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No to 1400 homes

July is a key month in the ongoing saga of
Chipping Norton’s town growth. In
Witney on 13 July, the Mayor and a ‘cross
party’ delegation of Councillors will
present, at the Local Plan’s Examination,
arguments against 1400 new homes
around Tank Farm and a new A361 ‘Relief
Road’.  They want a maximum of 600
homes and no new road.

Relief Road allotments threat

Mayor Mike Tysoe says the proposed
Relief Road (from Banbury Rd to Burford
Rd)  which could pass through the town’s
allotments, is an expensive ‘White
Elephant’. He wants a different traffic
solution, says the allotments are ‘not for
sale’ and Councillors (the Allotment
Trustees) will ‘fight to protect the Town’s
interests’ 

Burford Rd – 175 homes plan

Developers Archstone unveil proposals
for a further 175 homes off Burford
Road, together with sports pitches and
facilities, at a Town Hall public
exhibition on 5 July. The site is in the
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and not due to be included in the Local
Plan, but is supported by Town
Councillors. A planning application is
likely before the Local Plan becomes
official.  More inside.

Chippy delegation confronts Plan Inspector on 13 July

July/August 2017                                  50p

News in this issue:
X8 Kingham bus service to end ~ GP services
face more demand ~ Blue Plaque for
Recording Studio ~ Ypres 100 years on ~ Ideas
for the 400th edition of the News

Plus all the usual Local News, Arts, Sports,

Clubs, Schools and letters.

Hello Summer

Welcome to all our summer visitors. Inside is our
special 4-page feature on things to see and do
around Chippy. Walk around town and you might
spot Geoffrey the Hare, part of a summer
Cotswold Trail, pictured here saying hello with six-
year-old Anna Drysdale, Mum Keeley, Dad Ian,
sisters Ellen & Sarah, with friends Amelia & Bronte. 

SUMMERSUPPLEMENTINSIDE

‘Listen to us’
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NHS services – latest news
The General Election campaign highlighted continuing concerns about the increasing demands

and pressures on the NHS and social care system. Oxfordshire reflects the national challenge: the
need to make big changes to hospital and local services in the face of funding, workforce and

public concerns over loss of services.  The News reports on two current issues.

NHS changes – the ‘big consultation’
After the controversial 6 months of Oxfordshire’s ‘Phase 1
consultation’ NHS changes (notably at the Horton Hospital),
the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG)
held a public Board meeting on 20 June to discuss the
results. The weight of feedback from the public & local
politicians was against changes such as bed closures and
downgrading maternity at Banbury. The next key date will be
an Extraordinary OCCG Board meeting from 9.30-11.30am
on 10 August in Oxford to make decisions on Phase 1.
Members of the public, including campaigners from Banbury
and Chippy, are expected to attend. There remain big
concerns about the knock-on effect on GP, community, and
social care services. Fears remain over Chipping Norton’s
maternity unit and community hospital. These issues will be
looked at in a ‘Phase 2’ consultation likely in the autumn.  

Pressures on Chippy’s GP services
As well as Hospitals facing resource and performance issues,
GP practices around the country are seeing increased
demand, recruiting and funding issues. By example, a national
survey last month suggests that patients are now waiting on
average three weeks for a GP appointment. In Oxfordshire
smaller GP practices have been closing, and many report
unfilled GP posts. GP and other services at Chipping Norton
Health Centre feel the same pressures. The Practice does get
good marks compared with others in Oxfordshire on patient
satisfaction, but there are more stories of non-emergency
appointments having to be booked weeks rather than days
ahead. The News asked the Health Centre to provide an
update of how they are coping (see box below). Our local
Patient Participation Group can be contacted via
cnhc.ppg@nhs.net 

How are pressures on the NHS
affecting us? Like the majority of GP
practices in the country, we have to
adapt to patient demand. NHS funding
for General Practice has fallen
significantly as a percentage of the NHS
budget over the last 10 years, however
our running costs have steadily
increased and the demand for
appointments has doubled over the last
decade. This, combined with declining
GP numbers nationally, has meant introducing new models
of working to ensure we can offer the best care we can.

Should I be concerned about GP shortages? Across
the UK there are now 100 fewer GPs since 2015 compared
with the 5,000 additional GPs that were promised for the
period 2015-2020. Unlike most local practices, which are
failing to recruit, we are bucking the trend and making
Chipping Norton an attractive place to work by broadening
the team to use our existing GPs more effectively. We are
providing specialist in-house services such as Physios,
Pharmacists, Nurse Practitioners and Mental Health
workers. 

Why is the demand growing? People are living longer!
Whilst this is good news, it needs to be planned for. By 2040
1 in 4 people will be over 65 and, at this age, most people
will have at least one chronic condition; by 75 most will have
two. The NHS cost of supporting an 85-year-old is 21/2 times
that of a 65-year-old.

What is the Health Centre doing about this?
Strategic decisions over the last few years (including moving
to a new building and merging practices) have allowed us to
provide broader and more efficient NHS services and
additional health related services such as a Pharmacy, an

Optician, Counselling and Citizens
Advice. Moving to a multi-
disciplinary clinical team also
means patients have the options of
seeing skilled medical specialists
more quickly, who are often more
appropriate for certain conditions,
leaving GPs to deal with more
complex conditions. Here is a
quick summary of our main
service availability:

• Emergency same-day service – for single acute
conditions (no appointment needed), just turn up
before 10.30am, with many patients seen within 30-
45 minutes (busy days 11/2-2 hours)

• Same-day emergency GP – a simple phone call is
often sufficient 

• Routine GP appointments – generally available in 10-
12 days – sometimes longer to see specific GPs

• Medical (non-GP) specialists – wait times 2-7 days.
See the website or ask our receptionists for
guidance

Our receptionists, who have received training in guiding
patients to the most appropriate clinician, will do their
utmost to help – please be patient and give as much
information as feels comfortable. 

We hope everyone recognises the value our Health
Centre brings to Chipping Norton. We already offer twice
as many appointments per patient than the national average
as we strive to offer excellent care to our patients, who will
always be our first priority. We are pioneering many changes
in North Oxfordshire.  We are working closely with our
active Patient Participation Group to create a leading, safe,
patient-caring Health Centre.

Our GPs – rising to the challenge
Chris Bean, the practice manager at Chipping Norton Health Centre, responds to recent concerns nationally and locally about

issues facing our NHS GP services.  
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Recording Studios’ Blue Plaque 
BBC Radio Oxford came to town on
15 June, BBC Music Day, to record
the three-hour Nick Piercey show
live from the Old Mill Café. It was
not only to honour the award by
the voting public of a blue plaque
on the old Chipping Norton
Recording Studios building (now
the dental surgery), but to welcome
back Richard and Mike Vernon, the
brothers who created and ran the studios from 1971-1999.

Interspersed
with inter-
views with
people who
had personal
m e m o r i e s ,
Nick played
many of the
numbers re-
corded at the
studios by
artists such as
Duran Duran,
Status Quo,
XTC and

Radiohead. BBC’s Music Day was celebrated by all BBC
Local Radio Areas by awarding a plaque, 47 in total
countrywide, and Chippy came top in the local radio and
social media poll for our area, a fact that delighted Richard
and Mike no end. They had made a special trip from their
homes in Spain to attend and were particularly thrilled to
meet up with Chippy resident, Dave Grinsted who had been
studio engineer for many of those years and who had made
it back from holiday that very morning. Inexplicably, a pair of
tartan trainers, worn by a fan of the Bay City Rollers (who
recorded at the studios in the 1970s) appeared at the radio
session, but were not attached to their owner. Pity.

Robert Courts re-elected MP
Conservative Robert Courts was re-
elected as our local MP for Witney and
West Oxfordshire at the 8 June General
Election with a majority of 21,241 over
Labour with Lib Dems a close third. The
full result was Courts (Con) 33,839
(55.5%), Carter (Labour) 12,598 (20.7%),
Leffman (Lib Dem) 12,457 (20.4%), Lasko

(Green) 1053 (1.7%), Craig (UKIP) 980 (1.6%). Turnout was
73.6%. Mr Courts, who was a self-employed barrister and lives
with his wife and young son in Bladon, previously won the seat
over the Lib Dems in a by-election last October after the
resignation of David Cameron. 

Wheelie bins for recycling
A reminder to readers that from October wheelie bins will
replace black boxes for most of our recycling, the only
exception being glass which will still be collected separately in
black boxes. During the summer you will receive a letter from
the West Oxfordshire District Council about the delivery of
your new wheelie bins. In the meantime, if you want to find
out more visit www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins2017. 

Gas mains replacement
From around 19 June for around 22 weeks there will be road
works going on in the Town to replace gas mains. There
should be no disruption to gas supplies. Roads and traffic will
be affected in Worcester Road/New Street, West Street, High
Street/Cattle Market, Albion Street and Burford Road up to
Chipping Norton School. For any questions or concerns on
access and disruption contact SGN (the gas company
responsible) on 0800 912 1700

Civic service
The annual Chipping Norton civic service will be held at St
Mary’s Church on Sunday 9 July with the Mayor, councillors
and guests attending.  

LOCAL NEWS

Yes – September will see the 400th edition of the News.   Would you
like to write something and send it to put in the News and mark the
occasion? The Town’s volunteer-run community newspaper was
started in 1976 after a Town Hall meeting led by the then Mayor, John
Grantham. The first edition covered the Town taking over Greystones,
the NORTS producing Charlie’s Aunt, views on the Queen’s Silver
Jubilee, comments on the ‘bomb site’ at the top of New Street, and a
campaign to put a roof on the Lido.

For September’s 400th edition, the News is after your stories past,
present and future. Would you like to send us

• any favourite memories of 1976 when the News started?

• your most memorable Chippy news stories over the  40+ years?

• your letter on current issues to publish in our 400th 

edition

• your suggested news headlines for our 500th edition in 2027!!

All suggestions welcome – send to chippymail@aol.com

Come and join in! 
Would you also like to come and help out writing
articles, proofreading, editing, topping up boxes,
taking pictures and more? Apart from a couple of
small gaps, many willing volunteers have managed
to keep the News going successfully for 41 years. We
sell 2100 copies every month – and the 50p cost
(unchanged for 20 years) & advertising  revenue
just cover printing costs each month. But the 20 or
so team of volunteers, plus all the contributors, give
their time for free. It’s fun and a great way to meet
people and get to know the Town. Contact any
member of the team (see page 31) or come to our
next team meeting on 31 July (7.30 in the
Chequers’ Barn) to help plan our 400th edition.

September’s 400th edition

Dave Grinsted, Richard Vernon, Nick Piercey
and Mike Vernon celebrate the new Blue
Plaque on the former Recording Studios



WODC’s Local Plan proposes a new edge of town relief
road that could go through the main town allotments off
Glyme Lane. Mayor Tysoe has called this both a ‘White
Elephant’ (an expensive item not needed) and a ‘Trojan
Horse’ (a future threat to allotments
and more). Fowler’s Lot Allotment
Association is particularly worried
about the impact of the proposed
road, claiming that some allotment
holders are already giving up tending
their plots because of the uncertainty.
The Association met some Town
Councillors, all of whom individually
act as Trustees of the allotments, in
early June, seeking information and
support. As a result the Mayor and Town delegation will also
be representing the Allotment Association at the
Examination of the Local Plan (see above). 

Mayor Mike Tysoe reports that the Town Council has
written to all allotment holders reaffirming the Town
Council’s opposition and explaining ‘There is no timetable
yet given for any of the Tank Farm development except that
they would expect to start building say 100 homes a year
and then build for the next 12-15 years. There is NO
timetable for the building of the [road] should that be
approved. There is no final agreed route for the [road] to
take……What we can tell you is that your Town and District
Councillors are working hard to ensure that the Tank Farm
development is kept at a reasonable size ie around 600
houses / that the [road] will not be built through the

allotments and that we will do our best to protect the
Town’s interests. We have already told the Inspector (and
WODC and OCC) that the allotments are not for sale
however there is always the possibility that a Compulsory

Purchase Order could be made and
we will then fight that with the help
of the Charity Commission and the
Allotment Association……..I would
be extremely surprised to see a
bulldozer anywhere near the
allotments in the next 3-5 years.’

The William Fowler Working
Men's Allotments was set up with
£1000 from the estate of sheep
farmer William Fowler, a local man

who had emigrated to Australia and made his fortune. The
indenture, dated 26 October, 1892, was first registered with
the current Charity Commission in 1962 (Number 203329).
The aims are stated as ‘Allotments for the labouring poor.
Surplus income after paying for upkeep of fences, paths, etc., to
be used in supplying coal for the poor of Chipping Norton. In
such other manner, for the benefit of the parish or the poor
inhabitants thereof.’ Over years there has been a gradual
decline of allotment use. In 2001 one of the original 4 tracks
was unused and the Trustees enlisted volunteers to plant the
The William Fowler Memorial Wood. The three remaining
tracks have 155 allotments with 141 officially let, many are well
used, but an increasing number – around half on Track 3 – are
not cultivated. Some users s say the ground there is poor and
exposed and might need investment to encourage use. 

A new road through the allotments!
‘A White Elephant & a Trojan Horse’?

The News explains why Chipping Norton’s allotment holders and Town Council are concerned 
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showing it crossing some of the allotment land (see box). The
Town Council is already on record as objecting to this
proposal and calls it ‘a cross between a white elephant and a
Trojan Horse’ They are proposing a study to look at other
traffic solutions for the Town. 

The Inspector is examining whether the plan is ‘sound’
and the process of site selection ‘robust’. He will be asking
whether policies for the overall Chipping Norton sub area
and Chippy’s specific Strategic Development Area are
positively prepared, justified and effective and whether
assumptions relating to viability and housing delivery are
realistic. He will not be looking at merits of sites not included
(such as the new Archstone proposal – see article p7). If any
new sites are allocated, the Examination will need to be
paused. There has already been one year’s delay as the original
Inspector said WODC had not allocated enough housing land.
Any further delay in the preparation and adoption of the
Local Plan could make the District vulnerable to developers
promoting sites of their choosing. The Examination Hearings
at Witney’s Woodgreen Council Offices from 11-20 July
(Chippy’s day is 13 July) and are open to the public but only
those previously registered can speak. 

More holidays for cats
Chipping Norton Vets, up the Banbury Road, are building 10
new pens for their very popular boarding cattery. They should

Local Plan – Town objections
Mayor Mike Tysoe has told the News that he will lead a 5-
strong delegation from Chipping Norton including Town and
District Councillors, on Thursday 13 July, to put their big
objections to the Inspector now Examining WODC’s Draft
Local Plan. From 11 July the Inspector will be looking at
specific proposals, including the allocation of 1,400 homes at
East Chipping Norton Strategic Development Area. The Town
Council’s submission is ‘cross party’ and focuses on their
opposition to any more than the 600 homes, as proposed in
the original Draft Local Plan. See the Town Council’s website
for details. A long list of criticism include that:

• emphasis should be on building new Council houses for
rent (not ‘so-called affordable homes’) instead of yet more
homes for the elderly

• land allocated for employment is not available at
present

• the AONB boundary excludes high quality land off London
Road but includes virtual scrub land elsewhere suitable for
development

• there has been a lack of progress on dealing with town
centre traffic and parking

• there are other matters such as infrastructure.

The Draft Plan also includes a rough route for a new relief
road for the A361 between Banbury Road and Burford Road,



Witney, Cllr Don Davidson, Locality Chair Anita Higham and
about six members of the public attended to hear a
presentation. The SCAS representative produced specific
figures for our OX7 postcode area which, according to David
Heyes, continue to be very poor, adding ‘a patient in Chippy
simply will not get to the JR within the oft-quoted Golden
Hour’. SCAS acknowledged that the West Oxfordshire
service is unsatisfactory, but priorities and resource issues
simply cannot mean Chippy having a dedicated ambulance
waiting nearby. Attendees at the meeting, however, were very
complimentary about the quality of the paramedics and of the
First Aid Unit (see separate article)

Care village at Mill House Hotel?
Possible plans are emerging about the future of the large site
of the Mill House Hotel in Kingham. A public exhibition was
held at the Kingham Village Hall on Tuesday 27 June to enable
local people to have a say in the formulation of proposals for
the land. The exhibition was organised by Frontier Estates, who
describe themselves as a privately owned, independent and
entrepreneurial property development company. They were
seeking local people’s views on their proposal to develop the
site of the hotel into a ‘new care community’ for the elderly
and those in need of care. Frontier Estates’ planning consultant
told the News that the design team was still evolving ideas,
understanding technical issues, etc., so there was plenty of

time to incorporate local people’s views into the proposal.
They hoped to submit a planning application once all the
technical and design issues had been resolved. Frontier Estates
work with care operators such as Barchester, Sanctuary and
Richmond Village and, at Kingham, would be proposing
individual apartments with central facilities such as a bistro, a
spa, a pool, meeting rooms, etc. Care packages would be
available to purchase according to need. Pre-application
discussions had already taken place at an early stage with
WODC. Kingham Parish Council was reserving its opinion
until after the exhibition. The large site, which includes a 21-
bedroomed hotel, and garden grounds – is often used for
receptions and weddings. Local couple Paul and Maria
Drinkwater took over the hotel six years ago and have made
significant improvements to the décor, particularly in the public
areas, and added a new bar extension and outside terrace. 

Pamper evening postponed
Supporters of the Albion Centre in Chipping Norton had
been hoping to organise a Pamper Evening on 14 July in the
Town Hall but organiser Carol Straub reports that
unfortunately it has had to be postponed because of a poor
response but they may try again in the future. For any
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be finished by mid July so if people have a last-minute holiday
booking, there might be a vacancy for their cats. 

Janine Whitehead

Ducks to the rescue
Could yellow plastic ducks
help Chippy’s pothole
problems? Residents of
Steeple Aston, fed up with
getting no response from
Oxfordshire County
Council about the
potholes along their main
street, have taken to
floating plastic ducks in
each one to draw

attention to their concerns. Plastic ducks have come to the
rescue before. In 1992 a container ship lost a cargo of 28,000
plastic ducks overboard on a journey between Hong Kong
and the USA. Over the next few years these ducks, known as
the ‘Friendly Floatees’, performed an unwitting service for
oceanographers as they floated round the world
demonstrating the routes and effects of ocean currents. They
also highlighted the problems of plastic waste accumulating in
the oceans, and the world is now beginning to realise the
implications of this problem for sea creatures.

Using ducks to get the attention of Oxfordshire County
Council on our potholes might be hard work. OCC often say
that potholes are not deep enough to merit attention, despite
falls and damage to tyres. Perhaps we should have a new
system of measurement: a one duck hole is not too much of
a problem but ten ducks deep, perhaps might get some
attention. Currently there are enough potholes in Chippy to
accommodate a lot of ducks. All the sleeping policemen along
Albion Street have some damage, Burford Road has several
depressions around drains, pedestrians walking past the Town
Hall in the rain are regularly drenched by water thrown up by
traffic along the High Street. Avoidance of the hazards is not
always possible – potholes lurk, disguised in the dark,
swerving causes problems with oncoming traffic, and there
are many other things to pay attention to when driving.
Potholes are a County Council issue; to report one contact
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk or contact FixMyStreet
on 01865 792422. OCC will probably prefer measurements
(depth and width as well as details of location) in metric
rather than by duck content.

Ambulance Service issues
Concerns continue over how Ambulance response times to
999 calls in Chipping Norton and West Oxfordshire are
below target. The South Central Ambulance Service Trust,
while claiming they are amongst the ‘best in the country’, have,
over the last five years, had to defend their below par record
for our ‘remote’ rural areas, which they say have to lose out
to the greater demands of the urban and city areas. Chippy
Town Councillor David Heyes, who is deputy chair of the
NHS ‘Locality Forum’ for our part of the County, told the
News, ‘there was a perception that the 999 responses here
could take between 40 and 90 minutes, if they came at all.’
Details of around 12 recent local incidents were sent to
SCAS earlier in the year. On 31 May SCAS came to Chippy
and held a forum in Glyme Hall. The Mayors of Chippy and

Artist’s impression of the proposed development
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Funding from Historic England paid for
dendrochronology (tree-ring dating) on oak timbers in the
roofs of some of the buildings, so we now know that the
Guildhall was built about 1520 in the reign of Henry VIII. Even
more exciting is the discovery that at least three buildings
contain 15th century beams that survive from Chipping
Norton’s days as a prosperous Cotswold wool town. One of
them is now a well-known pub – but to find out which one
you’ll have to buy the book! The Making of Chipping Norton will
be a fully illustrated paperback published by The History
Press. Jaffé & Neale have kindly offered to hold a launch party
on publication day, Thursday 7 September. Everyone’s invited,
so do come along to buy your copy and celebrate this new
contribution to the history of the Town.

Adrienne Rosen

Louise keeps on running
One young Chippy lady, Louise
Widdows, is making sure 2017 is
a year full of achievements. Not
only, over the last two years, has
she lost six stones in weight, she
is now running half marathons.
‘It’s unbelievable!’ says Louise. ‘I
never thought I’d be able to run.
But it has opened up a new life
for me, meeting new friends and
giving me confidence.’ Louise
told the News that she only
started running in August 2016.
Her first half marathon was in
Milton Keynes in May this year,
at 2 hours 34 minutes, and her
second will be the Shakespeare
Run in Stratford on 29 July, when
she is hoping to finish in less than 21/2 hours. Apart from her
family of partner Colby and children Ruby, 8, Lily-Rose, 6, and
Freddie, 2, who are always there to cheer her on, Louise finds
support in a Facebook group Run Mummy Run, where like-
minded women spur each other on. Despite being a mum of
three and working each evening as a hairdresser, Louise makes
time to run about five miles three times a week plus up to 13
miles along local routes on Sundays. She finds that running can
fit in with whatever schedule she has.

The spur to Louise’s running was her weight loss.
Diagnosed with Gestational Diabetes whilst pregnant with
her third child, Louise began to attend Chipping Norton’s
Slimming World Tuesday morning meeting, where her own
Mum, Mandy, is a Slimming World consultant. ‘I amazed myself
by losing six stones in two years. But really it isn’t hard to
stick to because you can eat as much as you like as long as it
is the right food. Once I lost some weight, I felt so much
healthier and energetic and that made me able to start
running. I had so much more confidence and for the first time
in ages I actually enjoyed getting dressed up to go out.’ They
say things come in threes, and the third part of this happy
story is that Louise and partner Colby married on 24 June at
The Cotswold Club. Louise says, ‘I bought the dress two years
ago, but I have had to have it adjusted so much it is almost
tailor-made for me now.’ Congratulations to Louise and Colby
on their marriage and to Louise on her fantastic
achievements!

questions – or if you are interested in supporting the Centre
– please contact Carol at carolstraub46@gmail.com .

Jon and Ian’s big walk
Local resident Jon
Westerman spent the
last Bank Holiday
weekend walking the
Cotswold Way with his
brother-in-law Ian
Oswald, to raise money
for Cancer Research.
The 102-mile challenge
began in Bath on
Saturday 27 May, with
an early start from Bath
Abbey in order to get
in the 32-mile hike
before sunset. They
completed the
challenge over four
days, with Day 3 being
the toughest, walking in the pouring rain for 32 miles taking
them 10 and a half hours. Sheer determination got them
through, and the sun shone on them for the final trek from
Winchcombe to Chipping Campden, helped along with
support from family and friends. Jon and Ian have raised a
staggering £2040 so far – you can still help them raise money
in memory of Jon’s dad David who loved the
Cotswolds by donating via the JustGiving  website
www.justgiving.com/jonandiansbigcotswoldwalk

Louise Westerman

The Making of Chipping Norton
An exciting new book on
the buildings and history of
Chipping Norton is due to
be published in September.
Written by Jan Cliffe, local
historian and buildings
expert, and Adrienne Rosen,
a local history lecturer from
Oxford University, the book
will present some of the
results from the recent
survey of the Town’s
historic buildings
undertaken by the Chipping
Norton Buildings Record
group which also included
Victoria Hubbard, John

Marshall and Paul Clark. The Making of Chipping Norton: A Guide

to its Buildings and History to 1750 offers chapters on the
Town’s history from its 12th century foundation until the 18th
century, and a series of walks along each of the medieval
streets describing the historical features that can still be seen
and what was once there. Do you know which butcher’s shop
contains a medieval archway? Can you imagine a large
coaching inn where the Co-op now stands? And did you know
that there was once a farmhouse in Spring Street, a horse-
pool in Church Street, and a gaol in Middle Row? 

Stalwart walkers with their family in
support
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sports pitch, improvements to Greystones sports ground and
improvements to Chipping Norton Leisure Centre. The Town
Council has so far distributed roughly half the funds to enable
the construction of a new scout hut, new car parking,
improvements to water supply and drainage at the Rifle Club,
a new cess pit at the Rugby Club and an all-weather wicket at
the Cricket Club. The rest of the funds has yet to be allocated.
Greystones may have future needs. Also up at Walterbush
Road, the football pitch remains unused, and needs
maintenance, there is some interest in making it a multi-use
artificial pitch and the newly built large clubhoue is awaiting a
tenant.

The girl up the chimney
One hundred years ago, in August 1917, at
just eight years of age, Olive Wainwright
was described as ‘the youngest lady
steeplejack in England’. She was born in
Bromley, Kent in 1909 to Thomas and
Lilian Wainwright. Thomas was the Bliss
Tweed Mill steeplejack at the time, and, as
these pictures show, he decided to take
her to the top
of the Mill
chimney! Health

& Safety, cover your eyes! Even at
that tender age she must have had
such faith in her father, to do this
for him. In her white dress and
holding his hand, they climbed up
the outside to the very top – Olive
is indicated by the arrow. Later, her
parents emigrated to Canada and in
1926, while painting a bridge at
Niagara Falls, Thomas slipped, fell
into the water and was drowned.
Olive and Lilian stayed in Canada. On 2 July 1927, the 18-year-
old Olive married Elmer Eugene Depottie, a French Canadian,
in Niagara Falls. She raised a family there and died in February
1990. What an interesting life she must have led! 

Estelle Brain

First Aid Unit milestone
In May, the First Aid Unit at Chipping Norton Hospital treated
the 10,000th patient since it opened in April 2011. During a
hectically busy day, specialist Paramedic Chrissy Ames didn’t
realise that this significant total had been reached until later.
The Unit, run by South Central Ambulance Services, is staffed
by two paramedics and has seen a steady increase in demand.
Providing an out of hours service for small emergency issues
(such as sprains, insect bites, burns and wounds needing
stitches), the Unit relieves the pressure on overstretched A &
E departments and provides reassurance for patients and
families. Chipping Norton is fortunate to have such dedicated
paramedics available locally. Congratulations to all the staff
and it is hoped, in spite of NHS funding constraints, the Unit
will continue to provide support for people in Chippy. The
Unit is the Outpatients Department, Chipping Norton
Hospital, Russell Way, Off London Road, Chipping Norton,
OX7 5FA, is open 5-9pm weekdays and 10am-9pm  weekends
and Bank Holidays. Telephone 648233.

Archstone housing plans
Archstone, developers behind the Bellway new homes off
Burford Road, are now proposing further development,
opposite Greystones. An exhibition in the Lower Town Hall
on Wednesday 5 July (2-7pm) will explain their plans. These
include 175 additional homes, sports pitches, tennis courts
and a sports pavilion / changing rooms. See advertisement
below. The land is within the Cotswolds AONB and is not due
to be allocated for development in WODC’s Local Plan. But
Archstone are telling the Local Plan Inspector this month that
not all the homes needed can be provided at WODC’s
preferred site based at Tank Farm. Archstone will be aiming to
persuade the Inspector that their site is also required and will
be hoping to go along armed with positive feedback from
their exhibition on 5 July. Mayor Mike Tysoe and Town
Councillors are already known to favour this new site. The
prospect of additional sports pitches, tennis courts and a
pavilion / changing facilities could appeal to the Town Council,
who own the existing sports facilities at Greystones, on the
other side of the Burford Road. 

House builders Bellway already have 228 new homes
under construction on land nearby. Sales staff told the News
that 26 were occupied, 6 were sold and 23 reserved. Their
planning permission included the construction of a new
Sports and Social Club on Walterbush Road, now built, and
requires the developer to hand over £543,000 towards the
provision and maintenance of play areas, towards creative
education space at The Theatre, towards Thames Valley Police
and towards improvements for sports facilities in the Town.
The £253,000 portion ear-marked for sports is, through the
Town Council, meant for one or more of an all-weather
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Albion St house plan refused
A proposal to build on land used for parking at Coneygree
Terrace, Albion Street, has been quashed by WODC planners.
The proposal, by an Enstone couple, was for a single storey
one bedroomed home involving the loss of most of the
existing parking. Staff based at Dickenson House offices,
opposite, park there during the day and Coneygree Terrace
residents use it out of office hours. Thirteen local people
objected, as did the Manchester United Friendly Society, that
manages the Coneygree Terrace homes. Chipping Norton
Town Council also strongly objected to the loss of parking
and to the impact on heritage. Council officers refused the
application, citing over development and overlooking by
neighbours as the main reasons.

Update on Bumblebee plan
Retired County Ecologist
and Chippy resident,
Craig Blackwell, sent the
News an update on all
the local efforts to help
the sustainability of our
threatened bee
population. Over recent
sunny days the newly
planted border at the
Chipping Norton Health
Centre has been alive with many species of bumblebee
including the ‘early’ and ‘common carder’. Over 90% of the
plants survived the winter and others have been replanted by
members of Green Gym who have maintained the border to
keep it free from the usual ‘weed’ species. Several people have
been seen reading the interpretative board and hopefully will
be inspired to create a similar border in their own gardens.
More information about the project can be found in leaflets
placed inside the Health Centre.

As agreed, the small area of grassland in the cemetery
that was sown with hay rattle last autumn, is being left uncut
until it has flowered and seeded successfully. The purpose of
the hay rattle is to reduce the vigour of grasses so that other
wildflower species have a better chance of becoming
established. The small project at Chipping Norton School is
still doing well and pupils are being encouraged to monitor
the various bee species visiting the flowers planted in raised
beds last year. Applegarth Garden Centre is managing a
meadow next to its car park with a diverse mix of wild
flowers known to attract many species of bumblebee.
Applegarth also sells all of the garden plants found in the
Health Centre so please ask for advice if you need any help
choosing the best ones for your own garden. The aim is to
choose a range of plants that attract bees throughout the
spring and summer months. These include herbs such as
hyssop, catmint, marjoram and rosemary.

Helen & Douglas Stomp
This great event is on Sunday 30 September – a chance for
Chippy’s H&D supporters to enjoy the picturesque
surroundings of the River Thames. You choose the challenge
which suits you: the ‘full stomp’ starting from Wallingford,
which is 22 miles, or the ‘mini stomp’ which is nine miles from
Abingdon. £20 to enter, which includes a medal, free lunch at

Sheepwash spectacular
The long abandoned ancient
Sarsden Sheepwash (see last
month’s News) was officially ‘re-
opened’ on 20 May with
demonstrations by local sheep
and a talk by Mark Connelly,  Land
Management Officer of the
Cotswold Conservation Board.
He described the project to
discover the many sheepwashes
once in operation in the
Cotswolds. Over 200 people
went along to celebrate the event
with the opportunity to handle
fleeces and antique shepherds’ tools as well as buy an
excellent lunch with local cheeses and cider, with proceeds to
the Churchill & Sarsden Heritage Centre, whose display
boards explain the long history of sheepwashing. The main

attraction was watching local
sheep being washed in the
washpool. The sheep were
‘persuaded’ to enter the pool,
then, when thoroughly wet,
were directed out along the
stone ramp which had lain
hidden under a tree and 30cm
of mud. The purpose was to
clean the wool of grease and
dirt so that, when shorn two
weeks later, it fetched a

better price at market. Rupert and Amanda Ponsonby
(pictured here) were on hand to inform and celebrate. They
have farmed here for 30 years and three years ago started
renovating this sheepwash, with a lot of help from the
Cotswold Voluntary Wardens and a digger. It is a short walk
from the bridge, on the road from Churchill to Sarsden. To see
the exhibition about this and the History of Cotswold
Sheepwashing visit the Churchill & Sarsden Heritage Centre,
Hastings Hill, Churchill, open Saturdays, Sundays and Bank
Holidays 2-4.30pm until the end of September.

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Buy 3 Summer Reads
and get

a FREE SWIM at
Chipping Norton Lido

Ts & Cs apply
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at the Stones themselves – a fun packed day of activities,
exhibits and displays for all the family in the idyllic setting of
the Rollright Stone monuments. Visit the Trust’s website
www.rollrightstones.co.uk for details nearer the time.

Scout hut takes shape

June saw rapid progress in erecting the brand new scout hut
at Greystones for the thriving local groups. Mayor Mike Tysoe
was delighted to see the progress – as were all the local scout
leaders and scouts. The new hut is partly funded, under the
‘Section 106’ agreement, by developers Bellway of the
Cotswold Gate housing project and West Oxfordshire
District Council announced an £18,000 grant in June. The
Scout Association has also given the local group a long-term
loan that will need to be paid back – hence the big fundraising
drive recently started by all the scout groups – including a
Film Morning, 10am  at The Theatre on 8 July – see advert p31. 

New dementia support group
A new support group for people in Oxfordshire caring for
family members and loved ones with dementia was launched
in Enstone Parish Hall on 15 June. The group has been set up
by Enstone resident, Peter Gomez, who along with wife,
Sandra, cared for his late father-in-law until he passed away
aged 90 and still looks after his 82-year-old mother-in-law,
who has dementia. Peter described how stressful and
demanding caring can become and the group is, in part, for
people who want to relax for a time away from their role. The
next meeting is Thursday 29 June and then every Thursday
from 2–4pm. It has been funded with £180 from the Chipping
Norton Lions Club and £200 from the Rotary Club and
Enstone Parish Council, who donated two tickets for a tour
of the Renault F1 base near Enstone that were auctioned off
for £200. Sandwiches, cake, tea and coffee will be provided
free of charge. Former carers are also welcome to share their
experience. For more information call 07555 115263.

Strange goings on at Library! 
Get ready for an awesome, animal-tastic reading challenge at
Chipping Norton Library! Wanted! Eagle-eyed children to
solve the strange goings on in the Library this summer. From
15 July to 16 September children across Oxfordshire can join
the Animal Agents for the Summer Reading Challenge 2017.
These furry, slippery and scaly friends are specially trained to
use their skills and natural instincts to unravel the mystery –
with a huge helping of fun along the way! Read at least six
library books of your choice over the summer holidays. As
you read, you will collect stickers to help narrow down the
suspects. Complete the challenge to crack the case and get
your own medal and certificate. Join up at the Library. It’s fun!
It’s free. There will be fantastic new books and activities at
Chipping Norton Library throughout the summer holidays.

the finish line and refreshments en route. Car parking is
available and dogs on a lead are very welcome. More at
www.hdh.org.uk and click on Riverside Stomp. If you would
like to be involved, but not take part in the Stomp, volunteers
are needed! Please email  events@helenanddouglas.org.uk or
call 01865 799150  for details if you are interested.

Alison Hooker

Maisie at the Bookshop
If you’re about three or
four and a big fan of Maisie
the mouse – why not drop
into Jaffé & Neale
Bookshop and Café. Maisie
(pictured with big fan
Archie) has been visiting
Chippy to publicise her
new book (yes: Maisie goes
to the Bookshop) by Lucy
Cousins. The Bookshop’s
Polly Jaffé says she also

likes Maisie Goes Swimming – so maybe a trip to The Lido is a
good idea and Maisie might be there! The Bookshop is
currently promoting the Lido with the offer of a free swim
when you buy three summer reads. Polly’s tips for summer
reading for three- to four-year-olds also include Odd Dog Out
by Rob Biddulph, A Dog Day by Emily Rand, and No Nancy No
by Alice Tait. 

Meanwhile, grown-ups can devour the second chart-
topping suspense thriller I See You by our ex-police sergeant,
Clare Mackintosh, which is now out in paperback.

Rollright Trust’s 20th year
The Rollright Stones began its 2017 season at Easter and the
early signs are that
they are in for a
very busy season.
Recently installed
are three new
locally made
information board
stands – a vast
improvement on
the old signs lashed
to gates, etc – much
easier for visitors
(pictured!) to read.
A really enthusiastic bunch of Wardens will be on site most
good-weather weekends to chat to, and they will be selling a
range of guides, postcards, etc. Resident dowser Ron Dudley
Smith continues to entertain visitors as well as keep the grass
cut. Especially anticipated is the launch of the Trust’s 20th

Anniversary year and the beginning of the National Festival of
Archaeology Week with an all-day event at Chipping Norton
Theatre on Saturday 15 July featuring a heady and exciting
mixture of talks by experts, films, exhibits and activities about
archaeology with an up-to-date talk by the archaeologists
examining the Saxon Lady skeleton discovered at the
Rollrights in 2015. All talks/films, etc. are free but booking is
essential via The Theatre box office, 642350 Then on August
Bank Holiday Monday the Trust is organising Family Fun Day
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At last! – Spring St repairs
Over six months after work finished on the construction of
the new Premier Inn in Spring Street, the broken kerbs and
damage to pavements are being repaired by Oxfordshire
County Council. Residents say that significant damage was
caused by constructors’ traffic and turning vehicles, making
some of the kerb edges dangerous for pedestrians and those
with buggies and mobility scooters. Repairs will include
pavement resurfacing and reseating or replacing kerb stones
– from the top of Spring Street all the way down and into
Church Lane. Work starts mid-June and will take
approximately 10 working days. The works will be carried
under temporary traffic light management if necessary.
Pedestrians will be encouraged to use the opposite footway
adjacent to the works. Anyone with concerns should contact
the site supervisor Mike Stoner, tel: 0845 310 1111.

Boost for Leisure Centre
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre will see an extension of its
health and fitness area as part of a £9.3m investment
programme for leisure facilities across West Oxfordshire over
the next 10 years. Other improvements will be for centres in
Carterton, Witney, and Woodstock. A further 30 full-time jobs
will be created at the facilities owned by West Oxfordshire
District Council, along with 20 apprentice positions a year,
with the aim of more than doubling the number of users
visiting the facilities in the next five years to 1.5 million. The
pledges have been made by centre operator, GLL, whose
contract has been renewed from 1 August for the next 10
years following a tendering process. Talented athletes across

There’s a website to add to the fun too! See
www.animal_agents.org.uk. A couple of special dates for the
diary as well: Animal Agents story time and activity, Thursday
27 July from 10.30 to 12 noon; and Cartoon workshop with
Clive Goddard, Thursday 3 August from 2 to 3pm.

Test your detective skills! Join the Challenge to receive
your special bookmark from The Oxfordshire Museum in
Woodstock so you can take part for free in their Animal
Agents trail and enter a special prize draw. Adults can get
involved too. Look out for the Oxfordshire Reads postcards
to enter a prize draw! Contact the Library at 01608 643559
or Chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Time to Ceilidh!
Why not join in the dancing
for a fantastic
evening in
Chipping
Norton
Town Hall
with
another
Banbury 
Country Dance Band Ceilidh. It’s on Friday 21 July at 7.30pm
and all in aid of The Theatre. If you need some inspiration this
poem was written by Chippy’s theatre, folk and dance
enthusiast, Ann Wooby, to celebrate last year’s very successful
dance and is dedicated to The Caller and The Band. 

Up Toes All 

At the Ceilidh skipping gaily,
Shedding stick and shawl, 
Young folk prancing, old folk dancing, 
Up toes all!

Reeling, wheeling, laughing, squealing, 
Dancers big and small 
Whirling, swirling, curling, skirting, 
Whooping down the hall. 

‘Ha-ha-ha-ing, fa-la-la-ing’ 
Echoes wall to wall.
Right hand starring, left hand starring, 
Up arms all! 

Swinging, singing, rafters ringing, 
Stepping, standing tall. 
Haste and scurry, waste and worry 
Gone beyond recall. 

Do-si-do-ing, floating, flowing. 
Have ourselves a Ball! 
Swaying, sweeping, larking, leaping. 
Up legs all! 

Norfolk Long Dance, Drops of Brandy, 
Com Rigs, Horse’s Brawl. 
You’ll discover Ceilidh lovers 
Never creep or crawl. 

So join with us, the merry dancers, 
Praise the Caller’s call. 
Praise our Singers and Musicians. 
Up hands all! 
Ann Wooby (with thanks to Kenneth Grahame for ‘Up Tails All ‘) 
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see www.khh.org.uk/gardens or call 01295 816484. 
Katharine House is looking for volunteers to help with

everything from catering to complementary therapies, saving
the Hospice around £400,000pa. Volunteer roles include:
Catering Assistants, Kitchen Assistants, Receptionists;
Complementary Therapists, Patient Transport, Shop
Volunteers, General Day Hospice, Ward Clerks, Gardeners.
For more information contact Joanna Morris, Volunteer Co-
ordinator on 01295 811866 email volunteering@khh.org.uk,
or visit www.khh.org.uk/volunteering.

Summer at The Lido

If you haven’t been to The Lido yet this season, what are you
waiting for? It’s lovely in there whatever the weather, but let’s
hope for warm, sunny days over the holidays. If you are 16 or
over before 14 July, you can train, then work, as one of the
lifeguards. The Lido’s NPLQ course runs from Monday 10 to
Friday 14 July. Some places are still available for the junior
intensive swimming lessons, which run from Monday to Friday
over the four weeks commencing 31 July. More information
and booking forms are available from www.chippylido.co.uk,
by emailing info@chippylido.co.uk or from the Lido office.

The next Late Swim with Swing by FiddleBop (jazz swing
with a gypsy zing) is on Saturday 26 August, 7-11pm. BBQ and
donation bar. Tickets in advance from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop
and on the door (£6 adult, £4 children/concession). This was
great fun last year, so add it to your diary and tell your friends.

Save the date – on Friday 8 September a special guest
auctioneer will be hosting our next Auction of Promises in
the Town Hall. If you have a promise you would like us to
auction to raise funds to help keep The Lido going, we’d love
to hear from you. Don’t forget, a season ticket is the most
economical way to enjoy The Lido, particularly for larger
families. All events and activities are on the website,
www.chippylido.co.uk, Facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter
@ChippyLido. You can donate via www.Totalgiving.co.uk
and/or as you shop online via
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido.

Claire Willamson

Great Rollright Church news
The Chipping Norton Deanery has recently launched its
Pilgrim Paths, a series of walks that guide you through readings
and reflections as well as taking in the beautiful countryside
with which we are blessed. One of the first is the Hook
Norton Circular Walk. There are details and leaflets including
children’s activity leaflets in all our churches. For something
to do with the family on a fine summer’s day, why not
consider a walk around the nearby villages? A new Calendar
of Services is available from St Andrew’s, Great Rollright or

West Oxfordshire will once again be able to access funding
from the GLL Sport Foundation, which aims to support and
develop young sportsmen and women in order to help them
achieve their Olympic and Paralympic ambitions. Established
in 1993, GLL is the largest UK-based charitable social
enterprise delivering leisure, health and community services.
GLL employs 60 full-time employees and approximately 125
part-time employees in West Oxfordshire

Leisure Centre summer fun
There are lots of things to keep kids occupied this summer up
at the Leisure Centre in Burford Road. Weekly swimming
courses for different stages are on over the 5 weeks starting on
24 July. There are mixed sport summer camps in the weeks of
31 July, 14 August and 28 August. There are also drop in racquet
sessions, pool inflatable sessions and a football 5-a-side
tournament each week on various days. Contact the centre on
644412 or email chipping.norton@gll.org for details

Hand in those balloons!
Churchill Village Festival was a
huge success and despite
inclement weather at times, there
was a steady flow of visitors. Our
Thrive charity stand was very
busy and our Balloon Race was
hugely popular! We have already
received returned tickets from
two balloons which travelled all
the way to Cambridge and
Norfolk! The deadline for tickets
to be returned by the public is 4
July, when the ticket owner from

the farthest destination will win four tickets to Feastival, and
the sender will receive a £10 reward for returning the
winning ticket. Thrive North Ox is a local charity supporting
local children living in deprivation. We provide new essential
items where finances at home may be insufficient. For further
information about what we do: www.thrive-northox.co.uk.

Andrea Ratcliffe

Gt Rollright – Great Market!
Next market dates are Saturday 1 July and 5 August at the
Village Hall, 9.30-12.30. Come and see what’s happening in
Great Rollright at this market bursting with freshly made,
baked, crafted and produced goods. The July second-hand
book theme is Holiday Reading. In August, with the kids at
home, our theme is Crafts. Books start at 50p, so come and
find a bargain! One customer told us ‘this is a fabulous friendly
market – thank you, we especially enjoyed our coffee and
rolls, enjoying the beautiful view across the fields!’ Treat
yourself to a good start to your Saturday morning.

Brenda Hayden

Katharine House update
The Katharine House Festival of Open Gardens runs from
May to September with over 30 gardens open (see summer
supplement). There are also some fantastic garden talks from
renowned local gardeners, as well as a flower festival, not to
mention teas and home-made cakes at many of the gardens.
More information on this, other events and how to donate
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any of the other churches in the benefice. St Andrew’s is
open during daylight hours so do pick up a calendar, as
services may well change over the summer. Details of
upcoming events and services are on the Facebook page, just
search for ‘St Andrew’s Church, Great Rollright’.

Sarah Durham

Lawrence Team update
This year so far, the Home Nursing Team has cared for 26
patients, providing 302 visits covering 1,667 hours. The Annual
Meeting will take place at the Lower Town Hall, Chipping
Norton, at 7pm on Monday 3 July. All are welcome and
refreshments provided. The Team is keen to hear from anyone
who has business and marketing expertise and could spare an
hour or two per month to share ideas and help raise
awareness of the service and fundraising events in the wider
community. Please telephone 684475.
All are welcome at the inaugural four-mile family walk leaving
Salford Village Hall on Sunday 2 July from 10am. The walk is to
Over Norton and back to Salford via St Mary’s Church,

Chipping Norton. A shorter, children’s nature trail will also
start from Salford Village. Details and route map are on our
website. Comedian and actor, Miles Jupp, joins fellow
comedians, Mark Steel, Lloyd Langford and Pippa Evans, for
Laugh for Lawrence, on Friday 15 September, 7.45pm at The
Theatre, Chipping Norton. £25 tickets are available via The
Theatre Box Office 642350, in person, or online at
www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

A dinner/dance with guest speaker is planned at Long
Compton Village Hall on Saturday 28 October. Details on
www.lawrencehomenursing.org or telephone 684475. 

Verity Fifer

Friends’ Fete & Barn Dance
Despite a showery day the Friends of St Mary’s Church Fete
was an enjoyable occasion and special thanks go to the
Chipping Norton School Jazz Band and their music teachers
who just kept ‘playing in the rain’! The Friends would also like
to say a big thank you to the ATC cadets for their unfailing
support. Watch out for next year’s Fete! The Friends’ next
event will not be so weather dependent since they are inviting
everyone to their Annual Barn Dance in the Town Hall on
Saturday 14 October at 7.30pm. Once again there will be
dancing to Merrylegs and a lovely supper will be provided by
Ceci Magee – all for the ticket price of £22, which will be
available from Jaffé & Neale, the Church Office (tel 646202)
and Jo Graves (tel. 643976; jograves46@aol.com). The Friends
of St Mary’s Church exists to support the maintenance of the
fabric of our wonderful Grade I listed Church building. If you

feel you would like to join for a membership fee of £10 per
annum, please contact Jo Graves for further details.

Jo Graves

Magic at Henry Cornish
David Gardner came to entertain
us at the Henry Cornish Care
Centre recently with some magic
tricks. All were mesmerised by
the tricks and are still trying to
work out how he performed
them. David was ten years old
when he was given a David Nixon
magic box at Christmas and has
been using his magic ever since.

Karen Berwick

October Gala Concert plans
Following the success of the home-grown Gala Concert in
the Town Hall last year (supported by Rotary Chipping
Norton) everyone is looking forward to another evening of
wonderful entertainment, courtesy of local entertainers. The
organising team hopes to give the Town something new this
year and is opening the way for anyone wishing to ‘showcase’
their talent and raise money for local charities. Singers,
Musicians, Dancers and Entertainers are all invited to apply to
be in the show. This year’s Concert is on Saturday 21 October.
If you’d like to be in the show just contact Joyce & Arthur
Taylor (e-mail chippingnortonfestival2014@gmail.com or
telephone 643611). It’s gonna be a great night!

Joyce Taylor
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Edward Thomas Deakin 
‘Ted the Bread’ 24-12-1940

– 25-6-2017
On 8 June the Church of St. Mary
was full to overflowing with the
family and friends of Ted Deakin
– a measure of the high regard
in which ‘Ted the Bread’ was
held. The service reflected all
aspects of Ted’s life – his
interest in music, his love of his
family, his closeness to his
friends and his enjoyment of life.
Born in Great Rollright, Ted went
to school there, lived there for many
years and retained close contacts with his
home village all his life – a closeness emphasised by the
‘Rollright Boys’ carrying Ted’s wicker coffin at the funeral in a
last act of friendship. The wicker coffin was chosen to remind
people of the baskets containing bread in Ted’s van. Ted left
school to work at the Co-op, eventually taking over the
bread-round franchise. Life was never all work for Ted. He
married Pauline, and they had two daughters, Rachel and
Becky. Ted organised sports activities in Rollright, was a Parish
Councillor and a member of the Rollright Charities and was
at the centre of village life. After he and Pauline separated, Ted
moved to Chipping Norton and met Monica, whom he
married in 2011, becoming stepfather to Emma. In 2000 Ted
gave up the bread round and became ‘Ted the Taxi’. He
continued to be involved with the Oddfellows, to run the
Dominoes Club, and support Monica in her fundraising work
for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. Ted always thought of
others; people mattered to him, and his kindly presence will
be missed by many people in the Town and the villages around.
Rev’d Acreman in his eulogy reminded the congregation that
Ted would be all right and in fact was probably already
organising the first celestial dominoes league. Donations for
Lawrence Home Nursing Team c/o ALSole & Son, Bidston
Close, Over Norton. OX7 5PP. Grateful thanks to the
Lawrence and Marie Curie Nurses.

Dr Denys Thompson
1941–2017

Dr Thompson was a GP in Chippy for about 10 years in the
seventies. Many readers will have benefited from his gentle,
thorough care. Denys died just before Easter in Leckhampton
at the Sue Ryder Hospice. Donations through Sue Ryder in
his name. Condolences to his family.

Heather Leonard

Police & Neighbourhood Safety
This month’s update is from Clare Percival of the new Chipping
Norton Community Resilience Group, Local Police, and local press

Community Resilience Group In June we had a
productive CRG meeting where objectives and plans for the
three priority areas taken forward from the last meeting were
discussed. Our Neighbourhood Inspector Stephen Hookham
was at the meeting and gave some useful advice to the group.
Now we need your help!:

• SPEEDWATCH We have two dates agreed for
briefing/training sessions with Special Constable Milton
Eldridge. They are Thursday 22 June at 7pm and Saturday 1 July
at 12noon and will last approximately an hour. Meet in New
Street long stay car park near the recycling area. Anyone that
would like to volunteer to help with the Speed Watch, please
come along, everyone's welcome. 

• Parking/Obstruction We'll be obtaining and collating
evidence and information regarding this issue over the coming
weeks. The Neighbourhood Police team will be working
closely with us on this. The biggest areas of concern at this
time are The Green and London Road during school drop off
and pick up times. We will also be conducting a poll so that
residents can have their say about where they feel the biggest
problem with dangerous/obstructive parking is. Please look
out for that! (See also Letter p30 - Ed)

• Anti-Social Behaviour When out and about, if you come
across anything that you think is a result of Anti-Social
Behaviour eg broken glass, rubbish, graffiti (not people!),
please take a photo and send it us in confidence to
ChippingNortonCRG@gmail.com. This will be passed to our
local police. (See also Letter p30 - Ed)

Next meeting: Tuesday 19 September 7.30 at Glyme Hall. All welcome.
Clare Percival

Purse and wallet thefts PCSO Cheryl Harrison reports an
increase in purse and wallet thefts in Chipping Norton. First,
when shopping, please ensure your purse/wallet is kept
securely, either in a handbag or shopping bag with a
compartment with zip or clasp, or in a secure inside-jacket
pocket. Some reports also mention incidents just before the
theft of being barged into or pushed, and perhaps an
accomplice helping. Charity shops seem particularly
vulnerable as well as larger stores. Please be aware when out
shopping.

Post box thefts PCSO Wes Smith reports an increase of
post box theft, most recently in Sarsden between 18 and 19
May. The offenders pulled the box out from a wall causing
considerable damage. If you have any further information
please contact police on 101 and quote crime reference
number 43170144560.

Monthly Crime For March, Police say that there were 68
crimes reported in the Chipping Norton area (which includes
Charlbury and many villages) of which 39 were in the Town.
Of the whole total, the major items were burglary, theft and
shoplifting (17), antisocial behaviour (14), criminal damage and
arson (13) and violence and sexual offences (11). If you have
any information on crime or suspicious activity do not
hesitate to call local police on 101. 

MINDFULNESS FOR STRESS
THE 8 WEEK COURSE

run by fully qualified UK networks Teacher
Starts Tuesday 26th September 6pm-8.15pm
Venue: Chipping Norton Health Centre

Contact: Nikki@yogafocus.co.uk
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The Theatre
Shows at the Theatre

The Super Sleuth is on his way! Opening on 19 September is
a 5-day run of Sherlock Holmes and the Crimson Cobbles,
a brand new home-grown caper for adults and family
audiences. This has been specially commissioned for Chipping
Norton Theatre and promises to be a hilarious theatrical
experience. More in next month’s News. 

Don’t be caught napping! Tickets are now on sale for this

year’s panto, Sleeping Beauty.  No beauty sleep for Friends
who wanted to snap up tickets. First in the queue at 7am was
Sandra. What dedication to our lovely Theatre and what a
compliment to all those involved in the production – booking
in June for an event at Christmas speaks volumes. Box Office
642350.

Theatre Summer Workshops 

6 months-3 years ~ Little Music Makers’ Summer Session
22 August, 9.45am-10.15am. £5 per child. Join it for a summer
holiday-themed musical workshop. From koalas and
kangaroos in Australia to African drums via monkeys on the
beach in Trinidad, lots of fun’s in store for you and your little
ones.

2-4 years ~ Little Dancers’ Summer Session 22 August,
10.45am-11.15am. £5 per child. Join us for a fun, summer-
themed dance workshop. Moving through a variety of dance
styles and using a wide range of props, you and your child will
enjoy dancing and games inspired by popular, diverse music
with a flavour of summer.

5-7 years ~ Three Day Drama 31 July-2 August, 10am-3pm,
Tickets: £90 or 14-16 August, 10am-1pm. Tickets: £70. This
interactive workshop aims to build confidence, creativity and
imagination. Improvisation, mime and storytelling will be
explored in this fun and exciting experience. Participants
perform on the stage on Wednesday. 

‘It’s really really really good. Now I want to do it on Saturdays’ –
Previous 5-7 year old participant.

5-7 years ~ Three Day Musical Theatre 7-9 August,
10am-1pm, Tickets: £70. Working with creative practitioners,
this high-energy workshop provides a chance to sing songs
and learn some dance routines which participants will
perform on the stage at 12.45pm on Wednesday. 

‘This was fantastic! Way beyond my expectations’ – Parent of a
previous 5-7 year old participant.

8-12 years ~ Drama Weeks 10am-4pm 31 July-4 August, or
7 -11 August, or 14-18 August. Tickets: £130. Working with a
theatre professional, participants will develop a piece of

theatre together and learn how performances transfer from
the rehearsal room to the stage. Each week culminates in a
performance on stage at 6.30pm on Friday.
‘So good – so impressed – how do you improve on that?!’ – Parent
of 2016 participant.

Musical Theatre Weeks 10am-5pm 31 July-4 August, or 7-
11 August, or 14-18 August, (Woodstock). Tickets: £145.
Working with professional theatre practitioners, this provides
a chance to create a musical theatre show. After intensive
rehearsals, participants perform their show on The Theatre’s
stage at 6.30pm on Friday. Those based at Woodstock will be
bussed to The Theatre on Thursday and Friday. 
‘She has had a lovely week and made some good friends – all the
children should be very proud of what they have achieved in a
week.’ – Parent of 2016 participant.

13+ years West End to Broadway 21-26 August, 10am-
5pm, Tickets: £155. Working with a professional team,
including a director, musical director and choreographer,
participants will rehearse and perform a variety of show-
stopping songs and excerpts from West End to Broadway
musicals. This exhilarating and inspiring week culminates in
performances on Saturday. For those who book, auditions for
principals take place in late June/early July. 
‘What a fantastic week my daughters have had. Absolutely brilliant
performance and well worth the money’– 2016 Proud Parent.

Owen Mumford Gallery

The Gallery, situated above the bar in the Theatre, is open all
year round with a different artist exhibited each month. Local

and national artists are welcome to display their work with
the majority of pieces on sale to the general public. Opening
hours are pre/post-performance and 1pm to 3pm on
Saturdays. 29 June-24July: David Whordley (whose work is
pictured). 27 July-2 August: Summer Schools + Luke Daniels.

Friends of The Theatre 

The Friends support The Theatre with an annual subscription
and fundraising events but also have other fun events in their
calendar. All are welcome, whether Friend or not, at the
following events. A Garden Party on Saturday 15 July, 2-
4.30pm at the Old Vicarage, Church Street. Cream teas and
lots of stalls, plus St Mary’s school children country dancing
and music from a group from Chipping Norton School. 

Want to know more about HM? Come to a Lunch on
Saturday 9 September with speaker Ian Scott-Hunter:
Memories of a Royal Footman to HM the Queen. Two course
lunch, including a glass of wine, £20. 12pm for 12.30pm in the
Town Hall. For further details and/or if you would like to
become a Friend contact the Box Office,
rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk or Val Clark on 01451 830684. 

THE ARTS
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Weekend Festival 
The team that brought the
successful Emma’s Trust Festival
are back on Friday 29 September
to Sunday 1 October with the
YIMBY (Yes In My Back Yard)
Festival. It’s a positive celebration of everything local that
welcomes everyone for a Weekend of Community
Celebration. Ian Nolan Events are producing the Festival at
Chipping Norton Cricket Club which will see authors,
children’s workshops, local food and drink, music and
theatre all come together for a glittering weekend. Partners
include The ACE Centre and Chipping Norton Literary
Festival, who will be hosting a special authors event on
Friday 29 ahead of a traditional family fun day on Saturday 30
September. Expect fluffy members of Adam Henson’s
Cotswold Farm Park alongside circus workshops, theatre
performances and a tent stuffed with literary activity in the
Scribble! children’s tent.

A magical evening of West End stars will be the glittering
finale on Sunday 1 October when local young people and, for
the first time, some older members of the community will
perform a musical gala alongside a dazzling team of
professional performers; the second half of the show will take
inspiration from a world-famous smash hit musical. Follow on
facebook and sign-up to our newsletter at
www.yimbyfest.co.uk for the latest information! Some events
are ticketed, available from The Theatre Box Office on 642350.
Thanks to Owen Mumford and Arts Council England for their
generous financial support.

Other local events & news
FibreFest 3 June Review by Kaye
Freeman. Good weather added to
the colour and bustle along Middle
Row to ensure a successful Fibre
Festival, run by Fibreworks. The
theme this year was Young Makers
and Entrepreneurs, and environ-
mentalists among us will be pleased
to learn that recycling and the use
of natural materials were also
represented. I will mention just a
few of the interesting stalls I visited.
Jo Hayduk of New Once Worn was
selling lovely clothes and home
accessories from recycled textiles and unwanted clothes.
Multi-coloured yarns by HeyJayYarn made a brilliant display.
The mixtures in each skein were carefully chosen and looked
amazing: pity The News cannot show you her wares in colour!
I bought a chunky, but light weight, necklace from Frankin
Wolf, with beads made of baby-safe silicone and Canadian
maple wood. Such lovely summery colours. 

Courtney and Co supply
buttons to Fibreworks and
for the Festival had a stall
promoting and selling their
buttons including a display
showing how the blanks were
transformed into buttons of
varying colours and designs.

Courtney and Co is a family business based in Bourton-on-
the-Water, who, wishing to keep the button making craft alive,
acquired the last purpose-made button-making machines left
in the UK. They make buttons from corozo, which is a nut
from the Tagua palm found in Central America, and casein
which are 99% milk! Casein buttons were made in Stroud in
19th century so it’s good to know the craft has now returned
to the Cotswolds. At the entrance to the shop was a stall
where anyone could learn to make pompoms. The ones on
display were eye-catching and throughout the day all ages sat
down to make one. 

Visiting the workshop upstairs was inspiring: every
surface was covered with skillfully made clothes, quilts,
cushions, bunting and more, all made by pupils and teachers of
the many classes held there. I went straight home and got my
sewing machine out, determined to continue to make what I
can, not buy! 

Sunday Tea Concert 4 June Review by Alasdair Ross.
Charlbury’s Memorial Hall hosted a recital for piano and cello
that moved and delighted its audience. It was organised by the
Charlbury Refugee Action Group and themes of national
identity and alienation ran through the programme. The
programme of Schumann, Shostakovich, and Manuel de Falla,
arranged for the piano of Emma Lowe and the cello of
Jacqueline Johnson, was full of drama and pathos, subtlety and
passion. The unassuming venue – the kind of place where the
audience helps stack the chairs when the concert is over –
created an intimate atmosphere. The cello, in particular, was
felt as much as heard – exactly as it should be. Schumann’s
Phantasiestucke conveys passion and whimsy in equal measure,
facets of his divided nature that delivered the composer to a

THE ARTS



16

THE ARTS

mental institution at the end of his life. Shostakovich was
persecuted by the Soviet regime and confronted with the
emigrant’s dilemma: stay or go, resist or adapt? His cello
sonata speaks with a passionate defiance that explains,
perhaps, why Stalin wasn’t a fan. Seeking a Spanish musical
identity, Manuel de Falla reached into his country’s folk
tradition, yet the six popular songs included references to
Spain’s indivisible Christian and Muslim history. Even the
ambient accompaniment of starlings, blackbirds and St Mary’s
Church nearby sounding the hour seemed to enhance this
spectacle of music and musicianship in a quiet corner of
Oxfordshire. This was the last in a series of five concerts for
the same cause. See September issue of the News for details
of autumn concerts.

The Adderbury Ensemble has a reputation for its very
high standard of Oxford Coffee Concerts and Music in
Adderbury and now includes Chipping Norton as one of its
venues. It has already held three concerts here this year, and
returns to the Town Hall at 7.30pm on Friday 7 July. Martyn

Jackson (violin), Jenny Sacha (violin), Chris Windass (viola) and
Jane Fenton (cello) will be performing: Dvořák’s String
Quartet no 10 in E flat major, op 51, B92 and Borodin’s
String Quartet no 2 in D major Tickets: £15 (£12.00 for
mailing list subscribers and £5 for students). Available at the
door or call 07711 606996 to reserve. For details, see their
website www.adderburyensemble.com.

The Wychwood Chorale Summer Cocktail: a refreshing
blend of choral flavours on Saturday 8 July at 7.30pm at St
Mary the Virgin Church, Shipton-under-Wychwood, OX7 6BP.
Free admission and refreshments with a voluntary collection
in aid of the church and The Wychwood Project.
www.wychwoodchorale.org.uk.

Stow Art Group Summer Exhibition. Affordable original
art at Oddington Village Hall GL56 0XD, 26-30 August. Open
each day 10am-6pm,Wednesday 10am-1pm. Free entry

Churchill summer films – Two movies are showing over
summer at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall. On Saturday 8
July is Lion, an amazing film, based on a true story, of Saroo, a
five year old boy in India who gets lost from his rural home
village and returns, assisted by Google Earth, to seek his
mother many years later. Oscar nominated with fine acting
from Sunny Pawar, Dev Patel and Nicole Kidman. On Friday
11 August is La La Land, the blockbuster delectable Oscar
winning musical with Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling. An
unforgettable experience, moving and genuine, with
exuberant musical set-pieces and one that overflows with a
love of the cinema. This will be a film and supper evening,
come to The Chequers for a special £20 movie menu main
course at 6pm, dessert after the film. All films start at 7.30;
tickets £4.50 pay on the door. For more information and to
book ring Jackie on 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com

New novel by Juliet Heslewood This local author, from
Ascott-under-Wychwood, has a novel
entitled Mr Nicholls, due to come out in
July. The whole story is based on facts, Mr
Nicholls being the man who passionately
loved Charlotte Brontë. Juliet is an art
historian and has published many notable
books on this subject. Her interest in the
subject of Mr Nicholls for a novel grew

out of the following, ‘I have always had a passion for the
Brontës. I grew up in Yorkshire and
played truant from secretarial
college to visit the Brontë
landscape. The thesis subject of my
MA in English Literature was the
Brontës and their environment.
During my research I came across
a Mr John Robinson and his
involvement with the family. He
was visited by a newspaper
reporter on the occasion of his
60th wedding anniversary. He
recalled how, as a young boy, he
witnessed the suffering of his teacher, Mr Nicholls, the Irish
curate who fell in love with Charlotte Brontë. John’s
recollections returned him to the time when he was not yet
ten years old. He told of spying on the Brontë family in the
now famous parsonage from his secret place, high up in the
church tower. And he revealed how an extraordinary story
developed in that formidable Yorkshire landscape’. Juliet will
be giving a talk later in the year at Jaffé & Neale.

HiddenBeauty
8 Middle Row

Chipping Norton

0X7 5NH

01608 643862

Email:hiddenbeautyoxfordshire@yahoo.com

Website:www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart
of Chipping Norton

Offering a wide range of beauty

and hair treatments. 

Hair services

Nail treatments

Environ Facials

Waxing

Lashes & brows 

Competitive prices

We pride ourselves on our quality standards
and customer care

For queries, questions and more
information, feel free to get in touch today.



Summer Supplement
For visitors and all regular readers, a special centre feature of

summer fun starts here with lots to do and see!

Visitor Information 
The nearest ‘official’ Visitor Information office is in Burford (01993 823558) but the Information Point at the Guildhall has

leaflets, advice and computer access to tourist information (tel 643384, open Mon-Thurs 8.45-4.30, 4pm on Fri, closed 1-2).
On Saturday mornings local volunteers run a very helpful visitor information desk (10-1) at the Town Hall. 

Care has been taken to give accurate information but it is always best to check before making a special journey.
All phone numbers have STD code 01608 unless otherwise stated.

The Cotswold Hare Trail,
on throughout the
Cotswolds until 10
September, includes
Chipping Norton and
nearby towns. In all, 80
five-foot tall hares are
to be found across 28
towns and villages, with
many places  also
putting on linked hare
themed events and displaying 18in
high leverets (hares less than a
year old). Each 5ft hare is unique,
decorated by a professional or
amateur artist, a school or
community group, with the trail to
find them designed to promote

local businesses through tourism and to showcase the
artistic talents of residents. Each hare’s theme is chosen by
its sponsors and often celebrates local historic figures,
regional architecture or local landmarks.

The Cotswold Hare Trail was launched with the help of Joey,
the full-size puppet of War Horse fame. He, with his puppeteers,
unveiled a very special War Horse hare which can be found in the
garden of the Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock. Here in Chippy
we have our hare called Geoffrey Furbidge pictured on the front

page. He is named  in honour of Geoffrey Burbidge,
(1925-2010) renowned astrophysicist who was born
in the Town.Admire his buttons and the contents in
his pockets some of which refer to local sponsors.
Visit Marjorie, the Hare in St Mary’s on the Green,
Witney, designed by artist Traci Moss. She is based
on the poem Pied Beauty by Gerald Manley Hopkins
which starts ‘Glory to
God for dappled things’.
The poem is next to her
so you can see the

connections.
17 locations on the Trail,

including here, have a single hare.
But nearby are two in both Witney
and Broadway, and four in
Moreton in Marsh and Woodstock.
The Trail runs from Pershore to
Bristol, Woodstock to Berkeley,
with Cirencester boasting 20
hares. Each one is worth a visit.
Leaflets and trail maps are
available from Tourist Information
Centres, Chippy’s Saturday
morning Information desk in the Lower Town Hall and on line at
www.cirencestermarchharefestival.org.uk. The hares will be
auctioned in October. All proceeds go to charity.

The Cotswold Hare Trail

Picnics on
 the Bus

Houses and Gardens

A Walk & Fun roun
d Town

Music Festivals

Local Fetes & Fun

The War Horse Hare
in Woodstock

Marjorie in Witney

Geoffrey’s pocket



Take a picnic on the bus
It’s the summer holidays! Mum, what
are we going to do today? Taking the
family out can be expensive but just
by hopping on a bus a whole new world
opens up. Pack a picnic, wander down
to West Street and decide which bus
to catch. Kids like travelling on buses
so the journey is part of the day out.
The Newsteam’s Sue Hadland has
some suggestions.

First the S3 bus to Oxford (daily) -
Get off in Woodstock and explore

Blenheim park or if the weather is unfavourable visit the
Oxfordshire Museum, with lots for all ages. The Museum’s free, and
if you use one of the back entrances to the park there is no charge.
You can stay on the bus and continue into Oxford. On the way get
off in North Oxford and visit Cutteslowe Park with its many
attractions. There is a splash pool, gardens, playgrounds, tennis
courts and crazy golf to hire and also the miniature railway,
although it is not
open every day.
Check the website.
Carry on further
into Oxford and
visit the University
Parks, a haven of
peace and tranquillity with the river meandering by and probably a
game of cricket to watch. Just down the road is the Museum of
Natural History with its dinosaurs and many interactive exhibits
which children love. If you don’t fancy the walk through from the
Woodstock Road, where the S3 bus drops you, there is a No. 500
or No.7 from Woodstock which go via the new Parkway Station to
Summertown, stopping at both parks.

Take the X50 to Stratford-upon-Avon (daily) for another
wonderful park on the riverside. See the boats, the canal system,
buskers and entertainers and the gardens and fountains. There’s
an excellent fish and chip shop at the north end of the park. This
is a fair weather location as most of the attractions in Stratford
have entrance charges.

Why not the 488 to Banbury? There is the canal with Tooley’s Yard,
all the colourful narrow boats, and the parks. Also there is yet
another museum, entrance in the Shopping Centre, which boasts
lots of interactive exhibits and fascinating information on the
history of Banbury. Try workshops at the Mill Theatre or MFA ten
pin bowling. Or stop off en route for a tour of Hook Norton Brewery
and visitor centre, or Wigginton Waterfowl sanctuary to hug some
animals!

Finally the X9 to Witney. Chadlington on the way,
has a lovely childrens’ playground: run off excess
energy, enjoy a picnic or refreshments at Café de la
Poste. On to Charlbury and explore this quaint little
town or further to Witney where there is a large
park, three museums (including animals to stroke

at Cogges Manor) and a vibrant Thursday market.

There you have it!!! Lots of places to visit on one of the buses which
serve our town. Enjoy yourselves. 

Timetables are available at the Guildhall and the Saturday morning
information centre as well as on the operators’ web sites.

Start at the Town Hall steps Chipping Norton (cheppeng or
chepeneng meaning Market and norton meaning north town) –
so you are in North Market Town and taking a walk round the
centre. It’s a very old town with evidence of Roman settlements
nearby and in the 11th century there was a manor, 50 houses
and 250 people living here. During the Middle Ages the town
flourished selling fleeces and the charter granted by King John
for an annual fair which evolved into a Mop Fair where people
came to look for employment. Chippy Mop survives to this day
now based around fairground fun. 
Explore Topside and Middle Row Find a building dated 1890.
Turn left and look at Market Place where
wool and sheep were traded right up to the
20th Century. Walk along the top side of
Market Place and turn left at W H Smith’s,
to see the buildings on the lower side and
the view beyond the Town. Cross the road
and continue down to the pavement at the
bottom. Can you spot the Green Man
sculpture on one of the buildings? Walk past
Jaffé & Neale Bookshop on your left and
turn left into the paved area of Middle Row.
Walk along to the cream coloured building –
the  Guildhall where the Burgesses and
Bailiffs met to decide the administration of
the Town.
Down to St Mary’s Church Past the Guildhall turn left and
walk downhill past the Theatre Box Office. At The Chequers
pub cross over down Church Street. On your right are the
Almshouses, and you also pass a Blue Plaque on the left in
memory of victims of a plane crash during World War II. The
building with an archway was the first real school in the town,
started by the Rev’d Redrobe. St Mary’s Church at the
bottom, is a ‘Wool Church’, with its unusual hexagonal porch
ornamented with roof carvings. The churchyard is worth

Fun around Chi
The Lido – open air pool and grassy
picnic area. www.chippylido.co.uk. 
CN Leisure Centre – indoor pool, gym,
games, activities call 644412
The ACE Centre – Holiday play schemes,
family activity. www.ace-chipping-
norton.co.uk call 644440
Library – Animal Agents kids’ reading
challenge, workshops (see p9)
The Theatre Summer workshops for all ages. Cinema,

A walk around Ch

Some other ideas for an h

Try an hour’s town walk – based on a more detailed g
Peta Simmons. Ask at the Library or the Visitor Inf

(10am

What shall we



Houses & Gardens 
For a family stroll, some local history plus tea & cake, you
could try some local houses and open gardens. Google the

names for directions, times and events. 
National Trust has a nearby place at Chastleton House
and Gardens (pictured)  where gunpowder plotters lurked
and the rules of
croquet were invented
150 years ago. Wolf
Hall TV addicts may
recognise some of the
sets! There are other
NT houses at Upton,
Snowshill, Buscott and
Stowe; gardens at
Hidcote; Roman Villa at Chedworth and special landscapes
at Dover’s Hill and The White Horse. Individual properties
organise family friendly activities, see
www.nationaltrust.org.uk
Kelmscott Manor, was the country home of William Morris,
between Oxford and Swindon. Rousham, is near Lower
Heyford. Broadway Tower is the Cotswolds ‘highest castle’,
a unique Capability Brown Folly Tower, with views of 16
counties, nuclear bunker and great café.
Compton Verney Art Gallery and Park, just off the Fosse
Way on the B4086 is an art gallery with a difference. The
largest collection of folk art in the country. Capability
Brown landscape with lovely picnic spots by the lake. Giant
sandpit, café, adventure playground & Nature’s Art box.

National Herb Centre
just north of
Banbury; wonderful
for a summer visit.
Children’s activities
eg den-building, pond-
dipping, bug hunting,
and a mini-beast
show (check website

for days and times). Batsford Arboretum, just west of
Moreton-in-Marsh, has woody trails, as does Harcourt
Arboretum, south of Oxford, and Oxford Botanic Gardens
have some amazing hot house plants.
National Gardens Scheme (the Yellow Book!) sees small
village and country houses gardens open for charity.
Broughton Castle and Broughton Grange are both open to
visitors on Sun 23 July, the castle with its moat and acre
of gardens, often seen in feature films. 
In Oxford college gardens open for NGS in July include
Wadham College ( Sun 9 July), Trinity (Sun 30 July)
Merton College Old Fellows Garden (30 July) 2-5pm. Other
gardens include Westmill Manor near Burford on Sun 2 July;
Bourton House Garden, in Bourton on the Hill on Sun 13
August with tithe barn teas and water follies; Kiftsgate
Court, Chipping Campden, on Mon 14 August; The Manor,
Little Compton, on Sun 20 August (Croquet and tennis
available); Campden House with tithe barn in Chipping
Campden on 24 August; and Aston Pottery at Bampton 27-
28 Aug, 12-5pm. See www.ngs.org.uk.
The 7th Festival of Open Gardens, to support Katharine
House Hospice has gardens open at Deddington (2 July),
Bledington (6 August), Broughton Grange (5,7,9 Sept),
Bloxham (17 Sept), see www.khh.org.uk/gardens,

Exhibition gallery. P15. www.chippingnortontheatre.com 
Fibreworks in Middle Row has various craft workshops
– see board for updates. www.thefibreworks.co.uk 
Chipping Norton Museum on High St above Beales.
2-4pm Mon-Sat. Local life and times
Fairytale Farm at Southcombe – animals, sensory
experience, indoor / outdoor play
www.fairytalefarm.co.uk
The Rollright Stones – Picnic at this amazing
megalithic circle, with myths and magic. see p9
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exploring to find the grave of the Ratcatcher’s Wife, Phyllis
Humphries. 
A sight of Bliss Mill Walk between the white posts on the left of
the entrance to the churchyard into Diston’s Lane, housing built
by William Bliss for workers at his tweed mill. As a benefactor he
built a library and helped to bring the railway here. Through the
archway turn right, down the main road passing the second
house on the right which has the oldest date of any building in
Chippy on it  – 1655. Past Penhurst Gardens, cross the road and
you can see Bliss Mill across the Common. Turn round and walk
back up the hill, passing two pillars on your right just before

Dunstan Avenue. These mark the entrance to
William Bliss’s house. Opposite is the Baptist
Chapel which he had built in 1862.
Bay City Rollers were here – Keep on up the
hill and on your right you come to King’s Head
Court, originally an inn. Next door the building
now occupied by a dentist was originally the
National School – see the doors marked
Boys and Girls. Later it became a recording
studio (recently marked by a BBC Blue
Plaque) where the Bay City Rollers recorded
‘Bye Bye Baby’.
Remembering the Aspirin Man – Continue up
the hill and turn right at the T-junction, walking

along West Street to the Methodist Chapel. The impressive building
opposite, with the large archway, was Hitchman’s Brewery. Continue
to the mini roundabout, cross the road and walk back toward the
Town Hall walking along the front of the building. You will pass another
Blue Plaque dedicated to Edward Stone who discovered aspirin. The
Town Hall was built by public subscription in 1842. Before that it was
a Market Hall, the only remnant of which is the stone pillar halfway
along the frontage. Now you are back in the centre of town – why not
visit one of the many cafés and pubs for a well deserved restorative
beverage!

hipping Norton

Chipping Norton

n hour of fun around Town

d guide packed full of facts (including a quiz) prepared by
nformation Desk, Lower Town Hall on Saturday mornings
m-12 noon) 

 we do today?



Fetes, Fairs & Festivals
Local fetes and fun 

Hook Norton Music Festival Fri 30 June-Sat 1 July. A
wonderful small family friendly village music festival at the
Brewery featuring Ray Davies from The Kinks, the WHO
tribute band and many more. Saturday features the
traditional Village Fayre. Ales, food vendors galore.
Long Compton Village Festival Sat 1 July. Village Hall from
2-5pm. Old fashioned summer fete. dog show, Community
Choir, Organ Grinder, arts/produce, stalls, displays, cream
teas, ice creams, Pimms tent, bar, BBQ, church tower open.
Milton-under-Wychwood Fete
Sat 1 July. Classic Cars Parade
1.15pm. Fete starts 2-5pm.
Fancy dress, live entertainment,
children’s games, stalls,
fairground rides, tombola, BBQ,
tug-of-war. 60s theme ‘Flower
Power’ so wear a flower in your
hair!
Kingham Fete Sun 9 July 2-6pm. Village Green. A
traditional village fete. This year’s theme is 60’s Summer
of Love. Fancy dress parade,live music, bouncy castle, bar,
BBQ, face painting, pony rides, stalls selling all sorts.
Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales Sat 15 July from noon –
real ales, pig roast, music etc. A great day out for all the
Family. Visit www.hookybeerfest.co.uk for details. Entry £10
includes tokens for 2 pints. Camping. 
Rollright Stones Festival at The Theatre Chipping Norton.
Sat 15 July. All day. Admission free. Exhibits, story-telling,
hands-on demonstrations, updates on Saxon Lady
skeleton, grave goods and Cotswold megaliths. Suitable for
all ages. Day ends with documentary film Cave of Forgotten
Dreams (30,000 year-old cave paintings) (£5) Booking for
auditorium talks essential. Box Office 642350.

Cogges Beer and Cider Festival Witney Fri 21-Sun
23 July 6.30pm-11pm. 40+ locally brewed beers
and ciders, live music, activities for children, Morris
Dancing, games, snacks, BBQ. Tickets £8 adv/£10
on day www.cogges.org.uk
Riverside Festival Charlbury Sat-Sun 29-30 July
12 noon Free music festival – 30 acts playing
across three stages.Details

www.riversidefestival.charlbury.com
BBC Countryfile Live Fri-Sun 3-6 August Blenheim Palace.
Fantastic family fun day out. Wildlife Zone. Ice cream
parlour. Main arena. Adams Farm. RSPB corner. Shopping.
Displays. National Trust events. Waterside activities.
Advance adults £24.90, Child £13.90.
www.countryfilelive.com
South Newington Flower & Produce Show 2pm Sat 12
August with Village Fete. Marquee, band, fancy dress,
children’s games, sideshows and stalls.
Summer Jousting Tournament Fri-Sun 18-20 Aug
Blenheim Palace, 10.30-5pm. Battle featuring 'The Knights
of Arkley', Falconry, jester. Park & Gardens ticket needed. 
Chipping Norton Beer & Cider Festival Fri 25-Mon 28
August. 40+ real ales & ciders, live music, hog roast/BBQ.
Between The Fox and Red Lion pubs. See advert p10.

Major music festivals
Cornbury Music Festival the fabulous finale at Great Tew
Park,onFri 7-Sun 9 July. Headliners: Bryan Adams, Kaiser

Chiefs, and Jools Holland. The
line-up includes Battle of the
Bands winners Chippy’s very
own Grey Keys, three girls
from Top School Year 11 –
Grainne O’Callaghan, Kernie-
Jo O’Flynn and Louise
Williams. Four stages, the
Berk’s Nest Comedy
Emporium, a magical

children’s area, gourmet festival caterers, arts and crafts,
fairground, therapy and massage zone & Disco Shed.
Beautiful campsites. www.cornburymusicfestival.com
Battle Proms Picnic Concert 20th anniversary celebrations
at Blenheim Palace, Sat 22 July. Gates open 4pm. From
6pm a Napoleonic cavalry display, freefall by the Red Devils
and toe-tapping jazz from The Jazz Spivs. Main music at
7.45 pm with Spitfire display. 60-piece New English
Concert Orchestra’s programme includes traditional proms
favourites. 193 live cannons & spectacular firework finale.
www.battleproms.com
Wilderness Cornbury Park,
Thurs 3-Sun 6 August. The
multi-genre music festival is
set amongst rich forests,
lakes and parklands.
Escapism, creative freedom
and flourishing cultures; the
ideal balance between
relaxation and revelry. Headliners: Bonobo, Grace Jones,
Two Door Cinema plus many more. Talks and debates,
theatre, arts, comedy, dance, boutiques …. Quiet,
family camping and luxury glamping.
www.wildernessfestival.com
Fairport’s Cropredy Convention Thurs 10-Sat 12
August. Fairport Convention is celebrating its
golden anniversary – their first gig was 27 May
1967. Guests from Fairport’s past, also a look
towards the band’s future. Headliners: The Divine
Comedy, Petula Clark and Richard Thompson and
more. Markets split into three main areas offer a diverse
range of goodies plus catering stalls and a few craft and
clothing shops. Trinkets and goodies along the canal
towpath with more market stalls in the village.  Large
camping area. www.fairportconvention.com
The Big Feastival Alex James’ Farm, Fri 25-Sun 27 August.
A feel good festival of food and music
for all the family. Headliners: Haçienda
Classical, Olly Murs and Madness &
other talented bands. Top chef demos
include Antonio Carluccio, Genaro
Contaldo and Rick & Jack Stein. Adam
Henson’s Cotswold Farm Park, lifestyle
village, laughing yoga, hula fit, ukulele
workshop, vintage funfair and more ...
plus all the food and drink! Camping
and glamping village. www.thebigfeastival.com
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On Thursday 3 August the Royal British Legion Chipping
Norton will hold a short Service of Commemoration at the
town War Memorial at 7pm to remember those who died in
the Third Battle of Ypres, which ran from 31 July to 10
November 1917. The service will be 100 years to the day
since the first Chipping Norton man was killed in the Battle,
Private Wilfred Nason was with 1st Battalion, The Duke of
Edinburgh's Wiltshire Regiment when he was killed by a shell
during the Battle of Pilckem Ridge. A campaign in Flanders was
controversial in 1917 and has remained so. Prime Minister,
David Lloyd George, opposed the offensive, as did General
Foch the French Chief of the General Staff. Field Marshal Sir
Douglas Haig, commanding the British Expeditionary Force
did not receive approval for the operation from the War
Cabinet until 25 July 1917. By August the offensive was clearly
failing and had descended into attritional fighting, with
enormous casualties on both sides, maybe 260,000 killed or
wounded in total. By October the battlefield was an
impossible quagmire. Twelve men from the Town died in the
battles, here are the stories of two:

William Henry Hunt, a Private in
the 1st/4th Battalion, The
Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire
Light Infantry was killed in action on
the 8 August 1917. He was aged 29
and is commemorated on the
Menin Gate Memorial for soldiers
with no known grave. He was the
son of Frederick and Sarah Hunt of
Lew near Black Bourton, one of five

children. In 1909 he married Maud Webb in Chipping Norton.
They lived at 2, Kimberley Place, Chipping Norton, where he
worked as a farm labourer. They had three children, Maud,
William and Percy, born between 1911 and 1914. In 1917 the
Battalion, as part of the 48th Division, was entrenched along
the Steenbeck, awaiting to advance on German positions,
William was killed by a shell whilst writing a letter home. His

widow remained in Chipping Norton for the rest of her life,
dying in 1960 aged 77.

Harry Lindus Sims a Private in the
2nd Battalion, The Border Regiment,
was killed in action on 26 October
1917. He was also 29 and is
commemorated on the Tyne Cot
memorial for those with no known
grave. He was the son of Harry and
Annie Sims, of 11, Market Street,
Chipping Norton, He married Kate
Shadbolt of Churchill in 1910. They
lived at 7 Horsefair, in the Town and had managed a
fishmongers. They had three children, Irene born 1911, John in
1913 and Ronald in 1916. The Border Regiment as part of the
7th Division took part in the Second Battle of Passchendaele,
from 26 October 1917. The Battalion was charged with
capturing and holding a line in the Flanders village of
Gheluvelt. Eleven of the Battalion were killed, but 127 were
reported missing, including Private Sims, their bodies lost in
the deep mud. 

Chipping Norton British Legion is still planning to have a
further 11 names engraved on the Town’s War Memorial -
remembering men from Chipping Norton who lost their lives
in the world wars. 

WWI CENTENARY FEATURE

Remembering Ypres – 100 years on
The News continues its occasional features to remember the events of 1914-18 and pay respect to those,

expecially from Chipping Norton, who served their country at home and on the front. Thanks to Steve Kingsford
from the British Legion.

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM

2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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Lions at the summit
Last month the
Club reported
on the intrepid
team led by our
President, Maz
Jesty, who made
a sponsored
climb of Ben
Nevis to raise
money for our
charity account.
This marvellous
effort raised
over £1500. The
photo here
shows the team

on the summit. Well done all.
As summer gets under way our activity reduces a little

but we are still here. So if you or anyone you know needs our
help, more of Lions Message in a Bottle scheme or perhaps
even a mobility scooter then please contact any Lion or visit
www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk We wish all a good summer.

John Roxby

Folk nights at the Art Yard Café
Monday night (the second Monday of the month) at the
wonderful Art Yard Café, in Enstone was another winner. We
crowded into the café among the paintings, etchings and
drawings and sat at tables around the stage for a lovely
evening of entertainment. The music was a rich mix of quirky
ukulele renditions of old music hall songs, English folk songs
played on an Irish bouzouki. Welsh Pete sang a stirring song
about coal mining in a beautiful voice that would have reached
us from the valleys themselves. Chris had done his homework
and managed to find a Bob Dylan song that no one had ever
heard before. Terry mesmerized us with his penny whistle and
Amanda and Patrick danced us to the end of love with a
Leonard Cohen song. The evening was another success in a
lovely environment. We meet again on Monday 10 July 7.45pm
at the Art Yard Café, Oxford Rd, Enstone OX7 4NF. Sing, play,
recite or just listen. £1.50 on the door. Visit our website
www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for further details.

Dave Oakley

Amnesty remember Robben Island
Our group are delighted at the interest shown when we were
present at The Theatre during its production of The Island.
Prisoners on Robben Island, including Nelson Mandela, were
among the very first to be adopted by Amnesty International
as Prisoners Of Conscience and AIUK campaigned for them
for many years. We thank The Theatre for giving us the
opportunity to remind the audience of this connection.

Thank you all who supported our Book Sale on 20 May
and visited our stall during the Town Festival on 25 June. We
have a busy calendar of events from September until the end
of the year with a workshop on the Bill of Rights, our Write
for Rights evening and more. We welcome anyone who wants
to pop in to one of our meetings to see what goes on. Next
meetings: 7.30pm Thursday 13 July & 14 September, Lower
Town Hall. No August meeting. For details call  Val (645036).

Kaye Freeman

U3A sparks special interests
In June we heard a fascinating evaluation of Tony Blair from Dr
Martin Holmes (Oxford University) covering his reputation,
successes and failures during his political career. Our
forthcoming meetings over the summer cover a diverse range
of topics:
5 July ~ RSPB Otmoor: Past, Present & Future (Barry Oxley,

RSPB)
2 August ~ The Victorian Novel: Soap Operas and Killers (Dr

David Grylls, University of Oxford)
6 September ~ Glass Painting (Anne Neish, Member of the

Contemporary Glass Society)
Our Special
Interest Groups
(SIGs) continue
to thrive. We are
in the process of
setting up two
new groups for
African Studies
and Italian
Appreciation. In
addition, our
walking group
(pictured) has grown over the last few months. Meeting twice
a month at different locations, this gives members a chance to
discover new parts of the locality and get two hours of fresh
air in pleasant company. A note from member Jenny
Harrington gives a glimpse of what you might be missing: ‘Last
month we walked from Long Compton up to Whichford
woods and the views in the sunshine were wonderful!’ Lift
sharing is possible to the meeting point. A private visit to
Stonor Park near Henley-on-Thames in September has been
organised and there are other SIG outings. You have to be a
U3A member to join the SIGs. To find out more about U3A,
SIGs, trips and outings, why not come along to our next
monthly meeting. Guests are welcome at £2. Alternatively,
visit www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton or call 646578.

Martin Davies

Scouting about at Oxonjam
Beavers What a fun-packed month! The Riverside Colony
Beavers are working towards the Skills Challenge badge
which includes activities to keep them fit and healthy.. They
brought their tooth brushes to clean their teeth then used
disclosing tablets just to see how well they’d brushed. I was
quite shocked: they all seem to brush their teeth very well! 

We have just been to OxonJam, a county camp for all
scouting sections at Blenheim Palace. Four thousand young
people from across the UK and the world attended. What an
adventure. It was the first time both Beaver colonies had got
together and there were definitely some friendships formed. 

We say goodbye to Tyms, Zac and Callum as they move
on to their next adventure with cubs – we will miss them. 

Cubs have been working towards their naturalist badge ,
learning to identify a variety of trees and minibeasts. They also
had a beetle drive and a game called caterpillar. Seventeen of
the Cubs attended OxonJam. They had a fantastic time – the
favourite activities were the mini-tank driving, a huge bouncy
castle and the roller-coaster simulator. 

Scouts Four scouts attended the Chief Scouts awards
ceremony at Youlbury in celebration of their achievement in
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The autumn outing to Peak Rail in Matlock, Derbyshire
will be on 17 September. This is a ‘special event’ weekend for
this popular preserved line, featuring a Vintage Village Fete.

New members and visitors are always given a special
welcome so come along and join us on the first Tuesday of the
month’ for an evening of preserved steam and, just
occasionally, diesel travel. Meetings, in the Town Hall, begin at
7.30pm. You will meet new friends and enjoy a free cup of tea
or coffee and biscuits in the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586

Memorable Anchorages
At the Chippy
Chequers in May,
CNYC heard from
members Carolyn
and Alistair Roberts,
who have sailed
together for 45 years
and anchored all
around the world.
Having spent 279
nights at anchor during their circumnavigation, and another
100 or more since, they'd found the selection of a dozen to
excite and inspire us an enjoyable challenge. They'd picked
places that stood out for scenery, historic or local interest,
remoteness or inaccessibility. One or two had personal
significance (like a life-threatening incident following a diving
trip). Alistair described the remoter places: the Caribbean,
South Pacific and Australia. Some of these (like Maupihaa, a
remote coral atoll in the Pacific) are seldom visited, and
wildlife is unafraid of humans. Others are more

scouting. Twenty-two Scouts attended OxonJam, three of
them gained their Chief Scouts Gold award there. This month
the Scouts have been finishing their Skills Challenge badge
doing yoga and fit ball, finding out about healthy living and
learning household skills such as ironing and window cleaning!

Explorers Eleven explorers and three leaders had a great
time at the OxonJam camp at Blenheim Palace over the spring
bank holiday weekend. They joined four thousand others
(including Chippy scouts, cubs and beavers) for a three night
Hollywood themed jamboree camp of bands, roller discoing,
movies, climbing, zorbing, scouting skills and meeting other
members of international scouting.  Pictured are the gang

preparing for the opening ceremony dressed for the theme of
Action & Adventure (we are not sure what the koala and
horse are doing there but never mind!). Congratulations to
the organisers of such an amazing event.

Summertime plans at CNWI
Chipping Norton Women’s Institute looks forward to a varied
programme of speakers during the summer. On 14 June we
have a visit from Analiza Jones whose display and sale of
handmade bags should be both fashionable and fun. On 12 July
Philip Stanley will conduct an agility fitness session to keep us
on our toes, and on 9 August Margaret Thomas is to give a 30-
minute Royal Command Performance to be followed by a
sociable supper. Visitors and new members are always
welcome to join us in the lower Town Hall for these meetings
which begin at 7pm.

Plans are also in hand for a number of WI-related events,
both at local and county level, while we await the report of
the National AGM in Liverpool with interest.

Prudence Chard 642903

Railway Club round up
All members and friends enjoyed the outing to The West
Somerset Railway in Minehead on 14 May. As usual we were
blessed with a warm, sunny day. A nostalgic steam train ride
plus the seaside, what could be better than that?

On 6 June Club member Jim Portlock once again
entertained us with a talk on Euro Miscellany: Trams, Trains
and the Occasional Bus. Always the professional, Jim used his
own slides to illustrate his talk. His travels have taken him all
over Europe – France, Belgium and Germany even before
unification. An intriguing title for new speaker Mark Smith, on
4 July: The Man in Seat 61. Malcolm Wood will visit on 1st
August, his talk entitled ‘Work of the Railway Heritage Trust’.
On 5 September Mike Fenton returns to talk about GWR
Camping Coaches. 

Eriboll in North Scotland
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commercialised with ‘boat boys’ plying freshly-caught lobsters.
But in the main the sea is blue and warm and the sand white. 
Carolyn talked of the nearer, yet in many ways more difficult,
anchorages and passages around Scotland and Ireland. Here
tides can be fierce and windows in the weather short.
Anchorages are about finding shelter where one can, and
being glad to be there. The magic of the scenery is a bonus.

For details of summer activities (including a summer rally
on the water!) visit cnyc.co.uk.

Probus off to Bletchley Park
Continuing Chipping Norton Probus Club’s 40th anniversary

celebrations mem-
bers enjoyed
afternoon tea at
Bourton House
Gardens in Bourton-
on-the-Hill and also a
special celebration
Summer Music
Evening with Craig
Ogden and Claire
Bradshaw at the
Wychwood Golf
Club. Both were well

attended. We are looking forward to visiting Bletchley Park on
26 July, welcoming members of nearby Bliss and Charlbury
Probus Clubs. 

Hugh Granger told us about The Wonderful World of
eBay at June’s lunch meeting and on 18 July the subject Small
Wonder – the Story of the VW Beetle promises to be very
interesting. On 15 August Martin Way has called his talk: What
a Century! A history of the settlement of Carterton and the
early days of RAF Brize Norton, while on 19 September, Jan
Long will be talking about Elizabeth Barrett Browning.  Visitors
are welcomed at these regular meetings at the Crown &
Cushion, on the third Tuesday of the month. For further
information visit www.chippingnortontonprobus.com 

Martin Williams

Charlbury Refugee Action Group
Syria is not the only place people need to leave: many of those
seeking refuge in Europe are from Afghanistan which, after
fifteen years of US military intervention, suffers thousands of
civilian deaths annually and millions of displaced and
malnourished people, many of them children. The huge bomb
which killed ninety people in Kabul on 31 May was one of
dozens rocking the capital in the past year. But Afghan
refugees are being ejected from Europe. In October, the EU
paved the way for 200,000 deportations, in exchange for
billions of euros in aid to the Afghan government. Germany,
Austria, Sweden and the UK are among countries carrying
out mass deportations by charter flight under the deal
(although Germany suspended deportations after the May
bombing). CRAG members are among those protesting the
return of refugees to war zones.

CRAG’s fundraising activities in the four weeks to 4 June
– including the Art Café in May, donations from artists and the
Sunday tea concert – raised over £2,000 to support Help
Refugees’ humanitarian activities in northern France, whose
forests are once more a hub for lone children seeking to get
to the UK since the government ended the Dubs scheme. To
learn more or to get involved, check out their Facebook page,

www.facebook.com/charlburyrefugee, or alternatively email
charlburyrefugee@gmail.com.

Green Gym gets out the scythes
After a long gap we have returned
to Charlbury School to do some
weeding and to tidy up their
garden but mostly we have stayed
in Chippy. First at Pool Meadow,
clearing the stream of rubbish and
pulling up Himalayan Balsam, then
to the Health Centre to weed two
beds – the bumblebee border and
the slate bed – and also to start
laying a gravel path alongside the
new ‘healthy eating’ beds at the far
end of the site. And also back to
the Fitzalan Wood near Travis
Perkins where the vegetation around the new trees has
grown greatly in the warm wet weather. So we got to work
with the scythe to cut paths through the site. But we are very
pleased with the progress of the young trees there, especially
the willows which enjoy the damp ground near the stream.

Come and join us, help to improve your local environment,
get fit in the open air, and all in good company! Chippy Green
Gym meets every Wednesday morning. New members are
very welcome. There are jobs for all ages and abilities, there’s
no joining fee and lifts may be available. 

Visit our website: www.chippygreengym.org or email
jennyharrington@btinternet.com. Everyone is welcome!

Jenny Harrington 643269

Flower Club’s Day at the Races
May’s meeting took us
on a walk through the
countryside with
Louise from Foscote
Wreaths showing us
how to think about
wreathes at times
other than just
Christmas using flowers

and foliage from our gardens and hedgerows to produce
beautiful wreathes for our front doors. July’s demonstration
on the 27th by Julia Mitchell is entitled: A Day at the Races,
with a competition for all to enter called Going Racing. 7 for
7.30pm in the lower Town Hall. No meeting in August.

Elaine Parsons

Burford & Kingham Rotary Club 
The last few weeks have been busy. The Annual Duck Race at
Kingham was blessed with fine weather and enjoyed by a
substantial crowd. Funds were raised for Rotary charities and
others including Riding for the Disabled who helped by
providing refreshments.

The Bluebell Walk through parts of the Cornbury Estate
normally closed to the public also had good weather and
exceptionally splendid bluebells. Walkers raised money for
their own charities and donated part towards the Rotary
Club's designated charities. More recently members had a
meal in Whistlers in Chipping Norton before seeing the
production of The Island at The Theatre. Currently, we are
raising awareness of the Shelter Box (disaster relief) Charity
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by distributing leaflets (which include donation forms) in pubs,
hotels, etc. Please give generously if you find one – or donate
via the Internet directly. If any of you would like to attend a
meeting, please contact terry.a.best@btinternet.com

Stephen Barber

Horticulturalists’ summer trips
Members and friends of Chipping Norton Horticultural
Association had their second summer trip in early June to
Cerney Gardens, Gloucestershire. After days of heavy rain the
weather was hot and sunny, although a little windy. Cerney
house (not itself open to the public) is set in a valley with the
large garden sloping upwards behind the house. Lady Angus
and her daughter lovingly restored the garden over 30 years
to its Victorian beauty. Lady Angus passed away last year but

her work is continuing in the capable hands of her son
Nicholas and daughter-in-law, Janet. Refreshments can be
bought from the Bothy and Janet makes all the cakes that
visitors can enjoy and is on hand to talk with visitors. Details
of the remaining summer programme and the autumn season
can be found on our website www.cnha.uk or by contacting
the secretary Eileen Forse, 643275. 

Chippy Ramblers at Glyme Farm
What more lovely a walk is there than the walk through
Glyme Farm, which is part of the circular Chipping Norton
walk. This SSSI reminded walkers of the ‘old fashioned’ farm
they used to know, with lambs in June, loads of wild flowers,
larks singing, red kites soaring (that’s modern!) and the rare
meadow clary, especially fenced off. The joy of this walk is that,
being circular, it can be as long or short as you like. Four of
the eleven walkers chose to head back down the London
road after Pearman’s farm whilst another seven enjoyed
Swing-Swang Lane and Over Norton Park before heading
home through Banbury Road Woods, which feel like another
world even so close to the traffic. This stalwart group were

unkindly rewarded with rain for the last 20 minutes, but the
sight of orchids – common spotted or Pyramidal – helped!
Thanks to Doreen for leading us. We walk on the first Sunday
of the month. Meet in New Street car park at 2pm for a walk
of 4/5 miles. Contact me on rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk,
643691, or jennyharrington@btinternet.com

Heather Leonard

Chippy stargazers spy a passing dragon 
Chippy stargazers continue to maintain a vigil under the stars
whenever conditions
allow despite risking
the after-effects of too
little sleep. We are
now moving into the
season when some
fainter, deep space
objects can be
painstakingly found in
dark skies amongst
the chaotic back-
ground of a billion
stars, but we also have
the chance to observe
the manmade objects
circling the Earth. We had a unique opportunity during the
late evening of 3 June when we met at the Rollright Stones to
watch the launch (live on iPads and iPhones) of the Space X
capsule to the International Space Station. We knew this was
then due to pass overhead 20 minutes after its launch at Cape
Canaveral in Florida over 4, 200 miles away. Out of the west
four fast moving dots appeared which were the Dragon
supply capsule, now on board the ISS. Trailing it was the spent
booster rocket and to each side the discarded protective
shrouds – each element in perfect formation, outside of the
atmosphere and moving at almost 5 miles per second. As it
passed overhead, CNAAG astrophotographer supremo Mel
Gigg managed to capture not only a terrific and highly-praised
video https://youtu.be/7Qw-w31TVAE but also captured a
burst from one of Dragon’s guidance thrusters.

This is just one of the many things CN Amateur
Astronomy Group gets up to during the summer. Keep an eye
on our website www.cnaag.com and come along to any of our
meetings. We meet in the Methodist rooms on Monday 17 July
when we will have guest speaker Oxford scientist John Wade.
On 1 July we are at Long Compton fete and on the 29th at
Daylesford Organics for a solar viewing event.

Robin Smitten

Chippy Labour Party
‘You're joking, not another one’. We may yet be hearing from
Brenda again. It is difficult to see how a minority Government
can continue, depending as it does on the DUP, many of
whose policies are fundamentally at odds with the
Conservatives. As for Labour, despite sustained, and at times
very personal, attacks on Jeremy Corbyn, we produced good
results both nationally and locally. In particular, following a
very effective campaign, Laetisia Carter came second in what
some had described as a two-horse race. Finally, a reminder
that our two District Councillors, Laetisia Carter and Geoff
Saul, are always available to help with issues you may have.
Contact either of them or drop in at the monthly surgery. If,
like us, you think that a party's policies are what really

CLUB NEWS

CNAAG’s Mel Gigg captures 
Dragon and its discarded launch

companions, plus a burst of thruster 
activity, passing over the Rollright Stones
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matters, why not come along to one of our regular meetings.
Contact me, David Heyes, at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

Hook Norton visit for NOOG
In June the threat of rain
didn’t dampen our
enthusiasm for the delightful
and varied garden at Old
Whitehall Barn in Tackley.
Our next visit, on Wednesday
5 July, takes us to another
garden started from a ‘blank
page’ – this one ten years ago
– but on a smaller scale:
Nailsworth in Hook Norton.
The natural slope now
features a gentle rill leading
into a beautifully planted
pond, while terraces contain
an arched walkway, borders

and a well stocked vegetable garden. The evening will be
rounded off by a presentation on Hooky’s home-grown
‘Incredible Edible’ vegetable plots in public places. Continuing
the theme of recently developed gardens, on Wednesday 2
August two of NOOG’s farming members will show us round
their freshly created garden, featuring raised beds, in
Swerford.

Do join us. Our meetings start at 7pm and shared
transport is available. For enquiries about North Oxfordshire
Organic Gardeners please contact tracylean@gmail.com,
01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk.

New crafts & walks for WOWI 
In June we had a very interesting talk by Frances Barnsley who
was a midwife in the Town’s Maternity Unit for many years.
More recently she has worked with two charities: teaching
and supporting midwives in Mongolia and also working in the
remote areas in Myanmar. 

WOWI launched their Recipe Book at The Town Festival.
Please get in touch if you would like a copy. Mouth-watering
tried and tested dishes are on offer including one from Prue
Leith, who has also written the foreword. 

We have
formed two
new sub
groups. A walk-
ing group
(pictured here)
went on an
evening ramble
in warm
sunshine and
the new craft
group met
when there was a great deal of knitting, crochet and chatting
with many novices learning new skills. 

Our July meeting will be held at Chipping Norton Theatre
at 7pm on 17 July. They have kindly agreed to give us a tour
and explain how The Theatre is run and funded. The bar will
be open for us all to have refreshments and a chat. Do come
and join us. We normally meet at St Mary's Parish Rooms at
7.30pm on the 3rd Monday of the month. For more
information contact Hilary Dix on 646228.

Nailsworth in Hook Norton
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Chippy Sports Summer Camp
A cricket and multisport summer camp is being held at
Chipping Norton Cricket Club with safe and fun sporting
activities for boys and girls aged 6-15. There are three weeks
of activity, Monday through Friday, starting on each Monday 7,
14 and 21 August, 9am-3.30pm daily. 

Email Dave Brassett d.brassett@hotmail.com or see
chippingnortonsummercamps on facebook for further details
and to book.

Cricket
Senior Teams: The season is now in full swing. Both Saturday
teams are still in their cup competitions. In the league, the First
XI are in fifth position and the Second XI sit eighth. Home
fixtures for July/August are as follows: First XI ~ 8 July v Marsh
Gibbon; 5 August v Broughton; 19 August v Eynsham. Second XI
~ 1 July v Oxenford; 15 July v Charlbury; 22 July vs Faringdon.
President's Day will be held at the Club on 6 August.

Graham Beacham

Youth Section: Fantastic sunny weather for the first U9
tournament at Charlbury. Game one against a strong
Chadlington team.  Jacob Kedward and Archie Palmer started
with boundaries, Harriett Hunt and Stan Jackman batted well
at the end.  Chipping Norton posting 140.  Tight bowling from
Chloe Bristow and Jacob slowed the scoring.  Chadlington
finished on 149. Good game. Match 2 vs Charlbury Tigers.
Consistent batting throughout and boundaries from Archie
and James Gravestock saw Chippy post 139. James and Daniel
Beacham took wickets and were ably supported by Jessica
Cunningham and Archie.  Charlbury finished on 125. Too many
wides – something the whole team need to work on.

With Great Tew not turning up, a Barbarians team was
made up from spare players. In Game one James and Elodie
Jones hit boundaries. Daniel went for only 1 run.  Barbarians
hitting 144 vs Charlbury Tigers 106. Game 2 was superb.
Batting first the Barbarians posted 162. Jacob, Stan and
Harriett both hit sixes against Chadlington. Only three wides
from our bowlers meant a tight finish.  In the end Chadlington
won by one run.

Thank you to Charlbury for hosting, Matt Jackman for
umpiring and thank you parents and families for the support.
Finally a big thank you to the players for being such fine

ambassadors for the Club. 
There are still places in the older age groups so if

interested in joining the Youth section please contact Youth
Co-oordinator, Sue Powell – email: bloxhamsue@aol.com 

Sue Powell

Chadlington Whites U15 
Summer tournaments success The team delivered an
outstanding performance at the home of Chelsea Football
Club, to win the seven-a-side Stamford Bridge U15/U16
Tournament on 28 May. The team are now the proud keepers

of a magnificent trophy, winners’ medals, and a bunch of
souvenirs from a very memorable victory decided by a
gripping penalty shoot out. The Friday before the team had
braved heat and sunshine to put in an energetic display at the
first evening of the Carterton Tournament. And on Sunday 21
May they delivered a robust performance in the bi-annual
Charlbury 6-a-side Tournament losing to Hook Norton in the
semi final. Well done to all. Onwards and upwards.

Seymour Mincer

Chippy Swifts 
The football season is now over and Swifts players, coaches
and volunteers are taking a well-earned break. This has been
a tremendous season both on and off the pitch. On the pitch
each of our teams have performed brilliantly, finishing high up
in their respective leagues. Huge congratulations in particular
to our U12’s having successfully taken home the winner’s
trophy in the recent Charlbury tournament. We are proud to
have given footballing opportunities to over 90 children in 7
different age groups. Next season the Club will break all
records with an expected 110 players. The new season begins
in August with teams in under 7’s (yr2), under 8’s (yr3), under
9’s (yr4) , under 10’s (yr5), under 11’s (yr6), under 12’s (yr7)
under 13’s (yr8), under 14’s (yr9) and under 17’s (yr12). And
we’re running our successful Saturday Soccer School for
under 6’s (yr1) and under 7’s (yr2). Please note that all these
are the new school year groups after summer holidays. Visit
www.chippyswifts.co.uk to find out more.

Off the pitch the Club continues to thrive as the
committee look to secure junior football in Chippy for years
to come. Closer relations with the Town Council have
resulted in us being granted a couple of shipping containers
for storage and a new 10-year lease at Greystones. This
longer tenancy enables the Club to seek grants to improve
facilities and make the playing environment safer for our
young heroes. Improved links and dialogue with the men’s
football team now means there is a better structure to
football in our Town with a pathway for our older players to
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progress into the Senior sides. At the Town Sports Awards
ceremony in February our hard work and commitment was
recognised when we were proclaimed ‘Club of the Year’.
Swifts have more FA accredited coaches than ever before,
delivering safe, fun and informative training sessions each
week. Our Saturday morning soccer school is once again
being well attended and its looks like the new crop of players
will be a force to be reckoned with in next year’s U7 games.
Thanks to all players and parents for their commitment this
season and also to the local companies that have given us
their support: Co-op, Bitter & Twisted, The Old Mill, CETA,
Southcombe Garage and AL Sole & Son, Handd Business
Solutions, Topiarus Horticulture and The Perfect Finish.

Martyn Walsh

Monkey Dragon School of Karate
Big congratulations to Rory Oliver-Hall on being awarded a

3rd Dan Black Belt – many years of
hard work have
paid off. Also
congratulations
to Henry who
graded to 8th

Kyu Yellow Belt.
If anyone is
interested in
trying Karate,
sessions are on
Thursdays at
CN Leisure
Centre 6-7pm

for children and 7-8pm for teenagers and
adults. Details: 643903 or 07472 789346 and via facebook.

Julie Dowling

Chipping Norton Football Club
Close season for Chippy, with both teams earning a well-
deserved rest. As such there’s not much to report though a
couple of dates for your diary: AGM at the Fox 8pm on 20 July
and pre-season training will begin with a training afternoon on
Saturday 8 July at Greystones. This will kick off training for the
year as Chippy look to get up to speed with regular training
and pre-season games. As always any new players are more
than welcome. Please contact Dominic Rickard on 07810
307213 if you are interested in coming along.

Chipping Norton Bowls Club
Following a sluggish start to the outdoor season owing to
weather, the pace has started to pick up and the club
members are now engaging.  We have fared well both home
and away in our friendly games and in the Westox League. The
Men’s inter club league has had mixed results but has enabled
the squad to bond in their respective rinks.

Our own Bill Jarvie, as President of the men’s County
Association, will be hosting extra games over the summer
including the keenly fought County Ladies v County Men but
also the County competition finals from early morning on 23
July. Well worth a visit. We are always delighted to welcome
members of the public to spend a relaxing and pleasant
period watching the delightful game of flat green bowls.

With some of the new homes in the Cotswold Gate
development now occupied, we look forward to attracting

the interest of our new neighbours and welcoming them also
to our Club. In common with most other clubs throughout
the country we could benefit from an increase in membership.
For more information please call the club on 644154

Tony Backer-Holst

4 Shires Swimming Club
Four Shires swimmer Ellie Lawrence has
had a fantastic couple of weekends in
Crawley at the SE Swim England
Regionals. She managed to get PBs in

seven out of eight races and in the 100 free moved from 35th

to 24th in the Region – well done to Ellie for all her hard work.
On 6 June, coaches, TMs, committee members and

officials spent the evening at Chipping Norton on an intensive
safeguarding course to ensure the Club is covering all aspects
of the policies set out in Wavepower. The committee will be
reviewing all documents over the summer. Rachel Pearson
and Cerina Hawtin went to visit Culthorpe School where
about 30 swimmers will spend a week in the summer on an
intensive swim camp. The summer party will be on 7 July at
Sibford School and we hope to see as many swimmers and
parents there to enjoy the fun. The current session finishes on
21 July with training thereafter only at Chipping Norton and
Kingham during the summer holidays.

The Club now has a trophy cabinet at Chipping Norton
Leisure Centre – thanks to the Centre for allowing us to
show our achievements off at our home pool.

If anyone is interested in coming for a trial please contact
Rachel via email – membership@4ssc.co.uk

Philippa Upton
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future. She was extremely pleased with all the finalists. Jenny
made the final decision and the winners are Ryan Steer and
Lewis Kelt, both in Year 9. 

Art Bursary: Each year the Cotswold Decorative & Fine
Arts Society generously award
bursaries of £400 each to one
student at Chipping Norton
School, Burford School and The
Cotswold School to enable them
to pursue their interests and
studies in the arts, crafts and
design. This year CNS student
Anna Jacobs won the Award. Anna
has worked tirelessly in the Art
department completing her A
level in Art & Design and has been
recognised for her hard work and
talent. On Wednesday 10 May

Anna was invited to display her work to members of CDFAS
and was presented with her Award. It was a wonderful
occasion and the Art Department and Chipping Norton
School are very proud of Anna and her achievements. For a
chance to see Anna’s artwork alongside all the talented AS
and A level students please join us in the evening of Thursday
29 June for the Art and Technology Private View.

Tenner Challenge: Young
Enterprise’s ‘Tenner Challenge’ is
an exciting national challenge
which encourages students to
turn start-up capital of £10 into a
profit within one month. Through
this challenge students develop
key business skills including
creativity, problem-solving and
team work. They can then choose how to use their profits for
the good of the community. Year 7 students recently raised
£200 through the Challenge and have donated £50 to
Macmillan Cancer, £75 to SeeSaw (to buy five Memory Boxes
for bereaved children) and £75 to Phone Cards for Refugees
(to enable them to keep in contact with their families).

CNPS news: On Wednesday 24 May, our fantastic CNPS

Rugby teams came along and took part in the annual CNPS
Rugby Tournament. They all played really well showing their
skills and determination. Year 10 Sports Leaders were officials
and James Clarke and his coaches refereed the matches.
Congratulations to the winning teams, Hook Norton (Big
School) and Great Rollright (Small School). A big ‘Thank You’
to the Year 10 Sports Leaders, James Clarke and the coaches
from Chipping Rugby Club. It was a great afternoon.

SCHOOLS NEWS

Chipping Norton School
The ‘Human
Library’ initiative:
Volunteers from 17
local businesses
loaned out their
wisdom and
experience at the
lively, interactive
careers event for
175 Year 10 students
organised by the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise (OxLEP) Skills
Team. The session was timed to give the students experience
of talking to adults and build their confidence about
interacting with business people ahead of their work
experience placements in July. 

A ‘human library’ involves students ‘borrowing’ each
volunteer – or ‘human book’ – for a short time to learn from
all the knowledge inside each ‘book’ about their particular job,
workplace and sector. Students have the opportunity to hear
each individual talking passionately about what they do and to
ask lots of questions, finding out all about their career choices
and pathways, qualifications, experience, role and top tips. 

CNS Bake-off: On Thursday 18 May, the eight finalists of this
year’s Chipping Norton School
Bake Off conducted a public
tasting session of their cakes at
the Co-op Store in Chipping
Norton. They met with Jenny
Hudson, proprietor of the
‘Sweet As Cake Emporium’ and
Sarah Peedall, community
representative for the Co-op. 

Our students were
excellent in encouraging
members of the public to taste
their cakes and very positive in

their support of each other throughout the experience. Jenny
Hudson, who is going to produce the winners’ cake as a
limited edition to be sold in Chipping Norton Co-op, gave
useful comments to each pair to help their baking skills
develop with a focus on becoming professional bakers in the
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Sacrament of Confirmation Congratulations to our Year

6 children who took the Sacrament of Confirmation. The
Mass was held by His Grace Archbishop Longley and Father
Tony Joyce. Afterwards His Grace blessed our new Prayer
Garden and Adventure Playground, followed by refreshments
in the school hall. 

First Holy Communion Also, congratulations to our Year
3 children who took their First Holy Communion at the end
of June. They all looked wonderful.

Young Entrepreneur Project Our Year 6 children have
created business plans for the Young Entrepreneur Project.
They pitched their ideas to the ‘Dragons’ (Mrs Woolley and
Mrs Smart) and received loans to start their businesses. They
have started to sell a variety of nut-free food items including
cookies, milkshakes, sweets and healthy smoothies. There is
also a pop-up photo booth and a car wash and valeting

service. All money raised will be given to the two charities
chosen by the Year 6 children: Cancer Research and Dogs for
Good. We will keep you posted on the amounts raised.

Summer Fete Thank you to everyone who supported our
Summer Fete. We raised over £3,300, despite the ‘difficult’
weather! A huge thank you to Marsha, the PTA and volunteers
who worked so hard to make it a lovely and successful
venture. Much of this money will be spent on extra resources
for the children.

WOW Day As a reward for all their hard work this
academic year, Year 6 pupils spent a day at the Cotswolds

Water Park.
They  part-
icipated in a
full day of
sailing, SUP
(stand up
paddle board-
ing) and
kayaking. ‘For

many of us it
was the first
time that we
had tried any
of these
water sports
and we
thorough l y
enjoyed our-
selves. It was
great fun –
we weren’t
even deter-
red when our sailing boat capsized, or when we had to stand
up in our kayaks and jump as high as we could. Even the game
to see how many children we could get on a paddleboard
proved to be highly entertaining. Needless to say, the
inevitable happened and we all ended up in the water. The day
finished with jetty jumping (and we may have pushed a few
teachers in too – sorry Mrs Smart)!’

Partnership Sports The sun shone for our Year 5s who
took part in the Partnership Rugby tournament. The children
played really well and had a fantastic time. Our children also
participated in the Cricket Partnership events, which are so
well organised by Chipping Norton School and well done to
our all girls team, who played particularly well.

K J Millard Ltd

for a

Fast, Friendly Efficient
Service!

All Sizes of Skips delivered
where you want, when you want.

Environmentally friendly, family run business
committed to recycling. 

Established 30 years.

Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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St Mary’s Primary 
Tag Rugby Year 5 Joanna Pike
and Oliver Kennedy report: Year 5
attended the annual Tag Rugby
tournament at Chipping
Norton Rugby Club in May.
Our first match was against
Charlbury which we lost 9-7,
but we gradually began to get a
feel for the game and we drew
our next match against

Kingham, 4 all. Sadly, we lost our third match 11-9 to Hook
Norton, but as we had had a break we managed to win our
final match 11-7! Overall, we came 4th which we are very
proud of and we hope next year can carry on our legacy.

Cycle Training After several years of volunteering to help
and train, Mrs
Webb is finally
putting the
brakes on
Cycle Training.
She had helped
many children
become safe
cyclists and
e n c o u r a g e d
them to take
their Cycle Training tests. This is something the children look
forward to taking part in and hopefully we can continue next
year but this can only happen with support from adults
volunteering their help. So if you are able to help the children
next year, please enquire at the school Office. Once again,
thank you to Mrs Webb for her dedication and commitment
to the scheme and to the children.

Foundation Apple and Hazel class
are looking forward to their trip to
‘All Things Wild’ on 20 June. With
that in mind, they decided to create
a dinosaur area in the classroom,
and spent a few days thinking of
ideas and making props to go in it. ‘I
like the nets, to keep the dinosaurs
out’ Chanelle Smith said. Isla Snell
added ‘I was exploring the
dinosaurs, looking through the net’.

A biscuit challenge Year 3/4 did a challenge to test and
taste four different types of biscuits. They were Chocolate
Digestives, Ginger Nuts, Malted Milk and Custard Creams.
When we finished, the class got into groups of four and made
a radio advert using our iPads trying to persuade people to
buy these biscuits. ‘The Custard Creams were lovely and
creamy’ said one of the students’. ‘The Ginger Nuts smell very
nice’ said Freya. Another student said ‘It makes you full’

Year 6 Tag Rugby Alexander Williamson reports: A team of
Year 6 pupils went to Oxford University Rugby Club to take
part in a tournament. Everybody played amazingly and the
teachers were very proud. It was an extremely hot day and it
was hard work. We all had to drink lots of water. We made it
into the semi-final. We played amazingly and won the semi-
final playing fast, flowing rugby and coping with the heat. We

scored some great tries and got to the final. It was 7-7 at the
end of the
match and it
went into
the golden
try. Unfort-
unately, we
lost it but we
can be proud
of our
performance.
A big thank
you to Mr
Burman as
he coached us brilliantly. Well done everyone! 

Walk to School As is customary, St. Mary’s took part in the
‘Walk to School’ scheme during May and encouraged all
pupils and parents to think about the benefits of walking to
school on a daily basis. A large number of staff, parents and
pupils gathered at New Street Car Park at 8am and set off
across town with a spring in their step (also wearing ‘shoes to
make us smile’). Although the rain came down, spirits were
not dampened as the children and parents enjoyed the chance

to chat and greet the morning as well as enjoying the benefits
of a brisk walk. Our thanks go to Mrs Drinkwater and the
External Relations Committee for organising the event and
furnishing us all with official badges.

SCHOOLS NEWS
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Middle Barton Primary 
This term, Year 5 pupils have taken part in the Chipping
Norton Partnership Bake Off competition, testing their
culinary and
creative skills.
Pupils created a
selection of
delicious cakes
and competed in
a bake off style
competition in
school. The
products were
tested and
judged and three
pupils went
through to the semi-final on Friday 9 June. The final will take
place on Tuesday 4 July, at Chipping Norton School, when the
winner will compete against other pupils from the
partnership.

Rehearsals and preparations are now underway for this
year’s KS2 production of The Keymaster – a colourful journey
through time as a supply teacher transforms into the
Keymaster and provides an insight into key moments of
history. It will be performed at Chipping Norton Theatre on
Thursday 6 July. It is set to be a fantastic production with
many wonderful talents on display! Tickets are available via the
school or Theatre Box Office. 

Kingham Primary 
Another eventful
month and hot on
the success of
our choir, five of
our pupils were
excited and
thrilled to see
their art
exhibited at the
Ashmolean as
part of Young Art

Oxford. Their work was selected from over 3000 pieces from
across Oxfordshire and so we are enormously proud of their
success. KS2 were visited by Peter Bunzl, the author of
Cogheart, to learn more about the authorial process. Peter
shared his love of history, automata, steampunk and the ideas
that inspired his writing – old photographs, toys and even
‘penny dreadfuls’. 

Our wonderful grounds offer a diverse learning
opportunity - Years 2 and 4 enjoyed a Wildlife Workshop
courtesy of BBOWT and, through a variety of activities, our
budding naturalists learned more about being wildlife
detectives and conservationists. Children in Reception
watched in awe and wonder as their clutch of eggs hatched
into some very adorable and fluffy chicks. A marvellous
experience for all.

Finally, a visit by Tweedy the Clown from Gifford’s Circus
was certainly very entertaining – with tricks, plate spinning,
juggling and difficulties with clothing! Children and staff
laughed uproariously. This was a real treat as our half term
came to a close.

Acorns Primary 
Victory at Acorns for the Green Party Children at the
School staged their own general election on 8 June. Learning
about democracy and mutual respect as two crucial aspects
of British Values, the pupils read child-friendly manifestos from
the main political parties and then took part in a role-play
vote. What a fabulous morning! The children were engaged
throughout and voted with careful consideration.The Green
Party were the overall winners of the election at Acorns
Primary School, but ironically they didn’t receive enough
votes to have a majority government, hence a follow-up
assembly on what a hung parliament means!

Tag Rugby Champions It’s been a busy few weeks for sport

with Acorns children taking part in Quadkids athletics, 5-a-
side mixed football and, most recently, the tag rugby
tournament at Shipston Rugby Club, which was won by the
Acorns Year 5/6 children.

20 years for Mrs Stone This academic year, we celebrate
the fact that Mrs Stone has been with Acorns Primary School
for 20 years. The children, staff and parents joined in the
celebrations in Parent Assembly in May, when Mrs Stone was
presented with a beautiful bouquet of flowers and a card. The
staff also enjoyed an evening out at The Bower House in
Shipston-on-Stour and raised a glass to recognize the
commitment and passion that Mrs Stone has shown to the
School during her time at Acorns. 

Bledington Primary 
We were fortunate to have three workshops from
professional musicians who were taking part in the Bledington
Music festival in June. Our pupils asked many questions about
the music and instruments. They learnt about melodies,
harmonies, texture and dynamics. It was wonderful to see
them so inspired and enthusiastic during these special
concerts. Please look on our website for photos of these
lovely events.

Later this term KS1 will be visiting All Things Wild to link
in with their topic, Carnival of the Animals. To enhance their
learning, KS2 will be taking a trip to Warwick Castle. The
remainder of the summer term is packed full: cricket sessions
from the English Cricket Board for each year group, continued
hockey coaching after school and Inter-schools athletics and
netball tournaments. We have also planned an Inter-house
rounders afternoon during which all pupils will compete in
their house team. Pupils will also win points for their House
during Sports Afternoon 17 July at 1.15pm. Parents are invited

SCHOOLS NEWS
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to a Review of the Year which will kick off our Open
Afternoon at 2.50pm on Monday 26 June. KS2 are currently
in the middle of rehearsals for an amazing production entitled
The Rocky Monster Show. Great music and some spectacular
performances are promised on 11 & 12 July!

ACE Centre
A very big thank you to The Friends of the ACE Centre, who
hosted the delicious Chastleton Church teas on a very sunny
Saturday afternoon in June this summer. Their biggest team
yet, baked, served poured and cleared for Ramblers and
National Trust visitors alike all afternoon. The big team of
friends sold over 15 different bakes, including cakes, pies and
biscuits. A tremendous £841 was raised which was then very
kindly match funded by HSBC, as one of their employees
washed up the whole afternoon! Many companies offer this
scheme, so perhaps you could ask your own employer if they
would like to offer this support. Our next Chastleton Church
Tea will be held from 12.30-4.30 on Saturday 9 September. If
any readers would like to join the Friends of the ACE Centre
or want updates on fundraising then you can log on to their
Facebook page where, you can also find out about the
forthcoming Chipping Norton Community Festival ‘YIMBY’
(Yes In My Back Yard), at the end of September 2017. Look out
for Sunday 1 October‘s fabulous Gala Concert with West End
performers and band, who will be raising money for the ACE
Centre’s thriving Nursery School for 3-5 year-olds, Pre-
School for 2 year-olds and 0-5s Child Care Community.

Kingham Hill School
Kingham Hill School approved by Good Schools Guide

Last term Kingham Hill
School were very
pleased to welcome
Marianne from the
Good Schools Guide
for a tour of the
School and to meet
pupils and staff. During
the day-long visit

Marianne met with Headmaster Nick Seward to discuss his
time at Kingham Hill and his future plans, observed a variety
of lessons and extra-curricular activities including art, French
and farm club and had lunch with our pupils in the dining hall.
Following the visit we were very pleased to receive a lovely
review highlighting the pastoral, academic and extra-curricular
provisions Kingham Hill prides itself on and we have now
been listed as a Good Schools Guide school. The small classes,
calm and directed approach to lessons and the close-knit
community led to GSG commenting that Kingham Hill is… ‘a
supportive community of pupils and teachers…in an area of
outstanding natural beauty.’

School catering team honoured In June, the catering
team at Kingham Hill were named in the top three for
Outstanding Teamwork at the Holroyd Howe People Awards
2017. The national awards run by catering company Holroyd
Howe recognise those working in the education nutrition
sector and the Kingham Hill team were among 99 nominees
for their award category. We are very proud of the excellent
work our catering team carry out each day providing
delicious meals for our staff and pupils.

Sibford School
Ball and auction raise funds for homeless charity A
glittering ball and
auction, organised
by parents at Sibford
School, has raised
more than £8,800
for a local charity
BYHP (Banbury
Young Home-
lessness Project).
More than 200
people, including the
charity’s CEO Tim
Tarby-Donald and
Administrator and
Volunteer Co-ordinator Ginette Wheeldon, attended the A

Midsummer Night’s Dream themed ball, which was held in a
marquee in the school grounds. Auctioneer for the night was
Sibford Head, Toby Spence, and items that came under the
hammer included a week in a ski chalet; a chance to watch a
Wasps home game in the Director’s Box at the Ricoh Arena and
a five-night stay in the Tambopata National Reserve in Peru.
Speaking after the event Tim Tarby-Donald said, ‘We all thoroughly
enjoyed such a brilliant evening. Everyone was so generous – we
are very lucky to have the support of Sibford School. This
donation will make a real difference to the young people we
support.’

Tim Tarby-Donald and Ginette Wheeldon
with Sibford Head Toby Spence and his

wife Jill
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Alfie & The Little Princess Trust

Hi! My name is Alfie and I am 7 years old. A long time ago I
watched a programme on
children with cancer and how
children having treatment lose

their hair and have wigs
made, which made me think
that I could grow my hair to
make a wig to help them. It
has been hard sometimes
because kids at school call me a girl and also when I go out
everyone thinks I am a girl but it has not stopped me. At the
moment my hair is 7 inches long and I need to get to 9 inches
to make a wig. My mum and dad have set up a just giving page
- https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Alfies-Hair. My target
is £840 and so far in 2 months I have raised £359. Thank you
to friends and family for all your help so far! Mum and Dad
have put collection boxes at Chipping Norton Bowls Club, J

R Kench Butchers & Bartholomew’s Hair. So please, please can
you spare some of your pennies to help me help children with
cancer? I would like to say a big thank you to the Bowls Club
as they are collecting money after most games.

Alfie Acock (Age 7)

(Well done Alfie and we hope the letter helps your efforts – Ed Team)

Time to take responsibility

It must have been quite a party on Friday 26 May! Was it your
party at the New Street recreation ground?  Do you
recognise these as your tipples? Beers from Budweiser,
Estrella, Cors Light and Bière d’Or, Ciders by Strongbow
cloudy apple, Hawksridge dark fruit, Kopperberg premium (10
pack), Lagers by Fosters and Carlsberg – all topped up by a
Silver Ghost Sauvignon Blanc and a large bottle of  Russian
Standard Vodka. The cans of Carlsberg say ‘please drink
responsibly’. I trust you did so without disturbing the folks in
The Mount or Penhurst Gardens – but why did you leave
your litter all over the Common? Walking my dog in the early
morning of Saturday 27th, I filled three bags and the
Kopperberg carton and later recycled the lot. You left the bags
from Beales and Sainsbury’s which saved me from going home
for a large sack. If these remarks hit the mark, please in future
will you take your litter home (or use the bins so well
provided), rather than leave an unsightly mess for the next
users of The Common. Responsible drinking and
responsibility for your environment are part of growing up.

Heather Leonard

The menace of poor parking

Poor or illegal parking puts lives at risk for those with

disabilities and those with prams/buggies. Please consider all
those who want to use the pavements: they are designed for
safe use by pedestrians; they are not designed for cars, vans
or lorries. Please consider the elderly, the visually impaired,
those with mobility problems using scooters or electric
wheelchairs and children’s prams or buggies. Many have to use
the dropped kerbs otherwise they cannot get around town.
Obstructing a pavement is a form of discrimination against all
of these, your fellow citizens. If you park, even partly on a
pavement or at a dropped kerb, you are putting lives at risk
for the sake of your supposed convenience or the
convenience of other traffic. This applies to cars, delivery
vehicles, vans, council lorries and to all drivers! If you need to
park, then stay on the road, but not at a dropped kerb. You
could be liable to prosecution, or public humiliation! Chipping
Norton is a friendly town with a good community spirit, let’s
work together to ensure that pavement users stay safe.

Peter Branson, MS Society West Oxfordshire

Alfie’s hair: before & after!

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 

Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer

quality

products 

at

competitive

rates

Easy access ground floor salon

Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens
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Thanks for supporting the Dogs

Many thanks to all who
braved the weather to
support the Churchill Fun
Dog Show.Thanks to our
Judge Stephanie Presdee
who had a difficult task
choosing from 269
wonderful woofies and
congratulations to our
Best in Show winner Cally,
a rescue dog owned by
Tammi, pictured here. The
Gundog Scurry and
Steeplechase proved a
huge success as was the
Gundog Display by Jules
Morgan of Dog Training
Naturally and her dog Buckle. Thanks to Door2Door Pet
Supplies of Churchill for sponsoring the event so generously,
Regal Equestrian, Fair-weather Agility and StanleyFilms.co.uk of
Chipping Norton for making a short movie of the show, which
can be viewed with all photos on www.churchillsarsden.com.
We raised £264 for Medical Detection Dogs.

Anne Batchelor

Two Good Samaritans

Thanks must be given to two Good Samaritans in Chipping
Norton. On Thursday 18 May, an elderly gentleman from near
Bristol was driving on the A361, when, approaching Chippy
from the Burford direction, the clutch in his car suddenly
failed totally. Good Samaritan No.1 helped him push his car to
safety in the entrance to Evans Way. The driver then asked a
young lady, Good Samaritan No. 2, who was walking her dog,

where the Mason's Arms pub was in Chippy, so that he could
walk there, as he was due at a lunchtime reunion. Telling him
that it was too far to walk, she said that a relative, I think her
mother, lived not far from the Mason's Arms and it would be
a good opportunity to visit, so she got her car and drove the
stranded motorist to his destination in time for lunch. On
behalf of the driver, a big THANK YOU to these two people,
especially the young lady. Lunch was had, the AA were called
and he and his car were shipped back to his home, so all
ended well (apart from the unexpected repair bill).

Paul Burbidge

MOVIE MORNING
at

The Theatre 
10am – 12.30pm
Saturday 8th July

£8 per ticket including an ice cream

Family film chosen by the Scouts themselves
Tickets from the Box Office 642350
www.chippingnortontheatre com

Adults not required! Children will be supervised by
Scout Leaders

RAISING MONEY FOR THE NEW SCOUT HUT
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How different from a decade ago when the Railbus was
winning awards for service and innovation? Unfortunately,
since Oxfordshire County
Council withdrew financial
support, the revised timetable has
not provided comprehensive
enough connections with
Cotswold Line trains and
confidence of passengers with the
service has been lost. At the same
time, many Chippy residents seem
to prefer to drive to the new
Oxford Parkway. There will be
other losers from the decision –
Chippy residents without cars use
the X8 to go to work in Churchill
and Kingham and vice versa. It has
been pointed out to GWR that,
with all the new houses planned for Chippy, it would be better
to have connecting bus services in place before new residents
move in and make their commuting choices. The X8 could
also provide an opportunity to advertise their trains. In the
past GWR have also said that it is often better to support bus
services rather than build station car parks. However, with
respect to the X8, GWR have responded that they are unable
to provide even pump priming from their special community
fund, if there is no chance of longer term viability. Ironically
GWR have recently announced that they are to make
improvements to the bus turning facility at Kingham station,

DIARY

X8 bus to Kingham withdrawn

LOCAL NEWS

which now will only be of use for the 802 to Bourton and the
Rissingtons, supported by Section 106 money!

So where do we go from here? If
another operator can be persuaded to
step in, could some of the Section 106
money from The Pillars development
identified for bus services be used? We
understand that West Oxfordshire
Community Transport Limited*, a not-
for-profit Community Benefit Society,
that now runs the Witney town
service, is investigating whether it
would be feasible to take over the X8.
However, it might be a difficult
commitment for them as a new
service would have to be
comprehensive and timetabled in
conjunction with GWR, running from

early morning until late evening. If this proves not to be
possible, it would be feasible (and often cheaper) for people to
use the S3 to Oxford station and get either GWR or Chiltern
services from there. Oxford Parkway can also be accessed by
changing on to the 7 or 500 in Woodstock. But none of this
helps passengers wanting to travel towards Worcester.

*WOCT would welcome any help from people within the

community who would like to support them on this particular

route as well as any other parts of WOCT operations –

contact Margaret Burden on 646744.

29th N Cotswold Society of Recorder Players 2.30-

5pm Sandford St Martin Parish Hall details 641037

31st Chipping Norton News Team Meeting see p3

August (No Chipping Norton News)

1st Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - details p19

2nd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p18

North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p22

3rd Service of Commemoration for those who died at Ypres

details p17

6th Rambling Club meet 2pm New St Car Park see p21

9th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist Homes

CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p19

11th La La Land  in Churchill 7.30 details - p16

15th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion see p20

19th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

26th Lido Late Swim with Swing  details p11

September (News out Tuesday 29 August)

3rd Rambling Club meet 2pm New St Car Park see p21

5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - details p19

6th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p18

7th Local History Book Launch at Jaffé & Neale see p6

Pulhams have announced that they will stop running the X8 bus to Kingham from 21 July. The
Newsteam’s Nigel Rose reports

July (News out Monday 26 June)

2nd LHNT Family Walk 10am Salford - details p12

Rambling Club meet 2pm New St Car Park see p21

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - details p19

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p18

North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p22

Archstone Public Exhibition - details p7

8th Scouts’ fundraising Film Morning 10-12.30 at The Theatre -

see advert p31

Lion in Churchill 7.30 details - p16

9th Civic Service St Mary’s Church 

10th Folk Club 8pm Artyard Café, Enstone - see p18

11th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

12th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Clic Sargent

CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p19

13th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p18

15th Chipping Norton Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

17th CN Amateur Astronomy Group - 7.30 Methodist

Hall see p21

18th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion see p20

21st Town Hall Ceilidh details p10

27th CN Flower Club 7.30 lower Town Hall see p20

See also Summer Supplement for Fetes, Festivals & Gardens

The original award-winning Railbus service


