where the poppy has been placed in their

archive. Factory General Manager Bill Kay, said, ‘I’m delighted

to see this rare poppy back where it was made in the early

1940s. Our work here continues to provide employment

support to disabled veterans across England and Wales’. Both

Tonys are proud of their part in the story and encourage

everyone to look out for memorabilia which is always

welcome at Oxfam.

REMEMBRANCE 2016

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Oxfam’s Austerity poppy
now in the Poppy
Factory’s archive
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THE ARTS PROFILE

Jonathan started his art

training with a Foundation

Diploma at Newport

College in Wales where he

lived. He loved Wales and

the sea and continued his

studies there at

Aberystwyth University

with an Undergraduate and

Master’s Degree in Art

History and Painting. He

ended up tutoring part-time

at the University until his

dad told him ‘to get a

proper job’. He had been

applying for teaching jobs in

independent schools and

decided that a Post Graduate Certificate in Education was the

way to go. This he undertook at Oxford University, a course

specifically designed for artists who wanted to teach.

‘Throughout this period I continued as an artist. Lots of

people would call the landscapes I made abstract, when in fact

they were all based on seen reality,’ he said. ‘My goal was (and

still is) that my pieces transcended particular places and

became spaces in which to lose oneself. They explored the

importance of quiet contemplation in a chaotic world.’

Jonathan Moss 
In the first of an occasional series of interviews with Chipping Norton based artists and artisans, our reporter

spoke to Jonathan Moss in his Spring Street studio, Atelier St Louis. Please contact the Chipping Norton News if
you would like to be featured in a future edition.

Jonathan ended up being Head of Art and a

housemaster in a boarding school until his son was

born. ‘The birth of Louis was the end of my school

teaching career. Ironically we decided that a school

was not a good place to bring up a child, so upped

sticks and moved to France.’ His work in his French

atelier was still landscape-based, but focused on the

Holocaust through videos, photos and paintings of a

local concentration camp. Of this he said, ‘At the heart

of most of my work is an obsession with creating

beautiful objects which hide a sinister history, most

evident in my Holocaust project where visually

seductive images hid something far more negative’.

Although, while living in France, Jonathan was

continuing as an artist and running artists' residencies

with his wife Helen – partly due to the isolation they

felt – he was

not really exhibiting

on a large scale there

and his work was not

really accepted. So

then came another

life-changing decision:

back to England to

enrol at the Royal

College of Art, ‘I felt

that would really give

me a new impetus in

my work and give me new inspiration. I worked in the

printmaking department and that was when the change came

in my work, a shift to something a little less heavy. Since living

in Oxfordshire, I found I was using lights of different kinds,

making videos based on fairgrounds and fireworks, and then

basing prints on the videos, again seemingly abstract but with

a basis in the seen world’. 

The photo shows Jonathan in his studio with one of this

series of prints made on the press at the Oxford Printmakers’

Co-operative. ‘I chose to live in Chipping Norton partly for

the proximity of this open access fine art print workshop and

its wide range of printmaking facilities.’ This could be seen at

the recent exhibition of high quality prints at the Theatre

Gallery, one of which was Jonathan’s.

Jonathan was also at this time obsessed with the

Rorschach inkblot test – a personality test which involves the

evaluation of a subject’s response to ambiguous ink blots,

published in 1921 by Hermann Rorschach, a Swiss

psychiatrist.

He is now moving into a new phase and has an upcoming

project with the Oxford Wellcome Trust Centre for Human

Genetics, basing his videos and prints on T-cells. ‘I am currently

working with a Wellcome Trust scientist and developing new

work for an exhibition coming up in November in Oxford’ he

said, with great enthusiasm in his voice. He also told our

reporter that he has exhibited widely including Berlin, St

Petersburg, Paris, Grenoble and currently Chipping Norton!

What a talent on our doorstep. More information about

Jonathan at www.jonathan-moss.com

Jonathan in front of St Giles II 

'NV7' relief print influenced by
Jonathan’s interest in Rorschach’s

ink blots



Local Bus

Use them or lose them!

 V2 

Wed 

V2 

Wed 

V4  

Wed 

V4 

Wed 

V4 

Wed 

V8 

Fri 

V12 

Fri 

V19 

Tues  

Wed 

V26 

Mon 

Tues  

Fri 

V26 

Mon 

Tues  

Fri 

Toy Lane 9.53 -  14.12 - 10.18 - -  - 

New Street - -  - - - - - 9.10 - 

West St A - - - - - - - - - - 

West St B 9.56 - 13.16 14.15 - 10.22 - - - - 

Co-op car park 10.00 11.30 13.18 14.19 15.07 10.23 - - - - 

West St A - 11.32 - - 15.08  10.00 9.43 - - 

Health Centre /  

Hospital 

10.05 11.35 13.21 14.24 15.10 - a10.02R 
d11.26R 

a9.45R 
d11.43R 

9.12 12.59 

West St B - - - - - - 11.28 11.45 - - 

Co-op 

car park 

10.08 11.40 - 14.27 - 12.00 - - - - 

West St  A - 11.42 - - 15.15 12.02 - - - - 

New St -  13.24 - - - - - - 13.01 

Toy Lane - 11.44 13.25 - - 12.04 -   - 

a = arrives d = departs R = on request or in advance on 01451 832114 

Mondays – Fridays (except Bank Holidays)
V3 Shuttle Bus route

All Chippy’s buses are now commercial services – with no subsidies or tax support.
The companies are not charities.  If there aren’t enough passengers to make services
viable, they will be withdrawn.  To encourage people to use our local buses we have
pulled together all current information on local routes to create a comprehensive
pull-out-and-keep guide. We hope you find it useful. Information correct at time of

going to press,  but timetables do change.  So do check before travelling!

Location First  Hourly Last  
Health Centre (depart) 09.00 00 16.00 

Hospital bus stop 09.02 02 16.02 

Aldi car park 09.07 07 16.07 

Co-op car park (bus layby) 09.11 11 16.11 

CN School (& Highlands) 09.13 13 16.13 

Costcutter (via Waterbush Rd) 09.15 15 16.15 

West St bus stop A 09.19 19 16.19 

Dunstan Avenue 09.21 21 16.21 

Lewis Road (bottom) 09.23 23 16.23 

Southerndown Care Home 09.25 25 16.25 

New St bus stop 09.27 27 16.27 

West St bus stop B 09.32 32 16.32 

Co-op car park (bus layby) 09.33 33 16.33 

Marlborough Road (Aldi on req) 09.38 38 16.38 

Health centre (arrive) 09.40 40 16.40 

© Chipping Norton News

Stagecoach S3 buses also stop on London Road near the entrance to Russell Way, the access road to the Health Centre

Other Villager buses to Chipping Norton Health Centre
The Villager Community Bus Services 01608 658092 (Peter) or 01608 658579 (Keith) www.villagerbus.com

Chippy Shuttle 
Rotary Good Neighbour Shuttle Service around Chipping Norton 

The Villager Community Bus Services V3 Contact 01608 641833 (Gordon Brown); chrishogan@gmail.com
Fare £1 – concessionary passes accepted. These are the formal stops but the driver will stop for you anywhere along the

route  where it is safe to do so.

Services



X8 Chipping Norton – Churchill – Kingham – Kingham Station
Pulham’s Coaches 01451 820369 www.pulhamscoaches.com
Fare: return to Kingham Station from Chippy £4.70 (concessionary passes accepted after 09.00) 

 
CN Hospital - - - - - - 11.20 12.30 14.30 15.20 - - 
CN West Street B 06.00 06.45 07.45 08.15 

CNS 
09.37 10.37 11.25 12.35 14.35 15.25

CNS  

18.25 19.05 

Churchill  06.06 06.51 07.51 08.21 09.43 10.43 11.31 12.41 14.41 15.37 18.32 19.12 
Kingham Green 06.09 06.55 07.55  09.47 10.47 11.35 12.45 14.45 15.41 18.36 19.16 
Kingham Station 06.12 06.58 07.58 08.30 09.50 10.50 11.38 12.48 14.48 15.44 18.40 19.20 
Next train to Ldon  06.24 07.20 08.20 - 09.58 10.56 11.59 12.58 15.28 15.59 19.34 19.34 
 

Trains arriving 
from London 

- - 07.18 08.31 09.23 
09.51 

10.46 11.47 12.47 14.46 17.14 18.04 
18.45 

19.52 

Kingham  Station*   06.25 07.00 08.00 08.35 09.55 11.00 11.50 12.55 14.55 17.20 18.50 19.52** 
Kingham Green 06.29 07.04 08.04 08.39 09.59 11.04 11.54 12.59 14.59 17.24 18.54 19.56R 
Churchill  06.32 07.07 08.07 08.42 10.02 11.07 11.57 13.02 15.02 17.27 18.57 19.59R 
CN West St C 06.38 07.13 08.15

CNS 

08.48 10.08 11.13 12.03 13.08 15.08 17.33 19.03 20.05R 

CN Hospital - - - - 10.13R 11.18 12.08 13.13 - - - - 
CN West St B 06.38 07.13 08.15 - - - - - - 17.33 19.03 20.05 

Key: CNS = also serves Chipping Norton School on schooldays  * = buses will wait up to 5 minutes at Kingham Station to meet
late running trains      ** = the last bus will wait up to 20 minutes at Kingham Station to meet late running train      R = serves
this point on request

Mondays – Fridays (except Bank Holidays)

Information correct at time of going to press,  but t

 Mon -Fri      Sat    Sun     

Chipping Norton West St C 07.00 07.30 10.05 15.02 18.25  10.05 15.02 18.25  09.20 11.20 14.50 18.50 

Over Norton 07.05 07.35 10.10 15.07 18.30  10.10 15.07 18.30  09.25 11.25 14.55 18.55 

Long Compton 07.11 07.41 10.16 15.13 18.36  10.16 15.13 18.36  09.31 11.31 15.01 19.01 

Shipston-on-Stour 07.28 07.52 10.27 15.24 18.47  10.27 15.24 18.47  09.43 11.43 15.13 19.13 

Stratford  08.06 08.20 10.52 15.46 19.12  10.52 15.46 19.12  10.07 12.07 15.37 19.37 

 

 Mon-Fri      Sat    Sun    

Stratford 06.11 06.21 09.10 14.10 17.30  09.10 14.10 17.30  08.20 10.20 13.50 17.50 

Shipston-on-Stour 06.33 06.43 09.33 14.33 17.59  09.33 14.33 17.59  08.42 10.42 14.12 18.12 

Long Compton 06.42 06.52 09.42 14.42 18.08  09.42 14.42 18.08  08.51 10.51 14.21 18.21 

Over Norton 06.50 07.00 09.50 14.50 18.15  09.50 14.50 18.15  08 59 10.59 14.29 18.29 

Chipping Norton West St C 06.57 07.07 09.57 14.57 18.22  09.57 14.57 18.22  09.07 11.07 14.37 18.37 

Figures in italics are for school days only             Figures underlined are for school holidays only 

 

 Mon-Fri           Sat      

Chipping Norton West St B 06.30 07.45 08.50 10.30 12.15 13.15 14.00 15.20 15.55 17.35  08.00 10.00 12.00 14.00 16.00 18.00 

Chipping Norton School - - - - - - - 15.22 15.57* -  - - - - - - 

Chadlington 06.38 07.53 08.58 10.38 12.23 13.23 14.08 - - 17.43  08.08 10.08 12.08 14.08 16.08 18.08 

Spelsbury 06.42 07.57 09.02 10.42 12.27 13.27 14.12 - - 17.47  08.12 10.12 12.12 14.12 16.12 18.12 

Charlbury Church St 06.50 08.05 09.10 10.50 12.35 13.35 14.20 - 16.10 17.55  08.20 10.20 12.20 14.20 16.20 18.20 

Charlbury Sturt Close - - - - - - - 15.37 16.12 -  - - - - - - 

Witney Market Square 07.13 08.30 09.34 11.12 12.57 13.57 14.42 - 16.34 18.17  08.40 10.40 12.40 14.40 16.40 18.40 

Witney Sainsburys - 08.33 09.37 11.14 12.59 13.59 14.44 - 16.37 18.20  08.43 10.43 12.43 14.43 16.43 18.43 

 

 Mon-Fri          Sat     

Witney Sainsburys - - 08.40 09.40 11.25 13.10 14.25 16.40 17.25  08.55 10.55 12.55 14.55 16.55 

Witney Market Square 07.15 - 08.45 09.45 11.30 13.15 14.30 16.45 17.30  09.00 11.00 13.00 15.00 17.00 

Charlbury Sturt Rd 07.39 08.16 09.05 10.05 11.50 13.38 14.50 17.05 17.50  - - - - - 

Charlbury Church St - - 09.08 10.08 11.53 13.41 14.53 17.08 17.53  09.26 11.26 13.26 15.26 17.26 

Spelsbury - - 09.19 10.19 12.04 13.52 15.04 17.19 18.04  09.34 11.34 13.34 15.34 17.34 

Chadlington - - 09.23 10.23 12.08 13.56 15.08 17.23 18.08  09.38 11.38 13.38 15.38 17.38 

Chipping Norton School 07.53* 08.30 - - - - - - -  - - - - - 

Chipping Norton West St  07.55 08.32 09.31 10.31 12.16 14.04 15.16 17.31 18.16  09.46 11.46 13.46 15.46 17.46 

Figures in italics are for M-F school days only          * also serves CNS on school days    

X50 Chipping Norton – Shipston-on-Stour – Stratford
Stagecoach Worcestershire www.stagecoachbus.com

X9 Chipping Norton – Chadlington – Charlbury – Witney
Pulham’s Coaches 01451 820369 www.pulhamscoaches.com



    Saturday       hourly until         
CN Cornish Rd - 06.49 - 07.39 - 08.54 54 14.54 15.54 - 17.41 - 19.41 - - - 

CN West St A 06.05 06.56 07.02 07.46 08.12 09.06 06 15.06 16.06 16.51 17.49 18.26 19.56 20.56 21.35 22.56 

Enstone 06.13 07.04 - 07.54 - 09.14 14 15.14 16.14 16.59 17.57 18.34 20.04 21.04 21.04 21.43 

23.04Chadlington - - 07.09 - 08.19 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Charlbury Bell 06.20 - 07.20 - 08.30 - - - - - - 18.41 - - 21.50 - 

Oxford George Street 07.20 07.50 08.20 08.40 09.30 10.00 00 16.00 16.49 17.34 18.29 19.26 20.33 21.33 22.33 23.33 

Oxford Rail station 07.25 - - - 09.35 10.05 05 16.05 17.00 17.44 18.39 19.33 20.40 21.40 22.40 23.40 

 

S3  Chipping Norton  - Enstone - or - Chadlington & Charlbury – Oxford
Stagecoach Oxfordshire www.stagecoachbus.com

Monday  Friday excluding Bank Holidays (Figures in italics are for school days only) hourly until        

CN Cornish Rd - 06.30 -  07.08 - 07.28 07.58 09.04 09.59 59 15.59 - 17.47 - - - - - 

CN West St A 06.00 06.40 06.29 07.10 07.20 07.04 07.40 08.10 09.16 10.11 11 16.11 16.51 18.00 18.26 19.56 20.56 21.35 22.56 

Enstone 06.08 06.48 - 07.18 07.28 - 07.48 08.18 09.24 10.19 19 16.19 16.59 18.08 18.34 20.04 21.04 21.43 23.04 

Chadlington - - 06.36 - - 07.11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Charlbury Bell 06.15 - 06.47 - - 07.22 - 08.25 - - - - - - 18.41 - - 21.50 - 

Oxford George St 07.12 07.34 07.50 

07.55 
08.05 

08.10 
08.15 

08.25 
08.25 

08.35 
08.35 

08.45 
09.30 10.10 11.05 05 17.05 17.34 18.40 19.27 20.33 21.33 22.33 23.33 

Oxford Rail sta 07.17 - - 08.10 

08.15 
 08.30 

08.40 
08.40 

08.50 
09.35 10.15 11.10 10 17.10 17 18.47 19.34 20.40 21.40 22.40 23.40 

Sunday 
CN West St A 08.15 08.45 09.15 10.15 10.45 11.15 12.15 13.15 14.15 14.45 15.15 16.15 17.15 18.45 

Enstone 08.23 08.53 09.23 10.23 10.53 11.23 12.23 13.23 14.23 14.53 15.23 16.23 17.53 18.53 

Oxford George St 09.00 09.30 10.00 11.00 11.30 12.00 13.00 14.00 15.00 15.30 16.00 17.00 18.00 19.31 

Oxford Rail station 09.05 09.35 10.05 11.05 11.35 12.05 13.05 14.05 15.05 15.35 16.05 17.05 18.05 19.36 

Monday  Friday (excluding Bank Holidays) our y               

Oxford Rail station  06.55 - 08.45 09.40 40 15.40 16.30 16.45 17.00 17.15 - - -  - - - -  

Oxford  Gloucester Green 07.05 08.05 08.55 09.55 55 15.55 16.45 17.00 17.15 17.30 17.45 18.15 18.35 18.55 19.45 20.45 21.45 22.45 23.45 

Charlbury Bell/Wychwood Cl - - - - - - - 18.00 - - 18.44 - 19.29 - 20.35 - 22.35 - 00.27 

Chadlington - - - - - - - 18.09 - - 18.53 - - - - - - - - 

Enstone 07.42 08.44 09.35 10.35 35 16.38 17.31 - 18.01 18.01 - 19.00 19.36 19.33 20.42 21.21 22.42 23.21 00.34 

CN West St B 07.51 08.57 09.47 10.47 47 16.46 17.40 18.18 18.16 18.26 19.02 19.09 19.44 19.42 20.50 21.29 22.50 23.29 00.42 

CN Cornish Rd 07.58 09.04 09.54 10.54 54 - 17.47 - 18.17 - - 19.16 - 19.49 - - - - - 

Saturday                   

Oxford Rail station  07.40 - - 10.40 40 14.40 15.40 16.10 - 17.10 - - - - - - - - 

Oxford Gloucester Green 07.55 08.55 09.55 10.55 55 14.55 15.55 16.25 16.45 17.25 17.45 18.15 18.45 19.45 20.45 21.45 22.45 23.45 

Charlbury Bell /Wychwood Cl - - - - - - - 17.19 - - 18.39 - - 20.35 - 22.35 - 00.27 

Chadlington - - - - - - - 17.28 - - 18.48 - - - - - - - 

Enstone 08.35 09.35 10.35 11.35 35 15.35 16.35 17.25 - 18.05 - 18.55 19.23 20.42 21.21 22.42 23.21 00/34 

CN West St B 08.48 09.48 10.47 11.47 47 15.47 16.43 17.37 17.34 18.13 18.57 19.04 19.34 20.50 21.29 22.50 23.29 00.42 

CN Cornish Rd 08.54 09.54 10.54 11.54 54 15.54 - - 17.41 - - 19.11 19.41 - - - - - 

 

Oxford – Charlbury & Chadlington – or – Enstone – Chipping Norton 

 
Mon-Fri   hourly          until 
CN Cornish Rd 06.45 07.25 09.00 10.00 11.00 12.00 13.00 14.05 16.05 05 19.05 

CN West St C 06.50 07.30 09.05 10.05 11.05 12.05 13.05 14.10 16.10 10 19.10 

Over Norton 06.55 07.35 09.10 10.10 11.10 12.10 13.10 14.15 16.15 15 19.15 

Great Rollright 06.59 07.39 09.14 10.14 11.14 12.14 13.14 14.19 16.19 19 19.19 

Hook Norton 07.08 0748 09.23 10.23 11.23 12.23 13.23 14.28 16.28 28 19.28 

Banbury  07.45 08.25 09.50 11.00 11.50 12.50 13.50 14.55 16.55 55 19.55 

Saturday - hourly from CN Cornish Road at 07.10, 09.00, 11.00, 12.00, 13.00, 14.05, 15.05, 16.05, 17.05, 18.05, 19.05 

 

Mon-Fri     until       

Banbury 09.05 05 12.05 13.05 14.05 15.10 16.10 17.10 18.05 

Hook Norton 09.33 33 12.33 13.42 14.33 15.38 16.38 17.38 18.42 

Great Rollright 09.42 42 12.42 13.51 14.42 15.47 16.47 17.47 18.51 

Over Norton 09.46 46 12.46 13.55 14.46 15.51 16.51 17.51 18.55 

CN West St B 09.51 51 12.51 14.00 14.51 15.56 16.56 17.56 19.00 

CN Cornish Rd 09.56 56 12.56 14.05 14.56 16.01 17.01 18.01 19.05 

Saturday - hourly from Banbury at 08.05, 09.05, 10.05, 11.05, 12.05, 13.05, 14.05, 15.10, 16.10, 17.10, 18.05 

timetables do change.  So do check before travelling!

Service 488 Chipping Norton – Hook Norton – Banbury
Stagecoach Oxfordshire www.stagecoachbus.com

Sunday 
Oxford Rail station 09.40 10.10 10.40 11.40 12.40 13.40 14.10 14.40 15.40 16.40 17.40 18.10 18.40 19.40 

Oxford Gloucester Green 09.55 10.25 1055 11.55 12.55 13.55 14.25 14.55 15.55 16.55 17.55 18.25 18.55 19.55 

Enstone - 10.32 11.02 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 15.32 16.32 17.32 18.32 19.02 19.32 20.32 

CN West St  10.40 11.10 11.40 12.40 13.40 14.40 15.10 15.40 16.40 17.40 18.40 19.10 19.40 20.40 

hourly

hourly until

until



Key to routes &
timetable

* Diagrammatic representation of of Villager routes serving Chipping Norton.
For full details please refer to timetables available from Tourist Information

Centres in Chippy, Stow, Burford, Moreton, Bourton and at www.villagerbus.com

“North, south, east,

west, The Villager Bus

is always the best”

Our promise:“We bring you in,We take you home”

The Villager Community Bus Services 
“The Villager is like a club: I can have a good chat with my friends – and

buy a donut for the driver” says Ivy, our most senior passenger.

© Chipping Norton News

More than a generation of voluntary Community Service (Queen’s Award 2004)

Linking Chipping Norton to 50 towns and villages each week: 9 routes; 11 services; 5 buses (plus Chippy Shuttle)

Enquiries: 01451 832114 or Peter Warburton (01608 658092) or Keith Gowing (01608 658579)      

www.villagerbus.com              Low fares.  Bus passes welcome.

Villager routes serving Chipping Norton *
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The Theatre
Robinson Crusoe and the Pirate Queen tickets are selling

fast. Oh yes they are! The Pantomime runs from 15

November to 8 January 2017. Our Arts Pages co-ordinator

was curious to know why so many of the

cast are returning this year. Here are some

of their comments. Emilia Williams, last

here in Mother Goose in 2014 in the role of

the posh princess, said, ‘The atmosphere is

incredible. On stage, in The Theatre, in the

Town itself, you feel part of a very special

community. I have never laughed so much

on and off stage! I have lifelong friends from Mother Goose and

we meet up regularly; it’s as if we’ve known each other our

whole lives. I just cannot wait to start

rehearsals! It’s like a huge, extended, three

month long Christmas present to myself.’

Robert Maskell also appeared in Mother
Goose, as the baddy; in this year’s panto he

is the friendlier, but crazy, Captain Wallace.

‘I enjoyed Mother Goose immensely: such

wonderful theatre showing extraordinary

imagination and thinking outside the box.’ Also apparently his

family and friends missed his performance in the first half of

Mother Goose lingering over a pint so he

needed another opportunity for them to

see him tread the boards in Chippy! Jessica

Dyas, previously seen as Princess Beatrice

in Jack and the Giant in 2013, waxes lyrical

ahead of her role as Saucy Nancy, the ship’s

figurehead: ‘Theatre and cast and crew

alike, returning to Chipping Norton makes

my Christmas bright!’ Obviously we are in for a fun panto

once again. Oh yes we are!

The Rise and Fall of Little Voice – an exceptional

production reviewed by a member of the team. The most

recent in-house production which ran for ten performances

in late September was a triumphant piece of theatre. A co-

production between The Theatre Chipping Norton and the

Greenwich Theatre London (where the play then moved for

a further run), this black comedy tells the story of the

agoraphobic young girl in a northern working town who locks

herself away in her room. She is called Little Voice (or LV) on

account of her shyness, but when she is alone she sings along

to her late father’s favourite old records with a remarkable

vocal talent. The casting of the six characters was excellent;

LV’s seedy mother Mari (Julie Armstrong) and her daft

neighbour Sadie (Cally Lawrence) created an hilarious and yet

bittersweet relationship. Mari’s latest squeeze, the equally

seedy Ray (Jud Charlton) and his mate, promoter Mr Boo

(Sean Hennessy – known to Chippy theatregoers for his

appearances in Ali Baba and Cinderella), woo the hapless LV

(Sarah Moss) to sing in nightclubs until she breaks down. Her

saviour is young Billy (Oliver Burkill, straight out of drama

school and one to watch!). The continuous joy of the music

and songs, together with the superb acting, made this a night

to remember. The set was appropriately shabby and the

lighting, so often overlooked in a production unless it is left

wanting, excellent. Produced by Emily Moseley and directed

by Bronagh Lagan, Little Voice played to extremely good

audiences throughout its run and was loudly acclaimed at the

end of each performance.

Pirate Catchers – a production by young adults with special

needs reviewed by a member of the team. On 11 October ten

very excited young people gathered, with their families, in the

bar area at The Theatre prior to their performance of Pirate

Catchers, a shadow puppet play they had devised themselves

with the aid of the award-winning team of actors/artists called

Artburst. Funded by Carol Henderson, whose daughter

Sophie was in the cast, the production was a collaboration

with The Theatre who provided the premises free of charge.

(See item on Carol Henderson’s charity You and Me and

Supported Living on p11)

The cast, working with Artburst, had attended three

workshops where they decided on a story. They drew and

coloured the scenery for overhead projection, made the

shadow puppets and rehearsed voicing the characters in the

play. The show involved wonderful puppetry operated and

narrated by the cast from behind a screen and which told the

story of piracy on the high seas, storms, sirens, monsters and

of course safety at last, all accompanied by wonderful sound

effects and music. The end result was a delightful, inventive and

funny piece of theatre which had the invited audience laughing

uproariously and clapping wildly, especially at the curtain call

which was augmented by Gergo Zakonyi playing a jolly sea

shanty on a whistle and Chloe Haynes accompanying him with

the most amazing soprano voice.

Anne Gill, The Theatre’s Take Part Director, having seen

how much the participants enjoyed evolving and performing

the show, believes such activity is tremendously important for

those with special needs, but of course funding is just not

available from the Government. Anne is appealing to those

with expertise and funding to get in touch vis

anne@chippingnortontheatre.com to enable activities such as

the highly enjoyable Pirate Catchers to become part of regular

workshops and performances for those with special needs.

LV unimpressed by her seedy mother and boyfriend, Ray

Sophie
Henderson
(l) & other

cast
members

behind the
screen,
Chloe

Haynes
soprano (r) 

Photo Silver
Apples

Photography

Photo Josh Tomalin



20

THE ARTS

Other local events and news
Think of England Based on real events Think of England is a
rollicking new play about courage, bravery & swing dancing

staged by Anonymous Is a Woman Theatre Co. In the summer

of 1943, Bette and Vera travel the country hosting tea dances

for RAF fighter pilots stationed nearby. What the locals don’t

know is that the dance is a cover for the girls’ real purpose:

to send the men off to fight having experienced all of life’s

pleasures. Developed with ‘Live & Local’ as part of the

company’s ‘Developing Artists in Rural Touring’ scheme, the

play has been supported by Arts Council England. It will visit

the Crown & Cushion in Chipping Norton on Friday 2

December at 7pm. Tickets available from the Theatre Box

Office, www.chippingnortontheatre.com or 642350.

Local Jazz, swing, gypsy music group Fiddlebop have a

couple of gigs coming up locally. A return to the marvellous

Theoc House Café-Bar (85 Barton Street, Tewkesbury, Glos

GL20 5PY) from 8.15pm on Wednesday 30 November. Details

next month of their New Year gig or visit www.fiddlebop.org.

The Oxfordshire Craft Guild will be staging its centre-

piece six-week long exhibition at The Oxfordshire Museum in

Woodstock from 19 November until 31 December with over

25 artists showing their work. The Craft Guild seeks to

promote quality of making and design in a wide range of

crafts. All of their members have had to go through a rigorous

selection process, so visitors can be assured of finding a range

of quality handcrafted items to enjoy  Those looking to find

unique gifts for Christmas will find a wealth of beautiful

objects to choose from. The Guild is also exhibiting in

Chipping Norton Town Hall from 25-27 November. 

Oxfordshire Christmas Artweeks Events In November

and December many of the Artweeks artists and designer-

makers will hold Christmas Fairs or open their studios to give

you the chance to find unique gifts for the festive season. If

you still have your Artweeks catalogue, look for a little green

fir tree on the artist's site to see if they are involved.

Charlbury artists will have a Village Trail on 19 & 20

November, exhibiting in groups and singly all around the town:

a trail map will be available. Most will be open from 11am to

6pm. Other local artists getting involved include Rebecca

Abrey and Jill Colchester in Chadlington, (paintings and

drawings). Martin Sanders (wood turning), Sophie Carson,

(photographic prints) and Jonathan Moss, (painting and prints)

are all in Chippy town centre. See www.artweeks.org for

more details and times.

Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts Society's
November Lecture Lars Tharp will be speaking on

Hogarth, Harlots, Rakes and Crashing China. With his

observational genius and humour, Hogarth’s paintings are

‘snapshots’ of his world; In them he captures the ceramics

used at that time, right up to the very eve of the Wedgwood

revolution. Lars Tharp is well known from his work with the

BBC on the 'Antiques Roadshow' and other programmes.

Wednesday 9 November. Coffee from 10.15, lecture at 11,

Bradwell Village Hall near Burford OX18 4XF. Non-members

welcome (suggested donation £8). For more information

please seewww.cotswolddfas.org.uk.

Fifth Woodstock Poetry Festival 11-13 November
From Friday evening until Sunday night, poets will be

performing and reading their own work and the work of

those they admire. Poets attending include Liz Lochhead, the

former national poet of Scotland, Gillian Clarke, the national

poet of Wales, Carrie Etter, Deryn Rees Jones, Jane Draycott

and Jamie McKendrick. On Saturday Jenny Lewis leads an open

mic session and, for children aged 3-11, there is a free event

‘The Dinosaur Rap,’ with reading and activities with puppets

at Woodstock Library. The Festival will close with an Irish

Evening at Woodstock Social Club with traditional Irish

singing and music led by guitarist Nick Hooper and singer

Mick Henry, poems by Tom Paulin and Bernard O’Donoghue

and readings of Yeats. Most readings are held upstairs in

Woodstock Town Hall but for full details and venues visit the

Woodstock Bookshop info@woodstockbookshop.co.uk /

01993 812760.

Jazz at Blenheim Blenheim Palace is once again offering to

brighten up your winter weekends in a relaxing atmosphere

with smooth live Jazz music in the Water Terraces Café.

Performances take place on Sundays 10.30-12.30. A Park and

Gardens ticket or valid Annual Pass is required. Further details

at www.blenheimpalace.com.

Mendelssohn's Elijah performed by the Burford Singers

with the Cotswold Chamber Orchestra. 7.30pm Sunday, 20

November Church of St John the Baptist Burford OX18 4RY

Call 01993 822412 for tickets. For further details visit

www.burfordsingers.org.uk or see p20 of last month's News.
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ATC goes for gold!
Whilst our Olympians were winning gold this summer, the

squadron also brought home gold, in our annual wing

swimming competition, winning five out six trophies. Four

cadets were then selected to represent the South West

region, in the swimming competition early next year.

We joined the British Legion to take part in a memorial

Service of Central Flying School at RAF Little Rissington,

where we provided an honour guard and banner party.

At the end of September we held an open evening for

potential cadets and staff members. We put on various

displays including fieldcraft, first aid, adventure training and

even some drill, showing what recruits could do if they joined

the organisation. Our new recruits developed their training in

early October. They passed, their map reading and radio

communication subjects and even gained a Heartstart

qualification.

Four cadets travelled to Bentley Copse for a weekend to

take part in the wing’s adventure training exercise which

included climbing, abseiling, archery and orienteering. Finally,

10 cadets and staff braved the autumn weather and took part

in the Wing Tactical Leadership Course which included a

variety of fieldcraft activities.

We are now recruiting cadets aged 12yrs (in Year 8) and

over, and looking for new staff and civilian committee

members – no prior experience needed. To find out more

visit www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org

Cath Newport

Railway Club plan festivities
The autumn outing on 11 September to the Nene Valley

Railway in Peterborough was, as usual, a fine day with

excellent weather. There was plenty to see as it was their

special Steam weekend. Some members took time out to

explore Peterborough, especially the Cathedral which was

founded as a monastic community in 654 AD. A good pub stop

on the way home completed a perfect day. 

At the October meeting we welcomed old friend Michael

Clemens, with more of his father’s archive Railway films from

the 50s and 60s. He showed film of the Great Central Railway,

including Banbury and Brackley, but rather special was a short

film of the last train from Cheltenham St James to Kingham in

1962. Someone walked along the train talking to travellers,

but sadly the soundtrack has been lost along the way. No lip

readers among the members either! 

Something new for the meeting on 1 November. Long-

time member Jim Portlock will be our speaker, sharing with us

his memories of ‘California and its Trains’. 

To end the season, our Festive meeting on 6 December

sees the return of Miles McNaire. We enjoyed him so much

we felt he must make a further visit. This time his talk is on

‘Emile Bachelet and the Flying Train’, sounds intriguing! There

will be the usual glass (or two) of wine and hot mince pies,

not forgetting our famous Christmas Raffle. 

Do come along on this evening if you like the Railway

scene; our meetings are on the first Tuesday of every month.

Always a warm welcome for new members and visitors. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Chipping Norton Flower Club in Town
We met for the

first time in the

Town Hall in

September, and

we used the

launch evening to

help celebrate

our Emerald

Anniversary with

a specially baked

cake! We were

thrilled to be

joined by about

30 visitors and

feel the move into

the Town was a

great success.

Thursday 24 November is our open evening when we

welcome John Chennel to demonstrate In the Festive Mode in

the upper Town Hall. Tickets will be £10. For more details

please contact Ann (683289) or Kaye (01993 831146).

Elaine Parsons

Historians sample sausages & more ...
Local Historian Liz Woolley gave an informative and

illuminating talk at the October meeting of the Chipping

Norton History Society on Beer, Sausages and Marmalade. Liz

is a historian specializing in the history of Oxford and

Oxfordshire. She is particularly interested in the history of

‘town’ (as opposed to ‘gown’) and in the everyday rural life

across Oxfordshire in the nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries. The talk covered the history of brewing in Oxford

and leading brewers – the Tawneys, Halls and Morrells, and the

development of the famous Oxford sausage and Frank

Cooper’s Oxford Marmalade.

The Society hosts history talks on the second Monday

of the month at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall in

CLUB NEWS

David Trollope, Kaye Trollope, Pauline
Clarke, Ann Anson (chairperson) and

Elaine Parsons pictured cutting the cake at
the Flower Club’s Emerald Celebration

Saturday 26thNovember 
at The Crown & Cushion Hotel
7pm ~ first race at 7.30pm

Annual 
Reindeer Race

Night 

Chipping Norton Lions
www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk

Tickets £3
All profits to be used to help the local

community

Tickets from Gill & Co or on the door
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West Street. The next talk on 14 November will see Richard

Smith tell us about Britain’s Most Eccentric Sports. 
Rob Brown  

Stress-Free Sailing at Yacht Club
Chipping Norton Yacht Club

kicked off (splashed off?) our

autumn season with a talk from

Duncan Wells – RYA instructor,

founder of Westview Sailing,

voice-over professional, and

author of oxymoronically titled

Stress-Free Sailing.

Being a hands-on instructor

and practical man Duncan

complemented the usual slides

and videos with bits of rope (to

demonstrate clever knots), and

a lifejacket, which he wore for part of the evening. We

particularly liked the rustler’s hitch – demonstrated with

volunteers who held up a boat hook as a surrogate horse-

tethering bar outside an imaginary wild west bank. No one

was asked to be the horse. This hitch can be undone in a trice

with a tug on its bitter end, so, as a bank robber, one can be

out of there and out of rifle range in a jiffy. Nifty. Duncan

brought along a patented life-saving kit that he markets – the

MOB Lifesaver. This simple but ingenious kit makes retrieving

a casualty out of the water easier and faster.

In November our guest speaker is Andrew Pindar, a

keen yachtsman and, with his world-leading printing and

publishing business, sponsor of events and many

yachtsmen (and women) at the very top end of yachting.

For details and to book plase visit our website cnyc.co.uk. 

Roger Backhaus

Amnesty hear from the West Bank
Last month Maria Huff gave her account of how life is for

Palestinians, when working as an impartial observer and

Ecumenical Accompanier. Based in the South Hebron Hills in

the West Bank she spent three months there this year

accompanying Palestinians as they live their day-to-day life in

occupied territory. She gave us an interesting and insightful

account of her stay, focusing on a farmer and his family and

how their life differed to those of the Israeli settlers close by.

Write for Rights This month we are writing to prisoners

of conscience, their families and Human Rights groups under

threat. We know that the cards and letters received make a huge

difference to these people. They also can influence the authorities

incarcerating the prisoners as it makes them realise just how

many people around the world are aware of them.

Our next meeting is 7.30pm, 10 November Lower Town

Hall. All welcome. Details from Priscilla Peace 01451 830459.

Kaye Freeman

Fun-filled Folk evening
A smaller but select crowd this time (which was lucky as we

were in the small front room of the Chequers just off the bar

– a really cosy space). We were joined by three top notch

visitors – Mandy Woods, Mark Pigeon from Ascott Folk Club

and Colin from Witney Acoustic.

It was a really fun evening with standout moments

including Mandy Woods performing her own song This House,

a great version of Tokoloshe Man from Mark, Marcus’s City Of
New Orleans and more touching contributions from Gemma.

The people in the bar thanked us and said they had really

enjoyed being able to hear us. The next meeting of the Club will

be at 8pm on Monday 14 November. The venue will be announced

on the website (chippingnortonfolk.org.uk) but it will either be The

Chequers or the newly reopened Blue Boar just up Goddard’s

Lane. All performers and non-performers welcome. 

Patrick Moores

Stargazers marvel at Milky Way
As the summer

constellations melt

into the twilight sky,

Chipping Norton

stargazers are

looking to the East

in anticipation of

the exciting

celestial wonders

the night sky will

provide throughout

the Autumn and

Winter. This is also

prime time for

everyone to look closely at the Milky Way on any clear dark

night and appreciate that the myriad of stars you can see at

any one time is just a very small part of that huge galaxy to

which we belong. Our indoor meeting this month is on

Monday the 14th and will be in Long Compton village hall, 7.30

for an 8pm start. Guest speaker is Christopher Taylor,

Chairman of the nearby Hanwell Observatory near Banbury.

Christopher is a renowned astronomical historian and his talk

will be about Herschel’s Nebulae, everyone welcome.

November is also a busy time for CNAAG telescope drivers

with school events at Stow (7th), Bidford (10th) and Long

Compton (11th) plus a great public evening in prospect at

Daylesford Organics on the 9th. We are very fortunate to have

the quality of dark skies in the Chipping Norton area and CN

Amateur Astronomy Group (www.cnaag.com) remains

committed to preserve those conditions for present day and

all future stargazers. If you have an interest in the Universe

and astronomy please get in touch or come along to any of

our meetings, you will be most welcome

Robin Smitten 07527 224411

Greatest Horticultural tips
The Chipping Norton Horticultural Association returned to

their usual venue for the October meeting, after the very

successful Special Event in September (see report back page).

John Cornwall from Buckingham, on his return visit, gave a

slide presentation on Fungi, all his own photography.  Members

and friends were fascinated at the variety, colour, sizes and

numbers of fungi and mushrooms that can be found in our

woodlands and countryside.  An enjoyable evening was had by

all. The meeting on 16 November in the Methodist Hall, will

begin at 7.15p. with the AGM (please support the committee)

followed at approx. 7.30 by a talk given by Steve Brookes

(writer and broadcaster) from Stratford on Avon entitled The
Greatest Gardening Tips in the World. New members and visitors

always welcome – more details on our website cnha.uk or the

Secretary, Eileen Forse 643275.

CNAAG sets up for 'Look To The Skies'
event at RAF Upper Heyford'
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Mellowing days with the Ramblers
On the first Sunday

of October, a

beautiful sunny

Sunday afternoon,

eleven Chipping

Norton Ramblers

enjoyed a leisurely

walk around the

Hook Norton area.

The circular walk

headed towards

Swerford through grassy meadows, passing hedgerows of

blackberries and rosehips, with the last of the blue scabious

on the ground. On the way back to Hook Norton we

marvelled at the view of the old railway viaduct, a relic of the

Banbury to Cheltenham line, and had fun watching three pigs

squealing and arguing whilst looking for food.

Come and join us next time for a leisurely ramble of 4-5

miles. We meet on the first Sunday of the month, the next

date is Sunday 6 November, in New Street Car Park at the

new winter time of 1.30pm. For more details contact Heather

Leonard Tel: 643691 or email: rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk

or email jennyharrington@btinternet.com.

Pat Mannakee

History & mystery at CNWI
Ten members of Chipping Norton Women’s Institute

attended the Norton Group meeting at Great Rollright when

we heard a moving and thought-provoking presentation by

Dick Robinson about his great aunt’s experiences as a nurse

in France during World War I. At our own meeting on 12

October we discussed the programme for 2017-18, with a

wide variety of speakers and subjects being put forward. To

conclude the afternoon one member gave a fascinating insight

into her years as a foster carer, while another intrigued us

with the mystery of a misdirected letter. 

At our meeting on 9 November Doug Paxton is to

entertain us with a talk entitled The Lady loves Milk Tray which

will give us the opportunity to reminisce about our favourite

chocolates! Visitors and new members are always welcome to

join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15.

Prudence Chard 642903

WOWI members on Radio Oxford
In September West Oxfordshire Women’s Institute were

treated to another interesting talk from Gillian Cane on the

Magic of Bletchley Park which is worth a visit to experience at

first hand what she was talking about. Of course October brings

Halloween! We tried doing some unusual pumpkin carvings!

Photos in next month's News. One of our members went to

the WI Speaker's Day in Stonesfield, where potential speakers

audition and the audience fills in a form saying if they would

recommend them to go into the handbook. No pressure! Five

members were interviewed by Serena Andrews of Radio

Oxford, on their hobbies and interests. The interview and some

songs they had chosen were broadcast on the Breakfast Show.

We're looking forward, in December, to our annual

Christmas outing for a meal at the wonderful Whistlers. 

Please join us at St Mary's Parish Rooms Chipping

Norton on the third Monday of the month at 7.30pm 

Hilary Dix 646228

Chipping Norton Lions Club
We are now starting to prepare for Christmas. Even Santa is

getting ready, as his little note to me says:

Dear Children, 
Just a few words to remind you all that I am coming to your
Grotto early in December, so children please look out for
posters through November which will tell you where and
when I shall be. My postbox is now ready for all your letters as
I need some idea of the presents to bring you please. Looking
forward to seeing you all. 

Santa
PS The reindeer will be there before me for the Adults.

We will be holding the Reindeer Race again at the Crown

& Cushion Hotel – see advert p21 for details. If you’d like to

find out more, please contact Lions Vic and Dawn Hunt, email

hunt796@gmail.com tel:644159

If Lions have helped you in any way, then please can you

tell us about it by sending your stories to Lion John Roxby,

email johnroxby555@btinternet.com

And if you want to know more about Lions please visit

www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk We are always happy to

welcome new members – please contact Lion President

Maz 07507 535466, Past President Rob 01608 646003 or

Secretary John Roxby 01993 831743 to find out more

about what we do and perhaps think about  joining us.

Liz Nason

Green Gym at the Health Centre
Some of you will have seen us

hard at work at the Health

Centre. We have spent three

sessions there in the past

month, preparing the nearest

bed for the bumble-bee-friendly

flower bed. On the advice of

experts we have planted three

sorts of catmint, hyssop,

aquilegia, marjoram, pulmonaria,

rosemary, salvia and stachys –

about 300 plants in all! The

fourth session we spent at

Kingham Millennium wood,

generally tidying up and removing old brambles.

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning.

New members welcome! – to get fit and enjoy good company

while caring for the local environment. There are jobs for all

ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts may be

available. Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org, or email

jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington 643269

Single File gets out and about
Single Filers have been very active recently with a good

number of events, all organised by members. We had a circular

country walk starting in Broadway – lucky to find a fine, crisp

day for it. An enjoyable visit was to Chippy Theatre to see an

atmospheric film, Departure, based in France. And we shall be

seeing the new Bridget Jones film. A trip to see Handel’s opera

Alcina at Longborough was most stimulating. Other outings

included a visit to Stanway House, near Snowshill, to Art in

Action at Waterperry and to Broughton Castle. Always
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popular events were two birthday meals at Whistlers in

Chippy and the Duck on the Pond in South Newington.

Fortnightly social evenings continue at the Crown & Cushion.

Single File is a social group based in Chipping Norton, not

primarily a dating agency, for those between 45 and 70 who

may be single, separated, divorced or widowed. For more

information call 077655 98518 or visit

www.meetup.com/single-file-chipping-norton

Richard Dixon

Gardening of the future at NOOG
Last month’s meeting took us back over

the centuries when Max Askew of The

Oxfordshire Gardens Trust illustrated

their discovery of over 250 walled

vegetable gardens. Sadly, most are now

derelict but we could still glimpse the

ingenuity and expertise used to keep

large country houses fed on fresh

produce. An appropriate forerunner to

our Wednesday 2 November meeting –

when we look ahead to the opportunities

and shifts in gardening practice that we all

face as our seasons modify. Two members

of Transition Chipping Norton will discuss

Climate change: how do gardeners adapt? And our traditional

‘eating meeting’ on Wednesday 7 December will be a

celebration of bread! Free entry to all who bring some of

their home-made bread to share.

We meet at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Chipping

Norton. Visitors are always welcome (visitors £3, members

£1). For enquiries about North Oxon Organic Gardeners

please contact tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710,

www.noog.org.uk.

Chippy Labour Party – Quiz Night
Election, elections, elections. In May we had District, Town and

PCC followed by the Referendum in June and, before we had

caught breath, David Cameron resigned. Hopefully, no more

before next May.

Two election hustings were held, in Witney and Charlbury.

Most notable was the absence of UKIP, who presumably think

their work is finished. A mostly civilised debate in Charlbury

was marred for me by personal attacks from one or two

people.

In November we will hold another of our ever-popular

Quiz and Chips nights at The Chequers: 11 November at 7:30.

For our regulars we are bringing back Andrew and Matthew

as questionmasters. All are welcome, though there may be

political questions! Let me know if you would like to come.

We meet on the second Thursday of each month at The

Chequers. Non-members, supportive of Labour values, are

welcome. For more information on our activities contact me,

David Heyes at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

Join the U3A walkers!
Dr Alan Simpson of the Oxfordshire Family History Society

gave us an excellent introduction to researching family history

and some useful tips in his talk Exploring Your Roots. 

Membership of our

walking group – which a few

years ago had a turnout of 20

or so – has recently declined.

Our last walk boasted only

three people, the two in the

photo and one behind the

camera! But it was a lovely

day. We started from Enstone

and walked through

meadows to Heythrop Park,

then beside a stream to

Church Enstone and back to

the Artyard Café at Enstone

for tea and cake. We do usually have a few more walkers than

that, but we would love to see some newcomers. We normally

walk about 4 miles (2 hours) with a different route each time,

on the 2nd and 4th Thursday afternoon. Quite leisurely and

very friendly! Phone David on 676183 for more information

or visit our website u3asites.org.uk-chipping norton

Jenny Harrington

UKIP Corner 
Autumn has been busy to say the least, with our leader

resigning before she took office, playground antics in the EU

Parliament, and a By Election to fight! As I write this less than

a week before the Ballot, I am amazed just how different a By-

Election is. Obviously I do not know the result yet, but

indications point to a closer result than expected, with a total

of 14 candidates, including the ‘fringe’ parties. It is normal for

Chipping Norton, for all parties to behave impeccably, and, as

usual there was a certain amount of good natured banter with

even Ian Hudspeth (OCC Leader) joining in with a perfect

one liner last Saturday when I was alone on the Chippy Stall.

Should he lose his seat next year he has a future as a

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Papayas in Chippy? 
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Carol Penn from Burford Quakers; 4 January – no meeting, 1

February Accompanying people at Border Checkpoints in

Palestine ~ the experience of Maria Huff from Banbury

Quakers. 

The meetings are free to join but we accept donations

towards the cost of hiring the room. For those wishing to

experience a longer period of silent worship and getting

involved with a local Quaker group then everyone is welcome

to attend any of the local meetings on Sundays at 10.30am in

Charlbury, Banbury, Sibford, Witney, Oxford or Headington.

For further details see www.quaker.org.uk/meetings 

Ian Cave 

MS Society Christmas Gift Fair
The return of our annual

craft/gift fair, this time in the

Corn Exchange in Witney

10-4pm on Saturday 26

November. Here you will

find those special and

unusual presents from local

craft stalls just in time for Christmas. There will also be

the popular tombola and a raffle with must-have prizes

and you will be able to enjoy a cuppa while you take some

hard-earned rest from your shopping. So come along to

support your local MS Group, find out what we do, and

help us raise important funds to support all of those

affected by MS in West Oxfordshire.                                        

I can be contacted either by telephone 01608 645988

or you can email me: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson

CLUB NEWS

comedian! This election has been a huge learning curve, with

many lessons that will help in the future. As UKIP are the only

true Brexit Party, I hope that those who share our aim will

have supported Dickie Bird, which is why we hope that those

who recognise that Brexit means Brexit, will have voted UKIP.

UKIP.ChippingNorton@gmail.com or 07986 619518

Jim Stanley.

6th CN Scout group update  
Woodpecker Colony At

the beginning of October,

11 Beavers braved the

heavy rains and glorious

sunshine to camp at

Horley. A fantastic time

was had by all and the

Beavers achieved their

Nights Away and

Navigation Stage 1 badges;

some of them also completed their Outdoor Challenge and

Camp Craft Activity Badge. The Beavers took part in Archery

on Sunday morning, after a very cold night in their tents. A big

thank you to those parents who helped to put up or take

down tents. 

Cubs have been shelter-building using tarpaulin, sticks and

rope. Once the shelters were built they enjoyed playing in

them whilst enjoying a small picnic of hot chocolate and

biscuits. The Photography badge has got the pack looking for

good photo opportunities around town. They have learnt

about taking pictures from unusual angles and the effects that

can be made with long exposure times.

Scouts The recent County Patrol Camping Weekend

(CPCW) was attended by 14 scouts from Chippy. At this

annual camp the scouts are given a lot more independence:

they have to put up their own tents, cook on open fires, make

sure they have got the right equipment, decide on and shop

for the food. Here is what one of the scouts, Charlotte, said

about the camp:

‘This year’s CPCW was great! The theme was zigzag and

patrols had to host a picnic based on the theme. On the

Saturday evening there was a CPCW’s Got Talent show.

Archie, Elissa, Shannon and Angus all represented Chippy. The

highlight of the evening was when Angus cracked an egg on his

head – which helped us to come in second place!’ 

Explorers recently took part in a treasure hunt/quiz round

the town in the dark. Among other things they filmed

themselves singing a new national anthem for Chippy,

designed a special Chippy cake recipe, built model shelters

and took photos of blue plaques and pub signs. They did very

well on these, as well as showing their pretty good general

knowledge of the Town. The tie breaker was to spot The

Plough in the sky while we were eating chips on the Common

and they did this brilliantly.

Quaker Meetings
Quaker monthly meetings are from 7.30-8.30pm in the Lower

Town Hall on the first Wednesday of each month. Everyone is

welcome. Each meeting will include a short opportunity to

explore key issues, share our experiences and 20-30 minutes

of silent worship. Forthcoming meetings are as follows: 2

November Working with Prisoners ~ Sibford Quakers; 7

December Conscientious Objection to Paying Taxes for War ~

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for
Senior Citizens
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Terrific Town Support
CNTFC would like to thank all of the donors, sponsors, and

advertisers who have enabled the two men’s football teams to

turn out in full playing action for the Saturday men’s football

2016/2017 season. We have had great support to ensure there

are sustainable funds and equipment to secure the future of the

Club. Team photographs are being taken

and will be shown off in next month’s

News. The Club also wish to express their

huge appreciation to Ross Blake and those

at the Enstone Sports and Social Club for

allowing the two men’s teams to play at

their facility and to use the changing

rooms, bar and clubhouse. Lastly they

would like to thank the Town Mayor Cllr

Mike Tysoe and Cllr Richard Benfield for

their continued support and guidance with

regards to the current situation at the

Walterbush Road site.

Adam Hunt, CNTFC Committee

Club Logo – for Shaun Weller
The Club have created a unique logo

which has been applied to all football kit

shirts and training tops in memory of

former player Shaun Weller, who tragically

died back in 2012 following an illness.

Shaun’s family would like to say a huge thank you to the

people who, over the past four years, have helped to support

Shaun’s Liver Cancer Charity Fund. They are extremely happy

that Chipping Norton Town Football Club has honoured

Shaun by having the shirts and training tops embroidered with

his name and feather. 

Charmaine, Anthony & Tiana Weller & Kim Cross

Roll call of support
Financial donations: Chipping Norton Town Council, Gill & Co

Hardware Store, Chipping Norton Town Festival

Sponsorship: Owen Mumford - First Team kit, The Mid-

Counties Co-operative - Reserve Team kit (part), The Phone

Co-op- Fair Trade training & match footballs, The Phone Co-

op - Fair Trade training bibs, Bellway Housing - X30 training

tops, Express Buildings - leaflet/fixture card printing

sponsorship

Fixture card advertisements:  Express Buildings, A.P Autos

Recovery Service, Sarah Elizabeth Photography, Chipping

Norton Town Cricket Club, Express Buildings, Owen

Mumford, The Mid-Counties Co-operative, The Phone Co-op

Bellway Housing, Experience Chipping Norton, Wreal Sports

Product donations: CN Boots Store - first aid kit, freeze gels &

muscle pain relief creams, Mid-Counties Co-operative -

toiletries for both teams, Wreal Sports - X4 footballs

Thanks to Wreal Sports for fabrication and embroidery of the

new First Team kit, Reserve Team kit and training tops. 

In association with Experience Chipping Norton.

Chipping Norton Town Football Club
On the Ball

Following years of tradition, CNTFC is revived, up and running with two teams, currently playing
at Enstone, but still hoping to move back into Chippy. Here’s the latest.

First team update
Most importantly, CNTFC are now competitive on the pitch.

On 17 September Chippy did suffer a smash and grab loss

with a 3-0 defeat against a solid Charlbury Town who had two

set piece goals and a late breakaway as Chippy continued to

push forward. It doesn’t really tell the full story – though a

loss is a loss. Chippy were eager to get

back to winning ways away against Combe

on 1 October. Again a slow start saw

Combe take an early 2-0 lead, though

formation was reshuffled and Chippy took

a 3-2 lead just before half time through 2

goals from Kieran Watts and Joey Lee.

That was it for goals and Chippy were

comfortable without taking their chances

in the second half to secure the win. On 8

October Chippy suffered an embarrassing

loss to Brize Norton. From being 5-2 up

and thinking the game was won, Town

gifted goals to allow Brize to draw 6-6 and

win on penalties (3-0 ) after extra time.

Chippy goalscorers were Dan Bott x2,

Andrew Helby, Rhys Warner Carter x2

and Aaron Witham. On 22 October

Chippy drew 2-2 at home to Hailey

Dom Rickard, CNTFC Secretary

Forthcoming fixtures:
The next First Team fixture is an away game on Saturday

5 November, 1.30pm, Banbury Galaxy vs Chipping Norton

Town in the John Fathers Oxfordshire Junior Shield, 2nd round.

Visit www.witneyfootball.com for details of all fixtures

CNTFC are getting great support. It’s still your town team.
Why not join in, play, watch or help them out? Contact
Dominic_Rickard@QVC.com or call 07810 307213 

Remembering Shaun Weller

Shaun, a keen football player, is pictured
right with his daughter Tiana

The Club’s new logo honours Shaun
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Awards Season
As we near the end of the year, we enter the awards season

for sports. Look out in December for news of the Town

Sports Awards 2017. The deadline for nominations for the

County Sports Awards is Friday 11 November. For a full list of

categories for nominations go to the website oxspa.co.uk

Graham Beacham

Bowls Club
Following the com-

pletion of recent

improvements to the

Club building, Friday

16 September saw

former MP David

Cameron perform

the official opening

ceremony. Mr

Cameron gave an

address and then spent time mingling with other guests and

observing demonstrations of indoor and outdoor bowling. Mr

Cameron and other local individuals and organizations had

supported the Club’s successful bid for a grant of £70,000

under the Sport England – Inspired Facilities scheme which

had funded the improvements which include a two-way

Viewing Gallery for watching both indoor and outdoor bowls,

a new four-rink capacity indoor carpet and improved external

security lighting. It is hoped these will attract new players and

retain current membership.

Chippy Swifts
Chippy Swifts now have more teams than ever before with

players continuing to develop in a friendly and fun

environment with the Swifts motto at heart, #playtherightway. 

U7s, our

newest team,

created with

recruits from

the successful

Soccer School,

have begun

very well, with

goals from

around the

team and

some encouraging defending already evident after just three

games. They get on famously and are looking forward to the

rest of the season together.

U8s kick-started their season with a very successful

tournament in Ducklington. They enjoy the game immensely

and we have so many players in this age group that we have

created a second team. 

U9s were unbeaten in their first four outings, scoring an

incredible 21 goals while conceding just 4. They play a brand

of football well beyond their years and are a joy to watch.

U10s A brand new squad, the 10s are slowly learning to play

as a team with some great individual skill on display already,

they are improving all the time. Please contact Martyn Walsh

on 07775 696837 if interested in playing or coaching.

U12s have had mixed results – a 5-2 loss to Bampton saw

them crash out of the KO Cup at the first hurdle. But they’ve

had a superb start in the 'A' league as a brilliant 2-2 draw away

at champions Tower Hill was backed up with a highly

convincing 10-0 win at Grendon Rangers.  

U13s have a new manager and coach, plus both new and returning

faces on the pitch. After a stuttering start in the C League, they are

beginning to gel, their last fixture a thrilling 5-5 draw, leading to a

4-3 penalty shoot-out cup win against Deddington.

U16s After a weak start, they have slowly turned their form

around, with an impressive win away at Brackley last time out. 

Martyn Walsh

Chadlington Whites U15s
October saw a

team excursion

to Wembley for

the England v

Malta match

combined with

some shopping at

the London

Outlet Centre

and lunch. A most enjoyable day and an England win!

Their first League match saw the team play  Croughton.

Although they dominated possession, they failed to score, and

a break from Croughton resulted in the only goal in a highly

entertaining match. Chad Whites’ second round fixture in the

U15 Oxfordshire Youth Cup was against Summertown Stars

Tigers. The Whites dominated play with a half time score of 6-

1. Summertown then fought back but the final score was a 10-

2 victory for Chadlington. Many thanks to the Referee, Mike,

for running the line and hearty spectator support.

The Chad Whites U15 seek additional players. Please

email seymourmincer@ic24.net to find out more

Seymour Mincer

4 Shires Swimming Club
September was a busy time with two open meets in Bletchley

and Gloucester with some great results – 9yr old Zoe

Pearson getting four individual medals and our relay teams

winning two silvers and a bronze. Our Club Championship

on 2 October was a fun event with our Master members

being included in races with younger swimmers which helped

the less experienced gain valuable gala experience. The Club

will be focusing on achieving entry times for Winter Regionals

and Counties over the coming weeks. Abby Chapman, Louis

Bushby, Michael Pearson and Eloise Upton were invited to a

training day run by Oxon and North Bucks ASA. They were

taught new exercises to enhance race performance and how

to focus more on the process of the swim rather than the

outcome. This is how the ASA sees the future of coaching in

swimming. Ten of our county level swimmers are excited to

be off to Tenerife at half term for an intensive training week.

There will be a trial afternoon at Sibford School 4-5pm on 12

SPORTS NEWS

Kingham All Blacks F C

CHRISTMAS BINGO & RAFFLE
Tuesday 13th December
Kingham Village Hall
Doors open 6.45pm
Eyes down 7.30pm
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November for anybody interested in joining a competitive

club – please book your place through

membership@4SSC.co.uk. Participants should have ideally

completed stage 7 of the ASA Learn to Swim pathway. 

Philippa Upton

(Sports Editor Graham Beacham adds: Many thanks to Louise

Berry who has now stepped down as 4SSC reporter for all

the articles she has sent over the years. )

American Football
Last month Chippy’s Grant Phillips Tebb

(pictured with his medal!) helped

Oxford Saints win promotion to

Division 1 but the Saints will have to

wait until the New Year to find out

which higher division of the BAFL they

will play in. Possible opponents include

the London Olympians or the

Birmingham Bulls. Anyone interested in joining the team can

go to the next Rookie sessions on Sundays 27 November and

11 December at 11.30am at Tilsley Park, Abingdon. See

Oxford Saints Facebook page for details.

Andrew Phillips Tebb

SPORTS NEWS

Jado Kuin Do Enstone
The World Jado Organisation’s newest

academy is opening on Saturday 5

November at Enstone Parish Hall (OX7

4AZ). Jado Kuin Do is a modern practical

art of self defence founded by Master Jake

Ogden in 1998. More than just physical

activity, it creates awareness, self discipline and

mental calm. Seemingly simple yet complex, it encompasses

strength, speed and power coupled with sensitivity, accuracy

and grace to guide students in a never ending circle of

learning and self discovery. Open to ages 5 to adult, Jado Kuin

Do aims to make martial arts accessible to all in a fun

environment. Jado Kuin Do Enstone is offering  two free

sessions to start your journey. For more information and to

arrange your trial sessions contact; Neal Edmunds on 07534

407235

Youth Cricket
Six Youth players in our U10s to U16s have joined County

Pathway winter training selection sessions – they are: Nathan

Boswell, Elodie Brown, Laurie Husband, George Compton-

Alway, Jack Stott and Will Walters. We wait to see if they

progress further. Jake Brown, Lottie Oxton and Morgan

Stevens will be resuming training after County Development

Team action last season. The Club AGM is on 5 December at

the Clubhouse. We need help to run this club successfully

next season. If anyone is willing to take something on contact

Youth Co-ordinator, Sue Powell.bloxhamsue@aol.com.

Sue Powell

Rugby
The First XV are third in the Berks, Bucks and Oxon

Championship and are currently three points behind the

leaders, having previously managed to top the league for a

week. At the time of writing, the team had an impressive

home win of 41-7 against Berkshire Shire Hall. They hope to

go straight back up a league, following relegation last season.



A group of CNS Year 12 Dance Leaders accompanied by Mrs

Du Cros and Mrs Fisher went along to St Mary’s School to

lead a Dance Workshop. The workshop was based on the

book Giraffes Can’t
Dance, and the

pupils were split

into groups and

taught a small

dance which they

then performed to

their peers. The

Dance Leaders

really enjoy the challenge and hard work to get to a level

where they can teach the younger children the necessary

skills to achieve this. 

We are delighted to host these events and our Year 12s

really do hone their leadership skills. Thank you so much to all

the staff at St Mary’s for their welcome; it was a lovely event. 

29 Year 4 & 5

students from our

primary partnership

schools took part in our

first Able Gifted and

Talented workshop of

2016 – 2017. Mr

Redman, Mr Crudge,

Miss McSwinney and Mr

McPhillips welcomed the pupils to the D&T Department

where they were set a recycling project of making key rings

from plastic bags. One of the highlights was watching the laser

cutter working and cutting out each key ring. The pupils then

had to sew around the key fob which proved to be quite a

challenge for some. Our Year 12 Leaders, Alice, Frazer and

Ellen were impressed with the pupils’ determination to finish

the product and their eagerness to learn to do something

new. They really enjoyed the opportunity to support the

younger pupils.

Chipping Norton School
Annual Sports Awards: We held our 8th Annual Sports

Awards celebrating the sporting excellence of our students. A

number of awards were handed out including: dedication to

sport, sportswoman and sportsman of the year and team of

the year. It was another fantastic evening hosted by former

Welsh international rugby player Philippa Tuttiett who gave an

inspirational speech about her sporting career and how she

overcame adversity to play international sport for well over

10 years. Over 200 parents, students and teachers celebrated

and credit must go to all those students nominated.

Success in Singing Exams: Congratulations are due to

three Year 11 students who recently passed their ABRSM

Singing exams. Keara Koterwas achieved an outstanding result

in her Rock school grade 4 examination. She scored 94%

which is a very good distinction. Isabel Sladen did well in her

grade 3 Rock school examination, achieving a good merit.

Chloe Hastings also passed her grade 3 ABRSM examination,

with a good pass.

Author Jo Cotterill ‘electrifies’ Year 7s: Award-winning

children’s author Jo

Cotterill spent a

morning at school

talking to the Year 7s

about her part

novel/part comic

book Electrigirl

series. The students

greatly enjoyed her

lively interactive talk.

She also ran a

creative writing workshop for a selection of Year 8/9 students

and was interviewed by the Reading Club over a picnic lunch

in the library, who celebrated her latest novel A library of
Lemons by eating lemon drizzle cake in the library.

CNPS news: Twenty primary Football teams took part in

the annual CNPS U11 Football Tournament on CNS sports

field. The tournament was run by CNS Year 12 Sports Leaders,

who took key roles in running the whole event. Each primary

team played exceptionally well, putting their hearts into every

match. As always, we are so impressed by the hard work that

goes into preparing the teams by the primary teachers and

the support from parents and friends. Our Year 12 Sports

Leader really enjoyed the challenge of running these events.

Big School Girls Winners – St Mary’s

Small School Girls Winners – Enstone

Big School Boys Winners – Hook Norton

Small School Boys Winners – Enstone
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St Mary’s Primary 
Open Morning: On 30 September, St Mary’s opened its

doors to the public, inviting prospective and current parents

to view the School in action. Skilled ambassadors, namely a

large group of Year 6 children, accompanied the visitors on

tours of classrooms and in so doing had the opportunity to

explain to visitors why they were so proud of their Primary

School.

Visitors had the opportunity to see children at work and

were able to see how we teach a range of subjects including

Maths, English, Phonics, Art, PE, Computing and Geography.

Some children demonstrated their outdoor learning lessons

where culinary skills are developed and team building skills

are enhanced through a range of activities. At the start of the

tour, parents were particularly interested in watching children

thrive in our highly successful Foundation Stage; recently

graded ‘Outstanding’ by OFSTED.

At St Mary’s, provision includes one hour per week of

free instrumental lessons delivered by the Oxfordshire
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Schools Music Service which is paid for from the School

budget. At the Open Morning the tutors from this service

were on hand to talk to parents about the provision and to

promote the school orchestra that is also provided weekly as

an after school activity. Our school caterers and Friends

Association provided welcome refreshments for all visitors.

If any interested parents missed our Open morning and

would like a personal tour with the Headteacher, please

contact the School Office on 01608 642673 to arrange an

appointment. 

Harvest Festival: The whole school were welcomed by

members of St

Mary’s Church to

join together for our

Harvest festival. The

children and their

parents donated

fresh and tinned

foods to members of

the local community

and came together

to thank God for a bountiful Harvest and to think about

those less fortunate. The service was well attended by visitors

and parents who were treated to a range of Harvest songs,

prayers and blessings. The School would like to thank all

parents who donated food and all who came to support us. 

Prayer Space: A great

buzz was felt around the

School this week as the

Prayer Space was once

again being set up. The

children were able to

visit to learn about God’s

involvement in the world

around us in the various

areas. Millie Bristow

enjoyed the tube because

it made her think about

what other children

haven’t got in the world.

Leon Schmidt said that learning about children not drinking

clean water made him very sad. Daisy Fagen liked the weaving

of the cross, which will be displayed in school when

completed. 

Football Tournament: We started the new school year as

we ended the last, on

winning form. Year

5/6 participated in

the Partnership

Football Tourn-

ament. The boys

came in second place

with Jack Fagen and

Jia Che Chan as

Sporting Champions.

The girls came in

first place with goals

from Sporting

Champions Jasmine

Drinkwater and Cadence James and superb goalkeeping from

Chloe Deering.
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Holy Trinity Primary 
If you are interested in your child starting at Holy Trinity in

September 2017, please contact the School Office (01608

643487) to arrange a visit. We are happy for you to meet our

Headteacher, staff and children and take a tour of our happy,

thriving school.

Year 6 Residential: A report from Caspar about his trip to
Yenworthy Residential in Devon. The powerful lumbering wave

loomed over me, on invitation for an amazing surf. I hastily

clambered onto my surfboard and started to paddle just as

the rippling wave broke. I zoomed forward, trying to stay on

with all my might as I struggled to stand up. I could hear the

shrieks of delight from my classmates as they fell off their

surfboards. I wanted to stand up so much… yes! I managed it.

Once you stand up on a surfboard, you feel like you can

conquer the world. It was such a great feeling even when I felt

as if I had gulped down half the ocean. The briny salt water

engulfed my throat, but it didn’t matter. I stood up! I had never

been so happy.

Walk-in Clinic: Mrs Buchanan held her first walk-in clinic as

SENCo/Headteacher. The clinics also give parents and carers

the opportunity to talk with the senior leadership team about

their visions and ideas for the future of Holy Trinity on an

informal basis. The first clinic proved to be such a success, we

have decided to run these throughout the year.

French Day: We held a whole school ‘French Day’ in

October. One of our parents, who was born in France came

into school to talk to the children about her French

childhood, and the children were able to compare the French

culture with our own. Throughout the day each class took

part in French themed activities, including playing in a boules

contest, trying some French food and learning songs and

games in French. They also enjoyed a French menu at

lunchtime!

School Games Gold Award: We were awarded the Gold

Sport’s Games Award. This is a great boost to one of our

school’s key priorities for this year, which is to ensure all our

children are educated in how to live a healthy lifestyle. 

Class trips: have included a Year 6 visit to the STEAM

Museum in Swindon, where they were evacuees for the day.

There was

also a Year 3

trip to Hill

End, where

the children

lived the life

a Stone Age

child.

On both of

these trips,

the children

had lots of

fun, but decided that they preferred living in the 21st century.

TEAMs 4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal: We will be

continuing to support the Christmas Shoebox Appeal this

year. If you would like to support this charity, please can you

bring in your decorated shoeboxes into school by Friday 18

November. Labels indicating whether boy/girl and age are

available from the School Office. 

Forest School: The Oaks and Sycamores from Year 2 had

their first trips to ‘Forest School’. The sun shone and it was

great to be back in the woods. The children have constructed

a rope swing which they shared with their friends, pulleys and

a fantastic den from fallen branches. We all ended the session

with a well-earned hot chocolate and toasted marshmallow

around the fire.

MacMillan Coffee Morning: The parents, children and staff

all enjoyed our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning and cake

Sale. We managed to raise over £100 for this worthwhile

charity. We will also be wearing Pink for Cancer Research

later in the month.

PTA: Christmas Fayre: 6.30-9pm on Friday 25 November

– see poster left for full details.
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Middle Barton School
Middle Barton’s

recently elected

School Council

has already been

busy this term

organising and

holding their first

fundraising event.

As a group, they

decided to take part in Macmillan’s ‘World’s Biggest Coffee

Morning’ on Friday 30 September. A coffee and cake

afternoon was held for parents and members of the

community in the afternoon which was followed by a cake

sale for everyone after school. Children were also able to

bring in £1 and wear a green accessory, in addition to their

school uniform, to support the charity’s colour. We were

overwhelmed with everyone’s kind donations of money and

cake and together we raised a fantastic £316! Thank you to

everyone who came and supported Macmillan. It was a very

enjoyable and successful afternoon. The School Council will

continue to meet on a regular basis and will now begin to plan

their next fundraising event for Children in Need. 

We also had a busy day celebrating European Languages

Day across the School. Children could wear the colours of a

European flag and enjoyed a continental breakfast in the

morning. In assembly, we explored countries on map and

learned a song in French. Each class then enjoyed a range of

activities throughout the day which supported all of the global

work we already do in school.

Kingham Primary 
New Reception class: We can hardly believe our new

Reception children have been in school for 2 months already.

In that short space of time, they have done so much: Busy

Finger morning activities, literacy games, maths learning,

phonics, outdoor play, painting, made skeletons, visited the

forest, gymnastics, Rugby Tots, whole school assemblies, made

new friends and tackled lunchtime! 

Years 1 & 2 Great Fire of London Workshop: What an

exciting morning we had when Freshwater Theatre Company

brought the Fire of London to Kingham. We stepped back in

time to 1666 and looked at the lifestyles of the people of

London. We recreated how the Great Fire began in our very

own bakery on Pudding Lane before transforming into the fire

with an outstanding fire dance – recreating the movements of

the fire. 

Years 3 & 4 Roman Workshop: Y4 children report: Two

centurions came to tell us about how Romans lived! Molly

was called a ‘double donkey’ because female Britons 2,000

years ago wore two ponytails and boys only had one. We

made a ‘testudo’ (a tortoise shell) with our Scutum (shields).

One group threw pilums (javelins) and the other group used

their Scutum to protect themselves. We learned a lot about

the Romans and all in all, we had a brilliant day.

Acorns Primary 
Sports Award: Acorns

Primary has been

awarded the School

Games silver award for

participation in sporting

competition during the

2015-16 academic year,

an improvement on the

bronze award achieved

in 2014-15. In many

cases we actually met

the criteria for a Gold

award. The School successfully achieved a very high

percentage of participation in extra-curricular activity and

offered a wide range of different sports and opportunities to

participate at Level 1 (inter-school) and Level 2 (against other

schools). All Year 5/6 children and many children in Year 3/4

represented the School in level 2 competition last year and

our Sports Captains had a greater input into the organisation

of sporting events. Our sports team have a brand new kit for

competitive matches this year. Unveiled at the Shipston

cluster football league matches, our Year 5/6 children looked

very smart on the pitch and showed determination and skill,

to finish the league in third place.

Open Mornings: Our open mornings for parents of

prospective Nursery and Reception children take place on

Monday 7 – Friday 11 November, at 9.30am.

Chadlington Primary 
Julia Donaldson Fundraising event: We are very lucky to

have the author of The Gruffalo, Julia Donaldson, coming to

Chadlington this Autumn to do a very special event for us. She

will read to us some of her most popular books, raising funds for

the Friends of Chadlington School. Everyone is very excited...

Autumn Term trips: Our Dragons and Wizards are looking

forward to going to see The Nutcracker at the Royal Opera

House in November after taking part in a workshop with the

Royal Ballet. This was a result of the School submitting a

successful application against dozens of other schools

nationally. Meanwhile the Pixies and Elves will be going to see

the local pantomime in Chipping Norton and will enjoy
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cheering for one of our own pupils from the Dragon's class,

Gracie Ogden, who was selected to perform as part of the

team of Pantomime Pippins this year.

Walking the Wychwood Way: The School has already

completed the second leg of their plan to walk the whole

length of the Wychwood Way as part of our We Are

Conservationists topic this term, combining it with various

outdoor activities.

The Town Nursery
Nursery School 4 have had a busy few weeks, joining St Mary’s

School for the Harvest

Festival Church

service, drawing

seasonal vegetables

and making crumbles

using apples from our

field. We have also

been out visiting

Gruffalo Woods

(Banbury Road) where

we have been

observing the changes in season. One group of children

collected leaves, seed heads, feathers and twigs then sat in the

woods pushing them all in to their clay they had carried up

the woods. The children collected different sized sticks and

twigs that they thought we could use to make into stick men

when we returned later in the afternoon. The children love

being free to explore and investigate outside of the Nursery

environment. We spent one morning playing games on the

small dip, running and rolling down it. Then this week they

ventured further into the woods and found the old fallen tree,

where we stopped and spent time climbing all over the roots

and trunk before setting off for a walk round the field, then

returning to Nursery for lunch.

Chipping Norton Pre-school
We have had a wonderful start to the new school year. We

have welcomed lots of new boys and girls as well welcoming

back some familiar faces. We wish all our leavers a wonderful

start at school and hope you are all settling in well.

We have been very lucky with the weather so far this

term and the children have been outside every day playing the

in sand, with the mud kitchen, and riding the bikes around.

The children have been collecting leaves and twigs to

make wonderful collages from the trees in the sensory garden

and also apples eaten as snacks.

We were very grateful last month to receive £480.97

from the Midcounties Co-operative Good Causes Fund and

will certainly put the money to good use.

And finally do come along to our ....

Kingham Hill School
Award winning author helps celebrate new school
library: We were very

pleased to welcome

guests from the

community to a special

library celebration event

that centred on the

theme of the power of

reading. Celebrating the

theme ‘Tolle Lege’, take

up and read, the day gave

the chance for invited

guests to tour the new library and listen to a talk from award

winning thriller writer and former Kingham Hill School pupil,

R J Ellory. Ellory, pictured above with Head Teacher Nick

Seward, spoke about how a number of historical icons and his

grandmother inspired him to become a reader and how this

encouraged him to pursue his dreams of becoming an author.

Pupils convert hard work into rugby success: Sixth

Form pupils Josh and Adam both celebrated their recent

achievements on the rugby field. Josh has started training at

the London Wasps Academy and said, ‘It has always been my

dream to play the sport I love. I hope to become the best

player I possibly can be, and to learn from the very best.’

Adam was selected to play for the Irish Exiles, a rugby

organisation that represents Ireland at youth international

level. Adam was selected for the U18 squad tour of Ireland

where he got to play against renowned team, Leinster. 

Sibford School 
Sporty start to new term: It’s been a sporty half-term for

pupils at Sibford

School in Sibford

Ferris. In September,

International hockey

player, Chris Cargo,

a member of Team

Ireland Men’s

Hockey Squad for

the Rio Olympics,

visited the School to

share some

coaching tips. PE

Teacher, Allison

Warrillow, said, ‘It was a fabulous day and the girls picked up

some really expert advice. To have a visit from an Olympic

athlete so soon after the Rio games was a great coup and we

were really grateful to Chris for spending the day with us’.

Two weeks later, former world BMX champion, Mike Mullen,

visited Sibford to run a series of BMX workshops for pupils

in Years 7 and 8. Meanwhile, on the equestrian front, Sibford

pupils Anoushka and Piers George, India Edwards and Billy

Burton competed in the Beachborough Eventer Challenge+,

beating off strong competition to bring back the trophy in the

Novice Class.

Whole School Open Morning: Monday 14 November,

starting at 9.45am with refreshments and will include

presentations and tours of the School. For further infor-

mation, call Elspeth Dyer on 01295 781203.

Equestrian success: Billy, India, Piers and
Anoushka with their trophy

Christmas Shopping Evening
18 November  

7.30-9.30pm in the Town Hall. Tickets £3

include a glass of wine & a mince pie.

Enjoy lots of fabulous stalls and a great

evening. Raffle tickets are available from Pre-

School if you can’t make it on the night –

some amazing prizes to be won! 

Chipping Norton Pre School
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Christmas Tree help
It is that time of year when I ask for help with

putting the lights on the Christmas trees that

adorn our Town during the festive season. This

event very much relies on volunteers and would

not happen without their help. We will meet at

9am on Sunday 27 November in the Lower

Town Hall and it takes about 2½ hours. The

trees will be erected by the Town Council’s

contractors on Monday 28 November where some further

help is needed to take out the trees to the contractors. This

also starts at 9am. The trees will come down on Sunday 8

January 2017 and help is needed to collect the trees and take

off the lights. Starting time 9am at the Town Hall. Please help

us in this task, as without your help the trees do not go up.

Pat Lake

Sort our rubbish problem
There seems to be a blurring of lines as to who collects what

between recyclable waste collected by WODC and landfill

waste run by OCC. With neither actually wanting or capable

of collecting or disposing of our waste,  a third level of

management (UBICO from Cheltenham) is now contracted

to collect and dispose of our waste, at the same time

introducing a £30 increase in rates, disguised as ‘Green’

collection tax, to help pay for it!! The New St and Albion St

sites, supplied and run by WODC to collect additional

recyclable waste, and is inundated with landfill waste

(mattresses, electrical goods etc) which is OCC's

responsibility. No wonder neither wants to accept liability.

OCC should be duty bound and place a large skip at these

places for this waste until they can establish a new site

preferably supporting reopening Dean Pit, (which I believe still

has some infrastructure). 

Dean Pit was not closed by the need for money saving

but by the influence of local aristocracy. Now the Prime

Minister and local MP has resigned, Sir Barry Norton

former election agent for the Prime Minister is no longer

leader of WODC, and the Conservatives at OCC no

longer have the huge majority they did have – so  perhaps

it is time to campaign to reopen Dean Pit again. As for the

‘tax’ proposed for the Green bins, these are rarely used

during the winter months. I'm sure many would agree the

£30 increase in tax/rates whatever would be better spent

reopening Dean Pit. Over to you District Councillors!

Glyn Watkins
The Shepard Way statue
Hi Dear Readers. I’m so pleased you enjoy my statue on the

corner of Shepard Way (last month’s News). I replaced an

overgrown Laurel bush that was impeding the growth of two

beautiful ash trees. These we must look after as we have lost

so many to Ash Dieback. Bless you all.

‘Saint Rowell’
Churchill Road footpath
Thanks to Margaret Burden (October edition) for clarifying

which authorities are responsible for the upkeep of footpaths.

This information is useful, but may I point out that my original

comment, which resulted from walking to Churchill in early

June, also concerned the state of the footpath (pavement?)

which adjoins the road to Churchill from the town boundary

as far as the Cornwell turning. Whilst the undergrowth has

since been cut back, parts of the path itself have almost

disappeared due to wear & tear. If the path could be cleared

to its original width and resurfaced it would make it easier for

walkers along what can be a rather busy road.

Michael Goscombe
Save the Children thanks
Thank you for all who attended and contributed to the coffee

evening recently (29 Sept) in aid of Save the Children. The amount

raised was £272 which will go a long way to helping many children.

Your support and contributions are highly appreciated.

Helina Taghavi
Open Day – well done!
The News received this letter from a St Mary’s pupil who went with
her older Year 6 brother to CN School’s 6 October Open Day
When you go to Top School you must remember not to

get lost. Here are a few of the classes: Large science room,

Music room, Language room, Computer room.They

actually have two computer rooms.They are both different.

When you go out for recess you will see a large field. There

are also outdoor seats.When you go to Top School you will

be sure of a very warm welcome. You can also join clubs

from cooking to rugby. I am sure you will love it. And

remember have fun and don’t break the rools.

Faith Sinclair
Cemetery clear up day.
Despite a very wet morning on 1 October five stalwart volunteers

turned up and a considerable amount of clearing was achieved.

Thanks again to Peta Simmons for  supplying the refreshments. We

will be organising some more sessions next spring in the cemetery

and closed churchyard – dates to be advised.

Martin Jarratt, Chairman Cemetery Committee.
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After months of building, the new development of homes for

the over-55s at Penhurst Gardens is finally taking shape and

houses and apartments are becoming occupied. The Chipping

Norton News team were keen to

find out about the people moving

in and what they thought of

Chippy. So, feeling like a reporter

for OK or Hello, I was delighted

when David and Gilly Hearnshaw

invited me into their lovely new

home for a cup of tea, along with

fellow residents Marion and Bob

Stock, and Marjorie Reed (not

pictured), who is moving in soon.

I’m pleased to report that all the

residents are settling happily into

their new surroundings and into

Chippy life. Marion and Bob moved

from the Forest of Dean at the end

of March, David and Gilly came from Kent at the end of May

and Marjorie has come all the way from St Andrews. So I

began by asking what had brought them to Chippy. For all of

them, as with so many over-55s coming to Chippy, the main

reason is wanting to be nearer their families. 

So what do our new residents like about Chippy? Well,

they think we’re a friendly bunch, so we were off to a good

start. They had particular praise for the staff up at the Health

Centre, who they thought very efficient. They were pleasantly

surprised by the range of activities available in the Town and

couldn’t imagine ever being bored. They have already started

to get involved in a walking group and Gilly and Marion have

joined the Ladies’ Probus Club. They all commented on how

lucky we are to have such a good Theatre in our small town.

It was important to them to be able

to get around easily and they

appreciated the good transport

links, particularly the different train

routes to London and the bus to

Oxford and Stratford. They are also

enjoying visiting the nearby towns,

such as Banbury and Witney, for

shopping. 

Bob has mobility problems and

uses a scooter, so I wondered how

easy it was for him to navigate

around the Town. The steep hill on

New Street, and getting into the

shops and cafés apparently causes

him no problems, but he finds it

hard to get across the busy roads and had difficulty with the

steps going down into the market place. And concerns? Like

all of us, they hate the traffic, particularly the trucks

thundering through our town and are keen to see a by-pass.

Flytipping and litter are also issues that concern them. 

With many ‘incomers’ keen to start a new life in the

Town, there seems to be a good community spirit in

Penhurst Gardens and, as I left, they were starting to make

plans for a residents’ Christmas get-together. Let’s wish

them a very happy first Christmas in Chippy!

Jo McVicker

A Welcome in Penhurst Gardens
With many new homes being built, Chipping Norton is welcoming lots of people to our thriving Cotswold town.

The News team’s Jo McVicar went to meet some enthusiastic new residents

Penhhurst Gardens residents Bob & Marion Stock with
Gilly  & David Hearnshaw.
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A gardening association of some kind has been in existence in

Chippy since 1856 when there was a first annual exhibition in

the Town. Later, in 1922, there was mention in the press of an

Allotments and Horticultural Association here. Then, from

1948 through to

1995, horti-

cultural shows

were held every

year with many

cups to be won.

A drop in

m e m b e r s h i p

ended the

shows and the

CNHA became

more of a

gardening club.

Membership has

since increased

to enable the

Association to

arrange for gardening experts to talk at the meetings, as well

as enjoy outings and special events, including the one held in

the Town Hall in September to celebrate this milestone. Tony

Russell, one of our leading authorities on shrubs and trees,

and well known for his TV series and books on gardening, gave

a presentation on British gardens Through Time – Victorians

to the present day. He condensed his knowledge of gardening

history and each historic period's influence into an engaging

90 minute talk, enhanced by beautiful pictures.

DIARY

160 Horticultural years

LOCAL NEWS

We learnt that the Romans brought us courtyards and

topiary, and in Mediaeval times monks used raised beds to

grow herbs for cooking and medicinal purposes. The

Crusaders returned from the Middle East with previously

unseen plants, and from trading with the Dutch we

discovered tulips. The Tudors started our passion for roses

that they encouraged to entwine arbours, pergolas, and

gazebos. But it was the Victorian era that encompassed all

that went before, and brought gardens to everyone, not just

the nobility. The success of the RHS Great Spring Show in

1862 caught the public's interest and Public Parks were

created everywhere. Housed in large public greenhouses,

exotic plants

were brought

from the far

corners of the

Empire by

explorers. Since

then, magazines,

radio, and TV

p ro g r a m m e s

have educated

and entertained

us on the

subject. Popular presenters continue to promote differing

garden fashions: decking, raised beds, pergolas, etc. but many

of their ideas are not new, merely a revival of those used by

Victorians who passed them down to the present time. It was

an enjoyable evening that shone a light on the history of

British gardens.

Chipping Norton Horticultural Association celebrated 160 years in Chipping Norton at a special event on
Wednesday 21 September. Kaye Freeman reports:

Above: Cup-winners pictured in the glory
days of the produce shows 

Right: Speaker Tony Russell, centre, with the
Associations’ Reg Cornish & Eileen Forse 

November (News out on Monday 31 October)
1st Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p21

2nd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Mark Wilkins - My Flying

Career - see p24 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 St Mary’s Parish

Rooms - see p24

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall 

- see p25

6th Ramblers Meet 1.30pm New St Car Park 

- details p23

9th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for

Methodist World Missions

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see p23

10th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p22

11th Two Minutes’ Silence 11am at the War Memorial 

- details p16

12th Sunshine Cat Rescue Christmas Bazaar
11am- 3.30pm Town Hall, free entry

Love & Friendship in Churchill 7.30 details - p8

CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE
13th Remembrance Parade & Service - details p16

14th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p22

Folk Club 8pm venue TBC - see p22

14th CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Long

Compton Village Hall - see p22

16th Horticultural Assoc 7.15 Methodist Hall - see p22

19th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

24h CN Flower Club Lower Town Hall - see p21

26h MS Society Christmas Gift Fair 10-4 Corn

Exchange Witney - see p25

North Cotswold Society of Recorder Players 
2.30-5pm Sandford St Martin Parish Hall - details 641037

Lions’ Reindeer Race Night 7pm Crown &

Cushion - see advert p21

27th Christmas tree lights Volunteers needed 9am

Lower Town Hall - see letter p34 for details

December (News out on Monday 28 November)
1st Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p21

1-4 Methodist Christmas Tree Festival - details p9

2nd Christmas in Chippy event starting 4pm - see p5

for details

Swift Stories film 6.30  Parish Rooms - see p10

4th Ramblers Meet 1.30pm New St Car Park - short

walk ending with mulled wine & mince pies - see p23

Cancer Research UK Auction of Promises &
Presents 7.30 Crown & Cushion - see p10
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