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Over 100 frustrated local people at February’s
Town Hall meeting wanted to know what has
happened at Chipping Norton’s Walterbush
Road football ground. And what chance is there
of the revived Magpies football team ‘coming
home’ from playing at Enstone?

Story of a rescue deal

It was called an ‘Inquiry’. The Mayor Mike Tysoe,
in the chair, tried to set out what he had been
told had happened. An apparent story of debts
being run up, football and activity stopping, and
a private company taking over everything,
including the site, to rescue the situation. Land
was sold for housing, a new clubhouse is being
built, many debts were cleared, and facilities are
being offered to football and other sports
teams. Next steps are awaited.

Unanswered questions

But the room was not happy. Who had done
what to whom? Had someone ‘signed away our
club’? Was the deal fair? What happens now to
the ground? What about covenants? Why aren’t
the ‘new’ Magpies coming back? Nobody had all
the facts, and no one before the meeting had
asked Minotaur, the private company, to
provide information. Their director Glyn Jones
tried his best on the spot. Much frustration all
round. The next step is to make public the legal
agreements in order to understand it all.

… and hopefully some more positive action on
getting sport back to Walterbush Road. Full
article on Page 3. 

Football future
Anger & confusion over Football Ground deal

Chippy Explorers pictured celebrating
conquering Scafell Pike. Our Scouting
groups are thriving – and getting a brand
new hut. But that needs big fundraising.
Can you help? Full feature on Page 22.

Support the Scouts

New NHS meeting: A
second ‘Big Consultation’
meeting is on 9 March, 6-

8pm in St Mary’s Church. You need to book
a place. See advert on Page 2 and full report. 

In this issue: 
Focus on Chippy’s maternity unit ~

Beckhams moving in ~  Parking dangers
near schools ~ Penhurst Gardens opens ~

Mother’s Day teas ~ Solar energy 
Plus  all the usual arts, sports, clubs, schools

and letters.
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The NHS comes to town
Four slightly threatening security guards greeted the Chipping
Norton public who turned up in force (in spite of the
afternoon time) on 2 February at the Town Hall. The NHS and
County Council has a fraught history of local consultation –
losing the trust of Chippy people because of disputes
including the future
of community
hospital and inter-
mediate care beds.
The NHS, in the
shape of the
Oxfordshire Clinical
C o m m i s s i o n i n g
Group and Oxford
University Hospitals
Trust, came to the
meeting, perhaps
warily, and started
with a longish and
professional present-
ation. This was all
about the ‘Big Consultation – Phase 1’: major changes to the
Horton’s acute services; reduced use of beds and bringing
care ‘closer to home’; and centralising consultant led
maternity, stroke, and critical care to Oxford ostensibly to
sustain the best clinical care. Meanwhile the Horton would
have a ‘21st century’ diagnostics centre, potentially diverting
90,000 patients from the JR, so easing congestion there.  

Challenges from Chippy audience
The Chippy audience (which included MPs Robert Courts
and Victoria Prentis, plus County, District and Town
Councillors, League of Friends Chair and Action Group
Members), raised a range of questions, in a generally orderly
and coherent manner: 

• The chief concern was the ‘option’ in the paperwork
of eventual closure of Chipping Norton’s own award
winning Birth Centre, and perhaps threats to other
services such as First Aid. This, and the desire to reinstate
‘proper’ community hospital beds, will not in fact be
considered until a ‘Phase 2’ consultation in June at the
earliest. The OUHT representative eventually gave some
assurance that our maternity unit was safe – but did

anyone believe that? The
audience wanted this option
taken out. 
• 21st century diagnostics in
Banbury sounded great, if
expensive, but no one
seemed to have considered
putting some of these into
our ready-made Chippy

buildings. Paul Brennan from OUHT admitted he hadn’t
even looked to see what facilities existed here.

• Any services moving to the JR would mean longer
journeys over country roads and into traffic and parking
nightmares of Oxford.

• More care ‘closer to home’ sounded great, but where
were the actual funded proposals? Or the joined up
thinking with social care, housing for key workers and
transport?

Consultation and funding frustrations
The Chippy audience seemed frustrated with the NHS
responses. MPs, Councillors across all parties, local
campaigners and the County’s Health Overview and Scrutiny
Committee seem unhappy with many of the proposals. HOSC
has already referred the ‘temporary’ downgrade of the
Horton maternity service to the Secretary of State and
accused OCCG of coming up with a 5 year plan simply to fit
the Government limits on NHS spending. Clive Hill of
Chipping Norton’s Hospital Action Group said it was
‘madness to reduce the number of hospital beds and
downgrade services.’ Another Chippy speaker pointed to GP
shortages, asking our MPs to demand more Government
funding. Chippy District Councillor Geoff Saul referred to the
‘worst crisis in a generation’ for the NHS and social care. He
is supporting a petition to stop potential Horton and Chippy
downgrading, and wants everyone to speak out to defend
services and demand increased Government funding.  

Chippy’s MP Robert Courts was unhappy with the
consultation and, along with others, says the ‘split’ Phase
1/Phase 2 Consultation was flawed making it difficult to
debate the whole picture. In fact Oxfordshire’s Keep Our
NHS Public are demanding that the Phase 1 Consultation is
halted. Mr Courts said, ‘I will continue to do all I can to push
for the public to have a greater say’. The NHS have now
agreed to another Chippy meeting on Thursday 9 March – see
advert left.

Join us at the Chipping Norton health
and care consultation event

on Thursday 9 March (6pm-8pm)
Share your views on proposals for maternity,

planned care and critical care at the Horton

General in Banbury, and stroke services and

hospital beds in Oxfordshire.

To book your place at an event and get venue

details please call 01865 334638 or email

cscsu.talkinghealth@nhs.net 

Other consultation events: 

•  Thursday 2 March (8pm-10pm) in Henley, 
• Monday 6 March (8pm-10pm) in Wallingford 
•  Tuesday 14 March (3pm-5pm) in Thame 
•  Thursday 16 March (7pm-9pm) in Banbury 
• Thursday 23 March (6.30pm-8.30pm) in

Abingdon 

Read more and have your say at:
www.oxonhealthcaretransformation.nhs.uk

The Big NHS Consultation

Top: MPs Robert Courts & Victoria
Prentis, Conservative Cllrs Guy Wall &
Hilary Biles and HAG’s Robert Townley

at the Town Hall meeting
Right: Labour District Cllr Geoff Saul
collecting NHS petition signatures
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gambling chips, first cocktail, canapés and a fine finger buffet
provided by The Chipping Norton Tea Set.

Chippy’s Football debate
The Town Hall meeting on 15 February was called by the
newly formed committee (Chaired by Tym Soper) that runs
the two successfully revived teams under the banner of
‘Chipping Norton Football Club’ (currently playing at
Enstone) – to discuss their future. But in fact the main
agenda, previously billed as ‘an inquiry’, focused on the
recent complex history of the Walterbush Road ground, its
land, pitch and clubhouse. This issue is little to do with the
playing teams, but it caused the most anger and confusion
in the Town Hall, where the audience included previous
trustees, committee members, players, supporters or social
club users. 

What has happened to the ground?
The Mayor had been asked to chair the meeting, and kicked
off with an attempt to summarize (from what he had been
told) events so far – but this statement’s accuracy and
completeness was hampered because no-one seemed to have
spoken in advance to the company, Minotaur, who are
centrally involved. They had also not been given an agenda nor
asked to prepare any presentation. Minotaur’s Director Glyn
Jones was in the audience and volunteered to come up front
to try and answer questions as directly as possible. The key
facts seem to be these:

• The land, pitch, clubhouse and its operations (but not the
playing team) had been under full control – and
presumably ownership – of four local Trustees, and a
Committee, who ran the Chipping Norton Town Football
Supporters Social Club

• This Club ran up substantial debts (believed to be well
into 6 figures), with Trustees becoming personally liable. 

• Minotaur, a private company specialising in intervening and
assisting sports clubs in trouble, seemed to have signed a
deal with the Trustees which included emergency funding
of £250,000, partially to write off much of the debt, funds
to build a new clubhouse, and commitment to make the
pitch facilities available to a playing Football Club. See
www.minotaurgroup.co.uk. In turn, Minotaur took
ownership of the whole site and raised investment funds
by selling some of the land for housing for just under £1m. 

The terms of all this seemed to be disputed at the Town Hall
meeting, and Mr Jones has confirmed to the News that he is

Spring St permits – at last! 
Despite assurances
from Premier Inn's
management company
and Whitbread's PR
company (see last
month’s issue) another
three weeks passed
before residents'
parking permits were
finally issued for the

new first-come-first-served 12 space car park. But at least
Spring Street residents can now use the new car park in
confidence. Unfortunately the thirteenth space, which can't
be used as it has a telegraph pole support in the middle of it,
may never be used. Premier Inn's PR agency said: ‘… we are
now trying to regain this space elsewhere’ but residents
remain sceptical. Some residents' spaces are still blocked by
cars left long-term by non-residents, without permits. They
are expected to move on when the owners receive charge
letters from the car park operating company.

5th year for Mayor Tysoe
Chipping Norton’s Town Council’s Mayoral Selection
Committee has recommended that Cllr Mike Tysoe continues
as Mayor for a 5th year, with Cllr Don Davidson continuing as
his Deputy. The Council votes formally on this
recommendation at the Mayor-Making on 22 May.

Casino Mayorale – 25 March
Instead of a traditional Mayor’s Ball
this year, Cllr Mike Tysoe reports
they are trying something different
– a casino evening. There will be
one big prize at the end of evening
with the size of that prize
depending on the number of tickets
sold. You will win chips not money
at the tables and the person with
the most chips will get the cash
prize (the exact details are still
being worked on). The charities
being supporting are
Bloodwise/Leukaemia Research
and the 6th Chipping Norton
Scouts. Funds are very tight for the new Scout Hut (see
feature page 22) but it is hoped the hut can be delivered
around Easter. The Mayor told the News, ‘Dress theme is
Bond-ish! We are extremely grateful to our current sponsors.
Cotswold Distillery, who are providing the arrival cocktail and
running a gin bar during the evening, and to Hook Norton
Brewery who are providing large samples of their excellent
brew’. The Scouts will be manning the wine and beer bar as
well as helping set up the tables, etc. Tickets are available from
the Guildhall at £40 a head which includes £5 worth of

LOCAL NEWS

Happy Spring St resident Alison Huitt
with her hard-won permit.

Bond-inspired evening
(minus the gun, of course)

Former glory: The ‘Magpies’ in 1974.



4

LOCAL NEWS

School parking danger
One worried News reader has written
to local police, councillors and schools
about dangerous illegally parking near
Chipping Norton’s school drop off
points. He highlighted the area at the
top of The Green and Walterbush Road.
One Friday he counted 13 illegally
parked cars (on double yellow lines
and/or zigzag lines) close to both
primary and secondary schools. WODC
parking wardens occasionally police the area but our reader
emphasised ‘a fatality waiting to happen … more must be
done to prevent someone being injured or killed where
children and parents need to cross safely’. 

In response to the News forwarding the letter, District
Councillor Geoff Saul asked WODC parking managers for a
response. District Councillor Guy Wall did the same and said
he would like to see WODC Parking Wardens put greater
priority on patrolling problem areas, such as near schools,
rather than on minor parking infringements in the town
centre. He wants something to be done quickly. Cllr Saul was
then told by WODC’s parking manager that their wardens
will make every effort to enforce rules at school hot spots,
particularly at double yellow lines – although unloading and
pick up is allowed if the driver is in the car. Unfortunately
stopping at zig-zags alone is not as enforceable. WODC say a
joint approach with school, police and the local community,
including the children, is the best option. County Councillor
Hilary Biles has also alerted County Highways officers to
liaise with their Education colleagues to look into it. 

Issues sometimes also arise on the London Road near
Holy Trinity School. One idea in the planning pipeline is for
any development on the bus park next door (such as a new
Marks & Spencer Food Hall) to include a facility for school
children to be dropped off or picked up in an associated car
park. But there is no guarantee this might happen, and it is not
clear how it might work safely. Similarly on safety, there are
ideas of making much of the Town a 20mph zone, and the cost
of implementing this might be covered by new housing
developments.

The cost of living well
Readers of the News will be alarmed to hear of yet another
price hike in the cost of living. It’s the latest news about Soho
Farmhouse, the celebrity-attracting members' club-cum-
country house hotel in Great Tew where Prince Harry took
Meghan Markle for a romantic break and much loved by Kate
Moss, Rita Ora and other stars. After the parent company
announced some financial ‘overstretch’, they have just said
their annual membership of the Soho House Farmhouse will
now cost you £1,650. This shock may well make you
reconsider your membership so here are some other options
in Chippy. For £569.50 you can become a full member of the
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre – use of gym, swimming
pool, squash courts and membership of some classes. For a
more modest £39 per year you can join the WI – jolly
company, shared experiences, trips and a range of talks on
every subject under the sun. For £100 per year you can join
Rotary – you do have to be invited and also you need to pay
for lunches at their regular meetings, supporting local and

sending copies of relevant legal documents to local solicitor
Geoff Saul for inspection within 14 days of the meeting. 

Could the Magpies come back?
The newly revived football teams could still return to
Walterbush Road. Since early 2016, Minotaur and the new
Football Club Committee had been discussing terms,
including use of pitch and clubhouse changing rooms for £1
rent a year, but the team would have to pay maintenance and
some other costs. But in October discussions broke off
because a lease could not be agreed – partly because the new
‘Chipping Norton Football Club’ had not yet established any
legal entity to take on a lease. In the Town Hall, Minotaur’s
Glyn Jones suggested that a deal was still on offer. This will be
up to the two parties to take this forward. 

Failing this, Minotaur are keen anyway to find sporting
tenants and clubhouse users, and are actively pursuing the
idea of a multi-use ‘3G’ artificial pitch, which could allow 50
hours use a week – much more than grass They have spoken
to the Swifts, Rugby Club, Football Club, Top School and
WODC’s Leisure Officer Martin Holland. Hockey and other
sports could also use it. The 3G idea is in line with WODC’s
policy for expanding sports participation, and the Oxfordshire
Football Association, based in Witney is promoting use of
approved 3G pitches. All this will need community, Town and
District Council collaboration to make it work. 

Meanwhile the new Football Club Committee’s Adam
Hunt said they are looking at the controversial proposal for
Bellway/Archstone to build 250 more houses along Burford
Road (a site in the AONB and not in the Local Plan) –
where they have offered to hand over new sports pitches,
tennis courts and clubhouse to a Town organisation to
manage. The Mayor and Town Council have been supporting
Archstone’s ideas. 

Become a Stones warden
The Rollright Stones Trustees use volunteer wardens to look
after the site for the season from 14 April (Good Friday) to
the end of September. They need volunteers who have a few
hours to spare at weekends or on Bank Holidays to be on
duty at the Stones, meet the public, sell the various booklets,
postcards, etc and take the entrance money. Everything will be
provided and it’s only when the weather is good, no wet cold
days. It is not full time and a few hours now and again would
be welcome. Trustee Robin Smitten told the News, ‘We find it
a lot of fun and a great way to meet people and you will be
part of a great team of people dedicated to the upkeep of
these unique monuments.’ Anyone interested contact Robin
at robin.smitten@gmail.com

Artist’s impression of the clubhouse
currently being built



en suite facilities, plus a cosy waiting room and kitchen. The
Centre is also the proud holder of the UNICEF Global Baby
Friendly award, with breastfeeding support available every day,
and a weekly specialist breastfeeding clinic. Why not come
along to the Centre’s Fete on 2 April (see advert below) and
find out more?

It is new mothers whose
opinions count. Amy, a first-time
mother, who had her baby Annie
there in December, told our News
team member she was delighted
with her care there, preferring to be
in a Birth Unit than a large hospital.
She felt all the staff really cared
about each patient, and were willing
to give all the time needed to help an
expectant or new mum. Advice and
easy availability of staff made it
possible for this new mum to feed
her baby herself, something that she
really wanted to do. Once labour
started, Amy was able to stay at home longer as the Birth
Centre was close at hand. She compared this to the long
journey to the maternity unit at the JR in Oxford which she
felt would have caused so much stress, especially as she could
have been told to go back home and return when nearer her
time to give birth. All new mothers need support and the
midwives are close by to help, and the opportunity to meet
other new mothers who are local can be great for mother
and baby. Amy came to feel that all the midwives and staff
became her friends whose care and love of their jobs help
create the relaxed atmosphere of the Cotswold Birth Centre. 

You can contact the midwives by emailing them at
chippingnortonmidwives@ouh.nhs.uk or calling 697930.
Follow them on Facebook (CotswoldBirthCentre), or why
not join one of the tours that are available every Saturday at
2pm. More information can be found at
www.ouh.nhs.uk/women/maternity/units/community/cotswold
-maternity-unit and www.which.co.uk/birth-choice

London Road food store plan
Plans for new shops on London Road submitted just before
Christmas are awaiting a decision from WODC. The proposal
for four commercial units has generated local interest, with
four objections including from town centre traders and 14
supporting the proposal, of whom five specifically supported
the named retailer, Marks & Spencer. Any planning permission
would, however, simply be for retail use and would not
require this to be provided by any particular operator. So,
whilst the developer says he has M&S lined up, any planning
permission would apply equally to a Tesco Express or a Lidl as
to M&S. The vacant site is currently used overnight by
Stagecoach buses and the Town Council and others say this
bus park needs to be replaced locally if Chippy is not to lose
its early morning Oxford-bound and late evening Chippy-
bound services.

Two matters remain unresolved at the moment. One of
the horse chestnut trees in the verge along London Road
would obscure visibility for drivers leaving the car park, say
Oxfordshire Highways. This is one of the trees planted by
William Bliss on the approaches to the Town, widely regarded
as making a very attractive avenue entrance. Oxfordshire
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international charitable work. £25 will make you a Friend of
Chipping Norton Theatre – money off some tickets, advance
booking, and special Friends’ events. Best bargain could be
joining The Green Gym for nothing – healthy exercise, getting
muddy, learning new skills like hedge laying, dry stone wall
building, pruning and bonfire building (some courses require
payment). Sign up for all of those and you will still have change
from £1,650 – and you will have had a lot of fun.

Our award-winning Birth Centre
With all our maternity services in the spotlight, it is worth
highlighting that Chipping Norton’s community hospital
midwife team has been welcoming Chippy babies into the
world since the 1930s and has been providing a supportive

home-from-home setting for women and their families at our
Cotswold Birth Centre since 2011. They are open 365 days of
the year ‘to provide sensitive and individualised care for
women through their pregnancy and beyond’, and also offer a
free antenatal and parentcraft course for all first-time parents,
run by the midwifery team. Birth centres are recommended
for women with low-risk pregnancies where they will benefit
from continuity of care in a quiet and calm environment in
birthing rooms designed to promote relaxation and labour.
For women with complex pregnancies, or who have chosen
to give birth in hospital, the midwives work with the John
Radcliffe in Oxford to provide the best possible support.

Chippy’s Birth Centre offers antenatal clinic rooms, two
birthing rooms with pools, and two postnatal rooms, all with

The CBC team proudly display their UNICEF award

Baby Annie born in the
CBC in December
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New start: for Him & for Her
It was all change in two
Chipping Norton hair
salons in February.
Francesco’s, currently the
men’s salon on Topside, has
taken over the Andrea and
Achille ladies’ business in
West Street and is moving
in with them. So it’s now
Francesco for Him and Francesco for Her in the same place.
The change has partly come about because Andrea has begun
his retirement after 55 years in the industry. He is passing his
business over to daughter Cassie and her husband Bessem.
The salon is getting a new look and, of course, a new name –
‘Francesco’. The team told the News that the staff are staying
on and look forward to welcoming both existing and new
customers. 

Georgian House Antiques sale
George Wissinger, the owner of Georgian House Antiques,
established in Chipping Norton in 1976, intends to retire and
has put the business up for sale. The asking price of £5m
includes the main showroom and living accommodation on
one side of West Street, the three-storey warehouse on the
other side and all the stock. Mr Wissinger told the News he
was adamant that the business is to be sold as a going
concern including stock. ‘Otherwise it's no sale,’ he said, which
will hopefully mean the shop will stay open instead of being
converted and developed.

County Council are also worried that, because the car park is
smaller than they would expect, shoppers will park on
neighbouring streets and cars will queue on the busy London
Road. They question how parking by staff and parents from
Holy Trinity School (and even the community hospital and
care home) will be controlled. The developer has previously
offered to make spaces available to parents dropping off and
collecting children from the primary school. OCC are asking
for a car park management plan and financial contributions
towards the control of on street parking.  So, it appears that,
if the developer was to renege on this promise, parents could
be left with nowhere near the school to drop off and collect
children.

HSBC Branch to close
Major bank HSBC has
announced it will close 62
UK branches, including
those in Carterton,
Chipping Norton and
Kidlington, in May this year.
Head of retail banking,
Francesca McDonagh,
tried to justify the
decision saying, ‘The way
our customers bank with
us is changing. More
customers are using
mobile and internet
banking than ever before
and fewer people are using

branches. More than 90 per cent of our interactions with
customers are now through our digital channels – an increase
from 80 per cent last year’. The Bank say the closures ‘ensure
a more sustainable branch network, with fewer but better
local branches’. This action has already caused uncertainty and
upset with local account holders in Chipping Norton, who
received formal letters in February telling them the news.
Chippy’s branch  closes on 12 May.

Mayor Mike Tysoe, who apparently has an HSBC account,
was reported in the press saying he was ‘dumbfounded’ by
saying ‘It’s going to cause a lot of chaos and they will lose a lot
of customers – and it will serve them right’. In fact the
Chipping Norton News has its community banking account at
HSBC, regularly paying in a lot of cash at our efficient local
branch and will probably move banks. The Town Council also
banks with HSBC and is discussing what action it might take.

Great Rollright – Great Market!
The next Great Rollright Market is on 4 March from 9.30 to
12.30 − one of the best kept secrets in the area − a lovely
little market tucked away in the Village Hall on the first
Saturday each month. In February, children enjoyed decorating
homemade biscuits with dollops of icing and various treats! In
March there are proper homemade cakes, new batch
marmalades, Patrice’s amazing quiches (also available from
Rogérs Fish & Delecatessen shop in Chipping Norton),
handcrafted artisan bread in delicious flavours (ever tried
chocolate bread?!), local oils, organic veg, honeys and fairly
traded Traidcraft groceries. It’s all very local so come and
enjoy the fun!

Hidden Beauty
8 Middle Row

Chipping Norton

0X7 5NH

01608 643862

Email:hiddenbeautyoxfordshire@yahoo.com

Website:www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart
of Chipping Norton

Offering a wide range of beauty

and hair treatments. 

Hair services

Nail treatments

Environ Facials

Waxing

Lashes & brows 

Competitive prices

We pride ourselves on our quality standards
and customer care

For queries, questions and more
information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Next door to the Beckhams
You know what it’s like
when the property next to
you has been vacant for a
while and then you hear
there are going to be new
neighbours. All sorts of
questions occur – ‘Will
you get on with them? Will
they be noisy and hold late
night parties? Will they fit
in with the community?’
Apparently the same
questions occur even
when there are acres of
land separating you rather
than just a tatty hedge or a
rather-badly-in-need-of-
painting fence. The national
press has carried reports

that David and Victoria Beckham are moving to a £5m nine-
bedroom barn conversion near the Soho Farmhouse in Great
Tew. What handy hints might there be for joining the local
scene? Apparently they already own the obligatory Land
Rover (likely more than one – local public transport is scarce)
and Mr Beckham has been spotted shooting with film director
Guy Ritchie in full country kit. The countryside and animals go
together, so now might be the time for their daughter to start
riding lessons and experience the ups and downs of Pony
Club life. Dogs are another great asset – healthy exercise and
a chance to meet all sorts of people on regular dog walks. 

Mr Beckham is already heavily involved in charity work,
including as ambassador for UNICEF – so he might be
interested in joining the local Amnesty or Rotary. Mrs
Beckham may consider the local WI – not all jam making and
flower arranging nowadays, with wine tasting and car
maintenance amongst the talks on offer. She may even pick
up tips for her fashion design business. Mr Beckham could
help out with Chippy’s football club revival, or (with his
boys) join in with the Chippy Swifts and pass on some
scoring tips. There are lots of local pubs and shops to enjoy.
Given there is an orchard on the property perhaps they
could bring a few buckets along to the Community
Orchard’s Apple Day and make their own apple juice. Local
people are used to seeing famous faces amongst them and
don’t make a fuss about it. After all, what counts is whether
you are a good neighbour. 

Local thanks to David Beckham
With the imminent arrival of Posh and Becks the News heard
an interesting and positive local story about David. In January,
an elderly Chipping Norton resident was visiting London and
tripped over on a traffic island in Kensington High Street
surrounded by busy traffic. A passing David Beckham stopped
his car, shielding our unfortunate victim from traffic, gave her
a bottle of water, waited till the ambulance came, and rang her
son later that day to enquire how she was. As reported to us
‘a kind act from a very considerate man’. Anyone have any
other Posh and Becks personal stories? Two Newsteam
members saw him score his ‘wonder goal’ from the half way
line against Wimbledon in 1996. 

Purple 4 Polio Campaign
The Rotary Club
of Chipping
Norton is
helping end polio
for ever. Many
people in Chippy may remember polio or experienced it in
their own families. Polio is a highly contagious disease, carried
only by the human body and easily passed from person to
person. There is no known cure. In this country, vaccination
against polio began in the 1960s and, today, polio is on the
verge of eradication throughout the world, only existing in
three countries. But, however remote the thought of polio
returning to this country may seem, it’s important to
remember that travel, war and civil strife can cause polio to
spread. So the battle that Rotary International has waged
against polio, for many years, must continue now the final
victory against this cruel disease is so close. It is a victory that
can be won with just two tiny drops of vaccine and an army
of dedicated volunteers. To vaccinate one child costs just 25p.

The Rotary Club of Chipping Norton is actively engaged
in this vitally important project and asks every resident to
support its fundraising events. How about raising a team for
our Swim-a-Fun, Saturday 1 April at the Leisure Centre? You
only have to be able to swim one length. This Spring, as part
of Rotary’s Purple 4 Polio Campaign, purple crocuses will
bloom in the Town. Purple because every child who is
vaccinated has a tiny finger dipped in purple dye. If you would
like to help with Purple 4 Polio Campaign events, or support
in any way, please contact me.

Annie Roy-Barker – 644107

Shuttle Bus hits the airwaves
The Villager V3
Chippy Shuttle Bus
is now firmly
established and has
even been featured
on Radio 4's You
and Yours
programme. Chip-
ping Norton’s Val
Fletcher is an

enthusiastic bus user and persuaded her son Andrew, who is
a producer on the show, to use the bus in a feature on
volunteer work. Andrew joined the bus as it went around the
Town, talking to passengers, Villager Bus organiser Keith
Gowing and driver Dave Watts about the bus and the need
for volunteers to fill gaps caused by Government cuts. The
programme has already been broadcast but can be found on
BBC iPlayer. Under You and Yours look for the 9 February
episode. The relevant Chippy section is marked 'Volunteering'
and comes in after 25 minutes.

Wellies at the ready, Posh & Becks
prepare for Cotswold Country

living

MOONRAKERS
are back at St Mary’s Church!!

Saturday 18 March

See article p19 for full details
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Ubico will take over the Council’s other waste collection
services from October. Garden waste is delivered to a
composting site where high temperatures hasten the
composting process. It is then spread on agricultural land so
it’s important that rules for what can and can’t go in the bins
are observed. (See FAQs on above link for more information)

ON Youth leaders needed
The popular Over Norton Youth Club, which regularly sees
over 30 kids on term-time Wednesday evenings, is again
looking for leaders to ensure it stays sustainable. The Club is
right on the limit of being able to be run effectively – this is
despite a welcome flurry of volunteers joining after the last
appeal. The evening finishing time is being brought forward to
8.30/8.45pm to ease congestion at pick-up time and also so
that leaders don’t have to stay so late. Anyone interested in
helping out can call Mark Cooper on 07773 484623.

Vets keep up with Archers
It’s new equip-
ment in Chippy as
well as Ambridge!
In order to treat
hyperthyroidism
– one of the most common diseases of older cats – Chipping
Norton Veterinary Hospital has opened a radioiodine unit, the
only one in Oxfordshire and only the 13th in the UK. Chippy
Vet, Martin Whitehead, explained that Hyperthyroidism – an
overactive thyroid gland causes increased appetite with
weight loss because the cat cannot eat enough to feed its
overactive metabolism. Watch out for a poor coat, diarrhoea
and vomiting. If untreated, hyperthyroidism is fatal, usually
with heart failure. Because affected cats eat well and are often
quite active, many owners do not realise their cat is ill until
the disease is quite advanced. It can be managed with
medication, but it needs to be given every day for life. The
thyroid can be surgically removed or alternatively, the cat can
be injected with a small amount of radioactive iodine,
regarded as the ‘gold standard’ treatment. Chippy Vets say ‘If
you have a cat that might benefit from this treatment call us
on 642547’.

X8 & X9 bus discounts 
Pulham’s, who
operate our X8 and
X9 local buses, are
concerned about
national funding
threats to local
services. The Buses
Services Bill going
through Parliament

could be good or bad for rural services. Director, Kathryn
Pulham, comments,  ‘It is six months since we stepped in to
run the X8 and X9 service, on a commercial basis, and signs
are encouraging. We are committed to maintaining bus routes
wherever possible and ask that all local residents in Chipping
Norton and commuters travelling on the Kingham-Oxford-
London railway use these vital bus routes. Leave the car at
home, travel by bus, support and save your local bus services
– they are a lifeline for county communities’. 

Pulham’s are also launching a new Smartcard, usable on
any of their services, on 6 March. It’s effectively an E-purse,
like a London Oyster card, with money loaded onto it either
via the website or on a bus with cash. The card initially costs
£1 but gives a 10% discount off any fare. Kathryn Pulham said,
‘The Smartcard is all about making bus travel easier and
quicker for customers, staff and perhaps people who have
never thought about travelling with us before. It means you
don’t need to scramble for loose change to pay your fare’. Full
information at www.pulhamscoaches.com or in leaflets from
drivers. Pulham’s also told the News that more of the summer
season needs to pass before their planned review of the X8,
to allow for more data. Meanwhile, they want as much
feedback as possible from passengers and local people who
do not use the service – why don’t they use it? – what would
make them use it? – how could the services be improved?
Why not tell the News your views as well. 

New £30 Green Bin charge
From April 2017 household garden waste collections in
Chipping Norton will cost £30 per bin, per year. WODC
letters have been sent to each household explaining the
fortnightly service. You need to sign up on line on
www.westoxon.gov.uk click on ‘Sign Up For Garden Waste
Collections’ or call 01993 861025. You will need a credit or
debit card. You can sign up at any point during the year but the
£30 charge runs from 1 April−31 March, regardless of when
you sign up. You will be issued with a sticker for each bin that
you pay for (you can share the cost with a neighbour), but
there are no discounts for multiple bins. The stickers cannot
be removed without destroying them. You can still take garden
waste to recycling plants. If you don’t sign up, your old bin will
eventually be taken away. WODC say this new charge is
because Oxfordshire County Council removed their funding
for garden waste recycling. Chipping Norton residents have
differing views on the new charge. Comments to the News
included ‘I think it's reasonable in the circumstances − it's less
than £1 per week’, ‘We pay enough Council Tax already’, ‘We
don't really have any say in the matter’, and ‘It will encourage
us to compost more.’ What do readers think? 

From April, garden waste collections will be undertaken
by Ubico, the Council’s new waste contractor. However,

Enjoy a meal ~ £15 racecard plus 2-course meal

Buy a Horse ~ £12 a nag

Race a Horse ~ yourself or get a Rotary ‘jockey’

Bet on Horses ~ minimum bet £1

Join in ~ the horse auction for the final race

Enjoy ~ Heads & Tails
To book: e-mail via www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk

or telephone/text Simon on 07896 326149

Good fun for good causes

ROTARYROTARY
Charity Race NightCharity Race Night

Friday 17 March

All profits to Chippy Shuttle Bus, End Polio Now Campaign
& Rotary Charities

7.30pm ~ Crown & Cushion

Registered Charity Number 1033627
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Our MP’s ‘visit to the parish’
Since the New Year our new MP Robert Courts has been out
and about on what he calls his  ‘parish tour’ of all 81 West

Oxfordshire parishes. Last month he was in Chipping Norton
and met with members of the Town Council and the Town
Clerk. He is already pretty well up to speed on the current
NHS issues and local concerns about the Local Plan, housing
and infrastructure – as featured in the News last month. 

Worcester Rd proposal refused
A controversial planning application for ten ‘self-build’ homes
north of Worcester Road was refused permission by WODC
Uplands Committee on 6 February. Eleven letters of objection
and two of support were received from local residents. The
Town Council had originally strongly objected to the proposal
but later changed its mind. WODC concluded that the
proposal would not complement the existing pattern of
development, urbanising a rural approach to the detriment of
the character and appearance of the settlement and to the
special landscape character of the AONB. An interesting
further reason for refusal was added regarding ‘affordable’
housing. The applicant claimed that, as the homes were to be
‘self-build’, they were in themselves ‘affordable’ and therefore
no contribution was offered to ‘affordable’ housing either on
or off-site. However, WODC argued that no commitment had
been received that the plots would be sold at less than
market value and, given the size of the plots and the location,
it was in fact highly likely that the plots would be sold at a
premium. The Planning Committee agreed with the officer’s
report that the proposal would ‘fail to provide an adequate
contribution to the wider community and as such the
proposals would represent socially unsustainable
development.’ (See box below for explanation.)

Gt Rollright Quiz Night
The next fundraising event for St Andrew’s Church in Great
Rollright is Quiz Night on Saturday 4 March in the Village Hall
at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start. There will be a bar selling beer,
wine and soft drinks along with the now famous
cheeseboards to provide brain-food to help with your
thinking. Tickets (£2.50 per person) are available in advance
from Heather on 730154. Come as a team of four or come
along and join a team on the night. The new Calendar of
Services for St Andrew’s is available in church listing all the
services in the benefice, please do pick up a copy; the dates
run to mid-March. Check our Facebook page for late changes
to services www.facebook.com/StAndrewsGreatRollright and
other information about the church.

Dominic visits the Library 
Well-known author, historian and Chipping Norton local,
Dominic Sandbrook, appeared at the Library in January. After

a short introduction by librarian Graham White, Dominic
answered questions posed by the audience on a range of
fascinating subjects, including those covered by his books and
television programmes. Dominic Sandbrook’s books Never
Had It So Good: A History of Britain from Suez to the Beatles;
White Heat: A History of Britain in the Swinging Sixties; State of
Emergency: The Way We Were: Britain 1970–1974; Seasons in the
Sun: The Battle for Britain, 1974-1979 and most recently The
Great British Dream Factory: The Strange History of Our National
Imagination are available in Oxfordshire libraries along with a
wide range of history, politics and related non-fiction. We
were delighted to have Dominic at the Library and are really
looking forward to hosting similar events in the future.

Sally Moore, Library Manager

Screen by the Green
The next movie in Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall, on
Saturday 11 March, is Queen of Katwe. The world of an
illiterate 10-year-old girl and her impoverished family in
Kampala, Uganda, changes dramatically when she meets a
missionary who teaches children how to play chess. Through
great struggles, she eventually becomes Ugandan chess
champion and plays on the world stage. A mainstream
successful movie which brings unsuspected intellect and high
emotion together, none more so than when the actors meet
the real life figures at the end. Not just for chess buffs but for
all who enjoy an outstanding and moving film experience. All
films start at 7.30pm; tickets £4.50 pay on the door. For more
information and to book, ring 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com.

What is Social Sustainability?
Social Sustainability is a relatively new concept and is not as
well understood as economic or environmental sustainability.
It can be defined as ‘a process for creating sustainable,
successful places that promote well-being, by understanding
what people need from the places they live and work. Social
sustainability combines design of the physical realm with
design of the social world – infrastructure to support social
and cultural life, social amenities, systems for citizen
engagement and space for people and places to evolve.’
Essentially, in this instance WODC appeared to consider,
because housing affordability is a key issue in the District with
approximately 1,440 households on the Council’s waiting list,
that the proposal would not cater for the needs of the wider
community and might create a socially homogenous
development. This line of argument is, of course, not restricted
to Chippy, but applies to most of the District.
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people Chippy. An internet search revealed nine retirement
properties currently for sale in town plus six properties yet
to sell at the new Penhurst Gardens development. Demand
and supply is a complex issue. The three established care
homes in town told the News that they currently had only
three vacant rooms out of a total of 145. The new Home at
Penhurst Gardens, which had been accepting residents for six
weeks at the time of our inquiry, had 8 out of 58 rooms
occupied and is filling up at the rate of 1 or 2 a week. 

Oxfordshire’s NHS is also reporting clearly in February
that hospital ‘bed blocking’ is being seriously aggravated by
lack of nursing and care home places, and better supported
living accommodation for frail people to allow people to live
in their own homes with home care support. 

The 2011 census revealed that almost 20% of Chippy’s
population were aged over 65 and, of those, 9.5% were aged
over 75. This compares with 16% and 7.5% respectively for
Oxfordshire, which more or less reflects the distribution in
England as a whole. And, although predictions indicate that the
proportions will stay the same, the actual number of over-65s
in town is apparently set to rise by 170 in the next four years,
in line with national trends. So, it seems that there are more
elderly folk in Chippy than other places. The Town is clearly
attractive to older people who want to come and live here. But
it may be a case of ‘what comes first the old folk or the old
folks’ homes?’ Meanwhile, other family-sized accommodation is
certainly needed for younger families. Are you an older person
looking to downsize in Chippy or younger families looking for
homes? Let the News know what you think!

Comic Relief in Churchill
An afternoon for Comic Relief is
being run on Saturday 1 April at
Churchill Village Hall from 12−4.
Entry by £10 donation to Comic
Relief, with tea and coffee on sale.
We will be running a sewing clinic,
also making embroidered patches,
brooches or you can bring your
own sewing/knitting for the
afternoon. More information from lisakhughes68@gmail.com

Lisa Hughes

100 homes at Banbury Road
It looks as though another 100 homes could well be built in
Chippy, at ‘The Pillars’ site off Banbury Road between the
cricket club and Cromwell Park. An outline planning
application by Gallagher Estates had met with objections from
Oxfordshire Highways because it made no provision for the
Eastern Distributor Road that the Draft Local Plan proposes
to run from Banbury Road to Burford Road through the
proposed new development. However, Gallaghers have now
amended their plans to provide the first phase of this road,
together with a traffic light junction on Banbury Road. This
seems to overcome a major objection and could therefore
pave the way for the application to be recommended for
approval in due course. The Town Council had objected first
because the land use should remain for employment.  Then
with the revised application they objected to the number and
density of the homes. The Cricket Club had also objected
fearing damage to property by cricket balls. The developers

Christmas raffle cheques
Cheques from the
Crown and
Cushion’s Christ-
mas raffle, which
raised £1300,
were presented
by Linda Maia e
Silva in February
to Alison Hooker
of Helen &
Douglas House
and Cicely Maunder representing Katharine House. Many
thanks to everyone in Chipping Norton who so generously
supported the Hotel’s charity raffle.

Too many older people’s homes?
Are there too many homes for older people in Chippy?
Chipping Norton Town Council seem to think so. The Council
have objected to a recent planning application to build more
homes for retired people at the former Parker Knoll site on
London Road, opposite the Hospital & Health Centre. The
Council wrote, ‘There is not a need for another old persons
development in Chipping Norton …The Town doesn’t cater
enough for the young people and [we] insist that there is a
need for more public sector housing to be built for the
people who cannot afford to buy a house.’ The application in
question is for 59 apartments for the frail elderly, where
people can buy care packages to suit their changing needs,
together with 14 two- and three-bedroomed houses for the
over-65s. Nine letters of support had been sent to WODC by
mid-February.

The Town Council say there are already developments
restricted to the over-55s at West Street, The Green, Wards
Road, Shepard Way and the new development at Penhurst
Gardens. Then there are Beech Haven, Henry Cornish,
Southerndown and now the new Penhurst Gardens Care
Home. Another 80 unit Extra Care home of 1- & 2-
bedroomed apartments received planning permission in 2015
on land next to the Health Centre. The Town Council say that
there are plenty of vacancies in accommodation for older
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have been asked to pay £100,000 towards enhancing the S3,
488 and X8 bus services and £15,000 towards a town-wide
20mph speed limit. Gallagher Estates do not actually build
houses, but will probably sell the land on with the benefit of
the outline planning permission. So, if this does get the go
ahead from WODC, it will still be a while before we see any
bricks and mortar on the site.

Spruce up for St Mary’s 
After St Mary's
Church men's group
got a delicious fry up
in their bellies on 4
February at the
monthly men's
breakfast, they broke
out the ladders,
gaffer-taped the old
feather dusters to
long bamboo poles
and got high level
cleaning in the
Church! The News-
team’s very own
Roger Sinclair, part of
the Saturday Spruce-

Up Squad reported, ‘It's amazingly satisfying to see the
amount of dust and cobwebs high up in the stained glass
windows, columns and arches that we swept down, along with
a small colony of ex-ladybirds clearly favouring the warmer
west wing!’ The Brownies followed up in the afternoon,
sweeping up the descended dusty detritus so it was a
wonderful collaborative project by all involved − well done
everyone for looking after our beloved church so beautifully!

Cornbury headliners announced
Cornbury Music Festival (7–9 July in Great Tew) has
announced its main line-up for this final festival. Joining
Canadian superstar Bryan Adams and Friday headliners Kaiser
Chiefs, will be Jools Holland, Chrissie Hynde’s Pretenders,
Ellis-Bextor, Jack Savoretti, Scouting For Girls and 90’s
popstars Right Said Fred.  Nicknamed ‘Poshstock’, the Festival
is known for its friendly atmosphere, beautiful Cotswold
location and its loyal audience of multigenerational families,
aristocracy, Prime Ministers, film stars, farmers, rockers,
Jeremy Clarkson and even the odd royal! Book tickets via
cornburymusicfestival.com. or use Chipping Norton Theatre
box office (642350) to avoid booking charges.

Helen & Douglas Go Orange  
Helen & Douglas supporters should listen in from 2–4 March
to the ‘Go Orange’ Jack FM Radiothon, on 106.8FM from 7am
to 7pm on Thursday and Friday and 7am to noon on Saturday,
to hear patients and families talk about their experiences. You
can call in during the programme and make a donation. You
can also organise a ‘Go Orange’ Fundraiser (eg dye your hair;
bake cakes; wear orange at work, etc), take part in events such
as the Riverside Stomp in May or Rainbow Run in June,
volunteer or just donate. More at www.hdh.org.uk or contact
fundraising on: 01865 799150 or email
fundraising@helenanddouglas.org.uk .

Gardener’s marathon bike ride
Jacob Bacon, a gardener with
local Chipping Norton
gardening business, Topiarus
Horticulture Ltd, is off on a
marathon bike ride across to
Europe for the Movember
Foundation. The ‘Have you got
the balls’ 450-mile ride will
start from Hook Norton on
Friday 21 April with Jacob
aiming to complete the ride
in Utrecht six days later. The
mammoth effort has been
inspired by a friend who lives in Utrecht. Jorn Laponder was
diagnosed with testicular cancer at a young age. Jacob said,
‘After meeting Jorn, I learnt about his successful fight against
this potentially deadly disease and I decided that I needed to
do something to raise awareness of this awful illness’. Jacob
will be joined by two of his colleagues at Topiarus, Seb Raby
and Connor Moloney, for the first two days of the bike ride.
If you’d like to support their efforts, you can donate via
http://mobro.co/haveyougottheballs

Dementia Friendly Town news
Dementia Friendly Chipping Norton has been set up to help
increase awareness of dementia locally and to work together
with the community to encourage those with dementia and
their carers to seek support and feel included in their
community. Information sessions, usually held at The Theatre
during the year, are free. There is also a Steering Group which
next meets on Monday 13 March, 2pm at The Theatre. New
members are always welcome. The volunteer Chair, Clare
Carswell, told the News ‘If you are interested in joining our
team or hosting a Dementia Friends Information Session,
please email dementiafriendlychippy@gmail.com – it doesn’t
matter how little or how much time you are able to give, new
volunteers are always very welcome!’

Currently (until Thursday 9 March) there is an Exhibition
in the Theatre Gallery celebrating the creativity and
imagination of the members of the Lights Up Arts Memory

All aspects of domestic and light commercial work undertaken
– from a full re-wire to a single switch or socket

Minor works a speciality.

Fault finding and correction.

PAT Testing – from companies and landlords to single
appliances.

Prompt, friendly and highly professional service comes as
standard.

No job too big and no job too small

Telephone: 07502 421808     E-mail: elawrieservices@gmail.com
Web: www. elawrieservices.com
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as you shop online via www.easyfundraising.org.uk
/causes/chippylido News at www.chippylido.co.uk,
facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter @ChippyLido.

Claire Williamson

Wychwood Project update
Chipping Norton marks the
northernmost point of what was
known as the Royal Forest of
Wychwood, once a hunting ground for
monarchs. This area, stretching south to
Burford, Witney and Woodstock, is rich
in landscapes, habitats and wildlife. As
spring arrives bumblebees will be out
seeking nectar from spring flowers like
crocuses, dog-violets or cowslips. Look

out for new leaves on hedgerow hawthorn, while ash and wild
cherry will soon be coming into bloom. Frogs and toads
become active in our ponds, streams and rivers – look for
frogspawn – while chiffchaffs are an early migrant re-joining
our native birds as they begin to nest.

The Wychwood
Project is a registered
charity that works with
local communities and
partners to conserve and
restore this area’s natural
environment. Our current
conservation work
includes protecting over-
wintering farmland birds,
with three of our feeding
stations located near
Chipping Norton;
managing fish stocks on
the river Glyme; coppicing
trees near Charlbury;
building drystone walls
and hedgelaying to improve the habitat for local wildlife. 

Wychwood Project tree-planting also continues through
spring. We will have planted over 1,500 trees since December
in various locations across this area. All our work relies on the
great efforts of our volunteers. Why not join one of our FREE
activities this spring?

Throughout 2017 on the 1st Sunday and 3rd Thursday of
every month there will be a variety of FREE outdoor

Club. The Club, which uses the arts to promote mental health
and wellbeing, meets at Highlands on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday
of the month and is open to those living with dementia,
friends, family and carers as well as those with memory
concerns. The Theatre’s regular programme also includes
‘Relaxed Screenings’ of films, where changes have been made
to make the events more accessible to those with dementia
or learning disabilities with their carers. The next screening is
My Fair Lady on 13 March at 10.30am. Tickets £5, carers free.
Information and bookings from The Box Office: 642350.

Fitness & art at Henry Cornish 
Karen Berwick at the Henry Cornish Care Centre told the
News about a recent visit from Rachel from G-Fitness to run

an exercise class for residents. The older generation are
capable of all kinds of things – including using Rachel’s soft
footballs as a great source of keeping fit and having fun at the
same time. Residents recently had a practice art class for a
special project which the centre are involved in. Somewhat to
everyone’s surprise, Phoebe the Dog (belonging to carer
Becky), turned up to inspect the artwork and apparently
approved it for display within the home. Flower arranging is
also a regular pastime, with the help of the local Sainsbury’s in
Chipping Norton, with the flowers being displayed around the
Home and the Intermediate Care Unit for all to admire.

The Lido’s new 2017 season
It’s March already, so not long until The Lido opens for the
2017 summer season. To make the most of the long bank
holiday weekend and the schools’ Easter holiday, opening is on
Thursday 13 April. To make the best use of The Lido all
summer, a season ticket is a must! Download application
forms from www.chippylido.co.uk and pick a season ticket
from 13 April onwards. Why not donate a little on top of the
very reasonable prices – The Lido can claim Gift Aid to help
with pool upkeep. This year, all adult season ticket holders get
unlimited use of our wonderful steam room too. We are
currently recruiting for both paid and voluntary roles for the
community-run facility. Lifeguards, Reception Staff and Café
Assistants are all required, with a variety of hours available.
For more information contact Manager Liz Cooke via
info@chippylido.co.uk by Friday 10 March. Also, see the Arts
page (p18) for details of the Flock Comedy event on 31
March at the Town Hall where organiser Ken Norman is
offering to donate £5 to the Lido for some of the tickets.
Tickets are £12.50 in advance from Fibreworks in Middle
Row. Finally, congratulations to our most recent Lottery
winners: 1st, £109.50, Valerie Jeacock; 2nd, £65.70, Martin
Harris, and 3rd, £43.80, Maggi Creese. Why not take part too?
Just download a form from www.chippylido.co.uk/support_us.
You can also donate directly via www.totalgiving.co.uk and/or

Local farmer Mike Kettlewell
filling a bird-feeding station with

seed on his land                              

photo: M & S Kettlewell



13

volunteering opportunities. Boots, gloves and suitable clothes
are all you need – we provide the tools and any training.
Sessions run 9.30am–3pm, or just come along for the
morning if you prefer. You can find out more at:
www.wychwoodproject.org/volunteer phone: 01865 815423;
email: wychwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Sharon Williams, Project Director

Fundraisers for Lawrence Team
The Lawrence Home Nursing Team has an exciting range of
events planned over the next few months, including Lunch for
Lawrence, kindly supported by Wild Thyme Restaurant and
FWP Matthews, at The Town Hall on Wednesday 1 March with
guest speaker Prue Leith, CBE. Then, Call My Wine Bluff is on
Saturday 1 April at Enstone Parish Hall with guest panelists,

comic actors Lucy Porter and Tim Brooke-Taylor, OBE. Call
My Wine Bluff tickets are on sale now. Tickets for Lunch for
Lawrence will be available on the door at the Town Hall.

You will also find information about the Swim-a-Fun,
organised by Chippy Rotary, on the events page of our
website. This sponsored swim is open to all ages and abilities
and takes place at the Leisure Centre during the morning of
Saturday 1 April. Lawrence Home Nursing Team will be one of
the charity beneficiaries so please enrol today. Trustee, Danny
Phillips, is running the London Marathon for the Charity in
memory of his late mother, Jane Phillips, MBE. Jane was a
LHNT nurse and was instrumental in setting up the Charity
in 1999. Danny has begun training and has entered half
marathons and the Rotary Swim-a-Fun to help with his
preparations. Please consider sponsoring Danny by visiting his
Virgin Money Giving page. You will find a link on our website
together with Danny’s blogs: www.lawrencehomenursing.org.

We will be running a Clay Shoot with Archery and
Crossbows on the Great Tew Estate, on Friday 2 June, kindly
sponsored by Middleton Property Advisors. Ladies and gents
and local businesses are invited to enter a team of four or
enter as an individual and we will find a team for you to join.
Details of this and how to buy tickets for Call My Wine Bluff
are available on our website: www.lawrencehomenursing.org.

Verity Fifer

Katharine House update
It’s time for the Easter Knit campaign – Pattern booklets are
now available from www.khh.org.uk/easter-knitting to knit some
novelties to support KHH. The 11th Midnight Walk takes place
on Saturday 24 June. More information on this and all future
events are on the website. The Hospice always needs volunteers
to help with everything from catering to complementary
therapies, and they save the organisation £400,000 every year. If

you want to help, contact Joanna Morris, Volunteer Co-
ordinator, on 01295 811866, email volunteering@khh.org.uk, or
visit www.khh.org.uk/volunteering.

Churchill & Sarsden exhibition
The Churchill and
Sarsden Heritage
Centre celebrate
the spring with a
new 2017
exhibition running
from 1 April to
September. After
the recent
celebrations of
William Smith’s
bicentenary, the new feature is on The History of Cotswold
Sheepwashing and the Restoration of the Sarsden Washpool.
Anyone who saw the remake of Far From the Madding Crowd
cannot fail to have noticed Carey Mulligan, pictured above,
playing farmer Bathsheba Everdene – wading into the local
sheepwash. Some older inhabitants of the village can recall the
same technique with Sarsden washpool in action, but it has
been overgrown and overlooked for many years. Now, Rupert
and Amanda Ponsonby, who live at Sarsden Glebe, have been
working hard to restore the pool, and research its history. The
Heritage Centre will celebrate the opening of the Washpool
on Saturday 20 May, 12-2pm. The Open Day will include a
demonstration, using local sheep, and an expert talk on
Cotswold Sheepwashes, following the discovery and
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Bakers Hair
01608 643139

www.bakershair.com

Continuing our Bakers Hair exciting

revolution, we have found a

company that represents our

personal philosophy and values.

Davines – an Italian company founded

in 1983 with sustainability at its heart.

Davines does not aim to be the biggest

company in the world but it can be the

most beautiful and ethical one, with

even its packaging being eco friendly.

With this new partner, we at Bakers hair

are very much looking forward to more

opportunities to expand our skill base

and knowledge.
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restoration of this local example. Traditional food and drink,
including local cider, will be served on the day. Further details
and in the May News. See www.churchillheritage.org.uk.

Helen & Douglas x 2
A second Helen &
Douglas House
charity shop was
opened at 12–14
West Street on 1
February by Norman
MacRae, WODC
Chairman. Town
Mayor, Mike Tysoe,
and Deputy Mayor,
Don Davidson, were
also there. The new
shop focuses on both
new and previously
loved ladies wear and
accessories, along
with an eclectic mix

of interesting fashion and gift items. The original shop, just
along the road at 5 Market Place, continues to sell a mix of
toys, men’s clothes and bric-a-brac. Debbie Alexander, Head
of Retail, Helen & Douglas House, said, ‘We are thrilled to
open a second shop in this lovely town. We hope it will be as
successful for the charity as the original shop’. The Charity
supports hospice care for children and young adults. Anyone
interested in volunteering can drop in to the shops during
opening hours for an informal chat. Anyone wishing to donate
unwanted items can drop them at the shop or, for larger

items, contact the warehouse to arrange a collection, on
01865 796772.

£1000 for Highlands Day Centre
Highlands Day Centre was the latest winner of the
Midcounties Co-op Community Fund award. Joyce Taylor of

Highlands said, ‘We would like to say a huge thank you for the
generous donation to Highlands Day Centre. It is much
appreciated, especially as we are embarking on a new service
that will offer people living with Dementia a chance to spend
time here at Highlands with lunch and activities … giving
respite time also to people who support them daily.’
Nominations for the April award were finalised during
February, and voting runs from 13−23 March. To take part you
need to be a Co-op member. Sign up to have your say:
www.midcounties.coop/membership

Neighbourhood Watch Day: See advert opposite about the
Action & Awareness Day on 6 April.

Fairytale Farm theft: a thief stole around £3,000 worth of
power tools from the Farm’s workshops on early Wednesday
8 February. Please view footage of the night-time break on the
YouTube channel and identify the culprit – filmed on hi-def
CCTV. Any information,  please contact Thames Valley Police
and quote crime reference number 43170040318."

More shed break ins:Two more sheds were broken into on
The Leys in Chipping Norton between 28 & 29 January. 

False alert emails: If you receive an e-mail entitled ‘paedophile
alert in your area’ or ‘sex offender map of your area’ from
Neighbourhood Watch do not click on the link as it is fraudulent.
If you receive the e-mail please report it to Action Fraud. 

Council tax ‘scam: Chipping Norton residents are being
warned to guard against bogus callers telling them their council
tax bands maybe too high. Several residents have told WODC
saying callers from the ‘Claims Review Bureau’ have contacted
them offering to get tax reductions for a fee of about £80.
Genuine help with council tax can be obtained from the
District Valuation Office on 03000 501 501. To report any
suspected scam, contact Oxfordshire County Council Trading
Standards on 0845 051 0845.

Thursday 6th April, 2pm - 8pm
at

Chipping Norton Town Hall
FREE crime prevention and neighbourhood watch event

where members of your local neighbourhood police team
will be offering help and advice on how to protect your

property and valuables

It will be a great opportunity to:
- Meet members of your local neighbourhood police team
- Get your tools and gardening equipment security marked

- Get crime prevention advice and support
- Purchase police approved security devices

- Get your bicycles security registered
- 'Have your say'

Oxfordshire County Council will also be sending
representatives from the Fire Service, Trading Standards
and Emergency Planning to offer information and advice

on fire and home safety

See how our Neighbourhood Watch can make a difference to
our community. We look forward to seeing you there...

CN Neighbourhood Watch

Action & Awareness Day

Neighbourhood police and community safety
This month’s news from police, WODC and local press.

The first customer through the door was
Kate Thomas pictured above

Pictured at the cheque presentation are (l-r) Matthew Wheeler
(Post Office), Joyce Taylor (Highlands), Adam Quinton (Co-op

Store Manager), Stewart Howe (Co-op Community
Ambassador)
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A warm welcome with Adam Henson
On 26 January I was able to visit the newly opened
Penhurst Gardens
Care Home for the
first, of which I hope
will be many, of their
exclusive events.
Arriving for coffee and
delicious homemade
biscuits, we were
welcomed by the staff
and progressed to the
dining room for an
entertaining and often
very funny talk by
Adam Henson. Adam
has lived in the
Cotswolds for most of
his life and told us all about his upbringing in the farming
community, how his father started the Cotswold Farm Park,
and the ways he has expanded it into what it is today. He is
passionate about the countryside, protecting old breeds of
farm animals and farming in general. He also spoke about

Countryfile, for which he is probably best known, and other
media activities he is, and has been, involved in. The talk,
followed by a lengthy and lively question and answer
session, was enjoyed by about seventy people most of
whom are local to Chipping Norton. 

Latest of ten luxury-style homes
The talk was followed by a very tasty, chef-prepared lunch and
then we were free to look around. Porthaven, the company
running the home, opened their first home in Cheshire in
2010. Since then it has opened ten more and Penhurst
Gardens is the latest. (others are in places such as
Cheltenham, Buxton, Marlborough and Farnham). No expense
seems to have been spared on the luxurious furniture and
fittings. The ensuite bedrooms are beautifully appointed and
the food, if anything like our lunch, is nutritious and delicious.
The place does seem to resemble more of a luxury hotel than
a care home and as such could be said to lack a homely
atmosphere but with activity rooms, gardens, a hair salon and
other amenities, one certainly would not get bored.

Meeting wide range of needs
Manager of the home, Matthew Berry, said ‘inviting interesting
speakers into our homes is something we do not only for the
benefit of our residents and their families but also to welcome
the local community through our doors. Chipping Norton has
a strong sense of community and we want very much for our
residents to remain part of that community’. The home caters
for a wide variety of needs from basic care through to full time
nursing care and has full facilities for dementia sufferers. The
Care Home says that respect and dignity are two of the
overriding priorities in the care of their residents.

Sue Hadland

At the time of writing, the Care Home (pictured above) had
welcomed around eight new residents since its December
opening, with one or two new people moving in each week.
Chippy’s established care homes such as Henry Cornish, Beech
Haven and Southerndown report being very busy, and there are
likely to be more care homes and assisted living accommodation
on the way as demand increases. See page 10 of this issue for a full
article on this growth and need.  

An enjoyable day at Penhurst Gardens
In December, private company Porthaven Care Homes opened their newest care home with 58 private
rooms at Penhurst Gardens down New Street. It sits alongside the new Beechcroft home development
for the over 55s of 44 houses and apartments. Newsteam member Sue Hadland visited the new care
home in January, for a special event and lunch with new residents, visitors and guest speaker and local

farmer, Countryfile’s Adam Henson

One of the residents and their family
with Adam Henson 
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Take your Mum out for tea
Last year I was fortunate enough to stay at
The Angel Hotel in Abergavenny. This beautiful
old building situated in the middle of town is
very famous for its teas. The wonderfully
restored drawing room has been transformed
into a sophisticated tea room where 80
guests come every day to enjoy the
experience. Pristine white table cloths,
elegant china and tiered cakestands make it a
popular venue for many different
celebrations. It got me thinking. Usually
Mother’s Day means going out for a traditional roast dinner.
Why not take Mum out for tea instead? 

With this in mind I went to visit Victoria Wills, owner of
the Chipping Norton Tea Set to find out more about her, the
business and see if they cater for Mother’s Day. Vicky was
born, brought up and educated in Chipping Norton so is a
true local girl. For twenty years she ran her own book-
keeping business but that all changed when she asked her
daughter how she would like to celebrate her eighteenth
birthday. The answer was an elegant tea party in a marquee in
the garden. This posed a few problems. Firstly, her birthday
was in January but, luckily, a relative owned a marquee
company and had plenty of heaters so that obstacle was
overcome. Secondly, although Vicky loved cooking, it was a tall
order to provide all the food but she decided to have a go. 

The event was a great
success and Vicky decided it was
something she would like to do
as a living; a complete turn in
career and an enormous
challenge. To start off with, she
just did outside catering for
weddings, birthdays and
anniversaries but, before long, she
was busy enough to take on an
industrial unit in Chippy.  By
raiding Ebay and similar sites she
has built up a vast collection of

vintage china which enhances all her tables. A year ago she
opened The Tea Set where one can enjoy a variety of leaf teas
served in dainty teacups with china teapots and even your
own tea strainer. Home made cakes, scones and full afternoon

teas are served and, this month, she
opens her second Tea Set in Broadway.
So, consider taking Mum out for tea
on Mother’s Day. Booking is essential
and many hotels in the Cotswolds,
especially in Burford, offer this
service.

A delicious tea at home
Here’s how to do it. 
Firstly, the SANDWICHES. Always
use fresh medium sliced bread. Make

sure that your sandwich has some moisture in it so it binds
together and does not fall apart on the plate. Good fillings are
smoked salmon and crème fraiche, grated cheese and pickle,
ham & cream cheese and egg mayonnaise. Don’t forget to cut
the crusts off and arrange on a plate and garnish with cress.

Next, the SCONES. Here is a simple recipe: 1lb self raising
flour; 2tsp baking powder; 3oz soft butter or margarine; 2oz

caster sugar; 2 eggs; a
little milk. Rub the
butter into the flour
and baking powder,
stir in the sugar.
Break the eggs into a
measuring jug and
beat with a fork then
make up to about

7floz with milk. Gradually add to the flour mixture until you
have a soft dough. Roll dough out on a floured surface to
about half an inch thick and cut out into rounds either with a
cutter or glass. Bake at 200 degrees for about 10 minutes until
golden brown.  Serve with strawberry jam and clotted or
whipped cream.

Lastly, a yummy LEMON DRIZZLE CAKE. This recipe is so
simple and easy to make.
Line a 7inch cake tin with
greaseproof paper. Firstly
take two lemons. Grate
the rind and extract the
juice keeping the juice on
one side. In a large bowl
put 8oz soft margarine,
8oz caster sugar, 10 oz
self raising flour, 2tsp baking powder, 4 eggs, 4 tbs of milk and
the lemon rind. Now with an electric whisk combine all these
ingredients until they become a smooth batter. Put into a
preheated oven at 160 degrees for about 35 to 40 minutes.
When a skewer or knife is put into the cake it should come
out clea;, then the cake is done. Meanwhile mix 8oz icing
sugar with the lemon juice. As soon as the cake comes out of
the oven pour the juice over and let it soak in while the cake
cools and then take it out of the tin. DELICIOUS!!

So you have a choice: Either take Mum out for tea or,
better still, make her your own. Bon Appetit!

Mother’s Day Treats
It’s Mother’s Day on Sunday 26 March. The Newsteam’s Sue Hadland investigates The Tea Set in

Chipping Norton as a suitable venue and suggests some recipes to make your mum a delicious

tea at home.

Styling & image: Cristina Colli 
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105th CN
Music Festival 
3–18 March

Spotlight on the Adjudicators
As well as the Festival's extensive programme, its success is
due to the work of the much valued, professional adjudicators
who give their expertise and advice to the participants. Two
of them are mentioned here but you can read about all of
them on the CNMF website. 

Craig Ogden: As well as performing in
concert in the evening of 12 March,
Craig will be adjudicating throughout
the day, offering valued advice to the
young guitarists performing in classes
from Beginners to Diploma standard.
Craig is one of the most exciting
guitarists of his generation who, in 2004,
became the youngest instrumentalist to
receive a Fellowship from the Royal Northern College of
Music where he is now Principal Lecturer in Guitar. Craig’s
recordings have received wide acclaim, and BBC Music
Magazine dubbed him ‘a worthy successor to Julian Bream’.
Craig Ogden Guitar Recital 7.30pm 12 March Town Hall
(tickets £12).

Anthony Williams: The CNMF's
President, is the adjudicator for Piano
and welcomes an audience to the Piano
Master Classes on Thursday 16 March
with a session at 5pm for younger
players and another at 7.30pm. Price
£2.50 (free for Festival Friends). Also
there are 22 piano classes from

Thursday 16 to Saturday 18 March with a chance to hear local
pianists play on the Steinway grand and hear words of wisdom
from Anthony who is a leading teacher and author on the art
of piano teaching. 

There are classes in music and drama for all ages,
individuals and groups ranging from piano, voice, and
composition through to verse-speaking; the public are
welcome to attend. Listening and watching the performances

and adjudications is really enjoyable. (Cost is £1.50/day or £5
for all classes and the Children's Workshop Presentation).

The Festival concludes with the Festival Concert,
showcasing local talent from the 105th Festival, and its
organisers very much welcome an audience to enjoy the
evening. 7.30pm Saturday 18 March in the Town Hall. (tickets
£5 – free to Festival Friends). Sadly, the popular Youth Jazz
Band Challenge scheduled for 3 March, has had to be
cancelled this year. The CNMF is looking for a new Artist in
Residence – see Letters page 34. Visit www.cnmf.org.uk for
more information and tickets, which are also available from
Jaffé & Neale. 

The Theatre
No Finer Life
Graham Harvey, for 20 years the Agricultural Story Editor of
The Archers and writer of more than 600 episodes, brings to the
stage the true tale of an unlikely Cotswold hero and an
enduring romance. This live theatre production is on for two
nights, Monday 27 and Tuesday 28 March, at 7.45pm. Based on
the book The Farm Ladder by George Henderson, inspired by
his experience of setting up a farm in the twenties in Enstone,
near Chipping Norton, No Finer Life is rich in tradition and full
of vivid characters. This is no nostalgic, bucolic ramble. This is
Elizabeth’s story... What inspires a young Somerset land girl to
set off in search of a best-selling author in the darkest days of
war? No Finer Life reflects that the love of the countryside, the
need to protect it and issues of national identity, are timeless.

Desert Island Books
Flock Comedy (whose
Comedy Night at the Town
Hall is featured over the page)
are sponsoring Desert Island
Books, a ‘taster’ for the
ChipLitFest. Armando Iannucci
(pictured) is in conversation
with Will Gompertz on 6 April
at 7.45pm at The Theatre.
Tickets £12, on sale at the
Theatre Box Office: 642350,

KWISIQITHI
A photographic exhibition of Robben Island by
Oxfordshire-based South African artist Petre Smith.
This exhibition, exploring Robben Island in South Africa,
where Nelson Mandela was held prisoner during Apartheid,
will visit the Theatre Gallery in May to run alongside The
Theatre’s latest ‘homegrown’ production of The Island
directed by The Theatre’s John Terry. 

Petre Smith is a South African photographer now living in
Oxfordshire who, having spent childhood holidays on Robben
Island, where his father was in the prison service, can give a
unique insight into the place and the people behind the play.
Kwisiqithi is the Xhosa word for ‘The Island’. Xhosa is the
language in which Nelson Mandela and the freedom fighters
debated and designed the first draft constitution for a free

www.chippingnortontheatre.com.

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

DO SOMETHING
BOOKISH

for
World Book Day
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South Africa whilst taking respite from the rigours of prison
labour in the hazardous chalk mine.

Petre Smith said, ‘During my innocent days as a child,
Robben Island was a place I associated with long summer
holidays. I still hold those warm and joyous memories of my
family holidays on Robben Island. Those days are gone now
but the island remains, a powerful metaphor of the rudder of
perception and man’s ability to instil a dark and ominous soul
to an island, a shadow locked away at the bottom of the earth.
Through my series of photos, I tried to capture that dark,
ever-present sense of despair and literal apartheid because of
being different, misunderstood or oppressed.’ 

This exhibition is part of Oxfordshire Artweeks and runs
from 9–21 May.

Other local events & news
Local writer, M S Clary,
having previously won first
prize in three short story
competitions (Deddington
Arts, George Hummer and
Chipping Norton Times), has
now published her first
novel, entitled A Spell in
France. This is a
psychological thriller in

three parts set in Nice and London and is available as an
eBook. More information on www.msclary.t15.org.

No more Chippy Jazz? Sadly, the organisers are no longer
able to run our lively September Jazz Festival, so much
enjoyed and appreciated by so many. Please reader, don’t let
this musical feast fade away. See letters page.

Live theatre at Churchill Village Hall Saturday 4 March,
7.30pm. Hearts of Oak Theatre Company presents Hitting the
Wall by Matthew Warburton. Tickets: £15, include wine and
canapés served at 7.30 before the performance. More
information on 658092 or email jumble1@gotadsl.co.uk.

Twelfth Century MS Giant Bibles is the March lecture by
Christopher de Hamel for the Cotswold Decorative & Fine
Arts Society. These giant illuminated manuscript Bibles are
among the most spectacular works of art of the Middle Ages.

Dr de Hamel looks at the grandest three, explaining how they
were made and who made them, and talks about a startling
new discovery revealing the original patron of the Lambeth
Bible. 11am-noon on Wednesday 8 March, preceded by the
Society’s AGM at 10.30am. Non-members are welcome
(suggested donation £10). Bradwell Village Hall, Burford OX18
4XF. For more information visit www.cotswolddfas.org.uk.

North Cotswold Arts Association Wednesday 8 March:
Melanie Cambridge: Getting a harmonious effect in oils – colours
in the landscape. (Non-members £5, includes tea.) All welcome
at Broadwell Village Hall, 2-4pm. Then on Saturday 18 March,
10am-4pm: Jill Jarvis: How to create a personal sketchbook.
NCAA is looking for a new treasurer and more help with the
Summer Exhibition. Without more assistance the group could
fold. Can you help? To book a workshop or for more details
contact Sandi: 01451 822550.

Wychwood Chorale concert ~ Perfect Day directed by
Bernard West, Saturday 25 March, 7.30pm, St John the
Evangelist Church, Little Tew, OX7 4JB. Music from Handel and
Haydn to Lou Reed and Louis Armstrong. Free admission and
refreshments. There will be a voluntary collection in aid of the
Church and SSNAP (Sick Newborn & their Parents). 

Flock Comedy Friday 31 March in
the Town Hall. An evening of stand-
up comedy with three professional
comedians. Headlining is Kockov
(pictured), whose award-winning act
combines magic, mind-reading and
stand-up comedy to brilliant effect.
He is ably supported by Phil Read
and Tom Glover. Tom has a knack of
winning over any crowd with his
tales of life on the outside. Phil has
experienced and seen things that
should never be spoken of but that
isn’t going to stop him sharing his
stories with you! Ken Norman, Flock Comedy’s Head
Shepherd, who lives in Chipping Norton, says, ‘We bring to
the Cotswolds professional comedians, all regulars on the UK
comedy circuit, to entertain the audience’. Tickets are £12.50
in advance from Fibreworks in Middle Row or Jaffé & Neale
or (for a booking fee) from www.flockcomedy.com.

The Nortonians Amateur Dramatic Society:
happenings! Our production of A Christmas Carol in Sixty
Minutes or Less played to a full house in the Parish Rooms on
17 November 2016. It was a great curtain-raiser to the
Christmas season. The audience was treated to a faithful
retelling of Dickens’ favourite tale by only five of the
Nortonians. They were ably led by Martin Hannant as a very
believable Scrooge who got redemption from his miserly
antisocial ways by Andrew Pitman, Beverly Digwood and Paul
Lovick playing all the other parts. Sian O’Neil narrated the
story. The audience was treated to mulled wine and mince
pies to complete the festive atmosphere.

Saturday 1 April sees our Spring production return to the
Town Hall. We have chosen a spine-tingling play called The
Ghosts of Halfway House by Richard James. This is a thought-
provoking supernatural tale with a slow burn until its
dramatic final twist! Simon and Daphne are looking round an
old house with Simon’s Mother in tow. They aren’t convinced
it’s the right place for them and Mr Godley, the Estate Agent,
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is a little unusual. They’re in for quite an evening before they
find out more than they expected about the house and its
history. Tickets £8, to include light refreshments, will be on
sale from Monday 13 March from Jaffé & Neale and
www.wegottickets.com. Further information: 01993 830930.

Andrew Pitman

Sunday Tea Concerts with CRAG (Charlbury Refugee
Action Group) 
2 April: Jenny Larson and Friends. Charlbury-born singer-
songwriter Jenny Larsen presents a selection of her most
recent compositions backed by a vocal group of local singers.
4 June: Brahms’ Liebeslieder Waltzes and Songs of Summer. Giles
Dawson will be joined by pianists Emma Lowe and Peter
Foster and seven singers. 
Both concerts: 3pm, The Memorial Hall, Charlbury. Tickets
£10 (under 16, £5) including tea and cake. Tickets from
Charlbury PO and Cotswold Frames or on the door. To
reserve tickets call 01608 811558.

CN Choral Society ~ Let My People Go, an evening of
music inspired by gospel songs & spirituals. Conducted by Peter
Hunt and accompanied by Bernard West. Saturday 8 April, St
Mary’s Church, Adderbury Tickets £13 in advance from Jaffé &
Neale or choir members, £15 on the door. U14s free.

ChipLitFest 27-30 April
Details: www.chiplitfest.com
and April issue Chippy News

Tickets and programmes available from
The Theatre Box Office from 6 March

Kingham Singers ~ Great Songs from the Silver
Screen 1 April 7.30 Kingham Primary School. Much loved
music, fun readings, refreshements & good company Tickets
£6 from 658647. In aid of Lights Up. 

Burford Singers  ~ Handel’s
Messiah with the Cotswold
Chamber Orchestra, leader, Kate
Bailey. Soprano: Robyn Allegra Parton,
Mezzo Soprano: Angharrad Lyddon,
Tenor: James Oxley, Bass: Jon Stainsby,
Conductor: Brian Kay. Sunday 9 April,
7.30pm, Church of St John the Baptist,
Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY.
The reserved £23 tickets are sold out
but other tickets are available: postal booking or by phone
(from 6 March on 01993 822412) or in person (from 20
March) at The Madhatter Bookshop, 122 High Street, Burford
OX18 4QJ. For full details see www.burfordsingers.org.uk.

CHAOS ~ Kiss Me Kate CN  Amateur Operatic Society is
well into rehearsal for their next production, which runs from,
25 to 27 May. Well known songs, include Another opening,
another show, It’s too darn hot,  Wunderbar and I hate men.
Chaos stalwarts Arthur Taylor and Diana Dodd play the lead
parts, ably supported by Kieran Keeble, Fiona Bates, Debbie
Radley, Martin Hannant, Dave Court and many more. The
show is directed once again by Pat Lake with Cristin Russ as
musical director. Choreography is in the very capable hands of
Fiona Bates. Always popular, get your tickets NOW from The
Theatre Box Office (642350).

Moonrakers at St Mary’s Church 
Come along to St Mary's Church in Chipping Norton on
Saturday 18 March at 7.30pm to hear a wonderful return
concert by Moonrakers, for the Friends of St Mary’s
Church. Tickets are £12 (£10 members) from Jaffé &
Neale, The Church Office (646202), Jo Graves (643976,
jograves46@aol.com) or on the door in aid of The
Friends of St Mary’s Church. 

Moonrakers is an Oxford-based group of four musicians,
some from a classical and some from a folk background.
Material is largely from the Irish, Scottish, Welsh and
English traditions, reflecting a love of traditional tunes and
contemporary songs. Jon Bennett has composed several
of the tunes and songs, and says, ‘We have our own unique
arrangements, weaving a tapestry of acoustic sounds
around the harp, stringed instruments and whistles. These
are tunes and songs both old and new given an entirely
fresh appraisal − and our audiences love it!’ Eleanor
Dunsdon’s Celtic harp is the centre piece of the group,
complemented with Liz van Santen’s superb fiddle, and
Jon’s bouzouki, guitar, whistles and bodhran. The warm
vocals of Sarah Fell combine with Jon’s rich baritone. 

Jo Graves
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Judges decide Town Sports Awards
Chipping Norton’s Town Sports Awards

were presented on 24 February – before
this issue came out so there will be a full
report on the winners next month. The
volunteer judges, with backgrounds in
motorsport, football and the leisure

industry, met in early February for what
organiser Graham Beacham described as one

of the nicest and shortest meetings of the year. The winners
were chosen with little disagreement, following the
Recreation Committee’s wish for the Judges to focus
particularly on sporting achievements during this last year, and
Graham thanked them for their efforts. There was concern

that a judge had been challenged about the choice of award
winners at a previous ceremony and the judges did stress that,
even with good candidates, there needed to be sufficient
information on the nomination forms about the sports the
candidates had participated in and details of tournaments they
had won, to justify making  the awards. Thanks go to the Town
Council for their support and to Better at the Leisure Centre
for sponsoring the medals for the Olympic Legacy Awards.

Cricket
Youth Report: In the second game of the U13s Indoor
League Chipping Norton batted first against Stonesfield. Joe
Weaver and Harry Johnston showed they had learnt from the
previous game with some fine batting and excellent running
to take the score well past 50. Their stand was eventually
broken when Joe was run out for 24 from a direct hit. Laurie
Husband came in and the pair took the score to a very
competitive 98-1 off Chipping Norton's 10 overs. Frank
Foakes and Max Walsh opened the bowling and maintained
the pressure, showing huge improvement since their first
outing. Joe Weaver claimed a wicket first ball and consistently
pegged back the opposition batsman. Special mention should
go to wicketkeeper and captain Lottie Oxton who
manoeuvred the bowlers well and became the first player to
skipper an U13 indoor victory, as Stonesfield closed on 73-2
giving Chipping Norton a 25 run win. Well done to all!

Reminder: Club Registration Day 18 March 10am- 4pm at
the Banbury Road Clubhouse. 

Enquiries to Youth Coordinator, Sue Powell 01295
721523, email-bloxhamsue@aol.com. 

Indoor Cricket Promotion: Our indoor team recently
secured promotion to Division One of the Banbury Indoor

Cricket League. They were runners up in Division Two,
narrowly missing out on the title in the last round of matches.
Well done to them all.

New Outdoor Season: Following the AGM and first
committee meeting of the year, we now start planning for the
new season with indoor practice, a working day on the
ground and Registration Day on 18 March. If you want to join
us, contact our recruiting officer Rik Yapp at rik.yapp@bt.com

Formula Vintage motor racing 
The Vintage Sports-Car Club based in the
Old Post Office in West Street has
sent information about Formula
Vintage, the new name for the
Club’s racing programme. The
Club’s first Race Meeting was in
1937 at Donington Park, and since
then has established itself as one of the
world’s leading organisers of Pre-war and
Historic Club racing. This year Formula Vintage will visit five
famous British circuits, with the first Meeting at Silverstone on
22 and 23 April. A regular programme of six Pre-war and
Historic trophy races will top the bill at each meeting.  With
a chance to see Club’s prestigious trophy collections
celebrating such British Racing legends as Mike Hawthorn and
Richard Seaman plus free spectator access to the paddock,
where you can get up close to drivers and their historic
machinery, and plenty of other off-track entertainment,
Formula Vintage promises a truly special day out for all the
family. For details of all the Club’s activities  visit
www.vscc.co.uk/page/events .

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer

quality

products 

at

competitive

rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens

Judges left to right: Dave Salmon, Pam Radley, Stuart Turner
and Matthew Stevenson.
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4 Shires Swimming Club
Focus remains on the Oxon and North Bucks County
Championships with the first main weekend, at the beginning
of February when six swimmers got into final races. This puts

them in the top 8 swimmers for their
age group in the County! Emma
Andrews (pictured left) competing in
the 10-11 age group, managed two
silvers and a bronze in her first ever
County Cham-
pionship. Matt
E d m o n d s
(pictured right)
also competing
in this age
group, finished

in the top 8 in two races.
Congratulations to our other finalists
Ellie Lawrence, Adam Nash, Laura
Tolley and Rebecca Hoadley. There
were also two brilliant team
performances from the girls in the 200 free relay competition
knocking 3 seconds off their entry times. Ellie Lawrence,
Laura Tolley, Alex Smith and Rebecca Hoadley formed the A
team, while in B were Shae Wallis, Leah Hawtin, Freya Moody
and Kate Edgerton. Good luck to all our swimmers in future
competitions. 

The club had good trial sessions in January welcoming
eight new swimmers. If you are interested in taking your
swimming to another level email membership@4SSC.co.uk.
We run trial sessions most Saturday mornings. 

Philippa Upton

Football
Chipping Norton Town Football Club: Games have been
few and far between for the Magpies, with weather taking its
toll on local pitches. On 7 January, Chippy suffered a 3-1
defeat to Hanborough in the Junior Shield, Andrew Helby
providing the consolation goal. This was followed on the 14th
with an embarrassing 8-0 defeat by lowly Minster Lovell – a
low point in a topsy turvey season. Town started February
brightly beating Eynsham SSC 3 – 2 on the 4th with one goal
from Josh Hunt and a brace from Yusuf Okunade.

Dominic Rickard

CN Town Swifts Under 7s: After a successful away trip to
Garden City at the beginning of February, the U7s have two
friendly matches when we hope to try out some new ideas
and positions and play a new recruit.

Under 8s were geared up for a full fixture list this year but
the cold and frost put a dent in our plans. Hopefully we will
get back to the schedule again now that the weather is
improving. We decided to have smaller squads to give
everyone equal playing time as the players improve with
regular pitch time and we are very pleased with their
progress – they’re having fun and enjoy playing football. 

Under 9s: Thanks to longstanding Swifts’ supporters, the
Old Mill Coffee Shop, which has very kindly sponsored the
new U9s kit which the boys will be proudly wearing soon. The
team has reached the quarter finals of the Cup and is still
unbeaten in the League this season and getting better each
week. 

Under 12s: a difficult start to 2017, with a couple of
unfortunate defeats. There are still  five games to go in the

League, before their focus will switch to friendlies, preparing
for their transition into 11v11 football next season.

Under 13s have undergone an incredible transformation
starting 2017 with a 2-1 win over 2nd place Bicester Town
backed up by a stunning 5-1 victory over Carterton. They
have now won five games, doubling their tally of wins over 4
years, and are mounting a serious challenge for promotion –
just 7 points off of 2nd place, with FOUR games in hand.

Martyn Walsh

Chad Whites Under 15s: They have played a couple of
games recently, on difficult, wet and frosty pitches. Results
have included a draw with Launton, and defeats against
Charlbury and Tower Hill (Witney). Their manager Seymour
Mincer and some of the team live in the town. They clearly
enjoy their football plus the added bonus of various
interesting trips Seymour has organised for them.

Graham Beacham

Sport in brief:
Local racing driver, sports all rounder and former Town
Sports Awards judge Alice Powell reports: ’Sadly I did not
make it through to the final trial to make the Team GB Boxing
team!! Made it through the first two stages but not to the final
one. Still playing hockey at Reading and I am still coaching
racing drivers and with Susie Wolff ’s Dare to Be Different
scheme, which encourages girls into motorsport. I still do my
fitness training at Renault sport F1 and have been doing some
testing for the electric GT series.’ 

Local racehorse trainer Charlie Longsdon continues to
train winners. One of the latest was Forth Bridge, owned by
the Queen. This is the second of the Queen’s horses Charlie
has trained. Forth Bridge could go on to race at the
prestigious Cheltenham Festival. A win at that meeting would
certainly be a feather in his cap!

The Rugby Club will be hosting the County Under 7s & 8s
Rugby Festival at Greystones on Sunday 23 April. These
festivals are prestigious for the Club and raise considerable
amounts of money but they demand a great deal of hard
work. If you could help with sponsorship, raffle prizes, catering
or car parking, please contact the Club with any offers by
emailing:  chippingnortonrugby@gmail.com

Graham Beacham

Swifts U12s soon to focus on the transition to 11 a side football
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FEATURING THE SCOUTS

New Scout hut needs major funding 
Chipping Norton’s local well-used Scout hut has needed to be
replaced for many years. Finally the funding to start building a

new hut has
been made
available but we
still need to
raise funds to
ensure the
building is
completed. We
have been
homeless since
September as
the Town

Council decided that the hut was unfit for use and the picture
here shows it being demolished.

The Town Mayor, Mike Tysoe, has been extremely
supportive for our cause; he ensured that we secured Section
106 money from the new Bellway development. We also have
a loan from the Scout Association of £55,000, which will need
to be re-paid over 10 years. A land lease has been signed by
our committee and we are going to build a new headquarters
behind the Bowls Club at Greystones. The Rugby and Bowls
Clubs will benefit from extended parking on the site of the
old hut and the general community will gain another venue
for events. However, we still need some charitable assistance
to help repay the loan and allow us to complete the building
and fit it out.

Scouting growing and thriving
Nationally Scouting is
growing and Chipping
Norton is no different.
We currently have over
100 young people and
adult volunteers. There
are two Beaver colonies,
one Cub pack, Scouts
and Explorer Scouts
(covering ages 6-18). A
new hut would enable us
to open another Cub
pack and eventually,
another Scout group to
help with the waiting list. Hence, we need a permanent
dedicated home for our meetings and in which to keep our
equipment.

Scouting is for girls and boys from all backgrounds. The
leaders offer challenging, adventurous and fun activities
throughout the year. These include climbing, hiking, sailing,
kayaking and working towards Challenge and Interest badges
including such skills as first aid and survival. Chippy Scouting
has enabled local young people to experience international
camps in Japan and Holland as well as lots of camping nearer
home. We also help the community – you may have seen us
putting up Christmas trees, delivering Church Christmas
cards, helping out at the Town Festival and singing carols for
elderly people. We find children’s confidence and team
working skills grow through their Scouting experiences. You

may also have seen in the media recently that ex-Scouts have
fewer adult mental health issues.

Help us raise the money
Over the next few months we plan to do our best to raise
funds. Plans include sponsored events, supermarket bag
packing and helping at the Mayor’s casino evening (see
article).Watch this space for more fundraisers! If you feel you
or your family or friends have benefited from Scouting or you
think your children or grandchildren might do – or if you just
think we are a good thing – please help us keep Scouting going
in Chippy. 

Donations can be sent via the justgiving website
https://www.justgiving.com/chippingnorton-scoutgroup or
directly to the treasurer Anne Bushen, 2 Chalford Park
Cottages, Oxford Road, Chipping Norton OX7 5QR (with
cheques made payable to 6th Chipping Norton Scout Group
with your contact details so she can send you a receipt). 

If you have building, plumbing, decorating, electrical or
fundraising skills and can help, would like further information
or have any good fundraising suggestions please contact Andi
Robinson at andi@chippyscouts.org.uk or Cathy Elliott at
01608 643811.  

Cathy Elliott & Helen Harris on behalf of
the Scouts Committee

Major Bob a Job Needed!

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM

2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk

Proud Beavers, Cubs & Scouts with their challenge badges
at the County Awards Day

Cubs at the annual scrapheap
challenge
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Chippy Ramblers at Barton St John
This month we started at Barford St John and skirted the old
air field which is now a military transmitting station – with

fierce notices not to trespass! But we were on top of a
plateau and enjoyed good views down towards the River
Swere. The fields were full of sheep and we also saw a few
cows down by the river which was flowing fast. A lovely airy
walk with a glimmering of sunshine and the feel of spring in
the air. Many thanks to Annie Radford and her friend John for
introducing us to a new route.

Come and join us! We meet for our monthly walk on the
first Sunday of the month in the New Street car park at
1.30pm, get into 2 or 3 cars and make for the start of the
walk. We go at a leisurely pace for a couple of hours and new
members are always very welcome. More information from
Heather Leonard (643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk)
or  from me (jennyharrington@btinternet.com).

Jenny Harrington

Local History Society goes boating!
Bob Heath-Whyte gave a fascinating talk to a packed meeting
of the History Society in February entitled St Mary’s Church
Chalgrove – Painted Church. In the Chancel at Chalgrove
parish church we can see one of the most complete sets of
mediaeval wall paintings in the country dating back to about
1320. They tell two stories, of the Life of Christ and the Death
and Assumption of Mary.

The walls were lime washed over during the reign of
Edward VI and rediscovered during restoration work in 1858.
They have suffered some loss of detail and colour caused by
erosion and damp, and were extensively restored and
preserved in 2015/16. 

Do come and join us on 13 March for our AGM followed
by a talk on the The Rise and Fall of Pleasure Boating on the
Thames at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall.  

Rob Brown 

Lively local News at CNWI
Members of Chipping Norton Women’s Institute were
treated to a fascinating account of the origins and
development of the Chipping Norton News at their meeting
on 8 February. Peta Simmons concisely outlined its evolution
from early beginnings in 1976 into the flourishing publication
we see today, and by highlighting specific events and changes
in the Town through the years evoked memories for us all. An
admirable presentation, which was very much enjoyed, not
least for the opportunity to browse the many back issues
which Peta had brought along. At our next gathering on
Wednesday 8 March the past year’s activities will be reviewed

and plans for the future discussed, while several of us will also
attend Oxfordshire Federation’s Annual Council Meeting in
Oxford at the end of March. Visitors and new members are
welcome to join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm. 

Prudence Chard 642903

Springtime with CN Flower Club
Plans for future neetings include wreath-making with a
difference, our annual outing and a variety of demonstrations
– more information as the year progresses. In March our
demonstrator will be Elaine from Long Compton Flowers
with A Promise Of Spring. New members and visitors always
welcome. The meeting is on the 23rd from 7pm in the lower
Town Hall. Details from Anne 683289 or Kaye 01993 831146.

Elaine Parsons

ATC’s awards night
During January, the squadron took part in target shooting at
Kingham Hill School, where eight cadets practised using our
No. 8 rifle on a 25 metre range. We also went to the Imperial
War Museum with Witney and Bicester squadron. We greeted
the RAFA Youth team up at the squadron, where the cadets
learned how to support the RAF Association, while enjoying
some great benefits.

In February, we held our annual formal dining in and
award night, with our VIP guest Major Marchant-Wincott, to
celebrate the 76th Anniversary of the Squadron and the ATC.
The night ended with a raffle and presentation of awards.
Thanks to those who supplied prizes and congratulations to
all cadets who won an award for their achievements in 2016.
February also saw cadets continue with their training – some
gained a first aid award and communications badge while new
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cadets continued with their basic training.
We are now recruiting for cadets aged 12yrs (in year 8)

and over and looking for new staff and civilian committee
members, no prior experience needed. To find out more visit
www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org

Cath Newport

Changes at MS Society
The West Oxfordshire Group has had to
cancel its Yoga Therapy sessions at the
Health Centre due to low numbers. Those
who came found them really beneficial as

the amazing Nikki Jackson helped us to listen to our bodies
and gently exercise those parts that were struggling. I am
sorry that they cannot continue but please contact Nikki
directly (07816 786656) to see if she has any classes that
would suit you.

2pm Wednesday 29 March sees our annual review
meeting in Burwell Hall, Witney, followed by tea and cakes, all
are welcome but please let me know so we have an idea of
numbers for catering.

The MS Society is changing but its aims are still the same
– to find a cure for this life-changing condition and to provide
help to those affected by it. We have a new logo and we are
now a group; but we still organise therapy sessions in Witney,
provide means-tested grants and relevant and useful
information. Contact me if you have any questions or can
offer help in any way either as a volunteer or a donor.

My contact details are as follows: Telephone 01608
645988 or e-mail westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson

Busy times ahead for stargazers
Whilst the weather decided to try and wreak havoc with our
January and February outreach programme, sheer

determination by hardy CN Amateur Astronomy Group
members ensured that most events went ahead with the few
that were clouded out rescheduled. March sees the return of
BBC Stargazing Live on 28, 29 & 30th and CNAAG will be
holding several events in support. We begin on 4 March as
guests of the Cotswold Discovery Centre, stargazing at the
Old Prison, Northleach – contact them direct for tickets. On
the 7th we set up at Kitebrook School for a private event and
on Saturday the 25th we have our first public SGLive event at
the Rollright Stones 6-11pm, weather permitting, and we may
repeat the event on Saturday 1 April, visit www.cnaag.com for
details. On the 31st we will be stargazing at Daylesford
Organics, contact them direct for tickets. On Saturday 8 April
we plan to be in the Town Centre for solar observing during
the day and star/Moon gazing in the evening. Our outdoor
events depend on favourable weather conditions so visit our
website for updates.

CNAAG is for anyone with an interest in stars, space and
the Universe and we welcome everyone to our meetings –
just bring along your enthusiasm, the stars will do the rest.

Robin Smitten 

Over Norton WI buzzing into 2017
Over Norton WI started the year at their January meeting
with members buzzing, catching up after Christmas. They
were intrigued with the demonstration and talk given by Sue
Southern on the Secrets of Kinesiology. The WI meets at
Over Norton Village Hall on the third Thursday each month
starting promptly at 7.45pm. A very interesting programme of
entertaining and informative talks has been planned this year.
On 16 March Fibreworks will be showing tips and simple ways
to crochet, with the help of those who are already proficient,
so everyone should be able to take away a sample of their
new skill. On Thursday 20 April, Bruce Duncan’s talk is entitled
The Loan Soldier. Having heard Bruce Duncan at a WI speaker
selection day he was snapped up to speak to us. His book
summarises the adventures of a British Army family who
served in eight different countries outside the UK. His tale is
one of courage, family, determination, tragedy and the
inspiring power of the human spirit to overcome adversity. 

Visitors from other WIs are always most welcome as are
any other ladies who would like to come along to join us.

Frances Buckel

CNAAG display at Dept of Astrophysics, Oxford University in
January – photo: Mel Gigg
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the train before entering a tunnel and board again at the
other end! 7 March sees the return of ‘Coventry Kid’ Chris
Youett, together with his running mate, Dave. The banter
between them is highly amusing! His talk is entitled ‘The
Midland & Great Northern Railway’. 

As the lighter nights return, do come along and join us
on the first Tuesday of the month, for an evening of Steam
nostalgia. Meetings are held in the Town Hall, beginning at
7.30pm. You can meet new friends and enjoy a free cup of
tea or coffee and biscuits in the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586

New members join Lions Club
A fairly quiet year so far, with the exception of a Club dinner
evening at Whistlers restaurant when we enrolled two new
members but regrettably had to say farewell to a member
moving away to Banbury. As always if you are interested in
finding out more about us, please visit
www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk.

Our fundraising year is about to start in earnest. We will
be holding a Bingo Night on 7 April in the Town Hall so keep
your eyes open for details. And of course Easter would not be
the same without our Easter Egg raffles in various hostelries
and shops in and around town. All monies raised go to our
charity account and allow us to provide help to the less
fortunate. If you know of someone, or a group, that might be
in need of help please contact us. As examples we have
recently given financial assistance to an artist to facilitate
participation in Oxfordshire Art Week and provided another
of our mobility scooters to a disabled person in a local village.

John Roxby
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Scouting around and about 
Riverside Beavers This term the Beavers are working
towards the Team Work challenge. They played a team game
which involved walking on chairs which they found amazing.
They are getting excited about the forthcoming county camp
– OxJam – and a trip to Gulliver’s Land in Milton Keynes.
Which ride will be the scariest?

Cubs have been making balloon-powered cars out of
cardboard and investigating how plants take up water, as they
continue to work towards the Scientist activity badge. A fun
evening was spent working out the ingredients for pancakes
and dreaming up of toppings to go on them. Cubs then had a
trip to the Co-op to price it up, they all managed to stay
within the £10 budget for a pancake party for four.

Scouts have
completed their
Mechanics Activity
badge at Middle
Brookend Farm,
learning how to
change tyres, check
oil and water and the
requirements for
keeping a car on the
road in good legal
condition. They are
currently doing
Fitball and Yoga as
part of their Skills

Challenge badge. Five intrepid scouts attended District
Winter Camp at the end of January and all gained their Circus
Skills Activity Badge (including unicycling – pictured above).
Two teams are competing at the upcoming Scouts district
swimming gala for Chippy.

Explorers go to Ice Camp Five Chippy Explorer Scouts
and two leaders recently attended Ice Camp in Birmingham.
They were the only Oxfordshire representatives among 500
Explorers, Scouts and Guides from all over the country.
Activities included climbing, zip-wiring, bushcraft, axe
throwing, silent disco and laser quest. When the team woke
up on Sunday morning they found their tents surrounded by
a severe frost but they kept warm round a very large fire.

Railway Club steam ahead
No meeting in January and we met again for the new season
at the Annual General Meeting on 7 February. A good
attendance for an interesting AGM. We do pretty well for
numbers, especially as Chippy has no Railway (Shame!) The
Committee were re-elected and outings discussed – in May to
the West Somerset Railway in Minehead and September to
Peak Rail in Matlock. Richard Stow has yet again produced an
interesting programme of speakers for 2017. Treasurer, Ken
Treadaway assured us we are still solvent! 

This was followed by an illustrated talk from Rees Jenkins,
an ex-railwayman, whose subject was ‘Working the Royal
Train in the South West’. Rees was the Station Master at Truro
for a time and well used to readying the Station for Royal
Visits, red carpet etc. Good slides of early Royal trains too.
Apparently Queen Victoria did not care for rail travel, unlike
Prince Albert who was quite passionate about the new steam
trains. She also hated tunnels and was known to alight from
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Chipping Norton Rotary Club
Take part in our Swim-a-Fun On Saturday 1 April at the
Leisure Centre. If you like swimming and also like raising
money for charity this is the event for you. An entry fee of £5
will allow you to join a team and have the use of a lane for an
hour. Your sponsors can donate online via Virgin Giving – and
half of your sponsorship can go to a charity of your choice
while the rest will go to support the Lawrence Home Nursing
Team, the End Polio Now Initiative and Rotary Charities. For
details and to sign up visit www.chippyswim.com.

Youth Speaks results The first, local round of this
competition in November was a success for Chipping Norton
School whose teams won both the Senior and Junior sections.
Despite outstanding presentations both teams were beaten
(by Abingdon School and Wantage respectively) in second
stage (Zone Final) in February. All the speakers were a credit
to CNS and were very unlucky not to have made it to the
next round.

Rotary Race Night has a new format this year on Friday
17 March at the Crown & Cushion, with the first of eight
races at 7.30pm, with a 2-course meal in the middle. Entry is
£15, minimum bet is £1 and all profits will go to the Chippy
Shuttle Bus, the End Polio Now campaign and Rotary
charities. See advert on p8 for more details of this event.

Simon Hamilton

Amnesty: The Year Ahead
Our February meeting concentrated on our plans for the year
ahead. At the end of this month we will be having a brief meeting
with our new MP, Robert Courts, where we hope to be able to
find out his views on topics as Human Rights in the light of

Brexit, or unaccompanied refugee children. During the year we
are also having workshops on Saudi Arabia and the Bill of Rights.
One of our more local fundraising events will be a Book Sale/Tea
in the Lower Town Hall on 20 May during Art Weeks.

Meanwhile our next monthly meeting is on Thursday, 9
March at 7.30pm in the Lower Town Hall. Do come and join
us. For further details contact Barbara Walters (643750).

Danish Greeks and Frisian riddles
We congratulate Frances
Miller, our new
Commodore, as she takes
over from Duncan
Wheatley who so
successfully led us through
the last few years. Duncan
remains a committee
member and he and his
wife Annie were made
honorary life members.

In January we enjoyed
talks from two members –
one with musical accompaniment from
singer/songwriter/sailor David Oakley. He and his wife joined
a rally organised by Dutch and German sailors of their class
of boat (Drascombe) to re-live the excitements of Erskine
Childers’ thriller The Riddle of the Sands. They trailed their
boat (pictured above) to the Netherlands and sailed the
southern North Sea islands into Germany. 

By chance Barnaby Scott was skirting those same islands
westwards, at the same time, sailing his newly bought Greek-
style sponge fishing boat Ελένη (Eleni) from Denmark, where
she was built, to Harwich. Traditional Greek fishing boats are
getting very rare as EU payments to scrap vessels are proving
too tempting to native fishermen. An exciting sail in an
unknown, home-built, boat!

We have a full and varied 2017 programme. Journalist,
author and broadcaster Tom Cunliffe returns in March. Visit
cnyc.c.uk for details and to book. If you are not a member –
why not join? You don’t need a boat, just an interest!

Roger Backhaus

Chippy Labour Party
At our AGM on 9 February, Geoff Saul was re-elected
Chairman for a further year. With a very good turnout we
filled other positions in the party.

There followed a debate on the County Council elections
and the severe damage caused to local services by continuing
cuts. We continue to campaign on the cuts to the NHS which
are now having a serious effect on the service locally. As for
the WODC Local Plan, the obvious solution to the housing
crisis is to use the land we all own to build houses people can
afford to live in, rather than letting OCC sell off Tank Farm to
the highest bidder.

At the time of writing we had a very good number of
bookings for the Quiz and Chips on 24 February.

As usual we will meet at 7.45 on the second Thursday of
February at The Chequers. Non-members are welcome. The
Constituency Party will be holding the AGM on Thursday 23
March in Chipping Norton.

For more information on our activities contact me, David
Heyes, at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

K J Millard Ltd

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!

All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.

Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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WOWI plan Distillery tour
West Oxfordshire WI
had a very enjoyable
evening in January. We
celebrated our 5th
birthday with a cake
which three of our
founder members cut!
This was followed by a
talk by Martin Streets,
from The Cotswolds
Distillery plus a Gin
(with or without tonic)
and Whisky tasting
session. A fascinating
evening where we were
glad we were walking
distance from home!!

We are now planning a tour of the Distillery itself.
February's meeting was a talk by someone who brought

along her Medical Detection Dog. March sees our AGM, when
we vote in our President and Committee followed by
refreshments. Our April meeting falls on Easter Monday so we
will meet a week later at Chipping Norton Museum, followed
by drinks at the nearby Fox. Call Hilary Dix 646228 for
details.

Dahlias, lawns and meadows ...
Around 50 members and visitors gathered in February for the
monthly meeting of the Chipping Norton Horticultural
Association.  Dennis and Robert West took us on a visual
journey in the life cycle of the Dahlia.  Father and son kept our
attention as we followed from the dormant tuber over
winter; first green shoots in spring to the wonderful displays
in autumn and how to present the flowers for garden shows.
Dennis has been a successful prize winner over the years and
Robert is following in father's footsteps.

The 15 March meeting in the Methodist Church hall at
7.30pm will be a return visit of Philip Aubrey with a
presentation Lovely lawns and flower meadows.

Members please note that the £10 membership is now
due for 2017/18 season at March/April meetings. New
members and visitors (£3) are always welcome.  More details
at www.cnha.uk or the secretary Eileen Forse, 643275.

UKIP Corner
Following our AGM little has changed in the makeup of the
local UKIP Branch. I am still Chairman, so any enquiries about
the Party should come through me, via
UKIP.ChippingNorton@Gmail.com. Unfortunately I have had
to close our website down, basically because a poorly
designed site is not informative or professional. However, we
do have a FaceBook page – search UKIP Witney after you log
in. It is well regarded within the Party, and is a good source of
information and opinion. We do not have a Twitter feed I am
glad to say! I hope that I will have a new phone number soon.
Currently my mobile is on Virgin and I am changing provider
following Sir Richard Branson's undemocratic financial
support for an organisation dedicated to overturning the
Referendum result!

May sees the anniversary of the first election in which I
stood as a candidate – an interesting educational experience!

I hope to stand again, but, as Chairman of the local Party, it is
my responsibility to lend support to the other UKIP
Candidates locally, which obviously impacts on my own
campaign, That said, I will of course run a full campaign if I am
asked and have the support of local people, who may not be
UKIP members. If you believe in Brexit, and wish to have
inject some new blood into County Hall, then I am your man.
UKIP has a ‘no whip’ policy, all our Councillors work for their
electorate, not a faceless Westminster Party Machine.

Jim Stanley

Batsford Arboretum revealed at NOOG
Batsford Arboretum,
just outside
Moreton-in-Marsh,
is now home to one
of the finest
botanical collections
in the country.
Created in the 17th

century, it was later
developed further
by Lord Redesdale
(grandfather to the
Mitford sisters). On
Wednesday 1 March,
Sue Burn will tell us the full story, through to the latest
extensive restoration in the 20th century. We shift to hands-on
vegetable and plant growing as a business on Wednesday 5
April, with a visit by David Blake, creator of Worton Organic
Garden (near Yarnton). This delightful seven-acre visitor-

CLUB NEWS

Worton Organic Garden
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friendly smallholding, where you can buy and taste the
produce in their shop and café, is where David and his wife
Anneke live and work. David will share the tale of how the
garden evolved, to become their ‘contribution towards a
healthier, fairer and more beautiful world’.

Do join us. We meet at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms,
Chipping Norton. Visitors are always welcome (visitors £3,
members £1). For enquiries about North Oxon Organic
Gardeners please contact tracylean@gmail.com, 01295
780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Beat the Blues at Chippy Folk Club
We enjoyed another uplifting, toe-tapping evening at the
Chippy Folk Club in February. Great to see several people
enjoying a pre-Folk Club meal at the Artyard Cafe (we can
recommend the food!). As ever, a varied programme
delighted the packed room. We had top twenty hits, historic
folk songs, songs in Welsh, a bit of Bob Dylan, some
accomplished blues and hauntingly beautiful tunes on the
harp and dulcimer.

There is a choice of venues for Monday 13 March – at the
Artyard Cafe as usual at 7.45 for 8pm, or at the Town Hall for
the Folk Class of the Chipping Norton Music Festival
(www.cnmf.org.uk) – whichever you choose, you’ll have a
good night!

Chippy Folk Club meets 2nd Monday of every month
Artyard Cafe, Oxford Rd, Enstone OX7 4NF. Come and play,
sing, recite or listen. £1.50 on the door.
www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk, www.artyardcafe.uk

Rachel Chai

Green Gym go to church!
We haven’t
strayed far from
Chippy in the
last month, just
visiting some of
our regular
sites. At the
churchyard we
continued to
take ivy off
graves and yew
trees and
noticed the
s n o w d r o p s

coming up (by the time you read this they should be making
a really good show). At the William Fowler wood, beyond the
allotments, we continued to cut back invasive blackthorn and
started on a new stretch of hedge by the track which needs
laying. At the Health Centre we have constructed boxes ready
for vegetables and – slightly further afield – we have
continued to cut back blackthorn in the BBOWT nature
reserve near Glyme Farm.

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning.
New members are very welcome – to get fit and enjoy good
company while caring for the local environment. There are
jobs for all ages and abilities, there’s no joining fee and lifts
may be available. Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org
or email  jennyharrington@btinternet.com. All are welcome!

Jenny Harrington 643269

Time for a tea break!!



Miss Ashton, Art Teacher at Chipping Norton School, ran
an Able Talented and Gifted workshop for 28 Year 4 & 5 CNPS
pupils based on the shape of birds and focussed specifically on

the patterns of starling murmurations. The pupils made their
own murmuration installation in the Art Department using
lots of different bird shapes. The effect was fantastic, and it
gave the children real delight and pleasure seeing their work
developing into a sweeping murmuration. Thank you so much
to Mrs Ashton, Mrs Thomas and Zuzanna, a Year 12 Art
Leader, and of course well done to everyone who took part. 

School Council news: The
School Council organised a non-
school uniform day in aid of the
local charity ‘THRIVE’. THRIVE
aims to address child poverty at
a local level in order to give
children the best chance of
breaking the poverty cycle and
achieving the best they can be. A
cheque for the  £1,426.46  we
raised was handed over and will
be used to support local children
living in desperate circumstances. 

Sports news: The Year 10 Rugby team played John Mason in
their second County Cup final in as many years at Abingdon
RFC. After a tough first half CNS were leading 15 points to 7.
With only 10 minutes left the score was 22 points to 12 to
CNS but their determination and persistence paid off with a
number of tries at the end to finish the game as winners by
51 points to 12. The boys are enjoying another fantastically
successful season.

Modern Foreign
Languages news: 76
students travelled to
Tudor Hall School to see
a German language play
especially devised for
secondary school
students. The play ‘Auf
dem Campingplatz’ was
performed by the Onatti
Theatre Company and
involved a considerable
amount of audience
participation. The

students found that although the play was entirely in German
it was very easy to understand because of the quality of the
acting. 

Chipping Norton School 
CNS excels in recent A level performance tables: The
performance tables released recently confirmed some
excellent results from sixth form students at Chipping
Norton School. The School was placed 3rd out of all state-
funded schools in the county and outperformed some private
and grammar schools both within and out of county.

Chipping Norton School’s excellent A level results means
that they lie within the top 8% of state-funded schools
nationally for value added. A value added figure of +0.19
means that students attending Chipping Norton School
performed, on average, one fifth of a grade better across all
their subjects than their counterparts nationally. 

CNPS News: We were pleased to welcome CN Partnership
Schools’ primary swimmers to the Annual Swimming Gala

which is supported by Four Shires Swimming Club and our
Year 12 Sports Leaders. The Sports Leaders worked hard,
putting into practice all of the information and technique they
have been taught during their lessons, to ensure the Gala was
well organised, safe and all the rules were adhered to. After a
very exciting gala the winners were: Small School: Enstone ~
Big Schools: Kingham ~ Overall Winners: Kingham.

Ten netball teams from CNPS primary schools competed
at the Annual Netball Tournament. Our Year 12 Sports Leaders
led the tournament and each student had their own specific
role to play. They are supported by the PE Department and
Mrs Phillips. After a hard fought tournament the winners
were: Small Schools: Enstone ~ Big Schools: St Mary’s – who
will go on to represent CNPS as the West Oxfordshire
School Sports Partnership Tournament. 

88 Year 4 & 5
CNPS primary
pupils attended an
Extra Time Science
Club. During the
five weeks, pupils
attend four
different work-
shops all designed
to show how
Forensic Science is
used to help solve
crimes. At the last
workshop the pupils used all of the skills and methods they
have learnt over the four weeks to solve a crime. We are
grateful to Mr Turvey, Miss Heath, Mr Prentice and Mr
Mavromichalis, supported by Mrs Wilcocks, Miss Lloyd and
Mrs Massey from the Science Department. 
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Chinese New Year: The whole
school celebrated Chinese New
Year, the Year of the Rooster. We
learnt about some of their
traditions. A huge thank you to
Louise and her family for sharing
their celebrations with us. They
generously donated a fortune
cookie for each child to open at
lunchtime, and a pair of chopsticks
for them to take home. Year 4’s
classroom was beautifully
decorated with Chinese decorations. Jevon, Louise’s cousin,
came to talk to all of Year 4 about what happens at Chinese
New Year, and taught us some ‘wishing lines’ – phrases that
families and friends use to wish each other good fortune in
the New Year. Other classes in the School looked at
traditional stories about the Chinese zodiac animals,
particularly the Rooster. Reception Class made a dragon’s
head and held a parade, adding their own music and dance
routine. The children at HT Active enjoyed a Chinese style
snack of Noodles and Prawn Crackers and made Chinese
lanterns.

Easter Prize Bingo and
Raffle: at the School on 31
March. Doors open 6.45 – Eyes
Down 7.30pm. This is a Holy
Trinity School PTA fundraising
event and all are very welcome

Free Book Box: The Free
Book Box in the library is
proving very popular with all
the children. So far over 600
donated books have been
labelled and placed in the box
so that children can pick a
book that interests them and
take it home. If you have any

books that you would like to donate, please hand them into
the School Reception. All donations are greatly appreciated.
Thank you to Mrs Charlotte Mantell for organising this
scheme.

Music at Holy Trinity: This term our Key Stage 2 Choir has
grown even larger, and now consists of over forty enthusiastic
singers. We are busy rehearsing for the Chipping Norton
Music Festival on 4 March when we will be entering the Junior
Choirs competition. In assembly the children were treated to
an a cappella version of When I’m Gone. Our Key Stage 1
Choir, under Mrs Jenkins watchful eye, are also preparing for
the Chipping Norton Music Festival. 

All our children in Year 2 and Year 5 are given the
opportunity to learn a musical instrument. Year 2 children learn
the recorder with many continuing with a beginners or advanced
recorder club run by Mrs Hills and Mrs Jenkins. Our Year 5
children learn to play a brass instrument during their weekly
instrumental lessons. We run individual piano and woodwind
lessons and this is open to all children in Key Stage 2. 

Following a suggestion from our Junior Leadership Team,
we are also now offering drumming lessons to children in Key
Stage 2. These lessons are proving to be very popular and our
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long-term aim is that we will eventually be able to form a HT
rock band – watch this space!

Years 3 and 4 are preparing to deliver an all singing and
dancing spectacle Easter performance called ‘Resurrection
Rock’ which will be performed on 4 April. 

Boccia competition: Holy Trinity continue to support the
Chipping Norton Partnership and the West Oxfordshire

Partnership. They took part in a Boccia competition, where
five of our Year 5s represented the School.

CNPS Ball Skills
Festival: Years 3 &
4 were lucky
enough to have
children in
‘Portugal’ team,
who won medals
and the cup.

Swimming Gala:
Our Year 5 & 6
children competed
in the Partnership
Swimming Gala.

They won two of their heats and qualified for all four finals, of
which they won two and came second in two, amazing!! Well
done to all the children and especially the children who were
spotted by the Four Shires Swimming Club. 

High Five Netball Tournament: Some of our Year 6
children played in the CNPS High Five Netball Tournament,
which as usual was very well organised by the CNPS leaders.
A great afternoon was had by all.

TAXI
CALL DEAN ON 

07492 300 001
ALL LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

JOURNEYS

GATWICK FROM £110

HEATHROW FROM £80

BIRMINGHAM FROM £60

I am the cheapest in the area
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St Mary’s Primary 
Netball: Eden Van Jaarsveld and Jasmine Drinkwater report:
‘Overwhelmed’ was Eden’s reply when asked how she felt
after attending the Netball Tournament at CNS this week.

Boys and Girls teams competed against other large school
teams and our scores were totalled together. We played
extremely well and everyone was very proud of our
outstanding results. After some great defending and brilliant
goal scoring we won the overall competition and received the
winning trophy. Our sporting champions were Tom Hart,
Alexander Williamson, Rebecca Hargreaves and Jasmine
Drinkwater. Head Teacher awards went to Emily Chambers
and Edward Burman for sporting skills. The team now qualify
for the next round. Thank you Ms Smales, Mrs Burman and
Mrs Drinkwater for being very supportive.

F o u n d a t i o n :
Our Foundation
Unit has been
celebrating the
Chinese New Year.
A highlight has
been our Chinese
banquet where
we sampled
Chinese food
including rice,
prawn crackers,

noodles, soya sauce and spring rolls. Earlier in the week four
of our children Oscar, Molly, Leah and Frankie enjoyed a visit
to the Co-op to buy the food and loved having their own
trolleys and helping to pay. We decided Chinese food is very
tasty but the chopsticks are a bit tricky!

Year 3/4 Term Topic: William Harvey and Chloe Bristow
report: This term we have been learning about rainforests and
deforestation. I have enjoyed noting all the positive and
negative facts about deforestation. We have written
explanation texts about rainforests and why they are
important in our English lessons. In Art, we have been
creating our own colours using primary and secondary
colours in a colour wheel. We have also been sketching
rainforest animals for a piece of art to put on our display. We
are looking forward to using our colour skills to colour our
sketches. Johnny Taylor added, ‘The topic has progressed
really well. We have related everything we have learnt to
rainforests even Science, Art, English and Geography. I have
really liked it. Rainforests are really interesting and I have
learnt a lot!

Year 5/6 Workshops: Takara Bigland-Johnson and Isobelle

Watkins report: All our Year 5/6 classes took part in some
Anglo-Saxon workshops based on our topic. We participated
in a range of activities including weaving, clay pot making,
spinning wool and dressing up. We found out that village life
was tough and that everyone had a job. We looked at some
artefacts like clothes, wool and much more. Overall, the
workshops were very informative and lots of fun. Thank you,
Sonya and Rachel from the Oxfordshire Museum. 

Art Workshops: St Mary’s
School Councillors have invited
children to take part in a painting
competition. The theme is ‘Our
Family’. It is hoped that children
will be keen to demonstrate their
artistic skills which they have
been practising at a weekly Art
Club. Children have had fun
learning about colour mixing and
tone, perspective and
composition. The winning
paintings will be used to decorate

the new visitors’ room, where parents and visitors will be able
to sit and enjoy the comfortable and creative surroundings. 

Swimming Gala: Joanna Pike & Emily Chambers report: On
25 January, the St
Mary’s swimming
team took part in
the annual
P a r t n e r s h i p
Swimming Gala
which was held at
CNS. The team
included 14  Year
6 and 2 Year 5
children. Both
teams swam well,
producing some
good times, but the Red team did particularly well and  qualified
for all four finals after winning three of their heats. After all the
points were calculated, St Mary’s were finally placed overall third.
A super result for all. Captains Emily Chambers and Joanna Pike
said, ‘Every race was really close and in the end it was our fitness
that let us down in the finals, but everyone swam fantastically.’ A
special mention should be given to Jack Fagan, Jia Che Chan,
Phoebe Keenan and Murilo de Souza for being talent scouted by
the Four Shires Swimming Club. 



32

SCHOOL NEWS

Kingham Primary

We are very pleased to announce that Kingham Primary School
were successful at the Chipping Norton Partnership Swimming
Gala. We were the overall winners, bringing home medals,
certificates and two trophies! Mrs Keyte was particularly
pleased with the pupils’ behaviour - they were a credit to the
School. They will now go on to represent the partnership in the
WOSSP final. Well done, year 5 and 6 swimmers!

Our computer club has been running for several weeks
now, in the first weeks, students surpassed their ‘hour of
code’ proficiency – skills learned included nested repeating
loops, game play, character creation and application

configuration. They all needed resilience when working with
the school’s laptops (seeming to solely exist to cause
frustration) and struggled with a pitifully slow internet
connection! Week 3’s session was boosted by the donation of
10 Samsung Galaxy Edge 6 handsets from O2, which will help
the students understand app development for Android. 

On a miserable and grey morning, we were visited by
Anita and Ramon who brought a touch of Spanish sparkle and
sun to Kingham. Each class in KS2 had the opportunity to
learn the clapping and footwork techniques that are essential
to Flamenco. Anita took us through our paces and Ramon
accompanied us with his expert guitar playing.

Middle Barton Primary 
We have been incredibly busy this half term! On 30 January,

our school choir went along to Young Voices in Birmingham. It
was a fantastic experience enjoyed by all, which included
singing along to a range of brilliant songs and watching some
very talented entertainers. We found out that over 6000
children attended! 

Our Year 5s and 6s represented the School by playing
brilliantly in the Chipping Norton Partnership Netball
tournament on 1 February. Fourteen girls and boys from Oak
Class took part and not only gave 100%, but also worked
incredibly well as a team. In the afternoon, we welcomed the
NSPCC into our School to lead a range of assemblies for our
KS1 and KS2 classes. The children were taught clever ways of
remembering Childline’s number and a few members of KS2
commented that they found the workshop interesting and
useful.

Our Year 3 and 4 class (Willows) took part in the
Chipping Norton Partnership Ball Skills event on Wednesday
8 February. Everyone represented the School so well and gave
it their best effort. 

We ended the half term with a lovely class assembly led
by the Chestnuts (our Year 1 class) all about ‘Growing Up’!
They all read their lines confidently and sang beautifully. It was
lovely to hear what they are all hoping to become when they
are older. 

Chadlington Primary 
Silent Disco: The School recently held an exciting fundraiser,
a Silent Disco. The pupils danced away with supplied
headphones and music whilst eating popcorn from the
School's famous popcorn machine. The fundraiser was for
more media equipment to help us with our ever-increasing
film making and animating endeavours, in conjunction with
our exciting, creative curriculum.
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Stained Glass Window Project: From the blitzed shell of
the old Coventry Cathedral
to the radiant glory of John
Piper’s Baptistery Window,
the children have been
searching for inspiration for
their own window designs
which will soon be realised
on the long Victorian
window in the school hall
during the coming weeks.
They also explored the
wonderful Edward Burne
Jones windows in Christ
Church Cathedral. The
children also had a behind-
the-scenes tour of some of
the film locations used in

the Harry Potter films. Our aspiring film crew had their own
opportunity to film on location, as they developed a script for
a documentary on the evolving architecture of Oxford, to be
screened at Chipping Norton Theatre in the summer.

Mixed Media Workshop: In preparation for the making of
a Lotte Reiniger-inspired animation, our pupils have also been
creating imaginary worlds, taking part in an exciting mixed
media workshop led by artist Ella Hendy, with some
wonderful results.

Kingham Hill School 
Pupils shine as School stages iconic musical: Kingham
Hill School was alive with The
Sound of Music as pupils took
to the stage to perform the
classic Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical.
Following months of hard
work and preparation, pupils
from Years 8 to 13 put on
three fantastic performances
last month to packed
audiences. Guests were
transported to the rolling hills
of Austria as Sixth Former
Lydia, starring as Maria, struck
the familiar notes of its titular
song, The Sound of Music. The
entertainment continued as
the cast, including Year 12
pupil James as Captain von
Trapp, got the audience singing
and clapping along as they wowed with their renditions of
Favourite Things, Edelweiss and Sixteen going on Seventeen.

Helena Berkeley, Kingham Hill Latin teacher and Sound of
Music Director, described the pupils’ effort as ‘incredible’. She
added, ‘The pupils embodied their characters beautifully and
conveyed the poignant message of the story excellently. The
cast described themselves as a family and they really did work
together so well, always supporting and encouraging each
other.’ The pupils produced fantastic performances across the
three evenings to rapturous applause from family, friends and
the school community and concluded the run with a sold out
final night.

Sibford School 
Sibford marks 175th birthday: Back in January 1842, nine-
year-old Lucy Endall became the first pupil to register at
Sibford School. History tells us she arrived by carrier cart,
bringing with her everything a young school girl might need
including a straw bonnet, a cloak, two gowns and two pairs of

stout shoes! 175 years later, current pupil Sofia Mattinson,
also nine, stepped into Lucy’s shoes to mark the School’s
official birthday. Sibford Head, Toby Spence, said, ‘It’s very
exciting to think that we welcomed our first pupils back in
1842. We will be holding events to mark the 175th
anniversary throughout the year and look forward to
celebrating with pupils both past and present.’ As part of the
commemorations, a special Choir Festival will be held on
Saturday 1 April at St Mary’s Church, Banbury, when Sibford
choristers will be joined by pupils from Quaker schools in
West Yorkshire, Essex and Northern Ireland. This exciting
musical collaboration will feature a combined performance of
Fauré’s Requiem. Each choir will also perform a piece of their
own choice. Entry to the Friends Schools Joint Choir Festival
is free but there will be a retiring collection in aid of BYHP. All
welcome.

Sofia Mattinson is pictured, along with other current
nine-year-old Sibford School pupils, cutting a special

birthday cake
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Anyone to run Chippy Jazz?
Chippy Jazz is being cancelled until further notice. Owing to
family bereavements and a change of home address, I will not
be able to organise Chippy Jazz in 2017, or subsequently. I'm
sorry about this. After so many years, it would be a great
shame for Chippy Jazz just to fade away and be forgotten. So
if anyone would like to take over the running of Chippy Jazz,
please contact me: davefm@chippyjazz.com. It is more fun
than you might think!

Dave Favis-Mortlock

Stopping using HSBC
Do you know that HSBC is closing down?  Build more houses
in the Town but close amenities. I will not be forced to bank
either by phone or on line. We have banked there 60 plus
years and no way will we bank by phone or internet so our
account will be closed. Chipping Norton is supposedly
expanding yet essential services are going.

G Brown
(See News article p6)  

Worcester Road planning objections
I am very disappointed – no, angry – that Chipping Norton
Town Councillors 'seemed persuaded' (to quote February's
Chipping Norton News) by a developer to accept a revised
planning application for land within the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty on the edge of town. The Town Council
strongly objected to the first version of the planning
application on the grounds that AONBs should be protected
from development. This view was supported by local residents
fearing poor access, flooding and AONB encroachment
leading to further 'infilling'. However, Town Councillors’ minds
were changed with promises by the developer of improved
layout design, less intrusion into the AONB, even jobs at his
extended industrial estate nearby, funded by his proposed
development. Does the carrot of a few more jobs in the area

carry so much weight? What is the point of having AONBs if
protection is not afforded them? Most of the Town is in a
conservation area – what is the point of that if it is often
flouted? Surely the most suitable place for a section of self-
build is not in a ribbon development awkwardly set on the
edge of town on a busy road but at Tank Farm, a site closer
to the centre, more pedestrian-friendly and on a bus route.
Let's hope that WODC Uplands Committee upholds these
objections to the application and that the AONB continues to
have the protection it so badly needs.

Local Resident (Name & Address supplied)
(The Uplands Planning Committee refused the application at their
February meeting – see page 9. Ed)

Rare Bunting drops by
Any local readers who
joined the RSPB’s Big
Garden Birdwatch at
the end of January may
like to know that a
Little Bunting seen in
Over Norton Park
from 22 to 28 January
caused great
excitement amongst
bird watchers. A Little

Bunting is very similar to Reed Bunting with which it was
feeding, however it is very slightly smaller, neater, with chestnut
colouring on the face and has a pale eye-ring. Although there
are about 30 records a year in the UK of this species, the last
time one was recorded in Oxfordshire was 1988. 

Frances Buckel
(Any other interesting birds spotted locally by readers?)

One way Albion St won’t work
Having read in last month’s edition of Chippy News (p5) that
the Town Council are in favour of using Albion Street as part
of a one way system, I feel that Albion Street is not substantial
enough to carry enormous amounts of traffic that used the
A44. It would have to be completely rebuilt with new road
foundations. Part of the War Memorial garden would have to
be used to make the corner wide enough for the HGVs to
turn from London Road into Albion Street. Also the narrow
piece of road outside the ACE Centre would have to be
widened. As somebody who lives at the bottom of Burford
Road, I have witnessed the difficulties (during the Mop Fair) of
HGVs having to negotiate the mini-roundabout at the bottom
of Burford Road, and also the one by the Kings Arms,
especially when there are two buses at the bus stop

John Hill

on the SoAPBoX

Yellow lines – what a waste of money!
After all the fuss made by residents and councillors about
repairing damage done to roads, kerb and pavements
during the Premier Inn construction phase, the new
double yellow lines in Spring Street seemed a bit out of
place, being brighter than a super-nova! Fortunately they
were of such poor quality and so badly applied that they
have almost disappeared, only days after being applied. At
least they don't look so bright now. They seem to be
plastic, rather than paint, and have lifted off and been
crumbled by passing cars. Can the News please find out
whether this work was carried out by Premier Inn
contractors or whether public money was wasted?

Springer Spaniel (name and address supplied)

WANTED 
Artist-in-Residence for
Chipping Norton Music

Festival
If you enjoy sketching and are interested in music, would

you like to record some of the Festival depicting
performers in your own style? Sadly there is no pay, but
the lure of a free Festival Pass and the opportunity to

use resulting artwork for your CV may entice you.
Anyone interested should call Martin on 643230.
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Charlbury Solar Farm in action
After some great community efforts the new Southill
Community Energy solar panel farm is up and generating on

20 acres of land between Charlbury and Finstock. The
investment included many local residents (including in Chippy)
subscribing to a 3 million £1 share issue.  The Farm should
provide power for equivalent of 1,100 average UK homes. Tim
Crisp  from SCE described 2016 as ‘an incredible year’ with
the Farm commissioned in November and by end of January
it had produced 210,000kWh of electricity, saving over
135,000 kg of CO2. This is better than expected because of
good ‘winter irradiance levels.’

January also saw a major orchard and tree planting event.
Tim Crisp thanked 30 volunteers who planted 54 orchard
trees and 60 indigenous species whips. As well as producing
apples, plums and nuts, the trees can provide shield for the
site and a nesting habitat for farmland birds. Thanks also to
event organiser, resident ecology expert Guy Parker,
Christine Elliot for researching and coordinating the orchard

planting, and to professional gardeners  for their tips.  Next is
rebuilding a stone wall, ploughing and sowing wild flower
seeds. Access to the site is controlled, but Tim has welcomed
organised visits from school students from Brittany, MSc
environment students from Oxford, and a community visit
after the tree planting. More open days will be planned.

Sun Power in Chippy
Chipping Norton has been joining in the sun power hunt. Up to
100 Chippy buildings now have panels (readers’ counts welcome),
each gaining financially by adding power ‘back into the grid’. 

The News
spoke to Henry
Nicol, ops manager
for Ecosunpower
Ltd, the solar
company, set up in
2009 by Chipping
Norton’s Andy
Webb and Oli
Nicol, which
designs and installs
bespoke photovoltaic (PV) systems. The team have done many
projects in the UK, but the bulk are local where the company
say they can be very competitive. Commercial clients include
Cotswold Wildlife Park, Whichford Pottery, Owen Mumford,
and Banbury Plant & Skip Hire. Henry reports high
enthusiasm for solar, despite the Government cutting back on
the Feed in Tariff. There is now battery storage, and generous
savings can be made. More at http://www.ecosunpower.co.uk/

Readers’ views and experiences with ‘renewables’ are
welcome. More in future News issues.

Sunny future for Solar Power 
With a major national focus on renewable energy, the Newsteam is shining the ‘sunlight’ on some local carbon

reducing initiatives – this month on solar power in Charlbury and Chipping Norton 

Volunteers at the recent Southill treeplanting

Ecosunpower panels at two houses
in The Leys
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What has our ex-MP been up to, apart from early reports of
grouse-shooting? Worldwide political changes over the past
nine months have surprised and shocked those who take an
interest in current affairs. Here in the UK, the June

Referendum, narrowly in favour of Brexit, was unexpected by
most observers. David Cameron’s commitment to the
Referendum and its result, led to his resignation as Prime
Minister, and in September he gave up his Parliamentary seat
of Witney. Like many of his predecessors, he will now adapt to
a life out of politics and the public eye. William Collins, the
publisher, had already made a deal for an autobiography which
we understand will explain the decisions he took during his
premiership. It will also describe life with a young family at
Number 10. Public speaking is also an option and he is now
listed on the Washington Speakers Bureau website. Some

DIARY

Life after Number 10
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lucrative speech-making trips abroad
have been reported – he was apparently
paid £200,000 for addressing a
conference in Delhi and was recently in
Bahrain talking to business leaders. His
earnings are reported to be  channelled
through a private firm, The Office of
David Cameron Ltd, run by his former
political secretary, Laurence Mann.

In the UK Mr Cameron will
continue to oversee the expansion of
the National Citizens Service, the skills
project he set up for young people to
learn life skills and to plan and raise
funds for social action projects. Also, he
has recently been appointed as
President of Alzheimer’s Research UK
with which he has been connected for some time.

Domestically, the family have quietly moved back into
their recently revamped five-bedroom house in Notting Hill,
which had previously been rented out. The children go to
school in Westminster and Kensington. The family also
appear to be keeping their house in Dean where they are
reported to be spending £200,000 on replacing a
conservatory with an extension. And Mr Cameron was back
in Chippy for the Farmer’s Market in February. Hopefully, he
will take some time to relax with family, after the stresses of
the premiership. His friends in Chipping Norton will wish
him and his family well for the future.

18th Cemetery Clear Up Day from 10am - details 642723

Moonrakers Concert 7.30 St Mary’s Church - details p19

20th CN Amateur Astronomy Group - AGM 7.30

Methodist Hall - see p24

West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms see p27

21st  CN Probus Chris White - Abducting a General 11am

Crown & Cushion

23rd CN Flower Club Lower Town Hall - see p23

25th Sunshine Cat Rescue Jumble Sale 11.30am-1.30pm

Milton u Wychwood Vill Hall

Casino Mayorale - Town Hall - see p3

31st  Flock Stand-up Comedy 8pmTown Hall see p18

April (News out Monday 27 March)

1st  Rotary Swim-a-Fun see p26 for details

Comic Relief Sewing Clinic Churchill Vill Hall - see p10

Churchill & Sarsden Heritage Centre The History

of Cotswold Sheepwashing - ends September - see p13

2nd Cotswold Birth Centre Fete 10am-3pm - see p5

Rambling Club 2pm (summer time) New St Car Park 

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p25

5th North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p27

6th Neighbourhood Watch Action & Awareness Day

2-8pm Town Hall - details p14

March (News out Monday 27 February)

1st  U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall Simon Batten - Military

Preparations for World War I

North Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 details p27

3rd Women’s World Day of Prayer 10am & 7pm

Methodist Church

3-18 CN Music Festival - see p17

5th Charity Lunch at Whistlers - call 643363 to book

Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p23

7th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall see p25

8th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist

Missions in Britain

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see p23

9th NHS Consultation Meeting 6-8pm St Mary’s

Church - details p2. Pre booking necessary.

Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p26
10th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

11th Queen of Katwe in Churchill 7.30 details - p9
13th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p23

Folk Club 8pm Artyard Cafe, Enstone - see p28
15th Horticultural Assoc 7.30 Methodist Hall - see p27

16th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall see p24

17th Rotary Race Night 7.30 Crown & Cushion - see ad p8

18th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

David Cameron as
featured on

Washington Speakers
Bureau website –
‘One of the most
prominent global
influencers of the
early 21st Century’

Last month the News included an interview with our new MP Robert Courts, but readers may
have been wondering what our former MP (and indeed, former PM) has been doing with himself

since his resignations

David
Cameron &
his wife,
Samantha
bid farewell
to Number
10 in June


