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Top
School
changes
Chipping Norton
School looks to the
future
In a full feature (page 2) the News shines
a light this month on recent progress at
the Town’s ‘Top School’, as they officially
join the new ‘multi-academy’ River
Learning Trust – and head into a new era
of growth.
Foundation for success
Governors, Head Simon Duffy, and staff
welcome the move to build on record A
level results and good GCSEs last year.
Ofsted also report good progress on
making improvements on learning for all
students across the board – but there’s
still more to do.
Warm welcome for new parents
The Newsteam were invited to spend the
morning there, to meet the Head and
students, and were impressed with what
they saw. ‘Top School’ gets great support
from most existing parents and the
community. If you are new to Chippy why
not take up the Head’s invitation to ‘come
and see us!’?

May 2017

50p

WOBA

winners

The Tikkitty Team: Emma. Sue, Daisy, India, Belinda, Amy & Julia

It was all ‘Tickittyboo’ for
the Middle Row team at
the
glitzy
Heythrop
ceremony for this year’s
West Oxfordshire Business
Awards. And well done to
Vivian Woodell (pictured
left) of the Phone Co-op as
WOBA Business Person of
the Year. More on page 3.

In this issue:
Mayor’s new traffic ideas: Town Council
launches project to look at town one way system
Phone Co-op’s new office: update on plan to
move 60 jobs to town centre
Neighbourhood Watch: Town Hall awareness
day leads to 16 May Community Forum with police
Features: Naming our new town streets ~ a day
at Highlands ~ snacks at the Old Shed ~ Artweeks
and all the usual arts, sports, clubs, schools and letters.

LOCAL NEWS
Chipping Norton School strides forward
Aiming for excellence at the centre of a fast-growing community
The News’ Alison Huitt & Keith Ruddle spent a morning at ‘Top School’, looking at results,
improvement after Ofsted criticism, the merger with a Multi-academy Trust, and progress building
an outstanding school – for everyone.
Trust brings expertise and adds value. Chipping Norton has a
What makes Chippy School distinctive?

really strong level of engagement and connection with the
An hour’s tour ‘inside’, with Head Simon
community,
extra-curricula activities, links with business, and the
Duffy, and then an hour joined by Paul James,
partnership
with primary schools and great facilities fit
excellent
CEO of the River Learning Trust, gave a real
purpose’.
Students
think it’s safe and ‘the place to be’.
for
insight into how Chippy’s ‘Top School’ is
Chippy’s
Board
of
Governors
remains in place overseeing
striving to be ‘the place to go’ for 11-18 year
performance alongside the overall Trust’s Governance Board.
olds moving to the local area. Both were
The right focus on all children
passionate and honest about what makes the
School distinctive but also about efforts to do
In spite of an overall good record, for 18 months Chippy school
even better. The School’s sixth form, rated
has been under Ofsted’s ‘special measures’ scrutiny to improve
‘Good’, leads the way with 2016 best ever A
progress and attendance of disadvantaged pupils – those eligible
level results: 99.5% passes, 59% A*-B grades,
for ‘pupil premium’ and some other students at Key Stages 3 and
in the top 10%
4. Ofsted’s latest monitoring visit
Top School ‘inside’
nationally, and many top university
(in November) praised the
First impressions from an informal hour’s tour with the
places. A new head of sixth form
effective actions being taken by the
Head, dropping in unannounced to live classes:
is striving for even better, filtering
Head and leadership team. Simon
- Bright spaces, warm, great facilities
sixth form learning habits down - Classes grouped into welcoming
emphasised the progress of the
the School. The high external
target
student groups, particularly
‘subject’ villages
reputation saw 35 students from - Purposeful & relaxed 6th Form Centre
with quality of teaching and real
elsewhere
joining Chippy’s - Maths Mastery project coming up
engagement with English. The
current Year 12. Headline GCSE - Art exhibitions on the walls
GCSE groups in Years 10 and 11
results improved (7% above - Creative materials models using
are also facing new style Maths
national figures) with 67% with
and English exams. The proof of
3D printing
A*-C in Maths and English, but - Joined to dedicated Leisure Centre
the good work, says Simon, will, of
more needs to be done with - Engineering student up for Owen
course be in the results. His one
Mumford sponsorship
disadvantaged students. But
clear message to all parents was
Simon Duffy keenly pointed out - The Head’s first name greetings for
to ensure everyone at each key
passing students
distinctive features of Chipping
stage attended school, because
Norton as a community school – - Spot classroom visits welcomed immediately
‘when everyone is with us,
notably the strength of its - No noise or disruption, lots of attention and learning
students are well supported and
primary schools’ Partnership, - ICT embedded but ‘pens at the ready’
make strong progress’.
strong relationships between students, staff and parents, and the
To new parents: ‘Come and see us’
‘friendly and caring ethos focused on learning’.
With big growth coming to Chippy, Simon and his staff want
to welcome more new parents and students in September
Joining the River Learning Trust
and 2018. Support from existing parents is extremely high
Simon and Paul acknowledge the challenges facing individual
(Ofsted
reported 90% saying children were well looked after,
schools – including 10% real funding cuts by 2020, staff
well taught and making good
recruitment challenges, and less local
progress).
Simon seems sure that
authority support. It’s all about becoming
once
parents
have children at
more efficient, sharing resources, but
Chipping Norton then they know
more importantly, sharing the best in
‘they will get a good experience, be
teaching, leadership and ideas. Chippy’s
excited about going in the following
school governors backed joining the
day, be successful, be happy, and leave
‘multi-academy’ RLT, which, with 6000
with fondest memories’. Simon’s
pupils, already runs Cherwell, Wheatley
message to new parents in town is
Park, the planned Swan secondary school
‘Look, come and see us. I’ll be honest
and four primary schools, with more set
Paul James with Head Simon Duffy when the about what we’re doing to improve.
to join. Simon said the Trust had shown
Newsteam paid a visit to Top School
We’re working really hard to
great support for his team, helping raise
challenge youngsters in their thinking. Teachers explain how
the level of challenge for students. Subject heads can share best
to study successfully, telling students what they’ve done really
practice – already happening in Maths and English – in a great
well, what they need to do to be even better.’ He and the
support network. Another big plus is the Teacher Training done
Governors believe they have strong foundations for building
by RLT – with 80% of their trainees getting jobs in Oxfordshire.
an outstanding school.’ Watch out for open days and events in
Paul, previously head of Cherwell School, highlighted what
the next few months – or drop into the School.
Chipping Norton brought to the Trust: ‘Every school joining the
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Don’t forget to vote

Town Hall Casino bet pay off

A reminder that there is an election on Thursday 4 May for
Chipping Norton’s County Council seat. Voting at the Town
Hall is open from 7am to 10pm. Candidates include Andy
Graham (LibDem), Hilary Hibbert-Biles (Con), Claire Lasko
(Green), Geoff Saul (Lab) and Jim Stanley (UKIP).
And are you ready for even more? Next month the News
will cover the candidates for the 8 June General Election –
when our new MP Robert Courts is expected to defend the
seat which he won in last autumn’s by-election.

Chipping Norton Town Hall was
converted into a Casino-like
setting on Saturday 25 March for
a very successful variation this
year of the Mayor’s Charity Ball.
Cllr Mike Tysoe decided to try
something different this year and
reported to the News that the
bet paid off − the evening was
attended by more than 80 guests,
with many dressed in the finest
evening tradition for the Casino
Mayorale theme. The punters

WOBA wins for Chippy
In a glitzy celebration dinner evening at Heythrop Park,
Some serious
fun &
fundraising
at the Bondthemed
Casino
Mayorale
in the
Town Hall
on
25 March

Photos: Don Davidson

were amply lubricated by Hooky Beer and Cotswold
Distillery Cocktails and sustained by an excellent finger buffet
from Chippy Tea Set. Apart from frenetic charity chip gambling
on the professionally run roulette, poker and blackjack tables,
the punters were persuaded to buy raffle tickets for prizes
given generously by the Town High Street businesses and local
companies. There was also an auction of three worthwhile
items. The Mayor was delighted that the event managed to
raise over £2500 which will be divided between the 6th
Chipping Norton Scouts Group and Bloodwise/Leukaemia
Research. The Mayor thanked everyone involved and is
looking forward to pulling off another bet for next year’s
charity event! Many thanks also to Don Davidson for snapping
some pictures of the happy punters.

All the 2017 WOBA winners at the Awards Ceremony
Chipping Norton came out shining in the 2017 West
Oxfordshire Business Awards. ‘WOBA’ is now in its seventh
year and provides an opportunity for the very best of local
businesses to receive recognition for outstanding
achievements over the past year. Vivian Woodell, founder and
Chief Executive of The Phone Co-op, walked away with the
Liga Business Person of the Year Award and said he was
delighted to accept on behalf of both staff and members and
pleased with the recognition for the successful co-operative
business model.
The team from Middle Row’s Tickittyboo and
Tickittyshake, was originally shortlisted in four categories and
children’s boutique Tickittyboo was presented with the
winning award for Microbusiness of the year, an award which
gets the most entries. Julia Moore, who set up both
businesses, was there with colleagues at the awards ceremony,
and told the News the recognition for both Tickitty businesses
was amazing, and ‘it helps put Middle Row in Chippy on the
map − all the girls work so hard to make the magic happen.
Teamwork really does pay off. Thanks to all our loyal Chippy
customers and visitors too, without whom we wouldn't have
either businesses’.
The award for West Oxfordshire's overall Business of the
Year went to Huffkins, the family-owned bakery and tea
rooms.They also picked up awards for Hospitality, Leisure and
Tourism, and Employer of the Year. The WOBA 2017 charity
HENRY (Health Exercise Nutrition for the Really Young)
raised £1,454 at the event. If you think your business can also
be a winner visit woba.org.uk for next year’s awards details. A
launch event for WOBA 2018 will take place on 26
September at Blenheim Palace. Next year's charity will be
Bridewell Organic Gardens.

20 mph speed limit in town
Plans to put a 20 mph speed limit in Chipping Norton are
gradually progressing. In March the Town Council voted in
favour of trying to get the speed limit throughout many roads
in the Town, (estimated cost £15,000) and not just in a small
number of main roads such as New Street. The Traffic
Advisory Committee met and discussions will continue with
Oxfordshire County Council

Community speedwatch
One idea suggested by local police could be for volunteers to
offer to run a ‘community speedwatch’ initiative. The police
have funding for speed monitoring equipment that can be
loaned to community groups with police advising on safety
and best sites. This was recently done successfully in Shipton
under Wychwood. Organised local residents can go out and
monitor traffic speeds, be a visible presence, and report
results back to police who has another volunteer who
processes these and targets motorists. Town or parish
3
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councils could consider covering public liability insurance.
Local Police Sgt Neal Templey would be interested in hearing
from volunteers – contact him via 101 or email
chippingnortonneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

then High Street. The idea of ‘gating’ in Horsefair and of a
‘gyratory’ had previously been rejected by County Highways
because of safety, practicality, and congestion, with a particular
issue of HGVs manoeuvring round all the tight corners. The
Mayor said the project ‘was in very early stages’ and ideas
‘embryonic’ The Town Council will report on this further and
will need to liaise with County and District for any agreement
and funds to implement.

Annual Town Meeting
On 19 April the
annual
public
Town Meeting in
the Town Hall
saw Mayor Mike
Tysoe
(with
fellow Chipping
Norton Town
Councillors)
report on the
year’s activities.
Cllr
Tysoe
covered
the
BBC film crew pictured with Deputy Mayor, work of the
Cllr Don Davidson after the Town Meeting Town Council
and the open meetings held during the year on planning,
Brexit and the Football Club. However he noted lack of
progress on wider issues such as replacing Dean Pit, traffic
issues, and the remaining town objections to WODC’s Local
Plan and its proposed housing growth (see article p5). The
Town Council remains concerned about HGVs, town centre
traffic congestion and parking, and are going to do more work
themselves exploring alternative town centre traffic ideas
(see next article). The Mayor thanked all the individuals and
organisations who contributed to all the festivals, events, and
town life. The meeting was filmed for the BBC as part of a TV
programme about planning in Oxfordshire to be shown in
September. However there were only around 25 members of
the public there. Unusually, only three people raised questions.
One resident of Albion Street expressed concern about any
traffic management plan that would divert HGVs down Albion
Street. Another asked if the Town Council’s submission to the
Local Plan Inspector was to be available publically and was
informed it would be posted on the Town Council’s website.

Phone Co-op’s office move
The Phone Co-op,
one of Chipping
Norton’s
biggest
employers with 59
staff based at Elmsfield
Industrial Estate, is
still hoping to move
to
new,
bigger
premises in Chipping
Norton’s town centre.
The company, with
many staff living in or
near town, has been
looking to relocate
more centrally for many years and recently bought 19 Market
Place, a mainly vacant commercial building in the centre of
town. They applied for planning permission to build extra
office space at the rear. Their original proposal was
recommended for refusal by WODC officers last November.
A redesign was again recommended for refusal in April.
Officers were concerned about harm to heritage, the amenity
of a neighbour and possible ‘negative impact on the vitality
and viability of the town centre in terms of the pressure for
car parking spaces’.
However, at a lengthy debate at Uplands Committee on 3
April, Committee members seemed keen to retain the
business in the Town, while acknowledging some planning
concerns. The Phone Co-op’s Chief Executive, Vivian Woodell,
told the Committee that this was the fourth attempt in 13
years to find a permanent home in the Town, and the Cooperative’s Board had asked him to look at alternative
locations. But Chippy District Councillor Laetisia Carter,
deputising on the Committee, said the proposal was for an
exciting new building that had the support of the Town
Council, that there was a great need for employment in the
Town to prevent it becoming a dormitory town. Employees
coming into the town centre would surely aid its vitality and
viability and the proposal ‘had no bearing on the view of the
locally listed building from Market Place’. Afterwards,
Councillor Carter told the News, ‘I was disappointed by the
message to people wanting to bring businesses into Chippy
Town Centre. The Council seemed to be saying there is no
room for more employment because there is not enough car
parking. A town centre location means local people can walk
or take the bus. Councillors were keen to keep the business
here, and I trust a way forward can now be found as this
keeps jobs for people in our town’.
In an unusual move, the Committee agreed a proposal
from the Chair that officers meet the Phone Co-op to agree
an acceptable scheme. The Committee also suggested
Officers have delegated authority to agree the new design.
The original application was formally refused. After the

Town Council’s new traffic plan
At the Annual Town Meeting, Mayor Mike Tysoe expressed
frustration with the lack of progress on Chippy’s HGV and
traffic issues. Ideas looked at over many years include
compulsory weight limits, an alternative HGV route via the
Rollright Stones and, in WODC’s latest Local Plan, a ‘Relief
Road’ from Banbury Road to Burford Road at the edge of a
new major housing development based at Tank Farm. Unhappy
with Oxfordshire County Council’s efforts on all this, the
Mayor announced a local project called ‘Chippy 2020’. This,
after initial advice by two ‘independent’ Traffic Consultants,
will look at alternative ideas and options – including a
‘gyratory’ system making Albion Street one way south bound
and High Street one way north bound, in conjunction with the
introduction of a 20 mph zone and the concept of ‘shared
space’, where pedestrians and vehicles use it without vehicles
having specific priority. Local examples include Frideswide
Square in Oxford. The Mayor stated that the first stage could
be achieved quickly and cheaply with the simple application of
white paint and was not irreversable. Further phases could
involve improvements to the streetscape of Albion Street and
4
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further meeting with Officers, Vivian Woodell told the News,
‘We made considerable progress on agreeing an outline
design that both secures the amenity of the neighbour and yet
enables The Phone Co-op to continue to be a major
employer in Chipping Norton’. A new planning application
was expected in late April following discussions with officers.

approach and their process for recommending the big 1400
allocation at the Tank Farm ‘Strategic Development Area’.
Town Councillors are strongly against the size and location of
the development. Interestingly, in a recent meeting with Town
Councillors, the County (who own much of the targeted
land) were apparently now talking about 1200 not 1400
homes. If you made comments on the specific allocation for
Chippy and want to speak at Stage 3 of the Hearing then you
can still register to do so. If the Inspector still doesn’t like
WODC’s latest Local Plan, he may throw it back again for
more work and more delay. Any queries should be addressed
to Rosemary Morton, the Programme Officer, at WODC,
programme.officer@westoxon.gov.uk, 01993 623101.

Blossom Day hat decorating
Spring (or hat?) enthusiasts can decorate their own hats at
this year’s Blossom Day at Chipping
Norton’s Community Orchard off the
Worcester Road on Sunday 7 May,
from noon to 3pm. There are lots of
Spring ceremonies to enjoy but this
year for the first time you can
decorate and take away a hat. All
materials will be provided. Fun for
children and adults. Games, quizzes and
competitions, Beltane ribbons, Circle
Dancing and seasonal refreshments. Bring all the
family. Donations only. See you there. Information from
Heather Leonard (643691) of the Orchard Group.

New telescope in town
Mayor Mike Tysoe
went stargazing in
April
officially
launching an exciting
new telescope set up
for the occasion in
the Town Centre.This
was the last of events
coinciding with the
BBC’s Stargazing Live,
put on by Chipping
Norton
Amateur
Astronomy Group
(CNAAG).
A
Photo: Mel Gigg
Mayor Tysoe & Cllr Alex Corfield
gloriously sunny April
with CNAAG's new telescope
Saturday saw the
team set up outside their great supporters, Jaffé & Neale
bookshop, for what was primarily a solar observation event.
Residents young and old were treated to views of the sun
through a variety of telescopes*. A highlight for many was
seeing small prominences through CNAAG’s new H alpha
telescope. This specialised instrument was recently purchased
to enhance their many public outreach events and partly
funded by a very generous donation from the Town Council.
After an afternoon break, CNAAG returned for wonderful
evening viewing of the Moon and Jupiter.
(*Unless you have appropriate filters and the knowledge to
use them correctly, NEVER look at the sun through any
optical instrument as irreversible damage will occur.)
John Vincent

Service for Rev’d Ursula
The Rt Rev’d Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorchester made a
special visit to St Mary’s Church on 25 April to conduct the
service to license Rev’d Ursula Simpson as team minister in
the Chipping Norton Benefice.

Local Plan – next steps
West Oxfordshire’s delayed Local Plan gets back on track this
month. The Examination into it was halted nearly 18 months
ago because the Inspector said WODC needed to allocate
more land for houses. WODC published Proposed
Modifications last autumn, consulting on these before
Christmas. Changes included an allocation of land for 1,400
homes at the East Chipping Norton Strategic Development
Area, based at Tank Farm. Local responses were reported in
the April News. The Inspector will now consider all this – his
Examination has a further two stages. Stage 2 runs from
Tuesday 9 until 19 May at the Council’s Woodgreen offices.
This will consider District-wide matters such as spatial
strategy, economic growth, transport, environment and
heritage. The process that WODC used to select the sites for
housing growth will be considered. Then discussion of specific
sites happens in Stage 3 set to run from 11-21 July. The
hearings are open to all to observe.
Only people who have made representations relevant to
each stage can register to speak and Chipping Norton Town
Council has done so. At their April meeting they agreed a
detailed submission which critiques the District’s overall

NHS Consultation update
The controversial NHS ‘Phase 1’ Big Consultation was
officially closed for responses on 9 April, with many local
people and councils objecting to the proposals. Those
concerned included the ‘North Oxfordshire Locality Forum’
(NOLF) which represents views of patients and users
including in Chipping Norton. The biggest changes affect the
Horton – particularly making hospital bed reductions
permanent and downgrading maternity services from an
‘obstetrics consultant-led’ to a ‘midwife-led’ unit. Transport
times from the north of the County to, and capacity in, the
Oxford hospitals remain a big concern. There are also
complaints about lack of information on both the Horton
changes and how care ‘closer to home’, promised in these
proposals, can be made real. There is little information yet on
‘Phase 2’ changes (due to be discussed later in 2017) as these
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Shuttle bus timetable changes

affect Chipping Norton’s own maternity unit, community
hospital, intermediate care beds, GP services and possibly
social care. NOLF and other groups want more information
on all this before any big changes in ‘Phase 1’ are agreed. A
next key event is the Board meeting of the Oxford Clinical
Commissioning Group in Oxford on 25 May where
Consultation results will be presented (but no decisions
made). This meeting is open to the public and attendance is
expected to be high.

A new timetable is in operation
for the V3 round town Shuttle
Bus, with changes to the loop
around Marlborough Road and
the Aldi stops. Aldi used to be the
first stop after leaving the Health
Centre and Hospital. But now
that the path between Aldi and
the Hospital is open, Aldi will be
served from the Hospital. To
accommodate this change the bus
now leaves the Health Centre at
five past the hour instead of on the hour. The bus will also
stop at the Hospital for Aldi shoppers as it returns to the
Health Centre at the end of each circuit. There will still be
two visits to Aldi on each circuit, but now at 7 and 38 minutes
past each hour. A second change is to bring the trip around
Marlborough Road and Park Road forward by a couple of
minutes, from 38 to 36 minutes past each hour. This means
fewer stops in Over Norton Road when the bus is ahead of
the timetable. These changes, in particular cutting out the two
trips up and down the Banbury Road to Aldi, will save
significant fuel which all helps to keep the bus in service. New
timetables are available from drivers and the Health Centre.
LOCATION & MINUTES PAST HOUR:
Health Centre (depart)
05
Hospital bus stop / Aldi
07
Co-op car park (bus layby)
11
Top School & Highlands
13
Costcutter (via Walterbush Rd) 15
West St, Bus Stop A
19
Dunstan Avenue
21
Lewis Rd
23
Southerndown Care Home
25
New Street bus stop
27
West St, Bus Stop B
32
Co-op car park (bus layby)
33
Marlborough Rd
36
Aldi / Health Centre / (arrive) 38

Walking Group on Aldi path

John, Peta & the Wednesday Walking Group ‘christen’
the new link footpath
The long-awaited new 50-yard footpath between Aldi and the
Chipping Norton hospital site was ‘christened’ last month by
the Wednesday Walking Group. Keen walker and ex-Mayor,
John Grantham was an early campaigner to get a footpath to
connect London and Burford Roads, long before the Aldi
development was planned. The Wednesday Walking Group
(‘Footsteps to Better Health’) was created by the two GP
surgeries in 2000 to encourage people who could benefit
from walking, but were not confident on their own. The
leaders were John Grantham and Wendy Lines.Their brief was
to walk for one hour, at the pace of the slowest. Wendy
retired some years ago. John kept going until a couple of years
ago when Peta Simmons took over, with Lilian Harwood
helping. Peta said, ‘We still do meet on Wednesdays at 10am
on the Town Hall steps. We walk for an hour and then many
of us repair to Bitter & Twisted for coffee. The group
flourishes – this year we are averaging 22 people per week. It
is a really good way to find your way if you’re new to the
Town. Whatever you are interested in, there is almost certain
to be someone in the group who can help’.

Glyme Hall bookings
The Trustees of the charity Glyme Hall Ltd, who lease the
building from the County Council, now report that
negotiations to extend the current lease are now back on
track and they hope to start taking bookings past the end of
July within the next few weeks.

Try some new local walks
Peta Simmons, who runs the Wednesday Walking Group, also
helps organise the Saturday morning volunteer-run visitor
information desk at Chipping Norton Town Hall. Peta has
produced information leaflets on 22 different walks in and
around Chipping Norton with history inserts, and 40 more
out-of-town walks with maps. She also has leaflets on nine
circular drives. Peta told the News that, in response to
requests at the visitor desk, she has devised a 20-minute short
history circuit of the Town Centre, and a 90-minute history
walk. The visitor desk also has a list of places you can drive to,
including stopping places with views, so that you can have
your ‘in-car’ picnic whilst viewing the local countryside. If you
would like any of these, please come to the Saturday morning
desk and ask the volunteers on duty. Everyone is welcome.

Emergency foil blankets
Most people in Chipping Norton can relate stories of people
having falls, tripping over on pavements, and other accidents
around town – or being taken ill while out and about. When
this happens (such as recently at Remembrance Day and the
Music Festival), first aiders and nearby citizens come to the
rescue first. Mayor Mike Tysoe told the News that one eagledeyed local citizen at a recent incident pointed out the value of
emergency blankets to help victims. He said that often we
have relied on help from places such as the Crown & Cushion
to put their own blankets into public use. Now the Town
Council has decided to invest in 30 thermal emergency foil
blankets to be dotted in locations around town. The Mayor
6

LOCAL NEWS
make friends, do art, play on the Wii console and there's a
great tuck shop’. Over Norton caters for these younger kids
on Wednesdays and, in Chipping Norton at Glyme Hall
(behind the Leisure Centre) the Remix youth club is set up
for young people in school years 7 to 11 on Friday afternoons.
Chippy's youth has these passionate and caring leaders
alongside Scouting, Guiding, Air Cadets and other groups
giving them a wonderful outlet for socialising and having fun.
All these activities can have a positive impact on children – as
an antidote to the world of gadgetry and social media. The
efforts of those helpers giving up a valuable few hours a week
are much appreciated by children and parents alike.

has initially suggested the Crown & Cushion, St Mary’s
Church, Town Hall, Guildhall and Co-op supermarket. There
will be notices about this next to all the defibrillators. Contact
the Town Clerk if you would like to know more or can help.

The Lido: have you been in yet?
The 2017 Lido season in Chipping Norton started again on
Thursday 13 April, following an exclusive preview evening

Watch out for hedgehogs!
Chipping Norton hedgehog lovers
will be pleased that WODC’s
grounds maintenance contractors,
who will be out ‘strimming’ some of
our spring growth soon, will watch
out carefully for hedgehogs hiding in
the long grass. All strimmers at the Witney depot of operator
UBICO have been given special labels telling operatives to
check areas for hedgehogs before using the equipment. The
labels come from the British Hedgehog Preservation Society
(BHPS) in a campaign which also sees the launch of Hedgehog
Awareness Week running from 30 April to 6 May. Anyone in
Chipping Norton clearing their hedges and paths should look
out as well − hedgehogs have declined in numbers in recent
years because their environment is under threat. The BHPS
get hedgehogs taken to their rescue centres with horrific
injuries caused by strimmers. Many don’t survive.

for last year’s season ticket holders the day before. If you’d
like to be first in the pool in 2018, you know what to do! A
season ticket is by far the most economical way to enjoy The
Lido all summer. Some dates for your diary: the ever popular
Summer Solstice Late Swim is on Saturday 24 June, while
Fiddlebop have already kindly confirmed they are available
for a Late Swim with Swing on Saturday 26 August. Save the
dates and look out for ticket availability. If you fancy being a
lifeguard, you could sign up to the NPLQ course, on Monday
10 to Friday 14 July. Please email info@chippylido.co.uk for
more information. For other events watch the website,
www.chippylido.co.uk, Facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter
@ChippyLido. Donations are always welcome for the
Lido – a charity run by the community for the
community, via www.Totalgiving.com and/or as you shop
online via www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido
We look forward to seeing you soon!
Claire Williamson

Mayor-making ceremony
This year’s Mayor-making ceremony for Chipping Norton
takes place at the Town Council meeting at 7.15pm on
Monday 15 May in the Town Hall.The public are welcome. Cllr
Mike Tysoe will be proposed as Mayor – for the 5th year
running − and Cllr Don Davidson will be proposed as Deputy.
The ceremony goes back many years – last year’s mayor
leaves and the new one (same again this year) is ‘robed up’,
marches back in and takes the oath. Traditions elsewhere
include hot pennies being thrown out of a Town Hall window
(Rye), a ‘weighing in’ of the mayor to see if they have put on
weight at the taxpayers’ expense (High Wycombe), and of
course in Woodstock they elect a ‘Mock Mayor’ each year to
face off against the real Mayor but the mock one always ends
up being thrown in the River Glyme.

Help at our thriving youth clubs
After a recent appeal Over Norton’s popular youth club has
acquired some new volunteer leaders to help out. The vibrant
Wednesday night youth club held an Easter Egg Hunt on 5
April, with thanks to Sainsbury’s and WH Smith for donating
Easter Eggs and books, respectively, for the winning children.
More helpers are welcome to provide some cover. If you can
volunteer it’s from 7 till 8.30pm on Wednesday evenings at
Over Norton Village Hall. Anyone with children aged 8 to 13
wanting to join can contact Mark Cooper on 07773 484623.
Regular club member Josh Sinclair, aged 11, said, ‘You get to
7
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Save money – try composting!

you have a shredder you can either add the shreddings to the
compost or use as mulch around shrubs or on paths. In the
autumn, leaves can be gathered and made into leaf mould,
which makes an excellent soil conditioner’. If you would like
any
advice
on
composting,
contact
Jan
at
jan.holah@btinternet.com.

Now that WODC is charging
for the removal of green
waste, it might be a good time
to consider what you are
doing with the waste from
your garden. Perhaps you have
decided to share a bin or
maybe not pay at all? Readers
might want to take some
advice from Jan Holah, a local
‘Volunteer Master Composter’
– one of many helping local
communities and supported by
different organisations – who
believes that many gardeners
Time to take advice from a are giving away a valuable
Master Composter?
resource that could be used to
improve the soil in their gardens as well as save them money.
With just a little planning you could save on the collection
charge and also on garden products. Jan, whose volunteer role
is supported by Oxfordshire County Council and Garden
Organic, told the News, ‘the compost heap is a good place to
start. Most annual weeds and grass cuttings can be composted
and, providing you have a good mixture of greens (weeds and
grass) and browns (toilet roll inners, used paper towels, egg
boxes, wood shreddings) mixed with air, in a few months your
waste will provide the ‘black gold’ of compost that will enrich
your soil and feed your plants. Woody cuttings take longer to
compost: they can be cut small with pruners or shears, or, if

Anyone for Sheepwashing?
A special ceremony to
re-open the historic
Sarsden
Washpool
takes place at Sarsden
Glebe, Churchill, on
Saturday 20 May from
12–2pm. Everyone is
welcome. The older
village inhabitants can
remember seeing the
washpool in action to
wash sheep, but it has
been overgrown and
overlooked for many years. Happily, Rupert and Amanda
Ponsonby, who live at Sarsden Glebe, have been working hard
to restore the pool and research its history. At the event
there will be a demonstration using local sheep (not Shaun
the Sheep as pictured here!). Originally it was the estate
sheepwash pool and local farmers would take turns to bring
their flocks for a bath to clean the wool for shearing time.
There will also be a talk from an expert on Cotswold
sheepwashes, an exhibition of hurdle making and a selection
of local bread and cheese – all washed down with locally
brewed cider. An exhibition on the History of Sheepwashing
is currently on show at the Churchill Heritage Centre – and
it includes the story of the Sarsden restoration.

Hidden Beauty

£1000 for Fairytale Farm

8 Middle Row
Chipping Norton
0X7 5NH
01608 643862
Email:hiddenbeautyoxfordshire@yahoo.com
Website:www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk

Fairytale Farm is the winner this month of the Chipping Norton
Midcounties Co-operative Food Store’s £1,000 reward. Fairytale
Farm is the first visitor attraction in the UK to be designed around
the needs of children with sensory, learning and physical disabilities,
but which can be enjoyed by all children. It is the first facility built
for disabled children where visitors don’t have to pre-book.
Fairytale Farm mixes classic fairy tales, animals and adventure play
to create a sensory and learning wonderland for all the family. Look
out for further details of the next round of nominations in the Coop store. Sign up to nominate your favourite charity and to vote.

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart
of Chipping Norton
Offering a wide range of beauty
and hair treatments.
Hair services
Nail treatments
Environ Facials
Waxing
Lashes & brows
Competitive prices
We pride ourselves on our quality standards
and customer care
For queries, questions and more
information, feel free to get in touch today.

Mindfulness for stress
Local GPs are increasingly suggesting the benefits of
Mindfulness for Stress courses. Private courses are being run
at Chipping Norton Health Centre by Nikki Jackson, an
experienced mental health professional and also a fully
qualified Mindfulness for Health teacher. Nikki says, ‘The
intention is to help people manage their stress effectively
before it starts to affect their day-to-day life, work or
relationships’. She underlines the necessity of choosing a
course delivered by a fully trained and qualified teacher,
especially as mindfulness has become more mainstream, with
many people presenting themselves as mindfulness teachers.
‘The mind is a very valuable part of us and we need to feed it
with quality, just as we would choose to feed the body with
8
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quality food’ says Nikki. The course at the Health Centre is
fully accredited, UK network approved. Nikki is a trainer from
Breathworks and says that they are ‘international leaders in
Mindfulness
for
Health’.
(www.breathworksmindfulness.org.uk) The eight-week courses run throughout
the year. For further information see www.yogafocus.co.uk or
email nikki@yogafocus.co.uk.

Jane Phillips Memorial Golf Day, kindly sponsored by
Excelsior Taxis, is on Friday 23 June at the Cotswolds Club,
Chipping Norton. Book now via our website or direct with

St Mary’s Church Fete
Come to the Fete! On Saturday 20 May from 12 noon to 4pm,
The Friends of St Mary’s Church, invite you to their Annual
Garden Fete in the garden of the Old Vicarage in Church
Street. Come and join in the fun with traditional games
including Whack the Rat, Treasure Hunt, and croquet. Browse
amongst the stalls including crafts and plants, and maybe even
have your face painted! Tempting afternoon teas with
entertainment and a raffle with wonderful prizes donated by
Cedar Therapy, the Blue Boar, Boots, Beales, Gill & Co,
Cotswold Distillery, the Crown & Cushion, Sainsbury’s, The
Theatre and the Cotswold Wildlife Park. Get your raffle ticket
at the Friends of St Mary’s stall outside Sainsbury’s on
Saturday 6 May and meet some of the members. By
supporting the Friends of St Mary’s Church, you are
supporting our Town’s heritage by helping to maintain one of
Chipping Norton’s most iconic Grade I buildings. Interested in
becoming a Friend? Contact jograves46@aol.com.
Jo Graves

Danny Phillips at the Club: phone 642383.
All are welcome at the inaugural four-mile family walk
departing Salford Village Hall on Sunday, 2 July from 10am.
Walk to Over Norton and return to Salford via St Mary’s
Church Chipping Norton. A shorter, children’s treasure trail
starts from Salford Village. Details and a map of the route are
available on our website.
Tickets for Laugh for Lawrence, Friday 15
September at 7.45pm with comedians
Mark Steel (pictured), Lloyd Langford and
Pippa Evans at The Theatre, Chipping
Norton are now on sale via the Box
Office hotline 642350, in person, or
online www.chippingnortontheatre.com.
Verity Fifer

Chipping Norton Town Festival
Charities and Local Organizations will once again benefit from
this year's Festival which is on Sunday 25 June – with another
full day of Music, Stalls, Vintage Cars and Fairground Rides all
in the centre of the Town starting at 11 am. The organising
team is always grateful for volunteers to support Rotary
Chipping Norton on the day maybe as a marshall or with one
of the fundraising stands. Local businesses may like to
advertise in the programme or maybe make a donation of a
Raffle or Tombola prize to support the Festival − always a
great day out. There is still room for more stalls and food
outlets. Anyone wishing to join in please contact Joyce on
643611 or e-mail chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com
Joyce Taylor

The site of the former Solar offices on Chipping Norton’s
Station Road has been securely fenced since the building was
demolished by the then owners, A2 Dominion Housing Group.
Now the site is heaving with activity. It has been bought by Keble
Homes, a small, privately owned, Oxford-based house-building
company, who are constructing nine 2.5 storey three- and fourbedroomed houses for sale. They secured planning permission
to change the approved plans and replace four of the internal
garages with living accommodation, despite an objection from
the Town Council who expressed ‘concern at the amount of car
parking at the proposed site’.

Lawrence Team Fundraisers

Find out about Chippy’s railway

Join The Shoot at Great Tew Estate on Friday 2 June, proudly
sponsored by Middleton Advisors and Trade Secret furniture
store. After breakfast, try your hand at clay pigeon shooting,
archery and even crossbow followed by lunch at Westfield
Lodge on The Great Tew Estate. For tickets or enquiries
please visit: www.lawrencehomenursing.org.

In May, Library visitors can discover the lost Chipping Norton
station, railway and tunnel with local history and railway
enthusiast Alan Brain. On Thursday 25 May at 3.30pm, as well
as giving his talk, Alan will display selection of a lifetime's
collection of Chipping Norton photographs and memorabilia.
The Kingham to Chipping Norton line was listed in The
Reshaping of British Railways report (aka the Beeching cuts) in
1963, although with an asterisk to indicate that closure had
already been decided before the report’s compilation. The
final passenger train ran on 1 December 1962. British Rail
withdrew freight traffic in 1964 and track was dismantled in
1965. The talk is free and all are welcome, however, due to
limited space please contact the Library on 643559 or email
chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk to book your
place. It should prove a fascinating afternoon so come along
and join in! The Library’s Laptop/Tablet/Phone advice sessions
with Age UK have proven a hit so they will continue on the

Start on new Solar site homes
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second and fourth Tuesday of every month at 4pm. Please
telephone the Library to book your place.
Sally Moore, Chipping Norton Library Manager

Summer Fete – Saturday 17 June, 2–5pm. The Friends of
Great Rollright School’s annual summer fete is at Great
Rollright Village Hall and the adjacent field. Something for
everyone! Bezerkaz Circus skills workshops run throughout
the afternoon – a professional circus entertainer will teach
skills such as juggling, spinning plates, riding a unicycle and
creating large bubbles – book your place on a 30-minute fun
workshop! Tickets from Great Rollright Primary School office
(737202) – advance booking is advised. The popular dog show
will be back, plus enjoyable pony rides, BBQ, licensed bar and
café, raffle, stalls, games and bouncy castle. A beautiful village
location and a great afternoon out! All proceeds to support
Great Rollright CE Primary School.

100th for Motorbiking Vera
News readers may recall two
years ago how 98-year-old Vera
Rosser from the Henry Cornish
Care Centre relived her youth
by taking a ride on the back of a
motorcycle thanks to Hook
Norton Baptist pastor, John
Taylor.
In
March,
great
grandmother Vera marked her
100th birthday with family and
friends – with a special motorcycle cake. Vera said she enjoyed
the day, including seeing friends she had not met for a long time.

Chippy support for Food Bank
Chipping Norton
shoppers
have
smashed
their
target, donating
2,500 items to a
local foodbank in
just two weeks
during March. The
donations
will
help
North
Oxfordshire Community Foodbank provide food for local
people in need for the next three months.The foodbank drive
was held by Chipping Norton Midcounties Co-operative,
which is committed to supporting to the local community and
where colleagues had an initial target of 1,500 items. Joyce
Rice, Chair at the Foodbank, said, ‘Foodbanks like ours ensure
vulnerable people and families don’t go hungry. We currently
send at least 12 food parcels a week to those in need in
Chipping Norton and without the help of like-minded
organisations like the Co-op and the local community, we
would find it very difficult to carry on our essential work.’

Second fire engine goes
The decision to permanently remove Chipping Norton’s second
fire engine was officially made by the County Council’s Cabinet
in March. This follows low numbers of call-outs in the area and
difficulty with recruitment in the Town.There were only six calls
for the second engine based here in 2014/15 and the removal
was agreed as part of the County’s budget process, saving
around £48,000 a year. There are currently seven firefighters
based in Chipping Norton. The second fire engine is being ‘reallocated’ to Carterton once the new station is built there next
year. Chipping Norton’s station had a ‘try it out’ recruiting day
in April and anyone interested in joining the fire service as an oncall firefighter should see https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/
public-site/call-firefighters.

Great Rollright – great events
Great Rollright Market – next on Saturday 6 May, 9.30-#12.30.
Where’s Great Rollright? a Chippy resident asked this week. If
you’ve never been, then head through Over Norton and across
the crossroads to find this wonderful market on the first Saturday
of every month. Come to the Village Hall, with its amazing view,
which you can enjoy over a cup of fresh coffee in the popular café.
A wide variety of interesting stalls: practical and tasty foodstuffs, as
well as beautiful crafts. It’s all home baked/home grown/home
made/ethically produced – and all at very reasonable prices. The
plant stall is back – stock your garden with Joan’s wonderful home
grown plants. More at greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com.
Next dates: 3 June and 1 July.

Cancer Research UK update
It has been another successful year for the small group of
volunteers who organise fundraising events for CRUK in the
Chipping Norton/Hook Norton/Banbury/Middleton Cheney
area. Over the last year the team has raised £21,000, which
includes over £3,800 from the Christmas auction held at the
Crown & Cushion in December. Over the next few months,
the following are already planned, with more events to be
confirmed:
• Saturday 3 June – cake sale, Chipping Norton Co-op (cake
donations will be gratefully received)
• 12-21 June – Gill and Charlotte’s latest crazy stunt – to
cycle between the major cancer research centres in
Glasgow, Manchester, London, Cambridge and finishing in
Oxford – see Just Giving page (www.JustGiving.com/
CyclingForCharlotte) and/or follow on Facebook
(@CyclingForCharlotte)
• Sunday 1 October – Hooky Alternative Race for Life
• November – auction at the Hook Norton Brewery
We are always looking for help with events, either on a oneoff or a more regular basis. If you would like to get involved,
meet people and contribute to something important please
contact me on 07855 807005 or gillbegnor@live.co.uk.
Gill Begnor, Chairman

Prize Bingo – Wednesday 24 May, 8pm in the Village Hall.The
first of regular bingo nights, raising money for a range of local
village causes but a chance to win some real money! The game
is open to adults (18 and over) in a ‘light-hearted but bingoserious evening’. £2 entry covers the cost of the evening, then
games at £1 per card, or £5 for a strip of six. Top prize: £50 in
each of six rounds with smaller prizes of £10 and £5 – plus
two rounds of lucky dip. Soft drinks, tea and coffee and light
snacks are available, but everyone is welcome to bring their
own drinks and food if they wish. Non-profit making with all
proceeds going towards the Village Hall, the CE Primary
School and the Parish Church development. Please invite your
friends for a great fun evening – Eyes Down, Look In! For info
email: grrbingo@aol.com.
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Town Hall Pamper Evening

support. Barclays and NatWest banks are offering financial
skills training, advice and mentoring, while Oxfordshire
Apprenticeships is also on board. Oxfordshire Youth is
providing valuable advice and resources. ECN is securing
premises to house OX7, and a key worker to engage, train
and manage users of the scheme.

The Albion Centre charity in Chipping Norton would like
some help for a fundraising Pamper Evening planned for
Friday 14 July at the Town Hall, from 7pm-10pm. If you would
like to hire a table for the evening (£10 per table) please
contact Stephanie on 643428 between 9am and 3pm,
Monday–Friday. The team hopes to have people offering
services such as massage, nails and makeup – plus anyone
selling Avon or Phoenix Cards, and jewellery. On the evening
a donation to the Albion Centre would be appreciated to help
fund the Centre. The team would be delighted to hear from
you if you can help.

Care for a Cuppa Campaign
Katharine House hospice in Adderbury,
with
many
Chipping
Norton
supporters, is running their ‘Care for a
Cuppa’ campaign again – supported by
Bake Off judge and local resident, Prue
Leith, pictured left. The idea is for
supporters to hold coffee mornings
and afternoon teas to raise money for
their local hospice. This year’s campaign
runs from 8-14 May with events large
and small in homes, clubs and societies, village and town halls,
and canteens of many local businesses. Prue, an active Hospice
supporter, said, ‘For 25 years Katharine House has provided
professional but friendly and warm palliative care, along with
a lot of sympathy, comfort and, yes, fun for the patient, plus
help and understanding for the families. The hospice charges
nothing. Needless to say, all this needs money! Most people
opt for a traditional afternoon tea or coffee morning, but
there are variations such as a Breakfast Bap Cuppa or Care
for a Cocktail.The Hospice will hold its own Care for a Cuppa
event on its Open Day on 12 May. I hope you can join in the
Cuppa campaign by organising your own event or coming
along to the one at the Hospice’. For information on events,

Beer Festival time!
The
14th
Great
Chadlington
Beer
Festival is on Saturday 3
June, from midday to
11pm, in the village –
with a great range of
around 20 real ales to
enjoy and a selection of
wines and ciders, Pimm’s
and soft drinks. Each year
the assembled punters
vote for their favourite
beer and a winner is
announced. There will be great food options throughout the
day and night, including a BBQ. An entertaining line-up of live
music will play throughout the day and evening and there will
be a whole heap of stuff to entertain children. The gate price
includes a Festival Glass, programme and beer tokens (used
also to purchase cider, Pimm’s and wine). Non-beer drinkers
are free. The Beer Festival is the chief fundraiser for Friends
of Chadlington School and all proceeds go to the School. For
more information, visit: http://chadlingtonbeerfestival.co.uk/
or https://www.facebook.com/ChadlingtonBeerFestival.
The 20th Charlbury Beer Festival is on Saturday 24
June at Charlbury Cricket Club from noon to 10pm. There
will be food, live music, children’s entertainment, Aunt Sally,
Culture Club tent, amazing selection of beers, wine, Pimm’s
and more – see www.Charlburybeerfestival.org. And Hook
Norton’s Festival of Fine Ales is on Saturday 15 July.

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU
Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality
products
at
competitive
rates

New ‘OX7 Digital Hub’
As trailed last month, Experience Chipping Norton (ECN) is
launching an exciting digital initiative to offer opportunities
for Chippy youngsters, after winning Government funding.The
two-year funding grant from the Department of Communities
and Local Government is part of the £3.25 million
Communities Fund, for more than 50 projects in the UK over
the next three years. The Chipping Norton hub, to be known
locally as OX7, will offer valuable expertise to 16 to 24-yearolds who have already left school, are not in education,
employment or training, and need help to find opportunities.
ECN will plug OX7 users into the Town’s business and social
community using its own digital platform, which includes their
website, multiple social media channels and the Chippy Means
Business digital sponsorship scheme. ECN will work with
WODC, local schools, colleges and Government referral
agencies to give access to essential training and employment

Easy access ground floor salon
Reduced rates every day for
Senior Citizens
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Join the Rainbow Run

to
download
a
fundraising
pack,
visit
or
https://www.khh.org.uk/Event/cuppa.
Other Katharine House events include the Midnight
Walk on Saturday 24 June and the Hospice Open Day on
Friday 12 May (2-5pm) when you can find out what the
Hospice does and how you can get involved as a volunteer or
fundraiser. See https://www.khh.org.uk/Event/open-day.

Calling all Helen & Douglas
supporters
from
House
Chipping Norton. The hospice is
organising its annual Rainbow
Run on Saturday 24 June in
Oxford’s Cutteslowe Park, to
raise money for the local
children’s and young adults’
hospice. This is a 3 km fun run
for everyone – and watch out,
you might well be showered
with powdered paint all the
colours of the rainbow! Places
are limited so sign up now. Entry
fees: £12 for children aged 13 and under; under 5’s free; adults
£17.50.
www.helenanddouglas.org.uk,
email
events@helenanddouglas.org.uk or phone 01865 799150.

Vintage cars at Daylesford

This year’s Daylesford Summer Festival is on Saturday 20 May
– and the Vintage Sports-Car Club, based in Chippy, is hosting
a Vintage Concours event, with dozens of local members
bringing their prized pre-war machinery to take part,
including AC, Alvis, Aston Martin, Austin, Bentley, Bugatti,
Frazer Nash/BMW, Lagonda, MG, Riley, Talbot and Vauxhall.
The Daylesford Summer Festival sees the famous Cotswold
organic farm come to life with stalls, workshops, debates,
crafts, farm tours, dog shows, singing, dancing, mini-JCB and
pony rides, and of course an array of delicious food … and
this year lots about bees! Free but visitors are asked to
register at www.daylesford.com to give an idea of numbers
attending.

Oxfordshire’s Nature
On 21 March, local conservation
charity Wild
Oxfordshire
launched the first ever complete
picture of the State of
Oxfordshire’s Nature. Over 100
people, representing some 45
organisations, attended the
launch at Blenheim Palace. The
report draws together a wealth
of expertise and knowledge
from the County’s professional
and
volunteer
base
in
biodiversity
and
nature
conservation. The news is mixed;
wildlife faces many pressures from increased development,
agriculture practices and climate change. The report highlights
what is being done, and what could be done, to ensure the
variety of habitats and species will still be there to benefit
future generations. Some species are doing well. Red kites,
rare 30 years ago, are now widespread across the County and
seen regularly over Chipping Norton. Otters have even been
sighted in Oxford: will they be seen locally? Breeding bitterns
and marsh harriers have returned to the Otmoor reserve.
Other species are suffering. There have been long-term
declines in farmland and woodland biodiversity and some
associated species are at serious risk of extinction, including
the turtle dove. There is a case study of work being done to
improve the lot of farmland birds at an Over Norton farm
(page 93 of the report).
In the future, challenges and pressures on wildlife will not
go away. Oxfordshire’s State of Nature Report supports
previous national calls for more, bigger, better and joined-up
natural habitats. That requires action across all sectors, not
just conservation organisations. Support comes from the
County Council, Natural England, Banbury Ornithological
Society, Beard Construction, Blenheim Palace, Seacourt Press
and Smiths (Bletchington). Download the report from
www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/stateofnature. For more about
Wild Oxfordshire visit www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk or email
clare@wildoxfordshire.org.uk.
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Midland Bank remembered
With the HSBC Market Place branch closing on 12 May, local resident Maureen Shepherd sent the News an
interesting reminder of the site’s long history.
and its beautiful glass roof and
In November 1834 a branch of the
accommodation for the manager.
Stourbridge and Kidderminster
Around 10 years ago there was still a
Banking Company opened at 5
picture of 5 Market Place in the bank
Market Place, Chipping Norton, with
manager’s office. When asked, he
the branch managed by Parsons and
would tell customers that the ‘first
Rolls (drapers) and John Atkins
branch of our bank’ was in Chipping
(seedsman). By 1879 the Stourbridge
Norton. 1984 saw the 150-year
& Kidderminster Bank had
anniversary of Midland Bank in
amalgamated with the Birmingham
Chipping Norton – one of the
Banking Company and the original
Midland’s most important branches
name disappeared. Over the years
in Oxfordshire. The manager then
the bank continued a policy of
was Mr Archie Stevenson who was a
amalgamation, first becoming the
founder member along with myself
Metropolitan Bank and finally in
and others of the Chamber of Trade,
1914, London City & Midland Bank.
As the Midland Bank, it traded in The Midland Bank in 1955 – in front, a wartime static formed in 1977. Mr Stevenson was
Chipping Norton until recent years water tank in which lived a large goldfish, abandoned treasurer. How times have changed –
from a Mop Fair
now in May the bank is to close
and then became HSBC.
Maureen explained the site’s (Images of Chipping Norton Vol II – Brenda Morris & Alan Watkins) finally, 183 years from when it first
opened in Chipping Norton. This was an important building and
history,‘In about 1885 the Midland purchased what had been the
bank in Chipping Norton – part of the Town’s history that should
old Borough Arms further along Market Place. This building was
not be forgotten’. Thanks to Maureen for the information.
demolished and the building now there was built, with the bank

Tributes to Kath Wallis
9 July 1951 – 7 February 2017
Kath was brought up in Chipping Norton. She married and had two sons, Nathan and Mark. She was very proud of
both of them and their achievements. After they started school, Kath worked with severely disabled children at Penhurst
School, joining the staff in 1982 and working there in a number of jobs until 2009. She started as a classroom assistant,
then, after getting a diploma in Social Work at Ruskin College, Oxford in 2003, she was promoted to Head of Care. Kath
enjoyed many very happy years with her long time partner, Marcus Lapthorn whom she married last Christmas. Here
are some of the words of appreciation from colleagues and friends who knew her well.
privileged to have known her. I’m grateful for
the permanent enrichment she made to me
and all who knew her.

I first knew Kath as a dedicated, caring,
creative professional at Penhurst. Over 30
years she became a trusted, kind,
understanding, empathetic friend. She
touched many lives and the world was a
little bit better because she was here.

Kath’s working life was dedicated to
supporting, teaching and empowering the
children. Her creative and caring personality
sparked joy and a sense of fun. As a close and
inspirational friend of 30 years, my life has
been enriched by knowing her.

She was a very special and wonderful
person – kind and generous. She never
judged and always gave sound advice. She
was brilliant as a colleague and friend. The
world is a poorer place without her.

Kath was my mentor and friend. There to
offer support when times were difficult.
Always seeing life’s endless possibilities. One
of those people you rarely meet. A truly
peaceful soul. Om Shanti Kath.

Kath was very professional at work and the
children loved her – always very caring to
both children and adults who valued her integrity,
consideration and thoughtfulness. As a friend I will greatly
miss her and her influence will live on.

I worked with Kath for many years and always admired and
looked up to her. She was always compassionate to both
students and staff. She will be greatly missed.

Farewell to a special lady. Kath’s commitment to the
children was exceptional. She always put them first. Kath
was an outstanding manager.

Kath was always calm, friendly and approachable, not only as
a friend but in all her positions at Penhurst. She was very
committed and focused on the young people and very
popular with children and staff. Many lovely memories.

Kath was a brilliant friend, considerate, wise, patient and
empathetic. She was good company and fun to be with. I feel
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SAFETY FEATURE
Keeping our Community Safe
Neighbourhood Watch awareness

ordinators Clare and Natasha with any questions or
suggestions at NHWchippingnorton@gmail.com or join the
Chipping Norton Neighbourhood Watch facebook page.

A fine spring day on 6 April saw the first Neighbourhood
Watch Awareness Day in the Town Hall, put together by Clare
Community Forum meeting
Percival, ably supported by Natasha Davis-Batchelor, who are
our local coordinators. Newsteam members went along, to
After feedback at the Town Hall, our local Police have suggested
they join members of the
explore the advice on offer.
Neighbourhood Watch for a public
Thames Valley Police had
Community Forum on Tuesday 16
three stalls with security advice,
May at 7.30 in Crown & Cushion.
padlocks and alarms, neon
This is the first of what might be
marker pens, bells to attach to
quarterly similar events – for the
purses
to
help
deter
public to raise concerns and ask
pickpockets and a questionnaire
questions about police and
asking everyone to list three
neighbourhood
safety matters.
issue on ‘crimes’ of concern in
Chippy. Some public attending
Local crime updates
told the News that a more
Break ins and thefts from
visible police presence was a
outbuildings continue to be a
priority.
One
Newsteam
current issue. On Tuesday 4 April,
member put down parking,
while Over Norton slept, a hooded
Just some of the Neighbourhood Watch Awareness Day gang made light work of breaking
speeding and break ins – such as
team pictured outside the Town Hall
the recent crime wave stealing
into at least ten outhouses and
from sheds – which can have a devastating effect on owners,
sheds. No-one heard anything despite security lights being
particularly where stolen equipment or tools had helped earn
broken. The police responded to residents as they discovered
a living. On sale were some very effective movement-sensitive
the damage, some of it extensive, and victims are awaiting
alarmed padlocks which would deter all but the most stupid
follow up. Items taken included electrical garden equipment,
thief who risked their actions being publicised loudly to the
hand tools and a generator.
Detailed statistics and locations on all crimes reported are
whole neighbourhood.
on the TVP website under ‘Chipping Norton Area’ (which
Shelley Edwards from Oxfordshire Trading Standards
includes villages). Details of crime ‘clear up’ and conviction
was there advising people, particularly the elderly, about
results are also recorded. The 12 months to Jan 2017 included:
menacing door step swindlers and internet/phone con
Anti-social behaviour
256
30.0%
merchants who seem set on depleting pensioners' life savings
Violence and sexual offences
126
14.8%
for personal gain. Be aware, and think twice if someone calls
Criminal damage and arson
118
13.8%
or emails you out of the blue with a convincing story. Age
Burglary/Robbery
110
12.9%
UK had a wide range of leaflets on all their services. The
Theft (inc from persons)
126
14.8%
County’s Emergency Planning also had a desk. In another
Shoplifting
34
4.0%
corner was Fire and Rescue Service's Russell Pratt, a
Vehicle
crime
46
5.4%
firefighter attached to Chippy's fire station and also a Home
Drugs
21
2.5%
and Community Officer, he carries ‘Safe and Well’ visits to
Public
order
8
0.9%
keep vulnerable people safe. He hands out the Lions' message
Other
crime
9
1.0%
in a bottle for vital personal and medical information, advises
on fire, home security, and other safety issues.
Your local police contacts
Michelle Miller, Community Relations Officer for
If you would like get in touch with your Neighbourhood
Thames Valley Police, told the News, ‘This type of day is
Policing Team – with questions or information on local police
tremendous in raising visibility of crime in the community, and
matters please call 101 and ask for Chipping Norton or email
in helping people to help themselves by working together’.
ChippingNortonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk Cheryl
She praised Clare and Natasha for pulling everything together
Harrison is our local PCSO. Sign up for police crime and
so successfully – a model for events elsewhere.Thanks also to
safety alerts at www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk.
Guy Wall of Machine Link Chipping Norton for sponsoring
the event and Midcounties Co-op for supplying refreshments
and help from staff members including George and Jamie.

Part Time Employment
in Fish & Chip Shop

Join Neighbourhood Watch

Serving only ~ Hours 5pm to 9pm
6 Days a Week ~ Wages Negotiable
Location: Horse Fair Chipping Norton

Chippy’s Neighbourhood Watch scheme is run by volunteer
residents – to raise awareness, and make sure we are looking
after each other – working as a group to tackle issues such as
anti-social behaviour and criminal damage. Ideas such as
community speedwatch are being discussed (see page 3). A
quarterly newsletter is being launched. Contact our co-

Contact Mr B Mia 01608 641075 / 07915 055160
for further information
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LOCAL FEATURE
What’s in a Street Name?
If you are moving into the new Bellway houses at Cotswold Gate, you may wonder about the name of your street
and where it came from. The Newsteam’s Linda Rand reports.
Morris Close recalls Dermot Morris, born
in Chipping Norton, who spent 28 years as a
voluntary fireman here, was Chief Fire
Officer for many years and spent 10 years
working for the Fire Service in Kidlington, for
which he was awarded the BEM. He later
became Curator of the Museum.
Stares Court will be named after Ron
Stares, a Town Councillor, first elected in
1971 and Mayor on three occasions. He was
a founder member of the Bowls Club,
Treasurer of The Lido and involved with the
Football Club and Cricket Club. Ron was
manager of the Co-op until retirement in
1986. He and his wife moved to Exmouth in
2000 and Ron died in 2014.
Stopford Place commemorates General
Sir Montagu Stopford, who commanded 33
Indian Corps in Burma 1943–45 and
received the Japanese surrender in 1945.
He was Deputy Lieutenant of Oxfordshire
1962 and lived at Rock Hill House from
1950 until his death in 1971. A blue plaque
commemorating his Town links is located
on the wall of the War Memorial.
Two interesting names suggested by the History Society, did not
find their way into the Town’s street directory. Ernest Padley,
born in Chipping Norton in 1916, studied at the Grammar
School and at Ruskin College, Oxford (with a TUC scholarship).
He was Labour MP for Ogmore (1950–75), Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs 1964–67 in the Wilson Governments, and Labour
Party Chairman 1965–66. He died in 1984.
Captain James Hind, on the
other hand, was born in Chippy in
the 17th century, ran off to London
to become a Highwayman,
becoming a member of Thomas
Allen’s gang, famous as the politest
highwaymen on the road. It is
alleged he stole only from
followers of Oliver Cromwell,
upon whose life Hind reportedly
made an unsuccessful attempt. He was hanged for high
treason in 1652. More on one of Chippy’s ‘loveable?’ rogues,
can be found in O M Meades’ book The Adventures of Captain
James Hind of Chipping Norton: the Oxfordshire Highwayman,
available for £4 from the Museum.
With the Town possibly looking to accommodate 1,400
new homes, more new street names will be needed. WODC’s
policy says that names could reflect the history or geography
of the site; should not be named after living individuals; and
could recall a recently deceased individual, (provided
permission is granted from the next of kin). Names should be
Forename plus Surname or Surname only, should be easy to
pronounce or spell, and any open to re-interpreting by graffiti
or shortening should be avoided. Perhaps Padley and Hind
may yet appear. Any ideas for others?

Think of William Bliss Avenue, Withers Way and Rowell Way,
and you see that Chippy has a tradition of naming streets after
local people who have contributed much to the life of this
community.The new development between Burford Road and
Walterbush Road continues this fine tradition. WODC is
responsible for street naming, but seeks ideas from the
community. Town Council nominated the first four below and
the Local History Society added the last four.
The main estate road is to be called
Evans Way, after Rob Evans, an active
Town Councillor from 1983–2011,
Mayor in 1995, County Councillor from
1997–2005 and District Councillor at
the time of his death in 2013. A post
teaching history at Chipping Norton
School brought Rob here in 1973 and he
quickly threw himself into the political and cultural life of the
Town, being Chair of the local Labour Party, and involved with
the ACE Centre, Friends of the Town Hall and two Town
appraisals.
Howes Lane commemorates Mike
Howes, who died in 2014. Mike, a District
Councillor for eight years, was President
of Chipping Norton Conservatives and an
officer of the Rotary Club of Chipping
Norton; he started Chippy Jazz Festival in
1998 and was treasurer of many other
local organisations including the RNLI,
Round Table, Probus, British Legion and the Lawrence Home
Nursing Team.
Burrows Crescent celebrates Gina
Burrows, who died in 2010. Gina was also
an active Town Councillor, twice mayor, a
Top School governor for 15 years, Chair of
the local Labour Party and active in St
Mary’s Church, The Theatre, The Lido and
The Friends of the Town Hall.
Ellis Lane will be a tribute to Bob Ellis, a
Freemason in Norton and Evenlode Lodges,
who worked tirelessly to promote the Bowls
Club, was Chairman of the Town Care
Committee, responsible for Meals on
Wheels amongst other things, and involved
with the Rotary Club and Volunteer
Connection, raising funds to help those in need in Chipping
Norton.
Burbidge Close is named after Geoffrey
Burbidge, a theoretical astrophysicist born in
Chipping Norton, who studied at the
Grammar School, then Bristol and London
Universities, before moving with his wife, also
an astrophysicist, to teach at the University
of California in San Diego in 1951. He gained
notoriety for his quasi-steady-state theory,
which contradicts the Big Bang theory. He died in 2010.
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SPORTS NEWS
Chipping Norton Bowls Club

Minster Lovell, with the game remembered for club legend
Mark Corbett scoring what could be his last goal for the
Magpies as his retirement beckons.
Mark Corbett’s testimonial Chippy hold a testimonial
game at Neston Sports and Social Club on 6 May. The current
team will play a team of Mark’s carefully selected Chippy
Legends. All are welcome for a 2pm kick off. Enjoy a BBQ and
a great opportunity to have a drink, see some old faces and
reminisce as we send off a huge servant to the Club.
Walking fundraiser Simon Rance hopes to raise £500 for
the Club by walking the 83 mile Oxford Canal Path. Please
support him via https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
chippytownfc?utm_id=2&utm_term=YgP9P8RxZ
Dominic Rickard

The
Club
proudly
hosted 5 of the 6
Oxfordshire
Men’s
Indoor
Bowls
Association
County
Championship Finals
starting on 21 March.
Banbury Cross were
dominant, winning 3
titles but John Cox and
John Benfield (pictured) upheld the honour of the Club
beating them by 24 shots to 15 in the Over 60s Pairs in
Oxford on 3 April.
After a busy season the Indoor Section held its annual
awards ceremony when near 70 members and supporters
enjoyed a very pleasant evening in the clubhouse. As we
approach our 30th anniversary it was fitting that two original
members, Grace Barnes and Barbara Pearce, presented the

Chippy Rugby U11s County success

Chipping Norton Rugby Union Football Club offers rugby for
just about everyone from Under 6 up. Minis and juniors train
Sunday mornings from early September to late April. This
season ended with great success for the Under 11 squad,
many of whom have played together since they were five.
Undefeated in over three quarters of their 41 competitive
fixtures throughout the season, one of the squad’s two teams
entered Oxfordshire RFU County Festival winning their pool
to bring home a lovely big bit of silverware. There were three
pools in the U11 age group, and our boys won theirs with a
higher points score than the other pool winners. While
focussing on other sports over the summer, the squad looks
forward to getting together again for 2017/18, starting on
Sunday 3 September. New players are always welcome. Why
not come along and join in with this great game?
Claire Williamson

awards. Chairman Carole Thornhill (pictured here with the
prizewinners) recognised the services of the Club’s master of
ceremonies, Nigel Siford in his last year as Competition
Secretary. Carole also thanked retiring Secretary Nina
Boulton, League Organiser Brenda Shepherd and Fixture
Secretary Val Fraser for their many years of service to the
Indoor Section. The Bowls Club is now open for the Summer
Season and welcomes new members. Equipment and
instructions will be provided. For information call Val Harris
658201 or Roberta Jarvie 643556.

CN Town Football Club

Chippy Swifts season review

Chippy Firsts March and April, much like the whole season
were very up and down, beginning with a 3-0 defeat to likely
league winners Hanborough, a much better performance than
earlier in the season, with Chippy’s aging goalkeeper rolling
back the years with a string of fine saves albeit to no avail.
Then followed a battling performance with Chippy beating
Spartan Rangers in a hard fought 1-0 victory with Dan Bott
scoring in the last minute. On 25 March a depleted team
bowed out of the Senior Cup losing 3-1 to Coombe after
extra time. On 1 April saw Kirtlington made fools of! Chippy
avenged their earlier league defeat with a resounding 4-2 win
over one of the better footballing sides in the Division. Chippy
arguably played their best game of the season, young starlet
James Little with a brace, Joey Lee and Dan Bott with the
goals. On the 8th, Chippy suffered a disappointing 3-1 defeat to

U7: a fantastic campaign for our youngest team who lost only
their second league match of the season at Grendon. The
boys took it on the chin and were still smiling at the end.
Coach Martyn Clements summed it up ‘We have been ace,
and next season we will be even more ace’.
U8W: Another tricky month for Whites with three defeats
in March against tough opposition though morale remains
high with players improving and enjoying games and training
sessions. New players welcome – call Dom on 07810 307213.
U9: Some difficult March games but the team managed to
score victories even with players in unfamiliar positions ready
for next season. Promotion beckons and the team looks
forward to stern tests against fresh opposition next season. A
16
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brilliant campaign all round.
U10: A fantastic season for a newly formed team. New coach
Steve Townsend turned the team’s fortunes into a side playing
with pride and passion. And when they started winning, they
couldn’t stop! A quiet month in March saw a couple of draws
as a finale – a terrific inaugural year.
U12: We ended the campaign comfortably mid table in the
ultra-competitive A league with some friendlies to come, all at
11v11 to prepare for an even tougher 'A' League next season.
U13: A quiet month with the only game being a successful
friendly against opposition from a higher division.
Martyn Walsh

years as a coach. We welcome newly qualified coaches Clive
Jarvis and Rosie Cooper who will now run these sessions.
Email membership@4SSC.co.uk for details about joining us.
Philippa Upton

Chad Whites tackle Wembley
The U15s
tackled
Wembley last
month as the
team sampled
the sunny
delights of the
Stadium for
their team
excursion to
the see
England beat
Lithuania 2:0.

Four Shires Swimming Club
We are this year’s West
Oxfordshire District Club of
the Year, mainly for our efforts
in promoting disability swimming. The award was presented
to Head Coach Kim Weetman
accompanied by Eloise Upton
and Ellie Lawrence.
The Club has also been taking part in the Chiltern League
winning both evenings so far. Swimmers also attended galas at
Oxford (development 4&5), High Wycombe and Bristol which
are both long course meets. Although swims were not as fast
as some swimmers would have liked, doing long course swims
is always a good preparation for regional level. There are also
three local open water swims – a chance to try something a
bit different. Finally many thanks to Debbie Massey for her

Monkey Dragon School of Karate
Congratulations to Steve for being
awarded his first 9th grade Kyu Red Belt.
Steve has been training with MDSK for a
few months and is doing very well. The
first lesson is free for anyone wishing to
train with sessions on Thursdays at CN
Leisure Centre, 6-7pm children and 78pm teenagers and adults. Details: 643903
or 07472 789346 and via Facebook.
Julie Dowling

Walking Football kicks off
New Walking Football sessions have started at Chipping
Norton Leisure Centre – 6pm on Mondays a free for
newcomers or £3 per session. Details call 644412 or email
phillip.stanley@gll.org

Chipping Norton Cricket Club
Senior teams – May is the start of the 2017 League season
with the Club playing in Divisions 2 and 6 of the Oxfordshire
Cricket Association. We have new captains for the seniors
with Jim McGeown (First XI), Sam Townsend (Second XI) and
Lee Boswell (Sunday XI). At the time of writing, we do not
have fixture details dates, however there should be plenty of
opportunity for anyone wanting to play cricket. The First XI
will have two games against local rivals Chadlington.
Graham Beacham
Youth Section – The Club had a very successful Registration
Day with 60+ players signing up and ordering T-shirts. There is
still space in the U13s and U15s so if you have forgotten to join,
are looking for a new club or just thinking about having a go,
come to Club Night on Fridays at 6pm. It's a very cheap way to
play a sport with only a £35 fee for a whole four months of
coaching and an average of 8-10 competitive games.A great way
to make new friends as well. Parents can socialize at the
clubhouse with the bar open and burgers on sale. Regular
training sessions are scheduled for all Youth Teams. For a
membership form or information please contact Sue
Powell, Youth Co-ordinator via bloxhamsue@aol.com.
The Club is also on Pitchero and Facebook.
Sue Powell
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
A day at Highlands
Highlands Day Centre – along the Burford Road, is run by local charity Age Concern Chipping Norton. They kindly
asked the Newsteam’s Sue Hadland to spend a day with them to find out more about what was on offer and
experience directly what goes on there.

A warm welcome to join in

Lunch, music ... time flies

I arrived just before
10am
to
be
welcomed by Joyce,
the manager, and
was closely followed
by the arrival of the
minibus delivering
some of the visitors
for the day who
were given a warm
welcome by Hayley
and Sarah, the other two full time members
of staff. Other people kept arriving either by
their own steam or being dropped off by
family or carers. We were soon all drinking
tea and munching biscuits and getting to
know each other. Everyone joined in with
Hayley to do the crossword in the day’s paper
followed by a quiz and an anagram puzzle.
Minds fully exercised, we then enjoyed three
games of bingo followed by their own version
of the human fruit machine, a hilarious game where three
people each have a shopping bag with a potato, lemon and
carrot in them and when you shout GO they have to pull one
out and the idea is to get three the same.

Whilst we are all having fun, Theresa, the chef, is busy
preparing lunch. and chopping noises and wonderful smells
start coming from the kitchen. We all sat down for lunch at
midday and thoroughly enjoyed cottage pie with vegetables
and delicious jam or treacle tart with custard. Carole, one of
many volunteers, joined us at lunch time to help and spend
the afternoon with us. It is wonderful how people give up
their time and volunteer to help make others lives happier
and two such gentlemen arrived
after lunch armed with guitars
and song books. John Taylor and
his friend Martin do this
regularly and they were given a
very warm welcome. Everyone
had a loud and happy sing song
with them for an hour and was
well entertained. This was

followed by tea
and hot cross
buns and all too
soon it was
time to go
home.
Five
hours seemed
to have passed
in a flash.

Looking for company and a break?
Who are the people who use this excellent facility? Anyone
can book to attend and they can take up to around twenty
visitors a day. Some people are there because they live on
their own and it helps to alleviate loneliness and give them
social and stimulating company. Families that look after
elderly relatives can bring them and get some respite to
spend the day how they wish, knowing that their loved ones
are well looked after and happy. There are some people from
residential homes who are able to escape from the
institutional environment for a day and it makes a pleasant
change for them.

Garden, meeting space and more ...
So what other things does Highlands have to offer? The day
centre is open every weekday except Tuesday. It has a
beautiful garden, a large, light and airy main room which can
accommodate about fifty people and a committee room
which will hold up to twenty. These rooms can be used for
meetings, parties and other functions when not in use and
there is even catering available. On the first Tuesday of the
month they hold a dementia day which is a fairly new
addition to the facilities and proving popular. Why don’t you
give Joyce a call on 643320 if you are interested in the
facilities.
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Pat Lake – Chair of Highlands Committee
Pat Lake is a well known and popular figure in town. Three times our mayor, you may have seen him
masterminding the putting up of Christmas trees, on the door at the Theatre, directing CHAOS productions, or
running fabulous trips out for our more mature folk through Highlands. The Newsteam thought it was about time
we caught up with him to find out more about his life and what makes him tick. Roger Sinclair reports:
pan so suggested I step in and get things sorted’ he told us.
Maureen sadly passed away in 2003 and, in remembering her
call to action, Pat now chairs that committee. As
well as running ‘Chippy Active Trips (CATS)’ to
the likes of the Albert Hall and historic gardens
for the 230 local folk subscribed through
Highlands, he also oversees the daytime
activities four days a week and manages the
finances.
As we finished our chat over a coffee in
Whistlers, and typical of his understated
modesty, he added, ‘Did I say that I chaired the
Management Committee at Penhurst too?’ He
hadn't and that really impresses in that, far from
shouting from the rooftops, he has through his work in our
community conscientiously and selflessly put his heart and
soul into helping improve the quality of the lives of everyone
around him, something which we know is hugely appreciated.
So Pat, thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

Pat was born and brought up in Peckham, South East London,
although he was evacuated during the war to Sussex. He met
his wife Maureen locally and, once married,
moved out to Kent where they had their son
Russell before moving to Shrewsbury and
having daughter Caroline. While in Shrewsbury
he rose to a senior role in J Bibby Agricultural,
now ABN, starting as a commodity trader,
rising through Senior Buyer to a Director of
the company. Having worked in the Liverpool
HQ the business then moved to Enstone, so in
1978 Pat relocated to Chippy and has been
here ever since.
Since retiring in 1999, Pat hasn't exactly
taken his foot off the pedal and is passionate about
maintaining interest and excitement in our lives as we get
older. ‘Maureen was on the management committee at
Highlands in 2002 and she came home to tell me they had
just taken three hours discussing whether to get a new frying

The Old Shed
The Newsteam’s Sue Hadland reports on her latest discovery for an enjoyable eating outing
How delightful it is to discover a new place
to try close to Chipping Norton, which is a
pleasure
to
experience. For
me my first visit
here will definitely
not be my last.
Situated
on
Banbury Hill Farm
and caravan site
on the Enstone to
Charlbury road it
is easy to access
Top: Jade & Georgio serving
either by car or
delicious
food; Middle: delightful
various footpaths.
outdoor seating with beautiful
When I went in
views; Bottom: view of the large
March it was open
enclosed garden
for
breakfast,
lunch and tea, closing at around 4.30 but do check
because I believe it opens longer in the summer.
This is one of the most family friendly places I have
visited. The large enclosed garden, with lots of seating, boasts
not only play equipment for younger visitors but also a pets’
corner. If the weather is unfavourable, the children are not
forgotten if you have to go inside.There are play corners with
toys, books and colouring to keep them amused along with
an excellent children’s menu with everything from lunch
boxes to chicken goujons, sausages and much more.
Now what about the grownups? Everything here is
homemade and tastes wonderfully fresh. You can get
breakfast up to 10.30 and lunch between 12 and 2pm. In

between, there are the delicious cakes and pastries to
sample along with excellent beverages. It is not licensed, but
the selection of teas, coffees and soft drinks is extensive.
Now for the main courses. The Mighty Shed Burger is
not for the faint hearted as I found out. It is definitely a
man’s (or a very hungry woman’s) meal, filled with a massive
homemade burger, bacon, lashings of cheese and salad, all
presented in a soft brioche type bun with rustic fries. My
friend was more restrained and went for the macaroni
cheese served with a salad and garlic bread which she said
was the best she had
tasted. There
are
quiches and flans, also
omelettes, and on the
day we visited lasagne
and spinach and ricotta
filled pancakes. The
menu changes daily.
Jacket potatoes,
sandwiches, soup
and ham, egg and
chips also appear
regularly.
With Summer
upon us I can
recommend a visit
to The Old Shed
and there is also an opportunity to take a stroll around
their farm trail. Enjoy yourselves!!
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The Theatre

Chippy Theatre’s Artistic Director John Terry, directs the
latest version of The Island, and had the privilege of seeing the
2002 Old Vic production. ‘I was astonished at the power and
energy of the piece, delivered by just two actors with no set
and minimal props. It was a great lesson in the simple gutwrenching power of theatre, and one that shaped my work
ever since,’ he said. ‘Our production, delivered in the round,
puts the action amongst the audience. Our design approach is
to create a clean, almost Grecian forum in which the sweat of
the actors and the plight of the characters, are set before us,
literal and unavoidable. These people are just like us. This is
not just then, it is now.’ The Island, which is suitable for ages
12+, runs from May 10-20. For more details call the Box
Office on 642350.

The Island
Chipping
Norton
Theatre and Dukes
Lancaster present this
powerful drama of
defiance and determination, set on Robben
Island where Nelson
Mandela
was
incarcerated for 27
years. It is based on the
true story of two
inmates
performing
the great
photo Stu Allsopp Antigone,
classical play of political
In rehearsal at The Theatre
protest. As John and Winston prepare for the performance
with the limited contents of their cell, they debate the merits
of their protest and the tension of the uneasy relationship
increases when one man finds out he may be granted early
release. The Island, written by Athol Fugard, John Kani and
Winston Ntshona was first produced in 1973 under a
different title as, for many years, it was forbidden to even
mention Robben Island, such was the reputation of its prison.
After premiering in a small Cape Town theatre, it was
presented at London’s Royal Court and on Broadway,
cementing its reputation as a modern classic. After the
original South African performance, Kani and Ntshona acted
in many of the subsequent productions themselves, jointly
winning a Tony Award.

Theatre Gallery
Thursday 6 April-Monday 8 May Antony Hinchliffe will be
exhibiting a varied selection of artwork, a lot of it new pieces,
including oils, acrylic and charcoal depicting subjects from
seascapes to figurative and abstract landscapes.
KWISIQITHI 9-22 May This is a photographic exhibition
exploring Robben Island, South Africa, where Nelson Mandela
was held prisoner. It will run alongside the production of The
Island at The Theatre. Tangled Dreams, a celebration of
Pauline Nolan’s acrylic artwork and Wendy Todd’s embellished
textile creations 25 May-22 June. (See also p22). Exhibition
viewing from 30 minutes before all live shows, films and
screenings and Saturdays 1pm-3pm.

ChipLitFest
Desert Island Books Armando Iannucci got the LitFest off

Photo: Jenny Aston, Silver Apples Photography

to a flying start in a special event at the Theatre on 6 April.
Known as the comedy writing genius behind the characters of
Alan Partridge and the sweary spin-doctor Malcolm Tucker
from TV’s In the Thick of It, he has earned various Baftas,
Emmys and an Oscar nomination in his writing, directing and
producing career. In an informal conversational format with
Will Gompertz, Iannucci needed little encouragement to give
the packed Theatre a witty insight into his Italian-Glaswegian
upbringing and his time at Oxford University, where he
abandoned his PhD on Milton’s Paradise Lost for a career in
comedy. But the theme of the evening and the literary link to
the Festival was his Desert Island Books, and he chose an
eclectic mix. The first, The War of the Worlds, revealed him as
a long-standing sci-fi fan. His second choice, David Copperfield,
also read as a teenager, made such an impact on him that he
is currently adapting it for the big screen. His other choices
were George Orwell’s Essays, Smiley’s People and Byzantium.
There were some probing questions from the audience which
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prompted discussion on the nature of comedy and whether
certain topics are taboo. Iannucci came across as a lively,
highly intelligent man who could have kept us entertained for
hours and the evening ended all too soon.

which will enable you to stroll from site to site.The Arts Team
has selected a few of the local artists to mention, but we wish
we had room to tell readers about them all.

What have Beatrix Potter and Pulham Coaches in
common? Our local bus company, for the third year running,
is a sponsor at ChipLitFest, this
year teaming up with journalist
Matthew Dennison who is
retelling for an hour the life of
Beatrix Potter. Sue Gregory,
Business Manager for Pulham’s
said, ‘It’s always an honour to
sponsor the Chipping Norton
Literary Festival – a local and
welcoming family event. To be
partnered with an author retelling
the story of such a well-known,
charming and family-favourite
author is a delight!’ Matthew is a regular contributor to a
range of publications, including Country Life, and The Spectator,
and as a non-fiction writer he is an author of five works
including The Life of Beatrix Potter. So watch out next month
to see if the News gets an update from his talk on how the
Tailor of Goucester or Peter Rabbit hopped on an X8 for a
day out to Chippy. The ChipLitFest is taking place after the
News has gone to press. Further comments and reviews will
be in the the next issue.

Nic Vickery-Brown is the artist who painted the hare
outside Jaffé & Neale, as part of the Cotswolds Hare Trail.
During Artweeks she can be found in Gertie, her unusual
mobile studio, alongside other artists and jewellers. She works
in pastels creating traditional animal pictures and quirky
protraits. During Artweeks she will be working on new pieces
and is happy to put the kettle on and chat about her work to
visitors. Venue: Eynsham Park Estate (in the courtyard),
Cuckoo Lane, North Leigh, Witney OX29 6PW.
There’s lots to see in Judith Yarrow’s exhibition at her
studio at 8, Cross
Leys, OX7 5HG
particularly as she’s
joined this year by
fellow
Chipping
Norton
artist
Ruth
ShawWilliams and her
fascinating artist’s
books and original
prints.
Ruth
exhibits widely but
this is the first time she’s exhibited in Chippy (more info at
www.ruthsw.wrenhill.com). Also, Rosie Colvin from South
Newington will be there with her jewellery
(www.rosiecolvin.com). Judith will have new work, including
mixed media paintings and cards from a trip to the Faroe
Islands (one of which is pictured above). She will also have on
display an artist’s book about her experience of radiotherapy
for breast cancer, which she did last year as a thank you to all
the staff at The Churchill Hospital and The Maggie Centre.
Some of Ruth’s work also continues the medical theme.
Children are very welcome and there’s always a cup of tea or
coffee available. Judith, Ruth and Rosie welcome the
opportunity to discuss their work. Open every day 12pm6pm. Open at 10am on 13 May.
Local artist and debut novelist, Jan Harvey, is dedicating
her Artweeks exhibition to all things literary with paintings,

Just some of the local artists involved ...

Oxfordshire Artweeks 2017
Oxfordshire Artweeks sees lots
going on in Chippy this year for with
several new artist’s exhibiting. Free
guides are available around town,
from the Leisure Centre, the Library,
Jaffé & Neale and Kingham Station.
There’s also a free town trail map for
Chipping Norton, which is available
from Fibreworks in Middle Row and
also on the Chippy News website (www.chippynews.org) and
the Oxfordshire Artweeks website has all the information
online: www.artweeks.org During its second week, 13-21
May, artists in our area will be opening their doors, or getting
together as a group, to show us their work. The ArtsTeam
have looked at the Artweeks online information and counted
how many artists are in our area; the result is staggering!

Local sites to visit
In Chipping Norton there are 10 sites in all; in Spring Street,
Rockhill, Cross Leys, Church Street, Worcester Road, Albion
Street, Distons Lane and the Town Hall (16-21 May) where
you’ll find members of Oxfordshire Craft Guild. Locally you
will find 16 sites in Chadlington, 19 sites in Charlbury as well
as Cornbury Park, Stonesfield, Finstock, Woodstock, Over
Norton, to name but a few of local participating villages and
towns. In Great Rollright there are 23 artists in 4 differing
sites in the village, showing a mixture of art techniques,
featuring paintings, textiles, glass, sculpture, paper,
photography, jewellery and ceramics. Some artists with
demonstrations will be in the Village Hall. Parking available.
Teas are on offer along with parking, as well as toilets. There
will be Artist Trail maps in Charlbury and Great Rollright

Join us for the launch party

of Jane Griffiths’
new poetry collection
on May 11th from 6.30pm
Middle Row, Chipping Norton
01608 641033 info@jaffeandneale.co.uk
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offering Over The Rainbow is set in a delightful cottage
garden at Garden Studio, Hastings Hill, Churchill, OX7 6NA,
from 26-29 May, 11am-5pm. Here you will be sure of a warm
welcome
and
a
feast
of
colour.
Visit
www.blendsandfriends.com for further information.

glass works, drawings and cards created around the theme of
the book. Jan’s debut novel The Seven Letters was published in
February (see February News). The modern part of the novel
is set in a town ‘very like Charlbury’ and not far from Jan’s
Garden Gallery in Shipton-under-Wychwood, where the
exhibition will be held from 13 to 21 May. The exhibition will
feature paintings of the settings of well-loved novels such as
Rebecca, David Copperfield, Tess of the d'Urbervilles, and the
works of the Brontë sisters, along with more contemporary
works by Kate Morton and Patrick Gale. ‘I have looked at
where my favourite books are set and painted, in acrylics and
watercolour, the scenery as the characters may have seen it
and in one or two cases, as they are today.’ Says Jan, ‘I’ve really
enjoyed it because it’s a blend of two of my great passions,
reading and art.’
Jan will also be hosting a special book group during the
week and, of course, signed copies of The Seven Letters will be
available too.There will also be a book swop, a ‘blind date with
a book’ for charity and a competition to win one of the
paintings. For
more
details
contact
Jan
on
www.janharveyauthor.com
A Feast of Colour With Blends and Friends.
Pauline Nolan & Wendy Todd are two friends who
frequently exhibit together at their Garden Studio, Churchil,.
Despite working independently, and in a different medium,
they use similar methods with harmonious results, Pauline
working primarily in acrylic paint and Wendy in vintage
textiles. Exciting blends and imagery prevail. In addition to
Tangled Dreams at the Theatre Gallery (see p20) they are
also exhibiting with other artists at the Artyard Café, Enstone
6-29 May, open daily from 8am-11pm. Their other Artweeks

Oxfam’s Art Books bonanza
Anyone interested in Art might
want to call into the Oxfam
Bookshop in West Street as the
shop is benefitting from an
outstanding donation of several
thousand good quality art books.
An Oxford collector and dealer
in art books for fifty years has
donated his collection to Oxfam
as he and his wife have
‘downsized’. The donation covers a wide range of artists from
Adams to Van Dyke as well as books on illustration and art
history. Tony Cooper, manager of the shop, said that in 30
years in the book trade he had never seen a private collection
of such breadth and quality. The books are being sold in
Chipping Norton and other Oxfam shops in Witney and St
Giles, Oxford. If art is your thing then do visit your local
Oxfam shop and see what we have to offer.

Other local events & news
Burford Singers Come
and Sing with Bob &
Brian: Saturday 27 May. A
day of lively music-making
at Burford School led by
the Singers’ President, Bob
Chilcott and Director of
Music, Brian Kay. The works
sung will include Bob Chilcott’s recently published work
Gloria, with a view to a performance at the end of the day.
Registration and coffee from 9.30am, singing between
10.30am and 4.15pm with breaks for lunch and tea,
performance 4.45pm. See www.burfordsingers.org. for the
booking form and further details.
Chipping Norton Amateur Operatic Society - Another
Opening, Another Show – so starts Kiss Me Kate which
CHAOS are performing 25-27 May at The Theatre. The story
is based on a touring production of The Taming of the Shrew
and many songs are well known. CHAOS stalwarts Arthur
Taylor and Diana Dodd play the warring couple and they are
ably supported by, amongst others, Kieran Keeble, Fiona
Bates, Debbie Radley, Martin Hannant and Dave Court. The
show is directed once again by Pat Lake with Cristin Russ as
musical director. Choreography is left in the very capable
hands of Fiona Bates. Tickets are going very fast and some are
still available from the Theatre. Check performance times and
ticket availability at the Box Office on 642350.
Bledington Music Festival 2017 – St Leonard’s Church,
Bledington 6 June: Juliette Bausor, principal flute with London
Philharmonic Orchestra, Catrin Finch, Harp and Ruth Gibson,
Viola. 7 June: Katona Twins, Guitar Duo. 8 June: Albion String
Quartet led by Tamsin Waley-Cohen.Tickets (£20 until 1 May)
on sale at Jaffé & Neale, Chipping Norton and other outlets.
www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk for all details.
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Jaffé & Neale, on line, via 01993 830930 or on the door. Sian
said they are looking forward to seeing you there.

The Fibre Festival Saturday; 3 June Young Makers and
Entrepreneurs is the
title of this year’s
Festival. Taking place
along Middle Row, the
event focuses on young
entrepreneurs with
businesses in their
infancy. The Fibreworks
has
chosen
local
makers, giving them
the opportunity to
showcase contemporary
embroidery,
hand-made teethers
that double up as
jewellery, dressmakers,
screen-printers, silversmithing, local button
makers and even
artisan ice cream in exciting flavours. In The Fibreworks shop
there will be classes and demonstrations, along with free
children’s activities. Saturday 3 June 10am to 4pm.

Ascott Martyrs in textiles Would you like to have fun,
coffee and cake and create a piece of textile artwork to
celebrate the women of Ascott under Wychwood who
changed history? You can join in at one of two free taster
session workshops – Friday 5 May (noon-3pm) and Saturday
13 May (10am-1pm) at the Sports Pavilion, High Street, Ascott.
Don’t worry if you don’t know anything – there will be
descendants of the Martyrs keen to tell their story and
everyone, including the tutors, will be there to share ideas and
help create something. Book a place: call Clare Goodall 07904
966367 or Sue Richards 01993 830122. A WEA course
supported by the Skills Funding Agency. There will be a longer
course later to create the textile wall-hanging.

Music Festival postscript
Youngest Organ scholar 12-year-old Louis Moss, who lives
in Chipping Norton
and who appeared
at this year’s Music
Festival has become
the youngest person
to play the organ for
an Oxford University
college.
Louis, who goes to
Cotswold School,
started playing the
piano when he was
six and tried the
organ for the first
time just over a year
ago – bucking a national trend of declining numbers. He has
been awarded an Organ Scholarship at Jesus College, where
he will be soon be playing hymns at college services. The
scholarship is part funded by the Dr Martin Clarke Young
Organ Scholars' Trust (YOST), which works closely with
major church music bodies to encourage talented young
people through funding for their studies and scholarships. The
scheme aims to see 200 such scholarships funded throughout
the UK over the next five years.

Cotswold Decorative & Fine Arts Society hold two
Events in May. Their May lecture is The Beauty of Frames by
Julia Korner. It starts at 11am with coffee and tea from 10.1510.45. Wednesday 10 May. Non-members welcome, no need
to book (suggested donation £10). There will be a Special
Interest Day on 24 May by Jon Cannon entitled The Secret
Language of Secret Places from 10.45am-3pm. Non-members
fee is £33 to include coffee and a light lunch. Places are limited
and booking is essential. Both events at Bradwell Village Hall
OX18 4XF. For information on both events and booking form
see www.cotswolddfas.org.uk
Churchill’s Screen by the Green The next movie at
Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall on Saturday 13 May is The
Girl on the Train. Emily Blunt brilliantly plays troubled
commuter Rachel Walton, fantasising about a seemingly
perfect couple she glimpses from the train to whom
something shocking suddenly seems to happen. A highly
convincing adaptation of the formidable 2015 murder mystery
blockbuster by Paula Hawkins which is set mainly in a leafy
New York suburb. All films start at 7.30; tickets £4.50 pay on
the door. For information and to book ring 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com
The NORTS from Ghosts to Pimm’s The latest play by
Chipping Norton’s Amateur Dramatic Society, found the
troupe in full force on 1 April for their performance of The
Ghosts of Half-way House. The team’s Sian O’Neill told the
News, ‘The café-style theatre experience proved to be a great
hit with the audience. The performances were received with
mixed reviews, with the evening audience bestowing great
praise on the layout in the hall, scenery and the cast. 'Best one
yet' was mentioned more than once, much to the delight of
the director and cast, who the week before were debating as
to whether or not to go ahead with the play.’ So a big thank
you from Sian and the NORTS to all who came and supported
us at the Town Hall. The next scheduled production is a
Pimm’s and Play extravaganza, performing a lighthearted radio
play in the Parish Rooms in Chipping Norton in late July, with
Pimm’s included in the ticket price. Tickets will be available at
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CN Probus’ anniversary year

World War II plane crashes in the area. It is very much a a
work in progress and the current aim is to have a page for
each village in the locality, for the use of schools, community
groups etc, as an aid to Remembrance. If anybody has
information they would like to have added please contact
stevekingsford@gmail.com or phone 01295 780558. It can be
found at: www.wardeadofnorthoxfordshire.com. Information
about the fallen of Chipping Norton and Over Norton can
still be found at: www.chippingnortonbritishlegion.com
Steve Kingsford

To celebrate the 40 Anniversary of Chipping Norton Probus
Club, members and their partners enjoyed a splendid lunch at
th

Folk Club at the Artyard Café
A great crowd on Monday at our lovely new venue The Artyard Café
in Enstone. Standout moments included a beautiful version of John
Barleycorn from Nigel, Country Life from Kate and The Last Thing on My
Mind from David all of which had everyone singing along, plus some
lively guitar and fiddle songs from Jonathan and Christine (members of
The Jesters who are playing at the Café at the end of April). It’s a real
treat to make music in such a relaxed atmosphere.A nice added touch
this month was free chips all round (many many thanks to Geoff). A
touching farewell was made to Ian who has stepped down from being
Treasurer after many years. He has barely missed a meeting
since the Club formed. The next meeting will be at the same
venue at 8pm on Monday 8 May. All performers (especially
first timers) and non-performers are most welcome.
Patrick Moores

the Crown & Cushion with nearly 60 people attending. New
President George Clary proposed the loyal toast together
with his good wishes to all members, John Grantham gave a
humourous toast to the ladies and Nicholas Child gave a well
worded toast to the Probus Club. A very successful event.
Further events and visits will continue throughout the
anniversary year, including a visit to Bletchley Park, nearby
Bourton House Gardens and also a concert with well known
guitarist Craig Ogden.
We welcome visitors so please visit our website
www.chippingnortonprobus.com – for more information or
contact our secretary, Geoff Norris on 676997.
Martin Williams

Flower Club’s workshop for beginners
As we look forward to spring
and Easter we were thrilled
at our March meeting when
Elaine from Long Compton
Flowers, demonstrated a
variety of floral designs for
Easter and told us about her
floristry training. May’s Tessa’s entry was the winner of
meeting will be a return visit
this month’s members’
with Louise from Foscote
competition
Wreaths on the 25th. We are also planning a beginners’
workshop on Saturday 20 May in Chipping Norton Methodist
hall, places will be limited and must be booked in advance. For
more info contact Ann 01608 683289 or Kaye 01993 831146
Elaine Parsons

CN Rotary round up
Chipping Norton Town Festival will be on Sunday 25 June
starting at 11am – a great day out with live music, lots of stalls,
food outlets and a small fun fair for the kids. The acts are just
about booked up, but if you want to get in the act, or book a
place for a stall, or would like to donate Tombola or Raffle
prizes
please
contact
martjar@hotmail.com
or
chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com.
Our first Swim-A-Fun on 1 April was run in partnership
with Chipping Norton Leisure Centre. Eight teams swam for
an hour with half their sponsorship money going to a
favourite charity and half going to Rotary charities (this year:
the Lawrence Home Nursing Team and Rotary’s End Polo
Now programme). Thanks to all the swimmers who took
part – we aim to do the same thing next year.

Amnesty’s Book Sale in May

The new-style Race Night, held in mid March, was a great
success, with wooden horses being moved by reeling string
onto pieces of broom handle by volunteer ‘jockeys’! A great
time was had by all and the evening raised more than £1360.
The charities supported were Chippy Shuttle Bus, the Rotary
End Polio Now programme and Rotary charities.
Simon Hamilton

This month Chipping Norton Amnesty group are supporting
two local events. From 10 to 20 May Chipping Norton
Theatre is putting on a production of The Island set on
Robben Island where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. In
1964 Amnesty International adopted him as a Prisoner of
Conscience and over the years campaigned for him and
others subjected to unfair trials and torture by the South
African apartheid regime. Group members will be in the bar
and Theatre Gallery, promoting the work of Amnesty
International and inviting audience members to sign a petition
regarding a current Prisoner of Conscience.
On 20 May, during Artweeks, we will be having a Book
Sale, from 2 to 4pm in the Lower Town Hall. We encourage
everyone, and especially book lovers, to visit the Town Hall for
a double helping: browse and choose from the large selection
of books that have been donated to us and then, upstairs,
enjoy the Oxfordshire Craft Guild's exhibition. Teas will be
available. Next meeting: 7.30 Thursday 11 May Lower Town

New British Legion website
A new website called the Fallen of the Villages of North and
West Oxfordshire has been created, sponsored by the
Chipping Norton Branch of the Royal British Legion. The site
remembers those who gave their lives in both World Wars
from villages in the Chipping Norton area and through into
villages west of Banbury. Where information is available it tells
the stories of their lives before the war, their service and
where and how they died. It also contains the stories of some
of those who served and survived the war and of the many
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Wednesday morning. New members are very welcome – to
get fit and enjoy good company while caring for the local
environment. There are jobs for all ages and abilities, there’s
no joining fee and lifts may be available. Everyone is welcome!
For details visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org or
email me jennyharrington@btinternet.com.
Jenny Harrington 643269

Hall. All welcome, no charge. Please contact Barbara Walters
0n 643750 for further information about our activities.
Kaye Freeman

CNYC –- Man is not Lost
In March we
welcomed back
Cunliffe,
Tom
renowned author,
teacher
and
yachtmaster instructor. Tom has a
special interest in
traditional boats
and skills. Not
long ago navigation at sea was imprecise – and required us to
use sextants, timepieces, compasses, leads and logs with
common sense and skill. We may have only known where we
were to within a quarter of a mile but that was fine. Now with
GPS and chart plotters we think we know where we are to
within a few feet, and that we need to know this. Tom
colourfully explained some serious traps to fall into (and reefs
to hit!) with injudicious use of modern kit and electronic
charts; and the fact that one is now just pressing buttons and
not working things out for oneself is, he ventured, diminishing
to the spirit.A wonderfully focussed and entertaining talk, from
which even the older salts amongst us had something to learn.
If you’re interested in boats and the sea, sailing on reservoirs
or cruising canals, then why not join us? Visit cnyc.co.uk for
details of membership, for details of our next talk, and to book.
Roger Backhaus

WOWI see The Girls

West Oxfordshire WI had an exciting trip to the West End to
see Gary Barlow's musical, The Girls. We started with a tour
of The Phoenix Theatre, and then in true WI fashion, enjoyed
a cup of tea and some cake. We went off and found some

lunch and met up for the magnificent matinee at which we
laughed and cried in equal measure. Thanks to Pulhams
coaches who dropped us and picked us up outside the
theatre. We held our AGM in March. After the Treasurer and
Secretary’s reports, the President gave a vote of thanks to the
hard working committee and the supportive members. A
President and new committee was elected and some
members signed up for sub-groups such as the walking group
and a knitting, sewing & crochet group. The evening finished
with a table laden with cheese, wine, tea and cake. We usually
meet every third Monday of the month. We’re off to the
Museum and The Fox in April then the speaker at our May
meeting at 7.30pm in St Mary's Parish Rooms, is Michael
Lynes of the Jewellery shop in the Woolgate Centre in Witney.
Come and join us! For details contact Hilary Dix on 646228

Lions Club update
First the Club would like to thank all who attended or in any
way contributed to our enjoyable Easter Bingo or who
bought a number in our Easter Egg raffles. The monies raised
will be used in our charitable works, directed mainly at local
needs. In the last month for example we have: provided an MS
sufferer with a mobility scooter to facilitate their shopping
trips; sponsored Danny Phillips who ran the London
Marathon to raise funds for the Lawrence Home Nursing
Team; given financial assistance to a Chipping Norton
youngster selected to play for GB at the roller skating Hockey
World and Olympic championships in California in July; and
last but not least installed a new bench in Chipping Norton
Cemetery to commemorate our 30th birthday and the
Centenary of Lions Clubs International. If you want to find
out more or would like to help in our work contact any Lion
or visit our website (www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk)
John Roxby

Railway Club off to Somerset
Excellent turnout for the April meeting, Frank Banfield’s
‘Heritage Transport films’ with over 50 members and visitors.
In the first half we were treated to a 1928 film of what
happens to an LMS engine, overnight in the shed. Also some
very rare footage of famous engines such as the Flying
Scotsman, The Cornish Riviera and The Brighton Belle. After
the interval, a delightful film of Welsh railways, narrated by
Donald Houston plus a ‘speeded-up’ clip of the first HST run
and an interesting old film of the Glasgow Metro.
Wonderful ‘April Fool’ joke in the April News with a great
picture of our Chairman’s beloved tunnel which had a few
readers scratching their heads! Thank you to the News Team.
The Oxfam Bookshop has been given a collection of 400
to 600 Railway books which includes some rare titles.
Business has been quite brisk I’m told!
On 2 May the Cyril Parsons, will talk about ‘The Post
Office Railway’. We look forward to our outing, the West
Somerset Railway in Minehead on 14 May. An added bonus
will be the seaside, plus the sunshine which always blesses our
outings! At the time of writing we do have a full coach.
The lighter nights are now here, so do join us on the first

Green Gym at two Health Centres!
We now go regularly to the Chippy Health Centre to
maintain the bumble-bee bed – just as you turn right towards
the Centre – and to continue with the ‘healthy eating’ beds
at the far end of the site. This month we have planted fruit
bushes in the raised beds there. We have also helped with
preparation for a similar project at the Hook Norton surgery
under the Incredible Edible scheme (what a marvellous
name!). Also on the edge of Chippy we have continued work
at the William Fowler wood and have trimmed a public path
through Glyme Farm. Chippy Green Gym meets every
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best, but the behaviour we have come to expect from the
Westminster Elite they have scurried back to!
With only a few days to go to the OCC Elections, I urge
everyone to vote. I hear many people having a moan about the
Council, but they do not vote. If you think about it, if you do
not exercise your right to vote, you have lost the moral right
to have a go if the Council does not work as you would wish.
This may be the last time we elect our County Council in its
current form, if the proposed reforms go through,WODC will
disappear, our Town Council will have greater powers, and the
overall numbers of our representatives will fall. As ever,
I can be reached at UKIP.ChippingNorton@GMail.com
Jim Stanley

Tuesday of the month; for an evening of Preserved Steam and
just occasionally, Diesel travel. Meetings, in the Town Hall,
begin at 7.30pm. You will meet new friends and enjoy a free
cup of tea or coffee and biscuits in the interval.
Estelle Brain 641586

Stargazers step into the sunlight

April Blooms at CNWI
Members of Chipping Norton Women’s Institute were
greeted by a colourful display at their meeting on 12 April, as
Elaine Parsons showed us how to make lovely arrangements
from a variety of flowers. Along with practical tips and helpful
guidance Elaine’s excellent demonstration was a real taste of
spring, and the resulting attractive creations were then won
by several lucky recipients. At our next gathering on 10 May
discussion of the two important resolutions to be put to the
National AGM will take place followed by an instant auction
for fun and for funds. New members and visitors are welcome
to join us in the Lower Town Hall at 7pm.
Prudence Chard 642903
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The weather was exceptionally kind to Chipping Norton
Amateur Astronomers from early March into April allowing
us to achieve a 100% success rate for our BBC Stargazing
Live events culminating in a fantastic town centre daytime
/evening event on 8 April (pictured). We now transit into
summer mode with clear skies and warm weekends allowing
serious solar observing sessions with the occasional very late
soiree out under the summer constellations, just to keep an
eye on the rest of the Universe. On 1 May we are at The Old
Prison, Northleach as part of their Bank Holiday Sheep &
Wool Day. As a slight diversion from pure astronomy, we
welcome Polar explorer Tom Avery as our guest speaker on
Monday 15 May in the Methodist Hall who will talk about his
exploits using the stars for navigation across the icy wastes, a
fascinating evening in prospect – all are welcome 7.30 for an
8pm start. CNAAG is a highly active, astronomical society for
all – no experience, equipment or specialised knowledge
required. Just bring along your enthusiasm, the stars will do
the rest – but always wrap up warm, just in case.
Robin Smitten

Chippy Labour Party
Two years ago Neil Kinnock came to a meeting of our Supper
Club. In April it was the turn of his son, Stephen Kinnock MP.
Not surprisingly, being married to the former Prime Minister
of Denmark, he had strong views on the referendum and the
direction the Government is taking over BREXIT.
Most of our time has been spent campaigning as the
County Council elections this month approached. Our focus
has been on the declining state of the NHS locally and we
have received support for that campaign from all sides of the
political debate.
We will meet at 7.45 on the second Thursday of May at
The Chequers, where we will celebrate or drown our
sorrows. Non-members are welcome. For more information
on our activities contact me, David Heyes, at
davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary Bluebell Walk
Join this annual charity walk on Sunday 7 May organised by
Burford & Kingham Rotary. The 8-mile route starts at 9am
from Charlbury Station and takes 3 hours (or there’s a 3-mile
alternative) through the beautiful bluebell woods in the
Wychwood Forest and Cornbury Park. Get sponsorship for
your favourite charity and also support Rotary Charities.
Individuals wanting to walk without sponsors are welcome.
For further info please contact terry.a.best@btinternet.com

U3A explore guitars & Beetles
The April meeting welcomed Chippy local Paul Fischer who
shared his experiences as a world-renowned guitar-maker. It
was a fascinating insight into the variety of instruments
through the ages and the complexities of making them. We
learned about the materials used and his innovative use of
nomex (more commonly found in aircraft building) for
strength/lightness in making soundboards. Next month's talk
on 3 May at 2.30pm will be The Story of the Volkswagen
Beetle given by Bob McFarlane. For details about membership,
visit www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton or call 646578.
Martin Davies

UKIP Corner
Life is certainly not dull in UKIP! As Winston Churchill said,
‘Anyone can rat, but it takes a certain ingenuity to rerat!’
Unfortunately the recent defectors from UKIP are not of a
similar stature as WSC, as the statements made by Mssrs
Carswell and Reckless make it clear they only came to my
Party on opportunistic grounds, and despite their fine words
about referring to their electorate when they joined us, they
are refusing to do the same on leaving, double standards at

Horticultural bonsai bonanza
The last meeting of the winter season for the Chipping
Norton Horticultural Association in April saw an interesting
and enlightening presentation and demonstration on Bonsai –
26

CLUB NEWS
a Living Art by Tony Andrews from Kidlington. Tony arrived
with a car boot full of lovely Bonsai trees – just part his
collection of over a 100, which he keeps in his back garden.
He held our attention while he explained the time and
attention these little trees need – from seed or cuttings until
maturity at 50+ years. The evening was enjoyed by all.
Four day trips have been arranged for this summer –
details on our website cnha.uk or from the secretary Eileen
Forse 643275. We are again holding a plant stall at the Town
Festival on Sunday 25 June. Please support with any spare
plants or purchasing on the day at reasonable prices. The next
indoor meeting will be held in October.

until we reached Kiddington which is yet another beautifully
kept estate with bulbs lining the drive and a lake with swans
and ducks. One of my favourite walks! Do come and join us!
We meet on the first Sunday of the month in the New Street
car park at 2pm, get into 2 or 3 cars and make for the start
of the walk – a different one each month! We go at a leisurely
pace for a couple of hours and new members are very
welcome. Enquiries to Heather Leonard (email:
rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk / tel: 643691 or alternatively
you can email me: jennyharrington@btinternet.com.
Jenny Harrington

History Society hears of local customs

Air Cadets take flight

At its April meeting The History Society heard an informative talk
by Julie Thorne about rural Oxfordshire and traditional customs
before the coming of the railways. The talk was based on two
books written 150 years ago. The Scouring of the Vale by Thomas
Hughes (author of Tom Brown’s Schooldays) and Memories of the
Vale by Revd Lewin G Maine looked back nostalgically to the loss
of ancient traditions and the rural life-style. Do come and join
us on Monday 8 May to hear Alastair Lack tell us about
Oxfordshire Country Houses – 7.30pm in the Methodist
Church Hall. This will be our last talk of the season, before
our new programme commences in September.
Rob Brown

A busy couple of
months. Various
courses in mid
March improved
Cadets’ skills in
leadership. Staff
attended a Duke
of
Edinburgh
expedition supervisor course and
improved their
understanding of
the Air Cadet
organisation. Later in March, cadets went Target Shooting at
RAF Benson. In early April, some cadets took part in the
weekend field craft exercise at Piddington near Bicester,
whilst others enjoyed a visit to Wellesbourne airfield. During
the Easter half term, four cadets and a staff member visited
RAF Croughton, and enjoyed a variety of demonstrations
from the Police, Fire, Security and honour guard units. One of
our cadets attended a week’s camp with the corps National
Marching Band, where she played in front of some RAF
graduation personnel. At the end of April, the squadron
participated in the annual Wing inter athletics competition
and four cadets also took flight in a Grob Tutor at RAF
Benson.
Are you aged 12 (and in year 8 at school) to 17? Why not
join Air Cadets? There’s no waiting list and we offer a chance
to meet new people, make new friends and HAVE FUN.We're
recruiting now. We’re also looking for new staff and civilian
committee members, no prior experience needed. To find out
more visit www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org
Cath Newport

Scouting update
Riverside Beavers This
term Beavers have been
learning to work as a team
for their Teamwork Challenge
badge. We have also been
taking photographs around
town to learn about
photography. After all that
hard work, we had chips –
the Beavers’ favourite! We
were proud to watch one of
the Beavers, Izzy, get the
Chief Scout’s Bronze award –
the highest badge a Beaver
can earn. We had an Easter
egg hunt and an egg and
spoon race at the end of
term and all the Beavers went
home with an Easter egg.
Cubs have been busy making fragranced soaps for Mother’s
Day. The lighter evenings have encouraged us to go to the
park and have a scavenger hunt around town. This was in the
form of a quiz, to find the answers the Cubs had to look
carefully in shop windows and on the fronts of buildings.
Congratulations to our supersonic Cub swimmers – Dylan,
Toby, Finn, Turner and Stan. They swam 90 lengths in the
Rotary sponsored swim at the beginning of April to help raise
money for the Scout Hut and Rotary charities.
Scouts have had a quiet month, mainly doing the Skills
Challenge badge.They have learnt how to polish shoes, change
a light bulb and sew! They have also been problem solving.The
group is looking forward to the Oxonjam camp and the
County Awards day at Youlbury.
Explorers Zoe Lydiatt, Cerys Ashworth and Jill Elliot our
leader walked 22 miles along the Oxford canal in March to

Wychwoods Investment Club recruits
The 2-year-old club is seeking two or three new members –
ideally people who regularly trade in shares. Members,
including some from Chipping Norton, meet monthly over
dinner at the Swan Inn in Ascott u Wychwood. For more
details call Paul Jackson 01993 831967.

Chippy Ramblers enjoy spring flowers
On a glorious spring day we met by the Glympton almshouses
– very handsome but surely one of the last to be built, only a
century ago – and then went into Glympton Park which is
always very spruce and looked lovely with daffodils on a big
grassy bank. Looking down into the Glyme Valley we saw lots
of sheep but as yet no lambs. Through a copse and over fields
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NOOG’s outdoor visits

raise funds for our new Scout Hut. They arrived tired but
triumphant at Horley scout camp. After a great presentation
by Adela Thomas about the history of motoring we are off to
Gaydon motor museum for the day shortly.Thanks very much
too to Peta and Richard Simmons for a very interesting
evening about sound effects..

David
Blake’s
absorbing account of
the
creation
of
Organic
Worton
Garden last month
rounded
off
our
indoor meetings. From
May we explore other
venues, starting with
Kingham Lodge on
Wednesday 3 May. This five-acre landscaped garden, known as
a backdrop to sculptural exhibits during Artweeks, has plenty
of interest to everyone and should be looking impressive at
this time of year. On Wednesday 7 June, we head off to Tackley
to visit Old Whitehall Barn. Paul and Gill Withers started
developing their one-acre garden 15 years ago and have
transformed this former farmyard so that its features now
include colour-themed borders and a productive vegetable
garden. A £4 charge includes refreshments. Do join us. Our
meetings start at 7pm and shared transport is available. For
enquiries about North Oxfordshire Organic Gardeners
please contact tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710,
www.noog.org.uk.

MS Society urges you to volunteer!
In these days of uncertainty, life is not getting easier for those
with MS or indeed any disability. The reduction in County
Council funding has hit them hard, GPs and other front line
services are under pressure and benefits are becoming more
difficult to obtain for those who clearly need help to maintain
the quality of life that we all aspire to. So we need good quality
well-funded voluntary organisations like the MS Society with
committed volunteers.
Please consider joining any such organisation as a
volunteer – whatever time you can give would be so helpful.
We need to support our communities and provide evidence
back to those who govern us at all levels of the inadequacies
of their decisions and of course, we need to raise funds.
The West Oxfordshire Group of the MS Society
organises local street collections – in Kidlington on 30 May
and in Chipping Norton on Saturday 17 June. Contact me if
you can help for just an hour, or on the day look out for the
collectors and give as generously as you can. Stop and talk to
the collector about MS and being a volunteer. Every help
given, every pound raised is valued and provides support to
those affected by MS in this District. My contact details are;
tel 645988 or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk
Peter Branson

Knit & Natter
We meet from 9.30 to 11.30am at the Methodist Church’s
regular Wednesday coffee mornings, where we knit for
various charities. New knitters are always welcome and any
donations of wool would be gratefully received.
Elaine Parsons
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Chipping Norton School

(Harry Casson and Seth Mazower) in 3rd place, Hieronymous
Yellow (Kirsty Pearson and Phoebe Wilkinson) in 2nd place,
and Gray Keys (Grainne Ní Cheallachaín, Louise Williams and
Kerrie-Jo O'Flynn) in 1st place. The girls will be performing on
Saturday morning on the Riverside Stage at Cornbury Festival.

Sports News:
Our Year 10
boys returned
to take their
place in the
Sibford 7-a-side
comRugby
petition. After
winning
the
Vase
competition for the
last 2 years
they came into
the
tournament confident of going one better and winning the overall
cup competition. Being drawn in a group with the hosts,
Prince Henry's and Chenderit, they won 2 and lost 1 match
and qualified for the knockout rounds as best runner up.
Facing Royal Latin in the semi-final the scores were level at 14
points each at the end of normal time. This meant a period of
extra time with the first team to score, winning. Fortunately
CNS scored first through Michael Evans which meant a final
against Chenderit – whom we lost to in the group stages.
Another very tense and tight game was looking like heading
for a draw before CNS mustered one last effort to go over
for the score (21-14) that would win them the game to the
elation of the coach Mr Newton, the players and their parents.
Becoming the first CNS team ever to win the cup
competition is a truly outstanding achievement.

Oxford Trade
School: A group
of
Year
8
students were
invited to learn
new
practical
skills
with
Richard
from
Wain & Francis,
a Witney based
building firm and
electricians from
Clarkson Evans, Oxford, who are an award winning electrical
apprenticeship provider. The students really enjoyed the
practical experience of building a wall and wiring electrical
circuits. They also learned how to calculate the materials they
would need as a follow up to the practical session.
Skills for independent living: As part of our Year 13
Tutorial programme,
students
were
offered the chance to
learn some basic DIY
and Car Maintenance
Skills from the person
at school that we all
turn to for advice on
these matters – John
McCormick!
John
very kindly spent two lessons teaching the basics to those
students who realise that independent living is getting ever
closer. Skills covered included; wiring a plug, changing a washer,
checking oil, water and tyre pressures on your car and even
how to attempt to change a wheel!

Battle of the Bands:
Battle of the Bands this
year was just that little
bit more special: the
final chance to win the
opportunity to play at
the last ever Cornbury
Festival.
And the
competition was more
fiercely fought for that
reason. The bands represented nearly all year groups, with
music ranging from Meghan Trainor to Nirvana, Panic at the
Disco to Two Door Cinema Club, with everything in between.
Our BTEC Performing Arts students did a brilliant job
running the show. The final results were Sweet and Sour

NPS News: Over
240 pupils from St
Mary’s, Charlbury,
Kingham
and
Middle
Barton
Primary Schools
came to the Sports
Hall at Chipping
Norton School to
take
part
in
Schoolympics; an
event run by our
Year 12 Sports Leaders. Schoolympics is based upon the
Olympic Festival, with the children split into eight countries.
Each group is led by a Sports Leader and the teams try out a
variety of fun sporting activities – a highlight is the relay with
tunnels, high-steppers, hurdles and backboards. The Year 12
Leaders put so much work and preparation into this event,
and it is often the first time they have really put their
leadership skills into use. The winning country was Portugal
which had children from Kingham, Charlbury and St Mary’s
Schools and the children all went home with a medal and a
cup to display proudly at their own schools.
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Holy Trinity Primary

Year 1 Bedtime story: As
part of their Teddy Topic,
Year 1 had a Bedtime Story
Hour in school. The children
were invited back to school
at 6pm in their pyjamas,
slippers and with a favourite
book, cuddled up with their
teddies and listened to a
bedtime story read by the
Year One staff, and then
shared with their parents.
There was a soothing cup of
hot chocolate to enjoy and a
calming atmosphere. It was
an informal opportunity for parents to share a story or two
and explore the classroom space with their children.

Multi-Faith Week:
Year 3 & 4 children
visited the Gurdwara
Temple in Southall,
which is the largest
temple outside India.
They had a tour of the
temple, were taught
about Sikhism, followed
by a traditional meal of Years 1 & 2 visited Christ Church
Sikh food in the Langar.
Years 5 & 6 learned about Buddhism and a Buddhist
visitor called Srivati came into school for the day. She taught
the children about the daily life of a practising Buddhist. They
took part in some mindfulness activities. ‘It was a calming
experience; I’m looking forward to doing some meditation at
home because of this visit.’ Freddie Y5.
Years 1 & 2 visited Christ Church in Oxford. The children
were fascinated by the links to Alice in Wonderland and Harry
Potter. They had a tour of the Quad and the Hall, which was
the inspiration for the dining hall in the Harry Potter movies.
They had a talk about the history of the Cathedral, and then
acted out the story of St Frideswide.They enjoyed dressing up
as pilgrims and exploring the details of the building.

Schoolympics Years 2 & 3 took part in the Schoolympics
event organised by the Chipping Norton School Leaders, who
were outstanding, as usual.
West Oxfordshire Gymnastics: Our Key Stage 1 Gym
Club went to Carterton for the West Oxfordshire
Gymnastics Competition. They did amazingly well. Well done
to everybody who took part.
Reception Class &
Year 2 down on the
Farm: The children had
an amazing morning
watching the lambing at
Whitehouse Farm in
Middle Barton.
The
farmer showed them
how baby lambs are
tagged and numbered.

Easter Production – Resurrection
Rock Years 3 & 4 told the story of
Holy Week through drama and song in
an accomplished performance of
Resurrection Rock.

Resurrection
Rock was the
story of Holy
Week which
was told
through
drama & song
by Years 3&4

CAFOD: We would like to thank the PTA for donating so
many Easter eggs for our annual Easter Egg Raffle, which
meant we could send all the donations received from the
raffle to CAFOD.
Good luck to two members of staff – Mrs Medler is running
in the London Marathon and Mrs Hills is kayaking from
Devizes to London. What an inspiration they are to us.

NSPCC ‘Speak Out Stay Safe’: The NSPCC held
assemblies for the KS1 and KS2 children to ‘stay safe’ on the
internet. In the afternoon they held workshops for Years 5 and
6 about safety online. They also held an online safety
workshop for parents and carers to understand their child’s
online world and build confidence to have those important
conversations that can help keep children safe online.

Dyakowski Gafford
Solicitors
We offer an efficient, friendly & personal
service in conveyancing of residential &
business premises
* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *
free
storage of wills & other documents *
*

WOW Day: Years 3 and 4 had a fantastic day in London,
visiting the Science Museum in the morning, followed by an
enriching performance of the Classical Spectacular at the
Royal Albert Hall.
Year 1 Dance Festival: Our Year 1 children attended the
Partnership Dance Festival at Chipping Norton Leisure
Centre. They joined other Year 1 classes from the Partnership
and learnt four dance routines, led by the Sports Leaders of
Chipping Norton School. Their dances were based on the
book, Commotion in the Ocean and the movements were all
fish and under water orientated.

HOME VISITS NO PROBLEM
2 New Street Chipping Norton OX7 5LJ
Tel: (01608) 643051 Fax: (01608) 641019
Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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St Mary’s Primary

The Chipping Norton Junior Orchestra: The school
Council have kindly purchased T shirts for all the players –
they are purple with the yellow logo of CNJO. We proudly
wore them for the first time when we participated in the
Chipping Norton Music Festival when we played the theme
from Star Wars. We were proud to achieve a 'distinction’
including comments on the ‘impressive wind parts’ and
‘noticeably well controlled intonation’. This orchestra is run
by the Music Service and meets at St Mary's school every
Tuesday after school and is open to any children from local
schools who are having lessons on an instrument. If you would
like more information please email Jess Gray from the music
service. Jessica.Gray@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Netball: Seven children from Year 6 went to Woodgreen
School in Witney and played netball against five other schools

Foundation have been making
the most of the beginning of
spring by taking our learning
outside.We have been busy in the
mud kitchen, writing recipes for
chocolate cakes, drawing the
blossom on our pear tree,
counting sticks and making cars
and obstacle courses using the
wooden bricks. We are really
looking forward to a summer of
outdoor learning!

in the next round of the tournament. We came second
overall and are now through to the County Finals in Abingdon.
We won three games, lost one and drew one. We all played
brilliantly as a team and received our reward. The team is
looking forward to playing in the County Finals! Everyone put
in 100% effort into all of our games. We are confident that
we will do well and Ms Smales and Ms Hollander have done a
great job in coaching us. By Emily Chambers and Edward Burman
Red Nose Day: Jessica Cunningham & Shanay Clarke report:

Year 5/6 Viking Day: Arthur Webb & Oliver Kennedy report:
On 30 March we came dressed as Vikings. We did several

Friday 24 March was Red Nose Day and all the children dressed
up in red and made people laugh with funny jokes! There was
one adult who came dressed up as a pupil and one child even
wore a nappy on his head! After school the School Council ran
a bake sale. Max Keenan said, ‘The cakes were delicious!’

activities including writing out names in Viking runes and
wrote a message to our partner. We used our shields that we
made in our Art & DT lessons to form a pretend battle. We
were put into tribes and pretended we were in a long boat
sailing to the village. We then made models of the Viking long
boats. Later we baked bread and cooked a stew outside on
an open fire. After this we had a Viking feast in the hall.

Chipping Norton Pharmacy
01608 648002
chippingnortonpharmacy@nhs.net
www.chippingnortonpharmacy.co.uk

Year 5 Singing Festival: Mim Rafiq and Layla Majid report:
We took part in the annual Music Festival and enjoyed the
experience. We learnt lots of new songs. We really like the
songs ‘Count on me’ because of the tune and ‘A whole new
world’ because the boys and girls sang separately. Our parents
were able to see us perform and our teachers said we did
well. It was a lot a fun!

The Chipping Norton Health centre will be changing
to electronic prescribing soon.
This means you can now opt to have your
prescription electronically sent to us at the touch of
a button so we will receive it in minutes directly
from your GP
All you need to do is pop in or complete the form on
our website and return it to us and we will set this
free service up for you.
We can also provide you with a delivery service, new
medicines advice and medicines usage review
services, all free of charge.

St Mary’s C of E (A) Primary School

Annual Walk to School Day
Wednesday 17 May
Meet @ New Street Car Park at 7.45am
This year’s theme is ‘Shoes that make us smile’
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SCHOOL NEWS
Middle Barton Primary

Kingham Primary

Our school is growing and thriving! As such, we are delighted
to announce that from September we are increasing from five
classes to six and will therefore appoint a new member of
staff to join us in September. We have had a lovely end to our

At the end of March, each class baked, decorated and sold
cupcakes in aid of Comic Relief, raising £420.
Our reception class washed staff cars as part of their
transport topic. Furthering their understanding of British
values, they took a democratic vote, deciding to donate their
profits to the Blue Cross Charity.
Sporting success includes years 2 and 3 returning from
the CNPS event ‘Schoolympics’ with a well-deserved trophy.
From hurdle relay races to the farthest javelin throw, the
carousel of activities was enjoyed by all and we witnessed a
competitive spirit and great teamwork.
After 3 weeks of
practice,
new
leotards, and a
team of hairdressers, our 15strong team of
gymnasts vaulted
to Carterton to
take part in the
West Oxfordshire
Competition. This
was only the 2nd
time the school has competed in the event. Out of our three
teams special congratulations go to the year 1/2 team who
not only collected all of the individual medals, but also won
the Key Steps competition, bringing home another trophy for
the school.
Finally, Freddie in year 1, won a brand-new bike after
submitting his amazing poster as part of a Road Safety
Competition. What a month of success for the School!

spring term with an Easter/Spring assembly where each class
contributed (pictured). This included poetry, prayers, songs,
role-play and art work. The choir sang too and Reverend
Arthur gave a blessing. We also had an Easter egg hunt on the
last day of term, organised by FOMBS (Friends of Middle
Barton School), our fundraising team. The family bike ride on
Sunday 2 April was well attended with over 60 people on
bikes and it was impressive to see how far some of our
children cycled, all to raise money for our eco site. Work
began for this project at the start of the Easter holidays. This
is a huge site which is being developed in our school grounds
to encompass an eco and Forest School area, ponds,
treehouses and much more – watch this space for more
details!

K J Millard Ltd
Skip
with
us

The Town Nursery
The Town Nursery has a huge
outside garden which all the
children use every day. The
recent spell of good weather
encouraged us to start
preparing the vegetable and
fruit plots ready for planting
up when it gets a little warmer.
The children take a great
delight in digging for worms.
Some of the youngest children
helped carry the old raspberry
canes to the compost heap
and push tiny bulbs into the flower bed. A nursery parent,
Benedict Vanheem, gave up his time to spend a very successful
morning planting seeds with the children. A great deal of
excitement was had when they discovered green shoots
appearing in what had previously been bare compost. The
seedlings will later be transplanted into the vegetable beds.
The younger children have been lucky to work with local
artist Sarah Grinsted who has recently joined the nursery.
Together they have produced a colourful display on the theme
of Spring. They particularly enjoyed standing on their chairs to
paint, which enabled them to get to parts of the display which
would normally have been out of their reach. They then used
a combination of brushes, rollers and sponges to make the
background for their display.

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling.
Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.
Trust us to take care of your rubbish
Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Sibford School

new planet, Marshmallow Moon. Nine-year-old Samba said:
‘It’s an amazing opportunity to create an actual book and to
see it in print.’ Junior School Head, Edward Rossiter added,
‘We hope that as many parents as possible will buy copies of
the book. We will also be giving it pride of place in our school
library.’

Sibford pupils publish story book Junior pupils at Sibford
School near Banbury have entered the world of publishing
with the launch of their very own story book. Mission to
Marshmallow Moon has been written and illustrated by the
children, with a little help from author Lee Sterry who visited

Kingham Hill School
Pupils go the distance to help Guatemalan families
Every year during Lent term, the School supports a different
charity - this year the pupil-led charity team chose to support
TeamHelps, a charity working to improve the lives of people
living in Guatemala by building homes and providing access to
education and medical care.
The pupils held
a non-uniform day
and cake sales as
well
as
a
Guatemalan street
food evening and
overnight triathlon
with the aim of
raising £3,000 to
build two new
houses. The street
party included a
brilliant talk from
Nanci Austin from
TeamHelps which
described
the
charity’s amazing work. Swimmers, runners and cyclists all
took part in the triathlon. Well done to Ross in Year 13, who
masterminded triathlon details and commentary.
Due to the efforts of everyone involved, the target was
smashed and the final amount raised was an amazing £5370!
This means the School has now raised enough for three
houses to be built with running water and properly ventilated
stoves.
Sincere thanks to all of the parents, staff and pupils
(particularly the charity team and Year 13 Business Studies
class) who supported and donated – this wonderful
achievement would not have been possible without
their help.

Lee Sterry is pictured with children from Sibford Junior School
the school to conduct two writing workshops. ‘The central
topic was “teamwork” coupled with space, which tied in with
the creative curriculum running in the school,’ explained Lee.
‘All the children, from the three-year-olds through to the 11year-olds participated. They were involved in discussion
groups, character building, story development and the design
of more than 200 pieces of artwork which were used to
create the illustrations. They have done some fantastic work
and should be very proud.’ The story tells the tale of the
planet JibbyJobby which is under threat from a huge asteroid.
Only by working together can the JibbyJobians escape to a
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LETTERS
‘Brutal act’ on badgers

New road scheme for Chippy

My walk in the countryside on 3 April was completely ruined
when I discovered that the long-established badger sett on
the Salt Way between Chapel House and London Road had
been destroyed. The site seems to have been bulldozed. In
March, the sett
was intact and
showed clear
evidence
of
use. We are all
aware of the
TB-related
badger
culls
that had been
going on in other parts of the country, but as far as I know,
our area has not been given the go-ahead for a cull. Badgers
are protected by law, which makes this brutal act a criminal
offence. There can be no doubt that badgers and their cubs
have died a slow agonising death immured in their own
burrows. I hope those responsible will be brought to justice
and serve as a deterrent to anyone else contemplating similar
outrages against our precious wildlife.
Name and address supplied

I may not be the first to point out the flaw in the ingenious solution
to Chippy’s traffic problems as reported in the Chipping Norton
News of April 1st, which is that it would obviously cause a massive
build-up of polluting diesel fumes in the tunnel, making it
unattractive to healthy-living lorry drivers and possibly discouraging
them from using it. Clearly the answer would be to pipe the fumes
away from the tunnel and allow them to exit via the chimney of the
former Bliss Mill (conveniently situated not far away.) That would be
nicely in keeping with Chipping Norton’s heritage as William Bliss
not only built the mill and its chimney, but was also largely
responsible for bringing the railway and its tunnel to Chippy. Farsighted man that he was, could he have foreseen this future need?
David Eddershaw
(Author of Chipping Norton: The Story of a Market Town)
(BBC Radio Oxford also contacted the News asking if the April
edition article was true – Ed)

Good bus service and information
One morning recently I was a passenger on the shuttle bus,
when the driver took someone back to Southerndown to
pick up something he (the passenger) had left behind, before
continuing on the regular route. You don't get that kind of
help on commercial bus services as far as I'm aware.
On a different, but related topic, whilst I'm sure most
people know by now that this service is run five days a week,
eight times in each direction, is there any reason why the V3
timetable cannot be displayed at various bus stops along the
route, such as Churchill Road, West Street, New Street, Over
Norton Road, the Co-op, the Health Centre, the Hospital, and

Thefts – what police action?
What action are Thames Valley Police taking over the
continued robberies from sheds, garages and outbuildings?
How many break-ins have there been since Autumn 2016 in
Chipping Norton and nearby? How many people have
appeared in court in relation to this crime wave? The feeling I
get from speaking to other residents is that the police are
letting us down. The TVP policy seems to be concentrating on
more ‘fashionable’ crime, such as domestic abuse and hate
crime, rather than looking after all its responsibilities. Perhaps
people in rural areas such as Chippy need to make more
noise. I can imagine if the leafy areas of North Oxford had
experienced the level of break-ins that we in Chippy and its
surrounding villages have experienced since late 2016, then
TVP would be a little more proactive in trying to apprehend
the offenders. I appreciate that TVP have major budget
constraints but the level of visible policing in Chipping Norton
district is simply not at the level that is needed, expected or,
indeed, what we pay for.
Chippy resident – Name and address supplied

Happy customer – seeing clearly now!
Regarding our new opticians at Chipping Norton Health
Centre (April News), I cannot speak highly enough of Chris &
Kimberley Gascoigne, the husband and wife team who have
set up their own practice. The eye test was the best I have
ever had. It was efficiently conducted in a happy and friendly
manner, and they listened to the problems I was having with
my glasses and eyes. Although I have had regular eye tests over
the last four years, the glasses prescribed by my old optician
in Oxford did not give me the vision I expected or needed.
Chris detected the problem immediately. I can now wear my
new glasses with confidence and can now see properly and
clearly. I would highly recommend Chris & Kimberley to
anyone, especially those who have problems and don’t feel
they have been listened to. From a very happy customer, I wish
you both the very best. Thank you Chris & Kimberley
Frances Payne
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Aldi? Obviously this would involve some extra costs, and maybe
permission would be needed to place timetables at these sites,
but it would perhaps make more people aware of the service.
Michael Goscombe
(See article p6 plus revised Shuttle Bus Timetable – Ed)

graves, they could consider removing the wrappings and
taking them home.
Martin Jarratt – Chairman Cemetery Committee

Jacky Legge
Jacky Legge died on 11 March. She will be sadly missed by all
of her family and friends. Christine, Arthur, Jeanette and
families would like to say thank you for all the support at this
sad time. Thank you to all family and friends who attended
Jacky’s funeral and for the many cards, flowers, messages of
sympathy, and donations received for Katharine House and
Lawrence Home Nursing Team. Special thanks to Chris Sole
for the funeral arrangements, to Reverend David Salter for
the lovely church service, to Linda at the Crown & Cushion
for the wake, and to Pauline Clarke for the flowers.
Jeanette Edwards

Stop parking on pavements!
We all know that in this time of Government cut backs,
money is short. But does that mean that the Police do not
have to report and book lorries, vans and cars for parking
on pavements? Mothers and parents with toddlers have to
walk out into oncoming traffic because they cannot get
their prams or buggies through a tiny space. We also have
people with mobility scooters. Vehicles park opposite
protruding bushes and across dropped kerbing. I fear that
one day a child will be maimed or killed. We, the people of
Chipping Norton need something done – so now I am
taking the challenge on. All those in authority – PLEASE
do something NOW before it’s too late and don’t come
back with negative answers. Only POSITIVE will suffice.
Keith Clandfield

Cemetery clear up help
The weather forecast for our Clear Up Day in March was not
good, but when the stalwart band of helpers arrived, the sun
came out and it was a most pleasant day. We again cut back a
lot of the encroaching brambles and bushes, cleared litter and
have now removed all the ivy covering headstones in the old
section of the cemetery. Thanks again to Peta Simmons for so
generously supplying the refreshments and everyone who
turned up to help. It is an on-going and major job to keep the
cemetery tidy. We are getting an increasing problem with
plastic and cellophane flower wrappings blowing about,
especially after high winds. I know this is a very emotive
subject, but perhaps when people are placing flowers on
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LOCAL NEWS
Inside our Chippy Birth Centre
The Newsteam’s Kaye Freeman & Judy Buckingham had an enjoyable – and informative – visit to Chipping
Norton’s Cotswold Birth Centre which held a fundraising Fete at the beginning of April.
Our maternity unit held a
fundraising fete in March
and we took the chance
to look round while
there – coming away
impressed with the Birth
Centre and dedicated
staff. The fete was really
enjoyable, with delicious
cake, refreshments and
plenty to keep parents
and grandparents of
babies and toddlers
interested. There were
neatly arranged bargain
clothes and toys, handmade teethers that Enjoyable Fete with plenty to
double up as jewellery, a keep everyone interested (top
local
photographer picture) Maternity Support
whose skills with children
Worker Sharon Ling’s tour
were
evident, head included a birthing room with
massage
and
the its own birthing pool (middle)
opportunity to discuss and well-appointed individual
alternative
therapies, rooms with calm lighting and
cheerful decoration (lower
such as acupuncture, with
picture)
qualified practitioners.
One of the five maternity support workers, Sharon Ling,
provided a tour of the very impressive Unit which includes
two individual birth rooms, each with birthing pool, en suite

bathroom and up-to-date birthing aids, calm lighting and, if
wanted, music of the mother’s choice. What a change from
the 26-bed ward in which labour progressed 40 years ago!
The privacy, options and individual care available during the
birthing process were evident. Nine midwives work there
with at least one available at all times. New mothers are
encouraged to call into the Unit for postnatal care, help with
breastfeeding or just a chat with an understanding
professional – knowledge so essential for confidence-building
when learning to be responsible for a
new baby.
The Centre was awarded the
UNICEF Global Baby Friendly Award in

2000, and at
each subsequent
assessment it has received 100% for its outstanding level of
care. Let’s hope it stays part of Chipping Norton for as long
as babies are being born in our area!

DIARY
May

17th

(News out TUESDAY 2 May)
Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p25
2
3rd
North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p28
U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p26
4th
COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTION - see p3
7th
Blossom Day noon-3pm - see p5
Rambling Club 2pm New St Car Park - see p27
8th
History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p27
Folk Club 8pm Artyard Cafe, Enstone - see p24
10th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Christian Aid
CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p26
11th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p24
12th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE
13th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30
The Girl on the Train in Churchill 7.30 details - p23
13-21 ARTWEEKS in N Oxfordshire - see p21
15th West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms see p25
CN Amateur Astronomy Group - 7.30 Methodist
Hall - see p26
16th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion Richard Long Turkey:Ataturk to Erdogan - see p24
Community Forum: Police & Neighbourhood Watch
7.30 in the Crown & Cushion see p14
nd

20th

21st
25th

27th

Dog walking for Dementia Awareness 10am
Henry Cornigh Care Centre
Opening of Sarsden Washpool noon-2pm see p8
Friends of St Mary’s Church Fete noon-4pm The
Old Vicarage, Church Lane - details p9
Amnesty Book Sale 2-4pm Lower Town Hall
Transition CN Foraging Walk meet 3pm Town Hall
Steps - details 07803 753684
Library talk 3.30pm Alan Brain - Chipping Norton
Railway - see p9
CN Flower Club - 7.30 Town Hall - see p24.
N Cotswold Society of Recorder Players 2.305pm Sandford St Martin Parish Hall with Dick Little
details 641037

June

3rd

4th
6th
7th
8th
36

(News out TUESDAY 30 May)
Chadlington Beer Festival details p11
Salford Fete & Fun Dog Show noon-4pm
Rambling Club 2pm New St Car Park - see p27
Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall Jim Portlock - Euro
Miscellany see p25
U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Martin Holmes -Tony Blair see p26
North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p28
GENERAL ELECTION See P2

