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After 5 years – Mayor
Tysoe passes on the robes
At May’s Mayormaking ceremony, Chipping
Norton saw a new Mayor sworn in. Cllr Don
Davidson takes over for his third stint as
Mayor in 20 years – and with him Cllr James
Kitcher-Jones, a relative newcomer to the
Council, steps up as Deputy.
For a record five years, Mayor Cllr Mike
Tysoe has led from the front on many town
issues including getting our voice heard on
housing plans, health services and town
facilities. He’s also been one of the first to
volunteer to get things done – from sprucing
up the Town to clearing the snow.
The new Mayor has the Town’s growth, traffic,
parking, and maintaining a thriving town
centre on his agenda – as well as keeping up
the community spirit and the challenge of
engaging young people. He also inherits that
recent Town Wish List. It will be up to
everyone to give him and Councillors the
support to make progress. Lots more inside.

June 2018                                           50p

New 
Mayor’s

Maytime Magic – celebrating the Spring
weather with Over Norton’s MayFest
(top) and Blossom Day at Chippy’s
Community Orchard.

mission

Dancing Days!

News in this issue:
• Big win for Cllr Carter in District Election
• Complaints over disappearing bus shelter
• New Pies and Pizzas in town
• Fastest shed breaks world record

Features:
• Meet your GPs
• Where are they now? The Granny Project
• Remembering the Ascott Martyrs
• Artweeks & ChipLitFest – what you missed!

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters
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Chipping Norton’s NHS – meet your GPs
The League of Friends of Chipping Norton and District War Memorial Hospital held their AGM on 16 May and the
Newsteam went along to hear from guest Dr Isabel Welch, one of the GPs at Chippy’s Health Centre. She gave
everyone an update on changes in Primary Care – and a positive view on how our own Health Centre is expanding
services in spite of increasing workloads and funding limits. The News also separately asked the Health Centre for an
update on who our GPs are now in Chippy. Here’s what they told us:

All doctors have their own specialist areas of work and
interest such as minor surgery, joint injections or
contraception. Appointments to see a GP for some of these

specialist areas may have a waiting list.
This is necessary so we can keep a
balance of routine, emergency and skill-
specific appointments for each doctor.
Areas of patient care, such as
safeguarding, chronic disease
management, learning disabilities and
many more, are also assigned to
individual GPs.

High quality care &
patient experience
The Health Centre is a training
practice, and some of our GP’s are
qualified trainers so the practice
can employ and supervise trainee
GP’s. The trainees are already
qualified doctors who are carrying
out a placement within a general
practice setting. They have full
supervision while here and often
want to come back to us
permanently once they complete
their qualifying year!

When your own GP is not in the
practice, for example if they are taking
annual leave or are working off site,
they will have a ’buddy’ GP who will
look after their patient list in their
absence. This ensures continuity of
care for all patients. Our doctors are
working hard to ensure that patients
in this area get high quality healthcare
for both body and mind. Their skills
are put to use on behalf of patients,
sometimes to heal, sometimes to help
manage a health condition, sometimes

to refer to a source of greater expertise. They always have
the best interest of the patient in the forefront of their
minds. Everyone in the practice wants to ensure that the
patient experience is as positive as possible so we encourage
patients to give us feedback, good or bad, about how we are
dealing with the most important matter in their lives – their
health.

At the AGM Chair Jo Graves said that The League of Friends is also continuing to look for ways to support the Health
Centre, First Aid Unit and Community Hospital which includes Outpatients and the Birth Centre – and will be
keeping a close eye on developments in the NHS in coming months as more changes are likely, including changing
roles for community hospitals – with the hope that more services will be ‘closer to home’ and joined up much better
with social care and other support. For more information on the Friends contact Jo Graves, 643976.

Meet your Doctors
In order to meet new challenges Chipping Norton Health
Centre is growing and changing every day. However the
clinical team of staff there remains
largely static with many of the GP’s
who worked for the White House
and West Street surgeries still in post.
So who are the GP’s at the Health
Centre these days? There are eight
GP partners (pictured ) who own and
run the Health Centre, employing the
other 70 plus staff working there. All
the partners formerly worked at
either the West Street or White
House practice so are well known
and appreciated by patients.

Dr Caroline Keenan
Dr Jane Pargeter
Dr Wendy Hall
Dr Neil Fisher
Dr Isabel Welch
Dr Jonathan Whittle
Dr Melanie Hargreaves
Dr Caitlin Chasser 

The Health Centre also currently has
five salaried GP’s. Dr Billie Gaydon,
Dr Becky Eyles and Dr Felicity Lewis
are also familiar figures, with Dr
Rebecca Atterby joining around 10
months ago and Dr Luke Evans newly
recruited in April. 

Your ‘named’ GP and
specialists
The practice has 15,500 registered
patients at present, of which the
doctors have their own list of
patients whose care they oversee.
When you are informed ‘your named
GP is Dr …’ this means you are part
of that GP’s patient list. If a patient has complex medical
issues, current advice is that routine appointments should be
with their named GP so that they receive consistent care.
However, this may not always be possible and whichever
doctor you see will have access to your medical history. In a
medical emergency all of our GPs will treat you in exactly the
same way, following specific protocols and procedures.

Dr Caroline Keenan Dr Jane Pargeter

Dr Wendy Hall Dr Neil Fisher

Dr Isabel Welch Dr Jonathan Whittle

Dr Melanie Hargreaves Dr Caitlin Chasser 

Chippy’s eight partner GPs



News subscriptions
Most News readers
buy their copies in
outlets around town

(still only at 50p after over 20 years – the last price rise was
in February 1996!). The Newsteam also welcomes annual
subscribers who can have the News posted to them. The
Team is reluctantly raising the subscription to £20 a year
(for all annual renewals and new subscribers from May) to
cover costs of envelopes and the increase in Royal Mail
postage rates introduced earlier this year. The News is a
not-for-profit Club run by volunteers, set up to serve the
community. More volunteers are always welcome to help.
The Club aims to cover its costs (mainly printing) from the
50p charges and enough advertising to balance the books. 
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business that we can all be proud of.’ More in future News
issues on how all this will affect local staff and office locations.

Where is our bus shelter?
Regular bus users from the Cornish Road end of Chippy have
been upset to find that their bus shelter – at an exposed
corner of Hailey Avenue and Walterbush Road – has
disappeared. The News received a letter on behalf of ‘a
disgruntled group of pensioners’ saying they now had to stand
in the cold and wet. The shelter was removed by the Town
Council after a discussion at their February meeting (see April

News). Apparently, there had been a number of complaints to
police about youngsters using the shelter as a place to meet
and causing noise and disturbance. District Councillor Laetisia
Carter says she has also received  a large number of
complaints about the removal (including from the ‘disgruntled’
group). She told the News, ‘although I recognise the issue for
the police being called repeatedly and for neighbours, but this
provided a service to elderly and other people in a high,
exposed part of town. Let’s be honest, our weather couldn’t
have been worse this winter!’ Cllr Carter said the issue
highlights a greater problem of a lack of youth services/spaces
for young people. She added ‘I will attend the Town Council
meeting and put these points forward so we can explore a
more creative solution. It also highlights the problem of
people not feeling listened to. The removal has been called a
quick fix without taking into consideration the impact this
would have. Consultation with the Town, especially those
regularly using the bus shelter to get the buses to access vital
services, was and is needed.’ 

‘Outstanding’ ACE Nursery
Chippy’s ACE Centre Nursery has had its
position as one of the UK’s leading nursery
schools confirmed, after Ofsted judged it
‘outstanding’ for the fifth time in a row.
Governor Georgia Mazower told the News
that, remarkably, the Nursery has been awarded ‘outstanding’
at every inspection since its formation in 2006. It is believed
to be one of the very few such centres to achieve this. In their

report, Ofsted recognised how the Centre has ‘remained
resolutely dedicated to the local community’; praised it as ‘a
leading light in the field of early years research’; said children
make ‘rapid progress’ at the School; and congratulated the
headteacher and staff on ‘taking the School from strength to
strength.’ Georgia added ‘For a school to be judged
outstanding five times in a row is almost unprecedented – it’s
an incredible achievement and puts us in an elite group. The
governors are incredibly grateful to the staff, who provide the
children in our area with such a truly outstanding education.’

What’s on in Chippy?
Would you like to know more about all the clubs and
societies that are thriving in and around Chipping Norton?
Put Saturday 2 June in the diary and call in to the Town Hall
between 9.30am and 6pm. It’s a public open ‘Organisations
Day’, with stalls and information displays from many local
groups – who would be delighted to have your support. From
sports to book clubs, groups for young people and those of a
more mature age, there will be something for everyone. The
Town Council is promoting this event to support local groups
and inform and encourage participation in a wide variety of
activities. For more information contact the Town Clerk’s
Office on 642341 or cntc@btconnect.com.

Phone Co-op merger on track
Plans to merge Chipping Norton-based Phone Co-op with
the larger Midcounties Co-operative are now going ahead.
Members of The Phone Co-op have voted overwhelmingly in
favour of the Board’s recommendation for a ‘transfer of
engagements’ to Midcounties. Ninety-one percent of
members attending The Phone Co-op’s special general
meeting in Sheffield on 28 April voted for Motion One, calling
for a merger with Midcounties. Delegates attending in person
and online cast 223 votes, with 202 voting in favour of the
motion and 17 against. The motion, which required approval
from two-thirds of those members attending, was passed and
a confirmation vote at the second SGM on 12 May was also
passed with the majority of members voting in favour. The
official Transfer of Engagements will take place on 1 June. Ben
Reid, CEO of Midcounties, commented, ‘We at Midcounties
are very excited about the opportunity to combine the skills
and passions of the two businesses and to welcome the
members of the Phone Co-op into our family. Together we
would be stronger and create a Co-operative Utilities

Sit here!
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with the County Council’s stipulations). So, with no planning
issues, everyone now waits to see whether the developer is
committed to getting on with development – or will try again
to sell the site. 

From Wine Bear to Hitchman’s
The Wine Bear bar in Chipping Norton’s West St reopened
with a fizz and food reception at the end of May as Hitchman’s
Restaurant and Bar – with a new wood fired pizza oven as its
central feature. Contact 646495 or info@hitchmans.co

Local globe-trotting midwives
As part of marking International Day of the Midwife on 5 May,
in the Co-op the Newsteam found our very own (retired)
Chippy midwife, Frances Barnsley, together with the Birth
Centre’s Tricia Seaton, promoting both the Chippy Unit as
well as Birthlink, which works in partnership with doctors and

midwives in developing countries to improve maternity care
and reduce mother and baby deaths. Frances, a midwife for 40
years, regularly travels to Myanmar and Mongolia to work
with – and train – traditional birth attendants. She is
accompanied by another ex-Chippy midwife, Maaike Carter,
and they travel over the hardest of terrains, often on
motorbikes. ‘Helping the Burmese Delta’ is a small, focused
charity working in a remote area of Myanmar whose aim is to
alleviate the effects of poverty in the delta which suffered
terribly after a cyclone in 2008. Without roads, electricity,
healthcare or decent schools, this area has been one of
Frances’ and Maaike’s main focal points. As Frances says, ‘We
teach the midwives how to handle difficult births such as
breech presentations, how to get the baby breathing, how to
deliver the placenta safely and the importance of hand
washing’. A sure testament to their wonderful work is that an
orphanage built for babies whose mothers had died in
childbirth has now closed down. 

Frances and Maaike have also been working in Mongolia
for ten years and have seen many fantastic changes in
Maternity care there. They are two very amazing, dedicated
people, and generally make three trips a year to carry out
their incredible work, supported by charities HDP and Health
and Hope. They are, however, always short of money and have
a fundraising page on www.justgiving.com – search for
Frances Barnsley. £178.12 was raised on the day up at the Co-
op to support the two charities focused on providing training
for traditional birth attendants (TBAs) and midwives in
Burma. Meanwhile, anyone interested in seeing (or indeed

Mighty Pies on Topside
The Mighty Pie Company is coming to Chipping Norton’s
High Street! Many regular readers and shoppers may well
know Nathan Tuckwell, who has been selling his delicious pies
at the monthly
Farmers’ Market for a
long time. Well, Nathan
has now decided to
take the massive step
of opening his own pie
shop in what was The
Bay Tree café. Having
worked in the catering
trade all his life,
working up from pot-
washing as a boy
through the ranks to become a chef in many Oxford hotels
and pubs, Nathan eventually moved to Chipping Norton to be
the chef at The Chequers. About six years ago he decided he’d
had enough of working for other people and became his own
boss, making pies. Farmers’ markets have been one of his main
outlets but he has also developed a trade in supplying various
establishments and individuals. 

Nathan makes all the pies himself, sourcing local
ingredients including meat, organic vegetables and flour. Hand
raised pies are a particular speciality and, along with the more
traditional ones, he also makes more exotic varieties such as
chicken, ham and apricot, and pork, apple and black pudding. A
large range of meat and vegetarian pies will also be on offer
and he is hoping to create a range of patés and also produce
picnic hampers for those people who like to take them to
outdoor events in the summer months. Nathan will also
continue trading at his favourite farmers’ markets, notably
Deddington and Waddesdon Manor. By the time you read this
article, The Mighty Pie Co. should already be open, so do visit
Nathan and support a new local business in our town centre.
Good luck to him in this new enterprise!

Old Hospital plan approved
At the May Uplands Committee meeting, West Oxfordshire
councillors finally approved the latest application to build 14
homes at the site of Chipping Norton’s old War Memorial
Hospital at the end of Spring Street. The plans include keeping
the main old house as two new semi-detached homes. The
site has been abandoned for a few years – sold to a small
developer who had previously submitted a building plan – but
had let it lapse while trying, unsuccessfully, to resell the site
for a good price. The new application has been pending for
some time. Chipping Norton Town Council had raised the
issue of having some housing as ‘affordable’ but this was not
considered viable. The Town Council also wanted a time limit
for building imposed, to try and avoid even more years with
the site as an eyesore. Officers had in fact recommended
refusal as there were some Highways objections still
outstanding, but Chipping Norton District Councillor Geoff
Saul, who is on the Uplands Committee, told the News that
Highways objections were comparatively minor and so
predictably resolved on the day. He proposed that the
application be approved immediately and that resolution was
unanimously agreed by the Committee (subject to an
acceptable drainage report being produced in accordance

Mighty Pieman Nathan Tuckwell
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using) Chipping Norton’s very own NHS award-winning
Cotswold Birthi Centre, please do not hesitate to call in or
contact the midwives at the Community Hospital up at
Russell Way at chippingnortonmidwives@ouh.nhs.uk or
telephone 697930.

Churchill’s Classic Car Show
In its 15th year, the
popular vintage and
classic car show is
on Sunday 10 June
from 12 noon on
Churchill’s large
village green. Every
two years sees the
village transformed
into a cavalcade of cars, music, food and drink. If the weather’s
sunny, get there early as thousands of fans turn out to wander
round hundreds of cars. The event has raised over £230,000
for community projects and local charities. Non-car fans can
always enjoy the jazz band, attractions, stalls, real ale, food,
church floral display and more. Car show entry is £7 for
adults and free for children. There is free local parking. It’s all
run by volunteers, with this year’s proceeds going to The
Heritage Centre in Churchill, the Village’s fountain, plus
Chipping Norton Theatre, Chipping Norton Scouts, Helen &
Douglas House and others. 

…& win a Morgan Plus 4 drive
Local charity
Thrive-Northox,
which helps to
support local
children living in
poverty, is taking
advantage of this
year’s Churchill
Car Show to do
some fundraising.
Britain’s exclusive
manufacturer of
Morgan cars has

pledged its support of the local charity, by donating a fantastic
‘Morgan Experience’ for a ticket draw. The lucky winner will
receive a one-day car hire voucher worth £220, entitling
them to drive the Morgan Plus 4 – the most popular car in
the Morgan range – as well as a tour of the Morgan factory
including a delicious afternoon tea for two! Thrive will have a
Morgan Plus 4 on their stand at this year’s Churchill Car
Show on 10 June and there will be a Morgan expert on hand
to give details and answer any questions. Visitors will be able
to sit in and imagine themselves behind the wheel of one of
these stunning, British-made cars which might just become a
reality by buying a raffle ticket! For a chance to win this
amazing Morgan experience, tickets are on sale now.
Contact Thrive via www.thrive-northox.co.uk, or email
contact@thrive-northox.co.uk with your name, contact
details and number of tickets you’d like to purchase. Tickets
are £5 each and will also be on sale at the Churchill Classic
& Vintage Car Show at the Thrive stand.

Andrea Ratcliffe, Thrive Northox

World record for fastest shed

Local speed (and shed) fans in Chippy will be delighted to
know that local lad Nick Hicks has broken his own land speed
record for the Fastest Shed. The News has previously featured
Nick’s ventures with his converted VW Passat – occasionally
spotted parked on Topside while Nick goes shopping – made
it to 101mph in May in a successful record attempt on
Pendine Sands in Wales. Nick claims he has the only road legal
motorised shed in the world. The shed now has a turbo-
charged 400 brake horsepower engine that is more powerful
than many sports cars … so what’s next? We hear milk
deliveries are making a comeback so how about someone
becoming The Fastest Milkman in the West (of Oxfordshire?) ...
remembering  ex-PM David Cameron choosing his Benny Hill
favourite on Desert Island Discs!

Great Rollright Market
The next market is on Saturday 2 June at Great Rollright
Village Hall from 9.30 to 12.30. A good range of food stalls and
hand-made lovely things and fantastic plants, all in a beautiful
village location with a café serving freshly made coffee, bacon
rolls and yummy home-made bakes. What’s not to like? You’ll
find a warm and friendly welcome and maybe a few nice
surprises!

Skills help for youngsters
The OX7 drop-in service – aiming primarily to support
youngsters in Chipping Norton and the local area, is being
made easier to access. The OX7 service, which helps those
aged 16 to 24 who aren’t sure what to do next in their lives,
is now opening its drop-in facility every Thursday from 10am
to 1pm, in the office next to The Theatre box office. Anyone
can go along and talk to a friendly person who will listen, and
then find routes through the maze of work or education
opportunities. It’s not just young people themselves who can
seek advice. Parents, family or friends of young people who
aren’t sure where to turn, or how to go about doing what
they want to do, are welcome to come in and find out how
OX7 can help. People may need help writing CVs, or finding
out about courses for a particular subject – almost anything.
Drop-in services are one-to-one, offering full attention from
someone who knows how to help young people achieve the
best of their abilities – something they might not have had
access to before. It’s in complete confidence too, whether you
go in to find out what’s on offer for yourself or for someone
else. The OX7 team also works with various partners and

Another record broken for Nick Hicks and his now famous
turbo-charged shed
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alpha@stmaryscnorton.com – it's not too late to join the
course (though don't leave it too long!) as it runs for several
months and a different aspect of the Christian Faith is
covered each week.

Sam says ‘No Pain No Gain’
Local Chippy
resident and
Newsteam member,
Sam Stretton, who
runs her own
business Logicom
Hub, recently spent
the weekend
completing the Ultra
Challenge event
round the Isle of
Wight in aid of
Alzheimer’s UK. Some 1,500 adventurers started the walk, jog
or run around the Island’s 106 km coastal path. Described as
one of the UK’s toughest challenges, the route crosses
spectacular coastlines, dramatic white cliffs, sandy beaches
and forest woodlands. Sam, (pictured left above) completed
the continuous Full Challenge which is Chale to Chale with
no sleep. Battling heat, mud, hills and exhaustion she finally
made it to the finish line. This year’s event was completed
over the hottest weekend of the year, and the organisers said,
‘What an incredible feat of perseverance and mental strength,
everyone should be hugely proud of what you've achieved, it’s
been one tough challenge.’ One quarter of the 1,500 starters
dropped out due to exhaustion, heat- and foot-related
problems. Sam said, ‘It was an amazing achievement to have
reached the finish line. My feet were held together by tape
and bandages at the end, sheer determination got me through
it. I am really proud to have raised money for Alzheimer’s
which is affecting more and more of our families and friends.
The event was extremely well organised and the support
along the way by organisers, St John’s and other participants
was immense. We couldn’t have done it without them.’ If you
would like to donate to Sam’s Just Giving page for Alzheimer’s
UK follow the link www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sam-
stretton.

Library help to stay safe online
The Chipping Norton branch of NatWest closed on 31 May. If
this has left you concerned about what to do now then drop
into the Library on Tuesdays from 10am to 1pm for help and
support from a NatWest Community Banker. This drop-in clinic
can offer advice on staying safe and secure online and finding
alternative ways to bank. Most of us have encountered online
scam attempts. If you worry about online scams then the
Library may be able to help. We'll be hosting the awareness
raising event Taking a Stand Against Scams on Thursday 7 June
from 3 to 5pm. Please join us for an informative discussion to
help protect yourself against fraud and scams. We'll be joined
again by a Community Banker who will be able to give expert
advice on this concerning topic. There is no need to book and
it's free. We have made a slight change to our Monday morning
events schedule: Rhyme Time will now take place every Monday
at 10.30am (except bank holidays). Additionally, Sing & Sign will
take place at 11.30am on the 2nd Monday of each month. 

Sally Moore, Library Manager 

local and regional companies who can help find places or offer
mock interviews and other aid to help young people find their
way. If you work in a company that might be able to help, do
please get in touch. Please email Shaun Fagan at
shaun@experiencechippingnorton.com for more
information.

Chippy Facebook Jobs Board
Brought to your screens by Experience Chipping Norton and
the 729 Business Club, a new Facebook public group
showcases jobs available in the local area. If you live or work
in the Chippy area and are either looking for work or
recruiting, then this group is for you. You can search in
Facebook for ‘Chipping Norton Jobs Board’ to join for free.

Gladiator on a mission

On May Day, everyone
attending the launch of a
new Alpha course at
Chipping Norton’s St
Mary’s Church had treat
in store. Ace, one of the
Gladiators from the 90s
hit TV – real name
Warren Furman – was there to help out with his own
message. Warren has recently become a Christian having been
on an Alpha course himself in the North East; there he
became friends with Rev’d Roger Simpson, who has now
moved to Chippy together with wife Ursula, who is part of St
Mary's Ministry Team. Since then, Roger and Warren have
evangelised around the North of England together while
Warren has also talked about his Faith to the likes of Philip
Schofield and Holly Willoughby, and his story has been carried
in the national press. It's his connection with Roger that
brought him to Chippy and around 60 people turned up to
hear his testimony and the impact Alpha and God has had on
his life which James Kennedy reported to the News was
‘amazing’. 

Alpha is running every Tuesday night in the Parish Rooms
from 7 to 9pm starting with a great meal and a chat, a talk and
then group discussion, all delving into the basics of the
Christian Faith and helping to explore the meaning of life.
News team member Roger Sinclair, who wrote this article, did
the Alpha course around three years ago and recommends it
as highly thought provoking, very insightful and, in his case,
significantly life affirming and changing. To get more
information either go to one of the evenings in the Parish
Rooms at the bottom of Church Street or email

Ex-Gladiator Warren Furman now (above) and then (below)
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Albion Centre Open Day
Albion Centre, a day
centre in Chipping
Norton, held its Open
Day on 15 March. The
Albion Centre has been in
the Town for many years
but many local people
don’t know about it and
the great things it does, so

an Open Day was the answer. The staff at the Centre support
people with learning disabilities to do activities such as arts
and crafts, textiles, needlework and cooking. They have a busy
workshop where they make planters, bird tables, bird boxes,
upcycle old furniture and many other things. They organise
visits for swimming, bowling, museums and general places of
interest as well as do small jobs like dog walking. Visits to the
pub are popular as well as tending the allotment or watering
people’s gardens.

Lynn Davison, Community Manager, said, ‘We help people
increase their independence, skills and experiences and have
lots of fun at the same time’. She made a plea for more help.
She said, ‘We are always grateful for donations we can use in
our art and craft, textiles, needlework and woodworking
sessions. It is likely that we will be able to make something out
of things you throw away. We are looking for somewhere to
sell the things we make. Could we use a small corner of your
shop? Any money that is made goes back into the service for
the benefit of our users’. If you have spare time could you
volunteer for the Centre? Do you have a skill such as
woodworking, gardening, arts, crafts or needlework? Even a
couple of hours a week would be appreciated. If you are
looking for paid employment, have you ever considered
working with people with learning disabilities? For further
information please call Lynn Davison, Community Manager,
07834 960002.

Bingo lovers’ night out
Make a date for the next bingo evening in Great Rollright on
22 June. Now a year old, Friday night bingo has become a
permanent village fixture. With a relaxed atmosphere,
everyone is welcome – bring a group and have a laugh. Games
run from 7.30pm to around 9.15. Bar, refreshments, and real
cash prize payouts on all games. A non-profit-making event all
proceeds go towards three Great Rollright village causes –
the Village Hall, the Primary School and the Parish Church
development. Doors open at 7pm. The next event is on 21
September. Eyes Down Look In! Details: grrbingo@aol.com.

Duncan Midwood

Chadlington news
The ever popular Beer Festival is on Saturday 2 June –
noon-11pm with lots of fun for all the family – visit
www.chadlingtonbeerfestival.co.uk for details.

A new Brownie pack is opening for girls aged 7-10 in
Chadlington. They will be meeting 6.30-7.30pm. in the
Memorial Hall on Monday evenings from 4 June until the end
of the school term. For further information please contact
janet.girlguiding@btinternet.com 

The Chadlington Annual Parish Meeting took place
on 14 May and each councillor gave reports on different
aspects of the Parish Council’s work in the village. The topics
covered included allotments, the playground, Memorial Hall
improvements, the Speedwatch project and parish planning.
The full reports from the meeting will be published on the
Village website www.chadlington.com Councillor Brian
Hamblin, a past Council Chair has stepped down, so there will
be a vacancy for a new councillor. For more information, see
the Village notice board opposite Café de la Post or contact
chadlingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com

The Speedwatch project had six willing and able
volunteers covering sessions throughout last summer and
autumn. There was a definite deterrent effect slowing down
traffic in the village. But for the project to continue
successfully there is a need for more volunteers. If you care
about public safety and would like to join a friendly group just
offering a few hours every couple of weeks, please contact
info@phillips-hill.co.uk 

Refurbishment at The Chequers
The Chequers
pub in Chipping
Norton is being
refurbished –
with a closure of
just over a
month. Fullers
Brewery, Darren
and the team are
giving the pub a
makeover, with an upgrade to the dining area and barn at the
back, and general redecoration. They are aiming to keep the
same style and pub tables. Planned reopening will be mid-June.
Watch out for update notices at the front door.

Lawrence Summer Fundraisers 
Thank you to long-term supporters Trade Secret, the
furniture warehouse store in Adderbury for supporting the
Annual Jane Phillips Memorial Golf Day on Friday 29 June at
the Cotswolds Golf Club. If you are interested in taking part
please contact Danny Phillips at the Club or visit
www.lawrencehomenursing.org to book your team. Pimms
and Puddings in the Garden by kind permission of Prue Leith
is on Friday 13 July at Chastleton Glebe and is kindly
supported by Kingham Hill School. Tickets are selling fast –
book your ticket in advance to guarantee a spot. See the
website for details. Raffle tickets are now on sale for Proms,
Picnic and Fireworks on Saturday 21 July at Kingham Primary
School, kindly sponsored by Maxwell Douglas Estate Agents
and Kingham Hill School. For a full list of prizes and booking
details see the website or email verityfifer.lhnt@gmail.com.

Verity Fifer
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Town Community Fest
On Friday 29 June Highlands, up Burford Road, will be hosting
this community event with entertainment provided by St
Mary’s School Singing Club. Everyone is welcome to join
between 10.30 and noon for a morning of fun, singing,
laughter and, hopefully, sunshine. For more information
contact the School on 642673 or Highlands, 643320.

Carol English

Sculpture by Hospice children
Artweeks in May
saw a unique
artwork on display
at Kingham Lodge
near Chipping
Norton, which had
been created by
eight local terminally
ill children during
their recent stay at
Helen & Douglas
House children’s
hospice. Gemma Radnor, the play specialist at the Hospice,
adapts activities where necessary so all children are able to
take part. If a child cannot hold a paintbrush, they could use
their fingers, feet, toy cars or even their wheelchairs to make
paint marks. These activities take place wherever the child is
comfortable, in a child’s bedroom in bed or even moving the
bed into the art area. The sculpture was one of hundreds in
the 5 acres of beautiful gardens. There was also a children’s
sculpture trail with prizes, and a pop-up café. The biennial
show at the Lodge has, since 2012, welcomed thousands of
visitors and raised over £80,000 for charity. Marina Colville at
Kingham Lodge explained, ‘We have had connections with
Helen & Douglas House for many years and were inspired to
raise money for them by the amazing stories of parents of
children who had been helped by the hospice.’ For more see
www.sculptureatkinghamlodge.com/index.php. If you would
like to make a donation to help local terminally ill children go
to www.hdh.org.uk. 

Support for sport – far & wide!
Adam Hunt, who is known in
Chippy for his work helping the
Chipping Norton Football team get
up and running again, has started
his own new local business helping
with sports sponsorship and
funding. Called Game On Sports
Fundraising & Consultancy, Adam
told the News that his aim is to help

and support small
grassroots football clubs,
starting within the local
Chipping Norton area.
While he is getting this
off the ground, Adam has
also started working (at
no charge) with a not-for-profit organisation called
Boots2Africa, which is trying to provide African regions with
much needed sporting equipment, such as football boots,
trainers, socks, shorts and other kit. He is aiming to get in
touch with local clubs, shops, schools and organisations to see
if they are able to help, including getting young players and
children involved – for example having a ‘kit bin’ on site to
donate items not being used. 

Boots2Africa was founded in June 2016 and in the first
year collected over 1500 pairs of donated boots from
children in England and delivered just short of 1000 to
schools and organisations in five countries. Boots2Africa will
collect donated football boots and deliver them to sustainable
African Charities, schools and sports academies and
foundations. They have a target of getting one million boots to
Africa by 2030. More details at www.boots2africa.co.uk.
Anyone interested in talking to Adam can contact him on
07824 331570 or at adam.hunt99@live.com.

Greatest Showman in Enstone
There is a screening of The Greatest Showman in Enstone
Parish Hall on Friday 22 June. Doors open at 7.15 for 8pm
start.  Wine beer and soft drinks available plus the WI will be
providing tea, coffee and snacks. Tickets £5 in advance from
Tom on 07391 231304 / admin@enstoneparishhall.org

Gt Rollright Summer Fete
The Friends of Great Rollright School have yet another
exciting programme lined up for their annual Summer Fete on
Saturday 30 June, 2-5pm. It will be held at Great Rollright
Village Hall and adjacent field. There’ll be something for
everyone! The ever-popular dog show will be back as well as
the enjoyable pony rides. Plus a BBQ, licensed bar and café,
fantastic raffle, stalls, games, bouncy castle and much more.
Plenty to see and do ... so please go along and join in at the
beautiful village location for a great afternoon ! All welcome,
with free admission for everyone. All proceeds raised will go
to support Great Rollright CE Primary School. For further
details, please email greatrollrightfriends@gmail.com.

Michelle Jones

Adam Hunt: launching a
new business &

supporting Boots2Africa

Nurse Hannah with Alex finger printing
wood circles for Artweeks

Chipping Norton Flower Club & Friends
of St Mary’s Church

A SUMMER FLORAL
DEMONSTRATION   

in the Glorious Setting of St Mary’s Church
Doors open from 1pm Demonstration 2pm

followed by a CREAM TEA. 
Plants for sale & a raffle for flowers

Tickets £10 from Jaffé & Neale, St Mary’s Church Office
or Elaine Parsons (07833 522592 / snips59@icloud.com)

with
Beverley Short & The Man in Black!

SATURDAY 9 JUNE
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Swifts flying over Chippy
By the time you read this, the summer-visiting Swifts
will be back in Chippy flying over the rooftops and
screaming around in small family groups.
However, everything is not well in the Swift
world – traditional nesting sites are
disappearing as properties are redeveloped

and modernised. Local people and companies are
stepping in to help by providing new nesting sites. 

In Chipping
Norton, residents in
Diston’s Lane, Church
Street and The Leys have,
between them, installed
10 nest boxes on their
houses and a multi-family
nest box for Swifts has
been installed in the
tower at St Mary’s
Church. McCarthy &
Stone are installing nest
bricks in their Extra
Care Home
development off the
London Road and
Simons Construction,
who are building the
adjacent retail
development, are also
planning to install five
nest boxes. If you have installed a Swift nest box or would like
to do so please let the Cherwell Swift Conservation Project
know – the local contact is John Dunleavy –
jdunleavy@phonecoop.coop. It is also important to know
where we still have nesting Swifts in the Town. Together,
everyone can help look after the nest places they are already
using. Also please let John know of any Swift nesting sites you
notice this summer. Finally, all you gardeners could help as
well: the other problem faced by Swifts is a lack of insects on
which they feed and raise their young. If we all planted insect-
friendly plants in our gardens and allotments this would be a
step in the right direction for Swifts.

John Dunleavy

Wychwood Project fun 
Local charity, the Wychwood Project, helps conserve local
areas originally within the Royal Hunting Forest of Wychwood
– with lots of events and opportunities to volunteer, have fun
and to get out into the countryside. Later in the summer The
Go Wild camp will run for five days from August 13-17, for 8-
12-year-olds, at Ascott under Wychwood Conservation
Centre. Activities include: wildlife box making, dragonfly safari,
otter holt building, and much much more. Booking is essential,
the camp is selling out fast. Secure your place by visiting
www.wychwoodproject.org and clicking on the Learning and
Events page. Or call Toby on 07981 134804 for more
information. Full cost for the week is £150. Some part-funded
places are available at £30.

Could you be a Volunteer Warden at a Wychwood Forest
site? The Wychwood Project is looking for eyes and ears on
four conservation sites. This responsible role, as a Warden at

Foxburrow Wood (Witney), Wigwell Nature Reserve
(Charlbury), Woodstock Water Meadow (Woodstock) or
Grimmes (Witney) will help the Conservation Officer
manage these areas for both conservation and responsible
public enjoyment. No expertise is necessary. If you are
interested in this role, please contact James on 07907 905070.
You could next meet up with the Wychwood Project at a
Country Fair. Saturday 9 June is Ramsden Fete, 12–4pm –
www.ramsdenvillage.co.uk/fete2018.

Glamping in Long Compton
Fancy trying one of
five glamping pods
just outside Long
Compton? The
District Planning
Committee has given
permission for the
new pods on land
next to Glebe Barn
off Main Street. The
Parish Council and
nearby residents had
objected fearing  it would act as a tourist centre and harm the
village, but there were letters of support and the proposal
was considered small scale. 
Note: For those new to the concept, Glamping is described
as: camping done in a glamorous way ... ‘where stunning nature
meets modern luxury’.

Katharine House updates
One of the biggest fundraising events for local Katharine
House Hospice is coming up fast! Calling all budding
Superheroes from Chipping Norton! Grab your cape, and sign
up for the 12th Midnight Walk on Saturday 7 July. Starting
out from Banbury Rugby Club, join hundreds of others along
a brand new 10 or 6 mile route for a smashing night of
superhero fun! Whether you’re Iron Man, Wonder Woman, or
Wolverine, you can join in as a superhero by signing up at
www.khh.org.uk/Event/midnight.

The Festival of Gardens continues (from May to
September) with over 30 local gardens open including in
Adderbury, Balscote, Farthinghoe, Middleton Cheney, Epwell,

Installing the bird boxes

Cakes &

refreshm
ents

available

Bring
your
own 

alcoholic
drinks

£1 per book. Pre-sale tickets available from the Pre-School or
call  07837 451347 or 07532 406281

Friday 29th June
Doors open 7pm Eyes Down 7.30pm

Chipping Norton Town Hall

BINGO NIGHT

Raffle
ticketsavailable onthe night

Pictured are some Glamping pods – not
necessarily the same style as those
proposed for Long Compton



10

LOCAL NEWS

Hooky Lager – oh yes it is!
The rumours are true; Hook Norton Brewery is trying out a
lager! Trial #1 was the star attraction at the Brewery’s Open
Tap Tasting Evening on Wednesday 9 May. Some would say
Hook Norton Brewery, an independent family-run brewery,
has broken with tradition
and brewed their first
lager, Trial#1, but it
complements their
existing award-winning
range of both cask and
keg beers. James Clarke,
Managing Director and
great, great grandson of
the Brewery’s founder,
said, ‘I would never have
thought we would have
been brewing a lager, a
real departure for us but
then when I joined Hook
Norton Brewery we
didn’t have mobile telephones, the internet, brewed three
different beers, records were handwritten, and 90% of beer
drunk in the UK was drunk in pubs. Times and tastes change
and we like to think down here at Hooky we can do the same.

We are very
pleased with our
first brew and
hope you are
too.’ A News team
member went
along to the
visitor centre to
try it out –
Trial#1 Lager 4%
is available from
The Sun Inn, in

Hook Norton, The Castle in  Oxford and at the Malthouse
Kitchen, the Brewery’s own café and kitchen that serves
homemade, locally sourced dishes – a great place to eat and
try the new lager. Brewed in the pilot plant using a special
lager yeast, this first trial batch (hence the name!) delivers a
crisp clean continental style, not over hoppy – but very
drinkable. Hook Norton Brewery offers brewery tours, café,
brewery shop, free museum and meeting rooms. Please visit
www.hooky.co.uk for more information. Or contact Mark
Graham, Marketing Manager mark.graham@hooky.co.uk or
phone 737210.

Help for animals via Blue Cross
Jane Kench, who helps run the recently opened Blue Cross
charity shop in West Street, reports that with the season
firmly changing to Spring/Summer, the shop is full of bright and
cheery choices for your wardrobe. And of course, if last year’s
clothes don’t fit, the Blue Cross and the other charity shops
in town will happily accept your donations. The Blue Cross
pet and animal charity is based in Burford and also has some
dates for the diary – Car Boot Sales will be taking place at the
Rehoming Centre at Burford on 16 June and 14 July. Check
the website for more details. As Jane adds ‘Pets change lives,
we change theirs, with a little help from you!’.

Bledington and Heyford Park. See
www.khh.org.uk/Event/festivalofgardens for dates and
locations.

Bereavement volunteers are still being sought – to be
trained to talk to and support the recently bereaved at this
difficult time of their lives, as someone who is outside the
circle of family and close friends. Foundation training starts in
September. For more information, please contact Alison
Mares, Volunteer Co-ordinator, on 01295 816477 or
volunteering@khh.org.uk.

New scanner for Chippy pets 
Chipping Norton
Veterinary Hospital has
installed a CT scanner
for producing 3-
dimensional X-ray
images of patients. After
building a new exten-
sion to house the
machine, followed by
days of installation,
commissioning and
testing by radiation-

protection personnel, plus staff training, it’s all now up and
running. CT images provide far more information than
conventional X-rays, allowing the vets to diagnose many
conditions that would be difficult to diagnose by other means.
This is particularly true for skull problems, orthopaedic (bone
and joint) and respiratory (nose and lung) diseases and cancer.
It is also very helpful for diagnoses in animals where
conventional X-rays and other tests can be difficult for
various reasons, such as tortoises and birds. By creating three-
dimensional reconstructions, the scanner also aids planning of
more complex surgeries by allowing the surgeon to better
visualise, in advance, what the abnormalities are and what the
surgeon needs to do. The scanner is a ‘64-slice’ machine,
meaning it is high-resolution and extremely fast, minimising
the time the animal is sedated or anaesthetised for the scan.

There are no other permanent veterinary CT scanners in
our region, and the scanner is available for outpatient use any
workday, so vets at other practices in the area can send
patients to Chipping Norton in the morning for a scan, and
they’ll be back home or at their usual vets in the afternoon.
Chippy Vets may even be able to arrange to pick-up and
drop-off from the pet’s usual vets in their veterinary
ambulance. If you think your animal might benefit from a
CT scan, discuss it with your usual vet. Apart from their
own clients, Chipping Norton Vets require a referral from
the animal’s usual vet to do a CT scan. Vets who wish to
refer a case for CT can call Chipping Norton Vets on
642547 or email info@chippingnortonvets.co.uk.

Martin Whitehead

Fatal dog disease
Hook Norton Vets have confirmed they have had a case ‘in
recent weeks’ of Alabama Rot – with a dog dying of the non-
curable disease. It causes lesions on the skin and in the mouth
and sometimes results in kidney failure. Any age, sex or breed
of dog can be affected. At least one other case of the disease
has been recorded in Oxford – it appeared in the UK in 2012
after being discovered in the US during the 1980s. 
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Lido’s Solstice Celebration
It’s hard to
believe June
is with us
already. As
midsummer
approaches,
the Lido will
be celeb-
rating the
Solstice with
a late swim

on Friday 22 June. Tickets can be bought from the office in the
run-up to the event and barbecue food will be available to
purchase on the night. It’s always a really popular event, and
the Lido look forward to welcoming back plenty of regulars
and, if you haven’t been before, do come and give it a go. There
are still a couple of places on the NPLQ course, which will
run from Saturday 7 to Wednesday 11 July, so if you will be
over 16 by 11 July and would like to train as a lifeguard, this is
your chance. Bookings are also being taken for the Lido’s
intensive swimming courses for children, which begin on
Monday 23 July and run Monday to Friday for the following
four weeks. Book one week or all four – it’s up to you. Please
email info@chippylido.co.uk for more information on all
courses. Other events and activities will be announced on the
website, www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido and
Twitter @ChippyLido. 

Please remember The Lido is run as a charity by the
community for the community, so if you’d like to support it
you can give directly via www.Totalgiving.co.uk and/or as you
shop online via www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido.
It’s still well worth getting a season ticket as the most
economical way to enjoy The Lido all summer too. The Lido
team look forward to seeing you very soon! 

Claire Williamson

Paddington 2 at Churchill
The next Screen by the Green movie at Churchill and Sarsden
Village Hall is Paddington 2 on Saturday 16 June – you’ll adore
this film. It’s full of fun, it’s colourful, it’s a great story with
fantastic effects and a fabulous cast, including Hugh Bonneville,
Julie Walters, Tom Conti and Jim Broadbent. This time, the
courteous, marmalade-loving little bear unites his London
neighbours, survives wrongful imprisonment and tackles a
dastardly villain and fading actor, played by Hugh Grant in a
fantastic, hammy performance and at his funniest ever. The film
gets progressively funnier and even more enjoyable as it goes
on, with plenty of good-natured comedy, laugh-out-loud

moments, as well as moments of pathos. It is a visual feast
with many daring techniques but leaving you with a warm,
cozy glow. You deserve something nice – and this is it. Don’t
think for one moment that you are too old for this absolutely
delightful treat – you are not. (Newsteam members can
attest!) All films start at 7.30; tickets £5, pay on the door. For
more information and to book ring 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com.

Nurturing at St Mary’s School
St Mary’s Church and
Primary School have
worked together to
open a new ‘nurture
room’ on the school
premises – all aimed at
giving children a ‘space
to breathe’. A team of
volunteers from St
Mary’s Church
transformed the room
over a week, painting it
and furnishing it to be
bright and cosy and
distinct from a classroom. The room offers a space in which
school children can share their concerns and express
themselves creatively away from the busyness of the
classroom. It is designed to be a bridge between school and
home – a place where children feel listened to. Children have
already been making extensive use of the room during the
school day with one child saying that being in the nurture

Whichford Pottery, Whichford, Nr. Shipston-on-Stour, Warks, CV36 5PG
 Tel:  01608 684416   www.whichfordpottery.com

Talk by Ursula Buchan 
At 11.30am talk by award-winning journalist Ursula Buchan. 

Tickets for talk £12.50 each. Call or go online to book.

Special Event at Whichford Pottery  

P O T T E R Y

Saturday 16th June -10am to 5pm

• Special Offers on Flowerpots  

• Handmade Gifts • The Straw Kitchen

Plants for Sale 
Exceptional plants for sale by Miserden Nursery.

Garden Open 
�e much acclaimed private garden at the Pottery will  

be open to our visitors from 11am to 3pm.

There’s a summer of fun on offer at the Lido – why not join in
the Solstice celebrations on 22 June?

At work transforming the room



Gerald Forse 1939-2018
Gerald Forse, his wife Eileen and their three
children arrived in Chipping Norton in 1975
when he became the Minister of the
Baptist Church in New Street, a position
he held until 1986. He was regarded as a
DIY expert and willingly put these skills
to good use at home and wherever he
worked. While at the Baptist Church he
helped build a ramp in front of the Church
to enable children from Penhurst School to
attend the Church’s clubs and services easily.
This helped those children to integrate with other children –
something that was not so usual back then. He was also, at that
time, Chaplain at Cotshill, a residential home for adults with
learning and physical disabilities. After retiring from ministerial
work he worked at Cherrington House for The Home Farm
Trust, caring for adults with learning disabilities. 

A keen artist throughout his life, Gerald produced several
portraits of the Cotshill residents which were shown at his
Service of Thanksgiving. Later, as Church Warden of St Mary’s
Church from 2010 to 2013, the same skills of pastoral care and
practicality were appreciated. He continued worshipping at St
Mary’s until prevented by his recent illness. His empathy for
the disabled was mentioned in the book The English Baptists of
the 20th Century,  ‘... in Chipping Norton, Gerald Forse was
involved in ministry to adults and children with learning
difficulties. He described teaching groups in his church that
might include some children who were unable to speak or
hold a pencil’.

Gerald was known locally through various activities,
including as an active member of the Committee responsible
for the children’s playground in Cornish Road. He provided
behind-the-scenes help to the Horticultural Association. He
was also a great supporter of the Chipping Norton News,
attending AGMs and writing articles. Gerald had periods of ill
health throughout his life but served the Church faithfully,
known as a kind person with integrity and humanity. His Service
of Thanksgiving was on 2 May at St Mary’s Church. With his and
Eileen’s three children and eight grandchildren participating, the
service gave the congregation an insight into Gerald’s life, telling
of the quiet but positive way he helped so many people. 
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room is like ‘letting out a big sigh’, while others call it the
‘peace room’.

St Mary’s Church has also appointed a new Schools and
Community Support Worker to ensure there is a listening ear
for children who visit the room. Catherine Spring, who is an
experienced art therapy practitioner and a member of the
congregation at St Mary’s Church, runs sessions for the
children in the nurture room to help them articulate their
emotions and develop resilience. Catherine says of the room,

‘I think for many children the nurture room is a place of
refuge within their hectic lives. Knowing that there is
someone here that has the time to listen and respond to
them individually, even if just for five minutes, seems to help,
and feedback from staff and parents reflects this’. For more
information about the nurture room you can contact
Catherine at catherine.spring@stmaryscnorton.com or the
Vicar of St Mary’s Chipping Norton, James Kennedy
(james.kennedy@stmaryscnorton.com), 642688.

Police & community safety
This month’s reports from Police, press and local Neighbourhood
Watch
Vehicle break-in In the early hours of 30 April, a vehicle
was broken into on the London Road, Chipping Norton. The
vehicle alarm alerted residents and nothing was stolen.
However, it’s believed that the offenders were hoping tools
were kept inside the vehicle. Contact 101 with any
information – ref number 43180128768.
Car stolen Between 2pm on 9 May and 9am on 10 May, a
silver Fiesta was stolen from Shepard Way, Chipping Norton.
The vehicle had been parked next to the electricity sub-
station. Ref number 43180140335.
Doorstep crime Clare Percival of our local Neighbourhood
Watch organised a Town Hall event in May for the public to
hear advice on how to prevent or identify Doorstep Crime,
Scams and Fraud. An Oxfordshire County Council Trading
Standards representative and James Ferriman, a Community
Banker from NatWest, were there to help. 
Local crime statistics Police recorded 55 crimes in March
in the local Chipping Norton area. They included anti-social
behaviour (15), burglary (5), criminal damage and arson (11),
other theft (4), other crime (2), robbery (2), shoplifting (4),
vehicle crime (1), violence and sexual offences (11). Please
visit https://www.police.uk/shape/sMi1qH/ for more
information, including outcomes of these crimes, and contact
information for your local policing team.

LOCAL NEWS

Member of the ACCA Advising clients in Chipping Norton for 30 years

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park 
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

tel. 01608 642570  email. advice@astral-lbh.co.uk
www.astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups

VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping

Self Assessment & Personal Tax

iXBRL Reporting  
& Corporate Tax

Business Consultancy  
& Planning

The nurture room is now in use – ‘a place  of refuge’ within
children’s hectic lives
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SPOTLIGHT ON OVER NORTON

Blessed with the best of bank holiday weather, Over Norton
held a magnificent MayFest and Dog
Show at the
Village Hall on
Sunday 6 May. The
event, which was
fundraising for
restoration of the
village’s Fountain
Memorial (see
below), revived a
tradition that petered out
around 70 years ago. It was
an amazing day on so
many levels, bringing the
community together to
enjoy all that a small
village has to offer. The
fete was opened by
supportive County
Councillor Hilary Biles,
and the day was
professionally compered by
Al Kitchen. The weather was
wonderful, which con-
tributed to the fantastic
atmosphere, with around
200 people coming from the
village and wider area, and
around 50 dogs for the dog
show. This was a great success thanks to Sarah Bigland, a local
resident and dog training instructor, who organised that
section. The bar and barbecue were extremely popular all day,

with the addition of cream teas later in the afternoon, all run
by some stalwart volunteers, to whom we

give our sincere
thanks. The
Charlbury Morris
Dancers added to
the country fete
atmosphere, and
they were followed
by the Nolan
Academy children
who performed
some enchanting
dances in the arena,
perfectly instructed
by Jodie Nolan. Sharn
Woodgate and Jan
Cliffe are the
organisers of all the
fundraising events

and would like to thank
all those who have
offered help, for the
MayFest (with over
£2000 raised) as well as
the other events. There
is a small band of very
hardworking people,
together with those
who have come along

to support the project, who have helped to raise £28,000
towards the £35,000 needed for the structural and repair
works, which we hope will start later this summer. 

Jan Cliffe

The Fountain Memorial in Over Norton was erected as a
memorial in 1864 by
the four children of
Colonel Henry
Dawkins and his wife
Emma, who died
within a month of
each other in that
year. It is listed as
being of architectural
and historical
interest and is
situated over the village pump on the Green in the centre of
the village. It was the main source of water for the Village
until 1946, when mains water was laid on. In 2011 scaffolding
was erected around the monument as there was evidence of
movement in the rear south pillar and base. The Parish
Council requested a ground investigation be undertaken in
2014/15. This was done by Stress Ltd of Slough. In 2016-18
the Parish Council set aside £10,000 towards the
restoration.

The Fountain Project Action Group started in August
2017, when a group of concerned residents asked permission

Restoring The Fountain Memorial
of the Parish Council to form a sub-committee to take the
this project forward, and this was agreed.This group
produced an Action Plan and in September 2017 embarked
on a rigorous programme of fundraising. To date, a total of
£3,500 in grants has been received from the Doris Field
Trust, Oxfordshire County Council, and from Oxfordshire

Local History Association – towards an
information lectern. £7,800 in donations
have been received from the Over
Norton History Group closure funds,
Over Norton Newsletter advert fund,
the Dawkins Family, Chipping Norton
Veterinary Hospital, and several local
residents. Fundraising events have
included two Quiz and Supper Nights
with raffles, making and selling
Christmas cards, two Co-op packing
days, the MayFest and two sessions of
Chastleton teas are also  booked for
June and August. Donations towards the

Fountain Fund are very welcome – please contact Jan on
01608 641057 or Sharn on sharn@woodgate-home.com

Jan Cliffe

Over Norton’s MayFest magic

The Fountain pictured in 1900 and
(right) as it is now, clad in scaffolding

Top left: Over Norton May Day celebrations
1938 – a tradition revived this year
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Back home with the ‘Granny Project’
But the project that brought him back to Chippy, where he
was a pupil at Chipping Norton School in the mid 2000s, was
a private screening at The Theatre of his film seven years in
the making, which was very close to home indeed. Merry and

two friends from university days realised
that they each had a Granny of whom they
were very fond – all phenomenal women
with an unusual past and a particular
connection: one a British spy during the
war years, one a Hungarian communist
Holocaust survivor and one a dancer from
Nazi Germany. In the film the three friends

bring their Grannies together and, in
doing so, travel back and forth
across Europe while their grannies
set off on a virtual journey of
memory. The young men transport
their Grannies back to their youth
and give us an insight into the
connection between grandparents
and grandchildren on the verge of
the 21st century. 

Awards, plaudits,
funding success
The film, supported by the
British Council and
Hungarian Film Fund, has
already won awards in
Hungary for Best Editor and
Best Documentary, been
shown in Moscow, Kiev,
Prague, Copenhagen, Leipzig,
and Budapest, and is going to
Taiwan, Canada and Italy. A
packed private screening at
The Theatre, Chipping

Norton, on 23 April saw warm applause. It is easy to see why
the film has been so well received, being moving and poignant,
yet funny, with universal and timeless messages. In a Q&A
after screening, Merry paid tribute to fellow film maker Bollo,
Hungarian, who had secured funding for post-production
including editing the 200 hours of documentary footage down
to just 90 minutes. The film is dedicated to Rosanne
Colchester, Merry’s granny and Hook Norton resident, who
sadly passed away before the film was finally edited. Take a
look at Merry’s work on his website meredithcolchester.com
or, better still, attend one of his performances in one guise or
another. Let’s hope The Theatre will welcome him back with
a live show in the near future.

Do you know of a young person brought up in or around
Chippy who has gone on to achieve interesting things? If
so, do let us know and perhaps we can feature them.

Enthused by Chippy Youth Theatre
With over 24 projects under his belt as director and actor,
Meredith’s energy seems to know no bounds. He is a
successful comedic actor, being clownish and physical in his
movements and facial expressions, but has also played the
serious lead in a period drama and created
and directed many innovative performance
pieces. Merry, as he is usually known, told us
‘I got my enthusiasm for acting from Jo
Higgins and Chipping Norton Youth Theatre,
which I attended from 7 until I was 16. I
absolutely loved it. Jo built up my confidence
and let my imagination go wild’. Merry, now
29, graduated from Brighton
University with a BA in
Performance and Visual Arts in
2011, and soon after set up
Gallivant Films with three friends,
and spent several years producing
music videos and documentaries –
work still ongoing. 

Performance, innovation,
experience
To indulge his first passion of
live theatre Merry also set up
Cat and Mouse Theatre in
Brighton as well as Slash
Theatre, which has staged
three successful comedies.
His range of creative skills
includes film, video, period
drama, feature
documentaries, cabaret,
walkabout theatre, comedy
theatre, puppetry,
performance installation,
interactive theatre and
immersive theatre. His recent invention is to invite the
audience to dinner in a hotel staffed by Fawlty Towers
characters, which is described as ‘Very funny, slapstick
humour. Lots of audience interaction and improvisation’.
Then most recently team-building-computer-hacking-
immersive-experiences, called Chronyko. ‘What, on earth, is
that?’ we asked! Merry said, ‘Essentially we build unique site-
specific team-building events, for tech-savvy companies,
where participants complete technical and practical
challenges. We build a story around the challenges and
immerse participants into that world. Our first event, based
in a prison, had all participants arrested at the start, on the
grounds that someone had broken UK national security.
Participants had to prove their own innocence and discover
the real criminal amongst them by completing various
challenges’. 

Where are they now?
Merry Colchester – film director & actor

In the first of a potential occasional series celebrating the talent of some young people home
grown around Chippy, we focus on Meredith Colchester, actor, performance artist and director,
whose film ‘Granny Project’ was shown at The Theatre in April. Newsteam’s Linda Rand reports

Middle: the three friends whose phenomenal Grannies were the
subject of the Granny Project

Below:  Merry pictured with his Granny, Rosanne Colchester
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The Theatre
Ballet Central The renowned graduate performing
company brings its annual nationwide tour to The Theatre, on
Saturday 2 June at 7.45pm. This season’s breadth of repertoire
is testament to the distinguished choreographers who
support the young dance company: Matthew Bourne, Jenna
Lee, Kenneth MacMillan, Georgio Bassani and Christopher
Marney. The latter is the Artistic Director of Ballet Central
and says, ‘Following last year’s enthusiastic response to our
varied programme, I have, alongside our valued partner
choreographers, developed a programme that offers
storytelling, technique and drama.’

Spats Langham’s Hotfingers Popular on Chippy’s Jazz Day

for their packed gigs in The Chequers, Spats & Co now return
to Chippy Theatre with The Banned Played On: an eclectic
mix of tunes from the 1920s-40s, deemed at the time by
various authorities and even governments to be unsuitable for
public ears. Whether it was political or social reasons or plain
bad taste, you’ll hear the stories. The likes of Bing Crosby, Ella
Fitzgerald, Fats Waller, not forgetting George Formby, all
played in the inimitable Hotfingers styles of hot jazz, lowdown
blues and popular song. Sunday 10 June at 7.45pm. 

ChipNorComFest Extra! The pesky Beast from the East
meant Mark Watson cancelled his previous date but he’s re-
booked for Sunday 8 July at 7.45pm. Suitable for ages 14+.
Tickets £18.50 from 642350 or www.chippingtontheatre.com

The Theatre Garden Party is organised by the Friends on
Saturday 21 July 2-4.30pm. Yummy cream teas and eclectic
stalls, 36 New Street (look for the balloons) … all invited to
join in the fun! Definitely a date for the diary.

A Tender Thing – A review A Newsteam member watched
The Theatre’s latest
home-grown pro-
duction. A Tender
Thing by Ben Power
imagines Romeo and
Juliet, the ‘star-
crossed lovers’ at the
end of their long lives
together. Shakes-
peare’s original
words are woven
together into a new,
deeply romantic

story of loyalty, loss and enduring love. Starring Patrick Driver
as Romeo and Suzanna Hamilton as Juliet, this two-hander,
one-act play is intensely moving as we see Juliet’s health
deteriorate and Romeo’s almost brutish refusal to accept the
impending loss of his dearest love. She tries to cheer him
despite his anger and then we see his despair when she lapses
into dementia. It took some members of the audience by
surprise that the play was entirely spoken in Shakespearean
blank verse, with extracts from sonnets, whilst featuring a
modern set and characters. However, it was superbly acted,
staged and inventively lit. As John Terry, the Director, says in
his programme notes, ‘The ghosts of the original characters
live inside the older characters, just like our own ghosts live
on inside us.’  

Theatre Summer Workshops
3 Day Drama (age 5-7)  This
aims to build confidence,
creativity and imagination.
Improvisation, mime and
storytelling – a fun and exciting
experience. Participants
perform on the stage on
Wednesday. 30 July-1 August
10am-3pm £90 or 13 -15 August
10am-1pm £70. 
3 Day Musical Theatre (age 5-7) Working with creative
practitioners, sing songs and learn dance routines with ending
stage performance. 6-8 August 10am-1pm Cost – £70. 
Drama Weeks (age 8-12) Working with a theatre
professional, participants develop a piece of theatre and
perform on stage Friday at 7.30pm. 30 July-3 August, or 6-10
August, 13-17 August. All 10am-4pm (7.30pm on Friday). Cost
– £130.
Musical Theatre Weeks (age 8-12) Working with
professional theatre practitioners, create, rehearse and
perform a musical theatre show on the stage. Those based at
Woodstock will be bused to the Theatre on Thursday and
Friday. Based at Theatre 30 July-3 August and 6-10 August; At
Woodstock 13-17 August. 10am-5pm (7.30pm on Friday)
Cost – £145.
Musical in Six Days (age 13+) The Addams Family: a new
musical comedy  Working with director, choreographer and
musical director, rehearse the full musical in a week. 20–24
August (10am-5pm). 25 August (11am-9pm). Performances:
Sat 25 August at 4pm & 7.30pm. Cost – £170.
Booking and information: Box Office on 643350 or
www.chippingnortontheatre.com.

Photo © Josh Tomalin
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2018 ChipLitFest was one of the best yet with 51 public
events and 17 school-based events from 25-29 April.
Approximately 4,500 people attended events. 80 authors
spoke at the Festival. The
hardworking volunteer com-
mittee sent some afterthoughts:
‘We like to offer a real variety at
ChipLitFest, we really hope
there's an event for everyone. We
started with the launch of our
fourth collection of stories
written by local children following
an inspiring workshop with
author Jasmine Richards. We were
delighted to welcome Terry Waite
to discuss his latest collection of
essays, Solitude. And on a lighter
note, broadcaster Liza Tarbuck
entertained us with her wonderful “album for grown-ups”, I
Am Distracted By Everything. In between there were debut
novelists, international best-sellers, journalists, poets, nature
writers, workshops for aspiring writers, medical memoirs,
free lectures, school events and a children's festival. A key part
of ChipLitFest is Chipping Norton itself. All events take place
in existing buildings from the gorgeous Theatre to the local
nursery centre. We take over the Town and the Town comes
with us! We are supported by so many shops and businesses
either through sponsorship or in kind, the Fire Brigade put up
our flags and bunting, Jaffé & Neale Bookshop organises all
our book sales, the Health Centre lent us their car park for
weekend visitors, and a whole host of volunteers help to keep
the Festival moving throughout the weekend.’

Terry Waite: Solitude. Some thoughts from one Newsteam
member: To a packed theatre, Terry Waite sat and chatted as
if he was in his armchair at home. Speaking with clarity and
honesty he answered questions put by the interviewer on

stage and later the audience. As most of us know, he was held
hostage in Lebanon between 1987 and 1991, most of that
time in solitary confinement, seeing no-one, even being

blindfolded whenever a guard
came in contact. He admitted to
often being afraid and decided to
use each day to get to know
himself and, in his head, write of
this experience. Once released,
Terry Waite discovered that he
wanted to find out more about the
power of solitude in the lives of
other people hence his book
Solitude. I really felt I had got to
know him during that hour in the
Theatre and have a greater
understanding of what he
campaigns for and why. 

Professor Simon Horobin Once again the Oxford
University Press treated us to three short talks based on their
small books series. Another Newsteam member heard
Professor Horobin’s A Very Short Introduction to the
English Language. At first glance a challenging task but with
great humour and audience participation he explained the
variations in language that have developed over the centuries.
Dictionaries illustrate some of these changes but when we
get to current online definitions, we can find ourselves in an
entirely different world. A most enjoyable and amusing talk.
Dates for next year's ChipLitFest: 25-28 April 2019.

Summer is coming
This year’s ChipLitFest saw children from our local schools
wonderfully engaged in writing poetry and short stories. To
keep up the interest in young people writing, here’s a
contribution sent to the Chippy News this month 
Summer
The grass is green
The birds are happy
Heaven is shining
And so are you
The spirit of summer
Is special and true
The sun is smiling
He is smiling at you
Soon the sun
Goes to sleep
He rests his head
Goodnight he said

Sent by Faith (aged 11)
And also, if you are a budding journalist – maybe there are some
young readers who would like to write news stories or send
pictures. Let us know at chippymail@aol.com

On  What’s 

BOX OFFICE 01608 642350     www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

 
 
LIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
Wed 30th May, 7.45pm TWO, BY JIM CARTWRIGHT, £15, £13, £5 under 26  
Sat 2nd June, 7.45pm BALLET CENTRAL, £15.50, £13.30 
Thu 7th June, 7.45pm WOKE, £15, £13, £5 under 26  
Sat 9th June, 7.45pm THE MILL ON THE FLOSS, £14, £12, £5 under 26 
Sun 10th June, 7.45pm HOT FINGERS: THE BANNED PLAYED ON, £14 
Wed 13th June, 7.45pm ODYSSEY, £14, £12, £5 under 26 
Thu 14th June, 7.45pm BIG BANG TO BIG BAND, £11.50, £9.50 
Fri 15th June, 7.45pm THE BEGINNINGS OF FAIRPORT CONVENTION, £18 
Fri 15th & Sat 16th, Various Times IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE MITFORDS , £16  
Sat 23rd June, 7.45pm LLOYD LANGFORD & FIN TAYLOR, £12 
Sun 24th June, 7.45pm CARA DILLON (Selling Fast!), £21.50  
Sat 30th June, 7.30pm  TOWN HALL CEILIDH, £15 All proceeds go to the Theatre  
Sat 30th June, 7.45pm HARDEEP SINGH KOHLI & HELEN LEDERER, £13.50  
Sun 1st July, 7.45pm  THE RAJASTHAN HERITAGE BRASS BAND, £16   
 
FILM                  Tickets £10, £7.50 U16s 
31st May, 1st & 4th June 7.30pm   GUERNSEY LITERARY AND POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY (12A) 
Sun 3rd June, 7.30pm  LET THE SUNSHINE IN (15)French, English sub tles 
12th 7.30pm&25th June 10.30am  THE DAM BUSTERS (U) 
16th 7.30pm&19th June 10.30am  TULLY (15) 
Tue 19th June, 7.30pm  BOMBSHELL: THE HEDY LAMARR STORY (12A) 
Thu 21st & Fri 22nd June, 7.30pm THAT GOOD NIGHT (12A) 
Wed 27th&Fri 29th June, 7.30pm EDIE (12A) 
 
THEATRE SCREENINGS    
Thu 5th July, 7.20pm  EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE  
 
SHOWS FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: ALL TICKETS £8.50  
Sun 3rd June, 2pm  THE RELUCTANT DRAGON (3+)  
6th June, 2.30pm & 6pm CHILDREN ARE STINKY– CIRCUS FOR KIDS! (3+) 
Sat 23rd June, 2.30pm ME AND MY BEE (7+) 
Sat 30th June, 11.30am HOW DOES THIS POLITICS THING WORK THEN? (7+) 

ChipLitFest – Afterword

Jasmine Richards with some young authors
Photo © Silver Apples Photography 2018
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Arts events and lectures
Artweeks in the sun! The sunny weather
in May brought streams of art lovers out to
visit the local 100+ venues.. Here’s a snapshot
of sites seen on a Newsteam member’s trip
to Chadlington. 

Shirley lived in Chipping Norton’s Distons Lane from 1997
to 2010 where her friends valued her company and her
many interests including the theatre, art
history and language. She was active in the
local community (including as proof-reader
for The Chipping Norton News!) Shirley has
been a poet and writer since the age of six,
and published at an early age. She was also a
journalist at one time, writing for The Times
Educational Supplement. But poems were her
first love, and they appeared in private press
publications, national papers and magazines. In
1974 Shirley also started writing books on
ancient tracks, drove roads and the social
history of the countryside, on which she is a
leading authority. She has written 11 books
about ancient routes and the countryside of
England and Wales, and two based on her
research into the origins of the Celtic Church
and the lives of Celtic monks who used these ancient trails.
Books on these subjects include The Drovers’ Roads of Wales,
Blackdown Hills of Somerset, and Celtic Journeys. 

Booklaunch Spotlight
Shirley Toulson:  ‘A Lifetime of Poetry’

Now in her nineties and living near Bury St. Edmunds, her
son Ian has helped her collate all her unpublished poems

into a book A Lifetime of Poetry.
Beginning with Windrush written at the age
of eight; it is a moving, interesting and
personal insight into her life. This is a short
poem, sadly still topical, from the collection.
The Death of England
Choked by cars, the country cries
For fresh air, for cleaner skies.
The leaves of trees no longer can
Absorb pollution made by man.
We wait a generation, who
Will know more clearly what to do
And only hope it’s not too late
For some saving from our fate.

Shirley was in Waterstones in Bury St
Edmunds last month  signing copies of this
new collection of poems. Anyone who

would like a copy should contact Ian Toulson, 1 Wrenshall
Cottage, Walshan-Le-Willows, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP31
3AS enclosing a cheque for £8 which includes £2 for P&P. 

Fibre Festival Middle Row 2 June 10am-4pm. Wensleydale
sheep and ‘woolly’ activities. Further details at the Fibreworks
645970 or at www.thefibreworks.co.uk.

The Arts Society Cotswolds The June lecture is Tradition
and Innovation in the Art of Jacopo Tintoretto by Caroline Brooke,
how the artist developed a highly innovative style which
changed the course of painting in Venice. 13 June 11.30am at
Warwick Hall, Burford OX18 4RZ. Non-members welcome
(suggested donation £10) www.theartssocietycotswolds. 

North Cotswold Arts Association Alistair Baird from The
Dark Room Getting your art in print. A talk on how to get your
art work printed in different formats. Wednesday 13 June 2-
4pm at Warwick Hall, Burford, All welcome. Details: 644425

Chipping Norton Choral
Society Sing Day Vivaldi’s
Gloria & Bob Chilcott’s The Voyage
16 June at Top School 10am with
performance at 5.30pm in St
Mary’s Church. Tickets £25.
Further details on 07988 233299
or at tickets@cncs.org.uk. 

Oxfordshire Museum – for children
Peter Rabbit Mischief & Mayhem 16 June-8 September. Peter
Rabbit hops, skips and jumps right off the page in this
interactive exhibition. See original illustrations and memorabilia
and have fun and games with these favourite characters.
Dragon Boat Festival with Snowflake Books, 23 June, 2-4pm.
Chinese themed crafts based on the Dragon Boat Festival and
joining in with the Woodstock Carnival. Info
www.snowflakebooks.co.uk, oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums
Entry to Museum and exhibitions free.See also the April and May issues of the News for featured

local artists – and look at www.artweeks.org/festival for more

THE ARTS
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In the West Oxfordshire District Council Election on 3 May,
Labour Councillor Laetisia Carter, who holds a Chipping
Norton seat, was re-elected
with 1116 votes. Gary Jones
(Conservative) polled 490
and Juliet Byrne (Liberal
Democrat) 284. Turnout was
37.72%. Since four years ago,
when she was elected, Cllr
Carter has increased her
majority from 91 to 626
votes (from 45% to 59% of
the vote). Chippy’s other two
councillors are Labour’s
Geoff Saul and Conservative
Guy Wall, whose seat is up for election next year in 2019. 

Overall in West Oxfordshire Labour gained two seats,
with a close result in Witney and a victory in Freeland and
Hanborough, where Tory Housing Cabinet Member Colin
Dingwall was unseated. Labour’s Laetisia Carter said the

POLITICS & PEOPLE

Conservatives ‘can no longer take any seat for granted’. The
Lib Dems took three from the Conservatives, including

Ascott and Shipton under
Wychwood. Conservative
Council leader James Mills
(who retained his seat) had
expected ‘a difficult night’,
and suggested that people
were taking the
opportunity of letting a
‘mid-term’ Tory-led
Government know ‘what
they think about them’
Conservatives, however,
retain strong overall

control in West Oxfordshire – they now have 34 seats with
one independent, six Labour and eight Liberal Democrats.
Oxfordshire’s four rural Districts, including WODC, are all
Tory controlled, but Labour run Oxford City, where there are
no Conservatives at all.  

Councillor Laetisia Carter re-elected

Mayor’s Casino bet pays off!
Ending his five-year stint as Town
Mayor, Cllr Mike Tysoe, with his
Mayoress Monica, hosted a
successful charity Town Hall Casino
Night in April. Mike told the News
that around 70 people joined them
and local companies were at the
forefront, with ‘Hook Norton
Brewery providing beer, Cotswold
Distillery the cocktails, Chippy Co-
op  wine and nibbles, supper was
cooked by Chippy Tea Set plus
some very generous raffle  prizes
from many High Street shops, pubs

& restaurants – for which many many
thanks’. The guests (most had

supported last year’s event) said it was even better with dancing as well
later on. Accounts are to be finalised – around £2500 in total will be
divided between Bloodwise (Leukaemia Research) and  Chippy Lido. 

Mayor Mike Tysoe, with Monica’s support, has served a record five
years as Town Mayor, and at May’s Mayormaking he received much praise
from the whole Town Council and warm applause from the public in the
audience. While in office, Mike has taken a personal and proactive lead
in many town initiatives, including sprucing up the town centre and Town
Hall improvements (but as he says ‘more to go’), plus getting local and
often voluntary support for dealing with snow and bad weather. Mike
told the News that high on his personal list has been Greystones
improvements, notably the new Scout Hut. Much energy has, with other
key councillors, gone into making the Town heard in important local
planning discussions, health service changes, and of course the Town’s
own Neighbourhood Plan. He has also encouraged the Council to put
its finances on a stronger footing, building up reserves for future
spending on the Town Hall and much needed services as other local
authorities continue to tighten belts. Mike has frustratingly battled with
bureaucracy and finding volunteers to help with everything, but praised
the Town’s community spirit, ‘when things needed to get done’. As ever,
Mike will no doubt still be around to help out!

Update from local MP 
Last month the News put the spotlight on the large
range of services now provided by The Villager buses,
which are thriving in spite of public funding cuts.
Local MP Robert Courts is fully behind these

schemes, which include services in and out of Chippy.
He is pictured ‘opening’ the new Villager Community
Bus in May calling it ‘a shining example of a
community transport scheme run well.’ He also
spoke in Parliament recently about the importance of
the Cotswold Rail line, where the lost X8 bus link to
Kingham Station remains an issue. In his latest news
update, our MP also says he’s had many local letters
about plastic, recycling and environmental damage.
He’s been putting local views in a recent
Parliamentary debate, and mentioned the
Government’s 25 year Environment Plan and
initiatives such as banning microbeads, plastic straws,
cotton buds and stirrers, implementing a 5p plastic
bag charge, and plans for a bottle deposit scheme. He
says this is one of his priorities, and much more
needs to be done. Anyone in Chipping Norton who
has  views on all this can contact him at
robert@robertcourts.co.uk. No doubt recycling
ideas, bins, the state of local ‘bring’ sites, and the 30-
40 mile round trip to a waste tip might be on the list!

Cllr Laetisia Carter, celebrates with party colleagues and supporters

Retiring Mayor and Mayoress,
Mike & Monica Tysoe 



Chipping Norton Town Council
held its traditional Mayor Making in
the Town Hall on Monday 21 May,
with new Mayor Cllr Don Davidson
and Deputy James Kitcher-Jones
sworn in after Cllr Mike Tysoe
stood down after five years. The
only other time a mayor served 5
years was Cllr Smith in World War
II. Peta Simmons will act as
Mayoress – a role she performed
successfully when Cllr Davidson
was Mayor 12 years ago. 

Town Councillors and over 50
guests and members of the public
witnessed Cllr Chris Butterworth
nominate the Mayor, saying that his
experience on Town matters would be a great asset. In his
speech of acceptance, Cllr Davidson said he was honoured to

take on the role for a third time
dealing with key town issues such as
housing, traffic and town
infrastructure. The Mayoral Charities
will be Age Concern Chipping
Norton and Dogs for Good. Cllr
Richard Benfield praised the great
service of Mayor Mike Tysoe. The
new Mayor moved a vote of thanks
to retiring Mayoress, Monica Tysoe
who, welcomed her successor.

The mayor-making ceremony
and Council meeting, with Cllr
Davidson in his mayoral robes, was
followed by a reception hosted by
the Mayor and Mayoress. The
shortened Council meeting included

Councillors objecting to a controversial planning  application
for development at Toy Lane.
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Mayor Don Davidson
Don is well known within the Chipping Norton community, having
first arrived in our doorstep in 1974 to teach at Chipping Norton

School. After a successful career in teaching he
retired in 1999 to become an Education
Planning Project Officer within the County
Council. His key focus was co-ordinating
contractors for building work completion
within the local schools efficiently and timely.
He officially retired in 2011.
Don was first elected as an Independent
representative on the Town Council over 25
years ago. He deputy-chaired the

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to design a development plan
for the Town. This is the third time Don has been honoured to be our
Town Mayor. He held the position in 1996 to 1998 and 2004 to 2006.
‘Being Mayor allows me to push Chipping Norton’s name forward so
that we are not forgotten within the West Oxfordshire District
Council (WODC). I want to ensure that we have a consultative and
negotiated relationship so when decisions are made we are involved.’

Don feels that the Town has three major issues. On parking, he
says, ‘We need to increase the provision of parking and a sensible
option is having a multi-storey in New Street’. The situation with
HGV’s needs to be dealt with and Don wants to consult with the
public on what they would like to happen. Don is also campaigning
against the link road from Banbury Rd through Tank Farm and out at
the A361. Don has always found the people of Chipping Norton
helpful and friendly. ‘A lot of people are doing valuable work behind
the scenes in the Town; it makes for a healthy community; they are
unsung heroes. Let us never lose that precious community spirit.’

Deputy Mayor James Kitcher-Jones
Originally from Reading, James comes from a large
family network where they have a strong tradition of
getting involved in the local
community. With his mother
working in charity funding and
his father involved in local
politics James has followed in
their footsteps since arriving in
Chipping Norton. A qualified
estate agent since 1995 and,
never having been to Chippy
before he bought the Cotswold
Letting Agency in 2010, he has not looked back since.
‘The Town was very welcoming and you feel the
community spirit.’

He first got involved in the community by working
on neighbourhood planning after there were plans to
build a supermarket on the outskirts of the Town.
Unsuccessful in his first Town Council attempt in 2011,
James continued to work tirelessly and be involved in
the community. He campaigned to improve the town
centre and have the community work together and
cross promote their businesses.

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
are held on the third Monday of the month
at 7.15pm in the Town Hall Council Chamber
Members of the Public are invited to attend

New Mayoral line-up for Chipping Norton

The Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayor with Town
Clerk, Vanessa Oliveri

l-r: Mayor Mike Tysoe’s
final speech; Cllr
Davidson takes the
oath of office; handing
over the Mayoress’s
chain; new Mayor
Davidson sets out his
plans for the year
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LOCAL FEATURE

Ascott Martyrs’ Day 
On Saturday 23 June from 2 to 5pm, everyone is invited to join
together on the Green at Ascott under Wychwood to enjoy a
fun afternoon of music and
song, and hear more about
the Martyrs, their families
and life in the village at that
time. Beverley McCombs, a
descendant from New
Zealand and author of The
Ascott Martyrs, will be here to
tell the story – all, including
visitors, are encouraged to
get dressed 1870s rural style
for the occasion! At 2.30pm the commemorative textile
hanging, that a group of local woman have been working on
since September, will be unveiled. The textile will have a
permanent home in Ascott church, hanging opposite the main
entrance door. The Ascott Martyrs’ Educational Trust will use
it for presentations to local schools and interested groups
where it will provide a powerful and lasting reminder of the
women and their stories. There is free entry to the various
events on the day. More information from 01993 830122.

Martyr’s quilt at Museum
The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock, is marking the
hundredth anniversary of women’s enfranchisement by telling
the stories of some of the achievements of a selection of
extraordinary Oxfordshire Women. As part of this year-long
celebration a small temporary exhibition featuring a colourful
patchwork quilt said to have been made by one of the Ascott
Martyrs, opens at the Museum on Saturday 23 June and runs
until late September. The quilt is thought to have been started

by Martha Smith whilst in prison in Oxford in May 1873 and
completed later by her daughter. The quilt has been borrowed
for the exhibition from the People’s History Museum in

Manchester. Owing to
its fragility, the quilt is
not on public display
but, with the support of
the Ascott Martyrs’
Trust and the Friends of
the Oxfordshire
Museum, conservators
in Manchester have
undertaken work on the
quilt to enable it to

travel to Woodstock to mark this very special anniversary.

Study group explore Chippy police cell 
Members of the Ascott Martyrs’ study group, led by Peter Vass
of Oxford Brookes University, mentored by Wendy Pearse,
whose knowledge of the village is encyclopaedic, are digging
into records, teasing out the evidence for various aspects of
the Martyrs’ story. They say they may not yet have answers to
the many questions that arise from the reports of the events
of 1873, but progress is being made. Already some
unexpected information has emerged about Joseph Lakin,
Superintendent of Police at Chipping Norton police station,
when the Ascott Martyrs were imprisoned there overnight
pending their removal to Oxford gaol.

Educational Group
One of the next major tasks of the Trust is to set up an
educational group aiming to reach out to local schools and
develop media programmes (probably via YouTube) to spread
the significance of the Martyrs’ story. Help from existing or
retired teachers, as well as those with modern media skills, is
needed to establish goals and objectives before the Trust
seeks funding. New members of the group are always
welcome. If you are interested in joining us please email Carol
Anderson carol195@hotmail.co.uk. 

Remembering the Ascott Martyrs
2018 sees the centenary of the introduction of votes for (some) women
and locally, on 23 June, Ascott under Wychwood remembers the local

group of oppressed women who, in 1873, were punished for standing up to
authority. Here’s more, with thanks to the Ascott Grapevine, Sue Richards

and Paul Jackson.

	

h  unveiling of the Martyrs textile hanging at 2.30pm  h    
h  meet Beverley McCombs, author of ‘The Ascott Martyrs’  h 

h  hear and experience the Martyrs’ story  h 
h  local folk songs from Shepherds Crook h 
h  dress the family 1870s country style  h 

h  music & singing  h 
h  teas in the church  h    

h  food & drink at The Swan  h  
h  bring a picnic & have fun  h

Saturday 23 June   2–5pm
The Green, Ascott-under-Wychwood

ASCOTT
REMEMBER THOSE BRAVE WOMEN IN 1873

FREE ENTRY          SUPPORTED BY AMET          DETAILS 01993 830122

MARTYRS DAY
CHIPPING NORTON LIONS
CLUB & THE FRIENDS OF ST

MARY’S CHURCH 
proudly present a concert by

CAERPHILLYCAERPHILLY
MALE VOICE CHMALE VOICE CHOIR
with soloist Cheryl Roberts

on Saturday 7 July at 7.30pm
in St Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton
Price in advance £10 or £12 on the door
Tickets from Jaffe & Neale, The Church Office

or call 01608 643976 or 01993 831743

The Martyrs as pictured by Wendy Pearce
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our stand. Find out what we are all about and why we are so
popular! At the meeting on 5 June the speaker will be
member, Jim Portlock. He will entertain us with his
‘Switzerland Miscellany’. Finally, new speaker Alex Green, will
visit on 3 July, with ‘The Regional Railways Story.’

Estelle Brain

Chipping Norton Lions Club
We must start with an apology for giving the wrong date for
our Ascot Race Night. This is on 16 June at the Crown &
Cushion Hotel starting at 7pm. A few tickets at £5 are still
available from Lions Carol (07785 770812) or Maz (07507
535466) for this entertaining event.

This is part of a busy few weeks for the Lions. On 10 June
we will be at the Churchill Car Show with several interesting
items on our stall, so if you are visiting please look us up.

And then on Saturday 7 July at 7.30pm we have a concert,
presented in conjunction with the Friends of St Marys,
Chipping Norton, by the Caerphilly Male Voice Choir with
soloist Cheryl Roberts. This takes place at St Mary’s Church
with proceeds going jointly to The Friends and to Chipping
Norton Lions charitable account. The concert promises to be
a choral delight. The Caerphilly Male Voice Choir, formed in
1906, is now a registered charity, whose aim is to support local
charitable functions. Soprano Cheryl Roberts is a graduate of
the Royal Welsh College of Music and has sung at many events
for charity in Wales as well as guesting with the Choir. Tickets
are only £10 if bought in advance or £12 on the door. They are
available from Jaffé & Neale, the St Mary’s Church Office or by
phone from either 01608 643976 or 01993 831743.

John Roxby

WOWI – from Pickleball to pots
West Oxfordshire WI is very busy at the moment. The craft
club meets each month with some interesting projects in

hand. The walking group has resumed for the summer with a
lovely evening walk which finished in a local hostelry. Our
newest venture is playing Pickleball at the Leisure Centre. We
started with a taster session and are now going to make it a
regular weekly event. Our April meeting was a real treat with
Jodie Nolan who sang songs from West End Musicals and
ended with us all singing Dancing Queen with her. An incredible
voice and an entertaining evening. May brings a speaker from
the RNLI to explain how this charity keeps our coastline safe.
At June's meeting we will watch Neil Alcock demonstrate the
wonders of throwing clay on to a potter's wheel and creating
something beautiful!

Please come and join us. A very friendly group who will
welcome you. Ring Hilary Dix on 646228 for more details.  

Horticultural Association trips out
The last meeting of the winter season for Chipping Norton
Horticultural Association was well attended and much
appreciated when Marcel Floyd from Calne gave us an
excellent talk on Climbers. Our summer day trips are now
under way and there are still places on the June outings to
Coughton Court and Packwood House, and Stowe house and
garden in July. More details can be found on our website
www.cnha.uk or call the secretary, Eileen Forse on 643275

Travels with the Railway Club
At the meeting on 1 May we welcomed a new speaker, David
Aldred. He did not disappoint! His subject, The Lost Railway
Lines of Gloucestershire was full of local interest. David
showed his own slides, photographs taken by him many years
ago and amazingly they included views of Chippy Station
never seen before. You can imagine the response from the
members! The meeting was well attended and feedback has
been very good. He also showed slides of Bourton-on-the-
Water and other long-gone Gloucestershire stations and
halts. As David is a former teacher, one of our members
recognised him, remembered being taught by him as a boy. 

The spring outing on 13 May to the Welsh Vale of Rheidol
Railway in Aberystwyth which I will report on next month.
This line has some of Wales’ most impressive scenery.
Running from Aberystwyth to Devil’s Bridge a distance of
over 11 miles’ on a narrow-gauge steam train, it will be a long
day, with an early 7.30am start. We hope for our usual warm
sunny day and the ‘Fat Controller’ rarely lets us down! We will
be well represented at the Organisations Day at the Town
Hall on Saturday 2 June, from 9.30am. Do come along and visit

HiddenBeauty
8 Middle Row
Chipping Norton

0X7 5NH
01608 643862

Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk
Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart
of Chipping Norton

Offering a wide range of beauty
and hair treatments. 

Hair services
Nail treatments
Environ Facials

Waxing
Lashes & brows 
Competitive prices

We pride ourselves on our quality standards
and customer care

For queries, questions and more
information, feel free to get in touch today.

WOWI members try their hands at Pickleball
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doesn’t suit there are alternative days.
For more information call Joan Douglass on 07827

235453 or Helen at the Age UK Oxfordshire office on 01235
849 434 or Helensollis@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk.

Mackerel skies and mares’ tails
Chipping Norton Yacht
Club's April talk, Sailing
Weather, was given by
Penny Tranter from the
Met Office. After 35
years there Penny now
makes specialist
forecasts and helps
manage events,
including the 2012
Olympics. Our Met Office and the Japanese equivalent are the
two top weather forecasters; we and they are on small islands
by a big ocean which generates ‘interesting’ weather.

Penny has a deep understanding of what drives the weather,
and is a sailor. She explained how one can read and interpret
clouds, satellite pictures, weather data, and weather maps to
understand what is going on and what might happen next. We
were taken through the basic principles of pressure differences,
how and why air rises and falls, and how the jet streams
meander at the intersections of the polar, tropical and
equatorial ‘cells’. There is much truth behind sailors’ lore eg
Mackerel skies and mares’ tails make tall ships carry low sails. Penny
told us not to feel sorry for Michael Fish – he’s dined out on his
famous gaffe for years. And is the climate changing? Yes – we are
getting more extremes than we used to. For our programme, to
book, or to join (no boat required) visit cnyc.co.uk.

Roger Backhaus

Frugality reigns at CNWI
On 24 April Chipping Norton Women’s Institute hosted a
sociable gathering of six WIs in the Norton group. Biff Raven-Hill
gave an excellent talk about the valuable wartime housekeeping
skills she learnt from her grandmother which she still utilises
and passes on to young people today. She also showed many of
the items from her vintage collection – altogether a fascinating
slice of social history, much enjoyed by all. At their own meeting

Green Gym at the Solar Farm
We worked at a
new and unusual
site one morning
last month – the
Southill Solar Farm,
a Charlbury com-
munity project
which provides
electricity for local
people. It is still in
the early stages and
the land near the

solar panels needs weeding, especially young thistles and
ragwort. It will prove quite a long job but we took a break for
mid-morning refreshment as usual (pictured)! In Chippy we
have worked at Hawkyard Common, the Health Centre and
the Community Orchard. In addition the Field Reeves
provided wood chippings from the trees they cut down on
the Common and we spread them on the public path that
runs up alongside the Orchard. Some of you will remember
that it was a real quagmire in the wet weather so we hope
that the chippings will help to improve it for the future.

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and
welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there
are jobs for all! Lifts may be available and there is no joining
fee. Come and enjoy working outdoors in good company.
More information on our website www.chippygreengym.org
or email me at jennyharrington@btinternet.com.

Jenny Harrington 643269

A warm welcome at Late Spring 
The Late Spring (bereavement)
Group is facilitated by Age UK
Oxfordshire and meets in
Highlands’ front room on
the2nd and 4th Friday of the
month, 10-11.30am. We are a
friendly group and welcome you
to come along and meet us and see what you think. It’s open
to anyyone in Oxfordshire.

This is a relaxed meeting, and over coffee and cake we
meet with others who have lost a loved one. We share a
common understanding and are therefore able to offer
valuable comfort and support to each other. Often it is easier
to talk to others in the same situation as this loss can
sometimes  be  a subject  which is painful to discuss or is
avoided by family and friends, after a time. People come along
at different times in the process of their loss; some may come
at two months post bereavement whilst others may not come
along until two years after. There is no right or wrong, it’s
about how life is for you as an individual. Some people might
find coping with jobs a spouse did in the home or living alone
hard, whilst others who have experienced loss of another
relative or  friend   may struggle with other emotions.  It’s also
about remembering good times and laughter, being able to
talk and feel listened to.

Being listened to, is really important and helpful. The fact
that these groups continue to grow demonstrates this. We
now have 17 Late Spring groups running throughout
Oxfordshire. In the West we have groups in Witney, Burford,
Milton under Wychwood and Chipping Norton. So if a Friday
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transport can be arranged. For any enquiries about North
Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean
tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk.

Happiness is ... CN Flower Club
April saw Jane Fox
demonstrating ‘Hap-
piness is…’ and after
an enjoyable floral
evening everyone
decided Happiness
is… definitely
includes flowers. We
are looking forward
to our summer
outing in June to
Irene Tyack’s gallery
for a tour, talk and
tea. 9 June sees our
summer demonstration in St Mary’s church, tickets £10 to
include a cream tea, along with the Friends of St Mary’s
Church. More information from Elaine 07833 522592, St
Mary’s Church office (646202) and tickets also on sale at Jaffé
& Neale. See advert p8.

Amnesty defend Human Rights
The group have two interesting evenings lined up this summer.
This month’s meeting is a workshop led by Robert Richwood
on Human Rights Defenders and at next month’s meeting
Isobel Jaques will talk about what she has learnt while
working for various Human Rights organisations including
Amnesty International.

The Group will have a stall on the Town Hall
Organisations Day on 2 June; please come along to find out
what we do. On Saturday afternoon, 16 June, we are holding
an Amnestea in the Lower Town Hall and will have on display
material in support of Refugee Week. Do pop in for tea and
cake or just rest awhile and read our display. 

June Meeting: 7.30pm Thursday 14 June Lower Town Hall.
All are welcome. Call Val for details on 645036 

Kaye Freeman

Ramblers enjoy a walk of good value
The first Sunday in May was in the middle of the heatwave and
16 walkers, smothered in sun screen and peeping out under
the brims of hats, did the iconic Glyme walk, noting that
Spring had truly sprung. Why is this walk of such ‘good value’?
Because of the natural way it can be shortened or lengthened
to please all abilities and wishes. Setting off past the
allotments, through Glyme Farm, left at the BBOWT nature
reserve, skirting the golf course and through Pearman’s Farm
– and there is the Oxford Road inviting the weary to strike
for home. And then there were 10! Across the road, along
Swing-Swang to the A44 thence to the Banbury Road and
another opportunity. And then there were seven! Across the
road, through the tall iron kissing gate, and through to Over
Norton. Here one member wanted to head along the Salt
Way (called by my family ‘Over the Top’) but she went with
the other six along The Cleeves (aka ‘The Coffin Path’) ending
in the Churchyard, losing one walker at the path up to Wilcox
Road. And then there were six! One peeled off at Church
Street leaving five heading for home – or to Bitter & Twisted

on 9 May members discussed the important resolution on
mental health which is to go forward for debate at the National
AGM, and finalised plans to take part in the Town Council’s
Organisations Day on 2 June. At our next meeting on 13 June
the jewellery designer Helen Plumb is to give a presentation
about her craft, when visitors and new members will be
welcome to join us in the Lower Town Hall at 7pm.

Prudence Chard 642903

Visit Forge Farm with NOOG
Our May visit to Southill Solar
farm at Charlbury was
fascinating – wonderful to see
poor agricultural land
transformed into a successful
solar farm, surrounded by an
extensive wildlife- and bee-
friendly meadow and orchard. A
programme change for
Wednesday 6 June: we’ll be
visiting family-owned Forge

Farm near Cropredy. This 5-acre organic smallholding,
developed from a formerly derelict site, now produces apples,
pears and plums to make jam and cider, hosts a spinney of
native trees and an ample vegetable patch, with chickens for
eggs, and beehives for honey. Their specialty, pumpkins and
squashes, are supplied to a wide range of venues in London.
On Wednesday 4 July we visit Chadlington’s Community-
Supported Kitchen Garden, which we learnt about at our
October meeting last year. Do join us – 7pm start, and shared

Why you should buy your
carpet from a Carpet
Foundation retail member

You will get these benefits:
•  Impartial Professional Advice
•  Written Terms of Business
•  Written Quotations
•  Deposit Safeguards
•  Free Extended Guarantees
•  A Free Installation Guarantee
•  After Sales Procedures

New Road, Moreton-in-Marsh (near Station)
Tel: 01608 651991

Unit 19, Worcester Road Ind Est, Chipping Norton
Tel: 01608 645172

FREE FITTING
by our own fully employed and insured fitters.

FREE ESTIMATES
Visit either shop or we can come to you with samples.

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 10am to 4pm

Email: enquiries@cotswoldcarpets.co.uk
www.cotswoldcarpets.co.uk 

Autumn at Forge Farm
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for welcome refreshment. Next walk 3 June. Meet at 2pm in
New Street Car Park for a leisurely walk lasting about 2
hours. New members are very welcome. Enquiries to
Heather Leonard 643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk
or by emailing jennyharrington@btinternet.com.

Heather Leonard

Burford & Kingham Rotary
The Club’s support for Chastleton House refreshments
started on a rather dismal day in March but there was
considerable appreciation among those who braved the
weather and succumbed to the temptation of tea and cake!
April saw our Blood Pressure check in Burford, part of a
national drive by Rotary. A surprising number of people were

checked – very worthwhile if it saves even  one person from
the  serious consequences of leaving high blood pressure
unmanaged. We also handed out Burford Town Council’s free
booklet Are You Ready? containing useful information to help
people be prepared for emergencies. More copies available
from the Council Offices. May sees members marshalling at
the Annual Charity Bluebell Walk round the Cornbury Estate
and helping with the Christian Aid Week door-to-door
collection. 

Social events have included talks by Mr Reavley about
England’s oldest pharmacy (in Burford!) and a presentation
about Blood Bikes, a local rapid response medical transport
service plus a mid-May outing to Chipping Norton Theatre to
see A Tender Thing, while in June there is a trip to the still active
bell foundry owned by one of our members. If you would like
to visit the Club, you will be welcome, but please first contact
our secretary, Terry Best at terry.a.best@btinternet 

Stephen Barber

Come along to Chippy Labour Party
The 3rd of May 2018 will long be remembered by Chippy
Labour Party. Councillor Laetisia Carter was re-elected with
the highest vote and the biggest majority for a Labour & Co-
operative candidate that any of us can remember. As if that
wasn't enough, Labour gained two other seats from the
Conservatives and fell agonisingly short, by a mere 26 votes,
in another. The ruling group on the District Council will now
have to listen to the 14 opposition councillors.

Our work will continue all year round with surgeries run
by Councillors Laetisia Carter and Geoff Saul. You will also
see us under our famous red gazebo at regular intervals
where you can meet members and your Town and District
Councillors. Keep an eye open for our newsletters dropping
through your letterbox. 

We usually meet on the second Thursday of each month.
Why not give us a try and come along to one of our regular
meetings or social events. The next Quiz Night is provisionally
scheduled for Friday 29 June but check with me if you would

like to send a team. For any information about our work
please contact me, David Heyes, at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk

Starwatchers welcome summer stars 
Just like the fresh growth
of Spring, CN Amateur
Astronomy Group
stargazers emerged from
the protracted shackles of
the drab winter months
and burst into the
scintillating starlight of
early May, which heralded
the beginning of a busy
season of fantastic
astronomical meetings.
Late nights, much later
nights, are the name of the
game as the heavens refuse
to begin to reveal their full
beauty until we approach
the midnight hour. To offset this we are planning daytime Solar
events and telescope workshops, so keep an eye on the
CNAAG website (www.cnaag.com). This month we have
daytime scheduled events at Daylesford Organics, Daylesford
Summer Festival on Saturday 9 June and a Solar Sunday event
on Sunday 17th 11am-2pm – come along if you can – book
tickets direct with Daylesford. This month’s guest speaker in
the Methodist Hall on Monday 18 June is Callum Potter,
President of the British Astronomical Association and Head of
the Deep Sky Section with a talk about Galaxies – everyone

 

 
  Family Business Established 1960 

 

    
 

         

    Mitsubishi range of vehicles, a choice of  
    eco cars & 4x4’s for all motoring needs   

 

• Sales New & Used 4x4s and cars 
• Servicing all makes, MOT’s 
• Competitive rates 
• Parts & accessories, body repairs 
• Attended forecourt 

 

   www.firs-garage.com 
 

Tel. 01608 737349 / 737641 
Firs Garage, Hook Norton, OX15 5DD 

 

We look forward to seeing you – the kettle is on! 

 

The Needle Galaxy in the
constellation Coma Berenices, a
mere 40 million light years away

from Chipping Norton! 
Taken by CNAAGer Alexandra Browne

on 10 May 2018
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just got out of the pool 30 seconds earlier and they went back
in the pool and did it again! They were exhausted! After all
that swimming the Cubs went outside to have a run on the

Iffley Road track where Roger Bannister broke the 4 minute
mile. Although not finishing in the top three teams they all
agreed that it had been a great event.

During the evening meetings the Cubs have been making
and flying kites, learning about the Country Code and
working out what to pack for a hike. 
Scouts had a successful weekend camp up in the Peak
District at Gradbach Scout Camp where they went climbing,
hiking and abseiling. Oscar has been welcomed to the troop
and invested. Lots of the Scouts have recently been awarded
badges; most notably Finlay who has gained his Chief Scout’s
Gold Award.
Explorers recently spent an evening thinking about disability,
especially hearing loss. This included watching The Silent Child
(a recent Oscar winning short film about deafness and
isolation). Following this we invested Angus and Tom using sign
language. Another evening was spent checking tents and
equipment ready for the forthcoming camps. Thanks very
much to Eve Coles for her kind camping donations which will
be very useful. Zoe and Arthur were particularly great at
getting tents up and down in record time but well done to
everyone.

U3A encounter traitors & spies!
In May, we had a fascinating talk from Martin Lloyd, author of
Passports, Assassins, Traitors and Spies – passport stories from
history, who put the the context of passport developments in
the light of historical events. 

On Wednesday, 6 June at 2.30pm, we welcome Jan Long
from the Gertrude Bell Society. Gertrude Bell (1868-1926)
was an English writer, traveller, political officer, administrator,
and archaeologist who explored, mapped, and became highly
influential to British imperial policy-making – a truly
remarkable lady! Then  in July we explore Music for
Shakespeare at the RSC with composer, arranger & clarinettist
Ted Watson who worked at the RSC for many years. Further
talks will include topics as diverse as Morris Dancing, Oscar
Wilde, and Garden Photography. 

We welcome new members, so if you want to know more
about U3A, the meeting series, or our 15 'special interest
groups', then come along to one of our meetings (2.30pm in
Methodist Hall on the first Wednesday of the month), visit
www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, or call 646578.

Martin Davies
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welcome, 7.30pm for an 8pm start. We end the month
preparing for the forthcoming lunar eclipse on Friday 27 July,
if clear, we will have a public observing event. CNAAG exists
for everyone with an interest in space, the stars and the
Universe. Most of our meetings are open to everyone, no
equipment, knowledge or experience necessary – just bring
along your enthusiasm, the Universe will do the rest.

Robin Smitten 

Scouting News
Beavers’ Woodpecker Colony have had a busy start to
the term with Morgan and Lucas moving up to Cubs and
achieving their Chief Scout’s Bronze Award: congratulations
to both. Two new Beavers have been welcomed to the group:
Xavier and Tobi. We recently did some first aid as part of
badge work, and this was useful revision for those Beavers
who last year achieved their Emergency Stage 1 Badge. None
of the Beavers have had to use their first aid knowledge, but
all proved to be confident and efficient whilst learning this
important skill. 
Cubs After winning the District Swimming Gala our swim
team – Isla, William, Stan, Tyms and Alex went to the County
Gala at Iffley Road Sports Ground in Oxford. They did the
Cub group credit, putting in maximum effort and some great
swims, but most of all enjoying it! The other teams were a lot
bigger, but undeterred our Cubs volunteered to do extra
races with Stan doing five, Tyms doing four, William and Alex
doing three and Isla doing one. All the races were brilliant, but
perhaps the most impressive result was the second relay
where every other team put a brand new team of swimmers
in and we had exactly the same team who literally had only

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 
Established 30 years.
Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with
us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Swimmers still have the energy to attempt a 4 minute mile on
the Iffley Road track!
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Girls Football Week
During the FA Girls’ Football Week, Chipping Norton Leisure
Centre hosted a free 5-a-side tournament for women and

girls aged 16 and over. The three teams pictured here
represented Chadlington, Chipping Norton and Oxford
Brookes University. After a shaky start Chipping Norton
reached the final on goal difference and lifted the trophy after
beating Oxford Brookes on penalties. If you’re aged 16 and
over and are interested in playing indoor female football
contact chipping.norton@gll.org or phone 64412. The weekly
session is on Tuesdays 7.20-8pm at Chipping Norton Leisure
Centre. 

Chipping Norton Football Club
No let up in the ups and downs that have plagued Chippy’s
season. The final games saw Chippy start April with a loss on
penalties after a 4-4 draw with Carterton Rangers in the Ted
Young Cup. Goals scored by Kieran Watts, Rhys Warner
Carter and Josh Hunt (with two). That was followed on the
14th with a disappointing 1-1 draw with Combe, Kieran Watts
with the goal. This draw was followed with an embarrassing 3-
1 defeat to Hailey on the 21st; Andrew Helby with the
consolation. The final game of the season for the firsts was
played on 5 May and Chippy finally salvaged something from a
strange season with a draw against league winners
Hanborough.

The reserves’ fortunes weren’t much different,. The
month started promisingly with a 5-2 win over Milton – goals
scored by Martin Kraus, George, Knight, Kieran Watts and
Jack Knight (with two). That was followed on the 14th with an
8-1 defeat to Ducklington before beating Combe Reserves 2-
1 on the 17th to stave of relegation, (goals scored by Frank
Valentina and Kieran Watts with the winner).

A mixed bag overall. Early promise fizzled out with injuries

and suspensions leading to a tired end to the season. The firsts
finished 6th albeit on goal difference from 5th and 4th. Too many
draws took their toll and had we converted just a couple of
wins from those draws we would have comfortably finished
third. The reserves finished 8th after a slow start and by the
end of the season had a much more settled team and that
showed in the results that kept us safe from the drop.

Work begins again for next year’s campaign, fundraising
activities and player recruitment are in the pipeline – more in
later issues. Many thanks to all the community who have
followed, sponsored, supported throughout the season and in
particular Enstone Sports our adoptive home from home

Dominic Rickard

Swim-a-Fun’s back
Swim-a-Fun is back at Chipping Norton Leisure Centre on
Saturday 9 June. This sponsored swimming event which raised
£3000 for charity last year, will see teams of up to six swim in
45 minute fun sessions or 60 minute competitive sessions. Or
you can just take part and swim a few lengths for fun and
fitness. Created by Chipping Norton Rotary Club, Swim-a-Fun
is for all abilities and ages. It aims to raise money for good
causes whilst encouraging a healthy community.

Supported by Better Chipping Norton Leisure Centre
and the 4shires Swimming Club, this year’s event should be
extra fun with obstacles, challenges and music plus new
categories for prizes. There will be medals for every entrant,
prizes for the most lengths swum in a category and most
funds raised – half will go to The Lawrence Home Nursing
Team and Rotary Charities, with half going to the participant’s
chosen Charity. For more information, including how to

T 01608 645 608 E physio@chippingnortonphysio.com

www.chippingnortonphysio.com

Physiotherapy clinic & pilates studio
A helping hand to get you back to health

Physiotherapy | Sports Massage | Pilates Classes
Visit the website for more information 

or call to speak to a member of the team
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register go online at chippyswim.com or contact the Chipping
Norton Leisure Centre on 01608 644412 alternatively email
chipping.norton@gll.org

Cricket roundup
District Sports Award The Club is celebrating
Groundsman Mick Widdows being named Sporting Unsung
Hero when West Oxfordshire District Council and its leisure
provider GLL presented awards to the District’s top
sportspeople in May. Mick was nominated for maintaining an
excellent cricket field, as well as carrying out maintenance
work all year round and in all weathers. He even opens the
the bar on Fridays. The Club’s Youth Co-ordinator, Sue Powell,
said, ‘He has been doing this for longer than I can remember
and gets little thanks, but we couldn’t manage without him.
Long may he continue.’
Team news It is still very early in the season. The First XI
have played and won one league game. The Second XI has
played and lost one game The Club is always in need of
players, umpires and volunteers.
Individual performances to date: 
Batting: Nathan Wallington 34 runs. 
Bowling: Mark Stanway 5 wickets for 31 runs,  Martin Elliott 3
wickets for 29 runs.
June Home Fixtures:

2nd ~ 2nd XI v Hook Norton 2nd XI League
9th ~ 1st XI v Watlington League
16th ~ 2nd XI v Stonesfield 2nd XI League
17th ~ 2nd Xi v Stonesfield 2nd XI  Cup
23rd ~ 2nd XI v Oxenford 3rd XI League

Graham Beacham
Youth Section After an excellent first night of training
followed by disappointing cancellations due to wet weather,
the Youth are now into their stride training for competitions
while the U9's and U7's are learning the rudiments of the
game for, hopefully progression into competitive age groups.

The U11's, U13's and U15's have played one match each
with the U11's winning against Banbury on a lovely sunny
Sunday morning. Both the U13's and U15's lost to much
stronger sides – all good experience. We have several new
players and hope that the new talent mixed with previous
players will forge good teams.  New member Rex Chiles has

already made his mark with an opening score of 30 in the
U13's where he had to retire due to the rules in play at that
age group. He also played extremely well in the U15's the
following week where he took one wicket for 10 runs in two
overs bowled. Any parents that can volunteer for rota duty on
Friday nights please contact either Teresa Casey-Palmer or
me on a Friday evening 6-7pm

Sue Powell, Youth Coordinator. bloxhamsue@aol.com
U11 Team Manager Matt Jackman adds: We had a brilliant win
against Banbury U11s last Sunday. We are entered into the
North Oxon Super 8s League. The format for this is an eight-
a-side match with 16 overs a side. A proper (hard) cricket ball
is used, with the necessary protection of helmet, pads, box,
gloves etc. It is great fun, but is a step up from Kwik Cricket
and it takes time for the kids to get used to the new
conditions eg running with pads on, or catching a hard ball etc.
The most important thing is that they have fun, enjoying
developing their cricketing skills both at training on Fridays
and, if they are picked to play, in the matches on Sundays.

Thriving Junior Golf
The Junior Section at Cotswolds Club Chipping Norton is

thriving. There are new players enjoying weekly lessons and
teams have been entered the Oxfordshire Junior League and
the Mercian League. The season started well – with cake!  The
Captain’s Cup Cake Comp, a fun 6-hole Texas Scramble open
to beginners and more experienced players alike, resulted in
some great team golf and a happy buzz back in the Clubhouse.
The team came 5th out of 23 Clubs at Tadmarton Heath in the
BB & O Junior Club Championship on 10 April. A fantastic
performance with Jamie Allen scoring a net 68, Matt Clacy a
net 70 and Michael Pearson a net 74. Archie Sollis also played
in a BB & O event at Wycombe Heights and did well, finishing
in the top half of the field. In the Oxon Junior League, as
defending champions, the CCCN team beat Burford and are
currently at the top of the League. The first Mercian League
match away to Redditch resulted in a draw. This was followed
by losing a tightly fought match against Stratford. Great start
to the season; great golf, great team spirit.

Katrina Collie

Pitch in and help Chippy Rugby Club!
Thanks to NatWest and the RFU, Chipping Norton Rugby
Club has received RugbyForce funding again for a
volunteering weekend on the Saturday 23/Sunday 24 June,
part of a national initiative to encourage volunteer
improvement works at local clubs. Please come along to help
tidy and prepare for next season. There will be jobs for all
ages and abilities, from cleaning and painting to heavier duty

SPORTS NEWS

A thriving Junior Section at Chippy’s Cotswolds Club
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gardening, so bring the family and dress appropriately. Tools
and supervision will be provided, and the Clubhouse will be
open, as will the bar once the day’s work is done! So that we
know how many volunteers to expect, please let us know if
you are coming emailing chippingnortonrugby@gmail.com

Graeme Williamson

Skater Hockey: Chippy Trixsters 
What a great start to the BISHA 2018
league season.  Sunday 15 April saw our
Peewee and Youth teams open their
BISHA league campaigns. Congratulations
to both teams who showed exactly why
the Club is so proud of them. They played
with respect, competitiveness, a positive

attitude, and, most impressively, as a team. We look forward to
the next round and eagerly await the Junior team’s games
starting in May.

A message from our coach: ‘Thank you to the parents,
committee and players for the warm welcome I have
received since taking over coaching Peewee and Youth. As it
is the start of the new season I would like to wish all the
Trixsters good luck in their leagues and remind the players to
be respectful at all times to both the opposition, officials and
especially their parents. Work hard, be positive and you will
have an enjoyable season.’ Players have a range of experience,
from those who have seen it all before, to those in their first
season, and experienced players from across the country
who are joining the Junior team. So welcome back everyone
and a big hello and welcome to all our new Trixsters. 

Geraldine Mangley

4 Shires Swimming Club
Congratulations to Alex Smith
(pictured) recently passing her
Level 1 coaches course and we
hope she will stay with the Club to
help our young swimmers reach
their potential. 

In mid April, 17 swimmers
attended the City of Oxford
Development Meet 6, and overall
had a great afternoon with Lily

Baldwin named Swimmer of the Meet. Ellie Lawrence has
been swimming hard and attending several 50m swim meets
to obtain as many regional times as possible. We wish her all
the best as she heads off for two weekends in May to the
South East Regional competitions. Good luck also to Emma
Andrews in the West Midland Regional competition.

Our first licensed Club Champs was a huge success with
over 60 swimmers competing. This produced 196 PBs and 45
new times. Many of the times were either County-considered
or qualifying for next year’s counties. There were a few
disqualifications but these can be worked on in training. At
this event we hold a special 50m free in memory of Luke
Jeffery who used to swim with the Club. It was very special
this year as his old friend Ben Chapman and Luke’s young
sister Hazel took part. Rebecca Hoadley won the race for the
seventh time – in 27.93 sec. 

The Club is to take part in the Rotary’s charity Swim-a-
Fun again, to be held at Chipping Norton Leisure Centre on
9 June. See article on p26 for further information.

Philippa Upton
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Chipping Norton School
Sports News: After being victorious at the Sibford 7's, our
Year 8 rugby team were invited to play in the Redrow 7's

finals at Franklins Gardens, home of Premiership rugby club
Northampton Saints. After a mixed start in a tough group, we
qualified for the Bowl Final to be played in the main stadium.
Unfortunately due to injury and illness we had had to play
most of the tournament with only 8 players and this final
game was one too many for tired legs and we lost 24-14. This
was the first time any Chipping Norton side had qualified for
this tournament and the squad were an absolute credit to the
School. 

Our Year 7 and 8 boys represented West Oxon at the
Indoor Athletics County Finals at The Leys Leisure Centre in
Oxford. On a very hot afternoon the boys did themselves

proud giving absolutely everything they had. Year 8 finished in
4th place, 1 point behind 3rd and only 2 points behind the
runners up! Year 7 went one better and finished in 3rd place
collecting their medals to applause from other participants
and spectators. 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards: 16 sixth form students took
part in a fantastic practice weekend canoeing on the River

Wye. They had to canoe for at least eight hours per day,
negotiate rapids and camp overnight on the side of the river.
We wish them luck for their 4-day expedition on the River
Severn in July. 

KS4 Awards Evening: The evening was a celebration of the
hard work students have put into their studies and education
throughout the past year. It was a fantastic evening and great
to see students being recognised for their outstanding efforts
and commitment to a wide range of school life. Many students
received subject awards with The Governors’ Award for
outstanding achievement being awarded to Retu Rafiq and the
Headteacher’s Award for an outstanding range of extra-
curricular activities was awarded to James Ingham.

ChipLitFest: We are very grateful to Milly Weaver and the
Chip Lit Fest
Committee for
organising an-
other fantastic
year of
children’s events.
As well as
arranging for
authors Nadia
Shireen, SF Said,
Clive Goddard,
Robin Stevens, Bali Ria, Kristina Stephenson, and Vashti Hardy
to visit our primary partnership schools, we were privileged
to have Catherine Richmond talk to the Year 9s about her
wonderfully vivid book, Sawbones. 

Congratulations are due to all the students who entered
this year’s poetry competition and in particular to the
winners (Joanna Pike, Jemima Scott and Olivia Riley) and the
runner ups (Charlie Chadwick and Pickle Harris).

CNPS News:We were delighted to welcome over 200 Year
4 pupils to our Language Department to take part in a
Language Festival. This is run and hosted by Year 7, 10 & 12
Language Leaders who really take ownership of the event,

providing an exciting learning environment. The students put
a lot of time and preparation in to the event to ensure it all
runs smoothly on the day. Thank you so much to the Language
Leaders and Mrs Brocklebank and her department. 

Mrs Fisher and her Year 10 Sports Leaders welcomed our
ten CNPS primary schools to take part in the annual U10
Rugby tournament. James Clarke and his colleagues Mark,
Roberto, Ralph and Frances from CNRFC also supported this
event with their refereeing skills and professional expertise. 
At the end of the afternoon the winners were:

Big School Winner: Holy Trinity
Small School Winner: Enstone

Congratulations to everyone who took part: you are a credit
to your schools!
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Artweek: Children and staff enjoyed exploring the theme of

‘reduce, reuse recycle’
during Artweek and there
were lots of fantastic pieces
of art created. The most
notable being our whole
school project – a kinetic
‘dandelion’ that moves in
the wind, made out of
plastic bottles that the
children decorated. Tom
and Molly from
Artsrepublic came in to
school to work with the
children. Reception class
enjoyed making planters

out of plastic bottles, being very creative with the way they
added faces to them. Year 1 and Year 4 were inspired by the
artist Dale Chihuly and made plastic bottle chandeliers, which
are now brightening up the School. Year 2 made a music
garden with a difference using
only discarded pots and pans
and recycled materials, for
example castanets made out of
bottle tops. Year 3 were making
the mundane exciting again by
doing some scratch art on old
CDs. Last but BY no means
least year 5 were making robots
out of scrap metal and plastic,
creating some fantastic models. 

Kingham Sculpture Exhibition: On 8 May children from
Reception to Year 5 all got the chance to see our sculpture at

Kingham Lodge among many other amazing sculptures. The
children enjoyed exploring the area and finding all of the
sculptures and it was great to see the result of their hard
work. 

Modern Foreign Languages (Yr4): On 2 May, our Year 4
children enjoyed an afternoon of foreign languages alongside
children from all the Partnership Schools. They were taught
French, German and Italian. They thoroughly enjoyed playing
games and they especially enjoyed the French cheese tasting!
Great fun was had by all, and the enthusiasm and participation
was infectious! Thanks to the staff and pupils at Chipping
Norton School for organising the event.

ChipLitFest visit: As part of the Chipping Norton Literary
Festival, Years 5 and 6 had a visit from Vashti Hardy the author
of Brightstorm. She talked to the children about her career as
an author and gave us a great insight into what inspired her to
create her first novel. Many of the children had copies of their
book signed and are now enjoying the story very much.

Rugby Tournament: Samuel Howard, Year 5 reports: The
rugby tournament was really exciting. We played 4 games,-
and won all of them, winning the tournament overall. The

sports leaders, referees and organisers were very fair and
overall amazing. I’m sure the whole team enjoyed it. Mrs
Woolley (our PE teacher) was very proud and said it was
the best rugby she’s ever seen out of Holy Trinity. At the end
of the last match Mrs Woolley barely had any nails left! I
loved it. 

Year Two Gruffalo visit: Year 2 went to Oxford to see
characters from Julia Donaldson’s Gruffalo on stage. The
children performed some hilarious songs from her Treasury
of Songs and had an amazing time. Well done to all of Year 2,
their behaviour was exemplary. 

‘We sang the Gruffalo and Funny Faces and Squash and
Squeeze and Room on the Broom and Fox and Crow. It was
really fun and MalcoLm was hilarious. We actually saw the real
Gruffalo.’ Roman Year 2

‘We were very lucky because we actually got to watch a
play. We watched the Gruffalo. It was really good, it was
actually really funny’ Ben Year 2
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St Mary’s Primary 
Royal Wedding: The Foundation Unit have been learning

about the royal wedding. We have written invitations,
coloured Union Jacks and made a card for Prince Harry and
Meghan. We used the letters from our sound groups to spell
out Congratulations Harry and Meghan then took a photo of
us holding them and decorated a card with sequin hearts. We
hope they like it!!!!

Foundation Tadpoles! A huge
thank you to Rowan's parents who
brought some tadpoles into school
for us to look after. We had seen
some frogspawn in our school pond
and are using our great observation
skills to see them close up. We have
used the internet to research how to
look after them and are feeding
them cooked lettuce. We can't wait
for them to change into froglets!

Poetry: This year the
Chipping Norton Partnership
Poetry Competition’s theme
was ‘My favourite place’. We
were fortunate to have two
children shortlisted to the
final. Heidi Lyle was awarded
second place and Cristina Ilie,
third. For Cristina, English is
her second language and we
are extremely proud of the
progress she has made. The
girls did particularly well as entries came from schools across
all partnership schools.

Author Visit: On 26 April, the children in Year One and
Foundation stage had a special author visit from Nadia
Shireen. She chatted with the children and read them two of
her stories: The Bumblebear and The Cow Who Fell to Earth. The
children thoroughly enjoyed these stories and listened
intently. After reading them, Nadia showed the children how
to draw two of her characters. Many of the pupils were
excited because they had the opportunity to buy one of her
books which she signed. After her stimulating visit, lots of the
children had a go at drawing the character, Bumblebear. They
did a great job and remembered the descriptions Nadia had
used while she drew.

Cricket: Marnie Conduct & Esme Keyzor report: In April, George
came into our school to do an assembly about cricket. He told
us about how he taught cricket and the rules of cricket. He
chose two pupils from our school to come and take a bat at
the ball to see how many times we could hit the ball. He was
mostly telling us things about how Australia and England were
such big rivals. He also told us that you should always be good
to your teammates and also people on the other team.

Tag Rugby: Captain Georgios Fanariotis led his team to
Greystone to play in this year’s tag ruby match. The girls had
made a St Mary’s chant to help spur the team on. In the first
match they beat Charlbury 4-3, the second they lost to
Kingham 4-5, the best score was in the third match against
Hook Norton where they won 10-4! The final game they lost

2-3 to Holy Trinity. Overall, they came third. Madeline Palmer
said, ‘I’m proud of the team, we did really well’. Oishin Islam
added, ‘The team really pulled together and supported each
other’. Our sporting champions were Georgios Fanariotis and
Chloe Bristow.

Cornbury: Recently we ran a competition for Year 5 and 6
children to find our most talented singer or musician from the
top of the School. The winner will attend a prize giving
ceremony at Chipping Norton School to receive family
tickets for Cornbury. This year’s winner was Murilo De Souza
who entertained us with his beautiful voice.
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Middle Barton Primary 
Another busy start to the summer term at Middle Barton
School! During the Chipping Norton Literary Festival, we
warmly welcomed Clive Goddard, children’s author, to meet
our Year 4, 5 and 6 children on 26 April. Clive shared with the
children his love of writing and read an extract from his
incredibly funny series of books. The children took part in
role-play activities and got to ask him lots of questions about
his writing career!

Our Year 4 children have been linguists in the making
since returning from the Modern Foreign Languages festival
held at Chipping Norton School. German, French and Italian
were amongst the languages which formed part of the
activities for the afternoon. 

On 4 May our
school choir
performed in a
Junior choirs
competition at
Kingham Hill
School. The
competition was
very strong and
they didn’t win,

but they did put in a performance to be very proud of and
received many compliments for their singing. The ice-creams
for everyone at the end WERE an added bonus! 

We recently held our Open Morning in school where we
invited all of our parents and carers to come into the
classrooms so they could see the brilliant and wonderful
work we’ve been doing. 

Kingham Primary 
The School has again taken part in Oxfordsire Artweeks.
Recycle, upcycle or just plain cycle …? You’d be amazed at
what you can produce using glass perfume bottles, a bicycle
wheel and redundant plant frame! We created a stunningly
original sculpture, which we took to Kingham Lodge, where
Mr Stockwell placed it in the parterre with great pride. 

Yenworthy… they say it’s all about location and set in the
wilds of Exmoor; surrounded by moors, valleys, rivers, rugged
coastline and WAVES – it certainly was! A wonderfully rich
environment, full of adventure, exploration and discovery, that
the Year 6s thoroughly exploited during their residential to
North Devon late April. SURFING! A clear favourite with our

‘up-for-it’ Year 6s, who were not only incredibly lucky with the
weather – but with the waves! White, frothy and powerful,
Puttsborough beach provided the perfect opportunity for us
to test our surfing skills, ride the waves, paddle, frolic and
‘floss’ (in wetsuits)!

Reception and Year 2 were lucky to welcome Daxa Mehta
from the Cheltenham Hindu Community and Mandir. Daxa
played us Old MacDonald in Gujarati, showed us a video of a
Hindu festival, and taught us how to do traditional clap and
stick dancing.

Bledington Primary 
Emily and Kate report: We were
very fortunate to meet author
Robin Stevens who came to our
school to visit Years 4, 5 and 6 as
part of The Chipping Norton
Literary Festival. Robin is the
author of the Murder Most
Unladylike Series and The
Guggenheim Mystery sequel to The
London Eye Mystery written by
Siobhan Dowd. She told us about
her youth, how she came to be a
murder mystery author and about her travels to Hong Kong.
She also told us how she got to go behind the scenes at
Palace Theatre in London which is the setting of her next
book coming out in October this year. We gave Robin ideas
about setting, victim and suspects which she then turned into
a Bledington murder mystery story. After we discovered the
murderer in our story that we created, Robin went on to tell
us about her pet bearded dragon named after a famous
detective’s sidekick, Watson. We then got the opportunity to
ask some questions before she signed our newly bought
books: Murder Most Unladylike; Arsenic for Tea; First Class Murder;
Jolly Foul Play; Mistletoe and Murder; Cream Buns and Crime and
A Spoonful of Murder. We were happy to receive a Detective
Society badge and a bookmark.

Acorns Primary 
ChipLitFest comes to Long Compton: On 26 April, Class 2 and

Class 3 were treated to
a special visit by author
SF Said, who has
written children’s
novels such as Phoenix
and Varjak Paw, which
won the Smarties Prize
for Children's Lit-
 erature. The sequel, The

Outlaw Varjak Paw won the BBC Blue Peter Book of the Year. SF
Said shared his inspiration for the books he has written and
how he has to read his work as if it was written by someone
else. He told the children how important the writing process is
and how some of the characters in his books didn't even
surface until draft seven or eight of the book! 

Blood Heart: Hearts pounding, pulses racing, adrenaline
flowing, Class 3 dived deep inside their own bodies to begin
their new topic: Blood Heart! Fascinated by the amazing
muscle we call our heart, children have completed some
fabulous research and produced some very well written,
detailed non-chronological reports about the heart. In
Science, pupils donned homemade aprons, rubber gloves and
goggles to bravely and competently dissect the heart of a pig.
The children must be commended for the responsible and
respectful attitude they showed towards this lesson and their
findings were absolutely amazing.

Great Rollright Primary 
Now that summer is here, we are making the most of our
beautiful rural location. Every Friday afternoon, our younger
children head to nearby woods or fields for fun outdoor
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learning — including bird spotting, den building, and crafts. It’s
an extension of our strong outdoor focus throughout Yrs R-
2, where roughly half of each day is spent in our open air
learning area. Highlights since the last issue: 

Sculpture: The younger
children visited Kingham
Lodge to see their very
own sculpture, created
earlier in the year and on
display as part of North
Oxfordshire Artweeks
(pictured).

Author visit: We enjoyed a lively storytelling session by
Kristina Stephenson, author of the Sir Charlie Stinky Socks
books, as part of the Chipping Norton Literary Festival.
Cornbury Music Prize: This year’s winner is Holly Carter,
for her hard work and helpfulness to younger children during
music lessons. She is part of the class that won the Oxford
County Council’s Class Ensemble of the Year award in 2016-
17. Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see
all that we offer — including a free bus to Chipping Norton.
Please make an appointment by calling 01608 737202.

Chadlington Primary
Chadlington School were thrilled
to find their creation for
Oxfordshire Artweeks in prime
position when they visited
Kingham Lodge last week: a
stunning Phoenix made from
recycled materials and painted by
every child in the School. The
sculpture was adorned with small
mobiles created from cogs, wheels
and other pieces of scrap metal
and the vivid colours were truly
eye-catching. The Phoenix was even mentioned on local
television and will be displayed in the Chadlington school
garden after the event at Kingham Lodge. It is a unique
opportunity to be able to create a piece of community art to
be viewed by thousands of visitors and we thank the owners
of Kingham Lodge for their vision in asking local schools to
contribute to their sculpture exhibition. Continuing our
contributions to ArtWeek, many pupils from Chadlington
were also successful in having their art work displayed in the
Ashmolean Museum as part of Young Art Oxford and the
theme of ‘Journeys’. We would like to congratulate all of them
on this special achievement.

ACE Centre
There are new places available for The ACE Nursery School
for parents looking for their free 15 hours or 30 hours places
for their children. ACE has once again been rated Outstanding
by Ofsted. Parents have commented on how ‘the staff do an
amazing job and a fantastic, inclusive community has been
created around the School’. The report also said how ACE
take ‘excellent care of its children so that they are contented,
secure and become inquisitive thinkers….. No stone is left
unturned, and as a result the School’s work in this aspect is
superb….. Proof, if it were needed, of the School’s success is
that all children, regardless of starting points, are able to start

their Reception Year in their chosen primary school, with an
equal chance of success’. Please contact the ACE Centre
office if you would like to arrange a visit.

Sibford School
Sibford School sponsors ChipLitFest launch event:
School Head Toby Spence
is pictured with
humanitarian, author and
Quaker, Terry Waite. The
pair met at ChipLitFest
2018 where Terry was
speaking at the opening
event and promoting his
latest book Solitude. A sell-
out audience listened as
the former envoy to the
Archbishop of Canterbury spoke about his five years as a
hostage in Beirut and about his work with Hostage UK, an
international organisation that supports the families of those
taken captive in global hotspots. Sibford School is a regular
supporter of ChipLitFest and was pleased to sponsor the talk
by Terry Waite. 
Much Ado About Nothing: The Rain or Shine Theatre
Company will be returning to Sibford School on Wednesday
20 June with one of Shakespeare’s best loved comedies, Much
Ado About Nothing. Gates open for picnics at 6.30pm and the
performance starts at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £14 for adults, £12
for concessions and £6 for children and are available from
Ticketweb or the Credit Card Hotline 03306 600541.

Kingham Hill School
Top journalist inspires Kingham Hill School pupils: In
April guests attending the annual dinner for Kingham Hill
School’s Octagon Academic Society were treated to a talk by
top historian and journalist, Peter Snowdon. The author of
Cameron at 10 and Blair Unbound, and BBC Radio 4’s Today

producer, took centre stage to inspire the pupils with his
stories of education and the workplace. Reflecting on his time
in secondary education, Peter urged young people to use their
time at school to follow subjects that they are passionate
about, as he did with politics, leading to his successful career in
journalism and in the media. Peter talked about his daily
routines working for the Today programme and on Nick
Robinson’s podcast. Hearing someone talk about their career
with such enthusiasm had a big impact on pupils, especially our
Head of Octagon, Danika, who used her Vote of Thanks to talk
about how it encouraged her to continue to explore her own
interest in politics. Gareth Williams, Head of Languages and
Octagon at Kingham Hill School, said, ‘Having Peter Snowdon
as our Guest of Honour was an absolute treat: he inspired our
pupils to take risks and follow the argument where it leads.’

Photo: © Silver Apples Photography
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Where’s our bus stop?
Who decided to remove the bus shelter in Walterbush Road?
It’s on a very exposed corner. It means the elderly have to
stand in the cold and wet space. Some of us pensioners cannot
walk into town … they need the buses! Probably the people
who decided have cars. Imagine waiting for a bus in the pouring
rain and spending the rest of the say soaking wet. I’m 84  
On behalf of ‘a very disgruntled group of pensioners

(See article on page 3)

Election thanks
Thank you Chipping
Norton! I am so
grateful for all the
support I have
received. Four years
ago I won my Council
seat by 90 votes to
represent Our Town.
First time I had ever
stood for election
anywhere. This time I
won by over 600 votes
with 60% of the vote.
Chipping Norton has
certainly spoken. Thank

you so much for your support. One resident told me seven
members of his family/extended family voted for me last
week. What a huge privilege! I am so happy to represent
Chipping Norton at a crucial time and to work hard for our
residents. There will certainly be a lot to do. As a team, fellow
Labour District Councillor Geoff Saul and I will continue the
regular councillor surgeries at the Old Mill café, newsletters,
and communicating via the Facebook page ‘In touch with
Chipping Norton Labour Councillors’. As always please feel
free to get in touch via phone or email if you have Council
issues you need escalating. Also if you want to join us we love
to welcome new members and have a lovely group that share
our values and want more for our community young and old.
We are growing nationally and locally. We welcomed two new
women to the West Oxfordshire Labour Group so we are the
only group with a gender balance. Exciting times for us – we
cannot wait to work with Rosa and Merilyn and put the
recently launched West Oxfordshire Manifesto into practise.
Thank you again. 
Laetisia Carter, Labour and Co-operative District Councillor

(See p18 for District Council Election results - ed) 

Election result congratulations
Congratulations to Laetisia and her team, and better luck
next time to the others who stood. Personal reasons
prevented UKIP standing this time round, but I will be
watching. As I received no information about any of the
candidates, I have no idea just what she, and the others stand
for. I trust she will remember to place the needs of her
constituents over the Party dogma from Westminster.

Jim Stanley – UKIP

Gerald Forse thanks
We would like to thank the many people in Chipping
Norton and district for the letters, cards and support we
have received, following the death of our beloved husband
and father, Gerald Forse.

Eileen Forse, Hazel, Jakki & Stephen

Country Market volunteers
I am very grateful to Sue Hadland for the plug for our garden
tours in the May edition (‘Taking to the Country’ on page 19)
but I was over credited as being the Market Treasurer which in
fact has been looked after by Yvonne Keevans for many years,
ably assisted by Carol Jackson who also provides refreshments
in the Lower Town Hall on Saturday mornings. I am merely the
Market Secretary and I act as Cashier on Saturdays which
makes me very visible for any garden holiday enquiries. 

Tony Milhofer
Tony has sent me a copy of his letter to you. I would just like
to add that I am very proud to be Treasurer to the Country
Market (and previously the WI Market). I am now in my 33rd

year in the office. I do all the paper/computer work for the
Market, which involves balancing invoices with cash sales,
paying the shareholders, quarterly and annual returns,
setting commission rates and more. We are very short of
helpers on Saturday mornings, so it works best if Tony is on
the cash desk and I help on the cakes table. 

There was also another error in the May edition. A
letter (‘more Russian spy connections’) referred to a
letter in the March edition from Patrick White. It was
actually Patrick Walters – he is my cousin!

Yvonne Keevans

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those
of the Team.

“I’ve been at Sibford since I was six and can 
honestly say I can’t think of anywhere else I 
would rather be.”

Sixth Form Student Julia

www. s i b f o r d s c hoo l . c o . u k

To nd out what’s so special about 
Sibford School in Oxfordshire visit our 

OPEN DAY on SATURDAY 16 JUNE
or call 01295 781203 to arrange a tour. 

Cllr Carter on the campaign trail
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Sharing memories of Dr Bruce

Dr Sheila Parker and her
daughter Susan joined Stroke
Club members for a lunch at the
Garden Centre, where she chose
an Amelanchier Tree in honour of
Dr Bruce. We then spent a
glorious afternoon at Highlands
as Dr Sheila planted the tree in
the garden where he had spent so

much of his time. We could not have been luckier with the
weather as members enjoyed a cream tea in the sunshine and
shared their memories of Dr Bruce Parker MBE.

Joyce Taylor

Who was locked in Chippy Gaol?
As sometime in the near future, the police offices in Chipping
Norton will move to the fire station, the Ascott Martyrs Trust
recently surveyed the various scratchings on the walls of the
the cells’ Gaol room, in the hope of seeing some names of the
16 Ascott Martyrs held there in 1873. But alas, to no avail.
‘What we did see were the names Clive Hornsby and Witham
in 1973’ says Harvey Warner, a member of the Trust’s
Research Group, ‘which may be of interest?’

Paul Jackson – Chair Ascott Martyrs Project
(More on the Ascott Martyrs on page 20, and the News welcomes
any light shed on more recent occupants of Chippy’s Gaol) 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Cake. 
Coffee.
Read.
Repeat.

Stroke Club members join Dr Sheila Parker and her daughter,
Susan in remembering Dr Bruce 
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A goodly crowd, from breast feeding
babies to 90-year-olds on their sticks, celebrated the blossom at the

Community Orchard on May 13th. The sun shone on the Charlbury and Finstock
Morris dancers, the Banbury Country Dance Band accompanied dancers of all ages
around the central apple tree and delicious helpings of fruit cobbler, crumbles and
cakes were washed down with spiced apple juice and rhubarb cordial.  A truly rustic
scene with the final charm of bobbing decorated hats as people left. The trees show
good promise. Come and walk through or stop and have a picnic, then Pick Your

Own and on to the culmination of the season – APPLE DAY in October. 
Heather Leonard, Orchard Group

June (News out Tuesday 29 May)
2nd Town Organisations Day 9.30am-6pm Town Hall -

further information on p3
The Fibrefestival 10am-4pm Middle Row - see p17
Chadlington Beer Festival noon-11pm see p7
Great Rollright Market 9.30am-12.30pm - see p5

3rd Rambling Club 2pm - meet New St Car Park see p23
5th Railway Club Jim Porlock - Switzerland Miscellany 7.30

Lwr Town Hall - see p21
6th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p25

North Oxon Organic Gardeners - see p23
5-7 Bledington Music Festival - for details visit

www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk
7th Methodist Coffee Morning, Talk & Lunch to launch a

new Penny Jar Fund for a school project in Sri Lanka
9.30am-1pm Methodist Hall
Taking a Stand against Scams 3-5pm The Library see p6

8th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35
9th Charity Swim-a-Fun 8.30am-noon Leisure Centre pool -

see p26
Flower Demonstration by Beverley Short 2pm St
Mary’s Church (Chipping Norton Flower Club with Friends of
St Mary’s Church) see advert p8 & Clubs p23

10th Churchill Vintage & Classic Car Show see p5

13th Methodist Coffee Morning9.30-11.30 for the Bible Society
CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p22

14th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p23
16th Farmer’s Market 8.30am-1.30pm

Amnestea 2-4pm Lower Town Hall - see p23
Chipping Norton Choral Society Sing Day see p17
Lions’ Ascot Race Night 7pm Crown & Cushion - p21
Paddington 2 in Churchill details - p11

18th West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p21
Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall see p24

21st Green Drinks with Transition CN 8pm Blue Boar 
22nd Gt Rollright Bingo Night - see p7

The Greatest Showman Enstone Parish Hall see p8
Lido Solstice Celebration - Late Swim - see p11

23rd Ascott Martyrs’ Day 2-5pm - see p20
29th Town Community Fest 10.30am-noon Highlands see p8

Pre-School Bingo Night 7.30 Town Hall  see advert p9
30th Gt Rollright Summer Fete 2-5pm see p8

Society of Recorder Players 2.30-5pm in Sandford
St Martin Parish Hall. Call 683550 for details

July (News out Monday 25 June)
3rd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p21
7th Caerphilly Male Voice Choir  7.30 St Mary’s Church see

advert p20 & Clubs p21

FUN ATFUN AT
CHIPPY’SCHIPPY’S
BLOSSOMBLOSSOM

DAYDAY


