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There was a buzz around town in  January when our 

new mini-shopping centre opened at Windmill 

Square. There was ribbon-cutting at M&S, with a long 

queue for free gift vouchers, and open doors at 

Mountain Warehouse, Pets Corner and Costa 

Coffee. It looks like good news for shoppers from 

Chippy and further afield. But the car park seems full 

most of the time – not necessarily with short term 
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News & Features in this issue:  
Town election – why not stand for Council? ~ The big Chippy Expansion – your views 

wanted ~ News from our MPs – present & past! ~ Meghan and Harry’s moves              
Football ground – Town Hall meeting ~ Where are they now: Lucy our ‘cabbage’ queen 

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools & Letters   

Congratulations to this year’s winners of Chipping Norton’s Sports Awards presented 

by the Mayor at the Town Hall. Well done to all – see more pictures on page 20.

10th Chipping Norton Town Sports Awards Evening

shoppers! Will all this be a spur for 

Chippy’s town centre shops? The 

Co-op supermarket has already 

sprung into action with membership 

drives, free coffee and lots of 

tempting offers.  

More on all this in our centre 
page colour spread ...

Shopping 
Shakeup
Chippy’s new retail park opens with 

customer queues & a packed cark park

Photo: Mike Tysoe
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What does the Council do? 
The Town Council has a long tradition of running Town affairs. 

Since the 1974 local government reorganisation it is ‘only’ a 

third tier body (County and District are 

the others). Nevertheless, it looks after 

important assets and services including 

the Town Hall and the War Memorial, St 

Mary’s closed churchyard, the Town 

Cemetery, Pool Meadow, three 

recreation grounds, Greystones sport 

and recreation facilities, flowerbeds, snow 

clearing and grit bins. The Town Council 

makes significant grants to voluntary 

bodies in the Town, reviews and 

comments on planning issues on behalf of 

the Town, and runs a Traffic Advisory 

committee, which has worked recently 

on speed limits. Its office provides (paid) 

administration support to the William 

Fowler Allotments and CN Welfare Charities. Councillors and 

staff also take an active role in town celebrations, festivals, 

special events and projects.  

A chance for future influence 
The Town Council is increasingly important. With other 

councils cutting services, our current Council has sought to 

do more.  A current annual spending budget, now up to 

£361,000, means an average £107.50 in council tax paid by 

Chippy households to the Twon Council. With important 

changes coming, the Council has developed a Neighbourhood 

Plan, joined campaigns such as on health services, and has 

actively represented the Town on controversial local planning 

of housing growth. Right now, detailed plans are being 

discussed for 1200 new homes, roads, a school, and 

employment. There is also a big opportunity to promote the 

Town and attract new businesses and visitors. Perhaps most 

importantly, significant money (several millions) will be 

coming to Chippy from the new housing – and the Town 

Council is likely to be given a direct role in spending 

considerable money for our benefit.  

An invitation from the Mayor 
Current Mayor Don Davidson is keen to welcome new 

members to the Town Council. He told the News, ‘All 16 seats 
will become available – an opportunity for new councillors to be 
elected, bringing new perspectives and opinions, something I 
personally feel would be no bad thing. If you feel you want to help 
shape the Town’s future please consider standing. Full Town Council 
meetings are held once a month, usually on the third Monday 
evening. I would recommend that if you are considering standing, 
you come along to the next Council meeting on Monday 18 March 
at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall to see how we 
operate. If you need more information, please get in touch with 
either a current councillor (see TC website for contacts) or the Town 
Clerk on 642341 or cntownclerk@btconnect.com’. 

Would you like to stand? 
With a busy future, our Town Council can always use 

enthusiasm and wisdom, as well as some managerial skills and 

experience to decide priorities and 

manage what could be a step change in 

responsibilities and spending. 

Candidates need to be over 18 and 

either registered as a voter in the Town, 

or work in the Town, or live within 3 

miles. Councillors’ time – a few hours a 

month – is unpaid, but members bring a 

range of experience perhaps from their 

full or part time work, or from active 

involvement in, and knowledge of, the 

community. You can be independent or 

(with agreement from a registered 

party) have party allegiance. Many 

parishes discourage party politics at 

local level. Nomination papers are 

straightforward and have to be filed by 4pm on Wednesday 3 

April. Find out more from www.westoxon.gov.uk or the Town 

Clerk. Sit in on a Council meeting and come to the public 

Annual Town Meeting arranged for Thursday 25 April, 

commencing at 7.30pm in the Town Hall. Chippy News will 

publish all candidate details before the election.

                         Joining our Town Council 
This year, on Thursday 2 May, all 16 seats on Chipping Norton’s Town Council are up 
for election for a four year term. Have you thought of standing? It’s voluntary, with no pay, but 

you can represent the Town and help shape our future.

Why become a Town Councillor? 
Councillor and former Mayor Jo 

Graves told the News, ‘I would 
encourage anyone who values living 
in this wonderful town of Chipping 
Norton to consider standing. I have 
been a Town Councillor for 20 plus 
years - an interesting and lively 
experience! True, it does need 
commitment (on average an hour a 
week) - but then that’s true of 
anything worthwhile. Looking back I 
can see how, as a Town Councillor, I 
have been in a position to support 

and develop the Town, whether it has been, for example, through 
creating a Town Appraisal some years ago, or setting out an 
agenda for the Town’s future, or seeing a more immediate result 
with improvements in the recreation play equipment or 
addressing traffic issues. What is true is that it gives an 
opportunity to make a difference.’ Jo, like many of our current 

councillors, brought work skills (in her case as a local 

teacher), and then experience from helping in a number of 

the Town’s community organisations. 

NB: Election for District Council – 2 May also sees 

elections to WODC.  Chipping Norton has three out of 49 

seats: Laetisia Carter (Labour), Geoff Saul (Labour) and 

Guy Wall (Conservative). Cllr  Wall’s seat is being 

contested. The deadline for nominations is also Wednesday 

3 April. See www.west.oxon.gov.uk for details 

Current Mayor Cllr Don Davidson with 
Mayoress Peta Simmons
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courts with expert legal advice could cost, say, £200,000, a 

sum not available to the club, even with local support. Any 

alternative criminal action – for example for fraud – would 

need police action, strong evidence and help from other clubs 

involved. Neither of these courses of action sounded hopeful 

– but the meeting concluded that a task group might be 

formed to try and pull evidence together. Glyn Jones has 

consistently refuted any allegations of dishonesty or illegal 

actions.  

A Wild Thyme had by all! 
On an otherwise cold and miserable Saturday in January, 110 

people packed into the Town Hall for an evening of fine food, 

dancing and fun in celebration of the 10th anniversary of the 

opening of Wild Thyme, the restaurant with rooms, in Chipping 

Norton’s New Street … and celebrate they certainty did! The 

evening started with a Champagne reception and some delicious 

canapés as Sally delivered a short speech reminiscing on the past 

10 years and thanking all their customers for supporting Wild 

Thyme. Guests were then treated to a trio smoked salmon, fish 

cake and crab tian starter, before the main course of local 

venison en croute. One of Wild Thyme’s core values has been 

championing local producers and other small businesses. This 

was apparent when it came to dessert, where Nick handed over 

the reins to Daisy Pratt of ‘Very Vanilla’ a new patisserie business 

based in Oddington. Daisy treated guests to a wonderful 

Indulgence Table packed with lots of delicious sweets topped off 

with a spectacular two-tier cake centrepiece. Huge platters of 

local cheeses were placed on tables and enjoyed by anyone that 

could still fit it in! Local five-piece band The Fuss provided the 

music and the dance floor was packed from beginning to end. The 

raffle raised £650 in aid of a great local charity ‘Step up for Alex’, 

which supports seven-year-old Alex Hutt’s journey towards 

independent walking. Chef proprietor Nick Pullen said, ‘It was a 

wonderful evening; a lovely opportunity to get dressed up and 

enjoy good food and fun with friends. We’ve had so many lovely 

messages and cards following the evening, together with several 

calls to make it an annual event, so watch this space’. 

Sally Pullen 

Pain for pickpocket 
A lesson for pickpockets!  Reader Martin Hannant told the 

News that on an early February Wednesday there were 

pickpockets about in Chippy. But when one such person tried 

to pick the pockets of a Hailey Avenue resident, well into his 

80’s, he got a big surprise. Martin reports that our very 

Chippy senior citizen ‘brought about his own punishment and 

very firmly landed a massive uppercut that Mohammed Ali 

Town Hall ’50s Dance 
Jitterbug or jive? On Saturday 6 April 

Chipping Norton Mayor Don Davidson 

and Mayoress Peta Simmons are holding a 

Town Hall Charity Dance with a 1950s 

theme, to raise funds for their chosen 

charities – Age Concern Chipping 

Norton and Dogs for Good. There will be 

live music with local group Cloud 9, a raffle, bar (provided by 

The Fox) and fish supper (from Arctic Fish Bar). Dancing from 

7.30. Last orders 11.30. It is hoped that as many as possible 

will come appropriately dressed to match the ’50s theme. 

Tickets £25 in advance from Town Clerk at the Guildhall; call 

642341 or email cntc@btconnect.com. 

Future of the Football Club 
Over 40 members and friends of the current Chipping 

Norton Town Football Club attended an open meeting in the 

Town Hall on 31 January. The mood was subdued and 

frustrated. The aim was to review the situation on what had 

happened at the old Walterbush Road ground and former 

football club. This followed the BBC Panorama programme 

about the wider dealings of private company Minotaur and its 

owner Glyn Jones, called in when Chippy’s old club ran into 

financial difficulty. In summary, a ‘financial rescue’ saw debts 

paid off and a new clubhouse built but all the valuable land 

assets, and subsequent proceeds from land sale to developers, 

stayed under the control of Glyn Jones. 

The BBC investigated and found at least 37 similar situations 

involving Mr Jones – working men’s, social and sports clubs – 

most with assets that were sold. The BBC found around 90% 

had complaints, many reportedly saying they were cheated or 

pressurised to sign deals with insufficient scrutiny of 

paperwork. Current Football Club Chair Tym Soper likened it 

on the TV programme to a ‘distraction burglary’. Copies of 

actual signed documents have remained elusive – but the BBC 

had found one signed document formalising the club’s assets 

transfer to ‘Chipping Norton Sports and Social Club Ltd’ 

which, it turned out, was a new company registered and 

owned indirectly by Glyn Jones. The abandoned pitch and land 

could well be sold by the private owners at some point for 

more housing development.  

The audience at this January Town Hall meeting, clearly 

unhappy about all this, heard that the new club committee had 

tried to investigate the legality of the sale, including whether 

legal conditions had been met, in the hope that there would 

be some redress, at least regaining in the use of the pitch – as 

the Team currently plays in Enstone. Much paperwork has 

been amassed looking for irregularities. But what could be 

done? The meeting was told there could be a case for legal 

action. But, apparently, to pursue anything through the civil 

The Wild Thyme team – past & present

A recent aerial view of the unused Walterbush Road pitch
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would have been proud of.’ There was damage to our local 

hero’s hand but the suspect made a very quick and painful 

exit. This story came the same week as The Times reported 

that an 87-year-old and his wife sat on a burglar for 10 

minutes to protect a valuable model railway collection until 

police finally arrived. It may not always be wise to take on 

assailants who may be more dangerous, but these miscreants 

were certainly seen off by brave potential victims.  

Recreation ground updates 
Chipping Norton Town Council has 

been trying to get our recreation 

grounds spruced up for the Spring. 

Down at New Street, local residents 

and users have hopefully noticed the 

new play equipment, including a zip 

wire which gives the area an extra 

dose of excitement for our 

youngsters. Pictured is one 

enthusiast going airborne on a fresh 

winter's day recently and screeching 

with delight. An impressive new gate 

has also been installed by the Town 

Council through which to enter the 

New Street recreation ground, all 

helping to smarten up the 

appearance of the place while maintaining safety and security 

for all its users. The Town Council has also taken on providing 

other recreation sites – including at the new Bellway housing 

development off Burford Road. The new equipment for this is 

on the way – due to be installed in June this year – not in April, 

as planned, due to the area still being used as a site store. 

…and wherefore those dogs? 
Readers – and particularly 

dog owners and users at the 

New Street recreation areas 

and football pitch – will have 

been following the Town 

Council’s challenge of 

balancing interests of dog 

walkers, children and leisure 

seekers. A year ago, 

complaints increased about noise, antisocial behaviour, and 

dogs pooing and ‘urinating on goalposts’ near children playing. 

Currently, dogs are banned from the small enclosed  little 

children’s play area but allowed on leads on the main play 

areas and pitch (see sign). A first plan by the Town Council to 

do something much more was to try new stricter byelaws but 

this was halted – ‘legally too complex’. Then, last November, 

the Council agreed a new plan to ban dogs totally from play 

areas and put a fenced off ‘dog walking’ area at the far rear of 

the ground beyond the football pitch. (See letter on page 34 

from one disgruntled resident) 

But the latest new news from the Town Clerk is that 

while this separate ‘dog walking area’, a long way from the 

road, is going ahead and being funded by the Council, dogs 

may still be allowed on leads on the main play areas and pitch. 

This seems to be because, ‘on taking advice’. the Council 

would find it difficult to impose a total ban as public footpath 

rights of way go across the whole area. So it looks like we are 

back to relying, as now, on dog owners obeying existing rules 

by keeping their pets on leads and stopping them making any 

mess. Enforcement may, as now, be a challenge.  

Helping our local homeless 
Homelessness, however 

temporary, is an increasing 

issue in West Oxfordshire, 

including Chipping Norton. 

WODC has several 

initiatives to help – 

including using bed and 

breakfast accommodation 

and space in rooms with 

agencies such as 

Oxfordshire Homeless 

Support. District 

Councillor Laetisia Carter 

told the News that ‘So called "sofa surfing" homeless young 

people is a growing issue in Chipping Norton. I met with five 

young people and a local charity, Homes4all, in the Old Mill to 

discuss the individuals’ personal circumstances and, more 

broadly, why this is a growing problem.’ Recently, the Witney 
Gazette reported tales of a homeless local 20-year old man 

offered accommodation miles away in Bristol.  

WODC are trying to up their game. A property in 

Chipping Norton’s Horsefair, newly acquired by WODC, is 

being converted into a five bedroom hostel with shared 

facilities and has a self-contained basement flat. In early 

February, a team from the Thames Valley Community 

Rehabilitation Company, which involves individuals serving 

sentences by working in the community, were there clearing 

the garden. Furniture will be provided from the Emmaus 

Homelessness charity. The whole move is designed to help 

prevent residents from being forced into bed and breakfast 

accommodation outside the District while a suitable longer 

term property is found. 

... & could Homeshare solve a problem? 
Another initiative which could work in Chipping Norton is by 

charity Homeshare Oxford. They run an innovative scheme 

bringing together older and younger people throughout 

Oxfordshire by carefully matching those seeking affordable 

accommodation with older people who have a spare room. 

You might, for example, let a young ‘homesharer’ use a room 

in exchange for help or companionship for up to 10 hours a 

week. Both parties pay a modest monthly fee to Homeshare 

Oxford to make the scheme sustainable. In Oxford, one 

recent young graduate, Eleanor used the scheme saying, ‘I 

wouldn’t have been able to stay in Oxford after graduating if 

it hadn’t been for Homeshare. Wendy and the whole family 

were so welcoming, it felt like home from home’. A 

Homeshare match can work in a crisis: Rosemary welcomed 

Andy into her home, and found the support and help 

invaluable at a particularly difficult time. Rosemary said, ‘Andy 

is such a thoughtful person. I find it very reassuring having him 

in the house, helping out with every day things. My IT skills 

have come on no end since Andy has been giving me a bit of 

training!’ For free and confidential information about 

Homeshare please visit www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/, email 

Homeshare@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or call 01865 410670. 

If you or a family member would be interested, why not get 

in touch? 

 Property Manager Chauncy Seed  
& WODC Cabinet Member Cllr 

Steve Good in front of the 
Horsefair property 
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No Council Tax for care leavers 
Any of our local young people who have recently left being in 

care will now be fully exempt from Council Tax until they 

reach 25. West Oxfordshire District Councillors unanimously 

agreed the proposal in January – which comes into force in 

April. At age 18 – after being under the County Council’s care, 

perhaps in foster homes – youngsters are on their own 

financially and The Children’s Society has been campaigning 

for more help. Aaron Miles, a 21-year old care leaver from 

Chipping Norton, was featured in the Chippy News recently as 

one of the few care leavers to get to higher education with a 

place at Ruskin College in Oxford. Aaron, recently chair of 

Oxfordshire’s Children in Care Council, said the change 

would provide a safety net for those who suddenly found 

themselves alone with no financial security. The WODC 

initiative was kicked off by Labour Councillor Rosa Bolger 

from Witney who proposed the original motion. Aaron then 

made a speech to the whole Council in support. Rosa said, 

‘Young people leaving care are some of the most vulnerable 

young people in our society, with over 62% of “looked after” 

children having been taken into care due to abuse or neglect. 

It was really important to me to work closely with Aaron to 

listen to his advice to ensure we shape this new policy to be 

as beneficial as possible to the care leavers, like him, in West 

Oxfordshire.’ 

Bus shelter on the way 
Bus users getting wet and windswept at the (now exposed) 

stop along Walterbush Road should be getting their new bus 

shelter soon. Chipping Norton Town Council, which removed 

the old shelter to stop youths assembling, is now replacing it 

after local protests. Deputy Mayor James Kitcher-Jones is 

putting leaflets though nearby doors showing the likely new 

design, asking for any comments. The cost of re-providing the 

shelter is in the Town Council’s spending budget for the new 

year starting in April, so hopefully it should appear soon. 

Meanwhile, at Chadlington’s village bus stop – as reported 

before Christmas – there is now a good stock of books on 

shelves in the bus stop itself for use by the community. A small 

number of classic Penguin books have found their way there 

from the extensive collection at the Oxfam Books and Music 

shop in Chipping Norton. The titles include Kes and books by 

Kafka and Graham Greene. The books are quite old but still 

in readable condition. So don't miss out on a chance to take 

a look and maybe take one home to read. There are many 

other books, covering a wide range of writers and interests. 

Bus users and Chadlington residents are free to take and/or 

deposit books at any time at this community facility. 

New 20 mph limits  
Oxfordshire County Council has now 

approved Chipping Norton Town Council’s 

plan to reduce speed limits in the centre of 

town to 20mph, as we reported last month. 

But when can we expect this to happen? 

Councillor Jo Graves, Chair of the Town 

Council’s Traffic Advisory Committee, told 

the News that New Street resident, Special 

Constable Milton Eldridge, had been a 

driving force behind this and had spoken to OCC officers. It 

seems that, even though the Town Council has the finance in 

place to pay for the work, there is quite a bit to do in 

providing the appropriate signage. It is hoped that existing 

street posts can be used, so surveys are needed, the Traffic 

Order needs to be made, and so on. Jo thinks it unlikely that 

we will see the new speed limits in place before early summer. 

As previously reported, public response in Chipping 

Norton to the 20mph zone raised concerns that the new 

legal limits would not extend to the roads outside and near 

the Town’s three schools, where safety remains an issue. 

Oxfordshire County Council, at the instigation of our County 

Councillor Hilary Biles, are partially responding to this by 

planning to put 20mph flashing ‘advisory’ speed signs up near 

the schools. These notices will not be legally enforceable but 

may help deter speeding. OCC are paying for this, through the 

‘community budget’ allocated to each County Councillor (6 

lights at around £2000 each – could cost £12,000). OCC are 

paying separately to upgrade an existing speed warning sign 

along Churchill Road. Hilary told the News that signs should 

hopefully be in place ‘by April/May’. 

Doubt over leisure facility 
Plans for a country leisure facility at Westfield Farm on 

Churchill Road near Chipping Norton have been put on hold. 

The planning application for a new house, three holiday lets, 

new stables, an events centre, a multi-function barn and a 

nature trail was withdrawn in January after it met some 

concerns. Planners at WODC questioned whether it 

Seeking a qualified, personable  

Lifeguard  

(aged 18+) who must be available weekdays from               
18th April, throughout May and June, and possibly 

onwards until September.                                   
Not a qualified lifeguard but free during the day and with 

strong swimming, practical and people skills? Get in 
touch, we may be able to offer training and qualifications. 

Applicants must be 18+, no upper age limit. 

Flexible hours, rate of pay on application. Please send 
your CV and a short cover letter to 

info@chippylido.co.uk by Monday 11th March. 
Registered Charity No. 1113869www.chippylido.co.uk

Cllrs Duncan Enright & Rosa Bolger with Aaron Miles
Photo: Rick Mellis
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complied with policy, the biodiversity officer raised issues and 

Chipping Norton Town Council objected strongly due to the 

change of use, and increased traffic. They said the area 

allocated for rearing red deer was too small. The future of 

these former livery stables is now unknown. 

How do you remove a crane? 
Yes – you’ve got it – with 

another even bigger crane! 

It’s all been happening up at 

the Trinity Road 

development site but 

hopefully that’s now coming 

to an end – to the delight of 

nearby neighbours, care 

home, health centre and 

school. Both McCarthy & 

Stone and the retail park 

seem to be almost 

complete. But those who 

fancied a quiet life up there 

will now be watching the 

parking challenges – the 

new shopping car park seems to be permanently full – maybe 

not all with eager shoppers and coffee drinkers! Watch out 

for continuous overflow in the side roads (Trinity Road, 

Russell Way and even the Hospital car park) until some time-

limiting parking enforcements are put into place. 

Thanks to John Osmond for the photo. 

A run on the carrot cake 
Just in case anyone doubts the power of celebrity 

endorsement and the media in the twenty-first century, this 

local story makes the point well. Following mention of the 

wonderful carrot cake on offer at Café de la Post in 

Chadlington – in an article in the Sunday Times (a reference 

made by a well-known motoring enthusiast who has a farm in 

the village), there have been visitors from far and wide to 

taste this local speciality. So much so that additional supplies 

had to be brought in by Chadlington’s version of Mary Berry 

to meet the demand. Chadlington’s website editor can 

confirm that the Café really does have the best carrot cake in 

the world, so make sure that you get yours while stocks last! 

For more information visit www.cafedelapost.com. Latest 

news is that the Café has been taken over by a new team who 

aim to continue running it unchanged – details next month. 

Salford Coffee morning 
A coffee morning in aid of Katharine 

House Hospice’s urgent bed appeal is being 

held in Salford Village Hall from 10.30-

12.30 on Saturday 2 March. Katharine 

House provides an invaluable local service, 

with 150 patients supported each year in 

the In-patient Unit. The Hospice aims to 

raise £28,000 by the end of March to buy four new specialist 

beds, each with an air-powered mattress. Do come along to 

Salford and help raise funds for this very worthwhile cause. 

What could be better than coffee/tea and cake with friends 

and neighbours on a winter morning? Cakes or seasonal 

produce will be very welcome for a 'Bring & Buy'! 

Lunch & laughs for Lawrence  
With spring on the horizon, why not celebrate by bringing 

people together for a friendly lunch at home or where you 

work – and support the Lawrence Home Nursing Team? It 

doesn’t need to be complicated, homemade soup is always a 

favourite and, of course, cakes! The perfect opportunity to 

catch up with friends and colleagues and chat over a meal. For 

your complimentary ‘Lunch for Lawrence’ pack, including 

paper invitations, card collecting box and simple recipes, 

please email fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org or 

telephone 684475. 

The Lawrence Team has also organised an evening of 

stand-out stand-up comedy to put the fun into this 

fundraising event. On Friday 26 April, The Memorial Hall in 

Charlbury will host four professional stand-up comedians for 

an evening of mirth and merriment. The evening will be MC’d 

by LHNT Ambassador, Ken Norman of Flock Comedy. The 

headline act is ‘Master of One-Liners’ Mark Simmons who 

won a place in Dave’s prestigious Funniest Joke of the 

Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 2017. Joining Mark will be Tom 
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Glover, President Obonjo and Aaron Simmonds. Doors and 

bar open at 7.30 pm. Showtime from 8 pm. Tickets £15 from 

www.lawrencehomenursing.org or www.flockcomedy.com or 

call 01608 684475.  

We are grateful to The Greedy Goose pub and restaurant 

at Salford Hill who are supporting the restaurant scheme in 

March. £1 at the end of your meal will be donated to LHNT. 

Verity Fifer 

Award for Chippy care worker  
Carolann Bird, 56, 

from Chipping 

Norton, has been 

named as Care-

mark’s ‘Care 

Worker of the 

Year’, a prestigious 

title which saw her 

overcome com-

petition from over 

4,800 other UK 

care workers. 

Carolann had been 

nominated having been Care Worker of the Month during 

2018, for her continued commitment to clients and her 

professionalism. Carolann works for Caremark West 

Oxfordshire & Cherwell – part of the national franchise 

organisation which provides many local care services. The 

award was presented at a black tie event in January which  

Carolann was unable to attend as she was hard at work, 

taking care of her regular clients. She was presented with her 

award in advance by Dinah Madelin, Managing Director of the 

local Caremark, and sent a video response to the event, which 

was screened to rapturous applause on the evening. ‘I can’t 

quite believe I’m Care Worker of the Year, but I think it’s 

wonderful and something to be very proud of,’ said Carolann. 

‘I used to be an electrical technician, but I was made 

redundant. Everyone told me I should be a carer because I’m 

always looking out for people, so I looked into local jobs as a 

care worker. I love it and can’t imagine doing anything else!’ 

Carolann has worked with Dinah and the team at Caremark 

for nine years. Dinah said, ‘Carolann is a true example of what 

a care worker should be – she is kind, conscientious, reliable 

and always willing to do that little bit extra for her clients.’ 

Leisure Centre’s new pitch 
Work on a new outdoor artificial turf pitch at Chipping 

Norton’s Leisure Centre is about to start. Contractor, S&C 

Slatter has been appointed to install the new sand dressed 

pitch which will replace the existing tarmac surface, now at 

the end of its life. It should be finished by the summer. The 

Centre is owned by West Oxfordshire District Council. Both 

Leisure Centre members and Chipping Norton School will be 

using the facility. An investment of £100,000 for the all-

weather pitch is substantially funded by a Section 106 financial 

contribution from developers Bellway Housing for the 

Cotswold Gate development on Burford Road. The funds will 

also cover new sports equipment to be used by Leisure 

Centre users. A further £10,000 of the same funding will go 

towards the gym improvements inside the Leisure Centre 

which will also receive £144,000 of funding from the Council's 

leisure facilities operator GLL Better.  

Screen by the Green 
The next movie at Churchill and Sarsden Village Hall is The 
Children Act on Saturday 9 March. This excellent film is based 

on the novel by Ian McEwan and stars Emma Thompson as a 

dedicated eminent judge in the High Court of England and 

Wales. With her marriage at breaking point, a case is brought 

before her involving the 17-year-old son of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses who is suffering from leukaemia and needs a blood 

transfusion to save him. Extraordinary, engaging, powerful and 

intelligent – Emma Thompson at her most brilliant. All films 

start at 7.30pm; tickets £5, pay on the door. For more 

information and to book, ring Jackie on 659903 or email 

screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Call a Referendum – then what? 
Our former MP and PM David Cameron promised his party 

and the country a referendum – apparently, according to the 

EU’s Donald Tusk, 

expecting never to 

have to keep his 

promise. But, with a 

surprisingly clear 

Tory majority at 

the 2015 General 

Election, he decided 

that the promise 

had to be kept. He 

campaigned to 

remain, lost, and 

resigned. Theresa 

May took up the unenviable task to deliver Brexit. Our 

former MP hasn’t been seen much in Chipping Norton since 

then. So what news? Those memoirs are finished (the press 

reported a near £1m advance), with the aid of a £25,000 

shepherd hut, for writing, at his Dean house, but publication is 

apparently being delayed until the autumn at least, to avoid 

‘interfering with Brexit’. Now another £25,000 shepherd hut 

has appeared at a newly acquired £2m holiday home at 

Trebetherick, near Daymer Bay in Cornwall. Meanwhile in 

January, The Times reported that he had been ‘annoying the 

neighbours’ in Dean because of prolonged building work 

including extensions and new garages. The Oxford Times 
reported residents complaining of mess and the work taking 

‘ages’. Now further changes are proposed to raise the height 

of boundary walls and install a sliding gate – perhaps to 

enhance security. But existing planning permissions are all in 

order and building continues. 

Meanwhile, Mr Cameron has been earning money with 

roles advising US electronic payments firm First Data 

Corporation, and as Vice-Chair of the UK-China Investment 

Fund, a firm that seeks to exploit opportunities for co-

operation between the two countries in technology, 

healthcare and manufacturing. In addition, paid speaking 

opportunities are offered through the Washington Speakers 

Bureau which calls him ‘one of the most global influencers of 

the early 21st century’ offering ‘experiences in leadership at an 

extraordinary and tumultuous time’. The Daily Mail calculated 

a rate of ‘£2000 a minute’ for a speech to Wall Street 

financiers. Mr Cameron also has unpaid roles as President of 

Alzheimer’s Research UK and Chair of the Patrons of the 

Carolann Bird with Dinah Madelin

Recently spotted in Private Eye
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National Citizen Service, which he described as his ‘Big 

Society’ in action. This £1.5 billion taxpayer-funded scheme, 

launched in 2011, encourages teenagers to get involved in their 

communities. Around £1 billion of planned funding is unspent.  

The former PM has no current role in politics – although 

before Christmas, The Sun reported him telling friends he was 

‘bored’ and ‘quite fancied being Foreign Secretary’. He 

recently told TV reporters he supported Theresa May’s 

efforts to secure a Brexit deal. This Week reports that the 

former PM is no longer entitled to enter Westminster, 

alongside 400 or so ex-politicians, because he failed to renew 

his security pass. In early February an Observer feature said 

our ex-MP was in reflective mood, ruminating about his legacy 

and how he can contribute in the future.  

Bledington’s new shop 
Building work has now begun on Bledington’s new 

Community Shop and Café which is right in the middle of the 

village near the primary school, within a 5-minute walk for 

most people in Bledington, and convenient for those in 

Foscot, Foxholes and other nearby villages. The Bledington 

firm Logue & Son Ltd has been appointed to construct the 

new building. Work will begin on site in the spring and the 

shop is planned to open by the end of 2019. The village lost a 

privately-owned shop over 10 years ago – a campaign saw 

funds raised within the village, including around £75,000 from 

a highly successful Community Share Offer during 2018. This 

has been supported by a £39,000 grant from the Cotswold 

LEADER programme plus help from charities including The 

Prince’s Countryside Fund, Awards for All funded by The Big 

Lottery, the Susanna Peake Charitable Trust, the Summerfield 

Trust, Charlotte Heber-Percy Trust and the Plunkett 

Foundation. According to the Plunkett Foundation, there are 

346 community shops operating in the UK, with a 94% 

success rate. For anyone interested in helping or finding out 

more contact Robin McCulloch via 

bledingtonshop@gmail.com. 

Friday night is bingo night 
Make a date for the next Friday bingo evening in Great 

Rollright on Friday 22 March – now a permanent village 

fixture. With a relaxed atmosphere, everyone is welcome – 

bring a group and have a laugh. Games run from 7.30pm to 

around 9.15pm. Bar, refreshments, and real cash prize pay-

outs. This is a non-profit-making event and all proceeds go to 

the Village Hall, Primary School and Parish Church 

development. Doors open 7pm. Future dates: 26 April and 31 

May. Eyes Down Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

End of The Norton Elm 
Last month’s letter 

expressing concern over 

the future safety of the 

magnificent Wych Elm 

tree on the Chestnuts 

site in Spring Street, 

reminded us of the tale of 

the Norton Elm, felled 

despite an outcry to 

make way for the current 

Town Hall. The Norton 

Elm is commemorated in 

one of the panels in the 

Millennium Tapestry in 

the Museum and its story was researched by News Team 

member Sylvia Michaelides for the Tapestry Trail book 

describing all the panels. The famous Norton Elm was said to 

have stood for 200 years in the market place but widespread 

protest could not save it and the tree was felled on 10 

February 1842. Here’s an extract from the magnificent chunk 

of doggerel from Ned Farmer’s Scrap Book which tells the tale 

more fully: 

Two hundred years at least, had seen 
That Monarch Elm on Norton Green; 

… 
The poor old tree was doomed to fall, 
And rooks and starlings banished all. 

It was a pity, for that fine old tree 
Formed part of Norton's history. 

… 
The spoiler came in evil hour, 

Who lacking taste, and having power, 
O monstrous act! decreed its fall, 

And built the present Market Hall. 

From The Tapestry Trail – Chipping Norton’s History in Tapestry by 

Sylvia Michaelides and others, revised and edited by Nell 

Darby, published by the Chipping Norton News – and on sale 

in the Museum. 

A welcome at Gt Rollright 
St Andrew’s Church, Great Rollright, is delighted to announce 

that Rev’d Janet Faull is to be the new Rector. Janet will be 

arriving shortly after Easter and will be Rector of the 

Benefice of Hook Norton with Great Rollright, Swerford and 

Wigginton. Please continue to pray for the people of the 

villages and for Janet as she prepares to join. Why not join 

everyone on Saturday 16 March in Great Rollright Village Hall 

for a Quiz Night. The theme is St Patrick’s Day and all 

participants are invited to wear something green. See the 

church Facebook page and Website for more details. This 

year’s Ash Wednesday services are 10am Holy Communion 

in St Peter’s, Hook Norton, and 7.30pm Evening Worship in 

St Giles, Wigginton. The last Lent Meetings, shared with Hook 

Norton Baptist Church and Wigginton Methodist Church, 

take place on 13 and 27 March, and 20 April. All at Hooky 

Baptist Church starting at 7.30pm. Do follow us on 

Facebook, and details of all services can be found in the new 

Calendar of Services available in any of the churches, or on 

website www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5880/. 

Sarah Durham 

The panel in the Millennium 
Tapestry stitched by Alison Akers
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Great Tew ‘Meghxit’ – or not? 
The Great Tew Set seems to have replaced Chipping Norton’s 

Set with its ‘doings’. Top of the list are press reports that the 

Duke and Duchess of Sussex, who have been renting a 

‘weekend’ 18th century country ‘bolthole’ in Great Tew are 

handing the lease in early. Harry and Meghan took out a two-

year lease on the Great Tew property before their wedding 

last May and reportedly spent most weekends there, walking 

their dogs and enjoying the four acres that went with the 

house. The property had been transformed from derelict 

farmhouse and decaying outbuildings into a stunning four-

bedroomed retreat worth an estimated £2.5m. Notable 

guests who weekended with the Sussexes include George and 

Amal Clooney, Serena Williams and her husband, and 

Meghan’s mother, Doria Ragland. 

So what’s the change all about? Well, it’s certainly true 

that the couple’s main residence in future will be at Windsor 

in Frogmore Cottage. A flurry of Frogmore redecoration is 

taking place – in time for the birth of their baby, expected in 

the spring. Decoration orders by the Duchess apparently 

include gender-neutral vegan paint for the nursery! So does 

this mean the end of Great Tew for them? One report 

suggests the rental may well be expensive and security could 

be a risk. But a weekend retreat in Tew may still be happening 

– with speculation in the Banbury Guardian that the couple 

are now buying (not renting) a different farmhouse (again 

needing renovation) near the still-resident Beckhams and a 

nearby Roman Villa site. So Great Tew still thrives with that 

lively Soho Farmhouse scene and you may still bump into 

some Royal Protection Officers (for Meghan not Victoria). 

Churchill’s criminal history 
Churchill – the village, and not the 

former Prime Minister (!) – has 

come under the spotlight of 

experienced local crime historian, 

Nell Darby. An in-depth exploration 

of newspaper reports and archive 

documents covering the 18th and 

19th centuries has revealed a vivid 

picture of the crimes committed in 

the area and how justice was meted 

out to those caught. Nell has now 

assembled her findings in a new 

exhibition opening in the Churchill 

and Sarsden Heritage Centre in 

April. Divided into two parts, the exhibition first looks at the 

people who committed the crimes – typically of theft, 

poaching and assault – to understand why these local 

labourers and servants took the risks involved. The second 

section examines the law enforcement system of the time – 

the local police force and the magistrates (who tended to be 

local landowners and, later, clergymen) – and the forms of 

punishment they ordered. The variety of places where 

individuals could be held is also displayed – from lock-ups to 

the forbidding surroundings of Oxford’s gaol. 

Nell, whose fascination with crime led to a PhD in the 

History of Crime, is an associate lecturer at Oxford Brookes 

University and also a regular contributor to many publications 

and television production companies. Closer to home, for 

many years she was a stalwart member of our very own 

Chippy News Team! Readers may recall her crime books, Foul 
Deeds and Suspicious Deaths in the Cotswolds and Olde Cotswold 
Punishments as well as her recent Life on the Victorian Stage. The 

exhibition ‘Criminals and Crime Fighters – A history of 

criminal justice in Churchill’ opens on Saturday 6 April in the 

Heritage Centre and will be open on Saturdays, Sundays and 

Bank Holidays from 2-4.30pm until the end of September. 

Admission free. 

Great Rollright Market  
The next market is on Saturday 2 March. Keep it local! No air 

miles to bring your local produce, including organic veg, farm 

meat, deli and dairy products along with our own Rollright 

Apple juice. Our local crafters present delightfully individual 

gifts that are beautifully hand made and if, having browsed 

through their colourful displays, you feel the need for 

refreshment, then fresh coffee, bacon rolls and baked goodies 

are available in our cosy café. Find us on 

greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or for the latest news 

The Exhibition 
includes 

information 
about law 

enforcement 
including the 

police plus 
typical crimes 
and those who 

committed 
them
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catch us on facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket or 

contact Heather 730154 or Brenda 738374. 

Brenda Hayden 

High St Supper Club  
Local cook, food writer and author 

of the blog Gluts and Gluttony, 

Kathy Slack, has opened a monthly 

pop-up Supper Club at the Tea Set’s 

premises in Chipping Norton. After 

12 years in the advertising business 

in London, Kathy left the rat race 

behind and took a job growing 

vegetables at Daylesford Farm, 

Kingham, later working in the 

kitchen. After a great deal of 

training, G and G has grown into a 

full time venture with private cookery classes at places such 

as River Cottage, Wilderness and the Big Feastival. The 

monthly supper menu will focus on seasonal produce 

harvested from Kathy’s Cotswold garden but is not all 

vegetarian. Four courses, beginning with nibbles and a cocktail 

will be served from 7.30pm. The meal will be served at a 

communal table from sharing platters full of vibrant colours 

and flavours. Throughout the evening, the host will talk about 

the food and how it is grown. Kathy added, ‘What I like about 

the Supper Club is that it’s just the right balance between 

catching up with friends and meeting new people’. Upcoming 

dates are Fridays 1 and 29 March. The cost is £50 per head. 

Online booking via www.glutsandgluttony.eventbrite.co.uk or 

email Kathy@glutsandgluttony.com. 

Councillors’ drop-in advice 
Chipping Norton’s Labour District Councillors Geoff Saul 

and Laetisia Carter hold drop-in advice sessions regularly 

from 10am to 11.30pm on the first Wednesday of every 

month at The Old Mill Coffee House and Bistro at 7 West 

Street. The next date is Wednesday 6 March, or you can 

contact them by emailing geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk and 

laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk if you have concerns over 

housing, planning, recycling and refuse collection, parking, anti-

social behaviour or any other local issues. 

Cats get five-star service 
The team at the Boarding 

Cattery at Chipping Norton’s 

Veterinary Hospital was 

delighted to receive a five-star 

top rating in the latest 

inspection by West Oxfordshire 

District Council. The inspection 

regime has been tightened up by 

the Government – to make sure 

the welfare of animals staying 

there gets top priority. The 

criteria cover staff training, 

stringent hygiene standards and 

emergency planning, and also 

require boarding establishments 

to provide facilities which allow cats to express their natural 

behaviours such as jumping, climbing and hiding. Janine 

Whitehead, of the Veterinary Hospital, told the News that ‘the 

cat boarders also benefit from our cattery manager Hayley’s 

degree in Animal Behaviour and Welfare, and the fact that we 

are a small cattery. Hayley keeps a close eye on the cats, and 

has the time to get to know them and to respond to their 

needs to ensure a comfortable stay’. Because the Cattery is 

part of the Veterinary Hospital site, they are also able to care 

for cats with non-infectious health issues. 

Talks at the Library 
Local history enthusiast Alan Brain will be joining us for ‘A 

Century of Chipping Norton’ on Thursday 21 March at 6pm. 

Alan will talk us through a century in the life of Chipping 

Norton, starting in 1875, showing his fascinating collection of 

photographs and memorabilia. Novelist Jan Harvey will be 

giving an author’s talk on Thursday 28 March at 3pm. Jan’s 

second novel, The Slow Death of Maxwell Carrick, was published 

in November last year following the success of The Seven 
Letters. Her new book is based in her village, Shipton-under-

Wychwood and, although it remains unnamed in the novel, Jan 

features many local references as well as drawing on the social 

history that she has learned about from talking with friends 

and neighbours. The Slow Death of Maxwell Carrick has been 

named as Book of the Month by the Discovering Diamonds 
website which independently reviews the best in historical 

fiction. All events are free. Please telephone the library on 

643559 or email chippingnorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

to book your place.  

 A huge thank you to all the wizards and witches who 

took part in our Harry Potter Book Night in February. Staff were 

amazed by the encyclopaedic Potter Universe knowledge 

displayed in the quiz. Congratulations to the victors – 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Hufflepuff! Well done to Dumbledore, AKA Isabel Pritchard, 

for winning best fancy dress.  

Sally Moore – Library Manager 

National Park: pro or con? 

Last month the News reported the campaign (promoted by 

the Cotswolds Conservation Board) to give the whole 

Cotswolds the status of a single ‘National Park’. This would 

‘upgrade’ it from the current ‘Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty’ status. The CCB says National Park status would bring 

extra investment and boost tourism, alongside producing a 

coherent strategy for the region. National Parks, such as the 

Lake District, the New Forest and Exmoor, have special 

legislation to protect and enhance them because of their 

beautiful countryside, wildlife and cultural heritage. The idea 

would mean a single body for planning, with representatives 

from all 15 local authorities in the Cotswolds. 

But now, West Oxfordshire District Council’s cabinet has 

rejected the proposal. James Mills, WODC’s Leader, said the 

whole thing would ‘complicate decisions’ and also claimed the 

CCB needs to look ‘beyond tourism’ and that the ‘Cotswolds 

is a living, breathing community of people that actually live 

there, and not just tourists’. He said the ‘aspirations of local 

people’ would not fit in with the idea. Chipping Norton 

District Councillor Geoff Saul was not so dismissive, 

suggesting WODC’s negative reaction was partially because of 

the potential interference with WODC’s existing powers. He 

told the News, ‘We ought to explore the proposals from a 

much wider perspective to see what the potential benefits 

might be for this area – while still looking carefully at any 

possible disadvantages in respect of the effects on local 

accountability and transparency of decision making’. Letters 

to the Witney Gazette and Oxford Times were also more 

supportive of the whole idea, saying that the important 

Cotwolds national landscape needs the joined-up and high-

quality management that National Park status might bring. 

With Chipping Norton on the edge and self-styled ‘gateway 

to the Cotswolds’, what do readers think – especially with 

1200 new homes coming? 

Marie Curie’s daffodil plea 
Terminal illness charity, Marie Curie, needs the help of 

volunteers in Chipping Norton to give two hours of their 

time to hand out the charity’s iconic daffodil pins, in return for 

donations. The charity’s annual fundraiser, the Great Daffodil 

Appeal, takes place in March and Marie Curie are hoping to 

get more people than ever wearing the daffodil pin. Every five 

minutes, someone in the UK dies without getting the care and 

support they need at the end of their life. The money raised 

means that Marie Curie Nurses can be there for more people 

living with a terminal illness, providing them with vital one-to-

one nursing care and support in their own homes. To 

volunteer for Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal and give 

out the charity’s daffodils pins in return for donations visit 

mariecurie.org.uk/collect or call Holly Carey on 01604 

442300.  

Try some whittling  
Why not try 

some wood 

whittling with the 

W y c h w o o d  

Project at an 

event on Tuesday 

9 April? Begin to 

learn the art of 

whittling green 

wood with David 

Knight. Starting 

with knife safety, 

sharpening and moving onto basic cuts and techniques, this is 

a three-hour session designed to whet your appetite and get 

you started. All wood, tools and equipment are provided. This 

day-long event is split into two sessions: morning (10am-1pm) 

and afternoon (1.30-5pm). As a pair consisting of an adult and 

a child, choose your session. First come, first served. At 

Combe Mill, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe OX29 8ET. Tea 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861

Chocolate box Cotswolds – a National Park?
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room available as required. £30 per pair. Booking essential. For 

further details and to book call 07584 262437 or email 

info@wychwoodproject.org.uk. 

Local MP’s stand on Brexit 
Our local MP Robert Courts, representing a constituency 

which voted 54% to ‘Remain’ in the EU, in fact himself voted 

‘Leave’ – and was the only one of our four Oxfordshire Tory 

MPs to vote against Theresa May’s deal in the January vote. He 

said the PM’s Withdrawal Agreement was, in its current form, 

not ‘in our nation's best interests’ and that it was ‘a 

compromise too far’ undermining ‘fundamental principles 

such as those of national sovereignty and democratic 

accountability.’ Our MP has been holding regular business 

breakfasts locally (one in Eynsham is pictured below) 

discussing his views and listening to local business leaders. He 

is interested in more local views – contact him at 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk. 

On his website, our MP explains why he voted ‘Leave’ and his 

problem with the EU, saying it was ‘an inflexible, undemocratic 

body that was incapable of fundamental reform … I therefore 

voted to leave on the basis that the EU was heading for an 

undemocratic federalism that the UK has never desired and, 

above all, because I wanted to see our historic democratic 

freedoms preserved.’ He did, however, ‘want to enjoy a 

friendly, co-operative relationship with our European friends 

as we withdraw from the bureaucratic structures of the EU’. 

Before Christmas, Mr Courts resigned from his Government 

Foreign Office post in protest at the Chequers agreement, 

and in January became a backbench member of the Justice 

Select Committee, using his legal background to scrutinise the 

work of Government in the ministry of Justice and its public 

bodies such as the courts. 

Lido’s getting ready to open! 
It’s March already and the 2019 summer season is fast 

approaching. The Lido opens for business at 12.30pm on 

Thursday 18 April, just in time for Easter weekend. Weekend 

hours apply over the Bank Holiday, with the first Early Bird 

session kicking in from Tuesday 23rd. Keen beans, please take 

note! On recruitment, the Lido is always on the lookout for 

lifeguards, cashiers and café assistants, so if you are interested 

please email info@chippylido.co.uk for further information 

and to tell the team a bit about you. 

Planning further ahead, if interested in training as a 

lifeguard, add 8-12 July to your diary, the dates for running this 

year’s NPLQ course. To stay up to date, see 

www.chippylido.co.uk, facebook/ChippyLido and Twitter 

@ChippyLido. Please remember The Lido is run as a charity 

by the community for the community. You can support via 

www.Totalgiving.com and/or as you shop online via 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chippylido  

Claire Williamson 

On a Mission – to Cambodia 
From cake-mixing to 

concrete-mixing, from 

Chippy to Cambodia. Many 

people in retirement get 

involved with local charities, 

some making cakes to raise 

money for those in need 

here and abroad. Chippy 

resident Val Fletcher does all 

this, but this month is going 

one further! She and a 

handful of friends are funding 

themselves to help very 

poor people in Cambodia 

who presently don’t have the 

basic rights of food, 

healthcare and education. 

They will go as part of a UK charity, Mission Direct, 

supporting a Cambodian Project. They will be physically 

helping build a school, where health care, nutritional meals 

and education will be available to pupils. In addition they will 

make a start on building homes for families who have been 

driven out of their community of shacks on the Mekong Delta, 

as they were on land regarded as ‘ripe for development’ and 

left homeless. 

Before embarking on the trip, Val is hoping to raise money 

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                           
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                 

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.

Mission Direct’s activities 
include supporting homeless 

children in Cambodia
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The name comes from the old English 

Lencten meaning Spring. As with Christmas 

and the winter solstice, this period of 40 days 

is often thought of as the prelude to the 

season of Spring. Within the Church this 

season of fasting is thought to have begun 

around AD 325 and mirrors Jesus’ period of 

fasting in the wilderness described in the 

book of Matthew. Shrove Tuesday, the day 

before Lent, was a time when Anglo-Saxons 

went to confession and were ‘shriven’ of their 

sins. Pancake Day and Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) provided an 

excuse to eat up all the rich foods left in the house before 

fasting began on Ash Wednesday, so named because a cross 

of ashes was placed on the foreheads of the churchgoers.  

In Britain, Pancake Day has long provided entertainment for 

children and adults alike, mainly in the form of races, when 

the pancakes were tossed along the route through the 

village. Fancy dress was often worn and spectators cheered 

home the winner. Rio de Janeiro and New Orleans probably 

host the most famous Mardi Gras festivals, a tradition 

brought from their home countries of Portugal and France. 

towards the bricks and mortar, tools and wages of local 

builders to continue the work after she and her team leave. 

On 6 March there is a coffee morning, with cakes, bric-a-brac, 

book stall and light lunches from 9.30am to 1pm at Chipping 

Norton Methodist Hall in aid of Mission Direct. All are very 

welcome. Just turn up! Mission Direct is a Christian charity 

based in the UK that enables volunteers to travel and work 

alongside some of the world’s poorest, to build homes, 

schools, clinics, etc., working in over 12 countries. 

On 13 March there is also a coffee morning for Methodist 

Missions in Britain 9.30-11.30 in the Methodist Hall. 

Put up a nest box 
As part of National Nest Box 

initiative 2019, the British Trust for 

Ornithology (BTO) is calling 

Chipping Norton homeowners to 

put up more nest boxes for declining 

garden birds like House Sparrow 

(pictured) and Starling. To support 

homeowners in doing this, the Trust 

has produced a new ‘essential guide’ full of useful information 

on: what to look for when buying a nest box; box placement; 

and looking after a box longer term. The free guide is available 

from gbw@bto.org or by calling the BTO’s Garden Ecology 

Team on 01842 750050 or visiting www.bto.org. 

Kitchen Garden keeps growing 
Chadlington Kitchen 

Garden was established 

nearly three years ago and 

provided just under 30 

weekly ‘shares’ in 2017/18 

from a fifth of an acre. The 

scheme allows members 

to invest in the production, 

growing and distribution of locally grown produce. In essence 

it’s a veg box scheme, but the difference is that, as a member 

your subscription directly pays in advance for the cost of 

growing so the farmer knows how much to grow, for whom 

and when … no waste. The result is locally grown food, a 

chance to dig out your hoe if you want to, or simply enjoy the 

spoils whilst making a real contribution to sustainable farming. 

Since the Chadlington scheme started, it has expanded to link 

up with nearby Honeydale Farm in the Evenlode Valley to take 

on nearly two acres of land, including an existing polytunnel, 

and have changed their name to The Kitchen Garden People. 

The Honeydale and Chadlington Kitchen Gardens combined 

are currently providing just under 50 weekly shares of 

produce. They expect to be able to take on 10 more 

customers this year. So if you are interested you can email 

them kitchengardenpeople@gmail.com or call Emma on 

07954 324430.

People dress in colourful costumes made of 

wire structures and dancers and singers ride 

on floats. New Orleans is also famous for its 

King Cake named after the three Kings who 

visited the Holy Infant. It is made from a ring 

of twisted dough containing a bean to 

represent the baby Jesus and covered in  

purple, gold, and green sugar, the traditional 

colours of Mardi Gras. In Iceland, 

Sprengidagur  (Bursting Day) is marked by a 

meal of salted meat and peas and in Paris 

there was an ancient ritual of parading a huge ox through the 

streets to remind the populace that eating meat in Lent was 

forbidden. Closer to home, in Scotland locals would prepare 

Festy Cock which is linked to Festern’s Even, the day before 

Shrove Tuesday, when cock fighting took place. The Festy 

Cock was a dish of finely ground oatmeal, moulded into the 

shape of a bird and baked in the oven. So after all this food 

and revelry, come the forty days of Lent. Sundays are not 

included and fish may be eaten on Fridays. Otherwise, 

individuals can remember Christ’s 40 days of sacrifice and 

contemplation in the Wilderness often choosing to give up 

something that they feel would make a sacrifice in their lives. 

It was also considered helpful to try and do good deeds for 

the less fortunate. Lent culminates in Holy Week followed by 

Easter Sunday which this year is on 21 April. 

With traditional pancake races still going in Wallingford, Warwick 
and elsewhere – how about a pancake chase around Chippy’s 

Market Square? 

Lenten Traditions 
On 5 March we enter the period of the Christian calendar known as Lent – The News Team’s 

Judy Buckingham explores some of the wider traditions.

All you need for pancakes .....
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TOWN EXPANSION 

• Investment for the Town – Should impact on allotments be 

compensated by direct replace-

ments, investment in existing 

ones or perhaps other benefits 

for our working town? More 

significantly, exactly how should 

the millions of  pounds of 

‘planning gain’ be invested to 

sustain a bigger town – roads, 

town centre improvements, HGV 

bans, parking, community and 

heritage investments, education, 

health and more? It’s not decided!  

WODC need answers  – to 

shape their Supplementary 

Planning Document and 

imminent discussions with 

County Council and other 

landowners - all before significant 

planning applications appear. 

WODC planners were in 

listening mode at two Chippy 

public exhibitions in February. 

The News Team went – as did 

Mayor, Councillors and public. 

The Town Council debated their views at their 18 February 

Council meeting, and were due to meet WODC planners face 

to face on 26 February. Now the big expansion is definite, 

Mayor Davidson said they ‘want the best deal for the Town’, 

using principles already set out in our own Neighbourhood 

Plan, which WODC should be following. Key will be mixed 

housing for a working town (including significant social, key 

worker and affordable housing), and the best contemporary 

architectural design for ‘a whole new part of Chippy’, and not 

‘another Legoland’. Issues over the new road and allotments 

will be up front – and the Town Council wants a ‘much bigger 

say’ on how ‘planning gain’ money is spent for our benefit  

Speak now to shape the future – Everyone should get 

involved and not hold back. Chippy District Councillor Geoff 

Saul, on WODC’s Planning Committee, said, ‘I encourage 

everyone to engage in this process. This is the opportunity for 

Chippy residents to put our views NOW to guide WODC 

and developers.’ With this major expansion definitely coming, 

it’s time to take ownership, to benefit the Town and residents 

– both those here now and those coming soon. As one town 

councillor said, ‘Chippy must accept change to stay the same’ 

as a sustainable working town.    

What we know so far – Yes, the Local Plan principles are 

set: 1,200 new homes between 

Banbury Road and Glyme Lane; 

land for employment off London 

Road; new primary school; new 

link road from Banbury Road to 

Burford Road for access and for 

A361 traffic. These issues are 

not for debate.  

What we can influence – 

Much detail remains undecided. 

The planners have set out issues 

they say need addressing. They 

are asking: Have they got it 

right? Have they missed 

anything? Do we have specific 

suggestions? For example:  

• The 1200 homes – What 

density and exactly where? 

How big? For young families, 

single people, down-sizers, 

extra-care for frail elderly or 

a mix? 40% will be 

‘affordable’, but what about 

local authorities themselves 

investing, perhaps in key worker homes? What designs - 

like those in Parker Circus,  Evans Way etc or something 

modern and different? Or perhaps affordable innovations 

like shells, extendable homes, co-operatives and self-built? 

How about the best eco-homes with solar, zero carbon, 

design for electric driverless transport and more?  

• Employment land and retail space – What kind of building 

for what kind of jobs? We now have Windmill Square 

shops, but do we need other corner shops, retail or 

community centres? All up for debate.  

• School and health facilities – A new primary school, yes, 

but where and how to link it with recreation and other 

facilities? We know our health centre could expand – can 

joined-up WODC/OCC/NHS thinking achieve this?   

• Access of all sorts – Apart from Wards Road, what about 

footpaths or other links into town? Where and how will 

public transport work? How will residents get from one 

end of town to the other?  

• Open space and environment – What type and where? A 

new park, ‘green paths’ and circular footpaths? Woodland, 

wildflower meadows, natural habitats? Dog exercising, 

amenity and recreation space? Sports facilities – a chance 

to ‘rationalise’ it all with existing sites?  

• The new link road – Not liked by some, it’s needed anyway 

for local access. But what kind of road? A wide tree-lined 

boulevard, homes set back, few junctions? Or meandering, 

slower route with direct access to driveways? Exactly 

where and aligned with what? It’s not decided – including 

where it joins Burford Road and crosses allotments.  

Town Expansion – your views needed 
We have until 8 March to answer important questions about Chippy’s planned 1,200 home 

development up to 2031. In February, WODC held exhibitions and the Town Council debated issues. 
Now it’s our turn. Here’s why we should bother – too often we stay quiet till the bulldozers arrive. 

Reply by 8 March! Details at 
westoxon.gov.uk/spd or call into 
The Guildhall to read it. 
You can respond by email to 
policy@westoxon.gov.uk or write 
to Planning Policy, WODC, New 
Yatt Rd, Witney OX28 1PB  

YOUR 

VIEWS 

COUNT!

Many issues to  
be decided

East CN 
Development
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CHIPPY HEALTH UPDATE

Get healthy – try a Park Run 

Try a Park Run – and it’s coming to Chipping Norton! 

National ‘get healthy’ initiatives are increasingly seeing local 

communities organising ‘Park Runs’ – a simple idea where on, 

say, a weekend morning, everybody – young old, fit and less fit 

– is invited to come along and join a 5k run in a local park or 

community open area. You can walk, jog or run (with or 

without a buggy!)  – and the event is organised with an 

element of community spirit fun. Entry is usually free, you 

register, get a bar code and can find out your finish time.  

Park Runs are 

springing up all 

round the country. 

One was launched 

at the Fire Service 

College in 

Moreton just 

before Christmas 

and its first six 

runs saw nearly 

700 taking part 

including 124 who 

hadn’t done a Park 

Run before. More at www.parkrun.org.uk/fireservicecollege. 

Chipping Norton Health Centre, as reported last month, is 

trying to ‘get healthy’ as a practice and to encourage their 

patients to do so too. The NHS’s ‘Couch to 5K’ running 

programme is very popular and the Health Centre has also 

now become a ‘Park Run Practice’ that will recommend 

running to patients.  

Chippy’s own Park Run is on the way! The Chipping 

Norton Leisure Centre and operators Better had an amazing 

80 local enthusiasts turn up for an initial meeting in January 

with many volunteering to help. Manager Phil Stanley told the 

News that nearby landowners were close to agreeing a 5k 

course – hopefully a lap of Top School’s playing fields, down 

Glyme Lane and round the figure of 8 in the Millennium Wood 

back for a final lap at the school. Invitations to a ‘test run’ on 

27 April will be sent out – with a proper run the first week of 

May. A ‘Parkrun Ambassador’ has been assigned from the 

national organisation to help a local volunteer team in the 

initial stages. Fundraising may be needed to licence and set it 

up. Phil would like any volunteers willing to help in the core 

team (event and race directors, volunteer coordinator, run 

reporter, social media manager and so on) contact him to 

meet in March. Helpers will also be needed on the day as run 

marshals, tail walkers, photographers, tea makers, first aiders, 

cheer supporters. You can email Philip.Stanley@GLL.org and 

look out for the Chippy Park Run page coming on 

Parkrun.org.uk 

Future of Chippy’s First Aid Unit 
Praise continues to come for Chipping Norton’s evening and 

weekend First Aid Unit up at the Hospital. It is run by 

paramedics from the Ambulance Service and deals with all 

kinds of minor but urgent issues such as cuts, stings, burns, 

bruises, strains and even things in your eye. The Chipping 

Norton Hospital League of Friends want to see the service 

enhanced and expanded but are concerned that the Unit – 

which keeps being ‘up for annual review’ – may be threatened 

again. Friends’ Secretary Clive Hill told the News that the 

Unit has been ‘commissioned’ for another year (2019/20), but 

the paymasters (Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group), 

have said it will all get reviewed again in the light of financial 

constraints, the new NHS Long Term Plan, and how local 

‘urgent care’ overall can best be provided. The Friends will 

keep on this case – as should everyone who wants this 

service kept and improved. 

 

 
 

The Overuse of Antibiotics 
A reminder to come along to the PPG’s eye-opening 

presentation on Saturday 2 March. Refreshments provided by 

WOWI from 10am in The Town Hall. Presentation at 10.30am 

from Professor Carl Heneghan of Oxford University. 

Introduced by Dr Isabel Welch from the Health Centre. 

Sponsored by Mid-Counties Co-operative and supported by 

Chipping Norton Health Centre. See the notices around 

town and in The Co-op. 

The discovery of antibiotics has saved thousands of lives, 

but now bacteria have evolved and are continuing to evolve 

so that antibiotics are not an effective way of dealing with 

them. Come along and listen and ask your questions at this 

important event. Meet your Patient Participation Group 

(PPG) or contact us via our e-mail at cnhc.ppg@nhs.net 

Community Birth Evening 

Would you like to find out more about having your baby at 

home or at a Midwife-led unit near to your home? To help you 

explore your birthing options the team at Chipping Norton’s 

Cotswold Birth Centre are holding their first Community 

Birth Evening on Monday, 25 March, 6-8pm at the Birth 

Centre, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AU. For more information 

please call 697930. 

Explore your birthing 
options at our 

Community 
Birth Evening  

Monday, 25 March                
6pm-8pm at the                      

Cotswold Birth Centre, 
Chipping Norton, OX7 5AU 

Or call 01608 697930 for more information

Chipping Norton Health Centre  
Patients Participation Group (PPG)

...& baby came too at the Moreton Park Run
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CRIME & COMMUNITY SAFETY

the request and help potential victims. The aim is to extend 

the scheme across West Oxfordshire, which could include 

Chipping Norton.  

Spotlight on Domestic Violence  
In 2018 the 

Chipping Norton 

area had 823 

crimes reported, 

with 210 (over 

25%) classified as 

‘violence and 

sexual offences’. 

In our relatively 

low-crime area 

we hear about 

thefts, stolen cars 

and antisocial behaviour, but many of those 210 incidents are 

not visible publicly. Police say many ‘violence and sexual 

offences’ involve vulnerable people often in abusive or 

dangerous relationships involving family, partners or ‘friends’. 

Recent national campaigns and action in January by the 

Government aim to help prevent and deal with these issues. 

Domestic violence has risen alarmingly in West Oxfordshire 

and Cherwell recently. Chipping Norton’s District Councillor 

Laetisia Carter, who has worked for some years on domestic 

violence issues, was interviewed on BBC Oxford alongside a 

police inspector and an abuse survivor. She told the News, 
‘There is no typical victim and many do not realise that 

behaviours they are experiencing are abusive or that things 

are escalating. Statistically, "victims" experience 30 incidents 

of abusive behaviour before contacting the police for help. If 

you do not have access to money, do not feel able to 

contribute to relationship/family decisions or feel fearful, 

these are some of the signs to look out for’.  

Laetisia suggested that 

rural areas, with little public 

transport at night, nor access to 

an open police station, can 

experience increased danger 

and isolation. Citing lack of 

support, she said, ‘I would like 

to see a women's refuge open 

in West Oxfordshire. I find it 

unforgivable and 

terrifying that due to 

austerity many 

women's refuges and 

domestic violence support services are being cut’. Nationally, 

around two million adults experienced domestic abuse last 

year. In January, the Government published a draft Domestic 

Abuse Bill to help tackle the issue, including: a proper 

definition of domestic abuse to encourage victims to come 

forward, a new national Commissioner, protection orders, 

and support for victims in court. If you are worried about 

yourself, friends or a family member, contact police or 

helplines such as the Freephone 24-hour Domestic Violence 

Helpline, run by Women’s Aid and Refuge, on 0808 2000 247. 

The Police Commissioner is also launching an awareness 

campaign – including a survey about the ‘hidden’ abuse of 

coercive control – visit https://www.victims-first.org.uk/ for 

more information about this. 

 

Action & Awareness Day  
Tuesday 2 April from 12-5pm in Chipping 

Norton Town Hall sees another FREE crime 

prevention and Neighbourhood Watch event. 

Local Police will be offering advice on how to 

protect your property and valuables. You can 

get your tools and garden equipment security 

marked, buy police-approved security devices, get bicycles 

security registered and …..'Have your say'. The Fire Service 

and Trading Standards officers will be offering advice on fire 

and home safety. All are welcome.  

Clare Percival – CN Neighbourhood Watch 

News from our Fire Station 
2019 started with Chippy station averaging two 

calls a week in and around the Town. On one 

occasion we called upon our specialist 

rescue teams from Kidlington to cut up a 

tree which had fallen, 

blocking the Over 

Norton Road. A two-

week January campaign focused on 

chimney fires; did you know that nearly 

50% of all chimney fires happen during 

January, February and March? When you 

are cosying up in front of your open fire, 

make sure the sparks don't fly and look 

at our top tips to keep you safe and 

warm on our 365alive website. For further home fire safety 

advice, please see this website or speak to one of the crew, 

who will be happy to arrange a visit.  

Simon Sumners – Station Commander 

More money for police …but 
After ‘consulting’ the public, our Police and Crime 

Commissioner Anthony Stansfield says that council tax payers, 

including in Chipping Norton, will be paying on average £24 a 

year more next year for police (up 14%). The Government has 

‘allowed’ local police forces to raise more money this way – 

according to Stansfield, ‘dumping’ policing costs on ratepayers. 

He said the rise was the ‘least worst option’ to avoid more 

service cuts. Police numbers are below staffing targets with 

money being spent more on complex investigations, call-

handling and 101 call system technology. Our Chief Constable 

says there could be a ‘modest’ increase in officers out in 

communities. Oxfordshire police are also disposing of police 

stations. As well as Chipping Norton, this will affect stations 

in Banbury, Carterton and Woodstock.  

Latest Chippy crimes 
In December there were 66 crimes reported around 

Chipping Norton, slightly down on November. There were 23 

for burglary, shoplifting and theft; 8 anti-social behaviour, 

public order, and drugs; 9 criminal damage; 9 vehicle and other 

crime; and finally 17 for violence and sexual offences. With this 

latter item in mind, one local initiative is joining a national 

safety scheme designed to reduce sexual violence and 

vulnerability, especially where people feel threatened and 

unsafe out in public. Fifteen local pubs and eateries in Witney 

have signed up to a scheme called ‘Ask for Angela’ where you 

can let someone know you need help. Staff would recognise 

Simon Sumners
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Meeting Lucy in the corner of the snug in The Chequers was 

an uplifting affair, as she is one of the UK’s most promising 

young comedians and seems 

genuinely full of joy and 

optimism – ‘the best thing is I 

can’t believe I’m getting paid to 

go on stage dressed as a bunch 

of grapes’! Born and brought up 

on the family farm in Over 

Norton, she was back in Chippy 

fresh from doing various shows 

and TV including a sit-com Mister 
Winner to be shown on BBC in 

the Spring. She describes it as a 

catastrophic comedy in the Some Mothers do ’ave ’em style 

with her role as the fiancée of the hapless Mr Winner – 

sounds intriguing. 

She loved Chippy Theatre when she was younger – ‘it was 

a lifeline to me’ – and from the age of six she started doing 

drama there and watching the shows. Tamara Malcolm, the 

Theatre’s founder and director back then, and a rather 

daunting Shakespearian actress, saw her in the Pippins Panto 

and spotted her unique talent early on – ‘you must go to 

RADA’ she insisted, and so fuelled with this endorsement she 

set forth on her path to her performance career and actually 

ended up at LAMDA where those skills were finely honed. 

Growing up on the farm sounded like fun and a big 

playground to explore all the wonders of the natural world, 

and gave her a vivid imagination. This she says almost certainly 

contributed to some of her comic characters such as ‘Maid of 

Cabbage’, including lecherous puppets, ‘Fruit Loop’ about a 

worm who has misunderstood its existence and thinks it’s a 

caterpillar, ‘Crack in Progress’ dressed as an egg (‘hard to 

wear on the tube’!)  

‘I am extremely proud to be from Chipping Norton’ she 

said, beaming, ‘proud of my family and I have had nothing but 

support from the local community’. She fondly recalls her 

Dad’s infectious laugh and both her parents’ impressive work 

ethic, including all the characters coming into the Over 

Norton Post Office which her Mum ran for many years. 

Talking to her you can see how all these positive influences 

have helped inspire her to success as she now ‘enjoys creating 

funky stuff ’ that is so well received as she tours the UK. 

Asked about competition with other comics she said that 

on the circuit it’s quite the opposite – everyone looks out for 

each other and helps out 

whenever needed, and she 

cites Harry Hill as one of 

her greatest supporters – 

‘he understands me and 

gets it’ she explained. She 

has also worked with Harry 

on ‘The Mighty Boosh’ for 

some first-hand experience 

of life in the comedy fast 

lane with ‘a legend’ as she describes him. 

She loves the Edinburgh Fringe where in 2017 she was 

nominated as Best Newcomer in the Comedy Awards. She 

has also taken her acts to Soho Theatre where she loves the 

close interaction with the audience who really warm to her, 

judging by the reviews. She’s performing her Fruit Loop show 

on the main stage there on 29 and 30 March at 7.30pm for 

anyone interested in seeing her live.

Lucy Pearman – our Stand Up ‘Cabbage’ Queen! 
The News Team’s Roger Sinclair caught up with Lucy Pearman – Over Norton lass, Ex-Chippy 

School and Youth Theatre – who has been getting rave reviews nationally for her comedy writing 
and stand up performances. 

Lucy: Maid of Cabbage 
above & right in Fruit Loop
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Parking and 

parked there come in to ask for change for the

bus stop and with free parking. The general cons

as there is at the Co-op and Aldi, to dissuade th

some provision made for employee parking but 

to be found.

Chippy’s shopp
The end of January saw the opening of th
Windmill Square – and improvements an

News Team went to

Ne
With all 

Road,

Chipp

ready f

the To

whole ra

is now a

members

to sit do

it is too

of tea ar

m o r

than £20

you get

a fr

newspaper of your choice to read whilst enjoying

your drink. There are the usual members’ discounts

money-off vouchers at the checkout, and at

weekends a 20% reduction on the deli counter and

of course, that 10% off on Tuesdays for senior

citizens. As well as new self-service checkouts

perhaps the most welcome innovation for shoppers

with young children in particular, is the provision of

a toilet with disabled access and baby changing

facilities. There was talk of the Chemists moving up

abandoned due to lack of space, but the Co-op still 

Coffee at Costa 
First to open its doors was Costa Coffee. Vicky, the manager, has been surprised at the large amount of footfall they 
have received. 

She is here 
temporarily from her usual outlet in Stratford so she is used to seeing many visitors but remains amazed at the popularity of the Chippy cafe. Costa is a bright, cheerful welcoming space in 

which to relax and enjoy their delicious cakes and coffee. Discounts up to 10% are apparently being offered to employees at nearby shops, school, Health Centre, hospital and nursery. The main problem that they are encountering is recruiting full-time staff. At the moment they are only able to open from 8am to 5pm but once they 
have more people on board they will open longer, in line with M&S, mainly 
until 8pm. 

Pets Corner … and dog grooming 
Next door to Costa is Pets 

Corner along with Dogwood 

Grooming. This is the home 

of natural pet food which is 

free from artificial flavours and preservatives. Pets Corner 

was started in Sussex 50 years ago by Mark and Sandra 

Richmond and now has around 150 stores 

nationally – with the Grooming business now in 

many locations 

as well. The 

family-owned 

firm is very 

‘hands on’ and 

in Chippy both 

m a n a g e r ,  

Richard, and 

the assistant 

manager, Matt, oversee the provision of food 

and accessories for all domestic animals 

including fish, reptiles and amphibians. All staff 

are classroom-trained in nutrition and animal welfare and are available to give 

advice and information. The dog grooming parlour is very smart and staffed by 

experienced personnel. 

All these changes could and should be good news for Chippy shopper
be a sign of Chipping Norton getting ready for more expansion. But
variety, this could be both opportunity and stimulus – as well as thr
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and transport 
With its own car park – and bus stops 

nearby – Windmill Square should be 

convenient for shoppers from both 

Chippy and out of town. The day of 

M&S’s opening it was quite chaotic, but 

that was probably to be expected. 

However, unfortunately things do not 

seem to have improved a lot. It seems 

that people parking here are not 

necessarily just shoppers using the 

shops. The manager of Costa said that 

she has even had people who have 

or the bus. Very convenient, just by the Oxford 

ral consensus is that there should be a time limit, 

suade this type of usage. There would have to be 

king but if the area is to thrive some solution has 

pping shakeup
g of the new London Road retail centre at 
nts and offers at Midcounties Co-op. The 
nt to find out more.

Kitted out at Mountain Warehouse  

Moving along we come to Mountain 

Warehouse, a well known and established 

chain with over 250 outlets nationwide. 

Leanne Selvage is the manager here with 

five additional staff. She also reports that 

the trading has been very brisk in the first few weeks with the store having 

the eighth highest 

turnover in the country 

for the first week of 

trading, even though 

M&S had not yet 

opened. The store is 

bright and well laid out 

and the bargains on 

offer at the moment too 

good to be true. Many 

people can get 

additional discounts of 

10%, including Scouts, students, NHS employees and camping and caravan 

club members, to name but a few. At the moment the store is open from 

9am to 7pm but this could be reviewed according to footfall. 

New offers at the Co-op 
With all this excitement going on up the London 

oad, the Midcounties Co-op supermarket in 

Chippy’s town centre seems to be upping its game, 

eady for the challenge of increased competition in 

he Town. Targeting the Co-op membership, it has a 

whole range of new incentives to shop there. There 

now a coffee bar with seating. At the checkout 

members are offered a compostable cup and invited 

o sit down for a cup of coffee. And very good coffee 

is too. Decaf, latte, cappuccino, black or even a cup 

f tea are on offer. Not only that, but if you spend 

m o r e  

han £20 

ou get 

free 

enjoying 

scounts, 

and at 

ter and, 

senior 

eckouts, 

hoppers 

ision of 

hanging 

ving up into the main store but this has now been 

op still runs the busier-than-ever Town Post Office.  

Lucky queue at M&S Foodhall  So, last but by no means least, we have M&S which opened on Wednesday 
30 January. The first 200 
people in the long 
queue in the freezing 
cold got a Golden Ticket 
to spend, when the 
official ribbon was cut at 10am. The first in the queue is pictured here being given her Golden Ticket. Manager Lewis Tea told the News that M&S were delighted to be opening in Chipping Norton. The brand is under-represented 

in the Cots-
wolds and he 
expects it to be a successful Foodhall. The store will employ 44 people, 16-18 full time and the rest part time. Anyone looking for a job is urged to apply. The ribbon having been cut and the store declared open, the queue snaked its way in, receiving vouchers for between £5 and £200 to spend in store. Customers visiting the Foodhall, including one from Woodstock, said how well it is laid out and appreciated the amount of space in the aisles. As is to be expected, the range and quality of the food is excellent. 

ppers and for out-of-towners doing their shopping here. It could also 
n. But with both Aldi and Windmill Square providing more shopping 
as threat – to Chipping Norton’s historic town centre. Time will tell. 
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SPORTS NEWS

10th Chipping Norton Town Sports Awards 
The 10th Town Awards were presented in a packed Chippy Town Hall. Mayor Cllr Don Davidson 

presented the awards with Recreation Ctte Chairman Cllr Richard Benfield handing out certificates. \a 
very good night for The Rugby Club with four awards and the Cricket Club two. The Town can boast a 

really talented crop of sports people – award winners have regularly reached County standard and some 
national, European and international levels. These achievements would not be possible without the 

support of family, schools and clubs. Well done to them all. 
 

Award Winners 2019 
Individual Awards 

U11 Sportsperson:                

Stan Jackman ~ Cricket (pic 1) 
11-17 Sportsperson:               

Millie Scott ~ Equestrian (pic 2) 
18+ Sportsperson: Matty Wheeler 

Rugby (pic 3) 
11-17 Official Award: Luke Briggs 

Football Referee (pic 12) 

Team Awards 
U11: Windrush Valley School, 

Trampolining (pic 4) 
11-17: Jamie Allen & Matt Clacy,          

Golf (pic 5)  
18+: Chipping Norton             

Rugby Club 1st XV (pic 6) 

Club Awards 
U11: Chipping Norton             

Rugby Club (pic 7)  
11-17:  Chipping Norton            

Rugby Club (pic 8) 
18+:  Chipping Norton              

Football Club (pic 9) 

Olympic Legacy 
Sponsor: CN Leisure Centre 
Gold Medal ~ Sue Powell      

Cricket (pic 10) 
Silver Medal ~ Nigel Smith     

Swimming  

Bronze Medal ~ Adam Hunt    

Football  

Many thanks to the Chipping Norton Tea Set for a delicious buffet and Witney Trophies again provided all the 
trophies.  A big thank you to the Judges, Lorraine Smith & Stuart Turner, the Town Council, Recreation Committee,  

the Town Clerk and Kay Linnington in the Guildhall, Town Hall Keeper Terry Palmer, the Leisure Centre’s Dave King, 
Mike Tysoe for taking the photos and finally to Graham Beacham for all the hard work he puts into organising 

the Awards. We look forward to the 11th Sports Awards in 2020.  
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SPORTS NEWS

Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
Some fixtures were affected by the first snow of the season 

in early February but January saw our 1st XV continue their 

unbeaten championship run with good wins against 

Aldermaston (73-5) and Faringdon (67-0) to stay top of their 

table. The team (pictured) was named Over18 Team of the 

Year in the Town Sports Awards on 8 February. 

 Elsewhere our 2nd XV narrowly lost an exciting and hard-

fought game against Didcot, while the Colts went down 

against Bracknell. Our U6-U12 teams played away at Oxford 

and our under U13s played two thrilling matches at home, 

against Stow and Wallingford. Stow came out on top but the 

rematch against Wallingford saw a decisive win for Chippy. We 

are combining the U14 and U15 squads, low on numbers – 

new players would be most welcome.  We welcomed 

Worcester Warriors for a Sunday morning training session on 

10 February, a great opportunity for our minis and juniors to 

benefit from the experience of a Premiership side. 

Graeme Williamson 

Tennis  
A friendly and active club with 

around 100 members who 

play all year around. It has 

three floodlit artificial grass courts plus use of the adjacent 

Hook Norton Sports and Social Club pavilion with changing 

rooms, showers plus a bar and popular lounge. Players range 

from beginners, who are always welcomed, to team players. At 

the time of writing, the results of the Floodlit Banbury league 

were: A team 2nd in Div 1; B team 4th in Div 2; C team 2nd in 

Div 4. There are Junior coaching session (groups cover ages 3-

11+). Contact Marc Gilkes 01295 265085 for further details 

about coaching. If you’d like to play in a team or for more 

information about the Club, please contact Sue Glasson tel: 

730880/email: merrymoons@me.com or alternatively visit 

the Club’s website: www.hooknortontennis.com 

Elaine Priestley 

Chipping Norton Town Football 
Quiet January for Town not much to report and all of it bad. 

The year got off to the worst start with a 5-0 drubbing away 

at Spartan, the less said about that the better. The only other 

game during the month was a 2-0 away defeat against 

Bletchingdon. Town finished with nine players after the 

horrific injury list grew throughout the game and the players 

still standing did well to keep the score line vaguely 

respectable. The poor weather has caused cancelled games 

since and could be a blessing as should hopefully allow more 

players to return from injury. As always anyone wanting to get 

involved with the Club – on or off the field – please contact 

Dominic Rickard on 07810 307213. 

Chippy Swifts 
Swifts are in party mood as our U15s clinched the B league 

title with a game to spare. A convincing 7-1 victory over 

Carterton sealed the deal, wrapping up a hugely successful 

season in which Swifts won 10 out of 11 games.Manager 

Geoff Carroll is looking forward to leading the side into battle 

in next year’s A league and Coach Craig Thomas has now 

signed up to take his FA coaching badge, a massive 

commitment to the team and the Club.  

Plans are afoot for the Swifts’ ever-popular Summer Soccer 

School – a great chance for 5 to 7 year olds to get a taste of 

football in a fun and safe environment. Sessions are run by 

our FA qualified coaches and are always entertaining. Keep an 

eye out here for dates, or follow Chippy Swifts on facebook 

for announcements. As our Club grows, we are always 

looking for volunteers to help us progress. Each position 

The victorious U15 squad
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are a keen swimmer and would like to take your swimming 

further please contact membership@4ssc.co.uk for trial 

information. Anyone from 8 to 108 is welcome. 

Philippa Upton 

Cricket Club update 
Indoor nets have seven weeks to run with sessions 4-5pm on 

Sundays at Charlbury Community Centre. Anyone can train 

who wishes to join the 1st and 2nd XIs, on payment of a small 

fee. The Club has possible concerns with the East Chipping 

Norton Development. 

Youth section Registration Day is on 16 March 10am-4pm. 

Please contact Youth Co-ordinator Sue Powell (email 

bloxhamsue@aol.com) with any queries or if you can't make 

that day but want to join. Everyone is welcome boys and girls, 

come and have fun in the sun on a Friday evening. 

Sport in Brief  
Motor racing It was 

very nice to catch up 

with Alice Powell, 

pictured, at the Sports 

Awards. A former 

Sports Awards winner 

herself, Alice kindly 

gave an impromptu 

update on her racing 

career. She is currently 

competing with four 

other British women in the W Series of motor racing. 

Graham Beacham 

SPORTS NEWS

comes with full training and support. We are currently 

looking for a coach for a second U11 team (due to a large 

waiting list) and a secondary welfare officer. If either of these 

roles takes your interest, please do get in touch. 

Martyn Walsh 

Swimming with 4SSC 
The counties championships are 

going well and Four Shires Swimming 

Club won four medals in the long 

distance races in January. Matthew 

Edmonds gained a bronze in the 

800m free in his age group, Emma 

Andrews and Joe Barnard won 

bronze in the 400m free and Imogen 

Lawrence came in 8th in the 400m 

free. Congratulations also to Abby, 

Charlotte, Aaron, & Sarah who 

qualified for long distance events. 

Our young relay teams also 

competed very well in January with 

all finishing mid way up the table. 

Good luck to the 17 individual 

swimmers and our older relay teams 

who are competing in February – 

we hope some swimmers will gain 

regional times ready to compete in 

May/June. In March the Club will 

compete in Aylesbury, Luton and 

our master swimmers will have a 

chance to swim in Gloucester. If you 

Joe Barnard with his 
bronze from his 400m 

free swim

Emma Andrews & 
Imogen Lawrence with 
their County medals
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The Festival is non-competitive and adjudicated by 

professionals, giving constructive feedback. The public is 

welcome to sit in on classes in music and drama for all ages, 

individuals and groups ranging from piano, voice, and 

composition through to verse-speaking. There is also a series 

of professional concerts. Visit cnmf.org for full details. Here 

are some highlights:  

Youth Jazz Band Challenge 7pm Friday 8 March at 

Chipping Norton School. Come and hear lively and talented 

youngsters from schools and groups ‘giving it their all’ in front 

of popular festival adjudicator Colin Touchin. 

OXYBAROXY 7.30pm Sunday 10 March Town Hall – The 

Oxfordshire Youth Baroque Strings explore the wealth of the 

17th & 18th century string repertoire using Baroque bows, and 

play in a period style. Tickets: £10 Adults, £5 NUS, U18 Free. 

Dominic Alldis Trio  

7.30pm Sunday 17 

March Town Hall. 

Following in the 

tradition of the hugely 

popular Jacques 

Loussier Trio, Dave 

Brubeck Quartet and 

Modern Jazz Quartet, 

The Trio aims to bring a fresh and contemporary approach to 

famous themes from classical music and opera – concerts 

appeal to both classical and jazz audiences who enjoy 

chamber music and appreciate the timeless art of 

improvisation. Featuring pianist Dominic Alldis, double bass 

player Andrew Cleyndert and drummer Martin France, the 

trio has played at the South Bank Centre, Elgar Room, 

Dulwich Picture Gallery, London Jazz Festival, Menuhin Hall, 

plus many more. ‘Fantastic... a totally new perspective on 

classical pieces I had been listening to for years’. David 

McCleery, Artistic Director, St James's Piccadilly. Tickets: £13 

£6 NUS, U18 Free 

Festival Folk Night 7.30pm Thurs 21 March The Chequers. 

An informal even-

ing with the feel of 

a traditional folk 

night, and space 

for individuals or 

groups to perform. 

Everyone is very 

welcome to join in. 

Performers will be given encouragement and feedback by 

adjudicator, the eminent David Oliver, leading Northumbrian 

dance band accordionist and caller. A passionate and engaging 

advocate of the traditional music and dance of these islands, 

he encourages everyone to be happy, confident and 

enthusiastic about participating in our great musical traditions. 

Entrance: Free, Performers pay £5. 

Festival Concert 7.30pm Saturday 23 March Town Hall – 

The finale of two weeks of classes showcases some of the 

best acts and performances from the participants. Trophies 

and prizes are also awarded from sponsors and supporters. 

Entrance £6 Adults, £3 NUS, U18 Free. 

Adderbury Ensemble 
Quartet 7.30pm, Sunday 

24 March Town Hall. 

Taking advantage of the 

wonderful Steinway piano 

here for the Music 

Festival, with Tim Horton 

(piano), directed by 

Benjamin Nabarro. 

Mozart, Piano Quartet no 

1 in G minor, K 478; Schubert, Piano Quintet in A major, D 

667 (The Trout). Tickets £15 (£12 for mailing list subscribers  

students £5, U18 Free) 

Tickets for concerts are available from Jaffé & Neale Bookshop. 

Also on locally in March 
The Arts Society Cotswolds 13 March, 11am, Warwick 

Hall, Church Green, Burford – Twentieth Century Sculpture in 
Britain: Adventures in Three Dimensions, Lecture by Dr Justine 

Hopkins. Modern Sculpture is mysterious to many – abstract, 

distorted, difficult and sometimes inaccessible. However, this 

lecture reveals an understanding of how form, materials, 

technical skills and imagination uses a three dimensional 

language as expressively as any painter, poet or novelist to 

give us insights into the rhythms and meanings of life. AGM at 

10.30. Non-members welcome (suggested donation £10). 

Details www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

Exploring Music: Classes Wednesday 20 March, The Bell 

Hotel, Church Street Charlbury. This month Dr Kate 

Eckersley starts a series of classes, each on a different theme. 

Classes will be on Wednesdays 10.30am to 3.30pm in March, 

June, July, September and October. For the March class 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Get ahead and read the  
Literary Festival 

Authors 
In stock now 
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entitled Music For Small Groups. Dr Eckersley’s notes say ‘What 

are we dealing with? The great wealth of vocal and instrument 

works described as chamber music. Much folk music. And 

most popular songs from the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s – the 

heyday of bands like the Beatles and Queen. For these last the 

small group was their chosen performance vehicle. How true 

is this of other small group music?’ Contact Peter Fry 01993 

359189 or peter236@talktalk.net to book and find out more. 

CRAG Sunday Tea Concert Sunday 24 March 3pm 

Charlbury Memorial Hall. The last of this season's ever 

popular concerts features a recital 

by baroque flute and recorder 

player Rachel Beckett, 

accompanied by harpsichord 

player Alastair Ross. Rachel is 

principal flute and recorder with 

Sir John Eliot Gardiner's English 

Baroque Soloists and principal 

recorder with Orchestra of the 

Age of Enlightenment. The 

programme will include works by CPE Bach, JS Bach and 

Handel. '...[Rachel Beckett's] solo which she played almost 

senza vibrato, was purest joy. She played her melodies with 

the most wonderful intimacy and calmness.' Hamburger 
Abendblatt.   
Tickets £12 (£5 up to age 16), including tea and homemade cake. 
Reservations at charlburyrefugee@gmail.com. 

Wychwood Chorale 30 March, 7.30pm St Nicholas' 

Church, Chadlington. Concert On Wings of Freedom, to include 

songs of liberation from spirituals to musical theatre. Free 

admission and refreshments. Voluntary contribution to HMP 

Grendon Artists in Residence and St Nicholas' Church. 

... and what’s on in April? 
Take Part at The Theatre Why not join in?  

Play in Two Days Participants will engage in drama games, 

activities, storytelling and improvisations and then create their 

own version of a traditional tale or their own ideas and 

perform on the stage for families and friends. Session for 5-7 

years, Mon 8-Tue 9 April 10am-1pm, final show at 12.45 on 

Tuesday. Tickets £40. Session for 8-12 years Mon 8-Tue 9 April 

10am-4pm. Final show at 3.45pm on Tuesday.  

Boys’ Dance Day 7-11 years Mon 15 April 10am-4pm. Designed 

especially for boys, with the opportunity to dance with other 

boys and explore contemporary and urban dance techniques. 

Led by a male dancer, the workshops are suitable for all levels 

of experience. Ending with a demonstration of skills learned 

on the stage at 3.45pm. Tickets £30.  

Dance Morning 5-7 years Wed 17 April 10am-1pm For those 

with little feet that just can’t keep still, a high energy, fun 

workshop covering a variety of dance styles. Ending with a 

‘sharing’ on stage at 12.45.Tickets £23  

For all workshops, wear comfortable clothes and suitable 

shoes & bring a snack/lunch. Contact the Box Office on 

642350 for details and to book. 

Adderbury Ensemble 
Quartet Saturday 13 

April, 7.30, Chipping 

Norton Town Hall. 

Directed by David Le 

Page, with Fiona Cross clarinet. Brahms, Clarinet Quintet in B 
minor, op 115. Tickets £15 (£12 for mailing list subscribers and 

£5 for students) Details www.adderburyensemble.com 

Burford Singers Spring Concert Sunday 14 April 7.30pm, 

Church of St John the Baptist, Burford. Brahms, Ein deutsches 
Requiem and Vaughan Williams, Five Mystical Songs. Full details 

and booking on www.burfordsingers.org.uk 

8th Chiplitfest 25 to 28 April Most of 

us enjoy the Festival by listening to 

well-known authors and poets, as well 

as learning writing skills and publishing 

tips from experts. Whether it's crime, 

history, poetry, food, gardening or 

children's favourites, there is plenty to 

enjoy and learn. 

What most are unaware of is the fantastic work the 

Litfest organisers do in schools. This starts before the 

Chiplitfest weekend itself. Popular children's authors visit 

schools, read to pupils and encourage them to read and write 

their own stories and poems. See www.chiplitfest.com/events 

for the Education Outreach Programme. Schools then send 

reports of all this to the Schools section of the News. 
As for the Festival itself, Jo Brand’s 

is but one name in an eclectic 

line-up of well-known writers 

from many genres; the BBC’s 

security correspondent Frank 

Gardner has written a thriller, art 

expert Philip Mould and 

Paralympics broadcaster Ade 

Adepitan (pictured) are amongst 

a host of famous names who will 

be appearing during the Festival. The line-up features 

scientists, campaigners, crime writers and chefs as well as 

writers’ workshops and a fun-filled children’s programme. 

More details in April’s edition of the News. For more 

information and tickets visit www.chiplitfest.com or call The 

Theatre Box Office 642350. 

The Museum of Oxfordshire, 2 April-28 April Woodstock. 

Oxford Art Society. This selling exhibition features members’ 

work of paintings, sculpture and print making of the highest 

quality by artists in Oxfordshire. Free, for 

details:oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum 

Theatre 200 Club Congratulations to Pauline B-B winner 

of the February draw. For your chance to win £50 a month, 

just call into the Box Office and pick up a leaflet. All proceeds 

support The Theatre (registered charity no 268154). 

Photo: IW Photographic
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tea, which was enjoyed despite not taking a ‘wee dram’ in the 

middle of the afternoon! For details of our regular monthly 

meetings visit http://chippingnortonprobus.com 

David Megson 

Lions First Aid Awareness 
The CN Lions have started planning for 2019 – check 

www.chippingnortonlionsclub.org.uk for details if not see in 

the next issue of the News. A reminder that we have an 

Awareness Course showing how Defibrillators are used and 

how to perform Chest Compression only CPR on Friday 29 

March in the Lower Town Hall at 7pm for a 7.30 start. The 

course normally lasts about two hours. Some of the Lions hope 

to be on hand to answer questions on what the Lions do to 

help in community in Chipping Norton community and the 

surrounding area. Please come and meet us to learn about both. 

And we do need new members. If you can’t make this session 

but are interested to learn more, please contact our President 

(641121), Past President (646003) or Secretary (730263) for 

more information about the Course and the Lions. 

Liz Nason 

On track with the Railway Club 
We enjoyed a good attendance on 5 February for our AGM 

with the Chairman’s slideshow of Chippy slides, local stations 

and ‘the tunnel!’ March marks 45 years for our popular Club, 

which has a strong membership of largely male but some 

female followers. Richard Stow, our Programme Secretary has 

put together a diary of interesting speakers. Some notable 

dates are: Heritage films in April and September and Club 

member, Jim Portlock will talk on My Life and Trains on 2 July. 

The Committee was re-elected, but with a new Treasurer. 

After nine years’ service Ken Treadaway has stepped down 

and Cicely Maunder now fills this important position. On 5 

March we see the return of Coventry Kid, Chris Youett, 

talking on Steam in North Wales. 
The first outing of the year will be on Sunday 19 May, 

and the venue will be the Kent & East Sussex Railway for 

their annual 1940s weekend event. Always popular with a 

strong flavour of WW2 – we can expect taped windows, 

jeeps, 40s music, NAAFI refreshment vans, evacuees, spivs, 

GI’s ‘got any gum chum?’, a Churchill lookalike and much 

more. All will receive an identity card with their Rover 

CLUB NEWS

Scouting out and about 
Beavers have been working on their international badge 

celebrating Chinese New Year and learning about Beavers in 

China. We are also earning our Cook’s badge learning about 

safety in the kitchen and cooking different dishes.  

Cubs have been busy 

making a scale model 

of the planets in our 

solar system (pictured) 

and doing lots of 

research on space for 

their Astronomer’s 

badge. They celebrated 

Chinese New Year by 

making Chinese 

dragons, eating 

traditional Chinese 

food and playing games. 

We have invested five 

new cubs: Andres, Josh, 

Leo, Noah and Blake who have all settled into the pack very 

quickly. Congratulations to William on achieving his Chief 

Scout’s Silver Award. 

Scouts have learnt about healthy eating and getting the right 

amount of sleep; we think they were disappointed that the 

recommend amount was only 8 hours! We welcomed two 

new Scouts, Lucy and Samuel, from Cubs. Everyone had a 

great time at Winter Camp where they played laser tag, tried 

glass scratching, ice carving, ice skating and ice climbing. 

Scout Hut News: Are you an ex Beaver, Cub, Scout, 

Explorer or leader from 6th Chipping Norton? You are 

welcome to come and help us celebrate Chippy Scouting over 

the years and officially open the new Scout Hut on the 27 

April, 2-5pm. For further information contact: 

amy@chippyscouts.org.uk 

Explorers celebrated Burns’ Night at the end of January with 

Scottish challenges including a quiz, designing an Explorers’ 

tartan and modelling it as a kilt, writing a really bad Scottish 

poem, guessing the recipe for a haggis and singing a Scottish 

song. The haggis was greeted by the Explorers’ rendition of 

Burns’ famous poem. We are desperately looking for new 

leaders who enjoy adventure and fun and would like to help 

keep our very successful unit going. Induction and training can 

be provided. If you are interested or would like to know more 

please phone Jill Elliot (01608 677491) or email 

chippyesu@gmail.com 

Scottish tales for Probus Club  
To celebrate the life and writings of Robbie Burns, Chipping 

Norton Probus members enjoyed a Highland Tea, on the 

afternoon of his birth, at the Wychwood Golf Club. With 

members arriving in tartan, we were entertained by Marjorie 

Reid, a guest of member David Hearnshaw, who gave a 

detailed talk on the poet’s life and times. Burns did not have a 

long life, but managed to achieve so much in a short time 

writing many well known poems and also helping to produce 

several offspring with different partners …quite a story! We 

were then entertained by pianist, Pauline Edes with a 

selection of well known Scottish songs, with members joining 

in the singing. Thanks to member, Alan Stewart, for organising 

the event and to the staff at the Golf Glub for the afternoon 
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ticket which gives unlimited train rides. I will start a list at 

the March meeting. We offer a warm welcome to new 

members and visitors, so come and join us on the first 

Tuesday of the month in the Town Hall at 7.30pm.  

Estelle Brain 641586 

Max Lieberson and the Vegetables  
At our last meeting Max held us spellbound with his saga of 

the five-week delivery trip of CNYC member Barnaby’s 

Danish-built Greek sponge fishing boat Eleni from a mud 

berth in Maldon, where she’d spent two years being re-rigged 

and re-fitted, to Greece via Biscay and the Med. Eleni 

(pictured here) is stylish, attracts admiration wherever she 

docks, and proved an extremely competent boat. Was Max 

skipper, sailing-master or crew? At the start he called the shots, 

but as the voyage progressed Barnaby was promoted and by 

the finish Max was ‘just a deck hand’.  As had been intended. 

They had B’s son, and a friend of his, crewing. Both were called 

Arthur so to avoid confusion they renamed one Dell. Dell, 

however, is not a carnivore, whereas Max most definitely is and 

a small boat galley does not lend itself to multiple-choice 

menus. They ate vegetables. Small things often come into 

exaggeratedly sharp focus on passage. We saw endless cockpit 

pictures of them eating vegetables; the consumption, 

provisioning, cooking and running out of which was a 

constantly recurring theme of his talk. Getting bigger laughs 

each time. Choice of crew is always fraught. Congratulations to 

Barnaby for completing the project! To find out about us, to 

join, for talks programme and to book, visit cnyc.co.uk 

Roger Backhaus 

WOWI reaches for the sky 
West Oxfordshire WI meets in St Mary's Parish Rooms 

Chipping Norton, 7.30pm on the third Monday of the month. 

We hope our February meeting is a clear night so we can use 

the CN Amateur Astronomy Group’s telescopes to see what’s 

really up there that we can’t see with the naked eye. February 

is also the month when WIs make Green Hearts to Show the 

Love for our Planet and to be aware of what individuals can 

do to combat Climate Change. This coincides, of course, with 

the red hearts sent to show love on Valentine’s Day.  

To decide the Resolution to be debated at the National 

Annual meeting in June, each WI votes for one of a shortlist 

of six. The two with most votes from WOWI were: A call 
against the decline of local bus services and Don't fear the smear. 
March is our AGM with reports of the past year and the  

election of the Committee and President followed by 

refreshments. WOWI continues its Tea, Cake and Chat 

afternoons on the first Sunday of the month, 2-3.30pm in the 

Methodist Hall. All are welcome. Please me for details.  

Hilary Dix 646228 

Horticultural days out  
As we move into March, the Horticultural Association is 

planning its days out. It may be cold now, but we are looking 

forward to the warmer days to come. We hope to arrange 

four summer and one autumn trip. Last year the autumn day 

proved very popular so watch this space or visit our website 

www.cnha.uk and details are available from the secretary 

Eileen Forse 643275. The 2019/20 autumn/winter programme 

is being prepared by programme secretary Paul Embden and 

will be available shortly on our website. 

The March meeting is on Wednesday 20th 7.30pm in the 

Methodist Church Hall when a volunteer from Westonbirt 

Arboretum will speak on the Wonders of Westonbirt. 

Members’ subscriptions (unchanged at £10pa) will be due at 

the March/April meetings. New members always welcome. 

Eileen Forse 

CN Flower Club is into Spring 
We are now well into the year’s meetings, January was our 

AGM followed by an enlightening talk by Paul Embdem about 

moths and butterflies and how to encourage them into our 

gardens. The March meeting on Thursday 28th is a workshop 

for Spring. Bring along a small bunch of spring flowers, some 

greenery and a container and let’s see what we can all 

produce. Details from Ann on 683289 or email Elaine on 

snips59@ iCloud.com. We meet in the Town Hall, doors open 

at 7, for a 7.30 start. Visitors always welcome at £4 per visit. 

Elaine Parsons 

Burford & Kingham Rotary roundup 
Speaker evenings include Volunteering in War-torn Afghanistan 

by Jean Hartley in March and The Witney Blanket Industry by 

Valerie Burton in April. And on 11 March we meet in Witney 

for our International Meal – Turkish or Greek this time while 

on 8 April we have an evening of African Drumming followed 

by light refreshments in Burford. Finally we plan a day trip to 

the Viador Waste Recycling plant at Colnbrook plus pub lunch. 

Would you like to help with the 2019 door-to-door Christian 

Aid Week collection in May? Please let us know... Visitors are 

welcome to our meetings – please contact our secretary, 

Terry Best, at terry.a.best@btinternet.com for details.  

Stephen Barber 
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Local National Trust Supporters 
Membership of the N Cotswold Association of The National 

Trust is open to all NT members and to volunteers at any of 

its properties. Members enjoy talks and lectures, visits and 

coach outings, special events and fundraising. Our next 

meetings (2pm at Broadwell Village Hall – £2.50 entrance) 

are on 21 March, with a talk by Howard Drury on How to 
improve your garden in 2019 and 18 April Anney Harris’s topic 

will be Beatrix Potter, her life and works. Outings start on 11 

April with a visit to Knightshayes then on 9 May to Ludlow 

and Barrington Hall with other outings throughout the 

summer. To join, call our Membership Secretary on 01386 

593085, or for more information call 659215 or 658157 

Rees Jenkin 

Green Gym at Glyme Farm 
Before Christmas we were due to work two sessions at 

Glyme Valley nature reserve (beyond the allotments and 

Glyme Farm) which is managed by BBOWT (Berks, Bucks & 

Oxon Wildlife Trust) but on both days we were rained off. So 

this month we made up for that, met an officer there who 

told us what they needed, and had two very successful 

mornings removing blackthorn suckers that relentlessly 

invade the open area and opening up ‘scallops’ in the 

surrounding scrub. We have also worked at the Chippy Health 

Centre, Fitzalan Wood (near Travis Perkins) and William 

Fowler Wood.  

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts may be available and there is no joining 

fee. Come and enjoy working outdoors in good company. 

More information on our website www.chippygreengym.org 

or email me at jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 
CRAG helps Help Refugees! 
Charlbury Refugee Action Group is conscious of the need to 

use the money raised through the generosity of people locally 

to help refugees as effectively as possible. To achieve this we 

support organisations with a proven track record of providing 

effective aid to refugees. One of these is Help Refugees. Here 

they tell their story: ‘We help where the need is greatest. 

Flexible and fast in our response to the genuine needs of 

refugees, we fill gaps and act where big NGOs and 

governments don’t. We have helped over 722,500 people, 

managed over 25,000 volunteers and support more than 80 

projects across Europe and the Middle East’. The Guardian 
wrote, ‘Help Refugees have fed the hungry and housed the 

homeless, and there are people living now thanks to them 

who would otherwise be dead’. For details visit the charity’s 

website: https://helprefugees.org/. For more information on 

CRAG visit https://www.facebook.com/charlburyrefugee/ or 

alternatively http://www.charlbury.info/community/88/. 

John Dunleavy 

Butterflies and moths – with NOOG 
N Oxon Organic Gardeners started the 

year with Paul Embden’s entertaining and 

vivid display of the extraordinary world of 

garden invertebrates and continue the 

insect theme for our Wednesday 6 March 

meeting. Experienced speakers Sue Dodd 

and Sue Smith, volunteers for Butterfly 

Conservation and the Gloucestershire 

Wildlife Trust, will share their long-term 

passion for butterflies, wild flowers and 

orchids in the Cotswold area. We’ll see 

the butterflies and moths to be found in gardens and the 

nectar plants to attract them. Sue and Sue will also talk about 

some of the rarer species of butterflies found in the 

Cotswolds and showcase the butterfly nectar garden at 

Prinknash near Painswick. 

On Wednesday 3 April, we explore Food Foraging when 

Liz Knight, who runs food foraging workshops and wild 

cookery courses, will enlighten us on the many wild plants we 

can harvest from the countryside. 

Everyone is welcome (members £1, visitors £3). Meetings 

are held in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, starting at 7.30pm. For 

enquiries about NOOG, please contact Tracy Lean 

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

Amnesty discuss refugees 
This month on 14 March, Frances Webber, a committee 

member of CRAG (Charlbury Refugee Action Group) is 

talking to us about the Mediterranean situation where 

organisations are often prosecuted for trying to rescue 

refugees. Frances was a barrister representing migrants and 

asylum seekers in the UK so she fully understands what is 

needed to help them. She believes firmly that refugees, 

should have access to subsistence, shelter and health care. 

We enjoy the hallmarks of a free society, such as access to 

justice and freedom of movement; for refugees all these have 

been called into question. Many people in Chippy enjoy the 

afternoon Tea Concerts in Charlbury in aid of CRAG, so we 

hope will be interested in hearing Frances speak and learn 

more about the plight of refugees. We meet at 7.30pm, Lower 

Town Hall every second Thursday of the month (except 

August and December), everyone is invited, no fee. 

Kaye Freeman 

Connect Immune Research fights MS 
The MS Society has joined forces with three other charities 

to fund the first ever research into what links different 

autoimmune conditions. The partnership with the Type 1 

diabetes charity JDRF, Versus Arthritis, and the British Society 

for Immunology will fund research to help everyone living 

with an autoimmune condition. Around four million people in 

the UK have an autoimmune condition including more than 

100,000 with MS, 400,000 with Type 1 diabetes and more than 

400,000 with rheumatoid arthritis. Other autoimmune 

conditions include Crohn’s disease, colitis, and psoriasis. In all 

CLUB NEWS
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such conditions our immune systems attack healthy cells. Up 

to a third of people living with an autoimmune condition live 

with more than one which can lead to complex and costly 

health needs. Dr Susan Kohlhaas, MS Society Director of 

Research, said, ‘Autoimmunity must be recognised as a distinct 

area of research science alongside the likes of cancer, 

infectious disease and dementia’.  

Professor Yanick Crow, from the University of Edinburgh, 

has been awarded the first research grant from Connect 

Immune Research. He'll be working with specialists from 

different conditions to understand the role of an immune 

system protein, named interferon, which can be harmful or 

beneficial in different autoimmune conditions, but we don’t 

know why. For more information; visit the MS Society website 

www.mssociety.org.uk or contact me – call me on 01608 

645988 or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk 

Peter Branson 

Annual Meeting for Over Norton WI 
ONWI meets on the third Thursday of the month at Over 

Norton Village Hall from 7.35pm. The programme for 2019 

has many interesting speakers with a wide variety of topics. 

Following the annual meeting on 21 March, Jan Long will give 

a talk on the life of Gertrude Bell who was a British writer, 

archaeologist and political officer. She defied the expectations 

of a woman in Victorian England becoming a world traveller 

and was best known for helping to establish modern Iraq after 

World War1. On 18 April Catherine Sparks will be giving a 

talk to raise awareness of Breast Cancer – the most common 

type of cancer in the UK. All ladies are welcome, just come 

along or phone Frances on 644425 for details. 

Frances Buckel 

Folk encounter a shruti box 
Under the low beams of Enstone’s Art Yard Café, a small but 

select group gathered on Monday night for another meeting 

of the Chipping Norton Folk Club. Songs of love and war 

were sung. Sleazy ancient folk songs, contemporary pop songs, 

Mississippi Delta Blues, misty Celtic ballads and of course, the 

obligatory Bob Dylan and Joan Baez masterpieces were played 

with beauty and passion. Harmonicas were blown, guitars 

were plucked and even a shruti box, a drone instrument from 

India, made an appearance. Next time you are wondering how 

to keep the winter blues away, come down to the Folk Club 

on the second Monday of every month – as audience or if you 

want to sing and play, you will find a warm welcome.  

For further information and directions to the venue 

please visit our website: www.chippingnortonfolk. org uk 

Dave Oakley 

Chipping Norton Labour Party News 
We will be holding another of our popular Quiz and Chips 

evenings at the Chequers at 7.30pm on Friday 1 March to 

which everyone is welcome (regardless of political affiliation 

or lack of it). The Constituency Party is also hosting an 

evening with Clive Lewis MP and performance poet Owen 

Collins on Thursday 14 March in Oxford. Our Labour District 

Councillors Laetisia Carter and Geoff Saul hold regular 

surgeries at The Old Mill Café where they would be pleased 

to meet you. The next is at 10am on Wednesday 6 March. Our 

Winter Newsletter will be dropping through your letterboxes 

soon and we will be pleased to discuss local and national 

issues at our street stall in Chipping Norton on the morning 

of Saturday 16 March. For more information contact Mike 

Cahill, Branch Secretary, at chippylabour2017@aol.com. If you 

support and vote Labour why not join us? join.labour.org.uk 

Geoff Saul 

Chippy Ramblers in the snow 
The snow was still lying on the ground but the sun was shining 

and all was right with the world! We parked at the Art Yard 

Café in Enstone and walked into Heythrop Park. I was 

disappointed not to see any snowdrops because I know that 

later on there will be a good show of daffodils but the trees 

looked magnificent and we saw plenty of hazel catkins. The 

top lake was frozen, almost luminescent turquoise, and then 

we followed the stream as it flowed down several little 

waterfalls towards the main drive. It was good to get out!  

If you too need to get out in good company join us on 

the first Sunday of every month in the New Street car park at 

1.30pm. Then we get into 2 or 3 cars and make for the start 

of the walk – a different one each month, at quite a leisurely 

pace and lasting about two hours. New members are very 

welcome. Enquiries to Heather Leonard (643691 or 

rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or to me (643269 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com). And if you fancy more 

frequent walks, how about joining U3A (details 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton) and come with the 

local U3A walking group twice a month on a Thursday?  

Jenny Harrington

CLUB NEWS

The Labour Party street stall pictured in February
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Cooking Demonstration: A group of Year 9 students 

attended a food demonstration and tasting session hosted by 

Min Raisman from fit2cook and Ms Blake, a demonstration 

chef from the Co-op. They started by cooking beef steak 

served with blue cheese and sautéed broccoli with Parmesan 

cheese. There was a lovely display of other local food 

products such as honey, jams and bread made from local flour. 

The visitors also introduced the Create and Cook 

Competition whereby Year 8/9 students are challenged to 

create a two-course menu using as many local ingredients as 

possible. We look forward to some of our students taking 

part next term. 

CNPS News: 
This term we 

have been 

delighted to 

host a Science 

Club for our 

Year 4 & 5 

primary pupils. 

The topic was 

‘Crime Scene 

Invest igat ion’ . 

Each week the 

pupils took part in a specific task designed to help them solve 

a crime. They have learnt how to use Bunsen burners safely, 

why finger prints are taken and the information you can get 

from them, how to use a microscope and chromatography.  

Twenty-eight primary pupils came along to a Pop Art 

Workshop run by Art teacher, Mr Nolan. He encouraged the 

pupils to look at a ‘potentially’ boring item and think about 

how it could be transformed as a work of art in the Pop Art 

style. The pupils were asked to draw either a pineapple or 

melon in the Pop Art style, and then create a word to explode 

across it.  

Chipping Norton School 
Year 11 Art Trip: 
Exposing students to art 

outsidethe classroom is 

an important tool to 

assist in creating 

exciting and thoughtful 

responses to art 

themes. Every year we 

take the Year 11 Art 

students to the Tate 

Modern at the start of their exam unit (Reflections). This year 

we had a fantastic experience seeing many new and thought-

provoking pieces, as well as walking across the Millennium 

Bridge and along the Embankment.  

Student Council News: Our chosen charity for the non-

school uniform day on 29 January was the Teenage Cancer 

Trust. We were pleased to send them a cheque for £815. Our 

next non-school uniform day is on Thursday 14 March and we 

will be raising money for Young Minds, a charity who support 

young people who need help with their mental health. 

The Student Conference, held before Christmas, was an 

opportunity to explore ways in which students at the School 

can be supported to go on their own journey towards 

greatness. The student councillors discussed questions such as 

‘What makes a good character?’, ‘What kind of people do we 

need and want to be?’, ‘How can we feel more like a big family 

at CNS?’ and ‘What are the duties to ourselves, our families, 

our school and our local community?’ 

Youth Speaks 
Zone Final: Year 

12 students Luke 

Barnes, Ellie Lewis 

and Maddy Fisher 

joined forces to 

compete in this 

year’s Youth Speaks 

Zone Final. Luke’s 

powerful speech on 

‘saving ourselves 

from increased 

sexualisation’ held 

the audience 

spellbound. He was 

supported by the 

eloquent words of 

Ellie, as team chairperson and Maddy, as proposer of thanks. 

Although the team will not be progressing to the next stage 

of the competition, the standard and delivery of their 

presentation was extraordinary. As one audience member put 

it ‘Wow! The delivery of their speeches was so I engaging that 

I entirely lost track of time’.  

Performing Arts: On 11 January 60 Year 7 students visited 

Chipping Norton Theatre to see this year’s pantomime, 

Aladdin. The students spent the morning taking part in three 

different workshops designed to help them understand the 

conventions of pantomime and the skills required of the 

performers. The day was wonderfully brought together with a 

matinée performance which was hilariously funny and full of 

energy.  
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St Mary’s Primary  
Swimming Gala: Year 6 students 

report: In January, children from 

Years 5 and 6 went up to the Leisure 

Centre to take park in the Chipping 

Norton Partnership of schools 

swimming gala. St Mary’s had an A 

team and a B team. We all swam in a 

minimum of three races. We all 

swam really well. After everyone had 

done their races, someone came 

round saying who was in the final, 

and guess what? We made it into the 

finals! So we had to do a few more 

races, and when we had all finished;, 

Overall, St Mary’s A came first! We 

got two certificates, a medal and a lovely shiny trophy. 

Year 3/4 visits in Chipping Norton: This term our topic 

is all about our 

town and we have 

been out visiting 

some places in the 

Chipping Norton. 

First, we went to 

the Museum and 

learnt a lot about 

World War II and 

William Bliss who 

named Bliss Mill after himself. The Mill once had a fire and was 

rebuilt. We saw how people used to have a ration book and 

an air raid siren. Secondly, we visited the Library where you 

can borrow books, audio books and even DVDs. Everywhere 

you looked were books and they had a special area for the 

younger readers. We even got to share a book altogether 

about a Hurricane. Many of us will be returning with our 

families. 

Netball Tournament: Chloe and Jessica report: The 

Chipping Norton Partnership of schools held their annual 

Netball tournament. The girls’ team played four games, 

winning three against Charlbury, Holy Trinity and Hook 

Norton, and losing to Kingham. Our highest goal scorer was 

Madeline with six goals! Overall, we were second, which we 

were very pleased with. Our sporting champions were Chloe 

and Afonso. The Year 5s said that they are looking forward to 

it next year. 

Anglo-Saxon Workshop: Ava and Marnie report: Our topic 

this term is the 

Anglo-Saxons and 

the Hands on 

Oxfordshire’s Heri-

tage team came 

into school to run 

workshops with 

our year 5/6 classes. 

We did pottery and 

some amazing 

weaving. When we 

made our pots we 

used stamps to 

decorate them, 

using lots of 

different examples 

to gather ideas 

from. After the 

weaving we got to 

dress up and everyone had lots of fun. The boys wore short 

tunics and leggings whilst the girls wore long tunics. Overall it 

was really fun and everyone learnt so much more. 

Holy Trinity Primary  
Sporting achievements: Holy Trinity pupils continue to 

show dedication to their health and fitness, and to strive for 

excellence in their sporting activities: 

High 5 Netball: Year 6 pupils attended the Partnership 

Netball Tournament at Chipping Norton School, 

demonstrating excellent teamwork and perseverance 

throughout. They won their first two matches, then narrowly 

lost the following two, ending up third overall. Well done to all 

involved. 

Swimming Gala: The annual Partnership swimming gala was 

as exciting as ever. The standard of swimming was amazing. 

Holy Trinity team did very well and managed to qualify for two 

finals. The team came third overall, having had a fantastic time. 

Year 3 & 4 Ball Skills; Years 3 and 4 attended the annual 

Ball Skills Festival run by Chipping Norton School for the 

Partnership. The children had a wonderful time, joined in 

enthusiastically, and enjoyed meeting children from other 

partnership schools. Thank you to the Partnership for 

organising and running these events. 

Music Workshops: The ‘Serious Artists’ company came to 

Holy Trinity and performed workshops with Year 6 and 

Reception children. A composer and a world class beat boxer 

taught Reception children how to beat box, a skill which 

thrilled the class and is now regularly practised! Year 6 

children were inspired by some multi-instrumentalists, 

learning how to get inspiration for lyrics. The children wrote 

their own songs, using rhythms from a popular song. 

Children’s Mental Health Week: Children across the 

School joined in with activities to promote good mental 

health, learning about the importance of keeping our bodies 

healthy through exercise, a balanced diet, plenty of water, and 

a good night’s sleep. They learnt about what to do about small, 

everyday worries, and how to help deal with big worries. Year 
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6 volunteers have been trained as ‘Mental Health 

Ambassadors’ who are available at break and lunch times to 

help other pupils who might need support. 

NSPCC Maths day: The Junior Leadership Team helped 

organise a fundraising maths day, in aid of the NSPCC. 

Children came to school dressed in number-related clothing, 

and engaged in lots of fun maths activities such as making 

gingerbread numbers, number hunts and building trebuchets 

during the day. The School raised £188.60 for the NSPCC. 

Family Focus: Children from Years 4, 5 and 6 enjoy attending 

the Family Focus events and workshops offered by Chipping 

Norton Top School. Well done to the children who have taken 

part, and come back to tell their classmates about what they 

have done. 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic: Year 1 held a wonderful Teddy Bears’ 

Picnic to celebrate the end of their Teddy Bear topic. Well 

done to all the children for making bunting, hats, fruit snacks 

and bringing in their own bears to take part in the fun! 

KS2 choir: KS2 choir are practising hard for the Chipping 

Norton Music Festival, and are looking forward to their 

performance on Saturday 9 March. Do come and support 

them! 

PTA: Following last year’s highly popular event, Holy Trinity 

PTA are hosting a comedy night at the school on 29 March. 

All are welcome, tickets can be purchased from the school 

office. 

Acorns Primary  
Cross Country Team Champions: Six children and their 

parents braved some 

cold and wet January 

weather to represent 

Acorns in the South 

Warwickshire Schools 

cross country event 

for Key Stage 2. 

Despite very muddy 

conditions the child-

ren ran brilliantly. Our 

highest finishers were Lola (5th), Meg (6th) and Alice (11th) in 

the Year 3 girls’ race. Two of the girls received individual 

certificates for finishing in the top six, and all three finishing 

positions counted in the team event. As the combined score 

was the lowest in the race, Acorns were the team winners of 

the Year 3 girls’ race for South Warwickshire! The girls 

managed another team win in February’s race, where all three 

finished in the top ten. 

Fencing: Four members of Class 3 recently participated in 

the cluster fencing taster afternoon at Brailes Village Hall. 

They spent an hour getting to grips with correct fencing 

etiquette and different kinds of swords, eventually graduating 

to plastic replica swords – the children were even asked to 

practise ‘lunging’ and ‘jabbing’ each other so they could get 

used to how it felt (and yes, it did actually hurt!) Finally, they 

put all their new skills to the test in a circuit of mini fencing 

tournaments. 

Middle Barton Primary  
Middle Barton School continues to go from strength to 

strength. We have welcomed three new staff into school. Mrs 

Cat O’Driscoll who is our new School Business Manager, Miss 

Arthur, who teaches the Year 4 children every morning and 

Sarah Saxby who is our Home School Link Coordinator. We 

are also in the process of recruiting a Maintenance and 

Security Person.  

The children have been extremely busy since Christmas 

with swimming and netball competitions; visits to the local 

churches and a synagogue experience within school and a 

Year 5/6 residential to Glasbury. Our outdoor learning 

classroom is nearly complete and the children are looking 

forward to planting up boxes, monitoring the wildlife and 

investigating sustainable energy sources. It really is one of a 

kind! Our new relationship with the River Learning Trust is 

proving to be very positive and the staff are benefiting from 
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larger networks of colleagues, expertise and support. If you 

wish to find out more there are links on our new website 

www.middlebartonschool.org 

Kingham Primary  
After months of 

hard work and 

preparation, the 

KS2 choir set off 

for the Resorts 

World Arena in 

Birmingham for the 

Young Voices 

concert. We joined 

with 6500 other 

children, forming the largest school choir in the world! We 

performed a varied repertoire, ranging from traditional 

American folk music, Broadway hits and a pop medley. It was 

such a fantastic experience for the children, and their 

behaviour was exemplary.  

Nursery were delighted to welcome the superstars from 

TreeTech to the Nursery this month as part of their 

Community Link Thursdays. The children learnt all about the 

different jobs tree surgeons do, as well as exploring what 

makes trees special and learning about some of the animals 

who call them home. They were encouraged to think about 

how we can help plants to grow and were all very excited to 

take home their own birch cutting to plant. However, the 

highlight of the visit was watching Mr Southall demonstrate 

his climbing skills and then seeing Miss Pinfold being put 

through her paces as an apprentice employee.  

Great Rollright Primary 
Spring is here, and 

we’re planting our 

most ambitious 

school garden yet. 

We have new raised 

beds, and this month 

every child will help 

plant seeds for salads 

and vegetables. We 

plan to eat what we 

grow, by using our 

harvest in school dinners. We hope to inspire more children 

to love their veggies! Also since the last issue:  

Golf: Our Year 3s and 4s enjoyed trying out a new sport 

(pictured above), thanks to three introductory sessions 

courtesy of Danny Phillips of the Chipping Norton Golf Club.  

‘Always’ Club: We’ve launched a new reward scheme for 

children who always work hard and do their best. Those 

nominated by their teachers will enjoy a special breakfast in 

the Head’s office each half term.  

Website: We’ve overhauled our website, with a new address 

(https://great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk/). There are lots of lively 

photos and a blog with regular updates of activities in all the 

classrooms. 

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see 

all that we have to offer — including a free bus to Chipping 

Norton. Please make an appointment by calling 01608 

737202. 

Bledington Primary  
Space Camp: Lilah Y4 
reports: At the end of the 

normal school day, we got 

to stay behind and have 

some Space Fun with Mrs 

Rollins. We had a go at 

astronaut tests. We then 

split into three teams, 

each to go try a different 

activity. First, my team 

went to explore rockets. 

We blew up balloons and 

used them to power 

straws along the string. 

Then we went outside and made pop rockets using mystery 

tablets, tiny containers and water. When you put the lid on 

and left it on the ground, they popped up and some even 

nearly went on the roof! Then we went into the hall to learn 

about the order of the planets with amazing cuddly planet 

toys. Then we built amazing projectors of the different 

constellations in the sky with pins. When we shone torches 

through them, they looked really cool. We got to go outside, 

despite the near freezing temperature, and look through a 

huge telescope. The I-Pads showed us amazing constellations 

in the sky and we even got yummy hot chocolate to warm us 

up after our adventures. Space Camp was amazing and we all 

learnt so much! It was the best! 

ACE Centre Nursery 
Since January, the key question with the children at The ACE 

Centre Nursery School, has been how to get through the 

cold and wintery months till Spring restores hope and the 

promise of long light days outdoors! So, being three and four 

years old, solving this conundrum was, of course, a doddle. 

The snow and ice brought investigations, examinations and 

experiments; snow angels and snow slides; snow rainbow art 

projects; footprints, maps and an amazing ghost hunt! And 

most essentially, hot chocolate and camp fires outdoors. 

February started with wind and rain and we made a climbing 

wall out of rubber tyres, foam slabs, crates and pipes. 

Clambering over a self-designed obstacle course as it 

bucketed down, with the added challenge of a steep slope was 

great fun, very satisfying as the exercise required balance, 

perseverance, coordination and team work. The ongoing 

dynamic between healthy exertion, risk and challenge in the 

outdoors balanced with the quiet focus of in-depth thinking, 

conversation, problem solving and a wealth of resources, 

indoors, continues to make the ACE Centre Nursery School 

a very special and memorable place to spend your early years. 

Drop by any time for a visit. 

Town Nursery 
In addition to our usual song/group time, Nursery 3 have 

been focusing on music and movement throughout January. 

Music is very useful in helping to build self-confidence, self-

control and communication skills. It enables children to 

become more self-aware and practise sharing and turn taking. 

These sessions have also given us the opportunity to 

introduce positional language such as; up, down, in front and 

behind. We have been exploring how sounds can be changed; 
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loud and quiet, and listening to the tempo and changing 

movement accordingly. We have specifically used the song Ten 
Green Bottles to introduce the concept that things change in 

quantity when things are taken away. 

Sibford School  
Everything stops for tea: Overseas students at Sibford 

School enjoyed a quintessential English tradition when they 

made, baked, 

served and ate a 

typical afternoon 

tea. Out came the 

bone china cups 

and saucers; the tea 

pot was warmed; 

and there was a 

tasty offering of 

dainty finger 

sandwiches, cup-

cakes and scones 

… complete with clotted cream and strawberry jam. The 

students even discovered the contrasting traditions of Devon 

and Cornwall … discussing whether they preferred their jam 

on top of the cream or below. Student Emily, whose home is 

in Markkleeberg near Leipzig, said, ‘It was a great lesson and 

really enjoyable. We learnt all about the different types of food 

that make up a typical English afternoon tea. I am now looking 

forward to making some scones for my brother next time I 

go back home to Germany.’  

Open Events: Friday 8 March, toddlers and their parents are 

invited to come along to enjoy a Stay & Play session with the 

Early Years department. On Friday 15 March, we are hosting a 

Whole School Open Morning. On Saturday 23 March, Sibford 

will be hosting a Junior School Open Morning focussing on its 

provision for 3 to 11-year-olds. For further details on any of 

the above please call Elspeth on 01295 781203. 

www.sibfordschool.co.uk 

Kingham Hill School 
Kingham Hill rated second in Oxfordshire for A level 
progress: Following our record GCSE and A level results in 

2018 we are extremely pleased to announce that Kingham 

Hill School has been placed second in the county for pupil 

progress at A level. 

Recently released Department for Education figures 

show that our pupils, on average, achieve a progress score of 

0.47 (well above average) from GCSE to A level, a result that 

also places us in the top schools in the country. 

The progress score measure looks at our GCSE results 

for pupils and compares their Sixth Form exam performance 

with others nationwide who performed similarly at GCSE. 

In other news, the School’s Combined Cadet Force marked 

an important day in its calendar, with the contingent 

undergoing their Biennial Review on Tuesday 5 February. The 

Reviewing Officer, Lt Col Cooke, CO 3 Regiment RLC, 

inspected the contingent on parade, presenting awards and 

promotions to cadets. Lt Col Cooke got to see the cadets in 

action as they took part in a number of demonstrations of the 

various activities they undertake as part of their syllabus, 

including a section attack, field craft skills, first aid and 

weapons training. The contingent parade provided guests with 

a chance to see the School's newly formed Corps of Drums 

give their first performance. 

Windrush Valley School 
Wow! What an amazing 
time pupils from Forms 
4 to 6 had at Young 
Voices, Birmingham 
NEC this term. They 
joined in with pupils 
from hundreds of other 
schools to form a 6,000 
plus choir!! They 
experienced lots of live 
acts, including some for 
the teachers, Tony Hadley, formerly Spandau Ballet fame! 
Although a long day, well worth the visit and we can’t wait to 
go again next year ….. 

Well Done to our teams who entered the ISA 
(Independent Schools Association) 5-a-side football 
tournament, London, at the beginning of January. It was a very 
early start on a cold morning, and a long drive. The whole 
squad showed tremendous resilience against many 
premiership academy players. Well done. We are looking 
forward to you showing off your skills at our own 5-a-side 
football tournament in May. 

Good Luck to our girls U11 2018 trampolining team, who 
have been nominated for the U11 team award at the Chipping 
Norton Sports Awards this month. Also, having achieved Gold 
in the first round of the 2019 British Schools competition….. 
Watch this space! The Team won the Award and are pictured at 
the presentation on p20 (Ed) 
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Snow update so far 
We survived the first snow of the winter – we were lucky 

with the ‘right type of snow’ and not too much of it. About 

95% of the roads were gritted twice before the snow fell and 

about 99% of the roads in Chippy were cleared with the snow 

plough and tractor on Friday 1 March. Negatives – some very 

‘over-generous’ use of the grit from the grit bins in Trinity 

Road, Leys Approach, Hill Close and Church Street. Positives 

– a really great effort by the shops in the town centre with 

pavement clearing. Thank you. Grit bins will be replenished in 

due course by Chipping Norton Town Council. 

Cllr Mike Tysoe, Chair Town Council Snow Committee 

Snow thanks 
The Hospital League of Friends would like to publicly thank 

Mike Tysoe and the snow clearance team for the brilliant job 

they did at the Hospital last week. The snow plough arrived 

the day before the forecast snow and on the morning of the 

snow, the car park and roads were cleared very quickly. An 

excellent example of a community working together. Thank 

you to Mike and all concerned. 

Clive Hill Secretary, CN War Memorial Community 

Hospital League of Friends 

On behalf of myself and other residents of Foxfield Court a 

very big THANK YOU to those responsible for clearing part 

of our road with a snow plough, making it so much safer. I'm 

told by neighbours that it is the first time it has happened since 

the homes were built 11 years ago. It is very much appreciated. 

Kaye Freeman 

As Spring Street has uphill slopes at both ends we often suffer 

in snow. But even though the recent flurry wasn't too bad, it 

was great to see the snow plough come through! 

Congratulations to all involved, very grateful. 

Spring St Resident (name & address supplied) 

Disappointed family with dog! 
I was disappointed to read (December 

issue) that dogs may no longer be 

welcome in some parts of the New 

Street Recreational ground, either on 

lead or not. We moved to the area last 

spring and spent many happy hours at the 

park as a family with our children and 

family dog. Most weekends we would 

take a picnic down to the park and spend 

a few hours there. When using the park 

with our dog we always remove mess and don’t allow our dog 

to run over to people when off lead. When the children play 

on the park equipment we hold our dog on his lead as we are 

aware people don’t want an unknown dog running free near 

their children. By only allowing dogs a specific area away from 

the play equipment it will mean that we will no longer be able 

to enjoy the park together and will almost certainly mean that 

we won’t use the park as much, which is a shame as it’s such 

a great local facility. I feel that there should be more 

consultation on this decision and some specific reasons why 

the Council are creating a separate dogs area. 

Jodie Green  

Changing hospital appointments 
Recently I had occasion at short notice to cancel an 

appointment at Chippy Hospital, and, to do this, an Oxford 

telephone number has to be dialled, which is supposed to put 

callers in touch with the right department, which is not staffed 

every day, in Chippy Hospital. This being the case on 7 

February, I left a message, which I assumed would be passed 

on to the podiatrist concerned before my appointment was 

due. This evidently was not the case, which left me with a 

'missed appointment' call. What is the point of this system if a 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those 
of the Team.
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message cannot be passed on in such circumstances? A more 

general question occurs to me, which is why do we have to 

ring Oxford numbers for Chipping Norton Hospital? It was 

surely better when a Chipping Norton number, which put 

callers directly in touch with the local receptionist, was 

available. Incidentally, on a previous occasion I inquired 

personally at Chippy Hospital Reception about such 

appointments, only to be told later that they are not obliged 

to pass on, to the relevant specialist, inquiries of this nature. I 

always thought that this was part of the receptionist’s duties. 

Perhaps someone can enlighten me about all of this? 

Michael Goscombe 

Better Than First Class  
I have experienced at first hand the new Royal Mail Service 

which I call ‘Chipping Norton’s Better than First Class’. A large 

letter was posted at 2pm this afternoon in the collection box 

at the top of the escalator in the Co-op but it had no stamps. 

It was a large heavy letter that needed to be weighed at the 

Post Office counter. I telephoned the Chippy sorting office 

who could not have been more helpful and at 4pm following 

a telephone call I collected the letter from the sorting office 

and I tried to get the name of the person who had solved my 

problem but I was told that at least six people had been 

involved in the exercise. Thank You Chippy Sorting Office!! 

Tony Milhofer 

Woodburners and hypocrites 
I don't know the circumstances of 'local resident', but my 

own are thus; I have a woodburner, fuelled with locally 

sourced wood (including, for two winters, logs from an ash 

tree in my garden that had to be felled due to age and 

dangerous condition). I drive a 4x4 diesel pickup, 90% of my 

mileage is within 5 miles of home. I do not, however, take 

two or three flights abroad each year, or commute 50 miles 

each day to work. I do almost ALL of my shopping (including 

all of my Christmas shopping) in Chipping Norton. I get 

rather sick & tired, not of diesel and woodsmoke fumes – 

but of the rich, famous & powerful jetting around the world 

for conferences and photo opportunities in order that they 

can tell me how to live my life. Hypocrites, all of them! 

Graham White

Diamond Wedding celebrations 
Many congratulations 

to Harold and Anne 

Smith of Dunstan Avenue 

who are celebrating their 60th 

Wedding Anniversary on 28 March. 

They were married back in 1959 in 

Christ Church Cheltenham, have 

two daughters, a son, and six 

grandchildren – and have lived in 

Chipping Norton all their married 

life. 

The couple are well 

known in the Town 

with many friends. 

Harold was a con-

fectioner for many 

years for Browns 

the bakers, making 

many wedding, 

birthday and Christ-

mas cakes for Chipping Norton folk, before going to work 

for Rover in Oxford and latterly West Oxfordshire District 

Council from where he retired. Anne worked for the craft 

and wool shop in Chipping Norton for many years and is 

well known for her knitting. She also worked in West St 

News shop before retiring. Good wishes from all their 

family, friends and the Chipping Norton News Team. 

(with thanks to Debra Smith)

Harold and Anne now 
& then ...
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March (News out Monday 25 February) 

2nd The Overuse of Antibiotics 10-12 Town Hall see p15 

Coffee Morning for Katharine House 10.30-12.30 

Salford Village Hall see p6 

Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 - details p9 

3rd Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p28 

WOWI Friendship Tea Methodist Hall 2-3.30pm see p26  

5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p25 

6th Coffee, tea & light lunches for Missions Direct 
9.30am-1pm Methodist Hall see p13 

District Councillors’ Drop-in 10-11.30am see p10 

U3A AGM 2.30pm Methodist Hall - details 643117 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms  see p27   

8-23 Chipping Norton Music Festival - see p23 

8th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 

Deadline for Town Expansion responses - see p14 

9th Screen by the Green in Churchill - see p7 

11th Local History Society AGM & Tim Healey - The Story of 

May Morning in Oxford 2pm Methodist Hall 

13th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist  

Missions in Britain 

14th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p27 

16th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

18th Town Council Meeting 7.15 Town Hall see p2 

West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p26 

Amateur Astronomy Group AGM 7.30 Methodist Hall  

19th CN Probus (AGM) 11am Crown & Cushion details 645382 

20th Horticultural Assoc 7.30pm Methodist Hall see p26 

21st National Trust Assoc 2pm Broadwell Village Hall see p27

Library Talk by local historian Alan Brain 6pm details p10 

Over Norton WI 7.35 ON Village Hall see p28 

Green Drinks 8pm Chequers details  call 643635 

23rd Cemetery Clear Up Day 10am – refreshments as usual! 

Sunshine Cat Rescue Jumble Sale 11.30-1.30 Milton u 

Wychwood Village Hall admission 40p or a tin of cat food. 

Festival Concert - CN Music Festival 7.30 Town Hall 

see p23 

24th CRAG Sunday Tea Concert 3pm Charlbury - see p24 

25th Community Birth Evening 6-8pm Cotswold Birth 

Centre details p15 

28th Library Talk by novelist Jan Harvey 3pm details p10 

CN Flower Club 7pm Town Hall see p26  

29th Lions’ 1st Aid Awareness Course 7pm Town Hall see p25 

30th Society of Recorder Players - details 683550  

Wychwood Chorale Concert 7.30 Chadlington see p24 

April (News out Monday 25 March)  

2nd Neighbourhood Watch Action & Awareness Day 12-

5pm Town Hall - see p16 

Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p25 

3rd N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms  see p27 

U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - details 643117 

6th Mayor’s Charity Dance - see advert p9 

Criminals & Crime Fighters in Churchill 
Exhibition opens at the Heritage Centre see p9

Two 7 and 8 year old girls from Holy Trinity School hit the 

headlines in January after an amazing effort raising over £800 

for the homeless charity Shelter with a 

table top sale and online fundraising page. 

Honour and Alannah organised 

everything from what they could sell to 

what parents needed to bake! Honour’s 

mum Jodie told the News how, on a 

family trip to London, Honour spotted 

lots of homeless people, wondered why 

they were there, and how she could help. 

Then a playdate with school friend 

Alannah saw the pair create their own 

fundraising project, complete with 

posters and plans for the table top sale. 

Alannah’s mum Sam described it as the 

girls’ Dragon’s Den experience, ‘There 

was so much detail in the plans and the 

enthusiasm from the girls was amazing. 

They consulted and changed their plans, 

collected change and coins from around 

the house, donated some of their own 

pocket money to start the funds, and 

generally loved the organisation.’ 

Momentum built after Christmas, Sam said, ‘Alannah went 

through her toys and clothes, teddies, stationery and set aside 

things to sell. I baked some chocolate chip banana muffins. 

Some parents and colleagues at school were impressed by the 

girls’ plans. We got more toys, books and some 

baked goods’. 

To spread the word to family and 

friends, their parents helped with social 

media, Honour wrote ‘an amazing spiel’ for 

a justgiving page, and the girls watched 

with excitement as, donations rapidly came 

in – many with heart-warming comments. 

For the table top sale in January, everything 

was like a real shop outside their houses – 

next door to each other – with friends, 

schoolmates, and neighbours turning up 

and the girls explaining what they were 

doing and why. The sale raised nearly £200 

and the justgiving page over £600 – all for 

Shelter. Jodie said the girls were incredibly 

proud – as she and husband Paul were – 

especially as the idea was all their own. 

Sam praised the girls’ kindness, 

determination and selflessness adding, ‘If 

they know what it feels like to make a 

difference when they are 7 and 8, then 

hopefully they will know that they can 

achieve anything if they put their minds to 

it. We are very grateful to all those who donated and we really 

hope what the girls have done inspires others.’  

To donate see justgiving/fundraising/ and add 

‘alannahandhonourhelpshelter’ 

LOCAL NEWS

                   Well done Honour and Alannah

Honour and Alannah fundraising                    
for Shelter 


