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Summer  
Chippy looks forward to 

festivals, fetes & fun

Fun Time
Cast aside those Brexit Blues – it’s summer! Time for visitors 
and townsfolk alike to get out and about and enjoy everything 
Chipping Norton and our wonderful countryside can offer. 

First priority: Chippy Town Festival is back! A whole day’s free 
Town Centre fun on Sunday 30 June. Then there’s 
Pandemonium in the Park on 6 July. St Mary’s Church and the 
Theatre are hosts – 800 turned out last year, so don’t miss it. 

To get out and about this sunny (!) summer see lots of ideas in 
the centre pages. There are town and countryside walks 
including a new Town History Trail, open gardens, day trips on 
the bus, and fruit picking and foraging. 

In town try our wonderful Theatre for summer films, shows and 
workshops for youngsters. Plus how about a picnic and swim at 
our glorious Lido – or hang out al fresco outside Chippy’s many 
cafes and pubs and watch the world go by? 

The News Team wishes everyone a wonderful summer – we’ll 
be back in September. 

New HGV Action 
Protesters lobby Chippy’s new Town Council to stop    

HGVs ... Link Road ‘no use’ … Petitions to County Council 

In this Issue 
D-Day 75 Years – the Town Remembers ~ Chippy’s Climate 
Crisis emergency meeting ~ New boutique hotel coming 
to town? ~ EU results – Brexit and local views ~ Fibrefest 

sees sheep in Middle Row ~ Day in the life of a Vet 
Plus all the Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters

See centre Summer Supplement forSee centre Summer Supplement for                        
Out & About ideasOut & About ideas
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HEALTH UPDATE

Farewell to Dr Hargreaves 
Chipping Norton Health Centre is 

saying farewell to Dr Melanie 

Hargreaves as sadly she has decided 

to take up a GP role closer to home 

in Oxford. After many years of 

commuting, this will allow her more 

time with her young family. Practice 

Manager Chris Bean found time in 

their busy schedules to ask her a 

few questions: 

• When did you start in Chippy? In December 2013 at White 

House Surgery! Before that I worked at Wychwood Surgery 

for around 7 years: I was interested in work at a rural 

Cotswold practice, having moved from London. I worked with 

David Edwards, Caroline Keenan and all the White House GPs; 

then we moved to the joint surgery at the Health Centre. 

• What changes have you seen since working here? From 

working in two quite small GP surgeries, CNHC is quite 

different! We have a large team of doctors, nurses and allied 

health professionals like pharmacists, paramedics and 

prescribing nurses. There is more focus on care closer to 

home: with community services like cardiology, ultrasound, 

MSK, ‘hospital at home’, Witney Hospital and ambulatory care 

via the Horton. The NHS gets busier every year and pressure 

for appointments is rising. 

• What’s it been like for you? I’ve really enjoyed it; it’s a fantastic 

team of clinicians, receptionists and administrative support 

staff. Everyone works hard to do our best for every single 

patient within the rather stretched NHS. 

Chris ended with this message to Melanie: ‘Thank you for 

everything you’ve done for the practice and patients under your 

care. You will be sorely missed but we wish you well.  Your new 

practice is fortunate to be gaining such a committed and caring GP.’ 

Way In – to better health 
Do you fancy having a coffee and a chat? Would 

you like to have a regular weigh-in in private, 

chat to a few like-minded people and set 

yourself some achievable goals to improve 

your health and wellbeing? A small group is 

meeting fortnightly at the Health Centre on Friday mornings  

11am for an hour. We get weighed and take our own blood 

pressure, set ourselves some weight-loss targets and personal 

goals, and discuss how small lifestyle changes can affect long 

term wellbeing. Health Centre staff are supporting this 

initiative and we can request information from them to help 

us better understand what we can do to improve our own 

health. With the Health Centre’s support, this is patient-led 

and will hopefully have some great results. You don't need to 

register, nor come every week but we'd love to see you once 

in a while to hear about your journey to better health. One 

person attending has already lost half a stone, inspired by the 

mutual support within the group. Next month we meet on 12 

and 26 July. Look forward to seeing you. 

Peter Branson – CN Patient Participation Group 

Connect with Chippy’s PPG 
Chipping Norton Health Centre’s PPG is keen to hear from 

you: ideas for future events, areas that we could cover, 

anything that we can do to help improve the health of local 

residents. We’d also like to be able to communicate directly to 

send information about the PPG or ask a question about 

services, preferably by e-mail. Please let us have your email 

address, we will abide by GDPR and use it only for this 

purpose. This is not shared with the Health Centre or any 

other body.  The PPG email address is cnhc.ppg@nhs.net  

Peter Branson 

Try the NHS 111 service 
Many of us – particularly in rural areas like Chipping Norton 

which aren’t near an out-of-hours service, use NHS 111. A 

new ‘Help Us, Help You’ NHS 111 campaign highlights that for 

urgent medical help, NHS 111 can now be accessed online as 

well as by phone. The campaign also reminds d/Deaf and BSL 

users that the service is available by textphone and BSL 

interpreter relay service and information about the service is 

available in alternative formats on the website. For more 

information see 111.nhs.uk/ 

Current public consultations 
Our local NHS has public consultations about specific health 

services that may affect you in Chipping Norton. Currently 

Oxfordshire CCG are looking for public input on the 

following:-    

• Musculoskeletal Services (MSK) patient survey June-

August 2019 

• Patient Experience Survey Teenager and Young Adults 

Cancer Services 

• Digital Minor Illness Referral Service (DMIRS): Patient 

Feedback 

You can respond online at consult.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk 

Flu Jabs for carers 
It is very important that Chipping Norton Health Centre 

knows if you are a carer, as this will entitle you to a free flu 

jab, and allow the Health Centre to keep you updated 

regarding support for you and the person you care for. Please 

see www.chippingnortonhealthcentre.net, or visit the Health 

Centre in person to complete the 'I am a carer' form if you 

are a carer. Thank you from the Health Centre Team. 

Keep Healthy  
This month our Health Centre bids farewell to one of our GPs and has a message about flu jabs. 

There’s news from our Patient Participation Group (PPG) on ‘way in’ patient health chats, 
current public consultations, and the 111 service.  



kindly agreed to go along and cut the cake. All visitors 

welcome. Chippy’s Country Market was started in 1971 and 

continues in the Lower Town Hall on all Saturday mornings 

except for Farmer’s Market day when it joins that market 

outside with its own stall. If you want to help the Market – or 

join as a local produce supplier – telephone Tony on 641002. 

Waitrose at garage opens 
The new Little Waitrose forecourt shop opened on Friday 14 

June up at the at Shell Select 24 hour petrol station on the 

Banbury Road roundabout with petrol at 123.9p per litre on 

the first day! The store will be selling a range of Waitrose and 

Partners products, including Food to Go, Dinner for Tonight, 

and a selection of wines and beers. 

A very charitable hair day 
Three hairdressers have raised well over £10,000 for the 

Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team by 

bravely going bald! 

Salon owner Sue 

Bartholomew, of 

Bartholomew’s on 

West Street, with 

colleagues Wendy 

Zemitis and Nikki 

Hornsby were 

treated to full head 

shaves by Sam 

Watson, Sallyann 

Baker and Lynda 

Warner at the end 

of May surrounded 

by a good crowd of 

family, friends and 

clients. This brave trio were determined to celebrate 20 years 

of the Lawrence Home Nursing Team by following in the 

footsteps of Sam and Sallyann, who had themselves gone bald 

in 1999, raising £4,616 for the Lawrence Team, on that 

occasion being shaved by Sue and husband Richard. Sue told 

the News, ‘Lawrence Home Nursing is a charity very close to 

our hearts. We can all relate to someone who has benefited 

from the wonderful work the Team does. It is such a 

worthwhile cause. We have been absolutely overwhelmed by 

the support we have received and everyone’s generosity’. 

Jenny Nolan, Nursing Manager for LHNT, was delighted, 

saying, ‘20 years ago Sue and Richard organised a head shave 

at Bartholomew’s and 20 years later, in our Anniversary year, 

they’ve done it again! We are so grateful for their continued 

support. Well done Nikki, Sue and Wendy’. Asked about her 

new look, Sue admitted she had felt a bit emotional at the loss 

of her hair but added, ‘Now, I feel really good. It’s quite 

liberating, actually!’ And don’t they just look fabulous! Visit 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bartholomews-three if you’d 

like to add your donation .... 

New play area opens 
A new recreation area and play equipment, up at the 

Cotswold Gate estate off Burford Road, has its official 

opening at 11am on 14 July. Chipping Norton Town Council is 

installing and running it all. The capital and set up cost was 
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HGV protests at Town Council  
Chipping Norton’s newly elected Town Councillors went 

straight into action at their main June meeting. The Council 

Chamber was packed, mainly with the public wanting to see 

long-awaited action by Oxfordshire County Council on illegal 

air pollution and HGVs through the town centre. Local 

resident Christine Clinch spoke first, saying any new Link 

Road at Tank Farm would do nothing to stop A44 traffic 

through town. Cllr Jo Graves, a 20+ year veteran on this issue, 

praised the passion in the room, clearly supporting renewed 

effort. County Councillor Hilary Biles, in support, described 

her persistent efforts. New Councillor Gordon Brown, who 

is supporting direct action by a new town campaign group, 

asked for more concerted pressure on OCC to implement 

their long-delayed downgrading of the A44 and imposing 

weight limits on HGVs. District and Town Councillor Laetisia 

Carter demanded that OCC leader Ian Hudspeth be asked to 

come to the Town Council. A main agenda item on this is likely 

for the next meeting, and separately, the local Labour Party 

plan to petition OCC. 

The new Council is stepping up to some other important 

issues. Cllr Nova Bradley and a working group will focus on 

the state of the Town Centre – everything from weeding, 

repairs, and seating to ‘scruffy empty shops’. Better signage – 

including for The Theatre – could be part of this. New 

Councillor Georgia Mazower will work with colleagues on 

ideas for a new Youth Council for Chippy. Cllr David Heyes 

wants the Town Council to produce a brief for planners and 

developers to make our new homes designed ‘fit for the 21st 

century’ and with zero emissions. The Finance and General 

Purposes Committee will look at this. Finally, Councillors are 

continuing to support preparation for potential legal action 

about the lost Football ground at Walterbush Road.   

Chippy’s six new Town Councillors readily volunteered to 

take up formal Council committee places – but, somewhat 

controversially, only after re-elected members were given first 

choice to keep their committee places. The Town Council 

takes around £300,000 in Council Tax (doubled by them over 

7 years), but in fact unused reserves have risen from £361,000 

to £477,000 at the end of the year. How they spend it (or 

not!) and how they influence others on our behalf will be key. 

The next Town Council meeting is at 7.15 on Monday 15 July 

– the public are welcome.  

100 years for Country Market 
Chipping Norton’s Saturday morning Country Market is 

celebrating 100 years since the national movement was 

formed – with a ceremonial cake-cutting at 10am on Saturday 

13 July in the Lower Town Hall. Market Secretary Tony 

Milhofer told the News that Mayoress Peta Simmons had 

Sue Bartholomew centre with Wendy 
Zemitis (left) & Nikki Hornsby (right) 

and, above, Sallyann Baker,                           
Lynda Warner & Sam Watson  

Photo: Hayley Dunbar

Campaigners demanding an HGV ban
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funded from Section 106 money from the housing developers 

as part of their required contribution to community 

infrastructure. Running costs come from our Council Tax.  

Onwards with Brexit…or not? 
The national election for the 

European Parliament produced 

a predictable polarising swing 

away from the two major 

parties to the new Brexit party, 

as well as Lib Dems and Greens 

supporting Remain. Just over 

41% of the West Oxfordshire 

electorate (which includes 

Chipping Norton) took part, 

where the Liberal Democrats topped the poll (see box 

below). The South Eastern region, which includes Oxfordshire, 

will be sending ten members to Brussels on 2 July. Four Brexit 

members (including Nigel Farage), three Liberal Democrats, 

one Green, one Conservative and one Labour now represent 

all of us – including Chipping Norton.  

Robert Courts, Chipping Norton 

and Witney’s local MP, is a strong 

Brexit supporter despite a 

majority of his constituency voting 

Remain in the Referendum. He 

feels that ‘the EU was heading for 

an undemocratic federalism’ and 

was ‘keen to ensure that Brexit 

reflects the long term interests of 

the people of West Oxfordshire, 

who elected me’. Mr Courts 

resigned from his Government 

post to vote against the 

Government’s deal. In the Conservative leadership ballot, he 

said he was supporting Brexiteer Dominic Raab, who in June 

said he was prepared to close down (prorogue) Parliament to 

stop it delaying any ‘No Deal’ on 31 October. Some local 

people disagree with him. Over Norton farmer, Mike Kettlewell, 

has written to Mr Courts saying, ‘You suggest that most Britons 

were opposed to further integration, yet I and almost half the 

population were perfectly content with the present position. 

You say you are bound by the Manifesto pledge to honour the 

referendum result, but this doesn’t account for evidence that 

there might be a change in public opinion. The Conservatives 

and Labour are so divided, and agreement looks remote’. No 

doubt debate will continue over the summer months and much 

could happen – including calls for a General Election or a 

People’s Vote in the autumn.  

Meanwhile, former MP David Cameron’s memoirs will be 

published on 19 September, after some delay. His publisher 

says, ‘he will explain how the governments he led transformed 

the UK economy while implementing a modern, 

compassionate agenda that included reforming education and 

welfare, legalising gay marriage, honouring the UK’s 

commitment to overseas aid and spearheading environmental 

policy’ plus ‘his perspective on the EU referendum and his 

views on Britain’s place in the world in the light of Brexit’. In 

his latest role, Mr Cameron is to chair the advisory board of 

Afiniti, an Artificial Intelligence company, based in Washington. 

Fellow board members include Elizabeth Murdoch and Lord 

Browne, former BP Chief Executive. 

‘One Day in Chippy’ photos 
Put Wednesday 17 

July in your diary 

and make sure your 

cameras are ready. 

Chipping Norton 

Museum is going to 

produce another 

book depicting a 

day in the life of 

Chipping Norton. It 

is 10 years since the 

last one. Pauline 

Watkins from the Museum told the News, ‘We would like you 

to take photographs of people, their activities and anything 

else that is going on, that day. The photos must be taken any 

time from one minute past midnight on the 17th up until 

midnight that day’. Please send your photos (as an 

attachment) with a caption and a note of the time they were 

taken, to paulinewatkins58@icloud.com. Email or call 641712 

with any questions. Tell all your friends – make sure everyone 

you know is aware, the more photographs the better. 

Your own pop-up cinema 
Do you fancy a special screening of a favourite film? Brek and 

Luke Taylor-Tamblyn have set up an Oxfordshire branch of 

Portable Pictures and are offering residents of Charlbury and 

Chipping Norton 15% off summer bookings. Whether it's for 

a children's birthday party, entertainment at your wedding or 

you just fancy  your favourite film in the garden, they can tailor 

a package to suit your needs. Brek explained that they ‘set up 

a large portable cinema screen, professional PA system and 

full HD projector in any location, for a movie experience to 

remember. A popcorn and hot dog machine are also available 

if you fancy authentic cinema catering’. Brek and Luke have 

both worked in film (as a director and a sound technician). If 

One of Chippy’s MEPs

Farmer Mike Kettlewell 
with MP Robert Courts           

in Over Norton 

EU Election result 
Lib Dems top in West Oxfordshire 

While the Brexit Party won overall in the South East, 

Oxfordshire’s results were somewhat different – originally 

reflecting a more ‘remain’ stance back in 2016. West 

Oxfordshire voting – which includes Chipping Norton – 

was as follows: 

Liberal Democrat  

Brexit  

Green  

Conservative  

Labour  

Change UK  

UKIP  

Others  

The Liberal Democrats topped the polls by larger 

majorities in three other local districts: South Oxfordshire, 

Vale of White Horse and Oxford City – where Brexit came 

fourth after Lib Dems, Green and Labour. In Cherwell 

(Banbury, etc), Brexit beat Lib Dems with Greens third and 

Conservatives fourth.

31.6% 

31.3% 

14.2% 

11.0% 

5.4% 

4.0% 

1.9% 

0.7% 

District Nurse Jane Phillips pictured 
visiting patient Flo Langton                           

from the 2009 book
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you’d like to get some locals together to watch films or want 

support with a fundraiser then get in touch. For details visit: 

www.portablepictures.co.uk/ or call Brek on 01993 898937. 

Chippy remembers D-Day 
In the lengthening 

shadows of a sunny 

June evening 

representatives from 

the Town gathered 

to remember the 

75th Anniversary of 

the beginning of 

Operation Overlord, 

D-Day 6 June 1944. 

The British Legion’s 

Steve Kingsford said, 

‘We were honoured 

that Vice Lord 

Lieutenant Brian 

Buchan was with us, 

representing Her 

Majesty the Queen. We were delighted at a very good 

turnout. The occasion has touched the hearts of the Town 

with many remembering relatives who served in this and 

other campaigns in World War Two’. The stories of some of 

the men from the Town who served in Operation Overlord 

were told: four men who landed on 6 June and two who died 

in the subsequent bloody battles in Normandy. The Vice Lord 

Lieutenant then unveiled a new plaque listing all those who 

served in the campaign from the Chipping Norton area. The 

bugle then sang out the Last Post to herald a minute’s silence, 

to remember not just those who died but also those who 

returned home and after witnessing terrible sights, and many 

bearing serious wounds, picked up their lives and carried on. 

Steve ends, ‘All their names were read out with pride. We 

salute the courage and resilience of that wartime generation. 

Our sincere thanks to all who attended and made this a 

memorable occasion’. 

Swinging the night away 
As part of the ‘D-

Day’ commemor-

ation – but on a 

lighter note – the 

Armed Forces 

Trust of Chipping 

Norton wel-

comed around 

eighty local 

supporters and 

friends on Satur-

day 8 June to the 

Crown and 

Cushion Hotel for a wonderful Swinging 40s Night with the 

Swingettes and their Jazz Band. Everyone enjoyed a great 

buffet, and many joined in the spirit of the occasion coming in 

40s dress – ready for an evening of dancing and fun. Proceeds 

from raffle and ticket sales all went to military and local 

charities. Many thanks to all from the organisers, and to Linda 

and the team at the Crown & Cushion for being great hosts.  

Progress with Town centre Hub 
Plans are now 

progressing for St 

Mary’s Church to buy 

and convert the old 

NatWest Bank in 

Chipping Norton’s 

Town Centre to a 

community ‘Hub’. The 

Vicar, Rev’d James 

Kennedy, told the News 
that, in spite of the 

usual legal and other 

issues involved with 

such a major property deal, they hope to complete the 

purchase by the end of June. Meanwhile, a small St Mary’s 

team has been working with Banbury-based architects, 

Acanthus Clews on a vision for the new Hub. James said they 

hope to share some of these ideas with everybody soon – 

either at the Town Festival or at the Church’s big event 

Pandemonium in the Park on 6 July, so look out for the St 

Mary’s team at either of those events if you are interested. 

The team are also looking urgently for a part time 

Campaign Director for the significant task of fundraising – 

both for the old Bank and for the necessary redevelopment 

of St Mary’s Church itself. If you have fundraising expertise, 

are sympathetic to the Christian vision and values of the 

Church, and would relish the challenge of helping with the 

project please get in touch as soon as possible for a Job 

Description (alastair.ewer@stmaryscnorton.com). More 

exciting news soon ...  

Wreaths laid, the plaque unveiled and right  
Veteran WW2 Serviceman Peter Willers, 93, 

proudly honours his fallen comrades

Project Manager Alastair Ewer  &  
Rev’d Kennedy pictured in front of 
the old NatWest earlier this year
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New Council learns the ropes 
After their first meeting and Mayor Making in May (pictured 

below), Chipping Norton’s newly elected Town Council had 

to get ready for their first normal business meeting on 17 

June. With six out of 16 councillors new to the role, Mayor 

Don Davidson, assisted by the Town Clerk and the Town 

Clerk’s Secretary, held a briefing session in May for 

councillors. Topics covered included what the Town Council is 

responsible for, the Code of Conduct, the Council’s various 

committees – including other bodies where the Town Council 

is represented, such as Welfare Charities. Mayor Davidson 

told the News, ‘Councillors who have in the past been Chairs 

of the Committees made valuable contributions to the 

discussions. From the reaction of those present I think the 

session was welcomed and was informative. The main advice 

I’d give to any councillor, new or longstanding, if they are 

unsure about anything, is to ask – the Town Clerk, the Mayor 

or any other councillor; all will be happy to try and assist’. 

One new Town Councillor, Independent Sandra Coleman, 

told the News she found the session very informative ‘as it 

explained all the responsibilities that we have for facilities in 

the Town such as the Town Hall, cemeteries, playgrounds and 

others’. Sandra’s first formal main council meeting had been in 

May, which was ‘of necessity full of ceremony and formality as 

it included the Mayor Making and reports of work done last 

year’. She said, ‘I hope that future meetings will allow more 

opportunities for discussion and development. It was obvious 

at both meetings that we all have concerns about other issues 

that have great impact on life in our town such as air 

pollution, HGV and other traffic issues, housing, transport, 

empty shops and future development of the Town, none of 

which are under our direct control. I am hopeful that we can 

use the experience gained by the Town Council implementing 

new speed control measures and the enthusiasm of new 

Councillors to influence and work together with the District 

and County Council to make the changes that really matter’ 

150 years up for Sainsbury’s 
On Saturday 25 May, Chipping Norton’s Sainsbury’s store 

joined in the fun of the 

national celebration marking 

150 years since the well 

known family business 

started. Nationally, the 

Queen was the royal visitor 

to a special London store 

laid out in the fashion that 

many of those who grew up in the 1950s and 60s remember 

– she was pictured warily 

trying out the self-service 

checkouts. Back in Chippy 

there was a lot more fun 

– with the store hiding 

150 ‘presents’ around the 

nearby town centre. 

Anyone finding these 

could exchange them 

back in the store. The 

News Team was there to 

watch some present-

hunting in action – and 

found local young Chippy shoppers Henley and Minnie out 

with their mum and dad and doing well collecting an array of 

goodies after hunting down the hidden packages (pictured 

with store manager, Jay Lee). Jay told the News that, as part of 

the celebrations, the local Sainsbury’s team were going to 

support the Green Gym for 150 days, helping them out with 

staff time at the local sites where the Green Gym works. 

There was also a range of special promotions during the day 

– including 150 nectar points with every transaction over £1.  

Beckhams lose some neighbours 
David and Victoria Beckham were supposedly instrumental in 

persuading Prince Harry and his then fiancée, Meghan Markle, 

to spend precious private time in a house close to theirs in 

Great Tew. However, after the couple married and then 

announced news of the Duchess’s pregnancy, they became 

prey to the less disciplined members of the press. This 

resulted in Splash News and Picture Agency flying a helicopter 

at low level over their secluded home whilst taking photos of 

the Royals’ living and dining areas as well as their bedroom. 

Prince Harry has made no secret of his dislike of the 

paparazzi after their involvement in the death of his mother, 

Princess Diana. He took out a lawsuit against the agency and 

in mid-May accepted a formal apology and considerable 

damages. The Prince confirmed the money would go towards 

his legal fees and the remainder will be donated to charity. As 

a result of the lawsuit, Splash agreed to stop selling and 

publishing the photos, or to ‘repeat its conduct’ by taking 

aerial footage of Harry’s home, ‘which would infringe privacy 

or data rights or otherwise be unlawful activity’. Press have 

reported that the breach of privacy caused the Duke and 

Duchess to move out due to concerns over security .  

… so when you see those helicopters hovering over Chippy 

– watch out! 

Travel is so personal that at 
Travel Counsellors, we believe 
everybody deserves their own 
expert. 
So if you’re looking for a holiday 
to remember – and a personal 
service you won’t find anywhere 
else – I’d be happy to help 
Adele Lootes  
Travel Counsellor 

01608 880 006 

adele.lootes@travelcounsellors.com 

www.travelcounsellors.com/adele.lootes
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Join in the Pandemonium 
What do a 

gladiator, hog 

roast and bubble 

football all have in 

common? Last 

year, St Mary’s 

Church in Chip-

ping Norton 

hosted over 800 

people who came 

along and found 

out that those 

attractions were 

free and great fun 

– on offer at 

Pandemonium In the Park! Everyone is welcome to  join in 

again this year on the Common (behind the Recreation 

Ground) down New Street on Saturday 6 July 12-3pm. This 

year the Church is partnering Chipping Norton Theatre and 

there will be everything that was there last year –  and more! 

Add in a climbing wall, circus skills, street dance, a BBQ, a 

magician and even more cake and ice-cream – and hopefully 

there will be more Pandemonium in the Park! There will be 

something for all ages – from soft play and face painting for 

tots, bubble football and street dance for teens, gladiator 

battles and circus skills for all the family, and for the dare-devil 

pensioners there’s no top-end age limit for the climbing wall! 

But if you just want to enjoy the music, you can watch it all 

from the ‘Come to Tea’ tent serving tea and homemade cakes! 

Emma Kennedy from St Mary’s added, ‘As a Church we want 

to bless the whole Town this summer with an opportunity to 

join together and celebrate all that is great about Chippy – so 

it’s all free – we can’t wait to see you there!’ 

Our vital First Aid Unit 
Those people who attended the AGM of the League of 

Friends of Chipping Norton and District War Memorial 

Hospital on 22 May are now totally convinced that the 

service here in Chipping Norton is second to none. Friends’ 

Chair Jo Graves said the meeting heard from a Senior First 

Responder and Paramedic, Mike Lowe, who gave a very 

comprehensive explanation of the work of the First Aid Unit 

based at the Chippy Hospital. Space does not allow an 

explanation of the immense amount of work done by these 

highly trained personnel, but hopefully the News will be able 

to have a future feature on this valuable service run by 

South Central Ambulance Service. The meeting also heard 

that the League of Friends has a very active future, being 

single-minded about supporting the healthcare facilities 

provided by the NHS within Chipping Norton. Jo Graves 

said, ‘We are determined to be a watchdog for our services 

as we see the probability of future growth in our town. If 

you are interested in supporting the provision of NHS 

services – Outpatients Clinics and the Cotswold Birth 

Centre – both of which have benefited from the Friends’ 

generous donations towards essential equipment, and feel 

that you have some energy and ideas for maintaining the 

high levels of care and clinicians we have come to know in 

our community, please contact me as Chair of the League of 

Friends at jograves46@aol.com’. 

Climate Emergency Meeting 
Chipping Norton held its own Emergency 

meeting on Climate and Ecology on 19 

June to discuss the crisis and what 

action could be taken with a local 

flavour by the community.  Transition 

Chipping Norton’s Marcus Simmons 

told the News what the meeting at the 

Methodist Hall was all about. The Keynote 

speaker Dr Karsten Haustein, from Oxford University’s 

Environmental Change Institute, spoke on his Weather 

Attribution work (analysing extreme weather globally), and 

how we must stay well within 2° warming to avoid risking a 

cascade of ‘tipping points’. Several local youngsters spoke with 

passion about their  wishes for their future. Chippy’s Geoff 

Coleman was chair, using his background in the Forces and 

senior management in IT, health and social care (now running 

Mildmay Hospital in London and Kenya) to ensure the 

meeting ran smoothly! Local leadership coaching expert, 

Linda Aspey, helped with group discussions to share ideas for 

how we can work together to address the current Emergency 

in our area. 

TCN’s Marcus Simmons said, ‘The local interest, support, 

and ideas for positive action are very encouraging; clearly 

there’s a lot we can do! Now we really need “all hands on 

deck” –  sharing ideas, organising, and getting on with positive 

action. Please let us know how you can get involved, so we 

can coordinate better by completing the short survey on 

https://tinyurl.com/y6kzal5p. For more information email 

TransitionChippingNorton@gmail.com or call 07803 753684. 

Watch out for regular Learning & Action meetings (17 July & 

Last year’s Pandemonium in the Park 
attracted over 800 locals to enjoy the fun
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21 August) 7.45pm in the Lower Town Hall! You can also 

follow and join in the discussion, on TCN’s website 

www.TransitionChippingNorton.org or Facebook page’.  

Last month our local MP, Robert Courts, was also backing 

a petition supporting the Government in its bid to host the 

2020 Global Climate Change Summit (COP26) in the UK. He 

says he wants to send a ‘message to the world that the UK is 

ready to step up and take leadership’ on this issue.  

Putting our Elm on the map! 
In recent News issues, 

concerns were raised 

about preserving a rare 

Wych Elm tree which is 

next to the empty 

Chestnuts house on the 

corner of Spring Street 

and Over Norton Road. 

The site has planning 

permission for conversion 

into flats, and there is a 

risk that, at some point, 

developers may try and 

get rid of the tree. Local 

Chippy resident Mo 

Browne has been writing to the County and District Councils 

on the matter trying to get protection for the tree. She told 

the News that the Wych Elm, approximately 22.86 m/75 feet 

tall, has been described by Nick Mottram, Environment 

Strategy Manager for Oxfordshire County Council, as one of 

the best that he has come across in the County. As such, it 

deserves to be recorded and encouraged to flourish. Mo said, 

‘Efforts have been made to get this notable tree recorded on 

an important map of surviving elms in the UK formulated by 

the Conservation Foundation. By our next update we should 

have succeeded.’ To get an idea of surviving elms in Britain, see 

conservationfoundation.co.uk and their project on the great 

British Elm experiment. There are reports of other elms in 

the Chippy area, so if readers have knowledge of any, do 

please contact Mo Browne via the News. 

Katharine House events 
The Festival of Gardens is now in full swing (till 30 

September). More than 30 local gardens open on different 

days with many serving teas and cakes. Details at 

www.khh.org.uk/gardens. Wing-walking 2020 is your 

chance for the adventure of a lifetime! Book now for 21 May 

2020 for this amazing experience with the world's most 

experienced wing-walking team. Flown by one of the team's 

wing-walking display pilots, you’ll take to the skies on the top 

wing of a Boeing Stearman bi-plane and experience an 

exciting series of flypasts, zoom climbs, steep dives and banks 

in front of the family and friends you bring along on the day. 

Find out more at www.khh.org.uk/wingwalk. Abba 
Extravaganza on 7 September is at General Foods Social 

Club. The UK's leading ABBA tribute band Planet ABBA, with 

support from local band Under The Covers. 100% of ticket 

sales and proceeds raised on the night will go towards the 

Katharine House Hospice bed appeal and will be in memory 

of Quentin Bowser. Book your tickets today at 

www.khh.org.uk/abba-extravaganza. 

Safe walking to school 
Concerns about safety and 

parking near Chipping Norton’s 

three schools in town have 

caused some recent discussions 

at the Town Council about safer 

parking and encouraging more 

pupils to walk to school instead 

of so many short local car trips. 

A national ‘walk to school’ day at 

the end of May saw around  two 

million primary school children 

across the country join an 

organised and supervised walk 

together – to  help develop not 

only a healthy and safe habit but 

also reduce vehicle pollution. In 

Chipping Norton over 100 

people – children, parents, staff, Governors, Town Councillors 

and police officers walked through Chippy Town centre to St 

Mary’s Primary School. (see report and photo on Schools 

page, p30). The charity The Living Streets, founded nearly 100 

years ago, helps organise this nationally. 

Also now installed near Chipping Norton’s schools, with 

financial support from the County Council and effort by our 

County Councillor Hilary Biles, are new flashing 20mph signs, 

to slow traffic to safer speeds. These are designed to be 

turned on the beginning and end of the school day. The speed 

limits are advisory and just outside the central town zone 

soon to have 20mph limits imposed. It is hoped that the 

flashing warnings will be effective in slowing down passing 

traffic.  

Bledington shop takes shape 
Bledington Fete in 

June was a chance 

to show visitors 

the layout of the 

new Community 

Shop & Café, as 

well as the 

materials,  lighting, 

flooring and 

shelving. All this 

work is the result 

of a team of 

volunteers from Bledington and Foxholes, led by David & 

Camilla Bowditch. The Fete also launched a recruitment 

campaign for volunteers to serve in the Shop & Café.  

Robin McCullogh 

Great Rollright Market 
The Village Hall at Great Rollright hosts the next monthly 

markets on Saturdays 6 July & 3 August from 9.30-12.30. 

There will be the usual great variety of stalls with locally 

grown foods and handmade crafts. Come and enjoy breakfast 

bacon rolls and a fresh coffee on the terrace. More on their 

website: greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or for the 

latest news see facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket. 

Brenda Hayden 

Photo: Sinclair Scott

Brigette Buchanan, Queenie Goudie, 
Camilla Bowditch and Marina Burns 

pictured at the Fete 
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Friday night is bingo night 
Make a date on Friday 5 July for the next Friday bingo evening in 

Great Rollright – now a permanent fixture, raising money for a 

range of local village causes. With a relaxed atmosphere, everyone 

is welcome – bring a group and have a laugh. Games run from 

7.30pm to around 9.15pm. Bar, refreshments and cash prize pay-

outs. This is a non-profit-making event and all proceeds go to the 

Village Hall, Primary School and Parish Church development. 

Doors open 7pm. Future dates: 20 September and 18 October. 

Eyes Down, Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

Town Centre property news 
Rumours about 

exciting plans for 

the old HSBC 
building on 

Market Place 
(pictured) have 

been circulating for 

months. Agents 

Tayler & Fletcher 

were finally able to 

confirm in June 

that the property 

has indeed been sold to a young London-based Anglo-Italian 

company who intend to develop the building into an up-

market niche hotel. The company is in confidential discussions 

with WODC planners about how best to convert this 

complex building before submitting a planning application. On 

rumours of a possible ground floor Italian restaurant, the 

agents said the new owners may decide to include a 

restaurant but they could not confirm this. HSBC customers 

will be familiar with the fine glazed dome over the banking 

hall. It would be lovely if that could continue to be enjoyed by 

the public. In any case, the plan sounds like a great boost for 

the town centre. 

The smallest property available for rent, 12 New Street, 
is now under offer from a new tenant. One of the largest 

vacant properties the prominent 1-3 West Street, formerly 

André and Achille hairdressers, was thought to have been let 

with a planning application for new signage, but the possible 

tenant seems no longer to want to proceed. More news soon. 

The Albion Gallery in the High Street has closed and the 

owner has done a fine job of repainting, adding a new name 

(T & C Property) and it all looks very smart. But elsewhere 

in town the property market is reportedly a bit slow, with 

purchasers and tenants reluctant to commit to that final 

signing on the bottom line. Some very characterful properties 

available include 25 High Street (former Kench’s butchers 

but now stripped and ready for occupation) at £16,000 pa 

rental for 30 sq m of retail floorspace.  

Middle Row has become the place to be for niche retail 

and there are opportunities for new similar uses in the empty 

Carrick Travel building, which has a guide purchase price of 

£200,000 and the former Delicacy building, which offers a 

retail floorspace of 41 sq m and a spacious three-bedroomed 

flat above, all for an annual rental of £22,000. The old 

Harpers Department Store is still for sale, benefiting from 

planning permission for the construction of nine new houses 

to the rear and a reduced shop area with two flats above. 

Agents VSL said there had been interest but no sale. The 

expectation was that it would appeal to a developer who 

would build the homes, refurbish the retail building and sell 

on. All in all, agents were reporting a reasonable level of 

interest in vacant town centre premises but some hesitancy 

over commitment, given the current economic and political 

uncertainties. 

Upgrade & Art at The Crown 
The Crown Inn at Church 

Enstone has had a major 

makeover undertaken by new 

owners Victoria and George 

Irvine. They have launched five 

very comfortable and spacious 

en-suite guestrooms. 

Reclaimed timber floors, hand-

printed wallpapers and fabrics, 

exposed oak beams and 

rendered Cotswold stone walls all add character. George 

Irvine (pictured) is also a locally renowned artist and his work 

is displayed throughout the pub and in the bedrooms. George 

will also be hosting art courses – Making Paintings – 25-27 

June and 17-19 September. For painters at all levels of ability 

who like to work outside in acrylic and oils, this two-day 

course includes dinner and B&B at The Crown, and a visit to 

George’s home and studio in nearby Middle Barton for a talk 

and to paint – with a break for lunch. The last night includes a 

special three-course arts dinner hosted by George and 

Victoria. For more information or to book call 677262 or 

email crowninnenstone@gmail.com.  
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Space Chase reading challenge 
It’s time to get set to blast-off in the Space 

Chase reading challenge at the Library this 

summer! You can Join Oxfordshire Libraries 

from 13 July to 14 September for an 

intergalactic reading adventure into space! 

Children across Oxfordshire can take part in 

the Space Chase Summer Reading 

Challenge 2019. Join our super space 

family The Rockets for a special mission to track 

down books nabbed by mischievous aliens! Read 

at least six library books of your choice over the 

summer holidays and, as you read, collect stickers 

(some are smelly!) to help The Rockets track 

down the aliens and find the missing books. 

Complete the challenge and get a Space Chase 

bookmark and game, wristband, medal and certificate. Under 

3s have their own special card and stickers. 

Out of this world … There’ll be lots of brilliant new books 

and activities at the Library throughout the summer holidays 

and there’s a website to add to the fun too, as we celebrate 

50 years since the Moon Landing! Visit 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/spacechase to find out more. The 

Library will also be hosting two story-time and craft sessions 

for primary school-age children in August: Rockets and Robots 
on Thursday 8 August and Alien Alert! on Thursday 22 August 

– both are free & run from 10.30-11.30am – just contact the 

Library (643559) to book your place.  

Illustrations © Adam Stower for The Reading Agency 
Sally Moore – CN Library Manager 

Farmer Clarkson on TV 
Jeremy Clarkson, known best for his TV motoring 

programmes, is to begin a new streaming series entitled        

I Bought a Farm. Jeremy, who has a 1000-acre farm just outside 

Chipping Norton says, ‘We shall be showing it, warts and all, 

life, death and form filling’. He said it will be much more hard-

hitting than the BBC's Countryfile and other nature 

programmes. His main concern is food supply shortages due 

to soil depletion. Jeremy recently claimed the Oxfordshire 

farm had made him carbon-neutral because it consumes more 

carbon dioxide through photosynthesis than he has generated 

on the racetrack. According to the press, he has also given up 

red meat and is heading towards more vegetarian habits. 

Currently growing wheat, barley and rapeseed, he has created 

new wildlife habitats by clearing and replanting streams and 

ponds. He says he spends much of his time at the farm cottage 

and plans to build a larger home on the site. Filming begins in 

September.  

Drop in at the Methodists 
If you pop into Chipping Norton 

Methodist Church Hall you can 

admire the work of the Junior 

Church members who have been 

completing the collage of Goliath 

to go with the one of David done 

during Open Week. Pictured are 

junior church members Isla and 

Sam. There is always a welcome at 

the Hall at the regular Market Day 

coffee mornings (9.30-11am) 

which include the one on 

Wednesday 10 July supporting the 

Lawrence Home Nursing Team 

and Wednesday 14 August for 

Methodist Homes. And don’t forget the monthly Cuppa, Cake 

& Chat afternoons run by West Oxfordshire WI and the 

Church 2.30-4pm on Sundays 7 July and 4 August.  

St Andrew’s Rollright update 
As announced in a previous News, St Andrew’s Church in 

Great Rollright now has a new Rector, Rev’d Janet Faull. Her 

induction and installation was held on 22 May, a wonderful 

service led by Bishop Colin Fletcher. She had been Vicar of St 

Barnabas, Gloucester and Area Dean of Gloucester City. She 

trained originally at the Royal Academy of Music and the 

Guildhall School of Music and Drama gaining a Post Graduate 

Diploma in Music Therapy. Later on, alongside being a mother, 

she was a Primary School teacher. Janet is now the Rector of 

Hook Norton, Swerford and Wigginton as well as Great 

Rollright so she will be out and about in all the villages and 

taking services in the four churches. Please do say hello if you 

meet her. Everyone is welcome to any of St Andrew’s services, 

coffee/tea and fellowship is always shared after the 10am 

Sunday services, a new Calendar of Services will be available 

soon. Or just pop in at any time, the church is open during 

daylight hours and offers a quiet, cool space for thought and 

prayer. For more information contact the Benefice Office by 

email: office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk or phone: 737995. 

Sarah Durham 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861
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Dogs having fun in Churchill 
The Churchill Fun Dog Show in early June attracted great 

support and a large number 

of enthusiastic entries. A 

News Team member went 

along and reported lots of 

fun for both people and 

dogs, although there was an 

occasional air of earnest 

competition! Judges 

Heather Shute and Mary 

McMonnies from Medical 

Detections Dogs had such a 

difficult time choosing from so 

many lovely dogs, but awarded 

the Edward and Annette 

Batchelor Memorial Cup to Best 

in Show Winner Indiana and her 

owner Emma Hunter and 

Reserve Best in Show to Leroy. 

Everyone also enjoyed a 

Scentwork demon-

stration from 

Leamington Dog 

Training Club, the 

dog Agility and the 

Steeplechase and 

Scurry kindly run by 

Steve and Sally 

Allen. Non-doggy 

enjoyment included 

delicious cakes, teas, 

‘shoot the firemen in the stocks’, pony rides and donkey 

petting. Anne Batchelor, who helped organise the Show, 

thanked the judges, the main sponsors Door2Door Pet 

Supplies, Churchill and The Chequers, Churchill. She also 

thanked everyone who gave generous donations, prizes and 

their time plus the good causes involved including Regal 

Equestrian and Jane Gould (PACT) who was sharing her 

expertise in the Gundog Training Ring. Thanks to Melvin 

Green for taking photos of the classes. The Dog Show raised 

£420 for Medical Detection Dogs. More photos at 

www.churchillsarsden.com. 

Movies at Churchill 
Screen by the Green films at Churchill & Sarsden Village Hall 

over summer include on Saturday 13 July – Bohemian 
Rhapsody, a foot stomping celebration of Queen, their music 

and their extraordinary lead singer Freddie Mercury. It 

follows the singer’s life from just before he joins the band in 

1970 to their 1985 Live Aid performance at the original 

Wembley Stadium in London. It stars Oscar-winner Rami 

Malek. Tremendous performances and a great box office 

success. Saturday 10 August is a screening of The Favourite 
with Oscar-winning Olivia Colman starring as Queen Anne in 

early 18th century England in this period black comedy drama 

complete with wigs, breeches, beauty spots, pigeon shoots 

and indoor duck racing. Rachel Weiss plays her close friend 

Lady Sarah Churchill, alternately tender and abusive. Emma 

Stone as new servant Abigail completes the magnificent 

triumvirate of actresses creating a salacious palace triangle. All 

films start at 7.30pm; tickets £5 pay on door or to book call 

659903 or email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Need a ‘Mummy Concierge’? 
A new business – the first of its kind in the UK for new and 

expectant mothers – has 

been launched by 39-

year-old Tiffany Jones 

(pictured), who splits her 

time between Chipping 

Norton and London 

with her husband and 

young family. Tiffany’s 

‘Mummy Concierge’ 

website promises 

‘Personalised planning 

from bump to baby … from organising Pinterest-worthy baby 

showers to researching the best prams to match your 

lifestyle, The Mummy Concierge aims to take the load off 

time-poor (and exhausted!) pregnant women and mummies. 

From baby registry assistance and hospital preparation to 

weekly pregnancy support and updates, babymoon planning, 

and everything in between, we are here to help with any baby-

related request!’ In a feature in the Daily Mail, Tiffany said she 

hit on the idea when she was expecting her son and trying to 

get to grips with car seats and antenatal classes. You can talk 

to Tiffany for advice and help – and pay for a bespoke service 

by the hour. ‘What usually ends up happening is that mums 

will give me a list of three things they need help with and by 

Photo: Melvin Green
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the end of it there’ll actually be 10 things they want help with. 

Every mummy is different and every mummy has a different 

budget’. Tiffany’s services might sound like the preserve of the 

super-rich – and she does have some celebrity clients – but 

she says mothers treated to a maternity concierge service are 

25 per cent more likely to keep on working. More at 

www.themummyconcierge.com. 

Yes to £150m motor museum 
Plans for a major 

visitor development 

at Enstone have 

been given the go 

ahead after West 

Oxfordshire District 

Council’s Develop-

ment Control 

committee gave it 

conditional approval 

in June. A meeting, packed out with both supporters and 

objectors, provoked over three hours of debate with 

Councillors eventually voting 12–7 to approve. The scheme, 

which will be located at Enstone Airfield, is for a centre, 

designed by architect Norman Foster, and housing 200 classic 

cars in a landscaped environment. There will be 28 holiday 

cottages alongside and 200,000 visitors per year are expected. 

£1.7m will be spent on projects for the community. The plan, 

which had seen 180 letters of objection raising traffic and 

environmental issues, is the brainchild of 77-year-old 

American businessman and philanthropist Peter Mullin. 

Despite traffic fears, Oxfordshire County Council’s Highways 

Department did not object to the plans and County 

Councillor for Chipping Norton (and Enstone), Hilary 

Hibbert-Biles, spoke in favour of the museum. She was quoted 

in the Oxford Mail as saying, ‘I truly understand the concerns 

of residents regarding traffic and I do believe there can be 

conditions to mitigate this. This development will be a feather 

in the cap of this area. It is a wonderful opportunity and 

something we could be proud of.’ 

VIPs and villains at Sarsden! 
On 24 May that little gem, 

the Churchill and Sarsden 

Heritage Centre, 

welcomed several 

illustrious guests to 

celebrate the completion 

of major restoration and 

repair works. His Grace 

the Bishop of Dorchester, 

the High Sheriff of 

Oxfordshire Lady Sylvia 

Jay, and Mayor Don 

Davidson, accompanied by 

Mayoress Peta Simmons, 

attended the occasion. 

Also present was crime 

historian Dr Nell Darby who has curated the current 

fascinating exhibition entitled Criminals & Crimefighters, 

featuring local miscreants of past centuries. The recent repair 

and restoration work at the Centre cost the best part of 

£50,000 which included a new roof, replacing all the screens 

in the building and other necessary bits and pieces, according 

to the Chairman of the Heritage Centre, David Chambers. 

The money was raised from various grants, donations and 

careful husbandry over the years. Inside this former chapel of 

rest are audio visual displays, fascinating local history, the 

aforementioned exhibition and a great deal of information 

about three very significant figures, all born in Churchill. They 

are William Smith, the ‘Father of British Geology’, Warren 

Hastings who was appointed as the first Governor General of 

India in 1774 and James Houghton Langston, Squire of 

Churchill, who financed both Chipping Norton Town Hall in 

1842 and the railway in 1854. The Centre really is a delightful 

little place to visit and is set in beautiful surroundings. It is 

open April to September on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank 

Holidays from 2-4.30pm, admission free. 

www.churchillheritage.org.uk 

 

 

Top:Heritage 
Centre Chair 

David 
Chambers & 
the Bishop of 

Dorchester 
(holding bottle 
of Bad Habit 
beer!) Right: 
The Mayor, 
High Sheriff 

and                   
Mayoress
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Martyrs’ song at reopened Swan 
A new song telling the story of the 1873 Ascott Martyrs had 

its world première on 16 June at an event at the newly 

upgraded Swan pub in Ascott under Wychwood. The family 

tree of the Martyrs’ descendants was on show as well as the 

wall-hanging produced by local women. The song by Mark 

Pidgeon, partner to one of the Martyrs’ descendents and 

founder of the Wychwood Folk Club, was set to a six-minute 

YouTube video. Oxford Brookes University, Cotswold School 

and Windrush Valley School helped with the production. The 

Ascott Martyrs were 16 women, some with babes in arms, 

who were imprisoned in 1873 for supporting their striking 

farm worker husbands. This traumatic event led to a major 

riot in Chipping Norton and a reprieve from Queen Victoria. 

Lawrence Team fundraising 
The Lawrence Home Nursing Team is very grateful to the 

many longstanding friends and supporters fundraising this 

spring and summer. In May, Wendy Zemitis, Sue Bartholomew 

and Nikki Hornsby completed a head shave at Bartholomew’s 

Hair and smashed their original target of £2000 by raising over 

£10,000 (see article p3). During May’s Oxfordshire Art Weeks, 

Jacky Radbone Paintings in Chadlington donated £540 from 

her art exhibition and artist Andrea Bates of Enstone donated 

£470. And there’s still time to get your tickets for the Proms, 

Picnic & Fireworks at Kingham Primary School on 29 June. 

Tickets via www.lawrencehomenursingteam.org. Thank you to 

all who  attended and supported fundraising events this 

Summer including Bippity Boo, Chipping Norton Tea Set, 

Chipping Norton School, Chipping Norton Catering, Evenlode 

Investments, Wise Funds, Savills, Haynes, Hanson & Clark, 

Kingham Primary School, Kingham Hill School, Wild at Heart, 

Woodstock Roofing and Waitrose & Partners, Banbury Store. 

Verity Fifer 

Alan Watkins 1938 – 2019 
The News was sad to hear of the 

death, on 16 April, of Alan 

Watkins, who contributed much 

to preserving Chipping Norton’s 

local history and the Museum. 

Alan was born at the War 

Memorial Hospital Chipping 

Norton to James and Eva of 

Salford Mill, attended the British 

School in New Street, and was an apprenticed carpenter to 

Burbidge & Son. After Air Force National Service he worked 

at Alfred Groves & Sons at Milton under Wychwood until 

retirement at 70 – one highlight was making the kitchen for 

Princess Anne’s home. Alan’s many interests included the 

GWR railway; his grandfather had been crossing keeper at 

Churchill. He enjoyed model-making (including helping with a 

model coach presented to Prince Philip). Alan’s local and 

family history interests made him into a renowned local 

expert. Brenda Morris from our Museum sent this tribute. 

‘Alan was a dedicated Society member joining soon after its 

beginning and had a considerable knowledge of the history of 

the Town and surrounding villages. He contributed to several 

books published by the Society and gave numerous talks to 

our and other local societies. He was also an avid collector 

of local postcards and historical documents. Alan was on the 

Local History Committee when the Museum started in 1986 

and became Chairman, a position he kept until this year. Alan 

will be very much missed’. Alan was also active in Churchill 

village life, from Screen by the Green films to being a 

Sidesman at All Saints, helping run the village Car Show, and 

the Churchill Heritage Centre. Alan leaves his wife Shirley 

(whom he married at All Saints Church, Churchill in 1964), a 

son, daughter and five grandchildren.  

With thanks to Brenda Morris and Alan’s son Chris 

Richard Sumner 1944 – 2019 
Over 700 people attended the 

funeral of former Joint Master of 

the Heythrop Hunt on 29 April. 

Held at St Nicholas Church in 

Heythrop village, the service was 

conducted by local vicar, Rev’d 

Ginny Thomas, and Rev’d Canon 

Glyn Evans from North Shields. 

Former Master of the Cotswold 

Hunt, Nigel Peel, gave the eulogy to 

the packed congregation with 

further mourners accommodated in a marquee in the church 

grounds. A hunting horn sounded ‘Gone Away’ at the end of 

the service and liveried hunt staff carried Richard’s coffin over 

the wall into the churchyard. He would never have stopped to 

open a gate when hounds were running and was not about to 

start now! Richard became Field Master of the Heythrop in 

1981 and Joint Master in 1984. He held office for a total of 27 

seasons and was renowned as one of the finest Field Masters 

of his time. He bred the Heythrop hounds for many seasons 

and won the prestigious Peterborough Championship no less 

than seven times. He hunted until last season when he 

received the diagnosis of a brain tumour. His beloved hounds 

and horses were present to bid him farewell.
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Chippy fire crews in action 
May saw 18 call-outs in Chipping Norton 

for our crews, one of these being a road 

traffic accident on the A44 where, 

following a collision involving two vans, 

crews from Chipping Norton and a specialist 

rescue unit from Kidlington were mobilised. On arrival crews 

were faced with two persons physically trapped and requiring 

extrication. Working closely with our partner agencies, 

Thames Valley Police and South Central Ambulance Service 

NHS Trust, crews used specialist hydraulic rescue equipment 

to release the people involved. I would like to take this 

opportunity to advise all drivers to take care when driving 

around the County and for further information and specific 

advice please visit our 365alive website and our drivers-and-

passengers webpage. Please remember to keep safe and to 

test your smoke alarms regularly. 

Simon Sumners – Station Commander  

Drugs and vulnerable children 
Some in Chipping Norton may be aware of occasional drug 

dealing and misuse – and, in recent years – connections with 

wider drug issues. You may have heard of or read in the local 

news the expression ‘County Lines’. It refers to a growing 

system of drug distribution from the big cities to smaller 

towns and villages. The major dealers are the top of a pyramid 

that descends through various levels and often ends with 

children groomed and exploited for the purpose. The 

situation has recently been highlighted in the BBC serial 

Eastenders. Oxfordshire County Council social workers, 

together with Police, health professionals and teachers, are 

being trained to spot signs of a child who may be being 

exploited and is showing signs of uncharacteristic behaviour. 

Support is being given in schools which have raised concerns 

about students being targeted by gangs. Supportive parents 

and family members play an important part in promoting self-

esteem and helping children maintain control over their own 

lives, so they are less vulnerable to exploitation. If anyone in 

and around Chipping Norton has any concerns over a young 

person who may find themselves in this situation please call 

the Multi Safeguarding Hub on 0345 0507666. If you want to 

report an issue anonymously phone Crimestoppers on 0800 

555111. 

Latest crime statistics 
In April there were 54 crimes reported in the Chipping 

Norton Neighbourhood area. The breakdown was: Anti-social 

behaviour 11, burglary 4, criminal damage/arson 6, drugs 1, 

other theft 7, possession of weapons 2, shoplifting 3, vehicle 

crime 9, sexual and violence offences 11. Visit 

www.police.uk/shape/sMi1qH/ to find out more about these 

and for progress on solving crimes. To report a crime or 

contact local police call 101. 

Police & neighbourhood safety 
This month’s reports from the Fire Station, the County Council on drug crackdown, 

and latest crime statistics
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The Theatre 
Spanish Rhapsody – Thurs 5 

September 7.45pm. An evening 

of music and dance evoking the 

rich and varied colours of Spain, 

with an intriguing Chipping 

Norton connection. World 

renowned artists, classical 

guitarist Xuefei Yang & Spanish 

dancer Maria Vega, join their 

talents to celebrate a rich 

heritage of Spanish music and 

dance. They will be showcasing 

great Spanish composers on 

that quintessential Spanish 

instrument, the guitar, and a broad variety of Spanish dance 

from flamenco to danza estilizada (classical Spanish dance). 

Xuefei Yang, hailed as a musical pioneer, was the first-ever 

internationally recognised Chinese guitarist, ‘one of the top 

100 musicians of our time’ (Classic FM). Maria Vega studied 

with many of the great flamenco masters and was a soloist for 

the ‘Nuevo Ballet Español.’ Her own dance company was 

featured in the documentary ‘Spanish Dancer, London Life.’ 

A pre-show talk features local Chipping Norton resident, 

world-renowned luthier Paul Fischer, whose guitars will be 

used exclusively during the show. Join them all for a journey 

through the rich and broad tapestry of Spanish dance and 

music, played on world-class instruments made right here in 

Chipping Norton. Details & tickets from Box Office 642350 

or at www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

In-house production – Skylight: Wed 11-Sat 21 September. 

David Hare’s play sees 

Schoolteacher Kyra 

receiving an 

unexpected visit from 

former lover, Tom, a 

charismatic self-made 

restaurant tycoon. As 

supper bubbles on the 

stove and a cheap 

electric heater tries to 

dispel the cold of a London winter’s night, flickers of their 

passion rekindle. As they fall into a battle of opposing politics 

and mutual desire, is the gap between them too great to be 

bridged? One of the great intimate plays of passionate ideas 

and complex love. Director John Terry answers why David 

Hare’s highly pertinent story is one to watch. 

Q Why Skylight? – Firstly, it is one of those great intimate 

theatrical experiences that, as an audience member, you can 

just sink into. The characters are so beautifully drawn, the text 

so funny and so real, the setting so believable. It is hilarious at 

moments, and at others, deeply moving. I chose it because it 

seems to me a play that asks: ‘can you really love someone if 

you fundamentally disagree with them?’ It seems, in our 

divided age, like an incredibly crucial question. 

Q Why has David Hare become one of the UK’s most successful 
writers? – His forte is the fusion of ideas and politics with real, 

human dramas. He creates works that are deeply and 

genuinely entertaining – they really deliver a good night out – 

but still have something to say about the world. Skylight is 

David Hare’s most produced work, not just because of its size 

and intimate scale – it manages to bring a real human 

tenderness and delicacy to the stage, whilst almost 

imperceptibly exploring huge challenging ideas about how we 

live. 

Skylight, Olivier Award winner, was originally at the National 

Theatre in 1995 before the West End and Broadway. All 

Tickets and performance times from Box Office 642350 and 

at www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Friends of The Theatre 200 Club Congratulations to 

recent winners of the £50 monthly prize: February: Pauline B-

B, March: Jennifer C, April: Mr & Mrs J S, May: Jan C. And big 

thanks to all 200 Club members – giving vital support to The 

Theatre, a registered charity. The 200 Club has now raised 

over £12,000! For a chance of winning the monthly £50, or 

bumper Christmas Prize – call in the Box Office and pick up 

a 200 Club leaflet. 

Summer holiday workshops 
Take Part – Theatre, Chipping Norton 29 July – 9 August. 

There are some great drama and music workshops for 

youngsters.  

• Three Day Drama (5-7 years) 29 – 31 July 10am-3pm. 

Interactive workshop with improvisation, mime and 

storytelling – fun and exciting with a Wednesday stage 

performance. £90.  

• Three Day Musical Theatre (5-7 years) 5 – 7 August 

10am-1pm. Working with creative practitioners, high-

energy workshop with practitioners – sing songs and learn 

some dance routines with final stage performance 

12.45pm Wednesday. £70. 

• Drama Weeks (8-14 years) 29 July – 2 August 10am-4pm 

(7.30pm on Friday); 5 – 9 August 10am-4pm (7.30pm on 

Friday). With a theatre professional, develop a theatre 

piece together, final stage performance 6.30pm Friday. 

£130 per week. 
• Musical Theatre Weeks (8-14 years) 29 July – 2 August 

10am-5pm (7.30pm on Friday); 5 – 9 August 10am-5pm 

(7.30pm on Friday). With theatre professionals, create a 

musical theatre show, final stage performance 6.30pm 

Friday. £145 per week. 

Book performance tickets in advance from Box Office 642350 

or www.chippingnortontheatre.com.  

The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock, 30 July – 29 

August. Tuesdays: TOM-TOTS 10.30-11am, Stories, songs and 

rhyme for under-fives. Free. Tuesday and Thursdays: TOM-ART 

2-4pm, creative drop-in sessions. £2 child/£5 family. 

Wednesdays: Wicked Workshops for children age 7+ to 

include archaeological investigations, hands on science, 

animation and interactive story sessions about the Vikings. 

Times & details at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums. 
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students £5, U16s free. 07711 606996 or on the door. 

www.adderburyensemble.com 

Dean and Chadlington Music Festival – 18-21 July. Some 

tickets still available 

• 18 July: An Evening of Opera (sold out) 

• 19 July: Jazz with Dom Frank’s Strayhorn Quartet 7.30pm, 

Chadlington Church. £18 (wine included) 

• 20 July: Coffee Concert 10.30am, Chadlington Church; 

Festival Gala Concert – 7pm, Ditchley Park (£46 including 

welcome wine) 

• 21 July: Festival Singing Competition, 10am, Chadlington 

Church. £5 on the door. Tea & coffee & biscuits during 

adjudication; 2pm The Aurora Trio (sold out); Twilight 

Recital 9pm, Spelsbury Church £17 

Festival goers 18 and under receive 50% discount on all 

tickets and subscriptions. Full weekend ticket for all events, 

except Opera & Food: Single £95, Couple £180. Further 

information 658857 or boxoffice@chadlingtonfestival.org.uk 

Moonstones at the Rollright Stones – from 6.30pm 

Saturday 20 July. An evening of 

music and astronomy to 

celebrate Apollo 11’s landing on 

the Moon, 50 years ago to the 

day. Bring a picnic. Stratford 

Festival Orchestra and choir 

perform a concert of music 

inspired by the moon & stars – 

8pm to approx 9.30pm. Then 

CN Amateur Astronomers with 

telescopes will help you view 

the night sky (if clear!). Tickets 

& details from Theatre Box 

Office (642350) and online. £15 

single and £40 family. Licensed bar and facilities. Nearby 

parking. All proceeds to Orchestra and Rollright Trust. 

Churchill Organ Recital – Sat 12 October 7.30-8.30pm at 

All Saints Church, Churchill.  

Advance tickets for international recitalist Nicholas Wearne’s 

concert:  adults £10, child £5, including post recital reception 

with wine, on sale at Jaffé & Neale Bookshop, Churchill 

Church Office on 652888, kinghamsam46@gmail.com and at 

www.kinghamchurches.org.uk 

The Chippy Stage School, 29 July – 2 August. Summer 

Workshop: Mary Poppins Now 
and Then. Enstone Parish Hall 

10am-4pm. 7-18 years. Singing, 

dancing, acting, set design. 

£120 per child (10% sibling 

discount). Book your place via 

Lizeason35@yahoo.com or 

the website www.chippystageschool.com 

Owen Mumford Gallery 
CNarts: Ian Seymour Wells – Sunday 2 

June saw a very special event. For some 

months CNarts co-founder Lesley Wildman 

has been cataloguing and reframing the 

work of the late Ian Seymour Wells. Ian, a 

much-loved Chipping Norton character, 

retiring here from London with wife Terri twenty years ago, 

sadly passed away in March after a long illness, and will be very 

much missed. Terri asked Lesley to go into Ian’s studio, which 

had lain dormant and locked for a couple of years, to help her 

sort things out. Terri knew that as an artist and previous 

gallery owner Lesley would know what she was looking at. 

She found a treasure trove of immense talent. Ian was known 

as an artist here but by most as simply ‘that man that 

sketches’. Few people had the privilege of seeing Ian’s work 

other than the sketches done on newspaper while sitting daily 

in the Town’s cafés. In his studio was a vast collection of 

drawings, paintings and sketches going back many years. 

Ian was born in Australia in 1937. With an early talent for 

drawing, he trained at Sydney School of Art, then in London 

from early 60s he exhibited and tutored at Central St Martins 

and the London School of Dance. A very engaging but modest 

man, he lost faith in the gallery culture when a large planned 

Australian exhibition was cancelled. The majority of his work 

was thereafter rarely seen. Until Sunday 2 June .... The Private 

View was a huge success. The Theatre Gallery was packed by 

those wanting to come and see it – they were truly beguiled 

by Ian’s acute skill in so many areas and mediums. For more 

information contact admin@cnarts.org. 

Music and Concerts 
Wychwood Chorale – Saturday 6 July 7.30pm in St 

Kenelm's Church, Enstone Over the Rainbow: a 
kaleidoscope of colourful songs. Free admission and 

refreshments – donations to Oxford-based Yellow Submarine 

charity supporting people with learning difficulties and autism 

and providing respite for parents and carers. Collection also 

for St Kenelm's Church, Enstone. 

Adderbury Ensemble – Saturday 13 July, Chipping Norton 

Town Hall, 7.30pm. Mozart String Quartet in D Major K575, 

Brahms String Quartet in A Minor Op51 no2. Tickets £15, 

Exhibition Private View on 2 June

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Clare Mackintosh discussing her new novel 

After the End 

6.30pm Thursday 27th June Ticket £5 

Fun Lovin’ Crime Writers                          
7pm Saturday 6th July  

Val McDermid, Mark Billingham, Chris Brookmyre, 

Luca Veste, Doug Johnstone & Stuart Neville 

Ticket £6 



6. Take a family bus trip to Stratford, Blenheim, 
Oxford and more 

7. Visit The Theatre for summer films, live shows 
and children’s workshops 

8. Have fun and picnic at The Lido or sport at 
the Leisure Centre 
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Visitor Information  
The nearest ‘official’ Visitor Information office is in Burford (01993 823558) but the Information Point at the Guildhall 
has leaflets, advice and computer access to tourist information (tel 01993 861000), open Mon, Wed & Fri 9am-1pm.                  

On Saturday mornings local volunteers run a very helpful visitor information desk (10-1) at the Town Hall.  
Care has been taken to give accurate information but it is always best to check before making a special journey. 

All phone numbers have STD code 01608 unless otherwise stated. 

Summer Supplement
For visitors and all regular readers, a special centre feature of 

summer fun starts here with lots to do and see!
Our wonderful Cotswolds working Town 

Whether you are a welcome summer visitor, or part of the friendly Chipping Norton community, our town is 
a great place to spend time in – and a wonderful base for getting out and about in the Cotswolds. 

Looking for more to do around and about? See inside for more on:

Town History Trail

Pick your own
Leisure Centre activities

Out on the bus

Fetes & Festivals
Fun at the Lido Garden visits

Here are 10 top tips from the News Team on getting out and about 

1. Join in our free 30 June Chippy Town Festival 
and St Mary’s 6 July day of family fun 
Pandemonium in the Park on the Common. 

2. Take a Town 
History Trail 
walk – starting 
at the land-
mark Town Hall.  

3. Take up Chippy 
Library’s Space 
Chase Summer Reading Challenge 

4. Explore Open Gardens, Pick your Own, or 
picnic on The Common 

5. Try a Cotswold Warden walk or find you own 
perhaps to the mysterious Rollright Stones 

9. Enjoy Chippy’s 
many cafés & 
pubs al fresco 
and watch the 
world go by 

10. Amuse the kids 
and pet the 
animals at nearby 
Fairytale Farm



Oxford for the Day – an hour on the S3 (in
tourist day out or an evening concert and me
cinemas, punting, river, Botanic Gardens – a
Shipston-on-Stour, a market town with a w
hour on Stagecoach’s 50 (Mon-Sat) and J
beckons around Shakespeare’s heritage, or
return buses after 5.35pm M-S and 5.50pm
Hook Norton and villages to Banbury on St
voted a  50 bus route in ‘Bus-Pass Britain’. H
and Visitor Centre with café are en-route. In B
Castle Quay Shopping Centre) plus Tooley’
around 6pm. 
Witney’s trip on Pulham’s X9 (Mon-Sat) ha
Chadlington (refreshments at Café de la
scarecrows) and Charlbury (pubs, café, Chur
market, local history museum (blankets, be
Manor Farm with children’s attractions. No e
Round Chippy town is the V3 Shuttle (ho
Oddington, Salford, Moreton and Stow) hav
shopping trips.  

A summer of gardens 
Garden enthusiast Andrew Hornung suggests some ‘out and about’ visits to local 
gardens – courtesy of our blooming Gardening Clubs. 
Enstone. – On 15 June, the Horticultural Society opened five gardens in Church 
Enstone. Sat 10 August is the Society’s summer show, with beautiful spring entries 
at the Parish Hall. More on website. 
Malmesbury – Thurs 27 June is Charlbury Club’s coach outing to Courts Garden and 
Abbey House gardens in Malmesbury. Details: sarahpotter@btinternet.com, tel 
810388.  
Stonesfield – Sun 30 June, 2-5pm is the Gardening Club’s Open Gardens Day. 
Tickets and teas from St James Centre.     
Great Rollright – 6 July 2-5pm. A new Rollrights Club (50 members already) host 
a walk around three Great Rollright gardens with tea at Tyte End House (Guests 
£3). The next club speaker is John Shortland on 3 September on ‘Why can’t my 
garden look like that’. Village Hall, 7.30. Details: janestillwell@me.com or Sue 
Glasson at merrymoons@me.com  
Chilson – Wed 10 July. Bolter’s Farm (OX7 3HU) is being visited by Enstone HS. 
Entry £6, Details: Anthea Williams on 678103.   

Hidcote/Kiftsgate – Wed 17 July, and 
Cogges/Aston Pottery, Wed 4 September are two 
outings by CN Horticultural Ass. See cnha.uk or 
call Eileen Forse 643275 for available places. 
Long Compton Garden Club are visiting 
Kiftsgate: for details & for events in the 
Shipston area email lesleyroberts46@gmail.com  

Salford – 17 July, Hook Norton Garden Club visits The Rectory Garden at Salford, 
leaving The Sun in Hook Norton at 6pm. Non-members contact Malcolm Black 
(730668). 
Charlbury Station – Why not visit the fabulous 
garden? Front-edged with lavender, it is filled 
with Phlomis russeliana, Sweet Rocket 
(Hesperis matronalis) and the tall purple 
headed drumsticks of Allium ‘Globemaster). 
These are framed by a pink-flowering black elder 
at the ticket office end and a fragrant oleaster, 
Elaeagnus angustifolia ‘Quicksilver’, at the other 
end.  It’s all backed by giant thistles, onopordums, with their prickly ghostly grey 
stalks – wonderful but watch out for a plague of seedlings! 
Also see Katharine House’s Festival of Gardens khh.org.uk and for NGS Open 
Gardens visit  ngs.org.uk 

Life at The Lido 
An ideal holiday day out for all the family – 
open air pools at 28 degrees, shaded picnic 
lawn and café – with extra activities: 
• Junior group swimming lessons – for 4 

years+ Mon-Fri for 4 weeks starting 
29July: 9am Advanced, 9.30am 
Improvers, 10am Beginners, 10.30am 
Complete Beginners. See website or call 
643188.  

• Train as a lifeguard – if 16+ you can register by 11 July for the National Pool 
Lifeguarding Qualification (NPLQ) course (7-11 July). More from 643188 or 
info@chippylido.co.uk. 

• Yoga on the lawn – Sundays 11am-noon 
• Synchro – Mondays, 7.30-8.30pm 
• Aquafit – Tuesdays 10 -10.45am 
• Free Paddle & Play – U5s, Thursdays (until 18 July), 12-2pm 
Details: see chippylido.co.uk, facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
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OUT & AB
The Town History Trail 
An ‘out and about’ stroll through 
historic Chipping Norton. Try the 
magnificent medieval town centre, St 
Mary’s Church, a splendid Cotswold 
wool church and classic Victorian 
Bliss Mill, built by Wm Bliss II in 1872. 
Glimpse the historic Castle Banks 
down Church Lane, a scheduled 
ancient monument site of a 11th 
century Norman Motte. A new Town 
History Trail (see map above) 
starting at Repton’s landmark Town 
Hall exploring 25 locations marked 
with plaques on some of the 
interesting buildings, throughout the Town
information on these and other sites  — 50p
Town Hall entrance, Library, Jaffé & Neale b
chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk 

An outi
Try these summer bus trip from Ch

Timetables see pulhamscoaches.com,
villagerbus.com. The bus route diagram, wit

volunteer Tourist desk open Satur



Woodstock and Blenheim – An attractive                  
old Cotswolds 
town for pubs, 
cafés, gifts, 
wandering – 
less than 30 
minutes on 
Stagecoach’s 
hourly S3. Visit 
the Blenheim estate (car, Palace and grounds 
to pay) – why not use the free public footpath 
Blenheim park entrances down the A44 
opposite the Black Prince pub. Try the free 
Oxfordshire Museum, café and gardens.  

e S3 (including early mornings and late evenings) makes for a 
and meal. Half a dozen great museums, Oxford Castle, theatres, 
ens – and shops.  
with a wool museum, and Stratford upon Avon are less than an 

and Johnson’s Excelbus X50 (Sun and Public Hols). A day out 
age, or, maybe a sunny riverside picnic, walk and punting. No 
5.50pm Sun and PH. 

 on Stagecoach’s 488 (Mon-Sat) was 
tain’. Hook Norton Brewery (book a tour) 

ute. In Banbury try the Museum (through 
ooley’s canal Boatyard. Last bus back 

at) has delightful village stopoffs at 
é de la Poste), Spelsbury (spot the 
fé, Church) Witney has shopping centre, 
ets, beer and engineering!) and Cogges 

. No evening buses. 
ttle (hourly M-F 9am – 4pm) & many local places (such as 
w) have Villager Bus services on 1, 2 or 3 days a week to allow 

Chipping Norton Leisure Centre 
A 25 metre swimming pool, 4 
court sports hall, fitness 
classes, squash courts, fully 
equipped gym, outdoor astroturf 
area and activities including: 
Open Day: Sat 6 July 7am-3pm 
Free taster sessions include 
swimming, tennis, football, pickleball (family sport), tours, gym 
workout sessions, health MOTs, health & fitness tour and more! 
Children’s swimming short courses: Mon 29 July – Fri 2 August, 9-
9.30am Stage 1, 9.30-10am Stages 2&3, 10-10.45am 
Breaststroke & Butterfly Clinic; Mon 12 – Fri 16 August – 9-9.30am 
Pre school, 9.30 -10am Stage 1, 10-10.30am Stages 2&3  
Casual Swimming offer: Mon 29 July – Mon 2 September. Under 
16s swim for £1, Mon-Fri, 2-3pm 
Astroturf coached drop in activities: Mon 29 July – Thur 29 
August, 2- 3pm Tennis Tuesdays Ages 7-13, 2-3pm Football 
Wednesdays Ages 5-11, 2-3pm Thursdays Multi-sport Ages 5-11.  
Centre open early morning to mid-late evenings 7 days a week. See 
website or call 644412. 

Time to ‘pick your own’  
Something to involve the whole 
family – four ‘pick your own’ fruit 
farms within an easy drive from 
Chippy.  
Rectory Farm, Stanton St John, 
OX33 1HF rectoryfarmpyo.co.uk 
open May to October. Free 
bouncy castle, sandpit and hay 
stack. The Tractor Shack café 
open Tuesday-Sunday serving snacks and drinks, freshly baked 
cakes and takeaway lunches. 
Primrose Vale Farm Shurdington Road, Bentham, Glos GL51 4UA 
primrosevale.com open year round (times on website). The Potting 
Shed café, open 10am-4pm for drinks, snacks & ice creams.  
Hayles Fruit Farm Winchcombe, Glos GL54 5PB 
haylesfruitfarm.co.uk (shut Mondays). The Orchard tea room 
includes cream teas and Sunday roasts. Nature trail, clay pigeon 
shooting and coarse fishing.  
Over Farm, Over, GL2  8DB overfarm.co.uk. Strawberries from mid-
June; raspberries and blackberries from mid-July. Events include 
open air cinema and Rogue Theatre in early August. Tea room above 
farm shop offering drinks, snacks, pork pies and cakes.  

Free fruit foraging! 
A foraging walk in the Cotswolds 
can find free blackberries, sloes, 
wild plums, elderberries, quinces 
and hazelnuts. See 
woodlandtrust.org.uk for tips on 
how to find and cook wild fruit in 
July and August Chippy’s TCN 
(transitionchippingnorton.org) 
organise summer wild food foraging walks: at Ditchley (30 June 
details tba), Great Rollright from village hall (28 July), blackberries 
in Chadlington (25 August) meet at The Stables, Webbs Close, OX7 
3RA. All walks 3-5pm. Lifts on offer. 
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e Town. A useful Trail leaflet includes map, locations, and 
 50p available from Town Council Office in the Guildhall, main 

Neale bookshop, Museum and Costa Coffee or download from 

outing on the bus 
om Chipping Norton. Check timetables before you go! 

.com, stagecoachbus.com, johnsonscoaches.co.uk and 
am, with how to get to JR and Churchill Hospitals are at the 
aturday mornings in Chipping Norton Lower Town Hall. 
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Fetes, Fairs & Festivals
Major music festivals 
Cornbury Music Festival Fri 5 – Sun 7 July Headlining on 
Friday are The Specials and Echo & The Bunnymen; Keane 
tops the Saturday bill with K T Tunstall and Elkie Brooks. 
Sunday features The Beach Boys, Paul Carrack, Alfie Boe, 
Steeleye Span and more. Full comedy stage featuring Lost 
Voice Guy, Josie Long and Rose Matafeo. The Hairy Bikers 
return for a 3-day Festival Feast. cornburyfestival.co.uk 

Battle Proms Picnic Concert at Blenheim Palace, Sat 6 
July. Gates open 4.30pm. From 
6.15 Napoleonic cavalry display, 
6.45pm Red Devils freefall and 
toe-tapping Jazz from The 
Vignettes. 60-piece New English Concert 
Orchestra with traditional proms favourites.  Spitfire 
flypast. 200 cannons & spectacular fireworks. 
battleproms.com 

Wilderness Cornbury Park Thurs 1 – Sun 4 August. Multi-
genre music festival set amongst rich 
forests, lakes and parklands. 
Escapism, creative freedom and 
flourishing cultures; the ideal balance 
between relaxation and revelry. 
Multitudes of bands and artistes on 

four new stages featuring different genres. Talks, debates, 
theatre, arts, comedy, dance, boutiques….Quiet, family 
camping and luxury glamping. wildernessfestival.com 

Fairport’s Cropredy Convention Thurs 8 – Sat 10 August. 
Three-day festival of rock, pop and folk includes host band 
Fairport Convention, The Waterboys, and Richard 
Thompson. Plus Martin Simpson, Seth Lakeman, Caravan, 
Martin Barre, Zal Cleminson's Sindogs, Daphne's Flight, 
Richard Digance, Will Pound & Eddy Jay, Wildwood Kin, Lil 
Jim and Tide Lines. Three market areas, catering, craft and 
clothing stalls. Large camping area. 
fairportconvention.com 

The Big Feastival Alex James’ Farm, Fri 23 – Sun 25 
August. A feel-good family festival of food and music. 
Headliners: Rudimental’s DJ set, Jess Glynne, Elbow, Lewis 
Capaldi plus other talented bands. Top chefs. Adam 
Henson’s Cotswold Farm Park, lifestyle village, vintage 
funfair, pop-up restaurants, village green games and more. 
Camping and glamping village. thebigfeastival.com 

Local fetes & fun 
Chipping Norton Town Festival Sun 30 June, 11am-
8.30pm. Free. Town Centre stage singing and dancing, 
rides, stalls, vintage cars and more. See back page 
advert.  
Hook Norton Charity Music Festival Fri 5 July, 7.30-
11pm & Sat 6th, 1.30-11.30pm. Small, family-friendly with 
village fayre at the Brewery. Bands all day. Saturday 
featuring Dr Feelgood! Tickets from Jaffé & Neale and 
elsewhere. See hookymusic.co.uk 
Pandemonium in the Park Sat 6 July, Free down New St 
on Chipping Norton’s Common. St Mary’s Church with the 
Theatre put on outdoor fun and games. See p7. 

Milton-under-Wychwood Fete Sat 
6 July. This year’s theme: the Wild 

West! 2-5pm. Live entertainment, children’s games, stalls, 
fairground rides, tombola, BBQ, tug-of-war. Bring your 
valuables for expert ‘Antiques Roadshow’ valuations. 
Long Compton Annual Summer Fete with Dog Show. Sat 
6 July 2-5pm in the Village Hall.  
Kingham Village Fete Sun 14 July on the village green. BBQ, 
bar, live band, teas, children’s games & activities. 
Chadlington Garden Party Tue 16 July 6.30pm at ‘Vale 
Bank’, OX7 3LZ. Annual event to raise funds for Memorial 
Hall. Refreshments, produce sale, raffle. Villagers and 
visitors all welcome. Details 676987. 
Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales Sat 20 July from noon. 
Real ales, pig roast, music etc. A great day out for all the 
family. Details at hookybeerfest.co.uk. 
Riverside Festival Charlbury Sat 20 July 12noon-10pm, Sun 
11am-8pm. FREE music festival, more than 40 acts across 
three stages. Details riversidefestival.charlbury.com 
Stow Cotswold Festival Stow on the Wold Sat 20 July 
11am-11pm Celebration of Cotswold life, crafts & heritage.  
Cogges Beer & Cider Festival Witney Fri 26 
& Sat 27 July 6.30-11pm. 30+ locally 
brewed beers and ciders, live music, 
children’s activities, Morris Dancing, games, 
delicious food.. Tickets £10 adv/£12 on day. 
cogges.org.uk 
BBC Countryfile Live Thurs-Sun 1-4 August Blenheim 
Palace. Family fun day out. Wildlife zone, ice cream parlour. 
Shires & Shetlands. Meet favourite presenters & TV chefs. 
Main arena. Adam’s Farm. Equine corner. Shopping. 
National Trust events. Waterside activities. Adults 
£26.40/£13.20 child. countryfilelive.com 

South Newington Flower & Produce Show Sat 
10 August 1.30pm with village fete. Marquee, 
Silver Band, Fun Dog Show, children’s fancy 
dress and games, sideshows, teas and stalls. 
Shipton-u-Wychwood Village Fair Mon 26 

August 12noon-4pm New Beaconsfield Hall. Game, Whiskey, 
book, & craft stalls, Fun Dog Show (waggiest tail etc), 
Falconry, Witney Town Band, hog roast, pizzas, ices, beers, 
WI cakes, go-karts, penny arcade, wine & ale raffle. 
Whichford & Ascott Flower Show & Fete Mon 26 August 
1.30-5pm village green. Flower & craft show, vintage plane 
flypast, local band: Wired. Fun dogs, children’s games, 

teacup ride, candy floss, pub, teas, ices. Punch & Judy, 
pig roast, vintage cars, tractors. Birds of prey & owls. 
Wychwood Forest Fair Sun 1 Sept 11am-5pm. Little 
Park, Cornbury. Main fundraising event for the Wychwood 
Project. Displays by Wychwood Barn Owl and Flora 
groups, rural crafts, children’s fun fair, Morris dancing, 
food vendors, Wychwood Brewery beer tent. See 
wychwoodproject.org  
Salford Village Fete  Sat 14 Sep 12noon- 4pm. Bar & 
BBQ, Fun Dog Show, children’s races & fun area, tug of 

war, tombola, vintage and pre-loved clothes, cakes, books, 
plants, raffle.  



21

LOCAL FEATURE

Open to all animals! 
I arrived just after morning surgery 

which starts at 8.30. Here at least 

three of the vets on duty see patients 

with appointments and deal with any 

emergencies that arrive. One thinks of 

cats and dogs being the main visitors 

but this does not always seem to be 

the case. There was a poorly tortoise 

which, once X-rayed, was found to 

have a tummy full of pebbles, a very 

strange diet, and a man who turned up 

on the bus from Oxford with a 

goldfish! That must have been a scary 

journey! A snake with digestive 

problems also needed X-raying – how 

do you do that? In sections I presume! Someone brought in 

the cutest baby badger 

(pictured) – he looked 

in a bad state but by 

the end of the day they 

had him on the mend, 

eating and drinking 

and ready to go to a 

wildlife centre until old 

enough for release 

back into the wild. No animal is turned away and wildlife is 

always cared for.  

Amazing facilities, compassionate staff 
Surgery finished, I was able to look round the amazing 

facilities at the hospital. Two operating theatres, recuperation 

wards, a CT scanner and X-ray equipment, treatment rooms 

and a host of other hi-tech equipment. Over 50 people work 

at the hospital and about 15 of these are veterinary nurses 

and assistants without whom, Alison says, her job would be 

 impossible. They are on duty day 

and night looking after their sick 

visitors. They also make sure the 

operating theatres etc are 

sterilised ready for use and assist 

the vets around the clock. The 

afternoon I was there, Alison went 

to one of their two satellite 

surgeries at Burford; the other is 

at Bloxham. Unfortunately, as 

happens a lot, a very old sick 

animal was brought in who had to 

be put to sleep. Alison says that 

euthanasia is one of the hardest 

things a vet has to do but it is 

carried out with great compassion 

for the owner and in the most comfortable and dignified way 

for the animal.  

Crocodiles, rhinos and missing tails! 

This is not what Alison does every afternoon. The practice 

does not do farm or equine work but does do a lot of exotic 

animal treatment. She can be looking at crocodiles at 

Crocodiles of The World, helping to get a blood sample from 

a lion at the Cotswold Wildlife Park or maybe picking up a 

penguin at Birdland. The vets cover many wildlife destinations 

in the area, looking after reptiles, aquatics and birds as well as 

zoo animals such as monkeys, rhinos, kangaroos and many 

others. The practice is there to treat animals 24/7 so each vet 

has some weekends and nights to cover calls from panicked 

owners with emergencies. One Sunday afternoon Alison 

received a call, from a distraught man who had mowed his 

dog’s tail off and on another recent occasion after a dog had 

become entangled in a barbed wire fence. The vet is assisted 

by one of the nurses who live on-site in a flat whilst on duty 

at the hospital. No wonder people come to Chipping Norton 

from far and wide for the welfare of their animals whether it 

be just for a vaccination, to obtain a pet passport or to sort 

out some major problem. 

Alison, who was born in Leamington Spa and trained at Bristol, 
has been a vet in Chippy for 8 years having spent her first year 
in Norfolk. The News would like to thank her for giving Sue an 
insight into the wonderful work they do. If you know of an 
interesting ‘Day in the Life’, let us know. 

A day in the life … of Alison Roberts 
You may well ask who is Alison Roberts? Well, she is one of the nine vets who practise at Chipping Norton’s state-of-the-

art animal hospital in London Road, and she kindly invited News Team’s Sue Hadland to come and see some of the work 
they do every day. Here’s what she found out. 

Reception with separate cats’ & dogs’ waiting areas!

A delicate operation! Alison pictured at work recently
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SPORTS NEWS

Calling all Table Tennis players! 
Table Tennis is a fast growing sport –  it’s 

fun and encourages fitness. Players of all 

ages both beginners and those with 

experience who’d like to get involved in 

playing regularly in the Town should get in 

touch with local player Ricky Giblin via 

chippytabletennis@mail.com. Ricky currently plays for North 

Newington in Division Two of the Banbury League but would 

like to form a team closer to home to play in the 2019/2020 

season which starts in September. He will need a venue for 

the matches though the English Table Tennis Foundation and 

the Banbury League may provide funding for equipment. 

Hook Norton Tennis Club 
Match results: At the time of writing, the results of the 

summer Banbury league matches were: A team 5th in Div 1; B 

team 1st in Div 2; C team 

1st in Div 4, and D team 

4th in Div 4. Rebecca 

Watts and David Gill 

(pictured) won the mixed 

doubles tournament in 

April and Faith Heron 

won the Oxfordshire 

County championships as 

their No 1 over 40s lady in a three set marathon. Faith went 

on to win the ladies doubles in straight sets.  

The Club now has three new resurfaced Tiger Turf 

Advantage Pro tennis courts. We are a friendly, welcoming 

club so whether you are looking for social tennis or to play in 

the Banbury League, do check us out – we are holding an 

Open Day – Sunday 21 July noon-3pm or come to a club 

session: Tuesdays and Fridays from 7pm and Sundays from 

10am. There is a weekly junior programme of coaching for all 

age groups, plus school holiday courses for Tots (3-5 years) 

through to Juniors (11+) plus adult coaching for individuals 

and groups, including a regular Adult Improvers group at 6pm 

on Tuesdays. Pro rata rates for new members joining part way 

through the season.   Contact Marc Gilkes (01295 265085) 

for coaching details and for information about the Club call 

Sue Glasson (730880) or visit www.hooknortontennis.com 

Elaine Priestley 

Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
There’s never a dull moment up at the Club and the members 

and players have been hard at work maintaining and investing 

in the pitches ahead of next season. Both the main and 

training pitches have had lots of love and attention with 

spiking, re-seeding and fertilising, and the important addition 

of sand, to maintain good drainage – 58 tons per pitch! That 

gave the boys a chance to play with their toys (pictured). 

There are lots of smaller jobs still to do and RFU NatWest 

RugbyForce weekend on 22/23 June saw volunteers painting, 

strimming, hedge cutting and general cleaning. Equipment and 

guidance was provided, along with food and refreshment. 

Don’t forget if you want to dip your toe in the water with 

rugby come along to the Club on Wednesday evenings from 

7-8pm, for our free Community Touch Rugby. Men, women, 

boys and girls can all play together. See the club website 

chippingnorton.rfu.club for details. The new season begins on 

Sunday 1 September from 10am for registration of new 

players at all ages. Finally we will let you know the first senior 

home match date when confirmed by the RFU. 

Graeme Williamson 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
This month 4SSC’s Head Coach, Kim 

Weetman (pictured) will become 

President of the Oxford and North 

Bucks ASA for the forthcoming year, 

and will also hold a role for disability 

swimming. We are delighted for him 

as he has been involved with the Club 

since it was formed in 2000 and was 

a very keen swimmer in his youth and 

career, being a very strong butterfly stroke swimmer. We 

would like to wish him all the best for the coming year. Kim 

has also been asked to attend some of the Open water events 

over the summer as he is always looking to get local 

youngsters involved. 

Over the next few weeks the last of the galas will take 

place before the summer break. The Club will be attending  

meets at Bletchley and Oxford so good luck to those who 

attend. The Club has trials on Saturday mornings in Kingham 

– please contact membership@4ssc.co.uk if you are 

interested in taking your swimming to the next level. 

Philippa Upton 

Chipping Norton Town Football 
Close season now for the Magpies, training will start in a 

month and whilst a date is not finalised, expectation is early 

July. As always anyone looking to get involved at any level 

should contact Dominic Rickard on 07810 307213. 



Graham Beacham 
Sport in Brief 
Motorsport Alice Powell 

Chippy’s 26-year-old racing star, 

recently finished in third place 

in the second round of the W 

Series all women international 

motor racing championship, 

but unfortunately crashed in 

the third round. Three more 

rounds to go! 
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Chippy Swifts 
With the regular football season now over, all Chippy Swifts 

teams are enjoying the usual summer tournaments. Hosted all 

over Oxfordshire, these tournaments provide a great 

opportunity to end the season in an entertaining way with 6-

a-side matches in all age groups. 

Chippy Swifts’ Soccer School proved a huge success again this 

year with up to 13 mini superstars aged 5-7 turning up each 

Saturday morning at Greystones to enjoy a kick about, 

overseen by our FA Qualified coaches. At time of writing we 

are looking forward to Awards Day at the Rugby Club on 16 

June with all groups playing exhibition matches followed by 

the presentation of trophies to this season’s outstanding 

achievers. 

2018/19 has been a remarkable season, and with 120 

children signed on to play, it has been our most successful 

campaign yet. We are extremely grateful for the support of 

Chipping Norton Town Council, Topiarus Horticulture, Co-op 

Chipping Norton, Aldi Chipping Norton, The Old Mill Coffee 

House and Bistro, Thompson Plumbing/Heating, Barchester 

Healthcare, CETA, A L Sole, Owen Mumford, Cotswold 

Lettings and Sales, JE Window Cleaning, HANDD Business 

Solutions and of course this great publication Chipping Norton 
News for sharing our updates each month. 

Martyn Walsh 

Chipping Norton Cricket Club 
Junior Cricket report: A cool and overcast evening at the 

beginning of June saw the U15s bowl first against Hook 

Norton U15s. Jake Brown bowled a tight opening four 

overs while Rex Chiles kept the batmen guessing from the 

other end with some fizzing leg spin, soon passing the bat 

and enabling Laurie Husband to take a sharp stumping. 

Despite this, Hook Norton kept their total ticking along, 

held up only by a Frank Foakes wicket and three tight overs 

by Laurie at the end after he took his gloves off. Ed Burman 

also picked up two quick wickets in the last over, but Chippy 

were left chasing 148 in 19 overs.  

It was a challenging total, but Laurie and Dan Boswell 

played with positive intent and kept us up with the scoring 

rate. Dan was unluckily bowled off a ball that stayed very low, 

but Laurie ploughed on with particular support from Joe 

Weaver and Jake. A well deserved 50 from Laurie led to him 

having to retire, but the team cracked on only to fall 11 runs 

short of the total on 137 for 6. It was a great effort by the 

team but they couldn't quite get over the line with Hooky's 

good running between the wickets being the difference. 

Matt Jackman 

Senior Cricket: The cricket season will sonn be in full swing. 

England hope to do well in the World Cup and Ashes, to 

encourage more participation in grassroots cricket. Locally, 

the 1st XI sit eighth and the 2nd XI sit second in their 

respective leagues. There is still plenty of cricket to play, so 

these positions could change by the end of the season. 

Individual Performances (to date) 
Fifty Runs or more: F.Gujjar 2nd XI 126 not out, I.Widdows 

1st XI 73 and 56, J.McGeown 1st XI 62 not out 

Five wickets or more: A.Tompkins 1st XI 5-32 

Home fixtures: 
 

 

 

 

 

The Swifts’ 
U13s team 

– the 
Awards Day 
in June saw 
players of all 
age groups  
in action in 
small-sided, 
exhibition 
matches

July:  6th 1st XI v Westcott 

13th 2nd XI v Witney Swift 3rds 

20th 2nd XI v Middleton Cheney 2nds 

27th 1st XI v Faringdon 

August: 3rd 2nd XI v Stonesfield 2nds 

10th 2nd XI v Deddington 2nds 

17th 1st XI v Oxenford 

31st 1st XI v Middleton Cheney 



Great scouting awards for Jill & Arthur 
Cathy Elliott reports: Chippy 

Explorers are delighted to 

celebrate national and county 

recognition for Jill Elliot and 

Arthur Townsend.  

Jill has been involved with 

Scouts since 1990 starting as a 

Barton’s Cub leader, followed 

by becoming a Beaver leader 

and Group Scout Leader. For 

the last three years she has led 

and developed Chippy 

Explorers (aged 13-18) too. 

She is hardworking and well 

organised but also adds a lot 

of fun to Explorers. Chippy 

Explorers is very successful and is now by far the largest 

Explorer group in N Oxfordshire. This was recognised by the 

prestigious National Award of the Silver Acorn which was 

given for exceptional service over many years. 

Chippy Explorer, Arthur Townsend, has also bagged 

himself a top award: the Jack Hill Trophy. This is an annual 

County award for a Scout who has shown great courage 

and continued to be a keen Scout despite difficulties. 

Arthur is always cheerful and helpful and has become a 

very important and enthusiastic member of Explorers. 

Well done to you both! 
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Scouts do dogs, dinosaurs & pigeons! 
Riverside Beavers have been having lots of fun this term, 

they are pictured here at their first overnight camp at Horley 

in Banbury sleeping in tents. During our meetings we have 

used disclosing tablets to see how clean our teeth are, 

decoded some Morse code, picture messages and learnt to 

fingerspell our names. In the next few weeks the Beavers will 

be having a bike ride for our cyclist badge, welcoming Dogs 

For Good and Hearing Dogs, going on a fire station visit and 

ending the term with water games and a barbeque.  

Cubs have been learning how to lash pieces of wood 

together to make chariots and a carrying device for a 

‘dinosaur egg’ (a melon). Many thanks to Rachel Sellars who 

ran a fun and informative meeting where the Cubs learnt all 

about what you should take on a hike, maps and compass 

points. During the summer holidays the cubs are going on a 

pack holiday to Dorset where they will visit Brownsea Island 

– the location of the first ever Scout camp. 

Scouts went on a survival camp. They hiked to the camp, built 

their shelter for the night and prepared and cooked their 

dinner which was rabbit, pigeon and pheasant – yummy! In the 

summer we are going on our annual summer camp where we 

will be going on an adventure. 

RNLI North Cotswold Branch 
Many thanks to ALDI and their generous customers who 

made our collection day in June such a success. We enjoyed 

hearing your anecdotes and raised £346! Also, a big thank you 

to Chipping Norton Theatre for allowing us to collect during 

a screening of Fishermen’s Friends. The audience kindly donated 

£110 as they left the theatre. This summer, the lifeboat crews 

and the lifeguards on the beaches will be doing their utmost 

to keep you safe in the water. Fundraising is vital to support 

these operations, so don’t forget the fun Duck Race Day at 

Bourton-on-the-Water on Saturday 6 July! Grateful thanks to 

our helpers and supporters; for more information on how to 

join us, please contact Stephanie Hornby on 654356. 

Janet & Chris Bramley 

Celebrate with CN Flower Club 
May saw members entertained 

by Stephanie Cornell with a 

demonstration entitled 

Contained Delights, and some 

lucky members went home 

with stunning floral arrange-

ments. Our last meeting before 

the summer break is on 25 July 

when Sue Smith will be 

demonstrating Time to 

Celebrate Summer. We meet in 

the Town Hall – doors open at 

7pm, for a 7.30 start; visitors 

are always welcome at £4 each. More information from Ann 

on 683289 or email me at snips59@icloud.com 

Elaine Parsons 

Railway Club steaming around 
Mike Fenton returned on 4 June, with his talk, The Chalford 

Railmotors. As always with good slides and knowledge of his 

subject. In 1903 the Great Western Railway introduced a 

railcar service in Gloucestershire, running from Chalford to 

Stonehouse. These railcars were experimental and self-

powered by steam. On the first day of the hourly service 

there were 2,500 passengers with takings totalling £20. They 

were withdrawn in 1917. Member Jim Portlock will entertain 

us on the 2 July, with My Life and Trains and on 6 August we 

welcome Brian Goddard to talk about Local Steam Centres.  

Very good feedback from members who attended the 

WWII event at the Kent & East Sussex Railway on 19 May; a 

nostalgic step back into the past with re-enactment groups, 

displays and vehicles. Viv the Spiv, dancing by the Lindy 

Hoppers and singers ‘Swingtime Sweethearts’ and the ‘Ruby 

Sisters’ to get you ‘in the mood’!! At Belle’s Parlour ladies had 

their hair styled in the fashions of the 40s. All good stuff, but 

probably best of all was the Spitfire Flyover in the afternoon. 

I wonder how many said ‘It’s OK, it’s one of ours!’ 

On 8 September the autumn outing will be to The 

Battlefield Line which runs from Shackerstone, via Market 

Bosworth to Shenton in Leicestershire. I will be taking names 

for this visit at the July meeting.  

New members and visitors are always welcome at our 

meetings, with good speakers, lots of chat and tea/coffee and 

biscuits in the interval. If you like the sound of us, come along 

on the first Tuesday of the month in the Town Hall at 7.30pm.  

Estelle Brain 641586 

 

Arthur and Jill at the 
County campsite with their 
very well deserved awards
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issues, talk to the person with MS, but not in a condescending 

manner, to realise what they are dealing with, every day.  

For more information on MS visit www.mssociety.org.uk 

or contact me, the West Oxfordshire Group Coordinator 

(645988/westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk) 

Peter Branson  

CRAG raises money to feed refugees 
During Artweeks in May Charlbury Refugee Action Group ran 

a café in St Mary’s Church Charlbury and raised £2,600 for 

Refugee Community Kitchen. Many thanks to all the people 

who made this possible! Volunteer-run and donation-based, 

Refugee Community Kitchen serves nourishing food to 

displaced people in the UK and northern France, recreating a 

sense of community and a safe space for medical and legal 

services, safeguarding groups and other support. Visit 

refugeecommunitykitchen.com/ for further information and 

charlbury.info/community/88/ for details of CRAG.  

John Dunleavy 
Sunny trip to Kew 
Summer for the Chipping Norton Horticultural Association 

started with our 

first trip of the 

season to Kew 

gardens. With a 

full coach of 50 

we set out on a 

lovely sunny 

morning, the 

weather remain-

ing good all day. 

Members and 

many new friends were soon lost among the trees, gardens 

and greenhouses – some were anxious to see areas missed 

through lack of time on our previous visit two years ago. The 

day proved very successful and we returned late afternoon 

with a full load, without having lost anyone! 

Days out continue with two in June. Places are still 

available for July – Hidcote/Kiftsgate and September – 

Cogges/Aston Pottery. For full detail see our website cnha.uk 

or contact the secretary, Eileen Forse 643275. 

U3A interests 
Our next monthly meetings are – 3 July: 

Shostakovich and arts behind the Iron 

Curtain with Professor Gerald Seaman; 7 August: Writing for 

Children with local author Sean Callery; and 4 September: 

Harold Macmillan wtih Dr Martin Holmes, Oxford University. 

Meetings start at 2.30pm. Note that the July meeting will be 

at the Methodist Church, Chipping Norton, and the other 

meetings will be in the Baptist Church. 

On Friday, 27 September we have an Open Event in the 

Upper Town Hall noon-2.30pm. Come and find out about our 

U3A and its nearly 20 Special Interest Groups ranging from 

Architecture through to Walking, so something for everyone. 

Talks are free to members and only £2 for visitors – 

membership for the year is £15! To find out more about our  

activities visit u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 01608 

239819/646701, email cnmembership@btinternet.com, or come 

to a meeting on the first Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm.  

Martin Davies 

CLUB NEWS

The voyage of the Liberdade 
After being stranded 

in Brazil with his 

family, Joshua Slocum 

designed and built 

Liberdade, (pictured) 

a cramped, shallow-

draft junk-rigged 35 

footer, launched in 

1888. Slocum and his 

young family arrived 

safely home after fifty-five days at sea. He then, between 1895 

and 1898, completed the first solo world circumnavigation, in 

Spray, another yacht he designed and built, and became one of 

the most famous sailors ever. A century later cancer-sufferer 

David Sinnett-Jones sailed a replica Spray round the world, 

until its sinking. Having failed to refloat her, he built a copy of 

the Liberdade, bumped into Mike Austin, another cancer-

sufferer in remission, and they decided to re-enact the voyage 

of the Liberdade from Paranagua, Brazil, to Washington, DC. It 

was this voyage that Mike recounted to Chipping Norton 

Yacht Club. With trips back to the UK for hospital treatments, 

they played the winds and currents up the coast of Brazil to 

Rio, and on via Antigua, the Oregon Inlet, and Norfolk, Virginia. 

David did not survive the voyage and Mike completed it 

single-handed.  

An uplifting tale of grit, and of passion for life. At Mike's 

request we made a donation to Southampton University 

Centre for Cancer Immunology, in lieu of a fee. 

Roger Backhaus 

The impact of invisible MS symptoms 
Because symptoms are often 

invisible, many people without 

MS struggle to understand its 

impact. For example 90% of 

people with MS experience 

extreme fatigue, which cannot 

be seen but can severely affect quality of life. 

Quote from Aimee Emery, a young person with MS: ‘You 

wouldn’t tell someone they don’t look like they’ve got cancer, 

but even at the doctor’s the receptionist announced, “You 

don’t look like you’ve got MS”, in front of people. I’m very 

fatigued all the time, it doesn’t matter how much sleep I get. 

Combined with eyesight problems, it’s impossible for me to 

work. But I was refused disability benefits on the grounds I 

“had good eye contact and was well presented”. People have 

a completely warped idea of what disability looks like. I’ve lost 

touch with friends who kept having a go at me for not going 

out, saying I looked OK in pictures. But just because I can take 

a selfie, that doesn’t mean I can walk.’ 

Amy, another young person with MS, says: ‘People have a 

certain idea of what MS is and who has it. You would never 

know I’ve got MS. One of the greatest challenges for me is 

explaining how, even though I look normal, I often feel very ill 

or am in a lot of pain. People expected me to look different 

after my diagnosis. In actual fact, I look exactly the same.’  

These are typical stories of the disabling effects of MS. 

This can impact people with MS by the way they are treated 

by friends, family and employers, how they are perceived by 

the general public and professionals, such as assessors, who 

should know better. Don’t be one of these – understand the 
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Green Gym supported by Sainsbury’s 
Sainsbury’s has decided to support Chippy 

Green Gym as part of its anniversary 

celebrations. So there are collection boxes 

in the store and members of the staff are 

joining us at our work sessions. And they 

will be providing the biscuits at our mid-

morning break! 

This month we have worked in 

Fitzalan Wood (near Travis Perkins). The 

willows there have grown enormously so 

we have pollarded them and you may have 

seen us burning the off-cuts on the 

Common. We have also scythed paths in 

the undergrowth between the trees. This is an on-going 

project – as are also the garden beds in front of the Health 

Centre. We have also returned to Over Norton Village Hall, 

where we helped clear the playing field when it was first 

created. It was good to see how well it has developed. 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts from Chippy may be available to outlying 

sites and there is no joining fee. Come and enjoy working 

outdoors in good company. More information on the board 

just inside Sainsbury’s or at www.chippygreengym.org or 

email me at jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

Girlguiding: volunteer appeal 
Girlguiding is the 

leading charity 

for girls and 

young women in 

the UK. Thanks 

to the dedication 

and support of 

amazing volunteers, we are able to give girls a space where 

they can be themselves, have fun, build brilliant friendships, 

gain valuable life skills and make a positive difference to their 

lives and their communities. Could you give a couple of hours 

to a local group? There are currently a number of 

volunteering role vacancies in the Chipping Norton District, 

for Kingham Brownies and Kingham Guides. If you can 

support girls on a weekly basis – you have the opportunity to 

see girls grow and develop, supporting leaders with activities, 

events and adventures. If you aren’t able to volunteer on a 

regular basis, you can still make an impact in a supporting role. 

No commitment is too small – every role is vital to running 

our charity. If you would like to find out more, please contact 

Nicki Watson via kinghambrownies@gmail.com 

Alison Dunbar 

CN Amnesty support human rights 
On 11 July, we welcome speaker, Paul Dawson, who has a 

sound knowledge of the Human Rights in Saudi Arabia where 

the women who campaigned for the right to drive are now 

imprisoned, even though the law allowing women to drive has 

been passed! 

Thank you to all who supported our stall during the Town 

Festival on 30 June. Our next event is Amnesty’s annual 

Burford Book Sale at the Tolsey, in the main street, on 

Saturday 13 July between 10am and 4pm. Our annual street 

collection here in Chippy will be in August this year. Look out 

for our bright tabards and tins on Saturday 31 August! 

All are welcome to Paul Dawson’s talk at 7.30pm 

Thursday 11 July, Lower Town Hall. Free admission. For 

further information please contact Val on 645036. 

Kaye Freeman 

Alpacas, fudge & a funny act for WOWI 
There is always a bit of a panic when a speaker emails 24 

hours before the 

meeting to say she 

can’t come. West 

Oxon WI had been 

due to have a talk 

from an Angora 

goat farmer but 

instead at the 

eleventh hour Jane 

Abbott of Swerford 

came to talk about 

her Alpacas. Jane (pictured) is so passionate about them and 

showed us some of the wonderful things she has made from 

their fleece. Many members went to visit her farm and gallery 

during Art Week and twelve of us are going to do a workshop 

with her.  

 We voted on our two Resolutions: 'Don't Fear the 

Smear' and 'A call against the decline of the Rural Bus 

services'. Both were carried to take forward to the debate at 

the National Annual Meeting in Bournemouth which three 

WOWI members attended. The result of this debate was, the 

former Resolution was carried by 97% and the latter by 96% 

of the vote! 

Our June meeting sees Jenny Silverthorne-Wright talking 

to us about her fudge-making business (with tasters) and then 

leading us into her other passion – singing. Sounds like the 

start of WOWI choir to me! In July, we have Betty Page with 

A One Woman Monologue. A very funny act by all accounts! 

August is always our picnic in Jean's garden. This year we will 

be combining it with a celebration of Oxfordshire 

Federation's Centenary. I hope by the time you read this we 

may have met some of you at our stall at the Town Festival on 

30 June. We meet on the 3rd Monday of the month in St Mary's 

Parish Rooms at 7.30pm. Any more details please get in touch. 

Hilary Dix 646228 
Fun & fundraising with CN Lions 
We are pleased to say our Easter Baskets made £750. This will 

go towards the maintenance of the defibrillators, refurbishing 

returned mobility scooters and other charity work. We still 

have our quizzes on sale, only £2, available from any Lion – 

alternatively just call Lion Liz or Lion Mike 644678. 
As our member numbers are low, our main aim this year 

is to try to change this. The Lions are a group of community 
minded  people who want to help others. We have fun as well 
as the serious matter of fundraising which enables us to do 
this. We meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month 
at the Crown & Cushion Hotel at 8pm but we feel it is much 
nicer for prospective recruits to be accompanied to their first 
meeting by an existing member. Main members to contact are 
President Mazza Holland 641121 or President Elect. Rob 
Caswell 646003 but any Lion would be pleased to help. Visit 
www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk for further information. 

Liz Nason 
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Probus enjoy a steam train trip  
Chipping Norton Probus had an outing to the 

Gloucester/Warwickshire Steam Railway on a fine day in June. 

GWSR is almost 

entirely operat-

ed by volunteers 

and runs from 

Cheltenham to 

Broadway. A 

most interesting 

day included a 

tour of the 

station at Tod-

dington with its 

engine sheds – 

pictured is a huge engine being viewed by Members and their 

wives/guests. The tour was followed by travelling the length of 

the line and a fish and chip lunch.  

Chipping Norton Probus meets at 11am in the Crown & 

Cushion – next meetings are 16 July and 20 August. For details 

call 645382 or visit www.chippingnortonprobus.com 

David Megson 

Folk Club over the summer 
A lovely relaxed evening on Monday 10 June at The Artyard 

Café in Enstone. A few of our much-loved regulars were 

joined by talented multi–instrumentalists Brock and Vixen.  

The first half followed the normal format of people taking 

turns to perform from the stage. David Oakley performed a 

memorable joining-in song involving a lot of yodeling. He 

couldn’t remember the name so rather imaginatively it 

became known as ‘the yodeling song’! It certainly brought out 

the inner Austrian in everyone! For the second half we 

formed a circle and performed sitting down with everyone 

supporting each other with sensitive harmonies, rhythm and 

lead guitar, a piano accordion and sundry percussion. Brock 

and Vixen gave us a magical rendition of a song about the 

Battle of Cropredy,  

The meetings over summer will be at the same venue at 

7.45pm on Monday 8 July and 12 August. All performers 

(especially first timers) and non-performers welcome.  

Patrick Moores 

Sightseeing with Chippy Ramblers  
Nine of us set out from Church Enstone and our first stop 

was Cleveley where we admired the lake and millstream – a 

lovely spot which was new to most of us. Then, up a narrow 

path, along a bridleway, and through woodland to the A44. 

Crossing that fast road was well worthwhile because we then 

came to a field where the lower part had been sown for birds. 

Too early for the seeds of course but the diversity of flowers 

was marvellous. Then we came to Fulwell and the home of 

Mont Abbott, the shepherd who was immortalised in Sheila 

Stewart’s book Lifting the Latch, then on past the Hoar Stone 

and back through Enstone. An interesting walk! 

If you too enjoy walking in our lovely countryside in good 

company, join us on the first Sunday of every month in the 

New Street car park at 2pm.  We get into 2 or 3 cars and 

make for the start of the walk – a different one each month, 

quite leisurely and lasting about two hours. New members are 

very welcome. Enquiries to Heather Leonard (643691 or 

rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or to me (643269 or 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com) And if you fancy more 

frequent walks or other activities on weekdays, how about 

joining U3A – see report p25.  We would love to see you! 

Jenny Harrington 

Greystones Nature Reserve – NOOG 
On Wednesday 3 July 

(with the earlier start 

of 6pm) we visit 

Greystones Nature 

Reserve just outside 

Bou r ton -on - t h e -

Water, pictured. This 

is a Gloucestershire 

Wildlife Trust SSSI, 

where our guided 

tour will cover the 

unimproved hay 

meadows, ponds, hedgerows planted for wildlife, farming 

practices such as a ‘freedom milker’, as well as a history of the 

site. There is a £2 fee. Our Wednesday 7 August visit, at 7pm, 

will be to Brakelands Farm at Swalcliffe. Here, soil care with 

minimum tillage is practised to grow borage, echium and 

linseed for their oils. This will be followed by light 

refreshments in a member’s nearby garden. 

Do join us – shared transport can be arranged. For 

enquiries about N Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact 

Tracy Lean tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, 

www.noog.org.uk. 

CLUB NEWS
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Chipping Norton School 
School Council visit 
Houses of Parliament: We 

are very grateful for the 

contribution that our student 

councillors have made to 

school life this year and as a 

thank you arranged a visit to 

the Palace of Westminster, to 

visit both Houses of 

Parliament, followed by a trip 

on the London Eye. The 

students enjoyed a guided 

tour of the Palace of 

Westminster, watched a short 

film about the History of 

Parliament and how it 

functions and the work of 

Parliament today.  After the 

tour, the students made their 

way across Westminster Bridge to the London Eye, and 

enjoyed fine views of the capital. 

Year 7 Tenner Challenge: The Year 7s were given £10 and 

challenged to 

use this money 

to raise as much 

money as 

possible for a 

charity of their 

choice in just 

four weeks. The 

students work-

ed in small 

groups and 

earned money 

by a variety of means, including selling cakes, walking dogs and 

organising plant sales. They all had great fun, raising funds for 

their favourite charities and learning how to be young 

entrepreneurs. They raised a large amount of money for many 

individual charities. The top three groups were Cookie 

Monster (£270), Biscuit Bonanza (£300) and The Cupcake 

Crewe and Cookies Too (£404). Well done to Cerys Moss, 

Harley-Jane Walkden, Isabel Turner and Poppy Wareham Valler. 

Dance Intensive: Dance students were able to enjoy five 

days of intensive 

dance lessons 

with contemp-

orary dancer and 

choreographer, 

Thomas Page. The 

aim of the 

workshops was 

to create a piece 

of dance which 

explored how 

society places each one of us into boxes depending on our 

age, gender, appearance and life style choices. The students 

performed their inspiring routine, to great acclaim, at a Dance 

Showcase the following week. 

Key Stage 5 Awards Evening: Once again the annual Key 

Stage 5 Awards Evening provided an opportunity for students, 

parents and staff to celebrate the range of successes, both 

academic and community- based, of our Year 13 students as 

they near the end of their time at Chipping Norton School 

Sixth Form. It was wonderful to hear how talented, hard-

working and community-spirited our sixth formers are and be 

able to recognise their achievements.  

CNPS news: Over the first two weeks of June we welcomed 

families with pupils in Year 4, 5 & 6 from our partnership 

schools to take part in Family Learning Workshops: 

• Tennis For All (pictured below) 

• Mathematics and Puzzle Workshop 

• Music – ‘Film Scores’  

• Forest School Outdoor Activity workshop.  

The Family Learning Workshops are designed as an 

opportunity for adults and children to have a shared learning 

experience. We believe that this is an excellent way to boost 

family well-being and encourage learning. Three of the 

workshops were led by staff from Chipping Norton School; 

Miss Kearns, Mr Mativenga and Mrs Dean from Mathematics, 

Mr Brown from Music and Mrs Lee, our Tennis Coach. We 

were very pleased to welcome Helen Clarke and Tim Hooper 

from Guidepost to lead our Forest School activity. We know 

everyone who took part really enjoyed it and we would like 

to say thank you to you all. Thanks also to the staff who 

worked so hard to provide the workshops this term. 

We really enjoy running the Creative Writing Club for 

our Year 4 & 5 partnership pupils. Mr Long (English 

Department) is always delighted and impressed by the quality 

of work and enthusiasm of the pupils. We invite the pupils into 

school for an hour per week over five weeks. They are 

encouraged to produce descriptive texts such as short 

stories or poems, act out small scenes from texts and read 

and share their work with each other. We know that the 

opportunity to take part in this club will continue to 

encourage the children to enjoy reading and writing. 

SCHOOLS NEWS
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Holy Trinity Primary  
Confirmation: Some of our Year 6 children and past pupils 

took their Confirmation on 6 June. The service was attended 

by all of KS2 children and the school choir, who sang 

beautifully. The service was led by the Rt Rev Bishop William 

Kenney. This marks the next stage of their faith life. It was a 

really special celebration. 

Summer Fete: Thank you to all who supported our Summer 

Fete, which raised over £3,300, despite atrocious weather. 

There was so much to entertain parents, family and friends, 

with both KS1 and KS2 choirs singing beautifully, maypole 

dancing by Years 5 & 6 and Emily Archer with her dancing 

troupe. A huge thank you to our PTA and the volunteers who 

worked so hard to make it a lovely and successful day.  

Art Exhibition: McCarthy & Stone ran an art completion 

for our pupils, resulting in some fantastic artwork, showing 

the children’s favourite places in Chipping Norton. First, 

second and third prizes were awarded with Hobby Craft 

vouchers. Parents and all the artists were invited to an 

exhibition of their artwork in the McCarthy & Stone lounge, 

an event which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Young Entrepreneur Project: Our Year 6 children have 

created business plans for the Young Entrepreneur Project. 

They pitched their ideas to the ‘Dragons’ (Mrs Buchanan and 

Mrs Allcock) and received loans to start their businesses. They 

have started to sell a wide variety of products after school 

and around the community. All money raised will be given to 

the two charities chosen by the Year 6 children. We will keep 

you posted on the amount raised. 

Living Rainforest: The children had a fantastic day at the 

Living Rainforest in Newbury. They learnt about adaptations 

and how plants and animals survive, which supported the 

ongoing topic in school. ‘I really enjoyed the day. My favourite 

animal was the sloth.’ by Billy.  

Elmer Day: Reception Class enjoyed coming to school in 

their brightest and most colourful clothes to help Elmer 

celebrate his 30th birthday. They made jam sandwiches and 

made Elmer models from milk bottles.  

Year 6 WOW Day: As a reward for all their hard work this 

academic year, Year 6 children travelled to Milton Keynes for 

bowling followed by a visit to the Snozone for a Polar 

Experience and Sledging. 

Dino Day: Year 2 had a travelling natural history museum 

visit the school where they shared their expertise on 

dinosaurs alongside the Year 2 topic. The children were able 

to have a hands-on experience with dinosaur models, an 

archaeological dig and creating their own fossils using plaster 

of Paris. The highlight of the day was a visit from ‘Reggae Rex’ 

a huge Tyrannosaurus Rex. 

Year 4 Everdon Residential: The children spent a fantastic 

few days at Everdon Outdoor Learning Centre in 

Northamptonshire, exploring the beautiful woods nearby, 

building shelters, exploring animal tracks and their habitats. 

The children took part in all the activities with great 

enthusiasm and learnt many new skills, including fire lighting 

using steels and evaluating water cleanliness by identifying 

creatures living in the river. 

New Parents’ Coffee Mornings: It was lovely to meet our 

2019 Reception Class parents and children at our informal 

Coffee Mornings. It gave both parents and children the 

opportunity to meet with staff and each other. The children 

were also invited to spend some time in their new classroom 

and outside areas. We look forward to the children starting 

with us in September. 
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St Mary’s Primary  
All bells, whistles, drums and banners!! Jo Graves, 
Governor reports: This was the scene on a sunny morning at 

8am on Wednesday 22 May as over 100 people – children, 

parents, staff, Governors, Town Councillors and police officers 

arose from bed for an early morning call to meet at New 

Street car park to WALK TO SCHOOL to The Green through 

Chipping Norton Town Centre. This is an Annual event in 

which St Mary’s CE Primary School participates to raise 

awareness of WALKING. The Living Streets Organisation, 

who initiated this, has for the past 90 years been advocating 

safer highways for pedestrians to encourage people, especially 

on the school run, to leave their cars at home. This 

organisation was responsible all those years ago in 1929 for 

the introduction of Belisha Beacons – now common place as 

Zebra crossings or Pelican crossings. The children and adults 

enjoyed a fun time walking through Chippy on the Wednesday 

morning and participated in activities during the entire week. 

Such initiatives are to be encouraged – as Living Streets points 

out – walking improves air quality, reduces congestion, 

enables children to learn road safety skills, is fun to take part 

and makes for happier healthier children. Let’s encourage this. 

Athletics: In May of a team of 26 children from Years 4, 5 and 

6 from St Mary’s participated in a series of energetic, 

competitive events. The children competed in standing long 

jump and were tested on their throwing abilities and ran two 

different distances against the other partnership schools. The 

sprint marked a length of 75 metres while the longer race 

stretched to 300m. Many participants from the School 

crossed the finish line in first, second or third place! Many 

points were earned for the team in the long run, with 18 

competitors and in the shorter with 9. This earned the School 

two trophies as overall partnership champions from the 

children from years 4 and 5. It was a very well run and 

entertaining event! Thank you all staff and pupils of Chipping 

Norton School.  

Message from Mrs Stallwood: I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the whole school community for 

another successful and happy year at St Mary’s Primary. As 

ever the children have worked incredibly hard and deserved 

their many achievements. A highlight of the year has been a 

substantial number of 1st place trophies gained by the school 

from sports events within the Chipping Norton Partnership. 

Other successes have included coming first in the Partnership 

Literacy Quiz and securing 1st and 2nd place in the poetry 

writing competition during the Chipping Norton Literary 

Festival. Great work children! Over the summer we eagerly 

await the installation of a purpose-built running track within 

the school grounds which will further encourage our pupils 

to engage in a healthy lifestyle and to compete in a range of 

track events. 

Kingham Primary  
It has again been a month of sporting success here at 

Kingham:  

A nervous gymnastics team made their way to Abingdon 

Gymnastics Club for the Key Steps County Final this month. 

Competing against the best teams of the County they did a 

wonderful job presenting some beautiful floor routines and 

exciting vaults! We are proud of them and all the hard work 

they put in, but special mention must go to Monty who came 

joint first in the Year 5/6 competition.  

In May, two teams of excited young athletes from Years 4, 

5 and 6 took part in the Chipping Norton Partnership 

Athletics Competition. Prior to the event, the children had 

several training sessions, where they practised their sprinting, 

endurance running, howler throw and standing long jump. 

With the sun shining and sun cream applied, the children 

confidently put into practice all that they knew as they 

competitively participated in each of the four athletic 
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disciplines. There was some amazing running, performed 

through sheer grit determination and some rather impressive 

distances covered with the howling throwing.  

Pupils have also taken part in the West Oxfordshire 

Tennis Festival and won the partnership school’s U10’s Tag 

Rugby tournament. Well done to the successful teams. 

Chadlington Primary  
A sporting 

update from 

Chadlington, as 

the School belied 

its numbers, and 

showed extra-

ordinary prowess 

on both the 

rugby field and 

athletics track. 

As part of the CNPS, this year has thus far been one of 

sporting excellence from the children at Chadlington, and this 

continued before half term in the rearranged rugby 

tournament played at Chipping Norton Rugby Club. Tag rugby 

is one of the few sports in the annual calendar that sees boys 

and girls compete together and there was a wonderful 

camaraderie on show as all those clad in green came together 

and dominated the small schools competition, winning all of 

their matches to pick up the top prize. Specially commended 

for their performance were Edie Chuard and Henri Knobel. 

Then on to the Athletics at Chipping Norton School just 

before the half term break, and pairs of boys and girls went to 

represent the School at Year 4, Year 5, and Year 6 level - 

competing in the 75m sprint, 300m ‘long distance’, Standing 

Long Jump, and Vortex throw. Once again Chadlington 

dominated the Small Schools competition, winning each 

individual age group, and the overall prize as well.  

So, thus far this year, Chadlington really are proving to be 

the Victor Ludorum.  

Great Rollright Primary  
We started the school year with a new kitchen, and we’re 

ending it with a new play area. All our children had input into 

the choice of equipment, and we’ve ended up with five fun 

new options for climbing, bouncing and balancing. We love 

getting outdoors here at Great Rollright, and now we’re 

enjoying it more than ever!  

Also since the last issue:  

Post from Africa: Our Year 5 

and 6 children were thrilled to 

receive their first letters from 

their new penpals in Uganda 

(pictured).  

Garden: The raised beds we built 

over the winter and planted this 

spring are now overflowing with 

veg. We’ve been enjoying 

harvesting our own produce, and 

eating it in our school dinners. 

Opera: Our Year 6 children spent an exciting day working 

with members of the Longborough Festival Opera to create 

their own version of Donizetti’s Anna Bolena. Later they 

attended a dress rehearsal of the opera at Longborough. This 

is our fifth year of partnership with the Festival.  

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all 

that we offer — including a free bus to Chipping Norton. 

Please make an appointment by calling 01608 737202. 

Bledington Primary  
Sport: Bledington had a wide 

range of first, second and third 

places at the North Cotswold 

KS2 Athletics festival held at 

Temple Guiting. These winners 

will be competing in the 

Gloucestershire County finals 

in Cirencester in July. Our 

girls’ cricket team recently 

competed in the 

Gloucestershire Festival in 

Cirencester. They each 

received a cricket bat and ball 

as a prize. Congratulations and 

many thanks to all involved. 

Bledington Music: As part of the prestigious Bledington 

Music Festival, Bledington Primary School has been fortunate 

to have three afternoon workshop concerts in our school 

hall. Bella Tromba performed an exciting range of music on a 

variety of different trumpets – including one made from a 

funnel and a garden hose!! The Albion Quartet brought a 

variety of Chamber music and they explained how their 

instruments worked together to enhance the sound. The 

children loved it when the celloist played Harry Potter! Our 

final concert was given by ZRI, a group playing fast-paced 

traditional tunes bursting with Hungarian themes. The 

children were fascinated to see and hear some very unusual 

instruments played. 

Middle Barton Primary  
We are reflecting 

on how quickly 

time flies as we 

enter the last 

term of the school 

year. Our Healthy 

Lifestyles cur-

riculum is having a 

fantastic result, 

with parents and 

children running / walking every morning before school starts. 

There is now a 'no added sugar Wednesday' in school where 

even the school kitchen use only natural sugars.  

The children are deep in preparation for their school play 

at Chipping Norton Theatre on 11 July – do come along and 

see us! Our Year 3/4s are heading off on a residential for a 

night away orienteering and shelter building whilst our 

Reception children are starting their Forest School sessions in 

our newly developing 'woods'. Our outdoor classroom is 

finished and the teachers are planning a broad and exciting 

curriculum for the children.  

In our bid to help the community, we are introducing a 

Breakfast Bus, courtesy of 'Our Bus Bartons', to collect 

children in the mornings and bring them Into Breakfast Club.  
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In September, we open our doors to our biggest Reception 

intake for many years and have expanded to a six class school. 

Exciting times ahead. 

The Town Nursery  
Following Oxfordshire Art Weeks and prior to the Summer 

Exhibition in London the 

children in Nursery Two 

have painted some 

colourful pictures that 

are now on display in the 

courtyard. Inspired by 

this wonderful exhibition 

we have been revamping 

the courtyard. The 

wooden surface now has 

artificial grass, the 

daffodils were stunning even though they were planted late 

and we have numerous hanging baskets. The children emptied 

the sand pit which has been transformed into a sunken 

den/tent area. We have large wooden blocks, planks, ramps 

and tubes to play with. The courtyard provides a secure 

outside space that nursery two children can access easily- 

moving in and out as they wish. We do carry some of our 

inside activities out so painting and water play can be as messy 

as they wish. The blackboards are very popular, it is interesting 

to watch meaningful and significant marks appearing, cars, 

faces and numbers are recognisable. When the chalk boards 

need cleaning, water with decorating brushes soon gets the 

surfaces clean.  

Nursery Two will be getting ready for their Teddy Bears’ 

Picnic through June. We will be busy making bear hats and 

pictures and enjoying lots of stories and songs with a bear 

theme.  

Windrush Valley School 
We’d like to say a massive thank you to all those who 

attended our Teddy Bears’ Picnic recently. It was lovely to see 

so many local children and families and a special thank you to 

Ascott Pre-School. A wonderful time was had by all, including 

all the teddies, and we are grateful the weather was kind to 

us! We all had such a great time, Windrush Valley School will 

be hosting more events throughout the next academic year, all 

welcome – watch this space …. 

We were also very lucky – for most of the time – with 

the weather on our Year 6 residential to JCA activity centre 

in Mill Rythe! We ventured to the seaside on our annual visit, 

as a big thank you to our current Year 6 pupils. They have all 

worked extremely hard throughout their time at Windrush 

Valley School, and we will be incredibly sad, but very proud to 

see them all move on to their first-choice secondary school.  

Sports Round Up! We are extremely proud to have two 

of our Year 5 boys representing London North Independent 

Schools Association, at the national athletics final in 

Birmingham this month. They will be competing against ISA 

regions across the UK and we wish them the best of luck! 

Kingham Hill School 
Pupils raise over £5,000 for charity of the year: We 

selected our 

charity of the year, 

Centrepoint, and 

carried out some 

very impressive 

fundraising events 

during the Lent 

term to raise 

money for its 

Bursary scheme. 

Pupils organised 

and ran a number of fundraising events, from own clothes 

days, cake sales, movie nights, a sponsored beard shaving and 

an ice cream stand. These events received immense support 

from the school community, especially Mr Seward's Beard-

exit, which saw £1,460 raised and Oliveri Barber's travelling 

to the School to carry out the beard shave in front of a full 

Chapel. Sixth Former Lucy took part in the School's 

sponsored sleep out on site and organised her own 

sponsored walk. Lucy raised £538, an incredible individual 

effort. In May, the School was proud to invite Peter from 

Centrepoint in for a special assembly last week where our 

pupils presented him with a cheque for an impressive 

£5,627.43. Peter spoke with our pupils about the bursary 

scheme their donations will support to help young homeless 

people get into and continue education. Well done to 

everyone for their hard work, we are very proud of their 

efforts and the worthy cause the money will be supporting. 

Sibford School 
Fun in the Country Holiday Club: Sibford School will be 

running Fun in the Country, a Holiday Club for children aged 

5-11 throughout the summer holidays. This popular Club sees 

children take part in a variety of activities from arts & crafts, 

music & drama, sports, team games to cookery and swimming. 

The Club will be running on weekdays from Monday 29 July 

until Friday 23 August. Timings are from 9.15am-4.30pm, 

however early drop off can be arranged from 8.30am and pick 

up as late as 5.30pm. The cost per day is £30 and early booking 

is recommended as this popular Holiday Club has limited 

numbers. To book a place call Elspeth on 01295 781203. 

Upcoming open events at Sibford School 
• Junior School Open Morning 

Saturday 21 September 2019. 10.30am-12pm. 

• Whole School Open Morning  
Friday 4 October 2019. 9.45am-12pm. 

If you would like to attend an event and are able to let us 

know in advance, please contact Elspeth Dyer, admissions 

officer via email: admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk or phone: 

01295 781203. 
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Town ‘one stop shop’ needed 
Re your article about a ‘One Stop Shop’ (May News). Visiting 

the WODC office at The Guildhall, I learned that a customer 

had tried to pay Council Tax there and at the bank one day 

last week. Both were closed. Why can’t they agree and open 

on different days? You are correct that the idea (of a multi-

purpose one- stop-shop) has been suggested many times, but 

it needs co-operation from all parties, and someone locally 

with energy and enthusiasm to get it started, and manage it. 

We had a Town Partnership coordinator promoting the Town 

but I am not sure what happened. Now ‘Experience Chipping 

Norton’ seem to expect everyone to be computer users. As 

a volunteer, I run the Town Hall visitor service on Saturday 

mornings – not the best day, but I must operate it when I can 

get volunteers. There’s the problem. There are potential 

premises in the Town and there is a need for a physical 

presence. On Saturday mornings we often receive enquiries 

from people who are looking for a face-to-face discussion 

about their query. They also look for paper versions of the 

information we supply. I have discussed this problem with the 

Vicar, wondering if there is space in the Church’s potential 

facility in the old NatWest Bank. There may be, but the 

problem remains, how do we staff such a facility? I am happy 

to be involved but, like others, have other commitments too 

and no longer have the capacity to take on the whole 

management. Have we a volunteer or is there a benefactor 

who is able to pay the cost of employing someone? 

Peta Simmons 

Global Warming – An Alternative View 
When a student studying in 1974, we investigated the 

alternatives to petrol and diesel for fuelling cars. Electricity was 

ruled out due to primitive battery technology. Hydrogen was 

a possible solution. With today's concerns on global warming, 

(June News front page) this aspect of my studies recently came 

to mind. When Mount St Helens blew up, 10 years’ worth of 

greenhouse gases were expelled. Similarly, Montserrat puts out 

a year’s worth of GHG every day. In fact, water vapour is the 

largest of GHGs, clouds forming an insulating layer, retaining 

the Earth's heat. The World has been 6 degrees hotter during 

man's time on the planet, so before we go too ‘nuts’, think – 

‘we have been here before’. It is also worth considering the 

environmental damage caused by the production of modern 

batteries, and other so-called green technologies. Rather than 

erecting fields of solar panels, or vast arrays of wind turbines, 

consider using every weir on every river and canal lock to 

produce electricity, and also tidal power, in places like Poole 

and the Severn Estuary to make usable, uninterruptible power. 

The world will warm up, and we do need to attack pollution, 

not to combat man's minor impact on world temperature, but 

to address the health aspects, which was one of the reasons 

for my student group's study. Another reason was the 

projected oil shortages as it is still bound to run out 

eventually! Maybe we should have an informed public debate 

about how to move forward. I'm game, are you? 

Jim Stanley 

Shoppers cannot park 
It is bank holiday Sunday 26 May. I am sitting in my shop 

twiddling my thumbs gazing through the window looking 

directly at Helen & Douglas on West Street. ‘I just don't 

believe it!’  (echoes of Victor Meldrew) – A Traffic Warden is 

sticking a parking ticket on a motor car! Chipping Norton 

town centre is dying on its feet as it is. I am usually closed on 

Sundays but thought I would make an effort. I sometimes 

wonder if Witney WODC has a hidden agenda to destroy 

Chipping Norton completely. Allowing Aldi and M&S Foodhall 

to build outside the town centre is a monumental blow for 

retailers in the town centre. Watching yellow-vested camera-

toting traffic wardens scare off brave potential shoppers is 

simply a crying shame. Whilst I am at it, half hour parking on 

West Street is a joke. Visitors wanting a snack at the Old Mill 

café, a browse round the local shops, get their shoes repaired 

at John King's, nip into Bannors for a light bulb, spend a 

couple of seconds gazing in awe at the fine arts and antiques 

(Junk) in CoCa and finally grab a newspaper from Mike's 

News in half an hour, should enter the Olympics! 

John Cooper 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

The Saturday morning visitor service is run by volunteers – 
pictured here are Peta Simmons & Liz Whitaker 



34

LETTERS

Link Road and ignoring local views 
Given that the decision on the site of the proposed link 

road will be decided by Oxfordshire and the developers, 

would it be overly cynical to suggest that this road has 

nothing to do with alleviating traffic flow through the Town 

(June – HGV and Link Road concerns). I suggest that its sole 

aim will be to provide easy access to the main commuter 

routes – to benefit the likely buyers of the new houses. It 

will do nothing to benefit Chipping Norton as a whole.  

G P White 
Reading your latest issue, it seems everybody is in the same 

boat regarding local issues. Kingham Parish Council is also just 

disregarded on any planning, road and other issues. When 

locals objected to no social housing at a recent application the 

developers went to appeal and built a few, but then cut the 

amount of Section 106 money given and dictated what it had 

to be spent on! Needless to say, local youngsters can’t afford 

the so called affordable homes or social rent – none are taken 

by locals. Kingham will soon be named ‘Second Homes and 

Bamford Village’.  

Regarding Chipping Norton, the pollution monitor 

there has recorded excess readings for years and the Town 

Council is again being ignored by Oxfordshire County 

Council. The Link Road through the allotments is not 

needed at all – but again local opinions do not matter. 

Leon Moody 

Policing irresponsible dog owners 
I have read again the problem caused by irresponsible dog 

owners allowing their dogs to run free in the New Street 

recreation ground. Unfortunately, until a catastrophe occurs 

nothing will be done. Even if restrictions are put in place there 

will still be a problem unless it can be policed properly. Clearly, 

the person who wrote one of the letters in the June issue of 

the News is wary about advertising their name because of 

possible recriminations which, as the person has explained, is 

usually the norm. The details of their encounter with a dog 

owner explains all. Perhaps, photographic evidence might help 

along with adequate support from the ‘new’ Town Council. 

Steve Williams 

Shopping Arcade clean-up needed 
The floor of the 

entrance arcade 

to the Co-op is 

very dirty. This is 

one of the 

entrances to a 

Food Market 

and should be 

cleaned on a 

regular basis. 

John Hill 

Beer festival – great support 
The 2019 Chadlington Beer Festival held on Saturday 1 June 

was a roaring success!  We were lucky to have a beautiful day 

which resulted in a great turnout from Chadlington, Chipping 

Norton and the surrounding villages, as well as many visitors 

to the Cotswolds who were able to drop by. Thanks to the 

appetite of the attendees for our delicious beers, ciders, 

perries, cakes, burgers, live music and more we are delighted 

to have raised a record figure for the Festival, all of which goes 

to Chadlington Primary School providing school trips and IT 

and play equipment for the kids.  

We are extremely grateful to everyone who came along 

(we hope you had as great a time as we did!) to our generous 

sponsors – in particular our joint headline sponsors Fairfax & 

Co and Sam Peet Groundworks –  to Little Wild Things for 

running the children's area, and to the Beer Festival team and 

local volunteers for making the event happen. The beer with 

the most votes was Yakima IPA (sponsored by Top Herd), but 

all the beers were finished off, and it was good to see a strong 

showing from our very own Chadlington Brewery this year. 

Please get in touch via the website if you would like to 

volunteer next year. chadlingtonbeerfestival.co.uk   

Kristin Bryars 

Election thanks 
I would like to thank everyone who voted for me as the 

Conservative candidate in the recent District Council 

elections. It was a pleasure to meet everyone on the doorstep 

and to discuss the pressing issues impacting the Town. In 

particular, with 1,200 new homes planned in Chipping Norton 

up to 2031, there needs to be sufficient and suitable 

infrastructure in place as well as long-term solutions to 

pollution and traffic. I hope the newly elected officials at 

District and Town Council levels deliver against the promises 

of the campaign.  

Jonny Rosemont, West Oxfordshire Conservatives 

 The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.



July (July/August News out Monday 24 June)  

2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p24 

3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p25 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  Greystones visit see p27 

6th Pandemonium in the Park noon-3pm St Mary’s Church 

& The Theatre provide free fun on the Common - details p7 

Leisure Centre Open Day 7am-3pm -  see p19 

Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 Village Hall see p8 

Wychwood Chorale Concert 7.30 Church Enstone p16 

7th Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church  see p10   

Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p27 

8th Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p27 

10th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Lawrence 

Home Nursing  Team see p10 

11th CN Amnesty 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p26 

13th Country Market Celebration 10am Lowr Twn Hall  - p3 

Screen by the Green in Churchill - Bohemian 
Rhapsody see p11 

14th Cotswold Gate play area opening 11am - see p3 

15th WOWI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p26 

16th CN Probus Ladies Invitation Lunch: Rowing across the 

Atlantic & Walking to the North Pole - Jan Meek 11am 

Crown and Cushion see p27 

17th One Day in Chippy photo day - all day! see p4 

20th Farmer’s Market 8.30am-1pm  

Moonstones at the Rollright Stones an evening of 

music & astronomy - see p16 
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22nd Town Council Meeting 7.15 Town Hall Council Chambr 

25th CN Flower Club 7pm Town Hall - see p24 

August (No Chipping Norton News)  

3rd Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 Village Hall see p8 

4th Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church  see p10 

Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p27   

6th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p24 

7th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p25 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  Swalcliffe visit see p27 

8th Rockets & Robots for 5-11s The Library see p10 

9th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see below 

10th Screen by the Green Churchill The Favourite - see p11 

12th Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p27 

14th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Methodist 

Homes see p10 

17th Farmer’s Market 8.30am-1pm  

19th Town Council Meeting 7.15 Town Hall Council Chambr 

20th CN Probus Life as a Vet - Alan Walker 11am Crown 

and Cushion see p27 

22nd Alien Alert! for 5-11s The Library see p10 

September (out TUESDAY 27 August)  

3rd Railway Club Archive Railway Film - Mike Clemens 7.30 Lwr 

Town Hall - see p24 

4th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p25 

6th Local History Society Getting around in the 1960s - 

Mike Hurst 2pm Methodist Hall see p25

DIARY

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT HOW WE 
MAKE THE NEWS? 

The Chippy News is a community newspaper that’s served the 
Town for over 40 years. Would you like to join a lively team of 
volunteers to ‘make the news’? Contact us to find out more – 
details below.

See also p20 for other Fetes & Festivals & Arts pages for concerts & summer workshops for children
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Line-up includes Apollo Syndrome, Atticus, Cloud 9, Good Intent, Amy Bee, Grace, Jasmine Faulkner, 

Neva Mynd, Rhythm is Life, St Mary’s School Singing Club and The Folk, Gospel & Blues Band. 

Plus children’s rides, food, vintage cars and a wide variety of stalls..   
More on facebook@chippingnortontownfestival ~  enquiries: cntownfestival@gmail.com. 

Sunny Fibrefest celebrates all things woolly!

The DIARY is on p35

The Fibre Festival struck lucky 
with beautiful sunshine on 

Saturday 1 June and Middle Row 
was filled with all things woolly. 

Wensleydale lambs were the stars 
of the show and were impeccably 
behaved as visitors admired their 
unusual curly fleeces. Hand-dyed 
yarns from HeyJay provided an 

explosion of colour, while 
handmade knitted animals and 

baby designs drew much 
admiration. Spinners Chris and 

Sarah showed off their skills and 
work and several people took the 

chance to try their hand at 
spinning. Meanwhile, upstairs at the 

Fibreworks, textiles artist Anne 
Kelly led a workshop based on her 

latest book, Textile Folk Art. 
Claire Jarvis

Sunday 30th June 2019  
11am – 8.30pm 

Programmes on sale at The Co-op


