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It was back to school for everyone in September – 

with Chipping Norton School staff and students 

celebrating excellent A level and GCSE results. Hard 

work, by everyone at our (now rated ‘good’) 

community comprehensive school,  is paying off. And 

some more positive news saw a large Year 7 intake of 

180 plus nearly 90 joined the growing sixth form – 

rated ‘outstanding’ in the recent Ofsted inspection. 

New Head Barry Doherty has taken over from Simon 

Duffy, and is getting to know both Chippy’s school and 

town. In a full first interview he tells the News about 

his positive first impressions, his focus on building 

‘character’ in the students, and making sure there is 

‘no time wasted’ in everyone’s important school 

years. Lots more on page 2 – including details of Open 

Evenings for anyone interested. 
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News & Features in this issue:  
• Local Plan ready to fend off speculators 

• Town Council to help fund HGV ban 

• Consultation next for 20 mph limits 

• Doggy paddle rules at The Lido 

• Chippy’s first Jobs Fair 

• Stage romances lead to Panto Babies 

• Date for Town Hall disco 

• When Romans roamed in Chipping Norton 

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools & 
Letters – Readers respond to Town Centre issues 

School welcomes new Head 
after excellent exam results

marches on

September sunshine brings out the 
crowds at Chippy’s traditional Mop Fair



       Students excel at GCSEs 
After very good A level results, Chippy students celebrated excellent GCSE results, 

with a quarter hitting top grades (9-7 or A-A*), beating the national average again. 75% 

hit grades 9-4 – more than the 71% national average.  Retiring Headteacher Simon 

Duffy said, ‘Following outstanding results last year, we are delighted with the 2018 

GCSE results – in line with our aspirational targets. Although the new 9-1 grades make 

comparison difficult, we know progress is very strong.  The overall 9-4 % is very good 

as is the proportion of top grades (9-7). Thanks to both students and staff for all their 

hard work.’ Some exceptional subject results included Geography where 50% achieved 

grades 9-7 and almost 90% grades 9-4, placing these results in the top 5% nationally. In 

Maths, over a third achieved top grades 9-7 and in the top 5% nationally. In English 76% 

had grades 9-4 (national average 70.2%). In History, 40% achieved top grades 9-7. 22% 

of the whole cohort celebrated five or more 9-7 (A*-A) grades. Especially high 

performing students include Thomas Alarcon, Reuben Beck, Alexander Blackmore Sly, Maddy Fisher, Megan Hayes, Oscar 

Hlustik, Retu Rafiq, Harry Smart, Jacy Taylor and Felix Wigzell between them achieving an amazing 61 top Grades 8 and 9. 
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Arriving for a fresh challenge 
We met Barry in his office in only the 

second week of his new Headship – looking 

relaxed and full of positive ideas about his 

new school. He comes to Chippy after 7 

years as successful head of Colmers School 

& Sixth Form College – a city 

comprehensive in a challenging part of 

Birmingham. But he knows our area – having 

previously been deputy head and acting 

head at Chenderit comprehensive near 

Banbury, and he’s lived over 13 years near 

Stratford upon Avon with his wife and three 

children – all at local schools.  He told us 7 

years in a first headship was ‘about right’– so 

he saw Chipping Norton as a terrific fresh 

challenge, a community comprehensive with 

great potential in a growing town.  

First impressions – ‘confident and focused’ 
On his first visit Barry clearly picked up positive vibes at 

Chippy School – ‘a sense of wellbeing, warm, purposeful, and 

focused’. He was shown round by students and met many 

more, and was particularly taken with their ‘confidence, 

articulateness, willingness to talk and ask questions’.  Barry is 

also getting to know his large team of staff, and finding out 

their views on future priorities. The School has gone through 

a number of recent challenges – including a difficult period 

with Ofsted, but is now rated ‘good’ with an ‘outstanding’ sixth 

form. The Town seems to have kept faith with the School – the 

new Year 7 intake of 180 this year is high, and nearly 90 joined 

the sixth form, including intake from Banbury, Bloxham and 

elsewhere. Barry says this is viable but would like to see at 

least 100 -110 in both sixth form years to make it even better. 

Several challenges ahead 
Barry, whilst still in ‘listening and learning’ mode, was ready 

to tell us some key themes to work on – many in line with 

national education challenges. First, with both GCSEs and A 

levels getting tougher, more focused on knowledge as well as 

skills, it is critical that students in the early 

years (Key Stage 3) make the best use of 

their time at the School. One of Barry’s 

constant themes is ‘not a moment wasted’ 

for both students and staff. For students 

this means fewer distractions and every 

minute of every day being purposeful and 

meaningful. Barry believes poor behaviour 

and under achievement are symptoms of 

important underlying issues, and wants to 

ensure parents and staff are working 

together to address the cause and not the 

symptoms. He also thinks teachers’ time 

needs to be more flexible with a greater 

proportion of their available time invested 

in how they plan lessons and 

learning,using past assessment to inform 

future planning.  

Finding ‘character’ and balance 
Barry believes strongly in developing students’ ‘character’ and 

leadership attributes – starting at Chippy ‘with knowing what 

our pupils are really like’. This influences where he spends his 

own time. He still teaches history – with a ‘passion’ for his 

own subject which he wants every teacher to have about 

theirs. He is also co-running a tutor group, and wants to get 

to know all the faces in the School. One ‘to do’ is to get to 

meet more people in the Town, to see how the School 

connects with its local community. All this sounds like hard 

work, but throughout our meeting, Barry kept coming back to 

his personal philosophy of finding time away from work, with 

family in particular, including carving out time for family and 

social events – so trips to the pantomime, Chippy Mop and 

Christmas shopping could be on the agenda this term! For his 

time at school, Barry wants to be judged by seeing the 

School’s ‘happiness and safety’ strengthened – together with 

its deep affection for learning and, of course, ‘no time wasted’. 

Potential new parents & students can learn more at an open evening 
on 4 October, and a sixth form open evening on 15 November – see 
p29 for details. More at www.chipping-norton.oxon.sch.uk 

Top School – a new year and new Head 
Chipping Norton School, the Town’s thriving community comprehensive, was back in action for a new 

year and the News Team’s Keith Ruddle went to meet new Head Teacher Barry Doherty  
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Brexit: People’s Vote? 
The summer saw national opinion polls register an increase in 

support to give the public another say on Brexit, once any final 

deal is revealed. Local campaigners are pictured on Chipping 

Norton Town Hall steps on 22 September, supporting the 

national movement for a People’s Vote and getting a petition 

signed. One of the organisers Diana Hughes told the News that 

many people were concerned about the Brexit process and 

that People’s Vote supporters will be joining a ‘March for the 

Future’ in London on 20 October (details www.Peoples-

vote.uk/March). UKIP’s County Chairman Jim Stanley, heard 

about this and wrote to the News saying, ‘Surely we had the 

People’s Vote 2 years ago? David Cameron told us that the 

decision we made set our nation’s position for generations.’ 

He said this call for what was effectively a second referendum 

was ‘an attempt by the Remain side to overturn the result’. But 

he is willing to join an open local debate on the issues. (See 

UKIP Corner p27). 

This month Chippy households have also been sent 

official reminders by West Oxfordshire to check whether 

everyone eligible over 18 is registered to vote. Each voter is 

now responsible for ensuring they are on the register – it 

does not happened automatically, and being omitted can affect 

things like your personal credit scores. If you think you are 

not registered to vote, visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. 

Local Plan to stop speculators 
At last! West Oxfordshire District Councillors, at a special full 

Council meeting on 27 September, were expected – after 

years of delay – to finally adopt the Local Plan covering 

developments in the District up to 2031. The Inspector's 

report, now public, said that the latest Plan, with final 

modifications, was acceptable. The plan sets out how the 

District can meet its housing target of 15,950 new homes 

between 2011 and 2031, whilst protecting against speculative 

and inappropriate developments. The final version of the Plan 

was submitted in March 2017 after the Inspector had, in 2015, 

suspended the process after raising concerns about the 

previous lower target of 10,500 homes. 

For Chipping Norton, the adopted Plan includes the 

allocation of land beyond Tank Farm for around 1200 new 

homes – along with plans for an ‘Eastern Relief Road’ 

alongside the development, which would take traffic from the 

Banbury Road round to the Burford Road. In the last four 

years, uncertainty over the Local Plan, and the lack of a secure 

‘housing supply’, has resulted in speculative proposals for 

development on a range of vacant sites, often currently in 

agricultural use. One example was the refused Sharba homes 

application on land along the Churchill Road overlooking Bliss 

Town centre – where next? 
Last month’s News raised several issues about the future of 

the Town Centre – with shops closing and commercial 

buildings standing empty or being proposed for conversion to 

residential use. This month’s edition has several responses 

from readers with suggestions for action. See letters pages. 

September also saw the first ‘Jobs Fair’ in the Town Hall 

organised by Experience Chipping Norton. A number of local 

employers were there but with low unemployment, there are 

likely to be many more employers, both those already here 

and those thinking of coming here, who will be interested in 

finding talent locally. Chipping Norton must continue to 

attract new employers, with new kinds of skilled jobs. So, ECN 

– who hope to hold another jobs fair next March – will no 

doubt be spreading the word that we have a great place to set 

up a thriving local business in our ‘working Cotswold town’ – 

which of course is also a great place to live.  

Thanks for buying those cakes! 
A big thank you from Chipping Norton’s Cancer Research 

UK’s fundraising team to everyone who visited the CRUK 

Cake Stall at the Co-op on 8 September. The News Team 

called by and found an enthusiastic team of volunteers in the 

middle of a very successful day on the stall. Graham Raven 

told the News that the team (some pictured here) was clearly 

delighted that supporters helped raise an excellent £247 to 

support research in our area. He sends thanks to all the 

volunteer bakers and the Co-op for letting them use their 

community area. The local team would be pleased to hear 

from anyone who would like to know more about CRUK 

fundraising. Contact gillbegnor@live.co.uk or 

g.raven@sky.com. Baking not essential! 

Chipping Norton Town Festival 

is back! 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 30th June 2019 
Further details to follow in the next issue. 

Contact: martjar@hotmail.com 
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Europe. Often this is the only Christmas gift they get so why 

not show a child that someone really cares about them. 

Martin Hannant 

Town’s new play equipment  
Chipping Norton Town Council 

is arranging an information 

display at Glyme Hall, Burford 

Road on Thursday 4 October, 3-

5pm, to show the recreation 

equipment which has been 

chosen for the Cotswold Gate 

site on Burford Road. Please 

come along to this event to have 

a look at the proposed project. 

Town Councillors and the 

supplier will be available to 

answer any questions. 

Vanessa Oliveri – Town Clerk 

Requesting a special prayer 
Q: When is a letterbox not a 

letterbox? 

A: When it’s a Prayer Box. 

Look carefully when you 

next pass the Methodist 

Church in West Street, and 

you will see a small addition, 

on top of the last pillar next 

to the path leading to the 

lower hall. It is Prayer Box. 

Are you anxious? Do you 

have something weighing on 

you that you would like to 

be prayed for? Do you have 

a friend or relative in need 

of prayer? Then write a 

simple request and slip it 

into our Prayer Box and we 

will pray about it for you. 

No need to say who you or they are, though perhaps a 

Christian name would help. Whatever you say will be kept 

confidential within the small team involved. We do however 

reserve the right to reject any obscene or otherwise 

objectionable material. 

But also remember – anyone can pray to the Lord Jesus 

at any time either for themselves or for others. The Prayer 

Box will be emptied at least once a week. 

Rev Stephen Bywater 

Films at Churchill 
The next Screen by the Green movie showing at Churchill 

and Sarsden Village Hall on Saturday 13 October is The 
Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society. Although it has a 

curious title this is a gripping story of one group of people on 

the Channel Island of Guernsey during the German 

occupation in the Second World War. Lily James stars as a 

writer drawn to the island, charmed by its idyllic village life, 

rural tranquillity and wartime stories of compassion. Also 

featuring Tom Courtenay and Penelope Wilton, a finely-

crafted tale of friendship, mystery, romance, all with a love of 

Mill. Owners of other sites have continued to suggest to 

WODC that their land be used for housing. One site, for 

example, is the open land all down the back of the ‘evens’ side 

of The Leys as far as the ISIS factory. The then Chippy Mayor, 

Mike Tysoe, back in September 2017, chaired a meeting (with 

Town Council representatives including the Town Clerk) with 

the landowner’s representative about this. He told the News 
they were all very against a possible development on that site. 

Speculative developers may continue to buy up local land, but 

with an adopted Local Plan in place it will be more difficult for 

additional land to be approved for new development.  

Plots mean prizes! 
At September’s Town Council meeting Mayor Don Davidson 

presented this year’s awards for 2018 William Fowler 

allotments competition. 1st prize of £50 and the cup for the 

best Large Allotment  went to Mr I Terry, with 2nd (£20) Mr M 

Case  and 3rd (£15) Mr D Harvey. Prizes for small allotments 

were 1st (£25) Mrs E Morland, 2nd (£10) Mr Jeffries,            

3rd (£7) Mr J Waterman. 

Shoe Box Appeal 2018 
It’s that time of year again – to get involved in the Christmas 

Shoe Box appeal as part of teams4U. The charity is already 

very well supported by many in Chipping Norton and maybe 

this year you would like take part. It is very simple: you 

choose an empty shoe box and cover it in Christmas 

wrapping paper. First decide whether you want to choose 

small gifts for a girl, boy or family; then choose ages 3–5 years, 

6–11 years, 12+, or home box for a family. Then fill your 

shoebox with small suitable items. Suggestions are given on 

the leaflet, including small toys, cars, yo-yo, a ball, teddy bear, 

etc. Or you could put in educational supplies like pens, 

crayons, paper, etc. Hygiene items are also welcome like soap, 

toothbrush, flannel and so on. Finally, you could put in a hat, 

gloves, scarf, necklace, etc. For sweets and chocolate make 

sure the sell-by/best before date is at least March 2019. Please 

don’t include any items that are war-related, fragile or 

dangerous. Books are unwise as many children cannot read 

English. Please also donate a minimum of £2.50 towards 

delivery. Guidance leaflets from Martin Hannant, 72 Churchill 

Road, (643653, martinhannant@yahoo.com) or from the 

Library and the Methodist Church. Boxes need to be 

returned by Sunday 4 November. Martin will either collect, if 

asked, or they can be dropped at Holy Trinity School during 

school hours or the Methodist Church at a Wednesday coffee 

morning (9.30-11.30am). Last year 19,000 boxes were sent 

from teams4U from the UK to children and families in Eastern 
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literature. All films start at 7.30; tickets £5, pay on the door. 

For more information and to book, ring Jackie on 659903 or 

email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 
Plea for local organ donors 

In September, the NHS launched Organ Donation Week with 

a plea for people in Oxfordshire to sign up on the NHS 

Organ Donor Register. Last year, 57 people in Oxfordshire 

were saved by a donated organ but 27 died waiting for one. 

Valerie Pinfold from Chipping Norton – with her family – are 

again urging people to register, and her story was front page 

news on 6 September in the Banbury Guardian as part of the 

campaign. Valerie was diagnosed with an autoimmune disease 

affecting her liver in 2007 and eventually had a successful liver 

transplant in 2015 – closely followed by a second after the 

first one failed. Her daughter’s dad, earlier in 2011, had a 

kidney transplant donated by his brother. The kidney disease 

he suffered is unfortunately hereditary and Robyn, Leah and 

other family members suffer from it. The News covered the 

family’s story a couple of years back, when Robyn was 

planning a ‘Daring Deed’ challenge depending on how many 

supporters signed the Organ Donor Register. Later in 2017, 

the News covered Valerie’s long-distance walking efforts to 

raise money for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham, 

where she was treated. She walked 1043 miles despite tearing 

her calf muscle and not being able to walk for a month, and 

raised £1305. The family would like many more people to help 

by signing up to the Organ Donor Register. In the UK 6000 

people are waiting for a lifesaving transplant – find out more 

at www.organdonation.nhs.uk.  

Council back A361 HGV ban 
A plan to put an HGV weight limit 

on the A361 through Burford – 

with a potential big impact on 

Chipping Norton, is very close to 

a decision by Oxfordshire County 

Council. Burford Town Council 

took the lead on this over three 

years ago. Then, 12 months ago, 

OCC completed a formal 

consultation and were due to 

produce a recommendation and 

decision but it was delayed 

because of ‘complexities’ and the 

need for some more modelling 

and analysis of traffic impacts. 

Everyone was expecting a report in September but James 

Wright from OCC told the News, ‘there are still a few 

complex issues to be sorted so the report has been delayed 

by hopefully no more than a month. As soon as we have more 

news and a committee date we can let you know.’  

Chipping Norton Town Council has taken a strong 

interest in (and has supported) the Burford proposal. There is 

some evidence that an HGV ban through Burford would 

reduce the amount of heavy traffic using the A361 from 

Burford to Chipping Norton and hence through our town 

centre. The Burford advisers say there could be 50% less 

heavy traffic on the A361 through Chippy, although this exact 

impact is disputed. But this is only the A361:  the heavy traffic 

on the A44 through town (Oxford and  Woodstock to 

Evesham) would not be affected. But, should this ban be 

supported by the County Council, it will set a strong 

precedent for a local town actually getting a ‘result’ to restrict 

inappropriate HGVs through a historic town. That could of 

course help with Chipping Norton and Woodstock getting 

support for an A44 HGV restriction – something that the 

County Council had in their plans some years back but has 

not been implemented.  

Chipping Norton’s Town Council’s Finance Committee has 

recommended that around £15,000 of Chippy’s money (30% of 

Burford’s costs) should be given to Burford as a contribution 

towards the HGV ban. Meanwhile, with the adoption of the 

Local Plan, OCC is likely to want to proceed with the ‘Eastern 

Relief Road’ at Tank Farm which would take some A361 traffic 

away from Chippy’s town centre anyway. Chipping Norton 

Town Council have consistently not supported this idea, and 

still have on their own agenda alternative proposals to explore 

different traffic measures in the town centre including a 

potential one way system (part of a ‘Chippy 2020’ set of ideas 

set out by the previous Mayor a couple of years ago). Traffic 

 CHIPPING NORTON HEALTH CENTRE 

FLU CLINICS 2018 

We are holding open flu clinics at the Health 

Centre for patients who are eligible for their free 

flu vaccination on the following dates: 

Saturday 6th October (nasal flu not available) 
Saturday 13th October (nasal flu available*) 
You do not need to book, just turn up to the open clinic 
between 8.30am and 11.30am. 
You are eligible for a free flu vaccination if 

• you suffer from a long term chronic illness like 

diabetes, asthma, heart disease, kidney disease, or 

• you have had a stroke or have some other 

neurological illness, or 

• you have a suppressed immune system, or 

• you are the main carer for anyone suffering with 

any of the above, or 

• you are over 65 years of age, or 

• you are pregnant, or 

• you have a BMI of 40 or over 
*Children aged two and three are eligible for the nasal flu 

vaccination at the Health Centre. Those aged four or older (after 

31st August) will have the opportunity to have the vaccine at school.  

If you cannot attend any of these clinics, please call 
reception on 01608 642742 to book an appointment. 

Valerie (second from right) campaigning back in 2015 
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www.bananamoon-chippingnorton.co.uk. The nursery was 

registered with Ofsted in June. 

The new nursery is renting the use of the building from 

the private owners who built it originally as a possible 

clubhouse for a returning sports club – but the building had 

remained unused as the owners had not been able to reach 

any agreement with the Football Club. The old football pitch 

itself remains unused – and a recent planning application to 

build a residence on part of the car park was refused by West 

Oxfordshire District Council. The long-term future of the 

football pitch itself remains uncertain.  

Ascott before the Martyrs 
For those interested in the 

history of our local villages 

Dr Simon Draper, Assistant 

Editor of the Oxfordshire 

Victoria County History, will 

present for the first time a 

fully illustrated talk on the 

history of Ascott under Wychwood. From prehistoric and 

Roman beginnings, he will trace the medieval and later 

development of the village in its landscape before examining 

the economic and social conditions which precipitated the 

Martyrs events of 1873. Friday 19 October 7.30 for 8pm at 

Tiddy Hall, Ascott under Wychwood. £5 admission charge 

(limited to 100) to include coffee/biscuits. To book for this 

unique preview event, prepared for the forthcoming 

Wychwood volume of the Victoria County History of 

Oxfordshire, scheduled for next year, call 01993 831967. 

Snow patrol appeal 
After last year’s winter snow experience, Chipping Norton 

Town Council has reinstated its Snow Committee. Cllr Mike 

Tysoe told the News that and one of their first jobs will be to 

call for volunteers to keep the roads reasonably passable this 

winter in case of snow and ice. He said, ‘the response from the 

Town for the wedding last year shows that we do have a good 

body of people who are prepared to dig snow and shovel grit. 

We have a small supply of equipment stored in readiness 

including two towed spreaders and a trailer to distribute 

grit/salt. Some salt is left over from previous years and some 

hand-push spreaders as well. We need volunteers with cars 

with tow bars willing to drive around town with a spreader 

and people willing to help shovel salt and snow if needed.’ Can 

volunteers please make themselves known to either the Town 

Clerk or to Mike Tysoe (mtysoe50@me.com or 643028). 

Mike says they do have a list of some of the veteran 

volunteers – but some younger blood is needed as well! 

Bingo lovers’ Friday night out  
Make a date for the next bingo evening in Great Rollright on 

Friday 19 October. Friday night bingo has become a 

permanent village fixture. With a relaxed atmosphere, 

everyone is welcome – bring a group and have a laugh. Games 

run from 7.30pm to around 9.15. Bar, refreshments, and cash 

prizes. Non-profit-making, proceeds go towards the Village 

Hall, Primary School and Parish Church development. Doors 

open 7pm. Next dates: 16 November and 14 December. Eyes 

Down Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

watchers may have noticed how, cunningly, a clunky one way 

system during the Mop Fair seems to have discouraged most of 

the HGVs from coming through Chippy at all. Next steps on all 

this are awaited – with Oxfordshire County Council as the lead 

authority on traffic and highways. 

All Souls Service at St Mary’s  
On Sunday 4 November at 3pm, all are welcome to attend St 

Mary's Church in Chipping Norton for the annual service 

where we remember by name loved ones who have died, 

especially in the last year. It is a service of thanksgiving for their 

lives with an opportunity to light a candle in remembrance of 

loved ones. Please contact Emma in the Church Office with the 

name of anyone you wish to be remembered by name during 

the service (tel: 646202, Email: office@stmaryscnorton.com). 

Joanna Rees 

New Banana Moon nursery 
Chipping Norton 

families with 

young children 

will have spotted 

that the new 

Banana Moon Day 

Nursery has 

opened and is up 

and running in the 

b r a n d - n e w  

c o m m u n i t y  

building on 

Evans Way by 

the old 

Football Club 

ground. John 

and Rachael 

Phillips have 

set up and run 

the nursery, all 

with state-of-

the-art facilities, as a franchise from national nursery provider 

Banana Moon. On 8 September they held an open day 

welcoming prospective families and children. Rachael told the 

News that their aim was to provide a caring and loving 

environment with the highest quality childcare for little ones, 

from the age of 3 months to 5 years. Opening hours are from 

7.30am till 6.30pm enabling working parents to have flexibility 

within their childcare. Rachael had researched opening a 

nursery whilst her children were young but was overwhelmed 

by the regulatory body approval process and legislation. Then 

she came across the Banana Moon Franchise and loved their 

ethos, alongside the support from Banana’s Moon’s Quality 

Control team, who provide the latest in childcare policies, 

procedures and training to make sure they are the best 

standard possible. Rachael felt confident then to could go into 

opening her own nursery. Rachael added, ‘Sarah Taylor is our 

Nursery Manager and she brings a wealth of experience and 

abundance of energy; children love her and she’s a great 

leader to the rest of the team. Our aim is to achieve 

Outstanding and be a service to the local community. Our 

nursery is a fun, caring and loving environment for all children 

and their families.’ To find out more telephone 223120 and see 
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Ride & Stride for our churches 
On a Saturday in 

early September 

churches in 

Chipping Norton 

joined in the 

annual sponsored 

‘Ride and Stride’ 

day. This is an 

opportunity for 

visitors to walk, 

run or cycle 

between many of 

the County’s wonderful churches to raise money for the 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust which has been 

supporting our local churches since 1964. In Chippy, Holy 

Trinity, St Mary’s and the Methodist Church joined in with 

over 500 other churches across the County – with people 

waiting at the churches ready to greet visitors and sign their 

sponsorship forms. Elaine Parsons from the Methodist 

Church sent this picture these three on a Goodies-style 3-

seater ‘trandem’ who were their first visitors along with some 

walkers from Wootton. She said it was an amazing start to the 

day in spite of some poor weather.  

Council’s small step for equality 
Those who follow closely the workings of our local 

authorities may have spotted an old habit in council minutes 

that appears to assume all councillors are normally male. It 

has always been the custom in Town and District Council 

minutes to give female but not male councillors a courtesy 

title – so, minutes refer to Cllr M Tysoe but Cllr Mrs J Graves 

and Cllr Ms N Bradley. Last month West Oxfordshire District 

Council agreed to drop the different treatment for men and 

women – after the Labour Party’s two newest female District 

Councillors protested and put forward a motion asking for 

equal treatment. They said, ‘Traditionally the minutes assumed 

councillors to be male, hence male councillors were listed by 

their name without Mr, whereas female councillors were 

identified as such by Ms, Mrs, Miss’. The Councillors who 

proposed the change considered this to be evidence of ‘larger 

structural inequalities which exist beneath the surface’. As a 

result of the WODC decision, Chipping Norton Town 

Council agreed at their September meeting also to do away 

with the old convention in their minutes. No doubt some 

observers will suggest this is another encroachment on ‘old 

fashioned courtesy’ while others may rejoice in getting rid of 

an outdated convention and taking a small step towards 

equality. They might also, however, note that only three out of 

16 Town Councillors are female – some way to go there then! 

We do, of course, have a female County Councillor, and one 

female District Councillor (out of three), and a male MP. 

20mph limits get closer 
It looks like Chipping Norton is 

getting close to implementing 20 

mph limits on some of the main 

roads in the town centre. The 

Town Council has been in the lead 

on this and a reformed Traffic 

Advisory Committee, chaired by 

Cllr Jo Graves, is meeting at the 

end of September to agree steps 

towards making it happen. After 

various speed surveys – including 

in places such as London Road 

and Churchill Road – it appears 

that Oxfordshire County Council 

are close to confirming precisely which stretches or roads 

will have the limit. The proposed plan to go out to 

consultation is likely to make the town centre 20mph, but the 

News understands only as far as the Baptist Church down 

New Street, Rock Hill up London Road, just up from the old 

Police station on Banbury Road, the Over Norton Road at 

Chestnuts, West Street as far as the Kings Arms, and on 

Burford Road just past the ACE Centre. Most of the cost is 

for illuminated signs needed on the main A44 and A361 

routes. The final consultation may of course change, but in this 

initial plan, the 20mph limit does not extend to the roads in 

front of the two schools (Holy Trinity and Chipping Norton 

School) nor along the Churchill Road. This all might need a 

future second phase. The project will cost around £15,000 – 

probably paid for by the Town Council, mainly for signage. It is 

not clear how enforcement will work. Town Councillors also 

want money to be allocated to possible future extensions 

past the schools. OCC, which is responsible for such highways 

matters, will have to run a statutory public consultation 

before making any decision to implement, so that is likely to 

be the next step. 

Town Council to add staff 
At their September meeting Chipping Norton Town Council 

discussed a plan to take on another more permanent staff 

member as a ‘maintenance operative’ to deal with an apparent 

increased workload. The Town Council has gradually taken on 

more tasks around town (such as gritting, snow management, 

town centre maintenance) as well as projects such as the 

20mph limits and other traffic issues. It is also likely to take on 

the management of spending Section 106 and ‘infrastructure’ 

money as more homes are built. The Council already faces 

more Town Hall maintenance expenditure over the coming 

years. Another concern is that the Town Council may 

continue to pick up tasks previously done and paid for by the 

County and District Councils who have had their council tax 

‘capped’ and central government grants reduced. The Town 

Council – whose council tax share is not capped – has 

doubled their amount of council tax over the last 10 years. 

They do not currently spend all their income. Last year (to 

Saturday 6 October 

BARN DANCE 
CN Town Hall 

with live music & caller from  

Merrylegs 
7.30 -11.30pm 

tkts £22.50 (inc supper) from                          

Jaffé & Neale or tel: 646202  

 cash bar 
proceeds to Friends of St Mary's Church,CN 
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running in the week before Remembrance Sunday. We will be 

judging on Tuesday 6 November and announcing the winners 

at our Town Hall charity disco on 9 November. Please join in 

and create a respectful display of remembrance. Any premises 

with a window on to the street in the Town Centre can enter 

– shops, businesses and homes. It would help if you could let 

the Town Clerk’s office know if you intend making a display so 

that the Mayor and I can work out who and where we have 

to visit to make the judgments.’ The British Legion has also 

announced details of their Remembrance Day service and 

wreath organisation. See letters page for all details. 

‘Till the Boys Come Home’ 
A special theatre show – with audience participation – to 

remember the stories and music of men and women during 

World War I – is being run by local theatre company Voices 

Across Time. It starts with a 15-year-old lad managing to fool  

the recruiting officer and joining up. His story is told by his 

mother awaiting his return. Performances 19 (7.30) and 20 

October (2.30pm and 7.30pm) in Adderbury Parish Institute 

Tickets £12 to raise money for charity from 

boxoffice@voicesacrosstime.com or call 07532 446665. Visit 

www.voioces across time.com for more information. 

4-legged guest at Beech Haven 
Residents, relatives and staff members at Beech Haven care 

home in Chipping Norton have 

been enjoying the company of a 

new regular visitor. Flake is a cocker 

spaniel and his owner Michelle, who 

both live locally, have enrolled in the 

Pets as Therapy programme. 

Residents enjoy the chance to 

spend at least 11
/2 hours every 

other week with Flake. Leisure and 

well-being co-ordinator Sandra 

Stowe explained that residents find 

this a very therapeutic activity 

helping bring back many memories 

– producing interesting tales from 

the past for a chat over coffee. One 

lady recalled how her neighbours 

eventually handed over their dog as it spent more time with 

them than at its home. Michelle and Flake are now writing a 

weekly diary of their adventures which is being used as an 

activity tool for Sandra and the residents over their coffee 

morning catch-ups. Sandra and the residents are busy planning 

various more activities for the months ahead. 

Sandra Marskell 

New waste & recycling dates 
Annual waste and recycling calendars, starting from October 

2018, will be available to download from West Oxfordshire 

District Council’s website from mid-September. These 

calendars will remind you which bins to put out on what days 

and are especially helpful to find out any changes over the 

Christmas period and Bank Holidays. Alternatively, sign up to 

receive free email updates about your property direct to your 

inbox including: weekly bin reminders; Bank Holiday bin 

reminders; nearby planning applications. For more information 

see www.westoxon.gov.uk. 

April 2018) they put around £60,000 out of their £270,000 

council tax ‘precept’ into reserves which stood at around 

£360,000 in April at the beginning of the current financial year, 

which they may use as contingency in coming years. 

Bench for Dr Bruce  
A new commemorative 

public bench has been placed 

in Chipping Norton’s lower 

Market Square in memory of 

Dr Bruce Parker, long-serving 

GP and Honorary Citizen of 

the Town, who died in 

February. The new bench is 

alongside a second new one at the base of the old chestnut 

tree outside Jaffé & Neale Bookshop. The benches replace the 

damaged rustic wooden round bench built as a feature around 

the tree trunk. Mayor Don Davidson told the News that the 

Town Council had been getting quotes for replacing the 

round one – but decided to place two normal benches there 

instead, as having a new round one specially built was too 

costly. 

Town Hall Charity Disco 
On Friday 9 November the Mayor and Mayoress of Chipping 

Norton are to hold a themed charity disco in the Town Hall 

to raise funds for their chosen charities, Dogs for Good and 

Age Concern Chipping Norton. The disco will be provided by 

Matthew Weaver who has provided the New Year’s Eve disco 

in the Crown & Cushion. As this is close to Remembrance 

Day the theme will be ‘Armed Forces’ and it is hoped that 

people will come dressed appropriately, although this is 

optional. The evening will start at 7:30pm and go on till 

midnight, however doors will close at 10pm so get there 

early! Light refreshments as well as a limited bar will be 

available. Tickets will be on sale by the beginning of October 

from the Town Council offices in the Guildhall and also West 

Street Newsagents, £10 each. 

WWI Window Competition  
To mark 100 years since the end of World War I, Chipping 

Norton’s Mayor and Mayoress are encouraging everyone in 

the Town Centre to organise commemorative displays in their 

windows. The best will be judged in time for both 

Remembrance Day and Christmas shopping event, and will 

replace for this year any normal Christmas window 

competition. Mayoress Peta Simmons told the News, ‘We have 

decided to run the competition on this theme and to have it 
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MP explores farming issues  
Local MP Robert Courts has reported on his summer visits 

around West Oxfordshire. With Brexit coming up, one 

important issue facing rural areas is what happens to 

agricultural support when the EU funding stops. Robert went 

to Mike Kettlewell’s farm at Over Norton Park to hear what 

some of our local farmers think. Many have strong views on 

how the UK Government should be continuing financial 

support for the rural economy. After his local visit he said, 

‘Thank you to Mike Kettlewell and team for taking the time 

to show me around the farm and discuss the upcoming 

Agriculture Bill over a cup of tea. This is one of the key pieces 

of legislation that will set up how our country will be, once 

we leave the European Union. It is very important that we get 

this right, and key to this is speaking with our farmers and 

understanding their priorities and concerns’.  

See box below for more on the Agriculture Bill and a comment 
from Mike Kettlewell himself 

Apple Day is coming 
Come and join everyone at the Community Orchard on 

Sunday 21 October 12 noon–3pm for the traditional Apple 

Day – to celebrate this year’s crop and look forward to next 

year. Make use of the special Apple Presses – bring your apples 

and take away juice. Bring your children, who can dress up and 

make a loud noise with musical instruments, and take them 

away again bearing their apple art works! Bring your singing 

voice and dancing legs for wassailing and dancing to Banbury 

Country Dance Band. Admire and sample the work from the 

pole lathe of the resident Bodger – and enjoy spiced apple 

juice and seasonal refreshments. Before then come and PICK 

YOUR OWN – it’s been a good year. The Community 

Orchard is off the Worcester Road, just before the cemetery. 

Limited parking near the road, or walk from town across the 

common. Enquiries to Heather Leonard, 643691 

rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk. 

Help for Cemetery Clear Up 
A date for the diary – our town cemetery relies on a small 

band of stalwart volunteers providing a morning of their time 

occasionally to help keep it neat and tidy. Can you come and 

What’s happening to our local farmers under 

Brexit as we withdraw from EU policies and lose 

all the EU farming subsidies? The Government 

and Minister Michael Gove’s proposed 

Agriculture Bill, according to Farmers’ Weekly, 
represents the biggest overhaul of UK farm 

policy since the end of the Second World War 

with the end of public subsidies for food 

production, in place since before that. How will 

it affect our local farmers? In summary: direct 

payments to farmers will be stopped, and 

replaced, over seven years, with a new system of 

‘public money for public goods’ – rewarding 

farmers who undertake environmental 

measures and ‘stewardship schemes’, for 

example protecting wildlife habitats, rather than 

those who produce food. Generally welcomed by 

environmental groups, other groups such as the National Union 

of Farmers have said that the failure to focus on the importance 

of food production threatens to undermine the agricultural 

sector, and consumers’ interests, at a crucial time. There is also 

no guarantee budgets will match current EU spending.  

Mike Kettlewell of Over Norton Park Farm told the News 
he was impressed with MP Robert Courts’ understanding of 

environmental issues but stressed to our MP 

the need for farmers to survive in a very 

uncertain future market. Mike told the News, 
‘Many smallish family farms on fairly 

unproductive land, like ours, are very 

vulnerable while producing basic agricultural 

commodities, particularly as subsidies are to 

be phased out. For farms to supply the much 

needed “Public Goods” they need to be 

viable! They are however very well placed to 

provide essential ecological diversity and 

buffer climate change, but future schemes 

need to be more generous, imaginative, 

research based, easier to access and be yield-

driven rather than process driven (box 

ticking!). At present they are not attractive and 

put most farmers off. DEFRA (the Government department) 

and its payments agency also needs to be much better run, 

responsive and accountable. At present it is just not fit for 

purpose.’ With many established older farmers dependent on 

the current direct payments, some are expected to retire – 

particularly with a Government offer of a lump sum to leave. 

Other farmers, looking to the long term, may treat it all as an 

opportunity.

Huge changes for farming on the horizon

Mike Kettlewell of Over Norton 
pictured amidst his cowslips

MP Robert Courts (centre) pictured recently on his visit to Over 
Norton Park Farm
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competitive and entertaining quiz series. More information on 

dates, times and how to enter your team will be available on 

Chadlington’s village website over the next few weeks,  

Health checks can save lives  
In a latest health press 

release the County 

Council is reminding 

everyone between 40 

and 74 to take advantage 

of a free NHS Health 

Check offered every five 

years. Chipping Norton’s 

County Councillor, 

Hilary Biles, was also, 

until recently, Oxford-

shire’s Cabinet Member 

for public health and education. Hilary strongly supports the 

health checks. When her husband, Jim, attended his 

appointment at the Shipton-under-Wychwood surgery he had 

a further test which detected bladder cancer. As the disease 

was caught early it enabled Jim, 77, to make a complete 

recovery. Hilary said, ‘When I became cabinet member for 

public health it was something I wanted to boost. Now I have 

a very personal reason to support the checks’. Hilary and the 

County’s public health team organised awareness-raising 

sessions at the Kassam stadium. 246 men were tested. The 

results showed one in ten received a clean bill of health. Eight 

in ten had an ‘amber’ rating and 10 per cent were shown the 

‘red card’ – meaning a follow-up GP appointment was 

strongly advised. 

The health checks test for a range of cardiovascular 

conditions, heart disease, stroke, diabetes, dementia, and 

more. The checks are a statutory service commissioned by 

the County Council’s public health team who work with 

district councils, the NHS and community groups. The team’s 

services include: commissioning full-time school nurses to 

provide a public health agenda for every secondary school; 

anti-smoking Stoptober and an annual flu immunisation 

programme. One of our own News team members, Sue 

Hadland, added a personal experience, saying, ‘in March this 

year my 55-year-old son was invited for a bowel screening. 

help? The next Cemetery Clear Up day will be on 13 October 

starting at 10am – refreshments as usual! 

         Cllr Martin Jarratt – Chair, Town Council Cemetery Cttee 

Debt Centre offers help  
St Mary’s Church and Chipping Norton Community Church 

have joined with charity Christians Against Poverty (CAP) to 

set up a debt centre in Chipping Norton. It offers friendly and 

approachable support to help people find a way out of 

financial distress. Mark Burbidge, the debt coach for CAP in 

Chipping Norton, said, ‘many people feel weighed down by 

debt and think their situation is impossible, but there is hope. 

We are one of nearly 300 debt centres who help over 13,000 

people nationally every year to find a solution to their debt. 

Our service is completely free and our friendly team will give 

you a listening ear in the privacy of your home and provide a 

real solution to your debts’. To make an appointment, you can 

call the CAP Debt Helpline for free on 0800 328 0006 and 

they will link you up with the Chipping Norton team. 

Joanna Rees 

News from Chadlington 
Café de la Post in Chadlington is up for sale. It is a profitable 

going concern but after 12 years the owners have decided to 

move on. They have presented three sale options. The first is 

to sell the building as an investment property, with the café 

business becoming an independent tenancy. This is their 

preferred option but if this is not possible they also suggest 

that the building could be sold as commercial and residential 

premises or other sale options could be explored. Local 

residents and other regular customers, like the many cyclists 

and other passers-by, will be keeping their fingers crossed that 

a buyer can be found who will keep this popular community 

meeting place, café and shop open for all to enjoy.    

Chadlington Memorial Hall in Chapel Road has been 

treated to a lick of paint, making it an even brighter and more 

welcoming venue for all types of community and family events. 

The Hall will host the Harvest Supper on 6 October. If you 

would like to find out about making a booking, please contact 

the bookings manager on 07802 771627. (Please note this 

number is monitored not manned; so ensure you leave a 

message if you want someone to contact you about booking 

the hall). Alternatively use the new online system at 

www.tarkitech.com/chadMH/ to view availability and send a 

booking request form. 

Tite Inn Quiz – a new season begins at the end of October. 

Over the winter months teams can pit their wits in this very 

Member of the ACCA Advising clients in Chipping Norton for 30 years

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park 
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

tel. 01608 642570  email. advice@astral-lbh.co.uk
www.astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups

VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping

Self Assessment & Personal Tax

iXBRL Reporting  
& Corporate Tax

Business Consultancy  
& Planning

chartered certi昀ed accountants
incorporating Logan & Brewerton and Howes & Co

accountancy

Cllr Hilary Biles with husband Jim
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This was a new initiative by the NHS to offer the service at 

55 years for a trial run. David had no symptoms but sensibly 

decided to take up the offer. Thank goodness he did. They 

found a large tumour in his bowel which was operated on a 

few weeks later and he is now having chemotherapy with the 

prospect of a full remission. Imagine what would have 

happened if, like many people, he had not gone. By the time of 

his next screening at 60 it would have been too late.’ 

7th generation antique dealer! 
James Holiday has 

refurbished the old 

Age Concern 

(Highlands) shop at 

21 Market Street and 

turned it into a 

charming antique 

shop where he deals 

in 18th and 19th 

century furniture, 

porcelain, Fine Arts 

and decorative items. 

His several-times 

grea t - g rand fa ther  

started the business 

in London in 1865 

and James has 

inherited the family 

love of antiques. He 

started, aged 16, in an 

auction house in 

Bond Street and launched his own business at 22. The shop in 

Market Street contains a fraction of James’ stock; the rest is 

stored in a barn elsewhere. James has worked hard to create 

a Dickensian feel to the interior of the shop and we wish him 

well in his latest venture. He is happy to visit people by 

appointment. 

New Town History Trail 
As reported before, a new History Trail is being developed for 

visitors to walk round Chipping Norton, with appropriate 

plaques along the way marking places of special interest. 

Chippy’s Mayoress Peta Simmons, who has also been the 

driving force behind the Saturday morning visitor information 

desk in the Town Hall, is behind the new idea and told the 

News that the project is progressing well, albeit a little slowly. 

On behalf of the Town Trail Committee, Peta said, ‘We have 

now identified the buildings to be included and have written 

to the owners asking for their permission to put a plaque on 

the building. Most of them have now replied, and positively, 

with only three or four still outstanding. We have written the 

texts for the plaques as well as a paper counterpart trail. This 

trail includes additional information about the 25 buildings 

highlighted, and additional information about other things of 

interest, such as an explanation of the history of The 

Commons. This will eventually be printed and available at 

various places in town. Our next move is to approach West 

Oxfordshire District Council in order to obtain the necessary 

listed and locally listed building consents. Only when we have 

this, can we order the plaques and start arranging the printing 

of the paperwork.’ Watch this space! 

Mindfulness & arts therapy  
A 12-week course on Mindfulness and 

Therapeutic Use of the Arts is being held 

at Holycombe Holistic Retreat Centre in 

Whichford each Thursday from 4 

October to 20 December. The sessions 

are being led by Clare Bay (pictured left), 

Gestalt Psychotherapist and Caroline 

Warhurst (pictured below), an Integrative 

Arts Psycho-therapeutic Counsellor.  

The course uses techniques of 

mindfulness meditation to increase 

awareness of how we are in the present 

moment. There will be some guided 

meditation to help uncover hidden 

patterns that are ‘keeping us stuck’ – 

followed by use of the arts and 

imagination, such as drawing, painting, clay, 

bodywork/movement, puppets or music. 

There will always be options if people work better with 

certain art forms. Previous art experience is not necessary. 

Each week there will be a different theme to explore, 

including topics such as anxiety, depression, relationships, loss, 

shame and difference. More information on the course, which 

costs £360 from www.crnchia.wixsite.com/12weekarts. Clare 

has a private practice in Oxford and also works with therapy 

at the ‘Retreat for Mothers’ in Milton-under-Wychwood. She 

has a background working with theatre, young people and 

mental health – with a particular interest in spirituality and 

nature. Caroline has a private practice at Holycombe and 

enjoys using the arts, bodywork, meditation and ecotherapy. 

St Andrew’s, Great Rollright 
On Saturday 6 October, the Church is holding a Soup Supper 

and Quiz in Great Rollright Village Hall. This is part of the 

Harvest Celebrations so there will also be cake! Tickets at 

£10 should be bought in advance, from Heather 730154 or via 

the church Facebook page. Harvest Celebrations continue on 

Sunday 7 October, with a Harvest Holy Communion in 

church at 10am. Please pray for the church and the church 

family of Great Rollright, Hook Norton, Swerford and 

Wigginton as the process starts for appointing a new Rector. 

Why not join us at any of the services; coffee/tea and 

fellowship is always shared after the 10am Sunday services. Or 

pop in at any time, the church is open during daylight hours. 

Sarah Durham 

Can ‘Social Prescribing’ help?  
Do you have health problems, perhaps with long term 

conditions, that could be helped better by services that are 

not just medical support but still receive some public funding. 

Then you may wish to find out more about ‘Social Prescribing’ 

(SP) which is increasingly available to people in Chipping 

Norton. Research shows 19% of GP time is spent on non-

clinical problems, costing the NHS almost £400 million a year. 

Patient concerns about employment, housing, access to 

welfare benefits and relationship issues reduce the amount of 

treatment time for medical issues. Seventy-three percent of 

GPs report that the proportion of time they spend dealing 

with non-health issues as part of consultations has increased 

over the past year. Social Prescribing (SP) is a mechanism for 



Victoria certainly have lots of ambition for this local 

enterprise and certainly do not lack the energy and 

enthusiasm required so they deserve the very best of luck on 

their new adventure.  

Celebrity cricket at Gt Tew 
Last month saw a Soho Farmhouse 

celebrity cricket team captained by 

James Bond film director Sam 

Mendes (pictured) take on Great 

Tew on a sunny September Sunday. 

This was all in aid of the three local 

village churches. Tew notched up 

217 before tea then Soho had 

everything to play for! Fielding 

stars from Northampton Saints 

and Gloucester rugby teams, Soho 

captain Mendes felt his star player would be Nick Compton, 

recent England opener and grandson of Denis. The spectators 

were treated to some huge hitting by both sides with at least 

one ball getting lost in thick undergrowth. Sam Mendes 

scored 50 and gave way to the next batsman. Dylan Hartley, 

England Rugby Captain since January 2016, hooker for 

Northampton Saints and England, lived up to his job title 

hooking a majestic ball well beyond the boundary. 

Northampton Saints player Courtney Lawes, who toured 

with British Lions rugby squad in New Zealand in 2017, said 

he had ‘really enjoyed being here and was very happy to give 

something back to such a good charity’. The final score was 

Soho 188, Great Tew 217 so a win for the locals by 29 runs. 

Sam Mendes was presented with a Great Tew cap and tie. Man 

of the Match was awarded to local player Dave Cox. Captain 

Mendes said he was ‘totally delighted and thrilled to play for 

such a good cause, the church where I got married’ (His 

second marriage was blessed there in 2017 – Sam grew up in 

Oxfordshire and played cricket for Cambridge University.) 

Over 350 visitors watched, raising much needed funds for the 

churches. 

NHS technology on the way 
MP Robert Courts is keeping up his strong interest in the NHS. 

This month he visited a health technology centre run by Siemens 

in Eynsham. He also told the News that in the recent Oxfordshire 

health consultation, he made the case for greater use of 

technology in our healthcare. He pointed to the Health Secretary’s 

recent announcement about £20.5 billion for the NHS, including 

investment in frontline healthcare technology. He said ‘the first 

example of this will be the new NHS app, a project that will be 

piloted in five areas from next month, ahead of a national rollout 

in December. Using the app, patients will be able to book GP 

appointments, access the NHS 111 service and view their GP 

record’. Chipping Norton Health Centre has recently upgraded 

their website. They encourage online prescription requests and use 

of text reminders for appointments. They offer blood test 

appointments to book online and are looking at new and 

innovative clinical systems to allow their patients increased access 

to their services. They book all other appointments (including GPs) 

via their care navigators – face to face or on the telephone – who 

are trained to signpost to a variety of clinicians within their multi-

disciplinary team so that the available appointments are used 

appropriately. Robert Courts has also been pushing for the NHS 
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linking primary care patients with non-medical sources of 

support within their community and attempts to address the 

social causes of ill health. It can be a way in which people living 

with long term conditions can get access to a variety of 

support services they need; issues like assistance with getting 

a job, housing, debt management and social contact. 

Beneficiaries also include people with social, practical or 

emotional needs and those with mild and long-term mental 

health problems. 

Sometimes patients, or indeed GPs and clinical staff, don’t 

know about the full range of support available – for example 

through local authorities, charities and local community 

organisations. Increasingly, there are specialist advisers that 

patients can talk to about what help is available. Chipping 

Norton Health Centre has started a scheme with one of their 

‘care navigators’ spending time on social prescribing advice. 

Further, West Oxfordshire Citizen’s Advice has announced 

this month that they are launching a new service in October 

(with a neighbouring CAB and funding from the Dept of 

Health and our local District Councils over the next four 

years), to provide ‘Community Navigators’ who, following, for 

example, a referral from the GP, can discuss their problems 

with individuals concerned and identify the support that they 

need to manage their own health more effectively.  

New owners at The Crown Inn 
At the beginning of 

August, The Crown 

Inn at Church 

Enstone welcomed 

new owners. A News 

Team member called 

in. Victoria and 

George Irvine 

purchased the inn 

although they had 

never worked in the 

industry before. 

George is a well-known artist with a studio in Middle Barton 

with regular exhibitions in London and elsewhere. They 

wanted a new challenge and for many years have loved this 

pub, so decided to buy it. They have installed an experienced 

manager, Felicity, and chef Chris has worked in the kitchens 

here for the past ten years. Their aim is for The Crown to be 

primarily a pub, but a pub which serves excellent food at a 

reasonable price. Not a gastro pub, but a ‘local’ which people 

feel they can regularly visit. George is also showing his 

pictures there which make good talking points and he is 

continually moving them around with always something new 

to look at, or buy!  

The conservatory can seat 24 guests and is available for 

groups to hire and, if you have a larger party, up to 50 can be 

catered for in the dining areas. The menus are imaginative and 

varied including classic dishes such as bangers and mash and 

steak and Hooky pie along with more sophisticated main 

meals including Cornish plaice, duck breast and roast 

Cotswold pork belly. On Sundays a traditional roast dinner is 

on offer, £18 for two courses and £22 for three, with fish and 

vegetarian options available. On Monday nights there are 

Simple Suppers at £9.50. Future plans include four en suite 

bedrooms which should be open by late spring next year and 

further development of the attractive gardens. George and 
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to work more closely with District Councils on planning growth 

and needs. For Chipping Norton this could, for example, include 

allocating space for expanding our local health and social care 

facilities. To contact our MP on any matter you can email 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk. 
Lord’s for Lawrence success 
The special Cricket Weekend at Sandford St Martin – in aid of 

the Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team – was a great 

success. A huge thank you 

to the sponsors: Wise 

Funds, Evenlode Invest-

ments for Life, and The Oak 

Investment Partnership and 

to all who attended the 

Charity Dinner with Jon 

Culshaw (pictured left) and 

the John Barrows Memorial 

Cricket Match against the 

Lord’s Taverners. About 300 people gathered at The Park in 

Sandford St Martin on a lovely late summer’s day to watch 

what turned out to be an exciting cricket match between 

Sandford St Martin Cricket Club and The Lords Taverners. The 

Taverners won the toss and batted first with the eventual Man 

of the Match, Mark Costin making 120 not out of a total of 

215. Sandford’s reply took off to a flying start despite 

Taverners’ bowling attack of ex-England Internationals 

Andrew Caddick and Stefan Jones, reaching 100 off 15 overs. 

Sandford’s Chris Thompson reached a swift 51 and then made 

a gentlemanly retirement in order that other batsmen had the 

opportunity to play. Regrettably Sandford fell 20 runs short – 

all out for 196. A match played in tremendous spirit, on one 

of Oxfordshire’s most picturesque grounds, to the delight of 

the spectators and a fitting end to the John Barrows’ 

Memorial Cricket Match and Sandford’s season. The weather 

was kind to us and we raised over £8,000 profit with 

donations still coming in. 

Verity Fifer – Lawrence Home Nursing Team 

Katharine House update 
Make A Will Week – Don’t forget that for one week in 

October (15–19) local solicitors and Will writers have kindly 

agreed to waive their fees for writing or amending a basic Will 

in return for donations to Katharine House (if you can, 

donate in line with the fee normally charged by the 

participating practices). There’s no better time to ensure 

loved ones are looked after according to your wishes. In 

Chipping Norton, solicitors Bradley Saul in Marketplace are 

participating. Anyone wanting to know more (or to make an 

appointment) should contact Geoffrey Saul on 648020. Other 

solicitors outside Chipping Norton can be found at 

khh.org.uk/willweek. Apart from making sure your intended 

beneficiaries and bequests are up to date, ensuring that you 

have a Will can be vital, as the News team noted recently. 

There was national interest when Oxfam received a bequest 

of over £40m – after businessman Richard Cousins and his 

children (who were his beneficiaries) tragically died together 

in an air crash. Richard had included a ‘disaster clause’ in his 

Will – in case of this remote possibility – designating the 

charity to benefit in such an unlikely tragic event. Having no 

Will (‘dying intestate’) can cause serious problems for 

bereaved families. (See also advert on p15). 
With Christmas coming there is also the 9th Santa Fun 

Run on Sunday 2 December – either 4k or 1k, and lots of fun. 

Get your friends and sign up early. Katharine House are also 

organising their usual Lights of Love to dedicate a light on 

a Christmas tree with a message of remembrance. Finally, 

there is a new short film on Katharine House to watch. All at 

www.khh.org.uk/film. 

Famous people at the Library 
Local history enthusiast Alan Brain will be back in the Library 

giving a new talk on Thursday 1 November. The event, Talk of 

the Town: Famous People, Celebrities and Eccentrics of 

Chipping Norton, will start at 6.30pm and will include a slide 

show. The event is free but please telephone 643559 or email 

chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk to book your 

place.  

Would you like to borrow books, music or films from the 

Library but can’t get in? Through the help of local volunteers, 

the library service can come to you at home. The Home 

Library Service is offered to people of any age who can’t get 

to the library due to disability, illness or full-time caring 

responsibilities. This includes people who might need the 

service on a short-term basis. If you’re interested the Library 

will discuss your requirements and arrange for a volunteer to 

visit. Volunteers wear identification badges and are DBS 

checked. Your library materials will be delivered and collected 

every three weeks, free of charge! To register for this service 

or for more information call 01865 810259 or email 

homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk.  

The new Information Drop-In service with Age UK 

continues on the first Wednesday of every month from 

10am to 12pm. If you need advice on anything from benefits 

Adult Ballet 
All ages and abilities, beginners welcome 

Tuesday 11.30am to 12.45pm 

Thursday 6.30 to 7.45pm 

Friday 10 to 11.15am 

All classes at Glyme Hall, Chipping Norton 

Ballet improves your balance, posture,   
co-ordination, flexibility & muscle tone;                

it renews energy, de-stresses                       
and clears the mind. 

Contact: 01608 645256 / 07930 191296  
alimaxwell6@yahoo.co.uk   http://www.11roubles.com 

‘Live your Ballet Passion' 
Alison Maxwell BA(Hons) ARAD   

Royal Academy of Dance Qualified Teacher 
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1.30–4pm are sessions on Wood Turning: Pole Lathing for 

Adult and Child Pairs (11 or over). £30 at Combe Mill, near 

Long Hanborough. Learn to use a shave horse and pole lathe 

to create your choice of dibber, candlestick, or baseball bat 

from a freshly cut log from the local woodland. Booking 

essential via www.wychwoodproject.org or Toby Swift on 

07981 134804. 
Running for community buses 
After Oxfordshire County 

Council cancelled all support 

for local bus services in 2016, 

communities were left to their 

own devices. Chippy lost its 

daily hourly X8 to Kingham 

station. Fortunately Stagecoach 

is able to operate commercially 

the S3, 488/9 and 50 to Oxford, 

Banbury and Stratford and 

Pulham’s the X9 to Witney, 

albeit at a much reduced 

frequency. Villages around 

Chippy already had the Villager 

community buses providing 

shopping services once or twice a week to Chippy and 

Witney and, more recently, West Oxfordshire Community 

Transport started the 210 to serve the Wychwoods. (Villager 

also provide the vehicle for the V3 Chippy Town Shuttle.) 

The Barton villages also took action, setting up the 

volunteer-led OurBus Bartons, which, over the last two years, 

has taken over 10,000 passengers to work, college, medical 

centres or for shopping. It runs to Chippy a couple of days a 

week. Having started with second-hand vehicles they now 

need a new bus and are literally running a campaign ‘Run for 

Our Bus’ by taking part in the Oxford Half Marathon. Chair 

of OurBus Bartons Management Team, Ken Caldwell, explains, 

‘We rely on volunteer drivers and a couple of older vehicles 

to run our busy timetable and provide our popular hire 

service. Last Summer, we launched our appeal to purchase 

our first new bus. We have already raised a third of our £100k 

target and are delighted to have our first runner signed up 

through our website. We know a lot of people do running 

events for charity, we’re hoping to get more runners involved 

with ours!’ Helen Christie, a recently trained volunteer driver 

has chosen to ‘Run for Our Bus’ and will be wearing one of 

their limited edition running vests (pictured above). ‘This is a 

very special community service and I’m very proud to 

support it.’ See www.ourbusbartons.org.uk for more 

information about their timetables and campaign. 

Great Rollright Market 
Next market is on Saturday 6 October in Great Rollright 

Village Hall from 9.30am-12.30pm. This month our fantastic 

Village Apple Juice will be on sale. If it is as good as last year 

it will be a knockout! This market will again be packed with 

interesting stalls selling everything from fun earrings to artisan 

foods, or get everything you’d want for a Sunday lunch at 

really sensible prices. Come and enjoy a breakfast bacon roll 

and fresh coffee in our ever popular café. The proceeds from 

this venture support a young woman and her child through 

education and training, giving them a future! 

Brenda Hayden 

entitlement to your nearest coffee morning, Sian from Age 

UK will be delightes to help.  

Sally Moore – Library Manager  

Wychwood Project events 
The News Team called 

into this year’s Wych-
wood Forest Fair in 

September – held on a 

beautiful sunny day at 

Lodge Farm, Ditchley. For 

those interested in crafts, 

there was lots to learn and 

see. The Commemorative 

Textile celebrating the 

Ascott Martyrs was on 

show; it was an 

opportunity to get up 

close to see the variety of techniques used to create it. Each 

Martyr was named in an individual panel; illustrated here is the 

panel dedicated to Ellen Pratley, sentenced to seven days hard 

labour, sewn by Alice Burns, a much-valued Chippy News 

team member who recently moved away from the area. 

The Oxford Guild of Spinners, Weavers and Dyers were 

also there demonstrating their skills, Hatton Willow wove 

their willow into baskets and Wonderwood explained how 

they weave fences and garden architecture in situ. This was just 

a few of the many skilled people on hand to show their work.  

This October 

the Project offers 

two opportunities 

to learn some 

new rural crafts. A 

session on Dry 
Stone Walling is 

on Tuesday 9 

October 10am–

3pm at Fox-

burrow Woods, 

Witney. Learn to 

build a Cotswold 

dry stone wall. Work with experienced local wallers. No 

experience necessary. £35. All tools and equip-ment provided; 

bring stout boots, gloves if you have them, and suitable 

clothing. Then on Monday 22 October 10.30am–1pm, or 

OurBus Bartons’ limited 
edition running vest

Sunday Tea Concerts 

Sunday October 7th 

Philippa Davies ~ flute      Maggie Cole ~ piano 

Works by Bach, Debussy, Ravel and Poulenc 
Philippa Davies has an international reputation as one of 

the finest flautists currently performing. 

Concerts start at 3pm in Charlbury Memorial 

Hall and last about an hour.                                     

Tickets £12 include tea and cake. 
For reservations and Season Tickets to all fivee concerts 

in the series email charlburyrefugee@gmail.com or call 

01608 811378. 
Proceeds to Charlbury Refugee Action Group  
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Chippy student’s good story 
A Chipping Norton student is proving 

what it’s possible to achieve – despite 

being in care – and that life is what 

you make it, even if your early years 

are tougher than most. Aged 11, 

Aaron Miles was taken into care and 

fostered. Now at 20 he’s currently 

studying for a degree. Aaron’s story is 

a testament to the fact that being in 

care does not mean becoming 

disadvantaged for the rest of your life. ‘Being in care is not the 

end of the world. For me it has opened more doors’ he says. 

‘The Council placed me in to the care of foster parents David 

and Davina and they have been absolutely incredible. They’ve 

fostered around 150 children over the last 40 years and … I 

was their son straight away. Being fostered means you’ll have 

a stable family life … I still live with my foster parents now.’ 

Aaron has lived most of his life in Chippy and attended the 

local secondary school, crediting his former headteacher, 

Simon Duffy, with a key part in his journey. ‘He had faith in me 

… I ended up with six GCSEs and that opened the door for 

me to study at Ruskin College in Oxford for a degree in social 

and political studies.’ In 2014 he was elected to the national 

Youth Parliament, has twice debated in the House of 

Commons, and in future would like to be involved in politics. 

Meanwhile, he’s writing his autobiography recounting his days 

as a child in care, right through to the present. Lucy Butler, 

Director for Children’s Services at Oxfordshire County 

Council, said:,‘We’re extremely proud of Aaron. Our aim is to 

give all children a good start in life and that very much applies 

to children who have been in care … Aaron is a shining 

example of what children who have been in care can achieve. 

He’s got a great future’. 

Blue Cross Week in Chippy 
The first week of October is ‘Blue Cross Week’ throughout 

the country, presenting events and special promotions in all 

the Charity’s stores. In Chipping Norton, the shop will be 

holding a rolling Tombola within the store with prizes for all 

ages. There will also be a stall with floral arrangements to be 

bought. Shop manager Jane Kench told the News, ‘Support 

from the community is what makes us tick and along with the 

continued support of our customers and their donations, we 

have received a very generous donation from Aldi and wish to 

express our sincere thanks to you all.’ As the countdown to 

Christmas begins the shop will have Christmas cards and 

animal themed calendars to buy, along with goods available on 

the Blue Cross website to add to the festivities. Watch out on 

the shop noticeboard for upcoming events. 

Police & community safety 
Latest reports from local police and press. 
Assault in town centre – An 11-year-old girl was sexually 

assaulted in broad daylight in 

Chipping Norton town centre. 

Thames Valley Police released this 

image of a man they believe may have 

vital information about the incident 

which occurred on Wednesday, 1 

August. Two girls, aged 11 and 8, were 

walking along London Road in the 

town centre at around 1.30pm when 

a man walking in front of them 

turned around to face them. The 11-

year-old girl stepped to one side to 

get out of his way and she was touched inappropriately over 

her clothes by the man. Police are appealing for information. 

Spate of burglaries – In August Chipping Norton saw an 

increase in residential and business burglaries including: a 

bungalow on the Burford Road (19 August ref 43180254418); 

a property on West Street (16–21 August ref 43180257068). 

This is in the area located near to the alley way opposite Bell 

Yard. In the early hours of Sunday 19 August in the same area, 

two males in hoods were disturbed climbing through a 

window of another address. If you have any further 

information, please contact police and quote the relevant 

crime report numbers.  

Tool thefts – Please be aware that there has been an 

increase in tool thefts from vehicles across the Chipping 

Norton area. Over Norton, Park Road and Dunstan Avenue 

have been targeted. 

Crime statistics – the reported crimes in Chipping Norton 

area in July totalled 65 including anti-social behaviour 18; 

violence and sexual offences 20; vehicle crime 7; criminal 

damage and arson 6; burglary, shoplifting and other theft 8; 

weapons 3; public order 3. 

In an emergency dial 999, otherwise if you see anything suspicious 
or have information that may help with police enquiries please call 
101 and ask for the Chipping Norton Neighbourhood Police Team. 
 

Make a Will Week

Make your Will and help provide care and support to 
people facing life-limiting illness in our community.

For one week in October, local solicitors and will writers 
have kindly agreed to waive their fees for writing or 
amending a basic will. Instead, they are encouraging an 
equivalent donation towards the work of Katharine House.

Reg. Charity No. 297099
www.khh.org.uk

Participating local practices include:

Bradley Saul Solicitors
contact Geoffrey Saul 01608 648020

West Oxon Wills & Probate
contact Mark Gorman 01993 220281 or 07769 730616

For a full list of participating practices and to find out more 
visit www.khh.org.uk/willweek or call 01295 816 484

15-19 October 2018

Katharine House Hospice
Aynho Road, Adderbury OX17 3NL
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Town Sports Awards 
October sees a meeting to co-ordinate the 10th Town Sports 

Awards aiming to celebrate the decade  with an even bigger 

night than normal.  Local sports enthusiasts are celebrating 

the Cricket Club’s 1st XI (pictured) winning the Oxfordshire 

Cricket Association’s Second Division and the Town is also 

very lucky to have a number of good junior sections in sports 

clubs. They might all be in with a chance of winning an award 

– but only if someone nominates them! Nomination forms 

are available in December. More details in the next edition. 

Graham Beacham 

Football 
Chipping Norton Football Club It has been a turbulent 

closed season for Town which saw several first team players 

move on to play at a higher standard; no one at the Club has 

any complaints about them earning money to play and the 

Club collectively wishes them well. That unsurprisingly led to a 

domino effect of more players leaving or retiring due to the 

uncertainty around the viability of the team and a decision was 

made to fold the Firsts. This decision wasn’t taken lightly and it 

will ensure there is a more stable team still playing in the 

Witney and District for the foreseeable future and will allow 

the Club to continue to regroup and rebuild whilst the fallout 

from the Walterbush Road debacle rumbles on.  

On a positive note, sponsorship has been secured from our 

ever generous local businesses (round up in next issue) and the 

Club is looking forward to the upcoming season with on-field 

challenges taking precedence over off the field activities. The 

Club would like to thank the community for ongoing support 

and as always if any potential players, helpers, committee 

members or fans want to get involved please get in touch. 

Dominic Rickard 07810 307213 

Swifts: Chippy Swifts started the 2018/19 season with all our 

teams in action in the opening weekend. Over 100 children 

re-presented 

Chippy in 

both home 

and away 

matches, with 

some impres-

sive wins to 

c e l e b r a t e .  

Pictured here 

is the Swifts’ 

youngest set 

of super-stars, 

the U8’s, ready for the new campaign.  

Greystones is the place to be, with action on Saturday 

mornings and Sunday afternoons. Everybody’s welcome to come 

along to cheer us on. The kids love to play in front of a big crowd 

while proudly wearing the famous black and white shirt. 

Martyn Walsh 

Vintage Sports Car Club  
Having been crowned Club of the 

Year last year, the Club is delighted 

to have once again been recognised 

for their contribution and 

commitment to the preservation of 

Vintage motorsport in the UK 

following another busy year of 

events. In addition to a nomination for Club of the Year, the 

VSCC’s Formula Vintage Race Series has been shortlisted for 

the Historic Motoring Awards’ Race Series of the Year 

category. Formula Vintage was introduced as the new brand 

for the Club’s Race Championship in 2017, and since then the 

Series has gone from strength to strength. 

As the busy Speed and Race season draws to a close, the 

Club is already gearing up for the Winter Trials season, and its 

2019 calendar, which will include an exciting 85th International 

Anniversary Celebration at Brands Hatch in August. 

Badminton Club 
Sessions are on Wednesdays at 7.30pm at Chipping Norton 

Leisure Centre – call Sheila Tarrant (642687) for details or go 

along to their Open Night 7.30pm 10 October. 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
The Club had another great summer camp in 

Suffolk where 25 swimmers thoroughly 

enjoyed an intensive programme for a week. 

Albert described, ‘A jam-packed week full of fun, laughs and 

getting up far too early, it was really well organised and had a 

relaxed atmosphere’. William added, ‘I would recommend this 

to anyone who wants to boost their times. Although the week 

was hard, the coaches helped to make it fun and enjoyable for 

everyone.' The Club held its first Forum in September. This 

well-attended event set out 4SSC’s hopes for the future and 

was a chance to meet our new Chair Simon Wratten. 

Congratulations to Charlotte Oliver and William Huddleston, 

our Swimmers of the Summer. and also to our new Club 

Chadlington FC 
New players required 

for the Under 10 team for the 
2018/19 season 
Chadlington U10’s are 

looking for any Year 5’s 
interested in football, to join 

our squad. Games are 
played on  Saturday mornings 

with training once a week. 
Further information from: 

James Moreton Tel: 07932 156802  or                            
Jacob HawleyTel: 07713 660962 

Chadlington FC are an FA Charter Standard Club 

Suffolk where 25 swimmers thoroughly

enjoyed an intensive programme for a week.
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Captains – Girls: Ellie Lawrence, Vice: Abby Chapman and 

Boys: William Huddleston, Vice: Ben Douglas. 

Good luck to all going to the Gloucester Sprint meet and 

we hope to see many entries for the Club Champs in 

October. Visit www.4ssc.co.uk for more about the Club 

Sarah Alsopp 

Hook Norton Tennis Club  
The results of the Summer Banbury 

League matches are: The A team was 

2nd in Division 1; the B team was 3rd 

in Division 2; the C team was 5th and 

the D team was 8th in Division 5.  

The ladies’ tournament on 28 

July, was won jointly by Georgina 

Allison, Gilly Hunt, Rebecca Watts 

and Sarah Arnall (who are pictured 

left) and a men’s doubles 

tournament is scheduled for 6 October 

Junior coaching sessions end on Saturday 20 October. 

Contact Marc Gilkes for details of all coaching opportunities. 

(01295 265085,baselinecoaching@outlook.com) To play in a 

team or for more information contact Sue Glasson (730880, 

merrymoons@me.com) or visit www.hooknortontennis.com 

Elaine Priestley 

Cricket 
On the whole a very good season. The weather and the state 

of pitches saw improved batting thoroughout the Club. 

Congratulations to the First XI who won Division Two of the 

Oxfordshire Cricket Association and will move up to Division 

One next season. They had tied with Middleton Cheney on 

points and the 

number of 

wins but were 

able to clinch 

top place as 

they had 

fewer defeats. 

The Second 

XI (pictured 

left) finished 

fifth in their 

Division 7 

North. Thanks 

to their captains Sam Townsend and then Nadir Niazi. Sadly 

the Sunday XI 

( p i c t u r e d  

right) only 

managed two 

games due a 

the scarcity of 

players. Many 

thanks to 

their  Captain 

Lee Boswell 

for all his 

efforts. The 

First XI look 

forward to 

receiving their trophy at a presentation dinner and the Club 

will also be holding its traditional end of season dinner. 

Graham Beacham 

Youth Cricket: Youth sessions ended on 7 September with 

the second of two Youth Awards nights. The following 

received awards: 

U7's: Mariella Awad, 

Daisy Watson, Megan 

Bates, Abdullah Khan 

Niazi, Sam Stafford, 

Edward Hare & Otto 

Pereira-Morrey.  

U9's: Deeo Smith, 

Elodie Jones, Sam 

Broadhurst & Millie 

Bristow. 

U11's: Hamish 

Bloom, Aaron 

Wood, Finn 

Jackman, Nathan 

Boswell & Mollie 

Pennington.  

U13's: Rex Chiles, 

Edward Burman, 

Harry Johnston & 

Jake Brown  

The inaugural Best U7's-U11's Player of the Year went to the 

U9's Stan Jackman while U15's Jack Williams was Most 

Improved Player and Lottie Oxton was Player of the Year. 

This year the Anthony Powell Memorial Trophy Chipping 

Norton Cricket Club Young Player of the Year award went to 

Lottie Oxton for an incredible year of achievements and 

commitment to the Club and the game. 

Huge thanks to all the coaches and volunteers for their 

time and effort. We will need more volunteers, especially as 

coaching assistants, plus an U13's Team Manager and also a 

new Welfare Officer.If you can help please get in touch with 

the Youth Coordinator Sue Powell on bloxhamsue@aol.com. 

The club AGM is Monday 3 December. Please come along to 

the clubhouse on Banbury Road with ideas and suggestions. 

Sue Powell 

Bowls Club 
Outdoor Finals were held over a recent weekend. Matches 

began on Friday evening with the Never Won cup. Contested 

between husband and wife, Cathy & Martin Sparks, it was an 

intriguing match which saw Cathy clinch the title 22-19 to 

secure her first trophy. Saturday began with the Drawn Open 

Pairs and Married Couples. The former was won by Sue Field 

and Malcolm Bowden while Roberta and Bill Jarvie won the 

latter. The afternoon saw Martin Sparks win his first title in 

the Two-Wood Singles and Roberta Jarvie and Pat Brown 

snatched a last minute victory in the Ladies Pairs, as did Jeff 

Martin & Martin Acock in the Men’s Pairs.  

The Sunday morning finals were all Singles and saw Mike 

Harris win the John Quinn Sets, John Hurren hold his nerve 

to triumph in the Overs 60’s and Cathy Sparks victorious in 

the Ladies Singles. The day ended with the Men’s Singles 

between Malcolm Bowden and Martin Acock. Malcolm was in 

the lead but knew he would be unavailable for the end of 

season Champion of Champions competition so conceded 

the game to Martin to ensure that the Club has a 

representative in the Competition. 

A full report is available to view at www.chippingnortonbowls.co.uk 

Nigel Siford 
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The Town Hall Job Fair brought many local prospective 

employers and job seekers together – and this valuable idea 

hopefully will be the first of many such events. There were full 

time, part time, apprenticeship, management and outdoor 

opportunities on offer so something for everyone.The retail 

sector was poorly represented but amply made up for by the 

presence of Aldi offering very exciting and innovative 

apprenticeships along with varied positions in their local 

stores. Apprenticeships were also on offer at Owen 
Mumford in engineering, tooling, metrology and leadership 

and they encourage anyone interested in finding out more to 

contact them. This award winning medical devices company 

also have opportunities in business support, research and 

development, sales and marketing and engineering. A very 

local employer. Treetech was another local company offering 

arborist apprenticeships along with yard hand/driver positions 

and admin assistance. An excellent place to work if you like 

the outdoor life. 

The hospitality industry was 

well represented.  Caffè 
Nero had delicious pastries 

on offer along with 

information on becoming a 

barista or just an assistant in 

their coffee outlet. Heyford 
Park Resort was also on 

the lookout for people 

interested in filling the varied 

jobs they had on offer. With 

two hotels in the park, including the Crown Plaza, a 

championship 18 hole golf course, health club and spa, 

positions were available in all sectors: from food and beverage 

assistants, to spa therapists, groundsmen to maintenance 

assistants and management opportunities in conference 

organisation and banqueting as well as a wedding coordinator 

and receptionist. Soho Farmhouse in Great Tew was also 

looking to recruit staff. Local care homes were present. Both 

Barchester (Southerndown) and Penhurst Gardens 

Jobs Galore! 
      Chipping Norton’s first Job Fair hosted by Experience Chipping Norton took place on 

Thursday 28 August at the Town Hall. News Team member Sue Hadland reports
looking for nurses, care assistants and catering personnel.  

Hillcrest, who have specialist residential homes for children 

with emotional and mental health issues both locally and 

nationally were looking for people interested in working with 

children as part of a team on varied and flexible shift patterns.  

Insurance Companies were 

also on the lookout for new 

employees. Oak 
Underwriting, a member 

of the Zurich Insurance 

Group, with an office in 

Chipping Norton has 

vacancies from under-

writing positions to 

administration and finance 

roles.  CETA, one of the Town’s largest companies, is a digital 

insurance broker, locally situated, supporting its online 

operations with a contact centre and is able to design and 

deploy bespoke insurance products. Contact them if you want 

to find out more. Organisations were also on hand to give 

help and advice including our own OX7, run by Experience 

Chipping Norton, giving support to 16 to 24 year olds in 

employment, education access, training advice and holistic 

care. Contact Shaun Fagan to find out more at 

shaun@experiencechippingnorton.com. The Royal Air 
Force cadets have vacancies enabling young people to extend 

their skills and meet new challenges. 

Some organisations were sadly missing. The police, NHS, 

emergency services and local authorities – as well as other 

companies new or moving into town which might like to 

consider attending the next similar event to be held in the 

Spring. But this aside, Shaun Fagan and his team have done a 

fantastic job bringing this first Fair to Chipping Norton and 

they should be congratulated. Building on this success, a next 

job fair should bring more employers and attract anyone 

seeking a local but rewarding job or career  from a wider local 

area.  

TOWN FEATURE
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The Theatre  
Chippy Panto – Dame Pepper returns! The Theatre is 

thrilled to welcome back 

Chippy’s much loved 

dame Andrew Pepper to 

the stage in Aladdin this 

year. ‘Another Christmas 

at my favourite country 

retreat? Yes please!  

Chippy, I've missed you 

and am beyond thrilled 

to be coming back. Let 

the shenanigans com-

mence!’ enthuses Andrew. 

This is Aladdin as you’ve 

never seen it before! 

When Aladdin meets 

Jasmine both are sure 

their luck will change, but 

the wicked Abanazar has 

other plans. Family friendly from start to finish and packed 

with magical marvels and toe-tapping tunes, this is the Chippy 

Panto you’ve been wishing for. Running for 99 performances 

from 14 November–13 January. Tickets from Box Office 

(642350) or www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

A Literary Lunch Run by The Friends of The Theatre the 

lunch is on Saturday 20 October at the Town Hall, 12pm for 

12.30pm – 3.30pm. Award winning author Rosamund Young 

will be talking about her book The Secret Life of Cows and her 

amazing experiences as a cow whisperer and organic farmer. 

Tickets £20 (including a 2-course lunch and glass of wine) 

from the Box Office or online.  

Calling all knitters and crocheters! Help make our 

theatre more accessible. The Theatre is looking for some 

fabulous volunteer knitters to create Twiddlemuffs for those 

attending Relaxed Performances and Dementia Friendly 

Cinema Screenings. Designed to provide a stimulation activity 

for those with dementia or additional needs, a Twiddlemuff is 

a knitted muff with ribbons, buttons etc attached. Making one 

to donate to The Theatre for use during Relaxed Events is a 

great way to use up scraps of wool and fabric but also help 

audience members feel at ease. Two drop-in sessions are being 

held in The Theatre Bar on Mondays 8 and 15 October, 

10.45am-1pm. Please do bring your knitting needles! Tea, 

coffee and biscuits provided. Please let The Theatre know you 

can come by calling Vanessa or Anne on 649102 or emailing  

vmanaghan@chippingnortontheatre.com 

Theatre 200 Club winners Chipping Norton Theatre 

recently started a ‘200 Club’. For just £5 a month you can 

enter a monthly draw to help raise over £10,000 a year to 

support the fantastic work of The Theatre. There is a monthly 

winning prize of £50 – and once a year special prizes of £500, 

£300 and £100. Latest winners include Lynne Pointer (July), 

Alison Maxwell (August), and Heather Leonard (September). 

The Theatre also sent thanks to volunteer Sophie Harvey, a 

local student, who has joined to help run the 200 Club, and is 

doing a terrific job! Leaflets from Box Office.  

October Half term Workshop Magical masks and beastly 

puppets Wednesday 

24 October 10am-

1pm for 6 to 10 yr 

olds. A creative 

Hallowe’en themed 

workshop where 

you can design and 

make your own 

magically spooky 

mask. But first you 

will be making 

some fabulous puppets – bats that fly, cats that bite, pop up 

pumpkins and scary monsters! Using drama games you will 

then develop some creepy characters for a storytelling 

sharing at 12.45pm. Venue: Lower Town Hall. Booking essential. 

Tickets: £23 at Box Office (642350) or online. Bring a snack.  

Old Seats for New!  Some curious Chippy residents might 

have wondered why The Theatre’s seats were stacked up in 

rows on Spring Street this summer. Well, they were about to 

set off on a 150-mile journey to their new home – 

Hawkesbury Little Theatre in Buckley, North Wales. It was 

quite a serendipitous story; the son of Buckley’s stage 

manager came to last year’s Chippy panto with his family and 

noticed the flyers about the new seats to be purchased for 

our Theatre. He made enquiries, and the rest is history. 

Hawkesbury’s old seats were already on their fourth life, 

THE ARTS

Chipping Norton’s 

famous Panto at the 

Theatre is getting a 

reputation for giving birth 

to future pippins and 

audience members. A long 

Christmas spent in the 

close company of a lot of 

actors in a small town can, 

of course, lead to one or 

two ‘showmances.’ There 

have been a fair few 

partnerships forged at 

Chippy Theatre over recent years – not always limited to, 

but certainly including the Prince and the Princess! Two of 

the most successful romances were between onstage and 

offstage team 

members, and both 

have now resulted in 

Chipping Norton 

Panto babies! Meet 

Anwen (left), the 

daughter of Bryony 

and Richard (Stage 

Manager and the Ugly 

Sister from 2012’s 

Cinderella) and Jack 

(right), who arrived 

just a few weeks ago, 

the son of Kali and Callum (The Pirate Queen and Double 

Bass player from Robinson Crusoe). In a few years, maybe they 

will return to our Chippy Theatre’s stage as Pippins!  

Chippy’s Panto Babes! 
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dating back to the 

1930s, having served 

in theatres and 

cinemas up North 

before ending their 

lives at the Little 

Theatre. Finances 

were at last sufficient 

to buy replacement 

seats and to the 

delight of their stage 

management, actors 

(and no doubt 

audience members at 

their next own 

panto!), the seats 

from our Theatre’s 

stalls now look great 

in their new home. 

Hawkes-bury Little 

Theatre is very grateful for the help given and will credit The 

Theatre in their pantomime literature. For those wondering 

what has happened to the sponsorship plaques on the backs 

of our old seats, they were removed pre-sale and will be 

mounted and displayed inside The Theatre. Tess Biles, 

Marketing Manager at The Theatre, is delighted with our local 

renovation, saying, ‘We now have lovely new seats, shiny new 

seat plaques, a freshly painted auditorium, new flooring, and 

we’ve even spruced up the toilets! We are so pleased with the 

finished results. Hopefully many of you will see them during 

Panto if not before.’  

Arts and Crafts 
Routeways – Anuk Naumann The News Team’s Kaye Freeman 

reviews Routeways: ‘In Anuk’s Autumn Studio Exhibition last 

month, the paintings of autumn colours were dominant, but 

other seasons were represented too, many in vibrant colours. 

The twisting roadways and paths led you across a variety of 

stunning landscapes. The eclectic mix of work, some bright 

and some subdued, expertly captured the seasons. 

But my eye was constantly 

returning to the windows 

where Anuk’s captivating 

stained glass pictures hung, 

examples of her new venture, 

the designing and making of 

stained glass.’ Anuk’s thoughts 

on her new venture, a brush 

with stained glass, were, ‘As a 

painter, I have always been 

fascinated by the use of colour 

and have tried to infuse my 

work with the richest hues. Nothing glows as richly as a 

stained glass window when the sun shines through the panes 

and it has long been an ambition to learn how to create this 

art using such a fragile material. I acknowledge the craft is a 

very specialised one, but I have begun to learn the techniques 

using traditional methods which haven’t changed much since 

Medieval times. Luckily, technology has advanced and I am able 

to fire the painted sections of my artwork before securing 

with lead and solder. A lot to learn, and I have only just 

begun…’ See www.anuknaumann.co.uk. 

The People’s Gallery – The is an open evening at Chipping 

Norton Health Centre on Saturday 13 October (7-9pm) 

showcasing artworks from local artists, which will be for sale. 

There will also be information about Art Therapy for patients 

at the Health Centre. For more information please contact 

Maureen Gillespie who is the Gallery organiser via her 

website www.artbymaureengillespie.co.uk 

Kingham Jewellery School The autumn term includes 

Beginner and Improver Silver Jewellery Classes. If a weekday 

class isn’t convenient, there are taster classes on Saturdays as 

well as evening courses. The Improver Course projects  

include a silver locket and the return of the popular gemstone 

silver bracelet. Upcoming one-day courses for Improvers 

include a range of stone setting classes featuring flush setting 

with guest tutor Hayley Kruger. If you have experience in 

jewellery making and would like to join a class to work on 

your own projects there are spaces on Tuesday and Thursday 

self-directed term time classes. Some courses have started 

but there are lots of day-long workshops and one-day classes. 

The Jewellery School is at Unit 15b Langston Priory 

Workshop, Kingham, OX7 6UP. See www.kjschool.co.uk. 

Finstock Arts & Crafts – the Annual Fair is Saturday 13 

October, 10am-4pm, Village Hall. Entrance £1 

Woodcrafts at Combe Mill A Steaming Day at Blenheim 
Palace Sawmills. Meet and learn from craftsmen, including the 

blacksmith who will let you have a go. Shopping, cake and teas. 

10am-5pm Sunday 21 October. The Mill is open on 7 October 

for general visiting. Christmas Fair on 8 December. See 

www.combemill.org for details of all events.  

On  What’s 

BOX OFFICE 01608 642350     www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

 
 
 
LIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
Thurs 4th Oct, 7.45pm  A PURE WOMAN, £15, £13  
Fri 5th Oct, 7.45pm  THE JONI MITCHELL STORY, £15  
Sat 6th Oct, 7.45pm  MARCUS BRIGSTOCKE, £17.50   
Wed 10th & 12th Oct  THE ROAD BEHIND THE ROAD AHEAD £10, £7,  
   £5 under 26s 
Tues 16th Oct, 7.45pm AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE, £15, £13 
Wed 17th Oct, 7.45pm JOHN SMITH, £16.50  
Fri 19th Oct, 7.45pm THE STONES, £17.50 
 
 
FILM                  Tickets £10, £7.50 U16s 
Tues 2nd Wed 3rd Thu 11th Oct7.30pm,Sun 7th 4.30&7.30pmTHE CHILDREN ACT (12A) 
Thu 11th Oct 10.30am   THE ESCAPE (15)  

Parents/Carers & Babies: Thu 6th Sep, 10.30am £3.50 (with £5 membership)  
Sat 13th 7.30pm & Sun 14th Oct 4.30pm PUZZLE (15)  
Sun 14th & Sun 21st Oct 7.30pm THE SEAGULL (12A)  
Sun 28th Oct 4pm & 7.30pm THE LITTLE STRANGER (12A)  
 
 
THEATRE SCREENINGS    TICKETS £15 
Tues 9th Oct, 7.15pm  IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST 
Thurs 18th Oct, 7.30pm  NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: KING LIEAR 
 
 
SHOWS FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: ALL TICKETS £8.50  
Sat 6th Oct, 10.30am THE NICK COPE FAMILY SHOW (0-8YRS) 
Sat 13th Oct, 2.30pm HOW TO HIDE A LION (3+)  
Thurs 18th Oct, 2pm GUESS HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU 
 

The old seats lined up in Spring Street 
ready to be taken to their new home 

Crow flying – stained glass
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The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock Wild Oxfordshire 

displays a year of paintings by popular local artist Ronny 

Loxton – a stunning collection of paintings inspired by the 

Oxfordshire countryside. 15 September–14 October. The 
Diversity of Silver showcases work by The Jewellery and Silver 

Society of Oxford, 17 October-6 November. Designs in gold, 

silver, enamel and precious stones show the intricate work of 

this highly-skilled group of local crafts people. Hoards & 
Treasures is a talk by Jude Barrett, Education Officer from 

Ashmolean Museum. Wednesday 7 November, 7.30pm. 

October School Holiday Activities include: Tuesday TOM Tots, 

10.30-11am – Music, stories and rhymes for the under-fives. 

£1 per child, £2.50 per family; Tuesday & Thursday Family Fun 

crafty drop-ins: 2-4pm – Themed creative and fun craft 

sessions for all ages. £2 per child, £5 per family; Friday 

Snowflake Books activity: 2-4pm, £3 per child £7 per family. 

For details see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum. 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum on show in 

Woodstock is 

1066: A Medieval 
Mosaic a record-

winning exhibition 

that has toured the 

UK before arriving 

at SOFO. The 

mosaic took 

Michael Linton 33 

years to complete. 

Made from 33 

million individual 

pieces of spring steel, the mosaic is 64 metres long and weighs 

350kg. This makes it the world’s largest steel mosaic and in the 

Guinness Book of World Records. It re-creates the entirety of 

the original Bayeux Tapestry, including the Battle of Hastings, 

but adds more historic scenes. On display until 1 February 

2019 throughout the museum’s regular opening hours and is 

included in the admission price. More information on 01993 

810212 or at www.sofo.org.uk/ or www.medievalmosaic.com. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds The October lecture entitled 

Fin-de-Siècle Vienna: a Hotbed of Culture by Gavin Plumley, will 

explore why Vienna became a ‘cultural hotbed’ around 1900, 

producing such painters as Klimt, Schiele and Kokoschka, the 

architects Wagner, Loos and Hoffman as well as psychoanalyst 

Freud, composer Mahler and philosopher Wittgenstein. 10 

October at 11am at Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford 

OX18 4RZ. Non-members welcome (suggested donation 

£10). See www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

Music 
Charlbury Autumn Tea Concerts The Autumn and 

Winter Concert programmes promise to be as enjoyable as 

ever. Professional musicians, many of international renown, 

perform to raise funds for CRAG (Charlbury Refugee Action 

Group) in an informal atmosphere. The News apologises for 

mentioning last year’s October Concert in error last month. 

Here are the correct details: Sunday 7 October: Philippa 

Davies – flute, Maggie Cole – piano. Programme will include 

the Bach B minor flute sonata and Poulenc's sonata for flute 

and piano. Philippa has an international reputation as 'a first 

rate virtuoso' with 'exceptional eloquence' with a varied 

musical career as a soloist and chamber music player. She will 

be joined at the piano by American-born Maggie Cole who 

enjoys an international musical life playing and recording on 

harpsichord, fortepiano and modern piano. Then 4 

November’s concert is Prince Henry’s Music with Fretwork, 

Consort of Viols. Concerts start at 3pm and last an hour. 

Tickets are £12, (under 15s £5) and include tea and home-

made cake. Further details of concerts at 

www.charlbury.info/community/88/ 

Adderbury Ensemble – the next Chipping Norton Town 

Hall concerts are Thursday 18 October (Mozart Hunt and 

Dvorak American String Quartet), then Friday 23 November 

(includes Schubert’s String Quintet in C Major). 7.30pm, £15 

tickets from Jaffé & Neale, on the door or 07711 606996 

Music at Stow Festival Stacey Kent, Jacobson-Brown Piano 

Duo and The Searchers perform 25-27 October at St 

Edward’s Church. Details at www.musicatstown.co.uk. 

Burford Singers Mozart Concert Mozart: Divertimento for 
Strings K136, Horn Concerto No.4 K495 and the Great Mass in 
C Minor K427. Sunday, 7.30pm 25 November at the Church of 

St John the Baptist, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY. Tickets 

reserved at £23, £19, £15, unreserved £10, Postal booking to 

5 October. Online booking from 15 October. (Booking fee 

applies.) Booking in person (unreserved) from 15 October at 

The Madhatter Bookshop, 122, High Street, Burford. For 

details and booking form see www.burfordsingers.org.uk. 

Books & Literature 
Let the Wood Speak 
Chipping Norton 

resident Paul Fischer, 

after suffering and 

overcoming a major 

stroke, set to work 

cataloguing his 60 

years as a luthier 

(instrument maker), 

interrupted only by 

military service during 

the Cold War serving 

in the tanks of the 11th 

Hussars in Ger-many. 

Awarded a Winston 

Churchill Fellowship, Paul visited many parts of the world 

lecturing and giving master classes in his craft as luthier. He 

describes his recently published book as, ‘an engaging account 

of a lifetime’s commitment to this most unusual craft.’ The 

book is available in full colour paperback from Amazon at £20 

and on Kindle £6.99 ISBN 9781724560230. 

The 2018 Blenheim Palace Festival of Literature, 
Film & Music  Thursday 11 October-Sunday 14 October. 

Amongst other events, the Festival celebrates P G 

Wodehouse and Jane Austen with events that combine acting, 

the written word and music. Actor and writer Robert Daws 

gives a performed reading of a new play by William Humble, 

Wodehouse in Wonderland, which includes music by Jerome 

Kern, George Gershwin, Cole Porter and Ivor Novello with 

Wodehouse’s own lyrics. Actors and musicians bring to life 

some of Jane Austen's most famous characters with a taste of 

the music and song that might have been heard in Austen's 

own household in an An Afternoon with Jane Austen. For details 

see www.blenheimpalaceliteraryfestival.com. 

Michael Linton with his mosaic
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EXCELSIOR 
T a x i s  &  P r i v a t e  H i r e  

01608 643721 
01608 644015 

www.excelsiortaxis.co.uk 

Taxis, Minibuses & Executive Cars 

Local & Long Distance, Airports 
Stations, Weddings & Parties 

Roman Villa discovered in Broughton 
The story begins 

in Spring 1963, 

when  local 

farmer John Taylor 

unearthed a large 

stone object 

whilst ploughing 

near Broughton 

Castle. On further 

inspection, he 

reached inside and 

discovered a 

human bone. It 

appeared that Mr 

Taylor had un-

covered a lead-

lined sarcophagus 

of a high status lady who died in the 3rd/4th century AD. Over 

50 years later, detectorist and historian, Kenneth Wescott, 

heard of the find and decided to investigate further. The land 

on which the coffin was found belongs to the estate of Lord 

Saye and Sele (the Fiennes family) at Broughton and with the 

family’s permission, Mr Wescott, together with a team from 

Oxford Archeaology spent two weeks in October 2016 

digging five trial trenches. Using modern technology such as 

magnetometry, which acts as a sort of X ray of the ground, 

soon walls, ditches and room outlines were revealed. 178 

items were discovered, thought to be only 1% of the possible 

future finds.  

The potential 

size of the villa is 

thought to be 

comparable to that 

of Buckingham 

Palace and would 

take many years to 

investigate fully and 

the cost of this may 

prove to be as high 

as £2 million. 

Several universities, 

English Heritage 

and the Heritage 

Lottery Fund have 

been approached to 

take part in a full 

investigation of the 

site. A group of 

interested parties is 

also being formed 

to pursue the project. Meanwhile, the initial investigation site 

has been covered over and has actually had a crop growing 

above it this year. It will be fascinating to see how this 

wonderful discovery adds to our knowledge of Roman life in 

our area.   

Roman life around Chipping Norton 
Until this latest discovery, the period of 

Roman life in and around North 

Oxfordshire has been recorded in 

many finds from villas to coins, pottery 

and artefacts. Two major roads 

constructed by the Romans, the Fosse 

Way and Watling Street, were linked by 

Akeman Street, which followed the 

route from present day Bicester 

through to Cirencester, a major Roman 

settlement. Development would have 

taken place along these routes, 

including villas at Ditchley, Fawler, 

Shakeoak, North Leigh, Great Tew, Wigginton and perhaps 

Churchill Downs, where a Roman stone coffin was found in 

the 1980’s. These suggest local use of the land for farming 

where small communities formed. Over the centuries a large 

quantity of Roman coins, pottery and artefacts has been found 

in the Chipping Norton area, at the allotments (constant 

digging helps!), the Market Place and Burford Road etc. A 

carved stone head (pictured above), possibly dating from the 

second half of the second century, was turned up by ploughing 

in 1972. It represented the face of a god, possibly Jupiter, 

thought to be part of a wall plaque, rather than a statue. The 

head can be seen in Chipping Norton’s Museum of Local 

History – you’ve just time to pop along and see it before the 

Museum closes for winter on 27 October. Open 2-4pm 

Monday-Saturday. Re-opens just before Easter 2019. 

So what did the Roman’s do for us in Chipping Norton? 

Modern methods and enthusiastic ‘detectorists’ mean that 

new and more fascinating finds will no doubt surprise us in 

the coming years.  

Acknowledgements: David Eddershaw (Chipping Norton: the 

Story of a Market Town) and Roseanne Edwards (Banbury 

Guardian)  
 

 

When the Romans roamed Chippy 
In August the site of a Roman villa the size of Buckingham Palace was revealed near to 

Chipping Norton – making national headlines. The News Team found out more – with a reminder 
of how the Romans were out and about in Chipping Norton nearly 2000 years ago. 

Detectorist & historian Kenneth Westcott 
unearths treasures 

Martin Fiennes with his parents Lord and 
Lady Saye and Sele at the Broughton site 

Roman stone head 
found near Chipping 

Norton
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Lion President Maz Holland on 07507 535466 or talk to any 

member of Chipping Norton Lions for more information.  

Maz and Steve Holland 

Green Gym in the villages 
We work in surrounding villages as well as in Chippy. In the 

last month we have continued clearing bramble in Kingham 

Millennium Wood and tidying up the woodland edge of the 

Cemetery in Hook Norton. In Charlbury we have weeded 

and prepared vegetable beds at the Primary School and done 

similar work back in Chippy at St Mary’s School. Just beyond 

Charlbury we have made another visit to the Southill Solar 

Farm, again clearing weeds. And we have continued to 

maintain the beds at the Chippy Health Centre – though not 

without cost to one member who was stung by a swarm of 

wasps when she unwittingly disturbed their nest.  

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts may be available and there is no joining 

fee. Come and enjoy working outdoors in good company. 

More information on our website www.chippygreengym.org 

or email me at jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

Auction tales at History Society 
The new season got off to a good start with an interesting and 

nostalgic talk from John Grantham with his memories of living 

in Diston's Lane and life in the Town. We had a really good 

turnout. We hope some of it is down to the new start time of 

2pm, but I suspect a lot of people came to hear John. The next 

meeting in the Methodist Hall will be at 2pm on the 8 October 

when John Hunt will tell some Tales of a Local Auctioneer. 

Pauline Watkins 641712 

Scam alerts & Witney blankets at CNWI 
At the September meeting of Chipping Norton Womens’ 

Institute Julie Brain of Trading Standards led an informative 

session on how to avoid being taken in by scams. She outlined 

the four main ways in which scams occur – by phone, by post, 

via email/online and at the door – and clarified her points with 

examples of many such situations. Julie also gave practical 

advice with how we should deal with any approach to us and 

concluded her very helpful talk with time for questions from 

the audience.  

Arrangements were also made for members to attend 

the Norton group meeting at Enstone, while on 10 October 

A warm welcome from Bliss Probus  
We extend a warm welcome for you to come along to our 

meetings and to perhaps become a member. 

We have recently relocated to The Blue Boar in Chipping 

Norton and meet on the second Tuesday of the month. We 

gather for drinks at noon, with lunch at 12.30, followed by a 

guest speaker. We are a varied bunch of retired males who can 

guarantee you an equally varied menu of convivial banter and 

good company. 

If this looks tempting why not contact Pat Lake, our 

Secretary on: 643458 or plake1970@aol.com? 

Lions prepare for Santa 
Chipping Norton Lions have been very quiet over the 

summer but we have managed to get in touch with Santa and 

he has agreed to come and see all the lovely children in 

Chipping Norton on Sunday 9 December. The Mayor has 

kindly offered the use of his Council Chamber for the day, so, 

The Lions will make Santa a warm and comfy Grotto where 

he can welcome the children and he will have gifts too! Look 

out for posters around the Town with more details.  

Our annual Reindeer Race, the most exciting event of the 

year, will be held on Friday 30 November at 7pm in The 

Crown & Cushion Hotel. The Reindeers will be ready to start 

their exercise programme ready to pull Santa’s sleigh so they 

will be needing lots of encouragement!! We are looking for a 

few more sponsors for the night and tickets will be on sale 

soon at £5 per person. Get your friends together and join us 

for a night of fun to start the Christmas season off in style. 

We always welcome new members, so why not come along 

and see for yourself how much fun you can have whilst raising 

much needed funds for our local community? Please contact 
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we look forward to hearing Valerie Burton’s history of the 

famous Witney Blanket industry. Visitors are welcome to join 

us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm on that date. 

Prudence Chard 642903 

Summer all at sea  
Chipping Norton Yacht Club suspend talks in the summer, as 

many are away. 

We enjoyed 

socials in local 

pubs, and one 

or two on the 

water, including 

a weekend 

rally in the 

West Country, 

where three of 

us keep boats. 

The sun shone 

brightly, the 

breezes were 

gentle.... Members’ summer exploits included an intrepid trip 

to Orkney round notorious Cape Wrath, in weather far from 

benign. Then a few of us bought boats and had the fun of 

collection and delivery. One was sailed from Maldon in Essex 

to Greece, via the Bay of Biscay; one sailed from The 

Netherlands to Cornwall, and one, in the reverse direction, 

road-hauled from Cornwall to The Netherlands (at not quite 

the same time!). Perhaps it is a benefit of living so far from the 

sea that, in having to travel to reach navigable water, we range 

wide. 

The dinner/talk programme has now resumed and in 

October we will welcome a representative of the RNLI. For 

details, to book, or to find out about joining us (no boat required) 

visit cnyc.co.uk. Non-members are most welcome to come along 

to test the water as a guest – contact us via cnyc.co.uk. 

Roger Backhaus 

Out and about with WOWI 
West Oxfordshire WI is a lively group of women who would 

like to welcome you to their meetings on the third Monday 

of the month at 7.30 pm in St Mary's Parish Rooms, Chipping 

Norton. In September we welcomed psychologist, Professor 

Charles Spence, who asked, ‘What Makes us Eat, Apart from 

Hunger?’ In October we are having an exciting illustrated talk 

from one of our own members who does a great deal to 

support The Teenage Cancer Trust. Liz Atkins has walked the 

Wales Coastal Path and in November is looking for 

sponsorship to walk the Western Ghats Trek in Southern 

India. She will talk about her walking and the work of the 

Trust. In addition, a group enjoyed a performance of Birdsong 

at the New Theatre and some members are also travelling to 

Westminster Hall in London to see the exhibition Voice & Vote 
which should be an interesting insight into the Suffragette 

movement a hundred years ago.  

We also have small subgroups such as walking, craft and 

Saturday lunch. As well as events we organise ourselves, we do 

belong to the wider group of Oxfordshire WIs which also 

runs outings and events. A group of us are going to the 

Denman College Summer Picnic where we shall meet up with 

many more members of WI. For more details please call 

Hilary Dix on 646228. 

CN Flower Club’s Christmas plans 
As we move into Autumn we are looking forward to our 

October meeting on the 25th, when Sophie from Stow flower 

shop is coming to demonstrate ‘Christmas is coming’. We are 

now meeting in the upper Town Hall and as always visitors are 

welcome, with doors opening at 7pm ready for 7.30. More 

information from Ann on 683289 or email Elaine at 

snips59@icloud.com. We are also finalising plans for our 

Christmas special on 22 November, so put the date in your 

diary and look out for more information in November’s issue. 

Elaine Parsons 

Chippy Folk contemplate life & love 
The mood was more contemplative at Chippy Folk’s 

September meeting; perhaps the autumnal weather influenced 

us, but the evening certainly included many songs about 

changes in life and love, as reflected in our usual eclectic mix 

of traditional and more recent tunes. As ever, we heard some 

good original songs and we were also treated to the gorgeous 

sounds of not one but two intriguing instruments: an antique 

fretless zither, restored and played by Rosie, and a hammered 

dulcimer, played by Steve. Besides the songs, we were 

entertained by thought-provoking and amusing poems 

presented by George, a performer visiting from 

Northampton, and we also welcomed musical contributions 

from leaders of neighbouring clubs in Bampton, Witney and 

Swindon.  

We continue to be grateful to the management of The 

Artyard Café, who are always supportive of our gatherings. 

Next meeting: Monday, 8 October, 7.45 for 8pm. 

Ginnie Redston 

Cape Wrath showing its teeth

Market Place, Chipping Norton
T: 01608 638535 | E: enquiries@foxchippingnorton.co.uk

www.foxchippingnorton.co.uk

WHAT’S ON

BOOK NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

Weekly special nights

TUESDAY  – BURGER NIGHT
Banging burgers and tasty toppings. The Hog, Longhorn Beef, Spiced Lamb, Cotswold 

Fried Chicken, Filet of Fish and Veggie plus a special guest Burger each week!

WEDNESDAY  – MID WEEK MUSSELS
A trio of moreish mussel dishes served with crusty bread and aioli sauce

THURSDAY – CHOPHOUSE TAKEOVER
Calling all meat lovers! Weight cut steaks, rump, sirloin and fillet and 

two dry aged rump steaks and a bottle of red for £35!

FREE BOTTLE OF PROSECCO FOR PARTIES OF 8 OR MORE

LUNCH
2 Courses £19.95
3 Courses £24.95

DINNER
2 Courses £24.95
3 Courses £29.95
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Michael Clemens will visit once again, with more of his archive 

railway films.  

The autumn 

outing to the 

privately owned 

Fawley Steam 

Museum on 

Sunday, 2 

September was a 

great success – 

some members 

said it was the 

best ever! Owned 

by the family of 

the late Sir 

William McAlpine, 

it is now run by 

the Fawley Steam 

Society. A hot, 

sunny day as usual and much to see – train rides, a pop-up 

café, a great museum and even alpacas, meerkats and wallabies 

on the estate, to be seen from the train. But, never a dull 

moment on our trips! Leaving, we found our way blocked by 

a very large fallen tree branch. Undeterred, our fittest and 

strongest members set about removing it, helped by a 

horsebox driver and an RAC man. As you can see, a very 

narrow single-track road and the alternative route was even 

narrower. All were well cheered and applauded back on the 

coach and ready for the pub stop and a well-earned pint! 

Finally, we deeply regret to announce the death of John 

Dyer, a founder member of the Railway Club. Back in 1974, 

together with John Brice, they decided it was just what the 

town needed! Without them there would be no club. 

Determination won the day and we now have over 60 

members. His presence will be greatly missed. John was the 

Secretary and a regular at meetings and outings. At his funeral, 

the Chairman spoke of him in glowing terms and offered the 

Club’s condolences to his family and many friends.  

Estelle Brain 641586 

Amnesty events and Christmas cards 
Our group’s annual Chipping Norton street collection on 1 

September raised a whopping £278.72p – our highest amount 

for six years. Thank you so much for being so generous. To 

those who praised Amnesty’s work and asked questions, we 

described our constant campaigning for those worldwide 

who need our support, including individuals such as Nazanin 

Zaghari-Ratcliffe, held in Iran. At our September meeting we 

had a very constructive and informative meeting with our 

Group coordinator from AIUK.  

Future meetings are as follows:  

~ 11 October: Group meeting to discuss our future events  

~ 8 November: Write For Rights evening. This annual event is 

popular with our group; we will be writing messages of hope 

and encouragement to prisoners of conscience and 

individuals at risk. Everyone is invited to come along to write 

with us; costs covered by our group. All meetings are at 

7.30pm, second Thursday of the month. Everyone is welcome. 

Lower Town Hall. Call Val for details on 645036 

Amnesty International Christmas cards will be on sale at the 

following venues: 

~ 20 October Christmas Card Sale 10am-12.30pm at the 

CLUB NEWS

Chippy Ramblers explore Adlestrop 
2 September was still summer. Our walk included part of the 

manicured Daylesford Estate and the village of Adlestrop. 

Highlights for me were the beautiful horses at Daylesford. 

One paddock contained only mares and their skittish foals;  

then one of the group reading Edward Thomas’ poem from 

the station seat, relocated at Adlestrop and soon afterwards 

reminiscing about Jane Austen who stayed with the Leigh 

family in The Vicarage there. Leaving the village, we observed 

a long grass snake sliding along by the side of a wall and soon 

afterwards a proper, traditional, village cricket match on the 

Adlestrop ground. Back to Daylesford car park the ten of us 

agreed it had been a great stroll – and a techie walker told us 

we’d completed 7 kilometres – just under 41
/2 miles. Next 

walk will be Sunday 7 October. Meet at 2pm in the New 

Street Car Park and you will be sure of a leisurely walk of 4-

5 miles. New members very welcome. Enquiries to Heather 

Leonard (643691) or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk, or Jenny 

Harrington jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

 Heather Leonard 

Railway Club to the rescue!! 
Speaker Bill Rogerson, was well received at our September 

meeting. Bill was an employee of the British Transport Police 

for 48 years, and travelled to Chippy from Holyhead, staying 

in the Town for a few days with his wife. He is also a member 

of the BTP History Group and is well versed in this subject. 

The group preserves the history of policing the railways, 

docks and canals. An interesting and entertaining talk 

illustrated with good slides. Next meeting, on 2 October, 

We also have of昀ces in: Leamington Spa, Kenilworth, Stratford-Upon-Avon, Cheylesmore (Coventry), Solihull, Newark, 
Grantham, Bingham, Keyworth, Burton-on-the-Water, Evesham and Pershore

CHIPPING NORTON
10 Middle Row, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 5NH

T: 01608 641983 E: chipping@carricktravel.com

Why not contact the team at our Chipping Norton 

branch about your next holiday?

We are an independent travel agency with 
44 years’ experience in helping you choose 
the perfect package holiday or arranging 
unforgettable, worldwide, tailor made journeys. 
We work with an extensive range of tour 
operators, to ensure that you have your dream 
getaway. Whether you are looking for family fun 
in the sun, an exotic faraway holiday, a cruise 
or anything in between, we will 昀nd the right 
holiday for you.
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Parish Church, Burford. 

~ 10 November Christmas Charity Card Fair 10am-noon 

Memorial Hall, Charlbury. 

~ 9 December Christmas in Chippy noon-6pm Co-op Arcade. 

Kaye Freeman 

River restoration with NOOG 
Our last outdoor meeting of the year was a fascinating tour 

of two members’ vegetable and fruit plot located on Glyme 

Farm, where permaculture techniques combined with green 

manures had created a charmingly productive and varied 

garden. Our next meeting, back in St Mary’s Parish Rooms on 

Wednesday 3 October, continues the theme when we share 

experiences and ideas about ‘No-dig gardening and green 

manures’. And then on Wednesday 7 November, a trustee of 

Wild Oxfordshire will tell us about her conservation group 

and the community projects underway to restore our local 

rivers to optimum condition, enhancing flood management 

and benefiting wildlife. 

Do join us – visitors are always welcome (Members £1, 

visitors £3). Meetings start at 7.30. For any enquiries about N 

Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean 

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

Horticulturalists off to Westonbirt 
As you read this item from the Chipping Norton 

Horticultural Association, we will be starting our 

autumn/winter season with the first meeting on Wednesday 

17 October at 7.30 in the Methodist Church hall. The speaker 

will be Pam Turner describing Alpines and how they can be 

used around the garden. New members and visitors always 

welcome – membership £10pa or part year and visitors £3 

each evening, with refreshments at the close of the meeting. 

Anyone wishing to join us on our autumn day out to 

Westonbirt on Wednesday 24 October, please let me have 

your money ASAP. Further details of our 2018/19 programme 

can be found on our website www.cnha.uk or from the 

secretary Eileen Forse 643275. 

Burford & Kingham Rotary 
At the end of August, one of our intrepid members completed 

the (Scottish) North 

Coast 500 cycle ride 

unsupported and alone. 

He completed the 500 

miles in 5 days, used the 

Charity LifeStrawGo 

bottle as the only 

method of obtaining 

drinking water & camped 

in a sleeping and bivvy 

bag: definitely no B&B 

nonsense! The weather 

was ‘terrible’ for 4 of the 

5 days. He got soaked on 

two nights and the hill 

climbing was brutal. The 

wind was 15mph on 

average and only on the fourth day was there a tail wind. On 

the last day the wind was a southerly head wind and was 

accompanied by the worst rain he had ever cycled 

in....but...’the scenery was stunning and panoramic, but mostly 

hidden by dark storm clouds’. Incidentally, the bike ‘was great, 

with 15kg of baggage – no breakdowns and no punctures’. 

Over £300 of sponsorship for WaterAid and LifeStraw in 

memory of our recently deceased fireman member was an 

added bonus. Further donations can be made via 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/stuartjacksonnc500 

In September Chris Walker told us about the Tolsey 

Museum and Burford’s history and in October Jeanne Hartley 

will speak about charity work in Afghanistan. September also 

saw the second trip to the historic Taylors Bell Foundry and 

our Charity Bridge Drive in aid of ‘Riding for the Disabled’. 

Visitors to club meetings are welcome. Please contact our 

secretary, Terry Best, at terry.a.best@btinternet beforehand. 

Stephen Barber 

Chippy Labour Party 
At our September meeting we had a discussion on BREXIT. It 

is far from clear what the Government is trying to achieve 

and even less clear what the hardliners want. Locally,our work 

continues in holding the District and County Councils to 

account. With six Labour councillors on the District Council, 

we are in a much stronger position to challenge. Our work 

will continue all year round with surgeries run by Councillors 

Laetisia Carter and Geoff Saul. You will also see us under our 

famous red gazebo at regular intervals where you can meet 

members and your Town and District Councillors. 

We usually meet at The Chequers on the second 

Thursday of each month. Why not give us a try and come 

along to one of our regular meetings or social events. The 

next Quiz Night is provisionally scheduled for Friday 19 

October but check with me if you would like to send a team. 

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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For any information about our work please contact me, David 

Heyes, at davidheyes@yahoo.co.uk 

Wilde times – and more with U3A! 
On 3 October we will hear Professor Michèle Mendelssohn 

from Oxford University talk about her new book Making 
Oscar Wilde. Variously described as ‘fascinating’ by The New 
Yorker, a ‘must read’ by The Sunday Times, and one of 2018's 

‘best summer books’ by The Guardian, this looks to be a real 

highlight if you can make it. 

Note that we have changed venue for monthly meetings 

and moved upstairs to the Methodist Church to make it 

easier to access. But U3A is not just about monthly talks and 

not all members can make these – we also have a wide range 

of 'special interest groups' that include active and less active 

pursuits. We are looking to add some more in coming months. 

If you want to know more about the U3A, our special interest 

groups, or the meeting series then visit 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 01608 646578, or 

come along to one of our meetings (2.30pm in Methodist 

Church on the first Wednesday of the month),  

Martin Davies 

Scouting roundup 
Many thanks to everyone who has donated in any way to our 

hut fund and to the continuing support of the Co-op. Thanks 

to your generosity we now have a working kitchen and a flag.  

Cubs: Fifteen 

Cubs went on 

summer camp to 

Torbay Scout 

Camp. They 

enjoyed a variety 

of events including: 

grass sledding; 

making naan bread 

(pictured); having a 

day at the beach; a 

ride on a steam 

train; and a river 

boat cruise up the Dart. They all had a fantastic time and 

returned home with many stories to tell friends and family. 

Now that term has started again the Cubs have been whittling 

wood in preparation for an autumn camp at Horley and will 

be learning their Green Cross Code.  

Scouts: Eighteen Scouts went to Wales for their summer 

camp. They tried surfing, visited the Centre for Alternative 

Technology, went to King Arthur’s Labyrinth and had a day on 

the beach with a fish and chip supper. Looking ahead this term 

we welcome four new scouts who have moved up from cubs 

and Amber our new scout leader who has moved from 

Beavers. Scouts have three camps to look forward to this 

term: CPCW, NOM and the night hike camp. 

Explorers: Twelve Chippy Explorers joined other North 

Oxfordshire Explorers for an aqua-camp at the beginning of 

September. It was a brilliant weekend including dragon boat 

racing, kayaking and stand-up paddle boarding as well as a 

campfire and wide games.  

UKIP Corner 
As the interminable Brexit negotiations grind on, the question 

is how long can Mrs May carry on? Her ever more desperate 

attempts at trying to strike a deal with the EU are rebuffed 

with her Chequers Position Paper rejected by all and sundry 

from within her own Party and the wider Electorate. This 

current impasse has prompted our Leader to call for 

Candidates to stand for Westminster should another snap 

General Election be called. Within 48 hours of the new 

Oxfordshire Branch being formed we had UKIP Members 

offering to stand in every constituency with these six 

prospective MPs working together to ensure that UKIP win 

seats in Westminster. As we do not have a whip system, we 

will be free to work exclusively for our constituents. It is 

people and local issues first, with Party Policy well down the 

list of priorities, a refreshing change from the norm where the 

other Parties ignore the very people who elected them and 

follow the Party Line, no matter how inappropriate it may be 

locally. 

As always, I am very keen to chat with people about the 

issues of the day, I will even buy the coffee should we meet in 

town! My email is still UKIP.ChippingNorton@Mail.Com 

Jim Stanley 

Art Club change of venue 
The Art Club that has been held at the Glyme Hall for the 

past few years has now moved across the road to Highlands 

Day Centre, 73 Burford Road. The classes (10.30am to 

12.30pm) are held fortnightly on a Thursday – 4 October will 

be the first one this month. The cost is £6 for each lesson you 

attend. Please contact Janet Wilkinson on 01608 730268 for 

more information. 

CLUB NEWS

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

 Upcoming events this month:  
Crime duo Ambrose Parry  

 Wednesday 10th October at 6.30pm                         

Comedian Robin Ince                         
Wednesday 31st October at 6.30pm 
Tickets are £4, redeemable against purchase of 

the book, and can be purchased online or in-store.



28

Exercising is good for you 
The West Oxford-

shire Group of the 

MS Society has long 

been an advocate that 

exercising helps for 

those with MS, or 

indeed everyone! Of 

course it has to be 

appropriate taking 

into account pain, 

fatigue and any 

balance or standing difficulties. Academic studies have shown 

that doing the right exercise can help with the use of limbs 

affected by MS, often the legs, to improve walking. Exercise 

can also stimulate the mind, improving motivation and general 

well-being while better breathing supplies more oxygen and 

possibly more energy. 

We run these weekly sessions: 

Aqua-therapy: where specific and relevant exercises are 

performed in warm water, the water providing help with both 

standing and resistance to movement. 

Yoga: mainly seated, but some supported standing where 

possible, to improve the whole body with correct posture 

and breathing and exercise to improve the use of limbs, feet 

and hands. 

Reformer beds Pilates: Joseph Pilates designed this equipment 

to provide targeted exercises for specific parts of the body 

adjusted to suit the individual. 

Group Physiotherapy: this is based upon very similar principles 

to yoga and Pilates with chair-based and supported standing 

exercises to improve posture and muscle movement. 

If you would like more information or you would be able to 

help in any way with any of these activities then please do get 

in contact, with me or directly to the MS Society, 

www.mssociety.org.uk My contact details are; Tel: 01608 

645988 or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk 

Peter Branson 

CRAG – a sad anniversary 
In September 2015 three-year-old Alan Kurdi drowned while 

fleeing from Syria to Greece by way of Turkey. The image of 

the toddler’s lifeless body sparked a surge of emotion that 

moved countless people worldwide to take action. At least 

1,500 refugees and migrants, many of them children, have 

drowned this year whilst trying to reach Europe. 

Khaled Hosseini, the author of The Kite Runner wrote Sea 
Prayer, an imagined letter, from a Syrian father to his son, 

Marwan, on the eve of their sea crossing to Europe. This 

extract is towards the end of the letter: 

Because all I can think tonight is how deep the sea, and how 
vast, how indifferent. How powerless I am to protect you from it.  All 
I can do is pray. Pray God steers the vessel true when the shores 
slip out of eyeshot and we are a flyspeck in the heaving waters, 
keeling and tilting, easily swallowed. 

Charlbury Refugee Action Group (CRAG) raises money 

to help the people who do survive these dangerous journeys. 

To learn more about CRAG, to join or to make a donation 

please visit: http://www.charlbury.info/community/88/  

333333333PPPPPPPP
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Seated Yoga session
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Chipping Norton School 
New Headteacher: Barry 

Doherty joined Chipping 

Norton School this 

September to take over the 

helm as our new 

Headteacher. Mr Doherty, 

who was previously 

headteacher at Colmers 

School in Birmingham, 

commented, ‘I am deeply 

aware of and excited by the 

deep-rooted sense of community that exists within and 

around our school. This is a good and great school on a 

journey of its own to being one of the very best providers of 

education in this region and beyond.’ 

Open Evenings: We are looking forward to welcoming 

students and their families to our general open evening on 

Thursday October 4th (5-8pm) and the Sixth Form open 

evening on Thursday November 15th (6-8pm).  

Sixth Form thriving! The new term saw us welcome 90 

students into Year 12, including 15 students from other 

schools, who are busy finding their way around their new 

surroundings and making new friends. Our Year 13 students 

also have a busy term ahead of them, with many starting their 

university and apprenticeship applications. The Sixth Form 

team look forward to working with them all this year and are 

also preparing to welcome more prospective students at our 

Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 15 November. 

New Head Students: We are pleased to announce that the 

Head Students for 

the academic year 

are Oliver Tailby and 

Lydia Harding. They 

commented ‘We are 

both very happy to 

have been chosen to 

fulfil these roles 

during our final year 

at Chipping Norton 

School, and are 

looking forward to 

representing the School and continuing the growth of what 

we believe is a friendly, encouraging and engaging learning 

environment’.  

CNPS News: We are delighted to offer free Family Focus 

workshops to Year 4, 5 and 6 families from our partnership 

schools. Pupils will have been given an invitation to these 

workshops from their own schools.  

The workshops are: 

Tuesday 9 October 6-7.30pm Create your own Craft 

Peg Dolls 

Monday 15 October 6-7pm No Fear Shakespeare 

Tuesday 16 October 6-7.30pm Build a Trebuchet 

Wednesday 17 October  5–7pm Squash for all the Family. 

The workshops are 

designed to be 

accessible to all, 

offering families the 

opportunity to take 

part in a new 

activity in a sociable 

and supportive 

environment. They 

are held at Chipping 

Norton School and 

Chipping Norton 

Leisure Centre. If 

you are interested and haven’t got an invitation, you can 

download a form from our website, pick one up from your 

primary school teacher, or Chipping Norton School 

reception. Any queries: contact Sharon Hannis at Chipping 

Norton School (649416 or email shannis@chipping-

norton.oxon.sch.uk) 

At CNS we offer a wide range of After School and Extra 

Time clubs. Extra Time clubs run alongside school clubs and 

are run by staff here at Chipping Norton School as well as by 

external coaches.  

This year we are delighted with the club uptake from our 

Building a trebuchet!
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Years 7–11. It is wonderful to see students staying on at the 

end of the school day to take part in a club. Students who 

attended our Year 7, 8 & 9 LAMDA clubs last year achieved 

distinctions in their exams. Other students take part in our 

sport clubs such as Hockey, Squash and Football and this year 

we are also able to offer Table Tennis. Our Healthy Cookery 

club is also very popular, supporting students to learn life 

skills. The Extra Time Programme is available on the website.  

Sports Awards 2018: On 12 September students, teachers 

and parents came together for our 10th annual sports awards. 

During the evening a number of awards were given out 

including dedication to sport, sportswoman and sportsman of 

the year, and team awards. Mr Doherty opened the evening to 

welcome everyone and hand out each award to the delight of 

the crowd of over 200 students and parents. Overall, another 

fantastic evening which shows that sport at CNS continues to 

go from strength to strength. 

St Mary’s Primary  
Years 3-4 
Launch: We 

started our 

topic which 

was about the 

Stone Age to 

the Iron Age. 

The Classes 

did a rotation. 

Miss Philpott 

was making 

necklaces out 

of clay. We 

moulded the clay 

into teeth, claws 

and shells 

because in the 

Stone Age they 

made necklaces 

out of twine, 

rocks and bones. 

Mrs Eaglestone 

and Mrs 

Kritzinger learnt 

to paint a 

background sun-

set. We cut out paper shapes to look like massive stones and 

stuck them on top of our collage. Miss Elwyn made dream 

catchers by cutting a hole in each paper plate and using a hole 

punch to make holes in the plate; then we put string through 

the holes. (You need to make sure to keep a little bit of string 

to stick the feathers on.) Then you hang them up. We 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves whilst learning. 

Reception: We are thrilled to welcome all the new children 

into Acorn Class! We have been getting to know all the areas 

of learning and also the adults who will be with us. The 

children have been wonderful and have already begun to 

independently find their own peg and drawer to put their 

things away. They have loved exploring the outside area, 

especially the tree swing, bikes and mud kitchen! They have 

also enjoyed the books in the Reading Jungle and making 

some marvellous marble runs. Some of the children have been 

practising writing their name and numbers, we are so proud! 

What a wonderful start to the year and we can’t wait to get 

to know the children better. 

Children in 
Years 3 - 4 
pictured 

setttling down 
to their new 
topic: Stone 
Age to Iron 

Age with gusto 
– tackling 

their different 
tasks  in 
rotation 

Why you should buy your
carpet from a Carpet
Foundation retail member

You will get these benefits:
•  Impartial Professional Advice
•  Written Terms of Business
•  Written Quotations
•  Deposit Safeguards
•  Free Extended Guarantees
•  A Free Installation Guarantee
•  After Sales Procedures

New Road, Moreton-in-Marsh (near Station)
Tel: 01608 651991

Unit 19, Worcester Road Ind Est, Chipping Norton
Tel: 01608 645172

FREE FITTING
by our own fully employed and insured fitters.

FREE ESTIMATES
Visit either shop or we can come to you with samples.

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 10am to 4pm

Email: enquiries@cotswoldcarpets.co.uk
www.cotswoldcarpets.co.uk 
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Holy Trinity Primary  
Welcome! We would like to extend a very warm welcome 

to all the new families and children who have joined us here 

at Holy Trinity. We would also like to welcome new staff 

members, Mrs Lizzie Clay who has joined out KS1 team and 

Mrs Janice Flashman who has joined our admin team. We are 

delighted that they have joined our warm and friendly school. 

If you are interested in your child starting at Holy Trinity in 

September 2019, please contact Cathy or Maria in the school 

office: 643487 to arrange a visit. We are happy for you to meet 

our Headteacher, staff and children and take a tour of our 

happy, thriving school. 

Year 6 Residential: Good luck to our Year 6 children who 

are going to Yenworthy in Devon on their residential.  Look 

out for their reports and photographs from their trip in the 

next edition. 

Junior Citizenship Day: The Year 6 children started term 

by a visit to Oxford Fire Station to take part in Junior Citizen.  

It was an amazing day, where the children participated in a 

variety of practical tasks to raise their awareness of personal 

safety. Topics covered included fire, railway, road and water 

safety, as well as safety inside their home, and using the 

Internet. The children were very observant, and showed a lot 

of common sense. The emergency services teams who 

worked with the children were fantastic, presenting scenarios 

in a realistic but non-threatening manner. The children were 

allowed to make 999 calls and get practically involved. They all 

agreed it was a very exciting way to start the year.  

After School Clubs: We are delighted to offer so many 

after school clubs.  Children can enjoy a host of activities from 

Coding Club and Gym Club to Art Club and Sport club. 

Breakfast Club and H T Active: Our Breakfast Club and 

After School Club are both continuing to be well attended 

and provide wraparound care from 8am to 6pm on a daily 

basis, term time only. 

PTA: We would like to thank our PTA for all their hard work 

and support they have given to our school over the last year. 

One of the many great events they organised was teas at 

Chastleton House which was a huge success. We will be 

holding our welcome disco for the whole school on Friday 28 

October.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our new parents 

and children to have a great evening. We are looking forward 

to another happy and successful year at Holy Trinity. 

Great Rollright Primary  
Now it’s October, our 11 new Reception children (pictured) 

feel thoroughly at home here – and are discovering that it’s 

lots of fun to learn. As one new child was heard saying 

recently, ‘It’s a very exciting day, ’cause there are lots of 

exciting things to do!’ A typical day in Reception has a balance 

of about half adult-led activities and half self-chosen play-

based learning. Mrs Grundy, one of the most experienced and 

respected Reception teachers in the county, has carefully 

designed our indoor and outdoor learning areas so that there 

are dozens of interesting challenges and opportunities to 

develop skills across the curriculum.  

Much of the day in Reception is spent outside, in our 

partially covered outdoor learning area. And on ‘Forest 

Fridays’ the children head further afield, taking their learning 

to our lovely nearby woods and fields.  

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see 

all that we offer – including a free bus to Chipping Norton. As 

school selection time approaches, we are offering tours on 

Monday 9 October at 10am, Thursday 18 October at 2pm, 

and Monday 5 November at 2pm. Please call us on 01608 

737202 to arrange your visit.  
Open 7 days a week • 24 High Street, Chipping Norton • 01608 642233

A new kind of tea room
Afternoon Tea, Breakfast, lunch, LIGHT BITES, coffee, 

tea and cake, cold drinks, bubbly and anything you 
could ever wish for in a cotswold tea room. 
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Bledington Primary  
Welcome to the new school year! Our classes have already 

settled in and are busy preparing for Harvest Assembly. Our 

new Reception pupils are being shown the ropes by their 

‘Buddy Teams’ and thoroughly enjoyed sampling school meals 

for the first time! 

Our Infant classes are learning about Toys, Old and New, 

including the history and materials they are made of. If you 

have any at home that they could borrow, we promise they 

will be well looked after. 

Blue Class has started finding out about The Ancient 

Greeks whilst Green Class are exploring the topic, Extreme 

Earth. Each class has French with Madame Ziebeck whilst all 

Juniors are learning a brass instrument with our specialist 

music teacher. 

We have a wealth 

of clubs available, 

running at lunchtime 

and after school, 

including Mandarin, 

Latin, Gardening, 

Recorder, Roving 

Reporter, Cross 

Country, Tag Rugby, 

and Chat and 

Choose. Our Sports 

Coach provides a 

Football club whilst our 

Community Youth 

Worker is running an 

Art and Craft club for 

our younger pupils. 

The Bledington 

School Association is 

planning a disco for children, with a separate social for parents 

along with wine and nibbles on Friday 5 October. Please do 

come along, meet others and support your child’s school. 

Kingham Primary  
September is always busy and we were delighted to welcome 

a new cohort of children into our reception classroom and 

our new nursery pupils this year, plus pupils who were 

previously members of the pre-school, into the Kingham 

Primary School family. We also welcome a number of new 

staff this year: Ms Rose in reception, Miss Constantinou in 

Year 2 and Miss Alleman in Year 4, along with Mrs Gallimore 

and Mrs West in our busy school office and the previous pre-

school staff to our new nursery class. 

Elsewhere in the school, all children were getting familiar 

with new classrooms and routines. Fresh topics started: from 

The Great Fire of London in Years 1 and 2, Romans in Years 3 

and 4 and the WW1/WW2 in Years 5 and 6.  

In our school grounds we have new play equipment 

installed which has been placed on play lawn, meaning we shall 

be able to use it all year round; developments in our school 

forest; new flooring in our school hall, and we shall soon be 

able to start the installation of a school library – something 

we are all very much looking forward to. 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Last year’s Cooking Club      
in action
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Sibford School 
Winning start to the term for Sibford riders: Sibford 

School equestrian 

teams got off to 

an impressive 

start at the 

beginning of the 

school year when 

they competed in 

the NSEA and 

Unaffiliated ODE 

at Swalcliffe Park 

Equestrian. Riders 

competed in three 

categories: dres-

sage, show 

jumping (over 

80cm, 90cm or 

100cm jumps) and 

cross country. 

Sibford’s 80cm team and the 90cm team both came first 

overall in the team competitions, qualifying for the National 

Championships in October. The School also achieved the top 

two places in the 80cm competition with Emma finishing first 

and Maizey taking second place. More than 400 riders took 

part in the event which took place on Sunday 9 September 

and was sponsored by Sibford School.  

Open Events: Sibford School will be holding two Open 

Events in October. On Friday 5 October there will be a 

Whole School Open Morning looking at Sibford’s provision 

for 3 to 18-year-olds. The following week, on Tuesday 16 

October, the focus will be on post-16 education when the 

school holds its annual Sixth Form Open Evening. For further 

details on either events call Elspeth on 01295 781203. 

Kingham Hill School  
Three records in a row on A Level Results Day: For the 

third year in a 

row, the School 

is celebrating 

record A level 

and GCSE results 

for its pupils. 

Nearly half of all 

A level entries at 

the school were 

graded at A* or 

A, and Year 13 

pupils received a 

98% pass rate. 

Head of Sixth 

Form, Helena 

Berkeley, said, ‘I 

am thrilled that our pupils have achieved such brilliant results 

and particularly delighted that so many have realised their 

university aspirations. There are too many individual success 

stories to mention but I am incredibly proud of all our Upper 

Sixth leavers and hope to see them back on the Hill as 

alumni’. 

Hot on the heels of the Upper Sixth Form success, GCSE 

pupils achieved a 9-4 rate of 96%. Especially impressive were 

results in English, with 85% of pupils achieving A*/A equivalent 

grades in both Language and Literature. The Languages 

department also saw an outstanding year of results with 

pupils receiving a 100% 9-7 pass rate in French and 75% 9–7 

in Spanish. 

Headmaster, Nick Seward, said, ‘Our pupils have risen to 

the challenge of more rigorous, reformed A Levels, and their 

achievements have been made possible by a phenomenally 

dedicated and talented cadre of teachers. I’m very proud of 

the young men and women this school produces. Despite 

media reports of tougher exams and tumbling pass rates, our 

Year 11 pupils have got their heads down, worked hard, and 

exceeded expectations. Their academic standards are 

matched by maturity and common sense, and they deserve 

their success’. 

T 01608 645 608 E physio@chippingnortonphysio.com

www.chippingnortonphysio.com

Physiotherapy clinic & pilates studio
A helping hand to get you back to health

Physiotherapy | Sports Massage | Pilates Classes
Visit the website for more information 

or call to speak to a member of the team

Tel 01295 781203  Sibford School OX15 5QL

www.sibfordschool.co.uk
Sibford School o昀ers an extensive, innova琀ve and diverse 

educa琀on where pupils are encouraged to ‘live adventurously’

Day pupils age 3 ~18. Boarders (full, weekly & 昀exi) from age 11.

OPEN EVENTS
Whole School: Friday 5 October from 9.15am

Sixth Form: Tuesday 16 October from 6.30pm

The 80cm winning team
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Potholes – where is compensation? 
Reading about the parking issues on Worcester Road has 

urged me to write about the abject failure of Oxfordshire 

County Council to take responsibility for the appalling state 

of potholes and damaged roads. We suffered four separate 

tyre failures on two cars due to the potholes on the main 

roads in and around Chippy which has cost us over £1000 

in repairs. We submitted legitimate claims to the Council 

with clear photographic evidence to support our claims and 

have waited patiently for 7 months for our reply. Incredibly, 

all our claims have been denied on the basis that the Council 

has not acted negligently and is therefore not liable. I quote 

verbatim: ‘I have investigated Council’s records and it is clear 

that the Council was unaware of the defect at the location 

in question at the time of your incident. Given this there 

does not appear to be any evidence to suggest that the 

County Council has acted negligently and I am unable to 

offer the compensation that you have requested’ I would be 

interested to know if any other readers have tried to claim 

for damages from the Council and if they have been 

successful or not. If the Council is not responsible for the 

appalling state of our roads, I would like to know who is. 

Mike Bliss 

Future of Chippy Town Centre 
Let’s smarten up the Town – My husband and I moved to 

Chipping Norton eight years ago because it had what 

seemed like a thriving high street. We have sadly seen many 

shops close. At one stage, working with the Experience 

Chipping Norton committee, and after explaining that I felt 

Chipping Norton did nothing to appeal to tourist who 

travelled through the Town without stopping, I was asked to 

find quotes for enlivening the entrances to the town centre, 

(eg: building or creating flower/or foliage beds on the main 

roads leading in). This I did, gave them to the committee, 

which then did nothing about it, despite other towns and 

villages creating beautiful, welcoming signs and beds. Then 

the quotes were given to the past Mayor – still no change. I 

even volunteered to water and tend any beds created, but 

with no positive result.  

Only an elite few own most of the high street properties, 

but charge exorbitant rents, which stultifies any business 

from initially even setting up. There has to be some way 

legally that this 'cartel' of owners could be brought to justice, 

either by the law or by their own consciences. Where is the 

business sense for leaving these beautiful old buildings to 

succumb to damp and decay? And why has Aldi, Marks and 

Spencers etc been able to set up in an area that is too far 

away for many to bother to walk to. No wonder the town 

centre is dying. Yes, we need more parking, yes, we need to 

get rents lowered considerably; yes, we need to entice 

tourists here too. But lethargy and a 'why bother' attitude 

seems to prevail. We have an excellent theatre, many well 

known and famous people visit, the literary festival is thriving; 

so come on, residents of Chipping Norton, let's get the Town 

looking smarter, get the tourists to feel the town is worth 

stopping in, but most importantly, let's get the rents down on 

the properties in which businesses could flourish.  

Shirley Collings 

More life needed in Town Centre – The September 

articles on ‘the High Street’ painted a worrying yet accurate 

picture. I feel that the ‘decision makers’ are attempting to 

retain the size of the commercial centre along the lines of its 

historical trading boundaries. Very unlikely, as businesses at 

the extremities of West Street and Horsefair have been 

proven to be unviable. We should accept that Chippy’s 

commercial centre should be smaller. Any retail premises east 

of the Crown and Cushion and Blue Boar, and any West 

beyond the Kings Arms should be allowed to be converted to 

residential use. Those businesses affected to be 

encouraged/assisted in moving into empty premises within 

the core town centre. There are plenty of empty premises for 

this purpose and the pace of closure appears to be escalating. 

This would make for a more vibrant and smaller centre and 

the shopping experience more pleasant and far less 

dangerous! It would attract more new residents who would 

actually live in the town centre. Not many decades ago, many 

of the shops now closing were in fact residential premises. My 

experience of living in Spain shows that attracting people to 

live ‘in town’ generates a more vibrant community who spend 

money in local businesses, who eat, drink and socialise in local 

businesses and who have a suppressing effect on local crime 

by virtue of the extra ‘eyes and ears’. Many of the colder, 

northern European countries encourage their eating and 

drinking premises to construct covered areas with open air 

heating via fires or gas heaters. This encourages all year 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those 
of the Team.
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participation by local residents rather than our British 

approach of retreating to the sitting room and watching TV. 

Increasing the town centre population would not only aid 

existing business but would also attract new businesses, 

anxious to take advantage of the business potential. We all 

love Chippy but action is needed to stem this slow demise. 

Pete Godfrey 

Reduce rental charges – Following your article about the 

Town Centre and the number of empty shops, I wonder if 

part of the reason is the high rental prices charged by 

landlords. I wonder if they can be encouraged to lower their 

prices so that small firms can afford to open a shop. Surely it 

would be better for the landlords to have the premise 

occupied and a rent being paid, better for the Town to have 

occupied premises and better for all the traders to have more 

opportunities for visitors to browse.  

Name and address supplied 

Business acumen and vision needed –  Are we living in a 

dying town? It is certainly beginning to look like that! Our 

representatives at Town and District need to take the initiative 

and show business acumen and vision, but do they have it? Yes, 

we all know the Town needs more parking – but what is being 

done? The Town needs also to be more visually attractive and 

with more outside space to support outside hospitality. Business 

rate ‘holidays’ need to be offered to new independent 

businesses setting up as well as more realistic lease/rents. You 

comment about the vacant HSBC building possibly being 

suitable for a restaurant. Perhaps it would be good to encourage 

the modern style of restaurant such as Cote or Bills which are 

a totally different ‘experience’ to our pubs and would attract 

visitors from outside the Town. A similar business, 

oakmaninns.co.uk have recently opened a new restaurant right 

in the centre of Olney (North Bucks) and is pulling people in 

from the surrounding area. Olney is a similar size to Chipping 

Norton and has a vibrant high street full of independent shops 

and it doesn’t even have a Boots or W H Smith – these 

requirements are met by independents. But to encourage the 

likes of Oakman Inns or Bills we have to be seen as a town 

moving forward and an attractive town to invest in. I am not 

sure that the suggested ‘Vaping’ shop supports this! 

Richard Collings  

Remembrance Day events 
We will be holding our Annual Remembrance 

Day Parade and Service on Sunday 11 

November. The Service in St Mary’s Church will 

start at 10.45am. Anyone requiring a Wreath 

please contact Steve Kingsford on 01295 

780716. On Saturday 10 November, we will be 

holding a Two Minutes Silence at the Town War 

Memorial in London Road at 11am; anyone 

wishing to take part please be at the War Memorial by 

10.50am. This is a special year as we will Commemorate 100 

years since the end of WWI. On 20 November the Branch 

will be holding its Annual General Meeting at the Crown & 

Cushion Hotel, Chipping Norton at 8pm, all welcome. 

Mike Dixon, British Legion, Chipping Norton Branch 

SSAFA thanks 
The draw for the raffle of two patchwork quilts to raise funds 

for SSAFA took place on 27 August at Blenheim Palace. The 

winning tickets were 0521 for the first prize and 1972 for the 

second. The draw was kindly done by Heather Carter, head of 

operations at Blenheim. A huge thank you to her and the 

Chipping Norton community, surrounding villages and also 

Witney for their support. Special thanks to Trish at Nash’s 

Bakery, the Co-op and Sainsburys for their help in allowing me 

to sell tickets on their premises. Money raised was £950. SSAFA 

is a charity caring for soldiers, sailors, airmen and their families 

whether serving or retired and has done so since 1885. 

Glennis Morris 
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What a season 2018 proved to be – the extended 

period of settled, warm weather made this 

summer a real winner for The Lido, with record-

breaking numbers of visitors. The season ended in 

now traditional fashion with our sell-out Dog 

Swim. Always fun, in a canine mayhem way, this 

year’s event again attracted dogs and their 

owners from near and far, including a couple of 

TV stars. 

It was a real pleasure to welcome Countryfile’s 

Adam Henson and his dogs to the event, and local 

canine hero, Eddy, may be more famous to younger 

viewers of Channel 5’s Milkshake in his CGI form 

as a co-star of Shane the Chef, but looks as if the 

real him (pictured  right) enjoyed his swim. 

That’s it for this year but, while it’s closed, please 

remember The Lido is run as a charity by the 

community for the community, so please support 

it by donating directly via www.Totalgiving.com 

and/or as you shop online via 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido  

We look forward to seeing you again next  April. 

Claire Williamson 

LOCAL NEWS

Doggy takeover at Chippy’s LidoDoggy takeover at Chippy’s Lido

October (News out Monday 1 October) 

2nd Railway Club  7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p25 
3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms - 
see p26 

4th Cotswold Gate Recreation Equipement Display 3-5pm 
Glyme Hall - see p4 

6th Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 - details p14 
Sunshine Cat Rescue Jumble Sale 11.30am-1.30pm 
Milton-u-Wychwd Vill Hall ~ www.sunshinecatrescue.org.uk 
Supper & Quiz St Andrews Church Gt Rollright - see p11 

Barn Dance Friends of St Mary’s Church - advert p7 
7th Rambling Club 2pm - meet New St Car Park see p25 

CRAG Concert 3pm Charlbury - see p21 
8th Local History Society  - note new time of 2pm - see p23 

CN Folk Club 8pm in Enstone - see p24 
10th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Neurology ICU 

Ward at the JR Hospital 
CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see ps23-24 

11th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p25 
12th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 
13th Cemetery Clear Up 10am - see ps9-10 

The People’s Gallery Exhibition 7-9pm The Health 
Centre - see p20 
Screen by the Green film in Churchill -  see p4 

15th West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p24 

Amateur Astronomy Group  7.30 Methodist Hall - A 

closer look at Star Clusters - details: www.cnaag.com 

17th Horticultural Association 7.30pm Methodist Hall 

see p26 

18th Green Drinks with Transition CN 8pm CN Chequers - 

note change of venue 

19th Ascott before the Martyrs 7.30 Tiddy Hall - see p6  

Great Rollright Bingo 7.30 - see p6 for details 

20th Methodist Church Autumn Bazaar stalls 10.30-12 & 

lunches 12-1 ~ in aid of Church funds. 

21st Apple Day noon-3pm details p9 

25th CN Flower Club 7.30 Lower Town Hall see p24 

27th Society of Recorder Players 2.30-5pm in Sandford 

St Martin Parish Hall. Call 683550 for details 

N Cots Chamber Choir Lo the full, final sacrifice 7.30 

Hook Norton tickets: Jaffé & Neale or www.nc3.org.uk 

November (News out Monday 29 October) 

1st Talk of the Town: Famous People, Celebrities & 
Eccentrics of Chipping Norton - Alan Brain at 6.30pm 

in The Library - details p13 

4th Rambling Club NB meet Winter time of 1.30pm - see p25 

All Souls Service 3pm St Mary’s Church see p6 

6th WWI Window Competition judging details p8 

Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p25 

7th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners see p26 

8th Amnesty:  Write for Rights evening - see p25 

9th Town Hall Charity Disco 7.30-midnight - see p8




