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WODC Councillors have approved plans for a new
Marks & Spencer foodstore and shops on the old
Parker Knoll site up London Road. Mountain
Warehouse, Pets Corner and Costa Coffee have
also signed up. 

Needed by a growing town
The approved plan, with M&S now signed up, will be
welcomed by many. The new ‘neighbourhood’
shopping area is in our draft Local Plan to help
serve the 1000 more houses nearby. But objectors,
including the Co-op, have raised concerns about
the impact on the Town Centre.

Keeping the Town ‘vital and viable’
Chippy’s town centre has attracted visitor growth
and Experience Chipping Norton’s Shaun Fagan
points to a ‘vibrant and eclectic mix of shops’.
WODC say the London Road site will not
significantly damage town centre trade which, the
proposal says, is ‘performing well’ and is ‘vital and
viable’. But planners admit M&S will take business
from the Co-op and Sainsbury’s. A special News
survey inside, found 15 empty town centre shops –
a higher proportion than in other local towns.

Renewal – more efforts needed? 
Alongside vacant shops and offices, the town
centre also has Chestnuts, the old Hospital and
soon the Police Station unused. The Town clearly
needs to keep up efforts to upgrade town centre
buildings, provide more parking, and keep attracting
business and visitors. The News welcomes any
views on ideas for how to accelerate progress.
More on all this inside. 

Yes to M&S
November 2017                                        50p

News this month:
• NHS Town Meeting – the future of

our GP services
• YIMBY and Apple Day pictures
• Bonfire Night food ideas
• Recreation Ground new byelaws?

Plus all the usual Local News, Arts,
Sports, Clubs, Schools and letters

Approval for London Road shops gives Chippy’s Town
Centre much ‘food for thought’

Chipping Norton Friends of the Blind
made great use of the empty Bay Tree
Café for a highly successful ‘Pop up
shop’ last month. An instant idea to keep
our town centre vibrant! More on p5.

Pop up in town
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Chipping Norton looks set for
a Marks & Spencer’s Foodhall to
add to the Co-op, Sainsbury’s
and Aldi.  This upmarket food
retailer has signed a 20-year
Lease Agreement with the
developer. WODC gave
planning permission in October

for three shops and a café on the former Parker Knoll
London Road site. Smaller units are already let to Mountain
Warehouse, Pets Corner and Costa Coffee. Many will
welcome this. Shaun Fagan, Chair of Experience Chipping
Norton, said it was a ‘good thing for the Town – a massive
endorsement to have brands such as M&S and Costa come to
Chippy. As the Town grows we’ll need more choice; these
shops will add to Chippy’s vibrant and eclectic mix that  make
the Town attractive.’ The M&S Foodhall will be 1,198 sq m,
compared with the Co-op at 2,529 sq m and Aldi at 1,464 sq
m. 60-70 full time equivalent jobs are mentioned. The plans for
1,200 new homes between Banbury Road and Glyme Lane

also requires a neighbourhood centre and this site, vacant
since 2003, is conveniently located.  

But objectors challenged whether Chippy can support
yet another food store. WODC’s independent advisors
estimate that 50% of M&S’s trade will come from existing
town centre shops (40% from the Co-op, 9% Sainsbury’s and
1% independents), 25% will come from Aldi and 25% from
elsewhere. That could be a big loss, particularly to the Co-op,
who made a recent major town centre investment, but have
now seen two out-of-centre stores given planning permission.
WODC claim any trade loss will not be ‘significantly adverse’,
but a Midcounties’ agent told the News that they were
reviewing latest information. The new site developer claimed
Chippy’s town centre is ‘performing well’ and is ‘vital and
viable’, with only 5% of premises vacant, but the News’s latest
survey raises some issues (see below). Other concerns
include County highway experts wanting double yellow lines
40m either side of site access for safety reasons, restricting
London Road parking. The Town Council is also worried
about overnight parking for Stagecoach buses.

High Street
- No 9 Whole building for sale (£785k) with Mash shop

continuing
- No 21a Currently empty. The Bay Tree café closed down 
- No 19 Empty for 5+ years (was the old Cotswold

Newsagents). Whole building awaiting major renovation. 
- No 20 Old Post Office. Temporarily let to Johnson

Cleaners from Market St
- Nos 29-30 Empty since 2016. Harpers Dept store

business closed down. Whole building for sale, with
planning proposal for homes and a much smaller shop

- No 31 Empty since 2015. Old Citizens Advice closed 
Horsefair
- No 1 Currently empty. Fish King takeaway now closed
- No 9 Empty. Sheepskin luxury cottage lettings closed
- No 18 (old pub) Empty. Dare Real Estate closed 
New St
- No 12 Empty. King & Woolley have moved
- No 22 Empty offices (was Mark O’Brien). Rogérs Fresh

Fish & Delicatessen continues but whole building for sale
for £365k

Market Place
- No 5 Empty. Helen & Douglas shop moved to West St.

Property now to let at £30k pa  

All change in Chippy Town Centre

Go ahead for M&S & new shops

- No 17 Whole building for sale at £725k with Porcupine
business continuing

- No 18-19 Empty. HSBC/Howes closed/moved. Whole
building for sale at £1,250k with planning permission for
retail, offices, flats. Phone Co-op no longer moving there. 

- No 20 Empty. Being refurbished for Johnsons Cleaners –
temporarily on High St

West St
- No 1-3 Empty. Francesco’s hair salon business closed

down September 

How ‘viable’ is Chippy’s town centre? The News did a quick spotcheck on properties. Of around 120 retail locations
(shops and business services) in the town centre, 15 are currently empty. This 12.3% vacancy rate is higher than a
national average of 11.3%, and apparently worse than some local market towns. A 2016 survey reported vacancy
rates in Henley 6% (15 out of 270), Thame 1% (only 2 out of 186), and Wallingford 4% (6 out of 136). Vacant shops
and buildings for sale in Chipping Norton include:

- No 15 Appears vacant – previously Manor House
Gallery 

Hitchmans Mews
- No 4c Empty.  Was fruit and veg shop.
As the Town grows, Chippy will need to attract businesses
for a vibrant town centre – even if ‘edge of centre’ units are
allowed to serve our housing growth.
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with change of use. Now, after an October conversation with
WODC, it appears Minotaur are withdrawing their application.
Stalemate continues. Next steps awaited. 

More Chippy car parking?
District Councillor Geoff Saul told October’s Town Council
that, after several studies WODC say their public parking
strategy needs to provide 1000+ more spaces in the District
by 2021. This includes 120 in Chipping Norton, apparently at
a cost of £15000 per space. So around £3.9m could be spent
on our car parks including the expansion of New Street car
park with an added upper layer. More details are needed on
funding and costs. 

Thanks to Helen & Douglas team
On Sunday 8 October, a splendid afternoon tea party was
held to celebrate the contribution made by past and present

volunteers involved in running the Helen & Douglas House
shop in Market Place.

Angie Gaydon, the Manager since the shop opened in
January 2008, said that the contribution made by her
wonderful volunteers in their various roles had been
immeasurable in helping run this hospice fundraising retail
business. The occasion was a mixture of happy reminiscences
and sadness at the closure a highly successful shop. Angie
added that the support and generosity of both donors and
customers had been invaluable for the hospice, and she hopes
this will continue in their West Street premises.

Not a penny more ...
Chipping Norton Town Council is asking West Oxfordshire
District Council to remove the coin slots on the public toilets
(run by WODC) at the Town Hall. A response is awaited.

Change of plans at Phone Coop
After announcing in June that they were moving into Chipping
Norton Town Centre, the Phone Co-op has decided to sell
the building at 18/19 Market Street (previously housing HSBC
and Howes & Co) that they had acquired for the purpose. A
Phone Coop statement to the News said, ‘the building does
not meet the needs for the business. The cost of the
refurbishment was spiralling relative to the returns, and it was
not suitable as an open plan working environment that
promoted team work and co-operation.’ In response to any
uncertainty over the future, new CEO Peter Murley, (who
recently took over from founder Vivian Woodell), said ‘We are
a community focussed business and the wellbeing of our
colleagues is at the heart of what we do. The Phone Co-op is
committed to stay in Chipping Norton and will be seeking a
new location.’ 

New plan for old Hospital
Chippy’s old War Memorial Hospital still stands derelict, some
four years after being granted planning permission for
redevelopment as fourteen 3- and 4-bedroomed homes. The
site was marketed for three years, agents say, with ‘minimal

interest from prospective purchasers’. With planning
permission expired, the owners have submitted what is
essentially the same application again. Except that, now,
planning policy could well have changed. Previously, WODC
looked for affordable housing on sites of 15 homes and over.
But now WODC’s draft Local Plan seeks 40% affordable
homes for 11 or more homes. The Town Council also want
the new guidance enforced. This, says the developer, ‘would
detrimentally affect the viability of the scheme, making it
wholly undeliverable’. WODC’s Housing Officers say there
are 307 households waiting for affordable housing in Chipping
Norton, were it available today. Planning Committee’s views
are awaited, but with a national Government focus on
affordable homes, this new Hospital site plan may need a
radical rethink. Given that the original site sale proceeds went
to the NHS, perhaps the Treasury could assist? The old
hospital and nearby Chestnuts sites are looking very forlorn,
and will soon be joined by an empty Police Station when
police move to the Fire Station. Maybe it’s time for a ‘silicon
hi-tech’ roundabout development at the end of Horsefair to
attract new business!

Recreation ground new byelaw?
Chipping Norton Town Council is considering whether to use
a new byelaw to combat recent antisocial behaviour and rule-
breaking (by both humans and dogs) at New St Recreation
Ground. Previous suggestions include warning notices,
cameras, and patrols. At their October meeting the Council
discussed how a new byelaw might help – there was a
majority vote in favour of investigating further, but there is no
definite plan yet.

Football clubhouse row goes on
As reported last month, the new large clubhouse at the
abandoned Walterbush Road football ground remains empty
with owners Minotaur still seeking someone to use and rent
it. The current football team, who play in Enstone, told the
News they still want to return. They, however, have been in
dispute over lease terms with Minotaur, who submitted a
planning application to WODC to allow possible alternative
‘change of use’ to a children’s nursery to get some commercial
rent. This provoked Chipping Norton Town Council (with 100
others) to object and ask WODC to check the original legal
agreement to provide sports facilities, which might not happen

LOCAL NEWS



4

LOCAL NEWS

Latest on Town Council spending
At the October meeting of Chipping Norton Town Council, a
number of latest items of expenditure (approved or planned)
were reported from the Finance and Town Hall Committees.
These included
- More CCTV – getting a quote for three more cameras

outside the Lower Town Hall
- Defibrillator for Greystones – CN Swifts and CN Festival

have agreed to contribute around £800
- Projector and screen for presentations, now installed in

the Council Chamber 
- Drains and pipes repairs at St Mary’s Church costing

£3900
- 100 new sets of Christmas lights for the shops (£3900),

plus funds for new lights for six large town centre trees
and a pulley to help erect Town Hall lights

- Replace the rotting bench surrounding the large tree near
Jaffé & Neale (up to £1000) 

- A door push pad at the Town Hall, repairs to the flag pole
mechanism, and replacing all fire alarms

The Council’s Finance Committee are meeting on 30
November to finalise the budget for next year (2018/19) and
their Council Tax precept.

Chestnuts go, but oak trees grow
With the leaves
falling it’s the time of
the year new
beautiful, glossy
brown conkers, just
out of their shells,
bringing back
memories of
childhood conker
fights. Some people
also swear that a
few well placed
conkers can deter spiders round the house! Enjoy the
temptation of picking up shiny new nuts while you can.
Unfortunately, introduced disease has affected many horse
chestnut trees and some difficult decisions have had to be
made about their future. Chippy’s own horse chestnuts are
not immune and the Field Reeves have already had to arrange
for the felling of three trees in the Station Road triangle.
During the late autumn/winter this year more trees will come
down, two on the other side of Station Road, one on Elmsfield
Common by the old railway, and work will be done on the
trees on the Recreation field. WODC has had to grant special
permission for this as it is in a Conservation Area, and the
Field Reeves are managing the programme as funds allow. The
horse chestnuts are being replaced with oaks – trees for the
future so that Chippy will retain its unique appearance and
generations yet to come will enjoy some leafy shade – and
Chippy spiders can relax a bit.

More ‘Section 106’ money
Now that over 90 new houses have been occupied at the new
Bellway housing development along Burford Road, Chipping
Norton Town Council will be asking West Oxfordshire to
release the second half (£125,000 approx) of the ‘Section 106’
funds put aside from the developers for local sports and

Change & growth at CETA
Following the retirement
of founder Dave Quick,
Sandie Schofield and
Adrian Waters, Chipping
Norton insurance firm
CETA has been bought by
the directors and the
management team – backed by Kester Capital, a leading mid-
market private equity firm. CETA, now one of the largest
employers in Chippy with around 120 staff – is an innovator
in personal and commercial insurance distribution. With an
online broking platform, wide network of 1500 broker and
adviser members, and strong digital marketing skills, it is a
leader in its market. 

Following the acquisition, John
Bibby (pictured), formerly of BBI
Worldwide and Primary Group,
becomes CEO. Andrew Blowers
remains Board Chairman. They are
joined in senior leadership roles by
James Thomson (COO), Paul Yates
(NED), James O’Hara and Luke Sims-
Wilson. John Bibby told the News that
CETA was a ‘rare asset’, and was
looking forward to building on the

strong base created by the founders. He added, ‘We are keen
to support the local community and I can confirm that our
plans are to stay in Chipping Norton and grow the business.
We have a great team here and will be recruiting further and
offering career progression and training as we develop
further’ David Quick, co-founder and outgoing Managing
Director, added: ‘Adrian, Sandie and I are very happy to pass
CETA on to John, Andrew and the team. We have worked with
them for many years and believe they are the right team to
take the business through its next phase of growth.’

Adderbury Christmas Market
Adderbury hold their traditional Christmas market at St
Mary’s Church on Saturday 2 December 11am to 4pm. There
will be cards and crafts for sale, perfumes, unusual gifts and
jewellery, homemade soup or hot dogs for lunch, tea and
cakes in the afternoon in Church House, and mulled wine and
mince pies in the Church. Santa will be in his grotto 11am–
1pm and 2–4pm. For more see www.adderbury.org.

Worcester Road Chestnut trees



Remembrance & Poppy Appeal
Chipping Norton’s Annual
Remembrance Day Parade is on Sunday
12 November with the church service
at St Mary’s Church starting at 10.45.
On Saturday 11 November, the British
Legion will hold a two minute silence at
the Town War Memorial on London Road at 11am. Anyone
wishing to take part should be at the War Memorial by 10.50.
The News is pleased to republish the following tribute poem.

COMRADES
Hark! Do you hear the guns booming Jack?
Over there; not far away.
For sure we’ll reach the front line soon, been
Marching best part of the day.
You remember when we signed up Jack?
That Sergeant, what did he say?
‘Just take the King’s shilling my brave lads’,
As he sent us on our way.
I wonder what it’ll be like Jack?
In the trenches; I’ve heard tell
There’ll be mud, blood, men screaming with pain;
Just like a scene out of Hell!
Promise you will stay by my side Jack?
When over the top we go.
We‘ll show the Hun what we’re made of,
We’ll put up a damn good show.
We’re fighting for King and Country Jack,
For peacetime, a better life,
With more good jobs and a decent wage,
Court a nice girl, take a wife!
And after, when we all go home Jack,
We’ll rejoice, down a few beers.
So here’s to Victory my old pal
Away with our doubts, our fears.

Estelle Brain (2003)
Steve Kingsford of Chipping Norton Royal British Legion
reports that their Poppy Appeal for 2016/17 raised £13,383,
which goes to helping past and present servicemen and
women and their families. The 2017/18 Appeal will be
launched in the town centre on Saturday 4 November with
singer Lula May performing songs from the 1940s on the
Town Hall steps from 1pm. To help with the poppy collection
contact Steve on 01295 780558 or email
stevekingsford@gmail.com. All are welcome at the Branch’s
AGM at 8pm on Tuesday 14 November at the Crown &
Cushion Hotel. On Friday 17 November, there’s a quiz at the
Crown & Cushion, 7.30pm for 8pm start, entrance £3 a head
and teams of up to 6. To reserve a table please phone Carol
on 07785 770812. All proceeds to the Poppy Appeal.

More help for Alex
The Crown & Cushion hosted, free, a successful 60s and 70s
disco in September which raised £1500 to help five-year-old
Alex Hutt, who has cerebral palsy. Alex’s family are aiming to
raise £70,000 for life-changing physiotherapy treatment. The
total came from ticket sales and a raffle, with the winner
giving half the prize back for the appeal. Organiser Sue
Bartholomew raised a similar amount with a bingo night in
June and was helped by Richard Waller with the disco. For

5

LOCAL NEWS

leisure facilities. The original agreement earmarked a total of
around £250,000 for this purpose – and specifically named
multi-games facilities (eg skateboard park) and expenditure at
Greystones. The Town Council asked for local bids for the
first half of the money which went to improvements at
Greystones, plus a new scout hut and improvements at the
Cricket Club. Further spending proposals by the Town
Council for the next £125,000 will need approval from
WODC. More news later.

‘Popping up’ for the Blind
The Chipping Norton
Friends of the Blind has
been running for 40 years.
Mary Gregory, the group’s
welfare officer, celebrated
her 40th year with the
charity on 1 September,
so there was even more
of a celebration when the
Pop-up Shop, organised by
Pat Percival, raised £1,822
– a significant amount of
money for the charity. On
29 and 30 September, the
charity was luckily able to
use the empty Bay Tree
Café, where the Pop-up

Shop literally sprang to life overnight. There were children’s
toys, clothes, bric-a-brac and a wonderful raffle. It was good
to see how generous the local community were with
donations. Chipping Norton Friends of the Blind would like to
say a huge thank you to Pat Percival who made this event such
a success. Thanks also to Pat’s friends and volunteers who
helped in the shop, to Graham Simmonds for allowing its use,
and everyone who donated items to shop and raffle. The
money raised will be helping fund transport to and from the
group’s fortnightly meeting in Chadlington Village Hall, where
local residents, all with varying visual impairments, go along
and socialise and enjoy a lovely lunch together. For more
information about Friends of the Blind, contact Mary Gregory
on 810899. 

Chippy history in photos
On 15 November
Alan Watkins, the
respected local
historian, will be
sharing his
remarkable know-
ledge and passion
based on a life-
time’s research of
the history of
Chipping Norton. His accumulation of photographs will
surprise, amuse and entertain those of us who are living in the
Town today. Chipping Norton Revealed: A History of our Town in
Photographs is at Churchill Village Hall, 7 for 7.30pm. Tickets
(£7 inc glass of wine) available from Janie Hexstall on 658276
or Janie.hexstall@btinternet.com. Proceeds in aid of Churchill
and Sarsden Heritage Centre. 
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Get some mud on your boots
The Annual Meeting of the William Fowler Trust on
Wednesday 11 October was a noisy occasion. No vegetables
were thrown, although one member of the committee was
mourning the loss of an entire pear crop stripped from his
tree overnight. The noise came from the Keep Fit Class in the
Upper Town Hall whose bouncing around threatened both
sound levels and the resilience of the ceiling. Despite a low
turnout of allotment tenants, some key issues were
highlighted for the next year. The Mayor made a commitment
that the Town Council would fight all the way any decision by
WODC to compulsorily purchase allotment land if the new
relief road ever becomes a reality. A contract had been
awarded for the strimming of overgrown areas and
uncultivated allotments, so the overall appearance of the site
should improve, and action was being taken to deal with
tenants who continually neglected their plots. Efforts to
recruit more allotment holders would continue (if the site is
thriving it would add more weight to any discussions about its
future), including working with the Health Centre to
encourage more people to take up this activity as exercise –
instead of threatening the future of the Town Hall ceiling. At
short notice, one of the tenant representatives on the
Allotment Committee had resigned and an election would be
arranged shortly. If you want to find out about having an
allotment contact Janet Griffin at The Guildhall on 642341,
open Monday to Friday 9.30am-1pm or email
cntcaccounts@btconnect.com.

Local Age UK exercise classes
Do you know
anyone in Chipping
Norton that might
like to try – or
teach – Age UK
Oxfordshire’s exer-
cise classes for the
over 50s? The
charity runs a
whole range of
community based
exercise classes
collectively known as ‘Generation Games’. So far you can find
classes in Enstone, Middle Barton, Woodstock, Minster Lovell,
Shipton under Wychwood and more. covering things such as
dancing to music, low impact aerobics, chair-based exercises,
and tai chi. There are also a growing number of ‘strength and
balance’ classes to help prevent falls. Every year, more than
one in three (3.4 million) people over 65 suffer a fall that can
cause serious injury, and even death. Falls may result in
dependence, immobilization and depression. The ‘strength and
balance’ classes aim to help older and less-mobile people
strengthen muscles and improve balance and hence help
prevent falls. A real bonus is that if people are referred by
their GP or healthcare professional, they can attend six weeks
of classes free. There are currently 11 Strength & Balance
sessions across Oxfordshire but Age UK have plans for many
more. For further information please visit
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire and ‘generation games’. 

Pat Lake of Highlands in Chipping Norton told the News
that Generation Games were interested in supporting more

more on Alex's cause and to donate, visit
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Alex-Hutt.

Jodie’s in the picture
Not long after the
closure of Trada
following the
retirement of
Trevor and Sally
Perkins, Chipping
Norton has now
welcomed a new
professional picture
framer, Jodie
Douglas, who has
set up her business
at 4 Harding’s Yard
(with customer
parking next to the
old Vets in Albion

Street). The News team went to visit Jodie in her studio
workshop, where she welcomes anyone with pictures or
objects great or small to be framed – she says she enjoys a
challenge! Jodie studied at Goldsmith’s College in London,
learned the craft of both framing and cabinet-making and then
joined a furniture maker in London. Around seven years ago
she moved to Kingham, where she worked with another
cabinet-maker. While in the area, she got to know the team at
Trada and learned that they would be retiring – so leapt at the
opportunity to set up business here herself. She now lives in
Chastleton and is delighted with her new spot in Chipping
Norton. She is already connecting with the local artists’
community (and hopes to exhibit pictures in her workshop)
– but welcomes customers with any requests, however small.
Contact her at jodie@jodiedouglas.com or 07881622807 or
see www.jodiedouglas.com.

New process to get benefits
Are you in Chipping Norton and about to apply for benefits?
A major change to the benefits system is scheduled to start
in West Oxfordshire at the end of November. Universal
Credit is a single benefit that replaces a whole range of others
including Child Tax Credit, Housing Benefit, Income-based
Employment & Support Allowance, Income-based Jobseeker’s
Allowance, Income Support and Working Tax Credit. Any new
applications for these benefits from November 2017 must be
made through Universal Credit – a new benefit scheme for
working age people on a low income or out of work. If you
already get one of these benefits or tax credits, you won’t be
affected before 2019 unless your circumstances change. The
changes mean that all new applications must be done online,
applicants must have a bank account and claimants will be
responsible for managing their own changes and making their
own payments such as rent and housing costs. Universal
Credit will be managed by the Department for Work and
Pensions. WODC staff will be on hand to offer general advice
and assist people with setting up their own accounts and with
online form filling. Benefit applicants will be able to use
computer terminals in council reception areas. More
information online at: www.westoxon.gov.uk/universalcredit
or by calling 01993 861030.
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continuously from Oxfordshire to Devon. Refreshments
available. To get involved email
wychwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call 07584 262437.

Christmas in Chippy 2017
Christmas in Chippy is back
for more unforgettable festive
fun on Friday 8 December
from 4–9pm. There will be
much to see and do:
~ Sleeping Beauty lantern
procession with the children
of Holy Trinity and St Mary’s
Primary Schools 

~ Late night shopping on our fabulous High Street
~ A Christmas market with over 60 stalls, selling arts, crafts

and food
~ Fabulous street food and music to entertain you
~ A children’s fun fair, a pop-up ice-rink, Christmas cinema,

and a disco Christmas pudding! 
The ‘all new’ Christmas lights will be switched on from 6pm.
This year’s Christmas in Chippy will be raising money for
two local charities that are the cornerstones in our
community – the ACE Centre and Highlands Day Care. So
look out for our Christmas in Chippy Angels on the night
who will be collecting much needed donations. Like our
Facebook page, @Christmasinchippy, or you can also follow
us on Twitter @XmasinChippy for the latest updates.

Nicola Edginton

exercises by holding some at Highlands. But to expand, they
need more class teachers who can help. If you know anyone
locally that might be interested in helping run classes contact
Pat on Plake1970@aol.com

Over Norton fountain plans
Over Norton’s fountain
memorial, a Grade II listed
structure of architectural and
historical interest, has been a
notable landmark for over 150
years. The Dawkins family have
been Lords of the Manor of
Over Norton since the 18th
century and this monument
commemorates the deaths of

Colonel Henry Dawkins and
his wife Emma who died in
1864. It was erected over the
pump – the source of water
for the village until 1946. It has
been owned by the Parish
Council since 1985 and is in
need of repair to restore it to
its former glory. With the
addition of a permanent
information panel, it can
become more accessible to
Over Norton residents and visitors alike and be a notable
landmark again for the coming 150 years. A group of
concerned residents has been given a mandate by the Parish
Council to form a sub-committee to see this project come to
fruition. A programme of fundraising events is being arranged,
the first of which will be a Curry and Quiz night on Saturday
25 November. We will also have Christmas cards with designs
or photographs by local residents for sale at 10 for £5. For
more details please contact Jan Cliffe via
jan@thecliffefamily.co.uk or by calling 01608 641057 or Sharn
Woodgate by emailing sharn@woodgate-home.com

Jan Cliffe

Wychwood Project update
Come along to the New Beaconsfield Hall, Shipton-under-
Wychwood at 7.30pm on 30 November to learn more about
conservation charity the Wychwood Project’s work to
improve the life and environment of West Oxfordshire. The
Project works around Burford, Chipping Norton, Woodstock
and Witney, on the ancient hunting forest of Wychwood. Find
out about tree planting, nature reserves and environmental
land management, wildflower verges, barn owl conservation,
bird aid – field flock feeding, dry stone walling, protecting
endangered flora – and see an exhibition on the History of
the Wychwood Forest. The project is always in need of more
volunteers. The meeting speaker is Robert Crocker who is
passionate about improving and increasing our hedges for
wildlife. He has an ambition for hedgerows to run

from this ...

... to this? 



8

LOCAL NEWS

by the Government, a dedicated project officer will work with
families where there is a risk of homelessness occurring and
partner authorities will help ensure as much accommodation
is made available as possible. 

Helen & Douglas Santa Run
Any closet Santas in Chipping
Norton? Sign up now for the
iconic annual Santa Run in
Oxford’s City Centre, a
morning of festive fun on
Sunday 10 December, in aid of
children’s and young adults’
hospice Helen & Douglas

House. Santas of all ages can take part in the 3k fun run, to
help raise vital funds for the charity. Sign-up at
www.hdh.org.uk or call 01865 799150. Family tickets are £58;
adult tickets £19 and children over 5 £12. Anyone wanting to
fundraise separately for the charity can send for a Santa Day
festive fundraising pack, which is full of fundraising ideas and
activities. To download or order, go to www.hdh.org.uk or call
01865 799150. The Santa Run is being sponsored by Hawkwell
House, Benito’s Hat, JackFM and The Oxford Paper.

You can also support Helen & Douglas House at a Pop up
Café 10am-12.30pm on Saturday 18 November at Churchill
Village Hall. To help, please contact Bea Bates on 658551.

Train tales at the Library
As May's Chipping Norton Railway and Tunnel event proved
so popular, we're hosting another! This time Alan Brain will be
exploring the history of the Chipping Norton to Banbury line.
Alan will present a selection of his railway photographs in a
slide show on Thursday 16 November at 7pm. It’s free, all are
welcome, but with limited space please contact the Library on
643559 or email chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
to book. 

The free Home Library Service, bringing books, DVDs,
CDs and audio books to people at home, is offered to people
of any age who are housebound and can't get to the library
due to disability, illness or full time caring responsibilities. This
includes people who might need it short term following
illness or hospitalisation. We have some wonderful Chippy

Valerie’s 1000 miles
Back in January, Chippy’s Valerie Pinfold challenged herself to
walk 1000 miles in a year for charity. As she told the News

‘not much of a challenge but when your body has been
through two liver transplants within five days and you live
with an autoimmune disease with one of the main symptoms
being fatigue, it becomes a little bit more effort! I’ve been on
some lovely walks in the countryside with friends, nice beach
walks on holiday in Cornwall, walks along the river in Oxford
and Stratford, walks in London, and miles around local music
festivals. But mainly I have been round and round the streets
of lovely old Chippy!’ 

Valerie’s efforts are to help the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
Birmingham Charity, chosen because of the amazing care she
received there. She said, ‘through my own illness I have been
lucky enough to meet others who also received treatment,
but they very sadly did not make it through their own
transplant journeys. I am doing my challenge in memory of
Kate, Rosco, Marina and Mark.’ Valerie hopes her 1000th mile
of the walk will be back at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
where her life was saved. To sponsor her visit
www.justgiving.com/valpinny or call her on 07837 699999. If
you haven't already, please think about joining the Organ
Donor Register, and tell your family of your wishes, as they
still have the final decision. Visit www.organdonation.nhs.uk or
ring 0300 1232323.

Cornbury U-turn
2017 was announced as the last year of the Cornbury Festival,
with organiser Hugh Phillimore saying it was time for a
change. So the upmarket bash went out with a firework
display and a top music line up including Bryan Adams, Kaiser
Chiefs, Jools Holland – and the Battle of Bands winners from
Chippy School! Now Hugh has had a change of heart – he
says fans and sponsors have persuaded him to keep going! So
the 15th festival, held at Great Tew after moving from
Cornbury Park some years back, is on next year from 13–15
July 2018. 

Preventing homelessness
A new scheme to tackle homelessness in West Oxfordshire
has been given the green light. The Families First project will
work with families and couples to try to prevent
homelessness happening. The move is in response to new
figures showing that between April 2015 and March 2017, of
106 housing applications received by West Oxfordshire
District Council, 42% were due to parents or relatives no
longer willing to accommodate adult children, while a further
21% were a result of the breakdown of relationships. Funded

is offering

A Three Course Meal  
Coffee, Mince Pies

&
Disco

For only £24.95 per person
Call 01608 642533 to book

'Have You Booked 
Your Christmas Party Yet'?
The Crown & Cushion
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they hope is the final version of the Plan back to the
Inspector.

Council Leader James Mills, cites local affordability issues
as the reason to keep higher targets, saying, ‘Research shows
that, until the 1990s, it took a young family three years to raise
money for a deposit, but now the average time is 24 years.
Ensuring there is housing for key workers, such as nurses, fire-
fighters and teachers, helps everyone. Some housing will be
built in places that people do not like but we must act on the
spiralling costs of buying or renting a home’. West
Oxfordshire is one of the most expensive housing areas in the
country, with the ratio of average house prices to average
earnings of 10:2 – twice the maximum that mortgage
providers will typically lend. WODC’s hope more new homes
on the market might reduce the cost of buying, but
developers will only build what they can sell at the right price,
West Oxfordshire are also aiming, with a Local Plan finally in
place, to control where development takes place and fend off
opportunist proposals. The new Government ‘calculation’
guidance, could still cause WODC to lower their housing
targets – but overall, the Prime Minister has recently stressed
more social housing as a priority and wants house builders
not to delay building the houses for which they already have
planning permission.

The Lido’s looking ahead
While the pools are
closed, planning for next
season is already
underway. But first, the
Lido needs your public
vote to help get funding
from Aviva for a new
project, which, the team
hopes, will provide a free
stay and play session for
parents and pre-school
children for a couple of
hours each week, with
support from the ACE
Centre’s Community
Worker and a free picnic
lunch for the children. Voting to Aviva opens on 24 October,
so please keep an eye on our website and social media
channels around that time: www.chippylido.co.uk,
facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter @ChippyLido.

After six seasons of sterling service managing The Lido,
Liz has decided to focus on her primary role as a theatre set
and costume designer. All the Trustees would like to put on
public record their immense gratitude for everything Liz has
done and look forward to continuing to work with her on a
more adhoc basis. This means an exciting opportunity has
arisen for someone else to bring passion and commitment as
Lido Manager for 2018 and beyond. If you are interested, or
know someone who might be, please contact us via
info@chippylido.co.uk to find out more.

Finally for now, above is a picture of our immensely
popular Dog Swim last month. It seems we are
#TotalTrendsetters with this, as Saltdean Lido in Sussex held
its first dog swim on 8 October, while our friends over at
Sandford Park Lido in Cheltenham held their second on the
15th. Great to see canines across the country getting their

volunteers who bring our library service to people at home,
but we need more! If you would like to aply to volunteer w
we would be delighted to hear from you. To apply online
please go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/become-
home-library-service-volunteer 

Sally Moore, Library Manager 

Theatre scandals hit Chippy!
Anyone have any newsworthy
gossip from ‘behind the stage’
in Chippy’s wonderful Theatre?
Apparently this would be
continuing a grand tradition of
newspaper reporting that took
off in the 19th century. A new
book was launched at Jaffé &
Neale in September called Life
on the Victorian Stage, written
by local author and historian
Nell Darby. In fact, Nell used to
be the News’s own Schools
Editor and wrote many

‘Hidden History’ features about buildings around town. Nell
tells us that the explosion of popular newspapers and their
gossip columns coincided with theatre expansion that, for
example, saw 400 music halls in London alone by 1875. Tales of
‘the divine’ actress Sarah Bernhardt, and her affairs (including
a lesbian one and a dalliance with the Prince of Wales) and
examples of ‘celebrity gossip’ were lapped up by the public.
Nell revels in the subject, having found that her great-
grandfather’s three sisters were all on the stage. Nell draws on
the Victorian press as her main source and her chapter titles
include Libel, Bankruptcy, Blackmail, Prostitution, Sex &
Seduction, Bigamy, Divorce and finally, (of course!) Death &
Disaster. The book is full of facts and anecdotes, and shows
how the enormous growth in press coverage made readers
think that they were indeed part of the actors’ lives. Chatting
at Nell’s book launch (she’s pictured above with The
Bookshop’s Patrick Neale), one was tempted to feel we were
at a theatre ‘soirée’ on that exciting search for ‘celebrity
gossip’ which, as Nell says, is nothing new. So when you visit
the Panto at our own Theatre this year, why not call into Jaffé
& Neale for a copy of Life on the Victorian Stage.

WODC keep to house targets
At first, West Oxfordshire was planning too few new homes
and now it’s apparently planning too many, says the
Government. A Government report Planning the Right
Homes in the Right Places, published in September, sets out a
recommended approach for calculating housing need. The
new formula, involving affordability and projected household
growth, suggests a need for Oxfordshire of 3,415 homes a
year – not the previously predicted 5,000. For West
Oxfordshire’s this would mean 601 homes a year, a reduction
of 12%. For Cherwell the reduction is even greater, at 33%.
Nevertheless, WODC has pledged to stick to the higher
number of homes proposed in its Local Plan, inserted last year
following criticism from a Government-appointed Inspector.
After more adjustments to respond the Inspector’s recent
Examination, WODC are sending, without more delay, what

Doggy paddle at the Lido!
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Effects on ecology and landscape are near the top of the
list because the Glyme and Dorn Conservation Target Area is
within the site and the Glyme Valley SSSI is close by. Landscape
and visual impact, as well as impacts on ground conditions,
hydrology, air quality, noise, archaeology and lighting must also
be assessed. Traffic and transport impacts have caused most
concern locally, with the Town Council already opposing the
link road between Banbury Road and Burford Road. The Town
Council has also commented on ecology, socio-economic and
heritage impacts. WODC also told the News that, after
comments to them, socio-economic impacts will also now be
assessed. Given the scale of the development, the population
increase, shift in demographic profile, economic impact and
pressure on Town’s historical centre could all be key.

Chippy bottle refill scheme
Do you want to help Chipping Norton reduce the number of
plastic bottles we all throw away? Local resident Hannah
Kedward saw a scheme started in Bristol by an environmental
campaign group called City to Sea with the simple idea of
reducing the number of plastic bottles we use – by asking

local companies to refill reusable water bottles with tap water
for free. Hannah says English tap water is one of the cleanest
in Europe so there is absolutely no reason for us not to drink
it. The number of throw-away plastic bottles we use as a
society has become unprecedented and must be reduced.
Hannah has lived in Chipping Norton for over 10 years, and
writes and edits educational materials. She spotted an item on
Refill on Sky News and with her passion for the environment,
felt the scheme might go well in Chippy which, she says, is a
community with a strong social and environmental awareness.
She is delighted that nine local companies have signed up in
Chippy, and told the News that she hopes more will in the
future. Hannah’s publicity poster is here, showing who is

share of the fun! As ever, if you can donate anything towards
The Lido’s upkeep, please give directly via
www.Totalgiving.com and/or as you shop online via
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido, if you prefer.

Claire Williamson

First Aid for dogs
Are you a dog owner, handler, trainer,
walker, or rescuer? Do you know how
to give your dog first aid? Try the
special course on Saturday
4 November, from 10am to 1.30pm at
the Crown & Cushion in Chipping
Norton. You can learn life-saving skills
from an experienced vet. For booking
and more information, email info@dog-first-aid.com call
07929 882453 or see www.dog-first-aid.com. This is an
accredited CPD course. 

Grants to Town organisations
Chipping Norton Town Council has announced how it will
spend £20,400 of its 2017/18 budget on annual ‘Grants to
Voluntary Bodies’.  They include:
Lido £5000
Theatre £3700
History Society & Museum £3500
Home Start Banbury (and CN) £2500
Glyme Hall Youth Club £1000
Green Gym £1000
Rainbows £1000
CN Comedy Festival
Gateway Club
CN Music Festival
Town Festival/Rotary
CN Singers/Folk Art Oxford
Volunteer Link up
These and other organisations had submitted requests for
funds and considered on their merits by a special committee
of the Town Council chaired by the Mayor.

Impact of 1000+ homes?-
More details are emerging on Chippy’s big housing expansion
at and beyond Tank Farm. Agents acting for the landowners
have submitted a rough masterplan for the development to
WODC. This shows a swathe of development between
Banbury Road and Glyme Lane containing 1,030 new homes,
woodland along the eastern boundary, ‘landscape mitigation’
in the south east, a sports pitch next to Glyme Hall and a new
primary school next to Top School’s sports pitches. Land
between London Road and the cricket club is proposed for
housing and employment. A new road will run from Banbury
Road to Burford Road to serve the development and take
some traffic out of the town centre. Local shops to be built
on the former Parker Knoll site already have planning
permission (see page 2). The landowners need to prepare an
Environmental Statement to assess the impact of their
development, which WODC will use when they determine
the planning application. The landowners have formally asked
WODC to say what impacts it wants them to assess. You can
view this application 17/026022/SCOPE on WODC’s website.
WODC were due to respond by mid October. 

£750
£750
£500
£500
£500
£200

Chipping Norton Flower Club Event
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

Chipping Norton Town Hall
18 November 
10am-4pm

Refreshments
Call 01608 654152 for further information
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www.chipnorcomefest.co, where you can sign up for
newsletters revealing acts as they are booked.

Let’s Talk Lymphoedema
‘I’m not fat. I’m swollen’.
This was what 15-year-old
Arabella Roberts told the
News reporter at the
launch at Jaffé & Neale of
Let’s Talk Lymphoedema: The
essential guide to everything
you need to know. The guide
is a collaboration between
Professor Peter Mortimer,
consultant dermatologist at
both St George’s and The
Royal Marsden Hospitals
and Professor of
Dermatological Medicine,
and local resident Gemma
Levine, photographer, author and Fellow of the Royal Society
of Arts, who has lived with lymphoedema for a number of
years as a result of cancer. Arabella has had lymphoedema
since birth. She said, ‘The general public are so ignorant. They
just think I’m fat. I want people to know about this condition’.
This excellent, user-friendly and informative guide aims to do
just that. It explains lymphoedema clearly and offers support
to sufferers and their families, helping them to deal with its
effects. Help for youngsters like seven-year-old Rafael, who
said, ‘My big hands bother me and I feel ugly and do not look
nice. It’s not fun but I make up for it with my brain and my

involved. Why not drop into one of the shops and fill up your
bottle. And feel free to contact Hannah via
hf112@hotmail.com. 

Apple Day merriment
Chipping Norton’s Community Orchard saw a bucolic Apple

Day on 15 October with cider soaked trees, wassailing songs,
dancing (with and without wellies!) – and a blessing from the
Mayor. The children
went home waving
hand-made bunting,
and some joined the
Banbury Country
Dance Band making
music. A mountain of
apples was pressed
for juice and merry
makers left with bags and bulging pockets, making the most of
a fruitful autumn. The trees have been well blessed for
another season, so watch out for Blossom Day next May.

Heather Leonard

Churchill Games Evening
Try the Games Evening at Churchill & Sarsden Village Hall on
Saturday 18 November 7-10.30pm. The choice is yours: cards
or board games to suit all tastes – game gurus on hand to
help. Tickets £7.50, include glass of wine and nibbles. Cash bar.
Contact Hilary 659480 or hilaryjbarber@aol.com

Erotica off but Comedy on 
The shock announcement on 1 April that the Town was to
get a new ‘Festival of Erotica’ has turned out, possibly to the
disappointment of some, to be a hoax. The ruse was a prank
to announce the first ever Chipping Norton Comedy
Festival taking place on 2 and 3 March 2018. Headline acts
will include Mark Watson, Ellie Taylor and Simon Evans, all
who have appeared on BBC1’s Live at the Apollo. Other acts
booked include hits from this year’s Edinburgh Festival,
including Kidocracy with Keith Farnan and George Egg’s sell
out show DIY Chef. Tickets for some events are already on
sale from The Theatre, which will be one of the venues. With
a movie, stand-up comedy clubs, comedy writing and
performing workshops, squeaky clean comedy and comedy
for kids, there is something for everybody. The Festival is
being organised by Ken Norman of Flock Comedy, a founder
member of the Literary Festival organising team. Sponsors
include Hobgoblin, Fyffes Bananas, Cotswolds Distillery,
Tickitty Shake and Chipping Norton Physiotherapy. 

Details of sponsorship packages and details of
performers and events are on the Festival’s website

Arabella & Rafael pictured with
Prof Mortimer & Gemma Levine
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kindness’. Copies of the guide are available from Jaffé & Neale,
price £15. There is a lymphoedema Nurse Practitioner who
runs clinics at the Katharine House Hospice on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9am to 5pm. Contact 01295
811866 or email general@khh.org.uk for details.

Golden wedding celebration
Ken and Cicely Maunder
celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on
Saturday 16 September with a
party for over 100 family and
friends at the Crown &
Cushion Hotel. They
requested donations, instead
of presents, for Katharine
House Hospice, one of the
many charities Cicely has
worked for over 55 years. To
date almost £800 has been
donated. Cicely & Ken would
like to thank all those who
made it such a wonderful and

memorable occasion including friends who came from Atlanta.
Cicely Maunder

Lights of Love with Katharine 
It is that time of year to reminisce about loved ones who are
sadly no longer with us. You can dedicate a light on the
Katharine House Hospice Christmas tree or leave a hand
written message in a book of remembrance. Katharine House
also warmly invites everyone in the local community to a
service led by the hospice chaplain at one of their Lights of
Love events. Banbury – St Mary’s Church Thurs 30 November
7.15 and Brackley – St Peter’s Church Weds 6 December 7.30.
Visit www.khh.org.uk/lights to leave your commemoration
message or place a dedication in lights. There’s still time to
sign up for the traditional Santa Trail to jog or walk in Santa
suits on Sunday 26 November, at People’s Park, Banbury. Join
the Santa procession at 4pm. There's also the Christmas Trail
– a children’s treasure hunt for younger supporters. Tickets
£15 for adults, £8 children and £40 family (2 adults & 2
children). Finally why not host a 2017 Big Get Together event
with family and friends, a great excuse to organise family fun
and donate money for local hospice care. For information and
to register your event visit www.khh.org.uk/bgt.

Churchill film evening
The next Screen by the Green movie at Churchill and Sarsden
Village Hall, on Saturday 11 November, is Viceroy’s House. In
1947, Lord Louis Mountbatten serving as the last Viceroy, was
charged with the sensitive if not impossible task of returning
India to its people. This handsome period film dramatises the
epochal events that followed, leading to the independence of
India and creation of Pakistan. Hugh Bonneville stars as
Mountbatten and Gillian Anderson as his wife Edwina. The film
cleverly intertwines with Movietone newsreels of the day
depicting the horrendous cost of human conflict within the
unfolding drama. All films start at 7.30; tickets £4.50 – pay on
the door. For more information and to book ring 659903 or
email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com

Chadlington chat
Calling all readers in Chadlington – did you know that you can
get your regular copy of the Chippy News at the Café de la
Post? Village news this month includes: 
~ Long serving

Slatters the
Butchers stopped
on the retirement
of Martin – with
farewell drinks at
the Tite on 21
October. Hopefully
someone else might
pick up the cleaver
and run the shop

~ Chadlington WI
hosted an enjoyable Harvest Supper for three WIs

~ Apple Day and the Macmillan Coffee Day were great
successes

~ Ideas for a major project to renew the Memorial Hall are
still being discussed

~ A new neighbourhood Speedwatch team is out and about
with their camera – watch out! To help, contact Parish
Councillor Neil Phillips

~ The Good Neighbour scheme provides tea and a chat on
Thursdays 2.30-4pm in the Methodist Schoolhouse

~ The recent Tite Inn pub quiz night (won by the Muppets!)
was full. Next quiz Sunday 26 November details – 676910 

~ Nicola Lloyd has been co-opted as a new parish councillor,
She also runs the village website. See
www.chadlington.com for regular village news, events and
local contacts

~ Lord Chadlington, who has given much support to the
local community, has moved on from Dean Manor after
many years

Don’t forget that the Café de la Post has regular a Friday night
One Meal Menu – join the communal table and enjoy a
relaxed evening, while Saturday night is Pizza Night! (details
cafedelapost.com). The Chippy News is happy to publish any
more Chad news that would be of general interest.

LOCAL NEWS

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal
service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *
* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM
2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ
Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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Fast & slow for Cancer Research
It was all shapes, sizes, speeds and ages at the 8th Hook
Norton Alternative Race for Life on Sunday 1 October,
starting and finishing at the Sun Inn in Hook Norton. This
year there was great excitement (and a sweepstake)
centred on the Tortoise category, in which newcomer

Hermes was due to challenge the reigning champion
Beanie. With last year's win under her belt, Beanie seemed
quietly confident
at the start line
but, Hermes had
youth on his side
and set a new
course record
(for tortoises) of
26 minutes and 50
seconds – a credit
to his trainer,
Oskar Wahlen. The spirit and enthusiasm of Hook Norton
was reflected in an impressive array of pink costumes, as
152 runners turned out to show their support for loved
ones affected by cancer. All prizes and refreshments are
donated by local businesses, so every penny of the entry
fees and sponsorship goes to Cancer Research UK. Since
the first race in 2010, a total of over £12,500 has been
raised by this event to support their lifesaving work. More
photos and information about the race are on the Hooky
Alternative Race for Life Facebook page. 

Anyone wishing to help the North Cotswolds Fundraising
Group should  please contact Gill Begnor
(gillbegnor@live.co.uk) or Graham Raven (g.raven@sky.com) 

Gill Begnor

Great Rollright Market
The next market is on Saturday 4 November, 9.30am–
12.30pm, featuring proper home-made toffee apples and
other heart-warming treats for bonfire night! Try fresh
pressed apple juice from our gardens. Stalls include wonderful
bargains, practical gifts and good ideas to start your seasonal
shopping. Everyone can enjoy the experience of browsing our
stalls and relaxing with a good coffee and something tasty,
whether a freshly cooked bacon roll (irresistible!) or a piece
of home-made cake. A warm welcome awaits you. Saturday 2
December is the last market of the year and will definitely be
a very Happy Christmas Special! For details see
greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or for the latest news
facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket or contact
Heather 730154 or Brenda 738374.

Shuttle bus problems resolved
The team operating the round-town Villager shuttle bus would
like to apologise for the number of times the bus was unable
to run in September. A shortage of drivers meant that the bus
missed a number of Wednesday or Friday mornings. The good
news is that the immediate problem has now been resolved so
passengers can rely on the bus once again. But there is still a
desperate need of more drivers to stop this happening again. If
you can spare a few hours a week to keep this much valued
service running, please email Gordon Brown –
gordon.brown333@btinternet.com. During the road works in
Albion Street please note that the bus will not be stopping at
the Co-op on its second visit (around 35 mins past the hour).
Passengers for the Health Centre, Hospital or Marlborough Rd,
please get the bus from West St five minutes earlier. 

Winterfest in Churchill

Local children’s support organisation, Thrive Northox, is
hosting a fundraising social evening in Churchill Village Hall on
Thursday 16 November, 7-10pm. Join them for a cosy evening
with friends, a gin bar with refreshing ales, fizz and wine, plus
advice on how to stay healthy this winter with free short talks
from FitActive, Hatha Yoga, and Oats Health Foods – plus arts
and craft stalls. Tickets £5 in advance via Thrive Northox
Facebook page, or text your name, number and how many
tickets to Thrive: 07391 707292. £6 on the door. Thrive
Northox, based in Chipping Norton, aims to support local
children living in desperate circumstances. See www.thrive-
northox.co.uk.

Thursday 30th November 6pm – 8pm
Friday 1st December from 2pm – 8pm

Saturday 2nd December from 10am – 8pm
Sunday 3rd December from 1pm – 5pm

Christmas Tree Festival
Tea & Coffee
Lunches

Cake & Craft
Stalls

Preserves

METHODIST
CHURCH 

Chipping Norton

Opening
Ceremony

Thurs 30th Nov
6pm

(with Circuit Service at 6pm)
All proceeds in aid of Chipping Norton and Stow

Methodist Circuit

Disabled
access
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Lawrence Team News
This year’s Christmas cards are
now on sale in various local outlets
including Jaffé & Neale, Chipping
Norton Post Office, Bippitty Boo,
Chadlington Quality Foods and
Enstone Stores. Priced at £4.50
per pack of eight cards of the same
image; all proceeds go to the
Lawrence Home Nursing Team.
This year’s cards are designed by
local artists, Josephine Trotter,
Ronny Loxton and Anne Nicholls
whose Christmas Stag is pictured
here. 

Frank Henderson will be our after dinner speaker at Long
Compton Village Hall on Saturday, 18 November from 7pm.

Music by local band, Chaser. Ticket information on
www.lawrencehomenursing.org or telephone: 684475.
And don’t forget our traditional Candles of
Remembrance & Celebration at the Town Hall, 7pm on
Friday 15 December – light a candle, sing carols at a short
interdenominational service and then go inside to enjoy
mulled wine and mince pies – details in next month’s News.

Verity Fifer

Top landlord now at The Sun
The Sun Inn, Hook Norton has a new tenant landlord – Mark
Higgs who is the British Institute of Innkeeping (BII) Licensee
of the Year 2017. The Sun Inn has a restaurant, six en suite
bedrooms, a function room and large rear beer garden and
terrace. Mark will be working with Executive Chef and
Director Matthew Ayers who brings years of experience after
working in a number of Michelin starred restaurants. Mark &
Mathew take up the reins officially on 1 November. Managing
Director James Clarke said, ‘The Sun Inn is a very important
site for us being in the centre of Hook Norton and we are
excited to see what Mark, Matthew and the team can bring.’

St Andrew’s Great Rollright
November sees two key events at St Andrew’s Church,
Remembrance and the Patronal Festival. On Saturday 11
November there is an Act of Remembrance in St Peter’s
Church, Hook Norton at 10.50am. Then on Sunday 12
November, again at St Peter’s Church, is the annual Service of
Remembrance. This is usually a packed service so please do
arrive in plenty of time to guarantee a seat. At 7.30pm on
Thursday 30 November, St Andrew’s Day, the church

celebrates its Patronal Festival with a Service of Praise
followed by refreshments. All are welcome to join. The new
Calendar of Services for the benefice (Hook Norton, Great
Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton) is now available from any
of the benefice churches.

Hook Norton Craft Fair
Try the Craft Fair in St Peter’s
Church on Saturday
4 November from 10am-5pm.
There will be around 40 stalls
of superb work at this well
established event. 

Help children enjoy science?
A new after-school club has started up at local primaries.
Science Clubz was started by Sue Priest, a Banbury-based
scientist and programmer, when she realised that her
daughters didn't have an option to learn more about science.
The company now provides after-school clubs for hundreds
of children in more than thirty schools. News team member
Chris Hogan is helping Sue bring the club to schools in our
area and children at St Mary's, Leafield and Charlbury, among
others, are now enjoying mad (safe!) experiments and role
play to generate an interest in science. Chris tells us that he
needs more people to run clubs in and around Chippy. You
don't need to be a science expert as the lesson plans and all
equipment are provided; you just need to be confident
working with a dozen children. Payment is £30 session and if
you think you'd enjoy it, please contact Chris directly at
chrish.licensee@scienceclubz.com

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 
Established 30 years.
Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with
us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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POLICE & COMMUNITY SAFETY

The Town’s CRG working with police
In May 2017, the Community Resilience Group was formed.
Currently with 17 members, anyone in our community is
welcome to join. At quarterly meetings CRG members, public,
and representatives from Thames Valley Police discuss areas of
concern in the Town and agree objectives and a working plan
to help tackle these problems. At each meeting a maximum of
three priorities are chosen to take forward and work on.
Neighbourhood Inspector Stephen Hookham was at the June
meeting and gave some useful advice on the three priorities
chosen. We then updated everyone about progress at the
next meeting in September. We know that some issues raised
will never be eradicated, but with this group and the regular
meetings and support from the police and other
organisations, we will be able to make a difference. Smaller
groups can also form which can involve other key
professionals and organisations. 

Community Speedwatch – The Town Council
unfortunately was unable to help with funding for the speed
equipment we need at this time. This has meant that
arrangements have to be made to borrow a device from
surrounding villages which have their own device. With
availability of the borrowed unit, along with the weather not
being on our side when it was available, it's meant that this
hasn't moved forward quite as quickly as was hoped. It shows
how important having our own device is. We did however
have two good training sessions with Special Constable
Milton Eldridge in June and July. We had a great response from
the public with over 20 people coming along to help get the
community Speedwatch scheme underway. We will be putting
together a rota for these volunteers and will get this scheme
moving in the next few weeks.
Dangerous Parking – There are real concerns around
Chipping Norton with people parking inconsiderately and
illegally! We conducted an online parking survey in June and
gathered some very valuable information. It has been analysed
and fed back to our Neighbourhood Police Team who will
now be working on tackling this.
Anti Social Behaviour – During the last few months extra
police officers have been deployed in the Town visiting
properties and streets to help combat the ASB. They have
been visiting areas where ASB has been reported by doing
door to door knocks, leaflet drops and increasing patrols in
these areas. We are keen on working out where (and what)
the real problems are and want to engage and interact with
those concerned so that we can help find a suitable solution. 

Our next CRG meeting is on Tuesday 9 January 2018,
7.30pm at Glyme Hall, Chipping Norton. Anyone who is
passionate about making a difference to our community is
welcome to come along and join us. Your support would be
greatly appreciated. If you have questions please contact us via
ChippingNortonCRG@gmail.com.

Clare Percival (CRG Chair)
Natasha Davis-Batchelor (CRG Deputy Chair)

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
With lots happening over the past few months and increased
concerns about crime in our community
it's been good to see new members
joining the Chipping Norton
Neighbourhood Watch scheme. This
shows what good community spirit
we have here and means we can be
sure we are looking out for people
who need it. We can also be reassured
that there is increased awareness and
vigilance. The CN Neighbourhood Watch Facebook page has
become really popular with over 700 local people now
receiving alerts and information as soon as we get it from the
police. Social media can be really useful when it's used in the
right way! We will be organising another FREE crime
prevention and Neighbourhood Watch event before
Christmas. You will be able to meet members of your local
neighbourhood police team, get tools and gardening
equipment security marked and get crime prevention advice
and support. You will also be able to purchase police approved
security devices and get your bicycles security registered.
Date to be confirmed so look out for details. There was a
recent increase in shed break-ins in the area. CN-NHW
worked with PCSO Cheryl Harrison to assist with handing
out crime prevention advice and security devices to those
identified as needing it. Please stay vigilant and report anything
suspicious to 101. If you see a crime taking place, call 999. For
more information about the CN-NHW scheme, please email:
NHWchippingnorton@gmail.com

Clare Percival & Natasha Davis-Batchelor
(CN-NHW Co-ordinators)

Latest local crime statistics
Latest monthly data for crimes in the Chipping Norton area
(includes Charlbury, Kingham and Wychwoods), published on

Police.uk shows a total of 91 crimes
reported including:
Antisocial behaviour/public order
Burglary
Robbery, shoplifting, theft
Criminal damage, arson
Drugs, possession of weapons
Vehicle crime
Violence and sexual offences

Police are currently focusing on more shed break-ins
including on 9-11 October in Walterbush Road. Ring 101 with
information or to contact your local policing team.

Police, Safety and Neighbourhood Watch
This month includes updates from the new Chipping Norton Community Resilience Group,

Neighbourhood Watch and the Police

Training for the Community Speedwatch scheme recently

14
16
29
7
3
9
13
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Better Health: it’s a way of life
Newsteam members
were at the highly
successful Better
Health Day – when
around 400 local
people called in at a
busy  showcase
event on 11
October in Chip-
ping Norton Town
Hall. There were 35
stalls with a whole range of local organisations, voluntary
and commercial,  talking about how they can help you get
and keep well. Everyone wants to be healthy but it is not
always as simple as ‘An apple a day keeps the doctor away’.
Chipping Norton Health Centre staff and the Practice’s
Patient Participation Group (PPG) are keen for local people
to know more about what support is available to keep
people healthy and manage chronic conditions. 

Mayor Mike Tysoe and PPG chair Gordon Moultrie  were
there to open the event – saying how important it was for
local people to have, and use, these valuable local services. The
Mayor also urged everyone to support the Health Centre in
their efforts to acquire land nearby to allow for expansion. In
the Hall there was information available about all aspects of
physical and mental health; information on services and
support agencies; people could register for Patient Access to

order repeat prescriptions online and have their blood
pressure checked.  For four hours the Hall buzzed with
activity and a constant flow of people visiting stalls. The Co-
op Pharmacy Team of Chell, Aimee and Yasin were amazed to
find that they had taken 70 blood pressure readings and as
Yasin said, ‘What a great opportunity for us to get out into the
community and help people be responsible for their health’.  

It was excellent that the Health
Centre and the PPG took up the
challenge of putting on this first Better
Health Day – with PPG members Jan
Cottle, Moira Packer and Paul Jackson
spearheading the event. The Day’s
success was thanks to their and others’
hard work, supported by the Mid-

Counties Co-op
and other town
businesses. With
this success the
PPG hope to
make events like this a regular feature of the Chipping Norton
calendar. If you would like more information on the Patient
Participation Group please contact them on cnhc.ppg@nhs.net

The NHS would like to hear from you at a Chipping Norton
Town Hall meeting on Tuesday 14 November (7.30
to 9pm) about your views on the future of NHS
GP, pharmacy, and other day-to-day local primary
care health services. This public meeting is being
organised by the NHS (The Oxfordshire Clinical
Commissioning Group’s North Oxfordshire Patient and Public
Forum). Local NHS services are facing an ageing population
and, with major housing growth around Chipping Norton, our
area could see 50% more over 65s and 100% more over 85s
in the next 15 years (see Oxfordshire’s Director of Public
Health’s latest report). With elderly groups taking up the lion’s
share of NHS and social care services resources, our local
health providers and funders will need to look at a big growth
in local services. Meanwhile the recruitment of GPs and care
staff across Oxfordshire is a major challenge, and care is meant
to be moving out of hospital and ‘closer to home’, with new
‘models of care’ and more specialists working locally in
‘neighbourhood hubs’. All these ideas are behind the OCCG’s
‘Primary Care Framework’, and part of a vision for services
over the next five years.

Plans for Health Centre growth
Since the opening of Chipping Norton’s new Health Centre,
the Practice has in fact been successful in hiring new GPs,
and is an attractive base for training new GPs. The Practice
has added other specialist practitioners and encouraged
other health providers, such as opticians and podiatrists, to
set up base in the new facilities. The GP team is also now

working closely with several nearby GP practices (eg at
Shipton and Bloxham) to share resources and
specialists to avoid patients having to travel
further in order to support our ‘neighbourhood’
effectively.  What more should they be doing, and
what support does the Health Centre need to

remain at the forefront of health care in the locality and
wider Oxfordshire? Our local GPs also say they need
further building space to deal with growth, ideally on land
owned by the County Council next door – but this needs to
be made available ideally with funding contributions from
new nearby housing developments. Are the NHS (ie the
Commissioning Group) working closely enough with
County and District to make sure this happens?

Tell the NHS your views
At the Town Hall Forum on 14 November, the NHS wants
your views on these ideas and the priorities for sustaining
these ‘primary care’ services in North Oxfordshire. All
feedback will be fed into the OCCG’s work, with plans due
to be published in December. Anita Higham who will chair
the Forum, is urging local people in Chipping Norton to
attend to help provide a service that meets their needs. Dr
Shelley Hayles from Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning
Group will be there. 

For more information or to confirm attendance contact
Healthwatch Oxfordshire which is supporting this event.
Email: hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk or call 01865
520520.

Public meeting on GP services

Pictured l-r: Packed Town Hall; just two of the local health practitioners who had stalls in the Town Hall; the PPG’s Gordon Moultrie
pictured with the Mayor, Mike Tysoe
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Keep warm!
The colder months  can make us all feel slightly
under the weather, so here are some simple tips: 
• Wear several layers of clothes, preferably

natural fibres, rather than one heavy layer
• Have at least one hot meal a day and make

sure you have hot drinks regularly
• Try not to sit still for more than an hour

indoors – get up and stretch your legs
• Stay active  as even moderate exercise can help

keep you warm
• When outside wear a hat, gloves, shoes with a good grip

and wrap a scarf round your mouth. On very cold days
stay indoors if you have breathing or heart problems

• Make sure your bed is warm – use a hot water bottle or
electric blanket (not both at the same time!)

Preserve your energy 
If you find it harder to roll out of bed when the temperature
is low and the mornings are darker, here are some energy-
giving solutions that may help:
• Let the sunlight in! Keep home and work as airy and light

as possible and try and get outside in daylight for some
time every day – a brief walk at lunchtime will work
wonders. 

• Get a good night’s sleep. Don’t hibernate, however
tempting that may be. Aim for eight hours and try to
establish a regular routine. Make sure your bedroom is a
relaxed space with warm bedding – and turn off the TV
and the computer.

• Exercise regularly. It may be the last thing you want to try
but you will be amazed by how much better you will feel
after some kind of physical activity every day. Ten minutes
brisk walking each day, 150 minutes of exercise a week
should be your goal. 

• Learn to relax. The pressure to cram in so much in daylight
hours can contribute to stress which leads to fatigue.
There is no instant solution to stress but you can try and
reduce it. Many people find adding meditation, yoga,
breathing exercise or mindfulness techniques into their
daily routine helps to calm them down.

• Eat the right food. In the winter we turn to comfort foods
like pasta, potatoes and bread. You will have much more
energy if you include plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables in
your meals. Your sweet tooth may go into overdrive but
try to keep sweet things as occasional treats – they may
give you an energy rush but it wears off quickly.

Fend off those winter illnesses
Finally some regular winter illnesses and hints on how to deal
with them.
• Colds: Keep household surfaces clean to avoid passing on

bugs. Use disposable tissues and your pharmacist can
advise on treatments that may ease symptoms. 

•  Sore Throats: Almost always these are caused
by viral infections which will not respond to
antibiotics. Gargle with warm salty water, one
teaspoon in a glass of part cooled boiled water, for
a soothing effect.
•   Norovirus:Winter vomiting and diarrhoea is
an extremely infectious stomach bug. It is more
common in winter and, though unpleasant, should
be over in a few days. It is important to drink
plenty of fluids and rehydration fluids, available
from pharmacies, can help. Keep an eye on children
and elderly people who are particularly susceptible. 

• Flu: Over 65s, pregnant women and people with
long term health conditions are at particular risk
from flu. Check with the Health Centre if you are
eligible on age, health or employment grounds and
make an appointment.

When to seek medical advice
If you are in an at risk category (under 1 year, over 75, have
an impaired immune system, pregnant) you have a lower
threshold for seeking advice. This can be from your
pharmacist, NHS 111, a nurse practitioner or minor illnesses
nurse, or the GP. A useful symptom checker is
www.nhs.uk/conditions. Stay well!!

Keep Warm, Keep Well
Could it be one of those cold Chippy winters? Dr Wendy Hall at the Health Centre sent News
readers some advice on keeping well in winter – and don’t forget there’s still time to catch up if

you’re eligible for flu and pneumonia jabs.



First of all a spicy wholesome MULLIGATAWNY SOUP.
This is a recipe for six people, so you can adjust it accordingly.
Take one medium onion, 4oz carrots, 4oz swede and a dessert
apple, all peeled and finely chopped, place
in a saucepan with 2oz butter and gently
fry until soft. Now stir into this 1oz flour
and one tablespoon each of mild curry
paste, tomato puree and mango chutney.
Cook for a couple of minutes and then
add 21/2 pints of beef stock (for a veggie
option use vegetable stock cubes) and
bring to the boil stirring all the time. Add
mixed herbs and black pepper and when
cool enough liquidise thoroughly. To
reheat add 1/4 pint of double cream and
bring to just under boiling point and
serve in mugs or insulated disposable
cups. YUMMY!!

Now for my POTATO HOT DOGS
Easy to eat in your fingers, these can be made a day in advance
and heated up in a medium oven for about 15 minutes on the
night. Place your jacket potatoes in the oven and bake. When
done, remove from the oven and cut in half. Whilst still warm,
scoop the potato out of the shells and place in a bowl. Now
finely chop some onion and grate cheddar cheese and add to
the potato with a little milk. Now mash this all together. It
should be fairly moist but not too sloppy. Now spoon the
mixture back into the potato skins. Press into the top of each
one either a small hot dog or a pre-cooked chipolata / veggie
sausage. These can then be put in the fridge and reheated
when required. Excellent to nibble at around the bonfire.

My next recipe is for PARKIN, a simple and delicious cake.
This can be made up to a week ahead and, in fact, improves

with keeping in an airtight container. Butter a 9 inch square
cake tin. Now dissolve 1/2 a teaspoonful of bicarbonate of soda
in 1/2 pint of milk. Melt 8oz treacle, 8oz golden syrup and 4oz

of butter together. Now in a bowl put 1lb
of flour, 12oz medium oatmeal, 1 teaspoon
of salt, 2oz sugar and 1 teaspoon of
ground ginger and mix together. Pour in
the melted butter mixture and mix well
and then add the milk and one egg, stirring
all the time. Turn into the prepared tin and
bake at 180ºC for 45 minutes. Turn out of
the tin when cold and cut into squares.
Can be served cold or why not warm it
up?

To finish off the evening, woo your guests
with REAL HOT CHOCOLATE. The
choice of chocolate is up to you. Adults
tend to prefer more dark chocolate while
children like the sweeter milk chocolate.
Use a mixture of the two and adjust to

your taste. This will serve about six people. You will need two
and a half pints of milk and about a pound of good chocolate.
Dissolve the chocolate in some of the milk and then gradually
add the rest. Now whisking the mixture all the time, add 3/4
pint of single cream and continue whisking until it is just
below boiling point. If you like, you can dissolve the chocolate
in advance but cover the top with cling film to stop a skin
forming then add the cream and whisk when you want to
serve. Add a pinch of cinnamon and serve in cups with mini
marshmallows floating on the top. Some adults like a dash of
brandy or other spirit in it which really helps to keep the
November cold at bay.

We hope you enjoy these recipes and have a sparkling bonfire
night!

Chippy Bonfire Night Treats
It won’t only be the fireworks that’ll go with a BANG at a bonfire night party
if you give your family and friends some of these delicious and easy winter
warmers suggested by Newsteam’s Sue Hadland. And don’t forget there’s the

traditional Charity Bonfire & Fireworks at Moreton Fire College
– 6pm Thursday 2 November
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The Theatre 
Sleeping Beauty – this year’s pantomime

Oh yes, it is! Still time to get
your tickets for this year’s panto,
which opens on 14 November.
The News asked The Theatre’s
Artistic Director, John Terry
(pictured) who directs this year’s
panto for his thoughts: ‘Our take
on Sleeping Beauty, written by

Andrew Pollard who penned last year’s fantastically successful
Robinson Crusoe and the Pirate Queen, is a very particular one!
Whilst our traditional pantomimes, renowned across the
country, have certain
elements that are
dependable staples of
people’s festive season,
we also like to find a
twist on the stories that
we present, and the
traditions of the
dramatic form. The
setting of place and time
has been something we
have used to give a
show a particular
flavour – as we did by
setting Cinderella in
Venice, or Ali Baba in
tenth century Baghdad.
This year we will be beginning our story of Sleeping Beauty in
the court of King Lenny, a lesser known Tudor monarch. Ruffs,
Tudor roses and splendid banquets abound. But when
Sleeping Beauty is cursed by the evil Belladonna, she falls
asleep for – in our version – exactly 400 years. Imagine, if you
can, the surprise of a sixteenth century princess waking up to
find herself in the middle of a music festival in 1967! The rest
of the show gets into full sixties swing, with outrageous
costumes, hippies a plenty, blow-up beds, and even Bond
villains. It’s laugh-out-loud ridiculous from start to finish, with
a beautiful score of original music from Harry Sever, who
worked with us previously on Robin Hood, The Kreutzer Sonata
and My Mother Said I Never Should. In our beautiful Victorian
auditorium, we are confident that there is really nothing and
nowhere like the Chipping Norton panto’.

Owen Mumford Gallery  
Sleeping Beauty Illustory – An Art Exhibition. AYYO

Contemporary Art and The
Theatre Chipping Norton
have been working with
talented Oxfordshire-based
artists to put together an
exhibition to sit alongside The

Theatre’s pantomime, Sleeping Beauty. The artists have had
access to the pantomime’s script, set and costume designs and
have created a work that is intertwined with the production.
The exhibition in the Gallery will be open to pantomime
audiences and should be of special interest to them. 14
November to 14 January. Open 30 minutes before the show
and also 1–3pm on Saturdays.

Music 
Charlbury Tea Concerts – Sunday 5 November: Clarinet
Trios with Antony Pay and friends. The international clarinet
soloist will be joined by cellist Gabriel Amherst and pianist
Hugh Petter to perform Brahms’ Clarinet trio in A minor,
Beethoven’s Clarinet trio in B flat Op11 and excerpts from
Messiaen’s Quatuor pour la Fin du Temps. Then on Sunday 3
December: Harpsichord recital by Alastair Ross. Alastair Ross,
principal keyboard player for the Academy of Ancient Music
and The Sixteen, will play Bach, Haydn and Soler on a
wonderful harpsichord kindly provided and tuned by Simon
Neal from Oxford. All musicians play for free to raise funds
for Charlbury Refugee Action Group (CRAG). Concerts 3pm
Charlbury’s Memorial Hall. Tickets £10, include tea and cake.
Under 15s £5. Details: www.charlbury.info/events/4770. 

A Concert of Remembrance with Music & Poetry by
vOx (Voices of Oxford) Chamber Choir at St Michael’s & All
Angels, Great Tew, Sunday 5 November at 5pm.Tickets £15,
Students £5. www.vox-choir-oxford.co.uk.

Wychwood Chorale Concert – The Voyage is a new work
for Age UK
Oxfordshire by local
composer Bob
Chilcott. The music
explores our voyage
through life and was
written to support
the Campaign to End
Loneliness. On this
occasion the Wychwood Chorale will be joined by The
Cotswold School Chamber Choir and Eight in a Bar, all under
the musical direction of Bernard West. 7.30pm, Saturday 2
December, St Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton. Free
admission and refreshments with a voluntary collection in aid
of the Church and Age UK Oxfordshire. 

Burford Singers’ Winter Concert – John Rutter’s
Requiem and Haydn’s Missa Cellensis (Mariazellermesse). John
Rutter’s tuneful Requiem is among his most popular works
and provides a suitable contrast to the rhythmic excitement
of Haydn’s Mass. 7.30pm, Sunday 3 December, Church of St
John the Baptist, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY. For
details and tickets visit www.burfordsingers.org.uk.

6thWoodstock Poetry Festival
Friday to Sunday 10-12 November. Here’s a taster of some
selected events.
Friday 7.30pm Douglas Dunn & Jim Carruth, £10. The Noise of
a Fly is Douglas Dunn’s first collection since The Year’s
Afternoon (2000). Douglas Dunn was awarded the Queen’s
Gold Medal for Poetry in 2013. Jim Carruth was appointed
poet laureate of Glasgow in July 2014. His most recent
collection is Black Cart, published this year. 
Saturday 11.15am – Free children’s event, Woodstock Library.
Richard O’Brien reads from The Noisy Classroom – poems
about school aimed at children aged 7+. Tickets from the
Library, advance booking essential.
Sunday 6.30pm Four Quartets – Woodstock Methodist
Church. £10. Ashley Ramsden & Flora Pethybridge give a
beautiful & revelatory tandem telling of TS Eliot’s masterpiece.

THE ARTS

Will the Swinging 60s’ Prince Jagger
win the Tudor Princess Rose? 
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Sunday 8.30pm Peggy Seeger, Bernard O’Donoghue &
DellyWellyBoot Band. £10. Peggy Seeger, legendary singer and
song maker, joins us in Woodstock Social Club on the
publication of her new memoir First Time Ever. Nick Hooper,
guitar, Susanna Starling, bass, and Judith Hooper, fiddle, play
and sing an eclectic mix of traditional and self-penned music.
Bernard O’Donoghue reads from recent work.
Tickets and full information on 01993 812760 and
info@woodstockbookshop.co.uk Festival ticket with entry to
all events £50, children and students half price. Tea and cakes
are included in the price of all afternoon events. Readings are
upstairs in Woodstock Town Hall unless indicated.

Christmas Artweeks Studios 
Many of the local artists who
exhibited their work in May this year
will be opening their studios for
Christmas trade. Brochures with
details of all the Christmas exhibitions
will be widely available locally in
November (Leisure Centre,
Bookshop, Library, Theatre, etc) or
online at www.artweeks.org/festival/christmas. Some of the
artists whose work you can see and buy in our area are
mentioned below.
Chipping Norton – Collage, cards and more: The Gallery on
the Stairs, opposite the Almshouses, Church Street, 18 & 25
November. Judith Yarrow, Ruth Shaw-Williams, Rosie Colvin, Tamsin
Smith: Working studio exhibition of cards, Christmas cards,
atmospheric landscape paintings, prints, artists’ books,

jewellery. Unique gifts at
affordable prices. Mulled
wine, mince pies and a
warm welcome await you.
Child friendly. 8 Cross Leys,
Chipping Norton, 24, 25 &
26 November. 

Oxfordshire Craft Guild: As part of Artweeks the Guild will be
mounting an exclusive exhibition at Chipping Norton Town
Hall. Tea and cakes available. 24 November, 2pm–5pm, 25 & 26
November 10am-5pm.
Chadlington – Jill Colchester: drawing and painting at Cob
Cottage, Chapel Row. And Mary Knowland & Eleanor Clutton-
Brock: Ceramics, Drawing, Mixed Media, Painting, at Sandys
House, Bull Hill. Both sites open 10am-4pm on 18, 19, 25 & 26
November and 2 & 3 December. There will also be a selection
of cards, mugs and gifts, including bulbs and winter flowering
plants. Mulled wine will served throughout.
Charlbury Groups and single artists present calligraphy,
ceramics, jewellery, paintings, photographs, prints, sculpture
and textiles. Unique gifts, cards and calendars available to buy
for Christmas. Collect a trail map from venues around the
town, which include the St Mary’s Church Group. On the
Sunday in the church there will be an Artweeks Café from
noon to 4pm. 18 & 19 November.
Churchill Catch a Falling Star, an exhibition of fabricated
threads by Wendy Todd and vibrant acrylic artwork by Pauline
Nolan. Set in an idyllic Cottage Garden Studio, Hastings Hill,
Churchill OX7 6NA, the exhibition guarantees visitors a
warm welcome and a feast of colour. 11am–5pm. 18 & 19, 25
& 26 November.

Other arts & crafts news
Oxfordshire Craft Guild Christmas Exhibition – The
Guild’s flagship exhibition is at Oxfordshire Museum,
Woodstock, with new and well established exhibitors offering
a wide range of items and gifts. 18 November-17 December.
Tuesday-Saturday: 10am-4.45pm, Sundays: 2pm-4.45pm. 

The Cotswold Decorative and Fine Arts Society has
voted to change its name to The Arts Society Cotswolds. This
is in keeping with the change the national association effected
in May. The new name is thought to communicate more
accurately the broad nature of the lecture topics and visits,
which incorporate all the arts. It will continue to offer its
programme of lectures, visits and social events and welcomes
new members and guests. Colonial Architecture in India is the
November lecture by Anthony Peers on Wednesday 8th. Note
the new time and venue: 11.30am–12.30pm, Warwick Hall,
Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Non-members welcome,
no need to book (suggested donation £10). Email
info@theartssocietycotswolds for details.

Left Pruned Tree by Judith
Yarrow, above fossil ring
made by Rosie Colvin
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Four Shires Swimming
This month has been full of awards for the Club and

swimmers. On 16
September at the
Swim England South
Regional Awards
4SSC became ‘Club of
the Year 2017’(see
picture). The Club has
worked hard to
improve results but

still make competing an enjoyable experience. Well done to
Ellie Lawrence for her ‘Highly Commended’ Young Swimmer
of the Year certificate. The Autumn Club Champs at Kingham
Hill on 23 September saw good swims with Edward Gillard
voted Swimmer of
the Meet, with a
fantastic 9 PBs. 

A f t e rw a r d s
Head Coach Kim
Weetman pre-
sented  the Club
trophies as follows:
Lily Baldwin –
most improved girl,
Matthew Edmonds
– most improved
boy and Ellie
Lawrence was awarded Swimmer of the Year (pictured above).
Well done to them. On the 7/8 October swimmers travelled
to Aylesbury for a level 3 gala, very over-subscribed so only 8
of our swimmers managed to compete. All did well with Louis
Bushby named swimmer of the meet, with 6 PBs from 6
swims. County qualifying times were also achieved. Good luck
to swimmers doing the Oxford level 4. Then it’s long distance
swims in November. If you are interested in taking your
swimming to a competitive level and aged between 8 and 100,
then please contact membership@4ssc.co.uk 

Philippa Upton

Chipping Norton Football Club
Chippy’s start to the 17/18 season has been a mixed bag. The
Firsts kicked off with a 1-1 home draw against much fancied
Hollybush, with Chippy ending arguably the stronger team,
and Josh Hunt scoring the Magpies’ season’s first; then 3-1 win
against Minster (Dan Bott, Kieran Watts x2) and 3-2 victory
against Spartan (Andrew McCabe x2, Nathan Bott). This
promising start hit the buffers with players missing at home
against Carterton. A bare Chippy 11 lost 5-4 in a topsy turvy
game (Nathan Bott, Ollie Brotherstone, Andrew McCabe x2).
A full strength team then saw Chippy’s best so far beating
Kirtlington 6-0 (Nathan Bott x2, Andrew Helby, Andrew
McCabe, Reece Bayliss, Dan Bott) 

The reserves’ tricky start saw a 5-2 loss to Seige
(Michael Dubrovna, Rocky Burton) then a great win 4-3
against Bourton (Tomas Dolezel, Daryl Soper, Sean Collins,
Rocky Burton). The game against Ducklington was
abandoned after centre back Keyth Bonner was taken ill.
Fortunately all is well. A player shortage saw 10 men losing
12-0 to Witney Royals and 4-0 to Corinthians. With players
coming back against lower level teams the reserves hope to
bounce back. Games come thick and fast in October, Fred

Ford and Oxon Charity Cup supplementing the League
programme. In the Charity cup (think champions league of
Oxfordshire football …) Chippy have a tough game against
Marston Saints whilst local rivals Charlbury play Chalgrove. 

Dominic Rickard

Chipping Norton Cricket
Forty plus members and
guests sat down to the end of
season dinner recently at the
Crown & Cushion. At the
conclusion of the meal, the
following trophies were
awarded:
Clubman of the Year and 2nd
XI Bowler of the Year Martin
Elliott, pictured here with Club
President Russell Collins.
1st XI Batsman Charith Karawita ~ 1st XI Bowler James
McGeown ~ 1st XI Most Improved Player Rhys Warner-Carter
~ 2nd XI Batsman Damian Cannard ~ Young Player Danny
Molyneux ~ Most scores of no runs (Ducks) Nathan Wallington.

Graham Beacham

Chippy Swifts football
All the Swifts are
off to a bright
start. Under 7s
had a busy and
exciting opening
playing 11 games
against six
different (& more
experienced) op-
ponents. The
players have done
themselves credit,
improving all the
time and begin-
ning to work
together as a

team with new assistant coach Matt Jackman. Under 8s are
in the top section, after last year’s excellent results. Three
close matches have allowed lots of positional changes, shared
game time and great enthusiasm. Saturday mornings just can't
come quick enough. Under 9 Whites, many new, had a tricky
start losing to Halse, Bicester and Ducklington all in the Cup,
but signs of improvement saw a much closer second game
with Halse. 20 minute halves take some getting used to; but
things are looking up for League games. Under 9 Blacks
opened strongly in one league and two Cup games, and are
hungry for more. Two new players have joined but there are
still spaces – come and meet us! 
Under 10s continue to impress, winning 3 of the first 4

games and every squad member making an appearance.
Moving players around and different position experience
helps teamwork. The boys are looking very smart after
generous shirt sponsorship from The Old Mill and training
jacket sponsorship from Thompson Heating and Plumbing.
Under 12s, as a new team, are enjoying pitting their wits
against more established opposition. A tough start, but with
our never say die attitude and team spirit we predict a bright

U12s – the Swifts’ newest team
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future. We are looking for new players in Under 7s (yr 2), U8s
(yr3), U9s (yr4) U11s (yr6), U12s (yr 7), U13s (yr8) U14s
(yr9), U17s (yr 12). Please contact us via the webpage if your
child would like to join www.chippyswifts.co.uk

Martyn Walsh

Chad Whites Under 16s Football
The Chadlington U16s have made a determined start to the
new season, having played three League games and the first
round of the County Cup. We are still on the lookout for
more players and those interested should email
seymourmincer@ic24.net

Monkey Dragon School of Karate

Congratulations to Elliot, Adam and Zack for their recent
grading. Elliot 9th Kyu Red Belt, Adam 8th Kyu Yellow Belt and
Zack 5th Kyu Blue Belt. Well done for all your hard work.
Anyone wishing to try karate is welcome, Thursday evenings
at the Leisure Centre, 6-7pm Children and 7-8pm Teenagers
and Adults. Tel 643903 r 07472 789346, also on Facebook.

Bowls Club Finals weekend
Held over two
days in front of
an enthusiastic
crowd and a
wonderfully pre-
pared green,
c o m p e t i t o r s
eagerly fought
over the coveted
trophies. Drinks
and refresh-
ments were on
hand to cele-
brate the Club’s

40th anniversary. The results were:
Men’s Singles: Winner Nigel Siford; Runner-up John Benfield ~ 
Ladies Singles: Winner Pat Brown; Runner-up Nicola Jones ~ 2
wood Singles: Winner Mick Boobyer; Runner-up Martin Acock
~ John Quinn Singles: Winner Martin Acock; Runner-up Mike
Harris ~ Over 60’s Singles: Winner John Hurren; Runner-up
Percy Hickman ~ Never Won Singles: Winner Martin Acock;
Runner-up: Roberta Jarvie ~ Men’s Pairs: Winners: Tom
Granville/Tim Sealey; Runners-up: Tony Backer-Holst/Jeff
Martin ~ Ladies Pairs: Winners Alison Siford/Carol Martin;
Runners-up Nina Boulton/June McDonald ~ Open Pairs:
Winners Pat Brown/Nigel Siford; Runners-up Martin
Sparks/John Benfield ~ Married Couples: Winners Rosie &
Freddy Brooks; Runners-up Alison & Nigel Siford

No sooner than the Outdoor season finishes the Indoor
season kicks off. A busy programme started on 2 October. For
more information on what the Bowls Club has to offer
contact: Carole Thornhill 652018.

Vintage Car Club
The racing and
hill climbing parts
of the VSCC
calendar ended
with highly
successful events
at Castle Combe
and Prescott.
Now the Club
turns to the
‘winter’ discipline
of Trials. The
Lakeland, running

since 1968, takes members up to the stunning Lake District
on 11 November in glorious scenery. Then The Cotswold Trial,
on 16 November, at Bugatti Owners’ Club’s Prescott Hill
Climb venue near Gotherington, Cheltenham, features a class
for Novices, with up to 110 cars and great spectator
opportunities. There is guaranteed to be plenty of variety, with
Austin Sevens and Models A Fords predominating, although
exotica from Bugatti and Chrysler to Frazer-Nash and MG
should do well. Everyone is welcome between noon and 4pm
– just buy a £3 programme for access. The Bugatti Owners’
Club House will be open for hot food and drinks and the post
event awards ceremony. 

Sport in Brief
Cricket: Jack Taylor,
former Top School
pupil and Town Sports
Award Winner, plays
professional cricket
for Gloucestershire.
At their end of season
awards he picked up
Batsman of the Year.
Congratulations Jack.
Rugby: The Rugby Club 1st & 2nd XVs both won at a recent
Saturday, which is always nice for any club. After four games
the 1st XV sit third in the Berks/Bucks & Oxon Championship,
having won three and lost one game. Oxford sit second. And
don’t forget the Club’s Oktoberfest event with Beer &
Bratwurst – 8pm Friday 10 November at the Clubhouse.
Horse Racing: Charlie Longsdon held a very successful
Open Day at his training stables recently and has already
clocked up wins this season – recently celebrating the 499th

win of his career.
Motor Racing: At SWR Racing Chipping Norton’s locally
based driver Sean Walkinshaw recently missed out on a third
place finish by a 0.2 seconds in Thailand.
Muay Thai fighting: Chipping Norton and England’s Joe
Boobyer was in the biggest fight of his life in his Australia
debut on 14 October valiantly losing out on points to Aussie
heavyweight veteran Steve McKinnon. Good on ya, Joe! 
Time for sports awards: As the end of the calendar year
approaches, the awards season is upon us. The deadline for
nominations  for Oxfordshire Sports Awards is 10 November
and the Town Council Recreation Committee will meet this
month to discuss the Town Sports Awards. More later.

Graham Beacham

Alex Milne-Taylor in her 1930 AJS at
Prescott in 2016 

Photo: Mika Zelikman
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Scouting around
Scout Hut update: The
really exciting news from
6th Chipping Norton
Scout Group is that we
are now using the new
hut! There is still a lot of
work to be done to it and
lots of money still to
raise; but we are in, and
everyone is pleased that
we have our own HQ
again. This photo is of the
Cubs going into the new
hut for the first time, and
their faces say it all!
Beavers: In September, seven intrepid Beavers from
Woodpecker Colony braved the wind and rain to attend the
North Oxfordshire District Beaver Day at Horley. They took
part in activities such as first aid, sewing, making clay faces,
putting up a tent, the drainpipe game, making fires, making bird
feeders, cooking on a fire, knots, catapults and following a trail
whilst blindfolded. It was a great day out and would not have
been possible without the parents who came along to
support us, namely Joanna, Dan, Matt and Christopher – a
massive thank you to you all! 
Cubs made Diwali lanterns, these took patience to make but
the finished results were worth the effort. An evening was
spent learning the Cub Scout Law and Promise plus other
important Cub facts through a quiz, a relay game and charades

this meant that our new Cubs were ready to be invested that
evening. 
Explorers Seven Explorer Scouts from Chippy attended the
County Explorer camp at the end of September. Cerys
Ashworth reports that the weekend included a colour run,
making powercord bracelets, a silent disco, bingo and lots of
chances to make new friends. The Explorers also spent an
enjoyable evening making pretty wonderful prizes for their

Harvest Bingo evening in Enstone in mid October which
raised a magnificent £450 for the Scout Hut fund.

Recorder Playing Day
The North Cotswold Society of Recorder Players  has a
Playing Day on 25 November in Sandford St Martin Parish
Hall from 10am (registration 9.30) to 4pm. Conductor for the
day, Dick Little, the Musical Director of the Bristol Branch of
the SRP always brings a varied selection of music and creates
an enjoyable atmosphere that brings out the best in players.
The £15 fee includes music and refreshments but please bring
a packed lunch, a music stand and your recorders, of course!
Visit www.srp.org.uk or call 641037 for details.

Rosalie Cornwallis

Make new Railway friends! 
Michael Clemens, an old friend of the Club, was the speaker
on 3 October. Always welcome, he showed several of his
father’s cine films from the ’60s – many now transferred to
DVD. Jim travelled all over the UK and parts of Europe, filming
steam railways and often provides the BBC with footage for
TV programmes.  

The outing to Peak Rail in Matlock was enjoyed by all. A
short rail trip, about 5 miles, but very scenic. We travelled
from Rowsley to Matlock, where many alighted and visited
this pleasant Derbyshire town. As usual the weather was kind
to us. The day ended with a pub stop at the Joseph Arch in
Barford, who always welcome us with open arms! 

On 7 November Tim Bryan will return to talk about the
GWR between the Wars. Tim was previously the Curator at
the Steam Museum in Swindon and is very knowledgeable
about the Great Western Railway. A mention here of our
Christmas meeting on 5 December. It will be festive of course,
with wine and mince pies, not forgetting our famous
Christmas Draw. Mike Soden will be visiting, bringing along
more of his amazing Railwayana collection. We meet at 7.30 in
the Lower Town Hall

Do come along and make new Railway friends. We are a
friendly Club and welcome new members and visitors alike. At
the October meeting we gained three new members, one of
whom had travelled from Evesham. You can enjoy plenty of chat,
with a free cup of tea or coffee and biscuits during the interval. 

Estelle Brain 641586
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Voyage between Empires
Our CN Yacht Club’s
September talk, held at the
Chequers, was given by
writer, raconteur and Yachting
Monthly’s editor-at-large Dick
Durham, on a topic that has
fascinated yachties and
historians for years. Was
Erskine Childers’ pre-First
World War classic spy thriller
The Riddle of the Sands just a
novel, or was it a warning
about a real threat of invasion
from the Kaiser’s Germany,
across the North Sea? 

The work is set in the age of Empire when Britain ruled the
waves. Dick’s talk, A Voyage Between Empires examined the fact
and the fiction, drawing on both his own field research,
undertaken with artist Martyn Mackrill; and research by
Maldwin Drummond (published in his book The Riddle).
Childers himself was later convicted of gun-running and shot,
on a trumped-up charge, during the Irish Civil War ...

Even those of us who know the book intimately learnt
something new. As well as showing photos of the seas, islands,
sandflats and landmarks where the book is set, Dick showed
us some wonderfully evocative drawings and paintings by
Martyn Mackrill whose work, is on sale from Messum’s gallery
in Mayfair.  Yet another fascinating evening, in good company.

For our winter programme and to book visit cnyc.co.uk
Roger Backhaus

Folk Club at the lovely Artyard
A nice crowd on Monday at our lovely newish venue The
Artyard Café in Enstone. Talented and much loved regulars
were joined by three top notch visitors – Pete Joshua, Mark
Pigeon from Ascott Folk Club and Colin from Witney
Acoustic. Quite a few non-performers also added to the
general gaiety of the evening. Ginny, Rachel and Clare kicked
off the evening with (with lovely three part harmonies). Other
highlights included, Dave Oakley performing his own song
Tullymore Dew, Kate’s The Ballad Of Cursed Anna, Bev’s
rendition of Sweet Nightingale (which got everyone going) and
some touching and enjoyable tributes to the late Tom Petty.
It’s a real treat to make music with such nice people in a
relaxed atmosphere. The next meeting will be at the same
venue at 8pm on Monday 13 November. All performers
(especially first timers) and non-performers welcome. 

Patrick Moores

On the Wing with the ATC
As we turn to autumn, we are still busy. Welcome to the 13
cadets who joined the Squadron after our mid September
open evening. At the end of September, we took part in the
annual Wing Adventure Day, competing against 26 other
squadrons, where we came 3rd in the Drill Plate, 5th in the
Banner Drill and 5th overall. In early October some cadets
undertook their Duke of Edinburgh expedition in the
Northleach area, whilst others experienced adventure
training in climbing, paddle sports, and archery. Two cadets
represented Thames Valley Wing in the annual Football and
Hockey competitions. At the end of the month, we improved

our fieldcraft and navigation skills at a squadron fieldcraft
weekend and Technical Leadership Course.

Are you aged 12 (in year 8 at school) to 17? Why not join
the Air Cadets? We have no waiting list, offer a lively range of
activities, a chance to meet new people, make new friends and
have fun. We are also looking for new staff and civilian
committee members, no prior experience needed. To find out
more visit www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org

Cath Newport

U3A go back to Brum 
The Beatrix Potter talk in early October saw the highest
attendance for the year with nearly 70 members and guests!
Anney Harris (co-founder of the Beatrix Potter Society)
explained how Beatrix was much more than just an author of
engaging children's stories. We learnt that she was a complex
and introverted character, but a talented artist, scientist, famer
and conservationist. She bequeathed a substantial amount of
land in the Lake District to the National Trust – she left a
great legacy.

The meeting on 1 November will be Charles Darwin: a
man of our time? given by Anthony Benn, focusing on Darwin
the man and offering some thoughts about the meaning of his
ideas for us today. The December talk on the 6th will be given
by Christopher Bond, One Man's Brum: Part 2, illustrated by his
artwork of the city. Those who attended the first part last
February were fascinated with his depictions of parts of
Birmingham that have changed considerably in recent
decades. The 2018 series of monthly talks will begin on 7
February with historian Allan Ledger talking about A Spencer

Aground on the Hohenhörn by
Martyn Mackrill
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Chipping Norton Flower Club
November sees our open meeting on the 23rd, doors open
6.30pm with a 7.30 start. It will feature a demonstration by
Lucy Ellis which she has called: Snowballs & Sleighbells. Tickets
are £10. Our chosen charity this year is Chippy Scouts and we
look forward to making a donation to their funds. Please
support us – details from Ann on 01608 683289, Kaye on
01993 831146 or else email snips59@icloud.com

Elaine Parsons

Green Gym stays at home
This month
we have
worked only
in Chippy.
Some of you
will have
seen us
working on
the flower
beds in front
of the Health

Centre where we sometimes enjoyed a brief break to chat to
passers by – and a slightly longer break for coffee! We are
very pleased to see how well the Bumble-Bee Bed is
developing and how many insects it has attracted. We have
also worked on the garden at the back of Highlands and at
Fitzalan Wood near Travis Perkins. A slightly different project
was first to repair the wall between the Leisure Centre and
the allotments track, and then lay paving slabs to encourage
people to use the ‘official’ cut through, rather than breaking
down a different bit of the wall! Chippy Green Gym meets
every Wednesday morning and welcomes new members,
whatever your age or ability – there are jobs for all! Lifts may
be available and there is no joining fee. Come and enjoy
working outdoors in good company. Visit
www.chippygreengym.org or email me via
jennyharrington@btinternet.com for details.

Jenny Harrington 643269

Scandal at History Society!
The History Society welcomed Julie Ann Godson who gave a
talk on Scandal in High Society. Julie is a very accomplished
speaker who told us about various scandals in Oxfordshire
including the death of Thomas Sinden at Shipton Court.

On 13 November the speaker is Jan Cliffe giving a talk on
Investigating Chipping Norton Buildings, Jan will give us an insight
into the research undertaken for publication of the recently
published book, The Making of Chipping Norton which will be
on sale on the evening. Everyone welcome. Our meetings are
at the Methodist Church Hall, beginning at 7.30pm.

Pauline Watkin

Chippy Ramblers in the meadows
Christina led us on a lovely walk along the meadows from
Burford, over Widford Bridge and up to the ridge on the
other side. The weather had not looked good but in fact,
although it was rather overcast, we avoided the rain – hurrah!
We meet on the first Sunday of the month in the New Street
car park, usually get into 2 or 3 cars and make for the start of
the walk – a different one each month, quite leisurely and
lasting about two hours. But in December we will meet as

CLUB NEWS

Love Affair – a scandal that rocked 18th century society with
links to Blenheim Palace. 

Our series of talks covers a wide range of topics, so there
should something for everybody. If you want to know more
about U3A, the meeting series, and our Special Interest
Groups, then come along to one of our meetings (2.30pm in
Methodist Hall on the first Wednesday of the month), find us
at Christmas in Chippy on 8 December, visit
www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton or call 646578.

Martin Davies

Memories in Verse at CNWI
A delightful selection of poems both short and long was read to
Chipping Norton Women’s Institute at their meeting on 11
October. Margaret and Christopher Bond had chosen
Childhood as their theme, and the poetry ranged from the
classic to the comic – some well known, others less familiar.
Both humour and pathos abounded in their thoughtful
presentation, and the whole evoked a nostalgic look back to
younger days – very well received by an attentive audience. At
our next meeting on Wednesday 8 November, we look forward
to a return visit from Alan Brain to tell us about local
centenarians and other characters. Visitors and new members
are always welcome to join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

LETS: no cash needed!
In last month’s News you may have read about the barter
group called LETS (Local Exchange Trading System). How
does it work? Do you want some gardening done or
someone to sit with grannie or transport somewhere? Or
more important, could you offer those services? Do you
make jam, have surplus crops or need to clear out loads of
junk others might like? You can do this as part of a friendly
group using a notional currency with no sterling involved. It
doesn’t matter if you are in debit or credit – you can start
trading goods or services as soon as you join. Bi-monthly
meetings with a couple of social events a year; and trading
using group email in between. No email? We’ll link you with a
member who does. Get in touch if interested. Call 643691 or
email rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk for more details

Heather Leonard

Chipping Norton Probus: a good bet
At the September meeting of the Chipping Norton Probus
Club, held at the Crown & Cushion Hotel, members and
guests enjoyed a talk by Jan Long on Elizabeth Barrett Browning
– a Real Love Story. Continuing the Club’s 40th Anniversary
Celebrations, a party of 30 plus members visited Stratford
Racecourse on 21 October for a day’s racing. Lessons had
been held on studying form, but we’re not sure if pension
funds were boosted!

The October meeting on the 17th was a talk by Tim
Healey on Apples: Myth & Mystery of England’s Favourite Fruit
and at the November meeting on the 21st Roy Smart will tell
us about The Last Naval Hero. Our Annual Lunch on 29
November at the Wychwood Golf Club, promises to be a
great opportunity for all members and their guests to enjoy a
convivial meal. The December meeting on the 19th, sees the
President, offering festive readings and best wishes. Guests
and potential new members are always vey welcome. Visit
www.ChippingNortonProbus.com or call 676997 for details.

Martin Williamson

The Green Gym recently held its AGM



26

CLUB NEWS

usual at 1.30pm but go for a short walk round Chippy and
then back to a member’s house to plan the walks for the
coming year which will be followed by mulled wine & mince
pies. New members are always very welcome. Details from
Heather Leonard (643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk)
or email me: jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Honeybees at NOOG
The Chadlington Kitchen Garden
team took North Oxon Organic
Gardeners on an inspiring journey –
from the idea of a community-
supported farm growing food and
vegetables for local people, through
to the first year’s harvest – at our
October meeting. Not only is fresh
organic produce available weekly, but
local children are also discovering
how and where their crisp lettuces
and juicy cucumbers are grown. The
team are now looking for a bigger site

so they can increase their membership. On Wednesday 1
November, entomologist and Chippy beekeeper, Paul Embden,
is coming to share his expertise and knowledge of
Honeybees. A wonderful opportunity to get an in-depth view
of the world of bees and the challenges facing them. And for
our Christmas Eating Meeting on 6 December, bring a honey-
based dish to share. Do join us. Our meetings are held on the
first Wednesday of the month in Chippy’s Parish Rooms,
starting at 7.30pm. Members: £1, visitors: £3. For enquiries
about N Oxon Organic Gardeners please contact
tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Lindsay Johnstone

Chipping Norton Rotary round up
Gala Concert: The Rotary Club teamed up with Age
Concern to promote the Town Hall Gala Concert held in
October. We hope everyone enjoyed themselves, and
congratulations to Joyce Taylor for organising the event so
well. During the interval, cheques totalling £3,200 raised by
the Town Festival were presented to local charities and
organisations. Our thanks to everyone who helped with the
Town Festival as well as with the Gala Concert.
Swim-a-Fun: Earlier in the year we ran our first Swim-A-
Fun in partnership with the Leisure Centre. Our thanks to
Nick Fane who set up the event and ran it so well before
suffering a serious and life-changing illness. The event raised
£2800 in total for charities nominated both by Rotary and
also by individual swimming teams. The Rotary Charities were
the Lawrence Home Nursing Team and also the Rotary End
Polio Now Campaign. Despite a dwindling membership we
hope to run the event again, but we would really appreciate
volunteers to help us even if you do not want to become full-
time Rotarians. 
Members: Are you interested in raising money for local and
international charities? Do you like organising and helping to
run fundraising events? Would you like to do that as part of a
group of like-minded people? If you do, consider joining the
Chipping Norton Rotary Club. We decide how our club runs,
but we are also part of a world-wide federation of Rotary
Clubs with over 1.2 million members, so you will have friends
wherever you go overseas. If you want to learn more about

Rotary, contact Simon Hamilton on 07896 326149 or via the
club website www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk.

Horticulturalists hear organic stories
A lively and enjoyable evening was held at the first meeting of
the Chipping Norton Horticultural Association in October by
James Campbell, chief executive of Ryton Organics. James
gave a very factual account, leavened with light-hearted
stories, to accompany his PowerPoint presentation, describing
the organisation’s work both at home and overseas. Ryton is
encouraging individuals and organisations in adopt the use of
organic principles.

The November meeting on the 15th begins at 7.15 with
the AGM, followed at 7.30 by a visit from an old friend,
Howard Drury – his topic is House plants: winter survival.  This
meeting will be at our usual venue, the Methodist Church Hall.
Members,  please come and support the AGM and visitors are
also most welcome. Full details available at www.cnha.uk or
from the secretary Eileen Forse 643275.   

Lions’ Santa visit
Last month’s edition reported on our Annual Reindeer Race
Night to be held later this month. Unfortunately we have been
advised that it is too early in the season for the reindeer to be
racing and so sadly have concluded that the event must be
cancelled. We can only apologise to all those who look forward
to this Lions’ fundraiser and fun evening. We will of course
ensure the reindeer are kept in fine fettle for their work over
Christmas! But all is not gloom as we have had news that Santa
Claus will be paying a visit to the Christmas shopping evening

29 West Street, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5EU 
Telephone: 01608 642606

We offer
quality

products 
at

competitive
rates

Easy access ground floor salon
Reduced rates every day for

Senior Citizens
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on Friday 8 December and will be greeting people young and
not so young, in and around the Co-op arcade from about
4pm. So do look out for him and his Lion helpers who will be
very pleased to tell you more about our activities.

John Roxby

Chippy Labour Party
Hard to believe it is October already and the Party
Conference season is behind us. At our monthly meeting we
heard reports from several of our members who had been to
the Labour Conference. Apparently it was very different from
the way in which much of the media had portrayed it. The
following day we had another Jazz Evening with music from a
few of our members.

November sees another of our long-running Quiz and
Chips evenings on Friday 3rd at 7:30 in The Chequers. Then at
the end of the month we will be holding a meeting with Kier
Starmer, Shadow Brexit Secretary, as our speaker. This is
expected to be extremely popular and, as a result, priority is
being given to Labour Party members. 

On a more regular basis we usually meet on the second
Thursday of each month. In addition, our street stall will be
operating on Farmers' Market Saturday mornings. A good
opportunity to meet members and your District Councillors.

If, like us, you think that a party's policies are what really
matters, why not come along to one of our regular meetings
or social events. Contact me, David Heyes, at
davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk for more information.

UKIP Corner
Our Conference in Torquay at the end of September saw the
election of a new Leader, Henry Bolton OBE. I welcome this,
he is a fresh face, virtually unknown, even in the political
hotbed of Westminster. An ex Lib Dem, a chance meeting with
Nigel Farage over a pint resulted in hIs joining UKIP when he
realised that his opinions meshed with ours better than any
other Party. With a life of service in the Army and later a
Thames Valley Police Officer, decorated for bravery, we can be
sure he will lead from the front. He understands how the EU
works from the inside where his expertise of all matters
relating to International Security resulted in his being awarded
an OBE for his work in the field.  He starts with a clean slate
and will, in my opinion be a gale of fresh air, revitalizing our

Party. With a fresh mandate for four years, I am sure we can
regain the votes we lent to  others earlier this year. Watch this
space, the new UKIP Lion has yet to roar!

We shall be holding Street Stalls throughout the
Constituency over the coming months, but until we do, I am
happy as always to have a chat when you see me in town, or
via my e mail, UKIP.ChippingNorton@GMail.Com 

Jim Stanley

Stargazers’ heroic patience
By the time you read this, Chipping Norton Amateur
Astronomy Group members will hope
that October’s prolonged spell of
cloudy moisture-laden air will have
shifted allowing us long clear night
skies. However the early morning
predawn skies have given insomniac
photographers some treats like this
image of the Moon taken by 10-year-
old Annie Montgomery from Long
Compton. Whilst we anticipate filling our astronomical
observing boots during the month, we press on with outreach
events, this time with forays to Compton Verney for a
telescope workshop on the 25th, St Andrew’s school in
Moreton on the 27th and a return to Daylesford Organics on
the 30th. Both Compton Verney and Daylesford are public
events so please contact them direct for information and
bookings. Our guest speaker on Monday 20th in the Methodist
Rooms is Dr Jon Wade from Oxford Earth Sciences, 7.30 for
an 8pm start – everyone invited.

CNAAG is an active and busy astronomy society for all
levels of interest and we welcome anyone to our meetings, no
experience, prior knowledge, equipment or skills required –
just bring along your enthusiasm. Visit cnaag.com for details

Robin Smitten

Amnesty Write for Rights
In October we had a very interesting talk by Graham Minter,
Amnesty Regional Representative for South America. He
contrasted the difference between South America now and
when he lived there in the 1970s. The countries are now
democracies of varying powers, some working better than
others, but still with human rights issues. We saw two short
films on those we have been helping with petitions and letter-
writing, the San Jose Peace Community and Maxima Acuna.
Seeing and hearing them was moving and inspiring.

This month we hold our Write for Rights Campaign when
we write to them and other prisoners of conscience, their
families and Human Rights groups under threat. 7.30pm, 9
November Lower Town Hall. All are welcome. Call Val for
details on 645036. No meetings in December, but we will have
a stall in the arcade as part of the Christmas Shopping Event
(8 December from 4pm) with Christmas cards and our annual
Christmas raffle. Do come and meet us there.

Kaye Freeman

WOWI’s lively ladies
West Oxon Women’s Institute are a lively bunch of ladies
with a great age range – why not come and join us every third
Monday of the month at 7.30pm in St Mary's Parish rooms. In
September we had an interesting talk and demonstration
from Christine Green on Paper Cutting and how to make
those expensive greetings cards yourself!! Have you ever

CLUB NEWS
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wanted to put new life into a piece of furniture? The owner
of BLISS is coming to give us a demonstration on Chalk
Painting in November. December sees our Christmas meal at
Whistlers. They look after us so well and the menu this year
is as good as ever. We follow that the week after with Mulled
Wine and Mince Pies whilst we try our hands at a Christmas
table decoration. We have an exciting programme for 2018. If
you would like details, please ring, Hilary Dix, 646228

CRAG discuss reasons for refugees
We at Charlbury Refugee Action Group are proud of the
money we raise and the items we collect for refugees, and of
our advocacy and lobbying of MPs, particularly on behalf of
the lone child refugees in Europe, abandoned by our
government and vulnerable to traffickers. 

But can we do anything to stop the creation of more
refugees? In the face of what seem like vast geopolitical forces
– global inequality, wars, conflicts, climate change, fragile states
– it seems unlikely. There are, though, things we can do – but
to know what they are, we need to know something about
the factors which give rise to these forces that lead to mass
displacement. This is one of the refugee-related topics we will
be covering in an occasional series of talks and discussions in
the New Year, starting on 19 January, when Nicholas Hildyard,
of the environmental and social justice group, The Corner
House, will be discussing some of the factors involved in the
creation of refugees. 

To learn more about Charlbury Refugee Action Group, join
us or make a donation, visit www.charlbury.info/community/88
or alternatively email charlburyrefugee@gmail.com

Frances Webber

Burford & Kingham Rotary Club
Right now, around 85
million people
around the world
have been made
homeless by natural
disaster and conflict.
This local Rotary
Club recently held a
collection to raise
funds for Shelterbox

a disaster relief charity which has a neat and novel way of
meeting the emergency shelter needs of such people.
Everything to sustain life and hope is packed into a durable
green box such as the ones pictured above. Currently
Shelterboxes are being shipped out to the Caribbean to
islands devastated by hurricanes and also to Bangladesh for
the 800,000+ Rohingya Muslims who have fled from violence
in Myanmar. Each box contains immediate accommodation for
up to 10 people, keeping them dry and warm with an all
weather tent, groundsheets and blankets, the means to cook,
water filtration and carriers, mosquito nets, solar lighting,
even amusements for children. ShelterKits contain tools and
tarpaulins to repair damaged buildings, and a SchoolBox has
equipment for fifty pupils. Since it was founded in 2000
Shelterbox has helped over a million people. It is funded only
by public donation and is also the only official Project Partner
of Rotary International. You can support ShelterBox by visiting
www.shelterbox.org or calling 0300 0300 500. Email
terry.a.best@btinternet.com for more information about
Burford & Kingham Rotary.
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Chipping Norton School
Sixth Form News: In recent months 20 Sixth Form
students have been involved in the ‘Growing Old’ research
project with Paul Cann, chairman of the Public Policy Panel of
Age UK. The project aims to look at how to develop the
community in and around Hook Norton, and the possibility of
setting up a ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’. The students
interviewed key members in the community and sent out a
questionnaire to over 250 households, which was designed by
some of the students. Edward Lewis and Alice Nottingham
accompanied Mr Cann at a meeting with local MP, Victoria
Prentis to discuss future plans for the project, including
applying for a grant, organising a lift-sharing scheme and
possibly organising a lunch for retired people in a local pub. 

Fifteen members of
the Sixth Form
organised a cake
sale to raise money
for Macmillan’s
‘Largest Coffee
Morning’ fund-
raising event on 29
September and
were pleased to be
able to donate
£180 to this
worthwhile cause.

Jack Turner and the Black Knight: Last year English
teacher Mr Long brought together a group of Year 7 boys
with varying degrees of interest in reading to look at why
many boys are reluctant readers and to try to enthuse the
reluctant readers in the group to become more involved with
reading. 
They met for five
lessons, and were
challenged to
provide the plot
and characters
for a story that
might engage
reluctant boy
readers. They did
this through a
variety of
activities. The
boys created
comic strips,
investigated the plots of stories they liked, and had some very
messy sessions where they made costumes from cardboard
boxes and acted out the scenes. The culmination of this
collaboration is Jack Turner and the Black Knight written by Mr
Long in conjunction with the boys. Harry Guzenda designed
the illustration for the front cover and the chapter headings.
Paperback and e-book editions of the book are available to
purchase from Amazon, with all profits going to school funds
Music Department News: Our annual Night of the Musicals
is always a special event and this year’s performance was no
exception. The Year 7 choir were magnificent; performing
songs from Matilda and Oliver with great skill and enthusiasm

– no mean feat when you consider that they have only been
at school for five weeks! The soloists from Year 10 and Year
12 delivered beautiful and moving renditions of their chosen
musical numbers skilfully accompanied by Louis Juckes (Year
10) on the piano.

CNPS News: Year 12 Sports Leaders organised the annual
U11 Girls and
Boys Football
tournament. The
younger pupils
played except-
ionally well with
Kingham winning
both the Big
School Girls and
Boys comp-
etitions, Great
Rollright winning
the Small Schools

Girls tournament and Enstone winning the Small Schools
Boys competition. 
The Year 12 Dance Leaders and Mrs Du Crôs ran a Dance
workshop for
Year 3 pupils
at St Mary’s
School. The
workshop was
based on the
picture book
Giraffes Can’t
Dance by Giles
Andreae. The
leaders taught
them a short dance to perform to their peers. Preparing for
these dance festivals is very hard work and our Year 12s show
considerable commitment and effort to get to a level where
they can teach younger children dance skills. 

Thirty Year 4/5 pupils took part in an Able, Gifted and Talented

workshop run by Mr Crudge and the D&T department at
Chipping Norton School. Before coming to the workshop,
pupils were asked to find definitions of the two terms,
‘ergonomics’ and ‘anthropometrics’. After discussing this with
the teachers, the pupils made ergonomic torches, which they
took home afterwards. The skills shown by the pupils were
really impressive.

Mr Long pictured with copies of Jack Turner
and the Black Knight – on sale now!
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Holy Trinity Primary 
If you are interested in your child starting at Holy Trinity
Catholic Primary School in September 2018, please contact
Cathy or Maria in the school office: 643487 to arrange a visit.
We are happy for you to meet us, and take a tour of our
happy, outstanding school.

Year 6 Residential: The Year 6 children had an amazing

week, including taking part in an RNLI rescue scenario, and
were eager to share their experiences on their return. 
Moorland Walk: On our first evening, we all went on a walk
through the moors, and stopped and admired the view. As I
turned, I saw Wales over the Bristol Channel and a cloud that,
on first glance was a third hill. However, my favourite thing
about the view was how the sky faded (from black to pink, to
a light shade of butterscotch caramel), over a flat sea. We
turned on our torches and set an eerie light across the
ground. I was most amazed by the amount of stars I could see
and the amount of people falling over in the springy heather!
Freddie

Coasteering: When we got to the beach we ate belly button
plants – they looked like belly buttons but tasted like runner
beans! When it was time to go coasteering, we climbed over
some really slippery rocks. All of a sudden I found myself going
through a hole about a metre wide. I slipped through on my
tummy like a slippery snake. In the next hole I suddenly
realised I was stuck! Everyone had to push my feet and pull
my hands. I felt they were about to smash into smithereens!
Eventually, I was out – with a lot of bruises! It had been huge
fun and I still had the cliff climb and rock pooling to look
forward to. Kira
Surfing: As I walked down the beach, I felt excited. My arms
were aching because I was carrying a surfboard bigger than
me! My wetsuit was really tight and small; it felt like I couldn’t
breathe! First of all Pete told us some things about surfing. We

had to put our feet near the bottom of the surfboard, and we
had to tie a little ring called a leash onto our foot. Pete had to
push us when a wave came, and we had to stand up. I felt
happy even though I only stood up for 2 seconds! Hollie.

Dashing into the sea, Pete one of our instructors, tricked
us that there were leeches in there – trying to put us off!
However NOTHING could put us off! Lying on the surfboard,
I was giggling with enthusiasm. I couldn’t wait to catch my first
wave! Luckily I didn’t have to wait long, and it couldn’t have
been a bigger wave. It carried me all the way back to shore! It
was awesome. Zoe
On their return, an assembly was held for their parents,
where the children were able to tell of their adventures and
share their happy stories.

Football Festival:We recently took part in our partnership
football festival.
The children had a
great time, and
the sports leaders
were fantastic – a
credit to Chipping
Norton School.
Overall our A and
B teams came 3rd
and 4th. Mrs
Woolley was very
proud of them all.

PTA’s Christmas Bingo: To get the Christmas season
started, the PTA are hosting a Christmas Prize Bingo night on
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Friday 1 December at the School. Everyone is welcome –
doors open at 6.45pm and eyes down at 7.30pm. 

St Mary’s Primary 
Football Tournament: Oli Kennedy and Michael Weston
report: Year 5 & 6 took part in the Football Tournament held
at Chipping Norton School. The boys’ captains were Oli
Kennedy and Michael Weston. Our first game was against
Charlbury, which we won two-nil. Scorers were Jia Che and
Murilo. Our second game was against Kingham who were a
really good team but we managed a draw. Next we played
Holy Trinity B team and won 2-1. Our last game was against
Holy Trinity A team which we drew with again. Overall we
came second in our group.

Chloe Mulhearn and Abi Ayers report: The first girls’ team match
was against Charlbury and we won 6-0 with Lola Korszeski
scoring most of the goals. Secondly we played Kingham and
very sadly lost 3-0. Our next game was against Holy Trinity B
who were a very good team but we managed to win. Finally
we played Holy Trinity A and they played extremely well but
luckily again we won. We played fantastically as a team and
came second overall.

Prayer Space: Alyssa
Thompson and William Harvey
report: In the prayer space we
do lots of fun things like letting
your anger and fear go. There
were four activities. First was
making up for your sins and
letting God forgive you. The
second was using play dough to
make what you are thankful for.
One activity was about
stopping wars with sports and
another was a calming bubble
tube where you could write
your prayers on post-it notes
and stick them on.

Year 3 Dance: Amber Margesson-Hill and Callum Moulder
report: Dance leaders from Chipping Norton School came to
visit us and to teach us some dance moves to music for the
story Giraffes Can’t Dance. We learned Scottish Reel and the
tunnel had to be really high. We also did a tango. It was very
hard but we enjoyed it.

Lantern Workshop: Layla Majid, Mim Rafiq and Heidi Lyle
report:Year 5 and 6 made lanterns for the lantern procession
for the Chippy Christmas event on 8 December. The best are

being designed on this year’s pantomime Sleeping Beauty. The
best decorated
lantern will win a
prize. We
decorated the
lanterns with
tissue paper so
the light will shine
up inside. All the
lanterns look
amazing with all
the different
colours. I wonder which one will win?

Open Morning: Jo Graves (Governor) reports: On 29
September, St Mary's School opened its doors to a large
number of visitors – prospective parents, family friends of the
School – both young and old – to be shown around this very
inclusive Primary School by guides chosen from Year 6, who
received accolades from the visitors for their helpfulness and
enthusiasm.

It was an opportunity for visitors to witness the School
‘at work’ and to experience the Reception children busily
enjoying their very well-equipped outside area, as well as

seeing other
classes enjoying
French lessons
and the core
lessons of Maths
and English.

The Friends
of St Mary's
School were on
hand to advise
about uniform

and the Governors and Head Teacher were able to make our
visitors feel welcome and enjoy delicious refreshments and
answer any further questions.

We were especially pleased that the newly refurbished
classrooms in Year 5 and 6 were seen to be making a
difference with the new technology installed and, of course, a
real bonus for St Mary's School is the very well-resourced and
managed School Library, which helps to contribute to the
children's real love of books.

The two hours sped past with some visitors enjoying it
so much they stayed for the duration!

The Town Nursery 
Nursery School 4 have had a very busy few weeks, we have
been out and about exploring the autumnal changes at
Gruffalo woods. Taking walks round the fields and through the
woods, looking at the changing colours and collecting leaves,
conkers and sticks. They had great fun climbing on the fallen
tree and over all the tree roots as they sang, ‘the leaves on the
trees are falling down’. The wooded area in the field is quickly
filling up with fallen leaves and the children are beginning to
collect them up in to piles to hide in.

We attended the St Mary’s School Harvest Festival
service at St Mary’s Church, the children were fascinated with
the singing and asked when they could go back to watch more
singing, so thank you to all at St Mary’s School. And finally we
went down to the Co-op last Friday to the Macmillan Cancer
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coffee morning and had some delicious banana cake with
chocolate icing, the children had fun sitting on the benches
and singing our caterpillar song to the staff and shoppers.

Middle Barton Primary 
Our Year 5 and 6 children took part in the Chipping Norton
Partnership School’s football event and performed
fantastically as a team and represented the School very well. 

We have been busy electing our Pupil Leadership Team
and received 19 applications from our Year 6 children. Those
who managed to get through to the second round had to
then present to the whole school their visions and views on
being a member of the Pupil Leadership Team. We welcomed
our own school governor, Ms Houghton, as well as Mr Duffy,
plus Head Girl (Ellen) and Head Boy (Daniel) of Chipping
Norton School to help with the final decision. It was such a
delight hearing the children’s presentations and them speaking
about their visions for the School. Mr Duffy and his team
made the final decisions which were:
Head girl and boy: Erin Massey and Tyler Davies
Deputy Head girl and boy: Jess McStocker and Harry Belcher
Prefects: Faith Disney, Florence Pearce, Maddi Hall, Ella-Rose
Shorley and Natasha Denton

Our School Council held a fundraising for the charity
Macmillan. Members of the school and village community

donated an array of delicious cakes. Overall, £225 was raised;
what a fantastic job all round by our brilliant School Council
members! 

Kingham Primary 
The children have been busy in and out of the classroom.
Years 1 and 2 visited the Cotswold Wildlife Park, as part of
their topic on Africa. They were completely taken in by the
recent arrival of a baby rhino, yet to be named. They were also
shown a lion skull and a giraffe neckbone before having an
informative tour of part of the park with a guide. Years 3 and
4 were visited by Hrothgar, the Viking! A day of dressing up
and Viking activities. 

Year 5 and 6 went to Hampton Court to discover where
Henry VIII lived. Year 5 had the challenge of measuring the
Great Hall using only rope, and Year 6 enjoyed a workshop
looking at Tudor art, before exploring the Georgian gardens,
complete with fountains. Harvest Festival was celebrated in
Kingham Church, raising £183.25 for Tearfund to help provide
wells for clean water. Back in the classroom, the children have
begun their journeys with help from the newly introduced
Maths Passports, where they complete a selection of maths
targets to move onto their next location. Talk 4 Writing has
also been introduced, and the children and teachers are
enjoying acting out fiction and non-fiction texts!

Bledington Primary 
Our Open Morning was well received. Families were able to
view our classes in action, ask questions about our provision
and have tours of our
outdoor spaces, including our
forest and our new garden.

There is great
excitement in school at the
moment as we prepare for
the demolition of the current
Elliot buildings and await the
installation of our brand new,
permanent infant building.
The building is a POD
construction and will have
two classrooms and a
separate meeting room. The
outside area for EYFS & KS1
will be extended to allow for more outdoor curriculum and
child-friendly exploration and activities. The construction will
be finished by Christmas, ready for our pupils to move into at
the start of the New Year. Once established, we plan to have
a further Open Day to celebrate our new environment.

Our Garden Project had its official opening on 13
October. Radio Oxford covered the festivities which included
garden quizzes for children and adults, outdoor investigation
tasks, a special visit from Herbert the Hedgehog and a party
for everyone involved in the project.

Visits are welcome. Please phone the School office to
make an appointment 01608 658388.
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Great Rollright Primary 
It’s been a busy autumn so far at our happy, nurturing school.
Our 102 students have been studying topics from Roman
Britain to volcanoes, enthusiastically competing for points in
our four school houses, and focusing on the Christian value of
Appreciation in our daily assemblies. Many are also joining in
our nine after-school clubs, which range from football and
hockey to sewing and chess. 
Some highlights so far: 
County Music Award: In September our Year 5-6 class won

the Best Whole
Class Ensemble
award from the
County Music
Service for 2016-
17, for their
brilliant work
learning brass
instruments. Some
of the class are
pictured here.
Lessons are well
underway for this
year’s class, all of

whom get to learn their choice of cornet, trombone, or
baritone.
Free Minibus: almost half of our pupils are using our free
bus to and from Chipping and Over Norton each day. 
Football champions: Last month our boys’ team won the
Chipping Norton Partnership Small Schools Tournament.
Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit us to see
all that we have to offer. Please make an appointment by
calling us on 01608 737202. 

Chadlington Primary 
This term we are Travel Writers, and so the children started
their year by recounting their experiences from the
summer holidays. They then benefitted from trips to
Clevedon Pier and the Black Country Museum, with the
emphasis on British values. The former saw the lower end
of the School embrace the British seaside with a fervour
only slightly removed from those members of Clevedon
Amateur Swimming Club braving the Atlantic Ocean; the
latter included a glimpse at what life would have been like
in a Victorian school, and how sweets were coloured during
this epoch; Red (crushed beetle’s blood), Green (weed
killer), and Orange (rust); they all now truly value living in
the 21st century!

All the new faces at the School have settled well,
and gave their parents a final taste of summer with
beautiful ice-lollies made from the fruit growing in the
school garden.

Away from the classroom there’s been a positive start for
sport with the School taking part in the CNPS Football
Festival, and good turnouts for Running Club (Monday), and
Football Club (Tuesday). The Runners are aiming to chalk up
a marathon every 2 terms, and as we go to press, they have
already amassed 16km! 

Sibford School 
Celebrating Core
Values: Pupils at
Sibford Junior School
celebrated core values
when they held a
special apple extrava-
ganza! Edward Rossiter,
head of Sibford Junior
School explained, ‘The
children showed their
initiative by using the bumper crop of apples from our
orchard to hold a charity Apple Day. They planned and ran
their own fundraising stalls which ranged from selling
refreshments such as Toffee Apples and Apple Cake, through
to games such as Apple Bobbing, Apple Bowling and even
Apple Cricket! Parents and pupils from our Senior School
came along to support the event and helped the children raise
more than £400. The pupils on our School Council then met
to decide which charities would benefit from the windfall and
it was agreed to share it between World Horse Welfare, The
Joseph Rowntree Foundation and The British Red Cross.’

Whole School Open Morning: Sibford School will be
holding a Whole School Open Morning on Monday 13
November starting at 9.45am. The morning will include
presentations, tours of the School and refreshments. For
further information contact Elspeth Dyer on 01295 781203
or email edyer@sibfordschool.co.uk. 

Kingham Hill School
GB Olympian leads Kingham Hill hockey masterclass:
Kingham Hill School pupils were very excited to welcome Rio
2016 hockey gold medallist Susannah Townsend for a special

training session. Susannah kicked off her visit with a whole
school assembly. The pupils in the junior and senior hockey
teams then had an amazing opportunity to join Susannah on
the AstroTurf, where they were given an insight into some of
the drills carried out on a daily basis within the Great Britain
hockey team. Houseparent and 1st team hockey coach, Tim
Martin said, ‘It was a real privilege to welcome Susannah to
the Hill. Her words in assembly were inspirational and to see
her mixing in with the pupils in the masterclass is an
experience that won’t be forgotten’. Susannah added, ‘I
absolutely loved my time at Kingham Hill. The passion and
enthusiasm of the girls was infectious and I enjoyed working
on the different drills with them. It is great to see that hockey
is played throughout school and I wish the girls well for the
season’. The hockey team are looking forward to putting
everything they learned into practice as they continue their
excellent start to the season. 
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HGV Ban – thanks from Burford
Thank you for mentioning our battle against HGVs in Burford
in your October issue. If we win, the serendipitous effect on
Chippy will be enormous, substantially reducing the evils you
identify – air pollution, danger to people and damage to
property. Your Council has valiantly supported us and for that
we are most grateful. By the time of your November issue we
will know the result of the hearing before Cllr Yvonne
Constance, the OCC Cabinet Member for the Environment.
We anticipate that the issue will be deferred to allow time for
further route assessment. This will be a right pain. We have
fought for over 20 years and endured over a 100 meetings to
get to this point. To see it kicked into the long grass is a kick in
the teeth as well. We will keep up the pressure for a swift
conclusion to this additional research. You mention £50k for
signs. I would like to give you the actual figures. Burford Town
Council has promised to pay up to £3k towards OCC’s costs
of obtaining the necessary Traffic Regulation Order. We will also
have to pay for the signs and the latest figure we have is £120K.
The exact amount will be determined if and when the TRO is
granted. Thank you again, Chippy, for your interest and help.

John White, Mayor of Burford

Church decorations vandalised
I throw in the towel, the yobs win! Having searched the
hedgerows for foliage, rose hips, haws and conkers, I then
went to Steve on the market and bought flowers. From the
veg stall I bought lots of fruit and veg to decorate the Church
to celebrate the harvest. Harvest Festival was a time of
celebration when I was a child growing up in a village close by.
I decorated the porch in St Mary's as I have done for well over
20 years but, as they did at Christmas, the local yobs who now
use the porch for their nocturnal goings on vandalised it the
same night destroying all my hard work. Why bother? Sadly I
won't be doing it any more as I have enjoyed doing it and St
Mary's parishioners have appreciated and enjoyed my efforts.
Thank goodness I was brought up in an era where we showed

respect and were taught right from wrong. Who are the
parents of these kids we have today? Do they know or even
care where their children are or what they are up to?

Cicely Maunder

What next for The Chestnuts?
I am prompted by
the article on
page 4 of
October’s News
referring to the
Old Hospital, to
enquire as to
whether anyone
knows what is
happening about
The Chestnuts
(pictured left).
This lovely old
building, opposite

the hospital is now in a very sorry state. The two sites
make the whole area look very run down and not at all
welcoming for any visitors staying at the Premier Inn. I
may be totally wrong about this, but I was sure there
was some agreement, when the permission for the
Premier Inn was given, that The Chestnuts would be
saved – possibly converted into flats. Have I completely
lost the plot or was that so, and if it was, can someone
tell me what is stopping the progress?

Peta Simmons

Recreation ground – resident’s response
‘Long time local’ John Dyer certainly knows how to make us
new comers welcome! As a resident of Penhurst Gardens
overlooking the Rec who apparently has nothing better to do
than spoil the pleasure of others, I would just point out to Mr
Dyer that it is those who drop litter and break glass bottles
that are the real culprits with a cavalier and irresponsible
disregard for other Rec users and the safety of children and
animals! I, and others, spend time picking up other peoples’
litter and broken glass in an effort to keep the Rec looking
tidy and safe.

Of course it isn’t our `back garden’ and it is good to see
people of all ages walking their pets and enjoying the facilities
and the vast majority are entirely responsible in how they
treat the Rec but a small minority regrettably aren’t.  I suggest
Mr Dyer turn his guns on them, not his allies!

David Hearnshaw

Recreation ground – ‘no huge problem’
I agree with most of what John Dyer wrote in October’s
edition. There is not a huge problem with dogs on our
recreation grounds. At the Recreation Committee’s recent
inspection of all our recreation grounds, no dog mess was
spotted. I also noticed that the dog bins were well used. These
complaints have arisen since the occupation of Penhurst.
Perhaps some residents would be happier if they returned to
where they came from. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank the courteous young man who helped me roll up and
remove the plastic fencing which surrounded our new slide at
New Street.
Cllr Richard Benfield, Chairman Recreation Committee

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those
of the Team.

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Love
Books 
Love

Christmas



35

LETTERS

Chipping Norton News Club 

December deadline: Friday 10 NovEditorial Team for this edition: Richard Averill, Alice Burns, Alison Huitt, Keith
Ruddle & Jill Thorley 
Section contacts: Arts - Gay Holden (643635), Blog - Pat Moral
(www.chippynews.org), Business - Chris Hogan (646395), Sports - Graham
Beacham (810047), Schools - Clare Davison (642373)
Contributors: Richard Averill, Graham Beacham, Alice Burns, Frances Buckel, Judy
Buckingham, Clare Davison, Kaye Freeman, Sue Hadland, Chris Hogan, Gay Holden, Alison
Huitt, Lindsay Johnstone, Jo McVicker, Patricia Moral, Roger Sinclair, Linda Rand, Carole
Rose, Nigel Rose, Keith Ruddle, Sam Stretton & others where stated.
Production & proof-reading: Jill Thorley (643219), Alice Burns, Judy
Buckingham, Kaye Freeman, Lindsay Johnstone, Jo McVicker, Carole Rose &
Deborah Webb
Distribution: Jill Thorley (643219) Judy Buckingham, Rolie Clarke, Judy Donegan, Kaye
Freeman,  Alison Huitt, Carole Rose & Sam Stretton
Advertising & Club Treasurer:Terry Kitchin (645502) 
Printers: KMS Litho (738005)
The editorial team welcomes articles and letters (names supplied please), but
reserves the right to edit or cut depending on space available. While taking every care
to check accuracy we cannot take reponsibility for errors which might occur.
Opinions expressed in contributions are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
The News does not endorse or accept liability for any products or services provided
by advertisers. The News is published monthly (except January and August) by the
Chipping Norton News Club which is voluntary and non profit-making.

Final copy should be sent to Chipping Norton News,
c/o Hill Lawn House, 22 New Street, Chipping
Norton, OX7 5LJ tel/fax 643219. Items should
preferably be typed, on disk or sent via email to
chippymail@aol.com
Sales Outlets and Subscriptions
You can buy the News at the following outlets:  Aldi   Bakers Hair   Bartholomews  The Blue Boar
Caffè Nero  The Chequers  Co-op Foodstore  Cotswold Newsagent  Costcutter   CN Health
Centre.   CN Hospital   CN Post Office  Crown & Cushion Gill & Co  Guildhall One Stop Shop
Hidden Beauty  Highlands Day Centre   Jaffé & Neale  CN Leisure Centre  Old Mill Bistro  New St
Dental Surgery  Porcupine  Sainsbury’s  Spar at Esso   West Street News  Café de la Post, Chad.
If you are unable to get to any of the outlets you can have the News posted to you. Send
a cheque for £18 annual subscription, made payable to The Chipping Norton News to
Rolie Clarke 63 New Street, Chipping Norton OX7 5LL.  
Advertising and Sponsorship
The Chipping Norton News, with a circulation of over 2000, welcomes financial support
from local businesses. For information about advertising (from £30 for an eighth of a
page) please contact Terry Kitchin (645502).
The Chipping Norton News is printed on FSC approved paper

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Tel: 01608 643219           Email: chippymail@aol.com
Twitter: www.twitter.com/chippynews  Blog: www.chippynews.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/chippynews

Recreation ground – toilets needed
Let’s remember the many people who enjoy the park’s
facilities without participating in anti-social behaviour. No
one would condone this of course but mention of ‘humans
urinating on the grass’ reminded me of a day in early
summer when, visiting the park with small children, I became
very aware of the lack of toilets. It was only the kindness of
the men at Travis Perkins that saved the day. (And, no, a
‘jungle wee’ in the trees below the park wouldn’t have
sufficed!) Come on Town Council! Let’s have an imaginative
and positive response to the issues raised. Punitive measures
are not the only way forward and the ‘kids and families’ for
whom the playground and recreation ground are intended
(as mentioned by the Mayor) would certainly appreciate
some automatic, hygienic toilets for a start. 

Mary Sutcliffe

Bins galore
The bin situation is worse than you portrayed. 

I need to dispose of: 1. Some engine oil-in a bottle; 2.
Some cooking oil-in another bottle; 3. An old radio-in a black
box; 4. Glass bottle(s) – in another black box; 5. Some paper
in the blue bin; 6. Some batteries – in a bag on a blue bin.
And that’s all going to lead to tidier streets?!!

Jim Crease

Untidy & unhealthy bin collections!
Can I make a comment on your last issue (‘Get your bins in
order’ – page 4, October News)? Your comments were fair,
but after Monday’s new collection (a green bin/recycling day),
I think it right that WODC collection staff should do the
same! The large bins were not too bad but the small
bins/boxes were all over the place with people having to pick
up the food bins and put them up pathways out of the way.

Also, I did not see one food bin with its lid back closed –
could this end up being like the dog poo on our shoes??

Edith Sanders

Help for Christmas Trees
It is that time of year when I ask for help
with putting the lights on the Christmas
trees that adorn our town during the festive
season. This event very much relies on
volunteers and would not happen without
their help. We will meet at 9am on Sunday 3
December in the lower Town Hall and it
takes about 21/2 hours. The trees will be
erected by the Town Council’s contractors
on Monday 4 December when some further

help will be needed to take the trees out to the contractors.
This also starts at 9am. The trees will come down on Sunday
7 January and help is needed to collect the trees and take off
the lights. Starting time 9am at the Town Hall. Please help us
in this task, as without your help the trees do not go up.

Pat Lake

Songs gone missing
Referring to last month’s letter from Lynda Hillman on the
‘long lost Songs of Praise’, I well remember being there in
1980 at the BBC recording of the show in Chipping Norton.
There was indeed a recording of the show made by
someone at Smiths shop, but my memory tells me that the
recording was lent to someone and accidentally recorded
over!! So any final chance remains with the BBC.

Maureen Eddershaw
(For interest, the Newsteam has heard recordings of both
Wilfred Pickles doing Down Your Way (1960) and Mark Steel’s
in Town (2014) – both in Chippy. Any others?? Ed)
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November (News out Monday 30 October)

1st U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p24
North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p26

4th Hook Norton Craft Fair 10am-5pm details p14
Great Rollright Market & Cafe 9.30-12.30 - see p13
First Aid for Dogs 10am-1.30pm see p10

5th Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p25
7th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - details p23
8th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist

World Missions
CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see p25

9th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p27
11th Two Minutes Silence 11am War Memorial see p5

Sunshine Cat Rescue's Christmas Bazaar 10.30-
3.30 - Town Hall
Viceroy’s House  in Churchill 7.30 details - p12

12th Remembrance Day Parade & Service p5 
13th Folk Club 8pm Artyard Café, Enstone - see p24

History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall see p25
14th Public Meeting on GP Services 7.30 Town Hall see

p16
15th Chipping Norton Revealed 7.30 Churchill Village

Hall - details p5
CN Horticultural Assoc 7.15 Methodist Hall see p26

16th Chippy to Banbury Railway Line Alan Brain - 7pm
Library - free but please book - see p8

16th Winterfest 7-10 Churchill Village Hall for Thrive
Northox - see p13
Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall - Mike Bunston -
Sri Lankan Tea Tasting

17th British Legion Quiz at the Crown & Cushion - see p5
18th Farmer’s Market 8.30am-1.30pm

CN Flower Club Christmas Craft Fair 10am-4pm
Town Hall - see advert p10
Pop Up Charity Café for Helen & Douglas House
10-12.30 Churchill Village Hall see p8
Games Evening 7pm Churchill Village Hall see p11

20th Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall see p27 
WOWI 7.30 Parish Rooms See p27

23rd CN Flower Club 7.30pm Town Hall - see p25
25th N Cotswold Socof Recorder Players - see p23

Curry & Quiz Night in Over Norton details 641057
30th Wychwood Project Meeting details p7
30th-3rdChristmas Tree Festival Thursday 30 November -

Sunday 3 December at the Methodist Church - see
advert p13

December (News out Monday 27 November)
3rd Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p25
5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - details p23
6th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p24

North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p26
8th Chritmas in Chippy 4-9pm see p7

‘Exceptional’ YIMBY for all
Over Saturday 30 September and
Sunday 1 October more than 1,500
people filled Chipping Norton Cricket
Club to enjoy a weekend of literature,
music, local produce, children’s activities
and Cotswolds Gin! The YIMBY
weekend festival held in Chipping
Norton in September was a huge
success. Organiser Ian Nolan told the News, ‘it brought the
community together for a weekend of celebration, and best of
all, we were able to raise over £3,000 for the ACE Centre
Chipping Norton, which
will go towards
continuing to support
and nurture young
people in the Town.’ 

From the immersive
Colourscape, in which
world music took over
your mind as primary
colours combined into a
world of playful excitement, to the wonderful Scribble! Tent
which hosted children’s authors and illustrators, there was
something for everyone – young and old! Sunday’s concert
welcomed 500 people to the big top for a concert version of
Les Miserables. Ian reports, ‘a truly incredibly night, highlighted
by our wonderful Young and Mature Companies alongside
eight exceptional West End performers.’ A long list of
supporters need to be thanked for helping put on the event.

The team at Ian Nolan Events worked
tirelessly to bring YIMBY to Chipping
Norton, showing their excitement and
passion for raising money for charity to
make the whole event possible! Ian
added, ‘thanks to volunteers, traders,
professional West End cast and band, the
Mature and Young Companies and our

headline sponsors Owen Mumford and Arts Council England.
And to our many visitors, thank you for spending the day at
our free Family Fun Day, and digging deep to help out the ACE
Centre. And to those of you lucky enough to witness our Gala
Concert on Sunday 1 October, we can only thank you for

being such a
warm and
w e l c om i n g
crowd. The
voices of forty
talented local
singers joined
by the eight
West End
professionals
and live band
sent shivers

down our spines!’ Ian said he hopes that even more of you
can join in future events and have fun all for charity. Keep
liking on Facebook @yimbyfest or visit the website
www.yimbyfest.co.uk for more. 


