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• Your vote on 4 May? – What do you
think about County Services? Is the
County listening to Chippy? The whole
County Council is up for election and
you have a vote.

• Will Chippy get more say? – The public
are being asked if they want a single
‘unitary’ local authority – a ‘Better’
Oxfordshire. How will this help our
rural market town?  Or will it suffer?

• Can we protect our NHS services? –
the ‘Big’ NHS Consultation continued
with a packed St Mary’s Church. Can
we keep a proper hospital with better
services?  Tell the NHS what you think. 

• Your views on Chippy’s housing
growth? – Read inside the responses to
the Local Plan – it’s up to the Inspector
next.

• Can your Town Council help? –
Chipping Norton Town Council spends
some of your Council Tax and can also
influence others – Come to the 19
April Town Meeting and tell the Mayor
and Councillors what you think.

Details on all this inside – including
profiles of our County election
candidates on Page 3. 

Have your say!
Time to fight for Chippy and our local services?

Winners of Chipping Norton’s 2017 Town
Sports Awards celebrating at the Town Hall
presentation evening. Report and lots of
pictures on page 20.

Sporting winners

In this issue: 
100 new homes at The Pillars? ~ Homes

planned for Harpers ~ Aldi footpath open at
last ~ Fancy starting an apprenticeship? New
furniture business in town ~ Our local gin

distillery is top tourist spot… and watch out
for a 1 April connection in the Local News. 

Plus: Easter Message & Church services, Easter
traditions, and all the usual arts, sports, clubs,

schools and letters.

19 April is our Annual Town Meeting and 4 May sees the elections for County Council – a
vote that could influence the future of Oxfordshire, its services, and how Chipping Norton’s
voice is heard in the future. Read more in this month’s News on some key Chippy issues and
where your views could matter.

Photo: Don Davidson



2

On Thursday 4 May all 63 seats for Oxfordshire County Council are up for election. Chipping Norton
and surrounding villages have a single Divisional seat. The County Council takes most of your Council Tax
with responsibilities for education, adult and children’s services including social care, public health, roads
and transport, environment, waste management (eg: the tips), trading standards, fire and safety, arts and

leisure. You can vote on 4 May from 7am-10pm. Full details, including postal voting, are at
www.westoxon.gov.uk/elections.  Chipping Norton Candidates include:

LOCAL NEWS

County Council elections

Andy Graham – Liberal Democrat

I am looking forward to becoming your Councillor in a special way. I have been running a campaign in
Chipping Norton to bring back our beds and nurses to the Hospital and safeguard maternity unit and after
care services. I am a teacher and will fight to secure funding for schools and children’s centres. I believe
people should have the chance to own their own home but we should not accept huge housing
developments without infrastructure to ensure doctors surgeries, roads and schools can cope. I will ensure
we have a proper road surface replacement scheme and safeguard buses under threat. I will do everything I

can to ensure our town prospers particularly by supporting the small independent shops and retailers. Most, I will be your
representative, listening and regularly meeting with you so we can get the things done that have been cut, forgotten or neglected
by other parties.

Hilary Hibbert-Biles – Conservative

Hilary is married with two daughters and two grandchildren. She was elected as your County Councillor in
2005 and is currently the Cabinet Member for Public Health. Hilary is known for her hard work and
perseverance to ‘get the job done’. She served as Chairman of the County Council 2010-2011 and Deputy
Chairman of the County Council 2009-10. Hilary served as a West Oxfordshire District Councillor 2002-
2014, holding Cabinet posts covering Health, Housing, Leisure, Tourism and the Arts. She is an experienced
Councillor. Since 2004 she has fought constantly to retain our hospital facilities and will continue to do so,

speaking on our behalf to the Independent Reconfiguration Panel in London. The impact of the West Oxfordshire District
Council Local Plan housing numbers on Chipping Norton will be huge and Hilary is working at County Hall, to ensure there is
sufficient infrastructure to support our area should the plan be approved.

Claire Lasko – Green Party

A chance trip to Hook Norton over twenty years ago captured my heart. I left London and made my home
in the area. My two daughters were born and brought up here, both attending Chipping Norton School. I’ve
always wanted to change the world, to make it better for everyone and my whole career in television
documentaries has been dedicated to that end. I joined the Green Party when I realized I shouldn’t just vote
for what I believe in, but work for it as well. I want my children and their children to live in a fairer, kinder,
more equal and more sustainable world. The Green Party is a response to the world we live in now, not

restricted in ideas by hundreds of years of policy making. I believe the Green Party delivers the best programme and I guarantee
I will give my all to the County Council. 

Geoff Saul – Labour

Geoff lives in the heart of Chipping Norton running a law firm in the Town providing legal services to the
local community. As a District Councillor for Chipping Norton since 2013, Geoff has argued for a new local
tip (it remains a disgrace that Dean Pit closed without any replacement), a weight limit for heavy vehicles in
Chipping Norton and protection of services at the Ace Centre, local rural bus services and day centres for
older people. Geoff was pleased to successfully propose and argue for approval of the newly opened Aldi
Supermarket.  Geoff’s priorities include: Improving road maintenance to reduce potholes; Arguing for more

public parking in Chippy; Building housing on County-owned land specifically for young people and key workers; Protecting
funding for the ACE Children’s Centre and our elderly day care centres; Protecting our maternity unit and other services at
Chipping Norton Hospital.

Jim Stanley – UKIP

Unlike some, I make no promises I am unable to keep. That said, if elected, I will give whatever support I can
to provide, for any and all Chippy residents. We are fortunate to have a number of dedicated, talented groups
working hard for a number of important services: Hospital, Ace Centre, and local bus problems to name but
three. Over a number of years, our Local Plan was formulated, and eventually agreed, only to be discarded
and the number of homes increased dramatically. Why I ask did we bother? Unlike some candidates, I actually
live in Chippy, so every decision made for the Town impacts me as much as you. As a UKIP Councillor, I am

not subject to a Westminster whip, and my only priority is to enact the wishes of you, the voters of Chipping Norton, and as
such I seek your support through the ballot box.
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another £30 for the new green waste bin collection charge.
The Government puts ‘cap’ restrictions on the rises for all
Council Tax elements except for that of the Town Council,
whose ‘Band D’ annual parish share will have risen from
around £60 to around £102 in 4 years. It is expected that
many other parishes and town councils in Oxfordshire will
raise their shares as they have found themselves under
pressure to take on services previously funded by County and
District – such as grass-cutting, road gritting, arts, recreation,
libraries and even some funding for children’s centres. 

Aldi footpath – a year late!
The long awaited new
footpath between
Chipping Norton
Hospital and Aldi on
the Banbury Road
was finally finished in
March by County
Council contractors.
It had taken nearly a
year of bureaucratic
wrangling (between
various NHS bodies,
lawyers, the County
Council and other
landowners) to get
work restarted. The
original work, kicked
off last summer, had
been halted because
of objections from
the NHS, worried about misuse of their car park or
disturbance. The path now opens for a trial period. Behave
everybody and don’t leave any Aldi trolleys in the wrong
place!

Progress at Football Ground
After the Town Hall meeting in February (see March News),
this month saw some steps forward for the future of the
Walterbush Road Football Ground. Glyn Jones, Director of
Minotaur, the company who stepped in to deal with issues at
the old club, invited the Chippy News, along with Mayor Mike
Tysoe, to meet him and visit the new clubhouse on 10 March.
First, Glyn was concerned that the right, full and fair facts on
a range of issues had not been presented at the Town Hall
meeting. As promised, he said he is providing details and legal
documents on what happened. He had them at the meeting,
and said he could make them available to solicitor Geoff Saul,
who has been liaising with the new Football Club committee.
Work is nearing completion on the new clubhouse building,
which would provide both changing facilities for teams as well
as a large space for community or commercial activity. At the
site visit, Glyn explained that he and Minotaur remain eager
to make the clubhouse and ground available to an appropriate
community company, club or charity to run the facilities for
the benefit of the community. They are ready to discuss this
offer, including the best financial arrangements for all, and
possible further developments at the ground, with the new
Football Club, the Mayor, or others to try and find the best
practical way forward. 

Questions for Town Council
Are you interested in issues facing the Town? Would you like
to hear what Chipping Norton Town Council has been doing?
The Town Council is responsible for the Town Hall,
Greystones, Recreation Grounds, Cemetery, and giving grants
to local organisations. Town and Parish Councils are also
under increasing pressure to take on some local services
which our larger District and County Councils are finding
difficult to fund. On our big Town growth issues, the Council
can also influence planning decisions and represent local
voters in discussions on important local issues such as
healthcare, new housing developments, transport and town
facilities. What issues would you like to raise? Would you like
to know Town Councillors’ views? Mayor Mike Tysoe will be
chairing the public Annual Town Meeting on Wednesday 19
April at 7.30 – it is your chance to listen, ask and put over
your views as voters and residents.

Tickitty team up for WOBA
Chipping Norton
will be well
represented again
in this year’s West
Oxfordshire Busi-
ness Awards finals
at the Gala Dinner
on 7 April. The
team from Middle
Row’s Tickittyboo
and Tickittyshake
was originally
shortlisted in four
categories and

Tickittyboo made it through to the Gala final, one of three
names up for Microbusiness of the year, an award which gets
the most entries. The Phone Co-op’s Vivian Woodell is in the
final for the award of Business Person of the Year. Well done
all and good luck for the final.

Council Tax rises
With the final bills now issued, the ‘average’ Band D Chipping
Norton Council Tax household will see their tax rise by £83
in 2017/18 over the £1627 they paid last year. Roughly an
extra £64 will go to the County, £5 more to the District, £10
more to Chipping Norton Town Council and the remainder
to Police … and of course many households will also pay

LOCAL NEWS

Annual Town Meeting
Chipping Norton Town Hall

Wednesday 19 April at 7.30pm
What is your Town Council doing? How

are they spending your Council Tax –Town
Hall, Recreation, Greystones, Cemetery,

Grants to local bodies?
The public Annual Town Meeting will include a

report of the year’s activities and the chance to ask
Councillors about Town affairs

The excited Tickitty team looking forward
to a Gala final

The path linking Aldi and the Hospital
– open at last!
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renewing then. Signing up for garden waste collections can be
done online at www.westoxon.gov.uk/garden or by calling
01993 861025.

Go ahead likely for 100 homes?
The prospect of planning permission for 100 new homes at
The Pillars, along the Burford Road, came closer in March.
WODC Officers recommended approval, but Uplands
Planning Committee Members want a site visit first and to see

final results of a Highways report. This development could be
the first part of a big new extension to the east of Chippy. The
site forms part of the East Chipping Norton Strategic
Development Area (SDA) based at Tank Farm, and the
developers amended their plan to allow for potential
construction of the link road between Banbury Road and
Burford Road, as sought by the Town Council. The land will
probably be sold with the benefit of any outline consent. A
detailed application would be submitted by a developer in due
course. The permission requires that the two Grade II listed
gate piers (hence ‘The Pillars’), must be retained. The gate
piers, seen off Banbury Road just beyond Cromwell Park, are
now sadly overgrown, but once provided the entrance to a
grand tree lined avenue from Chipping Norton to Chapel
House, now on the A44. This was an impressive property,
which at one time was Chipping Norton Hotel with stabling
for up to 40 horses. The stables are now a new furniture
showroom (see page 8). The line of the avenue, although no
longer continuous, can still be seen on aerial photos.

More banks to close?
Last month’s news that HSBC are closing their Chipping
Norton bank branch on 12 May, caused anger amongst some
customers, and speculation that other banks may follow.
HSBC say their national branch ‘footfall’ dropped 40% over
five years. HSBC customers can keep their Chippy account
numbers, but will have to trek to Banbury or Witney to find
a bank counter branch. They can also use the local Post Office
who provide a counter service for customers from HSBC and
other major banks (see letters page).

Meanwhile consumer organisation Which? said that in the
two years to the end of January over 1000 bank branches had
already been closed. HSBC slashed 321 branches (27% of
their network) and Lloyds dropped 180 branches (14%),
RBS/NatWest 191 (10%), Barclays 132 (8%) and The Co-op
bank 117 (53%). The outlook for 2017 is also grim. HSBC have
already announced that another 117 branches will go,
including Chippy. So far no other Chippy closure has been
suggested but the pressure is on. 

NHS issues in Chippy
There is still time to
comment on the big
NHS changes being
proposed for
Oxfordshire. The current
‘Phase 1’ proposals for
the Horton Hospital
include moving specialist
stroke and critical care
to Oxford, and
downgrading the Horton
maternity service from
obstetric consultant-led

to a midwife-led unit. All but ‘low risk’ mothers would need to
go to Oxford, or another county. 194 ‘acute’ hospital beds
across the main hospitals would also permanently close, with
the NHS preferring to treat recovering patients ‘closer to
home’ in nursing or care beds, or at home with medical
support. Meanwhile 90,000 more outpatient, diagnostic and
day cases would be handled at Banbury rather than Oxford.

The NHS panel came to a second big public meeting on 9
March in St Mary’s Church. There were many challenges from
the audience – including about long ambulance and travel
times to get to Oxford. But most concerns were about threats
to Chippy’s maternity unit, doubts about the ability to deliver
enough ‘closer to home’ support such as proper intermediate
care, time from GPs, medical help at home and social care.
Demands for reinstating Chipping Norton as a ‘full’ community
hospital were raised again. However much of this will not be
looked at in detail until ‘Phase 2’ of the consultation – unlikely
before November. The Chipping Norton Hospital Action
Group is urging local people to tell NHS their concerns – the
deadline for comments about ‘Phase 1’ is 9 April. More at
www.oxonhealthcaretransformation.nhs.uk. See letters page.

Citizens Advice – where to go
A reminder that since the closure of the
CAB ‘walk in’ office in Chipping Norton’s
High Street, Citizens Advice West
Oxfordshire now runs two outreach
services in town offering free impartial,
independent advice, information and help
with benefits, dealing with debt, housing issues,
employment issues or any other problems. The first is a drop-
in service at Chipping Norton Baptist Church, New Street,
Chipping Norton, OX7 5LL every Monday between 9.30am
and 12.30pm. The second is a drop-in service at Chipping
Norton Health Centre, Russell Way, Chipping Norton, OX7
5FA every Wednesday between 9.30am and 12.30pm and
1.30pm and 4pm. Help and advice can also be obtained via the
telephone Adviceline service on 03444 111 444, available
Monday-Friday between 10am and 4pm.

£30 garden waste collections
A reminder that from 1 April your garden waste bins will be
collected only if you have paid £30 to West Oxfordshire
District Council and received a licence to stick on the outside
of the bin. WODC say thousands of householders have
subscribed. You can still sign up at any time during the year but
the fixed £30 fee lasts only to 31 March 2018 and will need

The sadly overgrown ‘pillars’ which must be retained



approved, work could start this summer with opening
scheduled for 1st April 2020. Aggressive timescales indeed –
but with seed funding already promised from key investors,
and just the green issues to resolve, this is eminently possible. 

Good news for Shuttle Bus
The Shuttle Bus continues to be a popular and convenient
service around Chippy and is now covering its own running

costs, supported by recent new promises of £1,000 each from
the Rotary Club and the Health Centre. Moreover, Villager has
brought their plans forward and decided to purchase their
new bus early and donate the current one to the Shuttle
service, so you'll see a newer set of wheels in Chippy earlier
than expected, hopefully before the summer. They are always
looking for drivers so if you are interested please contact
Gordon Brown on 07887 735011.

Local Plan: who said what?
WODC’s proposed Modifications to the Draft Local Plan,
increased the number of new homes proposed across the
District, and included for Chipping Norton 1400 homes for
the ‘Strategic Development Area’ around Tank Farm. This, as
expected, stirred up controversy. When the 6-week
consultation ended at Christmas, West Oxfordshire had
received over 2,300 responses to all aspects of the Plan. Fifty-
three individuals and organisations made comments on
changes that specifically concern Chipping Norton. Many are
from local residents, who pretty much unanimously suggest
they can accept some development but that 1,400 homes is
just too many. Many people feel the original allocation of 600,
or even 850, new homes at Tank Farm could be acceptable
but, overwhelmingly, the view expressed is that more would
put a strain on local infrastructure, such as sewerage, water
supply, school places, and health facilities, and would worsen
air pollution and cause traffic problems. A consistent fear is
that limited local employment opportunities would result in
out-commuting, increase congestion and turn Chippy into a
dormitory town. People are concerned that the Town could
lose its character. Instead, many people say, development
should be channelled to where the jobs are: closer to Oxford,
Abingdon and, locally, the A40 corridor. 

Different commercial interests
Land-owners and developers with interests in land around
Chippy also made submissions. Predictably, those with land
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Community ‘Shred In’ 
Do you want to shred a large black bag of unwanted
confidential material? You can turn up to Bledington Village
Hall on Thursday, 20 April, and pay Data Shredders £5 to have
a whole bagful shredded before your very eyes. Bring your
black sacks to the hall from 9am. The lorry will be gone by
approximately 9.45am. Telephone 658669 for more
information. Tea and coffee available. Don’t burn out your little
domestic shredder!

Ingenious by-pass plan
After years of delay, it appears that an ingenious by-pass
solution may have been found to deal with Chippy’s increasing
town centre traffic and HGV pollution. Proposals such as
upgrading the Rollright Stones road, or building a relief road
through the Town’s allotments, have hit the buffers. The new
idea is to make use of the disused rail tunnel, north of the
Town, that took trains from here to Banbury before the
1960s. The tunnel entrance currently suffers from flooding,

but this is no challenge to a consortium led by local
engineering company Scratchet & Hole Partners, who see the
tunnel as the basis of a town centre road by-pass from a new
roundabout on the A44 at the bottom of Worcester Road,
round beyond Over Norton to meet the A3400 Stratford
Road.

The Consortium has been in active talks with local
environmental groups already, as there are protected bats in
the tunnel, along with spotted newts in the marshland above,
that would all need relocating before work can commence.
Oliver Darling, the firm's head of projects told the News, ‘This
is the answer to all our prayers – no disturbance to the
Rollright Stones and a great use of ageing Victorian
infrastructure that just needs bringing up to date for 21st

Century vehicle use’. The only drawback is that there would
need to be a toll to cover some of the build costs but it would
be the only permitted route for HGVs traversing the Town
thus eliminating their current adverse impact on pollution and
pedestrian safety.

Project boss Darling is, in fact, a Chippy resident who is
eager to preserve the Town’s community ethos as it grows.
Well known for his help at Christmas events – including as a
part time Santa – he wants a ‘Claus’ in the tunnel’s operating
contract that it should have Christmas trees and lights during
the festive season. Repeater signs in the tunnel will say
‘Season’s Greetings from Chippy’. Scratchet & Hole have
agreed to sponsor all this in the hope that these subterranean
messages will boost trade in the Town. If the scheme is

Impression of the new road tunnel

Representatives of Rotary & the Health Centre with some of
the Shuttle Bus team
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Wychwood Exhibition grant
A Wychwood Project exhibition about
the history of Wychwood Forest over
900 years has been awarded a Heritage
Lottery Fund grant of £8,000. The free
exhibition at the Oxfordshire Museum in
Woodstock runs from 10 June to
September and will explain the origins of
the Forest as a hunting ground for
Norman royalty and illustrate the way of
life of local people over the centuries, whether shepherds,
woodsmen or gloveresses. It also covers the dramatic change

to West Oxfordshire in the 1850’s when much of the forest
was enclosed, trees were felled and land turned over to
farming. More at www.wychwoodproject.org

Outing to National Arboretum
Chipping Norton Royal British Legion is organising a coach
trip to the National Arboretum, Staffordshire on Thursday 27
April. The coach leaves New Street at 9.30am arriving back
around 6pm. Tickets for Legion members and guests £5, non-
members £10, from West St Newsagents. The trip is kindly
subsidised by the Armed Forces Trust of Chipping Norton,
which was set up with proceeds from the sale of Chipping
Norton Legion Club in West Street. The trustees are all
Legion members and funds can be used for any local project
with a military connection. The Trust has given grants to add
names to the war memorial, buy a new drum for the Shires
Youth Band, and a flag pole for the war memorial, and will be
spending money on equipment for the Army and Air Cadets.

New Digital Training ‘hub’
Having identified a need in Chippy for community based
digital training and education, Experience Chipping Norton
(ECN), which aims to encourage business and visitors to
town, has now secured government funding for a hub office
and outreach worker. The aim will be initially to deliver
training to 16-24 year olds in, for example, online skills,
internet searching, profiling on social media, vocational
support on CV preparation and looking for jobs online, along
with basic computing skills. ECN's Shaun Fagan told the News,
‘it's a two year project initially, but longer term we could
expand the services to a wider age group – it fits in with ECN
seeking to help the whole community.’ While it's surprising
these days that young people wouldn't naturally have these
skills, Shaun explained that there are pockets of our

inside the Strategic Development Area around Tank Farm
support the increase in housing allocation there. Oxfordshire
County Council, a major land-owner, supports the link road
proposed between Banbury Road and Burford Road, saying
WODC should be able to use Compulsory Purchase powers
to secure it. Cala Homes, which has an option elsewhere at
the site, is concerned that the cost of providing this road
would affect the viability of the development and agrees that
CPO powers would be useful. Gallagher Estates, which
controls The Pillars site off Banbury Road, also supports the
SDA allocation, and, after first saying new road is not needed,
they amended their plans for The Pillars site to include the
road, and hope for planning approval (see page 4).

Lobbying for other sites
Not surprisingly, those parties with interest in other sites
around town that have not been included for development,
tend to question the suitability, the capacity and the
deliverability of the Tank Farm area. Their intention is to make
a convincing case that more land, including their own, needs
to be allocated. These include: Archstone, which controls land
to the south of the current Bellway development off Burford
Road; Ainscough Strategic Land, which is promoting land to
the north of Worcester Road beyond Owen Mumford;
Empire Homes, which has an interest in land between
Banbury and London Roads and also off Worcester Road. The
owners of a large site south of The Leys, behind Lords Piece
Road, also want their site included. Many of these site owners
say there is a lack of evidence about the harm that the
expanded Tank Farm site would cause to landscape and
biodiversity; that the site is too small to accommodate 1,400
homes; and that its multiple ownership and other matters will
make it difficult to build the homes within the anticipated time
scale. WODC have passed all these representations on to the
Planning Inspectorate to consider alongside WODC’s
proposed changes. The Inspector will publish further guidance
by 27 March on what will be discussed in the next stages, and
when to register to speak at hearings. The Examination into
the Draft Local Plan then resumes with the Inspector’s ‘Stage
2’ hearing sessions taking place at the Council’s Offices in
Witney starting 10am, Tuesday 9 May. 

Get a taste of fire-fighting
The County Fire and
Rescue service is holding a
taster day on Saturday 29
April at Chipping Norton
Fire station for people
interested in becoming an
OnCall firefighter. There
are currently vacancies at
Chipping Norton,
Charlbury, Woodstock and
Hook Norton. The event
will give everyone a chance
to try out hose running
exercises, ladder climbing
and water pumping drills.
There will be three 2-hour
sessions. To book a slot for
9-11, 11-1 or 1-3, contact Simon Piper on 07775 827277 or
email simon.piper@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Local agricultural workers – one of the photos to be included in
the Exhibition – photo kindly supplied by Chipping Norton

Museum of Local History
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community where, for whatever reason, knowledge and
application of digital technology could be considerably
improved for practical or vocational use. For example,
confidence in getting apprenticeships, work placements and IT
skills once in work, could be helped by this project. Shaun is
currently searching for a location in town as the focal point
for the project and where the outreach worker would be
based. For more information or if you are interested in the
role of outreach worker, and for local businesses who could
help support the project, contact
info@experiencechippingnorton.com.

Lawrence Team news

Join the Shoot at The Great Tew Estate on Friday 2 June,
proudly sponsored by Middleton Advisors and Trade Secret
furniture store. After breakfast, try your hand at clay pigeon
shooting, archery and even crossbow, followed by lunch at
Westfield Lodge on the Tew Estate. For tickets or enquiries
please visit: www.lawrencehomenursing.org

The Jane Phillips Memorial Golf Day, kindly
sponsored by Excelsior Taxis, will take place on Friday 23 June
at the Cotswolds Club, Chipping Norton. Book now via the

Lawrence Home Nursing Team website or direct with Danny
Phillips at the Club tel: 642383.

Save the date; Laugh for Lawrence, Friday 15
September 7.45 pm with comedians Lloyd Langford and Pippa
Evans at The Theatre, Chipping Norton. Tickets are £25 each
and will be on sale from 10am Monday, 3 April via the box
office hotline 642350, in person or online
www.chippingnortontheatre.com. Our best wishes to Trustee
Danny Phillips running the London Marathon for the charity.
See interview in the box below and please sponsor him.

Verity Fifer

Methodists on Market Day 
Looking for some company and fellowship on an April Market
day in Chippy? As well as being Market day, Wednesday is the
day for a coffee morning held in Chipping Norton Methodist
Church, from 9.30 to 11.30am. We have the cheapest coffee
in town, a delicious cake stall, books and bric a brac. On top
of all this, there is wonderful fellowship and all are welcome.
A separate room is set out with children’s toys so you can
enjoy coffee while your child plays. We also have a Knit and

Danny, 27, is hoping to raise over
£2000 in this, his first marathon, for a
project very close to his heart. His
mother, the late Jane Phillips MBE,
who was a much-loved nurse in the
Town for many years, was the driving
force behind getting together and
motivating both the Trustees and
fundraisers. She also raised a group
of outstanding nurses to help set up
the Home Nursing Team. Danny is a
LHNT Trustee and has been heavily
involved in fundraising, including half
marathons, golf days and pub quizzes.
This is perhaps his most ambitious
event so far but he has been training
hard and the day before this
interview he completed a 20-mile
run in Milton Keynes’ Festival of Running. Pleased with his
time of 2hrs 39mins he hopes to run the marathon in under
3hrs 30mins. He says, ‘I owe my improved fitness and timings
to the members of the Hook Norton Harriers with whom I
have been training over the winter months.’ 

The Lawrence Team’s ‘Marathon Man’
On 23 April Chipping Norton PGA Golf Professional Danny Phillips is running the London Marathon in aid of

the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. The News found out more ...
And what thoughts of the big day? ‘I'm not nervous of the
race itself, just anxious to do a good time,’ says Danny. He
plans to go to London on the Saturday with his girlfriend and
family members, have a relaxing day, stay over and be fresh
for the race. But it's not just about the race, it's really about
sponsorship. Danny has run many, many miles to train for
this and, as he says on his Just Giving web page, ‘The
Lawrence Home Nursing Team offers the highest level of end

of life care to patients who are terminally
ill and wish to die in the comfort of their
own homes…I happily enter this
marathon knowing I am running for the
right reasons and the perfect charity.’
Let's surprise Danny and pull out the
stops to raise a huge amount for this
wonderful local charity. 

You can donate online by going to
www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com, clicking
on ‘Make a Donation’ and entering ‘Danny
Phillips’ in the box ‘Sponsor a friend’. If
you don't have a computer, Danny has

sponsorship forms at the Cotswolds Golf Club Pro Shop. Go
Danny!

Danny Phillips
running and

remembering his
mother Jane
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of French and British vintage and modern home furnishing
accessories; and Station Mill Antiques hosting space for 80
dealers and buzzing with customers, particularly at weekends.
In terms of bespoke kitchen furniture, Cotteswood of
Oxfordshire has been successfully trading for 30 years from
Station Road. So, furniture-wise, there’s something for all
pockets and tastes right here in Chippy.

Great Rollright events
A prize bingo evening is planned in Great Rollright Village Hall
on 25 May to support local charities to improve the local
community. This social event will have real prize money, a full
bar and snacks to help the evening along. Eyes down and look
in the May Chippy News for details but put the date in your
diary. Meanwhile the next Great Rollright Market is on April
Fool’s Day – 1 April 9.30-12.30 in the Village Hall – an Easter
Special with a fantastic increased range of stalls, a great
market raffle and the ever popular café.

New Bishop comes to Town

A day in every Deanery – that was the pledge by the new
Bishop of Oxford for his first nine months in office. So, on 2
March the Rt Revd Steven Croft, had a busy day in the
Chipping Norton Deanery. He started in Charlbury, then
took a tour of Hook Norton village, including meeting the
Hooky Brewery Dray at the Pear Tree (pictured), ending with
tea at St Peter’s Church. At St Mary’s in Chipping Norton he
took part in a Eucharist for the clergy then onward to an
open evening in Milton-under-Wychwood. The purpose was
to get a ‘snapshot’ of the life of the local church and listen to
local concerns. Bishop Steven is the son of a ‘warptwister’ in
a Halifax carpet factory, and was recently Bishop of Sheffield,
but he was an Oxford theology graduate and had a spell living
in North Oxford working on church projects. He and his wife,
Ann now live in Kidlington, and are delighted to be part of a
local community. He looks after 800 churches in the diocese
which includes Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.

Teas on the Green 
Come to Churchill Village Green on Bank Holiday Monday 1
May 2-4pm for tea and fun for all the family. Car Boot Sale,
Children’s Corner and hat competition judged by Madhatters
of Burford. Get ready for the Churchill Mad Hatter Tea Party
and claim 10% off your Mad Hatter’s hat with this article from
Madhatters Bookshop 122 High Street, Burford. Valid until 1
May. To book a car boot sale pitch, ring 658990 or email
springett44@btinternet.com

Natter group which has provided a number of items for
charity – warm clothes for Syria and the homeless, premature
baby clothes, twiddle muffs for those with dementia and many
more. Now that we have a lift, the Church Hall is much more
accessible. On the second Wednesday of each month we have
a Market day service in the Church from 10.30am to 11 – a
short, informal but meaningful service with a few hymns, bible
reading, prayers and a short message. Come and join us and
share in our fellowship. The next is on Wednesday 12 April led
by our minister Rev Soba Sinnathamby. The service on
Wednesday 10 May will be led by Martin Hannant.

Martin Hannant

New furniture business 
A new quality
furniture outlet
has arrived in
Chippy – The
Real Wood
F u r n i t u r e
Company, is
relocating from
Woodstock to
Chapel House
Grounds, just
outside town

on the A44. Those who remember this as the home of ‘Paws
With Inn’ will be astounded at its transformation into a light,
bright and spacious showroom for Chris Baylis’ furniture-
making business. In the furniture business since 1978, Chris
has been designing and making furniture since 1989. He and
his team of eight craftsmen specialise in tables and chairs and
related cabinet furniture made from ‘indigenous timbers of
exceedingly beautiful grain’, such as oak, burr oak, ash, elm and
walnut using traditional techniques. Chris told the News that
he had been looking to relocate from Woodstock to a
‘destination’ location with more space to offer customers
plenty of parking and a welcome including coffee. He feels the
11-month transformation, of what were originally stables for
Chapel House across the road, enables him to display his
‘contem-trad’ natural wood pieces (some impressively large)
at their best. Chris was a founder member, and Chairman for
many years, of Wake Up to Woodstock promoting
Woodstock. He is a big fan of supporting the local community
and economy. He perceives Chippy from a ‘newcomer’s’
viewpoint to be vibrant and thriving and is already supporting
local events and looking forward to contributing to the area.

Revival for ‘furniture town’?
Well, who would have thought? Thirteen years after the closure
of Parker Knoll’s factory, the arrival of The Real Wood Furniture
Company suggests Chipping Norton is again a great destination
for the discerning furniture buyer! To add to the long
established high end antiques businesses of George Wissinger
on West Street and the Quiet Woman on London Road there
is: Porcupine in Market Place, vendors of solid wooden
furniture; Cotswold Home and Garden on New Street, offering
an eclectic mix of furniture, mirrors, and curios as well as
architectural and garden ornaments; the nearby Rosie B Homes
and Interiors selling vintage furniture and home accessories;
Coca on West Street with a variety of old and more recent
furniture; Bliss Home and Vintage on High Street with a range
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9 ‘affordable’ homes will be welcome to those in housing need
both in the village and Chipping Norton who will be eligible
to apply, although the precise nature of ‘affordability’ will be
clearer after a detailed planning application.

WODC homes initiative
West Oxfordshire has been allocated £377,000 from the
Government’s Community Housing Fund, which aims to help
people get on the housing ladder, particularly in areas with a
high proportion of second homes. In this District the
intention is to help deliver affordable homes on sites of little
interest to mainstream developers and to support sustainable
community-led development that provides homes for those
most in need. The Council received £188,000 in January,
which will be used to set up support for local groups. Receipt
of the second tranche will follow evidence of how the money
is being allocated and this must be used to deliver new homes.
Jeff Haines, Cabinet member for Strategic Housing told the
News, ‘When the scheme gets off the ground, the money will
be used to convert hard to let, larger properties owned by
the local housing associations into one-bed units for single
under 35-year-olds who have a local connection and are
either on the Council's housing list or homeless. This group
finds it extremely difficult to find affordable accommodation
in the private market. Some in this group are unemployed and
we might engage them as apprentices in the conversion works
and make it easier for them to obtain jobs in the future.’
Councillor Haines did not reveal how this money would find
its way to Chippy specifically but this might help some
struggling young people. 

The travelling Tea Set 
If anyone has
enjoyed a cuppa
in The Tea Set in
Chippy’s High
Street, they can
now travel
further to
Broadway and
have a very
similar exper-
ience. Victoria
Wills, who runs
the business, told the News in early March, ‘After the success
of our Chipping Norton tea room we decided to venture
over the county line into Worcestershire! The premises were
occupied by a hairdressers, so needed a complete refit,
including removing sparkly, silver wallpaper, not a particularly
'vintage' look! We have been open a week now and have had
only positive feedback, so we hope we can emulate the
success of our shop here in Chippy and offer the lovely
people of Broadway a touch of vintage charm.’

Spring lunch in Oddington
Everyone is invited to a Spring Lunch and Cookery
Demonstration by Susie Harris at Oddington Village Hall on
Thursday, 27 April from 11am. Susie lives in the village, is a
highly regarded local caterer who has worked at
Longborough Opera and helps with many local dinner parties
and celebrations. Tickets £25 from 01451 830124 or 01608

Interim funds for ACE Centre
After much County-wide protest, a controversial shake-up in
April sees Oxfordshire County Council withdrawing
permanent funding for 31 of 44 children's centres and two of

seven early intervention hubs. Under new arrangements,
communities have been encouraged to run their own
children’s centres. Some good news in March saw the County
Council announce that Chipping Norton’s ACE Centre would
get £30,000 to help them ‘transition’ over three years to the
new arrangement and continue to provide some universal
services. Chipping Norton’s County Councillor Hilary Biles
described the ACE Centre as ‘a jewel in the crown’ and said
that County Council officers would be supporting the Centre
to move forward, adding, ‘I am hopeful in the future it will
grow. I am well aware of the impact the first few years of a
child’s life have on development.’ With the County making big
cuts in permanent funding, 18 centres have now been given
some financial help for the change and more might be
supported from June. The extent to which centres can sustain
their universal and other children’s services using local
resources will emerge over time. In some places it seems that
Town and Parish councils are being asked to help where the
County has withdrawn. 

New homes for Over Norton
Over Norton looks set to see 18 new homes built off
Quarhill Close after Uplands Planning Committee granted
planning permission in March. There had been strong
objections from the Parish Council, who quoted WODC’s
own Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability
Assessment, published in December. That had concluded the
site was not suitable for housing, because it ‘has no
satisfactory vehicular access and also sitting behind existing
properties does not represent a logical complement to the
existing built form of the settlement. The site is also visually
prominent in views from the south and development is likely
to have a harmful effect on the AONB’. Interestingly, though,
at that time the Parish Council had considered it WAS
suitable for housing, so both Councils seem to have had a
change of heart! 

Following a site visit, WODC Councillors reconsidered
their position in the light of the Council’s lack of a five-year
housing land supply. They argued that Over Norton was as
close to Chippy town centre as outlying parts of town such
as Worcester Road and noted it was on a bus route. They now
say, ‘It is considered to form a logical complement on the edge
of an existing built up area of the settlement.’ The prospect of

Photo: Sophie Carson
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Chris told the News they’ve lived in Chipping Norton for
around 10 years, with their three young children all at the
local primary school. They are delighted with the new Health
Centre location, where other independent health providers
are also setting up services. See
http://chippingnortonopticians.co.uk/ or call 648012 to find
out more.

Screen by the Green
The next film at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall on Saturday
8 April is Café Society, one of the richest and most poignant of
Woody Allen’s later movies. It is partly about the relationship
between a wealthy older man and younger woman, set in the
1930s as a tale of two cities ‒ dark New York and glamorous
LA ‒ which Allen makes look magical with movie stars,
poolside parties and art deco houses. Beautifully crafted and
bittersweet. All films start at 7.30; tickets £4.50 (pay on the
door). For more information and to book, ring 659903 or
email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com

New homes at Harpers site?
Planning proposals have now been submitted that would see
the shop space
at the former
Harpers store
substantially re-
duced in size
and nine new
homes built to
the rear.
Harpers ceased
trading last April
and the building
has been
marketed by VSL Commercial Property Consultants of
Kidlington for the last 18 months for sale or let, but without
success. VSL say that some 15 expressions of interest
produced no offers. They said that potential retailers felt the
premises were too disjointed (fragmented and multi levelled)
to use effectively. They were also concerned about the High
Street location with narrow road and pavement with fast
moving cars and lorries very close to pedestrians on the
pavement. The property owners propose reducing the trading
floor space from 815 sq m to just the 102 sq m frontage to
High Street, convert the upper floors to two flats, demolish
the later extensions and build 9 new homes in two terraces
climbing up towards Portland Place and Dickenson Court. The
frontage of the listed buildings would be restored. 

The applicants claim that WODC officers accepted their
proposal in principle and gave general approval to the design.
They say a presentation to Chipping Norton Town Council in
December also met with general approval but generated
concern about the number of homes and lack of car parking
at the rear. The principle of building homes to the rear of High
Street commercial uses is not new: White Hart Mews is a
sensitive mix of conversion and new buildings. Elsewhere
buildings behind the High Street frontage being used by small
businesses, such as mark-making*, Trada Picture Framing, John
Hulme furniture restoration and Gill & Co Ironmongers. With
a shortage of start-up and office space in town and with the
population set to grow significantly, WODC could consider

658669 by 15 April. Any profits go to support Bledington
Music Festival.

Bledington Music Festival this year is at St Leonard’s
Church, Bledington on Tuesday 6 and Wednesday 7 June.
Details next month and at www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk
Tickets (£20 until 1 May) on sale at Jaffe & Neale, Kingham
Stores, King’s Head, Bledington, Mad Hatter Bookshop,
Burford, Borzoi Bookshop, Stow on the Wold and online. 

Have you seen them yet?
If you need your eyes
checked, readers might
see their way to the
new Chipping Norton
Opticians based on the
ground floor of the
Chipping Norton
Health Centre. It is
here that husband and
wife team Chris and
Kimberley Gascoigne,
have set up their own
practice. Both qualified
Optometrists, they
provide private and
NHS eye examinations,
and MECS (minor eye conditions service) – an NHS service
to examine and treat recently occurring eye conditions such
as red, dry or irritated eyes. Chris has worked at the Eye
Clinic at Milton Keynes and then in Oxford. Kimberley has
worked at practices in Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire.
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this a lost opportunity to replace commercial space with
houses within the town centre.

Our Distillery is tops with tourists
Did you know that
Chippy’s local gin
and whisky
distillery has
become a top
tourist attraction?
C o t s w o l d s
Distillery, based in
Stourton (near
Shipston), goes
from strength to
strength, with its
award-winning gin
sold far and wide
and its whisky

being released in October of this year, after a three-year wait.
But the Distillery has also become a popular visitor
destination. In the TripAdvisor ratings, it is now the second
most popular tourist attraction in the Cotswolds (see Top 10
below). Trip Advisor’s Things to Do rankings are based on
ordinary members of the public sending in reviews of
attractions they have visited. With 300 attractions listed for
the Cotswolds, to come in at No 2 is quite an achievement.

Distillery tours have become so popular they have to be
booked well in advance (check out the calendar at
www.cotswoldsdistillery.com/tours). There are three tours a
day. Each tour and tasting lasts an hour and a half and giving
an in-depth look at the distilling process for their whisky and
gin. Designated drivers are not forgotten as take away samples
are provided! This influx of visitors and Trip Advisor’s links to
top-rated attractions and restaurants nearby must also be
good news for pubs, cafes and hotels in Chipping Norton,
which will hopefully see some spin-off from the Distillery’s
popularity. 
Here are Trip Advisor’s Top 10 Cotswolds attractions:

1 Gloucester Cathedral
2 Cotswold Distillery 
3 Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens
4 Tewkesbury Abbey
5 Castle Combe Village
6 Cotswold Falconry Centre (Moreton-in-Marsh)
7 Glos & Warks Railway (Cheltenham)
8 Cotswold Motoring Museum (Bourton-on-the-Water)
9 Hidcote Manor Gardens
10 Highgrove 

With all this within easy driving distance of Chippy, we should
never be struggling to find somewhere for a day out!

Stomp for Helen & Douglas
Spring is here, so it’s time for all in Chipping Norton to think
about getting outside in the (hopefully) lovely weather. Why
not dust off your walking boots and join the Riverside
Stomp on Saturday 20 May? You can choose the 22 mile
challenge, starting at Wallingford or the shorter 9 mile route
from Abingdon. Whichever you choose, you will walk along
the picturesque and gently undulating Thames Path. The team
from Helen & Douglas House will support you and celebrate

with you at the end of your walk. For some extra colour in
your life, The Hospice’s Rainbow Run takes place on
Saturday 24 June at Cutteslowe Park in Oxford. This family
friendly 3k run is less about speed and more about fun as you
get covered from head to toe in powder paint! For more
information or to sign up for these events, see the ‘What’s
On’ section at www.helenanddouglas.org.uk or email
events@helenanddouglas.org.uk 

Chippy Business rates issues
Many local shops and businesses in Chipping Norton are –
like many round the country – waiting anxiously for business
rate bills to drop through their doors. The Government has
just pushed through a ‘revaluation’ of all business premises,

raising rateable values in some cases by more than 50%. It all
depends on size and attractiveness of the location.
Independent shops in high streets are worried that an ‘unfair’
rates system will see hikes for them – and not for big
supermarkets or online suppliers such as Amazon. However, it
seems there might be good news for some Chippy shops, as
many are small enough to qualify for small business rate relief.
Last year a rateable value of less than £6000 attracted no
rates and this threshold is going up to £12,000 on 1 April.
There is also relief for having only one premise. A random
check in Chippy with four small shop owners found three (in
New Street, Middle Row and High Street) already exempt
from business rates, and one in Market Place who hopes now
to pay no business rates because of this 1 April rise in the
‘threshold’. 

Kate Gerrish, of Bliss in the High Street, benefits from the
exemption and told the News, ‘It helps small businesses like
me just starting up – I had to pay a nominal £140 in my first
year trading but I am currently exempt.’ Larger shops may,
however suffer a significant rise. Kate added, ‘I have every
sympathy for those in larger premises but for now it is one
expense I don't have to worry about’. One other quirk is that
charities running shops or businesses get significant relief ‒
which many non-charity traders find unfair. It does, however,
benefit community facilities such as The Theatre and the Lido.
There, Trustee Claire Jarvis explained they are waiting to see
if they get full 100% relief, as they had in the past. This is
dependent on WODC agreeing it again for 2017/18. Local MP
Robert Courts says he is on the case locally and with central
Government, saying, ‘one of my top priorities is ensuring that
West Oxfordshire businesses continue to thrive, and that ‘the
UK has a climate which encourages individuals to set up their
own business.’



Library. Last year Emily was asked to illustrate the Family
Trail for the National Portrait Gallery's BP Portrait Award
2016. She created
three characters, a
granny and two
children, which also
feature as wall decals
in the exhibition itself.
Her next children’s
book, In the Darkness
of the Night, will be
published by Tate later
this year. 

Emily’s workshop
at ChipLitFest sounds
like a lot of fun for any
youngster who has a
dog, those that don’t
but would like to and
even those that would
just love to draw!

At ChipLitFest this year will
be author illustrator Emily
Rand, Emily grew up in
Chippy, was a pupil at
Chipping Norton School
and she is running a
workshop for children of
4+ years at the Library
from 2-3pm on Sunday 30
April. Emily creates picture
books inspired by her
surroundings and takes
pleasure in noticing the tiny
details in daily life. 

Her first children’s
book, A Dog Day, was published by Tate in 2014 and is
described as ‘a warm and witty take on the toddler's
experience of having to wait for grownups when they'd
rather be having fun!’ Emily’s wordless picture books In The
Garden and In The City, published by Hato Press, are held in
collections including at MOMA and the New York Public

Dog Day Emily back in town
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published a revised plan for a single unitary county authority.
Called ‘Better Oxfordshire’. They say
they are responding to previous
criticism by giving towns and parishes
in 15 local ‘subareas’ a greater say.
Meanwhile our District (West
Oxfordshire), Cherwell and Oxford
City object, and won’t join the

proposal. They seem now to be lukewarm about unitaries,
wanting to keep Districts, and propose an overall ‘combined
authority’ for the County. WODC has been running a ‘too
good to lose’ campaign and raising fears of increased council
tax and loss of free parking. The News asked two of our
Chippy Councillors for their view – and both were concerned
about the continuing disagreements. 

‘Local decisions by locally elected people’
District Councillor Geoff Saul said he could support a unitary
authority but ‘only if it successfully balanced efficiency and
value for money with the principle that local decisions should,
as far as possible, be made by locally elected people.’ He said
Chippy doorstep opinion was suspicious of a single ‘unitary’
(which would be the third largest in the country) and that
local boards would need to keep local control. He suggested
that a planning decision for Chipping Norton for, say 200
houses, might end up being decided by County-wide
councillors ignorant of local interests and implementing
county-wide housing targets. He also said the proposed
savings seemed unambitious. He might have favoured smaller
unitaries (such as merging West Oxfordshire with Cherwell)
but this was not currently on the table. Geoff said we should
focus on improving and safeguarding local services and not be
obsessed with reorganisation. 

WODC should be ‘around the table’ 
County Councillor Hilary Biles supports unitary councils, but
‘not at any price’. She would want to protect lower council

ChipLitFest At The Library
It's that time of year: Chip Lit Fest 2017! The Library is
hosting three children's events as part of this year's
programme. On Saturday 29 April (4pm to 5pm) it's The
Bumblebear: storytelling with Nadia Shireen. Join the author
and illustrator as she shares the stories and illustrations from
her picture books The Bumblebear and Good Little Wolf. For
ages 3-6, tickets cost £2. On Sunday 30 April (12pm to 1pm)
we have George's Amazing Adventures: storytelling with Adam
and Charlotte Guillain. Join George as he rows off on an
amazing adventure in search of a real pirate crew. For ages 3-
6, tickets cost £2. Last, but not least, it's Illustrate a Dog Day
with Emily Rand on Sunday 30 April (2pm to 3pm). At this
event children will learn how to draw a doggy best friend
using Emily's book A Dog Day. (see box below about Emily)
Perfect for children who love dogs, drawing, or both! Suitable
for ages 4+, tickets cost £2.50. All children attending events
must be accompanied. Tickets from Chipping Norton Theatre
Box Office, by phone on 642350 or online at chiplitfest.com. 

Sally Moore, Library Manager

‘Better Oxfordshire’ or not?
Will Chipping
Norton get its
voice heard?
Avid News
readers aware of the long standing wrangle over what will
replace our dual layer ‘District’ and ‘County’ councils to
achieve a simpler, cheaper system, with far fewer councillors.
The Government wants more devolution of central money,
and prefers some kind of ‘unitary’ system, possibly with an
elected Mayor. But our County and District leaders have been
at loggerheads for over a year, with fears of political winners
and losers. In the latest moves, Oxfordshire County Council
– now with support from the two southern Districts – has

Emily at work – by herself ... a page
from the National Portrait Gallery

Family Trail she illustrated 
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taxes in West Oxfordshire. She said good local representation
depends on ‘how good your Councillor is’ at keeping in touch
and that it ‘will be easier for the public to have only one
Council to contact’. She disagrees with the idea of an elected
Mayor saying, ‘power in the hands of one person is not a good
idea. A leader and Cabinet option is much better.’ She
emphasised that both District AND County Council would
be disbanded and a new authority formed. She wants WODC
to be ‘around the table’ fighting for us in forming any proposal.
It will be up to central Government to decide on any final
deal, but the continuing wrangles are costing taxpayers’
money. After commissioning rival consultant reports costing
£200,000, all sides are now totting up over£200,000 in costs
to ‘survey’ the public. The rival sides are both claiming public
support for their causes. 

Flower Power
It seems Chippy is
benefitting from
another outbreak of
community action.
Just as the mystery
of the Yarn Bomber
is unravelled, flowers
are appearing on
patches of neglected
ground in the town
centre. Two floral
displays have been
spotted: on

Horsefair and outside The Blue Boar. These small beds have
been lovingly tended to produce a burst of spring colour. Who
do the green fingers belong to? Whilst pondering this
question, we can only admire another burst of public
spiritedness. There is quite a lot of scope in our town for
more natural beauty to replace the bare ground and patches
of weeds. Chippy could be well on its way to becoming a
Garden Town. Are there any more Guerrilla Gardeners out
there?

Katharine House update
The 11th Midnight Walk is on Saturday 24 June. This year's
theme is 'Animals', so bring your rabbit ears, slip on a zebra
onesie, or join your friends in a giant caterpillar. Whatever you
choose, you're sure to have a memorable Midnight Walk!
Before 30 April the Early Bird entry fee is £15 (£20
thereafter) Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/midnight-walk.
Hospice Open Day is on Friday 12 May (2-5PM). Drop in
for cake and cuppa to find out what Katharine House does.
For how to get involved as a volunteer or fundraiser, or to
refer someone to the Hospice – see www.khh.org.uk/open-
day. Easter Knits are still needed. Knitted ladybirds, chicks
and bunnies raised over £7,000 last year. Patterns and
information from www.khh.org.uk/easter-knitting

Healthcare courses at Hospice
Katharine House Hospice offers a range of educational
opportunities including short courses, placements and visits
for doctors, nurses, allied health professionals, care assistants
and students. They also run training sessions for their staff and
volunteers. Courses this year include ‘Introduction to

Palliative Care for Health Care Professionals’,
‘Communication in End of Life Care for Health Care
Assistants’ and ‘Introduction to Palliative Care for Health
Care Assistants’. Courses cost from £125 – £200 and are run
at Katharine House Hospice. See www.khh.org.uk or contact
Annie Essex on 01295 811866 or annie.essex@khh.org.uk.

The Lido – open again!

The Lido opens for the 2017 season on Thursday 13 April!
The most economical way to enjoy everything The Lido has
to offer all summer long is with a season ticket.You can
already download an application form from
www.chippylido.co.uk or get one from reception once the
Lido is open. If you can possibly donate a little on top of the
very reasonable prices, the Lido can claim Gift Aid too. Don’t
forget, all adult season ticket holders get unlimited use of the
wonderful steam room as well. Once up and running, the
team will be adding activities and events. Keep up at
www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter

LOCAL NEWS
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Peter Burns 1931 – 2017
The Newsteam was sad to
hear of the death at 85 of
Peter Burns, an active team
member and former Arts
editor until his recent illness.
Peter was born and grew up in
north London, part of a large
Jewish family. He attended
Merchant Tailor’s School, and
then spent several years in the
army as his national service.
Forces life encouraged him to
travel in Europe and Africa
working at a variety of jobs from waving in aircraft to selling
detergent. He discovered a love of working with words and
returned home to start work in advertising. However his
political motivation had begun to emerge during his time in
South Africa and his deep interest in helping people of all
races and creeds meant he moved to the voluntary sector. He
had spells with Oxfam, the National Council for Civil
Liberties, Amnesty and finally he became General Secretary at
War on Want, (where he met Alice his third wife) bringing
professional marketing skills into the humanitarian world. To
expand this work Peter set up Public Voice Communications
dealing with clients as varied as the Children’s Society, Medical
Victims of Torture and the British Deaf Association.

Peter and Alice spent 40 years together moving to
Oxfordshire in the late 80’s and finally to Rock Hill in
Chipping Norton in 2002. He made many friends here and
kept up his active interest in current affairs, socialism and
humanitarian issues in the world as a member of Amnesty and
lifelong Guardian reader. He joined a creative writing course,
and as a member of the Chippy News team for a number of
years he wrote business and news articles, then had an
enjoyable spell as Arts Editor, taking over from George
Hummer and pulling together contributions each month for a
lively section on all the local cultural events. He wrote with
his usual dry wit and humour – with one memorable
contribution in a ‘Chippy in 2050’ edition suggesting the
Chinese might be here building flyovers through the town
centre. 

Many friends and his extended family came to Peter’s
celebratory humanist service in Banbury last month and
talked about his lifelong interest in humanity, his kindness and
humour. Recently, a spry 78-year-old, he flew to Lusaka in
Africa to give away his niece Kathy, who was at his funeral
with her sister Shamsha remembering fondly the week they
spent getting to know Uncle Peter more deeply. Peter will be
missed by many here and round the world. 

The thoughts of the Newsteam and his friends are with
Alice, Peter’s son Julian and all the family. Alice would like
to thank the Chipping Norton Health Centre, particularly
Dr Caitlin Chasser and Dr Alison Gaydon, Beech Haven
and Southerndown Care Homes and Liesl Guy and her
team at Care, Compassion & Conversation for all their
support, together with the many kind Chippy friends and
acquaintances who have offered consolation at this sad
time. Any donations to the Refugee Council can be sent
to A.L.Sole & Son, Bidston Close, Over Norton, Oxon,
OX7 5PP.

@ChippyLido. If you can donate anything towards the upkeep
of this facility, run as a charity by the community for the
community, give directly via www.Totalgiving.com and/or as
you shop online via
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido if you
prefer.We look forward to seeing you soon!

Claire Williamson

Remix Youth Club a ‘huge hit’
Last summer a new youth club
called Remix was kicked off in
Chippy, running at Glyme Hall on
Friday afternoons. Jonny Lowe, a
Youth Worker at St Mary’s Church,
who organises the Club, gave the
News an update: ‘So far we have had
twenty-two weeks of Remix and it
has been a huge hit with the local

young people. We have had over 100 young people come
along since it started and most weeks we now have over 30
young people. It’s such a great opportunity to come and hang
out with friends and enjoy doing lots of great activities on a
Friday after a week of school. We also have a great team of
leaders who make Remix a fun place to be. Recently, we had
a graffiti artist along to show us how to create some
incredible street art. We’re planning other exciting events
including a circus skills workshop, kickboxing session and a St
Patrick's Day themed Remix.’ If you’re in school years 7-11
and have never tried a youth club or gone along to Remix,
Jonny and the team would be delighted if you to go and check
it out. It’s on every Friday during term time 3.15-4.45pm at
Glyme Hall. Jonny ended, ‘It’s free and a great place to chill
with friends. Pop in and see Remix in action. Follow us on
Instagram @RemixChippy and like us on Facebook.’

Many local organisations, from dance to yoga and more,
use Glyme Hall, which has a large hall, smaller meeting rooms,
a lounge and kitchen area. It is run by the Glyme Hall Ltd
charity who lease the building from Oxfordshire County
Council. They are taking bookings till July and welcome any
enquires about future use. The administrator Monday to
Thursday is Tori Oliveri – email: glymehall@gmail.com or
phone: 01608 238037, 
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CHURCHES AT EASTER

If you walked into an empty room and saw
a brick sitting in the middle of the floor,
you’d be forgiven for asking a few
questions about it. You’d laugh at anyone
who even suggested that ‘it just happened’.
Curiosity would make us ask both how
and why it got there. At this time of year,
when the lengthening daylight hours and
growing warmth bring new beginnings and
new life into view, I find myself asking
similar questions – how does this all come
about, and why? I am deeply unsatisfied by
the only plausible answer that atheist
materialism can offer: that ‘it just happens’.
The assertion that the complexity of the
entire universe just came into being all on
its own, and that our lives and the order
and predictability of everything around can
be reduced to the result of pure chance
simply doesn’t square up with my wider
experience of life.

As a scientist, I delight in science’s insights into the
mechanisms and detail of the world that bursts into life each
Spring, but to maintain my integrity as a scientist, I must also
acknowledge its limits. Science claims no insight into ‘why’ we
are here, any more than a chemist could analyse a birthday
cake in the laboratory and deduce why it was made. 

For explanations of ‘why’ we are here, we need to look
not just at the subset of evidence explored by science at the
molecular or atomic level. Rather, we must consider an
altogether more meaningful type of evidence at a personal
level – precisely the type of evidence that is weighed in a law-
court each day and the same category of evidence that we
weigh in our every day lives: the evidence of history and of
personal testimony.

At Easter, Christians remember and celebrate the solid
facts of history. No self-respecting historian would question
that Jesus Christ died on a cross 2000 years ago outside
Jerusalem. People have found it hard to understand and take

on board, but another historical fact
which changed history, changed our
understanding of who Jesus is, and even
defined our calendars, is his
resurrection from the dead. These
historical events stand at the heart of a
deeper understanding of our existence
than science even begins to explore,
and the evidence of personal
testimony – of those who witnessed
those events, and of the billions who
have since come to know and
experience the risen Jesus in their own
lives – affirms the truth that God, our
creator, not only loves us and wants us
to know him, but that he would stop at
nothing to bring us back to himself.

Whatever is going on in your life,
remember that God is a God of new
beginnings, so why don’t you come
along to one of the events or services

going on over Easter in the churches around the Town to
celebrate? Happy Easter!

An Easter Message
from Rev’d James Kennedy of St Mary’s Church 

EASTER SERVICES

Churches Together

Good Friday 14 April 11am Town Hall steps (preceded by The
March of Witness)

Baptist Church

Maundy Thursday 13 April: 5.30pm Maundy Service
Easter Sunday 16 April: 10.30am Easter Sunday Celebration 

Community Church at Glyme Hall

Palm Sunday 9 April: 10.30am Family Worship 
Easter Sunday 16 April 10.30am Family Worship 

Holy Trinity (Roman Catholic)
Maundy Thursday 13 April: 7pm Mass of the Last Supper 
Good Friday 14 April 10am Stations of the Cross 

3pm Solemn Liturgy of the Passion
Holy Saturday 15 April:  8pm Vigil Mass of Easter 
Easter Sunday 16 April:  10.30am Mass of the Resurrection

Methodist Church 

Good Friday 14 April  9.30am Service prior to the March of
Witness
Easter Sunday 16 April 11am Easter Service

St Mary’s (Church of England)

Maundy Thursday 13 April: 10.30am Communion in the Parish Rooms

6.30pm Passover Meal in Parish Room

Good Friday 14 April: noon-3pm Service of Reflection and

prayer, St Mary’s Church

Easter Sunday 16 April: 

6.15 for 6.45am Sunrise prayer on hill above Chipping Norton

(Assemble & depart from Parish Rooms) 

8am Holy Communion, St Mary’s Church

9.15am Holy Communion, St James’ Chapel Over Norton

10.45am  Family Celebration with Communion, St Mary’s
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EASTER & SPRINGTIME

First – the EASTER EGG – The
practice of decorating eggshells as
part of spring rituals is ancient.
Engraved ostrich eggs found in
Africa were 60,000 years old. In
ancient Egypt and the early cultures
of Mesopotamia and Crete, eggs
were associated with death and
rebirth and eggs covered in silver or

gold were often put into graves. The Christian custom of
Easter eggs started among the early Christians of
Mesopotamia who stained them red in memory of the blood
of Christ. The tradition of decorating eggs carried on for many
years and is still done today. In the 17th and 18th centuries the
manufacture of egg shaped toys for children started and the
ultimate Easter gifts must have been the fabulous eggs made
by Fabergé for the Russian Czar and family, now priceless
museum pieces. Chocolate Easter eggs were first made in the
early 19th century but were not very popular due to the fact
that the chocolate was very bitter and also the construction
of moulds had not been devised, making them laborious to
make. The launch in 1905 of Cadbury’s milk chocolate
revolutionised the industry and a little later the two part
mould, enabling hollow eggs to be made and filled with
confectionery, made mass production possible. The principles
of manufacture have hardly changed since then, just the
variety.

Next we have THE
EASTER BUNNY – By
tradition this is not so much
a bunny as a hare. Originating
from the German Lutherans
this hare was like Father
Christmas. He judged
whether children had been
good enough to deserve his

bringing  them Easter gifts. The Easter hare became an
established folklore figure. He was first mentioned in 1682.
Over years this hare seems to have become a bunny, perhaps
because they are endearing little things. 

Now THE EASTER
BONNET – After the
austere weeks of Lent and
the dreariness of winter it
became traditional to have
new clothes for Easter.
Samuel Pepys wrote on
Easter Day 1662 ‘having my old black suit furbished, I was
pretty neat in clothes today, and my boy, his old suit new
trimmed, very handsome’.  More recently Irvine Berlin made
the bonnet famous with his Easter Parade, when the ladies of
New York donned festive hats and walked about the city.

Finally we have SIMNEL
CAKE – and of course a
recipe.  This cake was
originally made for the
middle Sunday in Lent
when the fast was relaxed.
Traditionally young girls in
service would make one to
be taken home for their mothers on their day off, a mothering
day gift. Over the years the cake has become associated with
Easter and is decorated with eleven marzipan balls
representing the eleven apostles (Judas obviously left out!).
Here is how to make it:

Line a 7 inch baking tin with greaseproof paper. Put the oven
on to 150 degrees or gas 2. Now in a large bowl put all these
ingredients:

- 6oz soft margarine
- 6oz sugar
- 3 beaten eggs
- 6oz self raising flour
- 6oz sultanas, 
- 3oz each of currants & washed glace cherries

(chopped up)
- 1oz candied peel, zest of one lemon and 1 tsp mixed

spice.

Combine all these and put half the mixture in the tin. Now
take a pack of marzipan and divide into three. Roll out the
first third and place on top of the mixture then put the
remaining mixture on the top. Leave the rest of the marzipan
on one side. Put into the oven for about 21/2 hours until
brown and firm to the touch. Leave to cool.  Warm a couple
of spoonfuls of apricot jam and brush over the top of the
cake. Roll out another third of the marzipan and put it on top.
Roll the remaining marzipan into eleven balls and arrange
around the cake.  Take an egg white and use it to secure the
balls and then brush the tops of the balls with the egg white
and pop under a hot grill for 1 or 2 minutes until golden.
Hope you enjoy it!! 

Easter Traditions
Chipping Norton shops are full of Easter gifts, cards, treats and eats – and News readers will be
following some very old traditions associated with Easter. Some go back hundreds of years and
some that are more recent. The Newsteam’s Sue Hadland explores a few and offers one of her

well-tried recipes.
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Out and about at Easter
It’s spring, the countryside wakes up, and there’s time to relax over the Easter break – out and

about around Chippy, or with some seasonal ale and food! A few ideas …

Explore the Spring outdoors 
Around the first week of April
swallows return to our skies, a sure
sign that summer will shortly be
with us. The bees are out foraging,
birds are singing and making nests,
even a few butterflies have been
seen. Now is the time to get outdoors and visit a local

reserve. BBWOT have nearly 90 reserves to
choose from in the three counties. The Hook
Norton Cutting, a former railway cutting
near Swerford, is of special geological
importance as well as an ideal spot to find
flowers, birds and butterflies. Listen out for

the little brown bird that calls its name, ‘Chiff-chaff ’, and other
summer migrant warblers, also woodpeckers and lots of
butterflies, particularly Marbled White and Red Admiral. The
blossom of blackthorn appears before the leaves and is a
useful source of nectar for insects. Primroses, cowslips and
many others will be flowering, see what you can find. Listen
for skylarks singing high overhead in the fields nearby or
possibly a cuckoo, getting more and more difficult to hear
locally. More details of BBOWT reserves www.bbowt.org.uk

Giant rabbit at Fairytale Farm
Fairytale Farm, the family visitor
attraction just outside Chipping
Norton, is holding a unique Easter
event from 14 to 17 April. The Giant
Rabbit Burrow is open all through

the Easter Weekend (until 4.30pm on Easter Monday), so
come along and meet the Easter Bunny. Visitors can explore
this indoor Burrow, meet the Easter Bunny, listen to the
Bunny telling an Easter story and every child will receive a full
size Easter egg. At Easter there is also an Easter Egg Hunt, a
chance for kids to colour Easter pictures, decorate egg-
shaped cookies and find a giant golden egg which the Easter

Bunny has hidden away somewhere on our Enchanted Walk
trail. £3.25 per child visiting the Burrow, including Bunny Tale
and Easter Egg. (Standard extra farm admission charges apply).

Easter Monday fun
Pop up Coffee Shop Call in to
Churchill Village Hall on Easter Monday
17 April 10am to 12 noon for a Pop Up
Coffee Shop in aid of THRIVE, a local
Charity supporting children in North
Oxfordshire living in desperate
circumstances. Home made cakes and
freshly brewed drinks. For more on the Charity see
www.thrive-northox.co.uk.
... and Kingham Charity Duck Races Burford & Kingham
Rotary Club will be hosting their traditional Duck Races at
the Mill House Hotel in Kingham on Monday 17 April from
noon-2pm. Support your duck for £2 or watch for free.

Easter beer for Easter fayre
Back this year by very popular demand
Hook Norton Brewery has hatched a
plan to once more brew their light and
eggstremely quaffable ale Hop To It
(3.8%), ‘a pale amber ale delivering a taste
of soft fruit with a hint of citrus’. Hop To
It will be on the bar at the brewery, in
Hook Norton pubs across Oxfordshire,

Gloucestershire, Northamptonshire, Warwickshire and
Worcestershire. It will be available in cask for April only so
don’t delay, hop to it today! There are lots of fine drinking
spots in Chipping Norton, with not only a selection of Hook
Norton beers, but many others as well. Home entertaining is
also fun although you may find family and friends resistant to
the idea of putting beer on the Easter table, but beer is great
with different types of food. Wychwood Brewery’s Hobgoblin,
traditionally crafted and brewed with Chocolate and Crystal
malts, is perfect with meat stews, sausages and mash or
perhaps an early BBQ. Roast turkey is a very beer-friendly
dish. It is particularly good with Duvel or you could pair it
with any kind of golden ale or lager such as Budweiser Budvar
or with a Belgian or Northern French blonde ale, the beer
world’s equivalent of chardonnay. What about lamb? Two ways
to go here – you could go for a strong Trappist beer like
Orval, Chimay Rouge or a French bière de garde (the
equivalent of a full bodied red) or a slightly sour red ale such
as Duchesse de Bourgogne (think pinot noir). So have some
Easter fun with beer!

Festivals for Songs and Ale
The Beer Festival season is starting! Banbury Song and Ale
Folk Festival is from 7pm Friday 7 April until 5pm Sunday 9th.
It’s in sing-around format plus surprise guests and fun &
games. Cost: £15 or day tickets are available. For more
information, contact Derek on 01295 709881. And of course
there are beer festivals in Chadlington (3 June), Hook Norton
(15 July) and elsewhere.

EASTER & SPRINGTIME
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Chipping Norton Music Festival
Festival Concert 18 March

To a full-house,
this ever popular
concert ended
the 105th Chip-
ping Norton
Music Festival.
Contestants, who
had taken part in
classes through-
out the Festival,
performed a
diverse selection
of music, song
and spoken word. The adjudicator of each category had
chosen an entrant who was especially entertaining, promising
or shone in their class to perform. They were introduced by
Peter Hunt who put them at their ease in front of the
audience whose appreciation of the delightful and talented
performers was evident. Award winners pictured above were
(l-r) Rachel Chai – William Bailey (Folk), Millie Eyles –
Wychwood Trophy for most promising primary school pianist
up to and including Grade 5, Imogen Murphy (piano) –
President’s Cup (most promising under 14), Frankie Scrivener
– Chipping Norton & Stow Methodist Circuit Bicentenary
Trophy for junior performance which best communicates with
the audience. Missing from the picture is Simon Crew (guitar)
winner of the Rotary Cup for the most promising under 18 and
Shep Sheppard – Chipping Norton Folk Club Award.

The Festival has been a great success with more entrants
than ever, especially in the Piano section. The President, Anthony
Williams spoke of the confidence through performance that
entrants gained through appearing in the Festival.

Kaye Freeman

The Theatre
Easter Take Part Fun 
Boys’ Dance Day 10 April 10am-4pm
7-11 years. £30 Bring lunch. This
workshop is designed especially for
boys, providing them with a rare
opportunity to dance with other boys
and explore contemporary and urban

dance techniques. The day culminates in a demonstration of
the skills learnedon stage at 3.45pm.  

Play In Two Days 10 & 11 April 10am-1pm 5-7 years. £40
Bring a snack. Participants will engage in drama games,
storytelling and improvisations and then create their own
version of a traditional tale to show to their families on stage
at 12.45pm on Tuesday 11 April. 

Play In Two Days 12 & 13 April 10am-4pm 8-12 years. £50
Bring lunch. During our popular Play In Two Days, participants
will join in fun drama games and activities, enjoy
improvisations and then create some ideas for their play
which will be performed on stage for family and friends at
3.45pm on Thursday 13 April.

Dance Day 19 April 10am-4pm 9+ years. £30 Bring lunch.
Step into the life of a West End dancer! This workshop
provides an opportunity to build confidence, gain knowledge

and learn choreography from a West End Show. The day
culminates in a performance on stage at 3.45pm.

African Drumming 21 April 10am-1pm 5-8 years. £22
Bring a snack. Participants find the workshop accessible and
enjoy getting involved with creating infectious grooves and
foot-tapping rhythms! The workshop culminates in a ‘sharing’
on stage at 12.45pm. 
For more information call the Box Office: 642350.

The Island
Coming to The Theatre from 10-20 May is a fascinating drama
featuring two characters who are prisoners in the infamous
Robben Island prison, best known as the place where Nelson
Mandela was incarcerated. The play, written in 1973,
premiered in a small Cape Town theatre, later moving to
London’s Royal Court, the Old Vic and to Broadway where it
won a Tony award. The staging, set in the round, ensures that
the audience are very close to the action, a device which has
proved most effective in the past. For more information call
the Box Office on 642350.

ChipLitFest
The Chippy literary fe(a)st is upon us this
month bringing headline authors such as
the Rev Richard Coles, Nadiya Hussain,
Jenni Murray, Ian Rankin, Tony Robinson,
and Joanna Trollope, to name but a few. Big
national and international names indeed,
willing to put Chippy firmly on the LitFest
map. At the launch of the Festival Jenny
Dee, Director, said, ‘We have a strong
programme with an amazing set of authors.’ As Jenny
acknowledged, this event, which has grown hugely since its
inception, would not happen without the support of sponsors,
trustees and volunteers. This remains, and will remain, ‘a local
community festival, using local venues: no marquees for us’
said Jenny. 

The ChipLitFest gets off to a flying start on 27 April with
the Reverend Richard Coles ‘bringing in the sheaves’ at one of
the main local venues, Chippy’s wonderful Theatre. This is also
where the whole family and artists of all ages will be treated
to 60 minutes of fun on 29 April with the Children’s Laureate
Chris Riddell – a distinctive and brilliant illustrator, newspaper

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

We love the 

Chipping Norton

Literary Festival

27-30th April

Photo: Martin Davies
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cartoonist, author of the Ottoline and Gothgirl series and the
recent gorgeous 100 Hugs. He will draw answers for any
questions you have for him. 

Here is an ABC of some of the fun sessions for all the
family. Check out what they refer to in the Festival Brochure
or online at www.chiplitfest.com: 

Why not take advantage of the three non-ticketed Very Short
Introduction sessions taking place at The Chequers? They are
always very interesting and informative. You could widen your
appreciation of animal behaviour, cognitive neuroscience, or
telescopes.

With so much going on, it looks as if Chipping Norton is
in for a busy and buzzing weekend. Further information at
www.chiplitfest.com where you can book tickets for all
events. Booking also at the Theatre Box Office 642350.

Writers in the Frame until 6 April. There’s still just time
left to catch photographs from previous ChipLitFests by Silver
Apples Photography, on display in the Theatre Art Gallery.
Joanne Harris, Fay Weldon, Brian Blessed, Richard and Judy
and David Nicholls are among the long line of authors and
media stars who have contributed and been captured in
revealing photographic portraits. From 30 mins before all live
shows, films and screenings and Saturdays 1pm-3pm.  

Other local events & news
The Cotswold Hare Trail, launched
at the Oxfordshire Museum,
Woodstock on 22 March, will be
something to enjoy all over the
Cotswolds until 10 September, with the
hares being auctioned in October. Artist
Nic Vickery has designed a hare for
Chipping Norton. He is called Geoffrey
Furbidge, in honour of Geoffrey
Burbidge (1925-2010) the renowned
astrophysicist born in Chippy and has
about him items which refer to the local
businesses sponsoring him.

Handel’s Messiah by the Burford Singers, conductor Brian
Kay with the Cotswold Chamber Orchestra leader Kate
Bailey 7.30pm Sunday 9 April, Church of St John the Baptist
Church Green,Burford OX18 4RY. Unreserved tickets only
available at £10. Telephone booking on 01993 822412 or The
Madhatter Bookshop, 122, High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ.
For details see www.burfordsingers.org.uk

Cotswold Decorative & Fine Arts Society’s April lecture
will be Food as Ephemeral Art by Dr Annie Gray. Wednesday
12 April 11am with coffee and tea 10.15-10.45. Bradwell
Village Hall, Burford OX18 4XF. Non-members welcome –
suggested donation £10 on the door. For more information
see www.cotswolddfas.org.uk

Saturday 15 April Chris Leslie at Wychwood Folk Club +
support from Ian Brown  at Tiddy Hall, Shipton Road, Ascott-u-
Wychwood, OX7 6AG. Tickets £10 in advance £12 on the door.
7.30 for 8pm. Parking & bar. Details: Mark/Elaine 01993 831427
or 07870 563299 wychwoodfolkclub@zoho.com. Chris is a local
multi-instrumentalist and singer-songwriter primarily known
over the last 19 years for his work with Fairport Convention. He
plays Fiddle, Mandolin, Tenor Guitar, Bouzouki, Ukulele, Banjo,
Oud, Whistle and Native American Flute. 

Artweeks 6-29 May. For three weeks
you will be able to visit open studios
across Oxfordshire for free. During
the 2nd week, 13-21 May, venues in
North and West Oxfordshire will be
open, including around Chipping
Norton. Much more on this in the
May edition of the News, see
www.artweeks.org for full details.

Exploring Music The 2017 season of music appreciation
classes at The Bell Hotel in Charlbury on occasional
Wednesdays, continues on 10 May with an exploration of how
classical composers have portrayed landscapes and seascapes.
All classes start at 10.30 and finish at 3.30. Lunch is available
(not included and not compulsory). The classes have been run
for many years by Dr Kate Eckersley, with a very informal
style. No technical knowledge is expected of those attending
and there are no assessments.  Average attendance last year
was 20 and new members are welcome. Single class £18.
Discounts for block bookings. For full details phone Peter Fry
on 01993 359189.

AAlien gym teachers;
BBumblebear; 
CCream buns; 
DDinosaurs & Dinner
ladies; 
EEvacuees; 
KKetchup-Face; 
GGiraffes; 
HHugs; 
IIllustrations; 

JJoin the fun; 
KKnights; 
LLive display; 
MMystery & Magic; 
NNo need to be
bored; 
OOttoline; 
PPizza for Pirates; 
QQuiz; 
RReadings; 

SStinky Socks;
TTanglewood; 
UUtterly amazing
authors; 
VVarious Venues;
WWildspace;
XXtraterrestrial
football; 
YYoung authors awards;
emergency ZZoo. 
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Town Sports Awards

Photos: Don Davidson
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The eighth Annual Town Sports Awards were held recently, in
a well attended Town Hall. Many thanks to the Town Council
and the Better Team at the Leisure Centre for sponsoring the
Awards. Speeches were followed by the presentation of
awards and then everyone enjoyed drinks and nibbles.

Judge Stuart Turner (pic 10) talked about his dealings with
famous sports people and the value of volunteering to help our
sports. Speakers from Better who had sponsored the Olympic
Legacy Awards spoke of their wish to help events like the
Awards, local sports clubs and budding sports stars. I hope to
have a future report on how they can help the local community.
Mayor Mike Tysoe then presented trophies to the Award

winners with the Chairman of the Recreation Committee,
Richard Benfield handing our the certificates. Finally Better’s
Pam Radley, General Manager of the Leisure Centre presented
the medals to the Olympic Legacy winners and the Mayor
presenting their certificates.

A very big thank you to Deputy Mayor Don Davidson for
taking the photographs. We always make it hard for Don,
especially the final group photo (see front page)! Thanks to
Sainsbury's for assistance with the food and drink and to my
family for help with refreshments on the night. I hope we can
look forward to a ninth awards ceremony in 2018.

Graham Beacham

Award Winners
Olympic Legacy 
Sponsored by Better

Gold Medal: Zoe Pearson - Swimming (pic 1)
Silver Medal: Chipping Norton School

U12 Cricket Team (pic 2)
Bronze Medal: Tracey Shadbolt - Skater

Hockey (pic 3)

Club Award
Chippy Swifts - Junior Football (pic 4)

Team Award 
Over 18 Team: Chipping Norton Town

Football Club (pic 9 below)
Under 18 Team: Chippy Trixters - Skater

Hockey (pic 5)6

9 10

Sportsperson of the Year U11 
Dijonay Walker - Athletics(pic 6)

Sportsperson of the Year 11-17 
Brett Massey  - Ice Hockey (pic 7 ) 

18+ Sportsperson of the Year 
Grant Phillips Tebb - American football (pic 8)

Speaker Stuart Turner
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29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer

quality

products 

at

competitive

rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens

Easter Holiday Activities
At the Leisure Centre An exciting variety of activities for
children is on offer over the Easter holiday and for the more
senior, Walking Football sessions kick off on Monday 25 April
(6-6.50pm). Call The Leisure Centre on 01608 644412 or
email chippingnorton@GLL.org.uk for full details. 

Monkey Dragon School of Karate
Congratulations to some of our younger members on their

recent grading.
Pictured l-r:
Charlie awarded
White/ Yellow
belt 10th Kyu.
Oona awarded
White/Red belt
11th Kyu, Jessica
awarded  White/
Yellow belt 10th

Kyu, Adam and
James both
awarded full Red

belts 9th Kyu.They have all worked very hard. For anyone
interested in trying karate at CN Leisure Centre, we have
sessions Thursdays 6-7pm for children and 7-8pm for
teenagers & adults (first lesson free). For details call 07472
789346 or 643903 and ask for either Ben or John.

Julie Dowling

Rotary’s SWIM-A-FUN 
Saturday 1 April sees a sponsored swimming event at the
Leisure Centre for anyone who can swim a length! It has two
aims: to raise funds for charity and to encourage healthy
community activity. Give half of what you raise to your
favourite charity, with the remainder going to the Lawrence
Home Nursing and Rotary’s End Polio Now. Enter a team as
the Swim-a-Fun is a relay, everyone will be part of a team.
Maximum of 6 Per Team. For more information or to register
please visit http://chippyswim.com/ or email
ns.fane@gmail.com 

Chipping Norton Bowls Club
Open Day Saturday 29 April from 1pm Whilst enjoying
the comforts of playing indoors for the last six months our
thoughts must now turn to the outdoors. With a busy
summer planned ahead of us and the desire for good weather,
we will be starting off the season with an open day on
Saturday 29 April. Come along and enjoy our new and
improved facilities. Even if you have never bowled before
equipment and expert advice is available. A warm welcome
awaits you here at Greystones. For more information call Val
Harris on 658201 or Roberta Jarvie 643556.

4 Shires Swimming
The last few weeks have been very busy with fantastic results
in the Counties. We managed 26 top 8 places plus the Junior
relay team finishing 8th and the Seniors came 12th.

The Club has joined the Chiltern League which takes
place over three months on a Saturday evening. It has a very
different feel to a normal gala and is a great team event. Our
Head Coach was slightly confused when we finished the
February evening with 31 speeding tickets finishing 8th but it

transpired that we had actually come first!. Swimmers of the
meet were Alex Smith for her great supportive spirit and
Matthew Edmonds who did really well swimming in all age
groups. 

During the first weekend in March, 16 more experienced
swimmers attended the CMK open meet at Bletchley and
achieved very good results. Meanwhile our younger and less
experienced swimmers went to the City of Oxford
Development meet – great for those with no previous gala
experience or who need a time in one particular event. Some
very good results were attained here as well.

Congratulations to Zoe Pearson
(pictured) who was nominated by her
school teacher for the Chipping Norton
Town sports awards. Due to Zoe's great
achievements in the last year she came
away with the Olympic Legacy Gold
Medal. Well done from all in the Club.

The Club is offering a new masters
session at 7.15-8.15am Tuesdays at
Chipping Norton pool. If interested
please contact membership@4ssc.co.uk

Philippa Upton

Football
Chipping Norton Town Football Club: February started
positively for the Firsts with a weakened team grinding out a
3-2 win over Eynsham, Yusuf Okunade with a brace and Josh
Hunt the scorers. After that promising start suspensions and
injuries took their toll and Chippy fell to a 4-1 defeat to
Spartan on the 11th, Josh Hunt with the consolation and then
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on the 25th losing 4-0 away to a talented Kirtlington. A tricky
home game on the 11th against league favourites Harborough
beckons as the Magpies look to avenge the humiliating defeat
earlier in the season. A big ask given the injury list though in
this topsy turvy season anything seems possible.

The Club was hugely honoured to win the Over 18 Team
Award at the Town’s Annual Sports Awards. See photo on p20.
As the Town knows this is a hugely turbulent period in the
long and proud history of Chipping Norton Football Club.
This recognition and visible support from  the community and
Town Council,  will inspire the Club to keep working away at
keeping football alive and kicking in Chippy.

Dominic Rickard

CN Town Swifts: The Swifts picked up the coveted ‘Club of
the Year’ award at
the recent Town
Sports Award
ceremony in the
Town Hall.
U12/U13 coach
Luke Newman
said, ‘This is a
proud moment
for everyone
involved with the
Swifts, so much
work goes on
behind the
scenes and this recognition means so much to the army of
coaches and volunteers who put the hours in each week’.

The Swifts’ annual awards day is on 18 June at the Rugby
Club. It will be an afternoon of celebration with all the teams
playing in some exhibition matches in front of what we hope
will be a noisy and encouraging crowd. The Club will also be
taking new registrations on the day for the 2017/18 season
with special ‘early bird’ prices availabel.

As for the on the pitch news…………….. 

U7s Three wins in February, one in the league and two
friendlies – competitive matches against good teams with the
U7s adapting to playing in different positions. 

U8W A disappointing month beset by injuries and poor
weather. February saw the Whites lose a couple of games by
narrow margins. Morale remains good and importantly players
are improving and enjoying themselves.

At time of writing, U8 Blacks face their last league game with
the chance of finishing at the top!! Very exciting and a very
good achievement. Later they will attend the Trophy Event to
defend the crown they won last year – always exciting and
good experience. Hopefully we will do our best again.

The U9s bowed out of the Cup at the quarter final stage
having shown great character to get this far. We now focus on
the league where we have lost only once all season, and will
spend the rest of the year trying players in new positions. 

A hard month for the U10s who have made great strides in
their inaugural season. However, three successive defeats in
January show there is still room for improvement despite
some incredible performances and with better luck the
results could easily have been reversed. 

After a slow start, the U12s’ results in the ‘A’ League have picked
up and they are looking to mount a late run to solidify them in

the middle of the table. Friendlies will then provide practice
for the step up to full-size 11v11 football next season.

The U13s’ fabulous rise has continued, and at the time of
writing they are on a four-game winning run in the league. The
team is now full of confidence and it is amazing to see a team
previously at the very bottom of their age group play with
such freedom. They are now setting-up a serious challenge for
2nd place in the ‘C’ League and promotion for next season.

The U16s continue to impress despite a shortage of
players. They remain in the top league and continuously
shine against more resourceful sides in the division.

Martyn Walsh

Cricket Club
Over the winter our Under 13's played
indoor cricket for the first time, and
won more games than lost. Our senior
team did even better, gaining promotion
back to Division One of the Indoor
Banbury League – they finished runners
up in Division Two, missing out on
winning the league by just one point. April
will see the Club venture outside to get ready
for competitions starting in May. The Working Day will get the
ground ready for the season, then it will be outdoor practice
for young and old. There should be great opportunities for
junior and senior players for plenty of matches to play this
season. Do come and join us! Please see the Club website,
Twitter and Facebook for details or contact our recruiting
officer Rik Yapp at rik.yapp@bt.com 

We wait to see if the proposed 100 houses will be built
by our ground (see article p4). We have objected to these
plans as we have fears for security, the road to the site is near
our entrance and for cricket balls being hit in to the site.

Graham Beacham

The Vintage Sports-Car Club
The Vintage Sports-Car Club, whose

headquarters are in the Old Post
Office  Chipping Norton, will
launch its ‘Formula Vintage’ Race
Season at Silverstone on 22/23

April. The well-established ‘Spring
Start’ season opener will be a

spectacular two-day feature at the home of
British motorsport, with the Club’s celebrated Pre-war and
Historic content taking centre stage across the weekend’s
programme which offers 80 years of history and tradition
with pre-war cars racing wheel to wheel. To find out more
about exiting Vintage action on and off the track with
something for all the family visit www.vscc.co.uk. Advance
Spectator Tickets are now on sale.

American Football
The Over 18 Town Sportsperson of the Year, Grant Phillips
Tebb plays American football with the Oxford Saints. The
team started their preparation for this year’s Division 1
Southern Football Conference Central  season with friendly
games away at Premier Division Farnham Knights and at
home to Division 2 North Champions Leicester Falcons, with
their regular season starting on 16 April 16 (at home to
Sussex Thunder from Crawley) and finishing 30 July.
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Support for Multiple Sclerosis
On Sunday 23 October
last year, the Woodstock &
Kidlington Rotary Club’s
annual 5k and 10k
sponsored runs took
place. This time the
proceeds were for the
West Oxfordshire Group
of the MS Society. The

event attracted 600 runners on a bright but cold day with
excellent sponsorship. On Wednesday 8 March the Group
was presented with a cheque for £5,790 by the Rotary Club’s
president, David Thompson. This will be used to fund new
equipment for use in therapy sessions and to trial at home,
support our carers’ lunch (Carers’ Week is 12-18 June) and
help with transport for wheelchair users to our events. I
would like to thank the Rotary Club and especially David for
their support and wish them well for their fundraising for
future groups. Please do contact me if you would like to help
raise funds for this very worthwhile cause. My contact details
are tel: 645988 or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson

Railway Club off to Minehead
For the meeting on 7 March, the speaker arrived in Banbury,
by train! ‘Coventry Kid’ Chris Youett, was without his running
mate, Dave, who is usually his chauffeur. We missed Dave and
his banter but Chris more than made up for his absence. His
talk was entitled The Midland & Great Northern Railway and
his slides included many of seaside journeys to Skegness,
Caister and other resorts in East Anglia. There was also a
reminder of the station used for the Dad’s Army episode, when
the King came to visit! 

The Oxfam Bookshop has become the beneficiary of 400
to 600 Railway books, from a deceased collector. They will be
on view at the shop in Chipping Norton on 4 April. All will be
for sale of course and there are some rare titles available. 

Also on that date is the April meeting. Frank Banfield
returns with more of his Heritage Transport Films. While on
2 May the speaker will be Cyril Parsons, talking about The
Post Office Railway. 

Which brings me to the May outing. The venue is the
West Somerset Railway in Minehead. At 22 miles, it is the
longest preserved line in the UK. An added bonus will be the
seaside, plus the sunshine which always blesses our outings!
For more info please ring me on 641586. 

The lighter nights will soon be here, so do come and join
us on the first Tuesday of the month; for an evening of
Preserved Steam and just occasionally, Diesel travel. Meetings,

in the Town Hall, begin at 7.30pm. Meet new friends and enjoy
a free cup of tea or coffee and biscuits in the interval. 

Estelle Brain

Seasonal colours at C N Flower Club
A good crowd of
members and
visitors filled the
lower Town Hall in
February and were
entertained by Linda
Seabrook and a
selection of floral
displays entitled
Season’s Greeting. As part of the evening the end results were
raffled off and several people went home clutching some
lovely arrangements. The April meeting is our garden talk with
Nathalie Mignotte entitled Seasonal Colours in the Garden.
Visitors always welcome for more information phone Ann
01608 683289 or Kaye 01993 831146

Look out for Lions’ Eggs!
On the agenda this month are Easter Eggs, Easter Bingo and
electric mobility scooters! Our chocolate Eggs have been
displayed in various establishments in and around Chipping
Norton. Friday 7 April sees our Easter Bingo in the Town Hall
starting at 7pm with free entry, and a bar and refreshments
available. So make a date for a terrific evening of fun. See also
advert p29. For some years now we have been providing
electric mobility scooters to individuals with a medical
need so allowing them to continue to get around. These

Top: Rotary’s
David

Thompson
presenting the
cheque to Sue
Haines on

behalf of the MS
Group; right:
volunteers from
the MS Group
who helped at

the run
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are usually refurbished scooters in excellent condition and
some of the money we raise goes towards that cost. We
currently have a small number readily available. If you know
someone who might be in need of such help, then please get
in touch with Lion Rob Caswell on 01608 646003 or contact
us via our website – www.chippingnorton lions.org.uk).

John Roxby

WOWI off to The Museum & The Fox
West Oxfordshire WI had a
great meeting in February with
Heather Shute and Eddy her dog.
Heather's talk about Medical
Detection Dogs Charity was so
passionate and everyone fell in
love with Eddy! March brings us
to our AGM. A committee will
be elected and a President from
that committee. Linda Page has
been our Treasurer for three
years and is now standing down
from the committee and the
Treasurer's role. She has been a
fabulous Treasurer and kept
WOWI's books in order in an incredibly efficient way. We
would all like to thank her very much for all her hard work.
The business of the AGM will be followed by socialising with
wine and cheese!

April's meeting is the week after our usual date, (which
falls on Easter Monday), when we will be visiting the Chipping
Norton Museum and then crossing the road to The Fox for a

drink. Please come and join us. Details from: Hilary Dix
01608 646228

A Scottish Passion: Mad About the Isles
In February Vice Commodore Chris Adams talked to CN

Yacht Club about his passion for sailing in the wild waters of
Western Scotland. This is a magical and historic area of 790
offshore islands, zillions of little isles and skerries, and 10,000
miles of coastline (thrice that of England). He discovered it as
a teenager, and however far he roams, regularly returns there.
With weather that can be dramatic, strong tides (including a
world-class whirlpool in the Gulf of Corryvreckan), his advice
to make plans but not to stick to them too rigidly was clearly
borne of much experience.

Chris adopted a thematic structure, allowing him to
cover a wide scope. Themes included beaches, brochs (iron
age, defensive towers), churches, abbeys and tombs, castles,
birds and beasties, boats, lighthouses, distilleries and ferries.
He showed a large number of simply stunning photographs
and each theme was accompanied by some traditional music.
It was a truly evangelical evening.

The Club has some very interesting members, who, together
with our external speakers, always give us memorable and
horizon-broadening talks. For more detailed write-ups of the
talks, details of our programme, and to book, visit cnyc.co.uk! 

Roger Backhaus

Amnesty greets new MP
We met our MP Robert Courts to introduce ourselves to
him, explain our work, and discuss with him some pressing
Human Rights issues. We learnt that he is a firm believer in
the power of diplomacy; he answered our questions on
various issues in Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran saying that
diplomatic relationships must be maintained with these
countries and can be the tool to improve Human Rights.

The Dubs Debate on unaccompanied refugee children,
from Syria and other countries being allowed entry to our
country was discussed. Mr Courts thought that, ‘while it is
necessary that we take in as many children as we can, it is also
important to ensure that councils have the capacity to help
these families. We are constrained not by money, but by issues
such as the availability of translators’ pointing out that, in
addition to efforts to resettle refugees, the UK has pledged
more than £2.3 billion in aid in response to the Syrian conflict.

It was good to meet him; we weren’t expecting him to
agree with us on all issues but he proved to be well-informed
and an attentive listener, promising to get back to us on some
important issues. Next meeting: 7.30 Thursday 13 April in the
Lower Town Hall. All are welcome and there is no charge.
Further details from Barbara Walters on 643750. 

Kaye Freeman

Hidden Beauty
8 Middle Row

Chipping Norton

0X7 5NH

01608 643862

Email:hiddenbeautyoxfordshire@yahoo.com

Website:www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart
of Chipping Norton

Offering a wide range of beauty

and hair treatments. 

Hair services

Nail treatments

Environ Facials

Waxing

Lashes & brows 

Competitive prices

We pride ourselves on our quality standards
and customer care

For queries, questions and more
information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Scouting round and about
Beavers: Woodpecker Colony Our Beavers have been
fortunate to visit both the Police Station and The Theatre. We
had a police escort to the Station, followed by a tour and a
quiz and the chance to visit the cells! At The Theatre, we had

a tour which included the Green Room, the wings and the
rehearsal room. The Beavers were treated to a viewing of the
last flight of the Vulcan bomber which everyone enjoyed
tremendously! We were also taught a new game which many
actors use before starting rehearsals: Zip Zap Boing
(pictured)! A fantastic time was had by all. 

Many thanks to Police Sgt Payne and her team, Howard
and his colleagues at The Theatre, and also the parent helpers
who came along and made these visits possible.

Cubs have been making pancakes. Everyone had a go at
beating the batter and had a chance to toss their pancake – if
they dared! For the science badge, they have been making
torches out of an LED, drawing pins, a paperclip and a battery
all mounted on a small block of wood. This was a good lesson
in electrical circuits as they all quickly learnt that the circuit

CLUB NEWS

Worton Organic Garden at NOOG
David Blake, the entertaining co-
founder of Worton Organic
Garden, near Yarnton, joins us
on Wednesday 5 April at 7.30pm
to share the tale of the creation
of this organic smallholding. He
and his partner, Anneke, have
created a glorious seven-acre

market garden enthusiastically growing virtually everything
that’s possible in this country – from chickens (pictured!) to
Chinese cucumbers, Italian vegetables, fruit, herbs and flowers
– which they sell in their characterful shop and café.

On Wednesday 3 May, at the earlier time of 7pm, our first
outdoor visit takes us to Kingham Lodge, home of
Christopher and Delphie Stockwell. Their five-acre
landscaped garden will be displaying a variety of sculptures,
ready for Oxfordshire Artweeks. 

Do join us. Our April meeting is in St Mary’s Parish
Rooms, Chipping Norton. Visitors are welcome (visitors £3,
members £1). For enquiries about North Oxon Organic
Gardeners please contact tracylean@gmail.com, 01295
780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Stargazing into April
With the signs of Spring becoming more obvious, members of
Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group welcome the
gradual changes to the night sky as the dominant winter
constellations are lost to the evening twilight whilst the
galaxy-rich constellations of Spring rise higher above the
Eastern horizon. April finds CNAAG in the middle of a busy
period of events in support of BBC Stargazing Live. Events at
the Cotswold Discovery Centre at Northleach, Kitebrook
School and Daylesford Organics began our programme of
events which will continue well into the month. On Saturday
1 April we will be at the Rollright Stones hosting a public
stargazing evening from 6-11pm, in the event of bad or non-
observable conditions we will relocate to Long Compton
Village Hall from 6-10pm for astronomical displays and talks.
On Saturday 8th we have a town centre double event thanks
to the kind permission of Patrick & Polly at Jaffé & Neale
Bookshop. From 11am-2.30pm we will be solar observing and
unveiling our new solar telescope, part funded by Chipping
Norton Town Council. If clear, we will return later from 6-
9.30pm to observe the Moon through a wide range of
powerful telescopes. On Monday 17th we welcome Chipping
Norton’s own Oxford astrophysicist Andrew Pontzen as our
special Stargazing Live guest speaker in the Methodist Rooms
7.30 for an 8pm start. Details www.cnaag.com

CNAAG is for everyone with an interest in space and the
Universe, whether you are an old hand or looking for a new
interest you will be very welcome to join us at any meeting 

Robin Smitten 

Stargazing

Live 
1 April: at the Rollright Stones

8 April: in Chipping Norton town centre

See report above for details
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had to be complete with the battery mounted the right way
around for their torch to work.

Scouts have been working hard on badge work this month.
Five of our Scouts took part in the District Swimming gala
and came 3rd in their age group and 5th overall.
Congratulations to all of them. We have invested four new
Scouts who have moved up from Cubs. Four of the Scouts
have gained their Chief Scouts Gold Award, which is the
highest award in scouting. Their awards were presented by
Alec Stanworth the District Commissioner.

Explorers For the second year running Chippy Explorers
joined other
scouts from all
over the country
in a bid to cover
the real
Monopoly board
destinations in
London. Our
Lions team came
away with a
virtual profit of
over £2,000 while
unfortunately our
Lemurs team
made a slight loss.
Great fun was
had by all and the
day included
meeting a guardsman complete with bearskin (pictured),
seeing the NHS rally, street theatre and touring the M&Ms
store in Leicester Square.

Fundraising We are proud to announce that 6th Chipping
Norton are now the Midcounties Co-operative (Chipping
Norton)’s fundraising partner. Joint fundraising planned
includes a charity car wash, bag stuff, cake sales and badge
activities. 

Chippy Folk happy at the Artyard Café
The March meeting happily illustrated our continuing
‘evolution’ into  Chippy Folk & Acoustic Club with a very fine
evening of diverse song and music. The ArtYard café is proving
an exceptional venue with the phrase ‘great atmosphere’
frequently heard. Good to see yet more new faces – both
performers and audience – as word gets around. Next get
together: 10 April. Details www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

Join the leisurely Ramblers
The bad weather on the first Sunday in March was responsible
for the second Sunday seeing six Ramblers enjoy a circular
walk from Little Compton to Chastleton, in lovely warm
sunshine. Spring flowers and catkins to tuck away in that inner
eye; and there is no doubt the major ‘industry’ in the area is
horses. We admired the mellow stones of 500-year-old
Chastleton House, but saved a visit for another day. By 2 April
the clocks will have gone forward, so we will gather at 2pm in
New Street car park in anticipation of a leisurely walk of
about 2 hours and 4 miles long. Come and join us! More
information from jennyharrington@btinternet.com or from
me on 01608 643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk 

Heather Leonard

Chippy Labour Party
The key issue of the moment is the consultation on
reorganisation of the NHS in the North of Oxfordshire. At
crowded meetings the Clinical Commissioning Group has
attempted to explain the basis for change. As a Labour party
locally we have serious concerns about the impact on Chippy. We
fully support the work of the Hospital Action Group and have
collected hundreds of signatures opposing some of the changes.

With County Council elections in May, we have looked at
the impact of yet another austerity budget by the
Conservative Government and the latest cuts from the
County Council. 

As usual we will meet at 7.45 on the second Thursday
of April at The Chequers. Non-members are welcome. For
more information on our activities contact me, David Heyes,
at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk  Or you can find us under the
red gazebo in the Market Square every Saturday morning.

Looking ahead with CNWI
A retrospective of all the past year’s events and activities took
place during the annual meeting of Chipping Norton Women’s
Institute on 8 March, while plans are in hand for our 2017-18
programme of speakers and events, at both local and county
level. After refreshments the afternoon concluded with a
lighthearted botanical quiz to which most people knew the
answers! Members will also be attending the group meeting
at Spelsbury in early April, which is a good opportunity to
meet up with the other WIs in the Norton group.

The speaker at our next meeting on 12 April is Elaine
Parsons who is to give us a flower arranging demonstration.
As we now change to evening sessions for the summer, this

K J Millard Ltd

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!

All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.

Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361



27

gathering will be at 7pm in the Lower Town Hall and visitors
and new members are welcome to join us there.

Prudence Chard 642903

40th Year for CN Probus Club
Founded 40 years ago, our Probus Club is a friendly active group
of retired business and professional men from a wide range of
backgrounds who have regular lunchtime meetings
withinteresting speakers – all arranged to encourage fellowship
amongst our members. Meetings held at 11am on the third
Tuesday in the month at The Crown & Cushion Hotel also aim
to provide opportunities for our members to keep in touch and
to organise events and visits to places of interest – extending
the offer of fellowship to wives and partners.

At the recent Annual
General Meeting outgoing
President, Will Price, handed
over the chain of office to
George Clary (pictured left),
along with his best wishes for a
successful year at the helm of a

really great club. This year is
particularly special as it is our
40th Anniversary – the first
meeting was on 21 February
1977 when 21 members
attended. New President
George was pleased to
report that the Club’s membership is now in excess of 40.
One his first tasks was to present incoming Vice President,
Roger Wilkin (pictured above) with his badge of office and to
wish him every success. 

Our next meeting is 18 April 11am at The Crown &
Cushion Hotel when Mike Bunston will describe The
Wonders of Tea. New members are very welcome. Please visit
www.chippingnortonprobus.com or contact Geoffrey Norris
at gnorris191@btinternet.com for more information.

Martin Williams

Tales of the Thames
The History Society at its March meeting heard an
informative talk about pleasure boating on the Thames, given
by author Dr Simon Wenham. Pleasure boating took off in the
19th century following the decline in commercial activity on
the river as a result of the coming of the railways. It was
popularised in books such as Jerome K Jerome’s Three Men in
Boat. In 1862, Lewis Carroll first recited the story of Alice in
Wonderland while sailing up the river in a gig. The punt was an
‘invented tradition’, the boat design adapted from an earlier
working boat; the new punt was narrower and included a
saloon. The river has witnessed two major disasters; the
sinking of the paddle steamer, SS Princess Alice in 1878 and
the Marchioness disaster in 1989.         

Do come and join us on 10 April to hear our talk on
Memories of the Vale – about life in the countryside before
the railways, at 7.30 pm in the Methodist Church Hall.    

Rob Brown

Horticultural Bonsai secrets
The morning started very mistily on the day of Chipping
Norton Horticultural Association's March meeting, but soon
turned into a glorious spring day.  This made us feel good and
we looked forward to the evening to the return visit of Philip
Aubrey from Alvechurch with a presentation Lovely Lawns
and Flower Meadows. Over 50 members and friends listened
to an interesting talk and demonstration of useful garden
tools to help keep our lawns and flower meadows healthy
throughout the year. 

On 19 April in the Methodist Church Hall at 7.30, Tony
Andrews from Kidlington will share with us his knowledge on

CLUB NEWS
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Bonsai. This will be the final indoor meeting of the winter
season. 

During the summer months four days out have been
arranged.  Friends interested in hearing more details, visit our
website www.cnha.uk or phone the secretary on 643275.

Eileen Forse

Green Gym lays a hedge
Or is it layering a hedge? Anyway we have spent three

sessions at Church Enstone doing just that and the corner on
the cross roads to Great Tew looks much neater and the
hedge will last for much longer. We have also continued with
the ‘healthy eating’ project at the far end of the Chipping
Norton Health Centre. Having thoroughly weeded and dug
over the patch, we have now built raised beds and filled them
with top soil, ready for vegetables. If you want to have a look,
they are outside the pharmacy. One day there will be fresh
veg there – just for the taking! And at St Mary’s School we

have weeded their overgrown vegetable plots ready for the
children to do the planting.

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning.
New members are very welcome – to get fit and enjoy good
company while caring for the local environment. There are
jobs for all ages and abilities. No joining fee and lifts may be
available. Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington 643269

UKIP Corner
On 11 March, together with other local UKIP Chairs, I had a
meeting with UKIP Chairman Paul Oakden about the future,
and what it holds for our Party. I am happy to report that
UKIP is solvent, with 4 major backers. The position of our
leader and others is secure. The UKIP name will remain
unchanged. Yes we hit our big goal of the Referendum, but we
are two years away from actually leaving the EU, and while
Mrs May is now borrowing our clothes, there is plenty of time
for our core principal aim to be eroded. Those of you who
follow such things will realise that huge sections of our 2015
manifesto are now Government policy, very flattering to be
sure, but it does mean that we have to formulate new policies
aimed at resolving our nation’s current problems such as the
grave concerns with the NHS, Social Care, migration and a
raft of other issues. 

If you’d like to discuss these or any other issues, please
contact me via UKIP.ChippingNorton@GMail.com,
or just stop me for a chat when you see me in town.

Jim Stanley

Hedge laying at Church Enstone so that the hedge looks neater
and will last for much longer



CNPS News: Our Year 11 Girl Sports Leaders hosted a very
successful Ball Skills
Festival for Year 3 and 4
pupils. The younger
children were split into
mixed teams and the
leaders taught them a
range of simple skills
including a warm up,
team cheering, ball skills
and team tactics in
preparation for the
Benchball competition.
They really enjoyed
competing against each other to see how many children could
get from one side of the court to the other by throwing the
ball to their team mates. The winning team included children
from Holy Trinity, Charlbury and Middle Barton Primary
Schools. 

Families from Year 4, 5 &
6 CNPS primary schools
took part in ‘Family
Focus’ workshops:
Astronomy, ‘No Fear
Shakespeare’ & St John
First Aid. All of these
events are run by
teachers from our
school, apart from the

First Aid which is run by St John First Aid Trainers. We are also
very lucky that Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group
(CNAAG) come along with their telescopes and expertise to
support the Astronomy event. The workshops are set up to
encourage parents and children to come and work together
doing something new and exciting. Thank you to the hard
working staff at Chipping Norton School who gave up their
time to run the workshops. It is an event that benefits parents,
children and teachers alike, and we are proud to host it. We
look forward to inviting you all to our Summer Family Focus. 

Year 12 Dance Leaders led a Dance Festival called
‘Commotion in the Ocean’ for Year 1 pupils at St Mary’s
School. The Year 1 pupils devised dance sequences based on
the book using the pictures and storytelling to fire their

imagination. They all produced a small piece of dance and
performed.  The Year 12s really do enjoy the opportunity to
work with our CNPS Year 1 pupils, and it is a mutually
beneficial experience for all the children involved. The Year
12s have the opportunity to improve and demonstrate their
leadership skills and the Year 1s take part, have fun and do love
working with older children.

Chipping Norton School
Sports News: On 23 February our Year 7 and 8 teams
travelled to
M a r l b o ro u g h
School for the
annual West
Oxon Indoor
Athletics comp-
etition. Students
had a go at a
range of events
which included
running, jumping
and throwing.
After a fantastic
effort by all
students both our Year 7 boys  (pictured) and Year 7 girls
ended up as winners meaning they now go on to represent
West Oxon at the County event in April – a fantastic
achievement! Congratulations to Oscar Willis, Finlay Beggin,
Archie Jones, Jojo Styles, Will Ingham, Nayah Aitken, Isobel
Mair, Dijonay Walker, Demi Watts and Lily Edwards.

Award-winning author talk: The Year 8s loved meeting
Carnegie Award-
winning author Tanya
Landman when she
came to talk to them
about her brilliant
historical novels. We
would like to thank
Chip Lit Fest for
organising this event
(particularly Milly
Weaver, the Schools

and Young People Programme Director), Jaffé & Neale for
their help with the book signing, and of course, Tanya for her
inspiring talk.

Book Week: It was great to have a week of book-related
activities to celebrate World Book Day this year. Students
were challenged to try 'something new’ by choosing a
mystery book from a lucky dip. Books were exchanged at
'Book Swap', puzzling book quizzes were attempted in English
lessons, and a treasure hunt competition took place in the
library. Staff stuck posters on their classroom doors telling
everyone what books they were enjoying reading. Highlight of
the week was 'Stop & Read' on World Book Day when
students and staff enjoyed relaxing with a book or magazine
of their choice for 15 minutes before morning break.

29

SCHOOL  NEWS

CHIPPING NORTON LIONS

EASTER BINGO 
Friday 7 April from 7pm

The Town Hall, Chipping Norton

EVERYONE WELCOME

LOTS OF PRIZES •  RAFFLE • BAR & SNACKS

All profits from the evening will go towards local causes.



St Mary’s Primary 
Foundation: The Found-
ation classes enjoyed a visit
from the Chipping Norton
Vets to start off our topic
on pets. Becca talked to us
about the animals she
looks after and brought in a
stethoscope, syringes and
plenty of bandages for us
to experiment with. We
looked at X rays and tried
to decide which animal
they belong to and which
part of their body! We

loved hearing about the different sorts of animals she
sees....not just cats and dogs but giraffes and spiders! Becca
kindly left her pet monkey with us so we could treat him in
the vets in our classroom. We are now loving having our own
animal hospital! A big thank you to the Vets.

Year 1: Ananya Pednekar and Ella Tinkham (Year 1) report: On

1 March,Year 1 took part in a dance session with pupils from
Chipping Norton School. We discussed  the book
‘Commotion in the Ocean’ and we learnt a dance to go with
the different parts of the story. We danced in groups and each
group pretended to be different animals. ‘I was a penguin and
I had to waddle’.  ‘My friend was a crab and I was moving like
seaweed’ added Ella Tinkham. At the end of the afternoon we
all got a certificate. We had a great time. Thank you to all the
pupils  who helped us to learn the dance.
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Year 3/4 – The Selfish Giant: Madeline Palmer and Millie
Bristow report: All the pupils of St Mary’s school watched a play

by The Image Theatre Company called The Selfish Giant. We all
enjoyed the play and some of the pupils got to play a part. It
was really fun. The people from the company introduced
themselves and then they chose the children to help. All the
children who acted the story out were fantastic! The story
was all about two young children who loved to play in a
Giant’s garden but the Giant wouldn’t let them but in the end
they all made friends.

World Book Day: On World Book Day we all came dressed
up as a character from a book eg Harry Potter, The Secret
Garden and The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. Our Head

Teacher dressed as a Teddy Bear and read Let’s Go Home Little
Bear, which she used to read to her own children. After
assembly, the teachers went to a different class and read their
favourite story to the
children. At break
time we were able to
swap a book from
home for another.
The whole school
went to visit Jaffé &
Neale book shop to
exchange our World
Book Day voucher.
There was a variety
of books. Conner
chose a book by
David Walliams. The
classes even got to
decorate their class
doors with a book
theme. By Year 5/6 
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Year 4 Visit The Living Rainforest: Firstly, we got put into

groups – Macaws and
Toucans, and set off
for our 1-hour
adventure on the
coach. Next we got
into our area, then set
off with our leaders.
On our tours we
learnt about how the
rainforest animals

cope with their
habitat. We saw
Geoldi’s Monkeys,
Poison Dart Frogs, a
Water Monitor, Boa
Constrictors, an
Armadillo, Yellow-
footed Turtles,
Toucans, a Tarantula
and lots more! We
saw lots of plants,
and learnt how their leaves have adapted to deal with all the
rain. We thought the trip was epic! By Isla & Sophie Y4

National Schools Commission: We were very proud to
receive an invitation to attend the National Schools
Commission ‘Thank You’ Briefing held by the National Schools
Commissioner. The briefing was not only to say ‘thank you’ to
the 20 top performing primary schools in the region, but to
also share good practice to help other schools. 

Mother’s Day Assembly: Emotions were running high in
assembly this morning amongst the Reception Class parents,
who were invited to a special Mother’s Day Assembly. They
were serenaded by their children and told why they were
loved by them. The children presented portraits to them
highlighting what makes their mums special ‘in their eyes’!

St Patrick’s Assembly: The Year 2 parents were treated to
a thought provoking assembly about their children’s class
Saint. They did a short dramatisation of St Patrick’s life and
showed how St Patrick’s Day is celebrated around the world. 

Chipping Norton Music Festival: On 4 March, the Key
Stage One and Two Choirs took part in the Chipping Norton
Music Festival's Junior Choirs’ event. It was a wonderful
opportunity for the children to watch and listen to other
school choirs performing and to have written and verbal
feedback from a professional adjudicator. The adjudicator
commented on their vibrant and rhythmic singing and their
stylish delivery. A huge well done to both choirs!

Our KS1 children took part in the Speech and Drama
section of the Music Festival. All of the children had worked
in groups of 15 to choose and recite a poem with actions.
These were then performed on the Town Hall stage in front
of an audience and a professional adjudicator. The adjudicator
was really complimentary about all our groups commenting
upon how expressive the children were, how creative they
had been with their movements and how well they used their
voices to ‘bring the poems to life’.

We were  awarded two distinctions, and two highly
commended certificates. A big thank you to the Music Festival

organisers for providing our children with these enriching
opportunities each year.

Prayer Garden: Our Prayer Garden is coming along
wonder fu l ly
and will be
ready for the
children to
use this term.
The Junior
L e a d e r s h i p
pupils planted
five trees,
which in-
cluded a
cherry blos-
som tree in
memory of
Mrs Hovard.
We received a donation from the Ernest Cook Trust to

purchase bird houses, an insect house and other homes for
hedgehogs and insects. 

World Book Day – Readathon: This year, to celebrate
World Book Day, we organised a ‘Readathon’ sponsored read.
The children chose their favourite titles to read and collected
sponsorship for each book they read. Money  raised will be
sent to Readathon who help to provide books and author
visits for sick children in hospital. We also held two quizzes,
based on children’s literature, for KS1 and KS2 to celebrate
World Book Day. The house teams did really well and enjoyed
the whole day. Well done!  

TAXI
CALL DEAN ON 

07492 300 001
ALL LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

JOURNEYS

GATWICK FROM £110

HEATHROW FROM £80

BIRMINGHAM FROM £60

I am the cheapest in the area
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Middle Barton Primary 
The spring term is
always a busy and
productive one
and this year has
been no exception!
We are rehearsing
for our Easter
assembly, which is a
real community
event. Each class
will perform a
presentation to the
rest of the school which will include artwork, hymns, prayers
and poetry. On the topic of poetry, our year 3/4 class
participated in the Chipping Norton Music Festival with two
very creative recitals; Roald Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood and
AA Milne’s Rice Pudding. Our choir also took part in the Junior
Choirs event on Saturday 4 March and achieved a
commended certificate from the judges who were impressed
with the children’s enthusiastic performance. A number of our
children also participated in the piano and recorder events  –
we are a very gifted school!

Back in school, we celebrated our love of children’s
literature as part of World Book Day (see photo) and also
educated the children on global issues as part of Fairtrade
Fortnight, which included a number of interesting activities
throughout the School. We are working hard towards
achieving our next level of the International School Award and
renewing our Artsmark award.

Bledington Primary 
In February the whole school focussed on using the internet
safely. PC Nick Westmacott visited school on Internet Safety
Day and spoke to each class. He also ran a well-attended and
informative e-safety session for parents.  One commented,
‘The video and the talk with a PC clearly made a powerful
impact on both my children as they completely understood
the content and it seems to have had good effect on their
attitude toward online safety.’ Another said, ‘I am so glad I
came. It has made me think carefully about how I manage the
devices my children use. Thank you.’

During Book
Week there was
a wide range of
activities for
pupils, including
Paired Reading
with a partner
from another
class, Favourite
Book Reviews,
Q&A sessions

and a very exciting quiz which was won by the Book Busters
team. World Book Day was celebrated with dressing up as a
character from an animal themed story or poem. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed watching the class character parades and
the staff received an enormous cheer for their efforts!

Our School Council organised a Fairtrade Hot Chocolate
stall to raise awareness across the School. Pupils embraced
the idea and enjoyed a delicious cup for 50p.

Kingham Primary 
What a busy time we have had at Kingham Primary School
from taking part in World Book Day, Sports events, fundraising
for charity and the Chipping Norton Music Festival.

On Thursday 2 March, staff and pupils wore an orange
accessory, and brought a donation for the privilege. The
money was raised for the Helen & Douglas House ‘Go
Orange’ event. A past parent was interviewed for Jack FM and
came to visit to see the tree that had been planted in memory
of her son, a past pupil and who spent time in Helen House.
Alison from Helen and Douglas House came to speak to the
children in a whole school assembly, and our Headteacher
was then also interviewed for the radio.

The following day everyone in school dressed as a
favourite book character, paraded around the school hall and
took part in various book related activities in class.

Our School Choir took part in the junior choir event at the
Chipping Norton Music Festival and were awarded a
commended. In the same festival, several year 6 pupils
completed the spoken verse category. We were awarded a
commended and three highly commended certificates and the
judge was impressed with everyone.

Acorns Primary 
Ashmolean adventures:
To mark the end of a
fantastic topic on
‘Pharaohs’, children in Class
3 had a thoroughly
enjoyable day at the
Ashmolean Museum and
impressed the guide with
their enthusiasm and
knowledge. One of the
highlights of the day was
handling real Egyptian
artifacts which were
thousands of years old.
Back in the classroom, the children worked in groups to
produce two fabulous sarcophagi, of which they are very
proud. They worked collaboratively to re-enact the actual
mummification of the Pharaohs and produce death masks,
scrolls, charms and amulets, shabtis (servants to be buried
with their masters) and the actual case to put the bodies in. 

National Storytelling Week: In February, Acorns had a
visit from Sue Andrews, a storyteller who ran sessions with all
the children. Nursery and Reception sat in awe for the full 30
minutes listening to Sue. Years 1-4 shared a session, a tale
from the desert about a magic carpet with the children joining
in with actions, sound effects and even a song! Year 5 and 6
listened intently and were praised for their empathy skills and
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good behaviour. Sue was complimentary about all the children
and mentioned how brilliant they were at storytelling.

The Town Nursery
Nursery 4 make bread: Nick Pullen from Wild Thyme

Res t auran t
came in with
Belle his
d a u g h t e r
(who attends
nursery) to
make bread
with the
children who
were inter-

ested and engaged as Nick moved from table to table adding
ingredients and talking through the next steps. Once they had
mixed all the ingredients to make the dough they added the
flavourings, parmesan and chives and had to roll their dough
into ball shapes by cupping their hand over the top of the
floured surface. This was rather tricky to do but there were
some great shaped rolls. The children had warm bread at
snack time and everyone had a roll to take home. The nursery
was filled with a delicious smell all day. All the children and
staff would like to say a huge thank you to Nick and Belle for
giving up their morning off to bake with us. 

Co-operative Adventure: We have also had an adventure
at the Co-op  taking part in a scavenger hunt for Fairtrade
Fortnight, which all of the children thoroughly enjoyed. Thank
you to Sarah and her team for a great morning. 

Kingham Hill School
KHS teacher trains with
England Six Nations
team: Last month Kingham
Hill School Science teacher
Mr Strang tested his rugby
skills against the country’s
best, as the England rugby
team travelled to Oxford
for part of their Six Nations
preparation. The 20-man
squad joined the Oxford
University Varsity rugby
team, for whom Mr Strang
plays fly half, for a day of
training. Lining up alongside
England’s kicking stars,
Owen Farrell and George

Ford; Mr Strang got the chance to learn and refine his skills
from the expert internationals. ‘It was a great experience. On
a personal level it allowed me to test myself against the very
best, but from a coaching point of view it was fascinating to
see the level of detail that goes into preparing a top level
training session.’ Mr Strang commented about the day. ‘I am
very much looking forward to touch rugby this summer and
the official season next year when I can put the things I have
learned to good use with the Kingham Hill pupils’ he added.
Mr Strang and his team mates had some time to quiz the
England rugby team about playing the sport at the highest
level and get tips on how to improve their game’

Sibford School 
Sibford School goes
bananas! The School
went bananas to mark
Fairtrade Fortnight
2017. Following
persuasion from pupils,
the School’s catering
company, Thomas
Franks Ltd, has agreed
that only Fairtrade
bananas will be served
on the lunchtime fruit
counter. Sixth form
pupil Finn, a member of the School’s Fairtrade Group,
explained, ‘We are delighted that the kitchen staff has started
providing Fairtrade bananas to students at lunchtimes, paying
the premium price for them in the name of fair pay for those
further down the production line. We were able to announce
the change to the fruit suppliers during Fair Trade Fortnight
when we also held special break-time sales of Fairtrade
chocolate bars, jelly beans and chocolate eggs and generally
raising awareness of the Fairtrade campaign.’ Mark Higgins,
catering manager at the School said, ‘For a long time now we
have been using Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar, but our fruit
suppliers have tended to differ depending on who has had the
best deal. However, we like to work closely with the pupils
and, following their well-researched persuasion, we have
agreed to ensure that we will only supply Fairtrade bananas.’

Sibford School’s next whole school Open Morning will
take place on Friday 28 April.

England fly-half George Ford
pictured with KHS teacher,

Basil Strang



34

LETTERS

Post Office to the rescue

Due to the closure of the HSBC bank, many people have
approached me with concerns about what this means for

people in Chipping Norton. The Post Office inside your Co-
operative Food store can assist. We can provide many banking
services for HSBC customers, some of which are: Cash
withdrawals with your bank card; Balance enquiries; Cash
deposits; Cheque deposits with a personal paying in slip and
cheque deposit envelope. We can also assist you with banking
services for other banks too. Services do vary depending on
the bank account. If anyone has any worries or concerns
please pop into the Post Office in Chipping Norton and any
member of the team will be pleased to help you.

Dawn Wiggins, Manager Chipping Norton Post Office

Legion women’s branch closes

The Chipping Norton British
Legion women’s section has
closed due to Headquarters
closing all branches all over the
country. It is very sad for all of our
members. We were a small group
but made a lot of difference to helping fundraise for benefits
to help service people. Some of us have been in the Legion for
over 50 years, especially Betty Hicks who has kept us all in
order and helped keep the Branch going with some young
ones joining. I would like to thank everyone who has been a
member, the Town who have always supported our annual
bingo, and Linda from the Crown & Cushion Hotel for
allowing us to have our meetings and meals there.

Maureen Pearse 

Anyone up for some proper debates?

A friend of mine recently attended a local Debating Society
and was very disappointed to discover that this involved only
two proponents speaking on a subject on which they both
had the same view, with no real differences between them.
The subject in question was one he holds strong views on,
and when contacting the Society concerned, was told that
they were more of a discussion group, hardly a forum for
stimulating debate! 

The world we live in has a plethora of suitable subjects:
Should Trump come here? Were the moon landings a con?
Was there a second shooter who shot JFK? – and one I like
– Should car manufacturers advertise their models not
available and in Left Hand Drive on UK TV? Closer to home,
we are advised to keep clothes washing tablets away from
children, presumably because of the dangerous chemicals
needed to clean at low temperatures, so I ask: Are the
dangers these chemicals have worth the so called ‘Green’

savings? Time was these and many other subjects would be
actively discussed in our local pubs, but these days, with the
intrusion of Sports TV, WiFi and smart phones, the art of
conversation seems to be a thing of the past. Open and active
expression of views has now dissolved into rants on Twitter
and similar platforms, which does nothing for the art of
conversation or the accurate dissemination of information.
With free access to the Internet we now have the greatest
resource for knowledge available to us all. Literally any one
of us can become reasonably expert on subjects that in the
past would have been totally baffling. If you would like to join
with like minded people, please tell the Chipping Norton
News, expressing your interest. Come on Chippy, let’s give it
a go, it could be fun!

Local Chippy resident (name supplied)
(The News will pass on contact details of anyone interested) 

A message to the NHS

The Chipping Norton Hospital Action Group urges people to
respond to the OCCG Consultation before midnight 9 April.
Proposed changes (Phase 1) could affect our Maternity Unit
and could have implications for our Intermediate Care beds
(including in Phase 2) . The Action Group is asking people to
send the following message to OCCG:

- Do not permanently close any of the 146 acute
hospital beds. Keep the Beds, Recruit the Staff and
clear waiting lists, trollies and ambulances.

- Return our Intermediate Care Beds to NHS staffing
and management.

- Keep the Midwife-led Maternity Unit in Chipping
Norton. 

People do not know what to believe. At the St Mary’s Church
meeting, when asked where the extra 90,000 outpatients at
the Horton could put their cars, Dr Park of OCCG said those
from Banbury can walk or use the bus. These are people who
are ill!!! The OCCG claims on ambulance availability and
transfer times are also laughable. Dr Park also said even if
OCCG had full funding it would make the same changes. So
now apparently money is not the problem. The Phase 1
Consultation should be stopped.

When responding, people should not be deceived into
ticking any boxes if the choices are unsuitable rather leave the
tick boxes blank and use the comment boxes or write a
completely separate letter to clearly state what we need. Do
not shake your heads and do nothing. Fight to keep our
Hospital and NHS services. Once they are gone you will
never have them back.

Clive Hill, Chipping Norton Hospital Action Group

Michael Gibbard

Following the death of Michael
John Gibbard, who died peacefully
at home on 16 January 2017, his
wife and family would like to
thank all of the doctors and
nurses who attended him. They
would also like to thank everyone
for their kind words and support
following his death. Donations of
£511.57 were raised at the funeral
for the Chipping Norton Lions.

Michaela Gibbard
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CN Neighbourhood Watch Awareness – A reminder
that everyone is invited to the Town Hall from 2-8pm on
Thursday 6 April for an Action and Awareness Day. Meet
members of the local neighbourhood police team. Advice on
crime prevention, get bicycles registered and tools marked,
buy approved security devices. Fire service, Trading Standards
and Emergency Planning officers will also be there…and find
out about and join Neighbourhood Watch.

West St Burglary – Police released CCTV images of
suspects after a
burglary in a
property above the
newsagents in West
St, Chipping Norton
on 30 January. At
around 10.30 five
offenders entered
the shop, some of
the group distracted
the shopkeeper,
while one gained
access to the
upstairs flat, stealing
a safe, a passport and quantity of cash. The whole group then
left. Anyone with information or who recognizes the people
should contact PC Adam Clark from Witney police station via
the Thames Valley Police Enquiry Centre on 101 quoting
reference 43170029091 or call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111. 

Petrol Station fuel thefts – police are getting reports from
Woodstock and Chipping Norton petrol stations about

drivers leaving without paying. CCTV covers all this and police
follow up with registered owners. Be careful, pay up, or you
will be prosecuted.

Number Plate thefts –There has been an increase in these
incidents in Kingham Station car park. The plates can be used
to commit crime! The Neighbourhood Team at Chipping
Norton have spoken with Southcombe garage in Chipping
Norton who will fit tamper proof screws to help prevent
your number plates being removed. Call 01608 643999 to
arrange an appointment for a free fitting. Don't be a victim of
crime.

Traffic offence crack down – The Neighbourhood Police
are just starting special local operations with the Roads
Policing Unit in the Chippy and Woodstock areas to deal with
issues raised again by local people: dangerous parking
including outside schools, speeding, people not using seatbelts,
and mobile phone offences (which now result in £200 fines
and 6 penalty points). 

Crime Agency telephone scam – Watch out! A bogus
caller claiming to be from the ‘National Crime Agency’ tricked
an elderly local resident into sending £2,000 as part of an
‘Agency’ check on internet money laundering. In the latest
Banbury incident, the money was sent to a Samir Charat in
Morocco. Warn your friends and relatives – or ask local PCSO
Cheryl Harrison for help on 101 or email
cheryl.harrison@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

The police welcome information on crimes, suspicious or antisocial
behaviour activity, or community safety issues. Call 101 and ask for
Chipping Norton Police or email
ChippingNortonNeighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Neighbourhood police and community safety
This month’s reports from local press, Neighbourhood Watch, our local PCSO and Neighbourhood police team
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This month The Phone Co-op in Chipping Norton contacted
the News about a new local job they are offering for an IT
Apprenticeship (see www.thephone.coop/about-us/work-for-
us). It appears that more young
people are applying for
apprenticeships, with many local
organisations offering them.
Theresa Dix, careers adviser at
Chipping Norton School, told
the News that the benefits of
apprenticeships are becoming
more widely known, with young
people seeing value in an option
that enables them to earn while
they learn, gaining invaluable
work experience and skills along
the way. Some young people
don’t want to go to university
and want to start work when
they leave school. They can
choose to do an Apprenticeship
from 16 upwards if they wish.
Theresa explained, ‘There are
different levels of
apprenticeships, available from the equivalent of GCSEs to
postgraduate level through new Higher Apprenticeships. New
Degree Apprenticeships offer students the best of both
worlds – the opportunity to gain an apprenticeship and a
degree at the same time. Locally there are some very good
apprenticeships on offer in a huge range of subjects. BMW,
Jaguar Land Rover, Jacobs Douwe Egberts (JDE), Owen
Mumford, Nielsen, the University of Oxford and Oxfordshire

DIARY

Time to start an Apprenticeship?

LOCAL NEWS

County Council all offer excellent programmes with the
chance to progress in the company, while being paid. In
Chipping Norton we are currently advertising The Phone Co-

op Apprenticeship and one for a
dental nurse at the New Street
Practice. A bit further afield there
are some exciting vacancies such
as at GCHQ in Cheltenham or
Air Tanker at Carterton!’ 

From April, every
organisation with a wage bill of
more than £3m will pay the new
Apprenticeship Levy. It applies to
all UK industries, including public
and voluntary sector
organisations such as academy
schools and charities. Employers
pay the Levy towards the funding
of Apprenticeships to help the
Government meet their target
of 3 million Apprentices by 2020.
It will also encourage more
organisations to employ
apprentices, which is a positive

development, as apprenticeships offer an excellent way for
employers to grow their own talent and develop the skills
they need. If anyone would like an apprenticeship, or as an
employer you are interested in knowing more, see the
Oxfordshire Apprenticeship website
www.oxfordshireapprenticeships.co.uk or the National
Apprenticeship website www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship.
Many thanks to Theresa for all the information. 

14th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

15th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

17th Pop up Coffee Shop 10-12 Churchill Vill Hall see p17

Kingham Duck Races 12-2pm see p17

CN Amateur Astronomy Group - 7.30 Methodist

Hall - see p25

18th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion - see p27

19th Annual Town Meeting 7.30 Town Hall details p3

Horticultural Assoc 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p27

20th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall Bruce Duncan

- The Loan Soldier

24th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms see p24

27th RBL outing to National Arboretum details p6

27-30 ChipLitFest see ps18-19

29th Fireservice Taster Day details p6

N Cotswold Society of Recorder Players 2.30-

5pm Sandford St Martin Parish Hall details 641037

May (News out TUESDAY 2 May)

1st  Teas on the Green 2-4pm Churchill see p8

2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p23

3rd North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p25

U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Bob McFarlane - The VW

Beetle

April (News out Monday 27 March)

1st  Rotary Swim-a-Fun see p21 for details

Norts perform Ghosts of Halfway House Town Hall

tickets from Jaffé & Neale

Stargazing Live with CNAAG details p25

2nd Cotswold Birth Centre Fete 10am-3pm 

Rambling Club 2pm New St Car Park - see p26

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p23

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Paul Fischer - Guitar

Making

North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p25

6th Neighbourhood Watch Action & Awareness Day

2-8pm Town Hall - details p35

7th Lions’ Easter Bingo 7pm Town Hall - see p23

8th Stargazing Live with CNAAG details p25

Café Society in Churchill 7.30 details - p10

10th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p27

Folk Club 8pm Artyard Cafe, Enstone - see p26

12th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist

Women In Britain

CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p26

13th Lido reopens details p13

Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p24

Former Chipping Norton School students; Ollie Haslam, Jack
Owens and Mikey Taylor. Ollie and Jack both left sixth form

after AS levels and joined the BMW apprenticeship
programme. After studying at university abroad, Mikey

currently has an internship with Cherwell District Council.


