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Chipping Norton’s hot summer saw many 
visitors to our historic market town – 
welcomed by our lively bars, cafés, shops, 
Lido, Theatre and more!  

Chippy remains a great town to live in. But 
this month’s News brings reports of more 
shops closing, and empty town centre 
property for sale, renovation or conversion 
to homes. Hard working High Street retailers 
are challenged with business rates and online 
competition. But the best retailers are trying 
to be different. They also want better space. 
In Chippy, our purpose built and ‘edge of 
town’ sites – Worcester Rd, Aldi, the new 
London Road shops, and Station Mill Antiques 
– are busy or attracting retailers.  

Our iconic town centre with its historic 
heritage buildings – such as old banks, and 
some New Street and High Street shops – 
needs investment and new ideas for use. It’s 
still the community’s centre and home for 
convenience shopping. But other market 
towns are ‘reinventing’ their High Streets – 
focusing on leisure, entertainment, festivals, 
heritage and visitor centres, specialist 
markets, community hubs, crafts, new media, 
and attractive places for small business and 
start ups. Chippy has some of this – does it 
need more? Time for a vision, some new 
ideas, some new investors? More articles and 
discussion inside. 
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High Street ...

Hot Summer of Fun

News & Features in this issue:  
• Outstanding A Level results 

• Our NHS turns 70 

• £250k boost for Leisure Centre 

• Chippy’s MP on Brexit resignation and potholes 

• The Chequers reopened 

• Catching up with Assumpta 

• Youth Theatre’s Jo passes the baton 

• Rowena’s round the world yachting adventure 

• Heath Farm – Made in the Cotswolds 

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools & Letters 

 Changing town centre needs vision and investment

Top School’s Year 11 Prom celebrations kicked 
off a hot summer, then fun with Pandemonium 
in the Park, Lido queues, ice lollies galore, and 

summer parties – see colour centre spread 
 

where next?
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LOCAL HISTORY FEATURE

Exploring our Norman Castle Earlier this year, under 

licence from Historic England and with the help of the 

landowner, CNBR commissioned a geophysical survey of the 

Castle Banks to try to learn more about our Norman castle. 

Castle Banks, long suspected to have been a Norman castle, 

had never had exploratory work done to confirm if this was 

the case. Geophysical 

imaging has now 

confirmed that a 

wealth of stone 

foundations, cellar 

pits and ditches, 

perhaps even curtain 

walls, survive below 

the grass. The 

CNBR’s research 

into the Town’s 

surviving buildings, 

sponsored by Historic England under their Early Fabric in 

Historic Towns project, inevitably led to questions on how the 

castle affected the plan of the Town, in particular the routes 

between the two and the buildings which may have once lined 

them.  

Links with the Town’s layout Chipping Norton was 

established as a market town in the late twelfth century by the 

Fitzalans, then occupiers of the castle. The Town’s plan, with 

burgage plots surrounding a triangular market place, is typical 

of a twelfth-century planned market town. The Town’s layout 

and early history was therefore greatly influenced by the Castle. 

However, despite its acknowledged importance, the site has 

never been studied in detail. We decided to see if we could 

learn more about the Castle’s plan, perhaps where the 

entrances may have been, as well as encourage further research.  

‘Huge archaeological potential’ With grants from 

Oxfordshire Buildings Record, Oxfordshire Architectural and 

Historical Society, the landowners Mr and Mrs Caws and the 

Mick Aston Archaeology Fund, we commissioned Abingdon 

Archaeological Geophysics to conduct two geophysical 

surveys, one measuring the ground’s magnetism 

(magnetometry) and another measuring the ground’s 

electrical resistance. Results were exceptionally good with 

features suggesting walls, pits and ditches surviving below the 

grass. Our HE contact stated this ‘confirms the huge 

archaeological potential of this site.’ While the location of the 

original castle gates was not confirmed, the survey has 

nevertheless resolved many questions. One concerned a large 

pit which remains a prominent feature of the site. This was 

thought to be a later quarry, but discovery of walls 

surrounding it suggests this may be part of the original castle. 

Finding out more 
Roger Ainslie, the 

author of the 

geophysical reports, 

provides his 

interpretation of 

the features in his 

survey reports, 

copies of which are 

now held by 

Chipping Norton 

Museum as well as 

Historic England.  

A report can also be read at http://obr.org.uk/PDF/CN-

public/2018_05_ChippingNortonCastleGeophys.pdf. For 

more information on Chipping Norton Buildings Record 

contact Jan Cliffe jan@thecliffefamily.co.uk. Please note that 

Chipping Norton Castle is a scheduled monument. Digging, 

metal detecting or geophysical surveying without licence is 

strictly prohibited by law. The Castle site is private property 

and not open to public access.  

Chipping Norton Castle revealed 
The Chipping Norton Buildings Record (CNBR) has just completed a geophysical survey of the 
Castle Banks, revealing for the first time, remains of the Norman castle which once stood there. 

Paul Clark wrote this for the News:

Part of the castle site below Chipping 
Norton church

The earth resistivity survey gets                         
under way

Remains of 
buildings, 

ditches and 
pits revealed in 

the recent 
geophysical 

survey.

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                           
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                 

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Time for flu jabs 
Autumn is time for those those precautionary flu jabs – 

offered free on the NHS for the elderly, children and other 

qualifying  patients at the Health Centre (see advert below for 

times) and by Boots (drop in or appointment) and Co-op 

(drop in) Pharmacies from September. Both town pharmacies, 

as well as Chipping Norton Pharmacy at the Health Centre, 

also offer flu jabs privately to any paying customers – approx. 

£10-£15. Contact them for details.   

Whistlers team finally does it! 
Last issue, the News reported the valiant attempt by the 

Whistlers team to get their flight to land in fog-bound Jersey 

in time to run in June’s half marathon. They missed that one, 

but finally made it in July to another half marathon in Frome 

in Somerset – and are pictured after a very hot but 

triumphant run for charity. Well done to Richard, Matt, 

Vanessa, Liam, and Darren. They are near to collecting around 

£1500 in sponsorship money for the Alzheimer’s Society. Each 

year the staff support a different charity. Well done all.  

Excellent  A level Results 
August saw 

more excellent 

A Level results 

at Chipping 

Norton School, 

with 24% 

getting A*/A 

grades and  a 

headline 53% 

getting A*/B – 

the 8th year in 

succession this 

has been over 

half. Headteacher Simon Duffy, who hands over to a new head 

in September said, ‘These are very pleasing results on the back 

of our recent Outstanding Ofsted judgement for the sixth 

form. The hard work that students have put in, working 

closely with their teachers, has been richly rewarded. I am 

delighted to be leaving the School in very good shape.’ 

Especially high performing students included: Darcy Watkins 

(A*A*A*), who is off to study Biological Sciences at Exeter; 

Jenny Woolcock (A*A*A A); Marcus Pendry, Matt Paskin. Lizzie 

Alarcon Clark, Albie Lee (A*A A); Bonnie Lunnel (AAA) and 

Lauren Jones (A*AB). Head of Sixth Form, Lisa De Bruyn, 

added, ‘It has been an exciting morning talking to our students 

about their next steps and celebrating the university and 

apprenticeship places that have been confirmed. I am 

delighted that so many students will be at Russell Group 

universities. It has been a particularly challenging time, with 

the new A level specifications, I am incredibly proud of them 

all.’ 

Upgrade for Leisure Centre 
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre is set for a major upgrade 

after West Oxfordshire Councillors gave funding the green 

light in July. The Centre, based at Top School, will get an 

artificial turf pitch to replace the existing tarmac multi-use 

games area (MUGA). The Gym will be made 60 per cent 

larger to meet demand. GLL Better, the Council’s leisure 

facilities operator, is providing £144,000. A further £110,000, 

mainly for the all-weather pitch, will come from Section 106 

money arising from the Bellway housing development at 

Walterbush Road. This Section 106 legal agreement originally 

earmarked £267,000 for the Town Council to allocate to 

schemes including ‘all-weather sports pitch, improvements to 

Greystones Sports Ground (Town Council Owned) and 

improvements to Chipping Norton Leisure Centre’. An initial 

£130,000 was allocated by the Town Council to Greystones, a 

new Scout hut, and Cricket Club. However, the remaining 

unused £137,000 has been waiting for an appropriate bid. 

Using £110,000 for the new  MUGA thus leaves a contingency 

of £27,000. One original Town Council idea, a new multi-use 

skatepark at Greystones, was abandoned through lack of 

support. Chipping Norton Mayor, Don Davidson, told the 

News that the Town Council were happy with WODC’s 

decision to use the S106 money this way – but they had asked 

WODC to ensure that the pitch can be made available out of 

school hours by booking it in advance via the Leisure Centre, 

not the School. The Mayor also hopes that Chipping Norton 

organisations/groups would not be charged. News is awaited.  

Delighted CNS students pictured with their                
A Level results

 CHIPPING NORTON HEALTH CENTRE 

FLU CLINICS 2018 
We are holding open flu clinics at the Health Centre 
for patients who are eligible for their free flu 
vaccination on the following dates: 

Saturday 29th September (nasal flu not available) 
Saturday 6th October (nasal flu not available) 
Saturday 13th October (nasal flu available*) 
You do not need to book, just turn up to the open clinic 
between 8.30am and 11.30am. 
You are eligible for a free flu vaccination if 

• you suffer from a long term chronic illness like 

diabetes, asthma, heart disease, kidney disease, or 

• you have had a stroke or have some other neurological 

illness, or 

• you have a suppressed immune system, or 

• you are the main carer for anyone suffering with any of 

the above, or 

• you are over 65 years of age, or 

• you are pregnant, or 

• you have a BMI of 40 or over 

*Children aged two and three are eligible for the nasal flu 

vaccination at the Health Centre. Those aged four or older (after 

31st August) will have the opportunity to have the vaccine at school.  

If you cannot attend any of these clinics, please call 
reception on 01608 642742 to book an appointment. 
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Gill’s sent the News this statement: ‘We were all very 
disappointed to receive the news that the lease on our 
Cookshop would not be renewed this year, but after a great 
team effort and spurred on by the encouragement and support 
from our customers, during the blistering August weather we 
somehow managed to move all the Cookshop into the hardware 
shop. We wish to thank everyone for all your kind comments 
and support during this difficult time – it’s still work in progress, 
but we are getting there and still managing the fit more new 
stock in and already looking forward to Christmas!  Best wishes 
from all at Gill & Co.’ 

Farewell to John Kench 
In August Chippy said 

goodbye to John 

Kench and his 

traditional butcher’s 

shop, which leaves 

another Topside unit 

empty. Brought up in 

the local farming 

community, John 

started as a butcher 

in Great Tew and 

then 22 years ago purchased the Chipping Norton premises 

which he has run as a traditional butchers ever since. John has 

always sold local meat and for many years kept his own flock 

of sheep to help supply the shop. A few months ago John had 

a serious eye haemorrhage and doctors told him he would go 

blind if he continued to run the business and he must take life 

a lot easier. Reluctantly he decided to leave and luckily, with 

treatment, his eyesight is gradually being restored. A News 
Team member spoke to him as he sat in his deckchair, on his 

allotment, cup of tea in hand, looking over the harbour at 

Lyme Regis which is now his home. He works odd days for a 

butcher there and loves living in the area. He asked that, 

through the News, he could thank all his loyal customers and 

tell them how much he will miss them. Many have been with 

him for all 22 years. Everyone wishes him all the best for the 

future and hopes his health continues to improve. News is 

awaited on the future of the shop and the ‘burgage plot’ land 

behind. 

Bliss feels effect of empty shops 
Anyone heard of the 

domino effect? 

Chippy Town 

Centre’s High Street 

saw another shop 

closing in August as 

Kate Gerrish, who 

has run Bliss Home 

and Vintage with her 

daughter Izzie for 

nearly three years, is 

returning to Station 

Mill Antiques Centre. Kate told the News, ‘I’ve absolutely loved 

every minute and I’ll miss the daily interaction with customers 

but Station Mill will still provide me with an outlet for my 

creativity, with the bonus of allowing me time to help with my 

grandchildren’. Kate also told the News about the challenge of 

trying to run a small shop at that end of Chippy’s historic 

town centre. She said ‘There are two other reasons I’m pulling 

out. One, I had to commit to a new lease of four years, which 

is just too long for a small business in this economic climate. 

The other is that the number of empty properties on Topside, 

what with the old Post Office, the old Cotswold Newsagents 

and also Harpers, has a depressing effect on this end of town. 

If I was staying I would definitely be campaigning for these 

places to be kept clean and the windows used for temporary 

displays’. The News understands the empty Bliss premises may 

be taken by a vaping shop. To be confirmed.  

Tardis magic at Gill & Co 
Shoppers following a 

yellow sign up the little 

alley between Nos 19 and 

20 on Chippy’s High 

Street (Topside), will be 

familiar with Gill & Co, a 

family-run hardware, 

garden, cookshop and 

locksmith business trading 

there for over 13 years 

and, very successfully, 

growing like Topsy. The 

demise of Harpers gave 

Gill’s (said to be the oldest 

hardware shop in the UK 

– originally established in 

Oxford in 1530), another 

boost. It now has several 

Tardis-like spaces packed 

with essentials for home and life – and an outdoor garden 

display. In August, Gill’s had to do some sharp ‘moving about’ 

– as their landlord asked to end the lease on the ‘Cookshop’ 

part of the shop – apparently to use it for storage. This news 

provoked 100+ facebook messages from customers and 

residents, worried about the effect on a successful business, 

and asking why some of the landlord’s other empty spaces 

couldn’t be used. Gill’s customers might also like to see them 

have a proper High Street frontage. Gill’s cookware continues, 

however, after a nifty ‘reorg’ of space in the main shop. Dr 

Who would be proud.  

Member of the ACCA Advising clients in Chipping Norton for 30 years

2b Marston House, Cromwell Business Park 
Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5SR

tel. 01608 642570  email. advice@astral-lbh.co.uk
www.astral-lbh.co.uk

Business Start ups

VAT

Payroll & Bookkeeping

Self Assessment & Personal Tax

iXBRL Reporting  
& Corporate Tax

Business Consultancy  
& Planning
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Topside improvements awaited 
With a need to keep 

Chippy’s town centre 

vibrant (and occupied!), 

latest news on shop 

closures also puts a 

spotlight on what is 

happening to the two 

long-empty listed shop 

buildings in the centre of 

the magnificent Georgian 

High Street. No 19 (the old Cotswold Newsagents, Grade II 

listed) was vacated for ‘urgent remedial work’ six years ago 

(2012) with plans to return quickly, but the need for 

substantial and important renovation work became apparent. 

This, with No 20 (previously the post office, vacated in 2015) 

which is Grade II* listed with a C14th core, numbers 21 and 

22 also includes the largest remaining group of burgage plots, 

reaching way back to Albion Street. Development land there 

is within the defined Chipping Norton town centre area. 

These sites are in private ownership, including a Trust linked 

with the existing Cotswold Newsagents business.  

Since 2012, the News has covered progress, with updates 

from Jeremy Catling, who is involved in the Trust and the 

Newsagents. After little initial progress, a planning application 

was submitted in 2015 to renovate Nos 19 and 20 and 

convert the upper floors to flats. English Heritage raised 

objections to the extent of the damage to historic fabric and 

amended proposals were given consent in spring 2016. The 

approved application included a Design and Access Statement 

saying that development ‘would not result in the loss of any 

retail unit’. In 2016, Jeremy told the News that with hard work 

‘we could get the Cotswold Newsagents back into their 

original home in a year’. He did acknowledge, however, that 

funding the work could take time as they did not want to 

incur debt. When asked about the latest progress, Jeremy told 

the News it was ‘inappropriate to comment on anything at the 

moment with everything in legal process – I will update in due 

course’. The future of these key buildings and indeed the 

whole burgage plots, including underused land behind, will be 

of great interest to everyone in Chippy.  

News of Bliss, Age Concern, and Kench’s butcher’s shops 

closing (see articles), provoked the News to have another 

look at what’s happening to our Town Centre shops and 

office property. The large Harpers store is still vacant with a 

disappointing lack of 

commercial interest. The 

HSBC site was sold – with 

rumours of a restaurant and 

flats but no activity yet. Two 

very different West Street 

businesses are up for sale. The 

owner of K&M Fishing Tackle 

is retiring and selling stock; 

antique dealer Georg 

Wissinger has his home, 

showrooms, warehouse and 

stock for sale at £5m. The large empty 1-3 West Street (was 

a hair salon) has long been up for rent. There is also now a 

real trend for town centre commercial properties to be 

snapped up for lucrative residential use. West Street and 

White House surgeries, with several pubs, have already been 

redeveloped. A plan was submitted for the Harpers site to 

have significant residential build. Recent planning applications 

on New Street seek residential conversion for two shops 

and the empty Marc O’Brien accountants’ office. Dickenson 

House in Albion Street and possibly the NatWest building 

could follow. The recent change in planning law allowing 

conversion of offices to residential use may be encouraging 

this. 

Is this just a dip in ‘the economic cycle’ or something 

more fundamental? Peter Talbot of Tayler and Fletcher, 

handling two big town centre properties, told the News the 

market was ‘in a low point’, saying ‘four or five years ago, with 

the Daylesford effect and Soho Farmhouse, there was a lot 

of interest in the Town. Recent uncertainties, including Brexit, 

make investors more cautious’. There may also be other 

reasons why a market town centre such as Chippy, with 

many older, expensive and problematic historical buildings, is 

Changing use for Town Centre?
losing out. (See article above on Topside) Agent RSL, 

struggling to market the Harpers’ site, said, ‘Retailers get 

quite excited when I tell them there is 8,000 sq ft available, 

but when they see the property, with small spaces on many 

different levels, their feedback is 

that it just doesn’t suit modern 

retailing needs’. Insufficient 

parking is a perennial problem, 

with New Street and Albion 

Street car parks often full by 

9am, used by residents, workers 

or even Oxford commuters! 

WODC have discussed possible 

expensive ‘decking’ for New 

Street – but perhaps a ‘Park and 

Ride’, for all day parking for 

town centre workers, might be an option?  

Meanwhile, retailers are attracted to nearby edge of 

town locations including purpose-built, practical retail space 

and parking. There’s not much ‘industry’ left at Worcester 

Road Industrial Estate – many units sell direct to the public 

including foods, flooring, soft furnishings, antiques and 

interiors. Aldi is trading well. Four new shops, including M&S 

Foodstore, are being built on London Road. Station Mill 

Antiques Centre is buzzing. The large empty ex-

Countrywide Store is also available. So the role of our 

historic town centre needs to keep changing – and not just 

as a cute residential dormitory. Perhaps, like other Cotswold 

towns, as well as keeping some ‘essentials’ convenience 

shopping and services, it needs to emphasise being a ‘leisure 

place’ to spend time and money – gifts, books, coffee, 

entertainment, full visitor centre and attractions, eating and 

drinking, specialist food and delicatessen, pop-up events, 

community hubs, showing off our heritage, and more. It could 

also support tech industries, rural crafts, start-up businesses, 

and other office or small workplaces providing local skilled 

jobs in a thriving town where people want to come and live. 

Anyone have a vision? 
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Town Hall Gala Concert 
Calling all Entertainers! On the evening of 29 September, 

following last year’s successful event, there is another 

programme in Chipping Norton Town Hall to include local 

musicians and entertainers, this year to support Highlands 

community centre. There are still opportunities for people to 

‘showcase’ their talent. Rehearsals will be at Highlands every 

Wednesday in Sept at 7.30. Contact Joyce on 643320 for 

more details. Tickets from Chipping Norton Theatre on 

642350, £8 and £6 concessions. Refreshments & bar. 

Roll up for Chippy Mop 
The annual Mop Fair comes to Chipping Norton on Thursday 

13 to Saturday 15 September. Stay in town for fun and 

adventure or get away for some peace and quiet. As usual, the 

town centre is closed, with the regular one-way system round 

Albion Street and Horsefair. Hopefully, HGVs will stay away. 

19th Wychwood Forest Fair 
This year’s Wychwood Forest Fair is at Lodge 

Farm, Ditchley Park, on Sunday 2 September 

from 11am. The Fair is a fantastic family day 

out offering a wide range of entertainment, 

stalls, local arts, rural craft demonstrations, 

music, food, drink, Morris Dancers, coconut 

shy and funfair. The tea tent has fabulous locally made cakes, 

and the bar has beers from the Wychwood Brewery. The Fair 

is the main fundraising event for the Wychwood Project to 

support local wildlife and landscape conservation work. For 

more information see www.wychwoodproject.org  

Highlands shop moves on 
It’s goodbye to the Age Concern Shop in Chipping Norton 

and hello to 'Highlands Café & Pop-Up Shop’. Chair Pat Lake 

writes that ‘with regret, after 25 years, we had to close the 

shop in the Town. We would like to thank all those who have, 

so kindly, donated goods. We would also like to thank the 

many volunteers and managers who have worked so hard for 

us. We have new plans to enable us to raise the much needed 

funds to maintain the wonderful service that Highlands offers. 

We are looking forward to welcoming everyone to the Café 

& Pop-up Shop at Highlands on Burford Road where you will 

be able to enjoy a range of drinks and homemade cakes and 

snacks Mon, Wed and Fri from 10am-12 noon. We will 

continue to accept clothing and fabrics, which have been a 

successful source of income for us. We also have a space to 

rent adjacent to the building and a new meeting room for 

groups wishing to use the building. Please contact Joyce, the 

Manager, on 643320 for details.  

Great Rollright Great Market! 
The next market is Saturday 1 September at Great Rollright 

Village Hall from 9.30-12.30. Home produced foods, local organic 

veg, farm meat, well stocked dairy, traidcraft, home made 

savouries, crafts, ceramics, jewellery, organic cosmetics and plants 

in a wide price range and some positive bargains! A great café 

serves fresh coffee (donations) and home cooked bacon rolls in a 

warm and friendly atmosphere. A good place to start the 

weekend! For latest see greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or 

facebook. Contact Kate about stalls on 730788. 

NHS – Happy 70th Birthday 

In early July people joined together – nationwide and in 

Chipping Norton – to mark the 70th birthday of the NHS. 

Founded on 5 July 1948 by Aneurin Bevan, the main principles 

of the service ‘are that it meet the needs of everyone, that it 

be free at the point of delivery and that it be based on clinical 

need, not ability to pay’. A large march took place in London 

on 30 June whilst nearer to home the Labour Party and 

Unison joined forces. Cllr Geoff Saul told the News, ‘hundreds 

of people in Chipping Norton have signed Labour’s Happy 

Birthday cards which will be delivered to local NHS workers 

to say thank you for the care they provide 24 hours a day, 365 

days a year’. Chippy’s original War Memorial community 

hospital in Spring Street was donated to the Town around 100 

years ago then taken over and supported financially by the 

NHS in the 1940s. It was treasured by many mums who gave 

birth or were sent there for recuperation (those were the 

days!) after a delivery in Banbury or Oxford. A News team 

member recalls visiting a friend there in the 1990s, who 

described it as ‘like being in a five-star hotel’. The Victorian 

building (originally a private dwelling) was sold off earlier this 

decade to help finance the new facilities located off the 

London Road.  

Everyone in Chip-

ping Norton needs to 

keep abreast of local 

NHS plans. The large 

hospitals are struggling 

to keep up with 

demand – often with 

people who need not 

be there – but the 

NHS and social care 

has to change and 

improve ‘closer to 

home’. Did Bevan say 

‘The NHS will last as 

long as there’s folk 

with faith left to fight for it?’ Whether he did, or not, it is a 

sentiment as true today as it was in 1948. To that end, to find 

out more about what’s happening to the NHS around 

Chipping Norton, go along to the Town Hall on Tuesday 25 

September, 7–9pm, for the North Oxfordshire Locality 

Patient and Public Involvement Forum (NOLF) and its annual 

event concerning local health and social care issues. 

Cllr David Heyes signs an NHS birthday card alongside Cllrs Eve 
Coles & Geoff Saul

Alongside the photo of Aneurin Bevan is his 
wristwatch – still working! News Team 
member Charlotte Bird is the current 

custodian (a friend’s aunt was Bevan’s PA)  
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Orchard Apple Day  
As we move into Autumn, one treat to look forward to is 

Apple Day at the Community Orchard. Note the diary date 

of Sunday 21 October, and prepare for wassailing and apple 

pressing. More detail in October Chippy News, but 

meanwhile get up to the orchard (off the Worcester Road just 

before the cemetery) and get picking – any trees with ‘Pick 

me Now’ are good to go!  

Heather Leonard, Orchard Group 

Legion’s Poppy Trail starts 
Chipping Norton’s branch of the British 

Legion are progressing well with their 

planned trail of ‘Poppy Plaques’ on 

buildings around town that were once 

the homes of men lost through the WWI 

conflict. Over a dozen have been erected 

so far, during June and July, with a 

dedication service on 8 July led by St 

Mary’s Revd James Kennedy. A walk is planned around all the 

plaques in October, together with a special WWI trail leaflet. 

The Legion’s Steve Kingsford told the News they still hope to 

have replies from the remaining residents who have been 

offered the chance of a plaque on their properties.  

Legion joins Great Pilgrimage 
In 1928, ten years 

after the 

Hundred Days 

Offensive that 

ended WWI, the 

British Legion 

took 11,000 

veterans and 

relatives of the 

fallen on a Battle-

field Pilgrimage, 

marching to the 

Menin Gate in 

Ypres, the scene 

of fierce fighting. Ninety years later, on 8 August, over 2,200 

members of the Royal British Legion retraced those steps to 

remember the generation who served, sacrificed and endured 

that most terrible conflict. Chipping Norton was represented 

by Standard Bearer Tjark Andrews and Chairman Steve 

Kingsford (pictured), whose grandfather’s stories from Ypres 

as a Machine Gunner led Steve to help the Legion. Steve writes 

about visiting Ypres, Menin Gate, Flanders Field Museum, Hill 

60 (a scene of fierce fighting), Tyne Cot cemetery, 

Passchendaele and Somme battlefields, including Delville Wood 

and its cemetery with the grave of Chippy man Robert Hyde. 

They saw the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme 

where 10 Chippy men are commemorated, visited the 

restored trench systems nearby, Vimy Ridge, and the 

staggeringly beautiful memorial to Canada’s fallen, the Arras 

Memorial and cemetery. For the main march and service in 

Ypres, Steve laid a special wreath which said, ‘Remembering 

the 101 men of our Town who died in the service of their 

country. With sadness for lives cut short but also with pride 

for their efforts and achievements’. Huge crowds applauded all 

the way with a salute taken by General Lord Richards. The 

proud Chipping Norton visitors were entertained by the Town 

in the evening, ending a magnificent event.  

Swinging 40s Night 
The Crown & Cushion is holding a 

special Swinging 40s Night on 

Friday 14 September, 7 to 

midnight, featuring The Swingettes 

and our own local British Legion 

sweetheart, Lula May. There’s a 

finger buffet, raffle, 40s dress is 

welcome with prizes for the best 

dressed couple. All proceeds go to 

the Royal Air Force Association 

and other local charities. This is part of celebrating 100 years 

of the RAF and Battle of Britain Day. Tickets £15 from Carol 

Peachey, 07785 770812, or West Street Newsagents.  

Christmas in Chippy 2018 
The fabulous Christmas market will be back on Sunday 9 

December, but this year will be a daytime affair from 12-6pm. 

There will be stalls selling local arts & crafts and fabulous 

street food, music, a children’s funfair and lots of activities 

involving as much of the Chipping Norton community as 

possible. Stay up to date via our Facebook page or Instagram 

@Christmasinchippy for more information and updates. 

The Christmas in Chippy Team 

Community Buses 
Recent reports on BBC TV and Radio Oxford suggested that 

the Department for Transport (DfT) might introduce more 

onerous licencing requirements for community bus drivers 

and operators. This could have a serious impact on our 

Villager service, the Chippy Shuttle, 210 to Witney and mini-

buses used by care homes and day centres. Some options 

being considered might require operators to appoint a 

certificated Transport Manager and drivers to be licenced 

similar to full time double decker drivers – including a week’s 

course at some cost. Currently, more limited training is done 

for volunteer community bus drivers. After objections by MPs 

and community transport groups, DfT held a consultation in 

the Spring on options. Some objectors fear DfT might be 

using a sledgehammer to crack a nut, which could threaten 

the viability of vital rural services helping people to stay in 

their own homes. Conclusions and any legislation proposals 

are expected this Autumn. With direct experience from his 

Barton ward when on the District Council, our MP Robert 

Courts is on the case, now chairing the All-Party 

Parliamentary Community Transport Group – a forum to 

demonstrate the value of community transport in Parliament, 

learn about charity and user experience, and shape better 

public policy. The DfT’s final conclusions may keep the current 

practical arrangements and avoid extra costs for volunteer 

groups. But don’t let any of this put you off becoming a much-

needed volunteer, particularly for the Chippy Shuttle. It can 

involve as little as a morning or afternoon a week. If you are 

interested please contact Dave Watts at 

davidwobblywatts@gmail.com or 07759 932722. West 

Oxfordshire Community Transport, providers of the 210 to 

Witney, also needs volunteers to help run the organisation. 

Contact Margaret Burden at mburden@btinternet.com . 
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New team at Salford Inn 
The sunny 

evening atmos-

phere buzzed 

as locals 

enjoyed a glass 

of fizz and 

some delicious 

nibbles at The 

Salford Inn in 

July. New 

owner Hugh 

Kelly and his team welcomed locals and regulars to celebrate 

rejuvenation of the village pub. Hugh has successfully run The 

Hollow Bottom in Guiting Power for 17 years and in May 

added the Salford pub, taking over from his friend Jon Finch 

who had transformed the building three years ago. Pictured 

are head chef Sam Beard, future general manager Katie 

Whitnall and new owner Hugh, who says the team intends to 

put the pub back at the heart of the village, ‘offering locally-

sourced food, served with a smile’. The menu offers traditional 

pub fare, with filled ciabatta and sharing plates too. Monthly 

fine-dining experiences are planned and, if the quality of the 

nibbles is anything to go by, the food will be delicious. Aunt 

Sally continues to be played in the extensive garden. It’s a 

lovely place to sit out and a great destination for a walk from 

Chippy. The Salford Inn is open all week except Sunday 

evening and Monday.  

Bingo lovers’ night out 
Make a date for the next bingo evening in Great Rollright on 

21 September. Friday night bingo has become a permanent 

village fixture. With a relaxed atmosphere, everyone is 

welcome – bring a group and have a laugh. Games run from 

7.30pm to around 9.15. Bar, refreshments, and real cash prize 

payouts. This is a non-profit-making event and all proceeds go 

towards the Village Hall, Primary School and Parish Church 

development. Doors open 7pm.  

Next dates 19 October, 16 November and 14 December. 

Eyes Down Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

Help with Universal Credit? 
Are you in Chipping Norton and struggling with the new 

Universal Credit benefits system? Citizens Advice West 

Oxfordshire can help. Universal Credit combines six benefits 

into one, including Jobseeker’s Allowance and Working Tax 

Credits. It is meant to ‘streamline’ our cumbersome benefits 

system but many find it hard to complete the necessary 

forms. Many with late forms and payment delays run more 

into debt. Since last October, CAWO has helped 341 people 

with 712 UC issues. If you need to apply for extra costs, like 

housing, you will need to show additional paperwork. Also, 

make sure you check you have completed all the stages of the 

claim. After making an initial online claim, you need to book a 

Job Centre appointment. If you miss a deadline, you may have 

to start the process again. Teresa Archer, Chief Executive of 

CAWO said applications can be complex and the 

Government should make it easier to provide evidence 

online. You can call the local Citizens Adviceline on 03444 

111444 (9-4 Monday to Friday). There are face-to-face drop in 

Here it comes – the Hoe Down! 
The Friends of St Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton, invite you 

to their Annual Barn dance in the Town Hall on Saturday 6 

October at 7.30pm. Merrylegs band will lead the dances and 

provide tuneful ceilidh music. Bar available. An evening not to 

be missed! Tickets (£22.50 including two-course supper) from 

Jaffé & Neale, the Church office (646202), Jo Graves (643976 

or jograves46@aol.com). All proceeds towards maintaining 

our beautiful Grade I listed Church building. See you there! 

Jo Graves 

ChippyWellFest 2018 
There’s still time to sign up for a great 

event focused on keeping healthy – at 

Chipping Norton Theatre on Saturday 

29 September. Last month the News 
profiled Nick Parker, The Cancer 

JourneyMan, whose efforts to change 

his lifestyle helped control a terminal 

cancer prognosis. Nick has a missionary zeal to help others 

try to live longer, fulfilled lives in the face of serious illnesses 

such as cancer, dementia, Alzheimer’s, motor neurone disease, 

muscular sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, and more. Nick 

founded ChippyWellFest as a full day of 12 ‘TED’-style, 

inspiring, lifestyle health talks and personal recovery stories. 

150 years of combined wisdom is given free by local health 

experts, including Nutritionists, Mindfulness Coaches, 

Herbalists, Exercise Coaches, Life Science Entrepreneurs, 

Spiritual Motivators, Thrivers, and Hormone Gurus. This is a 

not-for-profit event with a simple focus on health. Nick hopes 

ChippyWellFest can be part of an ongoing programme to turn 

North Oxfordshire/Cotswolds into one to the world’s 

healthiest regions to live in. Nick said ‘our health, and the 

health of those we care for, is our most important asset. How 

could anyone in the community find a reason to be elsewhere 

on the day?’ The ChippyWellFest Team is especially grateful to 

main sponsor, mark-making*.  

Register for one of the remaining free tickets at 
https://chippywellfest18.eventbrite.co.uk.  

Tew’s celebrity cricket match 
Don’t miss Soho Farmhouse v Great and Little Tew on Sunday 

9 September, 12-5pm, Ledwell Road cricket ground. Under 

captaincy of film director, Sam Mendes, Soho Farmhouse fields 

a team including England rugby captain Dylan Hartley and 

Welsh international Dan Biggar. The Twenty20 match is to 

support Great & Little Tew and Heythrop churches. There is 

a raffle with fabulous prizes worth in excess of £800 and a 

Silent Auction boasting lots including a Bond poster signed by 

Daniel Craig and Sam Mendes. A BBQ, three bars (prosecco, 

regular and cocktail wagon) and traditional cricket teas 

should keep the crowd suitably refreshed. Bring your camera 

to shoot the stars in action or your family and friends 

adorned in clothes from Chipping Norton Theatre’s 

wardrobe department. ‘This will be a great day out for the 

entire family’ said event spokesperson Claire Freeman. ‘All 

profits will go towards badly needed repairs at our local 

churches’. To book see Eventbrite link on tewbenefice.org.uk; 

there will also be an opportunity to play alongside the 

celebrities. For more information about this event please 

email clair.freeman@btinternet.com. 
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services at Chipping Norton Baptist Church on Monday 

(9.30-12.30) and the Health Centre on Wednesdays from 

9.30-12.30 and 1.30-4pm. The national website provides 

advice online, on email and via web chat at 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 

Our MP on Brexit & potholes  
Following the 

Government’s July 

White Paper on 

Brexit, our MP, 

Robert Courts, 

resigned as a 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  

Private Secretary 

to the Foreign 

Office. Mr Courts 

subsequently told 

constituents that 

he did not feel the 

compromises in 

the White Paper were right; they would result in the UK 

giving away too much control and having to follow EU rules 

and regulations. He said he supports the PM with the rest of 

her programme, but was expressing a personal opinion on 

what he considered best for the people of West Oxfordshire. 

Reaction locally has polarised – the MP was a ‘Leave’ 

supporter in the referendum but West Oxfordshire voted 

54/46 to Remain. Labour’s Duncan Enright accused the MP of 

putting personal ambitions above constituents. Conservative 

comment seemed split. Letters to local press were mainly 

critical, in particular saying Mr Courts had not offered any 

practical alternative to the Chequers plan. A Witney Gazette 

online poll was roughly 50/50 for and against his decision.  

Meanwhile, in Parliament, our MP tabled a debate on 

potholes and the state of Oxfordshire’s roads, an issue raised 

with him by many Chipping Norton residents. He made 

representations directly to the Transport Minister, to highlight 

the local strength of feeling. He said, ‘potholes are a huge 

expense to road users, and we must invest what is required 

so that we have modern roads for a modern county’. He said 

the County Council has 18 crews working on road repairs, 

with 5,146 potholes fixed in March. He undertook to 

continue to press the Department for Transport to go further 

on long-term funding. You can contact our MP on 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk.  

Ex-PM’s memoir delay 
How is our ex-PM David Cameron doing? Recently spotted in 

a selfie with a hen party at Wilderness, Witney’s ex-MP, who 

resigned in 2016 after calling and losing the EU referendum – 

is still finishing his memoirs, with a reported £800,000 

publisher’s contract. Working from dozens of hours of taped 

interviews, in the £25,000 Shepherd’s Hut purchased to 

provide a helpful writing space, Mr Cameron has now 

announced that publication, due this autumn, will not be until 

after the Brexit leave date in 2019. The Sunday Times suggests 

this is ‘to avoid his comments on Brexit undermining Britain’s 

crunch negotiations with the EU’. The publisher had promised 

‘a frank and personal account of David Cameron's time in 

power in Number 10’ and, according to the Guardian, ‘frank 

about what worked and what didn’t’. The Sunday Times hints 

at a ‘withering attack on Michael Gove’ for supporting Leave. 

But our ex-PM, on the other hand, was playing tennis last 

month with Boris Johnson and dining with him just before the 

Chequers Brexit Cabinet meeting. Mr Cameron is also 

involved with the National Citizens Service, Alzheimers UK, 

global public speaking, a Chinese Investment Trust and other 

boards.  

Local badger cull row 
Back in March, the Government announced that nine new 

areas, including Oxfordshire – a low risk area – were being 

considered for licenses allowing badgers to be culled between 

1 June and 31 January. Locally  Labour councillors, against the 

cull,  put a motion to the West Oxfordshire District Council 

meeting on 25 July but were defeated by 27 votes to 9 with 

two abstentions. Labour Cllr Andrew Coles gave a passionate 

speech about the inconclusive evidence justifying a cull – he 

wanted WODC to ask ministers to reinstate the Independent 

Advisory Panel, which was dissolved after reporting that culls 

were ineffective and inhumane. WODC Conservative 

Councillors, local farmers Nigel Colston and Charles 

Cottrell-Dormer, spoke equally passionately against the 

Labour motion, citing their local problems with bTB and 

blaming badgers. 

50 years of German Exchange 
Chipping Norton 

School had 

another successful 

summer exchang-

ing students with a 

school in Germany. 

This September 

they celebrate 50 

years of the 

exchange with the Theodor Heuss Gymnasium school in 

Nordlingen. The School is seeking photos and anecdotes from 

past visits (see Letters page 35). Send any to 

crichmond@chipping-norton.oxon.sch.uk by 14 September. 

WODC cuts Chippy hours 
West Oxfordshire District Council’s One Stop Shop 

downstairs in Chipping Norton’s Guildhall was closed in the 

afternoons from mid August. The desk helps local residents 

with council tax payments, queries on waste, recycling and 

other WODC services. WODC’s Head of Customer Services 

said they’ll open only from 9am to 1pm (Monday to Friday). 

They say footfall has steadily declined with now less than 100 

customers each week, the majority coming in before 1pm. The 

main use, paying council tax, can be done by direct debit, 

online or phone. WODC told the News ‘we are not expecting 

any impact from the afternoon closure’, but will review it after 

a six-month trial. One consequence is even less information 

for visitors and tourists – the One Stop Shop has leaflets 

about local attractions and is an informal source of advice. 

There is no weekday visitor information office in Chipping 

Norton. WODC closed the VIC that used to be in the 

Guildhall, around 15 years ago. However, the Town Council 

and volunteers support a summer Saturday morning 

information desk at the Town Hall.  

MP Robert Courts addressing                           
the House of Commons



James Hind was born in Chipping Norton 

and baptised in 1616. He was educated at the 

local Grammar School but he ‘minded his 

waggish past-times more than his book’. His 

father took him from school at 15 and 

apprenticed him to a local butcher. Hind soon 

left and went home, telling his mother that 

his master had beaten him severely and 

hence he had run away. Mrs Hind gave him all 

the money she had saved – £3. He left 

Chipping Norton and respectability for ever. 

No highway robber had so many associates 

scattered throughout the Home Counties. 

An account dated September 1649 records, 

‘Five very handsome gentlemen were taken up 

for robbing some soldiers of £300. They will 

not give their names and are therefore 

supposed to be gentlemen of quality and it is 

conceived that they are of the knot of Captain 

Hind, that Grand Thief of England’. Hind 

prepared the way for his downfall by killing 

one of his pursuers. He was turned in by an 

associate but could not be indicted because of 

a recent amnesty. Instead he was convicted for 

having fought for King Charles I at The Battle 

of Worcester. He was hanged, drawn and 

quartered, his head being placed over the 

Severn Bridge. 

Captain James Hind (c1616-1652) – Chippy’s Royalist Highwayman
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Get flour – bake for Macmillan! 
Local independent 

mill Matthews 

Cotswold Flour is 

giving away 100 bags 

of flour and want 

Chipping Norton to 

‘get baking’. It’s to 

support Macmillan’s 

World’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning on 

28 September. 

Based in Shipton 

under Wychwood, 

Matthews has been milling in Oxfordshire for 106 years. 

Bertie is the sixth generation of Matthews to run the mill and 

has recently joined the business, working with his father, Paul. 

Bertie said ‘Each year the World's Biggest Coffee Morning 

event is an opportunity to raise awareness and money for a 

cause that supports those affected by cancer all year round. I 

hope to see lots of coffee mornings in Chipping Norton and 

look forward to seeing some fantastic baking created with 

our flour.’ Anyone around Chippy (first 100 only) planning 

their own Coffee Morning can claim a free bag of flour – 

made from only Grade 1 wheat – by visiting the mill before 

27 September. Call ahead on 01993 830342 to confirm there 

is stock left! See https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk 

Salford Country Car Boot sale 
On Sunday 9 September, 10.30am-4pm, there is a Charity 

Country Car Boot Sale and Side Stalls in Salford, nr Chipping 

Norton. Locals will be selling collectibles, bric-a-brac, 

furnishings, accessories, prints, lamps, cushions, rugs, etc from 

car boots, plus the village marquee will feature secondhand 

and rare books, designer, vintage and pre-loved clothes, cakes, 

bric-a-brac, tombola and more. Pimms bar and teas in the 

village hall, all raising money for the village church, popular 

village hall and the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. All car 

boot pitches have been sold in advance by invitation. No car 

boot pitches sold on the day. Entry is free. Not to be missed! 

PJ Seccombe 

Joining amateur musicians 
Are there any amateur musicians in Chipping Norton who 

would like to join like-minded enthusiasts for some music-

making? The Oxfordshire Performers Club was recently set 

up for adult amateur musicians wanting to perform in a 

friendly and supportive environment. It meets at various 

locations every six weeks or so, and is for players and singers 

at any level, with any instrument, who want to gain confidence 

at performing without the pressures of a formal concert. The 

emphasis is classical, but can include jazz and popular music. 

The Club welcomes learners to try out pieces before exams 

and experienced players who simply lack sufficient 

opportunities to perform. Some try out pieces at the Club 

before performing at a formal concert. Come and join, either 

as a performer or listener. Our next dates are at 3pm on 9 

September and 21 October. Full information, including venues, 

at www.oxfordshireperformersclub.co.uk, on Facebook, or 

email oxfordshireperformersclub@hotmail.com.  

Jude Douglas 

‘Cheers’ for Chippy’s Highwayman 
Chippy resident Paul Burbidge 

told the News about a new 

brewery – based in Birdlip in 

Gloucester – that celebrates one 

of Chipping Norton’s more 

notorious sons. The micro-

brewery, called Clavell & Hind, 

takes the names of two infamous 

highwaymen, who rode the 

coaching routes of south-west 

England, stopping at inns to 

quench their thirst, eat and plot. 

Were they heroic and daring or 

simply rogues? Regardless, they’ve 

gone down in folklore. Captain James Hind was the Chippy lad 

– eventually hanged, drawn and quartered for treason in 1652 

(see box below). The new brewery, set up by James Dobson, 

is featured in the summer CAMRA Gloucestershire 

Newsletter, announcing three ales being produced, 

appropriately called Coachman, Blunderbuss and Rookwood. 

Acknowledgments: ‘The Tapestry Trail’ (2006) published by Chipping Norton News, written by Sylvia Michaelides,  edited by Nell 
Darby, which relates the Town’s history in 52 tapestry panels and chapters. Copies available from the Museum and the News. Also 

see ‘The Adventures of Captain James Hind of Chipping Norton’ (1985) by O M Meades.

Bertie and Paul Matthews  
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Katharine House fundraising 
Try doing the Firewalk! Are you ready for the most 

inspirational journey you’ll ever undertake? On 12 October, 

you can take a barefoot walk over red-hot embers. No tricks. 

No special effects. Just you and the fire! If you’d like to try this 

once-in-a-lifetime experience, and raise money for the 

Hospice, email getinvolved@khh.org.uk or call 01295 816484. 

For Make a Will Week from 15-19 October local solicitors 

and will writers have kindly agreed to waive their fees for 

writing or amending a basic will in return for donations to 

Katharine House. In recognition of the expertise involved, 

donate in line with the fee normally charged by the 

participating practices. Simply choose a participating solicitor 

or will writer from the list at www.khh.org.uk/Event/willweek 

and book an appointment. (In Chippy, Bradley Saul in Market 

Street are participating).  

Stonesfield Septembeerfest 
On Saturday 22 September, 

Stonesfield’s family-friendly 

beer festival returns. Two 

live stages host an exciting 

line-up of bands playing 

everything from folk to jazz 

to indie music. The fun 

starts at 12 noon, at 

Stonesfield playing field. 

Attractions include artisan 

food, children’s activities, glittering champagne tent, genteel 

tea tent serving delicious home-made cakes, and a marquee 

full of the finest beers and ciders. All proceeds will be split 

between two charities – Alzheimer’s Research UK and Dogs 

for Good. For updates on beers, bands and all things 

Septembeerfest, follow on Facebook: Stonesfield 

Septembeerfest or Twitter: @stoneybeerfest.  

If your company would like to sponsor a barrel of beer, 

case of champagne, or any other aspect of Septembeerfest, 

please email Sarah at sarahbolivern@hotmail.com. 

Emma Stone 

Library Drop-In and update 
Chipping Norton Library is starting a new Information Drop-

In service in partnership with Age UK. The drop-in sessions 

are on the first Wednesday each month from 10am to 12pm. 

This is an opportunity to meet your local Age UK Community 

Information Networker for advice and support. Whether you 

need help at home or want to find out more about local 

activities and support services, Age UK can help! Our Gadget 

Advice Sessions with Age UK will recommence in September 

on the first and third Mondays of each month. Telephone 

643559 or email chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

to book either a 10am or 11am hour long slot. Our volunteer 

Digital Helper gives ongoing tuition in the library – you can 

book up to six sessions. Well done to our young readers who 

completed Mischief Makers, this year's Summer Reading 

Challenge. It's been great to see so many enjoying the library. 

It’s not too late to finish the challenge! Return your books to 

collect your stickers, wristband, medal and certificate. Good 

luck to all adult Chippy readers who entered the Oxfordshire 

Reads prize draw. Winners to be announced. 

Sally Moore, Library Manager 

Roger & Trapper ride again! 
As reported last month, one News Team 

member spent teenage summers 

(some years back!) cycling around 

Europe with his pal, completing 

10,000 miles and raising over 

£3,000 for Guy's Kidney 

Patients' Association. So, on the 

35th Anniversary of their ride 

around Britain, Roger Sinclair 

teamed up once again with fellow 

rider Adrian Galindo (nickname Trapper and over from 

Adelaide specially) for a celebratory ride in Scotland. Roger 

asked Chippy neighbour and graphic designer Jen Stephens to 

provide artwork for their 

cycling tops which 

proclaimed: ‘Roger and 

Trapper on Tour – 35 Year 

Round Britain Ride 

Anniversary – Fatter, 

Slower, but still Mad’ 

(pictured above).  

They started in 

Glasgow and followed a 

National Cycle Route 

including forestry trails 

across the Trossachs, 

along Loch Tay to 

Pitlochry and over the 

Cairngorms and the 

Drumochter Pass to 

Inverness. They rode 220 miles, less than 10% of the 2300 

miles in 1983, climbed more than 50,000 feet and burned off 

22,000 calories in four days! The weather was too hot even 

for the midges, perhaps provoking a record number of 16 

punctures. Luckily a few distilleries en route dulled the 

frustration somewhat, namely Dalwhinnine and Tomatin (the 

lads are pictured in amongst the mash tuns enjoying some 

free samples!). While time hasn't been kind to their waistlines, 

they weren't that much slower than 35 years back. Roger said, 

‘We’re no Geraint Thomas (too thin!) but we can feast on 

memories of this ride and a fabulous achievement that will 

spur us on to do another one’. You never know what's 

possible if they keep pushing those pedals! 

Local strength & balance classes 
Public Health England and the Centre for Ageing Better have 

found that muscle and bone strengthening and balance 

activities, have great health benefits for all adults, including 

those aged 65 and over. Poor muscle strength increases the 

risk of a fall by 76% and those who have already had a fall are 

three times more likely to fall again. Age UK Oxfordshire are 

encouraging everyone in later life to try activities that help 

strengthen their muscles, maintain their balance, prevent falls, 

help sleeping patterns and increase energy levels. With 

support from the NHS, Strength & Balance classes are offered 

across the County – with one here weekly in Chipping 

Norton, in the Upper Town Hall, Mondays 9 to 10am and 

Fridays 9.30 to 10.30am. Anyone over age 55 can attend these 

classes. First lesson free, then each lesson is £4. GPs and 

healthcare professionals can refer patients to these sessions 



register via the OHCT website. The Cotswolds Wardens 

will lead a walk entitled ‘History of Chadlington and the 

Surrounding Area’ on 9 September – not just a ramble but a 

themed walk with time to look at many aspects of the 

landscape. Meeting at the Village Hall at 10am, the walk is 12 

miles lasting about five and a half hours – an energetic walk 

giving expansive views across the Evenlode Valley and a 

realisation of how much more there is to this village than just 

a drive through can reveal. Bring a picnic lunch and plenty of 

water. Boots essential. This year’s Chadlington Apple Day 
is on 29 September at the Village Hall, usually from noon until 

5pm. with stalls, children’s activities and refreshments.  

Dine at Mine for Helen & Douglas 
Calling all Chipping 

Norton supporters 

of children’s hospice 

Helen & Douglas 

House! Leanne 

Godfrey from 

Witney, whose five-

year-old daughter 

Lily-Mae has been 

cared for by the 

hospice since 2017, 

is supporting the 

appeal for people to 

swap a meal out for a meal in on Saturday 13 October, with 

their guests donating what they would have spent on a meal 

to the charity. Leanne said, ‘Your Dine at Mine meal could be 

a small gathering at your house for lunch, a girls’ night with 

beauty treatments or a black tie dinner at your village hall. You 

can prepare the meal yourself or ask guests to bring a dish. 

The charity needs to raise £3m every year and cannot do this 

without supporters’ help through fundraising events like Dine 

at Mine.’ You can sign-up and download the fundraising pack 

at www.hdh.org.uk or call 01865 799166. 

Free mobility scooters checks 
Users of mobility scooters in West Oxfordshire are being 

urged to have them tested for safety. Free electric checks are 

available in Witney on 4 October and Chipping Norton on 18 

October. Cllr Toby Morris, Cabinet Member for Health and 

Safety at WODC, said, ‘Through our Shopmobility service we 

know how important mobility scooters are, to allow 

residents to get out of the house and enjoy activities such as 

shopping and visiting friends. It is vital that scooters are well 

maintained and these free checks will help ensure their 

machines are fit for purpose.’ For a pre-booked appointment 

(available on a first-come, first-served basis) call 01993 

861161. 

Countryside Champion needed 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England is looking for a new 

voluntary Chairperson, for a few hours a week, to help co-

ordinate its activities in West Oxfordshire, including Witney, 

Chipping Norton, Eynsham and all the surrounding areas. 

With so much development scheduled in West Oxfordshire it 

is vital that someone is in place to speak up for the 

countryside and make sure that we can keep thriving village 

communities. No particular qualifications are required, but 
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making the first six lessons free. Further information from 

Generation Games 01235 849403. 

Lawrence Team fundraisers 
If you buy this News in time, then please 

come to two summer cricketing 

fundraisers – both at Sandford St Martin 

Cricket Club. First, Saturday 1 

September sees a Charity Dinner & 

Auction with special guest comedian, Jon 

Culshaw, from 7.45pm until late. Then on 

Sunday, 2 September a Sporting Brunch from 

11am with Mike Gatting who then joins the celebrity Lord's 

Taverners taking on Sandford’s team in a limited overs match. 

Gates open midday for the cricket match from 1pm. There are 

stalls to keep children amused and a BBQ/hog roast from 

Chipping Norton Catering. Thanks to sponsors, Wise Funds, 

Evenlode Investments, The Oak Investment Partnership and 

Tony Yarrow. For tickets contact verityfifer.lhnt@gmail.com or 

MadeleineRickard@hotmail.com . 

Thanks to all who supported the Summer Prom and 

Fireworks in Kingham in July. A neighbourly chat with 

Kingham resident and Salomon Brass Orchestra musician, 

Anthony Mann, ignited the idea for this joint fundraiser for 

the Lawrence Team and Kingham Primary School. A balmy 

summer’s evening saw over 200 entertained by music with 

pieces by The Beatles, Rimsky Korsakoff and more, ending 

with  rousing renditions of Rule Britannia, Jerusalem and Pomp 
and Circumstance March No1. The audience waved Union flags 

and sang enthusiastically. Special thanks to Kingham Hill School 

and Maxwell Douglas Estate Agents for their sponsorship  and 

to local resident, Anna Harris, who energised the local 

community for support. We raised almost £10,000 profit, to 

be divided equally between the School and nursing team.  

Verity Fifer 

Much action in Chadlington! 
There’s plenty to do in Chadlington, both inside and out, this 

September. Regular activities resume in the Village Hall, 
including the new Brownie pack meeting on Monday evening 

and yoga classes on Monday morning, both from mid-

September. More details on the village website 

www.chadlington.co.uk. A more unusual class by the School of 

Medieval Fencing is on Tuesday evening. See 

www.thesmef.co.uk. Everyone is welcome to join a cycling 

group meeting at the Tite Inn training for a Charity Bike 
Ride ‘to some pubs and back’ on the weekend of 7-8 

October, going all the way to Worcester. There are plans for 

weekly social training rides, so this is for all abilities. to have 

fun as well as improve fitness. Lycra is optional! They are 

fundraising for Rosy Oxfordshire – Respite for Oxfordshire’s 

Sick Youngsters and will be looking for generous sponsors. For 

more, contact Adam Engberg or Steve Taplin via the 

Chadlington Community Facebook Page. 

On 8 September cyclists, horse-riders and walkers take 

part in this year’s ‘Ride and Stride’ fundraiser for 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, supporting grants for 

refurbishing and preserving beautiful Churches and Chapels 

of the county. Participants are not necessarily churchgoers 

but do care about the aesthetic as well as community value of 

local Churches. For information call Cheryl on 676091 or 

LOCAL NEWS

Leanne with her daughter Lily-Mae
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leadership and people skills are helpful. All are welcome at the 

CPRE West Oxfordshire AGM on Thursday 13 September, 

7.30-9pm at Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford – Martin 

Lane, Director of Cotswolds AONB, will speak about the 

proposal to achieve National Park status. For more see 

www.cpreoxon.org.uk or call CPRE on  01491 612079. 

Ascott Martyrs remembered 
On Martyrs Day, 

Saturday 23 June, local 

people and visitors from 

far and wide gathered at 

Ascott-u-Wychwood to 

remember the 16 

women who were 

gaoled in May 1873 for 

supporting their 

agricultural labourer 

menfolk who were on 

strike for higher wages 

and better conditions. 

Beverley McCombs, a 

descendant from New 

Zealand and author of 

The Ascott Martyrs, is 

pictured with Mari Moss, 

another descendant still living in the village, at the unveiling of 

a commemorative textile wallhanging stitched by a group of 

local women. It is currently on display at the Oxfordshire 

Museum, Woodstock until 23 September (with a day out to 

the Forest Fair at Ditchley on 2 September) before returning 

to its permanent home in Ascott church.  (See also Arts page 
17). 

After their arrest the Martyrs were held in the cells at 

Chipping Norton police station, and then sentenced in the 

courtroom before being taken to Oxford prison. Three 

Victorian benches from the now redundant police station 

have been rescued by the Ascott Martyrs Educational Trust – 

two are now in Ascott at Tiddy Hall and the church, while the 

third is in Chipping Norton Museum. For more information 

about the Ascott Martyrs visit www.ascottmartyrs.co.uk 

Sue Richards 

Mindfulness and Arts therapy 
A 12-week course is being held at Holycombe Holistic 

Retreat Centre in Whichford, led by Caroline Warhurst, who 

is an Integrative Arts Psychotherapeutic Counsellor. The 

course uses techniques of mindfulness meditation to 

increase awareness of how we are in the present moment. 

There will also be some guided meditation to help uncover 

hidden patterns that are ‘keeping us stuck’. Following this, 

there will be use of the arts and imagination, such as 

drawing, painting, clay, bodywork/movement, puppets or 

music. There will always be options if people work better 

with certain art forms. ‘Creativity will enrich this process by 

acting as a vehicle of expression for these stuck and less 

conscious parts of ourselves’, says Caroline. Any previous art 

experience is not necessary. Each week there will be a 

different theme to explore, including topics such as anxiety, 

depression, relationships (not just to other people but to 

such things as food and possessions), loss, shame, and 

difference. The course is each Thursday from 4 October to 

20 December, 7.15-9.15pm. Cost: £360. More information at 

www.crnchia.wixsite.com/12weekarts 

Support for the Blue Cross 
Watch out on shop display boards for Chipping Norton’s Blue 

Cross charity shop’s end of summer sale – and other special 

events as the season changes. Chippy’s shop is looking for 

people to help with sorting and serving the public. Shifts are 

available throughout the week. Call in and ask Jane for further 

details. (Please note: they are currently unable to take Duke 

of Edinburgh scheme entrants). There is a Car Boot Sale on 

Saturday 15 September at the Blue Cross Burford Homing 

Centre, OX18 4PF. Gates open 8am, boot sellers £5, 

vans/trailers £10. Free public entry. Blue Cross is a national 

charity, with its HQ in Burford, providing homes for unwanted 

animals and promoting animal wellbeing. Blue Cross Week is 

1-7 October, a special fundraising week for supporters to take 

on a sponsored challenge, host a sale or event, or join in one 

of the Forest Fun Five Mile Adventures – see 

www.bluecross.org for details. 

Horsefair Salon best in County 
The team at the Hair Lounge 

Salon in Chipping Norton’s 

Horsefair is celebrating winning 

not one but two of the 2018 

Luxe Magazine Awards: Best Hair 

Salon in Oxfordshire and the 

Customer Excellence award. The 

salon that opened in September 

2015 with just two team 

members has grown 

considerably, currently employing 

a team of nine, with different 

expertise from apprentices, hair 

stylists to nail technicians. Jason 

Blake, the proud salon owner, 

was ecstatic with the awards and 

pleased that all the team’s hard 

work has really paid off. You can find Hair Lounge at 19 Horse 

Fair, Chipping Norton. 

Buy cakes and run for CRUK! 
The North Cotswold Fundraisers for Cancer Research UK 

hold their long-awaited cake sale in Chipping Norton Co-op 

from 10am until 3pm on Saturday 8 September. As is well 

known, cakes bought at a charity stall are calorie-free so do 

come and see us. Should you inadvertently succumb to one 

with a calorie in it, then join us at the Alternative Race for Life 

in Hook Norton on Sunday 7 October. To enter, please 

contact Gill Begnor – email address below or phone 07855 

807005. Find out more about our fundraising from 

Gillbegnor@live.co.uk or g.raven@sky.com 

Graham Raven 

Volunteers for Marie Curie 
Marie Curie is appealing in Chipping Norton for people to 

help raise vital funds by looking after local collection tins in 

venues such as shops, cafés and pubs. The charity offers free 

specialised nursing care to people with all terminal illnesses 
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Police and community safety 
This month’s reports from police and 

local press: 

Stolen cycles – 19 and 24 July, two 

cycles were stolen from a shed on the 

Worcester Road. Call 101 quoting crime 

reference 43180225865  with any 

information 

Bowls Club break-in – Police 

responded to an alarm at Chipping 

Norton Bowls Club after midnight on 1 

August, and found smashed rear patio doors and items stolen. 

Call 101 quoting crime reference 43180234611 . 

Appeal for wanted man – Police appealed in July for help 

tracing a wanted man, from Oxford but with links to Chipping 

Norton. 28-year-old Sam Pearce breached bail and failed to 

appear on 20 July at Oxford Magistrates Court on charges 

including using threatening and abusive words or behaviour to 

cause harassment, criminal damage and harassment. Pearce is 

white, around 6'2'' tall, medium build with short cropped 

brown hair. Do not approach him, but call 101 quoting 

43180197352 with any information or call, Crimestoppers, 

anonymously on 0800 555111.  

Crime statistics – There were 76 crimes reported in the 

Chipping Norton area for June including; Antisocial behaviour 

13, burglary 2, criminal damage and arson 8, bicycle theft 1, 

other theft 9, public order 7, robbery 1, shoplifting 1, vehicle 

crime 5, violence and sexual offences 26. See www.police.uk 

for more information including outcomes for these crimes 

and how to contact police. 

across the UK, as well as support for family and friends. One-

to-one care and support is overnight in the patient’s home, or 

for short periods, including evening and daytime, often at very 

short notice. In Oxfordshire, north of Witney, there are 19 

Marie Curie nurses and last year they cared for 262 patients. 

Holly Carey, Local Community Fundraiser, said, ‘Looking after 

collection tins is a really effective way to help - each tin has 

the potential to raise £20 quarterly paying for an hour of 

Marie Curie nursing care.’ To volunteer, or for information, 

contact Holly on 01604 442300. 

Car Treasure Hunt 
Fancy your chances of following all 

those clues? To join a fun Car Treasure 

Hunt, meet outside Churchill Village 

Hall at 10.30am on 23 September, 

where the treasure hunt quiz sheet will 

be distributed. There will be question 

sheets suitable for adults and younger 

people. The winner is the car to complete the quiz in the 

lowest mileage. The prize is a lunch voucher at The Chequers 

in Churchill. The Hunt takes approx 2.5 hrs and costs £20 per 

car. There is an optional lunch at The Chequers, Churchill. 

Please contact Hilary 659480 to book and reserve lunch. Or 

just turn up on the day if lunch is not required. Proceeds to 

Village Hall Funds.  

Movies at Churchill 
The next Screen by the Green movie at Churchill and Sarsden 

Village Hall, on Friday 14 September will be Darkest Hour, 
telling how, a few days after becoming Prime Minister in May 

1942, Winston Churchill had to decide whether to negotiate 

a peace treaty with Nazi Germany or stand firm to fight for 

liberty and freedom. An electrifying Oscar winning 

performance by Gary Oldman as Churchill brings this darkest 

hour to life, with admirable support from Kristin Scott 

Thomas as Clementine and Lily James as the irascible man’s 

secretary. A great film not to be missed. This will be a film and 

supper evening – why not join everyone at The Chequers – a 

special £20 movie menu will be offered, main course at 6pm, 

dessert after the film. Book early for your meal and the film 

or just the film. All films start at 7.30; tickets £5.00 pay on the 

door. For information and to book, ring Jackie 659903 or 

email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com 

Understanding Your Teenager 
Why can their behaviour seem impulsive and illogical? Why do 

they want to sleep all day and stay up all night? These and 

other typical behavioural traits, such as anger and rebellion, 

are covered in a course run by Clare Bay, who has worked 

with teenagers for 13 years. She is a Psychotherapeutic 

Counsellor and, apart from being involved at the ACE Centre 

in Chippy supporting new parents with mental and emotional 

health needs, Clare works at the ‘Retreat for Mothers’ in the 

High Street, Milton under Wychwood. This is where she is 

holding a course for parents, carers, families and young people 

using creativity and the Arts to help people express 

themselves. The course runs on three consecutive Thursday 

evenings at 7.30-9pm from September 6 at the Retreat. £45 

or £55 per couple. For more information contact Clare by 

email on Clare.baytherapy@outlook.com 

Junior School Open Morning
Saturday 22 September

10.30am ~ 12 noon

Tel 01295 781203  Sibford School OX15 5QL

www.sibfordschool.co.uk

Sibford School o昀ers an extensive, innova琀ve and diverse 
educa琀on where pupils are encouraged to ‘live adventurously’
Day pupils aged 3 ~18. Boarders (full, weekly & 昀exi) from age 11.
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The Theatre’s Take Part Co-Director 
Anne Gill led the tributes in the recent 

Friends Newsletter: ‘Many Theatre Friends 

will themelves, their children or 

grandchildren have attended Youth Theatre 

with Jo Higgins and feel very sad that she is 

bidding farewell. She founded the Youth 

Theatre in 1990 with two classes, which 

grew into the nine we have today. From its 

inception, Jo was clear about her aims: It is 

inclusive. Everyone’s talents are encouraged 

equally. There are no stars. These remain as 

true today as they were 27 years ago. It 

would be so easy to create productions 

around the most confident performers, 

where the less confident are somewhere in the background 

with a line or two. Jo and her tutors, however, provide the 

performers with equal stage time and therefore all feel valued 

and respected. It is no wonder that so many parents comment 

on how their children’s confidence has grown during their 

time in the Youth Theatre. I have witnessed the way in which 

she inspires and guides and how members respect and admire 

her. From the bottom of my heart, I thank Jo for our 

outstanding Youth Theatre and her dedication to it. I am sure 

you will join me in wishing her a long, happy and healthy 

retirement.’  

Rupert Friend’s tribute to an 
amazing teacher – Homeland star 

Rupert  – a Youth Theatre ‘graduate’ 

from the 1990s, sent Jo flowers for her 

retirement party and publicly wrote a 

heartfelt tribute ‘to the woman who 

taught him to use his imagination’. He 

said, ‘William Shakespeare wrote “Some 

are born great, some achieve greatness, 

and some have greatness thrust upon 

‘em”. More impressive are those who give their greatness to 

others. I am, of course, talking about teachers. Anyone lucky 

enough to have had a great teacher should celebrate them. Jo 

has enriched the lives of thousands of young people, one of 

whom was me. Like many kids, my outside didn't match my 

inside, and like many kids, I was desperate for a safe place to 

unleash what was inside without being mocked, laughed at or 

beaten up. Jo encouraged me to develop the single most 

important tool an actor can have: imagination. It's the tool I 

use every single day of my life. We would be given a scenario, 

or a character, or just the task of getting something from 

another character whose task it was not to give it up. We 

would then be sent off in small groups to huddle up and figure 

it out. Each year at Christmas, Jo would host a dinner at her 

home for the older students, with wine and home-cooked 

food. We felt like her contemporaries. She never spoke down 

to us, never presumed we knew less. She shared in our 

discoveries, was thrilled at our inventions. She taught me – 

and countless others – to use our limitless imaginations, and 

she gave us somewhere to fail safely. I will 

always be grateful to her for that.’ 

A Chapter Closes – Jo wrote a note 
for the Friends Newsletter including 
‘How very lucky I was, and how brave she 

was, that in 1990 Alison Coates, the then 

General Manager, gave me the job of Youth 

Theatre Director in spite of my having 

absolutely no relevant qualifications! Since 

then I have spent 27 years learning on the 

job and with each new wave of young 

people, and each cultural change, I have 

continued to discover and develop whilst 

taking my lead from the Youth Theatre 

members whose interests and concerns their drama has 

always reflected. One of the things children have most valued 

is the opportunity to explore themselves and their lives in a 

safe and supportive setting. I have worked with so many 

wonderful people, some over many years. Thank you to all 

those wonderful, funny, infuriating – but ultimately always 

rewarding - young people, to The Theatre and to the wider 

and very supportive Chipping Norton (and beyond) 

community – it's been a privilege and it's been fun!’  

Jo Higgins passes on her script! 
Chipping Norton Theatre’s Jo Higgins, who has led our much-admired Youth Theatre for 27 years, 
retired as its director this summer. Hundreds of young people of all ages have passed through Jo’s 
classes – having fun, learning creativity, building confidence, enjoying camaraderie, and, for some, 

starting a career in the performing arts. 

On  What’s 

BOX OFFICE 01608 642350     www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

LIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
Sat 8th Sept, 7:45pm THE MIKADO, £20, under 16 £13  
9th & 10th Sept, 7:45pm HENRY BLOFELD, £21.50 
Sat 15th Sept, 7:45pm KING FOR A DAY - THE NAT KING COLE STORY, £20 
Tue 18th Sept, 7:45pm A SUPER HAPPY STORY (ABOUT FEELING SUPER  
   SAD), £14, Concs £12, under 26 £6  
Thur 20th Sept, 7:45pm SHACKLETON’S CARPENTER, £14, Concs £12 
Fri 21st Sept, 7:45pm GREGG WALLACE—DOESN’T GET TOUGHER THAN THIS, £20 
Sat 22nd Sept, 7:45pm SON YAMBU, £15 
Tue 25th Sept, 7:45pm YOU’VE CHANGED, £15, Concs £13, under 26 £5 
26th & 27th Sept, 7:45pm THE TEMPEST, £15, Concs £13, under 26 £5 
Fri 28th Sept, 7:45pm MADE IN MOTOWN, £16.50, Concs £14.50 
 

FILM                  Tickets £10, U16s £7.50 
Thu 6th Sept, 10:30am    MAMMA MIA! HERE WE GO AGAIN (PG)  
   (CINEMA BAMBINO)  £3.50 with £5 annual membership 
Fri 14th Sept, 7:30pm    THE BOY FRIEND — £5 
2nd & 5th Sept, 7:30pm  SWIMMING WITH MEN (12A) 
13th Sept, 7:30pm  SUMMER 1993 (12A) 
Sun 16th Sept, 7:30pm THE ESCAPE (15)  
23rd & 29th Sept, 7:30pm THE NEGOTIATOR (15)  
Sun 30th Sept, 7:30pm LES GARDIENNES (THE GUARDIANS) (15) 
 
THEATRE SCREENINGS    
Thu 6th Sept, 7.00pm    JULIE (15), £15 
 
GALLERY  30 mins. before all events, 1-3pm Saturdays, FREE 
Mon 3rd—Sun 23rd Sept JO WADE 
24th Sept—18th Oct THE ROAD BEHIND, THE ROAD AHEAD 
 

Wed 10th and Fri 12th 
Oct, 7:45pm. £10, Concs 
£7, under 26 £5 
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Live in Chipping Norton 
Stand Out Stand-up Flock Comedy is back with another 

evening of stand-up comedy at the Town Hall. On Friday 19 

October four professional comedians hit the stage. Troy 
Hawke is the headline act. He’s an erudite home-schooled 

1930's throwback dubbed the Errol Flynn of the High Street. 

Educated, sophisticated, but utterly clueless. He tackles 

modern issues head on in his uniquely untimely manner. Earl 
Okin performs under the byline ‘Musical Genius & Sex 

Symbol’ (not bad for a 70-year-old.) He learnt his stagecraft 

in folk clubs. When they were replaced by comedy clubs, Earl 

moved across effortlessly. A talented musician with a flair for 

Bossanova, Earl brings his unique style of comedy to bear. 

Stephanie Laing and Iszy Lawrence are also on the bill. 

Tickets £14 online from www.flockcomedy.com or from Jaffé 

& Neale Bookshop & Café. 

You Just Never Know The Nortonians Amateur Dramatic 

Society perform this exciting domestic drama with a twist by 

Liz Dobson on 6 October in the Parish Rooms. See timings 

and ticket details on September posters.  ‘Free to get in, with 

a donation to get out!’ As in most families, what starts the day 

as humdrum may not be how life takes you. More details from 

Andrew Pitman on 01993 830930 or at 

andrewpitman123@btinternet.com 

CHAOS and My Fair Lady Chipping Norton Amateur 

Operatic Society make this popular musical their next year’s 

show – with songs such as Wouldn’t it be loverly, I’m getting 
married in the morning, I could have danced all night, On the street 
where you live and many more. Dates are Thursday 16 to 

Saturday 19 May 2019. The first meeting to explain the show 

and run though audition pieces will be Monday 1 October. 

First Audition date Monday 8 October and first full rehearsal 

Monday 22 October. All the meetings at Highlands, Burford 

Road, will start at 7.30pm. If interested in joining, please come 

to one of those meetings. For more information contact Dave 

Court on courtdavid35@gmail.com. 

The Theatre 
The Road Behind, The Road 
Ahead 24 September-16 October. A 

unique project created by The 

Theatre to explore the history and 

implications of the Suffrage 

movement. Between 1900 and 1920 

there were over 400 female 

playwrights working in Britain. Go 

along for an evening of these half-

forgotten voices from the Votes for 

Women movement – short plays, songs and music that helped 

to shape Edwardian public opinion and remain relevant, 

gripping and funny to this day. The live performances are 

partnered with a free thought-provoking multi-media Gallery 

photographic exhibition and newly-commissioned sound-art 

and music reflecting on experiences of equality from a range 

of contemporary women across Oxfordshire. From teenagers 

to retirees, students to professionals, children to working 

mums, come and reflect on how far we have come but still 

have to go. (Exhibition 30 minutes prior to all theatre events 

and from 1pm-3pm each Saturday. Free entry). More at 

www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

The Panto – Aladdin This Christmas prepare for sunnier 

climes and a little 

adventure. Alad-
din returns to 

The Theatre for 

the first time in 

25 years! Family-

friendly from 

start to finish, 

packed with 

magical marvels 

and toe-tapping 

tunes, this is the 

Chippy Panto 

you’ve been wishing for. Far, far away in a mysterious land, 

Aladdin embarks on the greatest adventure. With dancing 

mummies, disappearing pyramids and a deeply daft genie. 

When Aladdin meets Jasmine, both are sure their luck will 

change, but the wicked Abanazar has other plans. The Theatre 

welcomes return of writer Ben Crocker (Mother Goose, Robin 
Hood and more), introduces music by Steve Edis (A Christmas 
Carol, Hackney Empire; Love’s Labour’s Lost, NT Olivier; 

Cinderella, Old Vic) and our own John Terry returning as 

Director. Tickets are selling fast! Box Office 642350 or book 

at www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 99 performances from 

14 November-3 January. The Theatre’s newly renovated 

auditorium is more comfortable than ever– with a new carpet 

– flooring, seating – and front of house toilets.  

Owen Mumford Gallery 3-23 September 30 minutes 

before theatre events and 1pm-3pm each Saturday. Free 

exhibition of paintings by Warwickshire based artist Jo Wade 
whose work reflects on the saying ‘Time and tide wait for no 

man’ (depicted also in the wonderful murals at The Theatre). 

Jo’s work uses the rhythms of the tide to mirror the 

momentum of time. 
Open 7 days a week • 24 High Street, Chipping Norton • 01608 642233

A new kind of tea room
Afternoon Tea, Breakfast, lunch, LIGHT BITES, coffee, 

tea and cake, cold drinks, bubbly and anything you 
could ever wish for in a cotswold tea room. 

Troy Hawke, Iszy Lawrence, Stephanie Laing and Earl Okin 
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Other local Arts events 
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock An exhibition, 110 

years of Suffrage, tells stories 

of Oxfordshire women. A 

highlight is the Ascott 

Martyrs’ Quilt, supposedly 

made by one of the women 

from Ascott-u-Wychwood 

imprisoned in 1873 for 

supporting husbands striking 

for a living wage. The Quilt is 

on loan from the People’s 

History Museum in 

Manchester on display in 

Oxfordshire for the first 

time in 50 years. Also 

displayed is this com-

memorative textile hanging 

(pictured) made by a group of local women (see also article 

p13) and an original Suffragist banner from the Women’s 

Library, London. Until Sunday 23 September. A talk, Over the 
Hills to Glory: The Story of the Ascott Martyrs by Carol Anderson, 

Director, The Oxfordshire Museum, is on Saturday 2.30pm 22 

September. Tickets £8 available from the Museum in advance 

on 01993 814106. Another talk, The Conservation and 
Restoration at Blenheim Palace by Veronica Thorneloe is on 

7.30pm Wednesday 5 September, £4. For full programme visit 

ww.oxfordshire.gov.uk.  

The Arts Society Cotswolds 12 September. Lecture Eight 
Greats: a Frescoholic Tour of Italy by Dr Janet Robson – a 

whistle-stop tour of eight of the greatest fresco cycles in 

Italian art. We will be guided through works of art in Assisi, 

Padua, Siena, Florence and Arezzo with new insight on their 

importance and enjoy some of the greatest stories ever told 

in paint! 

Lectures begin 11am at the Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford 
OX18 4RZ. Non-members are welcome (suggested donation £10). 
See www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

CRAG Autumn Tea Concerts The enjoyable, informal 

Autumn and Winter Concert programmes in Charlbury are 

now confirmed. Accomplished professional musicians, many of 

international renown, perform in the afternoon to raise funds 

for the Charlbury Refugee Action Group. First concert 3pm 

Sunday 15 October is Improviso: Fatima Lahham recorders, 

Elin White baroque violin, Florence Petit baroque cello, Johan 

Löfving theorbo. A specialist period instrument ensemble, 

formed when members were studying at the Royal College of 

Music, play works by Telemann and Dario Castello 

interspersed with their own improvisations. In Memorial Hall, 

Charlbury, approximately one hour, tickets £10 including tea 

and cake (under 15s, £5) may be reserved by emailing 

charlburyrefugee@gmail.com. For general enquiries 811378. 

Burford Singers Concert Sunday, 7.30pm 25 November at 

St John the Baptist, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY. 

Mozart: Divertimento for Strings K136, Horn Concerto No.4 
K495 with Soloist Ben Goldscheider (Winner of the Brass 

Category Final of the 2016 BBC Young Musician Competition) 

and The Great Mass in C minor K427. Burford Singers with 

Soprano Robyn Allegra Parton, Mezzo Marta Fontanals-

Simmons, Tenor William Wallace, Baritone Jake Muffett, and 

the Cotswold Chamber Orchestra with Leader Kate Bailey 

and Conductor Brian Kay. Tickets reserved at £23, £19, £15, 

unreserved £10. Postal booking 17 September to 5 October. 

Online from 15 October at www.burfordsingers.org. Booking 

in person (unreserved) from 15 October at The Madhatter 

Bookshop, 122 High Street, Burford. Full details and booking 

form at www.burfordsingers.org.uk.  

Music at Stow Festival 25 to 27 October, St Edward’s 

Church, Church Street, Stow-on-the-Wold. Stacey Kent, jazz 

vocalist, the Jacobson-Brown Duo, an acclaimed Piano Duo 

and The Searchers in concert. Details at 

www.musicatstow.co.uk  

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock is 

planning a new 1930-1970s Oxfordshire 

exhibition and is appealing for help with 

local stories and mementos. The 

exhibits will link the home front with 

military history using stories of women 

and children living close to the various 

local military bases. One example is a 

child’s necklace given to a young 

Oxfordshire girl during WWII, made by 

a German POW held at a local camp, 

SOFO’s Education Officer Vicki Wood, 

says: ‘Do you have small objects or photographs of domestic 

Oxfordshire life from 1930 to 1970? Ordinary items typical of 

each era: baby clothes, children’s toys, empty tins (such as the 

one pictured!) and packets, and home items. Or diaries, 

letters or memorabilia from family members who lived 

through the Home Front in WWII, post-war National Service 

or the Cold War?’ Details on 01993 810211 or at 

oxfordshirehome@sofo.org.uk.  

Join the Kingham Singers Come and sing! Rehearsals 

Monday evenings start 10 September Methodist Church 

Churchill from 7.45 for the 8 December Christmas concert. 

It’s the perfect time to join this friendly choir drawn from 

Kingham and nearby villages, with music new to all and 

everyone learning together – some read music, some don’t.  

We sing popular songs and our well-attended concerts raised 

£1000 for charity last year. It is fun and worthwhile! With a few 

more singers we can do even better. Subs £25 per half term 

but come along and try us out first. Details Linda Sale 658647. 

THE ARTS

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Join us for an evening                 
with comedian  
Robin Ince 

on Wednesday 31st October             
at 6.30pm 

Tickets are £4 redeemable against 
purchase of the book 
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‘Pandemonium in the Park’ 

Over 800 attended St Mary’s Church’s very successful summer party in the park in July, down on the New St 

recreation ground. ‘It was an amazing day!’ said one young mum, ‘so lovely to see everyone together enjoying 

the sun – thank you to all the people that came together to set the day up!’ All ages joined in the first ever 

Pandemonium in the Park for a free afternoon of fun, food and games. Chippy is surrounded by festivals such 

as Wilderness, Cornbury and the 

Feastival, but often these are beyond 

people’s budgets, and Emma Kennedy 

from St Mary’s Church said,‘we wanted 

to provide an opportunity for anyone to 

come together and enjoy some fun and 

a bit of a festival atmosphere. With live 

music, festival face painting, archery, 

crafts and delicious food – all for free – 

we hope people felt really treated!’   

Forty volunteers served over 560 hog 

roasts, hot dogs and veggie wraps and 

around 1000 pieces of cake to locals 

from across the Town. On yet another 

roasting day, 550 litres of water and 280 ice creams were also given away to cool people down! Small children 

plunged into the ball pit and ran around in the soft play area – and if they had fun, they can come along and join 

the regular soft play session ‘Mini Movers’ run on Friday 

mornings at St Mary’s Primary School (8.45am for a free 

breakfast and fun). Older children enjoyed meeting ‘Ace’ from the 

hit 90s TV show Gladiators, who ran an assault course and an 

inflatable gladiator battle. Younger children could visit the story-

telling and craft tents. Teenagers and adults had a go at Bubble 

Football – a favourite at the weekly Youth Club Remix which 

meets at 

G l y m e  

Hall on 

Fridays at 

3 . 2 0 p m  

(for Years 

7-11). For the more sedate, there were pockets of shade 

to enjoy a cup of tea, slice of cake and the live music.  

More unusual opportunities included free haircuts for 

primary young ones and free family portraits taken by 

gifted local photographer Alexis Knight. A mum 

commented, ‘Our heartfelt thanks. It is such a treasure to 

get a lovely family picture.’ A lot of people worked hard 

and gave generously to make the afternoon happen – but 

with well over 800 people attending, there was a great atmosphere, and it felt like it was really enjoyed. One 

local added ‘there was a real sense of community – enjoyed by young and old alike, whether charging around 

on one of the many games, or enjoying tea and cake whilst sat on a hay bale listening to the live music.’ Thanks 

to Emma Kennedy for the report of this great event.  

 

 

Phew!! The summer of 2018 was a real scorcher for Chippy – reaching 34C at the end of J
with barbecues, sun & insect cream, ice lollies, fans and coolers. Chippy Lido had a brilliant 

a bumper Summer Party in the Park, Top School’s hot prom,
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Lido’s record summer 
The long heatwave brought back memories of 1976 for some, as The Lido 

enjoyed its busiest season for many, many years, welcoming visitors from a large 

surrounding area as well as locals. Thanks to Witney resident, Emily Grant, for 

permission to reproduce this selfie, which really captures the sunny fun enjoyed 

by many this summer. Whilst children splashed and played, and adults clocked up 

their lengths, The Lido team was working hard behind the scenes to keep 

everything running smoothly and to meet the extra demand. From ice creams 

and chips to loo rolls, rubbish collections and staffing – every aspect of the 

operation was stepped up to run at full capacity. And spare a thought for the 

lifeguarding team working hard in temperatures in the 30s to ensure everyone 

was safe and had a good time.  

The pool offered lots of new activities, including a popular Sunday morning yoga 

session, adult group lessons, aquafit classes and mini water polo. Huge thanks are 

due to The Lido’s neighbours in and around Fox Close who have been patient 

and accommodating during the periods of peak demand, and to all The Lido staff for their commitment and 

dedication throughout the season. It’s not quite over yet – the season closes on Sunday 9 September at 5pm – 

so there’s still time for some final swims before we head into the autumn. Thanks to the Lido for this update.

Top School’s Year 11 bow out in style 
It was posh frocks and tuxedos for many in Year 11 as the students from Chipping Norton School celebrated 

their end of GSCEs and a big milestone at the 2018 Summer Prom held at the spectacular venue of Aynho 

Great Barn. Students arrived in vintage cars, sports cars, tractors, and on quad bikes. Everyone made a huge 

effort and made a very glamorous group. The summer weather 

brought the best out in all the 

outfits and a lot of smiles as a 

good time was had by all.  

The Great Barn put on a 

fantastic spread of food and 

students danced the night 

away – special thanks to the 

Prom Committee who 

organised the whole event 

which entailed a huge amount 

of work. Students had an 

amazing evening and enjoyed celebrating the  end of an era after the last 

five years spent together before they now move on to pastures new. For 

many GSCE results are awaited before they embark on further study in the 6th form or at college, or the 

beginning of their careers – but not before a well-earned break for the summer.  

Acknowledgement to the School website and pictures sent from the School 

nd of July. Town pubs reported beer sales up and ice-cubes running out. Shop sales boomed 
illiant summer with record crowds and 30 minute wait times. Here’s more on that, reports of 

om, and a poem inspired by a summer walk on the Salt Way. 

Salt Way 
Mo Browne 
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eet and ragged robin, 

dog-rose, and daisy, 

ed like a child's hair, 

Oxfordshire beyond: 
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with drovers' roads, 

ridle ways, holloways, 

, wood, even forest 

ridge where suns set.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

In January Darren 

Gillett arrived aiming 

to create a ‘must visit’ 

location in Chipping 

Norton. His 

background in 

catering management 

saw many years in 

London running and working in varied 

establishments including a stint in 

charge of the catering at the Victoria 

and Albert Museum! Along with 

Marianne, his chef and friend, he was 

most recently at The Station House in 

Henley after a short spell at The Bell at 

Charlbury. They’ve both moved to 

Chippy – with Darren as tenant at the 

Fullers-owned pub. But everything you 

see when you come in the door is 

Darren’s – he has invested a large 

amount of money to transform the 

interior. With The Chequers a Grade II 

listed building dating back to 1460, refurbishment is a 

challenge. Many things cannot be altered, such as the building 

layout with its quaint little rooms and passages. However the 

redecoration and new upholstery makes the interior more 

appealing. Many items have been retained such as old pictures 

and assorted stuffed animals. The biggest improvement is at 

the back; the dining room has been rejuvenated and the 

scruffy old barn has been transformed into a welcoming, well 

furnished area – either extending the dining room or for use 

separately. At the front door take a moment to admire the 

amazing grapevine – currently dripping with bunches of 

grapes. Darren would love to hear from anyone with the 

expertise to help produce some form of beverage for the pub. 

The old fireplaces have been brought back into use so expect 

crackling open fires – welcoming and cosy on cold winter 

evenings. 

Now for the food. New kitchens have been installed for 

Marianne, a talented and innovative chef, 

to ply her craft. Apart from the usual pub 

staples such as sausages, pies, fish and 

chips and steak, there is a daily list of 

specials. I went on a Wednesday which is 

‘ribs day’ – the food looked delicious. If 

you are vegan/vegetarian this is the place 

to visit. There are seven vegetarian plates 

priced at £4.95 ranging from Indonesian 

salad, feta, watermelon and mint, to 

endive salad with stilton dressing and 

grapes. These are small plates, ideal for 

lunch, or add a 

portion of fries, 

homemade breads 

with herb oil and 

chilli butter or 

fresh potato salad with sour cream and watercress to make a 

main meal. Each day there is a different special offer depending 

on which day of the week it is. Darren deserves to make this 

pub a success so give it a try.  

A new look for The Chequers 
The News Team’s Sue Hadland visits Chippy’s refurbished Chequers in Spring Street.

Many readers will remember Assumpta Golding from when 

she ran The Chequers in Churchill and more recently the 

Chandlers Arms in Epwell. Late 

last year Assumpta and husband 

Peter decided that they had had 

enough of late nights and would 

retire from the pub trade. The 

opportunity came up to 

purchase a tea room – ‘The 

Kitchen’ – in the south 

Gloucestershire town of 

Minchinhampton. Whilst this was 

being refurbished, Assumpta was 

asked by Hook Norton Brewery 

to stand in at The Fox in Chippy 

for several weeks early in the 

year. They reopened the Kitchen 

after Easter. Minchinhampton or 

‘Minch’, as it is known by the locals, is a quiet town off the 

main road between Cirencester and Stroud, in the middle of 

the more traditional horse riding Cotswolds. Indeed whilst 

we were there Jilly Cooper was one of the other customers! 

The Princess Royal’s Gatcombe 

Park is on the outskirts of the 

town and she has been very 

supportive of the recent 

refurbishment of the church. 

Highgrove is just a few miles 

away. The Kitchen is open 

between 8am and 5.30pm, seven 

days a week, serving breakfasts, 

light lunches (and roasts on 

Sunday: booking advised) and 

traditional afternoon teas. It 

makes a delightful place to take a 

break when having a day trip 

around the opposite end of the 

Cotswolds from Chippy. Interior 

decoration includes a mural of a traditional country kitchen. 

More details can be found at www.thekitchenminch.co.uk. 

Catching up with Assumpta Golding 
The Team’s Nigel Rose visited Gloucestershire for this update  

Top: Darren and chef Marianne pictured 
outside the Chequers 

Right: the refurbished dining room
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THE COUNTRYSIDE AT WORK

Thirty years ago the Barbour 

family had a pig farm, rearing 160 

animals at any one time. 

Uncertain returns and a fire on 

the premises led to a total 

change of direction. Some land 

was sold, the tenancy became 

ownership and a decision was 

made to develop five holiday 

cottages, using the stone from 

the old farm buildings. 70 acres 

of meadow and woodland 

surround this handsome 

accommodation and the site provides a wide range of 

activities, including croquet, cricket, badminton and volleyball. 

Indoors there is a games room, library and projector with big 

screen. It has become an ideal base for family holidays or 

weekend breaks. 

Surrounding the cottages and gardens, the woodlands 

have wide avenues to walk and explore nature and the 

wildlife. Beware of deer! They have a great fondness for the 

bark of the young saplings. Over the years, David Barbour has 

planted tens of thousands of trees, mainly Walnut and Hazel 

and these can be seen at various 

stages of their growth. Other 

varieties have been planted for 

coppicing and providing timber for 

the onsite joinery shops, which make 

fencing and other garden products. 

Logs and kindling are available. The 

walnuts and hazelnuts are harvested 

in the autumn and sold on local 

Farmers Markets. Any surplus is 

taken to the South of France, where 

they are pressed into a luscious rich 

oil, which returns to England for sale. 

As well as the Barbour family, several other local 

people are employed, managing the woodland, gardening 

and keeping the cottages spick and span. Another aspect of 

the development is the conversion of older buildings into 

small industrial units, where a variety of small businesses 

thrive. These include a film and video consultancy, a music 

production company and a firm that produces industrial 

coating. Oxfords Planters have been established here for 

several years. They produce contemporary and 

traditionally designed garden furniture and containers. 

They export their products as far away as California and 

Dubai. Paul Barlow Heal set up the Cotswold Bakery in 

2011 and produces handcrafted cakes and patisserie 

delivered locally to hotels, shops and private homes. 

On site during 

our visit to the July 

Open Day, we found 

Mark Oakey in the 

depths of the woods. 

Mark (pictured) 

coppices the hazel 

trees making fencing 

hurdles. Not a twig 

goes to waste, as the 

offcuts are used for 

bundles of faggots, 

marquee pegs and 

charcoal.Also hidden 

away in the woods, we encountered Martin Damen, who 

talked to visitors about his craft of wooden spoon carving. 

He also makes bowls and ornamental wood carving from 

timber produced on the farm.  

A News Team member who works there commented, ‘It is 

a lovely place to work. Everyone is very friendly and there is 

something positively uplifting about being greeted by geese and 

goats every morning as their field is adjacent to the car park.’ 

The News is interested in hearing of similar 
endeavours that are securing a successful future – and 
encouraging the next generation to remain living and 
working in the countryside. 

Made in the Cotswolds – Heath Farm 
The News Team plans to look at the development and 

expansion of mainly local agricultural businesses over the 
next few months – during times of economic and other 
uncertainties such as Brexit. We joined an Open Day at 

Heath Farm, Swerford, a fine example of where traditional 
family farming looks to other ideas for sustainability. 

Annual Bulb Bonanza 

Whichford Pottery, Whichford, Nr. Shipston-on-Stour, Warks, CV36 5PG
 Tel:  01608 684416   www.whichfordpottery.com

P O T T E R Y

Friday 14th - Sunday 23rd September 2018
For an exceptional spring garden, choose from over 100 different varieties  

of top quality bulbs all direct from our favourite Dutch supplier.

Plus, special offers on perfect pots for bulbs.

at Whichford Pottery 

Walnuts Hazelnuts

Drawings: Judy Buckingham
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SPORTS NEWS

EXCELSIOR 
T a x i s  &  P r i v a t e  H i r e  

01608 643721 
01608 644015 

www.excelsiortaxis.co.uk 

Taxis, Minibuses & Executive Cars 

Local & Long Distance, Airports 
Stations, Weddings & Parties 

4 Shires Swimming Club excitement 
Two exciting events have happened 

since July. Head Coach Kim Weetman 

is the new President Elect of the 

Oxon and Bucks ASA for 2018/2019 

– a great honour for both Kim and 

the Club. And in August Ellie 

Lawrence swam in the Welsh 

Summer Swim Championships 2018, 

not only qualifying for seven events 

but winning a bronze medal in the 

50m back with a time of 29.3 

seconds, and making the finals in the 50 free. An amazing 

achievement which shows how determination and 

commitment really pay off. Ellie (pictured) is currently our top 

swimmer and we are all very proud of her. The Club 

continued its programme of encouraging high standards with 

another Summer Swim Camp for around 25 swimmers. 

Philippa Upton 

Football: Swifts flying high! 
A successful 2017/18 

season was celebrated 

in style with our annual 

awards day (pictured). 

The Swifts continue to 

grow on and off the 

pitch and we are proud 

of the progress the 

Club has made under 

the chairmanship of Shaun Green, who will soon step down. 

The Club would like to thank Shaun for his hard work and 

welcome his successor, Martyn Clements. The Club remains in 

safe hands and the future is bright. Swifts are busy preparing 

for the new football season with teams at U8, U9, U10, U11, 

U13, U14, U15 and U19 level, with over 100 children playing 

regular soccer. 

Thanks to this season’s sponsors. Aldi have given us a 

massive boost by putting their name on four of the Club’s 

shirts. We are also hugely grateful for the continued support 

of Topiarus Horticulture Ltd, The Co-op, The Perfect Finish 

Joinery Spray Finishing, The Old Mill Coffee House, Thompson 

Heating and Plumbing, Barchester Healthcare, CETA 

Insurance, Cotswolds Lettings and Sales, JE Window Cleaning, 

HANDD Business Solutions, Duralock and A.L. Sole & Son. 

We will keep Chippy News readers up to date throughout 

the new season which we hope will be a successful one. 

Martyn Walsh 

Chipping Norton Bowls Club 
Outdoor section End of Term Report: 

• Busy season entertaining County competitions and visiting 

teams. 

• No waterproofs in sight – must be a record! 

• Busy green keepers gave us a green envied by most clubs 

in the county.  

• Won back the Ron Stares Cup, runners-up in the South 

African Cup and still in the running for other leagues and 

competitions.  

• Club Competitions nearly at the ‘finals’ stage with some 

new bowlers in the frame. 

With no time to turn around the Indoor Season starts and on 

Saturday 29 September from 10am we have an OPEN DAY 

for new bowlers. Don’t worry if you have never bowled 

before we have all the equipment required to get you started. 

All ages welcome – just come along to Greystones, Burford 

Road, or call Carole on 652018 or Roberta on (643556). 

Roberta Jarvie 

Cricket Club hopes 
A very good season, could get even 

better by the end of September. 

Currently the Saturday 1st XI sit top of 

Division Two of the Oxfordshire 

Cricket Association with three games 

to play. The 1st XI has got into the 

winning habit and the whole team 

have played their part. The wonderful 

weather has ensured good wickets for 

batting with lots of runs scored. To be 

fair, our bowlers have also taken wickets. Pictured is a very 

pleased 1st XI Captain James McGeown. The 2nd XI sit sixth in 

their league and have done quite well in fielding a side. 

Despite the best efforts of Sunday Captain Lee Boswell, not 

much  cricket has been played on Sundays. 

Junior Cricket Well done to everyone who has taken 

part and a big thank you to all who have helped running 

training nights and matches. The season ends with 

presentation nights to hand out awards to the Juniors. 

Graham Beacham 

Badminton Club’s new season 
Sessions are on Wednesdays at 7.30pm at CN Leisure Centre 

– call Sheila Tarrant (642687) for details. The planned Open 

Day has been postponed – possibly till October. 

Motorsport: Walkinshaw’s Fuji victory 
24-year-old Sean Walkinshaw of Chipping Norton and his 

partner Shinichi Takagi celebrated a decisive second win in the 

Super GT Championship season at Fuji Speedway, Japan on 

Sunday 5 August, to reclaim the lead of the GT300 title race 

by six points. They won the 500 mile long race by a margin of 

nearly 50 seconds enabling Walkinshaw to notch up a third 

career Super GT win. The next round is in mid September at 

Sugo also in Japan.
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

also a high-risk environment. One 

boat was struck by lightning and 

another boat very sadly lost a man 

overboard. 

Has it been a life-changing 
experience? Yes. It has focused 

me on the basics of what we need 

in life. In the supermarket I am 

overwhelmed by the choice. When 

I open the wardrobe I think ‘Why do I have all these clothes 

and why wash my hair every day?’ We don’t need all these 

things; what adds quality to life is people and nature. I would 

be happy to trade in variety in my daily life for experiences I 

can’t otherwise access, such as the sunsets and swimming 

with wildlife. 

What are your future plans? I’m catching up with friends 

and family. But I’ll continue sailing; I’m off to Croatia and the 

Scilly Isles soon. But I won’t be doing any more 4-week long 

passages in the near future! 

Rowena is a guest speaker at Chipping Norton Yacht Club on 
Wednesday 24 September (7 for 7.30pm) at Wychwood Golf Club. 
Talks are open to non-members. The Clipper Race is now inviting 
applicants for the 2019-20 race. No previous experience is 
necessary; rigorous training is given and clothing provided. For more 
see clipperroundtheworld.com.  

The race saw twelve teams of 20 amateur sailors covering 

40,000 nautical miles on 70ft yachts, circumnavigating the 

globe in 8 legs. Rowena, a retired human resources director, 

set off on 20 August 2017 on the yacht Garmin, taking part in 

the first four legs. She sailed from Liverpool to South America 

to South Africa to Western Australia and then to Sydney, 

arriving for Christmas. She re-joined Garmin in Seattle, sailing 

via the Panama Canal to New York, spending a total of 140 

days at sea sailing over 25,000 nautical miles. Here’s what 

Rowena told us. 

What inspired you to take part in such a gruelling 
trip? I started sailing four 

years ago, completing a 

Confident Crew Course 

and then got my Day 

Skipper qualification. I 

tend to do extreme 

sports, like long distance 

running, so the 

endurance element of 

Clipper appealed. In 

sailing you need to work 

as a team; team dynamics 

are key and my 

background in human 

resources helped. 
Did you have a particular role? Each boat has a 

professional skipper and mate, a medic and an engineer. The 

rest of us played to our strengths, but you need to be 

prepared to be flexible and have a go at anything. I generally 

stayed towards the helm handling the main sheet – an 

important role in bad weather. 

What sort of people made up the crew? You find all 

sorts of ages and nationalities on a Clipper. My boat was 

Garmin, where the youngest crew member was 22 and the 

oldest 70, but most were between 45 and 55, I’d say. 30% were 

women. Eleven enrolled for the entire circumnavigation, but 

only six completed, and others joined for a specific number of 

legs. 

What were the highs for you? Oh, the opportunity to 

experience a different side of life. The natural wildlife we saw 

was outstanding: varieties of dolphin, whales, turtles, all 

swimming alongside. The sunsets and shooting stars, too, all 

stunning. 

There must have been some lows, too? Well, the 

physical discomfort for sure! There is very little room, minimal 

personal space and conditions can be extremely 

uncomfortable. The boat can heel up to 40 degrees and so 

just moving around requires huge upper body strength. You 

are up close and personal with fellow crew members in hot, 

sweaty conditions, with no showers and very few changes of 

clothes. It’s a bit like a reality TV programme, really. It is a race, 

so the atmosphere is very competitive and it is really, really 

hard work. The crew have to follow orders – not always 

delivered in the polite manner we’re used to back home. It’s 

Rowena’s round the world adventure 
At the end of July, The Clipper Round the World Yacht Race returned to Liverpool to much 

celebration. The News Team caught up with one amateur crew member, Chippy’s Rowena Verity, 
and asked about the amazing adventure

We also have offices in: Leamington Spa, Kenilworth, Stratford-Upon-Avon, Cheylesmore

(Coventry), Solihull, Newark, Grantham, Bingham and Keyworth.

CHIPPING NORTON
10 Middle Row, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 5NH

T: 01608 641983 E: chipping@carricktravel.com

Just You Holidays offer escorted group tours all over 
the world, and believe that solo travel doesn’t have to 
mean going it alone. 

From short breaks exploring the classic cities of 
Italy, to discovering the wonders of India, you’ll 
experience fascinating cultures, delicious local cuisine 
and fabulous sights in the company of like-minded 
travellers. 

Peace of mind is guaranteed with included flights, 
accommodation, breakfast and experienced Tour 
Managers on all tours, plus included and optional 
excursions.

JUST YOU?

Why not contact the team at Chipping Norton branch 
about your next Just You Holiday?
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CLUB NEWS

Horticulturalists’ seasonal trips 
Honestly the Chipping Norton Horticultural Association 

didn't really bring a horse and rider back to Chippy after our 

day out to Stowe house and landscape gardens in July! After 

touring the house, we spent the afternoon wandering around 

the gardens and very much appreciated the shade of the trees 

on a very hot day. At the end of June, we visited Packwood 

house and gardens – another glorious day for both weather 

and venue. This year’s season of Summer trips is over but we 

are planning a new venture – a day out in October – to 

Westonbirt Arboretum for the autumn colour. Places still 

available at the time of writing. More details on our website 

www.cnha.uk or from the secretary Eileen Forse 643275. 

Stimulating subjects at CNWI 
This summer’s speakers have addressed a variety of topics at 

Chipping Norton Women’s Institute. In June Helen Plumb gave 

a lively presentation about her interesting life as a 

gemmologist and demonstrated how she created the elegant 

jewellery designs for her business, Just Gems. On 11 July, Mary 

Gregory’s profile of Associated Country Women of the World 

described the charity’s evolution from small beginnings in the 

1920s to the worldwide organisation which today promotes 

better lives for women and rural communities. Muriel 

Pilkington entertained our August gathering with a fascinating 

history of the Mitford family particularly focussing on the 

famous sisters and their diverse lives. On 12 September we 

revert to afternoon meetings with a talk on scam alerts by 

Julie Brain of Trading Standards, and visitors are welcome to 

join us in the lower Town Hall at 2.15pm. 

Prudence Chard 642903 

Railway Club’s latest timetable 
At our meeting on 3 July we welcomed a new speaker, Alex 

Green to talk on The Regional Railways Story. On 7 August, 

Lawrence Waters visited us once again to talk about The 

GWR at Oxford. Lawrence is an acclaimed author, with a new 

title to be published on 30 November, available for pre-order 

from Amazon. He has made many visits to the Club and his 

knowledge of the early GWR in Oxford is extensive.  

On 4 September Bill Valley’s talk is entitled History of the 

British Transport Police. Finally, on 2 October Michael 

Clemens will be back with more his archive railway films.  

New members and visitors are always ensured a warm 

welcome so do come along if you like Railways. Make new 

friends and enjoy the banter with a cup of coffee or tea, and 

a biscuit or two!  

The autumn outing was to the privately owned Fawley 

Steam Museum on Sunday 2 September. Owned by the family 

of the late Sir William McAlpine, it is now run by the Fawley 

Steam Society. Previous visits were made in 1991 and 2009. 

Full report of this outing in next month’s News. 
Estelle Brain 641586 

Sleepless night for Explorer Scouts  
Nine Explorers joined nearly 5000 others at the national 

Gilwell 24 camp. Starting at 9am on the Saturday and 

continuing unabated for the next 24 hours, activities included 

scuba diving, trapeze, reverse bungee, fairground rides, silent 

disco, high ropes and climbing. Our leader Peach was involved 

in the 4 x 4 Land Rover course. Everyone lasted the whole 24 

hours except Jill our leader who had to have a nap! 

Cathy Elliott 

Chippy Ramblers enjoy the Windrush 
It was a very hot day in July 

but fortunately we did find 

some shady lanes along our 

walk. We started at Asthall, 

near Burford, passing some 

pretty cottages with 

hollyhocks and roses, then 

over the river Windrush and 

up a gentle slope to the top 

of the ridge above the river. 

Down past the little church 

of Widford – isolated in the 

middle of a field – past a 

family enjoying a BBQ, to Swinbrook where three goats were 

stretching on hind legs to nibble a hawthorn hedge. Then back 

to Asthall Manor where, by good luck, they were serving tea 

and cake! In August we were in a similar area, this time 

starting at Burford, walking along a different stretch of the 

Windrush and back along the ridge the other side of the river.  

We meet on the first Sunday of every month in the New 

Street car park at 2pm. Then we get into two or three cars 

and make for the start of the walk – a different one each 

month, quite leisurely and lasting about two hours.  New 

members are very welcome. Enquiries to Heather Leonard 

(643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or to me 643269 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com. And if you fancy more 

frequent walks, how about joining U3A (see p26) walk twice 

a month on a Thursday afternoon? We would love to see you! 

Jenny Harrington 

MS Society promoting research 
The MS Society comprises 270 volunteer run Groups, like our 

West Oxfordshire one, raising funds and supporting people 

affected by MS locally. We run therapy/exercise sessions, 

provide contact for like-minded people and disseminate 

information about MS. We would love to hear your stories 

about your MS, how well the Health and Social Care services 

deal with you, including GP practices, Hospitals, Social 

Services etc. The MS Society campaigns to influence the way 

people affected by MS are treated and obtain the right 

services and treatment. One of the current campaigns is to 

change PIP (Personal Independence Payments), especially with 

the 20m walking rule, it used to be 50m! 

The Society also promotes and funds research into the 

causes of MS, treatments to relieve its symptoms, and and 

eventually a cure. For  more information or to help in any way 

with any of these activities then please contact me or the MS 
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withstand the winter cold, a nourishing meal – we cannot 

solve the refugee problem but we can help make some 

refugees’ lives a little easier.  

To learn more about CRAG, or to make a donation, 

please visit www.charlbury.info/community/88/ 

Art Club at Glyme Hall 
The Art Club has been running at Glyme Hall, in Burford Road 

for the past few years. Classes are held fortnightly and last 

two hours, 10.30 to 12.30 costing £6 per lesson. After the 

summer break, classes return on Thursday 6 September. The 

atmosphere is very friendly and informal with help given if you 

want it. Do come along and see if you like us! For further 

information, please contact Janet Wilkinson 01608 730268. 

Local speakers at CN Probus 
Members recently 

enjoyed two very 

interesting local 

speakers at their regular 

monthly meetings at the 

Crown & Cushion. On a 

musical note in June, 

Paul Fischer, one of 

Britain’s foremost 

classical guitar makers 

talked about the 

Evolution of the Guitar, 

ably supported by David 

Nicks on, who played the guitar to demonstrate the various 

aspects of the instrument. It was a fascinating insight into the 

world of the guitar, from which Probus members were able to 

appreciate the skill involved in the hand production of this 

instrument. A really interesting talk. Illustrating the diverse 

range of speaker topics, in July members welcomed another 

local – former Mayor, Mike Tysoe, who talked on International 

Shipping and his life as a Shipbroker, giving a detailed insight 

into the world of shipping. Later in July, members travelled to 

Cheltenham to see Sherlock Holmes – The Final Curtain, a play 

based upon Conan Doyle’s original script. This social outing 

which enabled members to enjoy the fellowship that Probus 

provides. The speaker on 18 September will be Richard Long; 

his topic: Chadlington to Qandahār: Henry Rawlinson – 
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Society, www.mssociety.org.uk My contact details are: tel 

645988 / email: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk 

Peter Branson 

Amnesty protest against Trump 
Amnesty International works 

in many ways to preserve 

Human Rights everywhere 

and for everyone. We think 

Donald Trump’s policies abuse 

the Human Rights of many 

people, so when he came to 

Blenheim Palace in July, 

members of our group were 

there to show our 

disapproval. We were not 

alone. Over a thousand 

protesters, representing 

organisations and individuals, 

gathered at the main gates 

with banners and placards. Trump arrived by helicopter but 

the Prime Minister and the many politicians and business 

people who dined with him had to pass us as they entered the 

main gates of the Palace. These met with our loud disapproval 

of their attendance, and heard and read our protests as they 

entered. 

We think peaceful protest is a good way to express our 

opinions and we were pleased to learn that ITN and BBC 

News shared the demonstration with the rest of the UK, thus 

giving millions of people the opportunity to think about why 

we were there. 

We left the protest to go on to our monthly Amnesty 

meeting, where member Isobelle Jaques spoke to us about 

her 15 years of employment with Amnesty International. She 

described how Amnesty’s initial principles have been 

incorporated into its actions up to the present, thus 

confirming our determination to continue protesting about 

unequal rights. Next meeting: Meeting with our AIUK Group 

co-ordinator Farshid Talmari 7.30pm Thursday 13 September: 

Lower Town Hall. Call Val for details on 645036 

Kaye Freeman 

Refugee Children helped by CRAG 
This year is the 80th anniversary of the arrival of the first 

Kindertransport train. The Kindertransport (German for 

children's transport) was a rescue effort just before the 

outbreak of WWII. The UK took in nearly 10,000 mainly 

Jewish children from Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia and 

Poland with anguished parents left behind, fearing that they 

might never see them again.  

The sad fact is that family separations still happen in many 

parts of the world today with thousands of young refugees 

leaving their homes to make perilous journeys, often on their 

own, to a foreign country where they hope they will be safe. 

There may be up to 30,000 unaccompanied child refugees in 

camps or living rough across Europe often in dangerous and 

harsh conditions. These journeys put their lives in danger – 

countless numbers have drowned in the Mediterranean – and 

they risk being exploited and trapped into slavery. 

Charlbury Refugee Action Group (CRAG) raises money 

for refugee relief, usually in France or Greece. Our funds help 

people in small but important ways – warm clothing to 

July speaker, Mike Tysoe and the 
Club’s Martin Williams agree that 

talking is thirsty work!
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linguist, soldier, diplomat and hero. In October, Tim Healey will 

talk on Drovers’ Roads in Oxfordshire & Beyond, CN Probus 

Club welcomes visitors, so please contact membership 

secretary, David Hearnshaw (643374) or visit  

www.ChippingNortonProbus.com for more information. 

Martin Williams 

WOWI do pots, drums & a picnic 
West Oxfordshire WI is a friendly and welcoming group 

which meets every third Monday at 7.30pm in St Mary's 

Parish Rooms. At the June meeting we welcomed Neil Alcock, 

a potter, who brought along clay and a wheel and made us 

three pots while he was chatting and answering our questions. 

The pots have been glazed, fired and returned to us!  

July was an exciting meeting with World Beats Music when 

everyone had an African Drum and Belinda got sections doing 

different rhythms which came together for a rousing ending. 

August will be our annual picnic in a member's garden. We're 

hoping the glorious weather will hold until then. Apart from 

monthly meetings, lunches and theatre outings we have a 

walking group and a craft group, or you can join in with 

Pickleball at the Leisure Centre. Contact me for more details. 

Hilary Dix 646228 

Local History Society’s New Season 
The new season starts on Monday 10 September. Please note 

the new time of 2pm, usual place Methodist Hall. We are hoping 

the new time will suit more people. Our first talk will be given 

by John Grantham  with his Memories of Distons Lane. 

Pauline Watkins 

U3A contemplate the 7 Ages of Man 
In July we had a fascinating talk from Ted Watson about his 

experiences of music-making at the RSC. He brought and 

played over a dozen instruments – from the early shawm and 

crumhorn through to the more unusual, wooden Australian 

outback saxophone and the exotic waterphone used to 

create eerie owl screeches etc. Alan Wise then gave an 

interesting talk in August about his experiences as a 

professional psychologist.    

In September, we will hear about The Seven Ages of Man 

from two of our members, Christopher and Margaret Bond. 

This will include light-hearted readings ranging from the 

ancient Chinese through to recent times. Perhaps there will 

be something that you haven't heard or that may inspire you! 

Come along and try us out.  We are always open to new 

members, so if you want to know more about U3A, the 

meeting series, or our 'special interest groups', then come 

along to one of our meetings (2.30pm in Methodist Hall on 

the first Wednesday of the month), visit 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, or call 646578.  

Martin Davies 

CN Flower Club enjoy cream teas! 
June was a busy month: 

we had a lovely summer 

celebration at St Mary’s 

Church with a floral 

demonstration and 

cream teas, then came 

our summer outing to 

the Yellow Hat Tribe 

Gallery for a talk, tour 

of the Gallery with 

Irene Tyack and a walk 

around the ostrich farm ending up with tea and cake. July’s 

meeting was a summer demonstration which ended with 

several members taking home glorious arrangements.  

On 27 September we are looking forward to an autumn 

workshop with Elaine’s Flowers from Wyatts Farm Shop. We 

meet in the Town Hall at 7 for a 7.30 start. Visitors always 

welcome, more info from Ann on 01608 683289 or email 

Elaine at snips59@icloud.com 

Chippy Folk’s triple singaround 
‘It’s August, and everyone will be away.’ But they weren’t! We 

were pleasantly crowded, to the point where chairs had to be 

brought in from outside, as singers from Bristol, Malvern, 

Evesham and Bibury joined us for the evening. The result was 

a wonderfully varied programme which included many 

excellent original songs from Dave Oakley, Rachel Chai, Colin 

Pitts, Claire Johnson and Rachel Fox among others. There were 

also rousing renditions of traditional shanties, narrative and 

work songs, besides tunes by song writers from more recent 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
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us
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times, such as Ralph McTell and Jake Thackray. We completed a 

triple singaround continuing right up to closing time, by which 

time we’d heard and sung 36 songs. The Artyard Café, Enstone, 

is a great location and we continue to be very grateful for all 

the support we get from the management there. Next 

meeting: Monday, 10 September, 7.45 for 8pm. 

Ginnie Redston 

Green Gym have been busy! 

We have held 13 work sessions in the last eight weeks! That is 

because we often split the Wednesday session between two 

sites. We pay regular visits to the Health Centre to maintain the 

flower and soft-fruit beds; a new site for us was the Cemetery 

at Hook Norton where the bordering woodland needed 

tidying up and we went back to the Southill Solar Farm where 

we were joined by six energetic ‘recruits’ from the Phone Co-

op. We have also worked at the William Fowler Wood, St Mary’s 

churchyard, Pool Meadow, the Community Orchard, Highlands 

and the Common. But it is not all work: we enjoyed a lovely 

sunny picnic in the orchard (pictured). Do go up there at any 

time – and soon the pears and apples will be ready for you to 

pick. Just look for labels on the trees that are ripe. 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, of any age or ability – there are jobs 

for all! Lifts may be available and there is no joining fee. Come 

and enjoy working outdoors in good company. More 

information at our website: www.chippygreengym.org or 

from me via jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

ATC recruiting now! 
It’s been a busy few months for the Cadets, with some of 

them attending varies of camps throughout the UK and 

aboard. Four cadets took flight in a Voyager, whilst another in 

a C17 experienced an air-to-air refuelling sortie. Eight Cadets 

passed their basic and intermediate swimming proficiencies. In 

June we joined the RAF CCF cadets from Kingham Hill School 

to improve skills in Fieldcraft, Radios and First Aid and hope 

to enjoy future activities together. The annual Sam Taylor 25k 

walk from Breedon Hill to Broadway Tower raised nearly 

£800 for the unit. Finally, we held our Annual Formal 

Inspection, where our guests were given displays of our 

various activities and our Padre Christine Turner was 

presented with a South West Regional Commandant’s 

Certificate of Good Service. Congratulations also to Adult Sgt 

Joel Rillie, who has been promoted to Flight Sergeant. 

We're now recruiting, and our next intake starts 4 

September, with an open evening on 30 August. We take 

cadets aged 12 years old (and in year 8) and over and are also 

looking for new staff and civilian committee members, no 

prior experience needed. To find out more visit 

www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org 

Cath Newport 

Permaculture gardens with NOOG 
We were in Great Rollright in August, visiting the one-year-

old permaculture garden of one of our members. The 

principles obviously work – despite the lack of rain everything 

was flourishing. The elegant curves of the wood-lined raised 

beds and the tranquil pond made this a very harmonious and 

pleasing garden. On Wednesday 5 September, at 7pm, two 

other members will show us their vegetable and fruit plot 

located on Glyme Farm, where they too use permaculture 

techniques combined with green manures. On Wednesday 3 

October, we’re back in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, at 7.30pm to 

discuss ‘No-dig gardening and green anures’. Do join us – 

visitors are always welcome. For any enquiries about N Oxon 

Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean 

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

CNAAG mixes with the stars 
For stargazers who did not mind staying up incredibly late, the 

Chipping Norton night sky again proved of exceptional quality 

during July and August. Dark skies studded with thousands of 

distant sparkling stars were enjoyed on many occasions, the 

incredible heatwave giving us almost shirtsleeve conditions 

and dry ground underfoot, a rarity for battle scarred 

astronomers. Sadly we were clouded out for the lunar eclipse 

at the end of July but that was more than made up for when 

we were joined for an evening’s observing at the Rollright 

Stones by Oscar winning actor – and amateur astronomer – 

Sir Mark Rylance, Patron of the Rollright Stones. Our guest 

speaker in the Methodist rooms on Monday the 17 

September is Prof Patrick Irvin from Oxford University 7.30 

for an 8pm start, everyone welcome. With the autumn 

approaching we anticipate optimum times for stargazers with 

cooler air giving stable conditions and darker nights allowing 

more time under the stars. If you are looking for a new 

interest or are already gripped by the wonders of the 

Universe come along and see what CNAAG does – all is 

required is your interest and enthusiasm, the stars and 

Universe will do the rest. Details www.cnaag.com 

Robin Smitten 

UKIP Corner 
We all know UKIP has had a number of difficulties recently, 

we were within days of being forced out of business by the 

actions of an incompetent Leader, however Gerard Batten 

turned things around in short order and we are now solvent 

and free of debt. The Party has reorganised locally by 

amalgamating our Constituency Associations into a single 

Branch covering the whole of Oxfordshire, so we now have 
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‘When the planet Mars hovers above the Wilderness,                    
ancient Stones will glow in the etherial light ...’                              

(Old CNAAG saying; photo Mel Gigg)
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the cream of our activist members combining their skills and 

experience. I carried this work out in my role as County 

Organiser, and at the recent AGM I was voted in as Chairman. 

We are on General Election Alert, and I am proud to say that 

with 24 hours of the call to arms we were able to inform HQ 

that we had candidates for every Oxfordshire Constituency. I 

will write more of this next month. As always I am happy to 

stop for a chat and a coffee (on me) when in town, or please 

contact me via e mail UKIP.ChippingNorton@GMail.com. 

Jim Stanley 

Burford & Kingham Rotary 
In August we had a 

very enjoyable 

President’s At Home 

evening in gloriously 

warm weather. We 

also had a superb talk 

about the Yellow Hat 

Tribe art gallery in 

Church Westcote and look forward to Chris Walker telling us 

about the Tolsey Museum and Burford’s history in September. 

The trip in June to Taylors Bell Foundry in Loughborough 

(pictured) was so popular that another is planned for 19 

September – if you’d like to come please call Mike Clark on 

01451 830684 or email mike.2015.clark@gmail.com as soon 

as possible! 21 September sees a Charity Bridge Drive in aid 

of Riding for the Disabled in Broadwell 10.30am - 3.30pm. The 

£15 fee includes coffee, a superb 2-course lunch and tea or 

coffee. (£2 extra for a glass of wine!) and of course, Bridge 

with prizes to win. Bookings via Mike Clark (details above). 

Visitors to club meetings are welcome – details from Terry 

Best terry.a.best@btinternet. 

Chipping Norton Yacht Club at sea 
At our last gathering, before 

the summer break, we heard a 

talk given by professional 

speaker Cathy Shelbourne, on 

‘William Dampier, circum-

navigator extraordinaire’. He 

was a 17th century maritime 

adventurer whose writings 

inspired Daniel Defoe, James 

Cook, Charles Darwin, and Alfred Russel Wallace (a co-

theorist of Darwin). He is one of the most famous seafarers 

most of us have never heard of ... 

Our first talk of the new season is in September when we 

will hear from courageous local Rowena Verity, now back 

from her year of adventures aboard Garmin (pictured above)  

in the Clipper Around the World race. (See Feature p 23)Then 

in October we’ll be hearing Fraser Gunn of the RNLI, and in 

November address health at sea – with Gwen Baxter-Smith 

of the Harley Street Ear Clinic, talking on sea-sickness, and 

James Byrne asking if there is a doctor on board…. 

If a member visit cnyc.co.uk for details of talks, and to 

book. If not a member, why not join us? No need to have a 

boat, or to have any experience on the water. We meet once 

a month for a convivial dinner and a talk, more-or-less nautical 

in flavour. Prospective members are most welcome to come 

along to test the water. Contact membership@cnyc.co.uk. 

Roger Backhaus 
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Chipping Norton School 
Art and Design & Technology Exhibition: We welcomed 

many visitors to a fabulous exhibition by our GCSE and A 

Level Art and Design & Technology students. It was a 

wonderful event where students’ hard work and talent could 

be appreciated and celebrated. We are very proud of all the 

students and as always we are astounded by the wonderful 

talent we have at Chipping Norton School.  

Year 10 Work Experience: 
Most of our Year 10 students 

found places in Oxfordshire 

businesses with a lot going to 

small local businesses who are 

fantastic and support the 

School year on year with this 

great opportunity for students. 

Some generous employers 

took more than one student. 

Renault F1 team in Enstone 

were very supportive and took 

five students, rotating them around different departments. 

This year we had students placed as far as field as 

Christchurch, London, Berkshire, Surrey and Germany.  

We would like to thank all those employers who kindly 

took students for us. It gives our students an invaluable insight 

into the world of work and we really appreciate their help. 

Best Sports Day Ever: This year’s Sports Day was held in 

hot and humid conditions not normally associated with the 

summer’s showpiece sporting event. In a break with tradition 

all track and field events were held on the same day which 

made for an exciting buzz at the School during morning 

registration. Going into the final event, the 4 x 100m relays, 

the scores were close and the trophy was still all to play for. 

Final scores were frantically calculated and after all races were 

completed only 40 points separated 4th to 1st place. 

Congratulations to the winning house of Stour. Well done to 

all those students who represented their House this year. 

CNPS News: Our Year 7 students organised an Athletics 

festival for Year 4, 5, and 6 children. Congratulations to 

Kingham and Enstone who were overall winners of the Big 

School and Small School competitions. The primary Cricket 

teams took part in the annual Cricket tournament. The event 

was led by Year 10 sports leaders. The winners were Kingham 

(Big Schools) and Chadlington (Small Schools). 

We were very pleased to welcome the Year 5 Primary 

School Bake Off winners to take part in the inter-school Bake 

Off. Mr Duffy, Mr Crudge, Mrs Brown and our Year 7 helpers 

found the judging very difficult, but finally made their decisions 

based on design, taste, size, colour and consistency.  

Big School Winner: Middle Barton  

Small school Winner: Chadlington 

We are very grateful to Mr Long, Mrs Lee and Miss Tucker 

from the English department for running a fantastic weekly 

Creative Writing Club for Year 5 students and to Mr Thrower, 

Miss Wearden, Mrs Avery and Year 12 Maths Leaders who 

organised an exciting Maths workshop for 28 Year 4 and 5 

pupils last term. 

Sad Goodbyes: The end of the school year is always a mix 

of excitement and sadness as we say goodbye to staff who are 

retiring or moving on to pastures new. This year we said 

goodbye to head teacher, Simon Duffy who is leaving CNS 

after nearly 13 years of excellent service – we wish him well 

in his new endeavours. We look forward to welcoming Barry 

Doherty in the new academic year as his successor. 

This term we said goodbye to our Year 11 and Year 13 

students in style. The Year 11 Prom at Aynho Great Barn was 

a particularly spectacular affair with students arriving in 

vintage cars, tractors and even on quad bikes. We wish all our 

leavers Good Luck for their futures. 
(See also Prom photos & report on p19) 
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Holy Trinity Primary  
We said a fond farewell to Jo Mooney, after 10 years working 

as a Teaching Assistant in our school. We wish her every 

happiness in her new venture. We also said goodbye to our 

Year 6 children in their Leavers’ Mass, wishing them every 

success for the future.  

Year 6 End of Year Performance Our Year 6 performed 

School Daze with so much joy and enthusiasm for their end of 

year performance. It was a delight for all their parents and the 

rest of the School to watch. Thank you so much to Emily 

Jones for the choreography and to Marsha Rickard for helping 

us so much over the last term. Zara reports: Year 6 put on a 

play called School Daze, I was the lead role: Grandma – it was 

phenomenal being on stage. I felt like I was flying, especially 

when the applause came; it was amazing. If I could I would do 

it all over again. If you like drama, push yourself to audition for 

a play. If you don’t get the part think about what you could 

have done better because being on that stage getting a 

massive round of applause is something you will never forget. 

Year 6 Entrepreneur Project Niamh reports: Year 6 

worked on their Entrepreneur Project to run small 

companies, selling goods in order to raise money for charity. 

We had to research a product and choose a name for our 

business. Next we made a presentation to show at our mini 

Dragon’s Den to get funding for our company.  We then made 

and sold our products to the whole school and in the 

community. There was a variety of items including: cookies, 

slime, popcorn, fudge, fruit slushies, leavers’ hoodies, pop-

cakes and a tombola. We all raised an amazing amount of 

money; around £900. It was really lots of fun and inspiring. The 

money we raised will be going to the Oxford Children’s 

Hospital and IMPS. 

Boys Cricket Tom (Year 5) reports: Mrs Woolley took eight of 

the Year 5 boys to Stonesfield Cricket Club. We won all of our 

group games 

and then went 

on to the 

quarter finals 

where we 

played three 

group games. 

We came 

second by 5 

runs! We were 

then through 

to the semi-

finals. We 

played so well 

but sadly we 

did not win 

our group to go through to the finals, but we were still very 

proud of what we had achieved. Thank you Mrs Woolley for 

helping us come 4th in the Oxfordshire schools.’  

School Games 
We are very proud 

to have met the 

criteria to be 

awarded Gold in 

the School Games 

Award. Well done 

to all the children 

who participated in 

the vast array of 

sporting events 

held throughout 

this academic year.  

Sports day Katie (Year 6) reports: We were split into our 

house teams, Oxford, Warwick, Gloucester, and Buckingham. 

There were many activities including: javelin, shot, long jump 

and an obstacle course that we all took part in. After a picnic 

on the field with our families everyone got ready for the 

races. The winners won points towards the house trophy 

which was won this year by… Buckingham. The Year 6 house 

captains, Zara and Alexander got to hold up the trophy. 

Year One Assembly Year One presented their class 

assembly to the whole school and their parents. The children 

described some of what they have learned and shared some 

facts they had learned about the planets in the Space topic 

and sang a song called Jambo Bwana (in Swahili) from their 

Africa topic. They also shared their own family trees, which 

they made with photos of their immediate family in History 

and sang A Million Dreams from The Greatest Showman for 

fun. The children were superb and led the whole assembly 

themselves.  
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St Mary’s Primary  
Note from Headteacher I would like to say a big thank 

you to Year 6, 

our class of 

2018, who 

g r a d u a t e d  

from Primary 

School on 20 

July. The 

children have 

made us very 

proud and 

finished the 

year on a 

high with a 

polished performance of Robin and his Sherwood Hoodies at 

Chipping Norton Theatre and with an emotional leavers’ 

assembly at St Mary’s Church. The parents of these children 

should be deservedly proud of all that they have achieved 

during their time at St Mary’s and we look forward to hearing 

of their future adventures and achievements. Good luck Year 

6, we will miss you! 

Key Stage One This year’s Key Stage One school trip to the 

Wildlife Park went ahead during the blistering heat wave, 

making a very authentic backdrop for most animals except for 

the Penguins who were sheltering in the shade. Here are the 
observations of some of our pupils: 
We saw lots of different animals. We saw a massive tortoise 

hiding from the heat inside its shell and the other one was 

moving really slowly. I liked the Zebras because they were 

very stripy and the Camels because they can spend two 

weeks without any water, amazing! I felt thirsty watching 

them. My favourite animal was a bird, the Flamingos are bright 

pink, that’s what makes them so beautiful. Giraffes have long, 

purple tongues and they live in a tall cage that smelt of stinky 

cheese. Finally, we visited the Penguins, they had just been fed; 

only two were left out in the water pool swimming up and 

down. I felt like jumping into the pool, it was so hot. After 

lunch we could play in the Adventure Playground until it was 

time to leave. My partner fell asleep and everyone was quiet 

on the coach back to school, but it was the best day ever! 

Foundation 
In June, all of 

the EYFS went 

to All Things 

Wild in 

Honeybourne. 

We had a 

fantastic time 

and were 

sorry when it 

was time to 

return to 

school. 'I want 

to learn here every day' (Roman aged 5). Highlights included 

feeding the goats and chickens and a trailer ride around a field 

full of enormous dinosaurs. We always have interesting visits 

and Mrs Hicks impressed us all as she rescued a kid goat, 

which had been trapped under a fence. Thank you to all of the 

adults who helped to make this trip so enjoyable and a lovely 

memory for Acorn Class. 

At the end of term, the Friends of St Mary’s organised a 

visit from a magician called Magic Pete. He entertained us for 

an hour and some of us helped with his act. Thank you 

Friends. We loved it! 

Happy memories from year 6 Singing Club As is 

tradition the Year 6 members of the singing club are taken out 

to lunch as a treat for all the hard work and enthusi-asm they 

have put into being members of the Singing Club over the 

years. We discussed our highlights of this year, here are a few! 

Radio interviews; Radio Oxford Christmas carol recording; 

going on tour with the coach round care homes; singing on 

the stage at the Christmas evening in Chippy in the snow; 

singing at the Christmas Tree Festival and learning new songs 

and eating biscuits!!!! It has been a busy year and we already 

have a date in the diary for September as we have been asked 

to sing at the Chipping Norton Gala evening at the Town Hall 

on 29 September. 
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Middle Barton Primary  
The end of the summer 

term is always very busy 

and the children enjoyed 

so many activities, such as 

Date for Dads, where male 

relatives and other men 

from the local community 

came in to share their skills 

and expertise with the 

children.  

At the end of term we 

were awarded the 

Enhanced Values Based 

Education Quality Mark, 

which is a great national 

achievement. It recognises 

how our Values are embedded throughout our school.  

As the school year came to a close we have seen lots of 

endings but also some new beginnings. We said goodbye to our 

Year 6s who were all excited to be starting their new adventure 

of secondary school. We also said a sad farewell to our 

headteacher Mrs Jane Tailby and to Miss Emma Trafford, who 

have both been part of the Middle Barton team for the last five 

years and have contributed in so many ways to our school.  

Our two transition mornings were a great success when 

all the children, including the new Foundation Stage children, 

had fun spending time with their new teachers. We are getting 

ready to welcome Ms Charlie Barwell, who is taking over the 

headship from Mrs Tailby in September. We are sure there will 

be lots of exciting adventures ahead for Middle Barton 

School!  

Bledington Primary  
In July, the whole of the School were lucky to attend the Royal 

International Air Tattoo at RAF Fairford. This was an amazing 

experience and the children were able to look inside different 

planes, try out activities in the Tech Zone, learn about new 

technology and inventions by completing an Innovation trail 

and, of course, they got to watch some wonderful flying 

displays. 

These are a few of the letters sent to thank the organisers: 
Sophie: Thank you for showing such a great display of aircraft 

at the Tattoo. My favourite display was the Red Arrows 

because of the beautiful smoke that made patterns and the 

number 100 in the sky. My favourite activity was going on a 

simulator.  

Oscar: Thank you for our brilliant day out. It was a good trip 

to end the school year. You were amazing hosts. Happy 100th 

anniversary of the RAF and thank you again.  

Freya: Thank you for a fantastic day out. The Red Arrows were 

amazing with the smoke and everything it was the best! How 

did that massive Canadian plane get up in the sky? I really 

enjoyed collecting all the stamps on the learning trail.  

Great Rollright Primary  
We’re starting 

the new school 

year with a 

new kitchen! 

For the first 

time, dinners 

can be 

prepared in 

school, rather 

than being 

delivered. It’s 

the latest 

improvement 

we’ve made to 

keep up with 

our growing numbers, which have almost doubled in 10 years. 

Now with about 100 children, we feel we’re a good size to 

offer rich opportunities to all whilst preserving our small, 

nurturing atmosphere.  

Our new reception class is settling in happily, thanks in 

part to our popular Teddy Bears’ Picnic event in July. The new 

children, with teddies, spent the afternoon getting to know 

the learning areas, staff, and each other – so they could begin 

school this month with confidence.  

It seems just yesterday that last year’s Year 6s (pictured) 

were starting reception themselves – but now they have all 

moved on to high school! We celebrated this big step in July 

at our Leavers’ Service, held in St Andrew’s Church next door. 

Each child said a personal goodbye to the School and received 

tributes from classmates.  

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see 

all that we offer — including a free bus to Chipping Norton. 

Please make an appointment by calling 01608 737202. 

Chadlington Primary  
The Lion King All the pupils were involved in a production 

of The Lion King in a covered grandstand and stage in the 

school playground. It was absolutely spectacular, from the 

stunning masks and costumes to the wonderful singing and 

acting performances on display, the live band and the 

incredible enthusiasm of the children, supported by the 

tireless staff. The children contributed to every aspect of the 

performance as part of the term’s topic We are Costume 

Designers, producing masks made out of ModRoc and clay as 

well as their own block-print design and tie-dyed t-shirt, 

which formed the top half of their costumes. Many talented 

staff and governors worked to support the production, from 

singing to props to maskmaking. 

Year 6 Leavers We said goodbye to our Year 6 pupils and 

wished them well for the future. We are so proud of their 

achievements across the curriculum culminating in a 

wonderful PGL trip in June. They achieved well above the 

National average in the Key Stage 2 SATS. We were also 

thrilled with our Key Stage 1 SATS results. Very well done to 

all of them. In the words of the school motto ‘Let your light 

shine’ next year. 
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Acorns Primary  
Gallery Rebels As a fabulous finish to their Gallery Rebels 

topic, Class 3 

children went to 

Compton Verney. 

After creating their 

own pieces on the 

trip and back in 

school, the children 

set up their own 

gallery for family and 

friends to visit and 

buy their work, which included inspiration from Monet, 

Jackson Pollock, Salvador Dali, Franz Marc and Damien Hirst. 

Acorns at the Butterfly Farm Class 1 children rounded 

off their Wriggle and Crawl topic with a trip to Stratford 

Butterfly Farm. It was an extremely hot morning, but fuelled 

with plenty of liquids, they tiptoed through the fluttering 

butterflies, past the caterpillars and chrysalises and ended up 

in a room full of ants. On the way, children spotted an iguana, 

some fish, a Giant African Land Snail and lots of other creepy 

crawlies! Following the visit, the class received an email from 

Dr Fran, a scientist who works at Cornerstones 

Headquarters, asking the children to make some educational 

films to help others learn about life cycles. Class 1 set to work 

and during the last week of term, the class used iMovie to 

create an educational film about the life cycle of honey bees, 

butterflies and ladybugs. 

Kingham Primary  
As I write this from my garden on a lovely summer’s day I am 

thinking ahead to the start of the new school year in 

September. Kingham Primary School are excited to announce 

we shall be opening our nursery class in the new academic 

year. In June of this year we lowered the school age to 3 after 

consultation with the local authority, parents of school and 

staff, trustees and parents of Kingfisher Pre-school. The pre-

school had been operating on the school site for a number of 

years with much success, but often struggled to maintain a 

committee of trustees to ensure continuation of provision. To 

ensure Kingham can provide consistent and high-quality pre-

school provision we have merged with the pre-school to 

provide a nursery. The current Kingfisher staff now work for 

school in the nursery alongside a qualified teacher.  

The classroom has been revamped and new furniture 

purchased, we shall be including Forest School each Friday 

starting in September, plus we shall in the near future be 

looking at improving our large outdoor space to include 

better resources suitable for all year-round provision. 

We currently have spaces available most sessions, if you 

are interested please contact the school office: 

office.2106@kingham.oxon.sch.uk  

Sibford School  
Tom receives top marks for countryside management: 
As this edition of the News went to press, most Year 11 and 

Year 13 students were anxiously awaiting the results of their 

summer exams. However, Sibford School Sixth Former, Tom 

Mahon, was able to 

start his celebrations 

early after being 

awarded a 

Distinction* in his 

BTEC Countryside 

Management Dip-

loma … the 

equivalent of an A* at 

A Level. Tom will 

now go on to study 

at Harper Adams 

University near 

Newport, in 

Shropshire. Tom said. 

‘I was really 

surprised to receive 

a Distinction*. I thoroughly enjoyed the course but it was 

hard work, so to get this result was brilliant. I am now looking 

forward to going to university.’ Sibford School Countryside 

Management teacher, Hannah Coppin, added, ‘Tom chose to 

come to Sibford for Sixth Form because we offer BTEC 

qualifications. I am delighted that he is now going on to study 

Countryside and Environmental Management at Harper 

Adams in September and wish him all the best for the future.”  

Kingham Hill School 
KHS celebrates pupils’ achievements at Speech Day 

The School celebrated 

the end of the school 

year with its annual 

Speech Day on 30 June. 

As per School tradition 

Speech Day was used 

to formally mark the 

last day of school, and 

congratulate pupils on 

their successes and 

academic achievements 

from across the year. The day began with musical 

performances from talented pupils in the marquee and 

followed with a lovely chapel service where the whole school 

and community gathered together to give thanks for a 

successful year. Following a picnic lunch guests gathered for 

the prize-giving ceremony, which saw pupils receive their 

trophies and literary gifts. Headmaster Nick Seward also gave 

his address, reminiscing about some of the highlights and 

achievements of the past school year. Our guest speaker, Revd 

Andrew Wingfield Digby, former director of Christians in 

Sport and London 2012 Olympic Chaplain, inspired pupils and 

guests alike with his memories of supporting big sporting 

stars during his time working with the England Cricket 

team.The day was completed with the annual pupil vs Hillians 

cricket match supported by many guests who enjoyed a 

wonderful English afternoon. Congratulations to the pupil 

team who won highly contested match. 

Tom and Hannah beside an interpretive 
weatherproof information board created 

by Tom in Sibford School’s wildflower 
meadow
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Postponed Mayor’s charity event 
It is with regret that, due to the poor response from potential 

exhibitors, and a clash with other town events, the planned 

Mayoral event on 14 September will  now not be taking place.  

We hope to run an alternative event in October so please 

watch this space. Many thanks. 

Peta Simmons – Mayoress, Chipping Norton 

Vandalism at recreation ground 
Over the last few years we have had many incidents where 

railings have been removed 

between the Recreation 

Ground and the land leading 

to Elmsfield. Apart from the 

high cost of repair and 

replacement, this has led to 

cows getting into the playing 

area, and difficulty getting 

them back through the 

fence, not to mention the 

danger. The most recent 

incident led us to trying a different approach. Our contractor 

suggested fixing additional fencing wire to the fence to 

overcome the problem. I took some photographs to show the 

Stintholders’ Committee what had been done. Within hours I 

caught three youths stamping down the wire to get through 

the fence. We have again replaced several metal uprights.  I 

would ask the public to impress on children the need to 

respect this excellent facility. Vandalism equals expense to the 

taxpayer! 

John Grantham – Chairman of the Trustees of the Regulated Pasture 

Worcester Rd – cars block pavements 
I have to agree with the sentiments expressed by Pavement 

User in the last edition. We are advised to leave our cars at 

home as it is beneficial to both our health and the 

environment. Unfortunately the pavements on Worcester 

Road from Bliss Mill in the direction of Moreton seem to be 

car parking spaces. Often both sides are blocked by cars and 

vans leaving no alternative but to walk on the road; at night 

this becomes even more dangerous. Parents with one child 

walking and another in a buggy have to walk to school in this 

precarious manner. People in mobility scooters already have 

their freedom limited and selfish uncaring people are making 

their world even smaller. Complaining to the police has had 

zero effect. Pavements are for people not cars. 

Disgruntled Pedestrian 

I refer to the letter 

in July/August 

edition to offer 

support. It is getting 

increasingly difficult 

to walk on 

pavements on 

either side of 

Worcester Road 

because of inconsiderate blocking of the pavements by 

motorists. The road is very busy and cars at times travel in 

excess of 60mph. So walking on the road is extremely 

dangerous. I have contacted police umpteen times but to no 

avail. The police system does not accept attachments like the 

one I have sent with this letter. I suggested they could provide 

me with an alternative email but with no joy. Once a 

community WPC replied stating that whenever she has visited 

the area the cars have been parked sensibly not causing any 

obstruction. I asked her to call me before she arrived on the 

scene but I did not hear from her. There are no yellow lines 

and it would be good if the motorists parked the cars on the 

road. This process would slow down the traffic and so one 

could cut down on high speeds and free the pavements for 

pedestrians. In any case, obstruction of pavements is illegal. 

Another Pavement User 

(names and addresses supplied for both letters) 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those 
of the Team.

T 01608 645 608 E physio@chippingnortonphysio.com

www.chippingnortonphysio.com

Physiotherapy clinic & pilates studio
A helping hand to get you back to health

Physiotherapy | Sports Massage | Pilates Classes
Visit the website for more information 

or call to speak to a member of the team

Why you should buy your
carpet from a Carpet
Foundation retail member

You will get these benefits:
•  Impartial Professional Advice
•  Written Terms of Business
•  Written Quotations
•  Deposit Safeguards
•  Free Extended Guarantees
•  A Free Installation Guarantee
•  After Sales Procedures

New Road, Moreton-in-Marsh (near Station)
Tel: 01608 651991

Unit 19, Worcester Road Ind Est, Chipping Norton
Tel: 01608 645172

FREE FITTING
by our own fully employed and insured fitters.

FREE ESTIMATES
Visit either shop or we can come to you with samples.

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 10am to 4pm

Email: enquiries@cotswoldcarpets.co.uk
www.cotswoldcarpets.co.uk 
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S3 buses escaped to Devon? 
We have just 

returned from a 

holiday in North 

Devon and 

caught a service 

bus from 

Ilfracombe to 

Barnstaple. Can 

you imagine the 

surprise we got 

looking at the 

picture up the 

stairs to the top deck?  The driver didn't know where it was 

and he said other drivers had asked as well. 

H Brown 
(We think the old S3 Stagecoach buses had the Bliss Mill pictures 
– maybe they’ve been pensioned off to Devon? Ed) 

Diamond Anniversary thanks 
Cyril and Brenda Smart would like to thank everyone who 

sent them cards and presents for their Diamond 

Anniversary in July, for which they were very grateful and 

hoped that everyone that came to their party had a 

wonderful evening catching up with long lost relatives and 

the numerous friends that came to make the evening an 

occasion to treasure for many years to come, all in the 

presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth  albeit in the form 

of a card beautifully presented in a lovely frame. 

Angie and Carl 

Museum – surprising and fascinating 
I was prompted to write about Chipping Norton Museum 

after spending an afternoon volunteering. I always find it so 

interesting looking through the old photo albums, exhibitions, 

catalogues  and local books, which are so readily available. 

There is a sales table with many local books etc for sale. Do 

you feature in any of the photos? The Museum is run by 

volunteers and has recently been redecorated. Volunteers 

always needed. I never know who will come through the door, 

with many visitors who have a local connection and wish to find 

out more about their families and ask about old friends. When 

did you last visit the Museum? I think you will be surprised and 

fascinated at the vast content of this wonderful local asset. At 

£1.50 per adult entry fee, it’s well worth a visit. The Museum is 

open March to October 2-4pm, Monday-Saturday.  

Kate Bartholomew 
50 years of German exchange 
In September we (Chipping Norton School) will be 

celebrating the 50th anniversary of our German exchange 

with the Theodor Heuss Gymnasium in Nördlingen. As part of 

our celebrations we would like to put together a display of 

photos and memories of the exchange over the last 50 years. 

If you took part in the exchange, we would be very grateful 

for as many photos of past exchanges as possible together 

with any memories or anecdotes you would like to share. 

Please email these (scans or photos of printed pictures are 

fine) to crichmond@chipping-norton.oxon.sch.uk by Friday 

14 September. Thank you. 

Catherine Richmond – Chipping Norton School 
 

The 2011 cohort visiting Nördlingen
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Kingham Primary School children 

had a memorable day at the end of 

their summer term on 25 July when 

they were delighted to part with 

their school shoes as gift to a charity 

who send them to Children in 

Africa. They were supporting the Toe 

to Toe initiative by donating 237 

pairs of shoes to the charity Sals 

Shoes. The donated shoes have now 

been sorted and packed into boxes 

ready to be shipped to a child in 

Africa. On the last day of term, 

before the children ran for the 

doors to enjoy their long summer 

holiday, the School asked if they 

might  change another child's life on 

the way out. If they were willing, they 

could take their school shoes off 

and place them on 

 Kingham’s shoes off to Africa

LOCAL NEWS

their 

desk along with 

£1 and leave school barefoot. 

Most of the shoes were unlikely 

to be used again by the 

Kingham children because feet 

grow over the summer or 

scuffed shoes would be 

replaced in time for the new 

school year. Camilla Notman 

from the School told the News, 
‘It was wonderful to see the 

whole school leaving barefoot, 

and a powerful message that 

we wanted to help those fellow 

school children who have no 

choice but to leave school 

barefoot every day’. 

For more information 
about Sals Shoes visit 

www.salsshoes.com  In the 
last four years, they have 
found new feet for over 

half a million pairs of pre-
loved children's shoes in 

35 countries.

Kingham School pupils waved goodbye to 237 pairs of 
school shoes as part of the Toe to Toe initiative to send 

shoes to children in Africa who might otherwise go 
barefoot

September (News out Tuesday 28 August)

1st Great Rollright Market 9.30am-12.30pm - see p6 

LHNT Charity Dinner & Auction with special 

guest comedian, Jon Culshaw at Sandford St Martin 

Cricket Club - see p12 

2nd LHNT Sporting Brunch with Mike Gatting followed by 

Lord's Taverners Cricket Match at Sandford St Martin - 

details p12 
Wychwood Forest Fair see p6 

Rambling Club 2pm - meet New St Car Park see p24 

4th Railway Club  7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p24 

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p26 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners - see p27 

9th Celebrity Cricket Match Tews vs Soho Fmhouse see p8 

Salford Country Car Boot Sale - details p10 

10th Local History Society  - note new time of 2pm - see p26 

CN Folk Club 8pm in Enstone - see p27 

12th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Lawrence 

Home Nursing Team  

CNWI 2.15pm Lower Town Hall - see p24 

13th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p25 

13-15 Mop Fair - see p6 

14th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35 

14th RBL Swinging 40s Night at the Crown & Cushion see p7 

Darkest Hour in Churchill -  see p14 

17th West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p26 

Amateur Astronomy Group  7.30 Methodist Hall see p27 

18th CN Probus Club  - see p25 

20th Green Drinks with Transition CN 8pm Blue Boar 

21st Gt Rollright Bingo - details p8 

22nd Stonesfield Septembeerfest  see p11 

23rd Churchill Fun Car Treasure Hunt  - see p14 

24th Rowena Verity at CN Yacht Club - see ps 23 & 28 

25th NHS Public Forum (NOLF) to discuss local health & 

social care 7-9pm Town Hall - see p6 

27th CN Flower Club 7.30 Lower Town Hall see p26 

29th Chippy WellFest - details p8 

Society of Recorder Players 2.30-5pm in Sandford 

St Martin Parish Hall. Call 683550 for details 

Chadlington Apple Day - see p12 

October(News out Monday 1 October)

2nd Railway Club  7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p24 

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p26 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners - see p27 

6th Barn Dance Friends of St Mary’s Church - see p8 

7th Rambling Club 2pm - meet New St Car Park see p24 




