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Future of Horton and maternity units

With crisis and funding issues hitting the NHS and Social Care,
Chipping Norton is being urged to ‘wake up’.  (See Page 2 and
Letters). In January a new Big Consultation started about
changes to Oxfordshire’s health services. First is a proposed
major shake up at the Horton, including all its maternity services.
The future of  Chippy’s own Cotswold Birth Centre is also on
the table – but our Midwives stress it’s ‘business as usual’.

What next for Community Hospitals?

The NHS says more of the County’s smaller community
hospitals could close – in favour of fewer larger units.  Local
demands to reinstate Chippy’s NHS-run ‘community hospital
beds’ could be a big challenge. Consultation on this, together
with GP and A&E services has been delayed until  June – angering
local campaigners and our MP.

MP wants proper Chippy meeting

There’s an official NHS Town Hall meeting on 2 February (see
page 2), but dissatisfaction with the rushed and limited
consultation process has provoked our MP Robert Courts to
organise his own public meeting in Chipping Norton as soon as
possible, to ensure we get a proper say.  

Wake up call

In this issue: 
• Local Plan and 1400 new homes – Town Council responds

• Plans for Foodstore on Parker Knoll site

• Another Council Tax rise and £30 green bin charge

• The News interviews our new MP Robert Courts

• Winter Warmer food ideas

• New Year Resolutions

Plus the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools
& bumper Letters section

More issues for Chippy’s NHS users
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NHS – big changes revealed
After several months of planning behind closed doors, the
NHS is now revealing proposed big changes in Oxfordshire

before 2020 to help close a £200 million funding gap and with
a growing and aging population. After accusations of secrecy,
the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group – which pays
for most of our health services – finally published just before
Christmas their Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STP) –
which covers Oxfordshire, Berks and Bucks. Oxfordshire
health chiefs  formally set out in early January, in a public
consultation, some of what the STP might practically mean for
local services. Everyone in Chipping Norton should start
taking note of this as it could mean some big changes that
affect us locally and where we go for specialist help.

Horton and maternity changes 
A first set of consultations starts in January with local public
meetings including in Chipping Norton on 2 February (see
box) and will discuss changes to important acute services at
the Horton. These affect urgent critical care, obstetrics &
maternity, and stroke services. Maternity has already been
temporarily changed to a midwife-led unit and a permanent
change is now proposed. One item sure to get Chippy
attention is a possible future option to close the birth unit in
Chipping Norton. This could be looked at in a consultation
later in 2017. But ante-natal, post natal and community
maternity services locally would not be affected. Midwives in
Chippy told the News, that if there were any changes, they
would not be for at least a year and it was full ‘business as
usual’, to welcome mothers-to-be to Chipping Norton. 

Overall reduction in numbers of acute hospital beds is
also proposed, as the NHS tries to shift care to places they
say are ‘nearer to home’. The JR wants to shift many
outpatient and diagnostic appointments to Banbury, which
could help Chippy residents. In a letter to the Oxford Times,
Chippy’s Peta Simmons, who volunteers with patient
transport, tells tales of woe trying to get anywhere near the
JR at busy times. But what does everyone think about these
changes? 

Community Hospitals – debate later
Chipping Norton residents are particularly interested in
what will happen to community hospitals, GP services, A&E
and local emergency care such as first aid. Campaigners and
councillors in Chippy want a return of ‘full sub-acute
specification’ community hospital beds, run by NHS nurses,
at the London Road site. But, much to their frustration, it
looks like this will have to wait for a second phase of
consultation, perhaps in May or June after local elections.
But the signs are not good, because outline proposals
suggest that even more of the County’s smaller community
hospitals  may close in favour of four larger and more

efficient units. All this will have MPs and patient groups in
places in Chipping Norton, Bicester, Wantage, Abingdon and
Wallingford worried. The public may be given a voice but
perhaps not much choice! 

MP plans full local meeting
Our own local councillors and MP want a full proper public
meeting, with plenty of notice, on how all this might affect
Chipping Norton. MP Robert Courts told the News, ‘I am
disappointed that the consultation meeting in Chipping
Norton is proposed for 2 February on a weekday afternoon,
when people are unlikely to be able to attend. Further, I
understand places are limited, and there is clearly insufficient
notice. I have already made clear, repeatedly and in the
strongest terms, that the split consultation is something that
I do not agree with. It is going to lead to confusion and will
not allow residents of West Oxfordshire to understand, in the
round, what is proposed for their services. This attempt at
consultation is not adequate when the future of our
maternity services, both at the Horton and in Chipping
Norton, are obviously affected. I am determined to ensure
that the residents of Chipping Norton are properly informed
of proposed changes, and that their views are heard. If the
CCG will not consult in a full and frank manner with
residents, then I will do so myself. I am inviting a
representative of OCCG and OUHFT maternity services to
attend a properly advertised meeting in Chipping Norton, at
a time when every resident can do so and will advertise the
arrangements widely.’ The News will aim to keep readers up
to date. More on Letters p34.

Oxfordshire – Consultation on
Acute Hospital Services

Chipping Norton Town Hall
2 February 2-4pm

A  first phase of consultation on  changes to county-
wide healthcare services – specifically acute hospital
services (eg: the Horton, JR, Churchill etc). Including

• changing use of acute hospital beds and
bringing care closer to home 

• planned tests and treatments at the Horton
• acute stroke services in Oxfordshire
• critical care at the Horton for serious injuries
• maternity, Special Care Baby Unit (SCBU) and

emergency gynaecology in North Oxfordshire. 

A chance to talk to clinicians and senior NHS leaders

Similar meetings will be at Oxford  (Thursday 9 Feb
7-9pm), Witney (Thursday 16 Feb  6-8pm),

Banbury (Thursday 16 March 7-9pm). 

All places will be limited so please book to attend.

Call 01865 334638 or email
cscsu.talkinghealth@nhs.net 

More info at your GP surgery or visit
www.oxonhealthcaretransformation.nhs.uk                     
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New store at Parker Knoll site
Plans are now public to redevelop the former Parker Knoll
site, vacant since the factory closed in 2003. After a pre-
Christmas exhibition, a planning application has been

submitted for four commercial units: one would be for a food
store, two for retail or financial/professional use and a fourth
for either of those or a restaurant, café, or hot food take-away.
Simons Development, which is fronting the scheme, says the
food store would be a Marks & Spencer foodhall selling mainly
own brand foods and is likely to include a café. But any
permission would simply be for retail use, not for a specific
named retailer. The total trading area of all the units would be
1,378 sq m of which 678 sq m would be the foodhall. This
compares with Aldi at 1,006 sq m of net sales area and the Co-
op at 2,529 sq m. The application asserts that 15% of existing
town centre trade would likely be diverted to the new
foodstore, equivalent to just under £1m annually. It is claimed
that with 102 ‘commercial units’ (of which 54 are shops) and
only 5 vacant units, our High Street is a ‘strong centre’ and ‘any
modest trade diversion from existing town centre stores is
highly unlikely to have any material impact on the centre.’ In
2012 WODC refused permission for a 4,900 sq m Sainsbury’s
food store on the site. Since that time, the emerging Local Plan
has allocated land on both sides of London Road for 1,400
homes, employment land, and a new neighbourhood centre to
meet local need. The Town Council discussed the new store
plan in January but want to wait for public input to the
consultation before sending a formal response.

… And more homes for older people

McCarthy & Stone, developers of homes for older people,
who already have two developments in Chipping Norton, are
looking to add a third. The company has applied for planning
permission to build 59 Assisted Living apartments, eight
bungalows and six houses on the empty Parker Knoll site,
behind the location of the proposed shops (see above). The
company says the self-contained flats would be specifically
designed for older people, linked by heated, level corridors
from a secure entrance. Communal facilities would include a

Lively Chippy Christmas
Christmas came and
went – and well done
to all those who helped
make Chipping Norton
a festive place to visit
and live. It may seem a
long way back but the
Christmas in Chippy
day back on 2
December was a
terrific start to the
season’s celebrations: a
fine Christmas market
with 60 stalls, all the
clubs and charities on
display, kids’ rides, the

snow bubble, Town Hall light display, amazing lanterns, choirs,
and more. Well done to the Christmas in Chippy team for all
their hard work to give everyone in Town a seasonable boost
of cheer. Members of Experience Chipping Norton, the Town

Council, business people, and local residents all joined in to help
and lead the efforts. Well done also to all the volunteers and
workers who helped with putting up (and taking down!) the
Town’s Christmas trees and lights. Other great efforts included
the Christmas Tree Festival in the Methodist Church, shop
window displays, a community lunch on Christmas Eve and
more. Oh, and the Heythrop Hunt was still with us on Boxing
Day – with several hundred spectators for this traditional
display of a country ritual. All seemed to pass peacefully and
enjoyably, with presumably not much sign of foxes.

Lovely Christmas lunch
On Christmas Eve, local people enjoyed a community lunch
(at only £1 per person) in the Town Hall – organised by local
Chippy friends Alison Butler and Vanessa Porter.  Alison told
the News, ‘We had a lovely time and hope that everyone who
attended did also! We had about 50-60 people including
volunteers and some carol singers. It was lovely to meet new
people and there was a great atmosphere.’ She was
particularly grateful to two anonymous donors one of whom
paid for the hire of the Hall adding, ‘we were very touched by
people's generosity and kindness’. Thanks also go to Jaffé &
Neale and The Old Mill for selling tickets, Chipping Norton
Health Centre, all the volunteers, and for donations including
a  beautiful cake and a hamper… and of course well done to
Alison and Vanessa! 

LOCAL NEWS

Planned view from Trinity Road
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dialects from sunrise over the island of Samoa to sunset off
the coast of American Samoa! Do join everyone at the
Methodist Church on Friday 3 March at 10am and again at
7pm.

A welcome at the Premier Inn
Chipping Norton saw its largest town hotel, the 72 room
Premier Inn, open for business just before Christmas. Owners
Whitbread have developed the old Spring Street site
overlooking Castle Mound, adding a large car park for guests
and landscaping the land. The hotel aims to create 20 new full-
and part-time jobs and bring many overnight visitors to the
Town. The new Inn builds on two other recent, successful
Cotswolds openings – in Witney and Cirencester. News team
members went to visit the Inn and met new manager James
Preece, who started up the Witney Inn which is now running
close to capacity. James said one major target for trade is B&B
accommodation for local weddings and festivals – with large
groups already filling up weekends in June, July, and August.
Events such as Feastival and Cheltenham Races are firmly on
his booking calendar. Although the Inn opened only in
December, some Chipping Norton locals put their visiting
relatives up there over Christmas and James was delighted to
take his first booking for next year’s Christmas Day. 

The Chipping Norton Premier Inn publicity emphasizes
their ‘high quality spacious accommodation for the reasonable
budget offer’. A 66-place integrated bar and restaurant caters
mainly for breakfasts but also offers bar meals in the evening
– all open to the public. However, this is not the full blown
separate Beefeater or Brewer’s Fayre facilities often seen at
other Premier Inns. Whitbread expect their guests to try out
the variety of places in Chippy to eat and drink. The large car
park is for hotel guests but can be used for pay and display
during the day by shoppers and day trippers (a reasonable £1
for two hours to avoid touring the full car parks). After a quiet
pre-Christmas opening, James needs people to fill a range of
jobs as business grows (see Premier Inn jobs website). His
core team started in December and assistant manager Helen
Peak and colleagues met many people in town at the
Christmas in Chippy event where they had a stall and were
fundraising for Great Ormond Street Hospital – collecting
over £1,000 in the first week.

The site is awaiting some finishing touches such as some
more trees to be planted in good weather. Important road
signage, a condition of planning permission, was still awaiting
erection, particularly to stop drivers turning right out of the
car park and ending up stuck along Spring Street. And
contractors still need to return the nearby pavements to
good order after months of heavy trucks rolling by. 

laundry, a restaurant, a coffee lounge, a well-being suite, a
function room, refuse room and a guest bedroom. Aimed at
the ‘frail elderly’, day to day assistance and domiciliary care
would be available to purchase in care packages to suit
residents’ needs as they change over time. The development
would generate 15 full-time equivalent jobs.

High St Award finalists
After great efforts by Experience Chipping Norton and the
High Street awards campaign team, Chipping Norton was

crowned runner-up again in the Small Market Town category
of the 2016 national competition which attracted more than
900 entries. The awards evening at Lancaster House in
London saw Chippy receive great praise. Our new MP Robert
Courts was there, telling the News he was delighted about
Chipping Norton’s High Street efforts. He said the judges’
comments about Chippy were extremely complimentary –
even more so than of winners Hebden Bridge. Chipping
Norton was praised by judges as the UK’s ‘frontrunner’ in the
digitalisation of the high street. ECN Chairman Shaun Fagan
said, ‘It’s a fantastic springboard to the launch of free town
centre Wi-Fi and exciting new digital marketing tools for
participating local businesses, both scheduled for 2017.’ 

The final decision hung on the number of members of the
public who (repeatedly) had to sign in online and vote for
their town. Entering these kinds of awards is part of the
positive efforts by ECN and others in the Town to keep
Chippy firmly on the map as a place to come to. In spite of
being pipped for first place, making a big show in the final after
beating off scores of others was another great achievement.
Chippy contestant and Tea Set employee, Imogen Haverty,
narrowly missed out on the Under 25 Employee of the Year
Award, despite winning the most votes in her category. Tea
Set owner Vicky Wills said, ‘We’re so proud of the fact she
reached these prestigious national finals, and was the
youngest GB High St contestant this year. She’s a great asset
to our business and our customers love her!’ The double
recognition of Imogen and ECN marks a rewarding end to the
year for Chippy’s ‘High Street’.

Women’s World Day of Prayer
On Friday 3 March Chipping Norton will be holding one of
over 5,000 services being organised in the British Isles on the
theme ‘Am I Being Unfair to You?’ This year the service has
been written by the women of the Philippines and will be
used throughout the world in 1,000 different languages and

Shaun Fagan and Guy Wall of the ECN Team at the Lancaster
House awards ceremony



what is now called the 'knowledge spine' which is difficult to
access from Chipping Norton

~ Narrow and congested roads – including the main A44/A361
at Horsefair (the worst pollution in Oxfordshire ignored for
many years by OCC and WODC)

~ The best long term solution to Horsefair are the road
improvements needed around the Rollright Stones, which have
been discarded due to cost – now budgeted at £18 million by

OCC's consultants. The cost of the Eastern
Relief road has not yet been tabled but has
to be close to this figure

~ The traffic figures being used from the
survey carried out by WYG are erroneous 

~  We dispute the figures given to us by OCC
and others which show that only 30% of the
HGVs that transit through Horsefair use the
A361 towards Burford and a massive 70%
use the A44 east and west towards
Oxford/Moreton-in-Marsh/Evesham and the
A361 north to Banbury. We have been
advised by independent traffic consultants
that the figures are probably nearer to 15%
and 85% respectively. We therefore consider
the Eastern Relief Road to be ill-advised

~   An independent expert has recently been
shown our traffic problem and …… agrees
with the Town Council that a one way system
using Albion Street and the High Street
would go a long way to deter HGV's /
improve the air quality / ease congestion and

add a few badly needed parking spaces. This could be achieved
comparatively quickly and at a much lower cost than building
either road

~ On parking according to WODC's figures, this town is on average
at 110% capacity when it comes to public car parks and on-
street parking, a second storey on New Street car park would
help alleviate … but not completely resolve the problem.’

Plan awaits Inspector’s decisions
The Consultation is now closed, but in January, the Town
Council met with County and District representatives to
continue discussion on many of these issues. Meanwhile, all
responses to the Draft Local Plan are being checked and
logged at WODC and will be submitted to the Inspector, who
will consider them at the Examination into the Local Plan
when it resumes in the Spring. But we will not know until
later in the year whether the Inspector agrees with WODC
that Chippy should grow in size by fifty per cent.
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Controversial changes to Local Plan
Consultation on the proposed Modifications to the Local Plan
closed at Christmas. The changes were expected to be
controversial after WODC were asked by a Government
Inspector to allocate land for many more homes than
originally proposed, resulting in extra allocations at Witney,
Carterton, Woodstock as well as 1,400 homes east of Chippy.
WODC say they have had ‘hundreds if not thousands’ of
responses. There are 67 responses to view
online, but WODC told the News that most
comments were sent by email or in hard
copy. If you made a comment and can’t see
yours listed, WODC assure us that all
comments will be available to view online
soon. 

Debate at two Town Hall
meetings
Chipping Norton Town Council held two
public meetings before Christmas to hear
people’s views before making its own
response to WODC. The meetings were well
attended, with most speakers accepting that
the Town needed to grow if the centre was
to remain viable, although several felt there
should be more development closer to
Oxford. Views on the need for the A361
relief road were mixed, with several speakers
concerned about road safety and pollution,
stressing that an A44 by-pass was more
important. There was a consistently strong consensus on the
need for improved infrastructure in health, education,
employment land, roads and water supply. At each meeting the
Mayor asked for a show of hands in support of either 1,400
homes at Tank Farm (which he described as ‘the rape of
Chipping Norton’) or across a number of other sites around
the edges of the Town. 

Town Council reject new plan
The Town Council has now written formally objecting to the
increase to 1400 homes in the proposed ‘Strategic
Development Area’ up and beyond Tank Farm. They say in
their summary ‘Whilst 600 homes on Tank Farm were possibly
sustainable, 1400 homes are not.’ and ‘WODC in their draft Local
Plan are entirely ignoring the spirit of the Chipping Norton
Neighbourhood Plan.’ They also note that the new relief road is
planned to go though the allotment land at Burford Road,
which is controlled by the Council as Trustees, and say ‘for
sake of absolute clarity the William Fowler Allotment land is not for
sale’. Their continuing comments include:

‘Chipping Norton Town Council totally reject the new local plan for
the SDA for the following reasons:

~ 1400 new homes on Tank Farm are not sustainable

~ The local employment of residents has fallen over the last 10
years and is now below 30%

~ The majority of local employment tends to be 'low paid' jobs in
retail/catering and caring sectors

~ 'High paid' jobs ie professional or technical jobs tend to be in

West Oxfordshire’s Draft Local Plan – The Town responds

Extract from the Local Plan showing the
proposed Strategic Development Area

Register your rights of way
Last month (see letters) Margaret Burden, who is keen to
preserve our footpaths, stressed that people who are
concerned to preserve any rights of way need to make
sure that paths are registered officially on the ‘Definitive
Map’ held by Oxfordshire County Council. She learned
this at a recent Rights of Way meeting. She emphasized to
the News that there is a cut off date in the legislation that
all rights must be registered by 31 December 2026.
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West Oxfordshire are suggesting a £5 rise to their share (at
the moment only £86.63 for Band D – surprisingly a lot less
than for the Town Council) but they are also planning to
impose from April a ‘disguised’ increase by charging £30 a year
if you use a green garden waste bin. Final details of all this
later but, all in all, this means that next year from April a Band
D household in Chipping Norton could well be paying an
extra £83 in Council Tax plus the £30 green bin charge. 

MBE honour for Rachel
West Street resident Rachel
Griffiths has been awarded the MBE
in the Queen’s New Year Honours
List. Rachel, who is Mental Capacity
Act Lead to the Care Quality
Commission, received the accolade
for services to vulnerable people.
Formerly a social worker with the

Learning Disability Team in Banbury (covering also Chipping
Norton and Witney), then from 2007 the Mental Capacity Act
lead for Oxfordshire County Council, Rachel started her
current role at the Care Quality Commission (CQC) in 2013.
The CQC is the independent regulator of all health and social
care services in England. Rachel is responsible for embedding
the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) into its policies and
inspections, training MCA experts among the staff and
improving confidence and competence about the MCA
throughout the organisation. 

The MCA, which came into effect in 2007, is a visionary
piece of legislation that makes a real difference to the lives of
people who might lack mental capacity. It empowers people
to make decisions for themselves whenever possible, and
protects people who lack capacity by providing a flexible
framework that places individuals at the very heart of the
decision-making process. It also allows all of us to plan ahead
for a time when we might lack mental capacity to make
decisions for ourselves. Rachel told us, ‘It was such a surprise
when I heard − I was astonished: I must admit I feel a fraud
since I enjoy my work so greatly. It’s a privilege to be in a
position where I can help to improve practice throughout
health and social care. This award is an acknowledgement of
how important the work is that is done by many. I feel very
honoured, but much of the credit goes to others who have
worked with me.’ Congratulations to Rachel.

Charity fundraiser honoured
Brendon Cross, Vice-President of a Charlbury-based charity,
was awarded the British Empire Medal in the New Year
Honours for services to people with physical disabilities.
Charity SpecialEffect uses technology, such as modified
joypads and eye-control technology, to enable disabled people
to participate in video games with friends and family. This
helps stroke and road traffic accident patients, people with
life-limiting conditions and injured soldiers to kick-start
rehabilitation, enhances self-esteem and, most importantly,
inclusion. Brendon has helped raise about £500,000 by
organising the Witney Twin Town Challenge to Le Touquet car
rally in 2014 and 2016. This fun event saw 100 cars costing
£500 or less drive from Witney to its twin town and back via
Silverstone and Abbeville circuits, with 12 fun-based
challenges along the way. Brendon was expecting the 2014
challenge to raise between £20,000 and £30,000, but managed

Town Council tax rise
Chipping Norton Town Councillors, at their December
meeting, approved a further rise in their share of Council Tax
for 2017/18. They agreed a total Council budget of £338,857
(up 13% on the current year’s budget). The amount to be
raised by the Council Tax ‘precept’ goes up from £232,273 to
£272,667. That tax rise is spread over an increasing number of
householders. So from April, a Band D householder is likely to
be paying the Town Council around £102 for the year – up
from £91.84 currently. Back in 2013/14 the Town Council take
was £59.60 – meaning a 71% rise over these recent four
years. Why this further increase? Recent large items added
have included money now being put aside for the ‘Town Hall
restoration fund’ (£80,686 added in 2015/16, and £27,368
budgeted for both the current 2016/17 year and next year). A
£50,000 ‘contingency’ has been added for the current and
next year – for unspecified use. The Town Council has said
they could well have to pick up services dropped by County
and District. Finally, an extra £10,000 is being budgeted for
cemetery colonnade repairs, plus £25,000 for more
resurfacing at recreation grounds. Grants to voluntary bodies
are being increased from £15,000 to £20,000.

The Town Council’s share of your total Council Tax
(currently £1627 annually for a Band D payer), is still relatively
small. The rest is taken by County, District, and Police. Their
rises are ‘capped’ by central government. However,
Oxfordshire County Council, who currently take the lion’s
share of your tax (£1281 for Band D), could propose a 5%
increase for next year as the Government is allowing a bigger
rise than recently to help with rapidly increasing social care.
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£130,000. In 2016 over 100 vehicles took part. He added the
charity was aiming to hit the million pound mark. Entries for
the 2018 Twin Town Challenge will open in January. Brendon
said he felt 'hugely proud' and 'incredibly humbled’ to be
honoured.

Students challenge Dawkins

On Monday 5 December, Professor Richard Dawkins, the
world renowned English ethologist, evolutionary biologist,
atheist and author, came to visit Chipping Norton School. He
came to talk to a large group of enthusiastic and interested
year 11, 12 and 13 science and philosophy students about ‘the
role of religion in society’. To a packed lecture theatre he
presented his talk in six key sections: Education, Explanation,
Consolation, Exhortation, Inspiration, and Interpretation. He
outlined many interesting ideas and opinions. For example, he
reminded us that no one is born a child of their religion ie: a
Muslim child or Christian child, but instead they are children
of Muslim parents or Christian parents. This matters when
one talks about how quickly a particular religion is growing.
He spoke with passion to enlighten, provoke, enrich, and prod,
in such a way to make his audience think and question. And
question they did, for a good hour after his talk had finished.
The questions were philosophical and challenging. Students
and staff present were intrigued by the ideas and relished the
chance to push Professor Dawkins on some of his views. One
student said that the experience had encouraged her to ‘think
in a different way’. Another was full of praise for the School
for enabling such an opportunity saying ‘it was an enlightening
and interesting experience’. We are very grateful to have had
this chance and hope to invite Professor Dawkins back at
some point in the future.

Luke Briggs – Class 11ES, Chipping Norton School

100 homes past Cromwell Park
A planning application for up to 100 new homes on land (The
Pillars) between Cromwell Park and the Cricket Club has
generated local concerns. The site forms part of the large area
allocated for development in the proposed Modifications to
the WODC Local Plan, which were out to consultation before
Christmas. However, this has not stopped the Town Council
and others objecting. The Environment Agency and WODC
Environmental Health both draw attention to potential
contamination on the site. There are also protected bats
there. The Cricket Club next door is raising concerns about
security of the Club, damage to property and people from
stray cricket balls and loss of green approach to the Town.

Oxfordshire County Council is objecting because no
provision is made for the link road from Banbury Road to
Burford Road that is required by the Draft Local Plan and
because there is no master plan for the whole of the
development area. The Town Council, despite apparently
‘reacting positively’ to a presentation by the developer last
July, is now also objecting, saying the site should remain as
general industrial land; it also objects because no provision is
made for the link road from Banbury Road to Burford Road,
albeit that the Town Council is on record as not supporting
this road. The application will be decided by WODC’s Uplands
Committee. 

New proposals for Harpers
At December’s Town Council meeting Councillors heard a
‘pre-application’ presentation of proposals to develop the

empty Harpers store and site at the end of Chipping Norton
High Street. The store closed several months ago after
considerable efforts to keep the business going, and the
owners have been trying to get interested parties to buy or
let the whole building. The large store, however, with its multi-
levels and access issues has not found a suitable single
occupier. The latest plan, presented by planning consultant
Jonathan Westerman on behalf of the existing owners, is to
have two smaller retail shops on the ground floor facing the
main road, convert upper floors to a 1-bed and 2-bed flat, and
add nine new-build residential properties at the back along
with 11 parking spaces. The rear development would follow
the line of the old burgage plots. In the discussion Councillors

Prof Dawkins pictured with some CNS students
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£1000 for Lawrence Team 
Midcounties Co-operative re-started their special
community fund in November to donate £1,000 at various
times during the year to a local charity or club. members can

vote from a nominated list each time. November’s winner
was The Lawrence Home Nursing Team and they were duly
presented with their big cheque before Christmas. The next
round of nominations in December included Highlands Day
Centre, Little Footsteps, Wychwoods Day Centre and
Charlbury Day Centre. Online voting closed on 22 January
and the winner will be announced in the next edition of
Chipping Norton News. Sign up as a member of the Co-op to
have your say!

made comments about parking, potential overdevelopment,
and warned about making sure there was still a refuge off the
pavement at the front where accidents had occurred due to
the narrow pavement. Mr Westerman noted the comments
and the next stage will be a full planning application.

Town Festival – plans for 2017
Last year’s successful Chipping Norton Town Festival also saw
big crowds celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. The day went
very well after a damp start with a large number of stalls and
brilliant performances on the Festival stage. The people of
Chipping Norton were very generous and the Festival
organising committee were able to give £4,000 to local
charities and organisations. These included the Lido, Shuttle
Bus, Scouts, Football Club, Holy Trinity Young Entrepreneurs,
British Legion, Stroke Awareness, CN Museum, and Rotary
Foundation. 

The date for the 2017 Town Festival is Sunday 25 June.
The Rotary Club of Chipping Norton is hoping to increase
support for the Festival and is eager to recruit anyone
interested in joining the Festival organising committee. For
general enquiries please contact Martin Jarratt on 642723. For
information on stalls please email
chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com and if you would like
to apply to perform on the Festival stage then please contact
kevin_cooper2006@hotmail.co.uk giving a brief description
of your act and why you would like to perform. Please note
the closing date for performer applications is Tuesday 28
February 2017.

The Lawrence Home Nursing Team was the winner of the
Co-op’s Community Fund in November
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blocked pavement along the main road.
Then at a second Town Council meeting in December, Mr

Edwin Stobart, responsible for the proposal, put forward
adjustments to the plans, particularly to proposed layout,
design, and access points. Mr Stobart suggested that the
development was less intrusive to the AONB. He also said
that proceeds from this development would help him fund six
more industrial employment units at his Elmsfield Estate,
which might bring more jobs to the Town. After considering
all this, Chipping Norton Town Councillors seemed
persuaded by Mr Stobart and the changes made, and decided
to remove their objections to building on AONB land. They
are now supporting the revised outline proposal, which goes
to the WODC Uplands Committee for consideration. 

A long run for Whistlers’ Dave
Whistlers head
chef David Hall is
running the
London Mara-
thon on 23 April
in memory of his
father who sadly
passed away last
year soon after
being diagnosed
with prostate
cancer. He is
running on
behalf of Pros-
tate Cancer UK
and to do so has
to raise £2000
for the charity. To
help him achieve
his goal

Whistlers is hosting a charity Sunday lunch on Sunday 5
March with all the meat being donated by town butcher,
Trevor Beadle. The lunch is £25 for three courses with all
profits going to the C\harity. Dave also has an online page
where you can read his story and donate
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/davehall-london2017

New parking – Oh no you can’t!
Spring Street
residents were
promised 13
new parking
places as part
of the Premier
Inn planning
permission but
instead spent
C h r i s t m a s ,
New Year and
beyond staring
at an empty
car park they
can’t use –
particularly galling during Panto season with even more
pressure on parking in Spring Street. There was a false start
when Gerald Eve, Premier Inn’s property management
company, asked residents to apply for permits on a ‘first come
first served’ basis at the beginning of December. But then six
weeks later they changed their minds and decided any Spring
Street resident could have a permit – but use of the new
parking spaces themselves would be ‘first come first served’.
Local Parking Security, the firm enforcing the parking
regulations say they will issue charging notices against anyone
parking without a permit. Unfortunately, at time of writing,
permits had yet to be issued and meanwhile, a brand new car
park lies empty, save for brave souls willing to take a chance.
Irritatingly, one of the 13 spaces is unusable, with a telegraph
support cable in its middle. Premier Inn is looking at providing
an extra space. The hotel development meant the loss of 24
(albeit unofficial) parking spaces in Spring Street, leaving
residents increasingly frustrated and angry. Perhaps when you
read this all will have been resolved.

Self-build houses: Council U-turn
Before it goes to WODC’s Uplands Committee meeting,
Chipping Norton Town Council has twice looked at an
outline planning application for 10 ‘self-build’ homes on land
over a mile from the town centre along the Worcester Road.
The land is within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and not allocated for housing in the latest draft Local Plan.
After consideration at their November meeting, the Town
Council wrote to WODC saying they ‘object strongly due to
the area of land being in an AONB site. This is against policy
BE4 and this piece of land should be protected. The Town
Council are in favour of self builds (see CNNP document) but
not on this piece of land. The Town Council decided that self
builds would be much better on a larger development.’
Oxfordshire County Council has also objected for similar
reasons, preferring, as written into the draft Local Plan, a
proportion of self-build to be part of the much larger
allocated site around Tank Farm. OCC also say the Worcester
Road site, on AONB, is also too far from the town centre to
be sustainable. Residents are most likely to use cars to get
into town. The application has also provoked objections from
nearby residents, on the Worcester Road, concerned about
access, flooding, the AONB disruption, and suggesting that the
Planning Committee might want to try walking 1.6 miles to
Top School with a buggy and children along the narrow, often

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Start your year
with a perfect thriller

and
read Bill Beverly’s

‘DODGERS’
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resident and News team member, commented, ‘At present we
have two green bins. I will certainly pay for one and possibly
compost more. £30 per year is approximately £1.25 per
collection which is a lot cheaper than the cost of going to a
waste recycling centre. But what worries me is what other
people might do. I am certain we will be seeing garden waste
just dumped around the countryside or will WODC find
more green waste added to the general waste?’ The
Woodland Trust said that 2016 was its worst year for fly-
tipping in woodland. Many Chipping Norton gardens are quite
small to use a collection every two weeks, so perhaps
neighbours could join together and share a bin.

Tales of The Ascott Martyrs
After a remarkable 28-year
project, New Zealander
Beverley McCombs has
published The Ascott Martyrs.
Beverley knew her descendants
had emigrated from England in
1874. She was on holiday in
England in 1988 searching
gravestones in Ascott-under-
Wychwood to no avail, only to
be directed to a plaque on a
seat around a village green tree
and found her great
grandmother’s name!

‘This seat was erected to celebrate the centenary of the ‘Ascott
Martyrs’, the sixteen women of Ascott who were sent to prison
in 1873 for the part they played in the founding of the
Agricultural Workers Union when they were sent ‘over the hills
to glory.’

After many UK revisits, an inspired Beverley, who had had no
idea of the story of the Martyrs, has extensively researched
the lives of these women, the court case, Oxford Jail and their
legacy. The Martyrs’ lives by today’s standards were appalling.
Large families lived in hovels exploited by landlord farmers.
The influential Church of England favoured the gentry and it
was vicars, in their role as local magistrates, who sent the
women and babies to prison. The Duke of Marlborough
organised fellow farmers to hold firm against the fast-rising,
newly formed Agricultural Workers Union but after a massive
media and political backlash, picketing was allowed and
magistrates were no longer religious officials. The book tells
the story so well that one cannot help but be grateful to the
16 women who became Martyrs to a cause that even today
makes our lives more agreeable. The author even spent time
(for research purposes, of course!) in the cells of Chipping
Norton Police station! Take time to read what life was like not
so long ago. The book is available from the Ascott Village Shop
and Jaffé & Neale Bookshop in Chipping Norton.

Paul Jackson

Cherwell’s housing issues
While West Oxfordshire District Council are still grappling
with providing more land for housing, their Councillors have
issued a press release ‘welcoming’ neighbouring Cherwell’s
efforts to take more housing numbers. The latest move is
because Oxford City still has unmet housing needs, and
Cherwell, according to the Oxfordshire Growth Board, is

Great Rollright – Great Market!
The first market of the year is on Saturday 4 February from
9.30am-12.30pm in Great Rollright Village Hall. Freshly
cooked bacon rolls and croissants in the warm and friendly
café along with an amazing range of stalls selling homemade
goods such as artisan breads, quiches, pies, preserves, local
organically grown veg, dairy products and lovely gifts for
Valentine’s Day and beautiful chocolate treats at very modest
prices. Plus Big Booksale Bonanza with prices starting at 10p.
Also a (supervised) biscuit decorating craft session for
youngsters.

£30 green bins start in April
As reported a few months back, from April, Chipping Norton
residents will have to pay £30 a year to West Oxfordshire
District Council to provide green garden waste bin
collections. You need to sign up by 3 March for this service
and WODC are writing to all households in early February
with details. If you do not wish to pay the £30, simply do
nothing and your garden waste collections will cease at the
end of March. For more information or to sign up visit
www.westoxon.gov.uk/garden or call 01993 861025. Payment
will be taken with a debit or credit card only. For many years
this service has been ‘free’ (a part of your Council Tax) but
WODC now say ‘due to the loss of external funding it is now
necessary to charge’. Fears of fly-tipping are now rising.
Chipping Norton has no nearby waste recycling centres, the
small in-town car park units are overflowing and, anyway, do
not accept green waste. Frances Buckel, an Over Norton
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required to find space for another 4,400 homes. But while
WODC seem to be applauding these brotherly efforts,
WODC’s Cabinet Member Cllr Jeff Haine says he is
concerned that, if Cherwell puts more housing near West
Oxfordshire’s border, it will affect roads, infrastructure, and
heritage. The A44 corridor is near the border and the impact
of housing nearby, for example near Woodstock, would have
to be considered. Of course, WODC’s own plans to add much
more housing in Chipping Norton would see even more
traffic on the busy A44. Cllr Haine said ‘we look forward to
working with Cherwell District Council to provide
sustainable development plans that will benefit all parties
concerned.’ 

Southerndown celebrates
Staff at Southerndown
nursing home in Chipping
Norton were delighted
when team leader,
Rosemary Horne,
completed her training to
become a Care Practitioner.
This new role, which
enables her to support
nurses, has been introduced
by Barchester Healthcare to
further develop talented
care staff. Rosemary
(pictured here)  has lived in
Chipping Norton for 54 years and has worked at
Southerndown for nine years. Rosemary is the first person
there to complete the course and is already making a big
difference to maintaining and developing its standard of care.
Rosemary previously received a Lion Award for completing
her NVQ level 3 in Health & Social Care whilst receiving
chemotherapy. Mandy Vettraino, General Manager at
Southerndown, said, ‘Rosemary is an integral member of the
team who excels at what she does. I’m delighted that she has
completed the training and progressed into this new role,
which will help our home run even more efficiently and will
enable Rosemary to develop her career further. She has
worked so hard and I’m very proud of her’.

Diplomas at Beech Haven
In continued studies at Beech
Haven Care Home the first
two candidates have passed
their Diplomas in Health &
Social Care at various levels.
Sandra Stowe (pictured here)
and Maria Yates have both
worked hard and gained their
City and Guilds in Adult Care
with Maria competing a
Dementia Pathway. The Home
also has another six staff
members currently working
toward various levels from

leadership and management to Level 2 in social care. This is a
great opportunity for our staff to learn new skills and
experiences. Congratulations to them both.

Sandra Marskel

Oxfordshire or not?
They are all still at it! After a year of inter-council rows and
rival consultancy studies, we seem little nearer to knowing
whether Chipping Norton will be part of a single
‘Oxfordshire’ unitary authority – eliminating an existing dual
layer of County and Districts. To aid devolution the
Government had wanted a simplified unitary structure and an
elected mayor. Oxfordshire County Council has published its
latest proposal for a single body – apparently saving £100m a
year and reducing elected councillors from 282 to less than
125 see www.oneoxfordshire.org. But our five Districts say
this idea creates a ‘monolith’ and erodes very local
accountability. In December, they came up with yet another
option to try and keep their identity but satisfy the
Government. Their latest study proposed a directly elected
mayor for a new Combined Authority involving Oxfordshire’s
District Councils and County Council as well as key partners
such as the Local Enterprise Partnership and Oxfordshire
Growth Board. Not unexpectedly, the Districts prefer this
status quo with what looks like another layer on top. WODC
Council was set to consider their latest option on 18 January.
So, with local councils seemingly still incapable of working
together on this, it may be up to central government to make
a decision and knock heads together.

Screen by the Green
Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall are showing the movie Our
Kind of Traitor on Friday 10 February. This intriguing and
suspenseful film based on the Le Carré best seller, stars Ewan
McGregor and girlfriend Naomie Harris holidaying in
Morocco, getting involved with Russian Mafia and British
Intelligence. A tight and tense thriller, utterly realistic and
plausible in true Le Carré style. All filmgoers will enjoy
McGregor and Harris being tossed into the dangerous cut
and thrust of the geopolitical world. For film and supper
evening try The Chequers for a special £20 movie menu, main
course at 6pm, dessert after the film – please book early for
your meal and film, or just film, by contacting Jackie. All films
start at 7.30pm; tickets £4.50 pay on the door. For
information and to book ring 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com
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a review starts in March. Maximum use of these routes,
particularly the X8, must be encouraged.

Lawrence Team update
Trustee, Danny Phillips, is
running the London Marathon
for the Charity in memory of his
late mother, Jane Phillips MBE.
Jane was a LHNT nurse and
instrumental in setting up the
Charity in 1999. Danny has
begun training and has entered
half marathons and the Swim-a-
Fun organised by Chipping
Norton Rotary to help prepare.
Please consider sponsoring

Danny by visiting his Virgin Money Giving page, you will find a
link on our website together with Danny’s blogs
www.lawrencehomenursing.org. You will also find information
about Chippy Swim on our events page. The sponsored swim,
open to all ages and abilities, takes place at the Leisure Centre
on Saturday, 1 April. LHNT will be one of the charity
beneficiaries so please enrol today. Many thanks if you braved
the fog to attend the annual Candles of Remembrance and
Celebration Service at the Town Hall on Friday, 16 December.
£370 was raised.

We have an exciting and extensive
programme of fundraising events planned
this year including; Nearly New Sale
Saturday, 25 February; Lunch for Lawrence
kindly supported by Wild Thyme Restaurant
at the Lower Town Hall Wednesday, 1
March with guest speaker, Prue Leith
(pictured); and a Call My Wine Bluff Evening
at Enstone Parish Hall on Saturday, 1 April.
For a complete list of events and activities
please visit our website. The Nearly New Sale is a great
chance to donate unwanted Christmas presents and clothes
in good condition. We can arrange collection. The sale will run
from 11.30am to 2.30pm at the Memorial Hall, Hook Norton.
Tea, coffee and homemade cakes available. Wishing Chipping
Norton News readers a Happy and Peaceful 2017.

Verity Fifer

Try our home library service
Would you like to borrow books from the Library but
sometimes find it difficult get in? It can be a struggle for some
to reach Chipping Norton’s Library on Goddard's Lane,
particularly in snowy and icy conditions. The Home Library
Service may be able to help – either temporarily or
permanently. Our wonderful volunteers deliver books,
audiobooks, CDs, and DVDs to residents in and around
Chipping Norton. You can request specific titles or have a chat
with the volunteer so they can choose a selection for you. It's
up to you! The service is completely free. To find out more,
please contact the library on 643559 or email
chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Reading groups are a great way for children to develop
their reading and gain confidence so we're starting a children's
reading group at the Library. The group will be for 8- to 11-
year-olds. We'll meet on the first Tuesday of each month, 5pm

More buses and trains
Bus users from Chipping Norton getting to Oxford centre
and the new Oxford Parkway station had good news in
January. Firstly, changes on the Stagecoach S3 bus service to
Oxford see the first three buses on Saturday mornings run 10
minutes earlier. On Mondays to Saturdays later evening
services are extended to and from Oxford railway station and
there is a later last bus from Chippy to Oxford at 23.41.
Sunday services are unchanged. Timetable booklets are
available on buses and departure times shown at stops.
Secondly, Stagecoach (route 7) and the Oxford Bus Company
(route 500) have each introduced new routes running from
Woodstock via Kidlington, Oxford Parkway and Banbury
Road into Oxford. These new services principally help
Woodstock residents but at certain times it may be
advantageous to interchange between the S3 and the 7 or 500
to reach Parkway station.

Chiltern Railways have started running through trains
every half hour from Oxford main station to London
Marylebone via Oxford Parkway, Bicester Village (and High
Wycombe hourly), giving more choice. Generally speaking, on
weekday mornings, without a car, it is still quicker to reach
London from Chippy by using the X8 to Kingham station and
taking a through train to Paddington. The extension of the
later evening S3s, Monday–Saturday, to Oxford main station
means that it is now easier to travel through from London
Paddington or Marylebone to Chippy by public transport.
Pulham’s have advised that the X8 (Kingham station) and X9
(Witney) will continue unchanged at least until July although



Sue’s Onion Soup 

Take two large onions and slice them up and put them in
a pan with 125gm (1/4lb) of butter or margarine. Simmer
gently until soft. Make 3/4 litre of stock (just
over 1 pint) with the stock cube of your choice
or you can use homemade stock if you have it.
Stir into the onions 1 tablespoon of flour and
mix it in while slowly adding the stock. If the
mixture is too thick add more liquid. Leave to
simmer while you make some croutons. For
these take some thick slices of preferably stale
bread and cut into cubes. Put on a baking tray
and sprinkle with oil, (olive, vegetable or garlic-
flavoured) and a handful of mixed herbs. Place in
a hot oven for a few minutes until brown and crispy. Now
it is ready to eat. Stir the croutons into the soup, put it
into bowls and top it with a handful of grated cheese. All
finished in under 20 minutes to warm you up when you
come in from the cold. The soup can be made in advance
and reheated but the croutons must be made fresh or
they will go soggy.

Italian Spinach, Egg & Cheese Suppa 

This nutritious,vegetarian dish originates from Italy and is simple to
make and absolutely delicious. Peel and halve 4 hard boiled eggs.

Plunge 250 grams (1/2 lb) spinach into a saucepan of boiling
water. Turn the heat off, leave for about 20 seconds and
then drain thoroughly. Put the spinach in the bottom of an
ovenproof dish and arrange the halved eggs sunny side
down on top. Now make a really rich cheese sauce.  Melt
125gm (1/4 lb) of butter or margarine in a saucepan. Stir in
125gm of flour and remove from heat while stirring in
1 pint of milk. Return to the heat and stirring continuously
(or use a beater) gradually warm up until the sauce begins
to thicken and then add 200gm of grated cheddar cheese.
If the sauce seems too thick add more milk. Pour the

sauce over the spinach and eggs and put into a hot oven. Now make
garlic bread to go with it. Any crusty bread will do but I find that tiger
bread is the best. Mix soft margarine or other spread with garlic
puree and apply thickly to the slices of bread. When the cheese sauce
starts bubbling, pop the garlic bread into the oven for a few minutes
and then everything is done. Hey Presto, a real winter warmer ready
in no time. Yummy – enjoy!

Try some winter warmers
February in Chipping Norton is often the coldest month of the year and the ideal time to indulge in comfort food: meals

that make you feel warm on the inside as well as the outside, packed full of flavour and nutrition. Cottage pie, stew &

dumplings, casseroles, fruit crumbles and steamed puddings come to mind. The News team’s Sue Hadland tells you about

two of her favourite quick, tasty and wholesome dishes to warm ‘the cockles of your heart’. Both serve 2.

13

to 6pm. The group will decide on a genre each month, each
child can choose a book from that genre and we'll meet to
discuss the following month. There will also be fun activities
and games! Contact the Library to join. 

Sally Moore – Library Manager

Lido dates for your diary
With Easter late this year, The Lido will open a little earlier
than usual, to make the most of the long bank holiday
weekend, and second week of the schools’ Easter holiday. The
2017 season will run from Thursday 13 April until Sunday 10
September. With that opening date fast approaching, The
Lido’s wonderful manager, Liz Cooke, is busy recruiting for
both paid and voluntary roles required for this community-
run facility. While we will welcome back our valued existing
pool (sorry!) of trusty Lifeguards, Reception Staff and Café
Assistants, we always need more. For information email Liz via
info@chippylido.co.uk by Monday 13 February. The start of a
new year is a good moment to give The Lido’s charitable
status another mention. We were very grateful for The Co-
op’s support before Christmas, once again allocating time at
the checkouts for our volunteers to assist with bag packing in
return for shoppers’ donations. We are also indebted to our
Lottery participants. December’s winners were: 1st, Veronica
Guy, winning £110.25; 2nd, T. Hodkinson, with £66.15, and 3rd,
John & Flo Kay, getting £44.10. To join, download a form from
www.chippylido.co.uk/support_us. You can also donate directly
via www.Totalgiving.co.uk and/or as you shop online via
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido. Latest news at
www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido & Twitter @ChippyLido.

Claire Williamson

Glimpses of an International Life
Sir John Holmes, a
former British
diplomat and, until
last summer, the
Director of the
Ditchley Foundation
will give The
Churchill and
Sarsden Heritage
Centre’s Winter Talk
on Friday 24
February. He will give a brief picture of his fascinating life in
the Foreign Office during which time he was our Ambassador
in Lisbon and Paris; at No 10 where he became Private
Secretary to both John Major and Tony Blair; at the United
Nations where he was Deputy Secretary General for
Humanitarian Affairs; and finally at Ditchley Park where as
Director for six years he was responsible for numerous
international conferences. He now has a home in Sarsden. 7
for 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Tickets £7 (to include a glass of
wine) from Janie Hextall on 658278 or
janie.hextall@btinternet.com.

Cemetery clear-up help
Any volunteers able to help with the next Clear Up day to
tidy the Town Cemetery would be very welcome on 18
March starting at 10am. Refreshments as usual. Any questions,
please contact Martin Jarratt, chair of the Cemetery
Committee on 642723.

LOCAL NEWS
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Rail fare rises
National rail fare increases of around 2.3% were announced
in the New Year – with protests from train user groups and
public transport supporters. For Chipping Norton travellers
doing a day trip to London an ‘anytime’ travelcard is now
£71.30 from Charlbury or £60.30 from Oxford Parkway.
Travelling to arrive after 10am reduces this to £38.20 and
£25.60 but there are restrictions on later afternoon trains
from Paddington. A same day return Oxford Tube bus will cost
£18 (advance booking cheaper). According to the BBC, even
allowing for inflation, rail fares have gone up by around 25%
since the mid-1990s, with successive governments increasing
the proportion of the rail bill paid funded by passengers. It
used to be around 50%. Today it’s 70%. This means that other
taxpayers, who do not catch trains, are contributing less to
run them. The Government said it was delivering the biggest
rail modernisation programme for over a century. Local
protesters included Members of Witney and Chipping
Norton Labour Party who joined a national campaign on 3 Jan
leafleting commuters at Charlbury, Hanborough and Kingham
stations. Labour point to a 27% rise in average fail fares since
2010. Steve Akers, from Chippy Labour Party, wants to bring
railways back into public ownership and keep fares down.

Moonrakers return
No, really, it’s nothing to do with the night sky, but an
opportunity to enjoy a wonderful musical evening of Celtic
traditional music and contemporary songs and tunes with,
amongst other instruments, harp and fiddle. The Friends of St
Mary’s Church are hosting this concert by Moonrakers on
Saturday 18 March at 7.30 pm in St Mary’s Church, Chipping
Norton. Tickets are £12 (£10 members) from the Church
Office tel 646202, Jaffé & Neale Bookshop or Jo Graves
643976, jograves46@aol.com. All proceeds go towards
upkeep of St Mary’s Church, one of the 1000 most notable
churches in Britain. Moonrakers are four consummate
musicians playing harp, fiddle, whistles, guitar and Irish
bouzouki. With female/male vocals. they specialise in Irish,
Scottish, Welsh and English traditional and contemporary
tunes and songs. They are rapidly creating a buzz in the world
of acoustic music, with three albums receiving glowing

reviews in the music press, appearing at many festivals, arts
centres and churches. For more information, sounds and
videos, see www.moonrakers.net or call Jo Graves on 643976.

Jo Graves

Helping the Dogs Trust
An enthusiastic dog-loving team
from Lyneham has been raising
money for the Dogs Trust, the
Evesham-based charity.
Cotswold Canine Athletics run
fun athletic events for all breeds
of dogs. They raised money for
the charity during 2016 with a
collection tin on a table during
their events. They also held a
large competition during May and sold cakes. Before
Christmas the team visited the Trust and donated £131, a sack
of dog food and a huge bag of dog toys. Team member Sharon
Clements told the News, ‘We fell in love with all the dogs in
their care, impressed with how well they are cared for, but we

knew they would all
love a new forever
loving home. We
wanted to take
them all home but
knew we couldn’t
which made us sad.’
Pictured are Lynda
Hillman and Kyle
Brain from
Cotswold Canine
Athletics and an
employee from the
Dogs Trust. Sharon
said their ‘Dog
Events’ are usually

monthly from April to October at Magpie Ground, Lyneham.
Activities include Lure Runs, A-Frame, High Wall, Long Jump,
Trackmill, High Jump and more.

Doggy blood donors
Have you thought of having your pet dog donate to charity
Pet Blood Bank UK? Dog owners in and around Chipping
Norton are helping out. The Oxford Mail reported that
Matylda, a Slovakian rough-haired pointer from Churchill
became the 8,000th donor to the blood bank. The charity
holds sessions hosted by many veterinary practices, and four-
year-old Matylda was lucky enough to make the landmark
donation after an accident last year as a puppy when Chipping
Norton Veterinary Hospital looked after her. Reportedly,
Matylda remained calm during the donation process and
followed all instructions she was given. Pet Blood Bank holds
an average of four to five sessions per week and, with over
1,000 dogs needing a transfusion last year, they always need
new doggy donors to help save the lives of fellow canines. To
donate, dogs must be fit and healthy, aged between one and
eight, weigh more than 25kg, have a good temperament, be
medication-free and vaccinated. Dogs who have travelled
abroad are not accepted. For more details about the charity
and how to register call 01509 232222 or visit
www.petbloodbankuk.org.



15

LOCAL NEWS

A bridge too far for the bats!
After years in
the waiting, and
after some
disputes over
responsibilities,
work is now
complete to
strengthen the
A44 road bridge
over the old
disused railway
track at the
bottom of
W o r c e s t e r
Road. The
bridge, built in
the 1880s for

the former Banbury and Cheltenham railway (pictured), had
become increasingly unsafe, particularly for heavy lorries, and
had failed several structural tests. Much water was gathering
under the bridge after Travis Perkins blocked off the south
side around 20 years ago to deter intruders to their yard. The
owners (passed from Network Rail to Highways England
Historical Railways Estate) have strengthened the bridge
underneath, filled in the void, cut down trees, put a new earth
embankment up and supposedly, pipes to divert water. Part of
the recent delay was caused by the need to cater for a small
number of Daubenton’s and Natterer’s bats hibernating under
the bridge. Following detailed bat surveys and a conservation
licence application, the bats have been encouraged to move
into two new nearby hibernation boxes, or to the big long
nearby railway tunnel (to join lots of their mates) where new
‘bat bricks’ have been inserted. A three-year bat brick
inspection schedule has been planned.

WODC Sports Awards
Entries are now closed for the Town sports awards – with the
Awards Ceremony on 24 February. Meanwhile, the launch of
the (separate) 2017 West Oxfordshire Sports Awards gives
another chance for Chippy sporty people to shine. Run by
WODC, these awards aim to recognise the contribution and
commitment of individuals and achievement of clubs in West
Oxfordshire. Categories are: Sports Coach of the Year, Sports
Club of the Year and Unsung Hero. The Sports Awards are
running in partnership with GLL Sport Foundation, which
allows talented local athletes to apply for funding to help with
costs such as training. GLL Better are running the scheme.
Grants of £50 to £1,250 can be applied for by athletes
participating at County level or above and successful
applicants also get access to Council-owned leisure facilities
in the District to assist with training. Last year, 48 individuals
and organisations were honoured for their achievements
from County to international level including England hockey
player Lucy Millington. Nominations by 20 February. See
www.westoxon.gov.uk/leisure or call 01993 861080 to apply.

Superfast Broadband hiccup
West Oxfordshire District Council is taking over the lead
role of delivering superfast broadband to the remaining 10%
of district properties where remote connection is not
commercially viable. This follows an announcement by
Cotswolds Broadband and its supplier, ITS Technology Group,
that they are withdrawing from the rollout following network
issues. WODC is determined to ensure superfast broadband
coverage is available throughout the entire District as soon as
possible and confirm that public sector funding remains
available to make this happen. WODC will start with a formal
survey to find out which premises need connection. Getting a
supplier and starting work could take nine months. For more
information, see www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk.

Work on the tunnel started in 1875 and proceeded rapidly.
One account told of the moment when diggers from each
end met in the middle, when a man
crawled through the hole: ‘Chipping
Norton tunnel is complete with the
exception of the face at the Station end,
and is 685 yards long. There are about
30,000 bricks on the ground and the
contractor had 11 locomotives, 12 horses
and about 650 men at work.’ The
workings were not without incident. The
first fatal accident took place in 1876, at
7pm on 19 July. 20-year-old Robert Jarvis,
from Towcester and lodging in Finsbury
Place in Chipping Norton was employed
at the tunnel workings. That evening he
was taking a horse-drawn train of empties to the tunnel tip,
with Richard Prior as ‘breaksman’. Instead of walking with

Chipping Norton Tunnel
Chippy resident and railway enthusiast Alan Brain provided some information on previous 19th century construction

work on our big tunnel.

the horse at the head of the train, he decided to ride on the
buffer of one of the wagons, resting his legs over the side. As

the train of wagons approached its stop
at the tunnel entrance, Robert jumped
off, ran the twelve yards distance to the
head of the train and took the reins of
the horse. This was an unofficial
manoeuvre and it was costly. Robert
stumbled and fell onto the tracks at the
front of the train. He had no time to
move clear and the wagons passed over
him, inflicting fatal injuries. He was taken
up to the contractor’s huts above the
tunnel workings at Elmsfield, where he
died shortly afterwards. On 8 December
1883 an engine driver, Alfred Simpson,

aged 19, was killed after attempting to sprag brake the
progress of a train near the tunnel workings.

Railway photographs kindly supplied by Alan Brain
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Katharine House appeal
Katharine House Hospice is looking for volunteers for a
range of important tasks with the much valued local hospice.
Help is needed in catering and the kitchen, reception, as ward
clerks, in the general day hospice, as gardeners, in the shops,
as patient drivers and complementary therapists. For more
information please visit (www.khh.org.uk) or contact Joanna
Morris, Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01295 811866, email
volunteering@khh.org.uk. The Hospice is also after someone
with experience of optimising website content for search
engines. If you can help, contact Chris on 01295 816484, or
email chris.higgins@khh.org.uk. Everyone at Katharine House
thanks all who have helped over the last 12 months –
volunteers, donors, shop helpers, Santa Run and Midnight
Walk enthusiasts, fashion or cake sale organisers and more.
This makes a real difference to hundreds of local people facing
life-limiting illness. More events and information at
www.khh.org.uk.

Highlands Rummage Sale
This year’s Rummage Sale is being held on Saturday 18
February from 10am-12.30pm in the Upper Town Hall. There
will be plenty of bargains with toys, bric-a-brac, books,
clothing, etc for sale. Please come along and rummage. All
proceeds go to Highlands Day Centre. If anybody would like
to help, please leave your name and number at the Highlands
(Age Concern) shop in the Lower Market Place.

Police & Neighbourhood  crime
This month’s reports from police and local press

Anti-social behaviour in Chippy – Police have notified the
press, as a top priority, the need to tackle anti-social
behaviour around Town. They cite ‘excessive noise, vandalism
and drunken loutish behaviour affecting quality of life and
causing alarm and distress’, mentioning specific areas in
Chipping Norton: Pool Meadow and New Street Recreation
ground (including The Dome), Tank Farm, Town Hall steps,
Glyme Lane/Leisure Centre, and Walterbush Road around the
old football club area. Police want the public to: use
judgement to speak to those responsible; keep a log of all acts
of anti-social behaviour including times, dates, and details;
report it, either to the WODC for noise or police on 101 if
the behaviour involves drunkenness, violence or threatening
behaviour.

Watch your purse in Town! – A purse theft was reported
in January by someone innocently having afternoon tea in one
of Chipping Norton’s cafés. A man sitting at the next table was
suspected and police were pursuing it. After the incident, our
PCSO provided the victim with a little bell to put on her
handbag to stop future thefts. Why not try it and keep a watch
on your bags?

Thefts from vans – Police are appealing for information
after a series of thefts in Chipping Norton which involved
tools being stolen from vans: overnight, between 3rd and 4th
January, offenders broke into six vans in Hailey Road,
Churchill Road and Lord’s Piece Road stealing a large quantity
of power tools. Most were Ford Transit vans, which has led
officers to suspect that the offenders used a TIBBE key to
enter the vehicles. Please call 101 with information, quoting
43170002268.

Andy Andrews 1912–2016
The News team was sad to
learn of the death in
December of Andy Andrews,
aged 104, who had lived in
Chipping Norton for around
18 years, latterly as a
celebrated resident at Henry
Cornish Care Centre. Andy
was most recently
interviewed on BBC TV in an
item about 90 years of
Television. He was born in
Middlesex on 15 August 1912
then left school at 14 to join
John Logie Baird’s workshop
as an apprentice engineer –
witnessing in 1926 the
memorable first demonst-

ration of a working television in front of 50 scientists in
London. Andy worked on the transmitters and told the BBC
about the joy of working on something special and never
being bothered about the hours they worked. He was also
fond of relating the story of working at Baird’s Laboratory at
Crystal Palace and trying to save the equipment on the night
of the great fire that destroyed the Palace.

Andy worked with Baird’s TV business until 1939, when
WWII broke out. He then worked in communications, helping
set up a factory manufacturing transformers. He co-invented
one of the world’s smallest microphones, to be installed in
pilots’ helmets. His family apparently nicknamed him ‘the mad
professor’ because he was always making things. He married
Winifred Gair in 1939 and they had one daughter, Valerie.
Andy celebrated his 100th birthday at the Care Centre in 2012
with a party. He always said his wife, as his ‘best friend’, was
one reason behind his long and happy life, saying on his
100th,’the secret to a long life is marrying a nice lady and also
cod liver oil – I’ve had some every day since and I’m still here’.
Andy made many friends in his time in Chipping Norton and
will be missed by many. He has featured in the News on
various occasions and the News team sends condolences to
his family and friends.

LOCAL NEWS

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM

2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Andy pictured at his 100th

birthday party
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The North, the law, blues in the blood
A Stockport birth in 1978, Berkhamsted School, Sheffield
University (including the Officers’ Training Corps), Barrister’s
training, and four months on a scholarship with the New
Zealand Government all led Robert to law chambers in
Winchester and now Oxford. Alongside an interest in crime
and justice, he picked up a passion for Churchill (one hero
mentioned in his maiden speech – and hence the Bladon
connection), as well as the military and
the plight of (particularly injured)
veterans. His grandfather and great
uncle both served in Bomber
Command. Further probing revealed
another of his teenage heroes to be
Eric Clapton making, to his slight
surprise, blues guitar ‘get under my
skin’. He taught himself the guitar,
opening himself up to the different
influences of  BBKing,  Freddy King and
more. Our googling revealed that
Robert’s blues group ‘Five Bar’ from his
law chambers, competed in the Solent Rocks Battle of the
Bands in 2012 – coming second! 

In politics ‘to make lives better’
Robert said ‘the worthwhile nature of politics has always been
in the blood’, and politics of many colours and persuasions.
His maiden speech mentioned great grandfather Albert
Stubbs, a 1930s union campaigner and later a rare Labour MP
for Cambridgeshire with ‘reputation for making a difference
for people’. His grandmother, still alive, voted Labour, putting
posters in her window alongside Liberal ones from his
grandfather! His father is a Conservative councillor. All this
taught Robert not to be ‘tribal’, saying ‘we are all trying to do
the same thing, make our area and country we live in, and love,
better’. Interest in politics led him to join the Young
Conservatives in Meriden and then Winchester on local
campaigns. He wanted to ‘get involved and not just complain’.

Pride & identity in West Oxfordshire
Fed up with ‘dating my wife at a distance’ (Kathryn was a
music therapy teacher in Warwick), Robert moved his job to
Oxford and the couple settled in Bladon six years ago. He
quickly got involved in our District Council, recently looking
after housing and environment, and amongst other issues
supporting the move of six Syrian refugee families to Witney.
His passion for people, their ‘industry’ and the countryside of
West Oxfordshire shines through. In his maiden speech he
used our rivers (Glyme, Windrush, Evenlode) to tell
colleagues about his constituency and its towns. In visiting
everywhere, including Chipping Norton, he noted everyone’s
pride in their local histories and different identities.  As well
as seeing thriving local business and charities, he sees many

‘community causes being championed…people getting off
their sofa and deciding to make a difference’. Robert himself
has taken a strong interest in mental health and is a volunteer
speaker for Air Ambulance. 

Chipping Norton: a great working town
Our MP has already spent much time in Chippy. In a question
to the PM he promoted ECN’s entry in the Great British High

St Awards provoking Theresa May to
recall ‘happy memories’ as a child
shopping here. He went to the
London Awards night reporting the
judges’ extremely positive comments.
He sees a ‘wonderful High St’ as a sign
of a thriving town, mentioning Jaffé
and Neale bookshop, Middle Row, the
‘amazing Christmas Tree Festival’….all
contributing to ‘feeling you are living
somewhere special’. Robert enthused
about the Theatre as a ‘major
community asset bringing different

people together from far and wide’, and supports expansion
plans. All this struck a chord. Robert started acting at 7 (‘they
wanted a child with a recorder and loud voice) and he’s since
done Romeo and Hamlet. Meeting ‘all different kinds of people’
has helped teach him to listen to others’ views. 

Issues for the Town
Robert hopes Chipping Norton can grow as a sustainable
‘working Cotswolds town without becoming a commuter
dormitory’. He listed the many related issues: traffic, sustaining
local services such as health, social care, and schools. He’s met
the Hospital Action Group and stressed the ‘rurality’ and
access issues. He knows that for West Oxfordshire as a whole,
and for Chippy, affordable housing and growth is a big issue. He
is well aware of the current debate over growth – but wants
to see an acceptable Local Plan in place quickly to avoid losing
control to speculative development

Ambition as a constituency MP
Having enjoyed his first weeks as an MP, his aim is to be
respected for his knowledge and passion on some key issues.
He is already strongly involved in mental health issues, and
added housing, foreign policy and defence as interests. He
wants to emulate colleagues across all parties who speak with
authority. But first and foremost his priority is to ‘listen to, help
and represent’ his West Oxfordshire constituents. His Witney
office is fully staffed – Sarah Jordan, Witney Case Worker, and
Emma Quarterman, Parliamentary Assistant, joined our
interview. Robert will be here most Fridays, holding surgeries,
and said, ‘You’ll see me walking round the streets of Chipping
Norton; you mustn’t hesitate to ask me about anything. I want
everyone to know they can come to me with an issue.’

Robert Courts – our new MP….
with a passion for West Oxfordshire

In October, 38-year-old Barrister Robert Courts, who lives in Bladon with wife Kathryn and 6-month-old Henry, was elected

Conservative MP for Witney – or as he prefers, Witney and West Oxfordshire. Two News team members interviewed Robert

in December, joining him and his enthusiastic young team in a busy Witney constituency office being refurbished ready for

some active constituency work. Here’s what we found out, including our MP’s views on Chipping Norton.

The News team’s Keith Ruddle and Alison Huitt
interview our new MP

Contact our MP at robert.courts.mp@parliamment.uk, Robert Courts MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
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105th CN Music Festival 

3 to 18 March

Summary of Events
3 March: Youth Jazz Band
Challenge (in association
with CN Rotary Club)

4 March: Junior and Senior Choirs

12 March: Professional Concert: Craig Ogden, Classical Guitar

14 March: Workshop and Presentation for Year 5 Children

18 March: Festival Concert – showcase of this year's talent

This year the Festival follows its popular format which begins
with the lively Rotary Youth Jazz Band Challenge which will
kick-start the event on Friday 3 March in Chipping Norton
School Hall, start time 6.30pm (tbc depending on entrants).
All are most welcome in the audience. The Professional
Concert this year is a performance by the Festival's Vice-
President Craig Ogden, one of the world's finest classical

guitarists, who will perform on Sunday 12 March in the Town
Hall. His last concert for CNMF was a complete sell-out. You
are advised to book early so as not to miss out. Tickets are
£15. The Festival Concert on Saturday 18 March at 7.30 pm
will be adjudicated by the Festival's President and Piano
Adjudicator, Anthony Williams. This is a showcase of highlights
from across the classes.

As well as being the venue for both concerts, the Town
Hall will be home for over 100 non-competitive classes in
music and drama for all ages and groups, ranging from piano,
strings, woodwind and brass, to voice  and verse-speaking.
Members of the public are very welcome to pop in to watch
and listen to the participants and hear the skills of the
professional adjudicators.  £1.50 per day or £5 for a pass for
all classes. Here are just some of the classes and events that
make the Festival such a success for both participants and
audience. Saturday 4 March: Junior and Senior Choirs. Junior
Choirs in Chipping Norton School Hall and Senior Choirs
either there or in the Town Hall (using the magnificent
Steinway piano) depending on entries. Tuesday 14 March at
Chipping Norton School. 

Peter Hunt is running the wonderful Year 5 Singing
Workshop again which a number of local schools – St Mary's,
Holy Trinity, Middle Barton, Windrush Valley, Enstone and
Bledington – are attending in front of their families. The
Festival is very grateful to the Town Council for providing
them with a grant this year to fund this event. Master Classes

are planned for Senior Vocal, Piano and Brass. These are a
fantastic opportunity to have individual coaching from the
professional adjudicators. Visit the website www.cnmf.org.uk
for more information and tickets, which are also available
from Jaffé & Neale.

The Theatre

Panto Postscript
What a cracking panto! Robinson Crusoe was a sell-out from
the end of the school term to the last night – a total of 17,341
tickets, measuring 1.4 miles. Many famous faces were seen
amongst the audience, both returnees and first-timers.

Max Biddlestone, Deputy Front of House Manager,
provided some eye-boggling statistics:-

• The 91 shows provided 227 hours of pantomime
(though with the ad-libbing increasing towards the end
of the run one might add another hour or so)

• Ice creams were consumed in such quantities that they
outdid last year's extraordinary sales by 800 tubs

• 188 litres of mulled wine were consumed

• 1,456 hours of volunteering was needed by a record
number of ushers

• All reviews, whether national or local, awarded
Robinson Crusoe 5 or 4 stars

The children in the cast (collectively called The Pippins) put
on their own hilarious take on the panto in front of their
parents and the adult cast who sat in the stalls to watch. The
Pippins had everyone in fits of laughter with their excellent
stage presence and grasp of comedy. What's in store for the
next panto? Only time will tell.

Half-term workshops!
On Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 February The Theatre is

holding a two-day practical workshop, during which children
will participate in drama games, improvisations and devise a
play. They will learn how a performance is created from
scratch and experience the excitement of performing on a
professional stage to an audience of family and friends. 8-12
years. Bring lunch. Performance Tuesday at 3.45 pm. All Tickets
£50. For more information contact Box Office on 642340.   

Relaxed Film Screenings
Relaxed Screenings are open to all but have some changes
made to make the event more accessible to people who
might find a standard cinema screening challenging, including
those living with dementia and those with learning disabilities
and their carers. Familiarisation visits before the event date
can be arranged for those attending relaxed performances
and a Visual Story of The Theatre itself is available. On Monday

Craig Ogden: renowned classical guitarist & local resident
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20 February at 10.30 am, The Theatre is screening Meet Me in
St Louis. Tickets £5. Registered carers free. My Fair Lady will be
shown in March, and April in Paris in, well, April of course!

The Theatre is always looking for ways to make its
activities as accessible as possible for a group often under-
served in the Arts – those living with dementia and their
families. Alongside their range of existing activities, they are
interested in hearing more ideas on how to engage this
community and in talking to those already working in this
area. Please contact anne@chippingnortontheatre.com 

Local events
Local author writes ‘gripping
page-turner of a novel’. Jan Harvey
is an artist and writer based in the
Oxfordshire Cotswolds. In 2012 Jan
chose to move into a new career as an
author and won the Hummer Prize at
The Chipping Norton Music Festival
for her short story Five Minutes Ago.
She was spurred on to write a novella,
Duranius, and then her debut novel The
Seven Letters, which is being published
on 28 February. The novel has already
sold some 400 copies since its launch

in November 2016 and has received good reviews. Jan is
currently working on her third book, The French Apartment. All
three books are connected by the city of Paris.

Exhibition of the work of textiles artist Anne Kelly 2-
4pm Saturday 25 February at the Fibreworks studio in Middle
Row. Plus the chance to see the work produced by some of
the local students Anne’s taught over the past couple of years.

Live theatre at Churchill Village Hall. On Saturday 4
March at 7.30pm Heart of Oak Theatre Company presents
Hitting the Wall – a true story – by Matthew Warburton, as
seen at Birmingham Rep, Buxton Festival and Newcastle
Northern Stage Theatre. Wayne Soutter, a middle-aged father
of two, attempted to swim the sea-channel between the Mull
of Kintyre and Ireland. Cold seas, strong winds, treacherous
tides and 50 foot jellyfish. What could possibly go right?
Tickets £15 include wine and canapés which will be served at
7.30pm before the performance. More information on
658092 or email jumble1@gotadsl.co.uk

Children’s Book Illustrations by John Ericson is the
Cotswold Decorative & Fine Arts Society's lecture on
Wednesday 8 February at 11am with coffee/tea from
10.15am. Non-members are very welcome; no need to book
(suggested donation £10). 

18th Century English Porcelain by Anton Gabszewicz, a
Special Interest Day. Participants are invited to bring objects
for appraisal. 10.15am-3pm on Wednesday 22 February.
Booking essential – members £30, non-members £33,
including a light lunch. 

Both events take place at Bradwell Village Hall, near Burford
OX18 4XF. Email programme@cotswolddfas.org.uk to book
a place. For more information visit www.cotswolddfas.org

Handel's Messiah performed by the Burford Singers with
the Cotswold Chamber Orchestra, leader Kate Bailey.
Burford Singers: Soprano Robyn Allegra Parton, Mezzo

Soprano Angharrad Lyddon, Tenor James Oxley, Bass Jon
Stainsby, Bass and choir, conductor Brian Kay. 7.30pm Palm
Sunday, 9 April, Church of St John the Baptist, Church Green,
Burford OX18 4RY. Tickets: reserved at £23, £19 and £15,
unreserved £10. Postal booking (advised) from 18 February.
Telephone booking from 6 March on 01993 822412. Booking
in person from 20 March at The Madhatter Bookshop, 122
High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ. Full details and booking form
available on www.burfordsingers.org.uk

Local band Fiddlebop, playing hot jazz swing with gypsy
zing, can be heard at 7pm on Sunday 5 February at the Rose
& Crown, North Parade Avenue, Oxford, 01865 510551. Also
at 8pm on Saturday 11 February at The Bell Inn, High Street,
Moreton-in-Marsh, 651887. www.fiddlebop.org

Cameras in
the Sky at
The Oxford-
shire Museum,
Woodstock –
runs till 26
March. This
collection of
photographs
shows Oxford-
shire from
above, featuring town and country, special events, industry and
transport. The development of Oxfordshire, chronicled from
above by Aerofilms is history like no other! Admission free. More
information on 01993 811456 or visit
www.FriendsOfTom.co.uk  email FriendsOfTom@live.co.uk. 
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Cricket 
Alive and well in Chipping Norton 

A great Town tradition

Chipping Norton Cricket Club
was established in 1833 and is a
great asset to the Town for both
young and old. The ground is on
the Banbury Road, just past the
Garden Centre, and is a beautiful
setting to while away an afternoon
or evening – players and
spectators are always welcome.
The Club has achieved great
success in the last few years in
both leagues and cups whilst still
maintaining the attitude that the
game is to be enjoyed at every
level.

Fun for all ages – in
the sun!

The Club runs three senior teams: 1st XI in OCA Division 2,
2nd XI in Division 6 (both of whom normally play on a
Saturday) and a Sunday and mid-week friendly side. In the
Junior Section, there are age groups from Under 7 up to
Under 19 (boys and girls) and if you wander down to the
ground on a Friday evening in the summer the whole pitch is

covered with children having fun while their parents sit in the
sunshine outside the clubhouse for an end of week drink and

catch-up with friends. It is an idyllic
scene! See sports page for latest
on Youth cricket’

A game guaranteed
– come and join
New players of all abilities are

always welcome and you will be

guaranteed a game at a standard

that suits you. Perhaps you used to

be a demon bowler and haven’t

played since school or maybe you

are a 13 year old who is thinking

about taking up the game. Come

and give it a go! Anybody

interested in joining should email

rik.yapp@bt.com for more

information or look at the Club’s website –

www.pitchero.com/clubs/chippingnortoncricketclub for

contact details etc.

NB: This year’s Registration Day for both Youth & Senior
Players will be on Saturday 18 March, 10am-4pm at The
Clubhouse, Banbury Road, Chipping Norton.

Sunny days – the victorious team leaving the pitch in the
early evening sunshine
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The Vintage Sports-Car Club
The OId Post Office in Chipping Norton has

been home to the Vintage Sports-Car Club
(VSCC) since 1998. Established in 1934, the
VSCC is one of the most highly regarded
organisers of Pre-war and Historic

motorsport in the world, with almost 7,000
members worldwide, hosting over forty competitive events a
year for Pre-war car enthusiasts at venues the UK. 

A recognised Motor Sport Association (MSA) Motor
Club, Club Members can participate in activities including
circuit racing, speed hill climbs, sprints, driving tests, navigation
rallies, off-road trials and scenic tours with their Pre-war cars
and selected Pre-1961 Racing and Sports Racing Cars.
Despite the age of cars, the VSCC is undoubtedly one of the
most active car clubs in the UK. In addition to Club events,
Members enjoy many other benefits including a monthly
printed and digital Newsletter and award winning quarterly
Bulletin publication, discounted services with carefully
selected associates and dozens of local monthly pub meets
around the UK. 

Nine full-time members of staff work in the Club’s
headquarters, which also houses an extensive motoring
library and photographic archive, which is manned by local
Chipping Norton members every Wednesday. 

For more information about the Club see www.vscc.co.uk
Dave Salmon

Cricket
Youth Report: With Christmas and New Year behind us we
look forward to some sunshine and the cricket season. Well
done to Jake Brown, Elodie Brown and Lottie Oxton who have
made it through the County Pathway system to the Stream C
where they will trial for County Team places. Lottie is thrilled to
have been moved up to the U15's a year early! Well done also
to those players who tried but didn't quite succeed this year. The
standard is high and they will have gained valuable experience. 

The Youth Section has new officers and volunteers ready
to make this an excellent season for youngsters from the age
of 5 and at school up to age 18. But we still need someone to
volunteer as an U7's Coach for the increasing numbers
joining our friendly club. We also need more helpers on a
Friday evening once the season starts. It takes a lot of people
to run a large youth section like ours so please volunteer. It is
rewarding to see all these young players on club night, hoping
they will be the ones to continue into the Senior game.

Competitions will be entered for the U9's, U11's, U13's

and U15's and there are plans for local mixed competitions
for U15's and U17's and perhaps older. We will also be
encouraging those players with the ability and interest to play
either friendly senior Sunday cricket and club First and/or
Second Xl weekend games.

Registration Day is Saturday 18 March 10am-4pm. at The
Clubhouse, Banbury Road, Chipping Norton. This is for BOTH
Youth and Senior Players. Membership forms will be available.
Youth Membership is £35 plus £20 for each additional sibling.
Martin Berrill Sports will be there for the purchase of kit and
equipment. Anyone needing to register for DBS will also be
catered for. Orders will be taken for Club Green T/Shirts
(cost £10) which all players must wear on at Friday Club
sessions. Bring your cheque book and join the Club. If
numbers are oversubscribed preference will be given to those
who join on Registration Day and with a waiting list for the
rest. Please  bloxhamsue@aol.com for further information, to
volunteer in any way, or for a membership form if you are
unable to attend on 18 March Look forward to seeing you all.

Sue Powell

Monkey Dragon School of Karate
Big congratulations to our four new Black Belts 1st Dans. It
has taken a minimum of five years training and a lot of hard

work to obtain this grade. Pictured l-r Luke Morgan, Luke
Hillyard, Ben Dowling (joint chief instructor) Josh Jacobs and
Philip Davies. If you want to try Karate come to Chipping
Norton Leisure Centre, Thursday evenings 6-7pm (children)
and 7-8 pm (adults) or call 07472 789346 for details.

Swimming
Calling all swimmers – Swim-a-Fun on 1 April 2017
(no joke!)
Chipping Norton
Rotary Club is
holding its first
Swim-a-Fun on the morning of Saturday 1 April 2017, by the
kind agreement of the Chipping Norton Leisure Centre. It’s a
sponsored swimming event for all abilities and ages that aims
to raise funds for charity and to encourage healthy
community activity. Places are limited, so enter now! 

You can raise money for your own charities as well as
helping Rotary support the Lawrence Home Nursing Team
and the Rotary End Polio Now Fund. You need to be able to
swim at least one length of 25m as part of a team, just
complete an entry form and pay a £5 registration fee and say
what time you want to swim. If you don’t have a team, we will
offer a team for you to join. We want you to have fun and to
raise as much sponsorship money as possible. To find out
more, and to register online, go to www.chippyswim.com

Simon Hamilton

Julie Dowling
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4 Shires Swimming Club: The Club's main focus during
January and February is the Oxon and Bucks Counties which
go on till 15 February. So far, Megan Stockford and Rebecca
Hoadley have swum in the 800m freestyle with Rebecca
finishing in the top 10 out of 70 swimmers and one boys relay
team managing a top 10 finish.

In mid-January it will be the 400m freestyle – good luck
to Abby Chapman, Louis Bushby, Matthew Edmonds, Adam
Nash, Charlotte Oliver, Megan Stockford and Rebecca
Hoadley and also to the girls relay teams, competing later. All
the other individual swims take place in February.

The Club has also been welcomed in to the Chilterns
League which is very exciting and really brings out the team
spirit as there are lots of relays and the teams really cheer
everyone on. This league will take place on the 25 February,
18 March and 22 April.

We would like to welcome nine new swimmers to the
Club since Christmas and hope they settle in well.

At Kingham Hill School we have started the ASA
swimming levels 8-10 on Saturday mornings, a trial afternoon
for all ages was held there at the end of January and there are
trial evenings for disability swimmers on 2 and 23 February
and 30 March. Contact membership@4ssc.co.uk for details.

Philippa Upton

Football
CN Town FC: The First team had a successful December

and prior to the Christmas break progressed in the Junior
Shield with a convincing 2-1 win on 3 December against
Middle Barton, Aaron Witham and Andrew McCabe with the
goals. This was followed up with a 3-2 win in the League
against Coombe on the 10th, Brad Smith and Dan Bott twice
finding the net for the Magpies. On 17 December Chippy
were held to a scrappy 1-1 draw with Witney Royals, Sam
Jones being Chippy’s only goalscorer. January got off to bad
start with a 3-1 defeat to Hanborough in the Junior Shield,
Andrew Helby the scorer. Here’s hoping a hectic January, with
games coming thick and fast, will see Town bounce back with
their next game at Enstone against Minster Lovell.

Dominic Rickard

CN Swifts: U7 were unbeaten in December and so far in
January, and are hoping for another positive result in their
next match at Stonesfield. Recent results have been matched
by the players’ increased ability, application and confidence.
The boys now all have very smart tracksuit/training tops

courtesy of sponsorship from The Co-op, for which we are
very thankful.

U9 remain unbeaten in the League with just one narrow
defeat in the Cup. Two of close fought draws against a strong
Carterton side are followed this month by mouth-watering
ties against Deddington and Launton which always produce
exciting games. As you can see in the picture below, they are
rather happy with their achievements.

U10 have responded well to their new coach and are starting
to enjoy their first season of league football, winning 3 of the
last four games despite having the smallest squad in the
division. They are still on the lookout for more players to join
this great group of lads who are doing the Swifts family proud
this year.  Please call Martyn Walsh on 07775 696837 if you
would like to find out more about playing for the Swifts.

U8, U12, U13 and U16 have had little action over
Christmas so are currently very hard at work preparing for a
busy January and February, weather permitting. 

Martyn Walsh

CN Indoor Bowls Club
In the Men’s Wessex League, Chipping Norton faced their
usual tough start to the season with fixtures on the first two
Sundays in October producing a solitary point for Chipping
Norton. November, however saw victories which enabled
them to move up the League Table. The early December
match against Oxford & District brought an impressive 94 -
59 shot victory. The next contest in early January was against
Carterton, the strongest team in the County.

In the Oxford City & County Tens Mixed Competition
Chipping Norton ran out 5 – 0 winners against South Oxford.
The folowing match against Abingdon just before Christmas
was much tougher with several players being unavailable for
selection.

In Inter Club friendly matches the usual mixture of wins
and losses have seen the games played in good spirits, with
a new fixture against West Witney being particularly lively
and a notably rare win against Oxford City & County being
especially satisfactory. In the Saturday morning North
Oxfordshire Leagues, Blockley lead in one division whilst
Charlbury & Witney Town are level at the top in the other.
In the intra club Midweek Leagues Keith Hewitt’s
Pathfinders are the team to beat on Tuesday mornings, Alec
Shepherd’s Doubtfuls are proving difficult to dislodge on
Wednesday Evenings but John Benfield’s Friday evening
Barmen are now the only team over the 9 Leagues with a
100% record.

Bellway Homes have provided CN Town FC with new training
tops – pictured with players are Town Mayor, Mike Tysoe and

Lindsey Davenport of Bellway.
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Busy times ahead for Chippy stargazers
December’s meeting
brought CN Amateur
Astronomy Group’s
astronomical year to a
spectacular close with
over 100 members
and guests meeting in
Long Compton Village
Hall to listen to special
guest Prof Lucie
Green of University
College London,
BBC's The Sky At Night
and Stargazing Live,
who kept the audience
enthralled with her
expertise on the Sun. No sooner were the Christmas and
New Year celebrations over when we hit the ground running
with an excursion seeking out many dark sky objects
including Comet 45/P Honda–Mrkos–Pajdušáková and our
continued involvement with Oxford University Dept of
Astrophysics with a public event on 28 January. In the late
Autumn we were delighted to have been awarded a part grant
from Chipping Norton Town Council toward a dedicated
Solar Telescope which will greatly enhance our outreach work
– grateful thanks to CNTC. We hope to demonstrate the
telescope in the town centre soon.

February finds us at Brailes, Shipston on Stour and Great
Rissington Schools and on Monday 20th in the Methodist
Rooms, Chipping Norton where we welcome back
astronomer Mike Frost, Director of the Historical Section of
the BAA and Founder member of the Society for the History
of Astronomy. 7.30 for an 8pm start – everyone welcome.
Our busy March diary kicks off with evenings stargazing at
The Old Prison, Northleach and Kitebrook School – all
leading up to BBC’s Stargazing Live at the end of the March.
CNAAG will be hosting several SGLive events locally – visit
www.cnaag.com for details.

CNAAG is now in its 12th year and the steadily rising
membership proves that astronomy is a captivating interest
that can be pursued regardless of age or ability – all you need
are an inquisitive mind, a warm overcoat and an interest in the
star studded night sky. If you are that person or are looking
to take up a new interest, please email robin@cnaag.com.

Robin Smitten 

Flying train at the Railway Club
Our Festive meeting on 6 December welcomed the return of
Miles McNaire. His talk on ‘Emile Bachelet and the Flying Train’
was very different. I doubt many members had heard of him, I
certainly hadn’t. Born in France in 1863, he emigrated to
America in the 1880s, where he was an electrician. His first
discovery was in using the therapeutic qualities of magnetic
fields to treat Arthritis! Later in 1914, he was awarded a
patent for his ‘Levitating Transmitting Apparatus’, an invention
transferring mail and small packages on a cart, levitated above
a track of magnets. There followed the usual glass (or two) of
wine and hot mince pies, and our famous Christmas Raffle,
which made a goodly amount for the Club funds! 

There was no meeting in January and we meet again for
the new season at the Annual General Meeting on 7 February.

Following this, Reece Jenkins, an ex-railwayman, will talk about
‘Working the Royal Train in the South West’. Richard Stow has
again produced an interesting programme of speakers for
2017. We have the return of Frank Banfield on 4 April, with his
Heritage Transport Films and Michael Clemens in October
with more of his father’s 60s cine films. An interesting title for
the July meeting, from newcomer Mark Smith, is ‘The Man in
Seat 66!’ The Spring outing in May will be to the West
Somerset Railway in Minehead, but more of that later. 

Once again, there’s a warm invitation to join us on the
first Tuesday of the month in the Town Hall for an evening of
steam nostalgia, coupled with meeting new friends and
enjoying free tea or coffee with biscuits in the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Big birthdays for local Lions!
The Club enjoyed a varied and successful Christmas period:
more than 100 children came to visit Santa in his new grotto,
a hamper was won in our draw at the Co-op and we learned
that our Reindeer Race Night had achieved record financial
results. But this is the time of year for looking forward. Plans
are already underway for our Easter Egg draws and a Bingo
Night on 7 April, with ideas for new events being considered,
as 2017 marks not only the Club’s 30th birthday but the 100th

anniversary of Lions Clubs International, now the largest
service organisation in the world.

Our Club is proud that it helps the less fortunate and
the wider community: mobility scooters and defibrillators
are two examples. But if you know of an individual or a
group that you would like to put forward for consideration
for help, please let us know either via our website

Prof Green and CNAAG Member of
the Year Andy Smith with the new

Lunt Ha Solar Telescope part-funded
by a grant from Chipping Norton

Town Council 

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer

quality

products 

at

competitive

rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens
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(www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk) or by contacting
President Maz (07507 534566), Past President Rob (646003)
Secretary John Roxby (01993 831743) or any Lion. And if
your New Year resolution was to find out more about Lions
and even join, the same characters await your call!

John Roxby

Competition at Flower Club 
We started the year with a flourish and look forward to 23
February when Linda Seabrook will give a demonstration
entitled: Season’s Greetings. There will also be a competition
with the theme Celebration for members and visitors. We
meet in the lower Town Hall on the fourth Thursday of each
month: 7 for 7.30, new members and visitors always welcome.

Elaine Parsons

Yachting … ‘In the bleak midwinter’
We were
delighted to see
the article about
us in January’s
Yachting Monthly,
following YM’s
Dick Durham
recent talk. He
confessed to
being a bit
daunted by the
audience, which
included a mul-
tiple Sydney Hobart competitor, a circumnavigator or two,
Frisian Island explorers, and Sir Chay Blyth. 

We had our traditional Christmas quiz in December.
Unusually for us not all the questions were about boats and
the sea; some were about Chippy, to sort the true Chippyites
from the mere yachties; ‘in the bleak midwinter’ was half the
answer to another question…

The annual photo competition attracted plenty of entries,
of rusting hulks, sunsets, lighthouses, speeding hovercraft,
beautiful anchorages, and fine wakes behind far-sighted
helms(wo)men. The winning entry was an evocative shot of
The Strand – the drying channel between Colonsay and
Oronsay in the Inner Hebrides, pictured above.

We have an exciting programme of talks for 2017, to be
enjoyed as usual at The Cotswolds Hotel, who always serve us
a good meal. You don’t need to be a boat owner to be a
member – anyone with an interest in things maritime is most
welcome – please contact membership secretary
membership@cnyc.co.uk to find out more. For details of our
next talk, and to book your place, visit cnyc.co.uk

Roger Backhaus

UKIP Corner
I hope that Christmas brought all you would wish, and the
New Year is up to expectations. By now UKIP’s Witney
Branch will have held its AGM, so this may be the last time
I write as Chairman. However, my intention is to carry on
with the Corner, unless the new team wish me to stop.
Meanwhile, I will be happy to hear your views on how
Brexit is proceeding, particularly if you have changed your
opinion. It is a shame that the Courts have become
involved. If you recall, when the big question was being

debated it was decided that it would be a Binary choice, to
avoid confusion. It would take a huge change for me to
alter my view, which I have held since 1972, when I actually
agreed with both my Father and Grandfather to stay out of
the Common Market. Three generations of males actually
agreeing on something should have caused the world to
stop spinning! Oddly, our reasons were all different, related
to our own life experience. After some 40 odd years, those
reasons are just as valid today. My contact details remain
unchanged – UKIP.ChippingNorton@gmail.com, and I look
forward to hearing your comments as always.

Jim Stanley

Chippy Labour Party
On 8 December Chippy Labour Party hosted the
constituency Christmas Dinner. After an excellent meal at The
Chequers, the inevitable Raffle followed to raise valuable
funds for forthcoming elections. Our January Branch meeting
saw a good number of hardy souls turn out on a bitterly cold
night, undeterred by the forecast of heavy snow. Discussion
ranged over many topics, predominantly the impact of
continuing cuts in expenditure. There is particular concern
locally over the NHS and the future of the ACE Centre.

As usual we will meet at 7.45 on the second Thursday of
February at The Chequers. Non-members are welcome. To
lighten the mood on Friday 24 February we hold another
popular Quiz and Chips night – 7.30 at The Chequers. Bring a
team or come on your own.

For more information on our activities contact me, David
Heyes, at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

Sociable times at CNWI
Chipping Norton Women’s Institute’s Christmas party on
14 December was a very enjoyable event. With delicious
refreshments provided by everyone and plenty of time for
convivial chat over the teacups, the afternoon certainly
went with a swing. It concluded with an identity parade of
photographs of members when young which provided
much amusement, and even a little confusion! In January,
lunch at the Crown & Cushion celebrates the anniversary
of our WI’s formation in 1948, while on 8 February Peta
Simmons is to give a presentation about the history of the
Chipping Norton News, which should be an interesting trip
down memory lane. Visitors and new members are always
welcome to join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Quakers in action
Quaker monthly meetings are from 7.30-8.30pm in the lower
Town Hall on the first Wednesday of each month. Everyone is
welcome to these free meetings where we explore key issues,
share our experiences and spend 10-20 minutes in silent
worship. 

In December we discussed another example of what
Quakers do to put their values into practice. During World
War 1 and 2 people’s bodies were conscripted and forced
into war. But with the advent of nuclear weapons and
expensive high tech military hardware, it is increasingly our
money which is being forced into use to make wars. So
withholding taxes was a very real and contemporary issue for
those who conscientiously object to war.

On 1 February we will hear from Maria Huff from

The winner of CNYC’s Photo Competition
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which is work towards the Science badge.

Scouts: At the end of the Winter term the Scouts had a
bowling Christmas party in Banbury. This term they will visit
a local farm to see how milking is done, tackle the Mechanics
Activity badge and learn fitball and yoga. Anyone fancy
camping this month? Six Scouts will attend a circus-themed
Winter Camp at the end of January – thermals optional! 

Explorers: Eight new Explorers were invested at our last
meeting in December after we had delivered church
Christmas cards round Chippy. One of our new recruits
missed out as she spent Christmas in Australia with her family
but we will invest her at the first meeting of 2017. Our leader
Peach was also in Australia where he attended an
international scout camp over the festive season. Several of
the newbies as well as some old stalwarts helped decorate
and take down the town Christmas trees – see photo on
letters page 34. They greatly enjoyed the bacon butties
provided at The Chequers afterwards.

Local History Society and Museum 
Dr David Shirt, a trustee of the Rollright Stones, gave an
informative talk to a packed meeting of the History Society in
December on the ancient and modern history of the Stones.
The stones, made of Oolithic limestone, are up to 5,000 years
old and have given rise to many myths and legends. The 77
stones of the King’s Men have a similar layout to the stones at
Swinside in Cumbria, and were originally a complete circle.
The Whispering Knights dolmen is a Neolithic burial chamber,
part of a long barrow. In World War II the site was used as an
observer station and the trees in the circle were cut down.
The 2016 Autumn Moon Watch and Dark Sky Discovery
event was hosted at the Stones. 

Do come and join us for our next talk on the Medieval
Wall Paintings of St Mary’s Chalgrove on 13 February at
7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall. All are welcome.

Rob Brown

Chippy Ramblers dodge the rain!
We held our usual annual meeting in December to plan the
walks for the coming year, going for a short walk first up to
Over Norton and back – in lovely winter sunshine – and then
back to Heather’s for the meeting, followed by mince pies and
mulled wine. In January we were due to walk on New Year’s
Day but as heavy rain was forecast, we – unusually –
postponed it until the next day and were rewarded with a
lovely bright day. So we greatly enjoyed walking through the
Glympton and Kiddington estates, admiring the beautiful
parkland and lake. How lucky we are that our footpaths go
through such lovely scenery! We meet on the first Sunday of
the month in the New Street car park at 1.30pm, get into 2
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Banbury Quaker Meeting, about the three months she spent
recently in Palestine as an ecumenical observer. The role
involves being with everyday Palestinians bearing witness to
what they experience to ensure they receive treatment in
accordance with international law,. On 1 March the Charlbury
Refugee Action Group (CRAG) will describe how they
support refugees in Europe and the UK by raising funds,
medical supplies, clothing and food and distributing them to
various charitable organisations providing hands-on support. 

Ian Cave

Methodist Knitting Group
2016 was a very successful year – we knitted a variety of
things including items for shoeboxes, Syrian refugees,
jumpers for ‘fish and chip babies’ in the developing world,
Twiddlemuffs for people with dementia, hats and blankets
for the Silver Star ward at the JR, hats gloves and scarves for
the Samaritans and Christmas tree decorations for sale. We
are very grateful to all our knitters, and to those who
donated wool, knitting needles and buckle and bows for the
twiddlemuffs. We are looking forward to another great year
and as part of this we will be holding a Knitting Service at
Chippy Methodist Church on Sunday 19 February at 11am
led by Martin Hannant – all are welcome, knitters or not.
Please call into our coffee mornings on Wednesdays 9.30 to
11.30 to find out more. Many thanks to all our supporters.

Elaine Parsons

Scouting update
Woodpecker Colony: We started the year with a visit to
Chipping Norton Library to explore its fantastic books, and
to see what else it offers. We spent time on the computers
researching Beaver groups around the world and hope to
forge links with pen pals. We also visited the Town Hall to
learn more about the Town’s rich history. Thank you to Sally
Moore, Library Manager and Mayor Mike Tysoe. We welcomed
nine Beavers to our Colony too, and look forward to an
exciting Spring Programme.

Cubs: The Cubs were very busy before Christmas: they made
lanterns and took part in the lantern parade in the shopping
evening. They also sang carols for the residents of Penhurst
Gardens and had their own Christmas party. Cubs have been
testing different liquids to see if they are acid, alkali or neutral

Investiture of new Explorers in December 

TAXI
CALL DEAN ON 

07492 300 001
ALL LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

JOURNEYS

GATWICK FROM £110

HEATHROW FROM £80

BIRMINGHAM FROM £60

I am the cheapest in the area
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or 3 cars and make for the start of the walk. We generally
walk at a leisurely pace for a couple of hours and new
members are always very welcome. Please contact Heather
Leonard (643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or to
me (jennyharrington@btinternet.com) for further details.

Jenny Harrington 

Rotary Club – what’s happening?
Purple 4 Polio Campaign Look out for purple, the colour
of Rotary’s campaign to rid the world of polio. Thirty years
ago, the lack of a known cure for this highly contagious,
terrible disease, prompted Rotary to begin its global
vaccination project. Today, polio is on the verge of eradication
throughout the world. 

See also Sports Page 21 for the Rotary Swim-a-Fun
fundraising event on 1 April.

Join Rotary…Join Rotary…Join Rotary The Rotary Club
of Chipping Norton is shrinking and we need new members
if we are to survive and support those in need locally,
nationally and internationally. Are you someone who wants to
give something back to society and would like to be part of a
team who raises money for good causes as well as mucking in
to help those in need? If so, come along to meet the local
Rotary Club at the Crown & Cushion at 7.15 on the first or
third Monday in the month and join us for a meal. Become
part of a team who are part of an international organisation
that does miracles. Talk to us and find out how. For more
information, please contact Simon on 0789 6326149 or Annie
on 07881 958437 or e-mail Chipping Norton Rotary via its
website www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk.

Cocktails with WOWI
West Oxfordshire Women’s Institute would like to wish
everyone a very Happy New Year. We had a wonderful

Christmas meal at Whistlers – thank you to Richard and Jane
Main and their staff. All 29 of us dressed up and someone
pointed out that our members range from 27 to 86 in age!!

We have a varied programme for 2017 and would love to
see anyone interested in meeting a very friendly group. We
have staff from the Cotswold Distillery coming to make
cocktails to dispel the January blues. We meet every third
Monday of the Month at 7.30pm in St Mary's Parish Rooms. 

Hilary Dix 646228

Green Gym at Highlands 
We have worked at a variety of sites in the last month or so:
cutting back blackthorn at the William Fowler wood in Chippy
and at the BBOWT nature reserve beyond Glyme Farm, then
clearing bramble at the Millennium Wood in Kingham and
removing ivy in Chippy churchyard. Just before Christmas we
visited a new venue, Highlands Day Centre, to tackle the
overgrown part of their back garden. And we greatly
appreciated the home-made cakes that the manager so kindly
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provided at coffee time! Finally we did our annual job of
tidying our tool store and oiling & sharpening the tools, then
over to the Old Mill Café for a festive Christmas lunch!

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning.
New members welcome! – to get fit and enjoy good company
while caring for the local environment. There are jobs for all
ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts may be
available. Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington 643269

Amnesty look to busy 2017
Thank you to everyone who has supported our group during
2016. Politically, 2017 will be a year of great change here in the
UK and abroad; every Amnesty Group will be busy doing what
they can to keep Human Rights at the forefront of political
agendas. Locally we have a new Member of Parliament, Robert
Courts, and we have arranged to meet him near the end of
February to learn of his views and aims.

Throughout the year we will be inviting various speakers
to some of our meetings, writing to those worldwide who are
incarcerated because of their human rights views, and
supporting Amnesty International in many ways, all with the
common goal of helping to improve the lives of those
oppressed, as well as fundraising for them.

You are all very welcome to come to any of our meetings
to meet us and learn how we achieve all this. Our next
meeting is 7.30 Thursday 9 February in the Lower Town Hall.
Call Priscilla Peace for details on 01451 830459

Kaye Freeman

Folk Club – new year, new venue!
It was a perfect tonic for a rainy January night to step into the
welcoming Artyard Café and enjoy the excellent music and
buzz of a Chippy Folk Club evening. We are so grateful to the
Artyard Café in Enstone for making us so welcome, and we
can thoroughly recommend the wonderful ambiance, beer,
coffee and food on offer. It was great to see old friends and
new faces – coming from as far afield as Finstock and Florida!
The songs were uplifting and toe-tappingly good – one local
said he couldn’t believe the high quality music that was there
on his doorstep. So come and give it a go – all are welcome.
After much searching to find a suitable pub in Chippy, we are
expecting that this will be our new regular venue and hope
our Chippy regulars will make the trip to Enstone – it’s well
signed, and has lots of car parking and a bus stop nearby.

Chippy Folk Club meets on the second Monday of every
month at the Artyard Café, Oxford Rd, Enstone OX7 4NF.
Come and play, sing, recite or listen. £1.50 on the door. Next
meeting 13 February 8pm. For more information visit
www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk or www.artyardcafe.uk

Rachel Chai

Awards for the ATC
136 Sqn had cause to celebrate local success at the THRIVE
awards evening at RAF Benson in December. These awards
recognise the achievement of individuals who support Air
Cadets in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. The 33 award winners
included Chippy’s Cadet Sgt Hall who received the
Commandant’s Certificate of Good Service, while Warrant
Officer Pick was awarded the Commandant’s Commendation
of Meritorious Service. If you are between 13 and 17 and

interested in becoming an Air Cadet or joining the team of
adult volunteers visit www.136atc.com, or email
136@aircadets.org to find out more. 

NOOG – tips for healthy soil
On Wednesday 1
February, soil
scientist Lois
Philips will start
our year off by
inspiring us to
‘Feed the soil the
organic way –
improving soil
with compost
and green

manures’. She’ll also share her enthusiasm for appreciating the
soil as a wonderfully diverse habitat. Batsford Arboretum
(pictured above), just outside Moreton-in-Marsh, is now home
to one of the finest botanical collections in the country. On
Wednesday 1 March, Sue Burn will tell us about its beginnings
in the 17th century and development by Lord Redesdale
(grandfather to the Mitford sisters) through to the latest
restoration. 

Do join us. We meet at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms,
Chipping Norton. Visitors are always welcome (visitors £3,
members £1). For enquiries about North Oxon Organic
Gardeners please contact tracylean@gmail.com, 01295
780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Rollercoaster at the Bridge Club
The game of Bridge is still fighting, in the law courts and
elsewhere, for recognition as a sport. It clearly lacks the
physical dimension of obvious sports like beagling and
pickleball, but in terms of stimulus and competitiveness it is a
match for them all.

At the end of Tuesday evening’s three-hour session,
members are reeling from a roller-coaster ride of sensations.
Heading for home, they would rather dwell on that skilful
slam, but the pesky no-trump contract that went badly
wrong may yet haunt their night. The Club’s other weekly
session, held on Thursday afternoons, is more relaxed and a
comfortable introduction to duplicate. The Town’s Bowls
Club is our venue and there is also an annual dinner,
subsidised and excellent, held this year on 24 January. For all
enquiries, email: timpson686@btinternet.com.

Rupert Timpson

Bees, honey and Dahalias ... 
The first meeting of the New Year for Chipping Norton
Horticultural Association proved to be a very successful
evening.  About 50 members and friends listened in awe, while
member, Paul Embden gave an illustrated talk on Bees and
Honey. Paul is a very keen bee-keeper and told us of his first
hand experiences working with his bees – bringing along a
beehive to show the inside and pictures of the life cycle of a
bee – all the hard work it takes for a bee to pollinate our food
and a make honey.

The meeting on 15 February in the Methodist Church
Hall at 7.30pm will be looking forward to the flowering
season. Dennis and Richard West from Witney will speak
about Dahlias. Visitors always welcome – more details on
www.cnha.uk or the secretary Eileen Forse on 643275.

CLUB NEWS



28

Chipping Norton School
EU Mock Council: Sixth Form students Holly and Louisa

Oliver-Hall were
selected to rep-
resent Luxem-
bourg at this
year’s Mock EU
Council at The
Foreign Office.
The students
were required to
carry out
detailed research
into Luxem-

bourg’s standpoint on two issues (Erasmus+, the EU student
exchange programme, and the European Arrest Warrant) and
to liaise closely with the students representing Belgium and
The Netherlands, two countries with similar views to
Luxembourg, in order to strengthen and gain support for
their argument. Holly and Louisa commented, ‘Overall, the
event was a great experience that allowed us to develop skills
in research and public speaking as well as finding out a bit
more about the EU, Brexit and the bigger picture surrounding
June’s controversial referendum result’.

Sixth Form Christmas Jumper Fun! In support of the
Save The Children National Christmas Jumper fundraising
event, sixth formers donned their festive knitwear on the last
day of term and raised £104 for the charity. . 

CNPS News: 32 Year 4 & 5 Partnership pupils attended an
Able Gifted &
Talented English
Workshop on
The Tempest.
Mrs Duffy and
Mr Gent gave a
short overview
of the story and
the characters
of the play.
During the
workshop the
children decided on a scene and wrote a short piece in their
groups. They then performed to each other. The workshop
was lots of fun and the children all went home feeling they
had learnt a lot about the characters and story of one of
Shakespeare’s most famous plays.

Year 3 & 4 pupils
from Hook Norton,
St Mary’s, Great
Rollright, Great Tew
and Chadlington
Primary Partnership
Schools took part in
the Ball Skills
Festival led by Mrs
Phillips and our Year

11 Sports Leaders. The children were split into countries and
after a long warm-up session, involving throwing and catching
games, the children took part in the Bench Ball Festival. The
‘Italy’ team (made up of pupils from Hook Norton, Kingham

and St Mary’s Primary Schools) were the overall winners. The
enthusiasm and effort shown by all the teams was
overwhelming and the Year 11 students were very impressed

Sports News: Huge congratulations to the U13 girls football
team who have
been crowned
West Oxfordshire
Champions after
beating a very
strong team from
Henry Box School
in Witney. 

The effort
and determination
shown by the girls
gained them a 1-0
win. They now
progress to the School Games finals in April.

Our U19 Boys Rugby team matched the girls’ success by
winning the district final. The match was fiercely contested
with Burford School. The teams were drawn at 5-5 at halftime
but in the second half Chipping Norton came into their own
and secured a 10-5 win. This was a poignant moment for the
Year 13s as it was their final game representing the School
and for the Year 12s and 11s it was their first ever final, making
a win even more momentous. The team look forward to
competing in the County Cup later this month.

Forthcoming event: On Saturday 25 February the Chipping
Norton School Chamber Ensemble will be performing in aid
of The Oxford Children’s Hospital at The Methodist Church.
The concert starts at 11am with tickets costing only £3 – a
great way to start a weekend!

SCHOOL  NEWS



time sports activities at the cost of £15 per day which equates
to good quality childcare at a reasonable price. More
importantly the children can enjoy days of high quality sports
tuition and the development of a healthy life style throughout
the school holidays. 

Holy Trinity Primary 
Back to School! We returned to school well rested after
the Christmas celebrations. The whole school attended Mass
for Epiphany on Friday 6 January which the children in Year 5
helped to lead. We would like to thank our PTA for all their
support and hard work. Due to their generosity, the children
were able to attend the annual pantomime at the Chipping
Norton Theatre. Many said this was the best pantomime they
had seen. 

Christmas Performances: Audiences were wowed by the
fantastic singing
and acting in the
Reception Class
performance of
‘Mary’s Knitting’
and in Key Stage
1’s performance
of ‘Hosanna
Rock’. All the
teachers’ and
students’ hard

work really
paid off,
resulting in
performances
they could be
proud of. The
Key Stage 2
Carol Service
provided a
beautiful after-
noon and
evening. The
church looked magnificent by candlelight and the children’s
voices soared to the rooftops. We would like to thank all who
attended the performances for their generosity. Over the
three performances we raised over £800, which will be
shared with The Lawrence Nursing Team and Katharine
House Hospice.

Christmas Fayre:Thank you to all who supported us at the
PTA Christmas Fayre. There was a huge selection of stalls
filling the hall and several of the classrooms. It was a
wonderful evening and raised a fantastic £800. 

Teams4U – Christmas Shoebox Appeal: A huge thank
you for all the support with the Christmas Shoebox Appeal.
We were able to send 60 boxes to Eastern Europe. We are
looking forward to Mr Hannant coming into school to talk to
the children about the Appeal and where the boxes were
distributed.

Memorable Assemblies: Year 3 performed a fantastic
Christingle assembly in December. All the other classes and
Year 3 parents were impressed by their clear speaking and
beautiful singing. It was a wonderful sight to see all the
Christingles lit on stage. When we returned to school, the

St Mary’s Primary
Singing Club: The School Singing Club has had a busy and
rewarding time over the last few weeks. We held a community
coffee morning where we hosted and sang to groups of local

people ranging from the age of three to somewhere in the
nineties! We sang during the Town’s Christmas in Chippy
evening, at the Christmas Tree Festival at the Methodist
Church and at Southerndown. It has been lovely to see the
enjoyment that the children have brought to their varied
audiences. We are looking forward now to mastering a new
repertoire of songs in time for the Chipping Norton Town
Festival, visits to care homes and further community events. 

The Friends: The Friends of
St Mary’s C of E Primary
School held their annual
Christmas bazaar at the Town
Hall back in December. The
hall was brought to life with
Christmas lights, music and
decorations. There were over
20 stalls full of games, craft for
the children, face painting,
cakes and even a human fruit
machine! So much fun was
had by all and over £2,000
was raised for the School. The
Friends of St Mary’s would

like to give huge thanks to all those that helped in any way
shape or form. Without those very special people, events like
this just wouldn’t happen.

Key Stage 1: On
Monday 9 January the
children in KS1 took
part in a launch lesson
to introduce their new
topic for Term 3. The
children enjoyed
making models of Tudor
houses, painted pictures
of flames and thinking
of questions that they
want answered about
The Great Fire of
London. 

The children in Key Stage One are excited this term
about their new style of outdoor learning lessons. The School
has employed Mr Thorne as a PE coach, after-school club
leader and as a fully qualified coach to lead outdoor learning
sessions. The session will include den building, fire building,
cooking and foraging. Mr Thorne will also be providing holiday
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Year 2 children presented an assembly about Epiphany. They
used drama, songs and prayers to tell the story.

Choir: Radio Oxford recorded many Oxfordshire school
choirs singing carols, to air during December. We were so
proud of our school, who sang beautifully. It was lovely to hear
so many school choirs from all over Oxfordshire. The choir

made their annual visit to Henry Cornish Care Centre to sing
carols to the residents and also sang carols at the Co-op. The
shoppers were very generous as they donated over £100,
which will be given to our chosen charities, The Lawrence
Nursing Team and Katharine House Hospice.

Year 3 Dance Workshop:Year 3 had a great afternoon with
the Year 12 Sports Leaders from Chipping Norton Academy.
This year the topic was Disney films. Our children especially
enjoyed acting out scenes from the Lion King.

30

SCHOOL NEWS

Chadlington Primary 
OFSTED Inspection: The School underwent an OFSTED
inspection before Christmas, the first under the new criteria
and are thrilled to report that the School was judged to be
‘good and continuing to improve with many areas of
outstanding provision’. Our Head was given particular praise
for her ‘innovative, outstanding, exciting and accessible
curriculum provision’ and OFSTED would like to use the
school's teaching of the STEM subjects as a national example
of excellence. A huge well done to the whole School for such
a glowing report.

Royal Opera House Trip: The School visited the Royal
Opera House before Christmas to see The Nutcracker Suite.
The children were entranced with the splendour of the
theatre's architecture and being seated so close to the
orchestra was such a treat for the children.

Stained Glass Window Project: January sees the
beginning of our exciting
Stained Glass Window
Project. There are trips
to Coventry Cathedral
and Christ Church in
Oxford planned, as the
children study the
stained glass in these
wonderful buildings. The
new stained glass will
cover our long Victorian
window in the School
Hall and will depict the
School's values of 'Let
your light shine: imagine,
believe, achieve'. Below is
a beautiful piece of
artwork that one of our talented Governors has produced on
this theme, which will hang above our old fireplace in the hall. 

Kingham Primary 
We are now well into the swing of the term and the new
creative topics for each phase of school.

The reception children have been looking at the
character Elmer, as they have been daubing in their topic: ‘A
Splash of Colour’ and learning about what makes us different.

Years 1 and 2 are travelling ‘Around the World in 63 days’
with 7 of the greatest explorers as they visit the seven
continents. During each stop they will look at the culture,
famous landmarks and the explorer’s journey.

In Years 3 and 4 is the topic ‘Creative Greats’, with Year 3
focusing on Roald Dahl. A spy, ace fighter pilot, chocolate
historian and a medical inventor. The ‘greats’ in Year 4 are the
author Philip Pullman, the designer William Morris and
another famous William. His Dark Materials is the final topic
across the Year groups 5 and 6, based around the Northern
Lights by Philip Pullman. An extraordinary journey that travels
to the heart of the frozen lands of the Arctic – the destiny
that awaits will have immeasurable consequences far beyond
one world!

As a school we are collecting the Sainsbury’s ActiveKids
vouchers and would welcome contributions from the family
and friends of our pupils.
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Bledington Primary 
Our new year has commenced with a whole school Bird
Watch. The children are finding out about how birds survive
in the wild and what we can do to help them. 

Class topics are as follows: Yellow class, Space and Aliens;
Red class, Under the Sea; Blue class, Survival of the fittest;
Green class Crime and Punishment. Green class are looking
forward to a grisly, gruesome workshop to further their
learning about this subject! Blue class have recently been
visited by The Greeks and spent a day learning about life in
Ancient Greece, Greek myths and warfare. All very exciting!

From 6-10 February we are running an internet safety
week to raise awareness of the dangers and concerns. CEOPs
sessions will be delivered by the police and a special session
for parents will be held from 2.45-3.15 on Tuesday 7 February.

Our School Council (pictured here) are planning a

Fairtrade Hot Chocolate Café which will pop up during
Fairtrade Fortnight. They are currently producing posters and
costings to advertise this to their peers.

For more information please look at our website
www.bledington.gloucs.sch.uk . We welcome visitors to our
school. Please call 658388.

Acorns Primary 
Dodgeball Winners: Following on from winning the
Shipston Cluster
Tchoukball tourn-
ament, Acorns
Primary have won
the Dodgeball
tournament, held
at Shipston High
School. Con-
gratulations to the
players and to our
sports coach, Matt Williams for continued sporting success.

Blast Off: Class 3 had an inspirational day exploring rocketry,
chemistry, laws of motion and design technology. After having
designed their own rockets, pupils were tasked with
constructing a rocket that could actually fly. On Monday 12
December (Launch Day!), in two groups, pupils visited Aunt
Phoebe's Recreation Ground to put their designs to the test!
It was great fun and the children certainly learnt a lot. We are
hoping to have another rocket day later in the school year, so
that the children can refine their designs after their
evaluations of their first attempts. To finish off the testing, Mr
Young launched a model rocket which flew in excess of 100m
and descended on a parachute much to the children's delight.

(Unfortunately the rocket then landed in a tree!) A great day
had by all! 

Middle Barton Primary
Middle Barton School
are delighted to be the
proud owners of a
new national award,
achieved at the end of
last term, The VbE  –
Values Based
Education Award –
recognises the contri-
bution and dedication
our school has shown,
to using key values to
promote a happy, thriving environment in which children can
learn. Our school has a value for each half-term which
becomes a theme for assemblies and links to teaching and
learning. These values include determination, challenge, being
the best you can be, confidence, love, friendship, to name but
a few. A Values based assessor spent the day at our school.
Her final report is glowing and the final paragraph sums up:
‘Middle Barton is a school which has undergone a total
transformation over the last three years. Jane Tailby had the
vision to drive forward the introduction of Values-based
Education and has gathered a dedicated and enthusiastic team
around her. She saw that there were areas of deep need,
despite the OFSTED grading of “good” and has succeeded in
improving behaviour and wellbeing beyond recognition. All
stakeholders are totally committed to further developing and

K J Millard Ltd
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deepening Values Based Education. At Middle Barton School,
every child and every adult is truly valued.

ACE Centre Nursery School
At the ACE Centre Nursery School we celebrate and

encourage the many
inspired questions that
our three and four year-
old children ask.
Sometimes a simple
thought becomes a term-
long inquiry. Two such
questions this year have
been ‘Why do the leaves
turn yellow?’ and ‘How do
animals stay safe during
the winter?’ Last month

the children found a new direction to explore when
Firefighter James Harris and his full time Fire Officers visited
the ACE Nursery School. The firefighters made an impressive
entrance, then quickly got down to the children’s level and
engaged with them, encouraging everyone to think and say
what they knew about the Fire and Rescue Service. We tried
out the breathing apparatus and safety uniform; had guided
tours of the Fire Engine (‘appliance’); and finally, discovered
just how powerful the water jet from the hosepipe is, by
aiming it at some road cones a long way away and knocking
them over.

So, ‘How does a person keep themselves safe?’ and ‘Who
are the people who help us?’ are vital and far reaching
investigations now underway. As expressed by one member of
red group ‘I want a policeman to come next.’ 

Kingham Hill School
In the lead up to
Christmas the
Kingham Hill
School choir had a
brilliant time
visiting the local
community to
spread some
Christmas cheer.
Pupils started their
festive tour with
an appearance on Kat Orman's BBC Radio Oxford show as
they joined her on air to sing two much loved winter classics.
Our pupils, ranging from Year 9 to 13, sang Silent Night and
Ding Dong Merrily on High to kick off Kat's show. Head of
Music, Mr Chambers, along with pupils Abbey and Luigi were
invited to speak on air about the hard work the choir have
done over the past year. They also spoke about their plans and
family traditions they look forward to during Advent. The
choir are pictured singing in Chipping Norton market square
where a number of smiling local residents stopped to enjoy
the beautiful performance and even joined in! The choir later
joined the local community to celebrate the festive season at
the Town’s Christmas in Chippy event by singing some classic
carols for shoppers. To finish its community carolling the choir
visited Kingham nursing home, Langston to sing some festive
favourites including, We Wish You a Merry Christmas, Hark! The

Herald Angels and Jingle Bells with some excellent singing and
sleigh bell accompaniment from the residents.

Sibford School 
Unidentified Flying Object Crash Lands at School: A
strange flying saucer-like craft
has landed in the grounds of
Sibford School in January.
Children returned after the
Christmas break to discover
that an unidentified flying
object had crashed into their
Forest School area. By the
time the children arrived, the
scene of the crash had been
cordoned off with police tape
and investigations are on-
going as to how and why the
space ship came to land at
Sibford. Junior School Head, Edward Rossiter said, ‘ To say the
children were surprised would be an understatement! We had
received reports of strange sounds and flashes being seen in
the sky overnight but the scene at the crash site and the size
of the craft was incredible and really left the children in awe.’
Traditionally, Sibford Junior School marks the first half of the
Spring Term with a creative curriculum where by all lessons
are based around a central theme. In the past, topics have
included Beneath the Waves and The Rainforest and, as luck
would have it, the theme for 2017 is Out of this World! Said
Edward Rossiter, ‘I suspect it will take the children a good five
weeks to really get to the bottom of what happened here!’
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Changes to NHS services
National news and the start of NHS Oxfordshire’s big consultations
on future plans (see Page 2), are already provoking concerns in
Chipping Norton about our health and care services.

Chippy’s NHS wake-up call
This is a wake-up call to the people of Chipping Norton &
District!!! We, the League of Friends of
Chipping Norton War Memorial
Community Hospital, have always been
well supported by local residents and
have had a Community Hospital to be
proud of, with a midwife-led Maternity
Unit, earning the  ‘beacon site’
accolade. The Friends are proud to
have provided equipment which the
Hospital and Maternity Unit could not
afford, enhancing the service for the
people of Chippy. However, ‘Times
they are a-changing’ and since re-location to the new site we
have seen the gradual erosion of once superlative services in our
rural corner of Oxfordshire – our Intermediate sub-acute care
beds are now out of the NHS and managed by the Orders of St
John, who specialise in Care Homes. 

Our amazing maternity unit (now the Cotswold Birth
Centre) is in possible danger. It is already experiencing a drop
in births, following closure of the Consultant Unit at the
Horton, now a Midwife led unit too, but with a shorter
transfer time to Oxford, should a consultant be required. Our
Birth Centre may struggle to keep up its numbers –
potentially leaving Chippy without maternity services!! We
also have a gold star First Aid Unit – but not secure beyond
March 2018. Our outpatient clinics seem secure – but for
how long? As I consider our position geographically, I wonder
about ‘rural deprivation’. ‘The Big Consultation’ is our
opportunity, in this northern outpost, to ensure that we
maintain the Health and Care services we deserve as
taxpayers. Note that for Chipping Norton’s 2 Feb meeting
one must book to attend – and a daytime meeting is hardly
convenient for any workers!! Chipping Norton – please
ensure you read the proposals on
www.oxonhealthcaretransformation.nhs.uk We do not want
to lose any more services.

Jo Graves – Chairman, League of Friends

CN Community Hospital – Last chance
Chipping Norton Hospital Action Group wishes to express
its dismay and disgust at the consultation proposals of the
Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group which seemed
designed to minimise public participation. It is a farce. At a
meeting with OCCG and our MP Robert Courts on 6 January
HAG and Cllr H Biles expressly asked that the Chipping

Norton meeting be held no earlier than mid-
February to allow time to publicise the event.
OCCG ignored this and planned its meeting
for 2 February. We are now working with
Robert and Cllr Biles to organise another
meeting at a later date (see MP’s comments
Page 2 – Ed)

This ‘first phase’ will focus mainly on
Maternity (including in Chipping Norton).
Don’t let them close it. Chipping Norton can
be an isolated place and we are life threatening
distances from other hospitals. We need a

stand-alone fully functioning Community Hospital as
promised by PCT after its consultation. Chipping Norton is a
special case because of its location. The Action Group is
urging everyone to attend these consultation meetings. Tell
the OCCG we must keep our services. Oppose their cuts. If
you do not fight now our children and grandchildren will
suffer. Fight for them.

Clive Hill – Secretary, CN Hospital Action Group

Support our First Aid Unit
A word of support for the First Aid Unit run by paramedics at
the Hospital, following your recent article. Following a fall 6
weeks ago I made a bit of a mess of my toe, decided to visit
the Unit for some treatment and was seen, treated and out
within 20 mins. The service was professional, caring and
friendly. I have discovered since that many people do not know
about the Unit, so maybe through the News I could mention
that it operates 5-9pm on Weekdays, and 10am to 9pm on
weekends and Bank Holidays. If we were to lose this service it
would be a great loss to the Town and surrounding villages.

Joy Fisher

(In November last year the i newspaper carried a very
complimentary article about the Unit – just Google Meet
Gary and Georgette: the specialist paramedics)

Hospital path – fingers crossed!
I adopted a different tack on lack of progress with the
Aldi/Hospital pathway! The sign by the path suggests inquiries
should be directed to the help line. So I called the right
number (NB it’s 03453 101111) and queried the unfinished
path being built by the County Council but now derelict and
certainly not open nor near complete. My details were all
taken and a cheery voice answered my call and took my
details anyway without a hint of stress. I’ve now had a helpful
email saying ‘a new footway should be installed within the
next 6 weeks’. I was wondering whether more people, just in
case OCC are still wavering, could ring the line and ask the
same thing….. small pieces of sand technique……  

John Osmond

Poppy Appeal success
The Royal British Legion in Chipping Norton had another
successful Poppy Appeal in October and November, raising
£12,473 to date towards supporting our Armed Forces

Flower Vandals
Some of you may have noticed that the
flowers in the Church porch didn't look
very good over Christmas. Having taken
great pleasure in providing the flowers
and decorating the porch for many
years, it was a great disappoint this year

to have them vandalised as soon as they were done. The
heads were pulled off the flowers and the decorations
smashed to pieces. I presume that the youths who did this
got some pleasure from it. I would very much like to hear
from them. Maybe they would like to pay for the flowers
or replace the decorations they tore to pieces.

Cicely Maunder

on the SoAPBoX
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community. We would like to thank everyone who gave so
generously. We would also like to thank everyone who helped
with the collecting, all the outlets that had collecting tins, and
to the Co-op, Aldi and Sainsbury's for allowing our collectors
in their stores and looking after them whilst they were there.
A special mention in despatches for Caffè Nero who not only
had a tin, but very generously supplied our collectors in the
Town with free drinks on one very cold Saturday and one very
wet Saturday. Chipping Norton School, Holy Trinity and St
Mary's Primary School all collected record amounts. Thanks go
to all the students and staff at our three schools. If you would
like to help in any way this year or would like a tin in your shop
or business please contact Steve Kingsford on 01295 780558.

Steve Kingsford

Support for the Food Bank
A very big thank you to the manager and staff at the Co-op
for coming to the rescue of the Christmas Food Bank at the
last minute when Sainsbury’s suddenly withdrew their
support. The generosity of the Co-op customers and the
management who donated to the Food Bank was unbelievable
and I am sure very much appreciated by those who benefited
over the Christmas period. We enjoyed the experience of
collecting in the Co-op store and hope to be welcomed back
in the future. This was a great example of care in the
community. The Food Bank is ongoing all year round so please
carry on donating. Once again thank you to all who gave so
willingly over the festive season.

Cicely Maunder, Joe Johnson & the food bank team

Upper deck for New Street car park?
Recent News issues discussed the Town’s development plans
and the likely impact on the Town and its parking. Every time
I go into the lower part of the New Street long term car park
it strikes me how easy it should be to put an upper deck on
it and add spaces. Imaginatively done the environmental
impact to the neighbourhood could be minimized. Maybe you
can publish this idea and canvass others.

John Moulson
(What do you think? A campaign to WODC on parking? Ed).

Missing the vegetable shop
As others will have noticed, the Vegtotable shop in Hitchman
Mews has been closed since late September. A notice was out
on the door at that time, which has long since disappeared,
and there has been no sign of any activity at the shop for
more than three months now. Has the shop closed

permanently, moved to another location, or are there any
plans to re-open, either in Hitchman mews or elsewhere?

Michael Goscombe

Thanks for Christmas tree help
A very big thank you to all who helped with the Town’s
Christmas trees. Thanks to Peta Simmons who stood in for
me when they went up. Thanks to those who tied on and took
off the lights and those who took out and brought back the

trees. A special thanks to the Chipping Norton Explorer
Scouts (pictured) – everyone was a credit to their unit.
Thanks to the Town Council’s contractors for putting the
trees up and bringing them down, and to Richard for
transporting them. Also thanks to Martin Jarratt for organising
their purchase and delivery. Lastly, thanks to Terry at the Town
Hall for all of his help. On behalf of the Town, thank you all.

Pat Lake

Unwanted tools for a good cause
There's a UK charity ‘Tools With A Mission’ (TWAM) which
refurbishes old, unwanted tools and makes up tool kits which
get shipped out to Africa, to help people earn a living and
support their families. Any hand tools are gladly accepted –
old saws, planes, carpentry tools, spanners, hammers, etc,
things you or your grandparents haven't used for years but
never got round to throwing out. Sewing machines, both
electric and manual, are also wanted and can transform the
lives of women in villages to support themselves and their
children. The charity has a depot in Coventry, but will pick up
'significant' collections. If you're having a garage clear-out, do
consider donating them to TWAM. I have no connection to
the charity, other than taking a car boot full of tools. Contact
them at midlands@twam.uk or 07719 634131,
Weds/Thurs/Fri. If you have a modest pile of tools to dispose
of, I'll gladly drop them next time I'm visiting family just down
the road from the TWAM depot.

Paul Burbidge tel 643718

Crown & Cushion raffle thanks
Linda has the pleasure to inform all that this year our Raffle
raised a staggering £1,300 of which £650 will be donated to
Helen & Douglas House and £650 to Katharine House. A
special thank you to all that helped in any way either by
donating prizes or by purchasing tickets, a very special thank
you to Linda’s little ‘Elves’ Kath, Denise and Anne without
whom the evening would not have been such a success..

Joao & Linda at the Crown and Cushion would also like
to wish their Patrons a ‘A Happy New Year’. We would also
like to thank you for your custom during 2016 and we look
forward to seeing you throughout the coming year.

Linda Maia e Silva
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This was originally the home of Mr & Mrs Thomas Pitt but
when Mrs Pitt died, Tom gave the house to the newly created
Chipping Norton & District Abbeyfield Society Ltd which was
started up by a steering group of local volunteers and
Chipping Norton
Rotary Club. This
committee work-
ed tirelessly to
raise funds and
along with a grant
from the umbrella
organisation, the
Abbeyfield Society,
the house was
extended to
accommodate seven residents. It was officially opened in
1984 and remained under the management of the local
society who only received advice from the national society.
Tom continued to live there as a resident for many years.
Running the house became a very arduous duty for the
volunteers as legislation became more complicated and
demanding and they decided to give the local society to
Abbeyfield UK. The local committee became volunteers and
with all their useful knowledge and expertise could assist
staff and residents whenever needed. This still happens today.

Once The Abbeyfield Society took over, they extended
the house, adding four more rooms. Each of the 11 residents
has their own spacious bed sitting room with a private
bathroom. The rooms have beautiful views across the valley
and the gardens. These gardens are extensive and a real joy to
be in. There are many fruit trees and bushes, a vegetable

garden, greenhouse and delightful borders for the residents to
enjoy especially as they now have a new summerhouse to
shelter them from the wind or sun. A gardener, with the help
of a team of local volunteers, maintains the grounds to a very

high standard.
So who lives at The Old Bakehouse? It is not a care

home and does not have residential staff. The house
manager, Dawn, is responsible for the day to day running
of the house and for producing two delicious nutritious
meals a day. The residents are elderly people who no
longer want to live alone but wish to maintain their
indepedence and come and go as they please. There is a
lovely lounge where they can meet, chat, make tea or

coffee and generally
socialise but if they want
privacy they each have
their own space for that.
It seems more like a
country hotel to me
than anything else but
the residents are always
aware that there is help
and advice constantly
available.

Dawn will always welcome visitors. Some ladies come
along to play scrabble with the residents and other visitors
come along to chat, help with the ever present jigsaw puzzle
and organise a sing song which is always very popular. The Old
Bakehouse is a real home from home with a wonderful
atmosphere and a very diverse range of residents which
enhances its attraction.

A Welcome at The Old Bakehouse
The News team’s Sue Hadland investigates this charming old building situated in West End Chadlington, which

was once the village bakery and is now the comfortable home for up to eleven elderly people. 
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Thoughts from
Babylon and Rome

Did you know that it was the ancient Babylonians some 4,000
years ago who were the first people to make New Year's
Resolutions? They were also the first to have our equivalent
of New Year's Eve parties but their New Year
was in mid-March when crops were planted
rather than January. It was good old Julius
Caesar in 45BC who brought in the Julian
calendar that we use today with January 1st as
New Year's Day. This calendar was based on the
passage of the sun rather than the old Roman
lunar calendar that had been badly in need of
reform as it was – you might say in today's
parlance – ‘a bit random’. I wonder what his
New Year's resolution might have been – ‘this
year I will have the best game of conquers
ever’ perhaps? 

The kids climbing Snowdon
– maybe!
Casting around the Chippy News team this year, there was a
general feeling that as they are nearly always broken by the 5th

of January, New Year's Resolutions are not really worth the
grey matter they are inscribed on. I mentioned to the kids
that we should walk up Snowdon this year and they both
agreed but apparently these days you don't need to train for
things like this. That was news to me so discussions are
continuing on this front. So I wonder whether this will be just
another shattered dream, or whether as I continue to walk

DIARY

Pondering on .... New Year’s Resolutions

THE YEAR AHEAD ....

the dog alone, the health and vitality of today's youth will
overcome all and prove you really can just do this without a
second thought. As a bit of a wordsmith I have now coined the
phrase in advance – ‘no training, no complaining’ – should we
ever get to the famous ascent.

… and I’ll pass on the
bucket list
Resolutions in the form of bucket lists seem
to have taken on a life of their own in recent
years with lists of everything you must do
before you are typically 30 or 40 – after which
time you’ve finally relaxed enough to actually
enjoy being just who you are without having
to show off. What if I had to hover in a wicker
lunch box over some game reserve full of
lions to get something ticked off my list, or
engage in other momentous escapism like
bungee jumping or frankly jumping out of
anything with a chance of meeting my Maker
sooner than expected? I would probably think

twice and go to the pub instead – wouldn't you? I had my life's
fill of extreme craziness before I was 25 so all my nine lives
have already been used up, thank you – cycling across the
Andes through a civil war was probably the peak (excuse the
pun) of a questionable youthful adventure that could have
gone horribly wrong.

Safe in the bosom of Chippy I wish you all a very happy
new year and all the best for 2017.

Roger 

Have you made any this year? Roger Sinclair from the News team has some thoughts old and new.

20th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms see p26

23rd CN Flower Club Lower Town Hall - see p24

24th Town Sports Awards - details from the Town Clerk’s

Office 642341

Sir John Holmes Churchill & Sarsden Heritage Centre

Winter Talk - see p13

25th CNS Chamber Ensemble Concert - 11am Methodist

Church - see p28

North Cotswold Society of Recorder Players 2.30-

5pm Sandford St Martin Parish Hall - details 641037

27th Chippy News Team Meeting - 7.30 Chequers’ Barn -

come along and see how the News is put together! 

March (News out Monday 27 February)

1st  U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Simon Batten - Military
Preparations for World War I
Quaker Meeting 7.30 Lower Town Hall details p25
North Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 details p27

3rd Women’s World Day of Prayer details p4
Deadline for Green Bin registration - see p10

3-18 CN Music Festival - see p18
5th Charity Lunch at Whistlers in aid of Prostate Cancer

UK - details p9 
Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p25

February (News out Monday 30 January)

1st  U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Christopher Bond - One

Man’s Brum (B’ham Architecture)

North Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 details p27

Quaker Meeting 7.30 Lower Town Hall details p24

2nd NHS Consultation Meeting details p2

5th Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p25

7th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p23

8th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Guide Dogs

for the Blind

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see p24

9th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p27

10th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

Our Kind of Traitor in Churchill 7.30 details - p11

13th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p25

Folk Club 8pm Artyard Cafe, Enstone - see p27

15th Horticultural Assoc 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p27

16th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall - AGM + Ann

Wooby - Performance Poet

18th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

Highlands Rummage Sale 10-12.30 Town Hall - see p16

20th CN Amateur Astronomy Group - 7.30 Methodist

Hall - see p23


