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The path is now set for Chipping 
Norton to get 1200 new homes up 
beyond Tank Farm – and a 
controversial ‘Relief Road’. District 
Councillors approved the much 
debated Local Plan on 26 September 
– with 26 votes in support but 14 
against or abstaining. Our councillors 
explain their differing positions.  

Stop to speculators? 
After much delay, supporters say this 
will stop land speculation and bring 
important infrastructure investment. 
Objectors, including Chippy’s Mayor 
and Town Council, still say it’s too 
much too fast, and they don’t back 
the new road, set to drive through 
town allotments. The William Fowler 
Trustees are unhappy!  

New housing plans 
... and it’s all starting to happen. In 

this issue we report on Bloor 

Homes buying the land for 100 new 

homes up the London Road, news of 

development on the empty old 

Hospital & Chestnuts sites – and, 

amidst local concerns, talk of more 

houses on 11 acres behind The Leys.   
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Race for Life!

News & Features in this issue:  
• Wellfest – Cancer Journey Man’s  healthy advice 

• Up the Worcester Rd – spotlight on new businesses 

• Ideas from Frome – a thriving Market Town 

• Celebrating 50 years of our German Exchange 

• End of an era – Chipping Norton Rotary closes 

• Local burglaries – police prevention advice 

• Town tributes to friends who have passed away 
Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools & Letters   

 WODC vote gives go ahead for controversial 
Chippy expansion

It’s official
c3000 now

+1200

1200 homes

Local Cancer Research UK supporters notch up a 
record fundraising run – complete with pet dogs 
and tortoises. See report and photo on p5.

Remembrance:The Town marks the             
100 years since the end of WWI



Window competition & Town disco 
To mark 100 years since World War I, Chipping Norton’s 

Mayor and Mayoress are encouraging shops, businesses and 

private homes in the Town Centre to create respectful 

window displays of remembrance.  Let the Town Clerk’s office 

know so you can enter. Judging is on Tuesday 6 November. 

Winners will be announced at a Town Hall charity disco from 

7.30 on Friday 9 November. The theme will be ‘Armed Forces’ 

and it is hoped that people will come dressed appropriately! 

Tickets £10 from Town Council Guildhall offices and West 

Street Newsagents. 

A precious letter to Daddy 
On 10 November 1918, 8-year-old Ethel Burbidge, living in 

Chipping Norton, wrote this pencil letter to her father 

Frederick stationed in the Royal Naval Air Service, in 

Cornwall, on the eve of the day peace ‘broke out’. For millions, 

11 November meant the end of an horrific war with untold 

suffering; for Ethel it meant a half day off school. 
Dear Daddy, 
I hope you are 
getting better. I 
have got some good 
news to tell you 

that the war is going to be over tomorrow at Eleven O’clock. If the 
Germans don’t say yes we shall go on fighting. I expect we shall 
have a half day from school. I have not had a letter from you this 
week but mummy told us that you could not sit in bed to write to 
us. I am getting on very well at school and music lessons. I hope 
you will soon be able to come home to stay. I expect you will feel 
very funny in your other 
clothes like you use to wear 
before you went away. I can 
not think of any more now so 
Goodbye from your daughter.    
xxx xxxx Ethel xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Chipping Norton’s 

Paul Burbidge, Ethel’s 

nephew, recently 

found the letter in his 

loft. He told the News 
that Ethel lived in 

Market Street and 

later Diston’s Lane at 

the Apiary. She 

worked as a solicitor’s 

clerk, never married, 

played the Baptist 

Church organ and 

died aged 68 in the 

Baptist Manse in 

Churchill Road. Her 

father, Frederick, one 

of three sons of 

Burbidge & Sons, the builders firm, survived the war, dying in 

1950. His great grand-daughter (Paul’s daughter), Commander 

Kay Burbidge RN, is carrying on the naval tradition of her 

great grandfather. Previously CO of 829 Squadron, RNAS 

Culdrose, she is currently based at Portsmouth.  
Thanks to Paul Burbidge & Pauline Watkins, Chipping Norton Museum 

parade, salute, and reception at the Town Hall. For wreaths 

please contact Steve Kingsford on 01295 780716. On 

Saturday 10 November, the British Legion holds a Two 

Minutes Silence at the Town War Memorial in London Road 

at 11am; please be there by 10.50am. New commemorative 

gates have been installed as a tribute to a lost generation (see 

picture) and to mark the 100 years since the end of WWI. Full 

story and Remembrance Day report next month. On 20 

November the RBL Chipping Norton Branch will hold its 

AGM at the Crown & Cushion Hotel at 8pm, all welcome. 

Marking the end of WWI 

The end of the First World War saw celebration but mainly 

relief and grief for towns such as Chipping Norton, with 

limited disruption to daily life but over 100 local husbands, 

sons and brothers dying. In 1918 a memorial was put up in the 

Parish Church. Later the London Road memorial was built.  

There were respectful peace celebrations, and services of 

thanksgiving. The War Memorial cottage hospital was opened 

in 1920, supported by Mr A P Walford, the Brassey family and 

the Town. Now in 2018, the British Legion has completed the 

‘Poppy Trail’ with plaques on the homes of those who lost 

their lives. A booklet, with stories of men lost, is available from 

the Crown & Cushion and Legion stalls during Poppy Days 

(£5 donation). Copies will also be distributed to town schools 

and youth organisations.  
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Remembrance Day events 
The Annual Remembrance Day Service is on Sunday                        

11 November in St Mary’s Church at 10.45am, followed by

Chipping Norton remembers ...

 The end of the Great War: wounded soldiers on the Town Hall steps 
where in 1919 Mayor Toy read a thanksgiving message from the King 

‘For your tomorrow, we gave our today’ – Ruby and Isla with 
Nana Carol tidy up before the blessing of the new gates

Frederick and family in about 1918 – 
Ethel is seated on the left
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Pirouettes at Penhurst! 
On 19 September, Alison Maxwell, who runs adult ballet 

classes at Glyme Hall, accompanied by two of her students, 

visited Penhurst Care Home in Chipping Norton. Several 

residents and staff were delighted to watch the display of port 

de bras, adage and a quicker enchainement (sequence of 

steps), all accompanied by familiar ballet music. The more 

elderly ladies were then encouraged to join in some seated 

arm and foot ballet exercises which were much enjoyed! Tutus 

and pointe shoes were later passed around for inspection and 

Alison donned her own pair and gave a demonstration to the 

amazement of all present. Audrey Henderson-Sowerby, 

Penhurst’s Leisure and Wellness Co-ordinator, thanked Alison 

and her students and for the fact that this was the third time 

they had visited. And it won’t be the last, judging by the fun 

had by everybody. 

Chippy growth now ‘official’ 
We can at last 

be certain how 

future growth 

in West 

Oxfordshire – 

and Chippy – 

will pan out 

after WODC 

voted in 

September to 

approve their 

Local Plan. It 

meets a housing 

target for the 

District of 15,950 new homes up to 2031. The long and rocky 

road included a Government Inspector asking the Council to 

increase the original homes target. They found land for 

another 5,450 new homes and identified 5 strategic housing 

sites: East and West Witney, two areas near Eynsham and, of 

course, in Chippy, where the numbers proposed rose from 

600 to 1,200 in the East Chipping Norton Strategic 

Development Area between Banbury Road and Glyme Lane. 

Twenty-four District Councillors voted for the plan and eight 

voted against, with six abstentions, mainly reflecting local 

disquiet about specific allocations. Chippy’s Conservative 

Councillor Guy Wall voted in favour. Labour’s Geoff Saul and 

Laetisia Carter voted against (see box on p4). 

What happens next for the East Chipping Norton Strategic 

Development Area? WODC is preparing a Supplementary 

Planning Document (SPD), to guide the development, setting 

high level parameters with which the development should 

Get ready for snow! 
With November here, it’s time again for Chipping Norton to 

get itself to battle stations for winter snow and ice. The Town 

Council’s volunteer Snow Committee is again being led by 

Cllr Mike Tysoe – and he would still like to hear from 

volunteers ready to help out with digging snow and shovelling 

grit – particularly to keep our roads clear. He also needs 

volunteers with cars and tow bars that can pull spreaders. Let 

the Town Clerk or Mike Tysoe (mtysoe50@me.com or 

643028) know if you can help – and younger blood is 

particularly welcome! 

20 mph consultation starts 
After the recent work led by Chipping 

Norton Town Council’s Traffic Advisory 

Committee, who raised road safety concerns, 

Oxfordshire County Council have started a 

formal consultation on the plan for 20mph 

zones on all the main roads the town centre. 

Full details on www.oxfordshire,gov.uk under 

consultations. Objections to the proposals 

and other representations may be sent in by 

completing the online questionnaire, via email or in writing 

(quoting ref: CM/12.6.166) by 2 November. A Cabinet decision 

will then follow.  

Town Solicitors closing 
Banbury-based law firm Johnson & Gaunt bought the business 

of Dyakowski Gafford (based at 2 New Street in Chipping 

Norton) in August 2015 and relaunched it under their own 

brand in January this year. They have now announced the 

closure of that office. They said, ‘Unfortunately, largely due to 

recruitment market conditions since then, we have been 

unable to recruit permanent solicitors for the Chipping 

Norton office. This has resulted in reliance upon locums 

which has not provided continuity for our Chipping Norton 

clients. This is not the standard of service we wish to continue 

to provide to those clients. As a result, we have reluctantly 

decided that we cannot continue to staff the Chipping 

Norton office permanently beyond 31 October 2018. We 

have been in direct contact with as many of our current 

clients as possible to inform them and to tell them that their 

files will be transferred across to our office in Banbury. We 

believe that transferring clients over to the Banbury office will 

enable us to continue to provide our consistent high quality 

services.’ Anyone with queries can contact Johnson Gaunt on 

01295 759400 or at enquiries@johnsongaunt.co.uk. This 

leaves only one solicitor in Chippy – and another empty 

building – see Letters p35. 

Harper’s plan now approved  
A planning application by the owners of the empty old 

Harpers building has finally been approved on appeal after the 

original plan was refused by West Oxfordshire District 

Council. The plan is for 13 dwellings above and behind a shop 

continuing on the ground floor. Chippy Town Council had also 

objected on parking grounds (not enough spaces for all the 

homes) but apparently the County Council has changed their 

view on lack of parking, suggesting parking in or near the 

town centre can be used.  

c3000 now

1200 new homes & relief road on the East of 
Town by 2031 in the approved Local Plan 

+1200

Chippy’s expansion plan

Alison Maxwell (left) with her ballet ‘students’  
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Makeover at Bitter & Twisted 
Bitter and Twisted, the popular bar 

and restaurant in the centre of 

Chipping Norton, has had a 

makeover after a short closure in 

early October. All the inside 

furniture has been replaced with a 

new colour scheme and layout, 

plus the much enjoyed balcony, 

where you can 

while away time 

ove r- l ook i n g  

the market 

place, has also 

been spruced 

up. The indoor 

colour scheme 

– formerly a 

distinctive pink 

– has been 

replaced by a 

green theme with a more flexible layout for both drinking and 

eating. Proprietor Rob Normanton has been at B&T for over 

eight years having previously been chef at Whistlers just along 

Middle Row. Rob has taken over the long lease from long-

standing owner Vanessa Main and wants to continue to be at 

the heart of Chipping Norton’s leisure scene. At the 

reopening on a Friday evening in October, the place was 

packed with many regulars. An enthusiastic Rob was there 

celebrating with his own family and many guests, all toasting 

the ‘new’ B&T. Rob told the News that he was delighted with 

the changes but aims to keep up the ‘Bitter & Twisted 

difference’ in this well-used bar–kitchen–cocktail venue which 

will continue to give a warm welcome to both existing and 

new clientele. 

Development behind The Leys? 
Just when you thought the furore over new development in 

the Town was settled for a while, along comes the possibility 

of more new homes in an unexpected location – this time on 

land that runs along the south west side of The Leys. Fisher 

German estate agents in Banbury are offering for sale No 34 

Churchill Road together with 11 acres (4.5 hectares) of land 

that wraps around Lords Piece Road and runs down the 

south-west side of The Leys to Station Road. Currently 

occupied by a 4-bedroomed house, the land has streams, 

ponds and woodland. The sales particulars describe the 

property as ‘clearly having some strategic development 

potential’ in the light of ‘its positive pre-application 

submission’ to WODC planners although this may apply only 

to the top area of the plot. They also say that a sale subject to 

planning permission will not be acceptable, and that a claw-

back of 20% of any uplift in value on part of the land and of 

30% on the remainder will operate for 30 years. The then 

Mayor and Town Councillors were approached by agents for 

a potential developer in September 2017 looking at a possible 

45 homes and, as we have previously reported, made it clear 

that they would not support a large-scale development here. 

However, the agents told the News that there was interest 

from private individuals and from national and local 

comply. The promoters of the site are working on a masterplan 

and, if the Council finds this acceptable, it could be 

incorporated. Initially, an Issues Paper goes to WODC’s cabinet 

this month setting out the main issues, constraints and 

opportunities. They’ll ask for our views and take these into 

account in a draft SPD document for further consultation at a 

later date. So, look out for your chance to contribute to this 

Planning Guidance in the next couple of months. 

Thursday 29th November 6pm – 8pm 
Friday 30th November from 2pm – 8pm 

Saturday 1st December from 10am – 8pm 
Sunday 2nd December from 2pm – 5pm 

Christmas Tree Festival 
Tea & Coffee 

Lunches 
Cake & Craft 

Stalls 
Preserves

METHODIST 
CHURCH  

Chipping Norton

Opening 
Ceremony              

Thurs 29th Nov  
6pm

(with Circuit Service at 6pm)
All proceeds in aid of Chipping Norton and Stow                  

Methodist Circuit

Disabled 
access

Councillors explain Local Plan vote  
FOR – Conservative’s Guy Wall – ‘We’ve been 

bombarded by opportunist developers trying to build on 

unsuitable sites, with no new jobs or real affordable 

housing. Without a Local Plan these applications have been 

won on appeal, taking planning control away from our local 

Councils. I know that the idea of 1,200 houses in Chipping 

Norton is a daunting prospect, but over 20 years it is 60 

houses per year, just over what is currently being built. But 

we’ll get real funding, infrastructure, affordable/social 

housing and employment that our town needs. We now 

have a 17–20 year land supply on a strategic site, with 8 

hectares of employment, a new school, new infrastructure 

and hundreds of affordable homes. I was happy to vote in 

support of adopting the Local Plan.’ 

AGAINST – Labour’s Geoff Saul – ‘The Local Plan is 

flawed in many respects and doesn’t serve Chipping 

Norton well. The doubling of homes at Tank Farm to 1,200 

was driven, not by the needs of Chipping Norton, but by 

the requirement to increase the District's housing numbers 

irrespective of the ability of the Town’s infrastructure to 

cope. The Labour Group favoured a more dispersed 

housing strategy, with Parish Councils producing their own 

community plans for truly affordable homes for local 

people, potentially generating 500 homes. Ironically, 

Carterton, which had been arguing for more development, 

is allocated comparatively little. Laetisia Carter and I voted 

against the Local Plan in opposition to many of its features, 

whilst knowing that there were sufficient votes in support 

for the Local Plan to be approved.’ 

Rob & family celebrate the reopening
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developers, with one viewing the property three times. One 

offer has been rejected, but agents are confident of securing 

a deal soon.  

Grants for town organisations 
Chipping Norton Town Council has agreed to award £26,000 

during 2018/19 to town charity and voluntary bodies which 

had requested support. Larger grants include: Lido and 

Theatre £4,000 each; Museum £3,000; Lawrence Team, Scout 

Jamboree, and Home Start £2,000 each; Glyme Hall, Skater 

Club, Villager Bus and Green Gym all £1,000. Others included 

Comedy Club, Gateway Club, Lights Up, Music Festival, Ox 

Ass for Blind, St Mary’s Church and School collaboration, and 

the Town Festival. 

WOWI’s new monthly café  
A chance conversation between two 

friends has resulted in a joint venture 

between West Oxfordshire WI and 

Chippy Methodist Church. Sue Leeming 

from the WI wanted to start a drop-in 

café on a Sunday and Celia Storry (WI 

and Methodist Church) said, ‘I’m sure 

the Church would help’. So October 

saw the first session, with the Church 

providing a heated room and tea and 

coffee and the WI providing lots of 

their famous cakes and a friendly 

welcome from their members. The aim 

is to offer cake, company and a chat to 

anyone who is at a loose end on the 

first Sunday of the month, from 2-3.30pm. It is open to 

everyone, young or old, men and women. Among the 

first visitors were a French couple and their children 

who were exploring Chippy and just passing the 

entrance. There were nearly 40 ‘customers’ at the 

first session and the WI hope that they will come 

back and bring their friends along. The next 

dates are 4 November and           

9 December.  

Please note the 

latter date is the 

second Sunday of month. 

Lights up at Fairytale Farm 
Fairytale Farm Illuminated Evenings are taking place again in 

the run up to Christmas. The Farm will be lit up on Saturdays 

and Sundays from 13 October to 23 December and on 

Monday 24 December, staying open until one hour after dusk. 

‘The entire Enchanted Walk will become a magical 

wonderland of fairy lights’ says owner Nick Laister. Nick 

encourages evening visitors to arrive as close to 5pm as 

possible: ‘The adventure and animal areas will close at dusk as 

the lights come on … so make sure you don’t miss all that 

Fairytale Farm has to offer in the daylight’. Normal opening 

hours operate during the week. There’ll be a reduced 

admission price from 4pm. On event nights, an illuminations 

and supper package is on offer at £6.25 and The Beanstalk 

Café will be open throughout. More information and advance 

entry tickets at info@fairytalefarm.co.uk. Annual pass holders 

can visit for free as many times as they like. 

Record runners for CRUK 
The 9th Annual 

Alternative Race 

for Life in Hook 

Norton on 7 

October attracted 

a record 200 

runners raising 

over £1250 for 

Cancer Relief UK. 

The race started and finished at the Sun Inn and our thanks 

go to them for welcoming so many families with their pet 

dogs and the now customary tortoises (pictured). Many of 

those running have been touched by cancer and we were 

joined by the family of Charlotte Taylor, our fundraising 

colleague who passed away last year, and Ruairi Hackland, a 

two-year-old with a rare cancer, and his family and supporters 

from Hooky. More on Facebook page /hookyraceforlife. 

Graham Raven 

Shops ahoy at ‘Windmill Square’ 
Things are now happening apace at the new mini-shopping 

precinct on the London Road. With the buildings now almost 

finished, the arrival of a Marks & Spencer Food Hall – 

promised ‘by Christmas’ – is awaited. The last publicised plan 

was also to include a Mountain Warehouse, Costa Coffee and 

a pets’ supply shop. Final dates and details should be available 

next month. Meanwhile, the Town Council was asked what 

they thought about calling the place ‘Windmill Court’. The 

name ‘Windmill Square’ was suggested as, according to 
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Students volunteer in Africa 
During the summer a team of ten Kingham Hill School Sixth 

Formers and staff travelled to Chingola in Zambia to work at 

a Primary School at Eden Farm, a man-made village that 

provides a safe home environment for up to 250 orphaned 

and vulnerable children. The Primary School was opened 

earlier this year, so the Kingham team were able to paint the 

largest classroom block. Then they spent time with the 

children, helping with teaching in a number of subjects, 

including sport and craft lessons. The Sports Day they 

organised was so popular that they were asked to run 

another the following week. Before going to Zambia, the team 

had worked hard fundraising, with cake sales, non-uniform 

days and sponsored triathlons. They raised £4500 which was 

divided between Life Support and Eden Farm. A team member 

reflected, ‘We found the work on the farm very rewarding and 

the Zambian people we met were very warm and friendly, a 

real joy to be with’. 

Meanwhile, a team of nine teenagers and Youth Leaders 

from St Mary’s Church were also volunteering during the 

summer, this time in Kenya. They were working with the Rafiki 

Thabo Foundation, a Chippy-based charity which sponsors 

young people through secondary education in Kenya, Uganda 

and Lesotho. They stayed at St Bartholomew’s Boys 

Secondary School in Voi, involved in painting buildings, planting 

trees and sharing in lessons. They had taken out lots of sports 

equipment and coached the boys to use it. They also shared 

their computer skills with the boys. A visit to the primary 

school gave them the chance to give out small toys to 

children, all received with much excitement. Their host was 

Bishop Liverson who introduced them to many local people. 

They were even invited to a local wedding, being treated as 

special guests. They said that they were overwhelmed with 

people’s generosity despite their having very little material 

wealth. The whole experience was one where ‘we learned a 

lot about ourselves, our perspective on life and our faith from 

encountering so many amazing people in Kenya’. 

councillors, it is not a ‘court’. The name comes from the fact 

there was, in the 19th century, a 'post style' windmill at map 

ref SP318272, towards the end of Cooper Close and the top 

of Rock Hill. It would have been of timber construction, so 

there are no remains to be seen. 

Recently, new street names have been named after 

notable Chipping Norton citizens (for example, Evans Way 

after a recent Mayor and County Councillor), and the Town 

Council has a significant role in suggesting new ones. Past-

Mayor Cicely Maunder wrote to the News reminding us that 

not long ago a group of local historians with long experience 

and knowledge of the Town, compiled a list of suggested 

notable names and gave it to the Town Council. Cicely adds a 

few further suggestions: Tommy Aldridge, ‘our own Steptoe. 

What a character on his horse and cart’; Bennett, for 

generations of builders in the Town, building many council 

houses and others; Scarsbrook, ‘believed to be the oldest 

family in the Town, Sydney always said over 400 years’; Hunt, 

‘town auctioneers for decades, David Hunt being the 

youngest ever Borough Mayor’. Let the Town Clerk know if 

you have other suggestions.  

Replacing ‘Joe Benfield’s seat’  
The action to replace 

the old bench under 

the Chestnut tree in 

Market Place with 

modern benches 

seems to have 

pleased former Mayor 

Cicely Maunder, even 

if it was not like the 

old round one. She 

had been on the Town Council when campaigning to replace 

the seat before that – hoped to last for around 30 years. She 

said the round one was ‘Joe Benfield’s seat’ pointing out that 

Joe was a Town Council member and local businessman who, 

for many years, ran a second-hand furniture shop in what was 

the Highlands shop and later in the Salvation Army Citadel – 

now The Theatre. Cicely said, ‘He spent many hours on this 

seat from where he could keep an eye on his shop while 

holding court and putting the Town right. I do hope that the 

other seat will be dedicated to him’.  

100 homes on the way 
It looks as though land next to the Cricket Club, which has 

outline planning permission for up to 100 new homes, could 

be built upon soon. Developer Bloor Homes has applied for 

planning permission to erect an advertising sign at the 

entrance, announcing they have acquired the land. Next, Bloor 

Homes should apply for full planning permission to develop 

the site. The legal agreement attached to outline planning 

permission requires 40% of the homes to be ‘affordable’. Of 

these at least 66% are to be Affordable Rented and the 

remainder Shared Ownership. Of the homes for rent 65% are 

for single people, couples, small families and older people, so 

mainly 1 and 2-bedroomed, whilst 35% of the ‘affordable’ 

homes are for families of 4 people or more. Bloor Homes are 

currently advertising developments of 2, 3, 4 and 5-

bedroomed homes in Banbury, Long Hanborough, Bourton 

and Witney for sale between £232,000 and £420,000. 
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End of an era at Rotary Club 
After running for over 50 years, the Rotary Club 

of Chipping Norton is closing down at the 

end of December. With membership down 

to nine, they can no longer do what is 

required of a Rotary Club. Formed in July 

1963, the Club met for many years at The 

Fox, moved to the Bowls Club in 1998, then the 

Masons Arms at Swerford in 2010 before moving 

back into town to the Crown & Cushion in 2016. Initially the 

Club was a way for business people to network while doing 

things for the local community – and was the epitome of a 

Gentleman’s Dining Club. This started changing in the 1990s 

when networking started moving on-line and Rotary Clubs 

became places for like-minded friends to meet and give 

something back to their community by raising money for 

charitable causes. By the millennium the Club had completely 

changed its old profile, although the aura of elitism was 

something it was unable to shake off.  

Between 2000 and 2015, Chipping Norton Rotary Club 

raised about £10,000 annually for good and charitable causes 

by organising events – the annual Art Exhibition from 2000-

2006; Jazz Day, energetically organised by the late Mike 

Howes, which became the Chipping Norton Jazz Festival, and 

ran for 14 years; Race Night; Christmas Co-op Challenge; a 

Bonfire Night Fireworks Display for five years; and latterly the 

Town Festival which Rotary ran for six years from 2012 to 

2016. The Club has also run 

a public speaking 

competition, Youth Speaks, 

for 20 years and has 

supported Chipping Norton 

Music Festival with 

bursaries for the best young 

musician and best youth jazz 

band for many years. 

Unfortunately, this type 

of organisation has not 

caught the imagination of 

younger people, and it has 

been harder and harder to 

recruit new blood. Now 

there are too few members 

for the Club to be 

sustainable. There are still clubs locally – Banbury, Burford, 

Witney and Woodstock – and remaining Chippy members will 

be joining other clubs. The Town unfortunately will no longer 

have the Rotary charitable hand to help. However, if you are 

someone who wants to join others and raise money for local 

and international charities, and be part of an international 

group who continue to make a difference, Rotary is still 

available – and you can start your own club in the format you 

want. For information, contact Simon Hamilton on 07896 

326149 or simon.tankerman@gmail.com. 

Simon Hamilton 

This was my first visit to Frome, 13 

miles south of Bath. With 26,000 

inhabitants it is four times the size 

of Chippy, but with striking 

similarities.: a market town, very 

hilly, poor public transport, an 

economy based originally on sheep, 

with industrial decline and closure 

of major employers,  a relatively 

static population but a recent influx 

of newcomers … etc. It’s even on 

the A361! I noticed immediately its 

vibrancy: the many independent 

retailers (74%), lack of empty shops 

(3%), bustling streets (footfall twice 

the national average), the numerous 

community initiatives and long lists 

of local events. And everywhere I 

went, everyone I spoke to was a 

brilliant ambassador for the place 

and life in the town. There had been 

no government initiative, no 

massive EU funding; everything I saw 

and learnt about was a grass roots 

initiative. Could some of these ideas 

be transferable to our own town? 

Here are some things I noted: 

 • Frome Town Council: composed entirely of 

Independent Councillors and promoting many 

of these initiatives. 

 • Frome Independent: a not-for-profit social 

enterprise Makers’ Market filling the town 

centre on a Sunday each month March to Dec. 

 • ‘You’re welcome’ scheme:  promoting use of 

loos and free water refills across town. 

 • Pixie: a payment app giving shoppers points for 

using local independent businesses. 

 • Community Fridge: for unwanted fresh foods 

and retailers’ food at sell-by date. 

 • Share Shop:  with things to rent at nominal sums. 

 • Plastic Free Frome: where retailers fill 

customers own containers and bags. 

 • Crumbs: food awards. 

 • Discover Frome: visitor information site. 

Life in a Market Town 

After recent debate on Chippy’s Town Centre – one News team member found herself in Somerset market town 
Frome – and reported what she found. 

Do you know other successful market towns? Chippy too, of course, has some great initiatives with many hard working supporters – 
can we co-ordinate and promote them together? Comments welcome.

Underneath you can find 

disgruntlement about ‘newcomers’ 

and ‘the place becoming too 

alternative’, but the town had been 

dying a slow death before it heaved 

itself up. The Town Council has an 

independent ‘health check’ each 

year to alert them to signs of 

decline. It is now rated ‘the best 

place to live in the south west’ by 

The Sunday Times, dubbed ‘the least 

lonely town in Britain’ by The 
Telegraph and ‘the capital of flat pack 

democracy and grass roots politics’ 

by The Guardian. They can’t all be 

wrong. The Frome Independent 

strapline ‘Something Wonderful will 

Happen’ seems to sum up the 

positive, hopeful, forward thinking 

aspirations and atmosphere that I 

encountered – in a town that 

believes in itself. And somehow it all 

felt up-front, co-ordinated and 

accessible. Why not pay a visit, 

ideally on the first Sunday of the 

month. Perhaps we can learn from 

Frome and other market towns. 

Frome market

Rotarian Mike Howes pictured 
at Jazz Day with his grandson
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mainly apply to empty properties, those occupied by under 

18s, annexes occupied by dependent relatives or properties 

occupied by the severely mentally handicapped. The WODC 

consultation at www.westoxon.gov.uk/CTRS. Paper copies 

from WODC at the Guildhall in Chipping Norton. The 

consultation deadline is 9 November. Any policy changes are 

to come into effect from April 2019. 

MP repays expenses 
Local MP Robert Courts has been asked by the Parliamentary 

Commissioner for standards to repay around £3,000 of 

expenses for ‘misuse’ of official stationery and postage-paid 

envelopes. The Oxford Times reported that a constituent had 

complained after receiving a letter from Mr Courts with 

updates of his news and a survey inviting residents to share 

views on development issues in Eynsham – where there is a 

large new development planned. Under the MPs’ Code of 

Conduct they are not allowed to include newsletters in pre-

paid envelopes. Mr Courts was quoted as saying the letter 

was ‘innocuous’, the rules were ‘vaguely drafted’ but that he 

had ‘made a mistake’.  

Southerndown’s poppy display 
To mark the centenary of the 

end of WWI, Southerndown 

residents decided to make a 

truly special poppy display this 

year – outdoors with 100 

handcrafted plastic poppies. To 

help, they invited a group from 

the local RAF to join them for 

the day. The residents were so 

pleased with the finished 

poppies they planted them at 

the front of the building! For a 

fantastic inside idea they made 

a poppy dress consisting of 

handmade knitted and crochet 

poppies that the residents, family members, staff and the local 

community have lovingly made. Residents and staff at 

Southerndown would like to say a massive thank you to 

everyone who has helped us with poppy making – a huge 

success and poignant way to mark the centenary.  

Sandra Maskell 

Helping with Dementia 
Guideposts Lights Up sessions support people with dementia 

and differ substantially from conventional day care, focusing 

mostly on creative arts. They provide time away from home, 

offering people living with dementia and their carers, the 

chance to have a normal morning twice a month. Led by local 

artists, dementia specialists and supported by local volunteers, 

Lights Up sociable groups are filled with creative activities, 

shared with laughter and fun. Sessions are run in Chipping 

Norton 10.30am-12.30pm at Highlands in Burford Road on 

the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month. Other sessions are 

available in Carterton, Woodstock, and Witney. Sessions cost 

£5 each (carers free), ending with refreshments and cake! For 

more about Lights Up and other services in Oxfordshire 

contact Kelly on 01993 893560 or email 

KGough@guideposts.org.uk. 

Vaping emporium opens 
A new ‘vaping’ shop, Purple 

Haze, has been opened in 

Chipping Norton’s High 

Street by Andy and Caroline 

Adams, who feel that there is 

a potential demand for this 

increasingly used product. 

The couple are from the 

local area and know it well, 

and are optimistic about 

their new business venture. 

The UK Vaping Industry 

Association (UKVIA) 

reported in June that there 

were already around 2,000 

UK vaping outlets and that 

the number was likely to 

grow ‘exponentially, mir-

roring the growth of coffee 

and mobile phone shops’. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council tax relief for poor 
West Oxfordshire District Council is consulting with 

residents about amendments to its Council Tax Reduction 

Scheme, which could completely exempt poorest residents 

from council tax payments. The changes proposed include 

firstly, introducing a banded scheme which would see a simple 

flat rate percentage discount awarded, depending on a 

person’s total weekly ‘net’ income. Secondly, all child 

maintenance payments would be ignored when calculating 

weekly income. Residents identified as vulnerable or receiving 

state pension will not be affected. According to 

www.totaljobs.com, current Council Tax reductions can 

already be claimed for those who have a low income or no 

income and savings below £16,000 and are liable for Council 

Tax. A discount of 25% is available for single households even 

if you have, say, an over 18 in full-time education. Exemptions 

Caroline Adams outside her shop

E-cigarettes and vaping 
Information note: according to recent research, 

E-cigarettes and vaping devices are more 

popular with teens than cigarettes. The first 

e-cig was patented in the 1960s, but the 

device didn’t take off until the 2000s. An NHS 

advice website says, ‘E-cigarettes, also known 

as vapes, are one of the more recent stop 

smoking aids. An estimated 2.9 million adults 

in Great Britain use an e-cigarette, known as vaping. They 

can be particularly effective as a stop smoking aid when 

combined with expert face-to-face support.’ An 

independent review of latest evidence, published by Public 

Health England earlier this year, suggests at least 20,000 

people a year are quitting with the help of E-cigarettes. 

Proponents claim they are not nearly as damaging as 

tobacco cigarettes, but there some remain health risks 

with E-cigarettes and vaping. Some recent research 

suggests that teenagers starting with vaping may be more 

likely to go on to smoke full cigarettes. Sales are still 

restricted to over 18s and advertising is not permitted.  
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ChippyWellFest – a huge success 
Nick Parker, the 

‘cancer journeyman’ 

featured in July’s News, 
introduced Chippy 

WellFest to a packed 

house at Chippy 

Theatre in September, 

billed as a ‘unique day 

of talks to open minds 

and challenge under-

standing around 

lifestyle, health and wellbeing’. Nick (pictured) thanked local 

agency, mark-making* for their imaginative branding and 

introduced a dynamic and imaginative day. Each of twelve 

speakers talked of their own personal journey including 

through stroke, cancer, bereavement, ME and depression – or 

what had driven them to become a health practitioner with 

personal insights into wellbeing. Special guest Michael 
McIntyre (not the famous one but still quite some act) 

inspired with an amusing and irreverent recollection of his 

recent recovery from a severe stroke and how important his 

family and friends, including Nick, were as he recuperated, 

along with the odd can of Guinness! Nick himself effused 

about completely turning his life around – changing many 

things with marginal gains including diet, spirituality, sleep and 

lifestyle. This has seen him thrive three years on from his 

initial serious diagnosis of Stage 4 prostate cancer when 

doctors suggested palliative care would be his best option.  

A GP, Clare Wyld, gave some disturbing facts about the 

levelling-off of life expectancy, the rise of obesity and Type 2 

diabetes as challenges to the NHS, while Jess Goyder gave a 

moving account of being struck down by ME and her success 

in powering her own recovery, urging ‘don’t wait to live’. 

Louise Blyth, whose husband’s death from cancer led to a 

totally unexpected spirituality and belief system, said, ‘How we 

live our days is how we live our life. Live for today!’ Leo 
Campbell and his wife Melissa Sharp, whose breast cancer 

diagnosis triggered their founding of Modern Bakery, are 

working alongside scientific research teams to produce 

affordable bread that promotes gut health and wellbeing. 

Karina Athwal implored us to ‘love your hormones’ 

explaining their vital role and how to keep them healthy. 

Between speakers, Nikki Jackson and David Shadlock 

led exercise routines to keep people alert and focused and to 

use in the workplace. They later each presented on yoga, 

mindfulness and physical fitness. A rousing appearance by Ran 
Kan Kan, Oxford’s Cubanista band, with Nikki singing, made 

for a moving musical finale. Audience member Jo told the 

News, ‘I appreciated the speakers' holistic approach to our 

health and how our emotional and spiritual well-being plays a 

role in our physical well-being. However, while acknowledging 

the challenges of modern life, the message was positive – to 

be proactive about our health and not wait until illness strikes 

before being shocked into action. There is much we can do to 

protect ourselves with good nutrition and exercise’. Many 

agreed with Nick this could become an annual event – and 

well worth a day out of your life! 

Chestnuts & the old Hospital 
Local agents Chancellors report that The Chestnuts, former 

nurses’ home and County Council offices at the Spring Street 

junction with Over Norton Road, has been sold subject to 

contract. The property has permission to be converted into 4 

flats and Chancellors believe this is the intention of the soon-

to-be new owners. Meanwhile, the former Chipping Norton 

War Memorial Hospital, just over the road, remains vacant. 

Chancellors had been optimistic about a sale but the vendors, 

St Charles’ Homes, are now apparently considering 

undertaking the development themselves, having failed to find 

a buyer at the asking price of £2 million. 

The Lido remembers Peter 
In this poignant month of remembrance, The Lido would like 

to com-memorate, with 

immense gratitude, a local 

hero without whom the 

pool would probably no 

longer be open. In 

October we were 

saddened to learn of the 

loss of Peter Barbour. 

Peter was the driving 

force behind the original 

KOPO (Keep Our Pool 

Open) movement when 

West Oxfordshire 

announced in 2002 its 

intention to withdraw 

funding and involvement 

in running Chippy’s 

outdoor pool. A passionate believer in The Lido’s vital 

contribution to the community, as a place to exercise, 

socialise and enjoy family time together, he mobilised a key 

group of similarly driven people to campaign, raise funds and 

ultimately take over running of what became the charity, 

Chipping Norton Lido Ltd. Peter served as Treasurer on the 

voluntary trustees committee responsible for Chippy Lido 

from its inception in 2004 until his retirement in 2014. He is 

pictured in a more hands-on role, helping replace the coping 

stones in 2006. On behalf of the whole community which 

enjoys the delights The Lido has to offer each summer, the 

current committee would like to register once again its 

thanks to Peter and fond condolences to our friend Monica, 

as well as Peter’s family. The Lido is still run as a charity by the 

community for the community, so please keep supporting it 

by donating directly via www.Totalgiving.com and/or as you 

shop online via www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido  

Claire Williamson 
(See also a Tribute to Peter Barbour on p16) 

Chipping Norton Town Festival                               
– Sunday 30th June 2019 

Planning for the Town Festival is now well underway. 

Full details of our new website and Facebook page 

will be launched in the December issue but in the 

meantime if you are interested in performing, having 

a stall or volunteering on the day, please drop us a 

line at cntownfestival@gmail.com
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products – all handcrafted/local grown or homemade. Visit 

https://greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com/ for details. 

Holiday apartments at golf club 
Work started in 

October on 20 

new self-contained 

apartments next to 

the Cotswolds 

Hotel & Spa at 

Chipping Norton’s 

golf club. The 

accommodat ion, 

intended for short 

holiday or golf stay 

lets, will adjoin the 

existing hotel at 

the far end from the London Road – encroaching on the start 

of the golf course, which means changing the layout of the 1st 

and 9th holes. In a news update for members, owner Glucka 

Wijesuriya says the work should take around 10 months, with 

the structure up and roof on by the end of March, with 

minimum disruption to golfers during building. The project 

also includes a pool and gym. The hotel and spa are already 

well used, particularly for weddings and receptions during the 

whole year.  

Progress with OX7 jobs project 
A local project in 

Chipping Norton to 

support local 16–24 

year olds to get a job, is 

now a year into its two-

year funded scheme – 

and reported good 

progress in a major 

feature article in the 

Banbury Guardian. Local 

business group 

Experience Chipping 

Norton was behind getting the funding – and an office has 

been set up in Goddards Lane next to the Theatre Box Office. 

To find out more about what they offer, contact project leader 

Victoria Macfarlane at the office on Thursdays or Fridays, or 

email info@ox7.org. 

Oxfordshire in 2050: your views? 
What will Oxfordshire look like in 2050? What will growth, 

housing, new expressways and infrastructure do to our 

county, its countryside, and rural economies like Chipping 

Norton? A public event in the Lower Town Hall on Monday 

29 October 7-9pm has Cllr James Mills, leader of West 

Oxfordshire District Council, and Oxfordshire 

representatives from CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural 

England) talking about the emerging ‘Oxfordshire Joint 

Statutory Spatial Plan’ and what will it mean for Oxfordshire’s 

countryside. The plan is meant to look at the County’s growth 

in a co-ordinated, long-term way up to 2050. Over the 

autumn CPRE Oxfordshire is hosting public events to raise 

awareness and encourage authorities to engage with local 

communities – see www.cpreoxon.org.uk. 

Cottonwood Interiors award 
Local bespoke 

furniture business 

Cottonwood In-

teriors, based in 

Chipping Norton’s 

Elmsfield Estate for 

around five years, was 

announced as Small 

Business of the Year 

2018 in the JACK’s 

Brick Awards in September. 

Oxfordshire Radio station JACKfm 

runs annual awards for successful local 

businesses that deliver great customer 

service. Cottonwood is part of a small, 

family-run cabinetry, carpentry and joinery company, with 

three decades of experience perfecting their craft. They 

design handmade furniture and interiors – for kitchens, 

bedrooms, homes, offices and more – made to measure for 

customers in Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Warwickshire and 

surrounding counties. Emma Thompson, the company’s Media 

and Marketing Manager, told the News that they started at 

Elmsfield with three people but have now quadrupled in size 

to three in the office and nine craftsman. She said that their 

talented team of craftsmen, with two apprentices, are highly 

motivated, have been commissioned for some great projects 

and hope soon to be moving to bigger premises ‘where all the 

magic happens!’. Emma is pictured with Sophie Evans who, 

with partner Jason, are owners of Cottonwood. They received 

their award at JACKfm’s ceremony in Oxford’s Bodleian 

Library. This plaudit follows another earlier this year when the 

team won an award from Houzz UK for exemplary customer 

service. They are expecting 2019 to be another successful 

year. You can follow them @cottonwoodhq and check out 

www.cottonwood-interiors.co.uk for home inspiration! 

Great Rollright Market  
The next Market is on Saturday 3 November 9.30am-

12.30pm in the Village Hall. You can be sure of a warm 

welcome, hot fresh coffee and bacon rolls plus lots of great 

Christmas Shopping Fayre 
Friday 7th December 

Chipping Norton School 
Chipping Norton 

5.30pm – 8.00pm 

£3.00 Entrance Fee includes 
a glass of mulled wine & a mince pie! 

 
Home-made produce, Soft toys, Handcrafted goods,       

Raffle, Tombola and Refreshments 

School choir singing on the night 

Everyone welcome! 

The front of current hotel

Victorial Macfarlane outside the OX7 
office in Goddard’s Lane
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Town centre repairs 
As well as regular 

moans about potholes, 

the usually tolerant 

Chipping Norton 

residents have started 

getting impatient with a 

lack of council action on 

other ‘fixes’ around 

town. One recent complaint 

was about the stone wall 

and raised flower bed 

running 100 yards down 

from the top of New Street. 

The old wall has been 

crumbling over recent years, and damage from passing traffic 

and pedestrians has got worse. A recent traffic impact nearly 

a year ago caused much damage (see picture) – with rubble 

scattered dangerously over the main road. The Town Clerk 

said it had been reported many times. Residents have 

complained over months, including on Oxfordshire County 

Council’s ‘Fix My Street’ website. One confusion is identifying 

which council is responsible (OCC highways? WODC 

pavements/furniture? Town Council flower beds?). The County 

for months reported the item ‘closed’ and ‘passed on’. It 

appears that West Oxfordshire District took ages ‘to get 

quotes’ and finally to get into action on 1 October. A 

contractor crew from Blenheim Stonework turned up doing 

a good job on the main damage and the whole length of the 

crumbling wall (see picture).  

Another long-

standing problem at 

the time of writing is 

the damaged railings 

on the High Street, 

with temporary 

orange barriers 

alongside, continually 

being knocked down 

and run over 

(pictured right). Whose is this one to fix? OCC’s ‘Fix my 

Street’ website shows many issues in Chipping Norton town 

area including: storm drains blocked, damaged, and floods (10 

reports); street lamps out – including zebra beacon (25 

approx); overgrown footpaths, hedges, dangerous trees (5); 

road, pavement, and drain damage (6); street furniture and 

bollard damage, and dirty or damaged signs (6). Vigilant 

residents are reporting this more – to keep the pressure up 

on our councils – and to keep the Town safe and smart. 

Christmas Bingo for Highlands 
After the success of the Gala Concert in the Town Hall the 

‘Friends of Highlands’ are holding a Christmas Prize Bingo 

evening at Over Norton Village Hall on Friday 23 November. 

Fun for all the family plus a raffle and refreshments. Eyes 

down at 7.30, so arrive in good time. Highlands Day Centre, 

which recently lost its fundraising charity shop in the centre 

of town, is an amazing place with truly fantastic staff. 

Highlands is a real gem and it’s not until you have elderly 

family members do you truly realise how important it is for 

Chippy to have this wonderful resource. Let’s support it!  

Maggi Creese 

Our local NHS news update  
Did any readers go to 

Chipping Norton Town Hall on 

25 September? This was meant 

to be the chance for the public 

to find out what’s happening 

locally in the NHS. Called the ‘North Oxfordshire Locality 

Patient and Public Involvement Forum (NOLF)’ it was run by 

the ‘Oxford Clinical Commissioning Group’. The News team 

went along and it seemed the meeting didn’t really provoke 

much Patient or Public involvement! The title would have put 

most people off – a well-kept secret, mentioned in an article 

on the NHS’s 70th Birthday in the September News. Did 

anyone see any posters? The meeting was the annual 

opportunity for the population using surgeries ‘in the north’ 

– Banbury, Chippy, Deddington, Hook Norton, Wychwoods, 

Bloxham, Sibford and all the villages, to quiz those responsible 

for our local health care. One man in the hot seat was Dr Neil 

Fisher, a Chippy GP who talked briefly about plans to improve 

local services and answered questions posed by the few 

patients present. 

Getting more ‘non-medical’ help 
Neil explained the idea of ‘Social Prescribing’. There are some 

good, short videos on YouTube which are worth viewing! In a 

nutshell, our GPs are struggling with an annual increase of 9% 

in requests for an appointment with a doctor and a 1% 

increase in funding. One national study shows that a third of 

GP consultations are not medical and can’t be cured with a 

tablet. These patients may be isolated, lonely, have family 

problems, money worries or work stress, all of which pose a 

risk to their health and wellbeing. Hence the concept of Social 

Prescribing – those non-medical interventions to find a way 

to deal with the problem. Locally, Citizens Advice finally have 

some Government funding to help with this – with a ‘care 

navigator’ to guide patients to other appropriate help in the 

community. The Chippy GPs became impatient with the wait 

and have already started a small scheme of their own which 

           is offering 

A Three Course Meal   
Coffee, Mince Pies 

& Disco 

Have You Booked 
Your Christmas        

Party Yet?
The Crown 
& Cushion 

For only £24.95pp 
Call 01608 642533 to book

New St repairs: before & after



will, in due course, link in with the Citizens Advice work. With 

this idea, patients can choose what help they wish to take up, 

but only if local help is available.  

Oxfordshire staffing issues 
Elsewhere, Oxfordshire is having continuing issues recruiting 

staff, from GPs to nurses and other care staff. In September, 

home and maternity unit birth assistance in Chipping Norton 

and Banbury was temporarily suspended as staff were called 

to the JR hospital to fill staffing gaps. It’s now back to ‘business 

as usual’ but the whole issue remains ‘under constant review’. 

Also in September, after a ministerial intervention, a special 

review started re-running the question of whether the 

Horton should have to reopen a full ‘consultant-led’ maternity 

unit. Finally – readers aged 65+ may have discovered a delay 

in getting their winter flu vaccine. See the Health Centre’s 

website for an update! 

The Liveliest Place in Town! 

This was definitely the Town Hall on Saturday 6 October 

when the Friends of St Mary’s Church held their annual Barn 

Dance. Once again the 5-piece Merrylegs Ceilidh Band did us 

proud with lively music and encouraging ‘calling’ of the Barn 

dances. Such was the enthusiasm of the dancers that the 

pause for food (delicious as usual) came as a welcome break. 

There was a really warm and friendly atmosphere with many 

new young dancers joining in. Thank you to all who joined for 

such a fun evening – the Friends aim to repeat it next year, so 

keep Saturday 12 October 2019 free! The Friends of St Mary’s 

Church exist to raise funds by organising community events. 

The group is interested in the history and fabric of the 

beautiful St Mary the Virgin Church building – our Grade I 

listed treasure, which has been such a significant part of the 

history of the Town. If you are interested in joining, contact Jo 

Graves jograves46@aol.com. You will be most welcome! 

Jo Graves 

Road threat to allotments 
The AGM of the William Fowler Trust was attended by half a 

dozen or so allotment-holders on 10 October. Chair, 

Councillor Don Davidson, explained that, although the now 

adopted WODC Local plan indicated a Link Road through 

part of allotment land, it was not yet clear exactly where, nor 

indeed if, it would go ahead. He confirmed to the News, ‘all we 

can say at present is that the developers will have to replace 

any land they take with at least an equivalent amount of land 

elsewhere. The Trustees will try to get the best deal they can 

if the road goes ahead. However, they have been in touch with 

the National Allotment Association to see if it is possible to 

prevent that.’ 

Chance to win a ‘WOBA’ 
The 2019 West Oxfordshire Business Awards (WOBA) had a 

prestigious launch at 

the Cotswolds Hotel 

and Spa, with local 

MP Robert Courts 

(pictured on the left) 

declaring the com-

petition ‘open for 

entries’. Chipping 

Norton has had a 

number of well-

deserved winners 

and finalists in the 

past – so let’s do it again! WOBA 2019 has 13 awards with 11 

categories. Businesses large or small can enter as many as 

they like, free, before midnight on Monday 3 December. 

Categories include: 

• Everyman Legal Charity Award 

• Meech Business and Community Award 

• Owen Mumford Innovation Award 

• The MGroup Employer of the Year Award 

• Blenheim Palace New Business Award 

• Witney BIC Micro Business Award 

• Veritrec Small Business Award 

• Wise Investment Business Person of the Year Award. 

A new award category for 2019, the Meech Business and 

Community Award, recognises a company’s contribution to its 

local community – and is open for any business size or sector 

for one specific scheme or a range of initiatives. For the first 

time, the WOBA Team is running a series of workshops on 

how to write an award application. Finalists will be revealed at 

the Celebration of Business Event in February 2019 with 

winners announced at a Gala Dinner a month later at 

Heythrop Park.  

The WOBA 2019 charity is Volunteer Link Up, who link 

people with time to spare with opportunities to help local 

residents and charities. Entry forms at www.woba.org.uk.  

Adderbury Xmas Market 
Everyone is welcome to the traditional Adderbury Xmas 

Market being held at St Mary’s Church in Adderbury on 1 

December from 11-4pm. There will be lots of stalls with Xmas 

presents, cards and crafts, perfumes and unusual gifts and 

jewellery for sale. There’ll be homemade soup or hot dogs for 

lunch, tea and cakes in the afternoon in Church House, and 

mulled wine and mince pies in the Church. Santa will be in his 

grotto for the children from 11–1pm and 2–4pm. For more 

details see www.adderbury.org. 

Katharine House at Christmas 
On Sunday 2 December, join hundreds of others for the 9th 

Santa Fun Run for the Hospice at Wykham Park Academy 

in Banbury. There is a 5k or 1k course, live music, delicious 

food and entertainment. Entrants get a free Santa suit and a 

medal when you complete the course. Please join team Santa 

and help support local people facing life-limiting illness today. 

Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/Event/santa. 

The Lights of Love services invite everyone to 

remember loved ones no longer with us. You are welcome to 

dedicate a light on the Christmas tree and leave a handwritten 
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message in a book of remembrance – please visit 

www.khh.org.uk/Event/lights. The hospice chaplain will lead 

the service and bless the books. If unable to attend in person, 

you can still dedicate a light and have a message in the books. 

Services in Brackley, St Peter’s Church, Tuesday 4 December, 

7.30pm and Banbury, St Mary’s Church, Thursday 6 December, 

7pm. 

Chadlington News update 
A welcome at 
Slatters – Oliver 

Weaver, a managing 

partner of renowned 

Patrick Strainge 

butchers in Bampton, 

has been managing 

Slatters’ butchers in 

Chipping Norton 

Road in Chadlington 

for a year now. He 

said he is feeling at 

home in the village 

and customers are 

enjoying the range of 

hand-made sausages, ham, bacon, pies and burgers they supply. 

Chris, who has worked at Slatters for many years, remains 

working in the shop and Ollie is assisted by his mother Alison. 

Although Ollie is only 23, he already has ten years’ experience 

in the business and has won prestigious Smithfield Gold 

Awards and National Sausage Week prizes. The team looks 

forward to welcoming you too and is ready for Christmas 

orders! Their pre-ordered free-range turkeys are from Lower 

Clopton, a family-run farm in the Cotswolds.  
Chadlington Good Neighbours – are a group of local 

volunteers who can offer help with household tasks, shopping, 

transport to medical appointments and befriending for 

residents of Chadlington, Spelsbury, Taston and Dean. The 

project has recently obtained a wheelchair that can be 

borrowed for short periods, and also runs the weekly 

Afternoon Tea, recently re-located from the Methodist Hall to 

St Nicholas’ Church. If you need help, or would like to 

volunteer, just call 07541 235002 or contact via e-mail 

Chadlingtongoodneighbours@gmail.com. 
Great War Centenary – Chadlington Parish Council will 

be marking the 100th Anniversary of the Armistice Day on 11 

November, with planting a tree plus a plaque at the village’s 

Memorial Hall. There will be a short ceremony around 

11.30am, following the special service at St Nicholas’ Church. 

Everyone is welcome. There will be a Poppy Appeal coffee 

morning on 3 November at St Nicholas’ Church. 

Chadlington Methodist Church – has had to close its 

doors and cease worship as a separate congregation, due to 

dwindling numbers. The Church, built in 1903, has been an 

important part of the Village community and played a 

significant role in providing religious services for children 

living at the Methodist Foundation at College Farmhouse and 

Ivy Dene.  

Chadlington Quizzes – previously at the Tite Inn, will be 

held this winter at the Bowls Club on Sunday evenings. To 

enter a team see further details, when available, on 

www.chadlington.com. 

District Councillors’ Drop-in  
Chipping Norton’s Labour District Councillors Geoff Saul 

and Laetisia Carter hold drop-in advice sessions regularly 

from 10-11.30am on the first Wednesday of every month at 

The Old Mill Coffee House & Bistro at 7 West Street.  

The next drop-in date is Wednesday 7 November, or you 

can contact them by email at geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk 

and laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk if you have concerns 

over housing, planning, recycling and refuse collection, 

parking, anti-social behaviour or any other local issues. 

Geoff Saul 

Local social housing issues 
Our local Citizens Advice service is concerned that lack of 

social housing and more evictions are becoming big issues in 

West Oxfordshire. Their local report, called ‘Settled and Safe’, 

points to our local social housing waiting list rising from 994 

in 2015 to 1969 in 2017. Many people taking private rentals 

face large up-front charges, especially if the renter has no 

guarantor to support them. Citizens Advice also say the 

Universal Credit system has created problems for those on 

housing benefits, particularly with long waiting periods. 

Apparently only two in ten landlords accept tenants receiving 

Universal Credit. Some tenants can also face eviction if they 

complain or ask the landlord to repair their property. Citizens 

Advice are calling for a register of landlords and for three-

year tenancies to be written into law.  

‘Grand Tour’ hits Tew 
Jeremy Clarkson 

and his Grand 

Tour program-

me look set to 

do up to 12 

weeks’ filming in 

Great Tew. 

Media giant 

Amazon Prime 

has got permis-

sion from West 

Oxfordshire District Council to build a mobile film studio at 

the Great Tew Estate – allowing about 350 audience members 

to watch the programme being filmed once a week. Grand 

Tour’s director, Zoe Brewer, is named in the application. 

WODC’s report says that noise nuisance is expected to be 

very localised for around 10 days’ filming, which will be for 

ticketed audience only.  

Library latest 
Why not bring your pre-schoolers to Rhyme Time at 

Chipping Norton library on Monday mornings? We start at 

10.30 for half an hour of songs, stories and fun. Also, Sing and 

Sign with Emily returns on Tuesday 27 November at 10.30am. 

This will be the last Sing & Sign session for 2018. You do not 

have to be a member of the library or book a place to attend 

Rhyme Time or Sing and Sign, and all sessions are free. Just 

turn up and have fun! Please check the events calendar on 

the Library website for Sing & Sign dates in 2019. You can 

now access Oxfordshire Libraries from your phone or tablet 

with the Oxfordshire Libraries App. It’s a convenient way to 

Grand Tour stars, Jeremy Clarkson (centre), 
James May (left) and Richard Hammond 
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total cost from April 2019 for owners who refuse to address 

the issue. Anyone interested in letting a property through the 

Council’s waiting list can contact the Private Lettings Officer 

on 01285 623346 or email chauncy.seed@publicagroup.uk. 

Stations get longer platforms 
Have you ever arrived by train at Charlbury station to find 

you couldn’t get out of your carriage and so had to run 

through the train? Now, provoked partially by Great Western 

bringing in their new nine-carriage Intercity Express Trains, 

Network Rail is going to lengthen the platforms – at 

Charlbury, Evesham, Hanborough, Honeybourne, Kingham and 

Moreton-in-Marsh stations. This will allow more train doors 

to be opened and make journeys easier. GWR say this means 

more seats and quicker journeys to and from the Cotswolds. 

Work starts in November and while work is carried out, 

there will be alterations to services both to Paddington and 

to Worcester and Hereford. Further platform extension work 

is planned elsewhere on the North Cotswolds route over 

Christmas and New Year. See www.gwr.com/travel-updates.  

The Cotswold line through Charlbury and Kingham has been 

running since 1853, surviving the early 60s Beeching cuts but 

relegated to a single track and one platform at Charlbury in 

1971. However, when Sir Peter Parker (a Charlbury resident) 

became Chairman of British Rail in 1976, many attributed the 

line’s future sustainability to its Chairman! An engine was 

named ‘Sir Peter Parker 1924–2002 Cotswold Line 150’ to 

celebrate his life and contribution to transport. The line has 

seen much increased use in recent years; the line was partly 

double-tracked again and a second platform rebuilt at 

Charlbury in 2011. Investment looks to continue. 

manage your library account and avoid fines for overdue 

items. You can search the catalogue, renew books, access 

ebooks and more. If you’re out and about and spot a book 

you’d like to borrow, just scan its bar code and touch 

‘reserve’. It’s as easy as that. Search for ‘Oxfordshire 

Libraries’ at the App Store or Google Play.  

Sally Moore – Library Manager  

Santas on the Run 
Ho Ho Ho. Does anyone in Chipping Norton want to have 

fun in a Santa outfit? Helen & Douglas House is appealing for 

supporters to come on Sunday 9 December and join 2,000 

Santas of all ages on their great festive family 3.5k fun run or 

walk (for a good claus!) through the iconic streets of Oxford 

to help local terminally ill children. Wheelchair and buggy 

friendly. Adults £20, Children £12, Family £60 including a free 

Santa Suit and under 5s go free. Sign-up today at 

www.helenanddouglas.org.uk or call 01865 799150. 

Local MP out volunteering 
Local MP Robert Courts has 

put support for Dementia as a 

priority, and recently helped 

run training sessions for 

Dementia Friendly members of 

West Oxfordshire’s 

community. He told the News 

he believes our area has ‘some 

of the most active, 

compassionate volunteers in 

the UK’. During the recent 

October Parliamentary break, 

Robert was out and about 

giving his time to some local 

volunteering causes. He said, ‘Over three weeks, I, quite 

literally, rolled up my sleeves and joined in with some fantastic 

volunteering work going on’. He helped at Wild Oxfordshire, 

Sunshine Cat Rescue, Guideposts, the Blue Cross (including in 

the Chipping Norton shop where he is pictured above), 

Bridewell Organic Gardens and Witney Besom. He did 

training for First Aid and Dementia Friends and visited The 

Junior Citizens Trust, Wychwood Pantry, and local Day 

Centres. He said, ‘It was a fantastic experience to see so many 

of you giving your time to help others. I cannot overstate just 

how important it is that we all look out for one another as 

the winter months approach. Please think about anyone you 

who may be in particular need in the run up to Christmas’. 

You can reach Robert on any local issues at 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk.  

Use those empty homes! 
West Oxfordshire District Council has sent a letter to 

owners of long-term empty properties locally, including in 

Chipping Norton, outlining grants and low-cost loan schemes 

available to help bring a property back into occupation. There 

are apparently 317 residences in the District identified as 

vacant and unused, 50 of which have been empty for over two 

years. There are 400 people in priority need on WODC’s 

Homeseeker waiting list. The local authority charges a 50% 

premium on council tax for any house left empty for more 

than two years. The Government has agreed to double the 

Photo taken by 
Chippy resident,  
Denis Lewis of 

the 'Penrice 
Castle chattering 

towards 
Charlbury 

station platforms  
on the beautiful 

evening of 
Wednesday 21st 

September 1963’
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South Pole trek for ex-mayor 
Chipping Norton’s former 

Mayor, polar racer and Atlantic 

rower, Jan Meek, is off on a 

major adventure again this 

December – taking a five-

woman Polar Maidens team to 

the South Pole. The expedition 

will raise funds for Jan’s 

Inspirationelle Foundation 

which helps women of all ages 

to do something extra-ordinary. 

Jan (pictured here in suitably 

warm clothing) contacted the 

News and hoped that 

businesses, friends and 

colleagues from her time in Chippy might help to sponsor her. 

‘We are a team of “ordinary women”, the youngest 24 the 

oldest 74. I would like to think that individuals and 

organisations, particularly those led by women, will become 

part of the adventure’. It will also aim to be the most 

environmentally friendly expedition to the South Pole – 

planting trees to offset their carbon footprint using, so far as 

possible, only recyclable equipment. Further information from 

www.polar-maidens.net or contact jan@polar-maidens.net. 

Movies in Churchill 
The next Screen by the Green film at Churchill and Sarsden 

Village Hall, on Saturday 10 November, is Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri, winner of several Oscars, Baftas and 

Golden Globes. Mildred Hayes (Frances McDormand – in an 

Oscar winning performance) rents three billboards outside 

the small town of Ebbing, Missouri, challenging the police to 

solve her murdered daughter’s case. Grief, anger, revenge, 

violence – but extremely funny. All films start at 7.30, tickets 

£5 pay on the door. More at 659903 or email 

screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Forest Project in a nutshell 
The local charity that supports 

environmental work in the 

Wychwood Forest area is holding 

its AGM on Thursday 29 November 

from 7.30 to 9pm in the New 

Beaconsfield Hall, Shipton-under-

Wychwood. Find out what the 

Project has been doing this year and 

hear from guest speaker John Tyler 

presenting ‘Life in a Nutshell’, 

looking at how nature is full of countless small and infinitely 

detailed things, most completely unnoticed by busy humans. 

Open to public and refreshments provided. In other news, the 

Big Lottery has awarded £10,000 to the Project for their 

Volunteer Officer and volunteering activities. If you have ever 

volunteered with the Project, or intend to, then you are 

invited to a volunteer celebration on 30 October. Join us for 

lunch from 1-4pm, at Ramsden Village Hall for a relaxing 

afternoon of fun and chatter. The Project needs names and 

numbers for the catering of a delicious lunch! This is all free, 

thanks to the People’s Postcode Lottery funding. Booking 

essential. Email info@wychwoodproject.org.uk. 

The World’s Fastest Shed 
If you live in Chippy you have probably seen Kevin Nicks’ shed 

driving through town and been amused by it. What you may 

not know is that it can achieve speeds over 100mph and has 

broken the land speed record for sheds several times.  

The only 

fu l ly-approved 

‘road legal’ shed 

in the world was 

designed and 

built by Kevin 

himself who lives 

in Great 

Rollright. It is 

powered by a 

450 bhp turbo-charged Audi RS4 engine. Last year Kevin 

drove the shed at 101.06 mph on Pendine Sands in 

Carmarthenshire – one of the longest and flattest beaches in 

the UK – which has hosted many land speed records. In 1927 

Sir Malcolm Campbell set the world land speed record of 174 

mph. This year Kevin broke his own record by driving the 

shed at 101.581 mph. He was delighted, particularly because 

the engine had previously blown up during a race in York and 

he’d had to rebuild it. He could probably have gone faster still, 

but did not want to risk blowing up the engine yet again. He 

said, ‘The record is not a huge improvement, but it is 

nevertheless a record. Only just beating it will allow me to 

come back and try again’. Kevin and his shed can be seen at 

organised race events all over the country; he has 20,000 

Instagram followers and has appeared on TV extensively both 

in the UK and abroad. 
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Peter Barbour: from Tangiers to Chippy 
Peter, who contributed so much 

to Chipping Norton life, died in 

October. Local friends, with the 

extended families of both Peter 

and his partner Monica, were at 

St Mary’s Church to remember 

his adventurous life. Born in 

Tangiers in 1927, Peter learned 

Arabic as a child playing in Egypt, 

and absorbing the culture of 

Istanbul, Palestine and North 

Africa with parents shuttling between there and England. A 

Lancashire boarding school, adventurous wartime service in 

the Army Intelligence Corps (he learned Japanese), and a 

language degree from Oxford followed. Not surprisingly, 

Peter’s career was in the travel industry, where he became an 

accountant, living in London with a growing family. Peter 

‘retired’, for what son Stephen called an ‘Indian Summer’ to 

Chippy in the 1990s. On the early Highlands management 

committee (he was a long-serving treasurer) he met Monica 

Beadle, becoming firm friends when, as Chair of Oxfordshire 

Ramblers, he invited her to a BBC filming testing thermos 

flasks! Peter was on The Theatre finance committee, a Chippy 

News team member, Museum supporter, in Probus, the Green 

Gym, and U3A – but his heart was as campaigner and 

treasurer for the Chippy Lido. He and Monica, as avid 

ramblers, travelled Europe, the world, and the UK, and even 

after his 90th birthday celebration, he went glamping and 

walking by Symonds Yat. ‘Quiet, cultured, intrepid, considerate 

and determined’, Peter never wasted a moment of his old age. 

He loved his own and ‘adopted’ grandchildren, inspiring them 

all with his knowledge and adventurous spirit.                          

             (See also Lido tribute p9) 

Eileen Forbes: town & history lover 
Born in Chippy in 1924, Eileen attended St Mary's and the 

Grammar School, then worked at Runabouts House with 

Great Ormond Street children convalescing in the Cotswold 

air. She trained as a nurse, including in Oxford, later working 

for 25 years at our War Memorial Hospital. Older residents 

may remember her fundraising on the Swimming Pool 

Committeein the ’60s. A founder member of the Museum 

(opened in the Baptist Schoolroom next to her house), she 

helped greatly with moving to new premises. Her memory 

was remarkable, enjoying answering questions about the 

Town she loved. With friend Madge Byford she researched 

local servicemen lost in the Great War, travelling miles around 

the country and to the Imperial War Museum. With Mr 

Muston, she constructed a map of local field names. An expert 

needlewoman (sewing, crochet, and patchwork embroidery), 

with friends she organised, designed and stitched panels of 

the Town’s Millennium Tapestry. In the Monday, Gardening, 

Stroke and Tuesday Clubs, and on the Hospital League of 

Friends Committee, she also delivered Meals on Wheels for 

many years. She loved social events, trips and holidays in 

China, Russia, USA, Canada, Egypt, Indonesia and throughout 

Europe. Despite losing her sight, seven years ago, she 

continued living independently. She died peacefully, after a 

short illness, in Chippy. A much loved mother and 

grandmother, she will be greatly missed.  

Shirley Toulson: writer and poet  
Shirley Toulson (1924-

2018), writer, poet, and 

passionate explorer of 

landscape, who lived in 

Distons Lane for 13 years 

from 1997, died peacefully 

in September. Shirley has 

been described as ‘a truly 

Renaissance woman’. She 

was a ‘wordsmith’, a lover of language. Throughout her life she 

wrote poetry, books and reviews, and was a keen educator, 

supporting innovative ventures into teaching English more 

creatively, while not compromising clarity. Young poets 

received her support, as did undergraduates with diminished 

sight. Regularly, Shirley took the bus into Oxford to record 

texts for disabled students. As an ardent library supporter, 

Shirley used ours, acquiring books to explore landscape and 

its influence on people. During Arts Weeks, she met local 

artist, Judith Yarrow, who knew of Shirley’s extensive work on 

ancient drovers’ roads and lives of early communities. Their 

pilgrimage in the footsteps of 19th century English painter 

Samuel Palmer resulted in two books of Shirley’s reflections, 

illustrated by Judith. Art and music were part of her life and in 

Chipping Norton she found both, attending art history 

groups, supporting The Theatre and volunteering at the Music 

Festival. Shirley’s literary life was beautifully rounded off by 

the 2018 publication of A Lifetime of Poetry, compiled by son 

Ian. Her poems reflect Shirley’s eclectic style, wide arts 

knowledge, and passionate love of nature.  

Carrying age, my feet 

Walk days; the sky  

Spreads as I go. 

(Starting Again) 
Shirley retired near her family in Suffolk, where her 

thanksgiving service was held and Ian held a celebratory 

poetry reading at Shirley’s care home.  

(Thanks to Liz Whitaker and Mo Browne) 

Maggie Pettifer: Chippy News ex-editor 
Maggie Pettifer (1948-2018), back in 

1986, took over as editor of the 

Chipping Norton News, after it had 

folded with its 100th edition. Maggie’s 

‘day job’ was in medical publishing, 

but, as with the many volunteers who 

have kept the News running, she was 

eager that the Town’s independent 

news service, publicising all the local 

town groups, should keep going. 

Particularly with the help of Ruth 

Cornwall from Databasics, she re-launched the News, passing 

the editorship to Don Davidson after two years. Don said, 

‘She was a very dynamic and determined lady, great to work 

with, and without her the News might well have passed into 

history.’ Maggie latterly lived in Barton on the Heath, and, in 

spite of being diagnosed with cancer two years ago, helped 

co-found and energetically fundraise for the charity 

OXCHOCS (Ovarian Cancer support at the Churchill).  (Thanks to Andy Forbes and Brenda Morris) 



Indecent exposure: Police seek witnesses after a running 

man exposed himself to a woman in her 60s walking along the 

A3400, around 7.30am in Chippy on Friday 28 September. The 

description was white, early 20s, around 5ft 7ins, slim, dark 

curly hair under woollen hat, grey T-shirt, dark cotton 

trousers. Call 101 quoting reference 43180296182.  

Reckless motorcyclist:  Police are after a biker, with red 

helmet and white T-shirt, riding recklessly around the old 

football ground and across pavements around Walterbush 

Road on 9 October around 5pm. Call 101 with information.  

Remember our police station? With no public ‘front desk’ 

in Chippy, the old police 

station is virtually empty. 

Old benches have gone 

to Ascott, and other 

memorabilia may find a 

home in museums or 

exhibitions. Local Police 

Inspector Steve 

Hookham recently spoke 

at the Penhurst Gardens 

Care Home about past memories – including the Great Train 

Robbery and on how policing had changed. Police are moving 

their small base to the Fire Station. Town Councillors are 

concerned that their cars will end up parked on residential 

streets. News is awaited on the future of the empty building. 

Cook guilty of wounding: an incident in a Chipping Norton 

hotel kitchen made national news in September. Cook, Hugo 

Ramalho-Pereira, was found guilty at Oxford Magistrates 

Court of wounding chef Peter Lopian. The confrontation, 

involving a fractured jaw, was apparently after an argument 

over a food order. The accused expressed remorse, claiming 

provocation, and was ordered to pay £1000 compensation. 

Scam alert – courier frausters: Vulnerable residents 

around Charlbury are being phoned and tricked into handing 

over bank cards and PINs to a courier arriving at their home. 

Report these calls to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. Your 

bank, police or anyone legitimate will never send a courier to 

ask for such information – close the door and call 101. 

There is useful crime prevention advice at 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk. In emergency always call 999. To 
report non-emergency crime or to speak to your local 
Neighbourhood Police team call 101. 
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Police & Neighbourhood safety 
With recent spates of burglaries and nuisance callers around 

Chipping Norton, PCSO Wes Smith and Neighbourhood 

Watch’s Clare Percival give prevention advice. The Crime 

Update is from police and local press. 

Crime Prevention Advice 
Security at home: with darker nights fast approaching, we 

should remind residents of some simple 

security measures to help deter 

criminals and prevent crime. 

-  leave a light on at night if you are 

out. Timer switches are great. 

-  check that any security lighting is 

working. 

-  make sure windows and doors are 

secure when you are at home or out.  

- securely lock sheds and garages. 

- Don’t leave valuables in cars & vans, even if you have tried 

to hide them. 

- Always make sure your vehicle is locked.  

Pickpockets: sadly, are often on the increase around 

Christmas. Make sure purses and wallets are securely zipped 

away. Use inside jacket pockets if you can. When out and 

about, don’t leave handbags, or jackets with wallets in, on the 

back of chairs. We have purse/wallet bells available should you 

like one – to be attached and ‘jingle’ if moved. Email 

NHWchippingnorton@gmail.com and we will get one to you. 

Cold Callers: aka Nottingham Knockers, are door to door 

traders who try selling goods – often cheap household items.  

They may claim to be on a rehabilitation scheme trying to find 

work, perhaps with a false trading permit or ID. These people 

are not part of any recognised rehabilitation scheme. The 

government-backed Community Payback scheme does not 

involve door to door sales. Our simple, clear and consistent 

message is: we do not buy or sell anything at the door. If you 

would like a ‘No Cold Caller’ door sticker, please email 

NHWchippingnorton@gmail.com and we will get one to you. 

Police and crime update 
Crime figures up: August saw a major rise in crimes 

reported around Chipping Norton – 114 over the month. Big 

increases included burglary (9) and thefts (31). The rest were 

anti-social behaviour/public order (17), violence and sexual 

offences (27), vehicle crime (15), criminal damage and arson 

(6), drugs and weapons (3), other (6). 

Car tax dodgers watch out: Local Neighbourhood police, 

in ‘Operation Javelin’ recently checked over 2500 vehicles 

with 24 hours of ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Readings). 

A DVLA check reveals unpaid car tax or no insurance, leading 

to cars being seized.  

Town centre assault: Around 1.30am on 13 October a 19-

year-old man was hit by a passing vehicle in Chippy High 

Street. A fight then broke out between the victim, who 

sustained serious head injuries, and an unknown man – who 

was described as a white man, around 5ft 10ins tall and slim. 

Any witnesses please call 101 quoting reference 43180312952 

or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING

20 Hours of Work per week with additional hours when 

required. Must be self-motivated.  Training will be provided 

where required 

Application forms available from: Mrs. V. Oliveri 

Town Clerk, Chipping Norton Town Council, The Guildhall, 

Chipping Norton, Oxon, OX7 5NJ 

Tel: 01608 642341 ~ Email: cntownclerk@btconnect.com 

Closing date 15th November 2018 

Applications are invited for a part time vacancy of a 

Maintenance Person 
The job holder would be responsible to the 
Town Clerk for all maintenance duties as 

directed by the Town Clerk on behalf of the 
Town Council and for charities administered by 

the Town Council
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SaltPig hangs ’em high 
Cotswold farm shops and delis 

are increasingly supplied by local 

producers of wine, cheese, pies, 

preserves and charcuterie. A 

perfect example, here at Unit 12, 

is the SaltPig Curing 
Company. Owner Ben Dulley, 

five years a chef at the award 

winning Plough at Kingham, 

developed an interest in creating 

and producing a variety of cured 

meats. The pork is sourced 

locally, butchered, treated and often hung for as long as two 

years in a temperature controlled environment. The meats are 

then packaged and sold throughout the Cotswolds. Ben’s wife 

Sam helps with the administration and Andre in the kitchen. 

Treats from Ross & Ross Food 
Many chefs, at the 

peak of their 

careers, go it alone, 

producing fine food 

with exciting new 

ideas. Ross Whitmill 

and Ross Bearman 

worked in top class 

catering and 

hospitality for many 

years. Initially through gastro-style Peach Pubs, they formed a 

Street Food business, making products for national groups 

and high end London Food Halls. In 2015 they started 

focusing on Foodie gifts and event catering. Based at  Unit10, 

sales of food hampers and homemade curing kits, and their 

catering, have been a great success. Local multi-award winning 

Ross & Ross Foods looks set to grow and grow. 

Down the Worcester Road 
The News puts a spotlight on the Worcester Road Trading Park – which is changing shape, and 

home to some new businesses with some enterprising ideas.

Adam & Oliver’s – smell that coffee! 
Unit 14 exudes unmistakable 

coffee aromas – no wonder – 

inside we found a speciality 

roastery business run by Adam 

Smith, who arrived in Chippy in 

2015 after a busy Far Eastern 

corporate career, and son-in-law 

Oliver Wood. Raw greenish 

coffee beans arrive at Adam & 
Oliver’s Coffee Roasters 

from selected high-altitude 

growers in Sumatra, Brazil, Costa 

Rica, Columbia and elsewhere. There they are stored, blended and 

variously roasted to suit the most discerning of palates. You can 

call in for a cuppa on Tuesdays, judge for yourselves and choose 

your favourite roast! 

Cotswold Stone & Wood Tiles 
At Units 20/21 we 

found Julian Owen a 

week after buying 

the fashionable 

Cotswold Stone & 
Wood Tiles dis-

tribution business 

from his previous 

employers. Jules, 

who lives in 

Stratford, enthused about his new business and the chance to 

meet more local and national clients. He and design expert 

colleague Sam Sinclair were discussing planned ranges – 

currently mainly Italian porcelain but more soon in wood and 

stone. Jules’ enormous galleried showroom has hosted a local 

Christmas fair, the ChipLitFest and Chippy Wine Society –  

any local club needing a larger scale event facility can call him. 

TOWN FEATURE

After September’s report on Chippy’s Town Centre, young entrepreneur Ruth Warrior (pictured) , who 

set up The Cotswold Grooming Company at  Unit 12a, invited the News Team ‘down the road’ 

and kindly introduced us to some newer businesses, with owners who have ‘taken the plunge’ with a 

business idea. On a sunny autumn morning, the Team called in, finding a ‘go get it’ business spirit and a 

sense of bonhomie. Past News issues have covered four businesses when they arrived. One of them,  

Ruth’s dog grooming salon, now employs two professional full timers, with a packed schedule of doggie 

customers – from weekend regulars ‘down from London’, to local farmers with favourite dogs. At  Unit 

11 ex-Top School’s Tom Yeatman is still running a growing specialist bike business TY Cycles, with 

brother Rob.  At Unit 6 Banbury Art College grad Holly Hinchcliffe Cooper recently opened her 

Teasels antique and interiors showroom – bursting with colour.  After five years, Tom & Dave Gardner 

are still running Triple A Motor Factors (previously Autospares). Here are four more:

Growing businesses with local jobs 
The Park, with all 23 units except one occupied, starting traditionally with light industrial use, has added more variety. Many now 

welcome customers buying products or services – Park usage is becoming similar to that in our town centre. Other businesses 

include Splendid Interiors, G&G Fine Italian Foods, Cotswolds Carpets showroom, Kopyrite Printers, UK Plumbing 
Supplies, Delicious Designs, BeautyFor, GT Automotive, Estas Camshafts and Chadwick Trading. Look out for more 

features on Chippy’s new businesses – including elsewhere such as Elmsfield and Cromwell Park. 
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Art Therapy at Health Centre 
For some years now, patients visiting Chipping Norton Health 

Centre will have noticed 

that the corridors are 

hung with original 

artwork from mostly 

local artists as part of 

‘The People’s Gallery.’ 

These ever-changing 

exhibitions of work for 

sale truly enliven what 

could be a dull series of 

walkways. Some of the 

current art on show – 

with most for sale – is 

shown right. 

enterprise and sees it as an extension of Social Prescribing 

(see News item on page 11). There is a large room available at 

the Health Centre at no cost to its users and Maureen has 

plans for an exhibition of work from both patients and 

professionals towards the end of next year. We may be in for 

some surprises. 

National Trust at Christmas 
Upton House: On Stir up Sunday, visitors can join in ‘stirring 

up’ the Upton Christmas pudding and take a piece of pudding 

away with them. £2, 12noon to 4pm Sunday 25 November. 

There is a Bead an Angel Decoration Workshop 10.30am to 

12.30pm Tuesday 27 November – £20, including all materials 

and refreshments.  

Chastleton House: For Christmas at Chastleton, the house 

is transformed for a Victorian Christmas.  11am-3pm 

weekends 24 and 25 November, 1 and 2, 8 and 9 December.

Bee with wild daisies -
– Stephen Lambe,                     

a local Artist, 
Cartographer, 

Photographer and 
Surveyor

Grounded            
– Carol Harvey,        

a self taught, 
Canadian artist 
whose work is 

inspired by nature

Spaced out                       
– Jeff Robinson,                    

a self taught 
Oxfordshire artist 
and photographer 

who has been 
painting and 

drawing from an 
early age

Midnight bloom          
– Geraldine Pinto,        
based in Banbury,         

her 3D mixed media 
artwork often uses 

reclaimed items from 
charity shops and 
recycling centres

Above Maureen Gillespie and below 
guests at the October event

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Join us on  

Thursday 22nd November  
from 6-8pm 

for the launch party of 
Peter Buckman's  
A Genial Senior's                   

Companion to Ageing

Photos: Krystina Reynolds

A discretionary amount from each sale is donated by the 

artist towards a fund which is now helping to support Art 

Therapy sessions. On Saturday evening 13 October, artist 

Maureen Gillespie who is spearheading this initiative, gathered 

together in the Centre’s reception area current exhibits, their 

artists and guests to announce that, starting in January she will 

be running two sessions a month for patients who will benefit 

from the therapeutic effect that artwork, be it painting or 

modelling, can have. Arts therapies can be helpful in many 

ways for example to help people who are finding it hard to 

express their thoughts and feelings verbally. The therapy 

focuses on creating something as a way of expressing your 

feelings. Dr Jane Pargeter, one of the GPs from the Health 

Centre, who, together with Dr Neil Fisher closely supports 

this idea, stressed that no NHS funding will be used in this 

The People’s Gallery 
at Chipping Norton Health Centre 
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The Theatre 
Behind the panto script The man behind those witty words, 
Ben Crocker, is back at the Theatre 
writing the script (oh yes he is!) and 
here he talks all things panto! ‘It's 

always great fun to write for the 

Chippy Theatre. Every year the 

panto is made new from scratch 

and it's lovely to be part of this 

labour of love. It also means that 

we don't have to fit in with any 

pre-existing stage sets or costume 

collections. So, if we want to stage 

Mother Goose in Norway, or 

Cinderella in Venice, then we are absolutely free to do so. That 

said, I did keep to Nottingham and Sherwood Forest for Robin 
Hood – anywhere else would have been odd! This year, we are 

doing Aladdin – and have taken the story out of its traditional 

Chinese panto setting and have set it amidst the hustle and 

bustle of 1930's Cairo and the vastness of the Arabian desert. 

It’s got a real Indiana Jones feel – and more prosaically, if we 

want to have a scene with a revolving door in Aladdin's Mum's 

English themed restaurant, we can have one! Over the years 

I’ve also found it very exciting to work with a variety of hugely 

talented composers on the songs. To write a collection of 

lyrics and then to hear them shaped, edited and set to music 

is a wonderful experience. Because pantomime depends so 

much on the interaction with the audience, it is always 

exciting to see a show leave the rehearsal room and come 

together in front of one – and the unique and intimate 

environment of the Chippy Theatre can make this whole 

experience quite magical. Suddenly, the show is alive and 

because everyone is so much part of the same space it 

becomes a genuinely shared experience and one of the most 

democratic forms of theatre imaginable.’ 

Owen Mumford Gallery The exhibition, Creative 
Coverage, presents  a selection of work by artists from 

Oxfordshire and beyond. From sculpture to oil painting, this 

exhibition really has something for everyone. Why not pop in 

before the Panto to pick the perfect Christmas gift? Or treat 

your home to a new piece of art for the New Year? The 

exhibition runs from Tuesday 13 November to Monday 14 

January. Free entry. Open from 30 minutes before any event 

at The Theatre.  

200 Club Congratulations to Hilary Dix winner of the 

Theatre’s monthly draw. For your chance to win £50 a month, 

just call into the Box Office and pick up a 200 Club leaflet. All 

proceeds support the fantastic work of the Theatre 

(registered charity no. 268154). 

Art Exhibitions and Lectures 

The Arts Society Cotswolds 14 November will see the 

next lecture entitled Temples, Tombs and Treasures: in search 

of the Queen of Sheba by Louise Schofield. It will explore this 

extraordinary Queen’s epic journey to the Court of King 

Solomon with gifts of gold and incense. For centuries she has 

inspired artists and filmmakers and led to archaeological 

discoveries in Yemen and Ethiopia.  Lectures begin at 11am at 

the Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford, OX18 4RZ. Non-

members are welcome (suggested donation £10).  For more 

information see website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

The Oxfordshire Craft Guild The annual Christmas 

Selling Exhibition of this Guild of gifted craftsmen is at the 

Oxfordshire Museum, featuring over 30 of the County’s 

leading contemporary craft designers and makers. This has 

become an eagerly anticipated event for people wishing to 

purchase unusual, quality crafts & contemporary designs. 

Perfect for Christmas. 17 November – 30 December at Park 

Road, Woodstock.  Museum closed on Mondays. Opening 

hours 10am to 4.30pm, except Sunday 2pm to 4.30pm. 

Oxfordshire Artweeks Christmas 2018 Pauline Nolan 

and Wendy Todd present BEAU - JANGLE, an exhibition of 

vibrant acrylic artwork and embellished textile creations.  

Garden Studio, Hastings Hill, Churchill, OX7 6NA, 11am-4pm 

Friday 23, Sunday 25 and Friday 30 November-Sunday 2 

December.  Unique Christmas keepsakes, a feast of colour and 

a very warm welcome for all visitors. 

Oxford Skyline by Jane Vaux
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Concerts 
Adderbury Ensemble Quintet has two performances in 

Chipping Norton Town Hall. Friday 23 November, 7.30pm, is  

Schubert, String Quintet in C major, op 163, D956.  Thursday 

6 December, 7.30pm, is Vaughan Williams, Phantasy Quintet 

for 2 violins, 2 violas & cello; Mozart, String Quintet (No. 

TBA); Brahms, String Quintet no 2 in G major, op 111. 

Everyone who performs as part of the Adderbury Ensemble 

is an eminent instrumentalist, usually a principal player with 

one or more of the leading orchestras of Europe.  

Burford Singers Mozart Concert – with the Cotswold 

Chamber Orchestra the Singers 

perform: Mozart: Divertimento for 

Strings, K136; Horn Concerto No.4 

K495; The Great Mass in C minor K427.  

Sunday 25 November 7.30pm Church of 

St John the Baptist, Church Green, 

Burford OX18 4RY. Tickets reserved at 

£23, £19, £15, unreserved £10. Online 

booking at www.burfordsingers.org. 

(Booking fee applies.)  Booking in 

person (unreserved tickets only) The Madhatter Bookshop, 

122 High Street, Burford, OX18 4QJ. 

CRAG Sunday Tea Concerts The 2018/19 season of these 

very popular concerts will continue in November with a 

performance by viol consort Fretwork. This well-known early 

music ensemble was founded in 1986, since when they have 

performed all over the world and recorded over 40 albums. 

November's concert will include works by Gibbons, 

Ferrabosco and Lupo. Stephen Pettitt of The London Evening 

Standard said ‘Fretwork is the finest viol consort on the 

planet’. 3pm Sunday 4 November, Memorial Hall, Charlbury. 

Each concert lasts one hour, tickets £12 (£5 for U16s) include 

tea and homemade cake after the concert. Contact 

www.charlburyrefugee@gmail.com for tickets. For details of 

concerts or to learn more about CRAG, to join or to make a 

donation please visit www.charlbury.info/community/88/  

Kingham Singers Christmas Concert ‘Here we come a-

Carolling’ 7.30pm 8 December at Kingham Primary School. 

Enjoy Christmas songs and light hearted readings. Proceeds to 

charity. Refreshments. Tickets £6 from 658647. 

Chipping Norton Choral Society with the Cheltenham 

Chamber Orchestra, perform Elgar's The Music Makers and 

Vaughan Williams's Dona Nobis Pacem at St Mary's Church, 

Banbury OX16 0AA, on Saturday 15 December at 7.30pm, 

conducted by Peter Hunt. Tickets are £15 from 

tickets@cncs.org.uk, Jaffé & Neale Bookshop (nearer to the 

concert date), or on the door. (U16s free). Visit 

www.cncs.org.uk for details. 

The Wychwood Chorale musical director Bernard West 

perform seasonal choral music. Saturday 15 December 7.30 

pm All Saints Churchill, Churchill OX7 6NU. Free admission  

and refreshments. There will be a voluntary collection from 

which donations will be made to All Saints Church and Thrive 

– supporting the children of North Oxfordshire. 

Book publication 
Treelines: A collection of 

poems selected by Janie Hextall 

and Barbara McNaught will be 

launched at the Woodstock 

Bookshop Poetry Festival on 

Saturday 10 November. It is a 

collection of over 60 poems by 

poets as wide ranging as Philip 

Larkin, John Clare, Gillian Clarke, Alice Oswald, Seamus 

Heaney, Carol Ann Duffy and Helen Dunmore. They are 

accompanied by about twenty-five beautiful wood engravings 

by artists including Howard Phipps, Anne Hayward, Anita 

Klein, Sue Scullard, Miriam Macgregor and Camilla Charnock 

whose tree is on the front cover. Trees are all around us 

marking the seasons, and forming the backdrop to our daily 

lives. Who hasn't got a favourite tree? Who hasn't planted a 

tree? Climbed a tree? Sat in the shade of a tree? Picked up a 

conker? Who hasn't walked happily through a wood? This 

anthology reminds you of these activities. It’s the fourth 

anthology by Janie, from Churchill, and Barbara. It is published 

by Lautus Press: the other titles being Washing Lines, Strings 

of Pearls and Shorelines, all in the same attractive format of 

poems and wood engravings.

in concert with 

Jubilee Brass (Oxford) Band 
Saturday 17 November 

7pm Town Hall 
Admission by programme at the door ~ suggested 

donation £5 
Chipping Norton & Stow Circuit

Bryncoch Male Voice Choir
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Cricket 
Graham Beacham reports: Twenty-four members of Chipping 

Norton Cricket Club attended the end of season dinner on 

Friday 12 October. Following a very good meal at the Crown 

& Cushion, the annual awards were presented. The new club 

tie was on display – to be worn by the First XI when they pick 

up their trophy for winning their Division later in the month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Football 
Chippy Swifts 
The new season 

is well under way 

now and the 

Swifts are flying 

in all age groups. 

Congratulations 

to our U15s and 

U9s (the latter 

pictured right) 

who have won 

every game so 

far.  

Off the field the Club continues to support our volunteer 

coaches. Three more coaches (Tom Poole U8, Paddy Timms 

U10, Niall Burman U13) have recently attained their FA level 

1 badge and another is halfway through the process (Dominic 

Rickard U10). Although the club pays for these courses, it still 

takes time and dedication from the coaches to put themselves 

through the sessions and we are extremely grateful for their 

efforts.  

The U14s recently received some good news with local 

business Owen Mumford offering to jointly sponsor their new 

kit and training jackets alongside another long-term 

supporter, A L Sole & Son. It’s great to see local companies 

supporting our young heroes; we thank every one of them. 

Pictured above are our U9 team, proudly wearing their Aldi 

sponsored shirts.  Remember you can keep up to date with 

fixtures and results on our website www.chippyswifts.co.uk 

or follow us on facebook (Chipping Norton Swifts FC) 

 Martyn Walsh 

Chipping Norton Football Club 
Magpies have got off to a mixed start to the new season. 

First game was a home fixture against Bourton where 

despite being 3-1 up early in the first half the final score was 

a disappointing 3-3 draw. That was followed by a dreadful 

performance against FC Mills where a very depleted team 

lost 3-0.  Chippy did bounce back in their final game of 

September with a 4-1 victory over Witney Royals. Opening 

game in the junior shield was awarded to Chippy with 

Thame United unable to field a team. Given everything else 

going on we’ll take that as a win and look forward to the 

draw for the next round. October is a busy month with 

games in Fred Ford and the league coming thick and fast. 

Dominic Rickard 

Chadlington Football 
Greg Kemp fixture secretary for the Chadlington 1st Men's 

football team has sent this report: The adult men’s team 

started the season in September with a win each for the First 

Team and the Reserves. The average age of the 26-member 

squad was just 22. Football training for the adult team is on 

Wednesdays at the Club 7-8pm.The Ladies football team  

trains on Mondays at Kingham Hill School’s astroturf pitch 

under floodlights (6.30pm to 7.30pm). New players are always 

welcome. The nine Junior teams have also started with 

training and games for the younger age groups on Saturday 

mornings. On Sundays the U16s compete in the Witney & 

District League. The U17s play in the Oxfordshire Invitation 

Youth League and are currently 2nd in the Premier Division 

Pictured above are playing members and below are the award 
winners who attended the Dinner

Awards were presented as follows: 

1st XI Batsman Ian Widdows 

1st XI Bowler Martin Elliott 

1st XI Captain’s Player Dan Stafford 

2nd XI Batsman Michael Tompkins 

2nd XI Bowler Jack Owen 

2nd XI Captain’s Player Nathan Wallington 

Club Most Improved Player Andrew Tompkins 

Clubman David Wood 

Most Ducks Dan Stafford 

Stirrer James McGeown 
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after four games played. The Sports Club AGM is on 

Wednesday 5 December 8.30pm in the clubhouse.  

Vintage Sports Car Club 
The Vintage Sports Car Club, based in the Old Post Office in 

West Street, has just ended a very successful Race season as 

well as a Speed Championship of Sprints and Hill Climbs for 

Pre-war cars.  The VSCC is one of the largest historic motor 

clubs in the world with one of the largest libraries and 

archives on Vintage and Pre-war motoring.  Named the 

Historic Motor Club of the Year in 2017, it has been 

shortlisted for same award this year as well as Race Series of 

the Year for Formula Vintage.  To find out more about this very 

successful historic motor club, which is on your doorstep, visit 

www.vscc.co.uk or drop into The Old Post Office for a chat. 

Dave Salmon 

It’s never too late to learn to swim 
The Leisure Centre’s Adult 

Learn to Swim Programme is 

offering classes for beginners 

and nervous swimmers 

aiming to give their 

confidence a boost. local 

resident Emma Lowe, 48, said, ‘I could swim a little but needed 

to gain confidence and learn proper swimming techniques. 

The quality of the teaching is excellent. I felt so proud when I 

had swum a whole length.’ Whether you want to keep you 

and your family safe, be more active or find a new hobby, 

swimming could be just the thing. For details call the Leisure 

Centre (644412) or visit www.better.org.uk/lessons. 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
In September swimmers started training to 

get County swimming times for the 

December closing date. Over 30 went to 

the Gloucester sprint meet and did very 

well with Esmé Rae pictured right (age 10) 

obtaining six personal bests and Katie 

Blundell improved five of her times. Both 

girls were swimmers of the meet. 4SSC 

relay teams did very well 

too with gold and silver 

for the girls’ team and a 

bronze for the boys. Our 

Autumn Championships 

in October was a great 

event giving younger 

swimmers a feel of what 

it’s like to compete in a 

gala and, as the event is 

now licensed, all times 

will be official. If you’re interested in taking your swimming to 

the next level and wish to try competitive swimming please 

contact the Cluv via membership@4SSC.co.uk for a trial. 

Philippa Upton 

Sport in Brief 
Rugby: The Town’s 1st XV has started really well in the Berks, 

Bucks and Oxon Championship. They top the table with five wins 

from five. It would be great if they could continue this good form. 

                                         Graham Beacham

 Katie Blundell receiving her 
Swimmer of the Meet trophy from 

coach John Newman
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Chippy Ramblers explore Tew 
Chippy ramblers enjoyed a sunny Sunday afternoon walk on 7 

October after the much needed rain of the previous day. We 

are pictured assembling at the New Street car park then we 

piled into cars with two dogs on board and drove to Great 

Tew for the start of the walk. Delightful thatched cottages 

were passed before heading into lightly wooded countryside. 

The walk continued along a good track until we approached 

a large staghead oak tree. We then veered across fields and up 

hedgerows to approach the perimeter of Great Tew estate 

and an impressive ha-ha. This led us into Great Tew village and 

back to the cars. Having seen a large buzzard and a wonderful 

carpet of cyclamen en route, we failed however to spot any 

celebrities from nearby Soho Farmhouse. Sadly the clocks go 

back at the end of October so November’s walk will begin at 

our winter time of 1.30pm – we meet at the New Street car 

park. New members are very welcome. Enquiries to Heather 

Leonard (643691) or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk, or Jenny 

Harrington. email: jennyharrington@btinternet.com 

Jill Megson 

Railwayana & Christmas cheer! 
Mike Clemens was welcomed enthusiastically by Railway Club 

members on 2 October, showing more of his father’s archive 

railway films. Mike now has digitalised these 50s and 60s cine 

films and many are available to buy as DVDs. After some films 

of the Scottish Highlands came colour film clips of Chippy 

Station, plus a train emerging from the tunnel! His collection 

is much in demand by the BBC and film companies looking for 

original shots of bygone days, as he holds the largest selection 

of archive railway films in the UK. With DVDs and books to 

his credit his website, full of information, is worth a visit. 

www.michaelclemonsrailways.co.uk  

On 6 November, former member and Chairman, Martin 

Quartermain will be the speaker. His subject ‘BR Western 

Region – Post Beeching’ is sure to be popular. Living in Hook 

Norton, Martin has one of the area’s best collections of local 

railwayana. He is also an auctioneer, working with Mike Soden 

at Great Central Auctions.  

Diary Date: 4 December meeting will be our usual festive 

occasion. A glass or two of cheer and a hot mince pie. Not 

forgetting our very popular Christmas Raffle. All very informal. 

Entertaining us will be Joe Rosen, with his pet subject Steaming 

to Broadway. The story of the Gloucester & Warwickshire 

Railway, based in Toddington but now up and running between 

Cheltenham Racecourse Station and Broadway.  

Estelle Brain 641586 

Wonderland at CN Flower Club  
Our September meeting was a 

busy workshop led by Elaine 

from Elaine’s flowers based at 

Wyatt’s Garden centre which 

produced lots of autumnal 

results. Pictured is the result of 

the demonstration by Elaine. 

Our Christmas evening on      

22 November will be led by 

National demonstrator David Martin and is entitled Winter 

Wonderland. We are starting the evening with seasonal 

refreshments and stalls; there will be the usual raffle where 

you will have the chance to win the flowers from the evening. 

Doors open at 6.30 for a 7.30 start, tickets are £10 for 

members and £12 for visitors, more information from Ann on 

01608 683289 or email snips59@icloud.com 

Bees, foraging and green drinks 
Local group, Transition Chipping Norton, hold their regular 

Green Drinks for a social evening with a green theme in the 

Chequers Duck room on the third Thursday of the month – 

next on 15 November at 8pm. All welcome. In October the 

group held a drop-in Bee Party to learn about keeping bees, 

joined in Apple Day at the Community Orchard, and went 

wild food foraging at Chilson. November’s foraging walk will 

be 2pm on Sunday 25 November, meeting at The Stables, 

Webbs Close, Chadlington OX7 3RA and will include foraging 

along the stream in Chadlington – plenty of watercress and 

fool’s water cress, among other things. Email 

TransitionChippingNorton@gmail.com for details. 
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on open fires. At the end of the month the scouts are camping 

again – this time the North Oxon Midnight challenge. 

Explorer Katie Blundell sent this report of a memorable trip: 
During the summer holidays 

I was lucky enough to go to 

northern Norway with 42 

other Oxfordshire Scouts 

and Explorers. Some 

amazing activities included 

hiking, outdoor climbing, 

whale watching and a day at 

the Norwegian space 

station. My favourite was the 

whale watching when we 

spotted two sperm whales 

and our guide told us about 

their habits and 

environment. We also took 

part in a litter pick on a secluded bay and collected 90 bags of 

plastic which were taken back to base camp for disposal. 

Having prepared for cold weather we were surprised to get a 

range of temperatures, up to 30 degrees and down to minus 

4! Following on from this trip I now have many new Explorer 

friends throughout the County.  

Special interests at U3A 
On 7 November we will have hear about The Story of the 

Dancer. John Ekers (accordian player & caller) and colleagues 

from the Adderbury Village Morris Men present a fictionalised 

account from the First World War based around the Morris 

Dancers who went off to fight and were, in the main, killed on 

the Somme. We will see some of the dances and hear some 

Christmas carols that were sung at the famous Christmas 

truce. The dancers will talk about the kit they wear and their 

tours of the battlefields to honour the dead team members.  

Our last monthly meeting this year will be on 5 December, 

when Clive Nichols will talk about Garden Photography. Clive 

has a reputation as one of the world's finest flower and 

garden photographers and was dubbed Britain's best Garden 

Photographer by Photo Plus – The Canon Magazine.  

Both events will take in the Methodist Church in 

Chipping Norton at 2.30pm. But U3A is not just about 

monthly talks and not all members can make these – we also 

have a wide range of 'special interest groups' that include 

active and less active pursuits. If you want to know more 

about the U3A, our special interest groups, or the meeting 

series then visit www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 

646578, or come along to one of our meetings at 2.30pm in 

Methodist Church on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Martin Davies 

Chipping Norton Labour Party  
Chippy Labour Party has had an action packed autumn! 

Activists have returned enthused from Labour's Conference 

eager to campaign to remove this Tory Government – the 

whole Labour Party is on a General Election footing! We have 

been out campaigning in support of Labour candidates 

selected to fight seats in the District Council elections next 

May. We are gearing up for District and Town Council 

elections here. Don't forget to make sure you're registered to 

vote! Members have been active in supporting the campaign 

to save Cogges Surgery in Witney, the Birmingham Homecare 

CLUB NEWS

Scouting about 
Beavers (Riverside colony) this term have been completing 

their team work badge, taking part in lots of team games and 

learning to lead a team.We have also completed our first 

Beaver sleepover where we learned how to put up tents, tie 

knots and had a go at archery, then slept at our scout hut 

overnight. 

Cubs had a weekend 

camp at Horley where 

they had to look after an 

egg each (hard boiled). The 

eggs had a variety of 

shelters built for them, 

including a hospital for an 

egg that got a little cracked. 

In the usual weekly 

meetings Cubs have been 

learning about teamwork 

through playing games, 

cracking codes and 

working out the best 

attributes of a team player. 

Our annual Bring a Parent 

to Cubs’ Night was very popular, teams of cubs and parents 

made a variety of bridges out of straws which were then 

judged on aesthetics and strength. 

Scouts have been busy this month clearing the bank outside 

the hut, making an amazing bug hotel and a home for 

hedgehogs. The scouts have also been to CPCW – a county 

camp where the scouts look after themselves without the 

interference of grown-ups – setting up the camp and cooking 

Three cubs with the shelter they 
built for their eggs

Katie, left, with fellow Explorers 
in Norway



Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Workers Dispute, Asylum Sounds and Windrush Against 

Sewage Pollution. We are a very active party branch of just 

under a hundred members. Our next campaign and social 

events will be:- 

17 Nov – Street Stall: Housing/Tenants Rights 

13 Dec – Christmas Dinner & Red Raffle at the Chequers 

Our Labour Councillors Laetisia Carter and Geoff Saul hold 

regular surgeries at The Old Mill Café where they would be 

pleased to meet you. See Facebook: In Touch With Chipping 

Norton Labour Councillors for regular updates. For more 

information contact Mike Cahill, Branch Secretary at 

chippylabour2017@aol.com. There are almost a thousand 

members & supporters of the Labour Party in West Oxfordshire 

– if you support & vote Labour why not join us? join.labour.org.uk 

Steve Akers 

Chippy Folk at the Artyard Café 
October’s meeting saw a good turnout and soon launched 

into an eclectic mix of songs ranging from original to 

traditional and from modern to medieval. Rachel Chai started 

with her lovely singing  and we quickly progressed around the 

tables. A few of the many splendid offerings were Mandy and 

Patrick's skilful harmonies, stirring and poignant; Rosie's 

beautiful traditional songs accompanied by her antique zither 

and Ginnie, Claire and Rachel's animated performance and 

fine harmonies. Pete Joshua delighted us with his humour and 

expertise, and Gemma led us in a Seekers’ singalong. After 

several more fine performances, Bev and Simon led the final 

singalong. It was a cheery evening: thanks to all. Next meeting: 

Monday 12 November, 8pm at the Artyard Café, Enstone. 

Kate Underwood  

Welcoming WOWI 
West Oxfordshire 

has a membership 

of 49 lively women 

who would love to 

welcome others to 

join them. Are you 

free at 7.30pm on 

the third Monday 

of every month? 

Join us in St Mary's 

Parish Rooms, 

Chipping Norton. 

In September we 

had a fascinating 

talk from Professor 

Charles Spence on 

what attracts us to food. Sight, smell and then taste, but are 

we prepared for any surprises? In October Liz Atkins will talk 

to us about her Welsh Coastal walk and forthcoming Western 

Ghat Trek in Southern India. This is to raise money for The 

Teenage Cancer Trust. In November we welcome a presenter 

from the Blood Bikes charity. WOWI members are working 

with the Methodist Church to hold an Afternoon Tea Party 

from 2-3.30pm on the first Sunday of the month. If you would 

like to come and have a cup of tea and a choice of a large 

selection of cakes please come and join us on 4 November.  

Hilary Dix 646228  

Chippy Amnesty Write for Rights  
9 November is the anniversary of the Human Rights Act in 

UK and this year we are marking this by campaigning for 

Nonhle Mbutnuma, a south African Human Rights Defender 

whose work to defend ancestral land from being granted 

mineral rights has put her life at risk. 

Write for Rights At our meeting on 8 November we are 

writing to prisoners of conscience, their families and Human 

Rights groups under threat. We know that the cards and 

letters received make a huge difference to these people. They 

also can influence authorities incarcerating the prisoners as it 

makes them realise just how many people around the world 

are aware of them. Everyone is invited to come along to write 

with us; costs covered by our group. We meet at 7.30pm on 

8 November Lower Town Hall. Call Val for details on 645036. 

Amnesty International Christmas cards will be on sale 

at: the Christmas Charity Card Fair 10am to noon in the 

Memorial Hall, Charlbury. 10 November and Christmas in 

Chippy noon-6pm in the Co-op Arcade Sunday 9 December. 

Kaye Freeman 

Blankets and more at CNWI 
Valerie Burton gave an excellent presentation about the 

famous Witney Blanket industry to the October meeting of 

Chipping Norton Women’s Institute. She outlined its 

development from early beginnings in the 1170s utilising the 

wool of the Cotswold Lion sheep to expansion in the 17th 

century when the productions of blankets became Witney’s 

speciality. Surviving many great changes, the trade finally met 

its demise with the arrival of the duvet. This enlightening talk 

was a fitting tribute to a local industry whose name was 

known worldwide and which was closely allied to the history 

of Witney itself. Eight members also attended the Norton 

Sunday tea with WOWI
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Group meeting at Enstone where they heard the touching 

story of Great Ormond Street hospital. On 14 November we 

will learn more about the WI movement’s own history with 

When Resolution was the Only Solution and visitors are 

welcome to join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm. 

Prudence Chard 642903 
Nuts and fruits with NOOG 

Our autumn/winter 

indoor meetings got 

off to a constructive 

start in October with 

a lively discussion of 

‘No-dig gardening 

and green manures’. 

On Wednesday            

7 November we have 

a watery theme, with 

‘The Evenlode catchment area’. A trustee of Wild Oxfordshire 

will tell us about the conservation group and the community 

projects they’re overseeing to restore our local rivers to 

optimum condition, enhancing flood management and 

benefiting wildlife. 

And our Christmas ‘eating meeting’ on Wednesday                      

5 December is an opportunity to bring along dishes to share, 

based on home-grown fruits and nuts. We’ll also be bringing 

seeds to swap. Do join us – visitors are always welcome 

(Members £1, visitors £3). Meetings are held in St Mary’s 

Parish Rooms, starting at 7.30pm. For any enquiries about N 

Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean 

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

Extreme sailing  
We sailors are 

accustomed to 

the privations of 

small boats, yet 

the experiences 

recounted in our 

September talk 

by local Rowena 

Verity, supported 

by Paul Atwood, 

of time aboard a 

70ft yacht in the 

2017/2018 Clip-

per Round the World Yacht Race, were something else. Day 

after day, week after week, the boats crash on, pressed to 40 

degrees of heel, decks awash, while their crew (who’ve paid 

for the privilege!) live in their wet weather gear, with day-to-

day activities – cooking, sleeping, cleaning – presenting 

challenges way beyond the usual meaning of the word. And 

that is fitted around helming, navigating, sail changes, winch 

grinding, reefing and unreefing the mainsail, and hanging on in 

fear of one’s life. Crew share a tiny constantly buffeted space, 

keeping watches night and day, and hot-bunking. As Rowena 

told us, one copes, day by day, as the ‘human dynamics’ play 

out. There were compensatory highs: glorious sunsets; 

shooting stars; dolphins; whales and seabirds. Rowena spent 

140 days at sea and sailed over 25,000 nautical miles, She 

assured us the experience was worth it, but re-entry after the 

Clipper bubble was not easy... For our autumn talks 

programme and to book, please visit cnyc.co.uk.  

Roger Backhaus 

Gardeners glean Alpine info 
October saw the start of the autumn/winter season of the 

Chipping Norton Horticultural Association, with over 50 

members and friends gathering to hear Pam Turner from The 

Malvern and District Alpine Society, speak and show pictures 

on her favourite subject Alpines. Pam gave a very interesting 

and informative talk, which was enjoyed by all.The November 

meeting on the 21st commences with our AGM at 7.15pm and 

I encourage all to come and support the officers and 

committee. This will be followed at 7.30 with a return visit of 

Howard Drury from Birmingham – his topic is Gardening as 

we get Older. Visitors and new members always welcome.  

More details of forthcoming meetings can be found on our 

website www.cnha.uk or from the secretary Eileen Forse 

642375. 

CRAG helps the hungry 
One of the groups that the Charlbury Refugee Action Group 
supports is Refugee Community Kitchen. Here they tell their own 
story: ‘Refugee Community Kitchen serves nourishing food to 

displaced people in the UK and northern France. Entirely 

volunteer-run and donation-based, we are committed to 

serving wholesome food with dignity and respect to people in 

need. We are also providing a moment in the day where 

people can gather and connect. Our food distributions 

recreate a sense of community and provide a safe space for 

medical and legal services, safeguarding groups and other 

support.’ Recently they issued this appeal; ‘Conditions in 

France are as deplorable as ever. We will soon be providing up 

CLUB NEWS

Market Place, Chipping Norton
T: 01608 638535 | E: enquiries@foxchippingnorton.co.uk

www.foxchippingnorton.co.uk

WHAT’S ON

BOOK NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

Weekly special nights

TUESDAY  – BURGER NIGHT
Banging burgers and tasty toppings. The Hog, Longhorn Beef, Spiced Lamb, Cotswold 

Fried Chicken, Filet of Fish and Veggie plus a special guest Burger each week!

WEDNESDAY  – MID WEEK MUSSELS
A trio of moreish mussel dishes served with crusty bread and aioli sauce

THURSDAY – CHOPHOUSE TAKEOVER
Calling all meat lovers! Weight cut steaks, rump, sirloin and fillet and 

two dry aged rump steaks and a bottle of red for £35!

FREE BOTTLE OF PROSECCO FOR PARTIES OF 8 OR MORE

LUNCH
2 Courses £19.95
3 Courses £24.95

DINNER
2 Courses £24.95
3 Courses £29.95



made great progress – see 

the photos for ‘before’ and 

‘after’.  Among all the scrub, 

as well as the usual rubbish, 

we found over a dozen 

footballs – so that should 

make us doubly popular there! In Chippy we have continued 

to work on Hawkyard Common, the Fitzalan Wood opposite 

and the beds in front of the Health Centre. 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts may be available and there is no joining 

fee. Come and enjoy working outdoors in good company. 

More information on our website www.chippygreengym.org 

or email me at jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

Probus Club of Chipping Norton  
With a membership of over 50, CN Probus Club continues to 

thrive with an interesting speakers’ programme and social 

events. For the October meeting the Club welcomed back 

speaker Tim Healey talking on the Drover’s Roads in 

Oxfordshire and beyond. They look forward to the 

November meeting on the 20th to another talk with local links 

when speaker Richard Long’s talk entitled Chadlington to 

Qandaker will give a fascinating insight into the life of Henry 

Rawlinson, Linguist, Soldier, Diplomat and Hero. 

On 13 December the Club meeting will combine with 

the Ladies’ Invitation Annual Lunch at the Wychwood Golf 

Club. Members will enjoy the Christmas carvery at this well 

attended event and no doubt President, Roger Wilkin, will 

entertain with one or two of his guitar accompanied well 

known songs. 

For January, in addition to the meeting on the 15th when 

Marion Ackrill will talk and no doubt perform, on the 

Harmonies in TV Garden Music, members will enjoy a Burns 

Highland Tea at the Wychwood Golf Club on the 25th, the 

poet’s birthday. This popular social event promises to be a 

success once again. 

Guests are always welcome at monthly meetings on the 

third Tuesday of the month at The Crown & Cushion. Visit 

www.chippingnortonprobus.com or contact our membership 

secretary, David Hearnshaw on 643374 for more information. 

Martin Williams 
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to 2000 meals a day, an expensive and challenging endeavour! 

Winter is right around the corner and we are concerned 

about people’s safety as the temperature is already dropping. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Your donations are essential to our 

operation and will allow us to keep people warm and 

nourished throughout the winter months.’ 

CRAG donated the proceeds from the last Sunday Tea 

Concert to Refugee Community Kitchen. See Arts Page (p21) 

for details of the next Sunday Tea Concert. To learn more 

about what CRAG is all about, to join or to make a donation 

please visit: http://www.charlbury.info/community/88/ 

John Dunleavy 

UKIP Corner 
Together with a number of senior local Kippers I decided to 

attend Conference this year and what a worthwhile trip it 

was. We had a list of priorities in the hope of being able to 

gain an audience with the Gods of UKIP but, unlike any other 

Party, our Leader and his Team made their speeches and then, 

instead of disappearing into the distance, every speaker spent 

a couple of hours outside the auditorium talking to our 

members – now that is true democracy. We even had 

Momentum turn up – someone had supplied three times 

more banners than there were protesters to hold them. A 

police inspector was rather amused by it all, as we were! We 

now have candidates confirmed in every Oxfordshire 

Constituency. We are all undergoing training in Public 

Speaking and dealing with the Press.  

Contact me via UKIP.ChippingNorton@gmail.com, or 

stop me in town, and have coffee on me. Until next time. 

Jim Stanley 

Green Gym keeps dry 
We were asked to go to 

Hook Norton Sports and 

Social Club to clear a 

stream which was in 

danger of becoming 

clogged with debris and 

overhanging bushes. 

Fortunately it turned out 

that, after the recent dry 

spell, the stream was 

completely dry so we 

CLUB NEWS

Green Gymmers at work 
clearing the stream in Hook 
Norton – before (above) & 

after (right)
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Chipping Norton School 
Young Arts Award 2018: Every year the Arts Society 

Cotswolds present one Year 13 student going on to study Art 

in further education with a bursary. We are very honoured to 

be chosen as a school for this yearly bursary alongside the 

Cotswold School and Burford School. This year we are very 

proud to announce that Molly Matthews (pictured far right) 

won the bursary and attended the award ceremony at 

Burford community hall. This is always a prestigious occasion 

and members of the Society have the opportunity to view the 

work of the bursary winners and talk to them about their 

inspirations and future aspirations. 

Gold D of E Expedition: Sixteen Sixth Form students 

completed a 4-day assessed canoeing expedition along the 

River Severn over the summer. The group paddled from 

Oswestry to Stourport-on-Severn (mostly in rain!) and got a 

taste of wild camping. At the end of the expedition the 

students enjoyed a great sense of achievement. 

CNPS News: Mr Brown (Head of Music) and Miss Johnston 

were delighted to welcome 20 Year 5 & 6 pupils to Chipping 

Norton School on Friday 28 September to take part in a 

Music Ensemble and Concert. Our budding primary musicians 

learnt two new pieces of music and rehearsed with the 

Chipping Norton School Concert Band during the afternoon 

and it was a wonderful opportunity for all involved. The CNS 

Concert Band member showed their leadership skills 

encouraging and supporting the primary musicians to 

perform the piece with confidence and flair.  At 4pm families, 

carers and teachers arrived to hear the performance which 

was very well received. Well done to everyone who took part 

in this event.  

Football Tournament: The teams from the Partnership 

competed at the annual U11 Football tournament. Everyone 

played well and put a lot into it, supporting and encouraging 

each other and showing lots of skills. This festival was run by 

Year 12 Sports Leaders, who refereed, recorded the scores 

and oversaw the whole event. At the end of the festival the 

winners were: 

Big Schools Girls: St Mary’s 

Big Schools Boys: St Mary’s 

Small School Boys: Chadlington 

Small School Girls: Enstone 

D & T Workshop: We were delighted to have over 20 Year 

4 & 5 pupils at our 

D&T workshop 

which was run by Mr 

Newton and Mr 

McCormick. The 

pupils were asked to 

design a keyring, 

choosing what shape 

it would be and the 

words they would 

like on it. The designs varied from the name of their dogs to 

favourite football teams. They were supported by six Year 10 

students who sat with the younger children helping them 

initially draw their designs and then transferring them to the 

computer. It was a busy and productive environment and our 

Year 10s showed maturity and skill teaching and supporting 

our primary pupils. The keyring designs were then cut on the 

laser cutter. Congratulations to everyone at the workshop, 

and thank you to Mr Newton and Mr McCormick.  

Guest Speaker: Year 13 Sociologists and Geographers 

benefited from Paul Langley, Head of Education and Youth at 

Oxfam, coming to speak to them about international 

development, the role of Oxfam in tackling global poverty and 

the inequality and injustices in the world. Our Sociology 

students study global development, looking at issues such as 

war and conflict, gender, education, trade and employment 

and aid and the Geographers benefited from hearing about 

the role of NGOs in natural disasters as well as the knock-on 

consequences of global inequality.  

Sixth Form Open Evening  
Thursday 15 November, 6-8pm 

Come and see why we are rated Outstanding by Ofsted 



30

SCHOOLS NEWS

Holy Trinity Primary 
If you are interested in your child starting at Holy Trinity in 

September 2019, please contact Cathy or Maria in the school 

office (643487) to arrange a visit. We are happy for you to 

meet our Head Teacher, staff and children and take a tour of 

our happy, thriving school. 

School Games Gold Award: We were awarded this Award 

again for academic year 2017-2018. This is a great boost as it 

is one of our school’s key priorities, which is to ensure all our 

children are educated in how to live a healthy lifestyle. This 

term we have already taken part in the partnership Football 

Tournament and are preparing for a cross-country event and 

a Hockey Tournament. Our ‘Sports Squad’ have been very 

busy this term too, organising lots of activities at playtimes.  

Steam Museum: We have had a number of class trips, which 

have included a Year 6 visit to the STEAM Museum in 

Swindon, where the children were evacuees for the day. Lilly-

Mae and Harriet Y6 report: It was a memorable experience to 

spend the day in the life of an evacuee. We got to go on a 

steam train, we got billeted to different homes and learnt all 

about life during World War II. The best bit was playing with 

wartime toys and eating a rationed style lunch!  

Forest School:  The Oaks and Sycamores from Year 1 have 

had their first trips to Forest School this term. They have had 

fun making dens from fallen branches and swinging on rope 

swings. This week they walked along the stream and caught 

water creatures in their sieves. Their last session will involve 

a well-earned hot chocolate and toasted marshmallows 

around the fire. 

Year 6 Residential: A report from Elin and Trisha about their 
trip to Yenworthy Residential in Devon: When we got to 

Yenworthy Lodge, everybody was very happy and we 

unpacked our bags ready for the adventures that lay ahead. 

On the first day, we did a ropes course, which involved 

teamwork and perseverance skills. The best day was when we 

got to go surfing on Putsborough Sands. The waves were 

enormous but most of us managed to stand up on a surf 

board for the first time! On the last day, we went for a 

woodland walk and stopped off for a ‘wild swim’! It was so 

freezing that our hands and feet went numb, however, it was 

great fun! Thank you to the staff and our teachers for looking 

after us on our first week away from home. 

This is just one of the many happy stories by the children. 

They had a wonderful experience on their residential. An 

assembly was held for their parents, where they were able to 

recount all the happy times they had. 

MacMillan Coffee Morning: This year our teachers baked 

cakes for our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. We managed 

to raise £60 for this worthwhile charity. Thank you to 

everyone for making it successful.  

Teams4U – Christmas Shoebox Appeal: We continue to 

support the Appeal this year. If you would like to support this 

charity, please bring in your decorated shoeboxes into school 

by Friday 16 November. Labels indicating whether boy/girl and 

age are available from the school office.  

Arts  &  Crafts  Christmas  at  Great  Rollright 
Join   twelve   local   artists  

in Great Rollright  Village Hall     
Friday 7 December 1-4pm & 

Saturday & Sunday 8/9 December 

10am-4pm 

Unique   gifts   to   purchase.  
Festive refreshments available
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St Mary’s Primary  
Charities Week: Year 3/4 organized a school Charities 

Week to raise 

money for 

Shelter & Oxford 

University Hos-

pitals. The week 

went really well! 

On Monday they 

sold smoothies 

to year 1 and 2, 

Tuesday was a 

cake sale, Wednesday was dress up as a Roald Dahl character 

and a film night for key stage 2. On Thursday Year 1 and 2 had 

their film night 

which was 

James and the 
Giant Peach. 

The most 

exciting day 

was Friday, 

when a mini 

fete was held 

in the 

afternoon with lots of stalls and prizes to be won. It was a 

very successful and enjoyable week.  

Year 3/4 
Church Visit: In 

RE this term Year 

3 and 4 have been 

learning about 

communion and 

went to St Mary’s 

Church to learn 

all about it. In 

communion the 

focus is on the  

the Bible story about the Last Supper. In church the table was 

already set up with wine, bread, water, tablecloth, chalice and 

candles. Children were chosen to help tell the story. 

Open Morning: On 28 September 9 and 11am the School 

was buzzing with visitors, as we welcomed both prospective 

and current parents and friends to our Open Morning. The 

visitors were guided around our working school by a 

wonderful and much appreciated team of year 6 Ambassadors, 

who, judging by positive comments made, were able to answer 

all questions asked!! The visitors were treated to 

performances from our Singing Club and current parents 

were really pleased to be able to watch their own children in 

the classroom environment. It was a great opportunity for 

visitors to see the wonderful facilities offered in the school as 

a whole and especially in our Early Years Foundation Stage 

rated Outstanding by OFSTED. Visitors also looked at our 

wraparound care facilities where children can be looked after 

before and after school. 

Football success: Hugh congratulations must go to our Year 

5/6 football teams. During the Year 5/6 Partnership Football 

Tournament not one goal was conceded and both our girls’ 

and our boys’ team came home as triumphant winners. A 

great start to our sporting year! 

Harvest Festival: St Mary’s church and team were host to 

the Schools’ annual Harvest Festival in October. A 

congregation of children, staff and parents filled the church 

with song and celebration to mark and be thankful for our 

bountiful harvest. Parents were as usual highly generous with 

their food and cash donations which the church will distribute 

alongside their own collections. Many thanks for Miss Elwyn, 

staff member and our church team for organising such a 

welcome service. 

Singing Club Gala: The Singing Club were very excited to 

be asked to showcase our talents at the Gala evening in the 

Town Hall. It was with a mixture of excitement and nerves 

that we performed on the stage to a full hall. We have had so 

many positive comments since saying how wonderful the 

children were and we were very proud of them, especially our 

soloists who were using microphones for the first time! Thank 

you also to all our parents and friends that came along to 

support us. The Concert raised more than £600 for Highlands 

Day Centre.  
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The Town Nursery School  
We have had a very busy few weeks in NS4, settling in to the 

new routine and welcoming some new children to the class. 

We started the term with one of our favourite stories, The 

Snail and the Whale. After only being in Nursery School 4 for 

two weeks we took all 32 children on a trip down to the 

theatre to watch a performance of the Snail and the Whale. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed the performance and are 

still talking about what a great time they had. We have been 

drawing pictures of all the animals in the story, playing with 

whales and snails in rice and have decorated some stones for 

the children to use to retell the story. To finish our snail and 

whale project we did a big display where all the children were 

involved in painting big backing paper to make our favourite 

page from the book, we made William’s snail very small and 

Dexter said, ‘My whale is the massive, bigger than me.’  

Chadlington Primary  

The Romans have 

been a major 

focus with Years 3 

& 4 heading up to 

the Lake District 

to learn about the 

Romans in Britain, 

and some of the 

skills required 

during those times, including making and baking their own 

bread from scratch. All of the Key Stage 2 pupils headed to the 

Corinium Museum in Cirencester, and there has been plenty 

of intrigue amongst all of the top 4 years as they have read 

The Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence – this was then 

wonderfully complemented by a visit from the author herself, 

who was able to give the children an incredible workshop on 

writing mystery stories, and setting a scene in a historical era. 

Reception, and Years One and Two have been to meet the 

Town Mayor, with the former settling in well to the school 

environment at the same time, and they all combined 

harmoniously to sing their hearts out at the recent Harvest 

Festival service. 

The Footballers were superb at the CNPS tournament 

held at Chipping Norton School, with the boys winning the 

Small Schools Trophy with ease, and the girls missing out on 

top spot solely on goal difference. 

Kingham Primary  
In September, children from year 2 to 6 enjoyed an exciting, 

fun and informative presentation about the writing process 

from conception of the original idea to the final product from 

the author Andy Seed. Andy shared his experiences and 

frustrations during the writing of his latest book (initially 

entitled The Origin of the Faeces), The Clue is in the Poo! 

As part of their topic on WW1 year 6 visited the Black 

Country Living Museum in Dudley to see how the war 

affected those who lived on the Home Front. It was hard for 

most of us to understand how daily life was possible without 

the comforts we take for granted: indoor bathrooms and 

toilets, food, money and even life at school. Year 5 visited the 

STEAM Museum, Swindon. Everyone dressed in 1940's style, 

even the teachers! The tour guide Roy, who was a child during 

the War, took us round each workshop. The first activity about 

how the trains were used during the war. After that, we 

experienced a World War II train, the Caerphilly Castle. We 

sat on top of the water tanks, it was a bit of a tight squeeze 

and very high up, here we learnt about the air raid. 

Middle Barton Primary  

School staff, children, parents and governors have welcomed 

their new Head Teacher, Charlie Barwell (Marshall) into the 

community. They are celebrating another successful year of 

results, with children performing above Oxfordshire and 

National averages yet again. The School is continuing to 

develop its outdoor eco building which offers another 

enhanced learning space for the children. Do pop over and 

take a look! We will be holding an open afternoon for any new 

parents wishing to visit us on Thursday 15 November from 

1.30pm. We look forward to meeting some of you soon. 

Bledington Primary  
Jemima and Tommy report: Bledington Primary School held 

their annual Back to School village walk on Friday and luckily 

it was a beautiful, sunny day. This walk is a good thing to do as 

you can walk with your parents and friends and new families 

can meet other mums, dads and children. It’s also good 

because you get lots of fresh air and exercise and that makes 

you hungry for the cakes that are at the end of the walk! When 

we got back to the school, Green class had organised a cake 

sale to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Research. There was 

tea, coffee, squash and lots of biscuits, cupcakes, brownies and 

slices of cake and people were able to sit and relax after the 

long walk. Altogether we raised £180 for the charity. 

On Friday night we are looking forward to an infant and 

a junior disco. There will be a DJ with games and activities. At 
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the same time The Bledington School Association are having 

a wine and nibbles evening for parents to meet and chat to 

each other. 

Great Rollright Primary  
Now it’s November, the days 

may be getting cooler and 

shorter, but it's not slowing us 

down -- even after school. This 

term, children are enjoying 

eight after-school clubs: French, 

art, football, sewing, hockey, 

singing, eco club, and netball 

(pictured). Our diverse range 

of extra-curricular activities is 

just one of the ways we try to 

implement our vision of what 

school should be — not just 

about test results, but about 

nurturing the whole child with 

a rich range of experiences.  

Other highlights since the last issue:  
Harvest: As we do each autumn, we walked next door to St 

Andrew’s Church for our annual Harvest Service, much of 

which was written and led by the children.  

Games Crew: Four of our Year 5 students attended training 

at Chipping Norton School to become Playground Leaders. 

They will now train other Year 5s to help them improve 

lunchtime activities.  

BeSpace: We had a two-day visit from this charity, which 

brings prayer and reflection spaces to schools. 

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all 

that we offer — including a free bus to Chipping Norton. 

Please make an appointment by calling 01608 737202.  

Kingham Hill School 
Kingham Hill Sixth Former shines at NASA: During the 

summer, Year 13 pupil Ana 

received the incredible 

opportunity to compete at 

the International Space 

Settlement Design 

Competition as a member 

of the EU team. She had 

qualified for the globally 

renowned competition 

after impressing judges at 

the national finals of the UK 

Space Design Competition. 

The Competition, 

hosted at the NASA 

Kennedy Space Centre in 

Orlando, saw teams from 

across the world compete to design a fully functioning space 

settlement on the Lunar surface. Ana joined teenagers from 

the UK, India, Romania and America to form a company called 

Vulture Aviation. Ana was chosen to lead the automation 

department; this meant she was in charge of all the electrical 

and electronic engineering and mechatronics of the 

settlement design. 

Teams were given 72 hours to complete their design for 

the self-sustainable settlement. Once all the presentations 

were made the results were announced. Ana and team Vulture 

Aviation produced some strong concepts and were awarded 

second place. Speaking about her experience at the 

competition, Ana commented, ‘My favourite part was meeting 

Norman Chaffee amongst many other engineers, he talked to 

us about Apollo 11 Moon landing for which he was an 

operant. He gave an amazing lecture about automation 

control which was academically very useful.’ 

Sibford School 
Toddlers warmly invited to come and play: Sibford 

School Early Years is 

introducing free Stay & 

Play sessions for toddlers 

and their parents or 

grandparents. Sessions 

will run from 10.30-

11.45am on Friday     

9 November and Friday 

23 November. Helen Hoy, 

head of Sibford School 

Early Years said, ‘The aim 

of these sessions is to 

help young children and their families to get a taste of what 

Early Years at Sibford is really like.’ Children can join Sibford 

Nursery from the September after they turn three, while 

Reception Class offers places for four-year-olds. Under the 

Early Education Funding Scheme, three to four-year-olds are 

eligible for up to 15 hours free funding per week. ‘Sibford 

Early Years provides a perfect entry into school life,’ said 

Helen. ‘Our rural setting means that children have numerous 

opportunities to explore outdoors and learn through hands-

on experience. We offer flexible sessions which means that 

each child can enjoy as much or as little time with us as we 

and their parents deem appropriate.’ The free Stay & Play 

sessions are designed for children aged between 3 and 4. 

Because spaces are limited pre-booking is essential. To book 

call Elspeth Dyer on 01295 781203 or email: 

edyer@sibfordschool.co.uk. 
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Support for the British Legion 
Our Poppy Appeal total for 2017-2018 has closed with a 

magnificent £16, 521.01 which is 24% up on last year. Although 

taking on Enstone added £2,000 to the total it was still a very 

satisfying increase. Thanks go to everybody for their 

generosity; this sum will go to help our Armed Forces 

Community past and present. We will have Poppy Days in the 

town centre on Saturday 3 and 10 November. If anyone would 

like to lend a hand with collecting please contact Steve 

Kingsford on 01295 780716 or stevekingsford@gmail.com.  

On Friday 14 September we hosted a 1940's evening at 

the Crown & Cushion with The Swingettes, featuring our 

Legion sweetheart Lula May. The ballroom was beautifully 

decorated with sandbags and camouflage netting outside, 

created by Carol and Dave Peachey. Inside Linda had paid 

great attention to period detail and the stage was set for a 

great evening. With around 80 people present, many in 40's 

costume, we were superbly entertained by the trio of girls, 

the great music getting many up on to the dance floor. A profit 

of over £1,000 will be split between three charities: The Royal 

Air Force Association, The Bethlehem Trust and Dogs for 

Good. Special thanks go to Carol Peachey our social 

secretary, Linda and her staff at the Crown & Cushion and of 

course the very lovely and talented Swingettes. 

Steve Kingsford, British Legion, Chipping Norton Branch 

Those S3 bus memories 
Your contributor H Brown 

did travel on a former S3 

vehicle in Devon! (Sept issue 

p35). Three former S3 

vehicles, numbers 15431, 

15432 and 15433, transferred 

in 2012 and a further two 

former S3 vehicles, 15434 and 

15435, followed in 2015. 

These were long before the 

days of the gold livery and 

they carried standard 

stagecoach livery with green 

S3 logos. All five vehicles are 

based at Barnstaple garage 

and work the Ilfracombe 

service amongst others. 

Having lived in Woodstock, I spent many happy hours, until I 

got married, travelling on buses worked by Chippy crews. The 

route having been the long standing 44 until it became the 

420, 20 and now the S3. I am a full time railwayman by 

profession, but my special interest has always been the 

Oxford to Chippy route. I have a substantial collection of 

timetables including a reprint as far back as 1945. Chippy 

Garage had a large route network in its heyday with most 

towns and villages radiating from the Town served at least 

twice a week. The garage in London Road was also a major 

engineering facility for COMS and Oxford / South Midland 

until it was closed and demolished. Many of us still miss when 

Dickie Worth ran the route from Oxford to Enstone and 

Chippy with coaches rather than buses which, unlike today, 

did not have leather seats and Wi-fi. In the 70s there was 

even a bus named ‘The Chippy Flyer’ that ran non-stop from 

Oxford and a dial ride taxi service in Chippy also operated 

by South Midland buses.  

Vic Gackowski, Radley, Oxfordshire 

Highlands says, ‘Thank You ... 
... to everyone who supported us with the Gala Concert on 

Saturday 29 September in the Town Hall. The entertainment 

was first class and included St Mary's School Singing Club, Louis 

Juckes, Emily Taylor-Milne and Ellie and Grace giving us a 

wonderful first half.....followed by Fiona & Debbie, Arthur Taylor 

and Debbie n' Sam completing the concert with some sing-a-

long 60's and a bit of Rock n' Roll. All proceeds went to 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those 
of the Team.

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered             

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Memories of the number 44 – 
precursor of today’s Oxford to 

Chippy S3
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Highlands and will be used for the benefit of its members. For 

details of the Centre please ring Joyce and the Team on 643320 

Joyce Taylor 

Help with Christmas Trees 
It is that time of year, when I ask for help with putting the lights 

on the Christmas trees that adorn our town during the festive 

season. This event very much relies on volunteers and would 

not happen without their help. We will meet at 9am on Sunday 

25 November in the Lower Town Hall and it takes about 21
/2 

hours. The trees will be erected by the Town Council’s 

contractors on Monday 26 November, where some further 

help is needed to take out the trees to the contractors. This 

also starts at 9am. The trees will come down on Sunday 13 

January and help is needed to collect them and take off the 

lights. Starting time 9am at the Town Hall. Please help us with 

this task, as without your help the trees do not go up. 

Pat Lake 

Chippy Hospital’s League of Friends 
We are a group of people still very much present in Chipping 

Norton. We still exist to support our NHS-delivered services 

and as our constitution states: ‘The League of Friends is a 

major stakeholder in the community’s Hospital and 

Intermediate Care Bed healthcare provision and seeks to 

represent and safeguard the interests of people living in 

Chipping Norton and the surrounding district’. Since 2011 

and the re-location of the War Memorial Hospital to the 

brand new building on Russell Way, the League of Friends has 

been very keen to support the level of clinics and services as 

provided by our Outpatient Unit (there are currently more 

than 30 clinics running, with demand on the increase). We also 

support the superb work of our Birth Centre, not to mention 

the amazing work carried out by our out-of-hours First Aid 

Unit which is held up as a beacon standard. Gone are the days 

when the annual Hospital Fete was a huge social occasion in 

the Town and  the provision of healthcare services has 

changed vastly over the years, but the League of Friends are a 

very localised group, who care about maintaining good NHS 

services in our community. Do you care? Are you interested 

enough to want to join us? We see potential threats in the 

future, to the provision of our out of hours First Aid Unit, and 

we would welcome new members, with energy, to safeguard 

the interests of the residents of our community and district. 

Do get in touch. jograves46@aol.com 

Jo Graves Chairman League of Friends of Chipping Norton 

& District War Memorial Hospital  

Toilet tribulation 
Toilets – If we want to present Chippy 

as a tourist town when are we going to 

get some decent town centre toilets? I 

am fed up with people asking where 

the toilets are. The gents at the Town 

Hall always seems to be locked up or 

out of order. Men are urinating in the 

bushes outside in full view of anyone 

going past, especially distressing to 

mums with small children. Why don't 

the Town Council do something about 

this with their money from our hugely increased council tax. 

Toilets are one of the few things they are responsible for. 

Cicely Maunder, Past Town Mayor 

Becoming just a village! 
This household feels we are now a village rather than the 

thriving town we once were. We shouldn't have to travel to 

Banbury or Witney for a bank, to see solicitors, buy shoes, 

children’s clothes and underwear etc. Don’t build any more in 

Chippy until we have sorted out the Town and the doctors’ 

surgery. We recently waited over three hours to see the 

doctor and then an appointment had to be made but that was 

(a wait of) another three weeks. Simply not good enough.  

Name and address supplied 
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DIARY

In September, a great atmosphere of friendship and 

celebration, Chipping Norton School hosted an event to 

mark the 50th 

anniversary of our 

German Exchange 

with the Theodor-

Heuss-Gymnasium 

in Nördlingen. The 

exchange goes back 

to a partnership 

between Oxford-

shire and the 

Bavarian region of 

Schwaben – and a 

meeting between 

Top School’s then 

head Arthur 

Nockles and Dr 

Alexander Kessler. 

After initial alter-

nate year visits, the trips are now yearly – and 

hundreds of students have been able to 

experience family and school life in a different 

country and form many long lasting 

friendships. Recent students often have 

parents or other family members who took 

part long ago – the grandfather of one 

German student visiting this year took part in 

the very first visit to Chipping Norton back in 

1968! The German teachers have been over 

LOCAL NEWS

50 years of our German Exchange

November (News out Monday 29 October) 

1st Talk of the Town: Famous People, Celebrities & 
Eccentrics of Chipping Norton - Alan Brain at 6.30pm 

in The Library - call 643559 to reserve a seat 

3rd Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 - details p10 

4th Rambling Club NB meet Winter time of 1.30pm - see p24 

WOWI’s Tea, cake & chat Methodist Hall 2-3.30pm see p5 

All Souls Service 3pm St Mary’s Church details 646202 

CRAG Concert 3pm Charlbury - see p21 

6th WWI Window Competition judging details p2 

Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p24 

7th District Councillors’ Drop-in 10-11.30am - Old Mill 

West St see p13 
U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p25 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms  see p27 

8th Amnesty:  Write for Rights evening - see p26 

9th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 

Town Hall Charity Disco 7.30-midnight - see p2 

10th Two Minutes Silence 10.50 War Memorial - see p2 

Screen by the Green in Churchill -  see p15 

11th Remembrance Parade & Service- details p2 

12th Local History Society Liz Woolley - Oxfordshire and the 

Spanish Civil War 2pm Methodist Hall 

CN Folk Club 8pm in Enstone - see p26 

14th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist 

World Missions  

14th CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see ps26-27 

15th Green Drinks with Transition CN 8pm  Chequers see p24 

17th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

Methodist Male Voice Choir Concert 7pm town Hall see 

advert on p21 

19th West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p26 

Amateur Astronomy Group Colin Stuart  of the Royal 

Observatory 7.30 Methodist Hall -  details: www.cnaag.com 

20th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion - details p28 

21st Horticultural Association AGM 7.15pm Methodist 

Hall see p26 

22nd CN Flower Club Christmas Demonstration - Winter 

Wonderland 6.30pm - see p24 

23rd Highlands’ Xmas Bingo 7.30pm Over Norton 

Village Hall see p11 

Adderbury Ensemble Quintet 7.30 Town Hall see p21 

29-1Dec Methodist Christmas Tree Festival - see advert p4 

December (News out Monday 26 November) 

2nd Rambling Club NB meet Winter time of 1.30pm - see p24 

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p24 

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p25 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners see p27 

8th Kingham Singers’ Christmas Concert  - see p21 

9th Christmas in Chippy Christmas Market etc noon-6pm visit 

Instagram @Christmasinchippy for details 

WOWI’s Tea, cake & chat Methodist Hall 2-3.30pm see p5

many times and their bus driver, Peter Rapp, has just 

completed his 22nd visit! At the celebrations, with  students, 

German guests and 

their host families, 

CNS Headteacher 

Barry Doherty, 

visiting head Herr 

Aunkofer and Mayor 

Don Davidson led 

with remarks praising 

the  exchange 

programmes. The 

Mayor presented the 

German teachers 

with a glass engraved 

with the coat of arms 

of Chipping Norton. 

The highlight of the 

evening was a shadow 

puppet play per-

formed in German by some of the Chipping 

Norton students telling the story of the saving 

of Nördlingen in 1440 by a pig! Chipping 

Norton School is proud that it has maintained 

such strong links with its German partner 

school for such a long time. At a time when 

many schools no longer offer the exchange 

experience to students, the School is looking 

forward to keeping this friendship going for 

many more years to come.  

 

This year’s Chippy and Nördlingen students, teachers and families – with heads                
Mr Doherty and Herr Aunkofer




