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Students, parents and staff at Chipping Norton
School were celebrating last month after some
terrific summer exam results – in spite of new
rigorous GCSE and tougher A level standards.
When all the nail-biting was over, A level
students saw 55% of their grades as A*-B and
the outstanding sixth form’s ‘value add’
measure puts them in the top quarter of
schools nationally. But it was the Year 11s that
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• Town Council looks

at HGV ban again 

• Walterbush Road’s
forlorn football pitch 

• Blue bin recycling
starts in October!

• Local man awarded
the Legion d’honneur

Plus all the usual Local
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Schools and letters

Top School records outstanding A levels & ‘best ever’ GCSEs

School Open Evening 5 October for prospective parents & students for 2018. More on p2

excelled with head Simon Duffy reporting ‘the
best GCSE results we have ever achieved’. The
percentage of ‘Grade 9s’ in the new Maths &
English tests was nearly double the national
average. The GCSE Attainment levels, across all
abilities, ranks Chippy as 3rd best amongst
Oxfordshire’s state schools and, as Mr Duffy
says,‘back as one of the top performing schools
in Oxfordshire and the Cotswolds.’

Fun at the Mop!

Town Hall showcase event on
11 October to find out more
about local health services.
See centre colour feature. 

A taste of the Mop for a new
generation of youngsters  –
candyfloss to eat, goldfish to

win ... see back page. 

Chippy Better
Health Day
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Chipping Norton School on top form
Top School’s Open Evening, on 5 October, for prospective 2018 new parents and students, should be a busy and

exciting event, after latest reports of terrific A level and GCSE results. More details here – plus first hand
comments from some new Year 7 students!

Impressive A level and GSCE results
Chipping Norton
School ‘soutstanding
summer exam results
saw plenty to
celebrate. With more
rigorous GCSEs and
tougher A levels, the
examination bar has
once again been
raised. Top School’s
students were
obviously up to the
challenge and have
cleared the bar with
room to spare. At A
level, the School has
maintained its
reputation for high
quality results with
over 55% of all grades
at A* - B. In addition, the A level progress measure, showing
progress made from KS4, places the School’s performance in
the top 25% of schools nationally.

At GCSE level, the picture is even more impressive with

the best results ever achieved. The Attainment 8 figure
(calculated by attributing a point score to each GCSE grade a
student achieves across 8 different subjects) was 53, the third
best in Oxfordshire. 8 out of 10 students met the threshold
standard of a grade 4 or better in both English and
Mathematics. Headteacher, Simon Duffy said, ‘It has been a
challenging few years for our school, but the determination
shown by both students and staff has been truly inspiring. Set
this in the context of the new, tougher GCSEs and the
achievement is all the more impressive.’ The GCSE measures
actually place the School third or fourth in the County,
depending upon the measures used. Mr Duffy was particularly
impressed with the results of some of the most able students.
‘Before the results were published there was talk of a real
paucity of top grade 9s. Nationally, only 3% of grade 9s were
awarded in English and Mathematics. At Chipping Norton
School, our figure was almost double this, and over 30% of
grades were 9-7/A*-A. This represents exceptional
performance, with over a quarter of our students achieving
five or more of the very top grades’.

The School, parents and supporters are all hoping that
the excellent A level and GCSE results will put the School in
a great position this term for any further Ofsted inspections
to be firmly on track for good overall ratings in the future.

Our first week in Top School
Six summer holiday weeks of a mix of nervous anticipation
and excitement
ended on 4
September when
Top School
opened its gates
to Year 7s who
had the School
practically to
them-selves for
the first day.
Here’s what three
excited newcomers told the News. Emily said ‘I've had a
fantastic first week – initially I was worried I would get lost
but everyone has been so friendly it doesn't really matter if
you do. It has been very exciting going to all the different
lessons and I'm really looking forward to the challenges that
lie ahead’. Josh added ‘It was a bit intimidating. I really liked it
on the first day on our own and I really like the lessons. They
seem calmer than at primary school with no time limits, so if
you don't finish you can do it as homework’. Jack continued
‘The school lunches are brilliant, especially the paninis! Also it
has been really good making new friends’. Emily agreed and
also said ‘I'm looking forward to participating in all the clubs
and activities’ So these three at least seem to have settled in
well and with a fresh start and plenty to do both in school and
afterwards, coupled with the School's growing success with
GCSE and A Levels for the older kids, there seems to be
plenty to look forward to as they settle in and progress
through the years. 

Headteacher Simon Duffy joined
students on results day

Emily, Josh & Jack settling into school
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future, helping those who work in the week.’ The Health
Centre will be there in force and one key objective is to get
more people to sign up to online access. Visitors to the event
can sign up to this if they bring along a form of photo ID. Chris
Bean, Practice Manager, says, ‘People are just not aware of all
the added services we offer, we need to get out there and
communicate with our 15,000+ patients and this event is a
great way to do that.’ The Co-op will be offering blood
pressure tests. More details are in the centre pages.

More debate on HGV ban
The old tongue twister ‘Red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry,
yellow lorry’ (repeat until you are in a total muddle), sums up
the situation with HGV traffic in Chipping Norton. The HGVs
come in all colours, all sizes, at all sorts of speeds, singly and
in convoy at all hours of the day and night, using a road system

never built to deal with them. Chippy people have known for
years about the noise, the regulation busting levels of
pollution, the dangerous proximity to vehicles in Horsefair,
and the effect of vibration on houses and shops. We’ve seen
various proposed solutions (including the County putting an
HGV weight restriction in their plan years ago) come and go,
but never had any actual action. 

Burford Town Council has now allocated £50,000 to
cover the cost of altering signage to impose a weight limit on
HGVs going through their town centre on the A361 and, with
the County, have just completed a consultation process.
Prompted by this action, at their September meeting Chipping
Norton Town Council decided to liaise with Burford to

Lido auction: Binkie on form
With Jeremy Clarkson recovering from pneumonia and trying,
at the same time, to maintain a busy schedule, Binkie de Sluice
(aka comedian and
magician Jasper
Blakeley) stepped
into the breach on 8
September as
auctioneer at the
Town Hall for The
Lido’s big annual
fundraising auction.
He was absolutely
superb and coined
the phrase for the
increasingly well-
oiled punters –
‘What's the time?’ to
which we replied
‘Hammer time!’ –
funny if you
remember MC
Hammer, of course (ask your parents, youngsters). The lots
ranged from a ton of manure joyfully won early on by MC Ken
Norman himself, to a week in Tenby, a Mini for the weekend,
bio-mechanical horse riding (in one’s own yard optionally), a
visit to Enstone’s Spitfire Hangar and a flight, hypnotherapy, a
day's beekeeping and, by the end of the evening, even Mr
Clarkson's latest written masterpiece went for a tidy sum.
Binkie was HILARIOUS and, after the hammer had come
down for the 40th time, £4,800 had been raised for the Lido.
The crowd was smaller than usual as perhaps Binkie isn't as
primetime as JC, but you missed a treat by staying away and
the quality of lots on offer was awesome. A truly memorable
evening and well done to everyone involved in staging it.

Chippy – best for women?
BBC’s Woman’s Hour on 12 September revealed an intriguing
survey result. West Oxfordshire was rated in the top three
places in the country as ‘the best place to be a woman’. Our
area just lost out for the top place to Dunbartonshire and
Renfrewshire in Scotland. But, for younger women, Chippy
and West Oxfordshire were rated right at the top. For the
record, Islington, Corby and Blackpool came bottom. ‘What
on earth …?’ you may say. The survey was a piece of social
research done by NatCen, a research think tank. They looked
at culture, housing, life expectancy, environment, education,
income, safety and happiness – and we did particularly well on
the last four items. Islington fared badly on things such as
personal wellbeing and crime. Readers’ views are welcome!
For more see www.natcen.ac.uk.

Better Health Day
Chipping Norton’s first Better Health day is all set for
Wednesday 11 October. Mayor Mike Tysoe will open the
event at 10am at the Town Hall and it will run till 2pm. Paul
Jackson, co-organiser, from the Health Centre’s Patient
Participation Group says, ‘The Town Hall will be crammed to
capacity with 25+ exhibitors all encouraging us to take better
care of our health. We are delighted with the response so far
and hope to develop the event to run on a Saturday in the

LOCAL NEWS

ROTARY GALA CONCERT

Saturday 21 October

Chipping Norton Town Hall

TICKETS from The Theatre (642350) 
Refreshments & Bar 

Proceeds  will go to local charities and
organizations. Please apply for a donation

through Rotary C/N or call  643611

Binkie selling a Pony Morning, one of
several equestrian and general
countryside delights on offer 

This Mop-stuck lorry was actually red and blue!

Showcasing some brilliant local
entertainers plus Blockley Ladies Choir

& the accomplished Jodie Nolan.
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library or museum, but so far there has been no definite
progress on this idea. Chipping Norton Town Council has yet
to give its view on the new application.

Get your bins in order
It’s October and all Chipping Norton residents need to wake
up to the delights of the new bin collection regime. Every
property should have received a leaflet from West
Oxfordshire District Council explaining how the collection
and timetable will run. The collections run on a two week
cycle.

On a Grey Week, put out your grey general rubbish bin
plus your food caddy. On a Green Week, put out your blue
topped re-cycling bin, separate re-cycling box containing any
glass, garden waste bin (if you pay for this), plus food caddy.
Small electric articles will also be collected and should be
placed in the re-cycling box.

Residents who use WODC sacks rather than bins will
continue to have general rubbish in grey sacks, recycling boxes
(glass in a separate box), and food caddies, collected weekly.
Different parts of the town will have Grey or Green
collections on the same day, so it is important to check the
details from WODC. Green week will now mean that
pavements are very crowded so please try and place your
bins in a way that does not obstruct pedestrians, particularly
for those using wheelchairs and buggies. If you have not
received your new bin, or have difficulty finding space for all
the bins, contact WODC on 01993 861025 or online at
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins2017 for help and advice. 

Magic at the Rollright Stones
August Bank Holiday
Monday saw a first at
the Rollright Stones
when the Rollright Trust
put on an Archaeology
and Family Fun Day.
Local resident Heather
Leonard reported an
enjoyable visit: ‘I was
drawn by ethereal music
to a tent containing
people lulled to sleep by
gongs and bowls, gently
banged and stroked by
us public. Magic! Next I
caught the end of a
storyteller’s tale engaging enraptured children; then on to
CNAAG who helped me see sun spots (and it was very
sunny) through their telescopes. Alongside were Muddy
Boots, the metal detectors from Essex who found ‘Rollright
Rita’, the Saxon lady, in a field across the road in March 2015.
She is destined for the Ashmolean. I loved their enthusiasm
when showing their treasures. A bit further along Musical Mud
displayed ocarinas – and I would love the nettle dress worn
by the lady expert on clothes through the ages. Guided walks
at the Whispering Knights and visits to the King Stone spread
the crowd of more than 350 enabling the site to retain its
mysterious, otherworldly atmosphere. I am told there’s a
possibility for a Battle of Britain Memorial Flight fly past at the
second event next year!’

examine how their case was prepared, and what lessons can
be applied to Chippy.

Levels of road use are only going to increase in the Town
as it grows beyond intrinsic employment, leading to more
congestion at peak times. Satnav use by drivers of HGVs
means agreed routes are ignored and there is no enforcement
procedure. The County Council still appear not to be
‘prioritising’ funds for Chippy’s issues, in spite of hundreds of
millions now being discussed for the County’s highways and
‘infrastructure’ proposals. Plans for relief roads, bypass, gating
or one way systems are still being argued about. Could there
now be a chance to look at this in the widest possible political
(with a small p) and geographical context, and come up with
some options which will relieve residents of the menace of
the HGV?

Roll up for Apple Day

A traditional Apple Day is planned at Chipping Norton’s
Community Orchard on Sunday 15 October 12 noon–3pm
with wassailing, and singing and dancing to Banbury Country
Dance Band. Children – come and dress up, make your own
apple bunting, hang cider soaked toast in the trees and make
a big noise to bless the trees. Families, if you haven’t already
been and picked some fruit, go immediately after reading this
article because an early harvest may mean no fruit will remain
on the trees for APPLE DAY, but there will be plenty to taste
and bring your own apples to press for juice to take home.
Then enjoy seasonal refreshments and spiced apple from the
Wassail Bowl. The Orchard is off the Worcester Road just
before the cemetery. We now have limited parking near the
road, or you can walk across the Common. Follow the Birds!
– courtesy of Yen Yang Co. Contact Heather Leonard tel.
643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk.

Heather Leonard

Old Hospital – new plan
Chipping Norton’s old War Memorial Hospital site has been
empty and abandoned now for over 5 years. In 2013 a small
developer St Charles Homes, after buying the site of the NHS
for a substantial sum, was granted planning permission for
building 14 homes, including conversion of the old hospital
building. They subsequently tried selling the site at auction but
apparently bids (aiming at £2m) were not high enough. In
August, St Charles resubmitted what is in effect the same
planning application – necessary because the old application
approval had ‘expired’ after the limit of 3 years. It is not
known whether St Charles plan to develop the site or sell it.
Separately Chipping Norton Theatre had been discussing with
local councils and other partners the possible idea of
acquiring the site for more arts and community use such as



Does anyone take notice?
Chipping Norton Town Council is still chewing over how to
stop bad behaviour (by dogs, their owners, drinkers, rowdy
youth and more) on the New St Recreation Ground.
September’s meeting continued to discuss ideas: clean up old
notices; bring in a bigger, starker new notice; £1000 fines;
banning alcohol and/or glass containers altogether (what
about those nice family picnics?); and more notices or
webpages listing all the dog poo health problems (someone
suggested taking a gunto badgers and foxes as well … hmm).
Then someone said it might need new byelaws so the Council
will now investigate how to do that – not something they’ve
done recently. More debate next month?

Out to grass at Walterbush Rd
Chipping Norton’s old abandoned town football pitch, its
aging floodlights and empty but brand new clubhouse are all
now looking a bit forlorn. There’s been little sign of action
since the ill tempered Town Hall meeting chaired by Mayor

Mike Tysoe back in February. Those at that meeting heard that
the Trustees and previous club had run up large debts, and the
Trustees had signed over the land and facilities to the
Minotaur company, who specialise in ‘rescuing’ troubled
sports clubs. In exchange, Minotaur sold some land, paid off
debts, funded short term costs and built a new bigger
clubhouse and community centre. Minotaur’s aim was to find

community users to rent the new centre but they also offered
use of pitch and changing facilities to any new sports club or
charity on what they saw as a favourable lease. The Mayor told
the News that there could be a £10k ‘soft loan’ from Town
Council to help any new group to start.

Chippy team still want to return
The football team and club disbanded some time back, but a
newly formed Chipping Norton football team (separate from
the old regime) took up playing at Enstone. The secretary of
the new Chippy team, Dominic Rickard, told the News they
remain interested in moving back to Walterbush Road, and
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Inside Chipping Norton
Beyond the front
door, behind the
façade, beneath the
ground floor and
within attics of old
buildings there are
often hidden
architectural secrets.
If only we knew
where to look and
had a knowledgeable
guide. In Chippy we
are lucky to have just
such, in The Making
of Chipping Norton: A
Guide to its Buildings
and History to 1750,
published in Septem-
ber. In this ground-
breaking book,
authors Janice Cliffe
and Adrienne Rosen take us, firstly, through the early
development of our market town up to 1750 (not previously
documented), and then on walks around the historic core
pointing out and interpreting clues about the history of
buildings en route. Many will already be aware of the
undercroft under the former Cotswold Newsagents, but did
you know that the carved stone heads date from 1340–1400
and several properties in Market Street date from the mid-
1400s? 

This book is lavishly illustrated with Jan’s delightful hand-
drawn street elevations, floor plans, sections, architectural
details, old maps and with aerial, old and new photos, all of
which help us appreciate the historical delights on our
doorstep. It is packed with detail including original and
painstaking research, carried out by the authors and their
fellow members of the Chipping Norton Buildings Record:
Vicky Hubbard, John Marshall and Paul Clark. Over 70
buildings were surveyed to record and interpret their
phases of construction and architecture. In the book launch
at Jaffé & Neale in September, Jan Cliffe thanked the many
property owners who willingly allowed the team access to
survey their properties (cellars, attics and all), and to local
people who volunteered to assist with the detailed
recording of the Town. This book brings together the team’s
discoveries with many years of research by Over Norton
architectural designer Jan and by historian Adrienne. It is a
delight to read, with every page revealing some social or
architectural insight, and must surely be a great Christmas
present for anyone with a connection to our historic town.

Linda Rand

Flourishing allotments 2017
At October’s Town Council meeting, The Mayor announced
the awards to the winners of the William Fowler Allotment
Competition. For large allotments, results were 1st Mr I Terry
£50, 2nd Mr E Huckin £20, and 3rd Mr R Jarvis £15. For small
allotments, awards went to 1st Mr and Mrs G Forse, 2nd Mr C
Keen £10, and 3rd Mr Jeffries £7. Two of the winners were at
the meeting to receive their prizes.

Jan and Adrienne with the other
members of the Buildings Record team

Forlorn football field ...

The new clubhouse lies empty ...
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might also yet get back together on the current pitch. But at
the moment there seem few optimistic signs from anyone.

New dining at Winebear
The Winebear wine bar and eatery in Chipping Norton’s
town centre has had a makeover. The News team’s Sam

Stretton went to
find out more.
Winebear’s team
Richard Sharma
and Tucker have
joined forces with
Will Patterson
and Peter Biro
(pictured). These
two talented chefs
trained under
some of the UK’s
finest Michelin

starred restaurants. Will’s
talent hails from Hotel
Terravina and The Wild
Rabbit with Peter’s from
The Square and Kitchen
W8. A passion for
providing great quality
food and beverages in a
relaxed environment oozes from the whole team. Their new
tasting plate menu, based on modern British and classic
French cuisine, comes from the best locally sourced produce.
All dishes are freshly prepared and this is reflected on your
plate. They aim to take great care in preparation, cooking and
presentation aiming for a masterclass experience for your
taste buds. Sauces are poured at the table, part of the whole
entertainment, along with exceptional wines, cocktails and
atmosphere. Sam reported from her visit, ‘the confit duck
pastille with caramelised pineapple is exquisite. The chicken,
polenta and sweetcorn tasted divine and, as for Peter’s airy
coconut squares with chocolate ganache, well, if it were polite
to do so, I would have licked the plate clean.’ 

The Winebear team are relishing their new challenge. You
can pop in to taste or book a table, and if food is this good in
Chippy it will not be long before people will travel to dine
here. Child and dog-friendly; the breakfast menu ranges from
Full English to boiled eggs and soldiers. On offer for Sunday
lunch will be four options each for starter, main and dessert.
Each main comes with three cuts of meat presented with all
the trimmings. Closed on Monday and Tuesday, opening hours
Wednesday-Saturday are 9am-12am and 12pm-5pm on
Sundays. Serving times for food: Breakfast 9am-11am; Lunch
12pm-2pm; Dinner 7pm-9.30pm. Parking is available at the
rear of the premises. If food is not for you then there are lots
of great beverages on offer to take your fancy for a night out
with friends in a relaxed atmosphere.

Life saver at Greystones
Chipping Norton Town Council has agreed to arrange for a
further town Defibrillator to be based at the Rugby Club at
Greystones. The Council are buying it but hope that they may
get contributions from all the organisations that use the
whole site. 

funding basic running costs, helped by the soft loan, ‘might be
tenable’, but they are concerned about responsibility for
financial risks and withdrawal penalties in future in any
proposed lease. Minotaur also still appear to have some issues
themselves, telling the team committee in July that they are
still awaiting a proper record of the Town Hall meeting which
they say presented incorrect and damaging facts about their
Company’s actions. While this appears to be stalemate,
Minotaur are presumably still seeking users but there seem
few signs of any progress. 

Option of new multiuse pitch
Bob Breen, who had been advising Minotaur on their options,
told the News he still believes they could turn the Walterbush
Road site into a ‘third generation’ artificial grass multi-use
facility, the type now being developed by many local
authorities and football associations. One latest plan in
Witney will see a £212,000 grant transform the Witney
Gordon Way football pitch, prone to waterlogging, into an
artificial grass pitch for local football teams, school and local
sports clubs. West Oxfordshire District Council and the
Oxfordshire FA support the idea, delivered by the Football
Foundation, the country’s largest sports charity, with funding
coming from the Premier League and FA Facilities Fund. That
charity has previously awarded 163 grants across Oxfordshire
on projects worth £20.8m. The Witney pitch will be safer and
more flexible for users, including Henry Box School, and local
partner clubs including Tower Hill FC, Witney Vikings Youth
FC, the Witney Wanderers FC and Ducklington FC. The new
state of the art pitch will, according to WODC’s Cabinet
Member Jeanette Baker, provide the ‘best surface for people
playing football and other sports’. 

Some action needed
So why not something like this in Chipping Norton? The site
is there, enough interested sports clubs and other users
would have to be found, the money could be sought from FA,
existing and future Section 106 funds, and the District
Council. What would definitely be needed is a local group of
positive and committed people to work together with
councils, funders and owners on feasibility and making it
happen. And of course Chippy football team and Minotaur

Middle Row, Chipping Norton 

01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Do join us for the launch of

The Secret Life of Cows
with the author

Rosamund Young
Wednesday 18th October
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has provoked articles and letters in the press – and at their
September meeting, Chipping Norton Town Council joined
the voices suggesting this might again increase flytipping –
including at the New Stz\ ‘bring’ site which has had such DIY
detritus left there illegally. Readers’ experiences are welcome.

Liquid Gold at local distillery
The Cotswold Distillery at Stourton near Shipston on Stour
has become well known for its gin and a growing range of
spirits but has always distilled whisky too. As whisky has to
age for at least three years before it can legally be sold, the
first batch of single malt has only just become available.
Cotswolds Single Malt Whisky matures in American Oak ex-
Bourbon barrels, giving vanilla and toffee notes, alongside a
rich fruitiness. The spirit has already been awarded ‘Liquid
Gold’ in Jim Murray's 2016 and 2017 Whisky Bible.
Unfortunately, by the time you read this it will almost
certainly have sold out; the initial release has gone and only a
limited allocation will be available at the distillery's shop from
9 October. The good news is that the next batch will be
released in early November.

New hair salon in town
Matthew Curtis is an
a w a r d - w i n n i n g
hairdresser and
stylist. In September
he opened his fourth
salon in Chipping
Norton High Street,
in the old White Hart
building. The salon
covers everything
from cutting and
colouring to waving,
straightening and
blow-drying. Prices
vary depending on the stylist and the treatment. Pat Moral
from the News team, volunteered to try the place out. She
told the News, ‘I needed my roots done so I visited the salon
on a Saturday. Manager Charlotte did an excellent job on my
hair and all the staff were very friendly and professional.’ Pat
sent us these ‘before and after’ photos. No, this is not a paid
advert from the salon! A week after the launch and even
though there are many hairdressers in Chipping Norton,
Matthew’s salon has been busy with many of their Stratford-
upon-Avon customers choosing to use this new salon in the
Cotswolds. Matthew Curtis himself will be working at the
salon once a week, usually on Wednesdays. 

‘Finest’ film at Churchill 
On Saturday 14 October, Screen by the Green at Churchill
and Sarsden Village Hall is showing, Their Finest. Gemma
Arterton shines in this delightfully nostalgic and witty period
drama about the making of a war-time propaganda film during
the London Blitz. In 1940 Catrin Cole (Gemma Arterton) is
recruited by the British Ministry of Information to write
scripts for propaganda films that the public will actually watch
without scoffing. She creates a fictional film based on two
young women piloting a boat in the Dunkirk Evacuation. Sam
Claflin and Bill Nighy also star plus vignettes from Jeremy

2018 Mayor’s Ball
Following this year’s successful ‘Casino Mayorale’, Chipping
Norton Mayor Mike Tysoe reports that next year’s ‘Mayor’s
Ball’ (or its equivalent!) will be on 21 April 2018 … theme and
charities supported to be announced in due course. 

Christmas in Chippy 2017
Following a spectacular first event, Christmas in Chippy is
back on Friday 8 December for unforgettable festive fun. The

event kicks off at 4pm with a wonderful Sleeping Beauty
lantern procession. Inspired by Chippy Theatre’s 2017
pantomime, the children of Holy Trinity and St Mary’s Schools
will be parading their handmade lanterns through town. If you
are keen to do some Christmas shopping, Christmas in
Chippy is the place to be. The high street shops will be open
for the evening as well as the biggest market Chippy has ever
seen, with over 60 stalls selling art, crafts, jewellery, and
artisan food and drink. Market Square will see some delicious
street food including a pop-up Cotswold Gin bar! The
Christmas lights switch on is from 6pm and we are super
excited about our ‘all new’ Christmas lights to make Chippy
extra twinkly this year! Other highlights include live music,
much-loved Christmas carol singers, children’s fun rides and a
disco Christmas Pudding! The Upper Town Hall will be
transformed into a winter wonderland with pop-up ice rink
and café – who doesn’t enjoy a bit of ice-skating at Christmas?
The Secret pop-up Christmas Cinema is back showing a
classic Christmas film. This year’s event will raise money for
two local community charities, The ACE Centre and Highlands
Day Centre, so look out for our Christmas in Chippy Angels
on the night collecting your much needed donations. To raise
as much money as we can for our charities we are looking for
organisations to sponsor the event. If you think you can help
please email Nicola or Julia at Christmasinchippy@gmail.com.
Like our Facebook page, @Christmasinchippy, or follow on
Twitter @XmasinChippy for more information. 

Nicola Edginton

Charges to dump your DIY
Oxforshire County Council – at its waste tips – has started
charging householders £1.50 per for each item of ‘DIY’
leftovers they want to dispose of – including pieces of
hardboard, worktops, old plumbing/sinks etc, and so on.
Council workers will be there to greet all arrivals at the tips
to police what you are trying to throw away and decide
whether they will ‘let you pass’ or charge as necessary. This

‘Before’ & ‘After’ at Matthew Curtis
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does it go far enough to help those earning enough to
cover mortgage repayments but struggling to save? A buyer
looking at a £260,000 property – the average price of a flat
in Chippy – would still need to find a deposit of £18,000.
This would allow them to purchase a 70 per cent share in
the property with a 90 per cent mortgage. The Council will
buy the remaining 30 per cent of the property, subject to an
independent valuation done by a surveyor it will appoint.
The Council will also consider shared ownership ranging
from 50 per cent to 70 per cent depending on
circumstances. Cllr Toby Morris, Cabinet Member for
Resources, said, ‘We know how difficult it can be for people
to buy their own home in West Oxfordshire given how high
house prices are. This innovative scheme could make the
difference between renting and ownership and allow people
to put down roots in the District.’ Priority will be given to
local residents, key workers, those living in council-owned
social housing or on the waiting list, and applicants with
dependants. There’s already been a lot of interest, so a
waiting list is currently in operation. Get in quick if you’re
keen.

Over Norton Bingo night
On Friday 27 October, why not head to Over Norton Village
Hall for a fantastic night of bingo to raise funds for Over
Norton Youth Club? The fun starts at 7pm so just turn up and
with a bit of luck you can walk away with some winnings to
kick off your weekend!

2017 Shoe Box appeal 
It is that time of year again – time
to get involved in the teams4U
Shoe Box appeal. The charity is
already supported by many local
people but maybe this year you
would like to be part of it. It is
very simple: choose an empty
shoe box, cover it in Christmas
paper, then decide whether you
want to choose small gifts for a
girl or boy then which age (3-5,
6-11, or 12+ years). Or you
could choose to do a home box
for a family. Fill your shoebox with suitable small items (see
leaflet for suggestions). You could use small toys, cars, a yo- yo,
a ball or teddy bear etc or educational supplies like pens,
crayons, paper etc. Hygiene items are also welcome like soap,
toothbrush, flannel etc. Finally, you could put in a hat, gloves,
scarf, necklace etc. Any sweets need a sell-by date of at least
June 2018. Please do not include any items that are war
related, fragile or dangerous. Books are not a good idea for
children who cannot read English. Once you have filled the
box you are asked to donate a minimum of £2.50 towards
delivery. Guidance leaflets are available from Martin Hannant,
72 Churchill Road CN, tel 643653 or
martinhannant@yahoo.com, CN Library or the Methodist
Church. Boxes need to be returned by Sunday 5 November.
Martin will either collect, if asked, or they can be dropped at
Holy Trinity School during school hours or CN Methodist
Church at a Wednesday coffee morning between 9.30am and
11.30am. Last year about 19,000 shoe boxes were sent from
teams4U from UK to children and families in Eastern Europe.

Irons, Helen McCrory and Richard E Grant. An enjoyable and
compelling film – with an unexpected twist. Films start
7.30pm; tickets £4.50 pay on the door. For more information
and to book tickets please telephone 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com

Churchill Games Evening 
Get on board for an evening of fun games at Churchill &
Sarsden Village Hall on Saturday 18 November 7pm-10.30pm.
The choice is yours: cards or board games to suit all tastes.
Game gurus on hand to help. Tickets £7.50, include wine and
nibbles. Contact Hilary 659480 or hilaryjbarber@aol.com

Cash injection for solar farm

The new community-owned solar farm in Charlbury –
Southill Solar – has just been given a special £500,000 loan
from West Oxfordshire District Council to pay off more
costly short-term loans which funded the start-up costs. With
its 17,300 solar panels, the development in the grounds of
Cornbury Estate, operated by Southill Community Energy,
started operating last November and generates 4.5MW of
energy, enough to power 1100 homes – equivalent to all of
the properties in its nearest parishes, Charlbury, Finstock and
Fawler. As well as generating green electricity, the solar farm
will be planted with native plant species including wildflowers
to attract wildlife, while a solar-powered beehive has already
been introduced. Southill Solar Director Tim Crisp said: ‘This
financial support from WODC is a great example of a local
authority partnering with community initiatives. It will help
deliver surplus funds to other low-carbon community
projects faster than otherwise would have happened.’ Cllr
Toby Morris, Cabinet Member for Resources at WODC,
added, ‘This is an excellent investment – Southill Solar is
ethical and owned by local shareholders as well as providing
sustainable power for the next 25 years.’

Helping first time buyers
First time buyers unable to save up a huge deposit can
benefit from a new West Oxfordshire scheme aimed at
helping people onto the housing ladder. Through the Local
Authority Partnership Purchase Scheme, buyers can
purchase a share in a home with WODC making up the
shortfall. Occupiers then pay rent to cover the Council’s
stake. The scheme is available on properties for sale up to
the value of £375,000 and within West Oxfordshire. But

Pictured l-r: Cllr Toby Morris, Tim Crisp & site ecologist
Guy Parker 
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under “most likely to be a new French and Saunders”’. Lucy’s
career has progressed after being in Chippy’s local Youth
Theatre, National Youth Theatre and training at LAMDA. She
will be performing her Maid of Cabbage show in London early
next year.

WOBA 2018 launched
What do these Chippy based businesses and charities have in
common: Tickittyboo, Lawrence Home Nursing, CETA
Insurance, The Theatre, Wise Investments, The Lido and The
Phone Co-op? They are all winners in past years of The West
Oxfordshire Business Awards. September saw the launch at

Blenheim Palace of WOBA 2018 – which again wants local
businesses to enter for awards. WOBAs are open to most
businesses based in the District, from sole traders to multi-
nationals, as long as their HQ is in West Oxfordshire and with
a trading record of more than three years. You can enter in
one or more of twelve categories. Finalists are automatically
entered into the Oxfordshire Business Awards. Entering the
WOBAs can raise your business profile, help networking and
motivation. Being a winner or finalist brings added kudos,
impressing customers and suppliers, as Joe Johnson, director
of Chipping Norton Builders, discovered in 2014. He said, ‘The
gala dinner was a brilliant reward and recognition for staff.
Even though we were runners up on the night we significantly
increased our turnover the following year as we made the
most of the PR opportunities. We display our Finalist
Certificate with pride’. Closing date for entries for the 2018
WOBAs is midnight on Friday 1 December, so come on
Chipping Norton businesses, download your entry forms
from www.woba.org.

Future of our GP Services
The NHS wants your views to help shape the future of our
GP and primary care services in Chipping Norton and wider
Oxfordshire – and are holding a public meeting on Tuesday 14
November (7.30 to 9pm) in Chipping Norton Town Hall. This
is an Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group’s (CCG)
North Oxfordshire Patient and Public Forum (NOLF) – and
they want views on new ways to deliver primary care
including day to day services at GP surgeries, pharmacies and
other local health providers. A similar meeting was held in
Banbury in July and views were fed back to local GPs.
November’s meeting will highlight the challenges facing
primary care including a growing older population,
recruitment of new doctors and providing care closer to

Often this is the only Christmas gift they get so why not help,
make a child really happy and show that someone really cares. 

Martin Hannant

Chippy’s Lucy storms Edinburgh
Ex-Chippy School’s Lucy Pearman, who grew up in Over

Norton, has been
hitting the
national comedy
scene headlines
recently –
including being
shortlisted for
Best Newcomer
in the Edinburgh
Festival Comedy
Awards. Her show
there, Maid of
Cabbage, tells of
an Edwardian
maid in search of

the perfect cabbage, and was Lucy’s debut solo show; she has
previously been part of the sketch duo LetLuce. Lucy was
featured last month in the Sunday Times as an up and coming
comedy performer. Reviews included the comments: ‘so very
endearing to watch and an integral feature of pioneering new
comedy in a big way’, ‘genuine comedy talent, subtle, straight
and seemingly completely crackers’, ‘the most inventive
costume on the Fringe. Cabbage aficionados can expect
plenty of audience interaction and lots of laughs.’ and ‘file

CHIPPING NORTON HEALTH CENTRE
RUSSELL WAY, CHIPPING NORTON

FLU CLINICS 2017
We will be holding open flu clinics from 8.30am until
11.30am at the Health Centre on the following dates;

Saturday 7th October (nasal flu not available)
and 

Saturday 14th October (nasal flu available*)
If you;

• Suffer from a long term chronic illness like diabetes,

asthma, heart disease, kidney disease

• Have had a stroke or have some other neurological

illness

• Have a suppressed immune system

• Are the main carer for anyone suffering with any of

the above

• Are over 65 years of age 

• Are pregnant

Then you are eligible for a free flu vaccination.

You do not need to book, just turn up between
8.30am and 11.30am.

*Two and three year-olds (but not four years or older on
31 August 2017) are eligible for the nasal flu at the Health
Centre. Older children will receive the vaccine in school.

If you cannot attend any of these clinics, please call
reception on 01608 642742 to book an appointment. 

Last year’s WOBA winners including the Tickitty Boo team and
Vivian Woodell of the Phone Co-op

Lucy Pearman in the ‘most inventive’
costume on the Edinburgh Fringe

Photo: Ric Mellis
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along the Enchanted Walk. The Beanstalk Café will be open for
hot and cold snacks. In addition, to celebrate the switch-on of
the illuminations, the Farm will stay open until two hours after
dusk on October 14, 15, 21, 22 and 28 for their Illuminations
and Supper Package, 5pm. Looking further ahead, there are
plans for a Christmas Fairytale, more details soon. For more
information visit www.fairytalefarm.co.uk or ring 238014.

LGBTIQ support group 
Chipping Norton
Town Hall hosted an
inaugural meeting in
September for a new
local support group.
Local Charlbury
District Councillor,
Andy Graham, was
there and told the
News that this
support group has
been set up as a
response to the
increase in hate
crime and the need not only to show tolerance to the lesbian,
gay, bi-sexual, transgender, intersex and questioning
community but more importantly acceptance. This was the
first in a series of (first Monday of the month) meetings across
the District to find out the nature and form the group should
take. Andy said, ‘People attended from far and wide including
Oxford, Woodstock and Chadlington raising issues from
coming out as a gay or as trans gender, the lack of social
networking, bullying and more positively what a great idea to
have a support group where anyone can come and chat
socially and get confidential advice. You don’t have to be a
member and can come as many times as you want. It’s so
important to build your community as a cohesive mix and
acceptance of difference is essential!’ The next meetings are
in Charlbury on Monday 2 October 7.30 pm-9 pm at The
Shed in Nine Acres Lane and 6 November at the Corn
Exchange, Witney. If you want to help, donate towards the
cost of hiring rooms and publicity or get involved contact
Andy Graham andyg2439@gmail.com.

Are you registered to vote? 
Calling all newcomers to Chippy, those recently turned 18
and the chronically disorganised. Are you ready if another
snap general election were to be called or do you still need
to complete your electoral registration? Households in
Chippy should have received a Household Enquiry Form. You
can confirm your electoral registration details by text,
Freephone, online or post. If changes need to be made, you
need to notify the WODC either online or by returning the
form provided. ‘It’s very quick and easy to reply and early
response will reduce the need to send out reminders which
could cost as much as £50,000. Responding digitally rather
than by post is the most cost effective way to respond.’ says
Keith Butler, WODC’s Electoral Registration Officer. As well
as saving the Council money and ensuring you do your bit for
democracy, being on the electoral register can improve your
credit rating and give you an excuse to complain when your
party doesn’t win. If you’ve not received a form, contact

home. People who attend the event can share their views on
local GPs and related care priorities for more sustainable
services in North Oxfordshire. 

All feedback from the meeting will be given to the GPs
in our northern locality to help the CCG’s work in
development of primary care – in line with the CCG’s
‘Primary Care Framework’, a vision for services over five
years. Anita Higham, chair of the Forum, is urging local people
in Chipping Norton to attend saying, ‘It is important patients
help shape local health services because they are often the
first port of call for people who feel sick or need advice, so
we want a service that meets their needs. We will be joined
at the meeting by Dr Shelley Hayles from Oxfordshire
Clinical Commissioning Group.’ People who want more
information or to confirm their attendance should contact
HealthWatch Oxfordshire who are supporting this event.
Email: hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk or telephone
01865 520520.

Best pub in Bledington!
The King’s Head
in Bledington has
won the national
award of Pub of
the Year by the
Good Pub Guide.
Archie Orr-Ewing,
who also runs The
Swan in
Swinbrook, took
over the pub with
his wife Nicola,
more than 17
years ago with ‘a
focus on
hospitality and
ensuring each and

every punter feels welcome’. The Guide describes a ‘16th
century inn with atmospheric furnishings, super wines by the
glass, real ales and delicious food and smart bedrooms’.
Readers of the Guide praised the establishment throughout
the past year – leading to its selection as the top pub in the
country for the 2018 edition. Prior to owning The King’s
Head, Mr Orr-Ewing held a number of jobs, including a five-
year stint in the Army and running pubs in London. 

Big growth for Fairytale Farm
Fairytale Farm, at Southcombe, Chipping Norton, was the
UK's fastest-growing farm attraction saw visitors up in 2016
by almost 36% over the previous year, according to official
figures from Visit England. Owner Nick Laister says, ‘This is
almost entirely down to the hard work of our staff who are
the friendliest you will find at any attraction, big or small. This
means a lot to me because we were the first attraction in the
UK to be designed with disabled children in mind as well as
those who are not disabled, so we are open and accessible to
all.’ There will be a week’s Family Friendly Hallowe’en Event
from Saturday 21 to Sunday 29 October, open 10–5, where
there will be pumpkin carving, spooky biscuit decorating and
much more. From 14 October to 17 December on Saturdays
and Sundays, the Farm will be holding Illuminated Evenings

Archie & Nicola Orr-Ewing celebrate with
the King’s Head team

Flying the LGBTIQ flag in Chippy 
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Vroom Vroom in Great Tew
Planning approval has been given for 13 weeks of filming in
October to December at Great Tew Estate for what could
well be more of Jeremy Clarkson’s The Grand Tour. WODC
passed plans for a temporary studio for an Amazon Prime TV
show and the application is linked to Chump Productions –
owned by Messrs Clarkson, May, Hammond and producer
Andy Wilman. The application suggests 80 staff and 350
ticketed guests who might bring 150-200 cars on a filming day.
Some residents reported concerns over traffic and one
Sandford St Martin councillor fearing ‘petrolheads’ racing
through country lanes to the show. WODC’s approval
depends on a satisfactory traffic plan. The studio segment will
be filmed over just two days. The Grand Tour last year
featured Jeremy ‘blowing up’ an old house near Chadlington
where he plans a new mansion. 

Gt Rollright – great market
The next Village market in Great Rollright Village Hall is on
Saturday 7 October from 9.30am to 12.30pm and boasts a
wide variety of homemade food such as delicious breads,
quiches, preserves, locally grown organic vegetables, a lovely
choice of traidcraft chocolates, coffee and groceries, milk,
cheeses, dairy products, local oils, handmade crafts and a
wonderful selection of cards at bargain prices! This is the time
of year to enjoy the beautiful Autumn colours with views
from the café as you enjoy coffee and rolls, so come on over
and taste a bit of the country and village life! 

More details from Kate : katetanner@hotmail.com
http://greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com

Try some Gloss and Glow
Hidden down Chipping
Norton’s New Street is
Gloss & Glow. Laura
Ludlow trained as a
therapist in 2001 and
worked with clients in
London and the Cotswolds.
In 2007 she opened
Nicetouch salon in Chippy, and built up a team of therapists
and a reputation for offering excellent treatments in a
welcoming environment. She sold the business in 2011. Laura
is now back after taking a break to spend time with her two
young children. She specialises in fingers, toes and tans (her
favourite treatments) and said she is known for her attention
to detail, relaxed manner and total discretion. Laura works
alongside Helen Walters who runs Smoothas, which
specialises in waxing, lashes and eyebrows. Laura’s sessions
are by appointment only: contact laura@lauraludlow.co.uk or
07778 933133

St Andrew’s Quiz Night
St Andrew’s Church in Great Rollright has celebrated our
Harvest Festival – we are so lucky to live in this beautiful part
of England where we can see the harvest going on all around
us and can see how great is our God. On Saturday 14
October we will be holding another of our fantastic Quiz
Nights. Start at 7pm for 7.30pm, teams of 4 or join a team on
the night – £2.50 per person. We will be running a bar and

WODC on 01993 861410 or email
elections@westoxon.gov.uk. 

All change at Helen & Douglas
After 10 years of successful trading in Chipping Norton,
Helen & Douglas House is permanently relocating from
5 Market Place to 14 West Street on 2 October. Deputy CEO
Sarah Westmorland told the News, ‘We would like to ask our

loyal customers
to continue to
support Helen
& Douglas
House and visit
the new shop in
West Street.
Supporters can
also take
advantage of the
parking in front
of 14 West
Street when
they shop and donate goods. We took the decision to
relocate to West Street when we were concerned that the
lease at Market Place was at risk. Chipping Norton is a very
important town for Helen & Douglas House and we did not
want to risk losing our retail presence in the Town. Because
of this we acted swiftly to secure a new shop in West Street.
It later transpired that we could renew our lease in Market
Place if required but by this time we were already tied into
the new lease in West Street. We have operated two shops
whilst the leases coincided, and as the Market Place lease is
now coming to an end, we are relocating our entire operation
to West Street. 

Clare Periton, CEO of Helen & Douglas House said, ‘I
wish to thank Angie for her long service and vital contribution
to the Charity together with Becky and all our volunteers. I
also want to thank our customers for supporting Helen &
Douglas House over many years. I hope they will continue to
support us and to shop and donate unwanted items to our
West Street shop.’ Sarah continued, ‘As a hospice charity
caring for babies, children, teenagers, young adults and their
families we are reliant on donations and support from people
across the Thames Valley. Helen & Douglas house shops
continue to be an integral part of our organisation and a vital
source of income for the charity. We aim to ensure that our
income is sustainable in the long term and ensure that we
have a presence across the region. Full details of our shops
across Oxfordshire and surrounding counties can be found on
our website www.helenanddouglas.org.uk’ 

Helen & Douglas House ... relocating from 5 Market Place
(above) over the road to 14 West Street (below)



12

raffle, and selling our fabulous cheeseboards as cheese is
supposed to help thinking. All proceeds in aid of the church
refurbishment fund. Find us on Facebook to keep up to date
with services or collect a Calendar of Services from church,
which is open every day during daylight hours.

Sarah Durham

Ryes & shine at Hooky Brewery
Since 1849, Hook
Norton Brewery has
quenched the thirst of
Chippy’s beer drinkers,
and continues to
produce new beers
which tickle the taste
buds in a variety of
flavours. Recently, the
skills of the Hook
Norton brewers have
again been recognised,
winning awards at two
international brewing
awards. At the World
Beer Awards, Old Hooky
(40 years young this
year) was voted the UK’s
Best English Brown Ale –
much like Chippy beer drinkers, it only seems to improve with
age. Playing Hooky, a relative newcomer of just a few months,
collected a bronze award in the Pale Ale category. And a
fanfare now for the star of the show: Red Rye voted the UK’s
Best Rye Beer, which then went on to be voted the World’s
Best Rye Beer. The International Beer Challenge also brought
home a further five awards: Old Hooky, Red Rye and Twelve
Days won silver medals; Hooky and Playing Hooky won
bronze. If you want to test the judges’ opinions, a range of
Hook Norton beers are available from local shops, pubs,
direct from the brewery or online at www.hooky.co.uk.

School counts on Wise support
Chipping Norton School’s enthusiastic Maths students and
teachers are taking part in the national Mathematics Mastery
Project – with new support from local Chippy financial
business Wise Investment. Wise’s Tony Yarrow knows the
School well (his children were students there) and thinks
highly of what they do. On hearing about the exciting national
maths project, Tony was keen to support CNS in helping
students become more proficient at mathematical problem
solving. He said, ‘The project offers a real opportunity for
mathematics teachers and students to deepen their
understanding of maths, with time to explore and apply
challenging concepts. Wise Investment is really happy to be
involved and we look forward to seeing how this project will
impact on the school students.’ Headteacher Simon Duffy is
equally delighted at this funding support, ‘At a time when
funding for schools is being really squeezed, it is exciting to be
pushing ahead with an innovative programme with the
generous support of a great local company.’ The Mathematics
Mastery Project is a well-regarded national programme and
was launched with Year 7 students in September. Parents were
invited to the launch on Thursday 21 September.

New skills hub for young people
Experience Chipping Norton (ECN) has announced the
launch of the OX7 Community Digital Hub, a new project for
16–24-year-olds in Chippy and surrounding villages currently
looking for employment, education or training. Based at
Chipping Norton Theatre, OX7 will offer digital, workplace
and life skills to young people who have already left school or
are close to leaving. OX7 support the students into
employment by supplying access to training courses and
helping them make a real connection within our community.
Apart from skills development, support is on hand; reducing
isolation, increasing confidence and self-esteem to overcome
any barriers to their progress. Barclays and NatWest are
offering financial skills training, expert advice and mentorship,
Oxfordshire Apprenticeships will assist with employment and
Oxfordshire Youth will be providing valuable advice, support
and resources. A part time youth worker from Witney’s Youth
charity Base 23 has started work this week on the project. 

Backed by Chipping Norton School, the OX7 team aims
to develop further working partnerships with local
businesses, schools, colleges, local authorities and residents to
ensure the digital hub builds strong community roots. OX7
officially launched on Thursday 28 September. They would like
to thank the local businesses and community groups that are
helping give the best possible start. Chipping Norton Town
Council agreed to endorse the project but is not providing
any financial contribution. If you’re keen to donate time,
resources, expertise, office equipment or workplace job and
training opportunities, the team would love to have you on
board! ‘We are here to support them every step of the way,
offering them a range of great opportunities to play a real part
in our community, help them get their lives back on track and
become truly work-ready’ says ECN Chairman Shaun Fagan.
To help or for more information contact Shaun via the ECN
website at http://experiencechippingnorton.com/live/ox7.

Winterfest 2017 in Churchill 
Churchill Village Hall hosts a relaxing social retreat with ‘A
celebration of all things Winter!’ on Thursday 16 November,

doors open 7pm-11pm. Meet up with friends, enjoy a drink in
comfy chairs, listen to a couple of short talks or just relax.
Tickets £5 in advance via Thrive Northox Facebook page or
text name, number and how many tickets to Thrive: 07391
707292. This is a fundraising event with proceeds to Thrive
Northox, a voluntary organisation based in Chipping Norton,
aiming to support local children living in desperate
circumstances. It was formed locally in 2016 and works to
raise awareness of and offer support to local children living
below the poverty line, perhaps in struggling families in North

LOCAL NEWS
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Oxfordshire who, for whatever reason, have a genuine, urgent
need. See www.thrive-northox.co.uk 

Lawrence Team news
Frank Henderson will be our after dinner speaker at Long
Compton Village Hall on Saturday, 18 November from 7pm.
Music will be provided by local band, Chaser.  Visit
www.lawrencehomenursing.org or call 684475 for tickets.

Huge thanks to Judy Barrows, friends and family for raising
over £1600 at the recent John Barrows Memorial Cricket Match
at Sandford St Martin. The Team is pleased to announce next
year’s match will be against a team from the Lords’ Taverners. It
promises to be an exciting weekend with a gala dinner and
auction on Saturday 1 September, 2018 with a cricket lunch and
match on the Sunday.  Many thanks also to John at the Artyard
Café in Enstone raising £200 at a music night in August and to
Ros and Keith Millard for their support of ‘Laugh for Lawrence’
at The Theatre which raised close to £7000.
This year’s Christmas cards will be on sale from mid October

in various local outlets.
Please visit the website to
see where you can buy
cards from artists,
Josephine Trotter, Ronny
Loxton and Anne
Nicholls. Thank you to
Geoff at DustScan for his
support of ‘Winter Hare’.

Verity Fifer

Get Online at the Library
Get Online Week takes place from the 2 to 6 October. It is
the UK's biggest digital inclusion campaign to help improve
everyone's online digital skills. The theme is 'try one thing' -
anything from finding a recipe to planning a holiday. Why not
drop by the library and find out about the online services?
Did you know you can download eBooks, eAudiobooks, and
eMagazines all completely free from the Oxfordshire Library
Service? Library staff will be happy to give a demonstration.
You might also like to explore 'Reference Online' either on
the library computers or at home. It contains information on
a variety of subjects from family history and ancestry to small
business guides and consumer information such as Which?
This wonderful resource is absolutely free to use in libraries!
Our computer buddy and gadget advice sessions have proven
so popular we're looking for more computer buddy
volunteers. If you can spare an hour a week to offer computer
advice and tuition you might find this volunteering role
extremely rewarding. Contact Chipping Norton Library on
643559 or chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

Sally Moore – Library Manager 

Great Rollright Pub Night
The Friends of Great Rollright Primary School hold their next
pop-up pub night at Great Rollright Village Hall on Saturday 7
October. Drinks and bar snacks will be available from 6.30pm.
There will be live music from the very talented Barney Newman
during the evening. Tickets available in advance from the school
office or on the door, with all proceeds to Great Rollright
Primary School. Please come and join in, all very welcome!

Great end to Lido season
On Friday 8 September the Lido’s Auction of Promises was a
riot! (see page 3), raising £4,800. Many thanks to the generous
donors, whose promises went under Binkie’s hammer, and, of
course, Binkie himself – AKA Jasper Blakely. This season, by
popular demand, we extended opening a week. The weather
didn’t play ball – no Indian summer – but plenty of swimmers
took advantage and the water kept its temperature well
despite the boilers having been switched off. Numbers will be
crunched during the closed season so that we can decide
whether this becomes a regular feature. Talking of which, once
again the season finished with our now traditional dog swim
(pictures next month) – the fun event’s popularity is growing
and it sold out in two days! The pools have been put to bed
for the winter but planning for next season is already
underway, so do get in touch if you’d like to help. Keep up to
date via www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido and
Twitter @ChippyLido. You can donate towards The Lido’s
upkeep, directly via www.Totalgiving.com and/or shop online
via www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido. 

Claire Williamson
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Hook Norton Craft Fair
The 22nd annual Hook Norton Craft Fair is being held in St
Peter’s Church on Saturday 4 November from 10am-5pm.
There will be around 40 stalls of superb work at this well
established event. Please do come along!

Soho Farmhouse expands
More traffic concerns in Great Tew are likely as exclusive club
Soho Farmhouse’s latest application to WODC is to build 10
new 'pods', to house an extra 40 guest bedrooms. A related

application lists
15 additional
guest rooms
and a new
walled garden.
Soho Farm-
house, an
offshoot of
London club
Soho House, is
an exclusive

members’ club and hotel on a 100-acre site. The recent Great
Tew Parish Council meeting heard members and residents
raise concerns about a big surge in traffic, with perhaps 1000
cars using the place on Saturdays. Parish councillors voted
narrowly to support the application, but the chair will be
writing to Soho Farmhouse with a number of
recommendations, including asking them to be stricter on
speeding guests. A spokesman from Soho House said plans
had a 'great response' from most of the community and that
the farm ‘has revitalised the local economy bringing jobs,
especially for young people, and trade.’ They say they will
invest in roads and managing traffic and work with the
community. Councillors on the Uplands planning committee
will visit the site before making a decision on the expansion
plans. It is understood that David Beckham and his family have
purchased a £5m barn conversion just down the road. 

Katharine House update
Make A Will Week –
For the 6th year running,
from 16-20 October, local
solicitors and Will writers
will write a basic or
standard Will or update an existing Will in return for a
donation to the hospice. The professional’s time is being
offered to help raise vital funds, so any donation might be
guided by the usual Will writing fee, roughly equivalent to the
cost of a day of home visits from one of the Charity’s
community nurses, supporting people with life-limiting illness.
Participating solicitors in Chipping Norton include both
Bradley Saul in Market St and Dyakowski Gafford (Johnson &
Gaunt) in New Street. For further information and other
solicitors see please visit www.khh.org.uk/willweek.

Christmas events – Sign up for the traditional Santa Trail to
jog or walk in Santa suits on Sunday 26 November, at People’s
Park, Banbury. There will be a brass band and music from
Radio Horton, plus hot drinks for all taking part. Join the Santa
procession at 4pm into Banbury for the Christmas lights
switch-on. There's also the Christmas Trail – a children’s
treasure hunt for younger supporters. Tickets cost £15 for

adults, £8 for children and £40 for a family (2 adults & 2
children). The Lights of Love services to remember loved
ones this year include one in Banbury at St Mary’s Church on
Thursday 30 November at 7.15pm. Dedicate a light on the
Christmas tree and leave a handwritten message in a book of
remembrance – please visit www.khh.org.uk/lights. 

Rollright Friday night bingo
Make a date for a
Prize Bingo
evening in Great
Rollright Village
Hall on 20
October, raising money for a range of local village causes.
There’s a bar all evening – so come along, have a laugh and you
might even win some real cash! This is the fourth bingo night
this year, so far proving a great success to all – young and old
alike. Bring your friends and make a fun night of it. This is a
non-profit making event and all proceeds go to the Village
Hall, the Primary School and the Parish Church development.
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Future dates are 17
November and 8 December for the Christmas Special! Eyes
Down Look In!! For further info email: grrbingo@aol.com 

Duncan Midwood

Police & neighbourhood crime
Fatal New St road accident A motorcyclist and pillion
passenger were killed after coming off their white Suzuki GS
500 bike while driving up New St in Chipping Norton near
temporary traffic lights on Saturday 2 September. Police are
still seeking witnesses. Please contact PC Etheridge, based in
Bicester, via phone 101 quoting URN 870 2/9.

Girl assaulted outside Sainsbury’s – Around 9.45pm on
Saturday 5 August, a 15-year-old girl was sexually assaulted
outside Sainsbury's after being approached by a group of four
or five drunk men. Police descriptions said they were all white
men in their 40’s. Police are appealing for any information. Call
101 crime ref 43170232167

Assault on Town Hall Steps – On Sat 26 August, between
11.20pm and 11.30pm a 22-year-old man was assaulted at
Chipping Norton Town Hall steps. The victim was struck
around the head with a bottle, cut and went to the Horton.
Police described a white man, about 40, around 5ft 8ins,
stocky with short scruffy dark hair and beard, wearing a black
and red chequered lumberjack style shirt. The offender ran off
and left in a taxi. Call 101 quoting reference 43170254564
with information or contact Crimestoppers anonymously.

More shed break-ins – On 9 Sept there were a number of
shed and garage break-ins around Over Norton. Around
1.30am a suspicious male was seen jumping into gardens.
Another shed break on Cotswold Crescent awoke a resident
at 2.30am. If you have been a victim or have more information
on shed break-ins please call 101. Police say Chippy has had a
very high volume of shed breaks, and want more help from
the community.

Chippy area crime statistics – New data on Police.uk
shows 66 crimes in July in the Chipping Norton area including:
criminal damage and arson (15), thefts, shoplifting and
burglaries (22), violence and sexual offences (13), anti-social
behaviour (9), vehicle and other crime (7).
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Légion d’honneur for Reg Williams
In August the British Legion’s Chipping Norton branch, held a
reception at the Crown & Cushion Hotel to present their
member Reg Williams with the Légion d’honneur, awarded to

him by the French for his part in the liberation of France.
Present were Reg's wife Ruth and members of their family,
David Astor Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Lynda Atkins RBL
Oxfordshire County Chairman, Deputy Mayor Don Davidson,
the Rev’d Victor Story, members of Chipping Norton Royal
British Legion and their guests, and villagers from Little
Compton, where the Williams live. 

Lance Corporal Williams of the 2nd Battalion, the
Gloucestershire Regiment landed on Gold beach on 6 June
1944, D-Day. They fought their way off the beach and took the
town of Bayeux the following day. Reg was wounded in the
Battle of the Falaise Pocket in August 1944, evacuated back to
England and hospitalised for four months. When he recovered
he was sent to Vienna with the Allied commission in Austria.
After Legion President Linda Maia e Silva welcomed the
guests, Chairman Steve Kingsford recited the Ode for the Fallen
and the Rev Sturdy paid tribute to the Legion’s work before
saying a prayer for those who died in conflict. 

The Chairman paid tribute to Reg, recalling his service in
the Battle of Normandy and reading letters from the Duke of
Kent, Queen’s Colonel to the 1st Battalion, The Rifles which
absorbed the Gloucesters a few years ago, and from local MP,
Robert Courts. He then asked the Deputy Lord Lieutenant to
present Reg with his medal, which the Branch had had court
mounted. Flowers were presented to Ruth Williams and
souvenir Ted Devils parachutist Teddy Bears were given to
Reg's three great grandchildren. Mrs Williams then presented
our President, Linda Maia e Silva of the Crown & Cushion
with flowers and a pewter tankard to our Chairman for
organising the event. Steve Kingsford, Chipping Norton
Branch Chairman said; ‘Ruth contacted us to ask about getting
Reg’s medal mounted. When we heard he was unable to
attend the official reception, we were more than happy to
organise an event. We were delighted with the evening and we
had a good turnout, it was especially moving that Reg’s family
travelled to be with him. We are honoured and privileged to
have Reg as a member and to have hosted the occasion.’  

Certificates for Legion service
Earlier in the evening, Royal British Legion County Chairman
Lynda Atkins presented Pat Nolan with his certificate of
appreciation and badges for 45 years service to the Poppy
Appeal. She then presented branch committee member Phil
Nicks with a certificate of appreciation and branch life
membership for his stalwart service, rarely missing a meeting,
event or Poppy Appeal collection. 

Honouring an ATC veteran
On 31 July in a
surprise special
ceremony held at a
Monday Club
meeting at the
Crown & Cushion,
Peter Willers was
presented with an
ATC beret, badge
and Brassard.
Warrant Officer
Graham Coles of
194 Squadron,
Birmingham & Warwicks wing of the ATC made the
presentation, there being no-one available from the Chipping
Norton branch. The presentation came as a complete surprise
to Peter who was at the hotel for lunch with the Monday Club
of which he is a long standing member. Some time ago Peter
had enquired via a member of the Club as to whether he could
get a cap badge to replace his treasured one which he lost,
having had it since 1942. Peter joined the ATC in Chippy in
1942 and remained until he joined the Air Force and went to
war. Peter was one of the first to join Chippy ATC and is the
last man remaining of the original 136 Chipping Norton
Woodpecker Squadron. Members of the Monday Club had
organised the presentation, and Graham was thanked on their
behalf by Betty Hicks, the Club organiser.

For Valour and Service
The News is delighted to feature two recent ceremonies honouring Chipping Norton WW2 veterans and service

to the British Legion. Thanks to the Legion’s Steve Kingsford plus Cicely Maunder and Betty Hicks from the
Monday Club for these reports. 

Reg Williams, centre front row, pictured after the Awards
Presentation at the Crown & Cushion 

Graham Coles & Betty Hicks with Peter
Willers at the Monday Club presentation
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Chipping Norton Theatre
Sherlock Holmes and the Crimson Cobbles

The News team’s Gay Holden reviews the Theatre’s latest
homegrown production: 

If you enjoyed Around The World In 80 Days, then this surreal
Sherlock Holmes caper was never going to disappoint. It was
yet another superb Homegrown production from The
Theatre which galloped the audience at breakneck speed
through a tangle of murders attributed to Jack the Ripper,
very often backwards, just to clarify how on earth Holmes
reached his tortuous conclusions. The ingenious devices
which writer Toby Hulse (who also wrote 80 Days) conjured
up, kept all present guessing as to whodunnit until the very
end, forcing us up some extremely dark and fog-ridden blind
alleys along the way. Holmes (Alasdair Buchan) and Watson
(Ben Tolley) kept up the pace as the beloved heroes, while
Neal Craig played ‘Pretty Much Everyone Else’, from Inspector
Lestrade to Mrs Hudson (with a beard) and probably twenty
others in between, to the great delight of the audience. 

The set was so cleverly designed that it transformed, in a
flash, with the shutting or opening of a couple of cupboard
doors, from Holmes’ cosy study in Baker Street, into a bleak
Whitechapel street and even into Dr Jekyll’s surgery. The
staging with its atmospheric lighting and pea-souper fog added
to the overall feeling of lamplit Victorian London. 

Sherlock Holmes and the Crimson Cobbles now goes on
tour. If you missed it, you can catch up with the play in
Banbury at the Mill Arts Centre on 5 October or Pegasus
Theatre, Oxford on 27 October. Further details at
www.chippingnortontheatre.com for further details.

Take Part 

Spooky Steps Dance Workshop Thursday 26 October,
10am-1pm for 6-9 year olds. There will be a spooky-themed
morning of storytelling through dance and movement where
children will create their own group dance to share with
family and friends at 12.45pm. All welcome to come dressed
in spooky costumes! Upper Town Hall. £22. Bring a snack.

Plus see the latest programme and don’t forget your Panto booking
for Sleeping Beauty. Theatre Box Office 642350.

Festival at Blenheim Palace 
The Blenheim Palace Literary Festival of Literature, Film and
Music, from Thursday 12 to Sunday 15 October is a
celebration of books and literature with a wealth of well-
known speakers. There are over thirty categories; here are
some outstanding examples.

Music: New College Choir and Michael Collins – The world-
famous Oxford choir performs work by Monteverdi to
celebrate the 450th anniversary of his birth and mark the
opening of this year’s Festival. The performance will be
preceded by a short talk on Monteverdi by writer and priest
Fr Michael Collins – 6pm Thursday 12 October. 

Fiction: Alexander McCall Smith – This prolific and popular
writer talks with broadcaster Sue Macgregor about the music
and books that have influenced him. McCall Smith will select
some music to be played and read some of his favourite
passages. In the Orangery at 2pm Friday 13 October.

Literature: William Tyndale: A Very
Brief History –Writer and broadcaster
Melvyn Bragg explains what drove
Tyndale to create an English Bible
translation in the 16th century and
how his work brought about
profound change in the world, change
that still resonate today. In the
Orangery. noon Saturday 14 October.

Theatre: Much Ado About Nothing – Split Second Productions’
performance gained four and five-star reviews when staged at
Gloucestershire’s Berkeley Castle. This version is set during
World War II and follows Benedick, Claudio and a band of
returning soldiers as they visit the Duke of Messina and
quickly fall for the Duke’s daughter, Hero, and his niece,
Beatrice. Mishaps, misfortunes and multiple
misunderstandings make this one of Shakespeare’s most
charming and touching comedies. 10am Sunday 15 October.

Comedy: Just a Laugh a Minute – A
One-man Comedy Show with veteran
Nicholas Parsons taking his audience on
a humorous and nostalgic journey
through his long and eventful life.
Parsons  highlights with superb, and
often hilarious observation, those
events that have shaped his career.

12.30pm Sunday 15 October.
For full details visit www.blenheimpalaceliteraryfestival.com, For

other enquiries telephone 07444 318986 or email
info@blenheimpalaceliteraryfestival.com. Festival ticket holders
gain free entry to the palace grounds and gardens on the day of
their event.

Arts and crafts 
Art Exhibition: David Prentice: A Window on a Life’s Work, a
Selling Retrospective. This renowned artist in oils, watercolours
and other media founded Birmingham’s Ikon Gallery. His
subjects include dramatic cityscapes of London, and the
landscape of Skye. 7 October-4 November, The John Davies
Gallery, The Old Dairy Plant, Fosseway Business Park,
Moreton-in-Marsh see www.johndaviesgallery.com 

The Glories of English Watercolours: Lecture by Ann
Clements for the Cotswold Decorative & Fine Arts Society.

The cosy study in 221B Baker Street with Alasdair Buchan as
Holmes, Neal Craig as a bearded Mrs Hudson and Ben Tolley as

Dr Watson 

Photo: Tomalin Lightworks 
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11.30-12.30, (coffee from 11am), 11 October at Warwick Hall,
Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Non-members welcome,
(suggested donation £10). Note new time & venue

North Cotswold Arts Association: a demonstration by
Lyndi Allfrey on how to achieve subtle skin tones in portraits
at Broadwell Village Hall. 2-4pm.Wednesday 11 October,
Visitors welcome, £5 to include tea. Contact Frances 644425

The Society of Wood Engravers returns to The North

Wall Arts Centre, South Parade, Summertown with its
national touring exhibition of an entirely new selection of
amazing prints. Over 100 wood engravings, woodcuts and
linocuts by artists as near as Summertown to as far away as
Beijing showcase the wide range of effects and
interpretations. While standards are always high, prices can be
surprisingly modest; this is original ‘affordable art’. Monday-
Friday 10am-4pm, and noon-4pm on Saturdays. 18 October- 4
November

Poetry and Music 
6th Woodstock Poetry Festival: This event on 10-12
November attracts many accomplished poets and
entertainers. Here is a taste. Douglas Dunn, awarded the
Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry 2013, with Jim Carruth, Poet
Laureate of Glasgow 2014, plus other readings upstairs in
Woodstock Town Hall. A free Children’s Event at Woodstock
Library with Richard O’Brien. Woodstock Social Club hosts
Peggy Seeger, legendary singer and songmaker, with Bernard
O’Donogue and Delly WellyBoot Band and more. Tickets and
details: info@woodstockbookshop.co.uk, tel 01993 812760.

Winter Concert by the Burford Singers: Haydn – Missa
Cellensis (Mariazellermesse) with John Rutter’s tuneful
Requiem, providing a suitable contrast to Haydn’s rhythmic
excitement. Burford Singers with Cotswold Chamber
Orchestra leader Kate Bailey, Soprano Nardus Williams, Alto
Rebecca Coombs, Tenor Guy Elliott, Bass James Richardson,
Conductor Brian Kay. Sunday 7.30pm, 3 December Church of
St John the Baptist, Church Green, Burford. Tickets reserved
at £23, £19 and £15, unreserved £10. Postal booking (advised)
opens on 7 October, and telephone booking opens 30
October on 01993 822412 Online booking (unreserved only)
from 1 November via www.burfordsingers.org.uk. Booking in
person opens 16 November The Madhatter Bookshop 122,
High Street, Burford. Full details and booking form on
www.burfordsingers.org.uk.

Charlbury Refugees Action Group’s Tea Concerts: On
Sunday 15 October the players are a group called Improviso
with Fatima Lahham recorders; Elin White baroque violin;

Florence Petit baroque cello and Johan Löfving theorbo.
Sunday 5 November sees Clarinet trios with Antony Pay and
friends. All concerts are at 3pm, in Charlbury’s Memorial Hall.
Tickets £10 for adults, £5 for under 15s. You can buy or book
tickets in advance. Reservations by telephone 811558 or
email val.parker@cooptel.net.

Jazz on Saturdays at Blenheim Palace: at the Water
Terrace Café. The New York Jazz Trio on 7 October; The
Thames Trio on 21 October.

Oxfordshire Museum Woodstock 
20 Years of Treasure: 23 Sept-31 March. An exhibition
looking at the stories behind the 30,000 archaeological
objects reported to The Portable Antiquities Scheme in
Oxfordshire.

Peter Ross Exhibition: 30 Sept-29 Oct. Paintings by this
local Oxfordshire artist featuring churches in West
Oxfordshire and great artists and their work.

Nick Schlee – From drawing to painting: 7 Oct-12 Nov.
Discover how artists transfer what they first see to paper and
then to oils.

October Half Term activities: TOMTots Tuesday (24
Oct)10.30-11am Music, stories and rhymes for under-fives. £1
per child, £2.50 per family. Family Fun Drop-ins: Tuesday (24th) &
Thursday (26th) 2-4pm: Fun and creative crafts for all ages. £2
per child, £5 per family.

For more information on exhibitions, events and activities
please visit: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums.
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From the Sports Editor
Sometimes it has been said that there is nothing to do in the
Town. However if you look at our Sport, Clubs, Arts and Schools
pages, I might beg to differ. We have had a bumper response this
month and well done to everyone who has played sport in the
summer. With autumn, many of our sports ‘change over’ so good
luck to all for the new season … and I am sure there are some
more sports stories out there! Come on Chippy!

Graham Beacham

CN Football Club – 2016/17 roundup
The excitement of a new season and new signings increases –

while 2017 saw the retirement from first team football of club
legend Mark Corbett. To mark the occasion a testimonial
match and end of season bash in May was hosted at Enstone
Sports and Social club, (the Magpies’ current home for which
we are massively grateful). The match saw ‘the current crop’
(a mix of current first and reserve team players), against
Mark’s carefully selected (as age, mobility and fitness dictated)
legends (see pictures for faces you may recognise). The match
itself was a tight affair for the first ten minutes though as
fitness took its toll, an edgy chess-like game of defensive
excellence descended into a goal-scoring free for all. Legends
ran out 10-6 winners. What was especially pleasing, albeit not
for the purists, was the last 5 minutes including ‘substitutions’
of players for their children. One of Mark’s sons Thomas
Corbett was joined by Charlie and Sam McCabe, who will (we
hope) one day pull on the black and white stripes, maybe even
in Chippy. 

A great afternoon concluded with the end of season
awards night which included a new annual award, suggested by
Adam Hunt, called the Shaun Weller Trophy as part of Shaun
legacy along with his name always embroidered on every shirt.
The award acknowledges services above and beyond for the
Club’s greater good. The inaugural presentation was made by
Shaun’s parents to Tym Soper, the fully deserved winner.

Other 2016/17 awards included: 1st team Manager’s player
Mark Corbett; Top goal scorer Dan Bott; Players’ player Josh
Hunt; Young Player Brad Smith; Reserves Manager’s Player
Chris Mason; Top goal scorer Seany Collins; Players’ player
Graham Benfield; Young Player – Sam Mortimer.

The new season kicked off in September for both Firsts
and Reserves. Both squads have strengthened and a promising
pre-season bodes well for the upcoming campaign. Mark will
remain fully involved as a Club committee member and play
for the reserves as knees, family and golf permit; allowing him
to impart his ‘wisdom’ on a younger generation. Hopefully
Chippy supporters can make it out to Enstone to join Wes,
Annie, Gonz, Mikey etc on the touchline for wonderful
football and a cheap pint. (You can even catch the bus back!)
Fundraising is in full swing to keep the Club running with
initiatives in the pipeline including kit sponsorship raffle,
Christmas raffle and golf day – more to follow.

CNFC Committee

CN Cricket season roundup
On the whole not too bad a season – over too soon. The 1st

XI finished sixth in their league, a happier season than last
year and would have been even better if they had not lost
three or four close games. A big thanks to new captain James
McGeown for all his hard work, leading by example as top
wicket taker with 30 wickets. Top run scorer was Charith
Karawita with 381. The 2nd XI struggled, finishing eighth out of
nine, in a relegation spot. However with teams pulling out of
the league, they may not go down. A big thank you to captain
Sam Townsend for all his hard work. Sunday Cricket was a
struggle for getting people to play for us but a big thank you
to Sunday captain Lee Boswell. Some groundwork, club dinner
and AGM close the season – but there is indoor cricket for
some over the winter, before we think about 2018.

Graham Beacham

Junior Cricket
Two very successful
Presentation Nights
concluded the  Junior
Section’s 2017 season. – a
mixed year with the U9's and
U11's winning most matches
and the U13's winning their
Oxfordshire League pool
only just losing out in the
semi final. The U15's lack of
players meant younger
players had to make up the
team. But they played with a good spirit with some excellent
innings during the season from Ben Keevil Savage and Owen

U7 & U9 award winners 
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Michael in particular. Presentation night award winners were:
U7: Mathilda Howard, Meg Bates, Oliver Dangerfield, Dylan
Sparvell, Keiran Mulhearn and Sam Stafford with Mathilda
Howard taking the Overall Group Winners Trophy; U9: Stan
Jackman,Daniel Beacham,Harriett Hunt and Evie Maunder;
U11: Nathan Boswell, Hamish Bloom, Ed Burman and William
Burgess; U13: the whole squad plus Jake and Elodie Brown for

the League win and Laurie Husband for individual overall
winner; U15: Kaleem Niazi, Fletcher Griffin, Owen Michael
and Ben Keevil-Savage. The winner of the new Young Volunteer
Trophy was Danny Molyneux.

Huge thanks to coaches and all who made the season
possible. Anyone interested helping the coaches or coaching
themselves please contact Youth Coordinator Sue Powell at
bloxhamsue@aol.com or through the club website. The AGM
is Monday 4 December 7.30pm at Banbury Road Clubhouse.

Sue Powell

Bowls Club Finals weekend
Chipping Norton’s
Finals were held over
two days with an
enthusiastic crowd
and a wonderfully
prepared green.
Competitors eagerly
fought over the
various coveted
trophies. Drinks and
refreshments were
also on hand to

celebrate the Club’s 40th anniversary. The results were:
Men’s Singles: Winner: Nigel Siford Runner-up: John
Benfield; Ladies Singles: Winner: Pat Brown Runner-up:
Nicola Jones; 2 wood Singles: Winner: Mick Boobyer
Runner-up: Martin Acock; John Quinn Singles: Winner:
Martin Acock Runner-up: Mike Harris, Over 60’s Singles:
Winner: John Hurren Runner-up: Percy Hickman; Never
Won Singles: Winner: Martin Acock Runner-up: Roberta
Jarvie; Men’s Pairs: Winners: Tom Granville & Tim Sealey
Runners-up: Tony Backer-Holst & Jeff Martin; Ladies Pairs:
Winners: Alison Siford & Carol Martin Runners-up: Nina
Boulton & June McDonald; Open Pairs:Winners: Pat Brown
& Nigel Siford, Runners-up: Martin Sparks and John Benfield;
Married Couples: Winners: Rosie & Freddy Brooks
Runners-up: Alison & Nigel Siford.

No sooner has the Outdoor season finished but the
Indoor season kicks off. A busy programme starts on 2
October. For more information on what the Bowls Club has
to offer contact Carole Thornhill (01608) 652018.

Cotswolds Club junior golf
The Cotswolds
Club Junior Team
recently beat
T a d m a r t o n
Heath 3-0 in the
O x f o r d s h i r e
Junior League
Play-Off Final at
Kirtlington in
grim weather
conditions. The
Team’s practice
round the week
before had found
the course tough and weather difficult but this stood them in
good stead on the day! It was agreed that the pairs needed to play
as a team, communicate, and approach the match in a sporting
manner. The first pair – Michael Pearson & Jamie Allen, were 3
down after 7 holes but eventually won 2 &1. Matt Clacy and James
Duffy won 7 & 5 completely blowing away their opposition. Finally
Ian Coaker & Archie Sollis (only 9 years old and 3’6” inches tall)
finished the opposition off at the 17th winning 2&1. 

On the same day a younger and less experienced team
comprising Cameron Collie (the oldest at 12), Max O’Dell,
Kalan and Kian Niyarepola competed in the Smedley Shield
coming second out of eight other league teams. The future of
the Junior Section looks assured and the Club will represent
the Oxfordshire Junior League in the BB & O final at Reading
Golf Club in half-term. Junior Section Organiser Rick Allen
thanks all players, parents and supporters. 

SPORTS NEWS

Under 13 league winners at Presentation Night

Pictured l-r are Junior Section organiser, Rick
Allen, Ian Coaker, James Duffy, Captain

Michael Pearson (with trophy), Matt Clacy
and Jamie Allen. Archie Sollis is in front,
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Higher Energy Trampoline Club
The Club has begun its new term and is taking on new
members. Training is on Saturdays at Chipping Norton Leisure
Centre. Email higher-energy@hotmail.co.uk or call 07891
419793 for more information.

FourShires swimming update

In August swimmers from 4SSC and Banbury swim club went
to Culford School near Bury St Edmunds (pictured) for an
intensive week’s swim camp. Comments showed everyone
thoroughly enjoyed themselves: ‘Coaches Eye has helped me
concentrate on my technique… the starts, streamlining and
kick sessions have been beneficial…. sessions were fun but we
worked hard… Swimming, bowling, land training and making
friends’.  The Club hope to hold another one in 2018. 

On 9/10 September 28 swimmers took
part in a level 3 meet in Bristol. Out of
141 races the swimmers managed 84
personal bests between them, and an
amazing 22 golds, 6 silvers and 5 bronze
medals. Oscar Ward (pictured here)
was swimmer of the meet with 9 golds
from 9 races. Head Coach Kim
Weetman was very happy with these
results and thanked everyone for
support. On 16 September 4SSC has
been invited to Swim England Regional

Awards at Guildford – nominated in two categories. We hope
to have good news to report next month! Anyone interested
in a trial for the club contact membership@4SSC.co.uk

Philippa Upton

World Champion’s swimming scheme
A new personal training initiative for swimmers, devised by
Olympic silver medallist and two-time world 10km open
water swimming champion Keri-anne Payne is being launched
at Better’s Chipping Norton Leisure Centre  in the first week
of October. The new ‘Swim Doctor’ programme, for adult
swimmers, includes bespoke swimming programme cards,
guidance on technique and strength, regular progress reviews
and goal setting. Members and non members can have four
free taster sessions. The Leisure Centre say, ‘Figures from
Swim England show .... 93% of adults increase the amount
they swim as a result of sessions like these.’ To sign up for
taster sessions please  contact CN Leisure Centre on 644412
or email chipping.norton@gll.org. Further information on
https://www.better.org.uk/swim-doctor 

Monkey Dragon School of Karate 
Congratulations to
Naomi for grading to 11th

Kyu White/Red belt and
to Oona 10th Kyu
White/Yellow Belt. Both
well deserved. Anyone
interested in joining in
please come along
Thursday evening at
Chipping Norton Leisure
Centre, 6-7pm juniors
and 7-8pm teenagers and
adults or call 643903 or
07472 789346.

Julie Dowling

Chad U16s at England HQ 
The Chadlington U16 football team spent a glorious day at St
Georges Park, the England National Development Centre.

The team were treated to a morning’s coaching session and a
tour of the facilities. The squad are seeking additional players
– please email seymourmincer@ic24.net

K J Millard Ltd
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Air Cadets in the swim
It’s Sept-
ember and
136 ATC
Squadron is
busy as
always. At
the start of
the month,
the squad-
ron took
part in the annual wing swimming competition: our junior
boys came first, the senior girls came second with a combined
second place.

Seven cadets completed their radio courses and were
awarded their blue and bronze communications badges, and
two cadets completed advanced training in field craft, which
now allows them to attend next month’s Tactical Leadership
Course at the advanced level.

The squadron also had visits with 24 Squadron at RAF
Brize Norton and Kidlington Airport, where they visited the
Air Traffic Control and Fire Sections. We have also attended
the local Battle of Britain Parade in Banbury, the annual Wing
Activities Day, and the Wing’s sports’ trials which allows the
cadets to try out to join to the Wing’s Rugby, Football, Netball
and Hockey teams, at the end of the month.

We take cadets aged 12-years-old (and in year 8) and
over, and are also looking for new staff and civilian committee
members, no prior experience needed. To find out more visit
www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org

Cath Newport

Lions roar: ‘Reindeers Ahoy!’
At the beginning of last month we celebrated our 30th

birthday and the Centenary of Lions with a very enjoyable
dinner at the Crown and Cushion with partners and guests
including Lions from several other Oxfordshire Clubs. 

But those celebrations over, we are now planning our
fundraising activities for the coming months. First on the
agenda is our Annual Reindeer Race. A little earlier than
other years, on Saturday 18 November at the Crown &
Cushion, it is a great night of fun and laughter and gives the
reindeer a chance to limber up for the hard work ahead! So
make a note in your diary. Tickets are not yet on sale but if
you would like to consider sponsoring a race and so receive
some free tickets please contact Rob Caswell (646003), Steve
Holland (641121) or any Lion. We can also be contacted via
our website  – www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk. 

John Roxby

Open evenings with Chippy Folk Club 
This month featuring Sandy, Joni and Elvis. Another great night
in September, with some beautiful 3 and 4 part harmonies, a
bit of Elvis (never overstated), a bit of Sandy Denny (always a
pleasure) a lovely Joni Mitchell song from first time visitor
Sharon, plus The Yorkshire Song and The Poor Wayfaring Stranger
– to name but a few. It’s a rare opportunity these days to find
a place where you can just turn up and play (or listen!) but
that’s what we offer. So thank you to all our performers –
Verity, Ginny, Claire & Rachel, Lynne, Dave, Rosie & Paul,
Sharon, Rachel, Mandy & Patrick and Lefty – and to all those
who come to listen and tap their feet. Visitors often comment

on the friendly atmosphere of the Club and the great
ambience of our venue. We love being at The Artyard Café, and
we’d love to welcome you to our next meeting. We meet again
on Monday 9 October 7.45pm at the wonderful Artyard Cafe,
Oxford Rd, Enstone OX7 4NF. Sing, play, recite or just listen.
£1.50 on the door. Detaisl: www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

Rachel Chai

LETS – What is it? 
Local Exchange Trading Scheme. Did you know there’s one in
Chippy? Good old-fashioned bartering for goods and services
with no cash involved. More in next month’s News ready for
the next meeting on 20 November. For details contact
Heather Leonard (643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) 

Stargazers anticipate a busy autumn
As summer constellations
began to slip away and we feel
the cool breath of autumn, the
Sun, relatively inactive
throughout the summer,
decided to wake up providing
some spectacular sunspot
groups, and triggering off faint
aurorea for CN Amateur
Astronomy Group astro-
photographers to image.
Chippy stargazers are busy in

October beginning with Banbury Canal Day, then on Monday
16th we welcome astronomer Colin Stuart, presenter, author
and tutor at the Royal Observatory Greenwich to talk about
'Journeys through space and time' – all are welcome, 7.30pm
in the Methodist Hall. On Saturday 21st, weather permitting,
we will host a public Orionid Meteor Spotting evening at the
Rollright Stones – open to all but wrap up warm and bring
something to sit on – 7.30pm through to the early hours.
Another public event is on Thursday 26th at Daylesford
Organics – a great dark site – free but please book direct with
them. CNAAG will be taking advantage of clear autumn nights
to observe the incredible night sky. If you have an interest in
astronomy, space or the Universe come a long and see what
we do (details www.cnaag.com) no experience, equipment or
prior knowledge required – just your enthusiasm.

Robin Smitten

CNAAGer Alexandra 
Browne imaged these sunspots

in September
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Yacht Club tackle an old riddle
Our Autumn programme of dinner and talks started with the
return of well-known author, raconteur and Yachting Monthly
contributor Dick Durham, telling us about new research on
Erskine Childers, who wrote the enduring pre-WW1 spy
thriller The Riddle of the Sands – after cruising the Frisian
Islands in 1897, and seeing German warships in the Kiel Canal.
In the book co-hero Carruthers joins a friend on a boat in
these seas, London being achingly boring in summer when
‘everyone’ has gone to the country. 

Our informal
gatherings through the
summer, when perhaps
‘everyone’ is away
sailing, were well
attended. We had local
pub nights, a BBQ, a
visit to local Beal Park
Boat Show (‘Britain’s
most relaxed boat
show…’ according to
Classic Boat), an outing
aboard one member’s
yacht, a Scalextric competition at another member’s house,
and a visit to the Southampton Boat Show – one of the
largest in Europe. 

For our programme and to book visit www.CNYC.co.uk.
If you are not a member but have an interest in boats and the
sea, canal, gravel pit or river, why not join? We are an
interesting bunch and there’s absolutely no need to own a
boat. You are welcome to come along to test the water. Email
membership@cnyc.co.uk to find out more.

Roger Backhaus

Recorder Society workshop
The N Cotswold Society of Recorder Players will meet at
Sandford St. Martin Parish Hall on 28 October from 2.30 to
5pm. Our guest conductor will be Anne Childs. All are
welcome but the session is not suitable for beginners. Please
bring a music stand and recorders. Visitor’s fee £4. For further
details contact Rosalie Cornwallis on 641037.

MS Society highlights the invisible 
Many ‘disabled’ people don’t always have a visible disability,
including many with MS (Multiple sclerosis) who may have any
of these:
• Poor bladder control – so when the loo is needed it is

needed there and then
• Fatigue – not just tiredness but a whole body shutdown of

usable energy.
• Pain – not the sort that can be treated by

paracetamol/aspirin but a deep crippling pain that may
appear suddenly and last even with appropriate treatment.

• Poor balance – feeling wobbly or actually falling over, they
are NOT drunk.

Please try to understand that these are why they have a Blue
Badge or a Radar Key, they may well have a need that you
can’t see, so that is why we don’t park our cars in Blue Badge
spaces (even if we are going to be very quick!) or use toilets
designed for the disabled (if you do, it could be your fault that
someone has just made a mess on the floor) or accuse people
of being drunk. These are just some examples of invisible

difficulties facing people with MS. Thank you for your
understanding and patience; some knowledge may help so
please do come and see me at the West Oxfordshire Group
MS Stand in the Town Hall on Wednesday 11 October 10am-
2pm at The Better Health Day organised by your local PPG. 

For more information, to ask for help or to volunteer for
the West Oxfordshire group then please contact me Tel:
645988 or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk

Peter Branson

Probus sample whisky and gin!
With a short introductory video presentation and expert
guidance from the staff, Chipping Norton Probus Club
members viewed the production process of the local
Cotswold Distillery Company, which produces both whisky
and gin. Members were shown the process and the stills, one
for the gin, which can be sold immediately, and two (named
Janet and Mary) for the whisky which needs to be matured
for at least three years before it can be sold. Moving on to the
warehouse, we were able to see the stock of barrels, including
sherry casks, Bourbon barrels and large French wine barrels,
in which the whisky matures, picking up its colour from the
wood of each barrel.

Members were then able to enjoy tasting the gin, as well
as a sneak preview of the three-year-old single malt whisky, on
sale in October. A very successful visit followed by a most
convivial lunch at The Cherrington Arms, which completed an
enjoyable and stimulating day. Cheers!

Retired business and professional men are welcome to
join us. Details www.chippingnortonprobus.com. 

Chris Bramley

Summer sailing for yachters
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social club – eyes down at 7pm on 15 October (lots of fun
and excellent prizes!) In between all this we plan camps and a
midnight challenge weekend. 

Railway Club explore camping coaches
On 5 September Mike
Fenton returned to talk
about GWR Camping
Coaches. A subject dear to
his heart; in 1999 he wrote
a book about it. In the early
1930s several Railway
Companies, including the
Great Western Railway,

introduced this novel holiday booking. It proved to be very
popular. They were based mainly on the West Coast: Wales,
Devon and Cornwall. But, locally, there was one situated at
Bourton-on-the-Water Railway Station. Mike showed very
good slides of families enjoying themselves, sitting on deck
chairs, dressed rather formally by today’s standards! The
coaches were raised off the ground and access was by rather
rickety ladders! Today, there are still a dozen or so dotted
around the country. Pleasingly for me there is one at St
Germans Station in Cornwall, an ex-GWR Travelling Post
office (pictured above). Before the First World War my Great
Great Uncle George was Stationmaster there for many years.
Mike and his wife also provided an unusual musical interlude,
singing and playing the Zither and a Dulcimer! Well received!

The speaker on 3 October will be our old friend, Michael
Clemens, showing more of his Archive Railway films. On 7
November Tim Bryan will return to talk about GWR
between the Wars. Tim was previously the Curator at the
Steam Museum in Swindon and is now based at the Gaydon
Motor Museum. Do come along for a convivial evening of
Steam and just occasionally, Diesel travel. New members and
visitors are always most welcome. You will meet new friends
and enjoy a free cup of tea or coffee and biscuits. 

Estelle Brain 641586 

Distant horizons for CNWI
On 13 September Martin & Maggie Hannant treated Chipping
Norton Women’s Institute to a fascinating travelogue through
China. Their clear PowerPoint presentation took us from
Shanghai to Beijing with buildings old and new via a river
cruise, panda breeding centre and the truly amazing Great
Wall of China and Terracotta Warriors. Describing the trip as
a marvellous but not relaxing holiday. Martin & Maggie
certainly gave an enlightening insight into a vast country full of
contrasts. At our next meeting on Wednesday 11 October
Christopher & Margaret Bond will entertain us with another
programme of well chosen poetry. Visitors and new members
are welcome to join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Busy local Amnesty Group 
Summer is almost over and our fundraising will finish with our
street collection in Witney on 23 September. The money
raised so far has gone to our Head Office and we celebrated
with a cheerful pot luck supper at a member's house. As for
future plans, on 12 October we will have a speaker, Graham
Minter, who will talk to us about Amnesty and South America.
On 9 November we will have our annual 'Write for Rights'

CLUB NEWS

Scouting News 
Beavers Riverside Colony has started the new term and
what fun we’ve had! We met some new beavers who have just
joined us. You would never have thought they were new as
they just got on with it. We say goodbye to Oliver, Ambrose,
Izzy, Harriet and Flo. Congratulations to Flo for doing badge
work in the summer to enable her to get the Chief Scout’s
Bronze Award before going up to cubs In a couple of weeks,
we will be doing a community project with the lovely Co-op
and staff.

Cubs welcomed eight new members at the start of term and
the new recruits were quickly put to work helping to erect
tents and a dining shelter. The cubs have started working
towards the Athletics Activity badge and are looking forward
to a district camp with a pirate theme.

Scouts started the new school year by welcoming eight new
members who had moved up from Cubs. This term the Scouts
will be doing the Creative and World Challenge badges; they
will be visiting The Rollright Stones, a Buddhist Temple and
going to watch Freestyle gymnastics. Many of the Scouts are
looking forward to County Patrol Camping Weekend
(CPCW) where they get to camp without the direct
supervision of a leader! This involves pitching their own tents
and cooking on open fires.

Explorers restarted term with a hike which will lead on to a
navigation skills badge. We are also busy fundraising for the
new Scout hut. You may have seen us parking cars at Enstone
show and packing bags at the Co-op. We would love you to
come to our Harvest Bingo evening at Enstone sports and
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session where we send off cards to political prisoners
throughout the world. All are welcome to these sessions:
7.30pm, Lower Town Hall. For further details contact Barbara
Walters (643750).

Over Norton WI try tea tasting
Eight members had
a very pleasant
afternoon wander-
ing around
Rousham gardens
for Over Norton
WI’s summer
outing in August.
ONWI continues
to meet at the
Village Hall in Over
Norton on the
third Thursday of
the month. The meeting on 19 October is the group general
meeting when Hugh Warwick will entertain and inform
members about Hedgehog Conservation. On 16 November
Mike Bunston, Ambassador for Sri Lankan Tea board will be
hosting a tea tasting which should be a very interesting
evening. New members welcome contact:
fran.buckel@btinternet.com or 644425

Over Norton WI member
Frances Buckel, adds: ‘There are
Fairies at the bottom of my
garden!’ Frances applied for a
first time visitor’s grant to
attend Denman, the WI
founded college and was given a
place on a Powertex sculpture
course making fairies and other
figures. She said, ‘It was great

fun, learning a new skill, I’ve never made an armature before
which we did with garden wire which was then covered with
old material coated in Powertex. It was rather messy but I
was pleased with the results. We had lots of laughs.’ Denman
College offers a vast variety of courses, from cookery, cheese
making, drawing, photography, crafts to name a few. Bursaries
are still open to apply for Denman for WI members. Contact
your WI secretary or visit www.denman,org.uk for details.

Charlbury group’s support for refugees
Since September 2015, 8,500 refugees, including many
children, have died crossing the Mediterranean. The tougher
the EU and European governments get, the more people die.
Since the EU switched from search and rescue to destroying
smugglers’ boats, the smugglers have switched from wooden
boats to rubber dinghies. NGOs such as Médecins sans
Frontières (MSF), Save the Children and SOS Méditerranée
have tried to fill the gap in search and rescue, but they are
now being accused of collusion with the smugglers (by
answering distress calls), and rescue boat crews have been
arrested for assisting illegal immigration. Charlbury Refugee
Action Group has continually called on the government to
create safe and legal routes for refugees, cutting out the need
for smugglers, thus ending this death toll. This, along with an
end to the criminalisation of rescue, is the only long-term
solution, and CRAG will continue to make this demand, asking

our MPs to urge the government to fulfill its moral and legal
obligations to child refugees. To learn more about CRAG, get
involved, join or make a donation, check out our Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/charlburyrefugee, or you can email
charlburyrefugee@gmail.com, or (if you wich to to donate
and include Gift Aid), go to: https://mydonate.bt.com
/fundraisers/charlburyrefugee.

U3A – more than meets the eye
In September we had an interesting talk from Anne Neish on
the art of glass fusion and glass painting. There is rather more
to this than meets the eye, with different types of glass,
specialist paints, and even the heating/cooling cycle of the kiln
playing a critical part. Anne brought along some samples so
that we could see the finished effects.

The outing to Stonor Park near Henley-on-Thames in
September was a great success. The house and estate, owned
by the same family for some 800 years, was opened for us to
have a private viewing. 

The next monthly meeting is on 4 October and
welcomes Anney Harris (co-founder of the Beatrix Potter
Society) to give an illustrated talk about Beatrix Potter, who
was more than just an author of engaging children's books.
She was also an artist, scientist, and conservationist. Then on
1 November Anthony Benn will give a talk about Charles
Darwin.

To find out more about U3A, Special Interest Groups,
trips and outings, why not come along to the meeting on 4
October at 2.30pm in the Methodist Hall. Free to U3A
members, guests/visitors are welcome at £2. Details
www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton or call 646578.

Martin Davies

Burford & Kingham Rotary roundup
The Club was involved in various fundraising events over the
summer but the big event for the autumn, was a charity cycle
ride from Burford to Paris to raise funds for the Burford-
based Contented Dementia Trust which provides support for
those with dementia. Three riders plus support vehicle
travelled over four days at the end of September. Please visit
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/rotaryclubofburfordandkin
gham if you wish to support their efforts with a donation.

Following the disastrous mud slide in Sierra Leone we
bought a ShelterBox. These sturdy boxes are designed to help
people who have lost everything. The contents differ slightly,
depending on the disaster and climate. For further
information please visit https://www.shelterbox.org/about (&
donate!)

On 20 October we will be supporting a Charity Bridge
Drive at Broadwell Village Hall. Call Val Clark on 01451
830684 for tickets (£15 for play & lunch).

Recent guest speakers at our weekly meetings have
described the Trussell Trust and the North Cotswolds
Foodbank, the experiences of a human rights monitor in East
Jerusalem and the art of wood-turning. David Brown will be
talking about The Scuttling of the Grand Fleet in Scapa Flow
on 30 October. We occasionally meet in local restaurants and
arrange theatre trips including to see performance of The
Island and Sherlock Holmes & the Crimson Cobbles at
Chipping Norton Theatre.

Please email Club Secretary, Terry Best
(terry.a.best@btinternet.com) to find out more about the
Club.
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Chipping Norton Flower Club
July meeting saw Julia Mitchell demonstrating A Day at the
Races with some amazing flowers and stories. On 26 October
Arnauld Metairie will be demonstrating From My Garden
Shed. We are busy with plans for Christmas – our open
meeting is on 23 November and our chosen charity is to be
Chippy Scouts. We also have plans for a Christmas Craft Fair
on 18 November, so please put the dates in you diaries –
more details in next month’s News. Contact Ann on 01608
683289 or email snips59@icloud for more information.

Elaine Parsons

NOOG examine bugs and bees
In September
North Oxon
Organic Gardeners
had a light-hearted
quiz to see if we
could recognise
insects we may see
in our gardens, and
then decide if they
were friend or foe. Much discussion ensued on how we
should tolerate some ‘pests’ as they are food for beneficial
creatures. On Wednesday 4 October we’ll get the inside story
about the creation and development of a local Community
Supported Agriculture scheme – essentially, a veg box scheme
for members – when Emma Harris Bass gives an illustrated
talk on the Chadlington Kitchen Garden (pictured here). Our
November meeting, on the 1st, is on ‘Honeybees’. Local
apiarist Paul Embden will show us how important these
insects are to our lives and the problems they face.

Do join us. Our meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of the month in Chippy’s Parish Rooms, starting at 7.30pm.
Members: £1, visitors: £3. For enquiries about NOOG contact
tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Chippy Ramblers at Shipston
Six of us met on such a damp grey day that I was surprised so
many turned up! But we had a very enjoyable walk, starting
from Shipston-on-Stour, across fields and down minor roads,
back to Shipston for tea and cake in the George. Not a spot
of rain despite the forecast and the dark clouds, and as always
it was much nicer being outside than just looking at a dull day
out of a window. We meet on the first Sunday of the month
in the New Street carpark, get into two or three cars and
make for the start of the walk – a different one each month!
On 5 November we will leave at the earlier time of 1.30,
because of darker evenings (oh dear!). We go at a leisurely
pace for a couple of hours and new members are always very
welcome to join us. For more information contact  Heather
Leonard (643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or you
can email me via jennyharrington@btinternet.com

Jenny Harrington 

Chippy Labour Party events
The highlight of September was an Evening with Angela
Rayner, Shadow Education Secretary. This was just the latest
in a series of visits by prominent Labour MPs. Next on the list
will be Keir Starmer, Shadow Brexit Secretary.

But it is not all about politics. On 13 October there will
be another Jazz Evening, this time in Witney. On a lighter note,

on 3 November we will be holding another Quiz and Chips
evening at The Chequers. 

Finally, a reminder that our two District Councillors,
Laetisia Carter and Geoff Saul, are always available to help
with issues you may have. Contact either of them or drop in
at the monthly surgery.

If, like us, you think that a party's policies are what really
matters, why not come along to one of our regular meetings
or social events. Contact me, David Heyes, at
davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk for more information.

Single File for company & conversation
Single File members have enjoyed a variety of activities over
the summer including country walks, films at Chippy Theatre,
a sculpture exhibition at Kiftsgate Gardens, the Charlbury
Riverside Festival, canoeing on the river Wye and the
Moreton Country Show. Still to come are visits to Heythrop
Zoological Gardens, a music and supper evening at Little
Compton village hall, a trip to see a Status Quo tribute band
and a piano recital.

Single File is a vibrant club for unattached people aged 45-
75 who enjoy one another's company and conversation and
respect each other's individuality and lifestyle. It offers
friendship and support and the opportunity to get out,
socialize and to try out various activities that you may not
have previously considered. Anyone interested in joining can
do so via our website:www.meetup.com/single-file-chipping-
norton or telephone 07765 598518 and leave a message. The
first two visits are free of charge and a complimentary drink
is offeed at your first club night. These are held fortnightly on
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Friday evenings from 8pm in the lounge at the Crown &
Cushion Hotel, the next are on 13 and 27 October.

Healthy weeding with the Green Gym
The rain has not been kind to us this
month but some hardy souls still
turned up and carried on working on
two horrid Wednesdays. Other
weeks we have been luckier and we
enjoyed the sunshine at Kingham
Millennium Wood where we cleared
the undergrowth that was
threatening newly planted trees. We
have continued to weed the flower
beds at the front of the Chippy
Health Centre and finished laying the
paths round the raised beds there.
We have also finished repairing the
stone wall between the Leisure Centre and the track by the
allotments. At the Community Orchard at the far end of the
Common we scythed the grass (how it has grown!) and
weeded around the fruit trees. We also weeded beds at St
Mary’s School ready for the children to plant veg or flowers.

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and
welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there
are jobs for all! Lifts may be available and there is no joining
fee. Come and enjoy working in lovely places and in good
company. More on our website www.chippygreengym.org or
email me on jennyharrington@btinternet.com.

Jenny Harrington 643269

Horticultural season starts
Chipping Norton Horticultural Association’s autumn/winter
season starts in October. The first speaker is James Campbell
– chief executive of Garden Organic, Ryton. The meeting is on
18 October at 7.30 in the usual venue, Chipping Norton
Methodist Church hall. New members and visitors welcome
– £10 annual membership/£3 per meeting for visitors. Visit
www.cnha.uk or  call the secretary, Eileen Forse, 643275  for
details of forthcoming speakers .

UKIP Corner.
With our Conference at the end of September and the
announcement of our new Leader, there is not much to
report, but there will be a full analysis of our activities in the
West Country next month. As usual the net is the best place
to get information with the UKIP Daily website and our
County FaceBook pages (search FB for UKIP Wantage who
are running the County page) being good places to start.
Please check the candidates carefully, whoever takes over has
to steer the Party from the single issue of Brexit into the
wider world of national politics. Since the Referendum the
Party has lost direction, so we need a Leader with vision and
the ability to bring the membership and hierarchy together as
we move forward into the post Brexit world. The political
conference season is upon us though this year could be
different as I expect everyone will be pussyfooting round
Brexit, the elephant in the room! As always, I am happy to chat
about what is going on in the world of politics, so stop me in
town or mail me on UKIP.ChippingNorton@Gmail.com

Jim Stanley



sport against, the South African students. We know from
previous ex-
perience they take
their sport very
seriously and so it
proved across all 12
matches and the
three sports. To
their credit our
students never gave
up and can be
proud of their
efforts and
s p o r t s m a n s h i p
across all matches –
hopefully they can
take this

experience into the new sporting season at school. The PE
Department were very proud of the effort made by all the
students and hope to offer another Sports tour in 2020.

After two years of preparation, fundraising and training 49
students embarked
on our third Sports
Tour to South Africa
– an incredible 16
days filled with a
huge range of
experiences the
students will never
forget. These
included visiting
Table Mountain and
Robben Island,
watching penguins
on the beach, visiting
a township and Zulu
village, a water park,
segwaying along the beach, a hippo cruise and then to top it
all off an evening and morning safari game drive. Of course
the main reason for the trip was to be stay with, and play
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Chipping Norton School
Sports Awards 2017: We celebrated outstanding sporting
success and effort at our annual Sports Awards celebration –
now in its 9th year! Over 200 students, parents and teachers
were present to witness the awards being handed out, including

dedication to sport awards, sportswomen and sportsman of
the year awards and team of the year. We were fortunate to
have former Olympic triple jumper Vernon Samuels on hand to
present the trophies. It was a fantastic evening; congratulations
to all those nominated for an award and good luck to all
students for the forthcoming sports season. 

Summer School 2017: In partnership with the Chipping
Norton Co-op store and the charity Thrive, the School was
able to offer a group of 21 students, who would be joining the
school in September, a chance to attend a summer school. An
action-packed week had been planned and the students were
eager to make some fond memories and some new friends
before starting school. 

After a treasure hunt around the school, the students had
a first-hand experience of what Technology lessons will be like
at CNS by making and decorating 3D shapes. They were

introduced to the Food Technology rooms by Mrs Vickers and
shown how much fun it would be to both cook and bake. The
students made their own fajitas for lunch and produced some
beautiful decorated cupcakes. 

The students also
conquered their fears
by having a go at
handling some reptiles,
including a bearded
dragon and a python. 

They explored
maths throughout the
ages from ancient
Egyptian numbers

through to mathematical symbols that we are familiar with
today. They even managed to create some number bunting to
have at home to remember tricky number sequences such as
prime numbers or the troublesome 8 times table.

After a very busy week the summer school came to an
end and the students involved had gone from being strangers
to forging friendships that the staff hope will last a lifetime. 

CNPS news: We are looking forward to welcoming Year 4, 5
and 6 pupils and their
parents to some
exciting autumn Family
Focus workshops
which run from 16 to
19 October. Families
will have the chance to
create a masterpiece at
‘Art Challenge’, build a
trebuchet at a Design
& Technology work-
shop, discover the meaning of life at the ‘Philosophy: Think Big!’
session, and learn essential first aid with the St John
Ambulance. Booking forms, which have been distributed to the
partnership primary schools, should be returned to Chipping
Norton School as soon as possible to secure a place. 

CNS Sports Tour 2017 

Olympic triple jumper Vernon Samuels pictured with CNS
students at the recent Sports Awards evening
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St Mary’s Primary 
Foundation Unit: This September, we welcomed lots of
new children into Acorn Class. They have settled in brilliantly

and are busy exploring inside and outside. Staying for lunch
has been a very new experience for them but they are all
enjoying this part of the day. Popular activities, this week, have
included the tyre swing and mud kitchen outside and dressing
up in the Three Bear's cottage inside. We are really looking
forward to the exciting year ahead.

Summer Update: During the summer holidays, the builders
were very
busy at
school. The
Year 5/6
cloakrooms,
toilets and
art area had
a total refit.
We have
i m p r o v e d
the whole
area with

completely new toilet facilities, including new cubicles and
wash basins. The entire art storage area was refurbished with
new cupboards, sinks and flooring. All three classrooms were
also refurbished with new carpets and blinds, and were all
freshened up with a new coat of paint. We also installed the
latest interactive screens for each classroom which will
enhance teaching and enable more active learning. The
upgrade of the facilities was funded by The Diocesan Board, St

Mary’s C of E (Aided) Primary School and the Governors’
Trust Fund. This is part the of the continuous improvement
plans of the school. Mim Rafiq Year 6 said ‘The Classrooms
look so spacious, they look much bigger and tidier!’ Mrs
Hollander added ‘The Children are taking great pride in their
new environment”.

Year 5/6 trip to Winchcombe Railway Station: The
children of
year 5/6 went
to visit
Winchcombe
Railway Stat-
ion for an
‘evacuat ion
experience’.
A steam train
was waiting
for us, it was
so  amazingly
EXCITING!
We were
having a blast, until… a mysterious man came on the train, it
was FREAKY! We had to look for clues like detectives to find
out if he was a German spy. On his way through the centre of
the seats, he dropped a letter and it was written in German.
He was the German spy! Suddenly, the train stopped. We
weren’t allowed to get off the train until they had captured
the spy. Within a blink of an eye, the spy was caught red
handed by Mrs Pike and Mrs Burman. After we got off the
train, we learned how to put fires out in the 1940’s. It was a
hard challenge and some people got incredibly wet. We were
shown how to use the hose and pump to refill the buckets
with water. 

The next activity was quite scary and nerve-racking, it
was an Air Raid. It was realistic and frightening for everyone.
But, we were all safe in a shelter with all our friends. We met
a lady called Mrs Wise who had been an evacuee between the
ages of four and eight. We heard that she was evacuated to a
loving family, but during her war experience, she was moved
twice and nearly killed by a bomb!

Finally, we had a classroom experience where we looked
at lots of artefacts, such as gas masks and toys from the 1940s.
We had a fantastic time and we are really excited about the
rest of our topic this term.

By Madeline Palmer and Daisy Fagan

Year 1/2 launch:
For our launch
lesson in Term 1
we made some
abstract art
pictures of our
five senses using
equipment from
the classroom.
We chose the
equipment that
linked with each
of our five senses to produce the piece of artwork. ‘It was
pretty hard to make the pictures’ said Blake. ‘It was very
enjoyable’ added Owen. ‘It was fun!’ shouted Rafael. ‘It was
exciting’ replied Morgan.
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Welcome: We would like to extend a very warm welcome
to all the new families and children who have joined us here

at Holy Trinity. We would also like to welcome new staff
member, Mrs Maggie Tew, who will be working in Reception
class. We are delighted that she has joined our warm and
friendly school. If you are interested in your child starting at
Holy Trinity in September 2018, please contact Cathy or
Maria in the school office: 01608 643487 to arrange a visit. We
are happy for you to meet our Headteacher, staff and children
and take a tour of our happy, thriving school.

Year 6 Residential: Good luck to our Year 6 children who
are going to Yenworthy in Devon on their residential. Look
out for their reports and photographs from their trip in the
next edition.

After School Clubs: We are delighted to offer so many
after school clubs. Children can enjoy a host of activities from
Coding Club, Gym Club, Art Club, Sport and our Holy Trinity

Choir, conducted by Simon Gray from the County Music
Service.

Breakfast Club and H T Active: Our Breakfast Club and
After School Club are both continuing to be well attended
and provide wrap around care from 8am to 6pm on a daily
basis, term time only.

PTA: We would like to thank our PTA for all their hard work
and support they have given to our school over the last year
in particular Chair Marsha Rickard. We will be holding our
welcome disco for the whole school on Friday 6 October.
This is a wonderful opportunity for our new parents and
children to have a great evening. The PTA will also be hosting
a car boot sale in the school car park on 14 October. See
advert below for details.

We are looking forward to another happy and successful year
at Holy Trinity.

Town Nursery
We started the new academic
year by moving children through
into their new areas. We have
welcomed some new children and
their parents into the nursery and
hope they enjoy their time with
us. The vegetable garden in our
field is still providing us with beans
and the apple tree is laden with
the most delicious fruit. The whole outdoor area has been
updated with some nice new wooden signs pointing the
children to the different areas and activities on offer. The field
and wood provides many forest school opportunities and our
outdoor classroom provides a useful area for the older
children to keep activities flowing from one day to the next
without having to pack everything away. 

Our nursery school classes (N3 & N4) engage in all the
activities that are necessary to prepare the children for
school and it is an advantage for our children that they do not
need to leave the nursery to experience the benefit of a
preschool. We believe that the environment and support we
offer children, especially in the outdoors, enables them to
discover, investigate and develop their own competences.
Once in the Nursery School classes they will also be engaging
in activities they will meet once they start school.

Bledington Primary 
Our school motto, ENJOY, ENGAGE, CHALLENGE describes
what we want for all of our pupils, both academically, socially
and emotionally. We encourage all children to take delight in
learning, participate in a wide variety of activities and push
themselves to try new things. Our school values;
Responsibility, Love, Reliability, Courage, Wisdom and
Teamwork, get our pupils thinking positively and talking about
their individual and shared behaviour. Pupils and staff are
proud to belong to Bledington Primary. Our recent Parent
questionnaire found that the overwhelming majority of
parents feel that Bledington is a welcoming, friendly school
where their children are happy and learn well. There were
many positive comments and also some very constructive
comments about how the school could improve. These have
been considered as we plan for this academic year and for
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future years.
I am happy to announce that our Garden Project is

almost complete! MandyRae and her team, alongside the
pupils in Green Class, are putting the final touches to the
Outdoor classroom and the flower beds next week. The
Garden will have an official opening party on 13 October.

Our next project; new infant classrooms, will be
constructed during the second half of this Autumn term. The
plan is that they will be ready for us to move into after
Christmas! We are all very excited about the new build and
look forward to watching as it progresses..

Middle Barton Primary 
Autumn has returned and – after a long and lovely summer
break – so have our pupils, along with 21 new Foundation
Stage pupils (pictured here). This year school numbers have
grown once more and we have an additional class and

welcome a new teacher – Miss Reynolds – to Year 1. It’s great
to see the school continue to grow and flourish, especially
after the ‘Good’ Ofsted grading from the recent inspection in
the summer term.

The Vision and Curriculum evening held on 7 September
saw the head teacher, Mrs Tailby, introduce staff and governors
to the parent body and present the School Plan for the
coming year. Families also had an opportunity to visit
classrooms to hear from teaching staff about the year ahead.
Thank you to all those families who made time to come along.

Our value of the term is ‘care and compassion’ and we
pride ourselves on being a setting in which everyone displays
these qualities and promotes these beliefs daily. Some of the

enrichment opportunities available to pupils this term include
a Willow Class visit to Oxford Theatre, the annual Junior
Citizen experience for Oak Class, outdoor learning events,
including Forest Schools, and many and various after school
clubs which run every afternoon. 

Acorns Primary
Reading success: Well done to the children who completed
the summer holiday Library Reading Challenge run by the
local libraries. There was a super response from Acorns pupils,
who are pictured here with certificates earned by reading at

least six books.. Sheldon Bosley Knight, a local firm of Estate
Agents are sponsoring The Stour Federation Partnership
Children’s Book of the Month for 2017-18 sheme. This will
fund a picture book and chapter book each month for the
Partnership school libraries.

Open Mornings: Our happy and friendly school is rapidly
reaching capacity but we do have some spaces. If you would
like to visit the school and meet with Headteacher please
make an appointment with the office (tel 01608 684654 or
email admin2639@we-learn.com) Parents and carers are

Dyakowski Gafford 
So lic i tors

We offer an efficient, friendly & personal

service in conveyancing of res i den tial &

business premises

* wills & probate * leases & tenancies *

* free stor age of wills & other documents * 

HOME VIS ITS NO PROB LEM

2 New Street  Chip ping Norton  OX7 5LJ

Tel: (01608) 643051  Fax: (01608) 641019

Email dg@dgcn.co.uk
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welcome to visit the school at any time. We are holding
dedicated open mornings 16-20 October.

Kingham Primary 
September is always busy and
at Kingham we were delighted
to welcome a new cohort of
children into the Foundation
classroom. They had a very
busy and successful first week.
Friends were made, pictures
were drawn, playdough was
moulded, masterpieces were
painted, jigsaws were
completed, technology was
explored and trikes were
ridden. Miss Jenkinson and the
whole of the Reception team
were very proud of how each

child settled into a new routine and are looking forward to a
wonderful start to their school journey. Elsewhere in the
school, all children were getting familiar with new classrooms
and routines. Fresh topics started: from Africa in Year 1 and 2,
Vikings in Year 3 and 4 and the Tudors in Year 5 and 6. A new
celebratory behaviour system was launched, new initiatives
such as Talk 4 Writing and Maths Passports begun. It looks as
if everyone is in for a busy year. 

Thank you to everyone who voted for us at the Tesco
stores – we were voted first and received a grant of £3500
which paid for our Smooga multi-sport arena (pictured
above) to aid zoning our playground for PE and break times.

Sibford School
Gold award: The School has been awarded the prestigious
Gold School Games Mark, which recognises its sporting
activities in
2016/17. Head,
Toby Spence,
said, ‘This is a
fabulous start
to the new
school year
and reflects
the variety
and breadth of
the sporting
opportunities
the school offers. In particular, it marks the fact that we
continue to engage over 70% of our pupil population … from
Years 3 through to Year 13 … in extra-curricular activities or
fixtures. It also reflects the fantastic efforts of our PE
department (some of whom are pictured above) and the
support of the wider staff who enable pupils to be out of
lessons to attend various events and then help them to catch
up on any learning they might have missed. I am delighted that
the hard work and commitment of our team have been
recognised by this accolade’. The School Games Mark is a
government-led awards scheme launched in 2012 to
recognise schools for their commitment to the development
of competition across their school and into the community. 

Open Morning: Sibford School hosts an Open Morning on
Friday 6 October from 9.45am. For further details visit the
website or call Elspeth on 01295 781203.

Kingham Hill School
Record results: Kingham Hill School pupils have raised the
bar by setting school
records for GCSE
and A level.

48% of GCSE
pupils gained A* to A
grades; 71% A* to B
and an incredible 91%
A* to C. With the
new grading system
for Mathematics, our
pupils impressed with 90% gaining 4 or above and a third
achieved an 8 or 9 grade. English Language, English Literature,
Spanish and Latin all saw 100% of pupils attaining A* to B
grades. The Art department saw 100% A* to C results and one
pupil did not drop a single mark for their A* grade.

A-level results saw an amazing 45% of pupils awarded A*
to A grades; 70% of grades awarded A* to B and 90% in the
A* to C bracket. A quarter of all pupils gained A* to A in
Mathematics and 100% A* to A in Further Mathematics for
the second year running. All Art and Photography pupils
attained A* to C grades. Further success saw 65% of
Chemistry, Biology and Physics pupils awarded A* to B grades.
Most pupils secured their first or second choice for university
and one happy pupil succeeded in obtaining a place at Oxford
University.

Open Day: the School’s next Open Day is on 7 October.

The School’s new SMOOGA
multi-sport arena
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Recalling Cricketers from the past

Can anyone shed any light on the date or names of these
cricketers on the Common? Paul Burbidge has kindly donated
this old photograph to the Cricket Club. 

Paul has not seen the photo in any of the sports sections
of the Chippy local history books. At first he thought the
photo had been taken from the recreation ground looking
towards the Worcester Road but he now thinks it might have
been in the Hawkyard Common. Someone suggested that the
Club played on the Hawkyard at some stage.

Graham Beacham

Dog menace up Glyme lane

I am not normally an angry or even a grumpy person but I
am getting increasingly dismayed at the amount of dog
faeces (poo) appearing in the lane up to the allotments.
Also, bags full of the stuff dropped for collection on the
return journey but then forgotten. This is a public footpath
and so what is happening is both anti-social and illegal. We
all know how unpleasant it is when this stuff gets on a shoe
it is almost as bad when it gets onto a car tyre. It is also a
health hazard. Toxocariasis, is a disease caught by children as
a result of coming into contact with dog faeces. When the
stuff is ground into the road by car tyres, in dry weather, it
becomes part of the dust which we cannot help breathing
in when the wind blows it about. I love dogs and have many
happy chats to dog walkers on my way to and from my
allotment BUT please, please pick the stuff up and use the
bin at the school end of the lane to dispose of it.

Rev Stephen Bywater

Enjoying the New St Recreation Ground

On occasions I have sat on the bench and enjoyed the
sunshine – no problems arose. Since flats have been built at
Penhurst, many of the residents have too much time on their
hands with nothing better to do than spoil the pleasure of
others! Many dog walkers I have seen tend to pick up the dog
mess and place in bins provided. Many years ago public toilets
were on the recreation ground so anyone taken short had no
problem. Any young people tend to let their hair down and
enjoy drinks after term end. Items picked up by Metal
Detecting people were old tins and bits of glass which were
deposited in waste bins. May I suggest the Council lay a path
from Worcester Road, with a high fence, enabling small
children to get to their play area. Plough up the rest of the
field and lay it down with a crop of hay. This will enable the

Council and concerned residents to get more bull shit for
future debates. This is a recreation ground for enjoyment of
all, not a garden for flat dwellers.

John Dyer – long time local!

(This letter is in response to the article ‘Bad behaviour in the
park’ on p3 of last month’s News which reported the Town
Council being ‘on the warpath’ about all kinds of bad behaviour
on the recreation ground. The News assumes the hay crop
suggestion is tongue in cheek  .... Ed)

Coop arcade disgusting

On Sunday (10 September) the entrance to Beales/Co-op was
in the most disgusting state I have ever seen. It was made even
worse as a South African couple asked me where they could
get a coffee nearby. It was embarrassing to speak to them
amongst so much rubbish and half eaten meals. If Chippy
wants to be a ‘tourist town’, a winner of the ‘Best High Street’
or any other award scheme, those responsible should stop
buck passing and deal with this eyesore. I spoke to the
Manager of the Co-op and said if he would let me have the
cleaning materials, then I would do it myself and to his credit
he said he would deal with it. He mentioned that the police
were aware of the problem but surely The Co-op, Beales,
Nash’s, the Council and the Police have the capability to
ensure this area is kept as clean and attractive as all Chippy
residents and visitors would want and expect. It just seems to
be buck passing to believe someone else should deal with it.
For goodness sake stop putting your heads in the sand and
agree a resolution, for the long term and not just when you
want people to vote for Chipping Norton as top venue for
tourists, because we are a long way off that accolade.

Pete Godfrey

Smash hit Lido Auction

I just have to put on record what a smash hit the Lido’s
Auction of Promises turned out to be.  It was certainly the
best such evening with a most entertaining Auctioneer in
Binkie de Sluice who worked incredibly hard to part the
somewhat sparse audience from their money. To mount such
an event takes an enormous amount of effort and all praise
must go to the Lido team of volunteers who must have been
disappointed at the low turnout.  I’m afraid that in today’s
media driven society a ‘name’ seems to be the draw rather
than the worthiness of the cause. What a pity, but I feel sorry

Saturday 14 October

BARN DANCE
CN Town Hall

with live music & caller

from MERRYLEGS 

7.30 – 11.30pm
tkts £22 (inc supper) from

Jaffé & Neale, the Church Office

(646202) or Jo Graves 

Proceeds to Friends of St Mary's Church, CN
(jograves46@aol.com) ~ cash bar
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for those who stayed away as they missed an evening of side-
aching laughter and fun.

Lido supporter – name & address supplied

Chippy’s memorable women

I write further to your
correspondence concerning a new
road name commemorating a
Chippy woman who meant a lot to
the community. Please can I
nominate Jane Phillips. Jane was an
outstanding district nurse who was
loved by her patients and greatly
respected by her medical
colleagues. It was her idea and
determination (along with that of
Dr Martin Lawrence) which led to
the foundation of the Lawrence
Home Nursing Team. This
wonderful group of nurses has
cared for many terminally ill people
in the community over the last 18 years. We are extremely
lucky to have this facility in Chippy. I am sure many people will
remember Jane and appreciate a road named in her honour.

Cathy Elliott (retired GP)

Remembrance Day events

We will be holding our Annual Remembrance Day Parade and
Service on Sunday 12 November. The Service in St Mary’s
Church will start at 10.45am. Anyone requiring a wreath
please contact Steve Kingsford on 01295 780558. On
Saturday 11 November. we will be holding a Two Minutes
Silence at the Town War Memorial in London Road at 11am.
Anyone wishing to take part please be at the War Memorial
by 10.50am. On Tuesday 14 November the Branch will be

holding its Annual General Meeting at the Crown & Cushion
Hotel Chipping Norton at 8pm, all welcome. 

Michael Dixon – Secretary, CN Branch British Legion

Kingham Mill House hotel plan

I contacted Anna Gillings, as suggested, to ask her about a few
salient points. (See report on page 8 of last month’s News
regarding controversial plans to build care and elderly homes in
Kingham – Ed) While she was happy to discuss the matter by
phone, she declined to answer the questions either by e-mail,
or letter. One must draw one’s own conclusions about that.

G P White

Long lost Songs of Praise

I wonder if any of your readers remember when Songs Of
Praise came to Chippy in 1980? The people that ran or maybe
owned Smiths Electricals on Topside took a video of it. I have
tried to get a copy from the BBC but because of copyright
this is not possible. I wonder what happened to the video?

Lynda Hillman
(Can anyone help? The News will pass any messages on – Ed)

CN Methodist Church charity support 

Thank you to everyone who puts pennies in our jar. We have
raised over £230 for the Little Princess Trust, who make wigs
for children who lose their hair through cancer treatments.
We are now going to start saving pennies for the Kamran
ward at the JR Hospital. Pop along to coffee at the Methodist
Church on Wednesday mornings for more information.

Elaine Parsons

Jane Phillips pictured in
2006 receiving her MBE

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not
necessarily those of the Team.
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September saw the traditional
Chippy Mop in town:  the rain
stayed away (mainly), lots of
families and youngsters came
and had some fun. A new Kidz
Karz rollercoaster replaced the
old dodgy dodgems held up by
oil drums ... goldfish and cuddly
toys were carried home in
triumph … and HGVs got stuck
round the Town Hall. Hey ho. 

DIARY

LOCAL NEWS

October (News out Monday 2 October)

3rd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - details p25

4th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p26

North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p27

7th Great Rollright Market & Cafe 9.30-12.30 - see p11

An Evening with Jane Hawking 7.30pm Long

Compton Church - call 684813 for tickets

Great Rollright Pub Night see p13 for details

9th History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall Julie Ann

Godson - Scandal in High Society

Folk Club 8pm Artyard Café, Enstone - see p23

11th Chippy Better Health Day 10am-2pm Chipping

Norton Town Hall - see ps18-19

Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Lawrence

Home Nursing Team

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see p25

12th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p25

13th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE

Single File meet in the Crown & Cushion - see p27

14th Town Hall Barn Dance - see advert p34

Their Finest  in Churchill 7.30 details - p7

St Andrew’s, Gt Rollright Quiz Night 7pm see p11

15th Apple Day noon-3pm CN Community Orchard - see p4

Scouts Harvest Bingo 7pm Enstone details p25

16th Amateur Astronomy Group7.30 Methodist Hall see p23

17th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion Tim Healey

Apples: Myths and Mystery of England's favourite fruit

Thursday Friendship 11.30am Methodist Hall - Coffee

followed by lunch - details Annie Roy-Barker 644107

18th Electric Blanket checks call 01993 861000 to book

CN Horticultural Assoc 7.30 Methodist Hall see p28

19th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall - see p26

20th Great Rollright Bingo 7pmVillage Hall see p14

Salford Gardeners’ Question Time 7pm for 7.30

Salford Village Hall. £2 entry on the door. Bar available.

21st Farmer’s Market 8.30am-1.30pm

Methodist Church Autumn Bazaar Stalls 10.30-12 and

lunches noon-1pm for Church funds.

Rotary Gala Concert 7.30 Town Hall see advert p3

26th CN Flower Club 7.30pm Town Hall - see p27

27th Single File meet in the Crown & Cushion - see p27

Over Norton Bingo Night 7pm ON Village Hall see p8

28th Cemetery Clear up Day - contact Martin on

642723 for details

N Cotswold Society of Recorder Players 2.30-

5pm Sandford St Martin Parish Hall - see p24

November (News out Monday 30 October)

1st U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p26

North Oxon Organic Gardeners details p27

4th Hook Norton Craft Fair 10am-5pm details p14

5th Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p27

Fun at the Mop!!


