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Keep us healthy!
1200 more homes, 30% more patients, but no 

plans for more health facilities
WODC’s February consultation about 
Chippy’s town expansion discussed new 
homes, employment, schools, shops and 
roads, but not much about health 
facilities. Now our stretched health staff 
and patients want more clarity.  
The Government’s new NHS Plan aims for 
healthcare ‘closer to home’ – and Oxfordshire’s  
NHS suggests a larger Chippy needs a medical 
hub for the local area. Our NHS bosses asked 
WODC to be explicit in their Local Plan about 
space for Chippy to ‘expand the existing Health 
Centre campus site’, but this was not done. 
Expanded facilities could include: 

- more physiotherapy, mental health nursing, 
podiatry, optometry, ultrasound scanning 
and other new services 

- a busier maternity unit and more diagnostics, 
X-ray, and outpatient clinics 

- as in other Oxfordshire towns, upgrading 
our first aid unit to give better urgent and 
out of hours care, including overnight 
medical beds 

- joining up with local social care and public 
health actions (even an HGV ban!) 

All this to keep us healthy, at home, and 
avoiding expensive and difficult hospital trips. 

But a proper plan now needs: allocated 
land for expanding the health campus; 
and our local authorities and the NHS to 
work together and allocate infra-
structure funding from the new housing. 
More on page 2.  

Chippy’s 8th Literary Festival 
25-29 April sees the the Town 
buzzing with all things bookish 
plus CAKE at the ACE Centre 
to top up the energy levels! 
There’ll be lots to hear and do 
all round town.  
See colour centre spread for more.

ChipLitFest & CAKE!

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools                
and Letters 

In this Issue 
• Public Town Meeting set for 25 April 

• Are HGVs through town still killing us? 

• Yes to 80 new Extra Care homes 

• Waitrose arrives at Shell Garage 

• Easter activities and Church Services 

• ... & with 1 April coming, read your News 
very carefully!! 

Jenny Aston at Silver Apples Photography
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Patients up 30% – many elderly 
Chippy’s Health Centre currently has 15,600 patients 

registered, a population already significantly more elderly than 

the county or national average. It includes seven care homes 

(the most covered by any single Oxfordshire GP practice), 

which require a weekly GP visit. We now also have the new 

McCarthy & Stone care home built and 

80 extra care homes coming. The 

Practice estimates that its practice 

population will increase to between 

18,000 and 20,000, assuming the 1200 

new homes in East Chipping Norton 

and other housing planned for the 

surrounding villages – an increase of up 

to 30%. Much of this housing will be for 

more elderly patients, who tend to 

have greater medical needs. 80 year 

olds average 21.8 consultations a year 

– up to ten times more than the 2.5 per year for 16-45 year 

olds.  

More services and bigger facilities 
To meet the current high care needs of its existing elderly 

population, the Centre has already developed many additional 

NHS services on site including physiotherapy, specialist 

mental health nurses, podiatry, and optometry with the aim of 

creating a Medical Hub befitting a growing town like Chipping 

Norton, and avoiding tortuous journeys to hospitals in 

Oxford. The Practice would like to do more but the building 

is already full. Our GPs are deeply concerned about the 

impact of both additional housing and an existing population 

also getting older. Nationally the GP Forward Plan wants to 

see more medical care provided locally to reduce numbers 

having to go to hospital, with the associated pressures on 

adult social care and its limited public funding.  

Option to extend on nearby land 
The obvious way to achieve the necessary 30% increase in 

building size (and more car parking) is to extend the existing 

building to the east, towards The Pillars housing development, 

on land publically owned by Oxfordshire County Council. This 

stance was supported by the NHS (Oxfordshire Clinical 

Commissioning Group), who, in their objection to WODC’s 

Draft Local Plan, stated that ‘the need to support health care 

infrastructure for a growing population should be made 

explicit within the Supplementary Planning Document,’ and 

that ‘OCCG expects that future primary medical care needs 

for Chipping Norton and surrounds should be provided from 

the single health campus site,’ and that ‘expansion of buildings 

may require re-location of some existing car parking plus 

additional parking,’ If that adjacent site is sold for housing it 

could be an opportunity lost for ever. 

Public support needed 
Despite evidence from the Practice and 

OCCG, the Inspector examining the 

West Oxfordshire Local Plan specifically 

concluded that there was no justification 

for designating land for additional 

medical facilities within the East Chipping 

Norton Strategic Development Area. 

Rather, he delivered a report that loosely 

referred to the issue of ‘health provision 

and capacity being taken into account’ in the Master Plan for the 

development. Hence the Health Centre’s disappointment about 

the lack of clarity in the Local Plan on how necessary expansion 

can be achieved. They have asked patients to support them to 

highlight this lack of clarity. At the time of writing well over 200 

patients had signed up, with more signing every day. It is hoped 

that all the local authorities will recognise the importance of a 

high quality medical hub serving the people of Chipping Norton 

and the surrounding villages and who live so far away from 

urban Oxford and Witney. 

   New Housing and Chippy’s Health Facilities 
With a large town expansion now definite, Chipping Norton Health Centre will need 

bigger facilities. Our GPs need much more clarity, from both the NHS and WODC on how 
they can achieve this. They are asking the public for support and explained it all to the News

Antibiotics’ Overuse? 
The Health Centre’s Patient Participation 

Group ran a Town Hall public Living Better 

session in March on ‘The Overuse of Antibiotics’ – 

introduced by local GP Isabel Welch. Sue Leeming from 

WOWI was there (WOWI were also helping with teas) 

and stayed to listen. She was impressed. 

‘We listened to the presentation by Professor Carl 
Henegan of Oxford University. What an enlightening, 
informative and entertaining, yes entertaining, 
presentation that was delivered. I was ignorant of the 
work being done to develop the next generation of 
antibiotics and the current thinking of prescribing and 
use of this, at times, life-saving treatment. The attitude 
of some patients towards the medical profession when 
antibiotics were not prescribed was also enlightening, 
and disturbing too. What an opportunity missed if you 
were not one of the 30 or so people in the Town Hall. 
Education is essential so we can value and appreciate 
what is going on, and which so impacts on the lives and 
health of us all. Many thanks to the PPG for organising 
the session and to Dr Welch, and the work being done by 
Professor Henegan and his team’ 
Watch out for more PPG events: they could save your life!

The Festival website is now up and running.  Visit 
www.chippingnortontownfestival.co.uk for full 

details of performers, stallholders & much more. 
For any other enquiries, please email 

cntownfestival@gmail.com 

TOWN FESTIVAL
Sunday 30 June 
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and that there would be ‘lots of new fabulous brands’. 

Elsewhere Beales (with around 20 stores) has acquired two 

new stores in East Anglia and recently announced they would 

be running some ‘British Home Stores’ concessions in some 

stores. Meanwhile, the sale in Chipping Norton seems to have 

offered lots of good bargains.  

Heading for a shave 
Three local ladies working at Bartholomews’ hairdressers are 

shaving their 

heads – all to 

raise money for 

the Lawrence 

Home Nursing 

Team. Nikki, 

Wendy and Sue 

(pictured here) 

will be under 

the shavers on 

Friday 24 May. 

They said the 

Lawrence Team is close to their hearts – dedicated 

professionals who provide nursing care at home for the 

terminally ill in Chipping Norton and the surrounding area. A 

service that is second to none, providing respite and 

delivering excellent palliative care with compassion and 

empathy. The three say they have been inspired by many 

customers who have asked to have their hair cut off for 

charity. They know how much your own hair means to help 

you look and feel great – and how losing it is such a big thing. 

You can help raise much needed funds by donating through 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bartholomews-three 

Co-op Pharmacy likely move  
As News readers know, Chippy’s main Co-op supermarket has 

been making some changes – and different stories were 

around in January as to what might happen to the Pharmacy. 

Now it looks likely that the popular pharmacy will in fact 

move upstairs into a new special pharmacy area. Midcounties 

Co-op currently have 30 pharmacies overall – eight are in the 

main Co-op supermarkets, and 22, like the current Chipping 

Norton one, are standalone shops. Midcounties are in the 

process of reviewing options for their pharmacy network, 

particularly the standalone units. A spokesperson for The 

Midcounties Co-operative told the News on 8 March that, ‘We 

are committed to our pharmacy in Chipping Norton and the 

excellent team we have there. We look forward to bringing it 

into our Food Store later this year so that we can serve the 

community with even greater convenience in future.’ See back 

page for more about the Pharmacy and the Safe Places 

scheme.  

New Chippy Shuttle bus 
Readers may have seen a new Chippy Shuttle bus chugging 

around town. Founder Gordon Brown told the News, ‘This 

new bus is great; it's self-funded and it now carries around 

1000 passengers every month’. The new vehicle is much lower 

than the previous one, to help passengers get on and off and 

looks really smart. The Shuttle is now self-sufficient and a well 

used and valued local community service – hats off to all 

involved and the committed volunteer drivers! 

Town Council – public meeting 
The public are all invited to the Annual Town 

Meeting in the Town Hall at 7.30pm on 

Thursday 25 April. That’s when Chipping 

Norton Town Council reports to citizens 

on its activity and answers questions. The 

Council looks after the Town Hall and the 

War Memorial, St Mary’s closed churchyard, 

the Town Cemetery, Pool Meadow, three recreation grounds, 

Greystones sport and recreation facilities, flowerbeds, snow 

clearing and grit bins. It makes significant grants to voluntary 

bodies in the Town, reviews and comments on planning issues 

on behalf of the Town, and runs a Traffic Advisory Committee. 

Councillors and staff also take an active role in town 

celebrations, festivals, special events and projects. The Town 

Council is increasingly important, and will be more so as the 

Town expands. With other local authorities cutting services, 

our current Council has sought to do more. A current annual 

spending budget, now up to £361,000 means an average 

£107.50 in council tax paid by Chippy households. Do you 

have questions or suggestions for the Town Council on 

current and future spending and ambitions? 

… still time to stand for Council 
A reminder that on Thursday 2 May, all 16 seats on Chipping 

Norton’s Town Council are up for election for a four-year 

term. Have you thought of standing? It’s voluntary, with no pay, 

but you can represent the Town and help shape our future. 

Nomination papers are straightforward and have to be filed 

by 4pm on Wednesday 3 April. Find out more from 

www.westoxon.gov.uk or the Town Clerk. Details of election 

candidates next month. 

Chippy’s shrinking banks 
Once there were four and more … but now only one and a 

half … after HSBC and NatWest closed in rapid succession, 

Barclays Bank branch in Chippy is no longer opening on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. In turn the Stow branch will be open 

only on those two days. Any news on TSB? 

Beales’ refurbishment 
In February rumours spread 

fast that Chippy’s Beales 

Department store was running 

a ‘closing down’ sale (as per the 

large wording on shop window 

notices) signalling the demise 

of our branch. But the small 

print says ‘for refurbishment’ 

and shop staff were telling 

customers that this meant the 

store would be closed for ‘a 

couple of days’ perhaps in March or April. A sign in the 

entrance (see picture) sought to provide some reassurance 
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MASH to open The Pantry 
Justin and Bobs of MASH on Chipping Norton’s Topside are 

in the process of taking on a new enterprise in the recently 

vacated florist’s next to The Fox at 1 Market Place. Called The 

Pantry, they want to offer something different for their 

customers. There will be a brunch and lunch menu set in 

uniquely designed interiors, with plans to extend the mouth-

watering menu in time. Justin told the News, ‘Did someone say 

CAKE?! Everyone enjoys sharing cake and coffee with a friend 

when shopping in Chippy. We will offer cosy and personal 

surroundings for you to enjoy your lunch while the shop area 

will contain our home collection which will include lots of 

new products to inspire you.’ The other MASH shops will 

remain as they are but with more gifts and ladies’ and gents’ 

clothing and accessories. Justin adds, ‘Thanks to all our loyal 

customers, we are bucking the trend of opening, not closing, 

our doors! Moreover, we are employing locally to give 

creative opportunities at MASH. We look forward to seeing 

you all soon at the Pantry.’ 

New Home For Flowers etc… 
Flowers etc… is relocating to 

new premises at 20 New Street 

(next to Rogérs fish shop). It is 

an exciting time for Sarah-Jayne 

Jacobs and her staff to make a 

few changes to the shop in its 

new location. Having been in the 

High Street and Cattle Market 

for over 28 years, she felt it was 

time to relaunch and refresh the 

business. The new premises are 

larger and there is a courtyard 

garden allowing for an extended 

range of garden ornaments. 

Sarah-Jayne told the News, ‘We 

will still be selling the “etc” cards, 

vases, Jellycat toys, plants, 

champagne, balloons, etc, and we look forward to welcoming 

you to our new shop soon.’ 

Abandoned puppies 
Why would anyone do this? A mystery thus far surrounds the 

deaths of five Border Collie puppies whose bodies were 

discovered in a ditch at Swerford near Chipping Norton in 

February. Despite an appeal for information put out by the 

RSPCA via three local newspapers nothing has been 

forthcoming. Their press office said ‘we will continue to appeal 

for information and urge members of the public with any 

information to contact us on 0300 123 8018’. It is believed the 

Border Collie pups were about eight to 10 weeks old. They 

were taken to local vets who were of the opinion they may 

have been drowned before their bodies were dumped. Many 

unwanted pets are abandoned, and rescue charities such as 

the local charity Blue Cross, headquartered in Burford, often 

provide help to find homes. The Blue Cross also has one of its 

around 40 shops based in Chipping Norton – all the money 

raised from sales in the shops goes towards helping sick, 

injured and homeless pets. Call in if you want to find out more 

– the shop is in Market Place and open 9am-5pm Monday–

Saturday. 

Hooky Brewery a ‘hidden gem’ 
Hook Norton Brewery 

has been awarded the 

South East’s Hidden Gem 

Award in VisitEngland 

Visitor Attraction 

Accolades. Celebrating 

its 170th anniversary this 

year, the brewery has 

developed into a major 

tourist destination. 

Visitors can enjoy 

brewery tours, free entry 

to the village and 

brewery museum, gift 

shop and the Malthouse 

restaurant. Managing Director James Clarke said, ’We are 

absolutely delighted to receive this award. We are so lucky to 

have a wonderful brewery site, in a stunning location, and 

welcome lots of visitors throughout the year to learn about 

brewing and sample beers, to see the amazing Victorian 

engineering, and of course our working shire horses’.  

Beginning at the Visitor Centre, tours run Monday to 

Sunday and take approximately two hours. The first 90 

minutes are spent around the brewery where visitors will see 

the original steam engine, learn about the brewery’s history 

and get an insight into the brewing process. The tour also 

includes a tour of the stables. The last half hour is spent back 

in the Visitor Centre for a beer tasting session. Meanwhile, the 

Brewery has teamed up with family company Oldfields Cider 

in Worcester to launch an original and a berry cider. Boss 
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James Clarke is apparently summoning up his boyhood 

memories of Worcestershire hops and apples, spied from the 

back of the delivery dray. Oldfields will be producing the two 

ciders with Hook Norton Brewery, available on draught and 

in 500ml bottles – on sale in the Brewery and at Hooky pubs. 

Invitation to Scout Hut opening 
The 6th Chipping 

Norton Scout 

Group is delighted 

to invite the 

community of 

Chipping Norton 

and villages to the 

official opening of 

their new Scout 

Hut on Saturday 

27 April. The event 

is from 2-5pm 

with an opening 

ceremony at 2.30 

in the Scout Hut 

at Greystones, 

Burford Road, 

OX7 5UY. Please RSVP by email to amy@chippyscouts.org.uk 

or call 07703 292561. 

Waitrose in Shell garage 
The Shell service station outside Chipping Norton at the 

Banbury Road roundabout is currently closed for major work 

to expand its retail area. Planning permission has been granted 

for 130 sq m gross retail floorspace plus 80.5 sq m of storage 

making 210.5 sq m total. This is three times the size of the 

original building (70 sq m). The new mini-outlet, reopening in 

June, will include around 1000 products from Waitrose – 

including fresh meat and vegetables. The new shop, by 

comparison, is less than a tenth the size of our new Marks & 

Spencers Foodhall (1208 sq m), but is another interesting 

addition to food shopping outlets in the ‘affluent market town 

of Chipping Norton’, to quote the London Road Retail Park 

developers.  

WODC’s lowest council tax  
West Oxfordshire District Councillors have agreed to limit 

their council tax to £99.38 for Band D payers (a £5 rise) 

keeping it the second lowest in England and lowest in 

Oxfordshire. In a press release, James Mills, the Tory council 

leader, said that, in spite of the low budget, WODC were 

‘leading the way’ in areas such as homelessness prevention, 

and that ‘once again we can protect our services despite the 

significant pressures associated with the current financial 

climate.’ Highlights mentioned were leisure service 

improvements, maintaining grants to voluntary bodies, and 

significant savings from partnership working and service 

efficiencies such as from operating company Publica. He said 

the Council ‘will ensure the provision of first class services 

with benefits such as free parking and continue to invest in 

the District.’ 

However, according to a Labour Party press release, not 

all councillors agreed, with Labour and Lib Dem 

representatives voting against the budget. They proposed 

several amendments, all defeated by the Tory majority. Labour 

councillors had proposed more funding for helping 

community bus services, youth and community services, and 

adult social care. They also asked for one-off support for small 

businesses at a time when neighbouring Swindon is facing 

Honda job losses. A Lib Dem proposal, also defeated, was for 

spending £10m to encourage partnerships to provide more 

social housing. 

Delicacy closes 
Delicacy, the Deli with a coffee shop in Chipping Norton’s 

Middle Row, closed at the beginning of March. It seems that 

increasing competition from supermarkets – including their Deli 

sections, has been part of the reason. Recent opening of the new 

M&S Food Hall might also give some cause for Chippy’s main 

town centre shops to worry – as reported last month.  

HGVs are still killing us 
What has happened to the long awaited action to stop diesel 

lorry pollution in Chipping Norton? A newly published 

nationwide survey by Friends of the Earth has identified 22 

sites in Oxfordshire which breach the world health limit for 

exposure to nitrogen dioxide (NO2) of 40µg/m³. Despite 

Oxfordshire’s planned actions about Zero Emission Zones, 

the worst nine sites are surprisingly outside the City with 

Chipping Norton at number nine at 48.1µg/m³. Concern in 

Chippy was first shown from measurements taken 15 years 

ago. Data showed that HGVs, despite forming only 11.3% of 

the number of vehicles along Horsefair, generated 65% of 

NO2emissions. Since then the number of HGVs on the A44 

has increased and they are much larger. The unsightly black 

cabinet on Horsefair (pictured above) continues to collect 

data but there has been little or no action to resolve the 

problem. 

WODC declared Horsefair and the A44 through the 

town centre an Air Quality Management Area (see map next 

page) and an Action Plan as long ago as 2008. Oxfordshire 

County Council produced a plan to act on HGV restrictions 

(including on the through A44) but little has happened. 

Recently, in November 2017, a new Air Pollution Action 

Group was set up by the County and Districts but has not 

even met yet. Chris Church, from Oxford Friends of the 

Earth, said, ‘It’s unforgivable to see so many locations across 

our county over the air quality limits, leaving thousands of us 

breathing dangerously polluted air. It is especially bad for 

young children whose lungs are still developing. The 

Government and our local councils need to step up. We need 

clear and committed action.’  

Cubs and a young leader constructing 
Jupiter in the new Scout Hut 
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Despite losing several court 

actions over air quality, the 

Government has taken little 

central action and put the 

onus on local authorities. So it 

is up to Oxfordshire County 

Council to find a solution and 

take real action talomg the 

lead with adjoining 

authorities. In Oxford City 

there are hybrid buses and 

taxis but spreading these to 

Chippy (as has been 

suggested by OCC to our 

County Councillor) would 

make miniscule improvements as the main issue is how to get 

the diesel HGVs out of the Town. They magically disappear 

during the annual Mop Fair so it is not insoluble. The 

proposed Eastern Link Road will only deal with the much 

smaller number of HGVs on the A361 (Banbury to Burford). 

Action on the main A44 (Oxford to Evesham road) is needed. 

Burford and Stow town councils are taking their own 

initiatives to put lorry bans into place, and so it could be for 

Chipping Norton Town Council to initiate an A44 ban of our 

own to ensure the ‘through’ vehicles use the designated lorry 

route via the M4, A419, A417 and M5. Or indeed why can’t 

OCC provide a more local A44 by-pass, something they seem 

to be doing for Watlington – is Chippy less deserving? 

Our High Street’s empty shops 
Owning a listed building can be an absolute delight but it also 

brings responsibilities, particularly if the building is grade II*, 

which means referral to Historic England for works that 

would affect the building’s special architectural or historic 

interest. 20 High Street, the former Post Office, is one such 

building. It has a core dating from the 1300s, evidenced in the 

under-croft that many may have seen on their heritage open 

days. Along with other nearby listed properties, it is owned by 

a family trust, and has been vacant since the Post Office 

transferred to the Co-op in 2015. After prolonged discussions 

with WODC and Historic England, to ensure historic 

timberwork was retained, listed building consent for a two 

bedroomed maisonette above the shop was granted in 2016. 

However, in the last three years no discernible progress has 

been made. Eventually, in February, the owners submitted a 

new application to WODC. This essentially proposes changes 

to enable, instead of a maisonette, the creation of two one-

bedroomed flats, one on the first floor and one on the second 

floor, so requiring separate entries. In their meeting in 

February, Chipping Norton Town Council had no objection 

but asked, ‘Can WODC encourage the owner of the property 

to get this work complete so that the building can be let out 

as a shop as the Town Council do not want to see too many 

empty shops in the Town’. Jeremy Catling, on behalf of the 

owners, told the News that the intention is to relocate The 

Cotswold Newsagents into no 20 and 20A (formerly the Post 

Office and Gill’s Cook Shop) under a new brand, The 

Cotswold Store, ‘as soon as practically possible’ with stock 

rooms and their offices above.  

There remains frustration amongst Councillors and 

others about the number of empty retail units in the town 

centre but, in particular, those in prominent High Street 

locations, where other developers might be willing to invest 

and put the properties back into productive use in a shorter 

timescale. Empty listed buildings like this currently pay no 

business rates, and local authorities can enforce work only if 

there is serious risk of dereliction of the protected building. 

Look out for Blossom Day! 
Advance warning! Blossom Day at Chipping Norton’s 

Community Orchard is on Sunday 12 May. We will welcome 

the Morris team from Charlbury & Finstock again and dance 

to the music of Franglais Folk Band. All are invited to come 

along and enjoy the blossom and welcome the Spring.  

Heather Leonard 

All change at Kingham Plough 
After transforming this modest 

village watering hole into a 

highly respected gastro-pub 

back in 2007, award-winning 

chef Emily Watkins and her 

husband Miles Lampson have 

now leased out the business. 

Intrepidly stepping into Emily’s 

shoes are Matt and Katie 

Beamish, themselves with 

impressive credentials, having 

worked with renowned chefs 

Raymond Blanc, Jamie Oliver and Fergus Henderson in hotels 

across the country. Considered by many as the quintessential 

Cotswolds eaterie, the pub includes 75 covers across the bar 

and restaurant, and also has six stylish bedrooms. Matt and 

Katie had been searching for the right foodie pub to run in 

the Cotswolds for several years and were delighted when this 

opportunity came up. Matt said, ‘We aren’t planning to change 

a great deal about it other than bringing our personalities and 

energy to freshen it up a little. What we are hoping to do is 

open the doors to villagers and people in the area and invite 

them to come and say hello’. Peter Brunt, Director of hotels 

agency Colliers International, who brokered the deal, was 

equally enthusiastic, ‘I look forward to seeing Matt build on 

the substantial legacy that he has been left by these 

exceptional operators’. 

More spending on playground 
Last month saw the new zip wire getting some good use at 

the New Street Recreation Ground. This month’s update from 

the Town Council is that they will need to spend more on 

repairs and replacements. Rubbish bins and entrance gates 

have been replaced. The new zip wire needs a new pole and 

seat because of damage, and repairs will be needed to the 

trampoline as it has been chewed by rodents. Last but not 

least, the big ‘multiuse’ equipment set in the under 7s play area 

apparently is rotting at its base – and the Council have chosen 

a whole replacement costing £10,463 

Enstone’s £150m museum 
After a first round of objections, and a resubmitted planning 

application, a decision could be imminent on the major project 

to build a £150m vintage car museum and 28 holiday lodges at 

Enstone. The ambitious plan for a visitor and tourist attraction 

at the Driving Centre on Enstone Airfield is the brainchild of 

Chipping Norton 
Town Centre

HIGH ST 

POLLUTIO
N
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US-based motor enthusiast Peter Mullin. The proposals have 

caused a significant stir in the parish – as it will have quite an 

impact on traffic, visitors and the whole look and design of the 

nearby landscape. WODC’s Uplands Planning Committee are 

due to debate this all on Monday 25 March where a decision 

could be reached then, or, given the importance and size of the 

project, further work may be needed.  

80 new Extra Care Homes 
WODC Councillors, at their March Uplands Planning 

Committee meeting, have given the go-ahead, subject to 

conditions, for the new 80 Extra Care homes on open land, 

owned by the County Council, between Chipping Norton 

Health Centre and London Road. As previously reported in 

the News, the Extra Care Housing enables older people with 

care and support needs to live independently. A care team is 

on site 24 hours a day, providing flexible care as needed. 

Communal facilities include gardens, a dining area, lounges and 

activity areas. The scheme has 40 one and 40 two-bedroomed 

‘affordable’ flats for over 55s. 75% will be social rented and 

25% on a shared equity basis. The development manager, 

Housing & Care 21, is a ‘not-for-profit leading provider of 

retirement housing and care services for older people of 

modest means’. The scheme will help those who perhaps 

cannot afford other places (such as at Penhurst Gardens or 

Trinity Road), using WODC’s Homeseeker system. WODC 

has 64 households aged over 55 registered preferring a home 

Chipping Norton, of whom 15 have more urgent needs such 

as medical, welfare or overcrowding issues. Another 163 

tenants over 55 are interested in downsizing, which could free 

up larger properties for younger families.  

14 local people had objected to the proposal, mainly on 

grounds of design, scale, overlooking and traffic. Town 

Councillors expressed concerns at their February meeting, 

saying it was too big and too close to London Road. County 

Councillor Hilary Biles and District Councillor Geoff Saul 

spoke supporting the Extra Care homes. Geoff told the News, 

‘This scheme fills an important gap for elderly local residents 

– crucially, an affordable option to people who want to retain 

their independence while still having the benefits of care and 

support available. The alternatives can often be the stark ones 

of remaining in an unsuitable home with inadequate assistance 

or being forced to enter residential care when it is not 

necessary or desirable’. A series of last minute changes to the 

design helped ensure the scheme won the backing of 

WODC’s Committee. Oxfordshire County Council had 

asked for £104,000 towards improvements to the S3 bus 

service and a town-wide 20mph zone, but WODC decided 

not to demand contributions because the development was 

only viable due to grant money, and this could have made the 

development unviable. The scheme will receive £2.9m of 

funding from the Oxfordshire Growth Deal and WODC are 

providing an additional £300,000. 

Pancakes and more 
The first week of March saw staff and residents at Chipping 

Norton’s Beech Haven Care Home putting their energies into 

marking Pancake Day on the 5th, with the best pancake tossing 

winning appropriate awards and certificates. Then on the 8th, 

residents and their favourite PAT dog, Flake celebrated his 

upcoming birthday with a party. On 15 March, Red Nose Day, 

staff were doing their bit for the national charity event. 

 Sandra Stowe 

20 years on the Ambulance 
Chipping Norton’s Arthur Taylor 

has decided to retire from South 

Central Ambulance Service after 

nearly 20 years serving the local 

community and beyond. Back in 

2000, Arthur took over the bread 

round from 'Ted the Bread' for a 

couple of years but then then 

joined SCAS when the old 

Ambulance Station was in Spring 

Street. He then moved up to the 

Fire Station which he left about a 

year ago to be based at Chipping Norton Hospital. Although 

things have changed within the service, Arthur was always 

eager to ensure his patients had the best experience they 

could when attending all the various hospitals for 

appointments and treatment. Arthur moved here from Bury 

in Lancashire with his wife Joyce in 1975 and has been a 

familiar and popular figure around town ever since. He was 

Warrant Officer for 136 Squadron C/N, a founder member of 

the Male Voice Choir and has sung with CHAOS for many 

years, taking a lead part in Oklahoma, Kiss Me Kate and other 

productions. He keeps himself busy on the Town Festival 

Committee, sometimes on the stage, either as a solo 

performer or with the Cotswold Concertiers. He even led 

the Community Singing at the Millennium Celebrations 

outside the Town Hall and is a great supporter of Highlands 

Day Centre and their Town Hall Gala Concert. He thanks 

everyone for their good wishes on stopping his ambulance 

work and hopes to meet some of you again soon as he's 
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already busy with bookings for his singing and PAT Testing 

business. Retirement … what retirement?! 

All change at Café de la Post 
Twelve years ago 

Martin and Jackie 

Chapman opened the 

Café de la Post, the 

corner shop and café 

in Chadlington and 

since have 

transformed it into a 

bustling focus for the 

community, with their 

dedicated and friendly 

staff team. They are 

now stepping down 

and passing on the baton. Martin sent the Chadlington 

website a message saying they were delighted that the café 

business itself was being taken over as a new company called 

Café de la Post Limited, run by three local people: Bryan 

Thring, Hugo Pickering and Pippa Hornby. Martin said, ‘Their 

motivation is to retain the existing team of staff, keeping the 

Café as it is and improving it. Jackie and I are delighted with 

this development as this is exactly what we wanted to happen 

and we’d like to thank Bryan, Hugo and Pippa for their 

commitment to this community. All services will continue as 

they are: newspaper deliveries, coffee, the world’s best carrot 

cake, etc. The building itself is being purchased by two other 

local people who have the same motivation, that is, to keep 

the Café exactly as it is. The new tenants will have a tenancy 

agreement with the new building owners. This is great news 

for the village and for those who work so hard at Café de la 

Post to provide the service we all benefit from and enjoy. 

Thank you for your continued custom’. On 1 March Martin 

and Jackie welcomed local people for a farewell drink and 

meal. Everyone wished them all the best with their other 

continuing ventures, and they will still be around the village. So 

it’s ‘farewell’ but not ‘goodbye’ and thanks for all they have 

done for Chadlington. 

New dog walking area 
Plans are progressing for the new sectioned-off dog walking 

area at the far end of Chipping Norton’s New St Recreation 

Area. Posts, railing and wiring will be erected to stop dogs 

straying onto the main recreation area. The charity ‘Dogs for 

Good’ are being consulted about appropriate signage. It is 

understood that in fact dogs will still be allowed on leads in 

the main recreation area – as it is a public right of way. The 

Town Council are due to put an explanation of their actions 

on their website and social media – councillors at the 

February Council meeting suggested there might be more 

questions arising from the public and dog walkers.  

Councillors’ Drop in Advice 
Labour District Councillors Geoff Saul and Laetisia Carter 

hold drop-in advice sessions regularly from 10am to 11.30pm 

on the first Wednesday of every month at The Old Mill Coffee 

House and Bistro at 7 West Street. The next date is 

Wednesday 3 April, or you can contact them at 

geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk or  laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk 

if you have concerns over housing, planning, recycling/refuse 

collection, parking, anti-social behaviour or any other local issues. 

Geoff Saul 

Bus shelter on the way 
Bus users on Walterbush Road have continued to get cold and 

wet during the winter – since the bus shelter was dismantled 

last year by Chipping Norton Town Council to avoid young 

people gathering and apparently causing a nuisance. After 

protests, led by local resident Rita Heritage, the Town Council 

agreed some weeks ago to erect a new one and to consult 

users on the design. Rita told the News, although she had not 

been sent any leaflet, she had seen the proposals at the 

Guildhall and they looked fine. Bus user Brenda Morris also 

told the News the design looked fine – but it looks like users 

will have to see out the rest of the winter’s weather before a 

new one arrives. 

Valentine’s penguin romance  
A romantic – if a little odd – 

publicity stunt near Chipping 

Norton hit the headlines in 

February. Two local penguins from 

Heythrop Zoological Gardens were 

driven off to the Merriscourt 

wedding venue and filmed getting 

married by The Wedding Video 

Company (yes, they make wedding 

videos). The two Humboldt 

penguins, called Ferrari and Pringle – 

both male – have worked together 

for some years and are apparently 

‘inseparable’. They even sit on a rock 

each year and try to incubate their ‘egg’. For the PR Valentine’s 

Day video, they had a Bentley, a mock-up wedding ceremony, 

a confetti shower, and a wedding breakfast (of sprats). The pair 

have appeared on the Jonathan Ross Show, Alan Carr’s Chatty 
Man, Our Zoo and at the red carpet premiere of the film Mr 
Popper’s Penguins. They also visit care homes for therapeutic 

visits and have been ‘ring bearers’ at weddings! 

Plans for Cotswolds Hotel 
Up by Chippy Golf Club, The Cotswolds Hotel & Spa rooftop 

jacuzzi and hot tub could become an all-weather experience 

if WODC planners agree to the hotel’s planning application 

for a rooftop conservatory to enclose them. Owner, Mr 

Glucka Wijesuriya, has made a substantial investment in the 

site since taking over and expanding the hotel in 2013 and 

says the conservatory will enable guests to relax and enjoy 

these facilities whatever the weather. Chipping Norton Town 

Council made no comment on this application at its February 

meeting. However, Councillors were much less impressed by 

the resubmission of a proposal to replace the roof on an 

existing marquee to create a permanent structure, saying, 

‘This is exactly the same as an earlier application so the 

reasons for refusal should be the same’. Their comments on 

the earlier proposal were, ‘The Town Council strongly suggest 

that the landowner be told to submit a proper planning 

application for a permanent building (like the previous 

application which was granted approval). The Town Council 

object strongly to the applicant doing piecemeal applications. 

Martin & Jackie Chapman raise a 
toast at Café de la Post
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Town Hall ’50s Dance 
On Saturday 6 April Chipping Norton 

Mayor Don Davidson and Mayoress Peta 

Simmons are holding a Town Hall Charity 

Dance with a 1950s theme, to raise funds 

for their chosen charities – Age Concern 

Chipping Norton and Dogs for Good. 

There will be live music with local group 

Cloud 9, a raffle, bar (provided by The Fox) and fish supper 

(from the Arctic Fish Bar). Dancing from 7.30pm. Last orders 

11.30pm. Come dressed to match the ’50s theme! Tickets £25 

in advance from Town Clerk at the Guildhall; call 642341 or 

email cntc@btconnect.com. 

Garden waste collections 
The new collection year for garden waste collection by West 

Oxfordshire District Council begins on 1 April and so 

residents need to make sure they renew or sign up for a 

license in time. The annual cost is £30 per bin for fortnightly 

collections. To sign up, call 01993 861025 or apply via 

www.westoxon.gov.uk/garden. 

Last Cotswold Gate homes 
It seems like building has been going on a very long time on 

the 228 new homes by Bellway up at Cotswold Gate behind 

Walterbush Road. The local press now reports that work is 

due to finish this summer on the last few houses, all of which 

are now on sale. With the completion, Bellway should also 

now be making full payment of more than £540,000 in 

‘Section 106’ contributions to town facilities. The first part of 

this money went largely to support a new scout hut and 

improvements at Greystones sports ground and the Cricket 

Club. This summer will see the Town Council put new 

recreation equipment alongside the new housing, and the 

Leisure Centre complete improvements and installation of a 

new artificial turf sports area.  

Lido’s 2019 season is go! 
The Lido in Chipping Norton opens at 12.30pm on Thursday 

18 April, just in time for the long Easter weekend. The 

weekend timetable applies over the Bank Holiday, with the 

season then settling into its usual routine from Tuesday 23rd. 

As ever, there will be lessons and other activities going on 

throughout the summer, with plans afoot for Synchro and 

Aquafit to name just a couple, and there are sure to be some 

late-night swims too. More details will be available soon on 

the website, www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido and 

Twitter @ChippyLido. Get ready to make a splash! 

Claire Williamson 

St Mary’s Spring Clean 
On Saturday 16 February after a 

hearty breakfast in the Parish 

Rooms, at least 15 stalwart men 

from Chipping Norton’s St Mary’s 

Church set about high level 

cleaning inside and outside the 

Church, including the graves and 

tombstones to the rear of the 

Dawkins Mausoleum. This was 

followed by the ladies, together 

with Brownies, 

sweeping up 

whatever the men 

had brought 

down. A great 

team event and 

the difference was spectacular – here you see the men hard 

at work getting the cobwebs off high up in church and hacking 

through the green stuff by the Mausoleum. 

Old Hospital still not sold  
Nearly 10 years after Chipping Norton’s old War Memorial 

Hospital closed its doors to patients and transferred its 

services to the new London Road complex, the site is still 

vacant and for sale. As is the former nurses’ home and offices 

known as The Chestnuts, opposite. Chancellors, who are 

marketing both sites, say that although there has been a lot of 

interest, they are still having a few problems with selling both 

sites. The former hospital has planning permission for 

conversion and development of 14 homes and is for sale at 

£2m by developer St Charles Homes. The Chestnuts has 

permission for conversion to four flats and is for sale by the 

Whitbread Group at £400,000. 

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Running for the Silver Star 
On 28 April, one of Chippy’s 

window cleaners, Jim English, 

will be taking part in the 

London Marathon. Jim’s aim is 

to raise as much money as 

possible for the Silver Star 

Society, which is a maternity 

unit for high risk pregnancies, 

based at the John Radcliffe 

Hospital in Oxford. The Society 

were a great help to Jim’s family 

before and after the birth of 

their son and Jim would now 

like to help them by fundraising. 

If you would like to donate, this can easily be done at 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jimenglish29 or by calling Jim 

on 07503 737296. 

Another Daylesford venture 
In Kingham it is looking increasingly likely that The Mill House 

Hotel could be absorbed into the Daylesford brand. Rumours 

that Lady Bamford had been seen in her wellies doing a tour 

last year gained currency when local couple the Drinkwaters 

announced that their former hotel had been sold and finally 

closed on 14 January. Earlier proposals to develop the hotel 

into a large retirement home complex met with local 

opposition and objections from the Environment Agency 

about flood risk. The proposals were withdrawn and 

developer Frontier Estates has reportedly sold on to Lady 

Bamford. No more details are yet public. Camilla Wilson, on 

behalf of Daylesford Estate, was ‘unable to comment at this 

time’. But rumours are that the former family run hotel will 

be transformed into an up-market hotel and spa. 

The Daylesford Estate already offers five properties to let, 

the 13 rooms at the Wild Rabbit and six ‘cottages’ around the 

village, bringing Lady Bamford’s potential guests to a total of 

77. Something the size of the Mill House Hotel could take 

potential guests to almost 120. The existing building currently 

has 21 bedrooms and has existing use rights as a hotel so 

planning permission would not be needed unless extensions 

were proposed. The Estate has also bought houses to 

accommodate their staff. All this development brings 

employment and certainly puts the place on the map of the 

well-heeled. But at what cost to locals? One resident told the 

News, ‘Money seems to be no object to the Daylesford Estate. 

They are even buying up small properties that could have 

housed young families, which is what the village needs if it is 

to stay vibrant.’ It does seem good news that The Mill House’s 

future might be secured. Let’s watch out for further 

developments. 

Chippy Museum – find out more 
Chipping Norton Local History Museum – the entrance is just 

across from the Town Hall steps – will begin its new season on 

Saturday 13 April. It will be open 2-4pm Mondays to Saturdays 

until the end of October. Come and find out about the history 

of your area or use the archives to trace your family history 

– there is so much of interest! The Museum team is constantly 

looking for volunteers to staff the museum during opening 

times and would be interested to hear from anyone who 

would like to help, either on a regular or ad hoc basis. Please 

do get in touch either by coming into the museum or 

contacting the Curator Pauline Watkins on 641712. 

Jan Cliffe 

Chippy expansion feedback  
‘Chippy needs to change in order to stay the same’ was the 

clear message coming 

from Chipping Norton 

Town Councillors 

when they discussed, at 

their February meeting, 

their response to 

WODC’s key ‘issues 

paper’ on the future 

development at Tank 

Farm. First, Mayor Don 

Davidson advised 

councillors that the 

town expansion 

including the new road, 

was already in the 

adopted Local Plan and 

so would happen, 

saying, ‘We now have to accept that and work with the 

Councils and the developers positively and constructively to 

get the best deal for the Town.’ Steve Jordan and Nova Bradley 

said a mix of affordable and shared equity homes for key 

workers, young people and families are needed in Chippy as 

employers are struggling to recruit staff locally. Chris 

Butterfield felt there were enough small homes and the town 

needed larger 3-4 bedroomed higher value homes. David 

Heyes wanted a high standard of design, perhaps an 

architectural competition, using zero carbon technologies, 

and he favoured modern architecture, rather than pastiche 

boxes. As for the vexed issue of the now definite link road, the 

issue was where it would run – with several Councillors 

favouring an alignment through the Memorial Wood in order 

to save the allotments. 

Councillors then met WODC officers on 26 February to 

discuss their response. Mayor Don Davidson told the News 
the meeting was productive but more meetings were needed 

with County Council, developers and WODC to get to more 

‘nitty gritty’. The next one is likely to focus on the allotments 

and link road. Don said that, while major changes to WODC’s 

plans may not be possible, ‘I am hopeful we can limit the 

potential detrimental effects and may be able eventually make 

some gains via section 106 agreements, but there is a long way 

to go.’ WODC reported that their two public exhibitions 

were well-attended by well over 100 local people with main 

issues being raised as:  

- the extent that any link road would actually reduce town 

centre traffic (notably HGVs) 

- the nature and alignment of the link road, how it crosses 

the allotments and allotment replacement 

- health care provision and capacity to absorb additional 

patient numbers 

- schooling including the capacity of the secondary school 

- affordable housing – both the type and real ‘affordability’ 

- type and location of new open spaces weighed against 

development density 
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- location and effectiveness of connections into the town 

- proactively managing employment land not just leaving it 

to the market. 

Consultation closed on 8 March. WODC officers will 

consider and use responses to help prepare a Supplementary 

Planning Document, guiding the development of the 1,200-

home town extension. Meanwhile, the County Council, by far 

the biggest landowner, has agreed to buy nearly 33 acres of 

land from local farmer Glyn Pearman in the east of the site. 

This consolidates OCC’s ownership, with Cala Homes and 

the Field Reeves being the only other major landowners of 

note. Look out for further consultation on all this in early 

summer. 

Support for Lawrence Team 
The Lawrence Home Nursing Team has some good 

fundraising events coming up, starting with an evening of 

stand-out stand-up comedy to put the fun into fundraising. 

On Friday 26 April, the Memorial Hall in Charlbury will host 

four professional stand-up comedians for an evening of mirth 

and merriment. Doors and bar open at 7.30 pm. Showtime 

from 8pm. Thanks also to local artist, Andrea Bates of Enstone, 

who is organising an art exhibition during the weekends of 18 

and 24 May. Twenty per cent of sales proceeds will be donated 

to LHNT. Thanks also to David Portman and members of the 

Evenlode Masonic Lodge, Chipping Norton, for their kind 

donation. 

Fundraising dates include the Annual Golf Day and, in the 

Team’s 20th Anniversary Year, a Gala Dinner in memory of Jane 

Phillips MBE at the Golf Club, kindly sponsored by Wise Funds 

on Friday, 14 June. Proms, Picnic & Fireworks at Kingham School 

are kindly sponsored by Kingham Hill School on Saturday 29 

June. For tickets and further details please visit 

www.lawrencehomenursing.org or call 684475. The Team is 

grateful to The Salford Inn for supporting the restaurant scheme 

in April. At the end of your meal £1 is donated to LHNT. 

Verity Fifer 

Friday night is bingo night 
Make a date for the next Friday bingo evening in Great 

Rollright on Friday 26 April – now a permanent village fixture. 

With a relaxed atmosphere, all are welcome – bring a group 

and have a laugh. Games run from 7.30pm to around 9.15pm. 

Bar, refreshments, and real cash prizes. This is a non-profit-

making event and all proceeds go to the Village Hall, Primary 

School and Parish Church development. Future dates: 31 May. 

Eyes Down Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

Green Gym says thank you 
It is 12 years since 

Green Gym started in 

this area, then three 

years later Chippy 

Green Gym split from 

Woodstock and 

started up in its own 

right. Richard Averill 

was a prime mover at 

that stage and became 

Chairman a couple of 

years later. He was 

also the main person 

behind the planting of 

Fitzalan Wood, near 

Travis Perkins. So 

when he said he wished to stand down as Chairman, it was 

decided to plant a special tree there as a thank you. He chose 

a walnut tree and here he is planting it on a nice sunny day in 

February. Most trees there were planted four years ago and 

the willows in particular have done really well. This area is 

part of the Common and, although on occasion it can be 

rather boggy in places, it is open to the public at all times. 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts from Chippy may be available to outlying 

sites and there is no joining fee. Come and enjoy working 

outdoors in good company. For more information visit the 

Green Gym website www.chippygreengym.org or 

alternatively email jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 

Green drinks & food foraging 
Transition Chipping Norton – which aims to make our town 

sustainable – is holding its next Green Drinks session on 

Thursday 18 April, in the Duck Room of the Chequers in 

Diston’s Lane. These are informal discussions for anyone 

Chair, Dr Jonathan Moore, with nurse Jane Evans accepting a 
cheque from David Portman of Evenlode Masonic Lodge
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interested in sustainable living and are always a good 

opportunity for interesting conversations and contacts with 

new people – all welcome. The sessions are on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month. The next Wild Food Foraging Walk is 

on Sunday 7 April, 3-5pm, starting at April Cottage, High 

Street, Lower Brailes, OX15 5HW. Then the next Forage is 

Sunday 28 April (3-5pm), gathering and fermenting wild garlic 

at Singe Wood, Whiteoak Green, near Ramsden OX29 9XP. 

Up for some frothy fun? 
Are there some Chipping Norton 

families up for a frothy fun run? 

Meriel Park from Enstone, a 10-

year-old girl who loves bubbles 

and is cared for by Helen & 

Douglas House at its hospice in 

Oxford, is urging families to sign 

up to take part in the charity’s 5k 

Bubble Rush in Cutteslowe Park 

in Oxford on Sunday 2 June. This 

is the second year the children’s 

hospice has held the Bubble Rush, 

which is a 5k family fun run with 

a difference – thousands of multi-

coloured bubbles! With entry 

open to all ages, it’s up to you 

whether you walk, run, or even 

toddle the family-friendly route. 

Whichever you choose, you’ll burst through four stations 

with cannons pumping bubbles up to four feet high, and get 

covered from head to toe in colourful, light, foamy bubbles. 

Everyone taking part receives a free T shirt (except under-3s 

who are free) and a special Bubble Rush medal for finishing. 

Stay on afterwards to enjoy bubbly activities in the Event 

Village for a great morning of foamy fun. Pushchairs and 

wheelchairs are more than welcome. With a Helen & Douglas 

House shop in the middle of Chippy, don’t delay getting 

yourself kitted out in readiness! Tickets are £20 for adults, 

£15 for under 16s, £3 for 3-4 year olds and under-3s free. A 

family ticket for two adults and two children is £64. For more 

information contact www.hdh.org.uk or call 01865 799166. 

MP backs Disability Confidence  
In February our local MP, Robert Courts, was out locally 

promoting the Government-led Disability Confident scheme. 

The programme, set up in 2013, aims to support employers 

to make the most of the talents which those with disabilities 

can bring to the workplace. The MP recently opened a special 

workshop hosted at Cottsway in Witney with the local 

Jobcentre Plus. The idea was to encourage local employers to 

join the scheme – sharing best practice in workplace inclusion 

and diversity. Discussions highlighted opportunities for those 

with disabilities and the business benefits of inclusive 

employment practices, as championed by the local employers 

present. In 2017 Robert wrote to West Oxfordshire 

businesses highlighting the scheme. He said the Government 

is committed to getting one million more disabled people into 

the jobs they want over the next five years. At the Witney 

workshop were representatives from Headway and Restore 

who play a vital role in support networks. The Government’s 

support for employers includes the Access to Work 

programme offering £57,200 a year to help with the 

additional costs which an employee’s health condition may 

incur, from commuting costs to specialist equipment in the 

workplace.  

Climate change: local action  
Students in a range of West 

Oxfordshire schools in March joined 

the world-wide ‘climate change’ 

strike, to raise awareness of the 

need for action. Some students from 

Chipping Norton went to one in 

Oxford (in fact on an ‘inset’ Friday 

so they missed no lessons). All this 

seems to have got the attention of 

our local MP, Robert Courts. His 

latest local press articles say that the 

UK is a ‘world leader in tackling 

climate change’, notably on reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and 

decarbonisation, and leading at the 

recent Paris Agreement. He 

highlights the Government’s 

investments in renewables. He said 

he has also been raising public concerns and the need for 

more urgent action including by central government. 

Our MP suggests that all of us might want to focus on 

much more local action – from citizens, businesses and 

politicians. He makes no specific suggestions but asks what 

they might be. A quick list from a News Team discussion might 

include: making all our 1200 new Chippy homes required to 

be zero carbon with solar energy and high eco-specifications; 

shifting much more transport from cars to public transport; a 

radical personal shift from diesel and petrol to electric 

vehicles – with much more infrastructure for rural areas; food 

supplies in our Chippy shops with much lower ‘carbon miles’ 

… and maybe, more trees (see picture)! Ideas welcome. 

ChipLitFest at the Library 
This is an exciting ChipLitFest year for the library as we are 

hosting events for both adults and children for the first time. 

On Friday 26 April at 8pm we start with Fierce Fairytales – an 

empowering collection of stories, poems and illustrations 

with Nikita Gill. Nikita published Fierce Fairytales: Poems and 
Stories to Stir Your Soul in September 2018. Her inspiring words 

have been shared millions of times online and displayed across 

placards on international women’s marches. Tickets £7. 

Children’s author and poet, John Dougherty, is back on 

Saturday 27 April at 4pm with an entertaining, interactive 

session for ages 5+. John will be reading from his picture book 

There’s a Pig up My Nose. Tickets £2. On Saturday 29 April at 

6pm we have Creative Classrooms with Kate Clanchy and Bali 

Rai. Kate and Bali share their teaching experiences in helping 

difficult and excluded children. Tickets £7. It’s the Short Story 

Awards on Sunday 28 April at 3pm. The ChipLitFest Short 

Story competition has attracted hundreds of entries. The top 

three stories will be announced by judge Nicholas Royle and 

read by actor Karen Jackson. Free, no ticket required. 

ChipLitFest tickets are available from The Theatre Box Office, 

by phone on 642350 or online at chiplitfest.com.  

Sally Moore – Library Manager  

Meriel Park & Lisa Clarke 
enjoying bubbles at the 

Hospice 

Local MP doing his bit 
to combat climate 

change
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Handy office help available 
Rachel Keenan, a busy 

Chippy mum with two 

young boys, Walter and 

Monty (pictured), has 

launched a new office 

service business to help 

other busy people! 

Cotswold Office Hands, 

started in January, 

provides a range of 

administrative help such 

as diary management, 

filing, invoices, expenses, 

data entry, correspondence and more. Having worked 

previously in property management and as a lettings manager, 

Rachel prides herself in being efficient and well organised with 

the ability to project-manage any task. Being a busy working 

mum with a new business, she knows only too well life is a 

juggling act so will use her skills and experience to simplify the 

working lives of others. The new business provides Rachel 

herself with the chance to be flexible, whilst raising her young 

family – but she can also work hard helping many local people 

who, like herself, need those time-consuming but essential 

daily tasks done. Initial feedback has been positive and she 

looks forward to posting the comments on her website 

www.cotswoldofficehands.co.uk which goes live in April. To 

find out more – and perhaps discuss how to bring some calm 

into your busy lives – contact Rachel on 07780 885888 or 

email cotswoldofficehands@gmail.com. 

Great Rollright Easter Market 
The next market date, Saturday 6 April, 9.30-12.30, will be an 

Easter Special! A hall packed with local produce, lovely hand-

decorated chocolate gifts for Easter, plants and beautiful 

crafts. It’s all local: farm meats, deli, organic veg and our local 

dairy to give you wholesome, good quality food at reasonable 

prices. Fresh coffee, bacon rolls and home bakes in our cosy 

café! See greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or catch up 

on facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket or contact 

Heather 730154 or Brenda 738374. 

50 years ‘treading the boards’ 
This year local amateur thespian 

and grand dame Martin Hannant 

is celebrating 50 years as a 

member of the Nortonian 

Amateur Dramatic Society. He 

told the News he first appeared 

in 1969 in a play performed at 

Chipping Norton School called 

Wanted – One Body! He said, 

‘Amongst the cast were the 

wonderful Leonard Miles and 

the excellent Michael Gibbard 

with the play being directed by very talented Norman Stokes. 

Even at 17 years of age I was already playing the part of an old 

man.’ To commemorate the occasion there will be an evening 

at Chipping Norton Methodist Church on Saturday 6 

October at 7.30pm. The evening will be called ‘Back to the 

Fifties’. In the first half Martin will be reminiscing about life in 

the 1950s with particular reference to radio programmes of 

that time, playing theme tunes, etc: Educating Archie, Billy 

Cotton Bandshow and many more. Martin then promises ‘in 

the second half we will recreate a studio to give you a radio 

performance of Galton and Simpson’s brilliant comedy The 

Blood Donor with me playing the part of Tony Hancock 

supported by other Nortonians’. Refreshments will be in the 

style of 1950s with lashings of ginger beer and lemonade. 

There will also be a full selection of 50’s type sweets – flying 

saucers, strawberry shoelaces, liquorice comfits and more. 

Details of tickets will appear later in the year in the Chippy 
News. 

Time for The Lost Words  
Once upon a time, words began to vanish from the language 

of children. The Lost Words – A Spell Book, (Children’s Book of 

the Year 2018) by Robert Macfarlane and illustrated by Jackie 

Morris, began as a book but has since grown into a movement 

promoting connections with the natural world. This award-

winning book was inspired by the removal of words like 

acorn, bluebell, conker, kingfisher and otter from the Oxford 

Junior Dictionary. The Lost Words book combines a series of 

spells related to each lost word – intended to be read aloud 

– with beautiful accompanying illustrations. Three parents set 

up a crowdfunding campaign to raise £4000 in 28 days to 

provide a copy of The Lost Words to every primary school in 

Oxfordshire. Chipping Norton’s Holy Trinity Primary School 

promoted the crowdfunding and is looking forward to 

receiving a copy of the book this summer. It is hoped that 

sufficient funding will be raised to provide a range of 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861

Martin as Sweeney Todd            
40 years ago in 1979
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Road bridge. Least damageable items are a priority, including 

Vale asparagus, corn on the cob, courgettes and carrots. Fruit-

wise, it seems that strawberries are more of a challenge. Any 

driver not complying is reported to ROT and fined. 

Action after ‘No Deal’  

At the time of writing, an EU deadline – either 29 March  or   

shortly after – was approaching fast – with apocalyptic 

visions of ships being turned away at ports, grounded aircraft 

and horrendous transport delays all a possibility. But 

Chippy’s plans – with everything safely stored in airtight 

plastic containers and freezers – could be at least a short 

term solution to any shortages. Emergency company boss 

Bobby Huckfair told the News that, should a ‘No Deal’ Brexit 

happen, social media alerts would be activated – then the 

really big day would be 1 April, when containers would be 

brought down to Market Square. If the EU deadline was 

delayed then ‘1 April’ could be moved to later in the year. 

Bobby promises that product sales would be at sensible 

prices ‘just to cover costs’, and stocks should last for several 

weeks. Well done Chippy. (NB – keen readers may note that 

ROT and Borodin Huckfair could be a modern day Robin 

Hood and Friar Tuck.) 

New children’s dance classes 
New dance classes for children started 

on 2 March on Saturday mornings at 

Glyme Hall in Chipping Norton. 

Sessions in Royal Academy of Dance 

(RAD) ballet and West End Jazz classes 

are being delivered by West 

Oxfordshire’s exciting new dance 

school, The Dance Barn. The Chipping 

Norton classes are being taught by 

school principal, Lorraine Razzell, who 

trained at the prestigious Royal 

Academy of Dance in London and has been teaching at 

various schools in London for 18 years, including the 

vocational performing arts’ college, Urdang Academy. Lorraine 

established The Dance Barn in September 2018 and the 

school has already been awarded recognised schools status by 

the Council for Dance, Drama and Musical Theatre. One 

satisfied parent commented, ‘my 10-year-old daughter loves 

her weekly lessons with Lorraine. Lorraine has an inspiring, 

gentle and knowledgeable teaching style and nothing is ever 

too much trouble’. Chippy Saturday classes include: Pre-

additional support materials and information to help teachers 

bring the book to life and provide pupils with more 

opportunities to feel a close connection to the natural world. 

They will be linking up with as many organisations as possible 

to have a range of supporting activities available for children. 

This weekend, take a break from technology and go for a walk 

outside, listen, feel and see the natural environment. Pledge 

your love for nature by making this inspiring book available to 

every primary school in Oxfordshire. For more information 

visit www.thelostwords.org. 

Lawrence Team up for award 
Chipping Norton charity, the Lawrence Home Nursing Team, 

has been shortlisted in the final three for the Charity of the 

Year section of the 2019 West Oxfordshire Business Awards. 

No other Chippy businesses or organisations have been 

shortlisted in the other 10 categories. There have, however, 

been several local winners in the past, including Wise 

Investment and Owen Mumford who are amongst the 

sponsors of this year’s event. Winners will be announced at a 

gala dinner at Heythrop Park on 29 March.  

Chippy’s Brexit planning 
What has Chipping Norton been doing about emergency 

Brexit planning? With 29 March looming, the Witney Gazette 

reported on 18 February that West Oxfordshire District 

Council had produced no formal ‘Brexit impact assessment’. 

So the News Team investigated what plans had been made in 

Chipping Norton itself. The Town has a history of 

‘stockpiling’, notably when snow prevented delivery lorries 

getting through. Supermarkets are used to runs on bread, 

milk and pizzas at the first sign of snow, and the recent 

successful ‘snow plan’ has shown what can be done by 

careful contingency work.  

Now it has emerged that – in 

anticipation of ‘No Deal’ – a 

special ‘Chippy Crisis 

Committee’ (CCC) was 

formed early in 2018, and has 

been hard at work getting 

ready. According to News 
sources, three large containers, including two with freezer 

equipment, have been installed behind Greystones. A specialist 

emergency planning company, Borodin Huckfair Ltd, has been 

employed by the CCC to stockpile critical items such as 

supplies from the EU that could get stuck at Dover or banned, 

including Italian salami, French and Dutch cheeses, and 

essential medical products from Eastern European pharma-

factories.   

Local transport scheme  
The most interesting aspect of this contingency planning, 

however, has involved some collaboration with local hauliers 

who drive through Chippy from the Vale of Evesham – which 

of course supplies bounteous amounts of fruit and vegetables. 

Huckfair has been working with the Regional Operational 

Transport (ROT) group at Evesham. Apparently, over the last 

nine months, the food lorries coming through Chippy have 

been secretly ‘taxed’ for using the A44 through the Town. 

Huckfair Ltd is taking bags of produce thrown from the 

HGVs, as an environmental toll, as they cross the Worcester 

C.C.C.

CCC container which will be brought down to the Town 
Centre to distribute stockpiled supplies after Brexit 

BORODINBORODIN

HUCKFAIRHUCKFAIR
Ltd
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School Ballet (ages 21/2-4) 8.45am-9.30am; RAD Pre-Primary 

Ballet (ages 4-7) 9.30am-10.15am; and West End Jazz (ages 6+) 

10.15am-11am. Visit the website to learn more and get in 

touch to book a free trial lesson. See 

www.thedancebarn.co.uk or contact 

info@thedancebarn.co.uk or 01993 220413. 

Exercise to prevent falls! 

Oxfordshire health and social services and the charity sector 

are working together for a long-term plan to prevent falls 

which are not a normal part of ageing. Regular exercise 

sessions can improve strength and balance to prevent falls, 

and improve confidence and independence in older people. 

Generation Games, Age UK Oxfordshire’s physical activity 

service, run Strength & Balance classes around the County 

including in Chippy’s Upper Town Hall on Mondays 9-10 and 

Fridays 9.30–10.30. The first lesson FREE, then each lesson is 

£4. Those referred by their GP have their first six classes for 

FREE. Further information from Generation Games 01235 

849403. The Centre for Ageing Better, an independent 

charitable foundation, has published a report on the 

importance of such strength and balance programmes to 

reduce demands on A&E and social care which ‘can mitigate 

these risks, lower the chance of suffering a fall, improve 

energy levels, mood and sleeping patterns and reduce the risk 

of early death’. The report recommends that the exercise 

sessions be accessible and affordable.  

Remembering D Day 
The Royal British Legion in Chipping Norton is planning 

events to mark the 75th Anniversary of D Day and the 

Normandy Landings in World War II. A Service of 

Remembrance is planned for 6 June together with the 

installation of two commemorative benches at the War 

Memorial, a limited edition pin badge and a book telling the 

stories of the men from the Town who served during the 

liberation of France. The Legion would like to hear from 

anyone who has information on servicemen and women who 

took part. Contact stevekingsford@gmail.com or 01296 

780716. 

… and join a Swing Night 
As part of the ‘D Day’ commemoration – but on a lighter 

note – the Armed Forces Trust of Chipping Norton is running, 

on Saturday 8 June at the Crown & Cushion Hotel, a Swinging 

40’s Night with the Swingettes and their Jazz Band. Tickets are 

£20 and are available from Carol Peachey 07785 770812 or 

from West Street Newsagents. The fun starts at 7pm; finger 

buffet, raffle, 40’s dress welcome – prize for the best dressed 

couple, all proceeds to military and local charities. 

Open Week at Methodist Church  
Chipping Norton Methodist Church is launching a massive 

campaign to tell as many 

people as possible about 

Jesus. There will be an Open 

Week at the Church from 

Monday 29 April until 

Saturday 4 May. The church 

will be open each day from 

11am until 4pm. There will be 

a number of displays about all 

the activities that go on in the 

church, plus others from 

everyone who hires the 

church as well the Local 

History Society, U3A, 

Horticultural Society, Astronomy Group, Slimmers World and 

West Oxon WI. The culmination of these events will be a 

special service on Sunday 5 May at 11am to which everyone 

is invited. This will be led by Martin Hannant, who says, ‘Do 

pop into our church, opposite the Fox Hotel and the Town 

Hall, during our open week and see what we are about and 

why we love Jesus as our Lord and Saviour!’ More 

information from Martin on martinhannant@yahoo.com or 

643653. 

Strength & Balance exercise classes  can play an important part 
in preventing falls and keeping older people independent
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Sylvia Michaelides 1925–2019 
The News was sadened to hear of the 
passing of Sylvia – who was, for many 
years, a dedicated member of the 
Chippy News Team after it was 
restarted in 1999. Her friend Barbara 
Walters kindly wrote this tribute. Sylvia 

came to Chippy in 1998 and quickly 

became involved in town life, joining 

many organisations. In her early days 

here she was a key contributor to 

the organising and sewing of the Millennium Tapestry (now on 

view in the Town Museum). Then, with the Chipping Norton 
News Team, she took the lead in researching and writing, over 

five years, a monthly description of each panel eventually 

collected and published by the News as ‘The Tapestry Trail – 

Chipping Norton’s history in tapestry’. Sylvia was always 

ready to help out, always ready to deliver leaflets, stuff 

envelopes for The Theatre, take minutes for the WI, play 

scrabble at the Highlands Day Centre, and join in Women’s 

Probus. She was a long-term member of the local Labour 

Party, a lifelong Guardian reader, a powerful Scrabble player 

and a keen traveller. Sylvia trained as a physiotherapist and in 

1950 she decided to take up a post setting up a physiotherapy 

department in Nicosia, Cyprus. It was there she met her 

husband Michael Michaelides. In 1960 they returned to 

Britain, but even after moving to Chippy, Sylvia did not lose 

her love of travel, visiting such places as Venezuela and the 

Rocky Mountains. She was a person of great strength who 

was always willing to give her loyalty and energy to the causes 

she believed in.

Films at Churchill 
The next Screen by the Green movie at Churchill and Sarsden 

Village Hall on Saturday 13 April is First Man telling the riveting 

story of NASA’s mission to get the first man on the moon. 

Ryan Gosling as Neil Armstrong gives an outstanding 

performance as the thoughtful and intelligent space pioneer. 

Claire Foy is memorable as Janet Armstrong who, with her 

husband, experiences the tragedy and challenge of the years 

leading to the momentous event. Films start at 7.30; tickets £5 

pay on the door. For details and to book, ring Jackie on 

659903 or email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Learn some Wychwood Walling 

On Wednesday 15 May you can sign up to learn the ancient 

art of Cotswold Drystone Walling – with ‘toppers’, ‘hearting’, 

‘throughs’ and base stones. In the day-long event you will use 

local stone and local methods to gain experience with the 

tools and techniques necessary to build a drystone wall in the 

authentic Cotswold style. Please wear stout boots or shoes 

and bring gloves. All other tools and equipment provided. The 

event is at Foxburrow Wood, Milking Lane, Witney, OX29 

9UN. Parking available. Training course runs: 10-3 and costs: 

£35. Booking essential at www.wychwoodproject.org 07584 

262437.  

Jeryl Simmonds 1936–2018 
Born in Banbury and educated at 

Banbury Grammar School and 

Secretarial College, Jeryl joined the 

family business, Watts & Sons Seed 

and Agricultural Merchants. She 

enjoyed the seed side of the work and was instrumental in 

enlarging the business and selling out to an international 

company. Marrying Graham in 1962 and moving to 

Chipping Norton she opened The Playpen, selling children’s 

clothing, toys, wool and haberdashery until retiring. She 

was an active member of the Choral Society and leaves 

two daughters and five grandchildren. The family would like 

to thank all those who have expressed sympathy and those 

who attended the funeral. Also, to the staff of Katharine 

House Hospice and the doctors and nurses at Chipping 

Norton Health Centre. 

Joan Hannant  
The family of Joan Hannant would like to thank everyone 

for their kind words and messages of sympathy following 

the death of their mum on 7 March 2019. Many people will 

remember Joan as a commerce teacher at Chipping 

Norton School back in the seventies. Others will have 

benefited greatly from the Slimming Clubs she ran at the 

Town Hall. Joan was well known in the Town and did much 

charity work, particularly for the Hospital League of 

Friends and for the Carers Group. Her passing at the great 

age of 93 was calm and peaceful. Anyone wishing to make 

a donation in her memory for the Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team can do so via AL Sole, Funeral Director. 

Martin Hannant 
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EASTER TIME

Life has a habit of being unpredictable, with its up and downs, 

twists and turns. There are pivotal moments, where events 

change and determine the course of our lives.  This could be 

meeting a new partner, starting a job, having a 

child, experiencing a significant loss or trauma. 

One way or another, these events shape us and 

our lives.   

Whether these things occur by accident or 

design, or regardless of how significant we think 

they are at the time, we become the sum of 

these experiences. They make us who we are 

and can determine our path for the next season 

or indeed our whole lives. 

However, the one thing that we can never 

do is go back and start again, however much we 

may wish we could. We cannot turn the clock back to change 

the circumstances, or reverse our actions, but rather we live 

with the consequences. There is no ‘undo’ button in life.  

What’s past is past, what’s done is done. However, in a very 

real sense, the past is always with us. We carry the burden of 

it, our lives bear its mark, our present shaped by the failures 

and successes, decisions and actions of ourselves and others. 

At this Easter time, Christians around 

the world celebrate the resurrection of 

Jesus – who lived, died and rose from the 

dead two thousand years ago.  On that first 

Easter Sunday morning, a new day dawned 

and with it the possibility of a completely 

fresh start for us all. Jesus’ death and 

resurrection mean forgiveness by God, 

bringing freedom and healing from the past 

and a fresh sense of hope and purpose for 

the future. Billions of people through 

history have come to know this risen Jesus 

for themselves. If you are interested in a completely fresh 

start or just want to know more, why not come along to one 

of the churches in the Town this Easter to celebrate with us? 

Happy Easter! 

EASTER SERVICES 

Community Church at Glyme Hall 
Palm Sunday 14 April: 10.30am Family Worship  

Easter Sunday 21 April 11am All Age Service 

(10.30am for coffee)  

Holy Trinity (Roman Catholic) 

Maundy Thursday 18 April:  7pm Mass of the Last Supper 

Good Friday 19 April:  10am Stations of the Cross 

3pm Solemn Liturgy of the Passion 

Holy Saturday 20 April: 11am-noon Confessions  

8.30pm Vigil Mass of Easter  

Easter Sunday 21 April:  11am Mass of the Resurrection 

Methodist Church  
Good Friday 19 April:  9.30am Service  

Easter Sunday 21 April: 11am Easter Service – Family 

Communion. Bring a flower to decorate     

the Lenten Cross  

St Mary’s (Church of England) 

Maundy Thursday 18 April: 10am Communion in the 

Parish Rooms 

Good Friday 19 April: noon-3pm Reflections on the 

Cross ~ St Mary’s Church 

Easter Sunday 21 April: 5.45am Sunrise prayer on hill 

above Chipping Norton (5.30am depart from

Parish Rooms)  

8am Holy Communion, St Mary’s Church 

9.15am Holy Communion ~ St James’ Chapel         

Over Norton 

10.45am  Family Celebration with Communion ~      

St Mary’s Church 

Baptist Church 

Easter Services times TBC – details on Facebook    

& the Church noticeboard nearer the time 

A Fresh Start  
Paul Meathrel of the Community Church has written this year’s Easter Meditation

Easter family fun 
Suggestions for children and families this 
Easter holiday 

Batsford Arboretum Easter Bunny Hunt 6-

28 April 9-5pm £2.50 plus Arboretum 

entrance fee. www.batsarb.co.uk 

Birdland – Bourton-on-the-Water, 6-28 April. Easter trails, 

quizzes, daily egg-themed shows, some real hatching of real eggs! 

www.birdland.co.uk 

Blenheim Palace – Woodstock. Traditional fairground, dressing 

up tent, Punch and Judy, Carnival Birds walkabout. 19-22 April 

www.blenheimpalace.com 

Chipping Norton Theatre – Easter Workshops, a Play in Two 

Days, 8-9 April (for 5-7 & 8-12yrs) plus Dance Days, see 

www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

Chippy Stage School – workshop from The Greatest Showman 

10-12 April  10-4pm  Enstone Parish Hall. 7-18 year olds For details 

and to book ~ email lizeason35@yahoo.com 

Cogges Farm – Witney. Hunt the Great Easter Nests 6-22 April, 

10-5pm. www.cogges.org.uk 

County Museum – Woodstock Eggstraordinary crafty drop-in 

workshop, decorate dinosaur eggs and make a nest. 18 April 2-4pm. 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum 

Cotswold Farm Park – Guiting Power. Lambing from 16-28 April 

www.cotswoldfarmpark.co.uk 

Cotswold Wildlife Park – Burford, ‘CotsWild Explorer’ activity 

Egg-themed trail 1-30 April for ages 6-11. 

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 

Fairytale Farm – Chipping Norton. 6-22 April: Mother Goose, 

pet the rabbits, decorate egg-shaped cookies, and more. Easter 

weekend 19-22 April, Meet Easter Bunny and Golden Egg Hunt. 

www.fairytalefarm.co.uk 

Waterperry Gardens – nr Oxford. Easter Bunny Hunt 1-24 April 

10-5.30pm. www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 



18

Wonderful venues a
For four days th

wonderful faciliti

Methodist Chur

core Festival par

ACE Centre will 

offering the best 

town at the v

run pop-up 

(pictured). Ev

raises mone

Centre! ChipLit

run entirely by

volunteers, from the Town and around, who help, including the Com

drivers, ushers, venue hosts and even Chippy’s firecrews (pictur

who every year help to put up the flags and bunting.

ChipLitFest co

Bookmark your diaries! Chipping Norton
literary runs 25-28 April. Director Jenny D
well known faces, and an array of writer

lifeblood of the

Discov
One Festival delight is to spend an hour in unexpected co

story of a lost rescue dog and meet Wolfy the lurcher (

analysed by graphologist Emma Bache, (Sunday April, 3pm),

Vinegar Cupboard, Saturday 5pm) 

(Friday 8pm). Meet inspiring tea

Oxford discover their voice th

homelessness and her husband’

Raynor and her agent also join 

lifewriting and how to get star

Benjamin and Vybarr Cregan-Reid

two young bloggers, Laura Denni

and have fun in a Bangladesh kitc

a close-up of the smaller elem

flowers on Sunday 1pm. 

Having a laugh 
Jo Brand is the biggest name on the Festival’s comedy bill – appearing at the Theatre on Saturday evening irreverently discussing her memoir Born Lippy. Tickets sold out long ago, but those missing out can try ‘having a laugh’ at the Methodist Church at lunchtime on Sunday with three experts tingling our funny bones. Lissa Evans is a screenwriter and author whose Old Baggage is the story of an ex women’s suffrage 

campaigner. Brian Bilston is Twitter’s most famous poet and his Diary 
of a Somebody is published in June. Nina Stibbe made her name with 
her letters home to her sister while working as a nanny to a literary 
editor in London. Dear Nina was subsequently made into a successful 
TV series. 

ACE children’s programme 
There are plenty of treats in the children’s programme. 

Fans of grumpy Mr Gum – though heaven knows why he 

has any, because he hates children – can join his creator, the 

ridiculously funny Andy Stanton, at The Theatre on Saturday 

morning. Expect helpless laughter and horrible singing! 

There’s something for all, from tiniest tots to adventurous 

pre-teens. The youngest can bring their favourite cuddly 

toy to Chitra Soundar’s storytelling session, while older 

siblings can enjoy TV presenter Ade Adepitan reading from 

his exciting adventure book Battle of the Cyborg Cat. Other 

favourite fictional friends include Varjak Paw, detectives Hazel and Daisy, and 

Molly the Moth. Not to mention pirates, moon missions, giant vegetables, deep 

sea creatures, dinosaurs and dinner ladies. An inter-galactic family Planetarium 

spectacular in The Theatre on Sunday morning promises sound, light and a 

journey through space.  

Why not come along – and enjoy Chippy at the same time. See www
Chipping Norton Health Centre, Russell Way and a

Jenny Aston at Silver Apples Photography

Food faddist bloggers 
Laura and Eve

Big issues 
ChipLitFest keeps it 

topical with anti-Brexit 

campaigner Gina Miller 

(Rise, Sunday 3pm).              

Ex-Guardian editor Alan 

Rusbridger discusses his 

Breaking News on 

Saturday 4pm. 

 

Journalistic thrillers 
John Simpson draws on his life as the BBC’s 

world affairs editor for his spy thriller 

Moscow, Midnight. Friday 6pm.  

Security correspondent Frank Gardner’s 

second novel features M16 agent Luke 

Carlton. Sunday 1pm.  

Jim Al-Khalili, presenter of Radio 4’sThe Life Scientific discusses 

his apocalyptic thriller Sunfall and all things quantum physics in a 

pre-festival event on 16 April. 

will be selling all the F

a pop-up bookshop

Centr

Pop up Boo

Simon Freeman

Emma Freeman

Photo: Kay Lockett
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Norton’s annual celebration of all things 
enny Dee is delighted to welcome many 
writers, poets and thinkers who are the 
of the Festival. 

Crime Wave 
Festival favourite and best-selling crime 

writer Clare Mackintosh shares anecdotes 

about her Cotswold Family Life on Sunday, and 

later talks to three debut writers including 

Harriet Tyce whose legal thriller Blood Orange 

has been optioned by producers of TV’s 

Bodyguard. For budding writers, Nicci French 

and Ambrose Parry reveal to Festival patron 

Mark Billingham how they jointly write their 

thrillers in The Theatre on Saturday at noon. 

While in the Methodist Church, the Festival’s regular New Voices 

slot hears from three diverse and promising writers; Candice 

Carty-Williams, Elizabeth Macneal and Anne Youngson. For spine-

tingling gothic drama, writers Michelle Paver and Jess Kidd on 

Friday discuss their novels Wakenhyrst and Things in Jars. If you 

are more interested by real-life crime, forensic scientist Angela 

Gallop will be uncovering startling scientific evidence in When 

the Dogs Don’t Bark. (Saturday at 2pm). 

coveries 
cted company and learn something completely new. Try the 

her (Lost Dog, Theatre, Thursday). Or have your handwriting 

 3pm), get a taste for aperitifs (Friday 8pm) and vinegar (The 
y 5pm) and encounter Fierce Fairytales with poet Nikita Gill 

ring teacher Kate Clancy who helped refugee children in 

oice through poetry. Raynor Winn tells how she faced 

usband’s terminal illness by wild camping in The Salt Path. 

o join one of six practical workshops covering journalling, 

started. Our modern lifestyle is examined by writers Marina 

gan-Reid on Saturday at 2pm. Take on the food faddists with 

a Dennison and Eve Simmons, in Eat It Anyway (Sunday 10.30) 

esh kitchen with MasterChef finalist Saira Hamilton. There’s 

r elements of nature such as hedgehogs, honeybees and 

Art & History 
The world of art provides the Festival with a new theme this year. 
Paintings expert Philip Mould from TV’s Fake or Fortune will be in 
conversation with Amy Orrock, the curator of Compton Verney, about its 
new exhibition Painting Childhood on the Friday evening, while Jane Jelley 
uncovers Traces of Vermeer, the story of the famous Dutch painter’s mysterious techniques, on Saturday afternoon.  

Historian guests span the ages, from broadcaster Natalie Haynes’s story of the Trojan War, as told from a female perspective (Sunday 3pm) to Kate Williams’ tale of two queens, Mary Queen of Scots and Elizabeth I (Rival Queens, Saturday 2pm). The very popular Afternoon Tea in the Town Hall, provided as ever by the Tea Set, will have a royal flavour this year as social historian Adrian Tinniswood reveals five centuries of court life in Behind the Throne. Saturday at 4pm.  

www.chiplitfest.com. Box office 01608 642350. Free festival car park at 
and a free bus from there daytime at the weekend. 

Director Jenny Dee with this year’s programme 

ll the Festival books at 

okshop at the ACE 

Centre. 

Bookshop

The Life-Changing  Magic of Numbers Bobby Seagull, from University Challenge and Monkman 

and Seagull’s Adventures, promises to make maths fun 

for all the family at The Theatre on Saturday 12 noon.  

Jenny Aston at Silver Apples Photography

Lloyd Mann

Jenny Aston at Silver Apples Photography



20

THE ARTS

The Theatre 
Panto tickets on sale in April This year’s Panto is a take 

on the classic tale of Puss In Boots. Set in 1950s East London 

it’s a fast and furr-rious adventure full of daring escapes, 

ruthless robberies and spectacular car chases as King Rat and 

his rodent gangsters wreak havoc in Albert Square! A family 

friendly show with the Theatre’s usual sumptuous costumes, 

great original music and daft theatricality. Performances run 

from 13 November to 12 January. Tickets go on sale early, 

with Friends Booking from 1 April and General Booking from 

the 8th – details www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

PS You need to book your EU27 ticket in person or call Box 

Office on 642350. Please bring an item with you when you 

book, or on the night if you book by phone, which celebrates 

where you are from. One ticket per event, subject to availability. 

Concerts and music 
Lionel Sainsbury Concert 5 April 7.15pm for 8pm 

Chadlington Memorial Hall. This local and internationally 

acclaimed pianist and composer gives a concert in aid of the 

Memorial Hall. Works include pieces by Bach, Rachmaninov, 

Schumann, Ravel and Chopin as well as his own work. The 

concert will be preceded by a reception with wine and soft 

drinks. Tickets: £15 (£7.50 concs) from 658857.  

Chipping Norton Choral Society 6 April 7.30pm 

Deddington Church. Hear the sound of drumming, chanting, 

electric guitar, Muslim call to prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, frogs 

croaking, the sound of thunder and rain, ladies ululating and of 

course classical choral singing in celebrated local composer 

David Fanshawe’s African Sanctus. Tickets £15 available on 

the door, at tickets@cncs.org.uk, by phone 07988 233299 or 

from Jaffé & Neale in Chipping Norton and Eagles in 

Deddington. Anyone interested in supporting choral music 

and performing arts can become a Friend of Chipping Norton 

Choral Society. To learn more email friends@CNCS.org.uk. 

Dean & Chadlington Festival Spring Concert 12 April, 

7.30pmTown Hall to raise funds & advertise the Festival which 

runs from 18 to 21 July. Performers include world renowned 

artists Craig Ogden (classical guitar), Richard Coxon (tenor) & 

Quentin Hayes (baritone) plus other special guests. Tickets on 

the door but advance purchase advised ~ £15 (u19s free) via 

email: boxoffice@chadlingtonfestival.org.uk or tel: 658857.  

Adderbury Ensemble 13 April 7.30pm  Town Hall Chipping 

Norton. Brahms Clarinet Quintet in B minor, op115 

Adderbury Ensemble Quartet (directed by David Le Page) 

with Fiona Cross (clarinet). Tickets £15 on 07711 606996, at 

Jaffé & Neale or on the door. 

Burford Singers 14 April 7.30pm Church of St John the 

Baptist  Burford Brahms: Ein deutsches Requiem and Vaughan 

Williams: Five Mystical Songs Orchestra. For further 

information and to book visit www.burfordsingers.org.  

Kingham Singers 11 May 

7.30pm Kingham Primary 

School. Centenary Concert 
Celebrating 100 years of the 

choir and supporting charities 

including Kingham Primary 

School Music Dept. Tickets from 

Choir Members, Kingham 

Coffee Mornings, Kingham 

Stores or Linda Sale on 658647. 

CRAG Sunday Tea Concert 12 May 3pm Memorial Hall 

Charlbury. Baroque flute and recorder player Rachel Beckett, 

accompanied by harpsichordist Alastair Ross (postponed 

from March). Full details at www.charlbury.info/events/5682. 

Another concert series is planned for the autumn. Details in 

future editions of the News. See Clubs p28 for more about the 

Charlbury Refugee Action Group. 

Chipping Norton Amateur Operatic Society 16-18 May 

7.30pm* The Theatre.‘With a little bit of luck’ you already 

have your tickets for CHAOS’s next production of My Fair 
Lady. The cast includes Debbie Radley, Kieran Keeble, Martin 

Hannant, Ryan Souch, Andrew and Marion Greenfield. 

Direction by Pat Lake and music by Cristen Russ. All those 

very well-known songs: Wouldn’t it be lovely, The rain in Spain, 

I’m getting married in the morning, I could have danced all night, 
On the street where you live and many more. Rehearsals are 

going very well. Tickets are going fast so don’t leave it too late. 

Tickets from Theatre Box Office on 642350. (*Matinee 

2.30pm 18 May) 

Bledington Music Festival 4-7 June 7.30pm Bledington 

Church. Bella Tromba brass quartet, Albion (string) Quartet, 

ZRI Quintet. Visit www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk for 

details. Tickets also at Jaffé & Neale. More next month. 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Get ahead and read the  
Literary Festival 

Authors 
In stock now 



21

THE ARTS

The book scene 
Clare’s Cotswold Family Life – Number One Sunday Times 
bestselling author, Clare Mackintosh, way back, was our local 

Police Sergeant and helped found ChipLitFest. She’s now sold 

over 2 million books worldwide and is back at the Festival on 

28 April talking about her latest book A Cotswold Family Life – 

based on eight years of regular columns she wrote for 

Cotswold Life about the ups and downs of life with a young 

family in the countryside. From keeping chickens to getting 

the WI drunk, from longing for an Aga to dealing with nits, 

Clare opens the door to family life with warmth and humour. 

She has donated the £10,000 book fee to the Silver Star 

Society of which she is Patron which provides specialist 

support for high-risk pregnancies at the John Radcliffe 

Hospital. Clare has talked about her own first hand 

experience of the care provided by the JR’s Silver Star Unit. A 
Cotswold Family Life is on sale at Jaffé & Neale, together with 

the recently published paperback edition of Clare’s latest 

crime novel Let me Lie. She also talks to three new young 

crime writers on 27 April at 4pm in the Methodist Church as 

part of ChipLitFest. 

Tales from the Bookshop – Local 

writer MS Clary has contributed three 

short stories to this new anthology. She 

is a member of the Walton Street 

Writers, who meet regularly in Oxford. 

Prompted by the sight of so many 

homeless people sleeping rough in the 

city, they published an illustrated 

collection of short fiction to raise money for charity.  Last 

Christmas they were able to present Crisis with a cheque for 

£300. Tales from the Bookshop is available from Blackwells, 

Oxford. More information at www.msclary.co.uk 

Art workshops and events 
The Arts Society Cotswolds 10 April 11am Warwick Hall  

Burford. Next lecture: The Beauty of Frames with Julia Korner, 

covering a brief history of frames and how they developed 

across Europe, influenced often by the prevailing architectural 

style. It looks at how they are constructed and conserved and 

how a frame can transform a painting to its best advantage. 

The talk closes by looking at the materials and tools of the 

workshop and the techniques that have survived the tests of 

time. Non-members welcome (suggested donation £10).  See 

www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

LET’S DRAW Art Workshop 26 April 10am Sandys, Bull Hill 

Chadlington. For anyone who wants to enjoy a day of drawing 

of any sort. Different from the previous workshop, this starts 

with some quiet breathing and gentle movements to ease us 

into the process. If you haven't drawn for ages, have never 

drawn, or just want to have a dedicated day, then this is a great 

way to get back into it with many fun approaches for ideas 

and playing with different media. As the day goes by we can 

interpret what we see around us, work from a photograph or 

artist's image and use our imaginations.  Email 

mary.knowland@gmail.com for details. 

Weekly art classes  Local 

artist Nigel Fletcher runs 

weekly classes in oils and 

watercolours for beginners 

and those just needing to 

hone their skills. Fancied 

learning but too frightened to 

start? Don’t worry, a friendly 

expert is at hand to help! 

Nigel will also supply 

materials for the first session 

so you don’t need to invest in 

paints until you’ve tried. Nigel 

demonstrates the techniques, 

building up the painting in stages, and usually you can come 

away from the class with a rewarding finished picture. Oil 

classes run from 9.30am-12pm and watercolour classes from 

1.30pm-4pm every Tuesday in Sibford Village Hall. Also on the 

first Saturday of the month oil classes in Shutford Village Hall. 

More at cotswoldsketchbook.blogspot.com 

2019 Oxfordshire Artweeks  Returning in May are three 

weeks of viewing and buying art with the chance to  visit 

open studios, meet artists and learn about their skills, in 

towns and venues across Oxfordshire – all for free! First 

week is Oxford City (4-12 May), second week South 

Oxfordshire (11-19 May), and lastly North Oxfordshire 18-

27 May including Chipping Norton and the surrounding area. 

More of local studios and artists in next month’s News. A 

booklet with full details of all  venues and artists is available 

in libraries, shops, galleries, the Town Hall and elsewhere. 

Some local areas produce their own Artweeks Trail Guides 

to help visitors plan their routes round venues on their days 

out. Some artists open their studios while others form a 

group exhibition in venues such as The Theatre, Great 

Rollright Village Hall and Chippy’s Town Hall. See 

www.artweeks.org for all the artists and venues. 

Clare (left) pictured recently at the Silver Star Unit
Heythrop Church ~ Nigel Fletcher
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LOOKING BACK

Long term Chippy resident Gordon Brown (international car 

designer and Chippy Shuttle Bus founder!) was on BBC1’s The 
One Show in February telling the strange tale of a real ‘class 

wall’ he lived with, when growing up in Aldrich Road, 

Cutteslowe in 

Oxford. The actual 

wall, built right across 

the road in the 1930’s, 

separated the Council 

houses (where 

Gordon lived) from 

the ‘posh private 

houses’ built by 

developer Clive 

Saxton. Saxton’s wall 

was to shield the 

private development 

from the apparently unsavoury view – aiming to make his 

houses more attractive.  

As a young lad Gordon played football on his road with 

his mates, kicking against the wall and its makeshift goalposts. 

However, balls kicked accidentally over the wall (with spikes 

on top!) could be retrieved only by a 11/2 mile walk round the 

dangerous northern ring road to get to the ‘posh’ houses. His 

One Show appearance was with others from ‘his side of the 

wall’ but it wasn’t all bad as, he said, ‘we had the access to the 

river Cherwell and the pub, we all got on well and played with 

the kids from the private houses while we were at school’. 

The BBC ended up showing only 15 seconds from Gordon – 

focusing more on negatives including kids catapulting stones 

at the posh kids on the other side! 

To Gordon's knowledge this wall, whilst legal, was rare 

back then as an example of class divide. It stood from 1934 

right through to 1959 but was then knocked down under an 

Act of Parliament 

when Gordon was 

just 8 years old – he 

is pictured here in 

the front with a 

group of his school 

mates let off school 

for the great event. It 

had previously been 

partially knocked 

down (but re-erected) first by a disapproving council in 1938, 

and then by a Canadian tank in the Second World War. All that 

stands there now is a commemorative blue plaque. 

Intriguingly, The One Show’s recent interest was sparked by 

some 2018 road resurfacing which strangely stopped at the 

line of the old wall and still left the council house side rough 

and potholed. So posher folk may still getting a smoother 

ride! 

Tales of our ‘class divisions’ 
Are we still ‘divided by class’, including here in Chipping Norton? First, Chippy’s Gordon Brown 
looks back at the ‘class divide’ he experienced as a boy in Oxford. Second, we retell the story 

of the 1877 row about changes at St Mary’s Church – with strong tones of ‘us and them’. 

Last month the News reported St Mary’s Church’s plan to get 

rid of the wooden pews and introduce flexible seating – 

opening up the Church even more to the whole community. 

Back in 1877 there was another successful church re-

arrangement – this time aimed at  the 

excess displayed by the Town’s wealthy 

or land-owning elite – the private 

family pews in the Church were 

dismantled after a democratic town 

vote. For the first 1400 years it had 

been ‘standing only’ for Christian 

worshippers, but then wealthier 

families – wanting to sit and be private 

– started paying for their own box 

pews often with doors, curtains, 

kneelers, tables and sometimes even 

fireplaces. Deeds of rental could be passed down generations. 

As more box pews appeared, the poor were crammed into 

smaller spaces at the back. 

This had happened in Chippy – but on 26 April 1877 the 

Vicar, Rev Francis Harris, addressed a crowded and turbulent 

parishioners’ meeting in the Town Hall. His proposal was to 

get rid of these elite seats and galleries – allowing every 

citizen wanting to worship ‘a sitting’. A full report of the 

meeting in the Oxfordshire Weekly News reveals strong views, 

cheering and hissing both for and against. William Bliss Snr 

(himself a Baptist) supported the motion – railing against 

‘those hideous and frightful pews’ and pleading for comfort 

and convenience for all. There were strong objectors – some 

with vested interests – including associates of Col and Mrs 

Dawkins from Over Norton who had 

helped fund new pews 40 years 

earlier. Col Dawkins, a keen 

Protestant (unlike Richard his famous 

atheist descendant today!) warned 

against the changes saying, ‘to mix up 

classes is mock humility, desired by 

none and a hindrance to the religious 

service of all. Introducing open seats 

would go against the custom of 

privacy and ownership!’ 

A town poll was called for the next 

Friday, with 293 voting in favour of the alterations and 207 

against. Church doctrine had always supported the change – a 

court judgment in 1612, confirming a decree of the Synod of 

Exeter in 1297, had declared that a church ‘is dedicated and 

consecrated to the service of God, and common to all 

inhabitants’. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus tells wedding feast guests to 

‘go and sit in the lowest place’, and wait for your host to offer 

you a better place. He ended ‘for everyone who exalts himself 

will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

St Mary’s in 2019 seems to be pursuing the same principles. 

Chippy’s Church divisions cause town vote

Gordon tells of that ‘class wall’ 

St Mary’s with the ‘new’ late 19th century pews

Top: The wall being dismantled  
Right 8-yr-old Gordon &  friends view 

the ‘other side’
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SPORTS NEWS

CN Bowls Club  
The Club hosted its 

first open singles 
championship which 

was a great success. 

They applied the 3 set, 

singles format made 

popular on TV and 20 

members competed 

throughout the day 

until two men and two 

women reached the 

semi-finals, proving that 

this is a truly gender 

neutral sport enjoyed by 

the young and ’not so young’. Semi-finalists, after a number of 

hard fought matches, were Shane Cooper, Julie Singer, Shirley 

Crick and David Leighfield. After two well balanced semi-finals 

with some wonderful bowling, Julie and David emerged as 

finalists. This was their fifth game of the day and fatigue 

became a factor with the younger player, David taking the cup, 

winning in two straight sets. 

DIARY DATE  Saturday 4 May Outdoor Section Open 
Day from 1pm. We are looking for another good summer – 

the green is in good shape and members are keen to get 

outdoors. New members or anyone interested in trying 

bowls are welcome to come along on the open day. Call: 

Roberta Jarvie 643556 or Val Harris 658201 for details. 

Counties update 

The 2018-19 competitions of the Oxfordshire Indoor Bowls 

Association are reaching the final stages with Chipping 

Norton players doing well. Chippy’s Martin Shepherd & David 

Leighfield have reached the Singles Semi-Finals. Martin is also 

a semi-finalist in the Triples. In the Over 60’s age competitions, 

John Cox of Chipping Norton (winner three years ago) has 

reached the Singles Final. A Chippy victory in the Pairs is 

certain as both semi finals involve Chippy players: John Cox 

and his partner John Benfield in one with Chippy’s Percy 

Hickman and John Hurren in the other. 

Leisure Centre update 
Squash 101 Leaders’ Course – 20 April 
Squash is a great sport but participation is declining. It’s time 

to act! Squash England is running a 3-hour Squash Leaders’ 

Course at the Leisure Centre on Saturday 20 April to 

promote Squash 101. This is an alternative way to play the 

game – it’s fun, inclusive and easy to get started. For booking 

and further details visit www.englandsquash.com/courses or 

email coaching@englandsquash.com 

Calling (slightly) sporty Over 55s! 
Do you wish exercise could be fun? Do you still play sport for 

fun and wish you could perhaps take it a little further to a 

friendly competitive level? Well, now’s your chance, because 

charitable social enterprise GLL.org is looking to recruit 

players to represent West Oxfordshire at their annual Club 

Games in Reading on Friday 17 May in Badminton (mixed 

pairs); Table Tennis (mixed pairs); Short tennis (mixed pairs); 

Pickleball (mixed pairs); Walking football; Walking netball. You 

would compete against teams from other areas that GLL 

operates outside London. A small charge per participant will 

apply but will not be more than £5. If you have any questions 

or would like to register your interest, please contact 

GoActive@gll.org 

CN Rugby Club 
Well perhaps it had to happen! After twelve straight victories 

this season our 1st XV were finally beaten 22-26 in the Berks, 

Bucks and Oxon Championship by second placed Abingdon in 

a hard fought 13th game – unlucky for some! However the 

team remain top of the table and there will be no let-up in the 

fight for the title. A week before, that the team travelled to 

Dorset to play Lychett Minster in the RFU Junior Vase 

Competition (pictured). The team came away with a huge 97-

5 victory and will now play Gloucester side Old Cryptians at 

home on the 16 March. This national knockout competition 

culminates in a final at Twickenham, the home of English Rugby, 

so can they go all the way?  

Our minis and juniors will face Shipston, Oxford 

Harlequins and Evesham amongst others in March and then 

enter the County age group festivals in April.  

 The Club is delighted to welcome QCR Recycling, 

MyPower, Owen Mumford and Windrush Valley School as new 

and renewing club sponsors. Keep up to date via the Club 

website at http://chippingnorton.rfu.club 

Graeme Williamson 

CN Town Football Club 
Only a couple of games to report on for February. On the 16th 

Chippy beat FC Mills 4-3 in the supplementary cup. A much 

improved performance than in previous weeks with goals from 

Rocky Burton, Darren Bridge and Peter Rafferty with a brace. 

Unfortunately, as is becoming the norm for this season, a 

victory was followed by a heavy defeat 5-0 away to Wootton. 

The injury list hasn’t got much better and players have been 

away but we go into March with renewed optimism as both 

Open Singles semi-finalists l-r Shane, 
Julie, Shirley and David
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those issues should improve.  As always anyone wanting to get 

involved with the Club from an on or off the field perspective 

please contact Dominic Rickard on 07810 307213. 

Chippy Swifts  
The annual Swifts Soccer School is back for its FOURTH year 

starting on Saturday, 27 April. If you have a son or daughter 

aged 5-7, of any ability, who is eager to get involved in a local 

football club – then look no further...! Swifts' Soccer School 

runs every Saturday morning 9-10am, getting young children 

into football in a safe, engaging and fun environment with the 

aim of creating a new Under 7 team in time for the 2019/20 

season. Each session is run by two or more qualified coaches 

already actively involved with the Club, as well as, on occasion, 

helpful young volunteers from our current teams who are 

looking to begin their path into coaching. Sessions cost just £2 

a week and take place at Greystones – our home – on 

Burford Road, OX7 5UY. 

For details or to confirm a place, either message the 

Club's facebook page or email our Chairman, Martyn 

Clements (gmmc@btinternet.com). Alternatively, just turn up 

at Greystones on the 27 April, kitted up and ready to go...! 

 Martyn Walsh 

Chadlington Ladies Football Team 
The team is looking for new players (adults over 16) to join 

this friendly club to play in the Thames Valley Women's League 

on Sunday afternoons. They have an FA qualified coach and 

currently train on Monday evenings at the Kingham Hill 

astroturf pitch. Email chadlingtonlfc@gmail.com if you'd like 

to know more. 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
Congratulations to the 17 swimmers 

who competed at the Counties in 

January and February and achieved some 

great results. Matthew Edmonds won 

two golds in 100m and 200m Freestyle 

and four other top eight finishes, while 

Emma Andrews collected six medals. 

Congratulations also to our other 

medalists Ellie and Imogen Lawrence, Joe 

Barnard and Eva Darby. Thank you to all 

who made the journey to compete in 

the relays which are always late in the 

evening but bring the session to a great 

end. Congratulations to Matthew, Emma, 

Rebecca Hoadley and Ellie Lawrence 

who have already qualified for the Swim 

England South East Summer Regionals in 

May. Good luck to our other swimmers 

who still have a chance to qualify at the 

Luton, Gloucester and Maxwell meets. The Club’s Spring 

Club Championships is at the end of April and we hope many 

swimmers will take part. Any keen swimmer aged 8-108 who 

wants to try swimming competitively should email 

membership@4ssc.co.uk for more information.  

Philippa Upton 

CN Cricket Club 
Youth Section: The start of the season is getting closer! 

U11s, U13s and U15s start training nights on Friday 19 April 

to practise before the competitive season starts. The U7s and 

U9s start on Friday 26th. We are a friendly club with 

competitive teams in four age groups and a thriving beginners’ 

section. If you wish to join, have any questions or need a 

membership form please contact the Youth Coordinator Sue 

Powell via bloxhamsue@aol.com 

April will see the Club getting ready for League action 

which starts in May. We will transfer to outdoor nets at our 

ground, hope to arrange a friendly practice game and also plan 

a work day to prepare the ground for the season. I am a bit 

concerned for our ground in the longer term, with possible  

development on all three sides ie: the probable 100 houses in 

the field nearest the Town, future possible development nearer 

the London Road, and then finally we have learned that the land 

nearest the garage out of Town has been sold to a developer! 

Graham Beacham 

Sport in Brief 
Motor Racing – Alice Powell told the News: The next set of 

assessments for the W Series is at the end of March in Spain. 

If I get through, it means a place on the grid for the 2019 

season in the W Series. I am also working with Ella Stevens, a 

young up and coming talent in go karts – Ella lives across the 

border in Gloucestershire. 

 

Matthew & Emma 
with their medals

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Horticultural wonders & wild flowers 
Horticultural Association members and friends, enjoyed a 

very interesting and lively talk at their February meeting. 

Timothy Walker showed colourful pictures illustrating A Blaze 

of Glory: Making your Garden Colourful in Autumn. Everyone 

left feeling enthused about getting out in the garden now that 

spring is here. 

In March, Mike Howarth, a volunteer from the Arboretum, 

shared with us the Wonders of Westonbirt, while on 17 April 

we welcome back Sue and Sue to tell us more about the Wild 

Flowers of the Cotswolds. We meet at 7.30 in the Methodist 

Church Hall. Members are reminded that subscriptions are 

now due – these can be paid at the April meeting or sent direct 

to the membership secretary, Emma Bayley. New members and 

visitors always welcome. Details of our programme and 

summer days out can be found on our website www.cnha.uk 

or from the secretary Eileen Forse 643275. 

Chipping Norton Parent Pals 
We have been overwhelmed by the 

response to our new support group for 

parents with children suffering with 

mental health, ASD, depression and 

anxiety. Feedback from parents and 

professionals is that this group is very 

much needed. We have had some great 

speakers: the January speaker was Lyndsy 

Doyle a counsellor from the charity APCAM, then in February 

we welcomed the Corporate Parenting Manager from teh 

County Council and representatives from Camhs and the SPA 

(Single Point of Access) team. Sessions are on the last Tuesday 

of the month in the Upper Town Hall 7-9pm. The March 

meeting on the 26th will be a talk from Alison Grey of Calmer 

Kids about how to identify the signs of stress and anxiety in 

children and a discussion of relaxation techniques and self 

help. Then on 30 April, Helen Care, a clinical psychologist from 

A Confident Start, will be talking about anxiety and how to 

help your children cope during stressful times.  

We would like to thank the Town Council for use of the 

Town Hall, Cllr Hilary Biles for her support, Sainsbury’s for 

refreshments and all the volunteers who help make this all 

possible. For details email: CNparentpals@btinternet.com 

Clare Percival and Mickey Busby   

Support for Amnesty  
Apart from monthly meetings, we have regular events to 

promote and support the work of Amnesty International. 

Street collections are held in Woodstock, Witney and here in 

Chippy. Also, we will have a stall at Chipping Norton Town 

Festival on Sunday 30 June and our annual bookstall under the 

Tolsey in Burford on 13 July. If anyone wishes to help at any 

of these events, without attending meetings, do contact us; we 

would love to hear from you. A big Thank You to everyone 

who supports us in various ways! Each year we send a cheque 

to Amnesty International and we have managed to collect 

£1000 in the last financial year, part in thanks to Angela 

Simpson, a member of our group and long-term Amnesty 

supporter, who passed away recently and requested a 

collection for Amnesty at her funeral. Next Meeting: 7.30pm 

Lower Town Hall Thursday 11 April. All are welcome, FREE, 

contact Val on 645036 for further information.  

Kaye Freeman 

CLUB NEWS

WOWI Show the Love  
West Oxfordshire WI has had a 

busy time recently. We have our 

usual meeting in St Mary's Parish 

Rooms every 3rd Monday of the 

month; in addition our craft 

group has been making green 

hearts to put on our tree to 

'Show the Love' for our planet 

and our concern over Climate 

Change. The tree was given to St 

Mary's Primary School for pupils 

to use in their projects on the topic. Our walking group had 

a lovely sunny walk followed by Saturday lunch in Whistlers. 

We were treated to an inspiring talk with slides from Robin 

Smitten of CN Amateur Astronomy Group at our regular 

meeting in February. The clouds were kind and disappeared 

from the face of the moon to allow us a good view through 

their powerful telescopes. 

We are working with the PPG at their Saturday events in 

the Town Hall, 'Living Better', by providing the refreshments. 

We also continue our Tea, Cake and Chat in the Methodist 

Church, 2-3.30pm on the first Sunday of the month. Six 

members are attending the Oxfordshire Federation 

Centenary Annual meeting at the Kassam Conference Centre.  

Hilary Dix 646228 

What do local Lions do?   
With the help of our sponsors and supporters we give 

Electric Mobility Scooters to medically deserving individuals 

and need to hear if any of our Scooters are not being used. 

We can then collect them and have them serviced ready to 

help someone else. Mobility Scooters need to be used, with 

the batteries discharged down to the red warning light or low 

segment on the gauge and then fully charged, not just topped 

up after every use. Our fundraising has enabled us to install 

and maintain four life-saving Defibrillators in the Town.  

We have started our fundraising for 2019, so please look out 

for Easter Baskets instead of the usual Easter Eggs. The Baskets 

will be for all the family, For details and more pictures visit our 

website www.chippingnortonlionsclub.org.uk. We are producing 

a Quiz with a closing date of 30 September so there is all the 

summer to work it out. There are sections about Chipping 

Norton past and present, some general knowledge questions and 

1986, which was the year our club was Chartered. Lions are open 

clubs for people who want to give service to their Community 

and to do this we need like minded people, so if you are 

interested please contact our President (641121), Past President 

(646003) or Secretary (730263) for further information. 

Liz Nason 
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Astronauts of Cape Horn 
In February author and sailor 

Nicholas Gray told Chipping 

Norton Yacht Club about the 

eleven extraordinary sailors who 

had rounded Cape Horn alone by 

the time twelve men had set foot 

on the moon. Why compare 

these? In both cases rescue was 

impossible, and getting home 

uncertain. When wondering 

where to look for potential 

astronauts NASA considered 

deep-sea divers, circus 

performers and sailors – before 

choosing Forces people already on the payroll. 

Nicholas took us through pictures of iconic vessels, and 

steely-eyed men who’d completed this feat, from Al Hansen in 

1936 through to Bill King in 1973. In between some of the 

intrepids are household names (Francis Chichester, Robin 

Knox-Johnston, Chay Blyth) others, like Bernard Moitessier, 

are known to us sailors, and some even we would have 

struggled to name. Nicholas knew many personally and had 

interviewed others, and had insights to share. Rounding the 

Horn is scary, with winds and seas creating what for many 

would be some kind of hell. One famous astronaut spoke of 

‘one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind’. For those 

who go to sea, rather than space, there's no greater step than 

rounding the Horn. 

For our programme of talks and to book visit cnyc.co.uk. 

Roger Backhaus 

Breast Cancer talk at Over Norton WI 
Over Norton WI hold their meetings on the third Thursday 

of the month starting at 7.45pm. On 18 April Catherine 

Sparks will be talking about Breast Cancer Awareness. Learn 

about early detection, diagnosis, risks and prevention. This is 

an important topic and we would welcome visitors to join us 

at the Over Norton Village Hall. ONWI has a great selection 

of speakers and activities this year – why not come along. We 

were all very inspired by Jane Abbot’s talk in February on 

alpacas and the amazing things that she did with their ‘fluff ’. 

Contact Lesley 642690 for details of our programme. 

Frances Buckel 

Welcome at Late Spring in Chippy 
The Late Spring (bereavement) Group is facilitated by Age UK 

Oxfordshire and meets in the upstairs room at Highlands on 

the 2nd and 4th Friday of the month 10-11.30am. We are a small 

group of men and women 60+ and welcome you to come, 

meet us and see what you think. It’s a relaxed meeting with 

chat over coffee and cake. Sessions aim to be restorative and 

informative. We meet with others who have lost a loved one 

and therefore understand and can offer valuable comfort and 

support. Often it is easier to talk to others in the same 

situation whilst sometimes, it can be painful or avoided with 

family and friends after a time. People come along at different 

times, some may come at two months post bereavement, 

whilst others may come along two years after their loss. 

There is no right or wrong, it’s about how life is for you as an 

individual. Some people might find coping with jobs a spouse 

did in the home or living alone hard, whilst others who have 

lost a different loved one may struggle and ache with other 

painful things. We look to the future without forgetting - 

remembering good times and memories and laughter, being 

able to talk and feel listened to. Being listened to can be really 

important and helpful. The fact that these groups grow, 

demonstrates this. We now have 17 Late Spring groups across 

Oxfordshire. In the West we have Witney, Burford, Milton 

under Wychwood and Chipping Norton.  

Call Age UK Oxfordshire office and speak to Helen on 01235 

849 434 or call Joan Douglass on 07827 235453 or email 

latespring@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk for more information. 

Joan Douglass 

Forthcoming events at Probus 
As well as the regular lunch meetings with speakers, Probus 

has outings which help foster the friendships which are an 

important aspect of the Club. Currently being planned are 

two summer outings: a trip on the 

Gloucestershire/Warwickshire Steam Railway in June and a 

visit to the Aerospace Concorde Museum in Bristol in 

October. Nearer to hand, our new President, Martin Williams, 

will be installed at a special lunch on 3 April, with our regular 

meeting at 11am at the Crown & Cushion on 16 April. Visit 

www.chippingnortonprobus.com or call David Megson on 

645382 for more information. 

Food foraging – the armchair guide 
This year NOOG have  

been focusing on the 

6- and 8-legged 

visitors to our gardens, 

enhanced by Sue Dodd 

and Sue Smith’s 

beautifully illustrated 

insights into the world 

of butterflies and 

moths at our March meeting. Knowing which butterflies 

appear when and which nectar plants attract them makes 

butterfly spotting a rewarding pastime. Our next meeting, 

on Wednesday 3 April, will put human-attracting plants in 

the spotlight when Liz Knight, who runs food foraging 

workshops and wild cookery courses in Herefordshire, will 

enlighten us on the many wild plants we can harvest from 

the countryside. She also sells preserves, vinegars and 

drinks using wild flowers and foliage. ‘Food Foraging’ starts 

at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms. 

Everyone is welcome (members £1, visitors £3). For 

enquiries about N Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact 

Tracy Lean tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, 

www.noog.org.uk. 

Burford & Kingham Rotary  
We continue to raise funds for Charity. Following our Burford 

to Paris bike ride, we made a donation to Contented 

Dementia. We helped with marshalling at a charity dog walk 

in Cornbury Park in mid-March which raised funds for 

children with Type 1 Diabetes.  

Our regular programme of speakers has included a talk 

about the history of RAF Little Rissington in February while 

on 25 March, Joanne Hartley will speak about volunteering in 

Afganistan. Please email terry.a.best@btinternet.com for 

details of our activities.  
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Scouting out and about 
Beavers: Woodpecker Colony has had a busy start to the 

year. Three Beavers have moved up to Cubs, having achieved 

their Chief Scout’s Bronze Award (the highest award for a 

Beaver), and three new Beavers arrive. We are working 

towards our Adventure Challenge badge. The Beavers have 

learnt about the Green Cross Code and made pancakes for 

Shrove Tuesday.  

Cubs: recently 

competed in the 

District Swimming Gala 

at Bicester. Out of 13 

teams they came 

second overall and 

were the winners in 

the over 9-and-a-half-

year age group. Well 

done to George, 

Ambrose, Ethan, Tyms, 

Stan, Alex and Theo 

who all swam so 

brilliantly. The Cubs 

have had a Scrapheap Challenge and sleepover at the hut 

where they made model robots out of junk and watched a 

film.  

Scouts: The Scouts have been working towards the Farming 

badge by creating a vegetable garden. They have also been 

looking at the importance of getting enough sleep and a 

healthy diet. In May we are going to Survival Camp, so we are 

working on survival skills.  

Explorers: recently went to Scramm in Banbury to try their 

hands and brains in 

two Escape 

Rooms. They did 

very well with the 

rather laterally-

thinking tasks. The 

team, pictured, 

escaped from the 

bank vault with the 

cash and from the 

chocolate factory 

very quickly 

despite apparently being one of the most unfocused teams 

ever seen by the organisers. Thanks to Peach for the 

organisation. 

Chippy Folk Club springs into action 
A wonderful night at our March meeting at the Art Yard Café. 

Every month brings something different and it was fantastic to 

have so many new faces – and wonderful musicians – sharing 

the evening. A special welcome to Peter and Pen, long-

standing friends and leaders of the Club who have moved to 

pastures (waters!) new but were able to join us. It was super 

to see you both. Music, banter, harmonies and jamming along 

all night. What could be better. Thank you to all our talented 

performers. All are welcome when we next meet on Monday  

8 April at 7.45pm at the Artyard Café, Oxford Rd, Enstone 

OX7 4NF. Sing, play, recite or just listen. Visit 

www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for further information 

Rachel Chai 

History Society & Museum news 
The Local History Society’s programme of talks continues on 

the second Monday in the month until May in the Methodist 

Church Hall at 2pm. We have found this new afternoon time 

very popular so please do come and join us for a cup of tea 

and an interesting talk. April’s meeting on Monday 8th will be 

a talk by Tim Healey on The Green Man. 

Chipping Norton Local History Museum will begin its 

new season on Saturday 13 April. It will then open from 2- 

4pm on Mondays to Saturdays until the end of October. 

Come and find out about the history of your area or use 

our archives to trace your family history! We are constantly 

looking for people to man the Museum during opening 

times and would be interested to hear from anyone who 

would like to help, either on a regular or ad hoc basis. 

Please do get in touch by coming into the Museum. 

Jan Cliffe 

Chippy Labour Party 
It has been another busy month both politically and socially. 

We successfully encouraged residents to take part in the 

consultation about the Tank Farm development; we saw with 

dismay how amendments to the District Council Budget, that 

would have benefitted Chippy and District folk, were rejected 

by the Conservatives. We are looking forward to the Town and 

District Council elections on 2 May. Our St David’s day quiz in 

The Chequers was a great success. The Welsh theme was 

‘challenging’, many people confessed to having found out a lot 

about Wales – and what is Bryn Terfel’s surname by the way?  

Our regular (first Wednesday of the month, 10am in the 

Old Mill) drop-in opportunity to meet your two Labour 

CLUB NEWS

The winning entry in the Scrapheap 
Challenge being awarded the trophy.
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District Councillors was particularly busy on March 6. Issues 

raised included the Tank Farm development, homelessness, 

the lack of affordable housing and tree preservation orders.  

If you want to know more about Chippy Labour Party’s plans 

for working with you to improve our environment and 

facilities come along to one of our Saturday morning Street 

Stalls during April or please contact me directly: email 

chippylabour2017@aol.com or phone 07876 685417. 

Mike Cahill 

Flower Club’s Food for Thought 
At the end of February 

Elaine Stoner from 

Elaine’s Flowers 

entertained Chipping 

Norton Flower Club 

with several lovely 

demonstrations which 

took us to her 

favourite holiday 

destinations, and back 

home again for a cup of 

tea. April’s demonstration on the 25th is by Ann Anson and is 

entitled Food for Thought. For more information call Ann on 

683289 or email Elaine on snips59@iCloud.com. We meet in 

the Town Hall – doors open at 7pm for a 7.30 start. Visitors 

are always welcome at £4 per visit. 

Railway Club’s trips back in time 
On 5 March we enjoyed a return visit of Coventry Kid, Chris 

Youett, talking this time on Steam in North Wales. Rather 

aptly Chris travelled from Coventry to Banbury by train, 

bringing great slides and expert information. A surprise to see 

a local engine the Hook Norton Manor visiting the Welsh 

seaside resorts and Chris was even more surprised to be told 

that this engine’s nameplate is now owned by an enthusiast in 

Banbury.  

The first outing of the year on Sunday 19 May will be to 

the Kent & East Sussex Railway for their annual jaunt down 

memory lane. These popular events, with a strong flavour of 

WW2 are always very well enacted. We can expect taped 

windows, army vehicles, 40s music, NAAFI refreshment vans, 

evacuees, spivs, GI’s ‘got any gum chum?’, always a Churchill 

lookalike and much more. All visitors receive an identity card 

with their Rover ticket which gives unlimited train rides. With 

only a few empty seats at the time of writing, please ring me 

on 641586 if you are interested. The autumn outing will be on 

8 September to the Avon Valley Railway based in Bitton, near 

Bristol. A first visit for our Club. More details later.  

Two dates for your diary: on 2 April we look forward to 

another visit from Frank Banfield, with heritage films from the 

1950s, while on 7 May the speaker will be Chris Hone, with 

his talk ‘Along the Ironstone’. As always, a warm welcome for 

new members and visitors. Come along and join us on the 

first Tuesday of the month in the Town Hall at 7.30pm.  

Estelle Brain 

Shop and donate to MS Society 
Give as you 

Live is a way 

of donating to 

your chosen charity when you buy items on-line. We have 

now set up ‘Give as you Live’ to raise funds for the West 

Oxfordshire MS Group. It is a free and easy way to raise 

money for your favourite charity, just by shopping online. 

Once you've signed up, you can browse the website for the 

store you want to shop with. Click 'shop & raise' to go to 

their website, then continue to shop as normal. Give as you 

Live will email you within 7 days to let you know how much 

you've raised. The link to the site to sign on is 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/ Then in ’the chosen Charity‘ 

type in Multiple Sclerosis Society – West Oxfordshire or 

whichever is your chosen charity.  

Of course, living in Chipping Norton, I hope that you look 

to shop locally first as there are so many good shops here. You 

could then donate to charities by dropping your change in the 

collecting pot that sits on many counters. All charities need 

funding for the vital work they do, nearly all with just 

volunteers too. So have fun shopping and giving at the same 

time – please! 

For any information on MS; visit www.mssociety.org.uk or 

alternatively contact me: my contact details are; Tel: 01608 

645988 or email: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk 

Peter Branson 

CRAG helps refugees in Oxford  
Most of the money raised by Charlbury Refugee Action 

Group is used to support refugees abroad, mainly in France 

and Greece. However the final tea concert in the current 

series, which has now been moved to Sunday 12 May, will raise 

money for the Asylum Welcome hardship fund. This helps 

asylum seekers, refugees and detainees who have fled 

persecution and danger in their own countries and seek 

refuge in Oxford and Oxfordshire. Every unaccompanied 

child arriving in Oxfordshire is referred to Asylum Welcome 

– they help look after over 80 young people and provide a 

range of vital services. The hardship fund supports the 

increasing number of vulnerable asylum seekers in the city, 

many of whom are homeless and destitute when they lose all 

support and accommodation on turning eighteen. For further 

information on AW visit www.asylum-welcome.org/ and visit 

www.charlbury.info/community/88 or www.facebook.com 

/charlburyrefugee/ for information about CRAG itself. 

John Dunleavy

CLUB NEWS



29

SCHOOLS NEWS

CNAAG and Carol Hicks who gave up their time and shared 

their expertise to make these workshops so worthwhile.   

Sixth Form News: Year 12 students Ronan Kennedy, Neve 

Lloyd and Megan Kyte (all prospective medical students) 

recently spent a day at the Anthony Nolan Research Institute 

in London. The day involved a tour of the laboratories at the 

research centre. The centre carries out research into the use 

of stem cells to treat blood cancers. The tour demonstrated 

the process by which stem cells are transferred from donor 

to recipient.  The students found the experience very 

interesting and would like to thank the Institute for enabling 

the visit. 

CNS welcomes visitors from China: 38 students and five 

teachers from the People’s Republic of China visited school 

and were matched up with CNS students from Year 7-11 

during the school day. The visitors had a great experience at 

our school; seeing everything from lesson activities, break and 

lunchtime, school dinners, assemblies and lunch clubs. Our 

students impressed with their warm welcome and ability to 

give the youngsters from China a truly memorable week.  

Sports News: Our Year 7 students have had a fantastic few 

weeks in West Oxfordshire competitions. Our girls swam 

remarkably well in their gala held at Chipping Norton Leisure 

Centre. They finished in first place and will represent us in the 

County event at Radley School in July. The boys’ indoor 

athletics team also won their competition at Marlborough 

School and are now looking forward to the County 

competition at Oxford in April.  The boys’ rugby team also did 

well in their recent tournament. Paired with Wood Green 

School and Bartholomew School in the group stages, some 

outstanding rugby meant they scored a total of six tries while 

only conceding one. This ensured a place in the final against 

Burford School; the home team. They were very quick to start 

and, after conceding three tries, sustained pressure toward 

the end gave the team a deserved try which meant that CNS 

finished worthy runners up.  

 

Chipping Norton School 
Careers Evening: Over 400 students attended the first 

joint West Oxfordshire Learning Partnership Careers Event 

at Witney College. Sixty four companies (including Nielsen, 

Diamond Light Source, Siemens, Thames Water, Cotswold 

Inns and Hotels, Aldi, Abbott Diabetes Care, and the NHS) 

attended the evening, representing a wide range of career 

paths. Students were also invited to listen to talks on Post 16 

options, degree level options and apprenticeships. 

CNPS News: Over the last two weeks of Term 3 we have 

been pleased to host our Family Learning Workshops. We 

were delighted that all of the workshops were filled to 

capacity. Drama looked at pantomimes, their heritage and 

characters. During the workshop our families acted out a 

small segment of Cinderella, using costume and props, and 

then each group acted out their part creating a finished panto. 

We were delighted to be supported by Chipping Norton 

Amateur Astronomy Group (CNAAG) at our Astronomy 

workshop. Families learnt about the night sky and the 

universe and had the opportunity to use the CNAAG 

telescopes to observe the night sky. They also took part in 

classroom workshops led by teachers from the Science 

Department.         

Carol Hicks, our Extra Time Hockey Coach, taught 

families the basics of hockey; showing them some skills and 

tactics. This event was supported by Chipping Norton Leisure 

Centre who generously allowed us to use the Sports Hall.   

The Art workshop encouraged families to create a 

‘Partnership Tree’. Everyone created their own personal leaf 

to hang on the tree based on something that interests them 

(eg a pet, hobby, holiday). We now have our very own CNPS 

‘Learning Tree’, which we will display in school.   

We would like to thank all the staff from our Drama, Art 

and Science Departments, Robin, John and colleagues from 
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Holy Trinity Primary  
World Book Day: A wonderful collection of characters 

attended school on 7 March to celebrate World Book Day. 

Our school theme was Fairy Tales, with children exploring 

well known traditional stories. KS2 children also learned 

some less well known tales, and explored variations and 

modern versions of popular stories. Children from different 

classes shared stories and an assembly at the end of the day 

celebrated activities the children had done, with amazing 

performances including Revolting Rhymes, The story of the 

Gingerbread Man with actions by Year 2, and a lovely song This 

Bad Wolf by Reception Class. A great day had by all. 
Basketball: Holy Trinity children once again demonstrated 

their sporting prowess, at a basketball tournament hosted by 

Moreton Morrell College in Warwickshire. A mixed team of 

boys and girls from Year 6 won the tournament, playing four 

other teams. They played fantastically well, showing 

determination and excellent teamwork. Well done to all the 

children who took part. Thank you to the College for 

organising the event and transporting the team, and to Mr 

Woolley for his time and support for this event. 

Cadbury’s World Trip: Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed this topic 

enrichment trip. They developed their knowledge of the Maya, 

learning about their gods, clothing and pastimes and had a 

wonderful time finding out about chocolate: tempering it, 

writing with it, and, of course, eating it! 

Cotswold Wildlife Park Trip: Year One enjoyed a fantastic 

day out at the Wildlife Park. We toured the park and received 

a talk about African animals. We developed our knowledge of 

herbivores, carnivores and omnivores and learnt to classify 

the animals we encountered according to their features.   

Science at Kingham 
Hill: Year 5 children 

attended a Science 

Afternoon at Kingham Hill 

School, where they took 

part in Chemistry, Physics 

and Biology experiments. 

The class enjoyed 

watching, participating and 

developing their scientific 

thinking. The egg para-

chute competition was a 

particular favourite! The 

children were a credit to 

the School throughout. 

Sing Up Day: Holy Trinity enjoyed participating in the 

national Sing Up Day 2019. This year’s theme was about 

working together and making positive connections with 

others. The whole school learned the theme song One 

Moment, One People, and sang a beautiful rendition on the 

day, connecting with children all across the world. Children 

also enjoyed a carousel of singing activities throughout the 

morning, working together with children from all different 

year groups. A whole school assembly then gave the children 

the chance to demonstrate their singing skills, and celebrate 

the event together. 

Chipping Norton Music Festival: Holy Trinity pupils have 

rehearsed diligently over the last few weeks for their 

performances in the Chipping Norton Music Festival. The Key 

Stage 2 Choir which only formed in January had  learned 

three complex songs and sang beautifully to a packed 

audience and were thrilled to be awarded a Distinction. 

Woodwind and Piano pupils also performed to a high 

standard in their individual categories. Well done to all the 

children, and a big thank you to Mrs Clay and Mrs Payne for 

their support of pupils for this event. 
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St Mary’s Primary  
World Book Day: This is an annual event the children really 

love as it gives them the chance to dress up as their favourite 

book character. Mary Poppins was very 

popular this year! Teachers swapped 

classes and got to share a story with 

other children. Mrs Townsend read The 

Treasure of Pirate Frank by Mel Peet 

and Elspeth Graham to Year 5/6 whilst 

being dressed as a pirate! The children 

were lucky enough to go the Jaffé & 

Neale Bookshop to use their World 

Book Day vouchers to get one of the 

exciting books available this year. 

Chinese banquet: The Foundation class have had an 

exciting time 

learning about the 

Chinese New Year, 

including the 

setting up of a 

Chinese restaurant 

in the classroom. A 

highlight was the Chinese banquet where a group of us 

cooked and we all sampled the Chinese food. We tried spring 

rolls, prawn crackers, noodles, rice and soy sauce.  We even 

had a lesson on how to use chop sticks. We all went home 

feeling very full that afternoon! 

Outdoor learning: This term during our outdoor learning 

activities the children will be digging a fire pit, involving 

building, starting and maintaining a fire, keeping well within 

safety procedures or course! They will also be learning how 

to make an animal shelter/ as well as a shelter/home for 

themselves made from foraged branches, sticks, twigs, leaves 

and mud. This all incorporates personal and group safety, and 

helps promote individual skill learning and team work.  

Great Rollright 
Primary  
Pop Up Comedy Club Friday 10 May: 
We’re trying a new kind of fundraiser next month — a pop-

up comedy club! 2015 English comedian of the year Duncan 

Oakley will be the headline act at an evening of laughs 

organised by Flock Comedy and the Friends of Great 

Rollright Primary School. Tickets are available now — see 

advert below for further details.  

Other news since the last issue:  
Special Visitor: Our area bishop, the Bishop of Dorchester, 

led an assembly in school to recognise our excellent church 

school inspection last year.  

Book Week: We celebrated World Book Day with a new 

twist — instead of fancy dress, we all decorated plain white t-

shirts in honour of our favourite book. We also had a book 

fair and a book-themed Bake Off.  

Atomic Tom: We marked British Science Week with a visit 

from Atomic Tom the Scientist, who dazzled us with some 

exciting experiments.  

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all 

that we have to offer — including a free bus to Chipping 

Norton. Please make an appointment by calling 01608 

737202. 
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Bledington Primary  
Emmie and Leo report: As 

part of Science week, we 

are having whole school 

workshops from Science 

Oxford. We are also 

doing lots of science 

experiments in our own 

classes.  Last week Year 5 

were invited to Kingham 

Hill School to take part 

in a Science afternoon. 

We first went to the 

dining room and had an 

amazing lunch. The salad 

bar was delicious and 

because it was Shrove Tuesday we had pancakes with three 

different flavours! We were put into groups and went to the 

science department. In Physics we made helicopters which we 

dropped from a balcony testing the size of propellers. Then 

we made some divers and put them in bottles to test for 

pressure. Next we did some biology and a teacher 

demonstrated dissecting a sheep’s wind pipe and a lung. It was 

pretty gruesome but very fascinating. We used microscopes 

to look at water fleas’ hearts beating and peak flow 

equipment to test our breathing. In chemistry we did some 

experiments with oxygen, helium and nitrogen to see if things 

would pop or explode. At the end we made parachutes to 

test hard boiled eggs and raw eggs. It was a great afternoon 

and we got to ask lots of questions and find out loads of 

information about science. 

Kingham Primary  
On Tuesday 5 February, our U11 Mixed Hockey team took 

part in the West Oxfordshire Schools Sports Partnership 

hockey finals. Our young, enthusiastic team played very well, 

improving their level of play as the tournament progressed. 

Despite freezing weather and more experienced competition, 

the team persevered and were determined to give their best.  

It was a very exciting 

day for Years 1 and 2 on 

Thursday 28 February, 

Amazing Animals came to 

school bringing with them 

different animals. A salmon 

boa snake called Frank, an 

eagle owl called Bob, a blue 

tongue skink, a red rump 

tarantula and lastly two 

cheeky squirrel monkeys 

called Malcolm and Mitch!  

During this term, the 

children in Years 3 and 4 

have been involved within a 

series of golf lessons taught 

by Danny Phillips, the head coach from Chipping Norton Golf 

Academy. They have learnt the basics about how to ‘putt’ the 

golf ball, as well as participating in a range of fun and 

competitive style relays, in order to practise their new golfing 

skills. Giving the children a taster of a new sport is important, 

enabling them to find something that they can really enjoy, 

building confidence and allowing them to discover hidden 

talent independently.  
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Windrush Valley School 
They did it! A massive congratulations to our U11 girls’ 

Trampolining team 

who were pres-

ented with the U11 

Team Award by  the 

Mayor of Chipping 

Norton at the 

Annual Town Sports 

Awards ceremony  

in the Town Hall 

recently. The girls 

were nominated for their successes in both the individual and 

team events; winning Gold in the first round of the 2019 

British Schools competition.   

Well done to our cross country running team who 

took part in the Independent Schools Cross Country 

Regional Championships, Bedford, earlier this month. It was a 

new course and certainly presented some challenges! We are 

proud that we have a pupil from our Year 5 team, who has 

been selected to represent London North Region in the ISA 

Cross Country National finals at Rugby School in March.   

WOW!!  Each term we raise money, through our school 

house system, for a chosen charity. This term Cheviots 

organised an afternoon of whole school circuit activities to 

raise awareness and money for the NSPCC. This followed an 

informative assembly and workshop by an NSPCC 

representative. The children made a fantastic effort and have 

raised over £1000. Thanks to our staff for organising this and 

to the children for taking part with such enthusiasm. 

Kingham Hill School 
Kingham Hill 
welcomes local 
primary schools 
for Science Day: 
The School hosted 

a day full of Science 

for a group of 38 

local primary 

school children. 

The children, from 

Bledington and Holy Trinity primary schools, had the 

opportunity to experience and get a taste of what is taught at 

Key Stage 3 in the School's fully equipped Veritas laboratories. 

The day started with a number of experiments illustrating the 

properties of solid carbon dioxide (dry ice) when it reacts 

with water and acids and alkaline. The results were some 

impressive colour changes, plumes of gas and bubbles. Next 

pupils conducted experiments of their own. Some of the 

experiments the children got to try for the first time included 

measuring breathing rates and oxygen levels, using lit splints 

to test for gases and measuring the flight of handmade 

helicopters. Then they designed their own parachute and 

protection for an egg to be dropped from the Veritas balcony 

to see if it could survive the fall. The day concluded with some 

science-themed treats from our catering department, which 

included edible petri dishes and test tubes with chocolate for 

the children to take away with them as a reminder of their day 

discovering and learning more about gases. 

Sibford School 
Sibford School students step out for Cystic Fibrosis: 
Two Sibford students 

are walking 102 miles 

across three counties to 

raise money for the 

Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 17 

year-olds Dominic Mills 

and Henry Burton will 

set out on 6 April to 

walk the Cotswold Way 

from Bath to Chipping 

Camden. They will walk 

virtually non-stop and 

hope to complete the 

journey in around 32 hours. Dominic said, ‘The aim is to raise 

money for CF and also general awareness of the condition. 

Cystic Fibrosis affects more than 10,400 people in the UK. You 

are born with CF, you cannot catch it later in life, but one in 

25 of us carries the faulty gene that causes it. The CFT is 

working towards a brighter future for everyone with CF by 

funding cutting-edge research.’ 

Open Events: On 29 March, toddlers and their parents are 

invited to come along to enjoy a Stay & Play session with the 

Early Years Department. Come and help us plant a variety of 

produce in our school garden.  

On 3 May, Sibford School is hosting a Whole School Open 

Morning. Come and discover more about what Sibford School 

can offer children aged 3-18. For further details call Elspeth on 

01295 781203 or email admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk.  

 



34

LETTERS

No road through Memorial Wood 
I am writing as I was very concerned yesterday to hear there 

is a suggestion that the proposed new link road in Chipping 

Norton will go through the William Fowler Memorial Wood. 

This seven acre wood off Glyme Lane was planted by 

volunteers in 2001-2 as ‘a community wood for the 

townspeople to walk in and enjoy’ as the plaque at its 

entrance says. The trees are now becoming mature and it is a 

haven for wildlife and flowers with many people using it for 

exercise including dog walkers and the Green Gym (who help 

to maintain it). The native broadleaved trees number 

hundreds if not thousands. The land that it stands on is part 

of the William Fowler bequest to the Town and as such 

should have charitable protection. As a retired GP I know 

how important, not just exercise, but also having access to 

green spaces and trees is to our mental and physical health. I 

feel strongly we also owe it to our children and grandchildren 

to preserve this green space easily reached from the new 

houses we are building. Destroying it and replanting trees 

elsewhere could not replace the nearly twenty years’ natural 

evolution of this lovely wood. If there is a threat to this wood 

I am sure a great deal of protest can be mobilised but also 

that many people’s lives will be changed for the worse.  

Cathy Elliott 
Important Roman heritage 
Readers who have an interest in the history of our town will 

be grateful to Chippy News for publishing articles on our 

Roman heritage (October issue). We should also be especially 

grateful to David Eddershaw for alerting us to the impact the 

proposed Tank Farm development could have on the Roman 

site at Glyme Farm to the east of the Town. Prominent 

archaeologists to whom I have spoken are in no doubt about 

the importance of this site and it is therefore vital that we, as 

residents, support David's assertion (Feb issue, p19) that, ‘the 

Town should consider insisting that a full investigation is 

carried out here’. I intend to do just that by submitting a 

letter of concern to WODC, copy to the Town Council. May 

I, through your excellent newspaper, invite all residents who 

share this concern to make their views known before we 

lose something of incalculable value to the Town. 

John Metters 

Thanks for Mission support 
The Methodist March coffee morning 

and lunch, along with the penny jar, to 

support Val Fletcher on her trip to 

Cambodia with World Mission charity, 

raised an amazing £610. Thank you to 

everyone who supported in any way. 

Val is pictured telling us about her plans. 

Elaine Parsons 

‘Market’ stalls in vacant shops 
It occurs to me that with many vacant shop premises it 

would be a good idea if one of them could became a 

market. There could be five or six people who could run 

stalls in this market as part of their own co-op. It just needs 

one brave shopkeeper to offer such an opportunity at a 

reasonable rent and I am sure there would be various 

takers. Stalls could be run on a permanent basis with one 

maybe that could be manned weekly by a different charity. 

Martin Hannant 
Hospice thanks 
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our recent 

Salford coffee morning in aid of Katharine House Hospice. 

Thanks to your generosity and support we raised £1347.31 

while enjoying a friendly and sociable morning. A fantastic result. 

Mary Sutcliffe 

Benefits of understanding our history 
I know there is a need to attract more visitors to Chipping 

Norton and a focus is needed. There are several things that 

could be done, but there’s one that stands out to me. As I walk 

by the original site of the castle (down Church Lane - ed), I wish 

it could be turned back in time to how it would have been in 

the 12th century, when it was first built. It would have been an 

earth and timber motte-and-bailey fortification. As far as I know 

there are no existing examples around like this, and if 

archaeologists could be used to advise how to build one in an 

authentic manner, it would be wonderful. Would there be 

animals wandering around? I wonder how people cooked, 

washed... How did they create light? Would they have had 

flaming torches, rush candles? What were their weapons? I 

know the existing castle is now on privately owned land and I 

know there would be enormous complications getting this idea 

off the ground. I think it would even be worth looking at other 

suitable sites in the Chipping Norton area to use to get this 

idea moving. The Normans chose a particular site near a river, 

but there must have been other places they considered. A visit 

to the original site of the castle would always be encouraged, 

but how it might have been could be located nearby if needs 

must. To understand our lives in context now, we need to look 

somewhere else. The past is a good place to start. 

Arabella Cottrell 
 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.

Diamond wedding anniversary 
Congratulations to my parents Jean and Tony 

Carter 

who married 

on 7 March 

1959 at Little 

Compton. 

They lived in 

Chippy. Dad 

worked at 

Parker Knoll 

and Mum 

worked at 

Cotshill and was 

then warden at 

Churchill House 

until she retired. 

Many con-

gratulations from 

daughter Nikki and 

g r a n d - d a u g h t e r  

Josie. 
Nikki Grant 
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Police and Community safety 
NHW Action & Awareness Day – Don’t forget, 

the annual Neighbourhood Watch Action & 

Awareness Day is in Chipping Norton Town 

Hall on Tuesday 2 April from 12-5pm. Everyone 

is welcome. You can sign up to your local NHW scheme, 

speak to our Neighbourhood police team, get crime 

prevention advice, police-approved security devices and much 

more …. We hope to see you there. 

Clare Percival – CNNHW 

Police & Crime update 
The following reports are from local Police alerts and local press.  
Police and Action Fraud have received several reports 

where property rental scam fraudsters are claiming to be 

landlords of properties offered for rent online. Prior to a 

viewing, the suspect requests that the individuals pay a deposit 

and sometimes a month’s rent upfront, claiming that this 

money will be put into the Tenancy Deposit Scheme, and is 

therefore protected under government legislation. Don’t be 

rushed into this, check out any property and make sure, and 

only pay for goods or service by bank transfer if you know 

and trust the person. 

Telephone and doorstep scams are a big issue locally and 

nationally. Police warn against a whole 

variety of scams that often affect the 

most vulnerable. One recent crime, 

with offenders successfully 

prosecuted, saw 50 victims, ranging 

from 49 to 96 years old, across a range of towns, who were 

called on their landline telephone numbers and asked to hand 

over money. Offenders pretended to be police officers 

investigating a fraud at a local bank. Fifteen victims were 

persuaded to hand over money, with a total of over £200,000 

being stolen. In February eight men were sentenced in 

Worcester – four of them came from Chipping Norton and 

were given custodial and suspended prison sentences.  

Assault near Chipping Norton Town Hall on 17 February, 

around 9pm. Police are appealing for witnesses. A 30-year-old 

man was approached by two men and was punched, resulting 

in a cut eye. Anyone with any details which could assist the 

investigation should contact the 24-hour Thames Valley Police 

enquiry centre on 101 quoting the reference 43190051529, 

or you can make a report online. If you wish to remain 

anonymous, please contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.   

News from the Fire Station 
February saw our first 

‘Have a Go Day’ at 

Chipping Norton fire 

station for some time. This 

was widely advertised via 

social media and was a 

huge success, with several 

people now moving 

forward to courses for 

new recruits later this 

spring. The days are 

designed for anyone 

wondering what the role 

is like and if they could 

become a firefighter. The 

day included climbing a 

ladder and the wearing of our breathing apparatus, all 

designed to test your potential to take on a new and exciting 

role with the service. More photos of the day can be seen on 

our Facebook page. We are still actively encouraging anyone 

who wants to support our great team, to pop along to the 

station and have a chat. We train on a Wednesday evening 

and you could even have a go at our walking fitness test, you 

might surprise yourself! Please remember to keep safe and 

if you require any further fire safety in the home advice, 

please see our 365alive website or speak to one of the crew, 

who will be happy to arrange a visit.  

Simon Sumners – CN Firestation 
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April (News out Monday 25 March)  

2nd Neighbourhood Watch Action & Awareness Day 12-

5pm Town Hall - see p35 

Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p28 

3rd District Councillors’ Drop-in 10-11.30am see p8 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms  see p26 

U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - Graham Short - The 

Hands of Genius  

5th Lionel Sainsbury Concert in Chadlington - see p20 

6th Mayor’s Charity Dance - see p9 

Chipping Norton Choral Society Concert - David 

Fanshaw’s African Sanctus in Deddington - see p20 

Great Rollright Easter Market 9.30-12.30 - details p13 

Criminals & Crime Fighters in Churchill 
Exhibition opens at the Heritage Centre details 

www.churchillheritage.org.uk 

7th WOWI Friendship Tea Methodist Hall 2-3.30pm see p25 

Wild Food Foraging Walk - 3-5pm - see p12 

Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park  

8th Local History Society 2pm Methodist Hall see p27 

Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p27 

10th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist  

Women in Britain 

12th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 

Dean & Chadlington Festival Spring Concert 
7.30 Town Hall see p20 

13th Craft & Gift Fair 10am-4pm Town Hall 

13th Museum re-opens see p10 

Screen by the Green in Churchill - see p16 

14th Craft & Table Top Sale 2-6pm Churchill Village Hall 

15th Town Council Meeting 7.15 Town Hall  

West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p25 

16th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion see p26 

17th Horticultural Assoc 7.30pm Methodist Hall see p25 

18th Lido re-opens see p9 

Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall see p26 

Green Drinks 8pm Chequers  - see p11 

National Trust Assoc 2pm Broadwell Village Hall details 

659215 

20th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

25th Annual Town Meeting 7.30 Town Hall see p3 

CN Flower Club 7pm Town Hall see p28  

25-28 ChipLitFest see centre page spread p18-19 & also 

p12 for events at the Library. 

27th Scout Hut Official Opening 2.30 see p5 

Society of Recorder Players - details 683550  

29-4 May Methodist Church Open Week see p15 

30th CN Parent Pals 7-9pm Town Hall see p25 

May (News out Monday 29 April)  

1st U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - Great Ormond Street 

Hospital 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  Garden Visit  see p26 

2nd Town & District Elections see p3 

7th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p28

Safe Places is a new initiative in West Oxfordshire where 

businesses sign up for their staff to help any people feeling 

lost, vulnerable, frightened or 

disorientated whilst out and about. 

Vulnerable people are issued with a 

card (by the local authority) 

recording their name and address 

and who should be contacted if 

they need help. Participating 

businesses display a sign in their 

window. The cards are issued by the 

local authority and the scheme has 

a distinctive logo. Chippy’s Co-op 

Pharmacy is used by many for its 

friendly and helpful service and 

Pharmacy Manager, Yasin Jussab, has 

been keen to introduce new ideas, including Safe Places, 

making it ‘more than just a pharmacy’.  

Yasin, born and brought up in Coventry, qualified at De 

Montfort University, and worked as a pharmacist in the 

Midlands with Lloyds, Boots and Superdrug. He first came to 

Chipping Norton as a relief locum manager, fell in love with 

the Town and people – and immediately applied for the vacant 

full-time job. He says he had never been anywhere else in the 

country where the customers were so friendly and shop staff 

so helpful. Ideas such as Safe Places are key for him. Being a 

chemist shop means that a lot of 

customers have health worries 

either about themselves or people 

they are caring for and these 

worries can confuse, depress and 

worry them. Yasin wants anyone 

who feels they need a sympathetic 

and helping hand to be able to visit 

the store and have staff either help 

them or point them to the best 

support. He says that sometimes 

just a hug and a bit of reassurance 

is enough but if not, he has a quick 

route to the Health Centre for 

more advice. Finally, don’t forget for minor illnesses and 

worries the Pharmacy can be your first port of call for rapid 

and qualified advice – perhaps avoiding longer waits to see a 

GP. Over 40 West Oxfordshire establishments are now signed 

up to Safe Places which is currently being rolled out in 

Chipping Norton. To sign up to the Safe Places scheme, pick 

up a leaflet from the WODC One Stop Shop in the Guildhall 

or contact Jennifer Bennett at WODC on 01993 861000. 

 

LOCAL NEWS

Pharmacy offers a Safe Place

Yasin Jussab o f the Co-op Pharmacy pictured with  
WODC’s Cllr Norman MacRae 

Chipping Norton’s Co-op Pharmacy, along with Boots, has added another 
innovation to its friendly customer service by being one of the first Chippy businesses 
to sign up to the ‘Safe Places’ scheme. The News Team called in to the Pharmacy to learn more.


