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Bid for top Town Award
The Town’s lively business group Experience
Chipping Norton are leading the way again
to enter the Great British High St Awards.
The team’s efforts to promote the Town for
business include some great social media
work, plans for free town Wifi, a town e-
information booth, and a Chippy Means
Business support campaign.

New town centre investments
Good news this month sees the expanding
Phone Co-op, with 60 local employees,
planning new offices in the town centre –
and Premier Inn and the revamped Blue
Boar are about to open. So just as our MP
decides to stop, maybe it’s time to ditch the
misguided image of that old ‘Chipping
Norton Set’ and rebrand our ‘Working
Cotswold Town’. 

Big growth plans
A thriving town centre will be part of
WODC’s hastily revised Local Plan (out this
month?). But, based on September’s Town
Council discussion, it could mean much
more housing to meet District targets,
maybe 1500 houses up at Tank Farm, a mini
A361 ‘bypass’, possibly another
supermarket and primary school. And what
next for a growing Chipping Norton School
with excellent A level and GCSE results?
Could Theresa May’s proposed grammar
schools policy have local repercussions?

You can follow all these stories in the News
this month and in future editions.

Town moves on

News in this issue: 
• Sunny day at Mop – picture page

• Cameron resigns and triggers a
by-election on 20 October

• Newsteam take the Shuttle Bus

Features: Apple Day and all things appley ~
Spotlight on the Crown & Cushion

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools 
& Letters

New Campaign for Best Market Town – and maybe goodbye
to the Chipping Norton Set?

ECN business enthusiasts, pictured at a
recent meeting, want to promote the Town
for both business and visitors. More on p17.

Chippy Means
Business
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Aliza Lineham (4) of ChippingNorton on a fire engine!

Eva (6) & Benjamin (2)Townsend of Chadlington

Hannah Majid 
(5) and Fatima

Qadir (3) of Ch
ipping Norton

Friends Bla
ke Howard 

& Henry

Mutch of C
hipping No

rton on

another fire
 engine!

Mid-air fun for Kelley Brewer (3)of Chadlington

The Hadji f
amily of the

 Old Mill

Café Chipp
ing Norton

determined
 to flip thos

e frogs! 

Lucky 4-year-old Talia Jonesof Chipping Norton withher winnings!

Mitchell (3) and
 Marie (1) Smit

h of

Enstone

The
fun of

the Fair
The traditional Mop Fair

came to Chipping Norton
again in September, arriving

quietly on the Thursday
morning and mysteriously

disappearing – equally quietly
– overnight on Saturday, leaving
the Town free and ready again
for the Farmers Market – this

month on the Sunday avoiding the
Mop. The weather ranged from
warm and sunny Thursday then
some looming black clouds but
mainly dry and the Mop was as
busy as ever, and most visitors

young and old seemed to have fun.
Those that don’t like it probably ran

away for the weekend. The traffic,
including Chippy’s increasing number

of heavy lorries, did their usual
diversion along the bumps of Albion

Street.

Hiring fairs or Mop fairs date from
the time of Edward III and his
attempt to regulate the labour

market in 1351 during a serious
national shortage after the Black
Death. Later agricultural workers
would gather annually to bargain
with prospective employers and,
hopefully, secure a position for
the coming year. Hiring fairs
continued well into the 20th

century, but now it’s only the
‘fair’ part that has remained.

In September not only is
Chipping Norton ‘visited’

but it follows St Giles
Fair in Oxford and
Witney also sees a

visit. More next
year!
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pleased to rejoin and took up his seat (one of 16 councillors) at
the same September meeting.

Great GCSE Results
Chipping Norton School
Year 11 students have
been celebrating some
great GCSE successes.
They were under-
standably nervous when
tentatively opening their
envelopes but they need
not have worried. Over
two thirds of students
(67%) achieved the
threshold in English and
Mathematics (A*–C
grades) and across all
subjects 22% of grades
were A* and A. There
were many notable results
and there were lots of high achieving students. Fifteen in the
year group managed to get 8 or more GCSE grades at A* and
A: Elizabeth Alarcon-Clark; Max Benson; Charlotte Facer;
Emily Fothergill; Abi Greenfield; Georgia Juckes; Bonnie Lunel;
Elizabeth Moulson; Alice Nottingham; Holly Oliver-Hall; Louisa
Oliver-Hall; Marcus Pendery; Ewan Vellinga; Darcy Watkins;
and Jenny Woodcock. Special mention should go to the
Oliver-Hall twins, Holly and Louisa, who are celebrating a
magnificent 15 A* grades and 6 A grades between them. 

Headteacher Simon Duffy said, ‘These great GCSE results
come at the end of a challenging year for the School and on
the tail of some great A level results. It has been wonderful
celebrating both collective and individual successes with
students in school today’. This summer, the way that school
performance is measured has changed and the emphasis has
shifted firmly to the progress that students make from their
KS2 starting point to their KS4 outcomes. Schools will have a
Progress 8 and an Attainment 8 score across 8 qualifications.
In addition, schools will report the percentage of students
achieving the threshold in English and Mathematics. Mr Duffy
added, ‘The new performance measures are welcomed as they
focus on the progress of each and every student and they
effectively level the playing field. At Chipping Norton School
over three quarters of students made expected or better than
expected progress in both English and Mathematics. This
represents a significant increase on the 2015 results and is well
above the national figures. I wish all of our students good luck
as they move into the next phase of their educational lives’. 

Tank Farm: 1500 homes + ‘bypass’?
As reported last month, West Oxfordshire’s (hopefully last)
Draft Local Plan is being  finalised right now and, as District
Councillor Geoff Saul told September’s Town Council
meeting, official pressure on WODC to increase its housing
allocation could mean a lot more for Chippy. Town
Councillors also discussed a latest County report looking at
‘Traffic Options’ for our town. It suggests that a ‘link road’
from the Burford road to either London Road or perhaps
even Banbury Road, could be built as part of a 1500 homes
development project (much larger than previously suggested)
at and beyond Tank Farm at the top of town. This could

By-election as MP resigns
In September MP David Cameron resigned as Witney and
Chipping Norton’s MP. The Government has already, at very
short notice, called a by-election for 20 October. Because this
is a relatively safe seat, the Conservatives may want to
‘helicopter in’ a shortlist of favoured candidates to present to
local party members. The Witney Gazette mentioned names
such as prominent Vote Leave supporter MEP Daniel Hannan
and County Council Leader Ian Hudspeth. Labour (who came
second last time with Witney Councillor Duncan Enright),
were also having to do some rapid selection. Mr Cameron
returned from his summer family holidays and made the
announcement saying it ‘had been an honour to serve’ the
constituency and local supporters praised his work as an MP.
Before the EU referendum he promised to stay on as Prime
Minister if Leave won. They did, but he resigned as PM. Then
he pledged to stay on as a backbencher as our MP beyond
2020 and to spend more time in his constituency. He now
says he could not do so without being a ‘distraction’ to Prime
Minister Theresa May. 

Mr Cameron
denied in the press
that his resignation
was anything to do
with disagreeing
with the new PM’s
plan to bring back
grammar school
selection. He has
always said he
would not propose
such a policy as it
would not get public
support. The
schools’ policy will
provoke quite some
interest in

Oxfordshire. Future options for Chipping Norton’s own
comprehensive school will no doubt get attention in the
Chippy News! Views welcome. Meanwhile our ex-MP who is
to hold his 50th birthday party in October at Sarsden
(according to The Times), says he will ‘continue to keep a
home’ in Dean, although the children attend schools in
London. He said he wants to ‘still contribute to public service’
although there is already press speculation about lucrative
private sector jobs. A book agent has apparently signed him
up to publish his memoirs next year with the ex-MP wanting
to ‘put down on record the things I tried to do as Prime
Minister’. But as with previous statements of intent, Cameron-
watchers will have to wait to see what actually happens. 

Co-opted Town Councillor
Following the resignation in July Cllr Annie Roy-Barker, Chipping
Norton Town Council decided to fill the vacancy by co-opting a
new member. The position was advertised and interested
candidates were interviewed by the Town Council in private
before their 19 September monthly meeting. After a vote
Richard Benfield was selected. The others who had expressed
interest were Mr Z Coleman, Mr D Freeman, Ms M Jesty and Mr
J Stanley. In fact Richard Benfield was very recently on the Town
Council as an elected member and served as Deputy Mayor but
stood down earlier in 2016 owing to family issues. He is now

LOCAL NEWS

More time for shopping at Chippy’s
farmers’ market?

GCSE celebrations at Chipping
Norton School



4

LOCAL NEWS

Inn, close to opening, will no doubt bring more staycationers
and festivalgoers to town next year. 

Annette’s brave shave
Annette Pinfold, who has worked for some time in Chippy as
a Practice Nurse
bravely had her
head shaved at
Chipping Norton
Health Centre on
31 August to help
raise money for
Macmillan Nurses
with whom she
works closely. She
told the News, ‘I
support Macmillan
because they do a
fantastic job’,
something without doubt many of us can relate to. She is
aiming to raise £500 for them and, when a News team
member witnessed the event, was nearly there. Anyone
wishing to donate further can pop into the Health Centre and
leave a donation at reception. Annette later sent the News this
message, ‘I was hoping to raise £500 but have reached just
over £1000 so would like to say a big thank you to everyone
who donated and to let people know I will give the Macmillan
nurses what I expected to raise and the rest I will give to
Katharine House Hospice. Thank you.’ 

Help Over Norton Youth Club
Over Norton has had an extremely successful and well
attended youth club in the Village Hall for a number of years.
As several members of the current longstanding leadership
team are necessarily moving on, there is now an urgent need
for new recruits to bolster the team or it will close at the end
of October this year. This will be a great shame for all involved
as there are regularly upwards of 30 kids aged 8 to 12 on a
Wednesday evening enjoying games, socialising and tucking
into their favourite sweets from the tuck shop. Anyone
interested should contact one of the leaders any Wednesday
night in Over Norton Village Hall between 7 and 9pm in the
run up to October half term week or separately call Mark
Cooper on 07773 484623. There will also be a meeting at
Over Norton Village Hall on 12 October at 6pm for those
keen on being part of the leadership team.

Young’s plan for Blue Boar
Chipping Norton’s Blue Boar pub – duly refurbished by new
owners Young’s – was due to open in October, with new
landlords Gary and Lu advertising for staff on blackboards
outside. The Blue Boar got a mention in The Times financial
pages in a special financial market review of Young’s. The family
company, well known in the past for its Brewery in
Wandsworth and its real ale pubs, in fact no longer brews the
beer – that is done by Charles Wells. Young’s themselves are
a pub and hotel company, which last year grew sales by 5.2%
(draught beer up 7.5%, food up 8.8%). They have few pubs
outside London and the South East, with the Bell in Stow and
now the Blue Boar as recent ‘outreach’ places. One story told
to the News was that a Young’s top senior manager lives

provide almost an A361 by-pass or ‘relief road’, reducing
traffic through the town centre. Town Councillors want to
discuss all this further, and are concerned the analysis may
have mistakes – but meanwhile all this evidence is already
being fed into WODC’s changes for the Local Plan. With the
land under debate owned by Oxfordshire County Council, it
would be good to think that the two authorities are talking to
each other about how the needs of the Town can best be met. 

Once WODC’s Cabinet have approved the revised Draft
Local Plan, there will be another period of public consultation.
This will be an important opportunity for Town Council and
local people to provide final comments on what is likely to be
even more growth for Chipping Norton. Meanwhile, with no
up-to-date Local Plan nor adequate housing land supply,
WODC have just lost another big planning appeal for 260
houses at a new site in Witney. Chippy residents will be
hoping that local people, rather than central government or
the County’s transport consultants, will be able to decide how
our town should grow. The News hopes to have a full report
on all this next month.

Over 60’s Town Hall event
Don’t forget to call in to the Over 60’s Information Fair being
held in Chipping Norton Town Hall on 6 October from 10am-
2pm. Organised by Age Concern, there will be advice and
information available from a range of services that provide
help. See advert p9.

Town bonus from Festival fever
The summer festival
bonanza around Chipping
Norton ended with The Big
Feastival in early
September – care of foodie
Jamie Oliver and rocker
turned cheese-maker Alex
James in Kingham.
Thunderstorms on the
Saturday caused the main
stage to take short break,
but sunshine was the staple
diet much of the time. Nina
Smith from Chippy's Little
Nail Haven and her friend
Angela Hucke also from the
Town are pictured glittered

up and enjoying Feastival on the Sunday. Nina said, ‘It was
amazing, so family friendly with hundreds of kids running
about with lots for them to do, and the Proclaimers and
Kaiser Chiefs were incredible. Alex James' cheese hub was
astonishing and we both enjoyed that tremendously. It's the
first time I have been and I will definitely be going again!’.This
year the big Blenheim events and the now regular festivals
(including Cornbury and Wilderness) are creating quite a
market for local Chippy accommodation, with AirBnBers
springing up around town to add to the regular B&Bs, hotels
and pubs. Wilderness turned out to a great place for a recent
local hen party with one of the 30-year-old partygoers telling
the News it was ‘fun vibe, good music and amazing food stalls:
Mac ‘n Cheese, vegan sushi and burritos were particular
highlights. We also loved the Laurent Perrier tent, with a free
cabaret show. All in all a great event.’ The Town’s new Premier

Photo © Angela Hucke 
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nearby and fancied buying the Blue Boar when he knew it was
for sale. They are still buying more pubs, many with gardens
and accommodation though the Blue Boar currently has
neither. Most pubs are freehold and they give pub managers
lots of freedom. Young’s food is described by The Times as
‘British pub classics and Sunday roasts’. The financial analyst is
bullish about Young’s prospects but says they ‘will have to
work hard to continue to attract young hip punters, while
upholding the tradition that is such a key part of the brand’.
Watch out for those hip Chippy punters. More next month

Big move for Phone Co-op
The Phone Co-op,
one of the Town’s
biggest employers,
will be moving into
premises right in
the centre of
town. Founded in
1998 by local man
Vivian Woodell,
this consumer co-
operative provides
fixed, mobile
telephone and
internet services

to over 30,000 customers. It currently has 74 staff, of whom
60 are based at the Society’s head office on Elmsfield Industrial
Estate.  It is continually expanding and has been looking for
alternative premises in town for as long as 13 years. The lack
of employment accommodation or sites meant the Co-op had
been seriously considering leaving town for Banbury, or even
further afield, to find suitable accommodation. However, they
were keen to stay local to the majority of their staff and
eventually their commitment paid off.

In January the Co-op bought the vacant commercial premises
19 Market Place, the impressive building to the right of and
above HSBC. Now they have submitted plans to refurbish the
building to 21st century standards, including solar thermal
energy for hot water and rain-water harvesting. New state of
the art offices will also be built in the grounds. They intend that
this project will enable the Society to employ a further 25-30
people on the site. It is planned that most of the Phone Co-op
staff will be transferring in Spring next year, with the rest to
follow on shortly afterwards. Chief Executive Vivian Woodell
says, ‘Our investment in this fine historic commercial town
centre building demonstrates the Society’s commitment to the
Town and will provide a firm basis for our future growth. A
town centre location will not only increase our prominence,
but provide much easier access for colleagues who live in the

Town as well as improved access to public transport for other
colleagues and visitors. We are very excited about this
opportunity to be part of the heart of our town.’  

Docs say farewell
It’s goodbye from them ... and goodbye from him. The staff and
partners of the Chipping Norton Health Centre said their

farewells to three long standing partners Drs Jill and David
Edwards and Jonathan Moore at a recent lunch party. Jill and
David began working at White House Surgery in 1983. During
speeches given after the barbeque meal they commented how
it was a ‘privilege to work, live, educate and bring up their four
children in Chippy’. Once the children were older and more
self-reliant their parents began developing their medical
careers. They both strongly felt that ‘education is paramount
for patients, health care professionals and us as General
Practitioners.’ Jill gained a postgraduate degree in Medical
Education, became a GP trainer and established GP training at
the surgery before moving on to becoming Associate Dean.
About three and a half years ago she accepted the post of GP
Dean and as such was in charge of GP training for the whole
of the Thames Valley Deanery. It was at that stage that she had
to leave the White House Surgery as the job was full time. As
a Fellow she also became heavily involved with the Royal
College of General Practitioners being on the International
Committee and served her term as a Trustee to the RCGP.
Meanwhile, David was becoming interested in men’s and
women’s sexual problems and also read for a postgraduate
degree, but in his case he gained a distinction in Medical
Anthropology. He started clinics, research (on many medical
topics), writing, and also lecturing and chairing educational
conferences both locally and internationally. Media work
included Panorama, Women’s Hour and live radio for the BBC
and two editions of Embarrassing Bodies for Channel 4. Dr
Caroline Keenan in her speech said with a grin that ‘several
trainees emerged red-faced (with embarrassment) having had
a tutorial with David’. Until recently he was the President of
the British Society for Sexual Medicine. 

Dr Jane Pargeter, speaking on behalf of the West Street
Surgery, took on a ‘young fresh faced doctor twenty years ago
called Dr Jonathan Moore’. Coming to work in the Cotswolds
was, as Jonathan commented, ‘the equivalent of a Cotswolds
GP’s version of the vet James Herriot’. After several years of
getting established he also developed a portfolio career. Many

19 Market Place will be the Phone Co-op’s
new town centre base

Artist’s impression of the new offices to be built in the grounds

Drs David & Jill Edwards and Jonathan Moore cut the cake at
their leaving party recently
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readers will remember his involvement over the years with
the Lawrence Home Nursing Team, especially when he
became Chair. However, it isn’t generally known that he
developed an interest in medicolegal work and has worked
for the Medical Defence Union. None of them are hanging up
their stethoscopes, however. Jill is carrying out charity work
training GP trainers in South Africa, and working some
occasional days for the RCGP, Gloucestershire Clinical
Commissioning Group, and the General Medical Council.
David continues to see patients with sexual problems, as
private patients, at the Wychwood Surgery. He continues to
carry out research, lecturing and sitting on advisory boards.
Jonathan will be working locally and continuing to support
General Practice and furthering his Medicolegal work. 

Attendees at the party were from all age groups
ranging from a young Edwards grandchild of 11 months
through to octogenarian GPs Drs Sheila and Bruce Parker.
Finally, David presented an old leather-bound ledger, made
in Chipping Norton (that he had rescued from the White
House Surgery demolition skip) that dated back to 1946 to
the new Chipping Norton Health Centre. 

David Edwards

Extra shop for Helen & Douglas
Helen and
Douglas House
charity have told
the News they
are opening a
new shop in
Chipping Norton
in the refitted
old West St
Surgery building.
The Oxford-
based charity,
which provides
hospice care for
children and
young adults, has nearly 40 shops in the local region, and
already runs an extremely successful shop on the other side
of West St in Manchester House. Chippy’s H&D shop manager
Angie Gaydon told the News that the existing shop celebrates
10 years in town early in 2018 and is one of the Charity’s best
performers, with both excellent donations and sales. The new
shop will allow the range of products to be extended. Head
of Retail Debbie Alexander told the News, ‘We will for the
moment be running both our shops, and are absolutely
thrilled with the support we have received from all our
donors and customers in the Chipping Norton area. They
have been so supportive over the years and we are very
excited about the new shop, Angie and the team work
tirelessly to make the current shop a success.’  Debbie said
that they hoped to open the new shop before Christmas.

Barn Dance for St Mary’s
A reminder that The Friends of St Mary’s Church, Chipping
Norton, are holding their annual Barn Dance at the Town Hall,
Chipping Norton, on Saturday 15 October at 7.30pm. Tickets
are £20 each (to include supper) available from Jaffé & Neale,
the Church Office 646202 or jograves46@aol.com. Proceeds
go towards the upkeep of the church. 

Jeremy’s property explosion

Ex-Top Gear presenter Jeremy Clarkson caused another big
bang locally in September when he called in a demolition
team to blow up his recently acquired £4m farmhouse near
Chadlington to make way for a new home. In fact, Jeremy and
his new team from Amazon TV show The Grand Tour, had been
filming nearby so maybe it was one of the stunts. Clarkson
was granted permission in July to demolish the five-bed
farmhouse, thought to have been rented out to tenants, and
build a new one. The demolition marks the start of building
work to create a 12,173 sq ft home on what Clarkson calls
Diddly Squat Farm. Approved plans for the six-bed home
describe it as a ‘modest country house/gentrified farmhouse
which gives the appearance of having grown over time'. It will
have a walled garden, orangery, basement cinema and five
bathrooms, as well as space for five cars and a quad bike store. 

Community Pool Car offer
During October and November the shared community pool
car based in Chippy (run by Hook Norton Low Carbon) will
be available at half the normal mileage rate. If you have a car
you only use infrequently, it makes sense to become a
member and use the community car rather than pay for your
own car. Not only is it cheaper for you, but use of the car can
also reduce your carbon footprint as it runs on waste-oil
biodiesel fuel. Sign up for membership for £5 for a month and
you can use the car for 20p per mile and 50p per hour with
no costs for fuel or insurance. The car is based at the Co-
operative supermarket in Chippy and can be booked using a
simple online system. Members can also hire any of the other
cars run by the Hooky Car Club. Full details are available at
www.hn-lc.org.uk or phone 07535 345885.

David Newton

Good Neighbour Scheme
The ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’ organised though the Rotary
Club of Chipping Norton is developing a ‘One Stop’ website
to showcase local community services that are linked with it.
At the moment these include: The Shuttle Bus ~ circulating
Chippy eight times a day, Monday to Friday – put out your
hand (safely!) and the bus will stop for you – contact Gordon
Brown, 641833; Volunteer Car Service ~ transport to medical
appointments – contact Witney Volunteer Link-Up, 01993
776277; Befriending Service ~ free help with day to day tasks
or a chat – contact Annie Roy-Barker, 644107; Age UK ~ help,
advice, activities for senior citizens – contact Joyce Taylor,
Highlands Day Centre, 643320. Other organisations and

This is what the new ‘modest country house’ should look like
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individuals providing a service separately to the local
community can be included under the Good Neighbour
Scheme. Contact Annie Roy-Barker, 644107.

Premier Inn progress
The completion of
Premier Inn in Spring
Street continues apace,
with the well known logo
now visible from the
market place, though the
completion date remains
unconfirmed. So far so
good for local residents:
many have said that the
construction workers
have been polite and
understanding. Parking
issues and increased traffic

in the Street are still uppermost in locals' thoughts. Our
reporter has learned from District Councillor Geoffrey Saul,
that there was nothing in the original planning application or
approval that indicated the loss of parking spaces along Spring
Street. With regard to the 13-space car park, this was
promised by Premier Inn and forms part of the approved
plans for the development (but it was not a requirement
imposed by WODC or OCC). Prior to the hotel being
brought into use, a car park management plan for the 13-
space ‘public’ car park needs to be submitted to WODC and
approved by them. OCC insisted that they would not manage
the car park and that this must remain the responsibility of
Premier Inn with the intention that it should be prioritised for
the use of Spring Street residents. Premier Inn had committed
to manage this car park for an initial 10 year period. As for
cars exiting the Inn car park, it is hoped that a left turn only
arrow will be in place.

New horses for top Brewery
Hook Norton Brewery
has expanded its shire
horse and Dray team
with the arrival of
Winston and Roger, two
black, pure bred shires.
Aged 10 and 8
respectively and standing
at over 18 hands, they
will be working alongside
the existing pair of Major
and Nelson. The shires
deliver Hooky beer to
the local pubs on Thursdays and Fridays (weather permitting)
and they will be out around Hook Norton on the first
Saturday of every month. Brewery tours also include a tour of
the stables so there is a great opportunity to see these
magnificent horses. The shires team will also be venturing
further afield attending various game fairs, country shows and
beer festivals. Meanwhile Hooky has been named ‘Brewery of
the Year’ by the Good Pub Guide fending off some much
bigger rivals. The Brewery runs the recently refurbished Red
Lion and The Fox in Chipping Norton.

Lido’s year to remember
The 2016 season for
The Lido has been
one to remember.
After a slow, cool
start, visits picked up
in line with the
weather and, while all

the numbers have yet
to be crunched, it
looks as if this might
be a record-breaking
year in terms of the
number of swims,
proving The Lido’s
value to Chipping
Norton and the
surrounding area. Not only is it the best place to spend a hot
summer’s day, it has also proved its worth to the community
by teaching still more buoyant numbers of children to swim,
and by training and employing a good number of young people
as lifeguards. As a registered charity, The Lido subsidises all its
activities to plug the gap between what can reasonably be
charged for a swim/lesson/etc. and how much the facility
actually costs to run. To help fund this subsidy the committee
of voluntary trustees held three Sunset Swims – the second
two enhanced by live music from FiddleBop and The Fuss
(thanks guys!) – and the now traditional season-closer, the Dog
Swim. Attracting dogs from as far afield as Ruislip, and the BBC
to film it, this was an evening like no other – chaotic, canine,
frenzied fun! More fundraising will need to be done during the
closed season, so if you value The Lido, please check out
www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido and/or Twitter
@ChippyLido, for details of events (please Mr Clarkson!) or to
join the Lottery. To make a donation, please go straight to
www.totalgiving.co.uk/charity/chipping-norton-lido-limited. 

Claire Williamson

Cashflow help for Chippy firms
Are you a Chipping Norton business with cash problems
because customers take a long time to pay bills? You might be
interested in a national scheme that West Oxfordshire
District Council are now supporting. WODC is investing
£50,000 in local businesses via funding platform company
MarketInvoice which allows firms to release funds from
unpaid invoices. Business owners can upload their invoices
online where they are funded by investors including the
Council. When the invoice is paid, typically after 45 days,
investors’ money is returned and is ready to be used again.
The Council’s £50,000 will be deployed on a continuous basis
but only to local businesses. There is no contract so they can
use the platform as and when they need it. Costs are typically
between one and three per cent of the value of the invoice.
WODC get a return on their money, which is reserved by
MarketInvoice specifically for local companies. MarketInvoice
has already provided more than £900m worth of finance to
businesses across the UK, including £1.5m to firms in the
District and has attracted investment from the Government-
backed British Business Bank. For more information see

The Lido’s traditional end-of-season
Dog Swim enjoyed by all!

Photos: Gary Creese
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the Citizens Advice service in Chipping Norton. We will be
available in the newly refurbished community rooms at the
Baptist Church on New Street. It is hoped the service will
create extra opportunities for people in the Town,
complementing the existing service based in Chipping
Norton Health Centre from 9.30am to 4pm on Wednesdays’.
Citizens Advice West Oxfordshire chief executive Barbara
Shaw said, ‘We are always looking at new and exciting ways we
can help our local communities. As a local charity it’s vital that
we are there when people need us most, and I'm sure the new
outreach service in Chipping Norton will help us do this.’ The
CAB closed their Horsefair office a couple of years ago.

New Bartons community bus

A new community bus service started on 31 August –
organised by the villagers – to serve Middle Barton and
surrounding villages. Villagers took the step after Oxfordshire
County Council withdrew subsides for lesser used bus routes
in recent cost cutting measures. OurBus Bartons will allow
villagers to travel to and from such places as Duns Tew,
Deddington, Steeple Aston and Chipping Norton. In addition
the service will include routes to both Kidlington and Oxford
Parkway. The OurBus Bartons bus company is owned by and
run for the local community, and operated by a dedicated
team of volunteers. OurBus Bartons chairman, Richard
Brown, said that reaction to the new service had been
positive and one village resident Verity Roberts said, ‘Without
this bus, so many people would be unable to get to work or
college, access healthcare, or do their weekly shopping, let
alone enjoy many leisure activities’. To find out more about
the OurBus Bartons service, its routes and timetables, or for
information about volunteering for the service, visit their
website at ourbus.co/bartons, or call 01869 699699. The bus
from Middle Barton to Chipping Norton runs on Wednesdays,
one at 9.08 via Sandford and Tew and one direct at 11.30.
Buses return at 9.52 and 11.50am.

Screen by the Green 
On Saturday 8 October Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall is
showing Eye in the Sky starring Helen Mirren and Alan
Rickman in a UK-based top secret drone operation to
capture terrorists in Kenya. This sets off an international
dispute reaching the highest levels of US and British
governments, over the moral, political, and personal
implications of modern warfare. This is a great movie which
grips you from the very beginning and really has you on the
edge of your seat. All films start at 7.30; tickets £4.50 on the
door. For more information and to book ring 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com

www.marketinvoice.com. MarketInvoice is Europe’s largest
peer-to-peer invoice finance platform and was launched in
2011.

Busy work to help the bees

The Green Gym were out in force getting a huge border
ready outside Chipping Norton Health Centre for the
planting of bumble bee friendly plants in late September. The
eager Green Gym volunteers pictured were digging in manure
donated by Pearmans and lustily turning the soil. TOE (Trust
for Oxfordshire's Environment) has provided a grant for the
project while Applegarth Nurseries have kindly donated 400
plants – so everyone is pitching in, and after the planting out
on 28 September the border will surely be a sight to behold
with some very happy bees to boot! Robert, who has recently
suffered a brain tumour and a stroke having been a builder all
his life was helping on the day and said, ‘The Green Gym has
really brought me back to life and given me a purpose again’.
So visit www.chippygreengym.org for more information and
maybe join in the fun, team spirit and community bonding that
was clearly in evidence on the day. (See Clubs report on p22
for more about the Green Gym.)

Free electric blanket testing 
On 21 October there will be a team in Chipping Norton
testing electric blankets ahead of winter so that you keep safe.
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service has teamed up with
Trading Standards to offer this free service. Fire Station
manager Chris Barber added, ‘Like any other piece of
electrical equipment, it is vitally important that electric
blankets remain in safe working order, last year 162 of 737
blankets tested were found to be unsafe to use. There are a
variety of electric blankets but whichever type you use we
urge you to take up the free electrical safety checking service.’
Tests need to be pre-booked so call 01865 815000 or email
communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk. Other venues
are Oxford on 3 & 20 October, Banbury 4 October,
Wallingford 5 October, Abingdon 6 October, Witney 7
October and Wantage 17 October. .

Extra Citizens Advice session
A new outreach service for Chipping Norton has been
launched by Citizens Advice West Oxfordshire. The service
will run on a drop-in basis on Monday mornings between
9.30am and 12.30pm in the Baptist Church in New Street. It
will offer people advice on a range of issues including finance,
housing, benefits and pensions. Chipping Norton advice team
supervisor Tabitha Park said, ‘It's great to be able to expand
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serve a Breach of Conditions Notice to rectify the situation.
The chances are that disgruntled neighbours will be keeping
their eyes and ears open to ensure the church and the
developer properly comply.

Officially Amazing
On Wednesday 10
August during his
family summer
holiday, Archie Jones
(aged 11) from
Chipping Norton
was awarded a
Guinness World
Record for side-to-
side hopping.
Wandering through
the holiday park at
Burnham on Sea,
Archie and his family
saw the World
Record team were
spending the day
attempting to beat
some world records.
Archie decided to try
and get on the
elimination board for side-to-side hopping on one foot. He
had to hop for 30 seconds over a white line and got to the
top of the scoreboard. After 30 minutes the organisers closed
the event leading to Archie having to repeat the hopping task
in front of an audience and with three adjudicators carefully
watching his every hop. He performed 104 hops in 30
seconds but 16 were disallowed giving him a total of 88
countable hops and gaining him an official world record. The
family were all a bit stunned but exceptionally proud. Archie
has just finished Year 6 at Holy Trinity Primary School and has
moved on to Chipping Norton School. Well done Archie!

Emily Jones

Pokémon & more at Library
The Summer Reading Challenge (The Big Friendly Read) has
now come to an end for 2016. A big well done to all the
children who took part. We were bowled over by the
enthusiasm for this year's Roald Dahl inspired challenge!
Zinio, our e-magazines collection, is really taking off after only
three months. Leading titles by download are The Economist,
BBC Good Food, Good Housekeeping, Ideal Home, BBC History
and Amateur Photographer. All free to library members. We are
now featuring two very topical titles: BBC Countryfile and a
new Pokémon Go guide. If you want to learn about Pokémon
Go from scratch or hone your skills, sign in and check out a
copy today.

It is with regret that we confirm that the County-staffed
mobile library service ceased to operate in September. A
newly established Home Library Service team, made up of
volunteers, are delivering books to those who cannot get to
a library. In fact, the Chippy Home Library Service volunteers
have blazed a trail as one of the first Home Library Service
groups to get up and running and are a model of how it can
be rolled out across the County (see next article). Library

Baptist Church planning issues
Diston’s Lane residents
are left feeling dismayed
after West Oxfordshire
approved a
retrospective planning
application for windows
in the Baptist Church
and new flats to the
rear. The developer had
inserted new windows
into the refurbished
church without WODC
consent and new
windows into the flats,
which were neither
fixed nor obscure-
glazed as required by

WODC’s planning consent. Neighbours were consequently
concerned about noise as well as direct overlooking into their
homes from the church and the new flats. Church services
resumed recently with the aid of a new powerful PA system,
with church windows open and without the previous acoustic
screening. Now WODC Uplands Committee has accepted
that the new church windows can stay provided that they are
kept closed during church services and when the PA system
is used. As far as overlooking is concerned, WODC have also
accepted that vertical blinds be used in the church and clergy
office and, if not, an ‘obscure glazed film’ must be applied. An
obscure film also has to be applied to windows in residential
parts of the building. In the rear conversion to flats, the lower
sections of the first floor windows must be fitted with
obscured glass and new stays allowing only restricted opening. 

The Town Council and four neighbours had objected to
proposals, fearing that these measures were not sufficient to
restrict noise disturbance and neither effective nor
permanent enough to prevent overlooking into homes. In
response to the proposal, one said, ‘It is a joke to require the
windows to be kept closed during church services; it is a
church’; others feared that blinds would be ineffective as they
could easily be drawn back. Deacon Joe Rice of the Baptist
Church told the News, ‘The issue of overlooking adjoining
properties is now alleviated and the consent that the affected
opening windows in the church will only be used for
ventilation when the church is not using their public address
system will address any potential noise issue.’ If these
conditions are not complied with, it is open to WODC to

OVER 60’S

INFORMATION

FAIR

6 October 10am-2pm

The Town Hall Chipping Norton

See article p4
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staff have heard from customers who said how much they
appreciate and value the service. Thanks to these volunteers,
we are able to reach everyone who needs
books/audiobooks/music/DVDs with a friendly ‘hello’. If you
know anybody who might benefit from home deliveries then
please get in touch.

Sally Moore, Chipping Norton Library

Home library volunteers
Would any Chipping Norton readers be interested in helping
choose and deliver library books to people who cannot get
to a library? As reported above, volunteers are needed to run
a revamped Home Library service after the County stopped
staffing it. Many people who are less able or who cannot get
to a library might like a friendly face who can stop by once
every three weeks to bring them some new books or CDs
and stop for a little chat. The home library service brings
entertainment, pleasure and human contact to people, where
they may otherwise have none. Could you spare a little time?
Schedules can work around you and you can organise the
drop off times directly with the people you deliver to,
meaning you can fit it around your busy life. Expenses are
reimbursed and you can do as many or as few journeys as you
wish. Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary or contact
Chipping Norton library to find out about volunteering.

Dance for the British Legion

Fancy a dance and fun evening and support the Chipping
Norton Branch of The British Legion? On Friday 30
September from 8pm to midnight try The Breeze live at The
Crown & Cushion. Tickets £10 including the buffet, available
from West Street Newsagents, The Crown & Cushion or
contact Maz on 07507 535466.

Looking for social housing?
Are you in Chipping Norton and looking for social housing?
A new system has been launched which allows anyone on
West Oxfordshire’s housing register to apply for vacant
Housing Association properties. Homeseeker Plus lists online
vacant houses across the District for rent. Prospective and
existing tenants are banded according to their individual
needs and can then ‘bid’ for properties suited to their
circumstances. The scheme replaces the previous Housing
Waiting List. Properties are advertised weekly and when the
advertising period ends the Council will offer each property
to the most appropriate bidder. The aim is to match tenants
with the best properties for their needs allowing them more
choice over where they want to live. Further details are on
the Council’s website and this includes how to register for
social housing. Anyone requiring help with the new process
including those concerned about using computers should
contact the Housing Team on 01993 861000. 

Merriscourt Music for LHNT
Three times Brit Award winner and
Grammy nominee, Alison Moyet, and
singer Tristan Mackay (‘Ed Sheeran in
Memphis’ according to Acoustic
Magazine) will be performing at
Merriscourt, Sarsden on Saturday 29
October and raising funds for the
Lawrence Home Nursing Team.
Doors open 7.15pm. Tickets £45, to
include pig roast, can be obtained via
www.lawrencehomenursing.org.

The last ‘Lunch for Lawrence’ this
year is at Churchill and Sarsden Village
Hall on Friday, 14 October from 11am
until 3pm. Free entry, prize raffle,
delicious soup made by Emily Watkins,
Chef at The Kingham Plough, home-
made puddings and LHNT Christmas
Cards on sale. The Kingham Plough
has a quiz night on Sunday 23

October from 7.30 pm to raise funds for LHNT. Why not get
a team together and try for some fantastic prizes. Free entry,
bar food available. This year’s Christmas cards are now
available in various outlets in and around Chipping Norton
including Jaffé & Neale, Bippity Boo, Midcounties Co-
operative, Chadlington Foods and Kingham Stores. Thank you
to local artists Ronny Loxton and Sue Thomason-Jones for
granting permission to use their designs.

The John Barrows Memorial Cricket Match held on
4 September at the
Sandford St Martin
Cricket Club saw
the Elmer Cotton
XI playing a team
from Sandford
where John was a
playing member and
vice president until
his death in August
2015. The well
attended occasion
ended with a hog
roast, presentation
of the John Barrows
Memorial Plate and raffle was drawn by celebrity umpire
Charlie Ross. Over £5,000 was raised and hopefully the
Match can be an annual fundraiser for LHNT. Grateful thanks
to John’s widow, Judy and Martin Roberts, Chair of the
Cricket Club for organizing such a memorable event.

Verity Fifer

Events at Great Rollright
Great Rollright Calendars for 2017 are now available with
proceeds in aid of refurbishments at St Andrew’s Church.
They are on sale at the monthly Great Rollright market and
in other outlets from early October. Sunday 2 October is
Harvest Festival in St Andrew’s; all are welcome to join for
Holy Communion at 10am. Looking further ahead, there is a
Quiz Night in Great Rollright Village Hall on Saturday 12
November at 7.30pm, also in aid of church refurbishments.

Judy Barrows with guest umpire, Charlie
Ross after the Memorial Match
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Oxfam’s got it licked
Stamps are the
new big seller in
the Oxfam
Bookshop in
Chipping Norton!
On one day alone
in August the
shop was
delighted to
report its highest

single sale, raising over £700 from the sale of stamps. Albums,
loose stamps and first day covers are a relatively new
departure for the shop, which has received generous
donations of all. Volunteer Tony Samuel has helped sort
through hundreds of donated bags, envelopes, albums and, on
one occasion, a suitcase crammed with stamps dating back to
the 1920s! Realising that some of the valuable albums and
hundreds of first day covers would raise extra funds if
specialist philatelic collectors were aware of them, Tony
researched potential buyers and arranged a meeting. The
outcome: a major sale! Last year saw the shop achieve its
highest sales yet and stamp sales in 2016 look set to help the
shop break new records. Manager Tony Cooper said, ‘Apart
from selling books of every possible variety alongside CDs
and DVDs, the Chipping Norton shop has, in recent years,
become a hub for vinyl collectors too. Now, with the addition
of an impressive stamp and album section, we’d welcome
further donations of stamps to keep our new customers happy!’

Tony Cooper

Post office plan Dance-a-thon
The team at The Post Office in Chipping
Norton’s Midcounties supermarket are
holding a Dance-a-thon from 4-10.30pm on
Saturday 15 October to raise funds for the
Lawrence Home Nursing Team. The event, to
be held in the community area at the store
entrance, will feature Ballet with Ali Maxwell, Jive with Ray,
Cheerleading with Karen Biles, Military Circuits with Jason
Biles, Zumba with Rachel Tame all rounded off by a Show

Dance with Jodie Nolan. Anyone can sign up and join in via the
Post Office or your teacher and pay £10 per dance. Sign up at
the Post Office in the Co-op, call Sarah or Dawn on 641649
for more information. Sponsorship forms from them or from
the dance instructors. Donations are welcome as well –
especially if you enjoy watching everyone in action! The
Lawrence Team have been chosen by Midcounties Co-op as
their main local charity to support in 2016.

Allotment winners
At September’s
Town Council
meeting Chipping
Norton Mayor Mike
Tysoe presented
awards to the
William Fowler
Allotment 2016
Competition win-
ners. For large
allotments they
were 1st I Terry
(£50), 2nd M Case
(£20), 3rd A Carter
(£15). For small
allotments 1st C
Keen (£25), 2nd M
Oliver (£10), 3rd J
Peskett (£7). 

Model Eco-cottage
A cold 17th Century cottage in Lower Brailes has been turned
into a model of energy efficiency. Pam Bennet has committed
herself to transforming a draughty old terraced cottage,
which is situated in the Cotswold AONB, into a comfortably
warm, energy efficient home. She does most of her work from
home. The design that the builders are working to is expected
to lead to a house with an AECB rating of about 43, which is
just below their silver level when she purchased it. The main
techniques that she is using are:

- photovoltaic solar panels on the South facing roof,
which generate electricity

- an airtight membrane lining the whole building
- a mechanical heat ventilation system which transfers

heat from warm air going out to the cold, fresh air
coming into the building

- triple glazing in all windows with a U value on average
of 0.85 W/m2K

- energy efficient wood fibre Gutex Ultratherm boards
lining the roof

- Warmcel blown into roof cavities, and also to insulate
the back wall

- breathable lime-based render on the inside of external
walls

- underfloor heating on the ground floor, over-sized
radiators upstairs.

As anyone who has watched Grand Designs on television will
know, the final cost of the project is normally significantly
higher than the original estimate, but the owner feels that it
is worth it. This is true in this case. Pam has a blog at
http://cotswoldecobuild.com where you can read more

is offering

A Three Course Meal  
Coffee, Mince Pies

&
Disco

For only £24.95 per person
Call 01608 642533 to book

'Have You Booked 
Your Christmas Party Yet'?
The Crown & Cushion

Ivor Terry is presented with the best kept
allotment Winner’s Cup & Rosette by

the Mayor
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details and see photos of the site. See also
www.aecb.net/about/about-the-aecb/.

Join Oxfordshire’s WaterBlitz
Chipping Norton
volunteers are needed for
one day only! Schools, local
groups and individuals are
invited to take part in a
county-wide WaterBlitz.
Check the water quality of
your local stream, pond,
ditch or river and help build
a water quality picture for
Oxfordshire. For your free

sampling pack register today by emailing
hilary@wildoxfordshire.org.uk and join in on 3 October.
EarthWatch, which combines volunteer opportunities with
scientific research expeditions, has volunteered to handle the
data and map all results on its global water-hub with the
resulting data available to everyone involved.

The Blitz is just one of the things being organised by Wild
Oxfordshire, a local conservation charity with a vision for
Oxfordshire’s environment to be healthy, sustainable and rich
in nature for the benefit and enjoyment of all. They bring
together more than fifty organisations, local government, local
communities, farming and conservation organisations by
means of conferences, newsletters, influencing decision
makers and helping to initiate and drive forward new projects.
Passionate ecologist and one of Wild Oxfordshire’s founders,
Dr Buxton said, ‘One of our aims is for Wild Oxfordshire to
encourage working towards a shared vision for the County
and to promote networking and sharing of information.’ 

Anyone can sign up to Wild Oxfordshire's email bulletin
for the latest conservation news, evening talks, or an
afternoon of volunteering, plus jobs and training via
www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk. In the latest bulletin new
volunteers are sought for Otmoor Nature Reserve. There are
good news stories as well, such as the success of
reintroducing the large blue butterfly in neighbouring
Gloucestershire and Somerset. Wild Oxfordshire also gives
details of funding opportunities for local projects. TOE2 has
already helped fund bumble bee projects around Chipping
Norton and funds are available for similar projects which
benefit bumblebees and other invertebrates. For more
information contact Clare Mowbray at Wild Oxfordshire,
Clare@wildoxfordshire.org.uk tel: 01865 407034.

Spotted around town
One News team member having
a gentle stroll around Chipping
Norton snapped this delightful
little statue mounted on stones
and hidden in the shade on the
corner of Shepard Way and
Rowell Way. Apparently a small
tree/bush there was cut down a
few weeks ago, then overnight a
pile of stones appeared topped
by the statue. Sometimes she
has a fresh flower in the little
basket on her shoulder. But
who is she? A little mystery but
someone is brightening up the
highways and byways.

Katharine House update
A Fashion Show in aid of the hospice is on Thursday 13
October (7 for 7.30pm). High Street Fashion at discounted
prices and clothes for sale on the evening. Tickets £10 with a
glass of fizz/soft drink and nibbles at Middleton Cheney Sports
and Social Club. Tickets from Carol, 01295 816487. Art
Exhibition & Book Launch at Balscote Village Hall, 8
October with artwork created by Katharine House Hospice
patient Terry Bock. Hospice Founder Neil Gadsby will be
launching his new book, Voices, about the 25 years of the
Hospice. Make A Will Week runs 17–21 October. A local

LOCAL NEWS
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Volunteers test the quality of local water – WaterBlitz is
organised by Wild Oxfordshire, a conservation charity



13

LOCAL NEWS

solicitor or will-writer will prepare a basic or standard Will or
update your existing Will in return for a donation to
www.khh.org.uk. Bingo Evening Saturday 12 November at
The Pepperpot in Banbury from 7.30pm. Free entry, £1 per
book. Lottery – you can win a top prize of £1000 every
week. Email lottery@khh.org.uk or phone Wendy on 01295
816484.

Mementos and memories
Alan Watkins from
Chipping Norton
Museum visited Henry
Cornish Care Centre in
August and brought
along an assortment of
interesting items for
residents to interact
with. They enjoyed
having a close-up look
as this brought back
many memories and the
staff were educated on
life before the internet.

Another recent talk
heard Chippy’s Martin
Hannant bring alive
stories of Panto Dames
(many of which he has
played). Everyone was

impressed not only by Martin’s costumes but also his mother
who made all the costumes herself. What an imagination!

Karen Berwick

Medical support for Syria
Can you help donate medical supplies for war-torn hospitals
in Syria? Charlbury Refugee Action Group is organising
regular collections, in Chipping Norton and Charlbury, of
urgently needed supplies. Millions still living in Syria in the
harshest of conditions, are at risk of being killed or injured as
the fighting continues. Syrian doctors and nurses try bravely
to offer medical care, often in extremely dangerous situations.
Hospitals and other medical facilities continue to be attacked
and badly damaged as the war goes on. There are severe
shortages of even the most basic supplies and we can help by
sending supplies to the beleaguered hospitals and doctors in
Syria. 

Anything you, your family, and friends can supply will
mean a lot to the people saving lives and treating the seriously
injured. The ‘wanted’ list includes: pain relief, antiseptics,
tourniquets, medical tape, gauze, bandages, dressings and
plasters, hand sanitiser, surgical masks, gloves (latex and non-
latex), and unwanted prescription spectacles. During October
there will be collection bins for these supplies in Chipping
Norton at the Oxfam Bookshop (open 9 to 5, Monday to
Saturday) and St Mary’s Parish Rooms (open 9am to noon
weekdays). There is also a collection bin in The Corner House,
Charlbury. If you have any queries or can help contact Paula
and John Dunleavy at jdunleavy@phonecoop.coop, or see
www.facebook.com/charlburyrefugee to follow what the
group is doing, and contact them at
charlburyrefugee@gmail.com.

A welcome to refugee families

Six Syrian refugee families have recently been welcomed and
housed locally by West Oxfordshire District Council working
with Asylum Welcome – and people in Chipping Norton have
been helping. Under the guidance of WODC, residents and
organisations have donated goods to furnish the homes. For
example, St Mary's Church donated two van loads of
furniture: from beds and chests of drawers to vacuum
cleaners and bookshelves. To help smooth the arrival of the
refugee children, members of Chippy's Amnesty International
collected suitable books, and pupils at St Mary's School, with
the help of St Mary's Church, put together welcome packs for
arrivals this summer. The packs included toys, school
equipment and DVDs (their main start for hearing English).
After spending a lesson recreating what life as a refugee might
be like, many pupils said they wanted to do something, and
this proved to be a good way to reach out and help refugee
children in a very direct way. As well as the usual social
services available, each family has volunteer befrienders and
English teachers, amongst whom is a member of the Chippy
News team. Events in Syria and the displacement of so many
seems insurmountable, but one simple story of support told
how the sister of one of the first refugees, who arrived with
his young family in North Oxfordshire last December, was
successfully traced by the Home Office and she, with her
husband and sons, is now living near her brother. Should you
wish to volunteer in any way, contact Leisure and
Communities at WODC. 

Power cut? Ring 105 
Chipping Norton has had a number of power cuts in the past
and West Oxfordshire District Council is supporting the
launch of 105, a new national three-digit helpline telephone
number that will make it quicker and easier for people to
report a power cut. Many people don’t know who to contact
during a power cut and wrongly call the electricity supplier
shown on their bill. By calling the helpline, householders will
be put through to the company that repairs local power
networks and restores power. The 105 number is available to
electricity customers in England, Scotland and Wales and can
be accessed from most landlines and mobile phones. Network
operators can be contacted directly or by website. The public
can also call 105 if they spot damage to electricity power lines
and substations that could put them, or someone else, in
danger. If there’s a serious immediate risk, the emergency
services should also be contacted. Visit
www.powercut105.com to find out more about the new 105
telephone number and electricity network operators.

Martin Hannant with one of his
many panto costumes
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Chequers Girls, the occasional frequenters and all the
regulars. Cheers Josh.’

All the Chippy News team send Kay and her family our
sincerest condolences. A celebration for Josh was held on 9
September in Lytham St Annes, where he and Kay had
recently moved. Donations in Josh’s memory may be sent for
‘Lytham RNLI’ c/o J&A Porter Funeral Services, Windsor
Court, Windsor Road, Ansdell, Lytham St Annes, FY8 1AH.

Police & neighbourhood crime
More benefit fraud – A former
policeman, Timothy Dunning, from
Milton-under-Wychwood has been
jailed for two years after being
convicted of more than £50,000 worth
of benefit fraud. This included housing
fraud (claiming he rented while
owning), claiming sickness and council
tax benefits while working, and in
receipt of a police pension and also
claiming benefit without disclosing he
was living with a partner. Cllr Toby
Morris, WODC Cabinet Member responsible for Council Tax
and Benefits, said, ‘We welcome the outcome of this case
which clearly illustrates that we will not tolerate benefit
fraud.’

Theft from Vehicle – Between  6pm on 31 August and 8am
1 September a theft from a vehicle occurred in Finsbury Place.
The offender gained entry to an unsecure vehicle and
conducted a search. A CD case was taken. If you saw anything
suspicious or have any information that may help with police
enquiries please telephone Chipping Norton Neighbourhood
Police Team on 101. 

Bad Parking – There have been reports of drivers parking
vehicles on footpaths impeding pedestrians. The community
wardens at WODC have been informed of these problems in
Chipping Norton and will take positive action again the
offending vehicles’ owners.

Speed Enforcement – Following reports from the
community, the police will be undertaking speed enforcement
from September all around the area including Chipping
Norton. Teams will also monitor parking in and around
schools to ensure both children and parents can safely get to
and from school.

‘Have Your Say’ Meetings – you can meet your local PCSO
at these informal meetings. The next ones in Chipping Norton
are from 11am–noon at the Guildhall on 19 October, 16
November, and 14 December.

Chipping Norton Police Contact – If you want any advice
or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call
them on the non-emergency number 101 but if your call is an
emergency then dial 999. You can also email:
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
– please note this email address cannot be used to contact
Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent
matters. If you have information about crime or anti-social
behaviour (ASB) in your area but you do not want to speak
to the police, please call the Crimestoppers charity on 0800
555111. 

Josh Reid 1945-2016
Josh Reid, who was
known to very many
friends in Chipping
Norton, sadly died on
30 August. Friend and
colleague from his
time at The Chequers,
Emma Pearson, kindly
sent the News this
tribute. 

‘Josh was the kind of
landlord you'll never

forget. However well or long you knew him, he would have
had an effect on you and your life in some way. In the 16 years
that he ran The Chequers along with his wife Kay, he created
a truly special place. Whether you were a new generation
pubgoer, the Friday night drinker or a quiet afternoon pint
type, all were welcome. His warm reception was appreciated
across the generations and with so many interests from rugby,
football, current affairs, the stock market, music, and tales of
his days working in the transport industry travelling the
world, everyone appreciated his company. His sense of
humour with a love of practical jokes (most memorably the
fart machine) and his big laugh that could always be heard
throughout the day and night. 

I’ve spoken to many people over the last few weeks and
the one thing that has stood out for me is that everyone has
a story to tell. A personal moment, an inside joke or a time in
their lives that Josh shared or celebrated with them. A story
that made them smile, laugh out loud or shed a tear. I know
each one will be a treasured memory. Though, amazingly
nobody recalled the beard. On retiring from the Chequers in
2006, Josh and Kay explored the UK and France on their boat,
then spent a year in London, before returning to their
childhood home of Lytham in Lancashire. Josh always stayed in
touch with friends in Chippy and often popped back to have
a pint or two. He relished the time he got to spend on the
other side of the bar. In fact his passion for beer had never
faded, discovering many new craft beers and micro breweries
across London, a notebook always to hand recording each
new beer he drank. I am truly proud and honoured to have
worked for Josh. He supported and encouraged us to reach
our potential and follow our dreams. Many of us girls came to
the pub as staff and left as friends. On behalf of all the
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Your Health & Wellbeing
More this month on flu and colds from Chipping Norton Health Centre plus items on wheelchair

dancing and care awards

Is it a cold or is it flu?
Colds and flu share some similar symptoms but are caused by
different viruses. Flu can be much more serious than a cold.
Around 200 viruses cause colds and only three cause flu. There
are many strains of these flu viruses, and the vaccine changes
every year to protect against the most common ones. So how
would you know the difference between a cold and flu?

Cold symptoms include: runny or blocked nose, sore
throat, sneezing, cough. There may also be a mild fever,
earache, tiredness and headache. Symptoms develop over one
or two days and gradually improve after a few days but can
last up to two weeks.

Flu symptoms usually come on more quickly and include:
sudden fever of 38-40C, muscle aches and pains, sweating,
feeling exhausted and a dry, chesty cough. Most people with
flu recover within a week, although tiredness may last longer. 

Some people are at greater risk of the complications of
flu, such as pneumonia and need to take extra care. Those
with serious heart or chest complaints, asthma, kidney or liver
disease, diabetes, strokes, lowered immunity and those over
65 are considered at risk and eligible for a free flu vaccination
from their GP, which is the best protection against the virus.
Your GP practice can also offer other free protective
vaccinations again shingles and pneumonia. The earlier you
have these, the more successful they are. Remember, a cold
will not kill you but flu could.

Dr Isabel Welch, Chipping Norton Health Centre

Everyone can dance
Qualified instructor,
Elizabeth-Rae Large, from
Milton-under-Wychwood,
hopes to take dance to a
new level in West
Oxfordshire by offering
Ballroom and Latin classes
for wheelchair users. Her
newly-formed group, the
West Oxfordshire
Wheelchair Dance group
(WOWD), is the first of its
kind in Oxfordshire. Six
weeks of hourly classes on
Wednesday afternoons are
planned initially, starting in
September, at a cost of £30. Elizabeth is an Occupational
Therapist by profession and has recently trained as an
instructor with the Wheelchair Dance Sports Association.
‘Dancing helps wheelchair users improve their posture which
in turn aids digestion. They can also learn new wheelchair
skills But, above all, it is tremendous fun and a great way of
meeting people and breaking down barriers.’

Dancing can involve a wheelchair user and a standing
partner or two wheelchair users performing together. It has
grown in popularity since it started in the late 1960's and is now
also a competitive national and international sport. Cllr Jeanette
Baker, the WODC’s Cabinet Member for Leisure, confirmed the
Council’s support, as part of its wider work of improving
inclusiveness and creating more opportunities for more disabled
people to participate in activities in West Oxfordshire. WODC
and GLL, its leisure contractor, are allowing the group to meet
free of charge at the Windrush Leisure Centre. Carers are
welcome to come along free of charge.

Caring for Carers
Day after day there is an unseen, and often unappreciated,
army of people in and around Chipping Norton who provide
care for the most vulnerable members of the community. Age
UK Oxfordshire wants to make sure that carers, of all types
and all ages, are acknowledged and celebrated. The Dignity in
Care Awards have recognised where outstanding care has
been given since 2012, and the 2016 awards are now open for
nominations. The nominations can include  organisations, care
settings, paid staff and volunteers, and the range of awards
cover leadership, communications and campaigning. In 2014
Chipping Norton’s Care, Compassion and Conversation was
one of the winners. This year Age UK want to obtain more
nominations than before and are encouraging local people to
put forward any examples of excellence in caring  in their
communities to help focus attention on high quality care, and
create a climate in which dignity in care becomes the norm,
not the exception.

Full details are available via the website
www.ageuk.org/oxfordfshire/dignityincare and nominations
close on 10 October 2016.

CHIPPING NORTON HEALTH CENTRE
RUSSELL WAY, CHIPPING NORTON

FLU CLINICS 2016
We will be holding open flu clinics at the surgery 

on the first 3 Saturdays in October 
1st October, 8th October, 15th October 

from 8.30am – 11.30am
If you are over 65 by 31st March 2017

or
if you are over 6 months old

and you suffer from a long term condition like
diabetes, asthma, heart disease, kidney disease,

had a stroke or have some other neurological illness
your immune system is suppressed, or if you live with
somebody whose immune system is suppressed (e.g.

they are having treatment for cancer),
or you are a main carer
or you are pregnant,

you will be eligible for a flu vaccination
You do not need to make an appointment for the open
clinics on 1st October, 8th October or 15th October – just

turn up between 8.30am–11.30am
If you are not able to make the above open clinics please
telephone CNHC on 01608 642742/642529 and make an

appointment.  
THE SHUTTLE BUS WILL BE IN OPERATION ON ALL 3

SATURDAYS AROUND CHIPPING NORTON

Elizabeth with Lawrence
Willoughby & Patricia James

from Witney. 
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Apple Time
Here’s news from Heather Leonard about Apple Day on 16 October at Chipping Norton’s

Community Orchard – and some thoughts from Judy Buckingham on Apples, cider-making and a
couple of scrumptious recipes.

APPLE DAY FEATURE

Bring Your Apples!
Apple Day at the
Community Orchard
(off the Worcester
Road) is on Sunday,
16 October from 12
noon-3pm.  Apples
for crushing (take
away juice), apples
for tasting, apples for
eating, apples for
celebrating. There
will be wassailing
with noise, singing and dancing so, if it’s your fancy, you can
dress up as well! Music and traditional dancing courtesy of
Third Friday Exiles, children’s games, our bodger with his pole
lathe and, as always, seasonal refreshments with a dip in the
wassailing bowl. All this for donations only. Back to the apples
– any windfalls will be fine for pressing. Picked apples for
tasting – please add their varieties if you know them. Books
to identify will be on hand. Apples before the event can be
delivered to 11, Church Street. Finally, before Apple Day, visit
the orchard and follow the ‘Pick Me Now’ notices to enjoy
the many varieties. For more information please contact
Heather Leonard by phone 643691 or email
rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk

The Fruits of Autumn
One of nature’s most
rewarding harvests at this
time of year is the humble
apple. October sees
celebrations taking place all
over the countryside in its
honour. As well as eating
and dessert fruits, which can
be stored throughout
winter, a large proportion of
the annual crop goes into
the production of apple

juice and cider, whose popularity has soared over recent
decades.  Apple trees grew naturally in the UK well before
Roman times but it was they who began to organise
cultivation. The Norman influence boosted cider-making with
Northern France renowned for the size and quantity of its
orchards and vineyards. The English climate was more suited
to orchard fruits than to the vine. Cider soon became the
drink of the people; its production appeared in tax records
from Yorkshire down to the home counties and west of
England. Cider was produced in substantial quantities on
farms, with specific cider apple trees as well as those for
eating and cooking. In the 18th century it was the custom to
pay part of a farm labourer’s wages in cider, typically three to
four pints a day, but many received much more! In paintings
and literature we see workers, particularly at harvest time,
taking their midday rest with bread and cheese and a flagon of

cider. But then late in the 19th century the Truck Act
prevented paying wages this way. The scarcity of guaranteed
pure water, made drinking cider and beer the norm for the
working classes, whereas the gentry might have taken tea,
coffee or wine. 

Tradition of cider-making
Nowadays half the UK-grown apples
are used in cider-making and in the
last decade 8,000 acres of new
orchards have been planted. Research
and improvements in harvesting
techniques have sped up the process
and handpicking is no longer the only
way to gather in the harvest. The
making of the cider applies the same
basic principles which have applied
for centuries. The apples are washed,
twigs and leaves are removed and the
fruit goes into the presses, where the
juice is collected. At this stage, the
juice can be drunk, or sterilised or
even made into a concentrate for further processing. The
juice for cider now goes into a fermentation process. In
former times a natural yeast was allowed to take its course
but today cultured yeasts are added for the fermentation
process to begin. That stage completed, the liquid goes into
sterilised storage tanks or, in some smaller production outlets
into wooden casks. It can then be transferred into maturation
vessels. Different ciders can be blended according to the
variety of apples used and the taste of the customer.
Sometimes it can be carbonated for a fizzy effect. 

Cider recipes to try
Chilled cider in summer makes a refreshing drink and on cold
winter days it can be heated and spiced with cinnamon and
cloves. Cider vinegar is good in salad dressings and also said
to have health benefits if taken in small quantities on a daily
basis. It will enrich a casserole or sauce, particularly good with
pork and chicken. Why not try:

Cider Braised Pork with cream and Mushrooms:
4 pork chops, 12 fl oz dry cider, a large onion, double cream,
8 oz of mushrooms, 2 cloves of garlic, a little chopped
rosemary, salt and pepper. Brown the seasoned chops in some
butter and oil in a pan until golden, then remove to a plate.
Add the onion, garlic and mushrooms to the juices and cook
for 5 minutes. Return the chops to the pan and cover with the
onion and mushroom mixture. Pour over the cider and
simmer for 20 mins. Add the cream, stir for a few minutes and
decorate with the rosemary.

Somerset Cider Chicken: 4 chicken thigh joints, 2
teaspoons of English Mustard, 3/4 pint of cider, 2 tablespoons
of honey, salt and pepper. Place the chicken pieces in a baking
dish, pour the mixed remaining ingredients over the top. Bake
for an hour in a medium oven. Good with greens and baked
potatoes.
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CHIPPY MEANS BUSINESS

ECN aiming for #GBHighSt 2016
As the weather gets colder, Experience Chipping Norton
(ECN) is warming things up with an exciting range of
initiatives designed to make the Town a winner in the Great
British High Street of the Year Awards 2016. After coming a
close second to Helmsley in last year’s Market Town category,

ECN is determined to clinch the title in this year’s
competition.

ECN Chairman Shaun Fagan also won a Special
Recognition Award for his ‘outstanding contribution to the
high street’. ECN’s Wendy Riley sent this update for the News.

Help Chippy win
If Chipping Norton  is shortlisted once again in October, the
Town needs everyone’s vote to carry off the crown. Judging is
split 50-50 between a judges’ visit and the number of online
votes each town earns from its residents – so follow ECN on
social media to find out how, when and where to vote! See
www.ExperienceChippingNorton.org.uk The not-for-profit
team promotes trade, tourism, heritage and community
interests to improve the life of Chippy residents, foster a
thriving business environment and attract more visitors. Last
year the GB High Street judges were particularly impressed
by the Town’s popular social media channel and
comprehensive digital platform.

Doing the digital thing
In 2016, ECN are ramping up the digital focus with three great
projects:

• A revamped ECN website.
• Free public town centre wi-fi.
• Chippy Means Business.

The town team is also delighted to have secured the
backing of three new sponsors – Midcounties Cooperative,
Elephant Wifi and Real Towns. So there’s plenty to celebrate
on the Chippy horizon, as the Town builds on and develops its
digital foundations.

New ECN website and branding
A new ECN website is almost complete following a generous
£2,000 community grant from Midcounties Cooperative,
thanks to a detailed ECN submission which demonstrated
genuine community/business outcomes.The new website

should be up and running this autumn, thanks to the hard
work of local web designer Ray Guzenda of GD Associates.

Free public wi-fi 
ECN has partnered with Elephant WiFi to install free public
wi-fi, overcoming very poor local mobile coverage. It will also
open up new advertising, footfall tracking and digital
marketing opportunities for business. Visitors will enjoy high
speed connectivity, while businesses can utilise digital
marketing opportunities including splash screen advertising,
footfall tracking and direct messaging to visitors.

Touch-screen kiosk 
ECN is negotiating with West Oxfordshire District Council to
locate a Digital Touch Screen Information Kiosk with
wayfinding maps, local business directories, events page,
tourist information and transportation updates. 

Chippy Means Business
ECN, backed by Real Towns, is launching a business scheme to
attract investment through grants, private partnerships, digital
sponsorship and events, so anyone interested can contact
ECN. Local businesses will provide the following services on
a profit-sharing basis: 

• Content for sponsored blogs, web pages, mobile apps,
email marketing shots and paid social media posts

• Digital Skills Training for residents and local businesses
• Business networking and fundraising events

As the scheme matures, ECN hopes more local businesses
will become service suppliers. All funds will be re-invested in
business, tourism, heritage and community projects to benefit
Chipping Norton.

Expanded Mobile
Tour app
Chippy’s innovative mobile
app now includes a town
heritage tour, return
countryside walk to Over
Norton, return walk to the
Rollright Stones via Little
Rollright, and a ‘study tour’
highlighting the Town’s
innovative digital ventures.
Shaun Fagan conducted his
first mobile workshop in July
this year, sharing his digital
expertise with placemakers
from 16 British towns.

Snake Pit
ECN’s version of BBC’s Dragon’s Den is a collaborative
venture with District Councillor Guy Wall, launched last year
by local MP David Cameron. Young contestants will pitch to
local entrepreneurs for access to professional expertise,
mentoring and training. Further details are awaited.

For more information about any of the above see
www.ExperienceChippingNorton.com or contact
shaun@experiencechippingnorton.com

Town’s bid for High St Awards

The ECN team pictured at The Theatre on GB High Street
judging day last year 
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thought ‘I’d like a date with him’. The next night her travel
companion, plus new boyfriend, asked her if she would like
to go to a party with them, and yes, HE was there. Here

started a wonderful love story. His name was Carlos, the
son of a wealthy Lisbon lawyer, a graduate in politics and
economics, and he became infatuated with her. When the
week’s holiday was up, he asked Linda to marry him. The
answer was no, but she told him she would return. She
persuaded her parents to let her return to Portugal for a
further two weeks holiday and spent most of the time with
Carlos who again asked her to marry him. He wrote a
letter to her parents asking for permission and although
they had only spent 16 days together, came to England on
Boxing Day and they were married in January. A whirlwind
romance. 

A life in hospitality
Carlos decided that he wanted to make his career in the
hospitality industry so they moved back to Lisbon to
manage a large hotel for a friend of Carlos’s father. After a
few years they moved to the Algarve, where they bought
some land and developed a holiday villa complex, and, as
this was successful, built another. Eventually they sold these
and moved to Gibraltar, again working in the leisure
industry, but this time had a large hotel there. 

By then they had two sons and after an education on
Gibraltar both of them came to England to university. At
this point Linda and Carlos decided to move to the UK and
found their next project on the Isle of Wight. The boys
finished their education and the eldest, Joao, said he would
like to go into the hotel business with his father. They fell in
love with Chipping Norton and moved here 10 years ago.
Unfortunately Carlos at that time was diagnosed with a
brain tumour which although successfully operated on,
stopped him taking a full part in the business. So it was
down to Joao and Linda. Sadly they lost Carlos five years
ago to a chest infection. Now Linda is the face who greets
us at the Crown and Cushion and is always around front of
house and Joao manages the business.

600 years of secrets
Sitting in the bar of the Crown and Cushion, it’s not hard to
imagine how it was centuries ago. Somehow it retains the
atmosphere of a hostelry that hides many secrets within its
walls despite now being a modern hotel. One can imagine
the wheeling and dealing that went on between the various
merchants and wool traders in the Town, the gossip, the
clandestine meetings and scheming.The Catherine Wheel,
as it was formerly known, has retained traditions of
hospitality since 1497. It is rumoured that Robert Catesby,
then owner of Chastleton House, met with Guy Fawkes and
others here in 1604 to formulate plans for the Gunpowder
Plot. If you close your eyes you can see them hunched
round the fireplace scheming in hushed whispers. In the
1760’s the then landlord, Mr John Insall, was in all
probability not a popular man. He was robbed by one
William Cauldwell who was subsequently sent to the
colonies for his misdeeds and then fell foul of three linen
drapers who later also found themselves in court. In 1962
the landlord, a Mr Samuel Garrett, was found guilty of
keeping his house open on a Sunday morning and fined the
grand sum of £1. More recently the hotel was in the
ownership of Keith Moon, of The Who. He is still
remembered for his rowdy and lavish parties and his
eccentric ways.

A Portuguese love story
Nowadays our
host is Linda
Maia e Silva.
Who is she and
how did she
arrive here?
Linda was born
in Chislehurst in
Kent, the second
youngest of six
children. Her
father was in the
RAF and her

mother a South African he had met on his travels. They
moved to Muswell Hill and that was where she was brought
up. Unfortunately her father died when she was young but
her mother remarried and she seems to have had a good
relationship with her stepfather. She left school at 18 and
whilst she was deciding which college she wanted to attend,
took a job at a travel agents for the summer. A lady in her
thirties at the agency told Linda she was going to Lisbon on
holiday and asked her if she would like to go. Her parents
agreed because in their minds she was going with an older
responsible woman. So off they went. How wrong her
parents were, for the first night they were there this lady
found herself a man and Linda was to all intent and
purposes left on her own. She met a group of young people
in a coffee shop and one of the boys caught her eye and she

LOCAL FEATURE

In the Spotlight

Behind the scenes … at The Crown and Cushion
The Newsteam’s Sue Hadland, having sampled many of our local foodie places, now

explores behind the scenes – this month with Linda Maia e Silva at The Crown and Cushion 

Linda Maia e Silva pictured recently in the
garden of The Crown & Cushion
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THE ARTS

The Theatre
Panto tickets selling fast This year’s panto is Robinson

Crusoe and the
Pirate Queen written
by Andrew Pollard
with music by Ollie
Burch. It runs from 15
November to 8
January 2017. Oh yes
it does! The Theatre
will be high-tailing it
on to the seven seas in
search of brave new
worlds with their
audiences and
fantastic panto cast,
and this year – more
than any other – we
will be spending

Christmas with some very familiar faces,
as some favourite cast members from
recent years return to rejoin the fun. It’s
going to be a wonderful adventure!
Robinson Crusoe is Craig Rhys Barlow.
Hero Robinson is being played by the
wonderful Craig who gave a delightfully
Welsh Ali Baba in 2011. Polly Perkins is
Emilia Williams. The stonkingly posh
princess was last in Chippy as the
princess in Mother Goose in 2014.
Captain Wallace Windblower is Robert
Maskell. Robert was in Mother Goose
alongside Emilia playing the baddy. This
year he returns as the much friendlier
but equally bonkers Captain Wallace.
Dame Camilla Crusoe is Andrew Pepper.
Returning from last year’s Robin Hood,
Andrew will be swapping the woods for
the high seas! Saucy Nancy is Jessica
Dyas. Playing the figurehead of the ship –
oh, panto! – Jessica was last seen in
Chippy playing Princess Beatrice in
2013’s Jack and the Giant. Alongside these ‘returners’ there
are a couple of lovely new faces. Jean-Luke Worrell will be
joining the cast as Robinson’s sidekick Man Friday and Lizzy
Dive (currently playing Mrs Twit in the stage adaptation of
Roald Dahl’s story) will be playing the Pirate Queen herself.
Further information and tickets on 642350 or at
www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Shadow Stories If you or someone in your family missed
this exciting opportunity in September there is a second date
to put in your diary. The pilot project, which aims to inform
and shape the delivery of arts activities at The Theatre for
young adults with learning disabilities aged 18-30, is taking
place on 11 October 1-3pm. There is no charge but pre-
booking is essential.  Contact the Box Office on 642350.

Spooky Steps Half Term Workshop on Friday 28
October 10 am-1 pm is just the thing for youngsters to gear
up for Halloween. During a spooky-themed morning of
storytelling through dance and movement children will create

their own group to share with family and friends at 12.45 pm.
Open to 6-9 year olds.  Tickets £23. More information on
642350.   

The Owen Mumford
Gallery Don’t forget to visit
the Art Gallery when you visit
The Theatre. The current
exhibition ‘Print Perfect’ by The
Oxford Printmakers runs until
22 October. Based in East
Oxford the workshop has been
running for 39 years as a non-
profit making organisation that
offers a high standard of
professional printmaking
facilities and regular exhibitions.
It was set up in 1977 by former
Ruskin School of Drawing students and staff to enable them
to continue to work in printmaking. On display are members’
framed and unframed work, featuring many printmaking
techniques, diverse subject matter and varied styles.

Other local events & news
Jaffé & Neale, our town's Independent Bookshop, celebrates
15 years of being here in Chippy on 8 October.
Congratulations from all the News Team.

‘A Christmas Carol – in 60 Minutes Or Less!’ Bah
Humbug! Martin Prest’s accurate adaptation of Charles
Dickens classic Christmas story is very cleverly done. It
contains all the story lines and Dickens classic prose neatly
wrapped up to start the Christmas festivities presented by
the Nortonians Amateur Dramatic Society. Martin Hannant
plays Scrooge with Sian O’Neill narrating his story of
conversion. The multi talented trio of Beverly Digwood,
Andrew Pitman and Paul Lovick plays all other parts! The
production is in The Parish Rooms on 19 November at
7.30pm. Definitely not ‘Bah Humbug‘ but a chance of a real
festive evening out. Watch out for posters. Tickets £8
including ‘seasonal refreshments’ will on sale in advance from
24 October at Jaffé & Neale and on the door. Further
information from Andrew Pitman 01993 830930.

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

THANK YOU   THANK YOU

for your support  

& do join us in celebrating our

15th BIRTHDAY 
on Saturday 8th October

Panto newcomers
Jean-Luke Worrell
(Man Friday) and
the Pirate Queen
herself, Lizzy Dive 



20

THE ARTS

Blenheim Palace Literary Festival 13-16 October

Darcey Bussell, one of Britain's greatest ballerinas and now a
judge on the BBC's primetime Saturday night show Strictly

Come Dancing, appears at this year's Blenheim Palace Festival
of Literature Film & Music. Bussell will talk about her life and
career at Sadler's Wells Royal Ballet and on the international
stage and about her recent experience as a judge on the BBC
show. Presenter of the BBC's Coast, Nicholas Crane, will talk
about his latest book, The Making of the British Landscape: From

the Ice Age to the Present. Other speakers include former
Labour Foreign Secretary and founder of the SDP Lord David
Owen; former Labour MP and investigative journalist Chris
Mullin; acclaimed US chef Jeremiah Tower; garden designers to
Prince Charles Isabel and Julian Bannerman, who will talk to
actor Richard E Grant; and popular entertainer Nicholas
Parsons. Acclaimed actor and writer Simon Callow will talk
about his fascination with biography and his fellow human
beings, and in particular with the life of one man, the film-
maker Orson Welles. Callow will also join jazz singer Jacqui
Dankworth for Shakespeare And All That Jazz, a celebration of
the Bard in words and music. Other new speakers include
thriller writer Felix Francis; biographers Richard Holmes,
Paula Byrne, Matthew Dennison and Brendan King, and art
historian and broadcaster Dr Janina Ramirez. Details and
tickets from www.blenheimpalaceliteraryfestival.com or call
0333 666 3366 Monday-Saturday.  

Durer, Genius of the Northern Renaissance is The
Cotswold Decorative & Fine Arts Society’s lecture by Eveline
Eaton. Albrecht Durer was not only an exceptional painter
and draughtsman, he was also the first to write on art theory
in the German language. Wednesday 12 October. Coffee from
10.15, lecture at 11am. Bradwell Village Hall near Burford
OX18 4XF. Non-members welcome (suggested donation £8).

Athens and Rome: A Tale of Two Cities This is a special
interest day by Paul Roberts. It consists of three lectures at
Bradwell Village Hall. The cost is £30 (£33 for non-members)
to include coffee in the morning and a light lunch. Booking
essential, 10.45am-3.15pm on Wednesday 26 October. See
www.cotswolddfas.org for more information of both events.

Watercolour demonstration North Cotswold Arts
Association Internationally published artist Fiona Peart will be
giving a demonstration on watercolour at Broadwell Village
Hall, near Stow on the Wold, starting at 2 pm. Wednesday 12
October Visitors welcome. £5 including tea. More details
phone Frances 644425 or email fran.buckel@btinternet.com.

The Recovery of Stolen Art Come and hear the stories
behind the hunt for famous masterpieces with Britain's
premier art detective Charles Hill. 7.30-10pm 22 October at
Warwick Hall (next to St John The Baptist Church), Church
Green, Burford, OX18 4RY. Entrance by donation for
Macmillan Cancer Support. For further information contact
burfordarttalk@gmail.com or 07523 387620.

The Voice Box Choir sing music from around the world.
The choir performs regularly in and around Witney and tours
in the UK and Europe. They sang in Bruges Cathedral and at
the Menin Gate in July this year. This concert will have a
special emphasis on folk music from around the world, full of
variety and entertainment, and is to raise funds for the
Friends of West Oxfordshire Citizens Advice. Saturday
7.30pm 15 October Ducklington Church.

Mendelssohn's Elijah performed by
The Burford Singers. Mendelssohn’s
Elijah is a great favourite with singers
and audiences alike. Mendelssohn
himself conducted the first
performance in Birmingham Town Hall
170 years ago. Its dramatic depiction
of Elijah’s overthrow of the priests of
Baal inspired Mendelssohn to create
his great choral and orchestral
masterpiece.  Burford Singers with Cotswold Chamber
Orchestra leader Kate Bailey, Mary Bevan Soprano, Marta
Fontanals-Simmons Mezzo-Soprano, Thomas Elwin Tenor,
Ashley Riches Bass, Brian Kay Conductor. 7.30pm Sunday 20
November, Church of St John The Baptist, Church Green
,Burford OX18 4RY. Tickets in advance reserved at £21, £17
and £13, unreserved £10.50. Postal booking (advised) opens
on 6 October. Telephone booking opens on 30 October on
01993 822412. Booking in person from 3 November, The
Madhatter Bookshop, 122, High Street, Burford. Full details
and booking form available at www.burfordsingers.org.uk.
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Ramblers visit Adlestrop
The first Sunday of the month, 4 September, 16 Ramblers set
off from Adlestrop Village Hall car park to walk up the hill to

reach the long ridge with long barrows on the right and Stow
church on the skyline to the left. Soon we spy the golden
stone of Chastleton House gleaming at the bottom of the
track, but we leave a closer acquaintance to another day as we
turn our backs and make our way left, down through
harvested fields and inquisitive horses back to the car park. A
cup of tea and delicious lemon drizzle cake at the delightful
Adlestrop Post Office shop and café rounded off an enjoyable
late summer walk. 

For more details of a leisurely afternoon ramble of 4-5
miles on the first Sunday of the month get in touch with
Heather Leonard (643691) rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk or
alternatively email jennyharrington@btinternet.com

Heather Leonard

Chipping Norton Flower Club

Following our open meeting in July to celebrate our Emerald
Anniversary, where a cream tea was enjoyed before the
fabulous demo by Pat Dibbon, 27 October will see our
second meeting in the Lower Town Hall. We welcome any
new members or visitors. Doors open from 7pm ready for a
demonstration by Beverly Short entitled ‘My Bargain Hunt’ at
7.30. For more information call Ann Anson on 683289.

Elaine Parsons

Lions’ Racing Reindeers 

Our annual Reindeer Race night is fast approaching. It’s on
Saturday 26 November at the Crown & Cushion Hotel from
7pm. There will be seven races and sponsoring a race would
cost £100 – this includes an advert in our programme,
facebook page and website and if you are able to attend, a
table for eight people. Alternatively, if you would like to
advertise in our programme it is £25 for 1/8 page. There will
be a raffle, so if you are able to offer a raffle prize it would be
greatly appreciated. Food will be available and, of course, the
bar. So have a great night out with family & friends, plus a
chance to win a race. This year funds raised from the evening
will be used to maintain or replace some of our mobility
scooters, which are available to anyone who medically needs
one. We are still hoping for stories from our recipients for the
article to send to the Lion Magazine.

If you are interested in the Race night, please contact
Lions Vic and Dawn Hunt, email hunt796@gmail.com Tel:

644159 and stories to Lion John Roxby, email
johnroxby555@btinternet.com

We are always happy to welcome new members so if you
want to know more about Lions with a view to joining us, just
visit our website www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk or contact
any of the Lions. Lion President Maz 07507 535466, Past
President Rob 646003, Secretary John Roxby 01993 831743 

Liz Nason

Walled Gardens Project at NOOG
Our indoor sessions
of the season started
in September with an
entertaining, yet
challenging, gardening
quiz. It certainly
enhanced our
knowledge about
vegetables! On
Wednesday 5 October,
Max Askew, a
landscape architect
and member of The Oxfordshire Gardens Trust, will speak
about The Oxfordshire Walled Gardens Project. In April 2012
the OGT was awarded £50,000 by the Heritage Lottery Fund
to research the walled kitchen gardens of our county, a
project which was completed in 2014. This should be a
fascinating illustrated talk. On Wednesday 2 November, two
members of Transition Chipping Norton will talk us through
‘Climate change: how do gardeners adapt?’ 

We meet at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Chipping
Norton. Visitors and new members are always welcome
(visitors £3, members £1). For enquiries about North Oxon
Organic Gardeners please contact tracylean@gmail.com,
01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Town Tales at CNWI
At their September meeting Chipping Norton Women’s
Institute were regaled with more stories of local history by
Alan Brain. Alan has a huge knowledge of our town and his
talk, as always, was informative and entertaining. At our next
meeting on 12 October members will share their skills and

CLUB NEWS

Vintage Tea Parties
Perfect for any occasion

Call Victoria on 07967 833 979 or email
victoria@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk
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enthusiasms in a ‘dabble’ afternoon. Visitors are always
welcome to join us in the Lower Town Hall at 2.15pm. Plans
are also in hand to attend the Norton group meeting at
Great Rollright, and for visits to Oxford’s Botanic Gardens
and Worcester as well as running a fundraising stall in the
Co-op on Wednesday 19 October.

Prudence Chard 642903 

Cosmic delights for Stargazers
The astronomical summer for CN Amateur Astronomy
Group was rounded off nicely when the Perseid meteor
shower literally lit up the early morning skies at the Rollright
Stones on 12 August for stalwart CNAAGers Mel Gigg and

Andy Smith. This was followed by a highly successful meeting
in the idyllic setting of historic Chastleton House on the 15th,
courtesy of the National Trust and CNAAG’s Seb Conway. On
Sunday 2 October we will be observing the faraway sun and
local revellers at Banbury Canal Day and on Saturday the 8th,
weather permitting, we will be holding our Autumn
MoonWatch and Dark Sky Discovery meeting at the Rollright
Stones to which everyone is invited. On Monday the 17th we
welcome renowned author, observer and THE binocular
expert, Stephen Tonkin to the Methodist Rooms, 7.30 for an
8pm start, everyone welcome. 

For observers, the Seven Sisters or 'Plaiedes' star group
is coming into view much earlier in the eastern evening sky, a
sure sign that Autumn is well on its way.  As blackberries ripen
and leaves start to fall Chippy stargazers look forward to a
busy and exciting season. Everyone is welcome to all of our
meetings – for details visit our web site www.cnaag.com

Robin Smitten 

Great Folk evening
Another great evening at Chipping Norton Folk Club.  We
met at the Chequers  and a good mixture of regulars and
newcomers treated us to a lovely and varied programme.
Rachel Chai kicked things off with a beautiful rendition of
Ellan Vannin the unofficial Manx national anthem. Other
highlights included Gemma singing Que Sera, some excellent
military songs from Jane and then Kate (with impressive
percussion from the audience), Neil Young’s Heart Of Gold

from Tony and Nigel, and California Dreaming performed by
Bev (and all present). Two performances stood out for me.
Jules gave us a stunning version of Jacques Prevert’s Les Feuilles

Mortes (Autumn Leaves) and Bill wrapped up the evening with
a blues in E that had the whole place rocking and joining in.

Our next meeting is at 8pm on Monday 10 October at The
Chequers. All performers and non-performers welcome. 

Patrick Moores

Write letters with Amnesty
This month local resident Maria Huff will be giving an eye-
witness account of life in the West Bank and Israel, based on
her recent three months living in Palestine as an Ecumenical
Accompanier (supported by the Quaker Peace and Social
Witness organisation). Do come and hear what daily life is like
under occupation, what the Israeli peace movement is doing
and how we can promote a just peace in Israeli-occupied
Palestine.

At our November meeting we will be writing greetings
cards to send to prisoners and their families as part of our ‘Write
for Rights’ campaign, when Amnesty supporters across the globe
write millions of letters to people whose basic human rights are
being attacked.  Our monthly meetings at 7.30pm in the Lower
Town Hall – the next are 13 October & 10 November. All are
welcome; no fee. Details from Priscilla Peace on 01451 830459.

Kaye Freeman

Green Gym helps bumblebees
As part of our work at the Health Centre we have started to
prepare a ‘bumblebee bed’. This will consist of plants specially
favoured by bumblebees, which are in sad decline and are
necessary for the pollination of many plants and crops. No –
they don’t sting, so no extra work for the Health Centre! We
have also spent a couple of sessions at Fitzalan triangle (near
Travis Perkins) taming the weeds which threaten to engulf the
trees we have planted there; and in the William Fowler Wood
(beyond the allotments) we have cleared blackthorn. Further
afield we have finished repairing the dry stone wall at Ash Hill
Farm, Swerford. 
By the time you
read this most of
the apple trees in
the Community
Orchard will be
ripe so look out
for a label on the
ones which are
ready. Feel free to
pick some – they
are there for you
all!  Come to Apple Day on Sunday 16 October (see p16).

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning.
New members welcome! – to get fit and enjoy good company
while caring for the local environment. There are jobs for all
ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts may be
available. Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org, or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington 643269

U3A inside the Kitchen Garden
At our September meeting Sarah Cotter-Craig, who is
involved in the surveying and restoration of historic gardens,
gave a fascinating illustrated presentation on The Walled
Kitchen Gardens of Oxfordshire. Of the nearly three hundred
original ones only nine are still in full production and in some
of those we saw their aesthetic as well as productive appeal.
In many of those whose days of grandeur are long since gone

CNAAG sets up for an evening’s observing at Chastleton House 
Photo: Mel Gigg
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we were able to see the remains of the features of great
kitchen gardens. Our members enjoyed an interesting hour of
descriptions in this 'behind the scenes’ tour. Contact
Chairman Diamond Versi (646578) for more information or
see our website u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton.

ATC’s active summer
It’s been non-
stop for us over
the summer. The
cadets attended
weekly summer
camps at RAF
Spadeadam and
RAFC Cranwell,
where they
visited different
RAF units
including the
busy BBMF (Battle of Britain memorial flight) and 45 Sqn to
find out more about the King Air training aeroplane and also
enjoyed a trip to the Royal Armoury in Leeds.

Late August saw us celebrate 75 years of the Air Training
Corps Organisation with the ACO anniversary torch, which
arrived at our Wing headquarters before travelling around the
South West Region of Air Cadets. The torch travelled from
Windsor Castle to 612 VGS in Abingdon, by road, canal and
foot carried by the Air Cadets, finally arriving with a
celebration performance from the Wing band.

September has been busy, where the cadets took part in
Air rifle shooting (pictured above) and the annual inter-

squadron swimming competition, seeing us competing against
26 other units within our area.  We also participated in The
Oxfordshire’s Joint services cadet challenge, the Battle of
Britain Parade in Banbury, Air Experience Flying at RAF
Benson in the Grob Tudor and finally the annual Wing
Activities Day competition in Abingdon.

We are now recruiting for cadets aged 12yrs (in year 8)
and over and looking for new staff and civilian committee
members, no prior experience needed. To find out more visit
www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org

WOWI ready for pumpkins & lanterns
West Oxfordshire WI's August meeting was a lovely evening

in Jean Davison's beautiful garden. It's amazing how much food
can be generated when everyone brings a dish to share! There
was a truly lovely spread.

Four of our members went as guests to Shipton-under-
Wychwood WI where we had a wonderful evening with
delicious refreshments, a quiz to tax our brain cells and an
extremely humorous talk from Irene Tyack on 'The Yellow Hat
Tribe'. 

Bletchley Park is a fascinating place and Gillian Cane
spoke to us about its 'magic' at our September meeting.

Come and join us in October! Bring a Pumpkin and a
knife as we're going to have fun creating a show of Halloween
Lanterns! We meet on the third Monday of the month at
7.30pm in St Mary's Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton.

Hilary Dix 646228

Royal British Legion’s social evening
On 9 September some 30 members and guests gathered at
the Crown & Cushion to hear a talk by branch member and
author Christopher Jory. His book Lost in the Flames tells the
story of Jacob Arbuckle from growing up in Chipping Norton
with a desire to become a pilot, to training in Canada and
becoming a bomb aimer with a Lancaster Squadron and his
experiences flying operations over Germany. The story was
inspired by Chris’s Uncle, Flying Officer John Ross, a bomb
aimer with 186 Squadron who was killed over Hamburg in
February 1945. 

In an interesting, entertaining and thought-provoking
presentation Chris covered the controversy which raged over
Bomber Command’s role in the Second World War, his
Uncle’s service and death and life within an RAF Bomber
station, all described vividly with passages he read from his
book. He also talked of the guilt felt by aircrews at the
carnage they inflicted on the Germans, movingly illustrated by
a quote from his uncle: ‘these hands have killed thousands….’ 

We owe the men of Bomber Command a huge debt for

Domiciliary Care Agency

At Care Compassion and Conversation Ltd,
we understand that being able to live at

home, maintaining your independence can
mean everything to you.

We are able to offer a range of support to
help you to do this.
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staff. 

We are a locally based company who are
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For more information please 

call: 01608 648656  email: info@carecc.co.uk
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Care Compassion and
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their bravery and suffering in their part in destroying the most
evil regime the world has ever seen. The cost was terrible to
both civilians and aircrew, but it was a battle for survival and
the Third Reich even in 1945 had the potential to inflict huge
casualties on our homeland with weapons such as the V2
missile. They should never be forgotten. 

Chris had kindly donated a number of his excellent books
and the sale of these and tickets raised £235 towards our cause
of remembering the fallen and helping servicemen and women,
past and present. Thank you to Chris for a great evening and, as
ever, to Linda and her staff at the Crown & Cushion.

Steve Kingsford

Scouting news
Beavers We went on our Beaver summer camp to

Chastleton – a first
ever camp for a lot of
them and they did fab
– we had so much fun.
We did den building
and even had our
lunch in them which
was pretty awesome.
One of the leaders
made bows and
swords for the
children, they were in
awe of it all. Lots of
games were played –
one of the favourites
was ‘who done it’
(Scouts’ Cluedo).

CubsThis term we will be welcoming six new cubs who have
swum up from Beavers, and saying farewell to four cubs who
are moving on to Scouts. The challenge badge we are focusing
on this term is the Personal Challenge and cubs will also work
towards Photography and Science badges.

Scouts The Scouts had a very successful summer camp at
Caythorpe Court in
Lincolnshire. The
activities included
climbing, abseiling,
leap of faith, raft
building, aeroball
(team game played
on trampolines) and
tunnel trail which
was an underground
hide and seek game.
The Scouts had a lot
to tell us about
when they got
home! This term will be as action packed as ever – it includes
a county camp at Horley, CPCW where the scouts get to
cook for themselves on fires.

Explorers We are welcoming lots of new members with an
autumn programme that includes an Ice Camp in December.
There will be lots of activities at the camp including laser tag
and a silent disco and possibly the treat (or not!) of camping
in the snow. Meanwhile we are extremely grateful to Chippy
Rugby Club for letting us use their clubhouse temporarily
now that the scout hut is being demolished.

West Oxfordshire MS Society
The Woodstock and
Kidlington Rotary Club
organises a running
event annually and this
year the President’s
charity is the West
Oxfordshire MS Branch.
The Races will be in the
grounds of Blenheim
Palace in Woodstock on
Sunday 23 October

10.30am-12.30pm. All the runners will be sponsored, so if you
wish to run, sponsor someone or find more details Google
‘Rotary Club of Woodstock & Kidlington’ to access their
website. Or just come along to watch, to cheer on the
runners and support the MS Society. All the monies raised will
be used for the benefit of those affected by MS within West
Oxfordshire and Kidlington. My contact details are tel: 645988
or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson

Railway Club around the world!
The September meeting on Tuesday 6th was indeed
interesting. New speaker, Matthew Searle’s talk was about
‘Switzerland – On the Steep and Narrow’. His slides covered
their extensive railway network; including Swiss cities with
electric trains, the Simplon Tunnel and the Glacier Express.
Mountain railways use the ‘rack and pinion’ method, and there
are also some preserved steam lines. All Swiss rail travel is
very efficient, but expensive. 

For the autumn outing on 11 September, we travelled to
the Nene Valley Railway in Peterborough – full report next
month. We look forward to welcoming the always popular
Michael Clemens once again on 4 October, with more of his
father’s archive Railway films from the 50s and 60s now
transferred to DVD. Travelling further afield, member Jim
Portlock will be our speaker on 1 November. He will be
regaling us with his memories of ‘California and its Trains’. 

If you are interested in railways, do come along to one of
our meetings which are held on the first Tuesday of every
month. We always give a warm welcome to new members and
visitors (this month we welcomed six!!) with friendly chat and
free tea or coffee and biscuits served in the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Chippy Labour Party
Exciting times in the Labour Party. In July we met to select our
candidate for the 2017 County Council elections. After a long
discussion about the poor services provided by the County
Council, we selected Geoff Saul as our candidate.

In August we held a further meeting to consider the
question of Labour Party Leader. A packed meeting provided
a mostly good-natured debate on the merits of the two
candidates. At the conclusion we voted to lend our support
to Jeremy Corbyn. On a personal note and having met him, he
is not the ogre some of the media seem to think.

We meet on the second Thursday of each month at The
Chequers. Non-members, supportive of Labour values, are
welcome. For more information on our activities contact me,
David Heyes at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

The Leap of Faith at Summer Camp
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commitment, you can participate in meetings, events and put
your ideas forward for community projects. You can find us via
www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk or telephone Simon on
07896 326149 to begin your Rotary year right now.

Simon Hamilton

Tea tasting with Over Norton WI
ONWI’s 2016 programme is proving to be popular with a
number of new members joining. There was a good turnout
for our July talk by Paul Fischer, classical guitar maker. Then in
August nine members enjoyed a very leisurely wander around

Sezincote’s beautiful gardens for our summer outing
(pictured). Our next meeting on Thursday 20 October will be
a presentation from Barney Norman, an Art Consultant who
helps people to develop and  manage their contemporary art
collections. Sounds intriguing. Call Lesley 07747 631526 for
venue details.

ONWI has organised a Special Tea Tasting event on
Sunday 23 October at The Tea Set café in Chipping Norton
starting at 3pm. Michael Bunston, OBE (received for services
to the international tea industry), will talk us through four
different brews which we will have the opportunity to taste.
Tickets are £15 which will include a full Tea including a
sandwich, cake and scones, and of course tea. This is for
everyone, WI, non-members and partners. We are limited to
30 participants so booking is essential. Call Lesley 07747
631526 to book for the Tea Tasting event and for further
information about Over Norton WI’s programme.

Frances Buckel

UKIP Corner
Now it has just been announced that David Cameron has
resigned as our MP,  there will be a by election next month,
just when we thought that things were settling down. UKIP
will be fielding a candidate who will be a supporter of Brexit,
so I would appeal to the undecideds who are in favour of
leaving the EU to support the only candidate who will work
for our long term goal. 

Diane James is the new UKIP Leader elected at the Party
Conference in Bournemouth on 16 September. I know Diane
and she will be an excellent leader. I write this as she is making
her acceptance speech, and there is no doubt that UKIP will
evolve.  A new Leader, a by election to win in October, and the
chance of a co-opted seat in Chippy Town Council it promises
to be a busy time for UKIP Witney. I can be
contacted by email on UKIP.ChippingNorton@Gmail.com

Jim Stanley
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Chipping Norton Rotary roundup
Swim-a-Fun: The first Rotary
Community Swim-a-Fun will be held
on 1 April 2017 at the Leisure
Centre. It will be a sponsored
swimming event for all abilities and
ages, with the aim of raising funds for

charity. Both teams and individuals can enter, with individuals
being placed in notional teams. Each team of up to six will be
allocated a lane for 55 minutes, and swim as many lengths in
total as they can (or wish). There will be medals for every
entrant, and prizes for the most lengths swum and most funds
raised, although many may wish just to join us for fun as well
as fundraising.

Participants will pay a small entrance fee and be
encouraged to raise sponsorship. If they choose, teams can
nominate a charity of their own choice to receive 50% of
their donations, with the rest going to Rotary charities. Entry
will be managed by a dedicated website, currently being set
up, and donations will be processed via that website using,
probably, Virgin Money. Now is the time to start talking about
this with friends and colleagues to form teams. If you want to
show your interest at this early stage, please contact us via
our club website www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk.

Your Rotary, your world, your opportunity … to make
a difference in your community. We warmly welcome new
members, though appreciate you may like to try us out first.
So, we're sending you a personal invitation to become a
Friend of Rotary with a year’s FREE membership. Without

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens
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2017 Town Sports Awards
Chipping Norton’s annual Town Sports Awards are being
organised again for 2017 with the presentation evening
already booked for 24 February in the Town Hall. The Town
Council Recreation Committee will meet in November to
discuss the Awards and the December News will include
details of where and how to apply. Meanwhile, start thinking
about who are our local sporting heroes.

Graham Beacham

Six Nations Rugby Trophies at Chippy
Members of Chipping Norton Rugby Club recently had a
fantastic opportunity to get close to the Six Nations Cup and
Triple Crown plate which England won this spring. Huge
thanks are due to Club Manager Frances Morton for making
a regular Thursday evening training session so much more by
arranging for Dave Larham and Gary Morris from
Oxfordshire’s RFU Rugby Development Team to bring the

trophies to display in the Clubhouse, while they ran a ‘scrum
factory’ course for the Club’s senior, colts and U16 squads.
Plenty of mini and junior players took advantage of the photo
opportunity too, as well as their coaches and families. It was
really inspiring for everyone to see the silverware and who
knows which of our young players might lift it in the future?

The season is now well under way, with seniors coaching
every Tuesday and Thursday evening, ready for matches most
Saturdays, while the minis and youth squads train and/or play
matches every Sunday morning 10am-noon. New/returning
players are always welcome. For more information please
visit  http://chippingnorton.rfu.club/ or alternatively send an
email to  chippingnortonrugby@gmail.com.

Claire Williamson

New Youth Athletics group
A Youth Athletics group is starting up in Chipping Norton
with training sessions on Mondays 5-6pm at Chipping Norton
Leisure Centre, starting on Monday 7 November. This group
will run during term time and is aimed at 6-13 year olds. £30
per half term. All athletes are coached in the fundamental
movements of track and field through a multidisciplinary
approach and using the ‘Athletics 365’ technical proficiency
curriculum. Events covered include ABCS, Discus, Endurance,
Games, High Jump, Hurdles, Javelin, Long Jump, Orienteering,
Racea Walking, Relays, Shot, Sprints and Triple Jump. To register
interest contact 0777 9992017 or email
oxon@youthalthletics.co.uk. Youth Athletics, which also
provides camps and bursaries, is a Community Interest
Company established in 2016 as a personal athletics
activation project and is self-funded by the Directors.

Trampoline inspiration
A great result from Rio ... our GB squad have inspired a nation
of budding young gymnasts. If your child is one of them, then
bring them down to our award winning club in Chipping
Norton. Please see www.higher-energy-trampolineclub.com
for times and prices or call 07891 419793.

Fiona Middleton

Monkey Dragon Karate news
Many congratulations
to Anushka and Ananya
(pictured) for their
recent 9th kyu grading.
Anyone wishing to try
out Karate is welcome,
Just contact chief
instructors Ben or
John at Monkey
Dragon School of
Karate, tel 07472
789346 or facebook:
Monkey Dragon
School of Karate.

CN Town Football Team
As reported last month the newly revived Chipping Norton
Town Football Club, currently playing at Enstone Sports
ground, has two teams in the Witney and District League. The
First XI kicked off the season in the Premier Division with a
3-0 win over Eynsham (Mark Corbett, Dan Bott x2) , followed
by a 5-3 win against Hailey (Seany Collins x2, Mark Dennis x2,
Andrew Helby). The Reserve team has been in action in
Division 2 losing their opening game 3-1 to a strong Tower
Hill team (Mikey Roberts Jnr) followed up with a hard fought
2-2  draw against Brize Norton on the 10th ( Rocky Burton,
Liam Busby ). Anyone interesting in playing or helping contact
Dominic_Rickard@QVC.com or call 07810 307213.

Dominic Rickard

Swifts ready for action
Chipping Norton Town Swifts footballers are back in full
swing with training as they prepare to enter the new season
with more teams than ever before. For season 2016/17,
Swifts will be represented in U7, U8, U9, U10, U12, U13 and
U16 leagues as the Club continues to go from strength to
strength. This season we will provide regular football for
over 120 children. We are always on the lookout for new
players in all age groups, and we are still looking for
enthusiastic coaches who fancy themselves as the next Pep
Guardiola!! For more information please visit our website
www.chippyswifts.co.uk or contact me on 07775 696837.

Martyn Walsh

Big wins for Chad Whites U15 
The Chadlington Whites U15 travelled to Milton-under-
Wychwood for their annual pre-season Friendly against
County Cup champions, The Wychwood Colts at the end of
August. Every player delivered an excellent performance
and the 5-1 score reflected great teamwork, passing,
movement and ball retention. Then for the first pre-season
Friendly home match, Launton were invited to the Chapel
ground on 1 September. The team delivered a solid
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performance with a robust defence, a dynamic midfield and
a sparkling strike force, the team commanded the match,
winning 10-1. Many thanks to the Referee, Mike, for running
the line and rousing spectator support at both matches.
Training remains focussed on keeping shape, positioning, ball
retention and distribution as well as getting to grips with a
larger football (size five) for Season 2016/17. 

Seymour Mincer

Pickleball comes to Town
Have you heard of Pickleball? Why not try the sessions now
running in Chipping Norton Leisure Centre. This racquet
sport, that is a cross between tennis, badminton and table
tennis using what looks like a giant golf ball, is sweeping the

nation and its UK heart is right here in Oxfordshire. Pickleball,
originally from the USA, took hold in the UK in Oxfordshire
and is now played across the country. It is a sociable game
usually played in doubles, not as energetic as tennis, very easy
to pick up and can be played by a person of any age and is very
popular with the over 60’s. It is great for fitness, co-ordination
and is also lots of fun! Rod Noble, Better Community Sports
Manager for West Oxfordshire, said, ‘The sessions are
intended to encourage individuals to come along and socialise
with other like-minded people who would like to be just a bit
more active whilst having fun. Pickleball is very popular here
in other parts of the country and especially Oxfordshire –
just bring yourself, a drink and a pair of trainers.’

Rupert Timpson, a regular Pickleballer, told the News,
‘Pickleball is a cross between tennis and badminton with
advantages over both of them. It’s played in a badminton court
but with a net half the height. The ball is the same size as

tennis but is hollow plastic with holes in it, so it slows in flight
and just asks to be hit. Also the handy, manageable racquet is
an enlarged table tennis bat. Compared to badminton (and
table tennis), pickleball offers the greater satisfaction of having
a sizeable ball to strike. The ball itself is more visible and easy
to track than the delicate shuttle.’ Pickleball retains the
pleasures of tennis. There are ground strokes to play, proper
backhands and forehands but volleying is so much easier. The
serve, a simple under-arm, has none of the difficulty of tennis.

The session is usually on Saturday afternoons at Chipping
Norton Leisure Centre from 1-3pm and is only £2.65 per
player. The first session is free and there are coaches to help
you learn the game. Visit www.better.org.uk for more
information or call the Leisure Centre on 644412 to check
the exact time of sessions.

American football triumph
On Sunday 11 September,
Chippy’s Grant Phillips Tebb
(pictured) helped Oxford
Saints beat Cambridgeshire
Cats 24-02 in the British
American Football League,
Southern Division 2 final in
the John Charles Stadium,
Leeds. This last game of the
season meant Saints had a
perfect season’s record of 13
wins and no defeats, winning
the overall Southern Division
2 Championship and
promotion to Division 1.

Andrew Phillips Tebb

Chipping Norton Cricket roundup
Sadly both Club League sides finished bottom of their
divisions this year, and will be relegated unless other teams
drop out and the leagues get restructured. There is also talk
of a merger of the Oxfordshire Leagues. Wet weather seemed
never far away on match days and games were lost to the
weather. There were two reasons both sides struggled, lack of
players available on match days and also poor batting.
Thankfully there has been a continued great team spirit.

Graham Beacham

In the Youth Division, after a long and often frustrating season,
on Friday 2 September, the Club held their last event of the
season – a fundraising Race Night and Trophy Presentations.
The event was well attended and the weather held with a
thoroughly enjoyable time being had by all. The award winners
were:
~ U7's James Williams, Daniel Wood and Freya Rose.
~ U9's Jess Cunningham, Aaron Wood and Nathan Boswell.
~ U11's, Alex Williamson, Jacob Rice and Jake Brown.
~ U13's, Laurie Husband who was awarded both best player
and best bowler, Kuba Kubaki and George Compton-Alway.
~ U15's Jack Stott, Will Walters, Finnian Truelove and Headley
Smart.
Well done to everyone and hopefully they will all maintain
indoor training through the off season in preparation for
2017. Thanks also have to go to the coaches, team managers,
bar staff, kitchen volunteers, umpires, scorers and everyone
that makes youth cricket possible in Chipping Norton. There
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are some changes being forced upon us for next year with
Angela Sivell youth committee member, Simon Smith,
Chairman and Pete Townsend Bar Manager retiring from the
club after long and dedicated service. This means new
members are needed in a variety of jobs if we are going to
maintain the growth that we have had over the last two years.

The Club held an Open Meeting on 23 September at the
clubhouse to discuss the way ahead next year. Then the
Club’s AGM will be held on Monday 5 December at 7.30pm
again at the clubhouse. If anyone has any questions or can
offer help in anyway please contact Sue, the Youth
Coordinator on 011295 721523 or bloxhamsue@aol.com

Sue Powell

Hooky’s Pony Club Champions
Regal Equestrian, a riding stable and equestrian centre based
near Hook Norton, is delighted that their team of four
riders Annabel Jenkins (age 12, Charlbury), Charlotte
Shevket (age 12, Newbold-on-Stour), Sophie Bickell (age 13,
Woodstock) and Megan Gibson (age 13, Morton-in Marsh)
won the Pony Club National Championships, Centre
Equitation with Megan coming 1st, Annabel 2nd, Charlotte 5th

and Sopie 10th out of 68 riders overall. The national event at
Cholmondley Castle in Cheshire early in September saw all
four riders, share two ponies, (Bandet, a Piebald Cob and
Charlie Bear a Bay New Forest pony.) and ride in both
dressage and show jumping disciplines. The team competed
against 17 other teams from across the nation and secured
a good win for Regal Equestrian. Fran Bird, the Centre’s
proprietor said, ‘What an amazing achievement to be

SPORTS NEWS

Steff Savage (Instructor – Regal Equestrian), Sophie Bickell,
Charlotte Shevket, Annabel Jenkins, Megan Gibson, Fran Bird

(Proprietor and Senior Instructor)

Stella Krajewski

Regal Equestrian will be hosting an Open Day and
Celebration Event (open to everyone) on Sunday 2
October at their yard near Hook Norton from 11am to
3pm for those who would like to see demonstrations of
dressage and jumping and perhaps enjoy a ‘taster’ session
where you can try riding for yourself. A BBQ and
refreshments will be available. To reserve a taster riding
session contact 684113. Everyone is very welcome attend.

crowned Pony Club Centre Champions and come home
with all the fantastic individual placings as well. I am so
incredibly proud of our team and how hard they have
worked to secure this win.’ 



the students to continue to enjoy their sports and maybe
represent the County or even England in the future. 

Head Boy & Head
Girl: Congratulations to
all the Sixth Form
students who applied for
these prestigious
positions in school. We
are pleased to announce
that our new Head Boy
and Girl are Will
Scantlebury and Ellie
Cornish. They will be assisted by Deputy Head Boy James
Matthews and Deputy Head Girl Rachelle Newman. 

CNPS News: We
are looking forward
to the upcoming
week of Family Focus
activities which will
be taking place from
Monday 17 to
Thursday 20 October.
Parents and children
in Years 4, 5 and 6
from partnership

schools are invited to take part in a variety of activities
including painting a great masterpiece in the Art department,
building a deadly medieval trebuchet in DT, learning new
computer skills in the ICT department and learning how to
carry out life-saving techniques with a St John First Aid trainer.
Booking forms can be collected from reception now.

Open Evenings: We warmly
invite prospective parents and
students to discover what our
inspiring learning environment
has to offer at the following
Open Evenings:

Thursday 6 October: Open
Evening for all Year 6 children
and parents. 5-7.30pm Please
join us for tours of the School
and presentations by the
Headteacher. 

Thursday 17 November: Sixth
Form Open Evening. 6pm start.

For more information please contact Chipping Norton
School 01608 642007 or visit our website
www.chippingnortonschool.co.uk

Chipping Norton School
GCSE Results: Chipping
Norton School Year 11
students enjoyed some great
GCSE successes. Over two
thirds of students (67%)
achieved the threshold in
english and mathematics (A*-
C grades) and across all
subjects 22% of grades were
A* and A. Please see page 3
for the full report.

Sports News:
At the start of
term our U12s
Boys played
Icknield School in
the final of the
Under 12
O x f o r d s h i r e
County League
competition on a
sunny afternoon
at Eynsham
Cricket Club.
After winning the toss and electing to field first, CNS
restricted the opposition to 213 from their 16 overs. With
cool heads CNS convincingly came out victorious finishing
their innings on 272. Captain Rowan Moss was very proud to
receive the trophy on behalf of the delighted group of boys. 

Six Nations trophy: On
Thursday 8 September
Chipping Norton School
was chosen as one of only
a handful of schools to
have the honour of hosting
the RBS Six Nations and
Triple Crown trophies,
freshly engraved with the

name of England – the most recent winners following their
Grand Slam earlier this year. 

Students were delighted to have the opportunity to learn
about the history of the trophy and have their photos taken

with their representative teams. Chipping Norton School has
an enviable reputation in the field of schools’ rugby, with the
U14 team progressing from local and regional finals to the
South of England State School Final this year. The presence of
these magnificent trophies at the School will hopefully inspire
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Chipping Norton School

OPEN EVENINGS
Thursday 6 October:  Year 6 

Thursday 17 November:  6th Form 

Call 01608 642007 or visit
www.chippingnortonschool.co.uk for

further information.



Holy Trinity Primary 
Welcome: We would like to extend a very warm welcome

to all the new families and children who have joined us here
at Holy Trinity. We would also like to welcome our new
teacher, Miss Ella Nolan who will be working in Reception
class. We are delighted that she has joined our warm and
friendly school. If you are interested in your child starting at
Holy Trinity in September 2017, please contact Cathy or
Maria in the School Office: 643487 to arrange a visit. We are
happy for you to meet our Headteacher, staff and children and
take a tour of our happy, thriving school.

Year 6 Residential: Good luck to our Year 6 children who
are going to Yenworthy in Devon on their residential. Look
out for their reports and photographs from their trip in the
next edition.

After School Clubs: We are delighted to offer so many
after school clubs. Children can enjoy a host of activities from
Coding Club, Gym Club, Art Club, Sport and our new Holy
Trinity Choir, conducted by Simon Gray from the County
Music Service.

Breakfast Club and H T Active: Our Breakfast Club and
After School Club are both continuing to be well attended
and provide wraparound care from 8am to 6pm on a daily
basis, during term time.

PTA: We would like to thank our PTA for all their hard work
and support they have given to our school over the last year.
At the AGM in July, Marsha Rickard was re-elected as Chair.
We will be holding our welcome disco for the whole school
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on Friday 23 September. This is a wonderful opportunity for
our new parents and children to have a great evening.

Back by popular demand, the PTA will be hosting a
brilliant night of live music (The Fuss) at the Town Hall on
Friday 14 October. Everyone is welcome. Tickets are available
from the School Office or Jaffé & Neale. Tickets are £7.50 in
advance, or £8.50 on the door and include a glass of fizz. We
sold out last year, so don’t miss out!

We are looking forward to another happy and successful year
at Holy Trinity.

St Mary’s Primary 
New Foundation: We are delighted to welcome our new

children into Hazel and Apple Class. During our visits to their
previous settings and at our picnic at the end of the holiday,

we have been able to get to know each other really quickly.
The children have settled happily, enjoying both our inside and
outside areas of learning. We are looking forward to the many
adventures which we will be having this year!

Headteacher Mrs Stallwood-Barnes writes: A warm
welcome back to all our children, families, staff, Governors
and members of the community. I would like to wish current
Year 7 children in our community a successful future on their
continued learning journey. We were particularly proud of our
Year 6 leavers who collectively performed above both
Oxfordshire and National averages in their final SATs. This
group was the first to sit the new and more challenging SATs
and should be proud of this achievement and of their own
aspirations to aim high. This year we are looking forward to
being involved in a local history project and will be extending
our holiday sports schemes after the high success of the
recent summer scheme.

Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations: The children in the
Foundation stage were very excited to receive a card and a
letter from the Queen’s lady in waiting, thanking them for
their birthday card and birthday wishes. The card arrived on
the last day of term, so we were able to read it in assembly
and share it with the rest of the School.
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New teacher ~ Miriam Elwyn:
I am very much looking forward to
becoming part of your school
community. Previous to my PGCE,
I worked as a Teaching Assistant for
two years. At my previous school I
taught Dance and I am looking
forward to being involved in the
performing arts at St Mary's. 

New teacher ~ Gary Thorne: If we
could go back in time and ask anyone
of the children in my primary class
what I would have been when I ‘grow
up’, they would have all said ‘PE
Teacher’. My love for sport started
from an incredibly young age and is still
with me now. I feel like I can really
influence the children I am working
with at St Mary’s in a positive way
through sport and exercise. For the

past 10 years I have worked with children of all ages, whether
it be a coaching academy, fitness classes, personal training or
your everyday PE. Children are honest and straight to the
point, which leaves you knowing exactly where you stand, a
platform on which to develop strong working relationships.
Since joining the School last summer, I have loved every
minute and am looking forward to another year here with the
children. The School is going from strength to strength with
the healthy approach to sport and participation. Long may it
continue.

The Friends: We
are happy to
announce that the
TSB, Chipping
Norton Branch,
have chosen us as
their local charity
and will be fund -
raising throughout
the school year to
support the
School.

Middle Barton Primary 
The new school year has got off to a wonderful start. We have
welcomed 17 new children into Acorn Class and five new

families into the rest of the School.  We have also welcomed
our new PSA (Parent Support Assistant), Mrs Becky Bishop. 

On 7 September Mrs Tailby, led the annual Vision and
Curriculum evening, followed by talks from the individual
teachers about routines and curriculum. It was an ideal
opportunity to share the ideas and aspirations for the whole
school for the year ahead and it was lovely to see the evening
so well attended.

This year once again we are able to provide a wide range
of fun and interesting clubs for the children, including eco club,
recorders, choir, gymnastics, multi-skills, football, board games,
Spanish, School Council, booster and chess. 

Our new Y6 Pupil Leadership Team, including Head Girl
and Head Boy, will soon be elected. Mr Duffy from CNS, the
Head Girl and Boy from CNS, our Chair of Governors, Mrs
Balfe and Mrs Tailby will form part of the decision/interview
panel. The children will be presenting to the whole school in
an important assembly on Monday 10 October as to why they
would make a strong and capable member of the PLT!

Chadlington Primary 
SATs Results: Our Year 6 pupils have achieved brilliant SATs
results this year. This is the first year of testing to the new
standard within the new curriculum and our pupils achieved
92% in Maths compared to an average of 70% across the
country; 83% in Reading (national average 66%); 92% in
Writing (NA 74%); 83% in Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
(NA 72%). The School is extremely proud of their results. 

Whole School Topic: The beginning of the academic year
finds us, once again, at capacity as a school and we are looking
forward to getting to know our new Pixies in the Reception
class. The whole school topic this term is 'We are
Conservationists' and we will be learning about our
immediate local environment such as the Wychwood Forest
and aiming to walk (between the year groups) the whole of
the 37 mile length of the Wychwood Way as well as
celebrating the National Trust. The Dragons class is visiting the
Lake District early in the Autumn term and will be finding out
about Beatrix Potter and her contribution to the
conservation of the area through the National Trust. 
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Kingham Primary 
Time has flown! School holidays seem a distant memory and
lots of learning has taken place across the whole school in the
short time we’ve been back.

In September we
welcomed our new
Reception children; a
number of new
children in other year
groups, many of
whom are new
families to school, and
a new Year 3 teacher:
Miss J Ralf.

Kingham Primary
School also
welcomed a new
Headteacher: Ms
Bretta Townend-

Jowitt (previously deputy Headteacher at St David’s Primary
School, Moreton in Marsh and Mapplewell Primary School)
following the retirement of Mrs Janet Kempton. 

During this term, Kingham has many activities already
planned. These include: events with the Chipping Norton
Partnership Schools; sporting events; and parents’ workshops
and meetings. See our website for further details.

Our Reception class is undertaking work all around the
topic ‘Ourselves’; Years 1 and 2 are looking at the historical
event: The Great Fire of London; Years 3 and 4 The Romans
and Years 5 and 6 WWI and WWII. Lots of exciting visits,
visitors and events have taken place and are booked to

immerse the pupils in the topics and spark their imagination
and love of learning!

Acorns Primary 
Acorns Governor Long Service Award: I would like to
thank our Chair of Resources Committee and former Chair
of Governors at
Acorns Primary
School, Jackie
Brown, for her
twenty years of
service as a
Governor. As
Chair, Jackie
was instru-
mental in
keeping Acorns
Primary School open for many years, with her tireless
dedication and passion for the success of a village school in
Long Compton. She played a significant part in the Federation
between Acorns and Shipston Primary, and more recently, our
conversion to a multi-academy trust. Jackie is a great support
to staff – we couldn’t ask more of a governor and we are all
grateful that she continues to be so proactive in ensuring
success in our ever-growing school.

Nursery news: I am delighted to announce that I have finally
secured funding for a new Nursery building at Acorns Primary
School in Long Compton. This will most likely happen next
summer holidays (2017). The staff are delighted and will be fully
involved in the design and layout of the building to optimise
learning for our Nursery and Reception children. Further
details will be published early in the new academic year.

The Town Nursery
This term The Town Nursery celebrates 30 years as Chipping
Norton’s first Nursery School and Day Care centre for
children from 0 to 4 years. Anthea Kentish and Judith Hulme
established the nursery in 1986 when their youngest children
were still at home. They are now grandparents themselves and
have seen many children, and children of children, go through
their doors. The nursery follows the Reggio principle that all
children are competent learners and staff are committed to
allowing the creativity and imagination of the children to
determine activities and projects. During August the whole
nursery participated in an Olympic opening ceremony where
their field was put to good use for races and events organised
by the children. The field is a very important asset providing
space to run and play. It now has an outdoor classroom and
the wooded area with its trees and bushes provides places to
hide, explore and engage in messy mud-kitchen play. All the
children participate in planting up the vegetable and flower
beds and enjoy eating the produce such as raspberries,
blackcurrants and apples. The Nursery also makes off-site
visits and this term the older children are exploring the
‘Gruffalo Woods’ – entrance opposite Aldi – where they will
have adventures following the progress of Autumn. As is
customary their visits will later be reflected on and recorded
using discussions, models, drawings and paintings.

Although mostly full the Nursery School has some 3-4
year places available. All children of this age will receive
Government funding. Contact Judith or Anthea on 645646.

K J Millard Ltd

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!

All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.

Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

New Head Ms Bretta Townend-Jowitt
pictured in front of the School
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Sibford School
Fantastic Results
for Sibford
Students: 2016
saw Sibford School
Sixth Formers
achieving some
fantastic A Level
results across a
broad range of
subjects. Students
achieved the
highest A*-A grades
across nine
subjects. Meanwhile, nearly half of results were in the top
band, A*-B, with particularly strong performances in Maths,
Further Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, History and
Psychology. Cate Mallalieu-Needle, Head of Sibford Sixth
Form, said, ‘The overall results reflect some significant
personal achievements and I am absolutely delighted.’

Highest academic standards were achieved by James
Cook, who gained two A*s; twins Alex and Daniel Bullard-

James, who achieved A*AB and ABB respectively; Laura Grant
and Millie Stewart, who also achieved ABB; and Rosie Weston,
who achieved AAC.

The School also recorded some outstanding results at
GCSE Level. In science subjects, 100% of pupils taking Biology
and Physics gained A*-C grades, and 94% of those taking
Chemistry achieving A*-C. There were also excellent results
in the core subject of Mathematics, with 90% of students
achieving A* to C grades. In all, top A* and A GCSE grades
were spread across a total of 19 different subjects. 

Kingham Hill School 
Record breaking exam results: Pupils had cause for
celebration last month, achieving an impressive collection of A
level and GCSE results.

45% of A level pupils were awarded A* to A grades, 65.4%
achieving A* to Bs, and 85% in the A* to C bracket, a school
record.

STEM subjects,
Mathematics and Further
Mathematics saw 82% A*-A
grades in Mathematics and
100% A*-A in Further
Mathematics.

Wonderful individual
achievements included Claire
Gu, who received four A* and
an A, and will be going to
Imperial College London to
study Mathematics.

GCSE pupils achieved a
set of wonderful results with
36% receiving A*-A. The smiles
continued for pupils as they
gained a school best of 63%
A*-B grades and 84% A*-C.

A number of pupils gained impressive grades with Amy
Liao achieving 6 A*s and 4 As and George Morris receiving
3A*s, 5As and 1B.

Headmaster, Nick Seward, commented, ‘I'm thrilled to see
so many of our pupils achieving above expectations, and
delivering such a fine set of results. Alongside those achieving
strings of A*s and As, many pupils in this year group have faced
big academic challenges, and I know they will now feel the
hard work was worth it, with well-deserved success to
celebrate.’

Twins Alex and Daniel Bullard-James
celebrate their A level results

Celebrating exam results in
the School Library

Saturday 15 October

BARN DANCE
CN Town Hall

with live music and caller 
7.30 – 11.30pm

tkts £20 (inc supper) from

Jaffé & Neale + cash bar

See article p6 for details
Proceeds to Friends of St Mary's Church, CN
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Dean Pit nostalgia
Your headline in the September Chipping Norton News – Loads

of Rubbish reminded me of my visit to Dean Pit, the day
before it closed. Probably they'd never seen such crowds. I
took a spare wheel someone had left on Hailey Avenue,
months before. ‘That will be £2.50’ – but no money with me!
Returned to Chippy – back to Dean – and back to Chippy.
Twelve miles plus, in all. Worth every penny!

Gerald Forse

After a 25 mile round trip to Alkerton to dispose of garden
waste I wonder if, now that David Cameron is no longer
Prime Minister, there is a chance that Dean tip may reopen. 

David Hicks

CN Festival success
What a great day ... even with the soggy start!! Once again
everyone joined in to celebrate our great town and of course
The Queen's Birthday. People were very generous with
£4,000 being raised for local Charities and Organisations.
These include: C/N Museum, C/N Football Club, Shuttle Bus,
Highlands, Holy Trinity Young Entrepreneurs, Lido, Stroke
Club, British Legion, Scouts, Rotary Foundation. There will be
a presentation of the cheques at a Rotary event to be
confirmed during the Autumn. Rotary Club of Chipping
Norton are hoping to increase support for the Festival ready
for next year and are eager for anyone interested in joining
the organising Committee to contact them. Next year's
Festival will be on Sunday 25 June 2017 – Come and be part
of it and make it another great day. Contact Martin Jarratt
642723 or e-mail chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com

Joyce Taylor, CN Festival Committee

Upkeep of our footpaths
I have read Michael Goscombe’s letter (News July) regarding
the state of roadside footways and am responding to his
musing as to who is responsible for maintaining and
signposting field paths and bridleways. This is the responsibility
of Oxfordshire County Council with a small team dedicated
to carrying out this work. There is a similar system to the web
based ‘Fix my Street’ for road potholes etc. For footpaths this
can be found at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-
site/public-rights-way and it is there for the public to report
any issues. Chipping Norton and other parishes within The
Cotswolds AONB have the added advantage of a volunteer
Parish Warden. It is the Parish Warden’s responsibility to
regularly walk all the footpaths and bridleways within their
allocated parish and seek to resolve any issues found. They
can either do this themselves (if appropriate) or advise OCC
who, depending on the problem, will either refer it to the

landowner, the Cotswold Warden Work Parties or, if required,
undertake the repair themselves. If anyone is interested in
becoming a Parish Warden for the Cotswold AONB, there are
vacancies in some nearby parishes. You will get training and
support for this role. Please contact me on
mburden@btinternet.com if you would like to know more.

Margaret Burden

Remembrance services and wreaths
We will be holding our Annual Remembrance Day Parade
and Service on Sunday 13 November 2016. The Service in St
Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton, will start at 10.45am.
Anyone requiring a Wreath please contact Steve Kingsford
on 01295 780558. On Friday 11 November  we will be
holding a Two Minutes Silence at the Town War Memorial in
London Road at 11am,. Anyone wishing to take part please
be at the War Memorial by 10.50am. On Tuesday 15
November, the Branch and Club will be holding its Annual
General Meeting at the Crown & Cushion Hotel, Chipping
Norton at 8pm, all welcome. 

Michael Dixon, Secretary Royal British Legion,
Chipping Norton Branch

Olympic Legacy for Chippy?
Following on from the marvellous Olympic Games and
Paralympics in Rio, the question of Olympic Legacy is again
raised. With these being away games and budgets being cut I
fear there will be no major new stadiums and facilities built in
the UK to help sustain a legacy. However with Team GB medal
success I think that we would all hope that young and old will
wish to take part in more sport. As we enter Autumn there is
a range of sports to suit every taste – please see reports on
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the sports pages (20-22). It would be nice to see someone
from Chippy make the next Olympics! Come on Chippy.

Graham Beacham

Massages for Cancer Research
By October I will be three quarters of the way through my
P r o f e s s i o n a l
Diploma in
Holistic Massage.
Having given well
over my required
minimum 40
hours practice
(and more) for
free by July, my
clients were

starting to want to pay, but I have decided
to use this opportunity to raise some
money for Cancer Research. Until I am
qualified in December I don't want
payment myself. If I can raise £500 (or
more) by December, in giving massages – I
will cut all my long hair off from nape of
neck, and donate it to provide real-hair
wigs to the charity 'Little Princesses' for
children who have lost their own hair
through Cancer treatment. The 9

December cut off date is my last course weekend, and my
course colleagues have agreed to cut my long ponytail off for
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me! I'm asking for a £25 (or more) donation to my fundraiser
for every 1 hour Holistic Massage given. All money goes to
Cancer Research. If you have already had a free massage from
me and would like to donate still, please give whatever you
think my massage was worth, within what you can afford.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stbranchingout 

I've lived in Chippy over 18 years, mainly working with
adults with learning disabilities, but wanted a change of
direction. A few friends had said I was good at giving
massages! I’m studying with Bristol College of Massage and
Bodywork at their Worcester centre. If you'd like to read
more about my course and some great client feedback see
http://branchingoutmassage.webs.com and if you visit
https://www.facebook.com/branchingoutmassagefundraiser/
you can give direct feedback. 

Many thanks, I look forward to meeting new clients soon! 
Sarah Turner

Cancer Research – Auction postponed
The Auction of Promises heralded last month and planned for
11 November, in support of Cancer Research UK, has
unfortunately had to be postponed due to circumstances
outside our control. The organisers anticipate being able to
give updated details very soon so please look out for publicity
next month. For details about this, our activities and
opportunities for volunteers please phone me on 645134.

Graham Raven, North Cotswolds Fundraisers CR UK

Screen appeal
Does anyone have a screen which they would be willing to
lend or give to Henry Cornish Care Centre so that the
residents could watch films during the winter months? If so
please get in touch with me on 01608 642364.

Karen Berwick
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Shuttle Bus gathers speed!
The Rotary Good Neighbour Shuttle Bus is gradually starting
to take more passengers aboard as word gets around about
frankly how darned
good it is. It takes
people to the
hospital, Health
Centre and shops
sixteen times each
weekday between
9 and 5. More and
more pensioners
who normally pay
an £8 taxi fare or
more now step on
to the bus to get
them to the doctor or shops for free simply by using their bus
passes. The route changed slightly on 1 September and now
turns around at Southerndown Care Home instead of Owen
Mumford, improving the service for Worcester Road
residents. This bus is a blessing to the community and the envy
of many towns around, with others having taken the idea and
started their own, such as in Middle Barton recently.

Fundraising concert planned
When Gordon Brown was getting ready to launch the service
he asked the Town Council for help paying for the community
bus but at the time funds weren't available, so support came

DIARY

Time to take the Shuttle Bus

LOCAL NEWS

instead from the Town's businesses and the Rotary Club, who
will support the bus service in presenting a fundraising sing-a-
long Autumn Concert on 29 October with, among others,

brilliant musician Steve Brown who went to Chippy
School. Plus, of course, the bus will be out bringing folk
to the venue. It should be an amazing event with songs,
poetry and acts helping to unite the community.
Gordon hopes that lots of people will come along to
the concert to show their support and appreciation to
the volunteer drivers who give so generously of their
time to keep the service going.

More drivers still needed
Gordon said, ‘We are still after
a driver for the Friday
afternoon slot so if anyone is
available please get in touch.’
Full training is given, of course,
and by all accounts the bus is
quite easy to drive. In the
meantime, to show our

support, the Chippy News team hopped aboard to experience
the ride and as you can see fellow team member and driver
Chris Hogan was counting us all in outside the Health Centre
on a beautiful September afternoon. What a picture!

Gordon’s contact details for any aspiring bus drivers are
gordon.brown333@btinternet.com or 07887 735011 and
copies of the Shuttlebus timetable can be picked up from the
WODC office in the Guildhall.

The News Team enjoyed a jaunt on the
new Shuttle Bus

October (News out on Monday 26 September)

1st Flu Clinic at the Health Centre 8.30-11.30am see p15
TownCemetery Clear Up Day meet 10am 
Sunshine Cat Rescue Jumble Sale 11.30am-1.30pm
Milton-u-Wychwood Village Hall

2nd Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p21
3rd WaterBlitz with Wildoxfordshire - see p12

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Alan Simpson - Exploring

your roots - see p22 

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 St Mary’s Parish

Rooms see p21

6th Over 60’s Information Day 10am-2pm Town Hall see p4

8th Flu Clinic at the Health Centre 8.30-11.30am see p15

Eye in the Sky in Churchill 7.30 details p8
10th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall Liz Woolley -

Beer, Sausages & Marmalade
Folk Club 8pm at the Chequers - see p22

12th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Helen &

Douglas House

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall see p21

O N Youth Club 6pm planning meeting - see p4 for details
13th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall see p22

14th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

15th Flu Clinic at the Health Centre 8.30-11.30am see p15

15th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

Post Office Dance-a-thon for LHNT 4-10.30pm - see p11

Barn Dance Friends of St Mary’s Church 7.30 Town Hall

details p6

16th Apple Day noon-3pm Community Orchard see p16
17th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rms - see p23

CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p22
19th Horticultural Association 7.30 Methodist Hall John

Cornwall - illustrated talk on Fungi
20th WITNEY CONSTITUENCY BY ELECTION

Over Norton WI see p25
21st Electric Blanket Testing - see p8
22nd Bryncoch Male Voice Choir Concert 7pm Town Hall see

advert p34

27th CN Flower Club 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p21

29th CN Methodist Church Christmas Bazaar 10.30-12

stalls, 12-1 lunches

Shuttle Bus Autumn Concert - see article above

November (News out on Monday 31 October)

1st Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p24
2nd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Mark Wilkins - My Flying

Career - see p22 
N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 St Mary’s Parish
Rooms see p21

Quaker Meeting 7.30-8.30pm Lower Town Hall

6th Ramblers Meet 2pm New St Car Park - details p21


