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Enough of the cold winter and empty streets!
It’s time to celebrate the Town and welcome
everyone to Chipping Norton for the merry
month of May with spring shopping, arts and
entertainment. Here’s a taster:
Great shops ‘open for business’
Middle Row leads the way with Tickittyshake
scooping the prestigious WOBA new business
award, and gift shop Bibbity Boo being a retail
award finalist. They’ve joined an ‘open for
business’ campaign with other Chippy shops to
promote the Town. There’s also a new Michelin
star Chef at The Fox, a makeover for The
Chequers and even a ‘spruce up’ at Aldi – it’s
starting to look like Waitrose!
Festivals & entertainment
The successful ChipLitFest has given the Town
an April boost – and Jaffé & Neale scooped the
latest book launch of best-selling ex-Chippy
police sergeant Clare Mackintosh. Next, The
Theatre opens its own major production, A
Tender Thing based on Romeo & Juliet, and don’t
miss CHAOS’ High Society, Chippy’s Blossom
Day, and real sheep in town with The FibreFest. 
Arts & springtime in the countryside
And of course,  local artists have over 100 sites
on show around Chippy and the villages for
Artweeks. Or if you fancy primroses, bluebells
and wonderful Cotswolds spring scenery – plus
tea & cakes, don’t miss the colour centre page
feature in this News!
More about all this inside. Have a great May!

May 2018                                         50p

Spring into action!

In this issue
• Annual Town Meeting – full report if you,

like most, missed it!
• District Council elections – profiles of

Chippy candidates
• Phone Co-op to join Midcounties?
• How ‘1st class’ is our postal service?
• Out and about in the Cotswolds
• Thoughts from a visitor from Germany

WOBA
Winner

The Tickittyshake Team pictured with some happy
customers in sunny Middle Row after winning the
New Business category in the West Oxfordshire

Business Awards. More on p3.

Chippy is ‘open for business’ and visitors, after a
cold winter and roadwork chaos

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools
and Letters

Go greener with Chippy’s
Community Car
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District Council Election

Town ‘Organisations Day’
On Saturday 2 June, there will be a great
opportunity to introduce your society, group
or organisation to potential new members.
Chipping Norton Town Hall is being made

available by the Town Council for an
‘Organisations Day’, with space for stalls and information
displays. The Town is expanding and newcomers and locals
alike can learn more about the varied activities available
within the Town and surrounding area. From sports to
book clubs, young people and those of a more mature age
group, there will be something for everyone. The Town
Council is promoting this event to support local groups
and inform and encourage participation  in a wide variety
of activities.  If your organisation or group is interested in
taking part, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office on
642341 or cntc@btconnect.com.

On Thursday 3 May there are elections to West Oxfordshire District Council – with, by rotation, one of Chipping
Norton’s three seats being contested, currently held by Labour’s Cllr Laetisia Carter.  WODC are responsible for
local planning, housing, council tax, street and waste collections, conservation, leisure centres, arts and tourism,
community safety, licensing, parking and public toilets. The Town’s other District Councillors are Guy Wall
(Conservative) and Geoff Saul (Labour). WODC, headquartered in Witney, with 49 Councillors, is controlled by the
Conservatives. The current political balance of the Council is: 39 Conservative, 5 Liberal Democrats, 4 Labour and 1
Vacancy. The main polling station is the Town Hall, open from 7am to 10pm. Results will be posted as soon as possible
at http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/elections and on the News website at www.chippynews.org. Candidates are as
follows: 

Juliet Byrne – Liberal Democrat
Juliet Byrne lives in New Street in Chipping Norton and has done so for 30 years. Juliet lives with her husband
James and has four children who are now grown up and working across the UK and internationally. Juliet went
to arts school and became a press photographer before having her family. She has been a school governor at
Holy Trinity School and loves living in Chippy. Juliet said, ‘I  have seen many changes over the last 30 years and
worry that there are only two primary schools when more is needed. The infrastructure of the Town is at

breaking point and I am standing because I care so passionately about my town and want to be sure that local services like our
hospital are restored.’ Potholes and traffic control needs a sustainable plan and Juliet wants to  see action and less talking. ‘Let's
get things done!’.

Laetisia Carter – Labour
I love living in Chipping Norton with my husband and our two children, who attend a local primary school and
the ACE Centre respectively. I have been a West Oxfordshire District Councillor for Chipping Norton since
2014. During the time that I have represented you, I have consistently fought against the cuts to public services,
especially the NHS and our Family Centre. I have also worked with Oxfam and with reducing Homelessness
and Domestic Abuse. Leading, successfully, the campaign to obtain funding so that we can continue to fight

domestic abuse and helping to rehouse families and individuals who have suffered misfortunes, are the aspects of my work that
have given me most pleasure during my four years as one of your Councillors. If you re-elect me I will continue to strive to
improve the quality of life of everyone in our community.

Gary Jones – Conservative
Gary has lived in the heart of Chipping Norton with his husband James and their dog Maisie, since 2011.
Originally from South Wales, where Gary forged his passion for community spirit. When not out walking with
Maisie, Gary could be found mainly in the kitchen creating new and wonderful culinary delights. Gary is fully
committed to helping all of Chipping Norton, for both residents and businesses. He has helped with Christmas
in Chippy, Experience Chipping Norton, Neighbourhood Action Group and many local community events such

as litter picking. He has been regularly knocking on doors to find out the issues that local people care about. By speaking to
residents directly, Gary can work on the issues that matter to the community. Gary has been a proud supporter of local issues
such as potholes, air quality, parking,  recycling and has championed these causes since he moved to Chipping Norton. 
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Football site plan withdrawn
Controversy continues at the site of the old football club at
Walterbush Road. With the pitch abandoned and new empty
clubhouse waiting to become a children’s nursery, February
saw a new planning application to build a bungalow on the
clubhouse car park. As reported in March, Chipping Norton
Town Council objected strongly on the grounds that ‘this site
had got planning permission for a football club and pitch. The
area where the proposed property intended is where the car
park and coach park was going to be. This is a loss of future
amenity’.  In fact that application was withdrawn on 4 April,
but Councillors at April’s Town Council meeting did not seem
to have picked this up – the Mayor asked for better
monitoring of latest planning decisions. Next steps from the
landowner are awaited. Meanwhile Witney has a new 3G
football pitch (article p12).

100 years of the RAF
Easter Day, 1 April, was the 100th anniversary of the founding
of the Royal Air Force, created from the Royal Flying Corps

and Royal Navy Air Service. Chipping Norton Branch of the
British Legion marked the day with a short service and placing
of wreaths at Chipping Norton War Memorial, followed by
visits to Holy Trinity cemetery, the Town cemetery and the
blue plaque in Church St that marks a wartime plane crash.
The Legion plan to lay wreaths on war memorials and crosses
on war graves of RAF men around the local area. A first visit
will be to Little Rissington churchyard on 28 April. Meanwhile,
the plan for Poppy Plaques on homes of the fallen in Chipping
Norton (reported in April) should start soon with the first
plaque going up in May. As of Easter, acceptances for plaques
remembering 18 men had been received.

Phone Co-op’s plans change
Since last month, there has been a
further turn of events at Chippy’s
Phone Co-op. In February, the
News reported the official,
ambitious growth plans and a
move to Bloxham – all proposed under interim ‘turnaround’
CEO Peter Murley, which saw Members raising concerns at
the AGM. Now a permanent CEO, Nick Johnson, has taken
over and has announced some significant changes. The growth
plan and a ‘get well’ investment programme are still going
ahead but with some adjustments to levels of spending set out
in a 2018–2022 strategy document sent to Members. 

More significantly, the potential risks, could now be better
handled by a proposed major move to have the Phone Co-op

Chippy’s WOBA winners
Supporters of
local businesses
had a great night
out on 23 March
at Heythrop
Park Resort for
the 2018 West
O x f o r d s h i r e
Business Awards.
Chippy’s Middle
Row led the way
again this year,
with Tickitty-
shake scooping
the prestigious
Blenheim Palace
New Business Award and making it to the finals of the
Oxfordshire Business Awards. The WOBAs, now in their 8th

year, salute the very best of West Oxfordshire businesses for
outstanding achievements over the past year. Julia Cook,
Tickittyshake’s owner, told the News, ‘We are delighted to be
a WOBA winner in such a competitive category which is a
reflection of our team’s dedication and hard work plus
support from our customers over the past year.’

Tickittyshake has
gone from strength
to strength since
opening in 2015.
The shake parties
are increasingly
popular; for £15
per head, the
children ‘build their
own’ milkshake,
decorate cupcakes
and dance with a
bubble machine,
play traditional

games and do crafting activities. Julia added, ‘Each party is
different and tailored to the birthday child. We even go out
and hold the parties at local church halls, schools or at
festivals.’ The shop has healthy smoothies, old fashioned jarred
sweets, organic local ice cream appealing to young and old, a
huge display of pick & mix, a popular lucky dip and a ‘shake of
the week’ special. Julia’s two shops, Tickittyboo (children’s
clothing) and Tickittyshake, complement each other with a
hardworking team. She said, ‘We are in a difficult location in
Chipping Norton, the footfall is tricky compared to the High
Street but it’s ideal for children. We are determined to put the
Town we love and Middle Row on the map.’

Gift shop Bippity Boo, run by Lisa Barnes and also in
Middle Row, was also shortlisted for two WOBA awards. Lisa
said they were particularly proud to be a finalist for the Retail
Award, a ‘super proud moment for Bippity Boo’. The Small
Business Award went to Panoramic Journeys based in
Chadlington (see article p6). The Charity Award went to
Volunteer Link-up and the overall West Oxfordshire Business
of the Year Award went to Audley Travel based in Witney. The
WOBAs are organised by a team of local businesses, who give
their time for free to make the awards happen. More
information and winners at woba.org.uk.

Photo: Ric Mellis Productions

Tickittyshake’s Amy Law & Julia Cook with
WOBA judge Dominic Hare, Chief Executive

of Blenheim Palace

Lisa Barnes & Dawn Rose from Bippity
Boo at the WOBA reception with the

Tickittyshake team
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ground floor shop, met objections from the Town Council
because of lack of parking places and over-development.
Councillors in March logged the same objections for the
appeal which is set to be heard on 8 August.

Coming up at The Lido
With the 2018 season now underway, if you haven’t already

been in, The Lido team hope you’ll enjoy a dip soon. It’s well
worth getting a season ticket as the most economical way to
enjoy The Lido all summer too. Looking ahead, if you will be
over 16 by 11 July and would like to train as a lifeguard,
whether it’s to work here or further afield, sign up for the
NPLQ course, which runs from Saturday 7 to Wednesday 11
July this year. Dates have also been set for the ever-popular
intensive swimming courses for children. Four weeks of
excellent instruction will begin on Monday 23 July; you can
book one week or all four. Please email info@chippylido.co.uk
for more information on all courses. Other events and
activities will be announced on the website,
www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter
@ChippyLido. To donate towards the upkeep of this facility,
run as a charity by the community for the community, give
directly via www.Totalgiving.com and/or as you shop online
via www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido. 

Claire Williamson

Chippy’s Baby Unit: no change
After last year’s controversial NHS consultation on Maternity
and other services at the Horton, local campaigners were
concerned that a ‘Phase 2’ consultation might look at a
possible downgrade of A&E in Banbury and at the viability of
the Midwife-led birth Units at Chippy Hospital and elsewhere.
After many objections, and a referral to the Secretary of State,
Oxfordshire’s NHS (led by the Clinical Commissioning
Group) have had a rethink. First, they have to look again at the
Horton’s maternity downgrading. Next, ‘Phase 2’, as originally
mooted, seems to have been stopped.

The OCCG now say ‘no changes will be proposed to A&E
and paediatrics at the Horton General Hospital or to the
provision of Midwife Led Units in Oxfordshire.’ They say they
want ‘a new approach to working with local communities on
any developments and changes’ and ‘patients, the public, local
clinicians, local representatives, voluntary organisations and
others will all be involved.’ All NHS organisations and social
care will be working closely together. A new Chief Executive,
Louise Patten, has replaced David Smith as head of the
OCCG. Louise, who has a background as a nurse, said, ‘I am
delighted that we have made this decision. Integrating health
and social care at a local level with local people fully involved
will bring benefits for patients as well as improvements for the
system.’

join (called a ‘transfer of arrangements’) the much larger
Midcounties Co-op chain, which runs Chippy’s supermarket.
This new Phone Co-op Board proposal goes to a special
General Meeting on 28 April in Sheffield. The larger
Midcounties has many more members, and already operates
Co-operative Energy, which should fit alongside the Telecoms
business. Phone Co-op CEO Nick Thompson supports this
deal saying, ‘Both Boards recognise the close synergy between
two businesses providing essential services to homes and
businesses up and down the UK, as well as comprehensive
utilities service that meets the needs of members across both
societies.’

So, will the Phone Co-op retain its office in Chipping
Norton? Midcounties is part of a long 150 year ‘Co-operative’
history in Chipping Norton. It runs a supermarket, pharmacy,
travel agent, post office and funeral directors in Chipping
Norton. Last month, Phone Co-op Chair Jane Watts, had
announced a likely office move to Bloxham and the latest
published plan says they still want to move out of the current
Chippy premises which are considered inadequate and
‘unsafe’. But the new CEO wrote, ‘I am convinced we should
remain in Chipping Norton’. The company is apparently back
on the hunt for premises in or much nearer the Town. The
latest press statement says ‘The importance of both Chipping
Norton, as The Phone Co-op’s home and an important
location in Midcounties retail estate … is recognised by all
parties’. If Members approve the transfer deal on 28 April, a
formal vote will take place at an early next meeting in May.

Aldi gets fresh look
Chipping Norton’s
Aldi store,
celebrating two
years in town on
the Banbury Road,
closed in March for
a few days for a big
makeover. The
inside of the 1000+
sq metre store had
a change of layout
aiming to make
popular products
more easily found. A big feature is the new easy-to-browse
cabinets – including for frozen and chilled products. The News
team had a run round to have a look (see picture). The
upgrade is all part of a £300m investment Aldi are making to
improve its stores. The Moreton store already had the new
look – and apparently Chippy’s turn was brought forward as
sales in its first two years had been ahead of target. The store
employs 22 local people and the refurbishment added a
further 4 jobs. So, Aldi is competing hard with the existing Co-
op and Sainsbury’s supermarkets – and no doubt bracing itself
for the arrival of Marks & Spencer Simply Food store coming,
possibly by Christmas, on the London Road.

Appeal for Harpers’ proposal
A planning application to redevelop the empty Harpers store
site in Horsefair, previously turned down by West
Oxfordshire District Council, is now going to Appeal. The
proposal, to build residences above and behind a smaller
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On 19 April Chipping Norton’s Mayor and whole Town
Council (in fact 13 out of 16 councillors) were on show for
the Annual Town Meeting – to report on the year’s activity, and
answer questions. In spite of efforts to publicise the meeting
(not least by the News), apart from
the Newsteam members and 3
District and County Councillors,
only another 12 members of the
public turned up. For any readers
interested, here are some highlights:
The year’s activities: Mayor
Mike Tysoe gave a report, thanking
councillors, many organisations and
volunteers involved in the Literary &
Music Festivals, Christmas in Chippy,
the new tree lights, visitor
information, snow clearing,
Remembrance Day and Rotary’s Town Festival (sadly the latter
is not being held this year through lack of volunteers). The
Mayor noted work on Town recreation grounds (with a new
zip wire to come!), and improvements at Greystones, and
elsewhere, but admitted progress had been slow again this
year on ambitions such as painting the town railings, due to a
lack of resources and volunteers. This was in spite of (as one
questioner pointed out) a ‘contingency fund’ (paid by council
tax increases) which was likely to add another £50,000 this
year to the more than already £50,000 in balance from
previous years. Apparently this fund is for a rainy day or, as the
Mayor actually said ‘if the Town Hall roof falls in’. One notable
achievement was correcting the Town Hall clock (many have
relied on it being three minutes fast for years), but now it
appears the ‘bongs’ are a minute behind the BBC’s pips.
Grumps over growth & the relief road:With the
Local Plan finally near adoption, Mayor Tysoe reported
‘reluctant’ acceptance of the 1200 homes up at the Eastern
Chipping Norton development area before 2031. Some
audience members were startled to learn that the total in the
‘Greater Chipping Norton’ area (including Enstone & the
Bartons) might be over 2000 new homes. The Town Council
remain vehemently opposed to OCC’s proposed ‘Essential
Link Road’ to ‘relieve’ the A361. They say it has wrong
assumptions and won’t solve HGV traffic – in spite of, as
someone pointed out, the mysterious disappearance of the
HGV ‘problem’ when the recent road works signs were put up.
The last straw of course, is that the proposed new road, which
will emerge near the Charlbury Road Junction (a.k.a. ‘Clarkson
Corner’) will necessitate a compulsory purchase order to buy
Allotment land – and the Mayor ‘promised to fight and maybe
go down with the ship…but get the best deal’ over that.
Little progress on traffic plan: 12 months ago at
2017’s Annual Meeting, with traffic, HGVs and parking again the
hottest potatoes in town, the Mayor announced an ambitious
but ‘embryonic’ new project called Chippy 2020. After initial
advice from two traffic consultants, ideas included a ‘gyratory’
(one-way) system probably using Albion St, 20 mph zones and
‘shared space’. And with the ‘unwanted’ relief road on the
agenda, ideas such as the Rollright Stones route might be
included. But 12 months on – at this Annual Meeting – the
Mayor admitted little had happened. The Chippy 2020 idea is
still on the ‘Wish List’, but the Town Council had delayed

further action till the finalisation of the Local Plan and
recognise that substantial change will probably require a  battle
with Oxfordshire County Council – who support the Relief
Road. Mayor and Councillors, in responding to an audience

question, were not able to say how,
when or if next steps would be taken. 
20mph speed limits: The
Mayor did say that ideas are gradually
progressing for a 20mph limit in the
town centre. Town Councillors do
seem frustrated with the lack of ability
to sort traffic issues – in March they
formed their own Traffic Advisory
Committee, with much discussion –
and they say they would be prepared
to spend £15,000 on new 20mph
signage. But details still need to be

worked through, and again agreed with OCC as the prime
authority – so perhaps still some way to go? It was also unclear
whether the public agree with the Town Council’s ideas nor
when and how the public were to be formally consulted. One
audience member seemed relieved that OCC might have the
final say – as he strongly objected to making Albion St a main
one way HGV road, and did not support Town Council
spending their own money on all this. 
Involving more of the public and young people:
Some handwringing discussion, including with the audience,
took place about the extremely poor turnout for the meeting
and  lack of Town Council connection with younger people
(‘what is a millennial?’). Focus groups might help, plus
discussions with the new head at Top School, and perhaps a
chance to elect some younger councillors in 2019 when the
whole Town Council is up for election. Perhaps the Town
Council’s ‘Town Hall & Publicity’ Committee could take this
further. Meanwhile the public are welcome to attend Town
Council meetings – 3rd Monday each month at 7.15, come to
the Mayormaking on 21 May, or look at Town Council minutes
at www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk. Meeting records are
also meant to be on the Guildhall Notice Board in the High St.
All Councillors are also to have official email addresses.
After 40 minutes the meeting was over but not before some
genuine and heartfelt thanks from audience and Councillors to
Mayor Mike Tysoe for all his hard work over his five years at
the helm. As one councillor said, he will be a hard act to follow.

Town Meeting – did you miss it?
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everyone to share business ideas. The next meetings will be
on 9 May, 13 June, 11 July and 8 August. Book your place by
following the link from the group’s Facebook Page: 729 Club
Chipping Norton.

Memorial for Bruce Parker
At their March meeting, the Town Council resolved to place a
new bench in the Market Square in memory of Honorary
Citizen Dr Bruce Parker who sadly died in March. The
Council are to consult Dr Parker’s family on what would be
most appropriate. 

Disability equipment offer
As many local people know, Dr Bruce
Parker, who died in March, had, over
many years, helped many people with
supplies of second hand and
refurbished disability equipment, much
of which was stored in his garage
(pictured below). Bruce’s family
report that this has now all been
sorted and catalogued since much of

it is still of real use to
people in need. The
equipment has now been
moved from the garage, and
Chipping Norton Lions
have kindly agreed to take
over the job of managing it
and helping find good users
locally. If you or someone
you know needs to borrow
something, please contact
Rob Caswell (646003), Mick Townsend (641416) or leave a
message for them with Joyce at Highlands Day Centre on
643320. Flyers to promote the equipment are being
distributed to the Health Centre, Hospital, Highlands and
elsewhere. The family is keen that the equipment continues to
be used and that people can access it easily. 

London Rd parking restrictions
The construction of the shops on the empty London Road site
(next to Holy Trinity School) is now underway. Before they
open, Oxfordshire County Council requires parking
restrictions in place for 62 metres along the south side of
London Road so that traffic leaving the site has unobstructed
visibility along London Road. The County also asked for a
contribution of £7,500 towards the control of parking here and
along Trinity Road, including where parents currently park to
drop off and collect children. The developer did, it is believed,
informally suggest that parents would be able to use the
shoppers’ car park once it opens. However, if the yellow lines
are painted before the development is completed, there could
be a short-term problem for parents. Anthony Kirkwood of
OCC told the News that OCC had consulted people in the
area, including the Town Council and those nearby who might
be affected by the proposed parking restrictions, but had
received no objections. He explained that there is normally
about a 10 minute ‘observation window’ before a ticket is
issued by an Inspector, which should be sufficient time for a
parent to drop off a child, but maybe not to wait to collect. 

More from the Penny Jar
Elaine Parsons from
Chipping Norton
Methodist Church
told the News that
the Church was
thrilled to present a
cheque for £272.67
to Anna Drysdale –
who, with her
friends and family
(Team Anna!) has
been raising money
for Kamran Ward at
the JR Hospital
where 6-year-old
Anna was recently
successfully treated
for cancer. The
money was from the

Church’s Penny Jar collection. The Church’s Martin Hannant
said ‘We are very grateful to everyone who empties their
purse of pennies regularly to help raise funds for our chosen
charities.’ Pop into the regular coffee mornings on
Wednesdays from 9.30 to 11.30 in the Methodist Hall to find
out more – 9 May’s is for Christian Aid.

Future of Countrywide stores
The future of all the Countrywide stores (including the one
in Hook Norton Road outside Chipping Norton which has a
‘store closing’ sale sign) remains very uncertain. The retail
group went into administration in March and the accountants
in charge (KPMG) were in early April first considering any
‘going concern’ offers for the whole or part of the business,
then secondly looking at offers for using the leasehold sites or
buying any of the 20 freehold sites for any future use. The
administrators say they have had lots of interest simply in the
properties. 

729 Club up and running
Are you involved in business in and
around Chipping Norton and would
enjoy meeting other like-minded
people for networking and chat?
Last month saw the successful
relaunch of Chipping Norton’s 729
Club – the business networking
group, run by Ken Norman of
Present3r Ltd, which meets on the
second Wednesday each month at
The Blue Boar on Goddard's Lane. The session is from 7 to
9am (729) kicking off with lashings of hot tea and coffee
before sitting down to breakfast. All for £15. The Club attracts
businesses of all shapes and sizes from Chippy, Charlbury,
Witney and surrounding villages. The morning is hosted by
Ken and is informal yet informative. The March meeting saw
15 local business folk hearing a fascinating talk from Karina
Moreton of WOBA-prize winner Panoramic Journeys, who
operate from a converted barn in Chadlington offering
bespoke holidays to Bhutan, Myanmar and Mongolia. April’s
meeting was for group networking and the chance for

Members of the Methodist Church
presenting Anna with the cheque
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Latest recycling tips
The Co-op in
Chipping Norton is
trying to encourage
customers to recycle
even more – a new
bin can take
batteries, plastic
carrier bags and Brita
filters. The News
team snapped
manager David
Hughes alongside.
Nowadays, we are all
very conscious of

recycling responsibilities and West Oxfordshire District
Council provides advice on what and where. WODC is also
currently campaigning about cooking oil! You may have seen,
on TV news recently, alarming reports of ‘fatbergs’ which have
accumulated, blocking our sewers. Residents are asked NOT
to pour waste oil down their sinks, but into a clean plastic
container to put next to their recycling boxes or food caddy
on collection day. The oil is then used for energy production.
WODC also remind us not to flush wipes, cotton buds and
sanitary products down the toilet as these also produce
blockages. Bin it – don’t block it! 

Marcus Simmons of Transition Chipping Norton suggests
positive actions against plastic can include using Oats Health
Food Shop in Chippy which sells refills for
soap/shampoo/detergent products, and the Country Market

(Saturday morning in the Lower Town Hall), sells veg with
zero or returnable packaging. He added, ‘some of us have
discussed clubbing together to make a wider buying group of
more sustainably sourced, plastic-free products. Does anyone
else have ideas, skills or time to offer in this area, and perhaps
even an interest to contribute to a working group on this
topic? If so, email transitionchippingnorton@gmail.com.’
TCN’s next ‘Green Drinks’ evening for informal chat is on
Thursday 17 May, 8pm at the Blue Boar. 

St Mary’s Easter Journey
St Mary's Church in Chipping Norton opened its doors over
Holy Week for a
Journey to the
Cross, a depiction of
Jesus' entry into
Jerusalem with
streets covered in
palm leaves to his
death on the cross
on Good Friday, then
the mystery of the
empty tomb
following his
resurrection. The
journey was
brilliantly described
with live readings
and passages from
the gospel, and
sensory items such
as perfume, grapes
to eat, a wonderfully scented Garden of Gethsemane where
Jesus spent his last night praying with his disciples, and stones
and gravel on his final walk to the cross. Many visited the
Church over the week with one impressed congregation
member telling the News, ‘It was a really moving and reflective
experience. In our world of increasing materialism, conflict
and stress, St Mary's was a place where the genuine suffering
but lasting legacy of a man, Jesus of Nazareth, sent from God,
was made real. His subsequent death and resurrection gives
us hope of everlasting life. The volunteer team who put the
Journey together should be hugely congratulated for a job
well done for bringing Jesus' final days on earth to life.’

‘Section 106’ cash still awaited
Chipping Norton Town Council was allocated around £250,000
of ‘Section 106’ funds from the Bellway housing development of
over 200 new homes – to spend on sports facilities in the Town.
The original agreement specified a multiuse sports area and
improvements at Greystones. The first half (£125,000) has
nearly been used – with the Town Council in the end deciding
to help the Scouts, the Cricket Club and Greystones facilities.
At March’s meeting the Mayor also proposed to use some to
help with new fencing at the Lido. However, there seems no
sign yet of the second tranche of £125,000, due from the
development, nor any plan for how the Town Council will spend
it to fit with the original agreement. In the next few years, new
housing (at least 1200 homes in Chippy) in the Local Plan is
likely to see funds running into millions coming to the Town
Council for allocation on priority items for infrastructure and
community facilities. 

Curate Martha Simpson with baby
Simeon and daughter Alex in the
recreated Garden of Gethsemane
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partnership at Chipping Norton Health Centre. She said
‘There have been a significant number of changes in the
delivery of our Primary Health Care over the past decade, so
you are invited to come along and see if we can make sense
of it all.’ For more information contact Jo Graves, 643976.

Where there’s a will….
A local team have been hard at work in Churchill and Sarsden
– can you read this bit of an old will? (Answer below*)

A group of residents has been involved in a Heritage Centre
Project reading and interpreting old wills and inventories
from 1526 to 1734, then converting them into modern script
for ease of reading. There are some 490 of these documents,
written in what is called Secretary Hand, which the group first
had to learn how to read. They then set about transcribing
and printing them. It has taken about four years and the
completed documents will be available to view by the public
very soon – electronically on the Heritage Centre Website
with hard copies in files in the Village Hall, available by
appointment. Ideal for those of you researching family history!
There was a well-attended celebration of the completion of

the Project and the official handing over of all the files of
documents in April in Churchill Village Hall, when members of
the public were invited to see all the work involved. 
*Answer: In dei no[m]i[n]e Amen thye vjth Daye of februarie
in the yere of o[u]r Lorde god 1548 I Thomas Nashe of the
paryshe of Churchyll being sycke in bodie and sownde of
mynde make my Testament in manner and forme foloy[ing]
Fyrst I bequeth my sowle to allmyghtie god to o[u]r Ladie
saynt …

Penhurst Gardens in top 20
A website survey carried out by carehome.co.uk covering
3,000 care homes across South East England rated Penhurst
Gardens in Chipping Norton in the top 20 in South East
England. Residents, their families and friends took the time to
complete the online reviews. These first-hand
recommendations pleased Penhurst manager, Matthew Berry
who said ‘I couldn’t ask more from my team. They are caring,
skilled and compassionate – a common theme throughout the
reviews and feedback we have received.’ 

Chipping Norton Rugby Club are also happy with
Penhurst operator Porthaven which has agreed to become a
Platinum Club Sponsor providing sponsorship for mini and
junior shirts for next season so a discount can be offered for
each new shirt purchased. 

No Byelaw for the ‘Rec’
Last year saw complaints and debate about litter, antisocial
behaviour, noise and dogs at the New Street Recreation
Ground. Chipping Norton Town Council, apart from putting
up more notices, was moved to explore the idea of tougher
byelaws they could enforce. However, at March’s Town
Council meeting, it was reported that someone from the
relevant Government department had spoken to the Mayor
and it appears such a move was going to be too complex and
legally taxing. The Council have decided to bin the idea. There
are existing rules that can be used but of course reporting of
offences and enforcement do take public co-operation, time
and effort. Hopefully, recreation ground users will be public-
spirited and abide by the rules. 

Shop well, shop local!
Bledington has already decided on what the village wants for
Christmas:  a Community Shop. This ambitious project will be

right in the middle of the village, opposite the primary school
and a five minute walk for most residents. The aim is to have
a shop offering essential groceries, and a café. This will create
a new venue for villagers to meet and socialise, cater for local
walkers and commuters from nearby Kingham Railway
Station. Michael McCulloch, joint Chair of the shop
management committee, said, ’We want the shop to be a new
heart to the village.’ One suggestion is a weekly Lunchtime
Soup Club to help people get out of the house and reduce
loneliness and isolation. Over 300 people (out of 500
residents) in the village are shareholders, and have raised over
£180,000 so far. Another £50,000 is being sought in a tax
efficient Community Share Offer. This local commitment will
help ensure the shop’s future – the long term success rate of
community shops is 95% compared to the average small
business success rate of 45%.

Having a shop helps keep a village alive and locally we
have lots of examples. The community shop in Ascott under
Wychwood opened in 2003 as part of a new housing
development and has gone from strength to strength. Leafield
Community Shop and Post Office took over premises from
the previous independent shop. Hook Norton has a Nisa
store and Milton under Wychwood a small Co-op. Shipton
under Wychwood has the independently owned St Michael’s
Stores. One thing they all share is a need for local residents
to support them. Apart from shopping, where else would you
hear the local gossip, and catch up with friends and
acquaintances? A village shop is the place to hear all the news.

AGM hears of health changes
Everyone is welcome to come to the AGM of the League of
Friends of Chipping Norton and District War Memorial
Hospital at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16 May at the Methodist
Church Hall. Chair Jo Graves told the News that they are
looking forward to hearing from a member of the GP

Cutting the cake to celebrate the completion of the Project
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How ‘first class’ is our mail?
Royal Mail users,
including everyone in
Chippy, will have
noticed that our stamp
prices went up on 26
March. With rises of
over 3% (higher than
inflation), a first class
stamp (for 100g) is now
67p. So that’s 13/4d in
very old money for
some of us to send a
letter from New Street
to Hailey Road or of

course to Land’s End for the same price! Meanwhile, our
posties in Chipping Norton have been doing a grand job this
winter battling ice, snow and the Beast from the East, but one
News reader has written concerned that he has not been
getting daily deliveries in Chippy, and suggesting his mail is
held back until there is enough to justify delivering to his
street! He also sent tales of delays in local deliveries. Of
course one delivery a day from Monday to Saturday is a legal
requirement on Royal Mail, although it can be any time during
the day. Last year, nationally, Royal Mail exceeded their
regulatory target of delivering 93% of first class mail the next
day. 98.5% of second class must be there in three days. 

The News team decided to do its own private test,
posting to their Chippy addresses to see how reliable
everything was. Just to note, sending something from Chippy
to Chippy actually has to go via a main sorting office, usually
Swindon, before arriving back at our delivery office down
Station Road. Here’s what we found:
Team Member 1 (West Street) – posted nine first class
items on different days to home from a number of places
including Chippy, London, Oxford and Cirencester. Post
arrived between 8.40 and 9.45am. Eight out of nine arrived
the next working day. The ninth (from Cirencester) arrived in
two days but was mangled! Comment: ‘we get good daily
deliveries normally between 9 and 10am. The postman is very

pleasant. He works six days a week. I’m happy with the
service. Occasional delivery slipups can occur, such as holiday
substitutes confusing house names’. 
Team Member 2 (Foxfield Court) reported that two first
class items posted at the Co-op and Wards Road took two
days to deliver. Two further first class items posted at Diston’s
Lane (Thursday) and High Street (Friday) failed to come until
the Monday (no sign of Saturday delivery on 14 April). All
items were posted well before ‘last collection’ time on post
box, which can be 9am at less used boxes.
Team Member 3 (The Leys) monitored what arrived over
five days: ‘15 pieces of advertising literature, four personal
business letters, a misdirected magazine for my neighbour and
a parcel from an online order. I have deliveries any time from
breakfast until teatime with different people making the
deliveries but overall I am very satisfied with the service.’

So some good, some less so, from the Royal Mail, whose
letter service is being used a lot less  with emails and
messages taking over. On the other hand, parcels and
packages are on the increase with more online ordering. So
let’s hope our hard working Royal Mail posties can keep up
their hard work for a good service. 

McCarthy & Stone open 

The new development being built off the London Road by
McCarthy & Stone was on show in a ‘Discovery’ exhibition in
the Town Hall in March. The Newsteam went along and
learned that the first of 14 luxury 2 bed bungalows and 3-bed
houses for the over 55s will be ready for first buyers to
occupy in May. That new road is called Pentelow Gardens –
named after Chippy’s first female policewoman in the early
20th century. The first of the 59 one and two bedroom ‘age
exclusive’ (over 70s) apartments in the new Watson Place
(named after a long-serving fire officer at Chippy station) will
be ready for occupation in August. The apartments have an
estate manager, and an on-site ‘YourLife’ team day and night
for urgent help. There is a coffee lounge, bistro-style
restaurant, gardens and guest suite – pets are also allowed!
The McCarthy & Stone team was also pleased that the other
M&S (with their Simply Food store) will be moving in on the
site next door.

Overnight stop for buses
Some readers may have wondered about what’s happened to
the S3 buses that used to park on the empty ex-Parker Knoll
land at London Road (being developed as a Marks & Spencer
food hall and three other shops). Stagecoach has taken a lease
on Oxfordshire County Council land behind Aldi at the old
salt depot. Parking the buses overnight in Chippy, at one end
of the S3 route, allows an efficient start up and finish to the
day, especially for drivers based locally.
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£15 adults, £10 child under 16 with under 5s free. A family
ticket for two adults and two children is £45. Why not enter
a whole school or work team. See www.hdh.org.uk or call
01865 799166. 

Strictly – It’s John Sergeant
Broadcasting legend and writer John
Sergeant is giving a talk, Great Tew made
me, on Saturday 2 June at St Michael’s
Church, Great Tew.  John’s father was the
Vicar in the ’50s and John went to the
village school. He went on to become the
BBC’s chief political correspondent,
appeared on Strictly Come Dancing and hosted a range of TV
and radio programmes. He has written two books, including
his memoirs which cover his travels and reporting round the
world. The talk, with questions is at 3.30pm followed by tea
and homemade cakes. To reserve a place contact
r.patricktea@gmail.com or phone 683584. Tickets £12.50 in
advance (U15s £7.50) or £15 on the door, include tea & cake.

Ginny Thomas

Friends of St Mary’s church
The Friends of St Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton are joining
with two notable Chippy organisations to entertain us this
summer. Firstly, on Saturday 9 June, together with the Flower
Club, The Friends have a national flower demonstrator,
Beverley Short, visiting the Church at 2pm to give us the
benefit of her talents. Tickets at £10 including a cream tea and
a welcome drink, on sale from mid-May from Jaffé & Neale,

Use your Villager Bus!
Every week, 400 passengers and 40 Cotswold villages – in and
around the Town – are served by the valuable, volunteer-run
bus service, The Villager. This Community Bus service,
established over 35 years, involves five buses and 35 volunteer
drivers, running 16 scheduled routes each week, transporting
passengers into Moreton, Stow, Witney and Chipping Norton.

Recently, the Chippy Shuttle has also become established and
well-used. Founded by Gordon Brown and Rotary, Chippy
Shuttle passengers now total about 160 per week, travelling
from residential areas to the shops and health centre. The
Villager was started with a handful of volunteers and a
converted Dormobile in 1982 to make access easier for less
able or well-off people in local villages to shop, get to the
doctor and meet friends and family. They can remain in their
own homes and reduce the load on social services. The need
is the same or greater now with cuts in council subsidies and
withdrawal of many commercial rural bus services. 

The Villager now has five low-floor, easier access
minibuses for the country routes. Volunteers, from all walks of
life, manage services and drive buses. The only paid people are
mechanics at The Forge garage in Churchill who maintain the
vehicles to licensing standards. With an annual turnover of
around £70,000, The Villager is akin to a small business and
many volunteers dedicate themselves almost full-time. A large
proportion of costs are covered by fares and bus passes but
essential support comes from local parish council grants and
generous sponsorship from the Co-op, Owen Mumford,
McCarthy & Stone, and Bronsens Accountants. But challenges
lie ahead: licensing regulations are under review, costs  increase
and drivers inevitably retire every year. However, with help
from supporters, we shall continue to provide this essential
service. If you would like to help – on the Chippy Shuttle or
the country routes – by giving time or expertise, driving or
financial aid, please get in touch.  www.villagerbus.com

Keith Gowing

H&D Bubble Rush fun run
Helen & Douglas House charity are encouraging all Chipping
Norton supporters to sign up for the first ever Bubble Rush
fun run in Oxford on Sunday 10 June. This is a new 5k frothy
fun run with a difference – thousands of multi-coloured
bubbles. Whether you walk, run or even toddle, you’ll find
cannons pumping bubbles up to four feet high and receive a
special Bubble Rush medal at the finish. Wheelchairs and
buggies are welcome. The Bubble Rush mirrors the ethos of
the children’s hospice charity by celebrating happiness and
living life to the full. Entry fees for the first 200 to register are
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the Friends, Flower Club or the Church Office tel 646202.
Then, on Saturday 7 July the Friends, together with the Chippy
Lions, host a concert by the Caerphilly Male Voice Choir with
soprano soloist Cheryl Roberts (see Clubs p25). The Friends
will also have a stand in the Organisations Day 9.30am-6pm
on Saturday 2 June at the Town Hall. Anyone interested in
helping maintain the fabric of St Mary’s Parish Church please
join us and contact Jo Graves jograves46@aol.com.

Jo Graves

Mill House plan withdrawn
The proposal to redevelop the Mill House Hotel, Kingham,
into a care home and care village has been withdrawn. The
planning application had generated a high number of
objections from local people and also from the Environment
Agency about flooding. The planning application was
withdrawn at the request of the applicant, developer Frontier
Estates, after WODC said they would be unable to support
the application. A WODC officer told the News that they felt
the scale was uncomfortable, but would not be drawn on
whether they might accept a similar but smaller scheme. With
the hotel closed since Christmas, the future of the building
and grounds seems more uncertain than ever.

Blossom Day with
Morris men

Blossom Day at Chipping Norton’s Community
Orchard (off the Worcester Road) is on Sunday, 13

May, 12-3pm. Park on the road and walk up, or walk
from town across the Common and join in the fun.

There’ll be traditional morris dancing from Charlbury Morris
and dancing to Banbury Country Dance Band, and you can
take away your own decorated hat, watch traditional wood
turning from the Bodger with his pole lathe and tuck in to
seasonal refreshments. No charge, donation only.

Heather Leonard

New local online forum
Chippy residents may have found themselves invited by
neighbours or friends to sign up to a new local
‘neighbourhood forum’ online called Nextdoor Chipping
Norton. The idea is to share community events,
recommendations, items for sale, crime reports, ideas about
how to improve our neighbourhood and more. Apparently
more than 14,000 neighbourhoods across the country are
using Nextdoor to share recommendations, safety tips, local
events and simply to get to know one another. We could
always talk to each other as well but in the new age of digital
communication and massive use of social media this could be
a good initiative. Find out more or sign up at
www.nextdoor.co.uk

Eggstra fun at Youth Club
Everyone at Over Norton Youth Club had a terrific time
searching for Easter Eggs just before Easter at a traditional
hunt courtesy of Sainsbury’s in Chipping Norton. Club
member Josh Sinclair said, ‘It was really good and the eggs
were really nice and tasty’. Around 25 local kids searched
outside the Village Hall and found all the eggs in a clean sweep.
They left with a large egg each to top up on the chocolate

intake at home! Hopefully everyone had an enjoyable Easter
– in spite of some very wintry Chippy weather.

Local Plan final in June?
At last, West
Oxfordshire’s
Local Plan
seems ready to
become formal
policy. The
Inspector wrote
to the District
Council in
January saying
that, subject to
specific suggested changes, the Plan was likely to be sound and
legally compliant. WODC made some tweaks, reported in the
News last month, with opportunity to comment ending on 9
April. Chipping Norton Town Council again formally queried
the housing numbers and reduction in employment land, and
sought further justification for the link road saying, ‘We strongly
believe the only way to reduce pollution and make the traffic
flow properly is to remodel the centre of Chipping Norton
with perhaps a one-way traffic system in conjunction with
incorporating the HGV route past the Rollright Stones.’ They
want to be involved in any more data analysis to make sure it
is done ‘in the right places at the right time.’ The Inspector,
subject to finding the changes satisfactory, should now be able
to issue his report and WODC hopes to adopt the Plan as
formal planning policy in June. WODC can then assess major
large-scale planning applications against the new Plan. It should
help fend off speculative proposals by landowners and
developers and help ensure that WODC no longer loses
appeals against such refusals. So, good news for planning
certainty.

WODC also intend to introduce, during 2018, more detail
through what is called a Supplementary Planning Document. It
will be called East Chipping Norton Development Framework,
drawn up by the Council in conjunction with the landowners
and developers. WODC will create a web page soon hosting
all such documents with details of how and when the public
can be involved. Now the principle of the development seems
to be established, this will be our opportunity to influence the
master plan for this big extension to the Town. So, look out for
notices! The next step for Chippy is likely to be that land-
owners and developers with an interest in the area allocated
for the 1200 homes in Chipping Norton Strategic
Development Area will, as a consortium, submit an outline
planning application to establish land use and parameters. The
News will report progress.

More land for development?
Do you own land that you think might be suitable for
development? If so, if you haven’t previously put it forward,
WODC is asking you to let them know. The Council will then
examine the land for its suitability for future allocation for
housing or employment through its 2018 update of its
Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment.
Send relevant details including a site plan to
planning.policy@westoxon.gov.uk. For more information visit
www.westoxon.gov.uk/shlaa.
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WI Charity Quiz in Rollright
Friday 13 April saw the return of the successful charity Quiz
run by husband and wife team Dougie and Marilina Roxburgh.
12 teams came together for a bit of fun to raise funds for
Great Rollright WI and a local charity. Money was raised from
the quiz along with a lucky bucket raffle and a game of 'heads
and tails'. Over £300 was raised with £200 being donated to
The Lawrence Nursing Home Team. The next Quiz will be
held later in the year, likely to be November.

Martene Midwood

New chef at The Fox
Hook Norton Brewery has
announced the arrival of
their new chef at The Fox,
Matt Weedon. Like many
chefs, Matt started at the
bottom, washing dishes at
his local hotel, but quickly
developed a love for
cooking and began a series
of jobs working in country house hotels. He won his  first
Michelin star at Glenapp Castle in Scotland and his second  at
the Lords of the Manor in Lower Slaughter. He bases his
cuisine on the French style using local Cotswold ingredients.
With new menus and new dishes, Matt hit the ground running
with dishes such as steak and Hooky ale shortcrust pastry pie,
arancini risotto balls and Old Hooky beer bread with
Marmite butter. Matt has been welcomed to Chipping Norton
and local foodies look forward to tasting his fayre. 

Witney get their new 3G pitch
While there
seem to be no
plans for any new
or artificial
football pitch in
Chipping Norton,
the promised
£370,000 hi-tech
artificial surface
pitch opened in
March in Witney
for use by local
clubs and schools.
Sited at Henry

Box School, it was funded by grants from the Premier League
and FA Facilities Fund through the Football Foundation plus a
significant capital investment from West Oxfordshire District
Council. The full size 3G football pitch is for a variety of
football uses, due to multiple pitch markings, goalpost options
and dividing net. There are associated changing rooms and
social area. The site will be used by local clubs including Tower
Hill FC and Witney Vikings FC plus school pupils and
organised small-sided leagues.

When to have a meeting?
In March Cllr Don Davidson led a discussion proposing that
Chipping Norton Town Council’s sub-committee meetings
(Recreation, Finance and General Purposes, Cemetery, etc) all
be held in the evenings in the future. This idea is to try and
cater better for councillors (all of whom are volunteers) who
have day jobs. Two problems arose – first, some committees
need daylight to do inspections and visits and second, it is
often easier to get employed council officers from Town,
WODC and County (who might be needed for some
discussions) to come during working hours. So, the matter
was not totally resolved. More will be decided when the new
mayor (Cllr Davidson is nominated) takes over in May and the
Committee membership may be re-allocated.

Teas on the Green
The next Teas on the Green in Churchill is on
Monday 7 May 2-4pm. Bring family and
friends for tea and cake! Have a go at croquet
or explore the bric a brac, a tombola. Plus a
Car Boot Sale – to book a pitch call 658990.

Churchill Movie
The next Screen by the Green movie at Churchill and Sarsden
Village Hall is Limehouse Golem on Saturday 12 May. The
incomparable Bill Nighy leads a fine cast starring as Inspector
Kildare in a deliciously atmospheric adaptation of Peter
Ackroyd’s Victorian murder mystery. A serial killer is on the
loose leaving cryptic messages written in the victim’s blood.
The movie  takes you back to the seedy and menacing area
round Limehouse in London in the 1880s. It’s not Jack the
Ripper but it could have been. Not to be missed. All films start
at 7.30, tickets £5 pay on the door. For further information
and to book please telephone 01608 659903 or email
screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com

LOCAL NEWS

WODC Chair and Cabinet Member with
representatives from local football clubs and

the Football Association
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so Joan will have a table laden with lots of lovely professionally
but home grown plants for your garden and Chris has got his
beautiful hand made planters that are great for any garden.
There will be a great collection of food and craft stalls so why
not start your bank holiday weekend with a few treats! A
warm welcome, hot fresh ground coffee and tasty bacon rolls
are a great way to start the day! More on
facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket. Contact Kate
about stalls 730788

Fairytale’s dancing fountains
Fairytale Farm, the Farm
park and family visitor
attraction near Chipping
Norton, after a
successful bunny-laden
Easter, has now opened
the UK's first
permanent Dancing
Fountains that are
operated by visitors!
The new attraction was
designed by owner Nick Laister's 24-year-old son Guy and took
a year to build. Cascading computer-controlled water jets
provide a choreographed display to music. The new Fountain is
in the Enchanted Walk area and will be in the 2018 illuminations.
Fairytale Farm is the UK's first visitor attraction to put disabled
children first in its design and layout but is loved by all families.
Nick and Nicola Laister, whose eldest daughter Olivia has
cerebral palsy, decided to create a tourist attraction where
disabled children and their families can spend a day out in the
countryside on a site where everything is primarily designed
around their needs. Just turn up and have fun - everything is
accessible and everybody welcome! The Farm can be found on
the A44 just outside Chipping Norton at Southcombe, OX7
5QH. Tel 238014 and see more at www.fairytalefarm.co.uk. The
farm is open every day until 24 December. 

Rollright Friday night bingo
Make a date for Prize Bingo evening in Great Rollright on 18
May, raising money for local village causes. Now nearly a year
old, Friday night bingo has become a permanent fixture in
Great Rollright. With a relaxed atmosphere, everyone is
welcome. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30 start and it’s
normally finished at 9.15pm. There’s a bar and refreshments
too. Your chance to win cash prizes and support three village
causes: the Village Hall, the Primary School and the Parish
Church development. June event is on the 22nd before the
summer break – for info email: grrbingo@aol.com 

Duncan Midwood

Katharine House update
This year’s Midnight Walk is on Saturday 7 July. Grab your
superhero cape (or similar!), and sign up for the 12th Midnight
Walk along a brand new 10 or 6 mile route for a smashing
night of superhero fun! Whether you’re Iron Man, Wonder
Woman, or Wolverine, it’s the Hospice’s biggest fundraising
night of the year! Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/midnight The
Festival of Gardens returns this summer with over 30
beautiful gardens open in your area. This year gardens are
open in Adderbury, Balscote, Farthinghoe, Middleton Cheney,

Five Ends meet in ‘Best Chad’
What would national newspapers do to fill their pages
without Chipping Norton and the surrounding villages? This
time it’s the Sunday Times Best Place to Live Guide, which
recently gave Chadlington the accolade of ‘second best place
to live in the South East’. Divided into five ‘Ends’, East End,
West End, Brook End, Green End and Mill End, Chadlington is
a self sufficient community with a butcher, deli and the Café
de la Post – offering breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea and
transforming itself for Friday night community dinners and as
a pizza restaurant on Saturday evening. Other village
ingredients are all there: The Tite Inn, village hall, sports club,
school and parish church. Residents will tell you many families
have lived there for generations but everyone is welcomed
and made part of the community. Let’s hope that this harmony
survives Mill End being identified as the ‘best’ address and that
the Ends carry on their peaceful existence in the Oxfordshire
countryside. Congratulations to Chadlington: the latest in a
long line of ‘best places’ in the County.

Chadlington Beer Festival
Fancy some real ale,
music and fun or a
sneaky glass of
Pimms or cup of
tea? The 15th

Chadlington Beer
Festival is set for
Saturday 2 June,
from midday until
11pm at The
Memorial Hall,
Chapel Road. There
are 20 ales to enjoy, cider, lager, wine, Pimms, gin, live music all
day, BBQ, tea tent, kids stuff. Gate price is £10, including a
Festival Glass, programme and beer tokens which can also be
spent on Pimms and wine. Non-beer drinkers are free.
Children's entry is £3, with all activities then free and
unlimited (except for face painting). For more information, see
www.chadlingtonbeerfestival.co.uk or on Facebook. The event
raises funds for Friends of Chadlington School (FOCS), going
towards fantastic school trips and some 'extras' that the
School wouldn't otherwise be able to afford.

Where’s your Scarecrow?
Chadlington village and its Playgroup are again holding their
popular Scarecrow Festival this year with this year's theme
The World of Beatrix Potter. Maps and voting slips to judge
the competition will be available from 4 May from the
Playgroup (contact Sue Appleton 01993 832282). The
Playgroup will also be holding a Craft and Cake Play Session
on 12 May between 10am and noon at the Bowls Club on
Church Road in Chadlington. This all coincides with Artweeks
– see Arts p21-22 for village exhibitors.

Gt Rollright Village Market
The next regular market is on Saturday 5 May, to give you
local grown and home-made produce and creative goods with
a bit of individuality at very fair prices along with some
downright bargains! Hopefully Spring will be well under way

Olivia Laister with the Easter Bunny
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always shared after the 10am Sunday services. Or just pop in
at any time, the church is open during daylight hours.

Sarah Durham

CRUK wins at the races
The North
C o t s w o l d
Fundraisers
for Cancer
Research UK
is spreadng
its wings and
held a very
s u c c e s s f u l
Cheltenham
themed Race Meeting in Middleton Cheney. Thanks to the
local businesses who sponsored all the races encouraging the
racegoers to become owners and jockeys so helping us raise
over £1000 for CRUK. Equally important was the audience
response. They were a little sceptical at first that six wooden
horses and two dice could be entertaining but left saying ‘that
was the funniest night out I have had in ages’ and most
importantly wanting a repeat next year. Thanks to Chippy
Lions for the loan of the kit. We would be pleased to hear
from anyone who would like to know more about our
fundraising. Gillbegnor@live.co.uk or g.raven@sky.com

Graham Raven

Next Rollright Pub Night
Back by popular demand, the Friends of Great Rollright
Primary School will be holding their next pop-up pub night at
Great Rollright Village Hall on Saturday 19 May! Pull up a bar
stool and order a pint – drinks and bar snacks will be available
from 7.30pm onwards. Live music will be provided by the
hugely talented local song writer and musician, Barney
Newman. Free entry, with all proceeds to Great Rollright
Primary School. This is an adult only event and everyone is
very welcome to come along! For further information please
contact us by emailling greatrollrightfriends@gmail.com.

Michelle Jones

Wychwood Project update
The Wychwood Project helps conserve local areas originally in
the Royal Hunting Forest of Wychwood – with lots of events
and opportunities to volunteer. You can help with conservation
work such as coppicing, tree planting, hedgelaying, dry stone
walling or bird feeding, learn skills or help run events. The
Project provides bespoke learning for Duke of Edinburgh,
Scouts, the public and local schools – Chipping Norton School
has been tackling dry stone walling! Blenheim are hosting a Tree-
ageing event, and Manor Farm in Ascott-under-Wychwood plans
a week long summer school of ‘wild activities’! Events coming up
include: Identifying Ancient Woodland: Wilcote 5 May; Bird ID
walk: Charlbury 13 May; Forage Walk: North Leigh 28 May; and
Chipping Norton’s retired county ecologist Craig Blackwell is
leading a Bee Walk on 13 June (10-1 meet at the Leisure
Centre). Contact info@wychwoodproject.co.uk or call 07584
262437 to book your place.

Conservation work parties will be out: Fruit Tree picking
on 17 May & 2 June at Foxburrow Wood; and Hand-pulling
Himalayan Balsam on 21 June & 7 July at Woodstock

Epwell and Heyford Park. For more information on the
gardens, please visit www.khh.org.uk/gardens. This May the
Care for a Cuppa campaign has a special royal twist. What
better way to celebrate the Royal Wedding than with a Great
British tea and cake party? Help raise much needed funds by
holding a royal-themed cake sale at work or invite your
friends over to watch the Royal Wedding together with a slice
of cake (or two!). For more information, visit
www.khh.org.uk/cuppa 

Lawrence Team update 
The Lawrence Home Nursing Team AGM takes place on
Tuesday, 22 May at 7.30pm at Chipping Norton Town Hall. All
are welcome and refreshments will be available. Did you know
the Nursing Team spent a total of 3677 hours caring for
patients in 2017, which represents a 74% increase in nursing
hours from 2016? With an ageing demographic and the area
covered now including Bloxham, the nursing hours will
increase. The Team is dependent on fundraising events,
donations, gifts and legacies to continue to provide nursing
care, free of charge. Do try and support Lawrence Home
Nursing Team by attending one of the summer fundraisers.
There is something here for everyone to enjoy!

Come and Sing with Bob Chilcott Saturday, 12 May at St
Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton kindly sponsored by K J
Millard Ltd and Owen Mumford. Join The Shoot, a Clay Shoot,
Supper, Prize Giving and Auction Saturday, 9 June at Leys Farm,
Church Enstone by kind permission of Nic Byrom, kindly
sponsored by Savills. Jane Phillips Memorial Golf Day Friday,
29 June at Cotswolds Golf Club, Chipping Norton. Pimms &
Puddings in the Garden by kind permission of Prue Leith
Friday, 13 July at Chastleton Glebe supported by Kingham Hill
School. Proms, Picnic and Fireworks Saturday, 21 July at
Kingham Primary School sponsored by Maxwell Douglas
Estate Agents and Kingham Hill School. For tickets or
enquiries for any of these fundraisers please visit:
www.lawrencehomenursing.org or, alternatively, email
fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org or call 684475.

Verity Fifer

St Andrew’s Great Rollright
After the excitement of Easter, all at St Andrew’s settle back
into the usual pattern of services, 10am Holy Communion on
1st and 3rd Sunday, quieter Morning Worship on 2nd Sunday and
8am BCP Holy Communion on 4th Sunday. Ascension Day falls
on Thursday 10 May with celebrations at 7.30am in St Peter’s
Church, Hook Norton. Breakfast will be served after the
service for those who don’t need to rush off to work. Please
do join at any of these services, coffee/tea and fellowship is

‘Jockeys’ ready for the off...
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Watermeadow. Finally the exhibition, Discovering Wychwood:
Living and Working in a Royal Forest, is on display in
Charlbury Museum in Market Street. Find out what life was
like in West Oxfordshire in 1851 when it was still a Royal
Hunting Forest.Open on Saturdays 10.30am-12.30pm,
Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays 2.30-4.30pm. Visit
www.wychwoodproject.org for details.

Library hosts Elmer Day
Elmer is coming to the Library!
Elmer Day is an annual
celebration of the popular
children's character, Elmer the
Patchwork Elephant. Hundreds
of events take place in
bookshops and libraries across
the country. Join us for Elmer
Day Rhymetime on Monday 21
May at 10.30am. Pre-schoolers

are invited to come dressed in their brightest colours for
storytelling, singing and Pin the Trunk on Elmer as part of the
celebrations. Created by David McKee, Elmer was first
published in 1989. Since then, Elmer's iconic patchwork and
playful character have made him a firm favourite. Elmer
encourages children to accept others' differences and
practice tolerance and kindness. As always, Rhymetime is free
with no need to book. Just turn up and have fun!

Did you know that your library card can be used in all the
other Oxfordshire County Council libraries? You can also
return your books at any branch. Need to use a computer?
Print? Scan? Photocopy? Use Wi-Fi? You can do it all in the

Library. Make use of library services at home too with free
eBooks, eAudio books, classical music and magazines. 

Sally Moore, Chipping Norton Library

Police and community safety
Reports from Police, the Community Resilience Group, local press,
and Neighbourhood Watch

Action & Awareness
Day Chipping Norton
Neighbourhood Watch,
with police and local
community organisa-
tions, held a successful
Awareness day in the
Town Hall on 12 April.
Much crime prevention advice was on offer plus security
devices, equipment marking and bicycle registering. The Fire
and Rescue team told the News they’d been busy, booking a
number of fire home safety checks. Age UK, the Lions and

others were all on hand. Last but not least a large flashing
demonstration of the speedwatch device was there to deter
speeders! Clare Percival from Neighbourhood Watch was
pleased with the increasing interest. She urged more to sign
up to join Neighbourhood Watch (over 250 people in Chippy
so far) and invites anyone interested to come to Community
Resilience Group meetings to discuss issues in the Town. 
Bricks through windowThames Valley Police are appealing
for witnesses after an offender threw three bricks at a
window of a property on Walterbush Road at 9.15pm on
Monday 2 April and then ran away. One brick hit the victim
who suffered bruising to the leg. Anyone with information
please call 101 and quote the reference number 43180098578
or contact Crimestoppers anonymously.
Distraction burglaries PCSO Cheryl Harrison is warning
about potential distraction burglaries: one in March in
Churchill saw someone posing as a charity collector invited
into the house where things were stolen. Anyone official must
have identification – check photos and company names, – you
are entitled to see them. Be vigilant for vulnerable neighbours
or relatives. Call police on 101 with anything suspicious.
Latest crime statistics Crimes for the Chippy police area
for February totalled 49. The breakdown was: Anti-social
behaviour 12, Burglary 4, Criminal damage and arson 9, Drugs
1, Shoplifting 3, Theft from person 1, Other theft 5, Vehicle
crime 7, Public order 1, Violence and sexual offences 5, Other
crime 1. Details and investigation progress on Police.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch’s Clare Percival and the Action &
Awareness Day team pictured outside the Town Hall

Elmer (better in colour!!)
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Town Sports Awards latest
The Town Council Recreation
Committee is to discuss next
year’s Awards which will be the
10th with the possibility of
making it even more interesting,
to mark its first ten years.
Pictured is Kitty Hitchens 11-17
Sportsperson 2018 who was
away competing on the Awards
Evening. Thanks to Kitty’s family
for supplying the photo. 

News of former Sports Award winners: Jack Taylor is now
vice-captain of Gloucestershire County Cricket Club.

Graham Beacham

Chipping Norton Football 
Chippy’s topsy turvy season continued in March. Three games
for the firsts: a 2-2 draw with Carterton Rangers (Rhys
Warner Carter x2), was followed up by an embarrassing 8-0
defeat to Combe – the less said about that the better, though
the month ended on a high with a deserved 2-1 win against
local rivals Charlbury, Kieran Watts and Rhys Warner Carter
sealing all three points. 

The Reserves’ had only two games in March which were
similarly up and down: a heavy 7-2 defeat away at Ducklington,
(Martyn Kraus & Lukasz Dolzel with the consolation goals),
more importantly in the six pointer against FC Mills Chippy
came out on top in a 3-2 victory, Chris Mason, Lukasz Dolzel
& Darren Bridge all scoring. Key players could finally be
returning as the season draws to a close so hopefully both
teams can push on in their respective divisions.

Dominic Rickard

CN Cricket Club
The start of the season is possibly the best part, though the
weather does not always play ball. The new season should see
the Club with new match kit and a shirt sponsor plus a
refurbished bar. There will be cricket for both sides on
Saturdays in May. The First XI continue in Division Two and
the Second XI in Division Seven (North). Only two home
games in May – First XI (12th) and Second XI (19th).

Graham Beacham

The Youth Section had an extremely successful signing on
day with the U7s, now full with waiting list, the U9s & U11s
are almost full though the U13s and U15s still have availability

So if you wish to play/learn cricket with this friendly club
please get in touch quickly or come to training on Fridays
6pm-7pm at the Banbury Road ground. It’s fun and friendly
and competitions are available as well. If you are a returning
player and haven’t yet filled in a membership form please do
so as soon as possible. Everyone is welcome. Please sign in
before going onto the field. Bar will be open and burgers
available during Friday evening sessions. Volunteers to help
with coaching are still urgently needed. For more information
please contact Sue Powell, Youth Coordinator,
bloxhamsue@aol.com

Charity Swim-a-Fun’s back!

‘Swim-a-Fun’ is back at the Leisure Centre on Saturday 9 June,
from 8.30am till noon. Teams of up to six swimmers can enter
45 or 60 minute sessions of nonstop relay swimming, with a
twist. The event, created last year by the Chipping Norton
Rotary Club, is for all abilities and ages, and has two aims: to
raise funds for charity and to encourage healthy community
activity. Swimming is a great way to keep fit, and Swim-a-Fun
shows just how enjoyable swimming can be. The aim is to beat
last year’s total of £3,000 raised for national and local
charities. Swimmers can choose where half of the money they
raise goes. Supported by Better Chipping Norton Leisure
Centre and the 4 Shires Swimming Club, this year’s event has
new categories for prizes including family, competitive and
local businesses and organisations. This year should be even
more fun with obstacles, challenges and music. There will be a
medal for every entrant, prizes for most lengths swum in a
category and most funds raised. Or entrants can just take part
and swim a few lengths for fun and fitness. 

For more information, including how to register go online
at chippyswim.com or contact the Leisure Centre on 644412
email chipping.norton@gll.org

Free badminton
More than half a million people in the UK play badminton
every week. Join us for an evening of fun and games at
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre. We are your local
badminton club. We play every Wednesday from September to
May (apart from a few bank holidays) from 7.30pm. We have
teams in the Banbury league but if competition badminton is
not your thing, then that’s fine. We are holding an open
evening on Wednesday 16 May. Come and join us from 7.30
onwards to around 9pm. Just bring your racquet. Badminton
is a fast and dynamic sport. It can be an excellent workout to
help keep you fit. We are nearing the end of the season for
this year but will be starting again in September. Come along
and give us a try. All ages welcome. Get fit and have fun. Call
Sheila Tarrant (642687) for further information.

4 Shires Swimming Club members celebrate in the pool after
last year’s Swim-a-Fun



17

SPORTS NEWS

Monkey Dragon School of Karate
Congratulations to Dean
and Edward on their first
grading 11th Kyu white
and red belt.  Karate
sessions are held at CN
Leisure Centre, on
Thursdays: Children 6-
7pm, Adults & Teenagers
7-8pm. Call 07472
789346 or 643903 or
visit Facebook for details.

Julie Dowling

Summer Sports in Chadlington
The summer sports season begins in Chadlington at the end
of April with Bowls and Cricket involving players of all ages. 

The Bowls Club competes in the Oxford Bowls League
for Men on a Thursday evening, but also has a full fixture list
of friendly games on Saturdays and/or Sundays against other
local Clubs, throughout the summer. There is an Outdoor
Club Night each Tuesday from April until September, the
clubhouse and the bar are open 7pm to 9pm. 

Cricket is played on the Sports Field next to the
Memorial Hall. Junior Cricket starts on Fridays at 6.30pm
with cricket for tots upwards. Adult Cricket includes League
matches on Saturdays until early September. There will also be
some mid week Twenty20 matches this summer. Practice
night is Wednesday and new players are always welcome. 

Nicky Lloyd

Chipping Norton Bowls Club
Our Indoor season is drawing to a close and the results of
the club competitions can be announced. Entries were up on
last year and it’s wonderful to see several new names on the
honours board.
Men’s Singles winner ~ Martin Shepherd; runner-up ~ Steve
Witcombe. Ladies Singles went to Shirley Crick in her first year
at Chippy winning with her very last wood in a thrilling game
against Julie Singer. Never Won Singles winner ~ Martin Acock;
runner-up ~ Julie Singer. Men’s Pairs Steve Witcombe & Paul
Robbins winners over Nigel Siford & Nigel Lidstone. Ladies Pairs
Carol Martin & Sheila Wright winners over Carole Thornhill &
Sheila Jones. Mixed Pairs Shirley Crick & Paul Robbins winners
over Julie Singer & Martin Sparks. Triples winners ~ Steve
Aldridge, John Cox, Paul Robbins; runners-up ~ Tony Smith,
Shirley Crick, David Stanfield. Rinks winners ~ Carol Martin,
Nigel Lidster, Richard Marrow, Tom Edwards; runners-up ~
Orran Bennett, Bev Timms, John Hurren, David Leighfield. 

Thanks to John Hurren for all his hard work in this, his
first year as the Club’s Competition Secretary.  We now look

forward to some long sunny summer days playing outdoors.
We wish Carole Thornhill all the best in her year as County
President. The Club offers a warm welcome to any visitors
wishing to try this wonderful sport. Coaching sessions are on
Tuesday mornings 10-12. 

For more information please call Val Harris 658201.
Roberta Jarvie

4 Shires Swimming Club
Members attended three galas recently
despite the snow. Ellie Lawrence and Louis
Bushby went to the High Wycombe Level 1
meet and Ellie achieved a pb in the 100 free.
Then in mid March 27 swimmers went to
Milton Keynes gala and had an amazing day,
bringing home 71 medals. Imogen Lawrence
(pictured) was Swimmer of the Meet
achieving pbs in all her seven races.
Gloucester was the next venue the weekend
after. This was a Level 2 meet and our six swimmers, Holly,
Matthew, William, Oriana, Charlotte and Oscar all competed
really well with Matthew winning gold in all freestyle distances
of 50m,100m, and 200m. April is busy for our younger
swimmers who go to the COSC development 6 Meet and our
master swimmers who compete at Gloucester. 

4SSC is holding its first licensed meet on 28 April – its
club championships. This is a huge achievement as Club
members have had to work hard to gain the necessary
qualifications for accreditation so that all our swimmers’
times will be allowed in other galas and counties next year.

Philippa Upton
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All on our Doorstep

Seeking Flowers, Food and Fun! Nature is resurrecting itself
all around us and now is the time to experience the
wonderful countryside right on our doorstep and visit the
Cotswold villages and places of interest. With two bank
holidays this month, it’s a good opportunity to discover local
beauty spots, places to eat and visitor attractions. So get off
the sofa and come on a trip with me. The route is a round trip
of about 50 miles. It can easily be done in a day depending on
how many attractions you want to visit. Leave Chippy on the
Worcester Road. The first place you pass is Chastleton
House. This National Trust property is a Jacobean House
with gardens, cafe and croquet on the lawn. It was left
essentially unchanged for 400 years, making it a unique time
capsule. Carry on to Moreton-in-Marsh and from there take
the Evesham Road. This takes you past Batsford
Arboretum and the Birds of Prey Centre. The arboretum is
aglow with flowers at this time of the year and blossom,
rhododendron and spring bulbs are in abundance. What a
lovely place for a walk on a warm spring day. 

Our alternative Tea Set Equally delightful is Broadway
Tower Country Park, about six miles further on at the top of
Fish Hill with its magnificent views, excellent if you have children
with you or for a picnic. Engage low gear and make your way
down the hill to Broadway, a beautiful Cotswold town, a firm
favourite with the tourists so parking can be an issue. 

Here is my first
refreshment stop
– The Tea Set –
our very own
Chippy café’s
other outlet. It can
be found opposite
the car park in a
charming arcade
of shops leading
to the main street.

All the favourite homemade goodies and excellent tea and
coffee we are used to in Chippy are replicated here. On
leaving Broadway, you have a choice. If you turn right it will
take you to the lovely town of Chipping Campden, well
worth a visit, and also to the National Trust’s Hidcote
Manor Gardens. These arts and crafts gardens designed by
the renowned horticulturalist Major Lawrence Johnston are
presented as a series of ‘rooms’ each displaying a different
array of flowers according to the seasons. Spring is a perfect
time to visit, wandering through a maze of narrow paved

pathways and discovering secret gardens all along the way full
of all your favourite flowers and blossom. I, however, decided
to turn left in Broadway on to the B4632 towards
Winchcombe as there is a very special place I would like you
to go to for lunch. 

Stunning villages and a special lunch About four miles
along you will see a signpost to Stanton. This is a stunning
village beneath the towering Cotswold escarpment. Stop to
admire the village cricket green, the mellowed stone houses
and the abundance of flowers before taking the no through
road on your left and going up and up until you reach The

Mount Inn. This pub must have one of the most spectacular
views to enjoy while having lunch. The gardens look out over
seven counties and you can see all the way to the Welsh
mountains. The food is excellent, anything from a snack to a
full blown meal. All freshly prepared to order and you can eat
either inside or out. On leaving The Mount, brave the drive
back down the hill and take a turning to the left signposted
Stanway. It is a short drive to Stanway. This estate village is
centred on the magnificent Stanway House with its
baroque gatehouse and formal gardens with the highest
(gravity fed) fountain in the world. The beautiful tithe barn and
medieval church are also part of the estate. The village has a
thatched cricket pavilion presented to the village by Sir James
Barrie, the author of Peter Pan. The village stands on the
Cotswold Way so is perfect if you like walking. 

Our Countryfile connection Continue along the same road
until you meet the B4077 and turn left towards Stow. In about
5 miles there is a turning right to The Slaughters. Along here
you will find The Cotswold Farm Park owned by Adam
Henson of Countryfile fame. This is a wonderland for children
with all the animals, entertainment and playgrounds as well as
having a good restaurant. You need quite a lot of time here so
it might have to be left for another day. Now the road reaches
the Slaughters, loved by tourists, artists, writers and
photographers. Upper Slaughter has its ford leading to the
picturesque cottages and the renowned Lords of the Manor
Hotel if you want to spoil yourself. Lower Slaughter follows
the stream along paths edged with flowers between the
mellow Cotswold stone cottages. Here you will find the pub
if you fancy some refreshment. 

Tea and cakes in Stow On leaving The Slaughters take the
road to Stow on the Wold and aim to find a parking space in

Out and
After a somewhat miserable, dark, cold winter it loo

get out and about? The Newsteam’s Sue Hadland has
puts the spotlight on a local couple who hav

SPRING LEISU



Foxholes Nature Reserve. Here you can wander among a
carpet of bluebells in May. They are everywhere, turning the

whole woodland blue and filling the air with their wonderful
scent. If you go in the early evening you also have the chance
to see some of the bats that inhabit this magical wood. Look
up into the trees and you will see all the bat boxes erected by
the Wildlife Trust to encourage these creatures to live and
breed here. Foxholes is a lovely nature reserve, excellent for
a picnic and if you visit a bit later in the season there will be
foxgloves everywhere in the surrounding fields. So I hope you
have enjoyed your day in the Cotswolds and as you make your
way home are glad you got out of your chair to experience
the delights of the local countryside. 

nd About
 looks like Spring and Summer are on the way! Why not
as been exploring our local countryside – and she also

have some trips further afield up their sleeves
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the town centre. Stow is a great place to browse the shops
with many independent small outlets selling a wide range of
products. It is also home to Huffkins, an excellent cafe
serving meals and delicious cakes and pastries. It can be
difficult to get a table at Huffkins so I decided to visit Lucy’s

Tearooms, just along
the road, and am very
pleased I did. They
served some of the
nicest tea I have drunk
in a long time and their
homemade cakes and
scones were quite
exceptional. The table

next to us were served their full afternoon tea on beautiful
tiered cake stands with little sandwiches, scones with jam and
clotted cream and an assortment of cakes. They also serve
more substantial food such as jacket potatoes, paninis and hot
dishes. Well worth a visit.

Carpets of bluebells - To round off the day, leave Stow on the
road to Chipping Norton and turn right to Bledington. After
travelling through the village take the right turn towards
Idbury and just on the left turn onto a farm track leading to

Taking to the Country
Regular users of Chippy’s Saturday Country Market will recognise Elizabeth and Tony
Milhofer. With spring and summer trips in mind, we explore Tony’s ‘Routes to Suit’. 

A ‘country’ retirement
Eighteen years ago Tony and Elizabeth retired to Chipping
Norton from Leighton Buzzard where they had been for
thirty years. They owned four travel
shops in Milton Keynes, Leighton
Buzzard, Berkhampstead and
Bicester, which specialised in tours,
as well as other holidays. Having sold
them, they came to Chippy but by no
stretch of the imagination could you
call it a retirement. Elizabeth is best
known in the Town for the Saturday
Country Market in the lower Town
Hall which she helps run. From 9am
to 11am every Saturday morning local producers offer cakes
vegetables, fruit, ready meals, eggs and meat, as well as
handicrafts, all under one roof and it is well worth a visit.
Tony helps her by acting as treasurer, collecting the money
and ensuring the stallholders are paid.

Finding ‘routes to suit’
What most people don’t know is Tony’s other activity. He is
still active in the tour business and has a company, Routes to
Suit Travel, which organises about three tours a year visiting
gardens and stately homes centred in different areas, usually
staying in Best Western Hotels which he and Elizabeth fully

escort. He uses Pulhams Mercedes Coaches and usually has
the same driver, Adrian Waine, who was voted Coach Driver
of the Year in 2017. These tours are suitable for all ages and
abilities, even wheelchairs can be accommodated, and there

are a variety of departure points, all with car
parking. These tours are ideal for garden
lovers and people interested in history. 

2018 Summer trips
In June they will visit the Heart of England,
centred in Stafford, and visit places such as
Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens, NT
Kedleston Hall and some NGS Yellow Book
Gardens to name but a few. Usually two

sites are visited per day and one site on the outward and
return journeys. September sees a visit to the North East,
staying at Derwent Manor, Consett Durham. Again an
impressive selection of properties and gardens will be
visited. For someone who is supposed to be retired this is
quite an undertaking and he has a staunch following of
travellers but can always take more. All you do is pack your
bag and everything else is done for you. Tony can be
contacted on 01608 645645 or by email
tony@rtstravel.com. 
There may well be many garden lovers who would relish the
opportunity to join one of Tony’s tours, now they know they exist!

URE FEATURE

Photo: Julian Dalton
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I am seventeen years old and live in a town called Lorrach in
south- west Germany, near the French and Swiss border, and
I am here for two weeks to improve my
English, spending time with a host family in
Chipping Norton. My first impression of
Chipping Norton is that it is an attractive
town with very old Cotswold stone houses.
This is very different from my home town. I
also noticed that, although the Town’s streets
are very clean, the roads are full of potholes
and being driven in a car is a very bumpy
experience! On my first day here I visited the
local museum which I found very quaint and
old fashioned. One fascinating fact I learnt
was that baseball was played in Chipping
Norton for many years. I also visited St
Mary’s Church and thought the building and
its interior were very impressive. Churches
in my town do not have gravestones in front
of the entrance. I found it surprising that this was the case in
England. The graves were very ancient but I did not notice
flowers placed on them as we have in Germany.

One thing that struck me in the supermarkets here was
that a lot of plastic packaging is being used. We also have this
problem in Germany but not quite as much. In all German
supermarkets fruit and vegetables are displayed without
packaging in a ‘market stall’ style so customers can choose
their fresh produce and then put it into brown paper bags.
The use of brown paper bags is a new idea in our
supermarkets but the recycling of plastic, and some glass,
bottles has been operating in German supermarkets for a
very long time. Customers who return their bottles will
receive 25 cents for each item returned. 

I spent two days in Chipping Norton’s sixth form where
I found a warm welcome. The School offers many more
subjects than in my school and the sports offered are also
very different as they include rugby and cricket which are not
played in German schools.  Another difference I noticed was

the wearing of a school uniform. In Germany we do not wear
school uniforms. At times the teaching style was very different

as students were learning independently. For
example, the pupils in the Design class were
allowed to leave the classroom to study on
their own in another classroom. Also, pupils
seemed to work much more in groups than
in my school. Every classroom that I saw
around the School had an interactive white
board which is the same in my school in
Germany. A new idea in my school is for each
pupil in one particular class to have access to
an iPad. These pupils are allowed to take the
iPad home for the year but they must return
it at the end of the year or pay a small
amount to keep it. What was very special was
that the Leisure Centre was attached to the
School and pupils could use it as part of their
lessons. It had plenty of modern facilities and

I especially liked the dance rooms. 
Although the weather has been wet and cold during my

stay, I have enjoyed drinking hot chocolate in some of the
cafés in and around the Town! (see picture)

Cathrin Werner
Many thanks Cathrin – glad you enjoyed your stay. Contributions
to the News are welcome from all our visitors.

Charmed by Chippy!
Cathrin Werner, a 17-year-old visiting German school student, came along to the Newsteam’s

March meeting, and, much taken with life in Chippy, and kindly sent us ‘A German’s impression of
English life in a small market town’.

Cathrin enjoying hot chocolate at
The Tea Set 

HiddenBeauty
8 Middle Row
Chipping Norton

0X7 5NH
01608 643862

Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk
Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart
of Chipping Norton

Offering a wide range of beauty
and hair treatments. 

Hair services
Nail treatments
Environ Facials

Waxing
Lashes & brows 
Competitive prices

We pride ourselves on our quality standards
and customer care

For queries, questions and more
information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Children’s African Drumming – Half Term Thursday 31
May. The universal appeal of African drumming ensures that
every participant finds the workshop accessible. After some
fun and rhythm games, they learn funky rhythms, solos, call
and response and finally put together some fantastic pieces of
musicending with a ‘sharing’ on the Theatre stage. 5-7 years
10am-12.30pm. 8-12 years 1.30pm-4pm. £20 Bring a snack.
Booking on 642350 or www.chippingnortontheatre.com.

Half-Term 3 Day Stage Workshop – Chippy Stage School
offers holiday work-
shops for children aged
8-18 giving a taste
what's involved when
putting on a musical
theatre production.
These are challenging
but fun workshops
designed for all levels of
dancing, singing and
acting ability with highly
experienced and
energetic coaches
skilled at bringing out
the very best. The next workshop in May half term, is 29-31
May, with a theme of the Wizard Of Oz, 10am-3pm at Enstone
Village Hall. Price £65. Pre-booking required. Bring a packed
lunch. Mid-morning snack and drinks provided. More
information at www.chippystageschoolcom.ipage.com or e-
mail Lizeason35@yahoo.com.

Artweeks 2018
Artweeks is in North and West
Oxfordshire from 5 to 13 May. The
Guide is now available in many local
outlets or visit www.artweeks.org.
Last month we featured sites in
Chippy and some villages. Here are
some more – showing what a diverse
collection of art is available.

Site numbers refer to their listing in the Guide.

Chipping Norton at Chipping Norton Health Centre (Site
133) The People’s Gallery 7-11, 14-18, 21-25 and 28 May.
A large range of art by local artists all around the corridors
and waiting rooms  12.30-6.30pm. 

Charlbury – Sarah Pulvertaft
(Site 110 at the Ranger’s
Lodge) makes silver and gold
jewellery using repeated and
kinetic elements which create
dynamic undulating surfaces.
St Mary’s Church Group (Site 120) is an eclectic group of
artists exhibiting in the Church. For the first time you can see
Mizue Tam’s stunning paper cut outs with a depth of
sophistication and artistry hardly ever seen in hand cut work.
Other artists, some well-known locally, will be exhibiting and
demonstrating. 10am to 6pm (Sundays from 11am-6pm). Trail
maps list Charlbury’s 24 other artists – all within walking
distance of the Church.

Chadlington 17 artists are exhibiting in six venues across
the village, covering a full range from painting and drawing,

Theatre & half term workshops
A Tender Thing A Chipping
Norton Theatre
HomeGrown Production,
Ben Power’s moving play
imagines the starcrossed
lovers at the end of long
lives together. ‘An
astonishing and beautiful
reimagining of Shakes-
peare’s Romeo and Juliet’.
Shakespeare’s original
words are woven together
into a new, deeply romantic

story of loyalty, loss and enduring love. This two hander has a
high-profile cast, with Patrick Driver as Romeo and Suzanna
Hamilton as Juliet. Patrick is a Globe Theatre regular (starring
in Measure for Measure, As You Like It, and more) and starred in
the Apollo’s award winning The Curious Incident of The Dog in
the Night-time. Suzanna appeared as a child in the film Swallows
and Amazons, starred opposite John Hurt and Meryl Streep in
Out of Africa and has had many TV roles including in Jonathan
Creek, Casualty, Silent Witness and New Tricks. 
3-12 May. Suitable for age 12+. Tickets available from the Box
Office 642350 or www.chippingnortontheatre.com

High ... high ... High Society!
Well it is now May so it must be time for the CHAOS
production of High Society, packed with well-known songs:
True Love, It’s alright with me, Who wants to be a millionaire?, I
love Paris in the Springtime and many more. You might
remember the film with Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra and Grace
Kelly but the show is quite different. To find out, come to the
Theatre from 17-19 May at 7.30pm. Saturday matinée at
2.30pm. Tickets £14 (matinée £12) from the Theatre Box
Office 642350. Rehearsals have gone really well and it
promises to be yet another hit. Fiona Bates is excellent in the
main part but does she end up marrying Arthur Taylor, Ryan
Souch or Dave Court? Also in the cast are Diana Dodds,
Martin Hannant, Emily Weaver and John Wheeler. Watch out
for the debut of 14-year-old Maddy Philpott. A wonderful
show, lovely songs, plenty of comedy – all great entertainment! 

Martin Hannant

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton 
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Feed 
Your 
Brain

Photo © Josh Tomalin
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News and Reviews
Musketeers’ confection of fun February’s Nortonian

Amateur Dramatic Society production of The Three
Musketeers was dedicated to Marion Pitman. James Barry’s
charming comedy saw the NORTs excel with wit, superb
comic timing, beautiful costumes, imaginative direction and
staging. They immersed their audience in a lively and
entertaining theatrical experience. The Town Hall with
French-style tables for guests added a certain 'Je ne sais quoi'.
Musketeers Beverley Digwood, Paul Lovick and Andrew
Pitman embraced their parts with gusto. Cardinal Richelieu,
a.k.a. David Simkins, revelled in menace, malevolence and the
wrath of the audience! Chris Geary, magnificent as Brie,
proved a spectacle to cherish! Tizane Barron, stunning and
assured, was resplendent as the Queen. Joan Hawkins was a
highly polished Milady. Julie Moore and Sian O'Neill danced
strictly together with flair and style. 

Congratulations to the Nortonians for this masterful
confection of fun, genuinely 'one for all and all for one'. 

Amanda Owen

through sculpture, ceramics and jewellery to mixed media and
a new creative voice project. Look out for signs across the
village to exhibitions at Sandys House (Sites 92-97); the
Methodist Church (Site 98); Knollbury (Site 100); Rose
Cottage (Site 101); St Nicholas Church (Sites 102-7) and
Manor Court (Site 108). Most venues are open between
noon and 5pm, some for longer and some offer refreshments. 

Little Rollright
Brighthill Farm (Site
144) exhibits Neolithic
Echoes Spirals & shapes
in the landscape (5 to 28
May). Outdoor structures
that briefly look their best
then start to decay as
insects, weather and time

work their magic. The non-selling Whispering Knights project
is an ephemeral, ever-changing environmental and aesthetic
project near the Whispering Knights and Rollright Stone
Circle. 

Art exhibitions and lectures
The Theatre Gallery, Chipping Norton 17 May-12 June.
Blissful, a joint exhibition inspired by a mutual love of colour,
poetic language, nature and local heritage. Vibrant Acrylic
Artwork by Pauline Nolan and Embellished Textile Creations
by Wendy Todd. Viewing 30 minutes before live performances,
films and screenings, or Saturdays 1-3pm. Pauline and Wendy
also exhibit at The Art Yard Café, Enstone from 1-30 June.
Daily 8am-11pm.

North Cotswold Arts AssociationWednesday 9 May 2-
4pm at Warwick Hall, Burford, Tom Shepherd demonstrates
his fascinating technique in creating light and shade in animal
painting. (Change to advertised programme.) All welcome.
Details from Frances 644425.

The Arts Society Cotswolds 9 May 11.30 at Warwick Hall,
Burford, Andrew Davies talks on New York, New York: an
Architectural Discovery, guiding us past the Statue of Liberty and
Ellis Island to marvel at the Empire State Building, as well as
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Frick Collection and
more. Non-members welcome (suggested donation £10). See
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

Oxford Textile Artists 5 May-3 June, 25th Anniversary
Exhibition: Journeys at Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock,
showing a wonderful range of colour, texture and stitch, using
traditional and contemporary styles of textile art.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum.

The Cotswolds AONB Hare Trail 22 May to 9 September.
Discover five-foot tall hares, hidden corners, ancient trails and
surprising places in towns throughout the Cotswolds. Trail
map available. Each hare designed and painted by local artists,
often with a local theme. See cotswoldsharetrail.org.uk 

Painting the Plateau – Tibetan regional dress Town Hall
Saturday 26 May 10am-5pm free entry. A  rare opportunity to
see paintings of clothes, jewellery and accessories from the
different Tibetan provinces and to learn about the history
behind it all. There will be a selection of Tibetan handicraft and
other merchandise. and free Tibetan tea! Sponsored by the
charity Tibet Relief Fund www.tibetrelieffund.co.uk
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Longborough Festival Opera The 2018 Festival, 6 June to
2 August, includes four new productions: Wagner's Der
fliegende Holländer, Verdi's La traviata, Strauss's Ariadne auf
Naxos and Monteverdi's L'incoronazione di Poppea. See
lfo.org.uk/whats-on for details.

ChipNorComFest No Laughing Matter! Ken Norman,
organiser of
Chippy’s first
Comedy Festival
in March
updated the
News after snow
played havoc
with his plans.
Only two of 13
scheduled shows

went ahead: Simon Evans and George Egg
made it to entertain 200 audience members
who had battled through the icy conditions.
One other, Ellie Taylor performed at short
notice on 11 April. However, the Festival has

rebooked Mark Watson to play at The Theatre on Sunday
8 July. Tickets at £18.50 from the Box Office (642350) from
Wednesday 9 May. Ken thanked Ellie, Mark and the audiences
who hopefully will rebook. An enquiry to Ken about another
Comedy Festival in 2019, reduced him to maniacal laughter.
Let’s hope.

Concerts and music classes
Chipping Norton Choral Society Concert Saturday 12
May at 7.30pm. Vivaldi Gloria in D, Handel Chandos Anthem No
9 O praise the Lord with one consent, Verdi Pater Noster and
Stanford Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in C. With the Baroque
orchestra Oxybaroxy, Conductor: Peter Hunt. St Mary's
Church, Witney. Tickets £15 from tickets@cncs.org.uk, 07988
233299, Jaffé & Neale Bookshop or on the door. (U-16s free).

Kingham Singers Concert Saturday 12 May at 7.30pm in
Kingham Primary School. A Wonderful World. A lighthearted
evening of music and readings in aid of Thames Valley Air
Ambulance, Kingham Primary School and Choir Funds. Tickets
£6 from choir members, Kingham Coffee & Kingham Stores.
The last concert was a sell out so book your tickets now!

Exploring Music Day Class Wednesday 6 June 10.30am-
3.30pm with Kate Eckersley at the Bell Hotel, Charlbury. Sun,
Moon, Stars: the celestial bodies, so distant and yet so familiar
and constant. No wonder they are frequently celebrated and
invoked in music, from love songs calling on the moon to the
mighty Planets Suite of Holst. For details & booking contact
Peter Fry on 01993 359189.

CN Choral Society Sing Day Concert Saturday 16 June
rehearsal at Chipping Norton School from 10am. 5.30pm
performance (after tea and cakes at the School) at St Mary's
Church, Chipping Norton. Vivaldi's Gloria and Bob Chilcott's
The Voyage, Conductor: Peter Hunt. Tickets: £25, (under 16s
free). Sheet music provided. For information and to register
contact tickets@cncs.org.uk or 07988 233299.

Clare’s latest crime thriller In March, Jaffé & Neale
Bookshop welcomed
bestselling author Clare
Mackintosh to launch her
latest crime thriller Let Me
Lie. Clare’s debut novel, I Let
You Go, was a number one
Sunday Times bestseller and
the fastest-selling title by a
new crime writer in 2015
(over 1 million copies sold),
Let Me Lie is Clare’s much
anticipated third novel. As

many locals know, Clare used to work for the Oxfordshire
police and was posted to Chipping Norton as the town
sergeant. She resigned in 2011 to become a full-time writer,
her time in the force providing a wealth of experience to aide
authenticity in her crime writing. Kate Zakrzewska from the
Bookshop told the News, ‘It was a great honour to host this
event for Clare after building up a great friendship during her
time living and working in Chippy. A packed audience were
eager to hear Clare talk about her work and to have her sign
their copies. After a fantastic evening with plenty of questions
from the audience, we look forward to Clare’s next book!’ 

Local Festival updates
ChipLitFest This edition of the News is out just as another
successful ChipLitFest finishes. Any highlights or comments
welcome for next month and well done to all the volunteers,
organising committee and guests. 

Fibre Festival Chipping
Norton’s Fibre Festival is on again
this year in Middle Row, Saturday 2
June, 10am-4pm. This will be a little
along the lines of a traditional
wool fair, including Wensleydale
sheep from Home Farm, hand
dyeing, spinning, felt making and
weaving for children. For more
details visit The Fibreworks,
Middle Row, call 645970 or go to
www.thefibreworks.co.uk. 

Bledington Music Festival 2018 5-7 June at St Leonard’s
Church, Bledington. The three main concerts (all at 7.30pm)
include: Tuesday, 5 June, Alissa Firsova, Piano with Daniel
Rowland, Violin from Brodsky Quartet, playing music by
Schumann, Schnittke, Milhaud and César Franck; Wednesday,
6 June, The Cann Twins, Piano playing Schubert, Liszt, Poulenc,
Debussy and Johann Strauss, plus a special piece, Scenes from
Anthony and Cleopatra, composed by Antoinette Cann
involving children from Bledington Primary School; and
Thursday, 7 June, rising star Clare Hammond, Piano, rounds
it all off with Schubert, Haydn, Mendelssohn and sparkling
climax with Debussy’s Preludes and Stravinsky’s Suite
Petroushka. A bonus concert on Thursday, 7 June at 11am has
David Jones, the Baritone on a (Brompton) Bicycle, cycling on
his way to Land’s End for charity Live Music Now, singing
Vaughan Williams’ Songs of Travel and other songs – free with
donations at end. Main concerts tickets £22 from Jaffé &
Neale, Kingham Stores, King’s Head, Bledington, online at
www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk or telephone 658669.

Top: Simon Evans with Festival organiser
Ken Norman (photo © Silver Apples)

Left: Mark Watson – in Chippy on 8 July
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Scouting out & about 
New Scout Hut update The kitchen in the hut is now
partly completed and the group is busy fundraising again.
Many thanks to everyone who has donated recently and to
the local Co-op who continues to support us.

Beavers (Riverside Colony) Beavers have had an amazing
term: learning what to do in an emergency, toasting
marshmallows, drawing what a camp looks like (very
interesting but unfortunately we don’t have a McDonalds on
site!) and learning to make hot chocolate. At the end of term
we had an Easter egg hunt which, as usual, went down well. 
Cubs have been working towards their Hobbies and
Collectors badges. To showcase these they brought in their
collections and equipment for their hobbies. Collections
included Lego minifigures, cacti and interesting rocks while
hobbies  ranged from cricket, roller hockey, drumming and
playing the guitar to being a beater.

The annual Cub district scrapheap challenge was held in
our new scout hut in March.  We were delighted to to
welcome over 50 cubs from the N Oxon District. Teams had
to create a junk model from a futuristic story read to them.
Chippy had three teams who created time machines and a
pterodactyl. A team from Sibford cub pack won overall.
Scouts completed their expedition challenge with two 6-
hour hikes over a weekend in March. April sees the annual
Gradbach climbing and hill walking weekend in the Peak
District. Over the summer term we will be working on our
World Challenge, Chef activity and Camper badges.
Explorers spent time last term arranging their own
international meetings with one on a Swedish theme and one
from Ireland. Our numbers are growing all the time and we
have plans this term for two camps, learning about bike
expeditions and looking at environmental issues.

History Society turns detective
On a damp April night an appreciative audience thoroughly
enjoyed Mark Davies’s lively talk on the shenanigans between
Town and Gown in Oxford. We are hoping for a balmier
evening in May, and an audience of detectives. Some very old
negatives from Mr Packer’s vast collection have been produced
recently as slides. Most of the images have not been seen since
they were originally taken. So our questions are: Who are they?
Where is this? Why was this snapped? Perhaps ‘snap’ is not an
appropriate word to use for 19th and early 20th century

photography but the History Society needs you as detectives.
Can you identify any of the photos? Have you a story relating
to any of them? If not, just come and enjoy these early images
in the Methodist Hall at 7. 30pm on Monday14 May.

Liz Whitaker

Chippy Labour Party
April arrived and with it campaigning for the District Council
on 3 May. The current councillor, Laetisia Carter, hopes to be
re-elected to continue the work she has been doing for four
years. The deadlines for registering to vote or applying for a
postal or proxy vote have passed. However, it is not too late
to apply for a proxy vote on the grounds of a medical
emergency or for work reasons. This can be done up until
5pm on polling day, provided the reason arose after the
ordinary deadline for applying to appoint a proxy. Contact the
Election Office on 01993 861410 for help. 

We usually meet on the second Thursday of each month.
In addition our street stall operates regularly. A good
opportunity to meet members and your District Councillors.
Why not give us a try and come along to one of our regular
meetings or social events? Contact me, David Heyes, at
davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk for more information.

Chipping Norton Flower Club 
The March
meeting was a
lively workshop
when the hall
was filled with
spring flowers
and Easter chicks.
Elaine from
Elaine’s flowers
based at Wyatt’s
Garden Centre
showed us how

to make an Easter wreath and then everyone had a go,
producing some lovely floral arrangements to take home for
Easter. We are planning our June trip to Irene Tyack’s Yellow
Hat Tribe Gallery for a talk, tour and tea. Places must be
booked and paid for (£6.50) by 30 May.

And together with The Friends of St Mary’s Church we
are planning a flower demonstration in the Church at 2pm on
9 June. Tickets are £10 – contact Elaine on 07833 522592 or
email snips59@icloud.com for details (see also article p10).

CN Rotary round up
Race Night This successful event in mid-March supported
the Chippy Shuttle Bus and the Kenyan Kids charity.
Swim-a-Fun 9 June As you may have seen elsewhere in the
News (Sports p16), we plan to run the second Swim-A-Fun in
partnership with Chipping Norton Leisure Centre and the
Four Shires Swimming Club. Participants do a sponsored
swim to raise money split between their chosen charity and
those supported by Rotary Club and its partners. To find out
more, go to chippyswim.com.
In memory of Nick Fane We are very sorry to record the
passing of Nick Fane, a valued member of our club and the
mastermind behind the Swim-a-Fun. He became ill with
pulmonary fibrosis just before last year’s Swim and passed
away in March. He was a quiet, modest yet very capable man

Fundraising bag-pack & cake sale in the Co-op last month
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Thursday 19 July: Tim Williams – Where there’s a Will
there’s a Way. Tim is a solicitor, will give a light-hearted talk on
this serious topic. This meeting is open to anyone. 

Members Lesley Stobart, Jill Harden and Frances Buckel
recently attended a seminar on alleviating loneliness. ONWI
feel that it would be good to organise fun gatherings in the
village so that people can share their experiences and get to
know each other better. Watch out for more information.

Frances Buckel

Horticultural update 
The last meeting of the winter season was held in April, when
Marcel Floyd from Calne gave a lively talk and showed
wonderful pictures of clematis. His knowledge was great and
he kept us entertained throughout the evening.  He brought a
wide range of clematis for us to purchase.

Members were saddened to learn of the passing of Dr.
Bruce Parker (a life member). He had worked tirelessly for
the Association arranging summer trips for us over a number
of years; also of the death of Gerald Forse who had been a
regular supporter and a great support to me in the role of
secretary over the past 15 years.  Both will be sorely missed
by family, friends and the Association.

The dates of the summer days out are available from the
secretary on 643275 or can be seen on the website
www.cnha.co.uk There are still places available on all trips.

Eileen Forse

Chippy Folk packed to the rafters
Another full house in April at the Art Yard
Café with lots of people choosing to
come early and enjoy a meal first (great
menu!). Special thanks and welcome to
those performing for the first time – our

ukulele duo
Cathy and
Rosemary for
Sloop John B,
Helen joining
Rachel and co
for Catch the

Wind, Raymond
with Psalm 31 and Bee, beautifully
performing her own song Even
There. It was an evening of new
collaborations – some planned and
some spontaneous but all well-
received and roundly applauded! 

We have many talented singer-songwriters, including Paul,
Dave, Terry, Colin and Pete whose songs and guitar playing
always delight. We also heard some fantastic renditions of
traditional numbers including Marcus’ Down the Glen, Ian’s
Once I had a Sweetheart and Kate’s Raggle Taggle Gypsy. Also
accomplished covers by Bev and Tony with Jolene and the
Brothers with Heart of Gold. Plus super contributions from
Rosie on the harp, Clare, Lynne and Jonathan and others.
Thank you to all. 

All are welcome when we next meet on Monday 14 May
at 7.45pm at the Art Yard Café, Enstone OX7 4NF. Sing, play,
recite or just listen. Details www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

Rachel Chai

CLUB NEWS

who thought the best of everyone and will be sorely missed.
Rotary todayWe are looking for people who want to do
something to improve people’s lot locally and internationally
and enjoy fellowship through supporting charitable causes. If
you join Rotary you can make a difference  as part of an
organisation of over a million people globally. All those people
have helped to reduce polio over the past 25 years by 99%.
Come and see what we do, and bring your friends. If you have
time to spare – perhaps you are recently retired – come and
talk to us. Contact us via www.chippingnortonrotary.org.uk
or call Simon on 07896 326149.

Lions welcome the Land of Song

First a big thank you to all who bought raffle tickets for our
Easter Eggs sited around town. You helped us raise over £800
for our charity funds. Our next fundraising event is an Ascot
Race Night on 24 June. This will be at the Crown and Cushion
from 7pm with the first race scheduled for 7.30. Tickets will
be £3 available shortly. If you or your company would like to
sponsor a race, please contact us via our website
www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk. We are looking forward to
seeing a good crowd dressed to impress and enjoying the
atmosphere, food and drinks of an Ascot Week! And on 7 July
at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church, in conjunction with the
Friends of the Church, we present a concert by The
Caerphilly Male Voice Choir. This promises to be a
wonderfully tuneful evening. The price is £10 for tickets
bought in advance. For both these events look out for further
information on our website or Facebook page and posters
around the town. Turning to one of our important charitable
service activities, we have a number of electric mobility
scooters available. If you know of anyone who might be
helped by using one, please contact Rob Caswell (646003).

John Roxby

Over Norton WI: pets prison & wills
Over Norton WI has an excellent programme this year.
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at the
Village Hall at 7.45pm – visitors are always welcome. Call
Lesley Stobart 642690 for more information.
Thursday 17 May:Alan Walker, Veterinarian – Four Legs & a
Tale. The Walker family have been associated with the care
and welfare of animals since 1674. Alan joined his father in
1981 and was involved in their local practice’s development at
Hook Norton. He retired in 2006 but still helps out in a
consultancy role. He has many tales to tell!
Thursday 21 June: Ginny Davis – From the Pillory to the
Prison. Back by popular demand, Ginny is an accomplished
and amusing speaker who worked as a criminal barrister and
is married to a High Court Judge. Her talk draws on personal
experience, close observation and research. 

The Caerphilly Male Voice Choir – here in July
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Solo & non-stop yachtsmen!
Writer and photographer Barry Picthall, Chair of the Yachting
Journalists' Association, was the March speaker at Chipping

Norton Yacht Club. As a long-serving Times journalist he has
met, interviewed and befriended many of the players on the
ocean yacht-racing scene. Barry showed a short grainy film of
the start of original Golden Globe round-the-world solo non-
stop race of 1968/9. He described the excitements of that
race and its hardy competitors (including Donald Crowhurst,
about whom the movie The Mercy was recently shown in The
Theatre). The 2018 Golden Globe race is ‘retro’ – recreating
the ethos of the original – with limited telecommunications,
production boats of traditional design, and navigation by chart,
sextant and chronometer. But this time competitors must
have sailing experience, unlike the original race! The 2018 race
is sadly not this time starting from the UK but from France
though some of us in CNYC hope to join the pre-race rally
in Falmouth. Barry was a natural raconteur, and had plenty to
tell us from his long and personal association with round-the-
world solo yacht racing. 

For our programme of talks, to book or to join the club
(no boat or knowledge required) visit cnyc.co.uk.

Roger Backhaus

An Inspiring Tale at CNWI
On 11 April members of Chipping Norton Women’s Institute
enjoyed an excellent presentation by local resident Liz Atkins,
describing her 44-day walk along the Welsh Coast Path in
2015. Accompanied by her faithful dog Matty and a stalwart
friend, she walked from Chester to Chepstow, raising funds
for the Teenage Cancer Trust. Their backup team was splendid,
the weather and route generally favourable and the scenery
in many places was quite stunning. A strenuous journey
undertaken for an admirable cause – all 757 miles of it! 

At our meeting on 9 May we will discuss the resolution
which is to go forward to the National AGM in Cardiff.
Visitors and new members are welcome to join us in the
Lower Town Hall at 7pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.

Prudence Chard 642903

Charlbury Refugee Action Group
The Refugee Family Reunion Bill passed its second reading in
March. If it becomes law, the Bill would allow refugees who
have been granted status in the UK to bring in relatives who
are not allowed in at the moment, including elderly parents,
and the parents of child refugees. We believe that preventing
parents from joining their refugee children here is cruel and
unnecessary. Thanks to all who aked their MP to support the
Bill. We urged our local MP, Robert Courts, to attend and vote

for the Bill, but he had a prior engagement. We have asked him
to support the Bill in its later stages. 

In April, we discussed the implications of the new data
protection requirements (for more information, contact us)
and Gene Cooke’s South-east Asian Feast was a very popular
fundraiser. We hope to run our regular Art Café in St Mary’s
Church, Charlbury, on Bank Holiday Monday, 7 May during
ArtWeek.To learn more about this and other CRAG activities
visit www.charlbury.info/community/88, or email
charlburyrefugee@gmail.com

Ramblers through the back gate
We were lucky
that our walk was
fixed for the only
dry day over
Easter. But as
everywhere was
so wet underfoot,
we changed our
plans and went to
Blenheim Park
instead of some-
where more rural
and muddy. There
is a gate into the ‘back’ of the park near Combe and we were
amazed to find our usual parking place in the lane packed with
cars. It turned out that the whole world had decided to walk
in Blenheim on Easter Sunday complete with children and
dogs! But it’s a large park and we soon spread out. Two of our
members are new to the area so we enjoyed showing them
the beautiful lake and ancient trees, not to mention the nice
tarmac tracks. 

We meet on the first Sunday of every month in the New
Street car park at 2pm. Then we get into two or three cars
and make for the start of the walk – a different one each
month, at quite a leisurely pace and lasting about two hours.
New members are very welcome. Details from Heather
Leonard 643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk or
alternatively email me via jennyharrington@btinternet.com

Jenny Harrington 

Railway Club off to Wales
On 3 April, we welcomed Frank Banfield with more of his
Heritage Transport Films – nostalgic footage all filmed in the
1940s, just right for Railway buffs of a certain age! We had a
full house, members and visitors. Beginning with a wry look at
a propaganda cartoon, warning us to Keep Mum. Beware of
more or less everyone! We then had a short film of a journey
on the Scottish Express, from London to Edinburgh in 1942.
Passengers both private individuals and military personnel. A
crowded platform; luggage piled high, included kit bags and a
packed train. Of great interest was a Canadian film, which
began with harvesting on the Saskatchewan prairies then
followed a group of soldiers to England and eventually to the
D-Day landings. On 1 May new speaker, David Aldred’s subject
will be The Lost Railway Lines of Gloucestershire. Local
interest, all good stuff! We now have a full coach for the spring
outing on 13 May to the Welsh Vale of Rheidol Railway in
Aberystwyth and. It will be a long day, members and friends
please note the early start, 7.30am. A date for your diary! We
will be well represented at the Clubs and Organisations Day

Robin Knox-Johnston, winning the 1968/9 race – he then
donated his prize money to Donald Crowhurst's widow
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at the Town Hall on Saturday 2 June. Do come along and find
out what we are all about and why we are so popular! 

Estelle Brain 641586

Many special interests at U3A
In April, we heard from Michael Bunston about the Wonders
of Tea. His 40+ years in the tea industry gave us insights into
how tea is made, different types, processes (including
decaffeination), and included a tea-tasting session. At May’s
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 2nd 2.30pm our guest speaker
will be author Martin Lloyd, who will talk about Passports,
Traitors, Assassins and Spies. Further talks will include topics
as diverse as Morris Dancing, Music for Shakespeare at the
RSC, Oscar Wilde, and Garden Photography.

But The University of the Third Age  is more than just
monthly meetings: there are 15 Special Interest Groups with
activities and trips during the summer. For example our
Architecture Group will be visiting Sulgrave Manor in
September. We welcome new members, so why not come
along to one of our meetings (2.30pm in Methodist Hall on
the first Wednesday of the month), visit
www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, or call 646578.

Martin Davies

NOOG visits Southill Solar
Our April visit to
Batsford Arboretum,
although somewhat
damp, was delightful.
Sue Burn’s informal, yet
highly informative tour
drew on her decades
of knowledge of the
site, spanning the
history of the
arboretum to its latest
plans. Definite incentive to visit again as the seasons change.
On Wednesday 2 May, there’s a chance to visit the new
community-owned Southill Solar farm at Charlbury, where 20
acres are devoted to solar panels and a further 25 acres are
being planted as an orchard, wildflower meadow and mixed
hedgerow to ensure that plant life, bees and butterflies
flourish. A programme change for Wednesday 6 June: we’ll be
visiting family-owned Forge Farm near Cropredy, growing
vegetables in the old-fashioned way on organic principles. The
visits start at 7pm and shared transport can be arranged. For
any enquiries about N Oxon Organic Gardeners, please
contact Tracy Lean tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710,
www.noog.org.uk.

Amnesty hear founder’s story
Some members attended the talk Modern Prophets by Prof
Tom Buchanan at in Charlbury. The talk was about Peter
Benenson, the British lawyer who founded Amnesty
International in July 1961 following an overwhelming response
to his Observer article two months earlier entitled The
Forgotten Prisoners. In it he asked readers to write in support
Portuguese students imprisoned for non-violent protest
against their country’s authoritarian regime. Benenson
inspired people by the power of example and was unique in
aiming to help Prisoners of Conscience regardless of religion
or politics. He felt strongly about the effects of letter writing

to these prisoners and this became the face of Amnesty
International’s activism, and it remains so today. The excellent
talk confirmed our belief in the help and hope achieved by our
letter-writing campaigns. Our next meeting is at 7.30pm on
Thursday 10 May in the Lower Town Hall. Chipping Norton.
All are welcome; no fee. For details call Val on 645036.

Kaye Freeman
New year for Chipping Norton Probus

New President, Roger
Wilkin, members and
guests celebrated the start
of the Club’s new year with
an excellent lunch at The
Wychwood Golf Club,
provided by Events
Manager, Rob and his team.
The toast to Probus was
given by long serving

member, Alan Stewart, and the toast to The Ladies by a past
President, James Walmsley. The President’s address had a
musical theme revealing a hidden talent! Roger entertained
everyone with his guitar-playing (see picture), opening with a
rendition of Stormy Weather … most appropriate for the
weather on the day! A really entertaining and enjoyable item.

As well as social events, members are now looking
forward to a well planned programme of talks across a wide
spectrum of topics at monthly meetings, held at The Crown &
Cushion Hotel. Guests are always welcome, so please call
Membership Secretary, David Hearnshaw on 643374 or visit
www.ChippingNortonProbus.com for more information. 

Martin Williams

CLUB NEWS

Wildflowers at Southill Solar farm
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UKIP Corner
First an apology. Unfortunately, for personal reasons, I am
unable to stand in the Elections in May. To those who have
supported me over the years, I am not going to suggest where
to place your mark on the Ballot Paper, but, if you vote, decide
on the merits of the Candidate. Local members should have
received an invitation to the County EGM on 2 May. Please
bring your membership card to prove you are entitled to vote
at this important meeting. The demise of UKIP has been
forecast frequently and this was a real possibility a few
months ago, but thanks to the generosity of members and
donors, we are debt free with a positive bank balance. Every
day I get notifications of new members and former members
rejoining. I am always happy to chat about politics and Brexit.
Stop me in the street if you see me in town. Written queries
to UKIP.ChippingNorton@Gmail.com Please remember to
vote on 3 May. For Democracy to work, we all must take part! 

Jim Stanley

WOWI take to the Lifeboats!
WOWI had an excellent AGM in March with a great turnout.
A new President, Betty Griffiths and committee were elected
and we said goodbye to our advisor as she leaves for
retirement in Dorset. Members then enjoyed a social evening
with cheese and wine or cake and tea! In April Jodie Nolan
will describe Life in the West End and do some singing with
us! If the summer ever arrives I'm sure many of us will be
heading for the coast and May's meeting is about the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution and its vital work to keep our
coastline safe. We meet every third Monday of the month at

7.30pm in St Mary's Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton. Do
come and join us. For more information please call 

Hilary Dix 646228
Green Gym at Highlands

Every so often we go to
Highlands Day Centre in
Chippy to tidy up the far
end of the garden. The
lawn next to the house
pictured here, was
resplendent with crocuses
but the far end is wilder
and needs attention
sometimes. So there we
were in lovely sunshine –
no rain that day! As usual
the staff gave us tea and

cakes which went down a treat! At other sites we provide our
own refreshment – and sometimes fight off the rain! This
month they have included the William Fowler Wood (beyond
the allotments), the Fitzalan Triangle (by Travis Perkins),
Hawkyard Common (opposite Fitzalan), St Mary’s School and
CN Health Centre. A few of us also went to tidy up Hook
Norton Cemetery.

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and
welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there
are jobs for all! Lifts may be available and there is no joining
fee. Come and enjoy working outdoors in good company.  For
more information please visit www.chippygreengym.org or
email jennyharrington@btinternet.com 

Jenny Harrington 643269
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Chipping Norton School
Battle of the Bands 2018: Battle of the Bands is always a

highlight of the
school year. The
range of musical
styles was
impressive with
the audience
enjoying covers
of music by
artists as varied
as Frank Sinatra
to rock band
Mudhoney, while
one band An
Encounter per-
formed their own
song What the
painter saw. All
the bands

performed brilliantly and the judges, Mrs Faulkner, Mrs
Jackson and Hugh Phillimore (founder of Cornbury Music
Festival), had an unenviable task. After lengthy deliberation,
during which the Staff Band entertained everyone with a lively
rendition of Crocodile Rock, the judges announced that
MARG(e) were the winners. Band members Mark Estupa,
Alfred Tuckwell, Rory Mitchinson and George Osborne
(pictured here) won the fantastic opportunity to perform at
Cornbury Music Festival in the summer.

Thank you to the Concert Band for their fabulous
performances, MCs JJ Simpson, Georgina Housby and Tamzin
Lawrence, who did a brilliant job hosting the evening and the
Performing Arts students for their valuable work managing
the sound, lighting and staging.

Year 10 Citizenship Day: Year 10 students enjoyed a series
of talks and activities designed to better prepare them for life
after school. Oxford Friend, a charity which helps people of
all ages work through their issues, talked to students about
LGBTQ+ issues. There was also a talk on meditation to help
students cope with exam stress and anxiety. For the second
half of the day the Year 10s were introduced to a ‘Human
Library’ – a collection of eighteen businessmen and
businesswomen from around the county representing a range
of careers. The students were able to gain an insight into their
careers by asking lots of important questions. 

Sports news: Congratulations to our U13 Rugby team on
their victory in the Sibford 7s Cup competition. Some
fantastic performances along the way meant they became only
the second CNS team to win the prestigious cup competition
with victories over Royal Latin, Langtree, Oxford Spires,
Cotswold, Cheltenham Bournside and Burford in the final. The
boys will now go on to represent Oxfordshire in another 7s

tournament at Franklin’s Gardens (the home of Northampton
Saints RFC). The stadium has a 15,000 seat capacity and will

be a fantastic opportunity to showcase their ability and
potential in front of the Club’s talent spotters. 

CNPS news: It was a pleasure for our Year 12s to host the
Year 1 Dance Festival at Chipping Norton School supported

by Mrs Du Crôs and Mrs Fisher. The Year 12s worked with
groups of pupils teaching them small dance sequences and
steps. It is lovely for the very young primary pupils to have the
opportunity to come to the School and our Year 12s benefit
so much from the experience of teaching, extending both
their confidence and leadership skills. 

Over the last two weeks of Term 4 we invited
approximately 500 Year 3 & 4 pupils from our partnership
primary schools to take part in the Schoolympics. This is run by
Year 12 Sports Leaders with the ethos that everyone works
together, making new friends and trying to do their very best.
CNS Sports Leaders work hard devising activities at a level to
suit the age range and making sure everyone is involved.

Dr Hagan
and Ms Eakins
welcomed aspir-
ing Year 4 & 5
scientists to the
School for a
workshop based
on electricity.
The pupils were
able to build
circuits using
energy from
fruit and
vegetables and the highlight was hearing the potato sing! The
pupils were so enthusiastic and really worked hard, discussing
their experiments and learning about why and how electricity
works. 
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St Mary’s Primary 
Easter Labyrinth: Tyms Dang & Grace Harrison report: All the

children went to St Mary’s Church to visit the Easter
Labyrinth. We were split into groups and went to five amazing
sections around the church. I loved the bit when the judge
was deciding if Jesus or Barabbas would get a punishment. I
also found the Garden of Gethsemane was really peaceful. 

Sports Relief: Thomas Corbett
reports: The School Council
organised a whole of week of
activities which included a film night,
one mile walk, cake sale and sports
dress up. The film was Captain
Underpants and we had a drink and
popcorn. Donations were received
for our snack bar on Tuesday and
everyone took part in a sponsored
walk around the field six times!
Friday finished the events with a
Sports Dress Up Day and a Cake
Sale at the end of the day. Money is

still coming in so we will announce our total after Easter.

Music Festival: Luke Crutch reports: Once a year there is a
Music Festival at Chipping Norton Town Hall and I have been
twice to recite poetry and each time I have enjoyed it so

much. Everyone there is really nice but I was still nervous. I
stood up in front of people I had never met before, but as
soon as I got up there I loved it. I loved listening to other
people’s poems. I did Gran can you rap? this year and last year
I did Ghost on the wind. The event is for Year 1 & 2 and key
Stage 2 children. We all got certificates telling us how we did.
I was so happy when I got mine because the judges said that
I did well and we all went back to school late for lunch.

Schoolympics: Amber Margesson-Hills reports: Years 2 & 3
went to Chipping Norton School and took part in the
Schoolympics. Some people were a little bit nervous but all
went and had fun. We were put into countries and played lots
of games like speed bounce and long jump. We also did some
javelin. Team Denmark won overall but even those that were
in last place should still be happy with themselves. It was my
last Olympics but I’m sure I will always remember it.

K J Millard Ltd

for a
Fast, Friendly Efficient

Service!
All Sizes of Skips delivered

where you want, when you want.
Environmentally friendly, family run business

committed to recycling. 
Established 30 years.
Competitive prices.

Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip
with

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Holy Trinity Primary 
Bedtime story: As part of their Teddy Topic, Year 1 had a
Bedtime Story Hour in school. The children were invited back
to school at 6pm in their pyjamas, slippers and with a
favourite book, cuddled up with their teddies and listened to
a bedtime story read by the Year 1 staff, and then shared with

their parents. There was a soothing cup of hot chocolate and
a calming atmosphere. It was an informal opportunity for
parents to share a story or two and explore the classroom
space with their children.

Schoolympics: Years 2 & 3 took part in the Schoolympics
event organised by Chipping Norton School Sports Leaders,
who were outstanding, as usual. The children all competed in
fun games with other local schools. Several of our children
were awarded a special certificate and medals. Well done to
Germany, who won the overall event.

Gymnastics: Our Key Stage 1 Gym Club went to Carterton
for the West Oxfordshire Gymnastics Competition and did
amazingly well. Well done to everybody. 

Dance Festival:
Our Year 1 children
attended the
Partnership Dance
Festival at the
Leisure Centre led
by Chipping
Norton School
Sports Leaders.
They joined other

Year 1 classes from the Partnership and learnt four dance
routines based on the book, Commotion in the Ocean with
movements that were fish and under water orientated. 

Good Shepherd: Thanks to the PTA for donating so many
Easter eggs for our annual Easter Egg Raffle, which meant we
could send all the donations received from the Raffle to the
Good Shepherd charity. 

Sports Workshop: Reception class were lucky enough to
have a sports workshop run by students from Moreton
Morrell College. A carousel of different activities was lots of
fun! Followed by some team games – it was all very exciting!
A big thank you to Becky Brannigan and all of her students for
such a great afternoon!

St Patrick’s Day Assembly: St Patrick’s class invited their
parents to a thought-provoking assembly to celebrate St
Patrick’s Day. They performed a play depicting the life of St
Patrick and explained the customs associated with the day.

Cheerleading: For Sports Relief this year, a coach from a
Surrey Cheerleading squad spent the day in school and taught

all the Year Groups some skills, and a mini routine. The
children thoroughly enjoyed the activity and really had to
trust each other to achieve some of the moves!

Easter Labyrinth: Years 3-6 had a very interesting and
inspiring trip to
the Easter
Labyrinth at St
Mary’s Church.
They were
taken through
the events of
Holy Week
with wonderful
sets and props,
allowing the
children to
become really
immersed in the events, and consider how Jesus, his followers
and the crowds must have acted and felt. 

Charity fundraising: On Sunday 25 March staff took part in
the OX5 5-mile run at Blenheim to raise money for Oxford
Children’s Hospitals. This was in support of a child in Year 2
and her family who had good cause to support this worthy
charity. Then on 29 March the children came into school in
sports gear and crazy hair and ran a mile to show their
support too. The generosity of staff, family and friends and the
donations made by parents was phenomenal and we have
raised a stunning £1800 so far.

Building site visits: Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 went on their post-

poned visits to the building site next to the School. The
weather was wonderful on the day, although wellies were still
needed, as it was muddy. Thank you to McCarthy & Stone for
the great goodie bags.
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Middle Barton Primary 
Middle Barton School marked the end of the spring term with
a wonderful Easter assembly which was enjoyed by parents,

governors and members of the community. It was an
opportunity for children to celebrate this occasion and
display an array of talent. Each class presented something they
had prepared including songs, poems, prayers and art work. It
was lovely to see such an assortment of creations across the
School. Following the assembly, an exciting Easter egg hunt
took place in the school grounds which was organised and led
by a group of Year 6 pupils. All the children had great fun and
enjoyed a chocolatey treat at the end! It was a great way to
finish the term. 

Our annual ‘Singup’ event run by our Year 6 pupils took
place last month. Children prepared a range of songs and
delivered it to groups of pupils across the school. Each song
was then performed altogether in the hall at the end of the
day. It was lovely to see everyone feeling so happy, enthusiastic
and positive – a great way to bring the whole school together.
Singing plays an important part in our school and is enjoyed
by everyone, particularly in events like this. 

Bledington Primary 
We held an afternoon of
activities to celebrate the
opening of the new Pod building.
This streamline building is a
fabulous new asset to the School
and provides a spacious, bright,
well-insulated, modern
environment for EYFS and KS1 to
work and learn in. The ribbon
was cut by Mrs Alison Gainford,
the longest serving member of
staff, and Edison, the youngest
pupil at the School. Guests, parents and friends were then
invited to tour the premises. They were able to experience
the new environment and sample a delicious buffet provided
by the Cenizal family. 

All pupils took part in an extended Easter egg hunt and
then gathered in the hall for the results of the Easter Garden
in a Box competition. These fantastic creations were displayed
around the hall for everyone to admire and were judged by
Dr & Mrs Gilmour who are Voluntary Reading Helpers at the
school. Louis, Leo and Timmy won first prizes for creativity,
composition and use of materials.

The BSA drew the results of their 100 Club and also the
winning tickets for the ever popular raffle which has raised
approximately £1500 for BSA funds – a wonderful result!

Please do make an appointment to come and visit our
school and find out what we can offer.

Kingham Primary 
This term pupils at the
School have taken part in a
number of sporting events:
On Wednesday 21 March a
group of talented gymnasts
(pictured) took part in the
West Oxfordshire Key
Steps Gymnastics com-
petition. They vaulted and
tumbled their way to some
personal best per-
formances and should be
very proud of their efforts.
The Year 1/2 team finished 7th, whilst the Year 3/4 team and
Year 5/6 team both finished 4th – so close! On  Tuesday 27
March seven girls from Years 5 & 6 attended Oxfordshire
Cross Country games. The course covered over 2 kilometres
and involved a lot of mud! Congratulations to all the girls who
were placed in the top 80, with a special well done to Molly
who finished 12th. Wednesday 28 March Years 2 and 3 went to
Chipping Norton for Schoolympics. Everyone enjoyed
working with others from our Partnership schools as part of
a new team, in which they represented a country. It was clear
that they enjoyed the afternoon, where great sportsmanship
and fantastic enthusiasm was shown by all! We even had some
individual winners: Celia, Lola, Freddie and Ted. 

Great Rollright Primary 
There’s a new
pub popping up
in our village this
month and it’s all
thanks to our
dedicated fund-
raising group, the
Friends of Great
Rollright Primary
School. It’s open
one night only,
Saturday 19 May
from 7.30pm, at
the village hall,
and will feature
music by local

folk and blues favourite Barney Newman. 
Our families will be in a mood to celebrate, as many of

them, parents and children, will have completed the Friends’
annual five-mile sponsored walk at Blenheim Palace the
Sunday before. 

In the past 12 months our talented fundraisers have
contributed over £17,000 to the School — amazing for a
school with only about 60 families. Thanks to the Friends our
children have new iPads to use, a refurbished hall, better and
cheaper school trips, free music lessons in Years 5-6 . . . the list
goes on, and we couldn’t be more grateful. 

Their commitment is just part of what makes our school
community unusually strong, close and nurturing. Parents and
carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all that we offer
— including a free bus to Chipping Norton. Please make an
appointment by calling 01608 737202.
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Acorns Primary 
Hola Mexico: Despite it
not being holiday season
in Long Compton,
children at the School
still felt the spirit of their
new topic – Hola Mexico.
Class 3 made delicious
Mexican style cocktails,
Day of the Dead masks
and then choreographed

traditional Mexican dances. Before designing and making their
masks, children researched the ‘Dia de los Muertos’ festival
when Mexicans pray that their loved ones can pass into the
afterlife. The celebration is a 3-day event which includes
flowers, food, candles, parades and fun! The children made
colourful and arty masks which they were very proud of.
Next, they split into three groups to create different cocktails:
Mexican Style Hot Chocolate,  Agua Fresca and Strawberry
Margarita. The finale event brought together all the fun and
excitement of the masks, the cocktails and the Mexican Hat
Dance. Class 3 partnered up in pairs of different genders and
then Mrs Young taught them some basic tap dance moves with
the help of an online video.

Chadlington Primary 
In mid-March, students from Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 headed to
Pineapple Dance Studios for a Lion King workshop. Guided by
fantastic teachers every single student was leaping like a
gazelle, springing forth like a zebra, fluttering like flamingos,
and rampaging like wildebeest, whilst at the same time
perfecting chanting in Zulu and singing The Circle of Life.We
were then joined by the rest of the School to go to the
Lyceum theatre and see the genuine article. 

On 16 March all of the School combined to take part in
the inaugural Chadathon. The children of Chadlington School
taking part took a leaf out of Forrest Gump’s book, and ran,
and ran, and ran, and ran. In the end we had to stop them, with
the grand total amassed by the various groups topping 36
miles. A huge thank you to all parents who came to help, run,
and support – the smiling faces, encouraging chats, energetic
dogs and exuberant cheers helped every single one of the

children around the course and kept them going when on
occasion they started to flag. A whopping total of £1,516 was
raised for the School in the process.

Kingham Hill School
Primary school
guests at Science
Day: Last term, the
School was very
pleased to host an
inspiring Science
Day for 54 local
primary school
children from St
David's C of E
Primary School and Middle Barton Primary School. They
watched a demonstration from Chemistry teacher Mr Petra
who showed them how solid carbon dioxide (dry ice) reacts
with water to create carbon dioxide gas – the result was
plumes of thick white gas bubbling over on to the table. Next,
pupils went into the Veritas laboratories and conducted
experiments of their own, including making paper flying
spinners and measuring the time and distance they travelled
when dropped and learned about lungs and plants and how
they release oxygen. They had the chance to learn from
science teachers and Sixth Form pupils, who shared their
passion for the subject and were on hand to help where
needed. Finally pupils designed a parachute and protection for
an egg to be dropped from the Veritas balcony to see if it
could survive the fall. Pupils set to work making their egg as
air resistant as possible and prepared a presentation about
what they had done and why they thought it would stop the
egg from breaking.

Sibford School
Award winning
author visits:
Sibford School
pupils were joined
by friends from
Sibford Gower
Primary, Great
Rollright Primary
and Shenington
School when they
hosted a visit by

award-winning author, Ross Montgomery. Ross describes
himself as a writer of ‘weird and wonderful books’ and has
written several novels aimed at children aged between eight
and 13 including Alex, the Dog and the Unopenable Door, The
Tornado Chasers and Max and the Millions. He has also, in
collaboration with illustrator David Litchfield, produced
picture books for children aged 3-8 – the latest of which,
Space Tortoise, will be published later this month. Ross gave
two talks: the first to pupils from Early Years though to Year 2
and the second for pupils in Years 3 to 8. He also conducted
two workshop for pupils aged from nine through to 13.
Sibford School Librarian, Frances King, said, ‘I had seen Ross
speak before and knew how engaging he was. He gave the
pupils some excellent advice, including how important reading
is if you want to become a writer. They were all, even the very
youngest, absolutely riveted.’
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Potholes – update from MP

In April, I hosted a Mobile Advice Surgery in Chipping
Norton Co-op (pictured) and spoke to  local residents about
a variety of issues. I host these informal pop-up surgeries
throughout the constituency regularly, but if you would like
to book a meeting with me about a particular issue, please
do contact me at robert@robertcourts.co.uk. Many of you
have contacted me about the condition of roads in West
Oxfordshire, and I am very aware of the damage that has
been done during winter. I have repeatedly pushed for
funding to support local transport infrastructure in West
Oxfordshire, and road repairs are a huge part of that –
especially on more rural roads around Chipping Norton. I
therefore welcomed the Government’s announcement that
local roads badly affected by winter weather will benefit from
a further £100 million to help repair potholes and other
storm damage. This means £1.8 million will be available for
Oxfordshire to repair potholes; when coupled with other
funding announcements, we will have nearly £3 million to fix
our roads. Oxfordshire County Council are working hard,
using this funding to patch areas that need it most, and I
welcome the good work done so far. I know there is more
to do – but this is certainly a large step in the right direction.

Robert Courts MP

Better parking for shoppers
I am sitting in my shop CoCa on West St. The snow has gone
and so it would seem all the shoppers. Serious roadworks
have been on going in Chippy for over five years. I am hanging
on by my fingernails trying to keep my business afloat. But
what really upsets me is watching traffic wardens sent by
WODC from Witney discouraging people from parking on
West St. I have just seen two wardens taking the registrations
of the few cars that are parked and I lose count of the tickets
that are issued. For some reason West Street parking is
limited to half an hour. If someone wants a meal at the Old
Mill, a treatment at Cedar Therapy, lunch at Spice of India, or
visit Mike's News, John King’s shoe repairs, Katharine House,
Helen & Douglas or the fabulous Fine Arts & Antiques Junk
shop (c'est moi) or visit more than one establishment, they
have no chance limited to half an hour. I have protested to
County Council Highways but to no avail. It is said parking is
free in Chippy quoting Albion St and New St car parks. But
this is no good for visitors, because spaces are occupied by

commuters who work in Chippy – you can always get a space
after 5.10pm! I do think Witney have a downer on Chippy for
some reason. Does anyone else think this?

John Cooper
(prompted by opening his Non-Domestic Rates Bill from Witney!)

Watch out – cows out and about!
Now that cows will be out in the fields, just a little warning, for
anyone walking, with or without dogs. In a programme on BBC
TV last year, they used a hand-held radar gun to measure
various speeds. Usain Bolt was clocked at 28mph peak, and
could average 23mph. Cows can run at 21mph but the average
adult runs only at 12-14mph. Children less. Generally cows are
no problem, but always treat them with caution, especially if
they have a new calf. You may not be able to out-run them if
they don't like the cut of your jib. It goes without saying, do
please pick-up after your dog. Dog poo can be fatal to cows; the
'nasties' it might contain can cause pregnant cows to abort.

Paul Burbidge

Budgie on the run
There was a domestic budgie in the
garden of Churchill Place today (end of
March). Despite several attempts to catch
the bird, it flew across Churchill Road
and into the neighbouring gardens out of
sight. Could people please keep a look
out for the budgie and catch it safely in
order to get him checked over by a vet
and hopefully returned to its owner. 

Ruth O’Brien 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those
of the Team.
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More Russian spy connections
‘She didn’t even take her fur coat’! In the
March edition Patrick White wrote about
his friendship with the Beurton German-
Jewish family in Great Rollright, and he
spoke of the connection between Ursula
Beurton (aka Kuczynski) and Dr Fuchs, a
Russian spy working as an atomic scientist
at Harwell. My father was also a scientist at
Harwell, as was an Italian physicist Bruno
Pontecorvo (pictured). The two families,
Fuchs and Pontecorvos, were our near neighbours on the
‘Harwell estate’ in Abingdon. Quite suddenly, the Pontecorvos,
with their three good looking sons, did a moonlight flit.
Abingdon teenage girls were sad but my mother’s main
amazement was that Mrs Pontecorvo didn’t even take her fur
coat! Since they were bound for Moscow the furs could have
been useful. Klaus Fuchs confessed that he was a spy in 1950
so the defection of the Beurtons in Great Rollright and the
Pontecorvos in Abingdon makes sense to me now. Dr Fuchs
was sentenced to 14 years imprisonment, released after 9
years, emigrated to East Germany and became Director of the
Institute for Nuclear Research. All this seems a long time ago
and feels like a John le Carré novel; but, current politics brings
it alive. Is spying now called intelligence? 

Heather Leonard

Footpath needs sorting out!
I wonder how many of our Councillors take the time to walk
down the footpath past the Common? (down Worcester
Road). I ask this question for a reason. I have used that path
many times over the past years since my parents and my wife
were laid to rest in the cemetery. The path from start of the
Common all the way to the cemetery is a disgrace – uneven,
narrow, and during the year it's overgrown with nettles and

bushes. The kerbstones are only a few centimetres high. Last
year the gutter was filled with soil and when it's been raining
the water comes over the top with the traffic. I know other
people have complained to me when passing. The whole path
needs sorting out now before it's the same as in previous years. 

Keith Clandfield 

What use a new Link Road?
I see that the Eastern Link Road has now had further approval.
I wonder what traffic using it to go towards Evesham from
Oxford and Banbury is expected to do on reaching the Burford
Road near Greystones? Turn right to the A44 in the town centre
past the ACE Centre & Sainsbury’s, turn left to Burford, or cut
through the smaller roads back to the A44? I imagine there will
be quite a lot of it, including heavy lorries. Does someone know?

Peter Johnson
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Go green with Chippy’s Community Car
Have you thought about helping the environment with greener transport? Local Green councillor
and enthusiast Richard Averill reports on progress with a local car-sharing scheme in Chippy, all

part of local group Transition Chipping Norton working with Hook Norton Low Carbon. 

Chipping Norton’s very own ‘community-use’ car
has now been operating for more than three years

and the number of
journeys made by local people
has grown steadily during that
time. The existing scheme
provides an eco-friendly car to
help lower the Town’s carbon
footprint and reduce the number
of cars parked on the streets. For
the members of the Club, the car
can be booked online and
collected at any time day or night
so is ideal for people who have
an occasional need for a vehicle
but want to avoid the cost of
buying one. The cost for shorter
journeys is low, compared to commercial car hire, and the £5

monthly subscription and hourly and mileage charges
cover insurance, fuel and breakdown cover. 

The existing Chippy VW Polo car is based at
the Midcounties Co-operative Foodstore off the

High Street in Chipping Norton and runs largely on
biodiesel made from waste oil such as used cooking oil. It is
currently run by Hook Norton Low Carbon (HNLC) along
with two other diesel cars and an electric car based in Hook
Norton. The plan is for the car in the Town to be managed by

Transition Chipping Norton (TCN), an
organisation with similar aims to non-profit

HNLC. With
increasing membership in a town
the size of Chipping Norton it
should be possible over time to
add to the number of vehicles
available by adding all-electric
vehicles to the car pool. Even at
present all members have access
to any of the cars
including the larger
Skoda Octavia estate
car and the Renault Zoe electric
car based in Hook Norton.

Details of the many shared
transport initiates throughout

the country can be found from our umbrella organisation
Carplus Bikeplus. Further details of the local car sharing, or
indeed any of the  carbon reduction and renewable energy

initiatives offered locally, can be found at the website
https://www.hn-lc.org.uk . Or if you want to learn more

about the car club and live in Chipping
Norton call Richard Averill on 01608 643635.
For those based in Hook Norton call David
Newton on 07535 345885. We would like to hear
from you.

Richard Averill and Marcus Simmons of Transition Chipping
Norton with Chippy’s Community Car

May (News out Monday 30 April)
1st Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p26
2nd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27

North Oxon Organic Gardeners - see p27
3rd District Elections Candidates’ profiles - see p2
5-13 N Oxon ARTWEEKS - see p21-22
6th MayFest & Dog Show from noon - Over Norton Village

Hall - see advert p5
Rambling Club 2pm - meet New St Car Park see p26

7th Teas on the Green 2-4pm in Churchill - see p12
9th 729 Club 7-9am Blue Boar - see p6

Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Christian Aid
CNWI 7pm Lower Town Hall - see p26

10th Amnesty 7.30 LowerTown Hall - see p27
11th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35
12th Chipping Norton Choral Society Concert  see p23

Limehouse Golem in Churchill details - p12
13th Blossom Day  12-3 at the Community Orchard - see p11
14th Folk Club 7.45pm Artyard Café, Enstone - see p25

History Society 7.30 Methodist Hall see p24
16th Hospital League of Friends AGM 7.30 Methodist Hall

further information p8
17th Over Norton WI 7.45 Village Hall - see p25

Green Drinks 8pm Blue Boar - see p7

19th Farmer’s Market 8.30am-1.30pm
21st West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p28

Amateur Astronomy Group Dr Mike Leggett - Medieval
Astronomy 7.30 Methodist Hall

22nd Lawrence Home Nursing Team AGM 7.30pm
Town Hall - see p14

26th Society of Recorder Players 2.30-5pm in Sandford
St Martin Parish Hall. Call 683550 for details

June (News out Tuesday 29 May)
2nd Town Organisations Day 9.30am-6pm Town Hall -

further information on p2
The Fibrefestival 10am-4pm Middle Row - see p23
Chadlington Beer Festival noon-11pm see p13

3rd Rambling Club 2pm - meet New St Car Park see p26
5th Railway Club Jim Porlock - Switzerland Miscellany 7.30

Lwr Town Hall - see p26
5-7 Bledington Music Festival - see p23
6th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27

North Oxon Organic Gardeners - see p27
9th Charity Swim-a-Fun 8.30am-noon Leisure Centre pool -

see p16
Flower Demonstration by Beverley Short 2pm St
Mary’s Church (Chipping Norton Flower Club with Friends of
St Mary’s Church) see p10


