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Eco Town Action!
Time for Chipping Norton to act on the             

climate change crisis?
A special Town Meeting on 19 June at 7.30 is for us 

all to respond to the climate change and ecological 

emergency. It’s not just David Attenborough, the 

UK Parliament and Swedish schoolgirl Greta 

Thunberg – action is stepping up nearer to home. 

On Chippy’s HGV town centre pollution, a new 

Action Group of councillors is reviving the 

campaign for a proper HGV bypass. Chippy’s 

school students joined national climate change 

protests and are leading on recycling, litter and anti-

plastic campaigns. Our local farmers are showing 

the way on biodiversity. Witney Town Council is 

planting a new tree for every new baby this year! 

Oxford’s Mayor has his electric car ready for the 

zero emissions zone.  

But there’s much more we can do on housing, 

energy, transport, our own food carbon footprint, 

and wasteful day to day consumption. Come to the 

Methodist Hall with ideas for some action! Lots 

more inside. 

The News Team visits Chipping Norton’s 
array of markets – pictured is Mark at 
Wednesday’s Fruit & Veg stall. Still part of a 
changing town centre. See centre pages.

Off to Market!

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools           
and Letters 

In this Issue 

May election results – big council changes 
bring new faces at Town Mayor Making  
Lawrence Team – Tea party marks 20th 
anniversary of Home Nursing charity 
New Scout Hut – past scouts and guides 
gather for grand opening ceremony 
D-Day 75 years on – Legion remembers 
Town soldiers in Normandy Landings

Mayor Don Davidson 
enjoys Blossom Day  at 
the Community 
Orchard and Chippy 
looks forward to the 
Town Festival and a 
month full of Fetes, 
Festivals & Fun. See p15 
and back page. At a 
more formal event, 
later in May he 
‘donned’ his mayoral 
robes to be sworn in as 
Mayor for another year. 

 

Festival Fun

-
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ELECTION UPDATE

 Chipping Norton Town Council 
  Town Clerk and Responsible     

       Financial Officer 
          Salary LC2 new SCP 24 – 28 

             £27,905 - £31,371 per annum                                                        
               30 hours per week plus meetings 

Chipping Norton Town Council is one of the largest and 
busiest Town Councils in West Oxfordshire. The Council 

provides a wide range of quality services including 
recreation grounds, open spaces, sports fields, allotments, 

burial land and the Town Hall.  

We are seeking an executive leader of the highest calibre to 
lead our dedicated staff team and to work actively with 

elected members to help develop existing services and to 
ensure that all legal, financial and other governance 

requirements are achieved.  

We invite applicants who have a demonstrable track record 
of service achievement and innovation, who are highly 

committed to public service, motivated, community focused, 
and who possess sound managerial, communication and 

organisational skills. Cilca qualification is essential or willing 
to work towards the Certificate in Local Council 

Administration. 

Application form and further details from Mrs. V. Oliveri, 
Town Clerk, Chipping Norton Town Council, The Guildhall, 
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 5NJ Tel: 01608 642341                       

Email: cntownclerk@btconnect.com  

Applications must be received by 1.00pm on 5th June 2019

Labour take WODC seat 
In the local election for West Oxfordshire District Council on 

2 May, Mike Cahill, standing for the Labour and Co-operative 

parties, won the Chipping Norton Ward seat with 766 votes, 

from Jonny Rosemont (Conservative, 631) and Juliet Byrne 

(Liberal Democrat, 495). This seat had previously been won by 

Conservative Guy Wall in 2015. Turnout was 37.9%. All three 

District Councillors for Chippy are now Labour. With 

significant gains by both Labour and Liberal Democrats, the 

make-up at WODC still has Conservatives in charge but with 

a reduced majority: 28 Con, 10 Lib Dem, 9 Lab and 2 Ind. 

Chippy Cllrs Carter and Saul have been made vice-chairs 

respectively of the Economic & Social Scrutiny and Uplands 

Planning Committees. The Conservative losses were echoed 

in other nearby Districts. Liberal Democrats took control 

from Conservatives at Cotswold and Vale of White Horse 

Districts, and Conservatives lost overall control at South 

Oxfordshire but retained Cherwell. 

New faces on Town Council 
There were some notable 

changes at the 2 May election for 

all 16 seats at Chipping Norton 

Town Council with longstanding 

independent Councillor Jo 

Graves topping the poll. Six new 

councillors were elected, 

including Laetisia Carter who is 

already a District Councillor.  

Current Labour District Councillors, Geoff Saul & Laetisia 
Carter are joined by a victorious Mike Cahill (right)

Chipping Norton Town Council 
  Results in order of votes cast 
16 candidates elected were: 
 Jo Graves Independent 1026 

*Laetisia Carter Labour 912 

Eve Coles Labour 863 

Mike Tysoe Independent 820 

Don Davidson Independent 788 

Nova Bradley Labour 724 

Martin Jarratt Independent 715 

Chris Butterworth Conservative 673 

*Lexy Tuckwell Labour 656 

Richard Benfield Independent 646 

*Gordon Brown Independent 643 

Mark Walker Labour 638 

David Heyes Labour 630 

*Rizvana Poole Labour 621 

*Georgia Mazower Labour 610 

*Sandra Coleman Independent 569 

(*new to council) 

9 candidates not elected were 

Aaron Miles Labour 559 

Alex Corfield Independent 546 

Dominic Harrison Independent 505

Zoey Macgregor Ind CN Res 398 

Steph Harrison-White Independent 393 

Hasan Tahirul 303 

James Kitcher 288 

Andrew Villars 203 

Catherine Salmon 178 

A 38% turnout saw 8 out of 9 Labour candidates elected, and 

one Conservative candidate – current councillor, Chris 

Butterworth. Five other candidates, elected in 2015 as 

Conservatives, chose to stand as independents. Only one of 

them, former Mayor Mike Tysoe, was re-elected. One 

consequence of the changes is that there are now 8 men and 

8 women (previously 13 and 3) and the average age has 

reduced somewhat! The Town Council uses their share of your 

council tax to look after the Town Hall, recreation grounds, 

cemeteries, Pool Meadow and Greystones. It can help 

promote the Town and its festivals, providing a welcome for 

visitors and new businesses. It gives grants to local bodies, is 

taking on more services, represents the Town on major issues 

such as planning and traffic, and will have substantial control 

over ‘infrastructure’ spending with new housing. With 1200 

new homes coming, the need for better facilities and a thriving, 

sustainable and attractive town will be important. Our citizens, 

young and older, will be looking to newly elected enthusiastic 

councillors to help (See Town Meeting news report p4).



Fun and games at Church Fete 
On Saturday 11 May, the Friends of St Mary's Church hosted 

their annual fete in the beautiful garden of the Old Vicarage. 

On a (mostly) fine afternoon, everyone was entertained by 

the wonderful singing club from St Mary's School – whose 

bespoke version of ‘baby shark’ will live long in the memory! 

The children fished, coloured, threw and batted their way to 

glory in the children's games, whilst their parents enjoyed 

afternoon tea or a game of croquet on the lawn! The cake, 

craft and plant stalls were as popular as ever, and there was 

lots of fun had with the treasure hunt, tombola and bat-the-

rat! Congratulations to everyone who won prizes on the 

day! We would like to say a big thank to the local businesses 

who so kindly supported the fete, including: Playmore Golf, 

Cedar Therapy, The Chequers Chipping Norton, Tickitty 

Boo, The Theatre, Beadles Butchers, Chipping Norton Tea 

Set, Bippity Boo, Gill & Co, The Lido, Bitter & Twisted, 

Sainsbury’s, The Co-op & Cotswold Wildlife Park. 

Kirsty Garrett 

Mayor Davidson re-elected 
Mayor Making included all the traditional ‘robes and ritual’ 

from a time when the Town Council controlled much more of 

its affairs. A ‘Mayoral Selection Committee’ on the outgoing 

Council had recommended that last year’s Mayor Cllr Don 

Davidson be re-elected at the Mayor Making. The newly 

elected Town Council duly approved this. A new Deputy 

Mayor needs to be elected: the recommended and previous 

office-holder, James Kitcher, was not re-elected to the 

Council. The Mayor proposed the choice be deferred, to give  

the new Council the chance for a fuller briefing on their role 

(later in May), then be allocated to committees (at June’s 

Council meeting) and finally for a new Mayoral Selection 

Committee to recommend a new Deputy. Peta Simmons will 

continue as Mayoress. In his Mayoral address, Don Davidson 

congratulated councillors on their election, with a particular 

welcome to new councillors. He looked forward to working 

with them on what will no doubt be a busy time ahead. 
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CHAOS – a ‘loverly’ triumph
Forty-five years since its first production, Chipping Norton 

Amateur Operatic Society put on an outstanding 

professional show at the Theatre in May. Staging Lerner & 

Loewe’s My Fair Lady  
invites comparisons 

with the lavish film 

version. And of 

course in that film 

Rex Harrison got by 

with talking, and 

Audrey Hepburn was 

miming to a 

professional singer. 

But CHAOS’s long-

serving Director Pat 

Lake (over 20 years!) 

need not have 

worried – this was the real thing, a fan’s delight with great 

costumes (that Ascot scene – pictured – was perfect) 

dancing, singing, and enough pizazz to beat the best. 

 News readers and musical enthusiasts Cathy Elliott and 

Rosemary Osmond who also saw the show, sent this:  ‘My 

Fair Lady – a triumph! The latest production by CHAOS was 

a real treat. The performance was accomplished and slick 

with great singing by the whole cast backed by an excellent 

seven piece orchestra. 

Debbie Radley as Eliza 

Doolittle hit the high 

notes wonderfully 

well and Kieron 

Keeble was a brilliant 

Henry Higgins. Stand-

out moments 

included Ryan Souch 

singing The Street 
Where You Live and 

Martin Hannant (a 

great Alfred Doolittle) 

leading everyone in 

I’m Getting Married in the Morning. Just one suggestion – can 

we have a singalong performance next year please?’ Well 

done to all, and, as well as to Pat and all the cast and team, a 

special mention to musical director Catrin Russ and 

choreographer Fiona Bates – we could have danced all night! 

Mayor Don Davidson, Mayoress Peta Simmons, Town Clerk Vanessa Oliveri and Town Councillors at the Mayor Making

New Council’s Mayor Making 
The first meeting of the new Town Council was held on Monday 20 May. Although it included a short normal 

monthly meeting, most of the agenda was taken up with the traditional ceremony of swearing in a new Mayor
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Climate crisis:Town meeting 
Should Chipping Norton declare a climate 

and ecology emergency? Come to a 

special Town meeting about this at 

7.30pm Wednesday 19 June in the 

Methodist Lower Hall. 

Transition Chipping Norton’s Marcus 

Simmons told the News ‘With recent 

“climactic” events in parliament, media and 

public, many things previously unthinkable now 

suddenly seem achievable! Change in our emissions, 

environment and communities is now urgent, but our 

concern and ambition have also dramatically increased. Who 

would have dreamed a few weeks ago that Parliament would 

declare a climate emergency, and a global science panel 

(IPBES) announce species loss seriously threatens our 

existence?’ 

The special Town meeting will discuss: 

• Should Chipping Norton declare a climate and ecological 

emergency? 

• What actions can we take locally, as ‘our part’ in UK’s 

response? 

• Should Chippy hold a citizens’ assembly, to devise 

measures that work for all? 

• Can we come together on a timely local strategy for this? 

There’ll be a short address from an expert speaker, a platform 

for some local youngsters to express concerns and wishes for 

their future, a Q&A and brief group discussions to review 

everyone’s thoughts and feelings. For any queries, email 

TransitionChippingNorton@gmail.com. 

Annual Town Meeting update 
Chipping Norton’s Annual Town Meeting, held on 25 April and 

attended by about 30 local people, is where we can hold the 

Town Council to account – in this case a week before all 16 

council seats were for up for election. Given the range of 

issues facing the Town, this was a well-mannered affair, 

compared with some previous meetings. In a brief report, 

Mayor Don Davidson’s overall tone was ‘we are where we are 

and it’s not for want of the Town Council trying to influence 

the powers that be’. The frustration of the Council, wanting to 

do its best for the Town, but hampered by the limited powers 

of a third-tier authority, was clear. Whether it was the scale of 

new development (now reluctantly accepted as inevitable by 

councillors), the principle of the Link Road and its route (the 

final decision to be taken by Oxfordshire County Council, we 

were told), the details of the proposed development 

(developers’ names were not yet known and no further plans 

had been seen), the traffic surveys being undertaken (no-one 

consulted us, the Mayor said), the progress of the 20mph zone 

(in the hands of OCC despite the Town Council partly funding 

the project) or how extra medical facilities are to be provided 

(lack of joined up thinking by other agencies too numerous to 

mention), it seemed that the big decisions were made by 

Chippy’s own younger generation has started. Our primary 

schools have joined the ‘plastic is not fantastic’ campaigns, 

and Enstone Primary’s ‘Ecowarriors’ are 

switching off wasteful lights and reducing 

food waste. Students at Chipping Norton 

School joined the climate change protest 

strikes and went to London, Oxford and 

Banbury (by train and bus!) to raise 

awareness. Local teenager Naomi Coleman 

(pictured right) said ‘my friends and I are 

taking action because if we don't start helping 

the earth we won’t have one for much longer, 

not a nice one at least. Scientists say we only 

have 12 years till it is irreversible, so we all 

need to get a scoot on…or there will be no 

more earth to enjoy’. Naomi wants everyone 

to carry a bag, and when you see plastic and 

litter – pick it up. She says ‘walk if you are 

going less than 2 miles and – rethink, reuse, recycle….and 

buy less’. You can also join Midcounties Co-op 1 Change 

campaign on 5 June to pick up litter. 

Chair of Transition Chipping Norton, Marcus Simmons, 

highlights other things we can build on: 

• Our buildings – Probably 50% of our older buildings 

could have money-saving insulation; and why not all 

those 1200 new homes with renewable energy – heat 

pumps, biomass and no gas boilers at all! And get those 

LED light bulbs! 

• Our energy supply – Switch to 100% renewable now 

    (see www.bigcleanswitch.org) and solar/PV is now worth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change crisis – Chippy into action
Parliament’s ‘emergency climate change declaration’, the UN, expert scientists, Blue Planet, a 16 year old Swedish schoolgirl….and it 

now seems Chipping Norton is joining a worldwide movement. But can we do more and go faster?

 the money – start a Chippy community 

enterprise like Hook Norton Low 

Carbon to help. 

• Transport – Some towns aim for zero 

emissions in the centre. HGVs have to 

go, bring in electric buses (Oxford will 

do it), use e-bikes and shared cars 

(available in Chippy now!) but why not 

switch yourself now to electric cars and 

push for many many more charging 

points fast, including on those 1200 new 

homes! 

• Biodiversity and ecosystems – Places 

like Over Norton and Glyme Farms are 

doing some great things – try foraging, 

join a nature group or Green Gym, and why can’t Chippy 

plant 10000 trees each year on local land? 

• Food footprint – Our best local farms work sustainably 

– we can do more without feedstocks and fertiliser with 

massive footprints ... and we can avoid factory-farmed 

meat and dairy. 

These and many other changes are all about simple changes 

in lifestyle, undoing old habits. So can a local community not 

just do some collective actions, but also inspire each other. 

Your children and grandchildren will thank you! 
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other authorities. 

Members of the public were, however, keen for the Town 

Council to continue to be proactive – and offered interesting 

practical ideas and food for thought: 

- Why wasn’t it possible for the Link Road to go beyond the 

William Fowler Allotments and the Memorial Wood, so 

avoiding harm to both?  

- Can’t we get the NHS (OCCG), District and County to 

have an urgent constructive dialogue about land swaps and 

use of developers’ funding contributions (Section 106 and 

Community Infrastructure Levy) to support expansion of 

the GP surgery? 

- Can we please be more ‘bloody minded’ at pushing for 

decent footpaths from all the new developments into 

town and to the Health Centre, and for public transport 

to avoid more cars and traffic? 

- Why not use a necessary new access from the new Link 

Road to the Cricket Club – and in doing so, give access to 

the Field Reeves’ land for a new football pitch and even  

possibly a joint clubhouse, again potentially assisted by 

S106 / CIL money? 

District and County Councillors at the meeting agreed to 

look into these suggestions. But, even though bigger 

authorities hold the power, the Town Council can, as Mayor 

Don Davidson often says, help ‘bang their heads together’. 

Link Road & Memorial Wood 
Objections, including at the Annual 

Town Meeting, continue to be raised 

about the proposed route of a 

new Link Road through the big 

Tank Farm housing expansion to 

the Burford Road, both about its 

route and its justification. Hints 

that the Town Council had 

preferred a route destroying part of 

the Memorial Wood provoked letters 

of protest. An alternative, through part of the allotments, 

would upset some allotment holders, but WODC had 

promised any allotment land lost would be replaced. This 

option could potentially prove more expensive to 

landowners, including Oxfordshire County Council. There are 

some fears that using part of the Wood might be a way of 

letting OCC off the hook somewhat. OCC and developers, in 

fact, not our Town Council, make the final route decision but 

they clearly have multiple interests. Similarly, our Town 

Council is somewhat conflicted as they, as individual 

councillors, are also trustees of the charity that owns and 

runs the allotments, and indeed, the Wood. Mayor Don 

Davidson says ‘it will be up to OCC’. Our newly elected Town 

Council will no doubt be expressing their view, and the public 

can, of course, ask for a slot to speak at any Town Council 

monthly meetings. The next is Monday 17 June. 

New action on HGVs? 
Increasing questions are being raised about the reasons for 

any new ‘Link Road’ as part of Chippy’s Tank Farm expansion. 

The original idea – from County and District Councils, was 

that spending money on a proper main ‘Relief Road’, to allow 

HGVs on the A361 (Banbury to Burford route), would reduce 

some of the heavy HGV traffic through town. But Town 

Councillors – and local campaigners – have always said this 

will not solve the main HGV problem, which arise on the A44 

(Oxford to Evesham) north-south right through the Town 

centre. In spite of many reviews over 20 years – and officially 

illegal air pollution in Chippy town centre – Oxfordshire 

County Council has failed to implement any solution. Back 10 

years ago they were committed to an HGV weight limit and 

alternative lorry route, but it hasn’t happened.  

Frustrated 

with the lack of 

action, two 

Chippy District 

C o u n c i l l o r s  

(Laetisia Carter, 

now also a Town 

Councillor, and 

newly elected 

Mike Cahill) 

have now joined new Town Councillor Gordon Brown to 

form a Chipping Norton Bypass Action Group. They have 

started a ’38 Degrees’ online petition to OCC Highways 

Department, about the Link Road, demanding that any 

investment in any form of HGV bypass or relief route is 

changed to deal with traffic that heads north on the A44. The 

petition points out, yet again, that air pollution in the narrow 

High St and Horsefair is officially illegally above EU and UK 

limits and causing health damage. West Oxfordshire District 

Council continue to monitor this but, meanwhile, WODC has 

also chosen recently to house homeless people, including 

young children, in its property in Horsefair, right at the peak 

point of air pollution and where HGVs drive dangerously 

close by in the narrow road. Cllr Laetisia Carter told the 

News, ‘We have recently formed a working group. At this 

important time we want to work with anyone that has prior 

knowledge and experience of this longstanding blight on 

Chipping Norton. Our main aim is to get some progress on 

this as a priority.’ They want people to support the campaign, 

sign the petition, and initially help do a proper traffic survey 

to challenge data produced by County and District which 

they say is not accurate – see letter on page 34 from Gordon 

Brown for petition and contact details.  

Rosie B leaving Chippy 
Unfortunately, Rosie B’s shop in New 

Street is closing down later this 

month, leaving another empty shop in 

Chippy. The lease has expired and the 

News understands that Chipping 

Norton has not provided the 

customer base the owner had hoped 

for. Their shop in Stow-on-the-Wold is 

flourishing and will continue to 

provide the varied and attractive 

shopping experience many have appreciated over the past 

three years. Rosie feels that Chipping Norton, with its many 

empty outlets, is not as appealing to retailers as it could be. 

High business rates and rents discourage independent 

businesses and a more flexible approach from landlords and 

District Council could make a difference to developing 

attractive and profitable outlets in the Town. 

Delicacy Deli and Café on Middle Row also shut earlier 

this year – and manager Liz Hogarty has also blamed a drop 

in trade on high town centre rents and increased insurance. 
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She told the Witney Gazette that landlords in the Town needed 

to ‘take more responsibility’ for helping small businesses 

survive. The Deli, she said, had also been hit by the arrival of 

places such as M&S foodstore and Costa Coffee with their 

convenient parking. The same press article, however, quoted 

Nash’s Bakery as saying trade ‘hadn’t gone down at all’.  

Methodists’ Open Week  
‘Love God and love our neighbours’ – the aim of the Open 

Week at Chipping Norton Methodist Church was to show 

the local community how this happens in practice. Most 

people will know about Sunday Morning Service of Worship 

and Teaching about God. Few are aware of the multitude of 

activities which 

d e m o n s t r a t e  

the Church’s 

practical res-

ponse to the 

instruction from 

Jesus to love 

their neigh-

bours. 

Open Week gave 

the chance for 

anyone to just 

wander in off the 

street and see the 

building and what 

is on offer. Being 

in the centre of 

town, the two 

large rooms, upstairs and downstairs, are hired by Community 

groups for meetings, from the Horticultural, Local History 

and Astronomy Groups to U3A and Weightwatchers. Each 

had a display in the Church all week. West Oxfordshire WI 

also displayed their joint venture with the Methodist Church, 

‘Cuppa, Cake and Chat’, which is open on the first Sunday 

afternoon of each month, offering company and refreshments 

to anyone at a loose end or on their own. 

The Church has many other activities aimed at serving 

their neighbours. The Wednesday coffee morning held 

downstairs provides company and coffee every week. The 

Knit and Natter group meets at the same time, often making 

items for charities. Once a month, the coffee morning hosts a 

fundraising session for a charity chosen by the helpers. A box 

at the church entrance during Open Week was full of a variety 

of goods destined for the local Food Bank. Each Christmas, 

the church fills about 80 shoeboxes for children overseas, as 

well as supporting a range of charities such as the Leprosy 

Mission, Raleigh International and the Little Princess Trust, 

which provides wigs to children, often during cancer 

treatment. All offered to the community, with love. 

Buy books – help cats! 
Sunshine Cat Rescue charity is 

holding a Book Sale on Saturday   

1 June in Chipping Norton Town Hall 

from 11am-2pm, including new 

children's books, vinyl, CDs, DVDs 

and VHS. Refreshments are available. 

No entrance fee, but donations for 

cat food welcome. See 

www.sunshinecatrescue.org.uk. 

Chadlington – the parish speaks 
Citizens in Chadlington, just as in Chippy, went to their Parish 

Council Annual Meeting in May and heard about both some 

successes and some concerns. Councillors were pleased to 

report the increasing use of the Village Hall, the full take-up of 

the allotments and the continuation of Cafe de la Post with 

new business owners. The Chairman presented the Council's 

new Parish Plan and planning policy. The Parish Plan has been 

delivered to every household in the village and residents have 

been invited to comment, either via the website 

www.chadlington.com or to Councillors themselves. 

Members of the public aired a number of local concerns 

during the meeting. 'Aggressive driving' was one of these and 

there was some discussion about the need to revive the 

Village's speedwatch project, if sufficient volunteers can be 

found. Another issue raised was the silting up of the Brook 

which can lead to flooding. The District Councillor present, 

Neil Owen, said he would arrange a meeting between a local 

farmer and West Oxfordshire District Council officers to 

address this. Concerns about the style of house building and 

renovations in the Village, which do not always seem to sit 

well within the Village's Cotswold landscape, were also 

discussed. Finally, the Council welcomed Hilary Moore, of Mill 

End, as their new Councillor. 

Katharine House update 
There’s still time to join the Flower 

Power Midnight Walk on 22 June and 

help make a difference for your local 

hospice this summer. Embrace your 

inner free spirit, grab your flares, wear 

flowers in your hair. Starting at Banbury 

Rugby Club, registration from 7.30pm, 

walk starts 9pm. Choose 10 or 6 mile 

circular route. Families welcome. Entertainment and post-

walk Rugby Club bar open. Sign up at 

khh.org.uk/Event/midnight. Festival of Open Gardens started 

in May and runs through to September with more than 30 

gardens open locally with many serving teas and cakes. See 

khh.org.uk/Event/gardens. Early warning to sign up for a 

Skydive at Hinton Airfield on 28 September – an amazing 

personal challenge and a fantastic way to raise money to 

support Katharine House. Briefing on the day for tandem 

jumps. See khh.org.uk/Event/skydive-day-2019 or phone 

01295 816484. 

Top: Steward Chris Sharp 
welcoming two visitors from 

Bromsgrove;                                     
right: Flower arranger                               

Val Jeacock;                                              
below: Free coffee and cake                       

being enjoyed
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Rousing launch for Scout Hut 
The new Scout Hut 

at Greystones was 

packed on 27 April 

with guests 

alongside past and 

present members 

of the Scouting and 

Guiding move-

ments. This was the 

official opening of a 

large and very 

impressive building 

– a different world to the old rickety wooden one with its 

vermin, malfunctioning loos and no proper heating. That 6th 

Chipping Norton Scouts lasted as long as they did there is a 

testament to their resilience and the sheer popularity of 

Scouting today. County Commissioner Phil Earl reflected this 

saying, ‘Scouting is good’ and ‘the new hut gives 6th Chipping 

Norton a far better future’. He urged for ‘new leaders to 

come forward’ as they now have a secure platform to grow 

Scouting in Chippy and potentially open new sections. Phil 

also thanked Cathy Elliott, who is retiring shortly, for her 

incredible service to scouting in Chippy over the past 25 

years, most recently as an Explorer leader. Well done Cathy! 

Chipping Norton Mayor Don Davidson thanked 

predecessor Mike Tysoe for helping secure a lot of the funding 

including Section 106 money from the Bellway homes 

development, and also for his early negotiations with the 

builders. He thanked the Co-op for their substantial 

contribution to fundraising through activities such as bag 

packing and other sponsorship. Cubs’ leader Nic Webb 

thanked everyone who had helped, over 8 years, raise over 

£50,000 towards the new building and encouraged everyone 

to continue raising money towards loan repayments. Pat Lake 

who used to be a Scout County Commissioner in London is 

pictured above leading the ribbon-cutting. He quipping that 

one Beaver asked if he knew founder of the Scouts Lord 

Baden Powell. ‘I’m not that old’ he said but he did know Lady 

Baden Powell, founder of Girl Guiding, who was a lot younger 

and apparently lived in Little Compton later in her life. 

Great Rollright great market! 
The next markets are 1 June and 6 July (monthly 1st Saturdays) 

– 9.30–12.30 in Rollright Village Hall. A great selection of 

vibrant stalls with new additions this month. Local farm meats, 

full dairy selection, local oils, honey, eggs and seasonal organic 

vegetables locally farm grown as well as our very own Great 

Rollright pure pressed apple juice. New for this month are 

proper home-made ready meals for one or two persons. 

Home-grown plants will be ready to replenish and brighten 

up your garden, planters or window boxes. Creative jewellery 

and a selection of well-made crafts and cards. If the sun is out, 

the welcoming cafe will extend to the terrace, so come and 

enjoy! For more information please visit 

greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or alternatively  see  

facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket. 

Try the Town History Trail 
Have you tried 

Chipping Norton’s 

new Town History 

Trail? If you fancy 

an enjoyable and 

informative walk 

around our 

historic market 

town, finding out 

about its many 

buildings and sites, 

the new trail has 

25 plaques in place. 

A useful Trail paper 

leaflet, with map 

and details of all 25 

plaque locations, gives more information about other 

historical parts of the Town. The Trail has come alive after 15 

months of hard work by Mayoress Peta Simmons, a small 

committee and contributors. The Town Council supported 

the whole project. Peta, who also helps organise the Saturday 

Mayoress Peta Simmons with the  new 
Town Trail leaflet at the Almshouses  – 

Plaque number 13
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morning visitor information desk at the Town Hall, thanks 

everyone involved and told the News that leaflets are 

available, for a 50p donation to cover printing costs, from the 

Town Council Office in the Guildhall, main entrance to the 

Town Hall, Library, Jaffé & Neale, Museum and Costa Coffee. 

They are in special display units with a cash box. If any other 

businesses in the Town would like a display rack, please let the 

Town Clerk in the Guildhall know. 

Time to visit Chippy Museum 
Do you know where to find out information about local and 

family history in the area? Why not visit Chipping Norton 

Museum of Local 

History – now open 

Monday to Saturday 2-

4pm until the end of 

October. The Museum 

is in the original 

assembly room of the 

Chipping Norton Co-

operative Society, built in 

1890, a historical venue in 

its own right. It opened 

originally in the Baptist 

Church schoolroom in 

1986, with a collection of 

agricultural tools received 

from a local farmer. An 

enormous collection of 

artefacts has since been 

amassed, all relating to 

Chipping Norton and area. During the recent winter closure 

we decided not to renew the lease on our storage barn: this 

necessitated finding homes for some larger artefacts that 

could not be accommodated in our museum. We were 

extremely lucky to find that Cogges Manor Farm Museum 

was looking for items to replenish its displays. The team came 

to Chippy and were delighted to accept what we had on offer. 

We are so pleased to have found a good home where the 

items will be on view to the public – see their website 

cogges.org.uk. 

In Chippy Museum you will find interesting exhibits and 

information about the Town from Norman conquest to 

present day. Back on display are the original prisoner’s dock 

from the Magistrate’s Court held in the Town Hall, and a 

delivery bicycle used by Hitchman’s Brewery. We have a vast 

archive about the history of the Town and its buildings, local 

families, industries, etc. This collection is becoming very 

important as a valuable source for research. The archives are 

accessible to the public when theMuseum is open but we are 

happy to arrange appointments at other times. The Picture 

Collection, mainly by the local photographers Packer and 

Simms, illustrates the Town’s social history from the 1880s to 

1970s. These are available to view in albums; copies can be 

ordered – prices on request. Do come and see what we have 

to offer, you will be surprised and delighted at the amount of 

material available. We have dedicated and knowledgeable staff 

who are always willing to answer queries on all aspects of our 

collections, archives, family and local history etc. See 

chippingnortonmuseum.co.uk for contact details. Admission 

£1.50 for adults, accompanied children under 16, free. 

Jan Cliffe 

Fresh farm milk on tap! 
Would you like to collect your own milk direct from a local 

farm? For three generations 

Holstein Friesian cattle have 

been farmed by the Ledbury 

family at Long Compton. Over 

that period the price of milk has 

been kept low by the demands 

of the supermarkets and 

national dairies. Any imaginative 

schemes to improve profitability 

will of course benefit the farmer 

and at Butler Road Farm a new 

and exciting development is 

providing the public with a self-

service supply of pasteurised milk directly from the farm. A 

dispensing machine, imported from Italy, stores the very 

recently obtained milk in a sterile, cooled tank. A glass bottle 

is placed inside the machine and within seconds a stream of 

milk fills either a one or two litre bottle. Payment can be 

made in cash or with a card. The bottles can be recycled. 

Plastic ones may be available in the future. The price compares 

very favourably with doorstep deliveries. Plans are in hand to 

supply other dairy products. Wyatt’s Farm Shop use this local 

supply to make their ice cream. The Farm is a little off the 

Top: Hitchmans delivery 
bicycle;                                        

Right: Scouting display
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beaten track, you will find it along the turn-off before Wyatt’s 

Farm Shop – full address is North Cotswolds Dairy Co, 

Butlers Road Farm, Butlers Road, Long Compton, Shipston-

on-Stour, CV36 5LQ, Tel 07812 650968. 

sMASHing Pantry! 
‘Business is full-on’ says Justin, owner of the new Mash Home 

and Pantry at 1 Market Place in Chipping Norton (next to The 

Fox). The business, with nine staff, began trading on Good 

Friday and their celebratory Grand Opening attracted a full 

house of friends and customers enjoying prosecco and 

canapés. The interior, as you would expect from Justin and 

Bobs, is beautifully crafted with lots of wood, comfortable 

armchairs, an attractive counter and table seating. There are 

also items from their MASH shop for sale in the Home 

section, although in time this might be minimised to 

accommodate more tables. As yet there is no set menu, but 

everything is home-made; there is a deli-board, quiches, 

sourdough sandwiches, poached eggs and avocado to name 

but a few. And, of course, coffee, cake and scones! Although 

the Pantry is currently open from 9-5, a special evening is 

planned once a month for, say, cocktails or curry, perhaps 

Italian or a tapas night.  Friday 31 May sees the first ‘pop up at 

the Pantry’ – Bobs is making his traditional Kashmiri dishes 

for one night only – three courses with bubbles on arrival. 

Call 644813 to book and pay for one of the 40 places at £40 

per head. Visit Facebook at Mash Lifestyle for more info about 

what’s on plus photos of the delicious food they serve. 

Churchill movie – The Wife 
The next Screen by the Green movie at Churchill and Sarsden 

Village Hall is on Saturday 8 June. The Wife, starring Glenn 

Close, is a fascinating story with a simple core plot: a long-

term marriage full of simmering tensions is brought to the 

boil when husband, Joe (Jonathan Pryce), wins the Nobel Prize 

for literature. Based on the novel by Meg Wolitzer, the story 

is told from the vantage point of Joan, his faithful devoted wife 

(Glenn Close), originally one of his students – who sacrificed 

her own talent, dreams and ambitions to support his literary 

career. In Stockholm for the Prize ceremony, marital tensions 

escalate and their secret is dangerously close to becoming 

public. Close is sensational in an Oscar-nominated heart-

breaking portrayal of simmering repression – a film that will 

stay with you long afterwards. All films start at 7.30; tickets £5 

on the door. For information and to book, ring Jackie on 

659903 or email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Penhurst memories  
Action for Children, later known as the National Children’s 

Homes. is this year celebrating its 150th anniversary. Here in 

Chipping Norton, Penhurst was home to orphaned and 

disabled children for over 100 years. Opened in 1903 at the 

two houses William Bliss originally built for his sons on New 

Street, further property was acquired and by 1912 the home 

could accommodate over 100 children. The first residents 

suffered from a variety of disabilities, but the aim was to help 

such children become mobile and capable of future 

independent living. As well as education, the children learnt 

music, spent time outdoors and were trained for future 

employment. By 2013 the number of residents was reduced 

to a handful and some of the buildings were in need of repair. 

The site was sold and redeveloped to what we see today, a 

care home and residential homes. As part of its anniversary 

activities Action for Children is trying to trace relatives of 

anyone who lived or spent time at Penhurst over this early 

period. Children came here from a wide area but it is thought 

that those who spent their formative years here might have 

stayed in the Town and have family still living here. If you can 

help or have any memories to share please contact 

150@actionforchildren.org.uk. For more photos of early days 

at Penhurst see www.childrenshomes.org.uk. 

Cotswold Gate playground 
Plans have now been 

finalised for the new play 

area at Cotswold Gate 

housing development. It 

should all be in place in 

June. The project is being 

funded (around 

£120,000) by the Section 

106 contribution from 

the housing developer. 

Chipping Norton Town 

Council has been 

responsible for choosing 

and organising the equipment – and will take over running and 

maintenance as they do for our other recreation grounds. 

New social housing opens 
A major milestone was marked on 23 May with the official 

opening of 91 new affordable homes at Chipping Norton’s 

Cotswold Gate housing development – taken over by 

Bobs, Danny, James and Justin outside the new Pantry  
Picture by Gail Seward, Four Shires Magazine

Town Clerk Vanessa Oliveri with   
the new play area plans
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Stonewater, a specialist national social housing provider. The 

opening event saw District councillors and the Mayor join 

Stonewater and Bellway representatives. All the new homes 

have been allocated to residents through  WODC’s Choice 

Based Lettings system.  

Jodie’s back in the West End 
After 12 months of soul searching, 

Chipping Norton’s Jodie Nolan, who 

many might know from when she 

worked at the ACE Centre, recently decided the time was 

right to return to the West End! Having been in the cast of 

Mamma Mia at the Novello Theatre from 2008–10 (and 

previously in the touring company for four years) Jodie has 

since married and had two daughters. In 2011 she reinvented 

herself and adapted to family life in Chippy whilst teaching and 

organising shows in the Town. ‘I have made some fantastic 

friends as a result of my classes and I will really miss my 

teaching schedule. Fortunately, the people who are taking 

over from me at the ACE Centre and Over Norton Village 

Hall are brilliant and the pupils will be in excellent hands’ 

Jodie said. Worrying that the prospect of a 12-month contract, 

eight shows a week might make her offspring feel neglected, 

Jodie was overwhelmed when seven-year-old Honour told 

her mum, ‘It’s your dream. I am so proud of you’. As 

understudy to three main principals, learning three separate 

parts has been a challenge. Running four times a week to 

increase cardiovascular fitness, Jodie started rehearsals in 

early May. Mamma Mia, here she goes again…! 

Join in at the Library 
Join us in the Library on Monday 3 June as we’re teaming up 

with the BookTrust for a special Rhyme Time – ‘Pyjamarama’. 

Get your free copy of Car, Car, Truck, Jeep by Katrina Charman 

and Nick Sharratt! There will also be fun craft activity and 

rhyme sheets to take home to celebrate reading bedtime 

stories with children. This might be a great opportunity for 

your child to join the Library. There are no overdue fines for 

under-fives. Playgroups can get a Playgroup Card, enabling you 

to borrow up to 20 children’s books at one time for a 14-

week loan period. If books become overdue, don’t worry, 

there are no fines. You can manage your borrower loans and 

renewals online through our handy library app; a couple of 

touches and you’ve renewed your books.  

Children are encouraged to obtain their own individual 

library card, another wonderful opportunity to foster a love 

of reading among children and families in sessions at your 

group. Registered childminders get a special Childminder’s 

card. They can borrow up to 20 children’s books for six 

weeks. Books issued on this card are also exempt from fines 

or charges for loss or damage. Just bring your OFSTED 

registration/NCMA membership card along to the Library to 

join. For adults who crave some quiet time, set yourself up 

with a book or film for the weekend by visiting on a Friday 

evening. We’re open until 7pm on Fridays and it’s typically our 

quietest time of the week.  

Sally Moore – Chipping Norton Library Manager 

Moon landing at Stones! 
Up at our historic Rollright Stones, April and May have proved 

to be excellent months for visitor numbers. April and Easter 

in particular benefited from overlapping school holiday dates 

for Oxfordshire and Warwickshire, with good weather 

boosting numbers. Plans are now well advanced for the 

spectacular event at the Stones on Saturday 20 July to 

celebrate the first Moon landing. The Stratford Festival 

Orchestra and Choir conducted by Simon Kemp will provide 

two hours of Moon-related music and Chipping Norton 

Astronomy Group will be on site all night for everyone to 

take a look at Jupiter, Saturn and the Moon when it rises – 

weather permitting. Contact the The Theatre box office for 

tickets or book via their website. Tickets are limited and 

already selling well. 

Later, on August 

Bank Holiday 

Monday, the Stones 

will be hosting their 

Family Fun Day. 

Meanwhile June 

should see all 

fencing renewed 

and re-paired 

around the site and 

a start to the road 

layby pathways 

being reinstated to 

their original level and smooth condition following an 

unwarranted disruption last year. There’s much groundwork 

(lots of weeding!) on as well to prepare for opening up both 

copses to wander through. The Rollright Stones team is always 

looking for volunteers to act as Wardens, on good weather 

weekends to man the stall and take entrance fees, plus sell 

books and postcards etc. Great fun – even if just for a few 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Featuring                                
Val McDermid, Mark Billingham, 

Chris Brookmyre 
Saturday July 6th                           

Chipping Norton Rugby Club 

Fun Lovin' Crime Writers!

Jodie Nolan is 
back at the 

Novello Theatre 
in London’s West 

End 

A balloon floats serenely over the 
timeless Stones
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hours or over the summer. Full training provided. Contact 

robin.smitten@gmail.com to give it a try. 

Robin Smitten – Site Warden  

Welcome to Wigwam Storage 
Brought up on the 

outskirts of Chippy, 

not far from the old 

Countrywide Stores, 

local entrepreneur 

and property 

developer, Nick 

Grant, had fond 

memories of the 

recently closed outlet 

and was sad to see its 

demise – it had been 

the Countrywide’s 

most successful UK location. However, following 

Countrywide going into administration, Nick had a vision to 

reignite the site with a self-storage facility, catering for local 

small business and anyone with short or long-term storage 

requirements. Wigwam Storage was born! With business 

partner Freddie Crichton-Stuart (pictured on the right with 

Nick) he acquired the site, starting work in May to convert it 

into the storage facility, with a 1 July opening planned. In 

addition to storage, he plans a clothes bank there and to 

expand to offer virtual office services along with workshops 

for anyone needing space and easy parking out of town. 

Storage access will be 24 hours with state-of-the-art secure 

entry and CCTV. Reception will be manned weekdays 8–6 and 

weekends 10–1, with free coffee and tea on tap to keep 

everyone refreshed. Nick said, ‘There’s a very entrepreneurial 

community in Chippy with lots of self-employed folk, so I can 

see there being strong demand for both storage and 

workshops’, and as we spoke there were already more ideas 

coming to him to help serve the community on this very large 

and flexible site. It’s good to see the site being used again – 

for any initial queries contact hello@wigwamstorage.co.uk. 

Open Day at our care homes 
Would you like to 

visit Chipping 

Norton’s care homes? 

Friday 28 June is 

national Care Home 

Open Day – now in 

its seventh year – a 

great chance to call in 

and see the excellent 

facilities and care 

available to us – and 

of course meet many 

residents and local staff. 

This year’s theme is 

celebrating the role of 

Arts in Care, and Emma 

Polin from Creative 

Mojo – whom the News 
featured last month – 

will be working on an 

‘art in care homes’ 

project linked to the 

open day. Emma runs 

sessions for residents in 

our local care homes and is based up at Henry Cornish Care 

Centre. Penhurst, Southerndown, and the Old Prebendal 

House in Shipton-under-Wychwood are also taking part in 

Emma’s project. Around the country, Creative Mojo will be 

working with care homes to craft thousands of butterflies to 

exhibit on a tree at the National Trust property, Knightshayes, 

in Devon. 

On the open day itself (28 June) Henry Cornish residents 

will be having tea and cakes in the garden. They are having an 

armed forces day, hopefully with a visit from Brize Norton 

RAF. There will be war music themes and art pieces to see 

from the project with Emma – from 1pm to around 4pm. 

Beech Haven is holding an afternoon cream tea with 

entertainment (the latter 3–4pm). Southerndown will have 

their artwork on display and, by popular demand, they will 

welcome again Farm2ewe, where sheep, goats, rabbits and 

chickens take over the courtyard. You might even find a 

Shetland pony wandering along the corridors! If that wasn’t 

enough, in the afternoon the popular troubadour, Tristan, and 

singers, Debbie and Sam, will entertain the residents. The 

open day encourages homes to celebrate a different theme 

each year, with a few key values at its heart: friendship, making 

connections, and celebrating older and vulnerable people. 

You’ll be guaranteed a warm welcome and a jolly time; there’ll 

probably even be some cake. 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861
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Midsummer at The Lido 
The Lido is well into the season now, so hopefully many 

readers have already made the most of this wonderful facility 

on your doorstep. As is now traditional, the Lido celebrates 

the summer solstice on Friday 21 June, 7.30–11pm. We’ve 

been lucky in recent years, with fabulous sunsets providing 

the perfect backdrop to a late evening swim, so fingers are 

crossed for this year. As well as the delights of a swim (or 

wallow!), whatever the weather, here’s a quick reminder of 

the regular additional activities: For those aged 16+: Sundays, 

11am-noon, Yoga on the lawn; Mondays, 7.30-8.30pm, Synchro; 

and Tuesdays, 10-10.45am, Aquafit. Then on Thursdays (until 18 

July), noon-2pm is Paddle & Play, a new session for pre-school 

children and their carers with free admission for under 5s. 

Run in conjunction with the ACE Centre, there will be toys, 

floats and games, and a special café menu. Don’t forget, the 

café serves hot and cold food and drinks during public 

sessions, while on Saturday afternoons you can get fresh pizza 

from Velo Pizzeria. Well, swimming always makes you hungry, 

doesn’t it? More detail on the website, facebook/ChippyLido, 

Twitter and Instagram @ChippyLido. 

Claire Williamson 

Theatre’s fundraising efforts 
Chipping Norton Theatre is one of the most popular and busy 

regional performing arts 

centres and, as a charity, 

manages to cover around 

75% of its annual costs 

from its own trading (ie 

ticket, bar, merchandise and 

rental income). This is much 

better than most more 

subsidised local theatres 

but, as their head of 

fundraising Helen Datson 

told the News, 
there are limits 

to how much 

income can be 

made, even 

when perform-

ances are sold-

out. Visiting 

artists and 

companies can 

claim as much 

as 80% of ticket sales; some have set fees regardless of 

audience size, and films have licence fees based on ticket sales. 

Chippy’s ‘Homegrown’ in-house productions, including our 

famous panto, have significant costs including salaries for 

actors and musicians and writers’ fees. The income gap for 

‘core funding’ to support the programme and ‘keep the lights 

turned on’ is made up with some help from West Oxfordshire 

District and Town Councils, and much needed support from 

Friends, Patrons, Sponsors and other donors and, as Helen 

says, ‘thank goodness for our volunteer ushers!’. If you aren’t 

already a Friend or Patron, please sign up! 

The other big constant financial worry is the cost of 

keeping the Theatre’s iconic Victorian Salvation Army Citadel 

building in good repair and with first class facilities. Helen 

reports tremendous recent campaign success to fund new 

seating. But now an effort is needed for urgent roof repairs – 

a patching approach has been undertaken over the years as 

part of general maintenance but significant replacement is 

now required including new felt, repointing and remedial 

works. The Theatre was delighted to receive a £5,000 grant 

from the Theatres Trust to ‘kick start’ a fund to raise £49,000 

to complete work. More money is also needed for new air 

conditioning (£35,000), energy efficient replacement boilers 

(£8,500), improvements to auditorium lighting (£500), the 

foyer (tbc), making performances accessible to D/deaf and 

visually impaired patrons (£15,000) and painting the building 

fascia (£7,500). Hence a big plea for help!! Support has to 

come from local and national trusts – and of course 

individuals who want to see our Theatre survive and thrive. 

For more information on how you can help, or to donate visit 

the ‘support us’ section of the Theatre’s new website 

www.chippingnortontheatre.com or contact the fundraising 

team on 649104 / fundraising@chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Arthur Wyeth 1927–2019 
Arthur Herbert Wyeth, who 

died on 13 April, was born 

on 7 January 1927 in 

Portsmouth. He joined the 

Navy in 1944 at the age of 

16 and in November that 

year joined HMS Magpie 

where he served as a stoker 

until June 1945. This 

particular ship had great 

links with Chipping Norton 

as the Town Council, 

Borough Council and Rural 

District Council had raised 

money to help build it. 

Arthur was very proud of 

his Royal Navy service 

during WW2 especially 

aboard HMS Magpie, which later became the only ship to be 

commanded by Prince Philip. In the 1980s he moved to 

Chipping Norton, because of the links with the Magpie, and 

lived with Pat Rendell in Webb Crescent whom he knew from 

visiting Chipping Norton in the 1940s. Arthur was caretaker 

at Chipping Norton Town Hall from 1989 until 1992 and 

Sergeant at Arms for the Mayor. After he retired, Arthur 

continued to act as a reserve for the Town Hall keeper. He 

also took regular inspections of the various playgrounds that 

were the responsibility of the Town Council. Arthur was a 

familiar figure around town and loved to talk to people when 

out and about, especially about his navy service. In 2015 he 

moved to Middletown Grange nursing home in Hailey where 

he resided for the last years of his life, although occasionally 

coming back to Chipping Norton to have a haircut and enjoy 

some cake and a cup of tea in a town centre café. He leaves a 

son, Andrew, who lives in Florida.  

With thanks to Geoff Saul – Arthur’s own model of HMS Magpie 
is in the Museum, and there’s a plaque with the ship’s emblem in 
the Town Hall (see picture). Arthur would be pleased to know that 
a new HMS Magpie, a survey ship commissioned in June 2018, is 
now continuing in the service of her Majesty – Ed 

Police & Community Safety  
News this month from the Fire Station and local police 
Chipping Norton Fire Station – Station 

Commander Simon Sumners reports that 

May has seen 12 callouts in Chipping 

Norton, one of these being a car on fire at 

Aldi car park; thankfully no-one was 

injured. Crews were also happy to assist 

with erecting and removal of the flags and 

bunting in the Town for ChipLitFest. May also saw continued 

building works (needed to facilitate Thames Valley Police being 

housed at the Fire Station) progressing apace. Completion is 

expected by mid-June. Please visit the 365alive website for 

plenty of free advice on how to stay safe in your home, from 

choosing the right smoke alarms to planning your escape, if 

needed. Please remember to keep safe and test your smoke 

alarms regularly. 

Boxing lost and found – Has anyone lost some 

boxing equipment? – found by a diligent Chippy 

resident at the bottom of New St in a bag: one 

pair of boxing gloves, head protector and 

punching pad. Passed to a couple of passing police 

officers. Contact 101 and ask for lost property. 

Police crime figures – the latest statistics saw the following 

crimes reported for the Chipping Norton area for March. 

Total crimes: 72, consisting of: criminal damage and arson 13, 

antisocial behaviour 4, bicycle theft 1, burglary 1, drugs 1, 

public order 6, shoplifting 5, other crime 4, other theft 1, 

vehicle crime 8, violence and sexual offences 28. Please visit 

www.police.uk for more information, including outcomes for 

these crimes, and contact information for your local policing 

team, or call 101 and ask for Chipping Norton police team. 

Police satisfaction survey – Have any Chipping Norton 

readers had a text from Thames Valley Police asking for your 

views on their service? Starting in May the police, with 

support from the London School of Economics, have been 

asking for feedback from people who have reported crimes 

or other incidents – they will text the mobiles that were used 

for contacting them. They also do sample telephone surveys 

through Leicestershire Police and MEL Research. Police would 

appreciate any (entirely voluntary) responses to help them 

shape their service. To ensure these are genuine texts, police 

say that the number they will send the text from will be 

07860 020479 (this may also show as +447860 020479). You 

can opt out of receiving any further such survey messages by 

emailing surveys@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk with details of 

the phone number that they contacted you on. 

Arthur pictured with the then 
Mayor Don Davidson after his 

final retirement from helping at 
the Town Hall in 2005
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Granting Dr Lawrence’s wish 
Past and present nurses, trustees, 

volunteers and supporters of the Team 

enjoyed a wonderful afternoon. It was 

fitting to be back at the Town Hall, almost 

20 years ago to the day, when the charity 

was first launched. It was set up in May 1999 

in memory of Dr Martin Lawrence, a 

Chipping Norton GP. He was diagnosed 

with a terminal illness and home nursing care enabled him to 

spend his final weeks at home with his family. It was Dr 

Lawrence's wish that anyone else who wanted to live their 

last days at home should be supported to do so. Dr 

Lawrence's dream of the Lawrence Home Nursing Team 

started with the late Jane Phillips MBE, a much loved nurse in 

Chipping Norton, who had the vision of a community-based 

end of life care service. In February 1999 Jane went to Jenny 

Nolan with a 'little job'. Together they approached others in 

the Town and a steering group was formed. Many of the 

steering group went on to be the first Trustees of the Team. 

At the launch event Jessica Brook, who had set up Campden 

Home Nursing a few years previously, was invited to speak 

and was passionate and inspirational about enabling people to 

die in their own homes.  

Heartfelt thanks for great support 
20 years later, Jenny 

Nolan is still the Team’s 

Nursing Manager, that 

‘little job’ has developed 

and, with the help and 

support of too many 

people to mention, the 

Lawrence Home Nursing 

Team has become the 

local success story it is 

today. At the tea party Jo 

Bason, whose husband Al 

died in 2015 at the age of 

44, gave a moving and powerful speech recalling the care given 

by the nursing team to her husband saying, ‘the nurses helped 

with the difficult conversations we needed to have but they 

also enabled life to continue, memories to be made and death 

to be dignified’. Jenny Nolan and head of fundraising Verity 

Fifer said they were especially thankful to Jo for her remarks. 

They also thanked Victoria and the Chipping Norton Tea Set 

for serving the delicious afternoon tea, the talented musicians 

and singers from Chipping Norton School, Louis Juckes, 

Grace Schofield, Ellie Hatherley and Holly Ibrahaim plus 

Arthur Taylor and his granddaughter for their unceasing 

support and joyous, life affirming songs, proving that everyone 

should sing! They ended with a message for everyone, ‘Thank 

you. Your support will help more people to stay close to their 

loved ones and fulfill their end of life wishes’. 

Golf day and gala dinner 
The Team’s maintains the active fundraising 

efforts which are needed to keep the 

charity successful. Annual Golf Day and 

Gala Dinner, in memory of Jane Phillips 

(pictured here), will take place at the 

Cotswolds Golf Club, Southcombe on 

Friday, 14 June. Thanks to the sponsor, Wise 

Funds. To book your individual place (£40 

per player) or team place (£160 for a team 

of 4) at the Golf Day and/or to book your individual ticket or 

table of 8 at the Dinner, please contact Verity Fifer on 684475. 

Individual tickets priced at £35 include welcome drink, two-

course dinner including tea and coffee and entertainment. 

Proms, Picnic & Fireworks  
After last year’s spectacular success this event will again take 

place at Kingham Primary School on Saturday, 29 June. Songs 

from Broadway and Last Night of the Proms Finale will be 

performed by Salomon Brass and their guest soprano. Tickets 

are £25 for adults and £5 for children available from 

www.lawrencehomenursing.org. To complete the experience 

there’s a gin bar, a Pimms tent and local cheese, charcuterie, 

olives and artisan bread to buy from local curer, Saltpig, or 

bring your own picnic and pop the fizz! Thanks to the 

sponsors, Kingham Hill School and Woodstock Roof. The 

Lawrence Team are also grateful to the Horse & Groom, 

Milcombe who are supporting the restaurant scheme in June. 

Many congratulations and thanks to the Lawrence Team from the 
Chipping Norton News. For more, including how you can help the 
Team, see www.lawrencehomenursing.org 

20 Years of Lawrence Team 
In May Chipping Norton’s charity the Lawrence Home Nursing Team marked 

20 years of caring in our community. The News Team joined the celebrations at a                  
Town Hall tea party on 4 May 

Early days – the Team in 2001

The current Team pictured recently

The Mayor and guests enjoy the 
anniversary tea party
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OUT & ABOUT IN JUNE

Local fetes and festivals 
Why not join in all the local fun at Chippy’s Town Festival and many 
more – there’s lots on in June – we’ve sneaked in Cornbury as well 
at the beginning of July. More July and August events next month. 

Sat 1 June – Chipping Norton Fibre Festival – 10am-

4pm in Middle Row, full of Home Farm sheep and lambs, 

textile artists, children’s activities, sit and knit, folk art 

workshop pompom-making at Ticketty Shake and much more. 

See www.thefibreworks.co.uk 

Sat 1 June – Chadlington Beer Festival – noon to 11pm 

on Village Green. 20 real ales, Pimms, BBQ, food, music, 

children’s entertainment. Gate price of £10 includes Festival 

glass and beer (or cider/Pimms/wine) tokens. Non-drinkers 

free. Children £3. Funds raised go to Chadlington School. 

Sun 2 June – Churchill Village Fete & Fun Dog Show – 

noon to 4pm on Village Green. Working dog display, pony 

rides, BBQ, bar, donkey petting, craft stalls, free pet health 

checks and more. 

Sat 8 June – 
Ramsden Village 
Fete & Dog Show 

– noon to 4pm OX7 

3AU. Food Hall, 

Pimms and Prosecco, 

gin tasting. Tea and 

cake from 2pm. Small 

fairground, water splash, bouncy castles, coconut shy, tug-of-

war and egg-throwing. Maypole dancers, Morris Men, local 

folk groups and a brass band. Stalls galore and a Dog Show. 

Sat 8 June – Broadwell & Donnington Fete – Broadwell 

Green 1-5pm. Circus skills, Morris dancing, duck races, Dog 

Show, teas, BBQ, Pimms, plants. 

Sat 8 June – Bledington Village Fete – on the Village 

Green. Lunches from noon. Barbecue, teas, beer tent, youth 

jazz band, cakes, books, plants etc, children’s maypole dancing. 

many games & sideshows. 

Fri 14 June – Enstone Summer Party – 7pm – midnight 

at Parish Hall. Pig Roast, live band, prize draw. Ticket £25 (Call 

07780 337778 or 07979 532538) includes food and free drink 

on arrival.  

Fri-Sun 21-23 June – Ramsden Tandem Festival – the 

5th instalment at Ramsden’s Lower Farm (OX7 3AZ). The UK’s 

‘leading afro-jazz collective’ Nubiyan Twist will star as 

headliners at this eco-friendly event near Charlbury. The 

London 12 piece Glastonbury performers are ‘infectious and 

unforgettable’. Art dance, workshops and food also on the 

menu, www.tandemcollective.org. 

Sat 22 June – Great Tew Village Fete – A traditional fete 

with a huge designer vintage clothes market, cream teas, 

BBQ, tug of war, tombola, bungee run, stalls and games. 

Noon till 3pm. 

Fri 28 June – Salford Inn Quiz 7pm OX7 5YW. The quiz is 

to raise funds for the Fete and Dog Show later in the summer 

(14 September) and for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. 

Fri 28 June – Chipping Norton St Mary’s School 
Summer Festival – 6.30-9.30pm The Green OX7 5DH. Live 

music, BBQ & bar, gin & Prosecco too, face painting and much 

more! Please come along and support this event to raise 

money to fund activities and help enhance the life of the 

School. Entry £3 adults, £2 children. Under 3s free. 

Sat 29 June – Charlbury Beer Festival – noon to 10pm 

at Cricket Club OX7 3QG. Food, live music, kids’ 

entertainment, Aunt Sally www.charlburybeerfestival.org 

Sat 29 June – Great Rollright School Summer Fete –
2-5pm. Run by the 

Friends of the primary 

school in the Village Hall 

and adjacent field. Ever 

popular dog show, pony 

rides. BBQ, bar and café, 

raffles, plants, bouncy castle, inflatable obstacle course and 

much more. Free admission, designated parking area. 

Proceeds for school playground improvements. 

Sun 30 June – CHIPPING NORTON TOWN 
FESTIVAL – 11am-8.30pm. A great day in the Town Centre. 

Full stage line up, children’s rides, food, many local stalls. See 

facebook@chippingnortontownfestival & advert on back 

page. Programmes from the Co-op.. 

Fri – Sun 5-7 July – Cornbury Festival – Great Tew Park, 

Oxon. A Cotswolds jamboree for foodies and fashionistas, the 

festival dubbed Poshstock has an impressive cast of heritage 

acts for its 18th year. Friday headline set by ska legends the 

Specials. The Beach Boys bring sun-kissed Fun, Fun, Fun. Plus 

Beverley Knight and Echo & The Bunnymen. The Hairy Bikers 

host a pop-up restaurant. www.cornburyfestival.com 

Open Gardens  
June sees many local gardens at their best – many with tea & 
cake! 

National Garden 
Scheme – June datesas 

follows: 8th-9th Combe 2-

6pm; 9th Burford 1-5pm;  

16th Charlbury 2-6pm, 

Buckland 2-6pm, Fritwell 2-

6pm; 23rd Carterton 1-5pm; 

29th-30th Fringford (Flora 

Thompson village). Visit  

ngs.org for full details. 

Festival of Open Gardens – to support Katharine House 

Hospice, runs May-September. June dates: 2nd the Hospice 

Gardens 2-5pm; 9th Wardington Manor 2-5pm; 16th Steeple 

Aston 2-6pm; 23rd Sarsden Glebe 1-5pm; 30th Horley 2-6pm. 

More at www.khh.org.uk/gardens  
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THE ARTS

Music and concerts 
Churchill Organ Concert – Early 

warning for Saturday 12 October at 

7.30pm. All Saints’ Church, Churchill is 

looking forward to welcoming one of 

the country’s leading, young organists 

Nicholas Wearne, A former organ 

scholar at New College, Oxford he 

became their organist before moving to 

St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral in 

Edinburgh. More recently he was organist at St Martin-in-the-

Fields, London and is now Junior Fellow and organ tutor at 

the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire. He also freelances as a 

recitalist and has played internationally, including in USA, 

Canada and Japan. Please note the date in your diary! Tickets 

will be on sale later in the summer.  

Burford Festival Finale Concert – Sunday 16 June 

Mozart: Overture to the Marriage of Figaro, Bob Chilcott: 

Dances of Time, Shostakovich: Piano Concerto no 2, 

Alexander l’Estrange: Songs of a Rainbow Nation, Beethoven: 

Choral Fantasia Burford Singers with Maria Marchant, soloist, 

Shostakovich Piano Concerto Cotswold Chamber Orchestra 

Leader: Kate Bailey; Conductor: Brian Kay 7.30pm Church of 

St John the Baptist, Burford. Tickets reserved at £23, £19, £15, 

unreserved £10, Visit www.burfordsingers.org for further 

details. 

Adderbury Ensemble – Thursday 20 June 7.30pm, 

Chipping Norton Town Hall. Ravel String Quarter in F, 

Schubert String Quartet Death and the Maiden. Tickets £15, 

students £5, U16 free. Tickets 07711 606996 or on the door. 

See www.adderburyensemble.com. 

Wychwood Chorale Concert 
Saturday 6 July 7.30pm in St 

Kenelm's Church, Enstone OX7 

4NN, Concert title Over the 
Rainbow will include a 

kaleidoscope of colourful songs! 

Free admission & refreshments 

with a voluntary contribution to 

Oxford-based charity Yellow 

Submarine supporting people 

with learning difficulties and 

autism to live their lives to the 

full and to provide respite for 

parents and carers. Donations 

also collected for St Kenelm's. 

CRAG Tea Concerts The third season of concerts for 

Charlbury Refugee Action Group has not only been enjoyed 

by capacity audiences – the artists loved them too! These are 

world-class musicians who have performed with major 

orchestras but they too feel passionate about raising funds for 

something close to their own hearts – so several return next 

season. Included is another piano recital by Margaret 

Fingerhut, part of a national concert tour to raise money for 

refugees. Clarinettist Tony Pay performs the complete Quartet 
for the End of Time by Messiaen. Those at his last concert will 

recall his haunting and evocative playing of a movement from 

this piece. Finally, pianist Maggie Cole will also be returning for 

another concert of music-making with her friends. Details 

later in the year. 

Biggest and best ChipLitFest       
‘This year’s was the best yet’ said Festival 

Director Jenny Dee. ‘We sold nearly 4,000 

tickets. Sales have doubled since the Festival 

started in 2012’.  

Over 96 authors (and one dog!) took part in 

56 events over the weekend. 26 events were sell-

outs, including Jo Brand, Frank Gardner, Bobby 

Seagull and almost all the children’s events.                        

Clever use was made of the Town’s venues, with big acts in 

The Theatre and Town Hall, and smaller sessions on 

everything from aperitifs to graphology, the art of Vermeer, 

medical ethics and 

fairy tales, held in 

the Library and 

Methodist Church, 

with children’s 

shows at the Ace 

Centre. ‘So much 

variety – some-

thing for every-

one!’ wrote one 

audience member. 

The Festival, which launched the writing careers of founder 

Clare Mackintosh (now a successful crime writer), and Paula 

Hawkins (Girl on a 
Train), picked out 

new talent once 

again. ChipLitFest 

was Elizabeth 

Macneal’s first-

ever appearance 

and her debut 

novel The Doll 

Factory went 

straight in at 6th 

on the Sunday 
Times bestsellers list. The next week, Nina Stibbe’s book 

Reasons to be Cheerful won the UK’s top comic fiction prize.  

‘As ever, Chipping Norton rallied behind the Festival, 

displaying our flags, sponsoring events, hosting authors and 

transporting visitors in the Villager bus,’ said Jenny. ‘It’s a 

community event where hundreds of new people appreciate 

the Town’s attractions. We are volunteer-run but we have a 

profit-share scheme. After we’ve made sure we can continue 

to fund our work with local schools – we took authors on 36 

school visits last year – any money we make is divided up 

between the authors’.  
Visiting authors’ plaudits 

• I really enjoyed the atmosphere ~ Bobby Seagull 

• There was such a warm feeling to the whole weekend ~ 
Helen Jukes 

• It had such a lovely community feel and as I walked around 
the town there were happy, smiling faces everywhere I looked! 
~ Lucy Walters 

• Congratulations! Another great Festival with a brilliant line-up 

~ Graeme Garden 

• You guys run an exceptionally welcoming Festival ~ Zool Verjee 

Poet Nikita Gill reads her Fierce Fairytales

Ace Centre session for children with 
Chitra Soundar

Photos © Silver Apples Photography
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THE ARTS

The Theatre 
Ian Seymour Wells retrospective Art Exhibition                   
30 May to 23 June in the Owen Mumford Gallery.  
A charming but shy 

man, Ian Seymour 

Wells (1937-2019) 

was the drawing 

tutor at Central St 

Martins who was 

more comfortable 

promoting others 

than himself. 

Recognised in the 

Australian art world 

and a British RA 

member, he 

exhibited in London 

during the 60s and 

70s but chose a 

quieter, introspective life as an artistic diarist and observer in 

later years. Ian’s passion for drawing, his view of human 

emotion and motion saw him in Chipping Norton’s cafés 

sketching on napkins and newspapers daily for the past 20 

years. Whistlers, B&T and Jaffé & Neale were favourite places 

for observing people and sketching the life of Chipping 

Norton. His life observations, with pencil and pen, were rarely 

shown, although he talked to others about their works. In this 

retrospective, a collection of his unique newspaper drawings 

is seen for the first time. Ian’s life drawings, still life, landscape, 

portrait paintings and inks will also be on show. Ian is an 

Honorary Member of CNArts – www.cnarts.org. Curated by 

Lesley Wildman RCA, this is an opportunity to see talent 

hidden until now.  

Open to the public Saturdays 1-3pm and 30 mins before each 
theatre performance. Phone 07718 759391and leave a message 
to arrange a viewing.See www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

In concert – guitarist Gordon Giltrap – one of the UK’s 

most important and influential 

guitarists on stage with special 

guest Carrie Martin on 

Wednesday 19 June at 

7.45pm. A show guaranteed to 

enthral guitar aficionados, 

acoustic enthusiasts and 

music lovers. Recently 

awarded an MBE for services to music and charity, Gordon 

will be performing at a select series of UK venues, including 

Chippy Theatre. Over five decades he has graced the music 

business with his dedication to his craft and his affection for 

his audience. This innovative guitarist is back with his 

incredible songs with equally incredible arrangements for an 

electrifying solo acoustic show – including classics such as 

Heartsong and Lucifer’s Cage, alongside new material from his 

latest album The Last of England. ‘Anyone who asks me knows, 

that I think that Gordon Giltrap is one of the best acoustic 

guitar players in the world…His concerts and playing are 

breathtaking. He's also very witty, and I love the fact that he 

has not cut his hair!’ Ritchie Blackmore (Deep Purple). ‘One 

of an elite few who truly have become legendary in their field, 

in their own lifetime.’ Brian May (Queen). Tickets: £17 online 

at www. chippingnortontheatre.com or on 642350. 

Arts, crafts and museum 

Fibre Festival – 1 June, Middle Row, Chipping Norton, 

10am until 4pm organised by Fibreworks, whose shop will be 

the centre of the activities. See advert below. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds – 12 June Lecture Same Old, 
Same New. with Aliki Braine, who says, ‘One might think that 

it is easy to spot the difference between contemporary and 

historical art, but can old masters help us understand 

contemporary art works such as the infamous pile of bricks 

or unmade bed?’. This lecture explores this theme and 

questions whether artists' intentions and strategies have 

really changed across the centuries. Lectures begin 11am at 

Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Non-

members welcome (suggested donation £10). More 

information at www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

Oxfordshire Museum – 15 June-8 September. Woodstock 
Wonderland: A wander through the world of Alice. Fall down 

the rabbit hole and into the magical world of Alice in 

Wonderland in this interactive exhibition for families. Join the 

Mad Hatter’s tea party, play croquet with flamingos and 

escape the Queen of Hearts. Discover the inspiration behind 

Lewis Carroll’s fantastical tale, created during a trip down the 

River Isis. On Alice’s Day, 6 July, join for a tea party celebration 

of all things Alice. Visit www. oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums for 

further information. 

Patchwork Daze by Ian Seymour Wells
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CHIPPING NORTON – O
Chipping Norton is often described as a Cots

Team shines a light on this heritage – and 

Markets – why, wh
Markets must always have been important he

from the Old English word for a market – b

start back in 1204 when William Fitzalan,

charter from King John allowing a local ann

commercial trading to the Town. Fitzalan was a

he who laid out the huge new market place 

stalls. As centuries passed, permanent outlets

the Market Square and High Street developed

in the 19th century. Grocers, bakeries, butch

first ‘self service’ supermarkets appeared in 

amazement. Sainsbury’s, Tesco’s etc gave up the

a wider range of products. Some did no

Somerfield?) absorbed into bigger groups.

besides our long-lived Co-op, Sainsbury’

Waitrose. Choice can be greater and the c

valued independent shops include, for food,

health food shops. Our three local markets:

Market and Saturday Town Hall Country Mark

from baskets and rugs to homemade cakes an

social friendly atmosphere.  

Wednesday Market 
One of the News Team – a newcomer to Chippy 

– said it was a delight to stroll between the 

colourful stalls in the Market Place on a 

Wednesday morning, feasting eyes on the varied 

range of products on offer and enjoying a 

neighbourly chat with the stallholders, many of 

whom have built up a friendly rapport with regular 

customers over the years and greet you with a 

welcome smile. 

Despite the constant pressure from supermarkets, 

we can still rely on a bargain or two from our local 

stallholders at the Wednesday Market, who 

proudly set up their stalls each week. And there 

are many other reasons for doing your shopping 

here; small businesses such as local market 

stallholders are influenced by customers' demands 

or suggestions, and are ready to respond to your 

needs more quickly than supermarkets.  

Take for instance Mark (Saywards of Whilton) – he 

prides himself on selling freshly-picked traditional 

fruit and vegetables all year round, as well as 

keeping up to date with the latest fashionable 

foods. You’ll also receive good advice, especially on 

seasonal variations in fruit and vegetables, for 

example. And it's easier to ask to sample a product 

– in a supermarket you can hardly check if an 

apple is crunchy by taking a big bite! 
Stalls anticlockwise from the top: Mick, Isla Jane Bakery; 
Mark, Saywards of Whilton Fruit & Veg;  Michael’s Baskets 
& Carpets; Abby’s Mens/Boys Working Clothing; Acorn 
Nurseries Pet Food & Steve the Flowerman 

The Monthly Farm
It was a combination of Thames Valley Farme

of local people that brought the monthly Farm

ten years ago – the 3rd Saturday each month.

a News Team member, thought their inclusion

to the market. They had a small grant from the

white stripey gazebos, which did not always w

long established Country Market joins in, and

has seen a variety of produce and skilled cra

both on variety and pricing. Bakery, green gr

the ever cheerful apple lady with seasonal fruit

eye. From time to time there is musical enter

have stiff competition from supermarkets but f

adds a social occasion to the Town: the chanc

etc. The market folk have battled with the w

snowed off but hope to keep going to off

shoppers.  

Like many market towns, Chipping Norton’s town centre is changing – and will ha
town centres are finding new ways to thrive – with social meeting places, comm

something different and good value. So it’s to be hoped that our traditi
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– OUR MARKET TOWN 
Cotswold Market Town. This month the News 
and how our different markets look today 

, where and when! 
tant here as the very name ‘Chipping’ derives 

et – but Chipping Norton was given a kick 

alan, the local lord of the manor, obtained a 

cal annual fair which brought a new level of 

an was after more income, and it was probably 

t place with space for livestock, produce and 

outlets appeared for goods and services and 

eloped. The Co-operative movement arrived 

 butchers, clothing, chemists all thrived. The 

ed in the fifties and sixties – greeted with 

e up their small local shops for expansion and 

did not succeed (remember Finefare and 

oups. In Chipping Norton today we have, 

bury’s and newcomers Aldi, M&S and soon 

d the competition lowers prices. Our much 

r food, a butcher, a fishmonger and deli, and 

arkets: Wednesday market, monthly Farmers’ 

 Market – are each different with specialities 

cakes and seasonal plants. They all promote a 

Country Market 
The Country Market sets up every Saturday between 

9 and 11am in the Lower Town Hall (it’s an outside 

stall on Farmers’ Market day) with several local 

producers and craftspeople. On offer are meats and 

sausages from Long Compton, home baked cakes, 

pies and bread, a plant stall, local honey plus fruit and 

veg. Arts and crafts include handmade cards, soaps 

and gift bags, hand-printed tea-towels, totes, aprons 

and storage boxes as well as handmade walking 

sticks. You can even have a slice of cake and cuppa for 

a mere donation!  

For over 100 years a network of 250 Country 

Markets across England and Wales has been selling 

homemade and local goods. It’s a Co-operative Social 

Enterprise with each local group organised 

separately. Members (over 16) can join for 5p. 

Everything is sold cooperatively. Producers receive 

payment at the end of every month for their sales 

minus a small commission to cover running costs and 

insurance. In Chippy, that’s 13%.  

When you start shopping you’re given a piece of 

paper and as you fill your basket, each stallholder 

marks up what you’ve had. You pay on your way out 

and can even use a card. It’s great value – which beats 

Daylesford hands down! Many regulars come and do 

a spot of shopping every week and it’s often an 

important part of their social life, but if it’s to thrive, 

the market needs both more producers and visitors. 

But a word to the wise, the regulars know that to get 

the best stuff, you need to be there promptly at 9am! 

Why not see for yourself? With thanks to 

www.weekendtourist.co.uk 

Farmers’ Market 
Farmers’ Markets and an enthusiastic group 

y Farmers’ Market to Chipping Norton over 

month. A local group of craftspeople, including 

nclusion would bring variety and extra colour 

om the Council and had matching green and 

ways withstand our market ‘wind tunnel’. The 

s in, and over the years the Farmers’ Market 

lled craftspeople. The flower stall is amazing, 

een grocery and meats, honey and eggs and 

nal fruits, flowers and trees, a pleasure for the 

al entertainment. The stallholders realise they 

ets but feel the market’s presence each month 

e chance to shop, meet friends, have a coffee 

the weather, on a couple of occasions being 

o offer variety and quality to discerning local 

ill have to change more to combat internet and out of town shopping habits. Many 
ommunity activities, festivals, pop-up shops, as well as distinctive shops that offer 

raditional role as a ‘market’ town can continue to develop and thrive.
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HEALTH UPDATE

Healthy Living in Action 
Chipping Norton Health Centre – and its 

Patient Participation Group – have started a 

series of Healthy Living in Action 

sessions. The first one, on Fridays at 11am, 

started on 17 May to help those who have 

difficulty in losing weight. Called ‘Way-in’, this is an Informal 

group with opportunity for social interaction and peer 

support, as well as practical advice and overall health checks. 

Watch out for further notices for this group and subsequent 

ones; they are designed to give support for people to help 

themselves to healthier living. The PPG is continuing to spread 

the message that prescribing antibiotics is often not the right 

choice (see May News). They are also keen to hear patients’ 

views but cannot take up any individual cases. They would also 

like to be able to contact you directly about PPG matters and 

Health Centre news, please e-mail Peter Branson 

cnhc.ppg@nhs.net if you would like to be added to the PPG  

contact list. 

Come and check your pulse! 
Know your pulse & know 

your rhythm! Something as 

simple as knowing your own 

pulse can save your life or 

reduce your risk of a 

debilitating or life-threatening AF-related stroke – the most 

severe type of stroke. It only takes 30 seconds, and is so 

simple that people of all ages, young and old, can learn how to 

do it. CN Health Centre and its PPG are inviting everyone to 

drop into the Health Centre on Monday 10 June between 

9.30am and 12.30pm and have your pulse checked out by the 

Arrhythmia Alliance. 

Chippy Parkrun needs you! 
The Parkrun is coming but can 

you help? Plans are near finalising 

for Chipping Norton to have its 

own official Parkrun – joining the 

increasingly popular national 

scheme. The route is being 

agreed but could be based 

around Chipping Norton School, 

Glyme Lane and the Memorial 

Wood. The start-up fee of around £3000 is being raised by 

local fundraising with some support from the Town Council – 

the Parkrun team presented the scheme to Councillors in 

March. The Chippy Parkrun team is looking for a dedicated, 

enthusiastic Run Director to join the core team and help to 

bring this fantastic initiative to the Town. Parkrun is a free, 

weekly (Saturday morning) timed 5km event which welcomes 

walkers, joggers and runners and is entirely supported by 

volunteers. The role of Run Director is critical to the running 

of Parkrun and could be shared amongst a number of people. 

Other roles being recruited include; Marshals, Tail Walker, 

Time Keeper, and Finish Area Marshals (Barcode scanner, 

funnel manager etc). If you are interested in any of the roles 

and would like to find out more, please contact 

Philip.Stanley@GLL.ORG 

Open Day at Leisure Centre 
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre is opening its doors to 

showcase the new 

Astroturf multiuse pitch 

(pictured here – ready 

for action!), refurbished 

gym and other new 

facilities – and lots of 

activities to try! The 

Centre is inviting all local 

residents to come along 

to an Open Day on 

Saturday 6 July and try 

out some of the activities 

and facilities on offer. Free tasters on offer include swimming, 

tennis, football, pickleball (family sport), tours, gym workout 

sessions, health MOTs, health & fitness tour & talk and much, 

much more! The sessions are already taking place each week 

across West Oxfordshire. The Open Day will provide the 

opportunity to take part in a new sport and is ideal both for 

experienced or first timers. Phil Stanley, Community Sports 

Officer, told the News, ‘Our sessions are all about having fun 

and socialising. They have been designed to suit all abilities and 

levels of fitness. We hope to encourage older members of the 

community to become more active and enjoy the health and 

social benefits that getting involved can offer.’  

The new Astropitch can also be booked for use for a fee 

(call 01608 644412). The whole upgrade was partially funded 

from a £100,000 investment of ‘Section 106’ money agreed by 

WODC, from contributions from house developer Bellway 

up at Cotswold Gate. For further information on activities at 

Better Leisure Centre’s in West Oxfordshire please email 

ChippingNorton@GLL.ORG or visit www.better.org.uk . 

West Oxfordshire Leisure Centres are run on behalf of West 

Oxfordshire District Council by its leisure contractor, GLL. 

  

Keep Healthy … Keep Fit! 
This month the Health Centre’s PPG have suggestions for looking after yourself – and the 

Leisure Centre has an Open Day for everyone to try something new
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SPORTS NEWS

Dominoes Finals Night 
On Thursday 11 April Little Compton & District Dominoes 

League held its Finals Night at the Crown & Cushion. It was 

an exciting evening 

with Mayor Don 

Davidson present-

ing the awards. The 

Red Lion won the 

League with the 

Crown & Cushion 

runners up. It was 

role reversal in the Gerald Rushby Cup with the Crown 

worthy winners. The Crown also won the 8-a-Side Cup with 

Longborough’s Coach & Horses team coming second. The 

Ladies Singles Rose Bowl was won by Shirley Baldwin from 

the Inn on the Marsh, with the Red Lion’s Bridget Tiffin 

second. The two Roberts played in the Gents Singles with 

Robert Howse from Chadlington Sports & Social Club 

beating Bob Hamilton from the Inn on the Marsh. The Ladies 

Doubles Claret Jug was picked up by the Red Lion & the 

Coach & Horses got a trophy. The Gents Doubles went to the 

Crown & Cushion with the Inn on the Marsh giving them a 

good game. The Mixed Pairs Shield also went to the Crown 

with another good challenge by the Inn on the Marsh. The 

Captain of Chad Sports, Robert Howse took the Cup from 

Anthony Beauchamp, last year’s winner. A round of applause 

was given to Linda from the Crown for providing the room 

and food for the Night and for most of the competitions. 

Monica Deakin  

Football 
Chippy Swifts The Saturday Soccer School is in full swing. 

Aimed at boys and girls aged 5-7, the morning sessions are 

designed to give children their first taste of structured 

football. Light-hearted and fun, sessions are overseen by our 

FA qualified coaches. We are seeing positive signs pointing 

towards an U7 team to enter the 2019/20 league. A massive 

well done to all of the children who have attended so far. 

Sessions cost just £2 a week, held at Greystones our home on 

Burford Road, (OX7 5UY). For full details visit 

www.chippyswifts.co.uk or message the Club's facebook page 

or email our Chairman, Martyn Clements 

(gmmc@btinternet.com). 

During the winter months, Swifts of all ages attend winter 

training each week at Kingham Hill School. Making use of the 

all weather pitch gives our own pitches a much needed rest 

during the wet and cold months. The School very kindly 

offered Chippy Swifts subsidised sessions this year as part of 

a community football scheme which also involves Kingham 

Primary School and Kingham All Blacks. Thanks to KHS for 

this wonderful gesture, every penny saved will be spent on 

new equipment throughout our teams. 

Finally, a date for your diaries. Our awards afternoon will 

take place on 16 June at CN  Rugby Club. All of our teams 

will be in action in exhibition matches followed by a short 

awards ceremony to celebrate this season’s successes. As 

always, refreshments an will be available on the day. 

Martyn Walsh 

Walking Football Congratulations to Ian Edwards, Martin 

Elliott and Derek Dickinson from Chippy who recently took 

part in the inaugural Walking Football competition organised 

by Oxfordshire FA and won a magnificent cup along with 

team mates from from Charlbury and Witney. The 

competition was open to players over fifty years old and 

attracted teams from across Oxfordshire. The win was 

particularly impressive as it was the first time the Cotswold 

Casuals, as they called themselves, had entered a competition 

played outdoors on a 3G pitch. Usually they play indoors at 

Chipping Norton Leisure Centre or Charlbury Community 

Centre. If anyone has an interest in playing walking football, 

more information can be obtained from the Leisure Centre. 

Town Football One game since last month, the final game of 

the season a disappointing 3-1 defeat to Witney Wanderers. 

That defeat leaves Chippy perilously close to relegation 

though as we wait on the League’s remaining fixtures there is 

still hope that we can stay in the Division. Going down would 

not be ideal as we hope to attract new players, though it 

would not be the end of the world and talks are in progress 

to get more of Chippy’s youth playing next season. As always 

This season’s U11 Swifts team

Magnificent array of trophies to be won
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anyone wanting to get involved with the Club either on or off 

the field, please contact me on 07810 307213. 

Dominic Rickard 

Rugby Club end of season 
Over 90 club members of CNRFC sat down to a club dinner 

at the end of April to celebrate 

a great season. The dinner was 

generously and brilliantly put 

together by First XV player and 

owner of Chipping Norton 

Catering & Events, Shane 

Newman (pictured in rugby 

mode!). The night was a huge 

success, raising much needed 

funds for the Club. Next season 

sees the move up to the Berks, 

Bucks and Oxon Premiership 

for the senior team, where 

Chipping Norton will face much larger clubs. We’ll list fixture 

dates for next season when confirmed and would welcome 

more supporters up at the club on Saturday afternoons to 

cheer the lads on.    

During the summer there are free, non-contact, ‘touch’ 

rugby sessions at the Club every Wednesday 7-8pm. Touch 

rugby is an excellent introduction to the sport, families can 

play together and get fit while having fun. Just turn up in sports 

kit and trainers see http://chippingnorton.rfu.club for more 

info.  

On the weekend of 22-23 June the Club participates in 

the national NatWest RugbyForce volunteering weekend. 

NatWest contributes towards materials to help prepare the 

Club for the next season. There will be jobs for everyone, so 

if you can volunteer an hour or two on either day we would 

love to hear from you via email at 

chippingnortonrugby@gmail.com. There will be a bbq and 

refreshments for willing helpers! The new season begins on 

Sunday 1 September with  registration and training from 

10am. New players are welcome at all age groups and ‘minis’ 

can start tag rugby from five years old at Under 6. 

Graeme Williamson 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
On 27 April the Club held its Spring Club 

Championships at Kingham Hill School. 

Over 70 swimmers took part with some 

great swims and lots of pbs. One master 

swimmer Gordon Syme 43, gave our youngsters a fantastic 

lesson in breast stroke coming in 1st in the 50m and 100m 

breast, though William Huddleston and Michael Pearson, both 

16, were not far behind him. Ellie Lawrence won the 50m, 

100m backstroke and the 50m fly despite being under par – 

so well done to her. Charlotte Oliver is one of our few 

swimmers who will even attempt the 200m fly but had a great 

swim knocking 5.49 seconds off her time. Matthew Edmonds,  

13, won the 200 free – good luck in his first regionals in mid 

May swimming freestyle. Our last race was the Luke Jeffery’s 

50 freestyle – always a great race. Gordon Syme entered at 

the last minute and came 1st in 28.06 seconds with Michael 

Pearson very close behind him in 28.69 seconds. Thank you to 

all the volunteers and coaches who made this event possible. 

Ellie went off to the South East regionals on 4 May as our 

only girl to have qualified this year swimming 50m back 

finishing with a time of 33.73 seconds. We hope she gets back 

to full fitness soon but congratulations for persevering 

through a tough couple of months.  

Master swim trials will be on 11 June at Chipping Norton 

Leisure Centre. If you are over 18 and would like to come 

please contact membership@4ssc.co.uk 

Philippa Upton 

Teams of all ages celebrated a great year at the end of season 
event in May – the Under 6’s are pictured enjoying the limelight 
at a lovely and uplifting celebration – players, volunteer coaches 

and families have all enjoyed the year with everyone making 
friends, gaining confidence and getting out in the fresh air! More 

coaches needed for the Under 6’s – and look out for Open Day 
on 1 September.  

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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Motorsport:  Alice races back! 
Alice Powell, Chipping Norton’s 

26-year-old motor racing star is 

back in the limelight – after 

finishing a very close second - 

only 1.3 secs behind winner 

Jamie Chadwick at Hockenheim 

in the first of the new W all-

women international racing 

championship events. She had 

qualified for the new prestigious 

tournament as one of only 18 elite women drivers. The series 

could be a game changer. It consists of six races across 

Europe, with the final at Brands Hatch. All are to be shown 

live on Channel 4. Crucially, with its private financial backing, 

the single-seater, single-make series does not require drivers 

to bring backing, and there is a £1.14m prize fund. This has 

allowed Alice to get back into a top level driving seat after a 

lull since 2014. After starting karting at eight and admiring 

Michael Schmacher, Alice had a terrific teenage racing start as 

a 16-year-old in Formula Renault followed by a track record 

of great results. Now her driving passion and ambition are 

back – tune into Channel 4! 

Hook Norton Tennis Club 
The Club plans to resurface all 

three courts during May to 

ensure a better all year playing 

experience. Congratulations to 

Faith Heron (pictured left) who 

beat the number one seed to 

win the Oxfordshire Senior 

County Championships Over 35 

Ladies Singles final in March. The 

results of the Floodlit Banbury 

league matches were: A team 2nd 

in Div 1; B team 3rd in Div 2; C team 2nd in Div 4. The summer 

league is now under way. Contact Marc Gilkes (01295 

265085) for coaching details. For information about the Club 

call Sue Glasson, 730880 or visitwww.hooknortontennis.com 

CN Cricket Club 
Youth Cricket: Sun came out, cricket started, rain came 

down, cricket cancelled. So far we have managed one full night 

of training with one U13's match postponed due to rain and 

one game played through the rain. Support for the Club has 

been phenomenal this year with all groups under the 13/15 

age groups now closed to new members this season. 

However volunteers are still needed to help with coaching. To 

find out more contact Sue Powell. Youth Coordinator. 

bloxhamsue@aol.com 

Other Club news: Very early days for the new season! At 

the time of writing, both league sides lost their opening 

fixture. Club President, Russell Collins, has his President's Day 

on Sunday 23 June. His team of former club players, will play 

against a Club XI. A feather in the Club's cap as it has been 

chosen to host the Airey Cup Final for the Oxfordshire 

Cricket Association at the end of August. It would be even 

nicer, if our 1st XI could make it to that final! 

Spectators are very welcome to home games in June:   

The 1st XI play 8th & 22nd; the 2nd XI play 9th & 29th. 

Graham Beacham 

Sport in brief 
Horse Racing Chippy Trainer Charlie Longsdon completed 

another successful National Hunt Season. For the fourth 

season in a row he won more than £500,000 in prize money. 

This season he saddled 36 winners. 

Cricket Playing for Gloucestershire, former Chipping 

Norton School pupil Jack Taylor had scores recently of 43 not 

out, 69 not out, and 75 in the One Day County Cup. 

FA People's Cup Winner 
Former Chipping Norton 

School pupil Kirsty Beacham, 

(pictured) helped her Aston 

University Team win the Female 

University Team Category. They 

played five games to qualify top 

for the semi-finals, eventually 

winning the final 2-nil.  The 

Tournament was played at St. 

George's Park, the England 

National Team training facilities. 

The game was shown live on 

the BBC red button service. 

Local Football Congratulations to Charlbury Town who 

won the Premier League in the Witney & District League. 

They also won a cup competition. This side does contain 

some Chippy players. Congratulations also to Kingham All 

Black's First Team who won promotion to Division One of 

the Witney & District League. Their reserve team also won a 

promotion. And a final well done to Chadlington Reserves 

won Division Four of the Witney & District League. 

Graham Beacham 



24

REMEMBRANCE FEATURE

John was wounded in the head by shrapnel and could not 

return to his unit until December 1944. He was promoted 

Corporal and took part in the invasion of Germany. He died 

in 2008 aged 83.  

William Purchase-Rathbone 
William Purchase-Rathbone was 

born as Rathbone in Churchill in 

September 1911, enlisted into the 

Royal Artillery on 26 June 1929. He 

married Kate Purchase in 1934 

changing his name to Purchase-

Rathbone. Commissioned as a 

Lieutenant in the 20th Anti-Tank 

Regiment on 2 December 1939, he 

served with the British 

Expeditionary Force, and 

evacuated from Dunkirk in May 

1940. He was later made Major, taking command of the 67th 

Anti-Tank Battery, one of the first British units on Sword 

Beach on D-Day 6 June, following the infantry ashore. He was 

awarded the Military Cross for landing guns successfully 

under heavy enemy fire. He fought in the Battle for Caen, the 

Netherlands, Belgium and the invasion of Germany – retiring 

on 29 November 1961, after 50 years service. He died on          

5 June 1974 and was buried with full military honours in 

Churchill.  

Tom Stroud  
Tom Stroud joined the 9th Battalion, 

Parachute Regiment on its formation 

in November 1942. They were 

tasked with capturing Merville 

Battery before D-Day, those guns 

posing a threat to landings on Sword 

Beach. Private Stroud parachuted 

out of a Dakota at 1250 on 6 June 

1944, landed safely, making the 

rendezvous point, but, under fire, 

only 150 men out of 600 made it 

there. The mortars, anti-tank gun, mine detectors, jeeps, 

sappers and field ambulance were all missing. Time was short, 

they attacked, but were machine-gunned. Private Stroud, 

carrying the only Bren gun, took out all three machine gun 

posts, became separated, was shot but made it to the Aid Post. 

He later took part in Operation Varsity in March 1945, the 

last airborne operation of the war, as a Corporal. He died in 

1996 aged 72. 

A book telling all the men’s stories, and a special pin badge are 

being produced. Two new benches will be installed at the War 

Memorial later in the summer to commemorate all the major 

engagements of 1944 such as Anzio, Monte Cassino and 

Arnhem.  

Swing Night dance 
The Armed Forces Trust of Chipping Norton are running, 

on Saturday 8 June at the Crown and Cushion Hotel, a 

Swinging 40s night with the Swingettes and their Jazz Band. 

Tickets £20 from Carol Peachey 07785 770812 or West 

Street Newsagents. The fun starts at 7pm: finger buffet, 

raffle, 40s dress welcome. All proceeds to military and local 

charities. 

 

Normandy – 75 years on 
Chipping Norton Branch of the British Legion is joining the 

national commemoration of 75 years since the D-Day 

landings (Operation Overlord in World War II). A ceremony 

of remembrance will be held at the War Memorial at 7pm on 

Thursday 6 June, with Vice Lord Lieutenant Brian Buchan 

attending. At least one Normandy veteran hopes to attend. 

The Legion will unveil a plaque naming those from the Town 

who landed and took part in the Battles of Normandy 

between 6 June and 24 August 1944. Thirty names from 

Chippy have been identified, five of whom did not survive the 

war. The Legion’s Steve Kingsford sent stories of three men 

who were fortunate enough to survive:  

John Hannis 
John Hannis was born in Chipping 

Norton in 1925. Over 6 foot tall, he 

was accepted into the Coldstream 

Guards, first with civic duties 

including standing guard at 

Buckingham Palace and then in No 3 

Company of the 5th Battalion, 

training  for the Normandy Landings. 

On a troopship from London docks 

they landed at Gold Beach on 25 

June, and went into action to help 

take the city of Caen, eventually liberated on 9 July. They 

crossed the River Seine and fought their way into Belgium. 

The Armed Forces Trust of Chipping Norton presents:

A SWINGING 40s NIGHT  

All Proceeds to military & local charities

7pm to midnight ~ Tickets £20 from                        

077857 70812 or West St Newsagent 

Finger buffet ~ raffle ~ 40s dress welcome ~ 

prize for the best dressed couple

WITH THE SWINGETTES                                     
& THEIR JAZZ BAND

Saturday 8 June                     
at The Crown & Cushion  

British troops land on Gold Beach, 6 June 1944



25

the way to the City of New Orleans via Bill Munroe and West 

Virginia. Darkness too; a poem of death and a light hearted 

laugh as an undernourished baby slipped down the plug hole. 

And Bob Dylan (of course) cooked us some country pie, 

though Lonnie Johnson, no doubt, would have. Maybe 

tomorrow night. Who’d have thought you could get so much 

at an evening at a folk club? Our next meeting is 10 June at 

The ArtYard Café, Enstone OX7 4NF – 7.45 for 8pm kick-off. 

Visit www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for further details 

Dave Oakley 

Motorsport tales entrance Probus 
Stuart Turner entertained Probus members recently with his 

varied life in International Motorsport. He co-drove in factory 

cars for Austin Healey, Auto Union, Alfa Romeo, MG, 

Mercedes, Saab and Triumph in the early days, competing in 

events like the Mille Miglia and Monte Carlo rallies. He won 

the 1960 RAC Rally with Erik Carlson in a Saab. Stuart 

became Sports Editor of Motoring News, then Competitions 

Manager at BMC in the glory days of the Mini Cooper wins. 

As Competitions Manager of Ford of Britain he also ran the 

Advanced Vehicle Operations factory making Escort Mexicos 

and RS2000s. After a spell as Director of Public Affairs at Ford 

of Britain he returned to the Sport as Director of Motorsport 

for Ford of Europe where he initiated the Sierra Cosworth, 

RS200 and Escort Cosworth before retiring. 

Stuart was awarded an Autosport Award in 1990 and the 

Prince Michael Award of Merit in 2009, both for services to 

Motorsport. He is the author of over 20 books including one 

on retirement. Still not fully retired himself, Stuart gets many 

international invitations to speak, often to raise money for 

charity in the UK, America, Australia, Canada, New Zealand 

and Switzerland and has won a Benedictine After Dinner 

Speaker of the Year Award. An altogether fascinating and 

humorous speaker, much to be recommended. The June 

meeting is on the 18th from 11am at the Crown & Cushion 

details 645382 or visit www.chippingnortonprobus.com 

David Megson 

CRAG talks to school students  
Members of Charlbury Refugee Action Group have developed 

a new presentation on refugees for older school students. 

This was well received on its first showing in April to around 

80 sixth formers at Wood Green School in Witney. The 

students worked hard and seemed interested and well-

informed. The presentation has been developed by Frances 

Webber and Hilary Barber, who will take it round to as many 

local schools as possible to raise awareness of the issue 

among school students. Any teachers who are interested in 

our coming to their school should contact CRAG for details. 

CLUB NEWS

Sign up for Horticultural days out! 
At the beginning of May the Chipping Norton Horticultural 

Association were invited to arrange a display at the open 

week held by the 

Chipping Norton 

Methodist Church 

(see full report on px). 
We took the 

opportunity to 

show the variety of 

speakers and their 

topics we have 

welcomed to our 

meetings during the 

winter months. Our 

summer day trips 

have now begun and 

I am delighted that our first two to Kew and Meadow Farm 

Gardens, Feckenham are full. Details of the remaining days 

out, as there are places still available, can be found on our 

website www.cnha.uk or from the secretary Eileen Forse 

643275. 

Chipping Norton Amnesty Group  
This month and next, Group Members will be fundraising for 

the work of Amnesty International, starting on 22 June when 

we have a street collection in Woodstock. Then on the 30th we 

will be joining in the fun of the Town Festival with a stall selling 

home-made biscuits and other goodies, and inviting children 

to have a Lucky Dip! As well as fundraising, we are hoping 

visitors will sign our petition to the government asking that 

child refugees are not separated from their parents and family. 

Then on 13 July it’s off to Burford where our annual second-

hand book stall will be set up under the arches of the Tolsey.  

At our monthly meeting, Awssan Kamal of Oxfam will speak 

to us of the humanitarian situation in Yemen and Oxfam’s 

work there. 7.30pm Thursday 13 June Lower Town Hall. All are 

welcome; no fee. For details call Val on 645036.  

Kaye Freeman 

Packed evening for Chippy Folk  
Monday 13 May saw another meet at Enstone’s ArtYard Café 

of the Chipping Norton Folk Club. A huge gathering of 

musicians, poets and music lovers converged to generate an 

atmosphere of warmth and conviviality. Banjos, Doris Day, 

Leaving of Liverpool for the Gold Rush. Songs in Welsh and a 

hammering Pogues song from 1985, Hammered Dulcimer and 

King Brian Boru, a poem: a dead junkie in a waste bin, Chuck 

Berry and a teenage wedding, a dobro played Americana all 

You are invited by Chipping Norton Amnesty Group                  
to hear  

Awssan Kamal of Oxfam  
talk about the humanitarian  

situation in Yemen 
and what Oxfam is doing 

to improve it 
7.30pm 13 June 

Lower Town Hall, Chippy Norton 
Admission FREE 

Horticultural Association display at the 
Methodist Open Week

Stuart Turner is seated centre with Committee members



26

CLUB NEWS

Please visit www.facebook.com/charlburyrefugee/ or 

www.charlbury.info/community/crag for further information. 

John Dunleavy 

Scouting out & about ... 
Explorers have started the new term with two great 

meetings. Snapchat organised by Peach involved various 

challenges round 

Chippy including being 

three legged outside 

The Theatre and 

making a human 

pyramid in the Co-op 

(as pictured). The 

population of Chippy 

was very helpful and 

understanding of these 

antics. Paul organised a 

geo-caching session 

round Long Compton 

– a great activity 

involving finding hidden 

caches in the 

countryside using a phone app. This was new to at least one 

of the leaders as well as some of the Explorers and great fun. 

Thank you to both leaders for their work on these evenings. 

Scouts have been digging a patch to begin our veggie garden, 

plotting a route for a hike and getting ready for survival camp.  

Cubs have been learning about what services are available in 

our local area. Not only have they found them on a map they 

have also visited the Fire Station. Many thanks to Simon Piper 

at the Fire Station 

who told us all about 

what the Fire Service 

does in the 

community, showed 

the cubs over a fire 

engine and let them 

use the high-pressure 

hose! This term we 

welcomed five new 

cubs who have 

moved on from 

Beavers and have also 

awarded the Chief 

Scout’s Silver award 

to: Ethan, Samuel, Alex and Tyms. Many congratulations on 

achieving the highest award at this level. 

Beavers Woodpecker Colony recently completed their 

Cycling Activity Badge with the help of local firm, TY Cycles. 

Well prepared, they all turned up wearing a helmet and 

reflective clothing which was part of the requirement for this 

badge. With the help of TY Cycles their helmets were 

checked for a good fit and we learnt how to pump up a tyre. 

The badge work was completed with a short circuit ride in 

the local area.  

Late Spring Group 
The Late Spring (bereavement) Group is facilitated by Age UK 

Oxfordshire and meets upstairs in Highlands, Burford Road, on 

the 2nd and 4th Friday of the month 10-11.30am. We are a small 

group of men and women 60+ and would welcome you to 

come along to meet us and see what you think. Sessions aim 

to be restorative and informative. Why not come along in June 

and July before the Summer break in August? It is a relaxed 

meeting and over coffee and cake we meet with others who 

have lost a loved one and therefore understand and can offer 

valuable comfort and support. It is often easier to talk to 

others in the same situation. People come along at different 

times, after bereavement – there is no right or wrong. We look 

to the future without forgetting the past – remembering good 

times and laughter. Being able to talk and feel listened to can 

be really important and helpful. The fact that these groups 

grow, demonstrates this. We now have 17 Late Spring groups 

across Oxfordshire. In the West we have Witney, Tackley, 

Burford, Milton under Wychwood and Chipping Norton. For 

Here’s one of the cubs having a go with 
the hose – his face says it all!
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more details please call Helen in the Age UK Oxfordshire on 

01235 849434 or email latespring@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

or tel Joan Douglass on 07827 235453. 

Flower Club’s food for thought 
April’s meeting saw Ann 

Anson, Club Chairman, 

demonstrating Food for 
Thought. It was a lively 

evening with lots of 

questions and answers 

and many members 

went home with 

beautiful flowers won in 

the raffle. There is no 

meeting in June so look 

out for information 

about July soon. 

Elaine Parsons 

Railway Club’s life with trains 
May’s speaker, former Club Member Chris Hone, gave a talk A 
walk along the Ironstone. Chris has published a book on this 

little known, small industrial line. The Oxfordshire Ironstone 

Company, 1917-1967, played an important part in the rural life 

of the area to the north-west of Banbury. Ironstone was 

quarried here and transported by rail to steelworks in Wales 

and the Midlands. The route of the line is still mostly intact 

and forms an ideal footpath link between Banbury and the 

countryside beyond. Mike Fenton returns on 4 June, with a 

new talk, The Chalford Railmotors, while on 2 July Club Member 

Jim Portlock will entertain us with My Life and Trains.  
On 8 September the autumn outing will be to The 

Battlefield Line which runs from Shackerstone, via Market 

Bosworth to Shenton in Leicestershire. This preserved line 

is operated by the Shackerstone Railway Society. I will be 

taking names for this visit at the July meeting. New members 

and visitors are most welcome at our meetings. We offer 

good speakers, lots of chat and tea/coffee and biscuits in the 

interval. So do come along and join us on the first Tuesday 

of the month in the Town Hall at 7.30pm.  

Estelle Brain 641586 

Freemasons at Chippy Festival 
Would you like to know more about Freemasonry in 

Chipping Norton? Come along to the summer Festival on the 

30 June to meet representatives from the lodges in the Town, 

who will be pleased to answer your questions and organise a 

tour of the Lodge in Over Norton Road for you. You can also 

help them to decide which local organisation will receive their 

next charitable donation. Look forward to seeing you there. 

David Portman 

Bluebells for Chippy Ramblers  
Helen took us to Whichford woods for a spectacular display 

of bluebells. And the 

carpet of bluebells 

was interspersed 

with delicate white 

stitch-wort, pink 

campion and yellow 

archangel – a 

marvellous sight 

which stretched from 

one end of the wood 

to the other. And to 

emphasise the arrival 

of spring we also 

walked through a field of sheep with their lambs. The weather 

may be fickle but nature comes up trumps! 

If you too enjoy walking in our lovely countryside in good 

company, join us on the first Sunday of every month in the 

New Street car park at 2pm. Then we get into 2 or 3 cars and 

make for the start of the walk – a different one each month, 

quite leisurely and lasting about two hours. New members are 

very welcome. Enquiries to Heather Leonard (643691 or 

rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or to me (643269 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com). And if you fancy more 

frequent walks or other activities on weekdays, how about 

joining U3A (see below). We would love to see you! 

Jenny Harrington  

U3A 
Our meeting in early May gave us 

an insight into the history and 

great work at Great Ormond 

Street and we were delighted that nearly £170 was raised for 

their Charity. On Wednesday, 5 June we will hear from Hattie 

Bennet about Pioneering Women Artists in the 19th Century. 

Hattie has a considerable pedigree as a regular lecturer on 

European Art History and will give an insight into these 

remarkable women who were not to be put off by the 

establishment. In July Gerald Seaman, an international 

authority on Russian music, will describe his life as a student 

in Russia, opera and ballet at the Mariinsky Theatre and his 

meetings with leading composers, including Shostakovich. This 

will be a lively, vivid and entertaining talk.  

Talks are free to members and only £2 for visitors – come 

and see what we are about. We also have nearly 20 special 

interest groups and would love to add more. Membership is 

£15 for the year! For more information please visit 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 239819 / 646701, 

email cnmembership@btinternet.com, or join us in the 

Methodist Church 2.30pm the first Wednesday of the month. 

Martin Davies 

CLUB NEWS
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WOWI: rowing, goats & Resolutions 
There are only a few months of the year that have five 

Mondays. April was one and West Oxon WI members met in 

St Mary's Parish Rooms for an evening of  board games. It was 

great fun and many of us learnt a new game.  

Our usual 

meeting (third 

Monday of the 

month) saw us 

welcome Gee 

Purdy. Gee 

(pictured 2nd 

right), a local 

girl who 

attended Bur-

ford School, 

gave us a 

wonderful talk with slides of how she and three others 

undertook a record-breaking trans-Atlantic row. In May Sue 

Kimber will talk about her Angora goat farm and give us a 

demonstration of felting. As well as monthly meetings we have 

opportunities for craft, walking, pickleball, theatre trips and 

meeting up for lunch. The WI has a campaigning side too so 

we will be voting on the two Resolutions put forward to be 

debated at the National Meeting: 'Don't Fear the Smear' and 

'A call against the decline of Rural Bus Services'.  

Please come to our stall – Handbags & Gladrags – at the 

Town Festival. There will also be jewellery and shoes – and it 

wouldn't be a WI stall without cake, so have a piece whilst 

you're browsing for a bargain. As always we will hold our 

Cuppa, Cake & Chat on the first Sunday of the month in the 

Methodist Church. 2.30-4pm – the next is on 2 June.  

Hilary Dix 646228  

Green Gym at the Orchard 
We have been busy preparing 

the Community Orchard for 

Blossom Day: scything the grass, 

weeding the trees and generally 

tidying up. As well as apple 

blossom we were pleased to 

see primroses and bluebells 

thriving there. The blossom on 

the plums and pears is over but we look forward to the fruit! 

By the time you read this Blossom Day will have come and 

gone, so here’s hoping it was a lovely sunny day and that you 

all enjoyed yourselves. Don’t forget that anyone can go up 

there at any time. Walk from the New Street playing field 

down to the stream and up towards the cemetery. There are 

picnic benches where you could take the family – or just sit 

there by yourself and enjoy the peaceful surroundings. We 

have also worked at Highlands Day Centre and Chippy Health 

Centre – where we enjoy chatting to the passers-by who 

seem very appreciative of our work. 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts from Chippy may be available to outlying 

sites and there is no joining fee. Come and enjoy working 

outdoors in good company. Details www.chippygreengym.org 

or email me at jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

CLUB NEWS
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Slow yacht Gibraltar to Beirut  
In April CN Yacht 

Club member Phil 

Levermore re-

counted his epic 

sailing adventure 

from the UK to 

Beirut at the far 

eastern end of Med – 

a voyage inspired by 

the setting sun as he 

flew out of Israel 

many moons ago. He 

stepped his way there, over nearly two decades, leaving his 

boat and returning to the UK as he interleaved the voyage 

with home life including fatherhood, work, a divorce, starting 

a business, charity work, remarriage. His daughters grew up 

and later brought along boyfriends to crew. 

The destinations became more exotic as he worked his 

way east, via Seville, Cadiz, Gibraltar, Valencia, Ibiza, Majorca, 

Sardinia, Rome and the Tiber, Stromboli, Malta, The Gulf of 

Hammamet, Sousse, and The Gulf of Corinth, long on his 

bucket list. Antalya in Turkey was quickly left as the coup and 

counter-coup broiled. Beirut, a beautiful and sophisticated 

town, rich in (hardly visited) antiquity, was finally reached in 

2017.  Phil shared wisdoms on finding good cruising grounds, 

marinas and winter quarters; on dealing with officialdom; and 

on sailing with children from toddlers to teens. An impressive 

and gripping saga, intertwining as it did rich sailing adventures 

and real life.  

To join, for details of next talk and to book visit cnyc.co.uk.  

Roger Backhaus 

CN Lions – here to help 
Thanks to all who bought tickets for our Easter Baskets – the 

final total raised will be in next month’s News. We are still selling 

our challenging Chipping Norton Quiz so if you would like one 

please contact any Lion or Lion Liz 644678. The summer seems 

to be a quiet time and holidays affect the availability of Lions, 

although if we receive a request from any club or group 

needing help with fundraising, we will respond.  This does not 

mean we do nothing as the Lions are responsible for checking 

the four defibrillators in the Town and we also make sure that 

the outlets of ‘Message in a Bottle’ bottles are kept up to date 

and also the Message in a Wallet. We are always happy to 

welcome new members – find out more from any Lion or our 

current President Mazza Holland 641121 or President Elect. 

Rob Caswell 646003 or visit www.chippingnortonlions.org.uk. 

Liz Nason 

Visit The Land Gardeners with NOOG 
Members of N Oxon Organic 

Gardeners set off to Wardington 

Manor, north of Banbury, on 

Wednesday 5 June (starting at 

7pm). Bridget Elworthy and 

Henrietta Courtauld, under the 

name of The Land Gardeners, 

run a prolific organic cut-flower 

farm, garden design business and 

a variety of courses based on 

this Jacobean Manor’s walled 

garden. Although a functional 

working garden, it’s reputed to 

be ‘effortlessly beautiful at the 

same time’ – definitely a treat in 

store. (No charge – but a 

donation for charity would be 

appreciated.)  

And on Wednesday 3 July (with the earlier start of 6pm) 

we head further afield – to Greystones Nature Reserve just 

outside Bourton-on-the-Water. Our guided tour will include 

the unimproved hay meadows, ponds, wildlife-friendly 

hedgerows and farming practices such as the ‘freedom milker’.  

Do join us – shared transport can be arranged. For enquiries 

about N Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean 

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

West Oxon MS Group 
Ocrelizumab: On 9 May the 

National Institute for Health and 

Care Excellence (NICE) approved 

ocrelizumab as the first treatment 

on the NHS for adults with early 

primary progressive Multiple 

Sclerosis. However certain criteria need to be met before it 

can be considered a suitable drug. Please ask or check the MS 

Society website for more detailed information. This drug is 

already available on the NHS as a treatment for people with 

relapsing remitting MS. We expect NICE to issue final 

guidance on its prescription in mid-June. And it should be 

available in England by September 2019. 

Street Collection in Chippy, Saturday 15 June: Look out 

for MS Volunteers collecting for this local Group on Saturday 

15 June. Please give as you can, but also please feel free to stop 

and chat, ask questions about MS and the local group. We 

would be delighted to talk to you, whether it is just for 

awareness, specific information if you or someone you know 

has MS or you would like to know more about volunteering 

for the West Oxfordshire MS Group.  

For any information on MS; please do get in contact directly 

with the MS Society, www.mssociety.org.uk or get in touch 

with me : 645988 / westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk 

Peter Branson 

The Land Gardeners
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Chipping Norton School 
The Human Library: A selected group of Year 8 students 

attended a ‘Human Library’ careers event at Blenheim Palace. 

The students were invited to interview local professionals to 

collect information about the careers they might like to 

pursue in the future. The professionals included various key 

personnel at Blenheim as well as two local lawyers, a website 

designer and four members of staff from electronics 

manufacturing company, Meech International. 

Art Department news: The Art Department and The Arts 

Society Cotswolds have 

been successfully 

collaborating for a 

number of years to 

offer a bursary for one 

Year 13 Art student – 

kindly donated by 

TASC. The bursary can 

be used towards 

equipment and books 

to help the student 

start their higher 

education in the arts. It was a very difficult choice this year as 

the calibre of our Year 13 Art students is incredibly high. 

However, we are pleased to announce that this year’s 

recipient of the bursary is Sophie Tate. The announcement 

was made at the recent KS5 Celebration Evening by TASC 

Chairman, Carolyn Walton, and Sophie will be attending an 

awards ceremony and exhibition later this year to receive her 

bursary officially. 

If you would like to see the beautiful work our Year 13 

Art students have completed then please come and celebrate 

with them at the Art/Tech Exhibition evening held on 

Thursday 20 June. 

Sports news: As many of you may have seen our MUGA 

surface has recently had a fantastic upgrade to an all-weather 

sand-dressed Astroturf pitch. This is a great addition to the 

sports facilities already at the School and will provide an 

opportunity within school and the wider community to take 

part in sports such as hockey and tennis. 

MFL news: Jake Briggs (Year 10) has been selected to take 

part in a two week German Language course in July. The 

courses are run by the Pädagogischer Austauschdienst and 

administered by UK-German Connection. Jake will be 

spending two weeks in a Bavarian school. He will also be 

taking part in various cultural visits and has to undertake 

some work as an ambassador for German in a primary school 

when he returns. He has done amazingly well to be awarded 

a place as there are only 12 places available to Year 10 

students across the entire country! 

CNPS news: Extra Time LAMDA Clubs Years 7-9 Forty of our 

hardworking LAMDA Club students sat their exams at the 

end of March. We 

are delighted to 

announce that all of 

the students passed 

their LAMDA exam 

with distinction. 

Well done to you 

all for your hard 

work and com-

mitment.  

Year 4 & 5 AIM Drama Workshop We welcomed 27 Year 4 

& 5 pupils to Chipping Norton School to take part in a Drama 

Workshop, led 

by Mr Franklin. 

Mr Franklin 

showed the 

pupils a picture 

of a young 

person sitting 

alone begging, 

and asked the 

groups to 

make a freeze 

frame based 

on this image. The groups came up with lots of interesting 

ideas about why a young person might be begging in the 

streets and what their character’s reaction to him/her might 

be. After their initial freeze frame the pupils were asked to put 

a ‘thought track’ into words and create a short piece to act 

for their peers. Mr Franklin was impressed with their range of 

thoughts and confident performances.  

Year 4 Modern Foreign Languages Festival An enthusiastic 

bunch of Year 4s recently took part in the MFL Festival. This 

festival is led by Mrs 

Brocklebank and her 

department and the 

pupils are able to take 

part in activities and 

games whilst learning 

new languages. One of 

the highlights for most 

of the pupils (not all of 

them!) is the 

opportunity to taste 

lots of different 

cheeses. The workshops are led by our talented Year 12 

Language Leaders with Year 7 – 9 students in charge of getting 

the groups from classroom to classroom on time.  

Town Nursery 
The youngest children in the nursery are developing some 

very good gardening skills. They enjoy looking at the tulips and 

anemones they planted last year and in April we took some 

children to Applegarth Nursery and bought some dahlias and 

lilies to plant. We also sprinkled some seeds around the plants 

and watering them has become a very favourite activity. As the 

summer progresses this group will be preparing for their 

move downstairs in September. They are learning to sit on 
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open sided chairs, to pour their own drinks and to peel pieces 

of banana. The confident walkers are now able to walk over 

to the field and are learning to 

use wrist straps and walk without 

holding onto a buggy. As part of 

our indoor activities we have a 

number of small boxes that 

contain interesting one-to-one or 

small group activities. The 

children have been developing 

their concentration as they 

investigate the different contents, 

many of which encourage the 

children to manipulate items and 

explore textures. The boxes have 

proved to be very popular towards the end of the day when 

the children have exhausted most of the other activities on 

offer. 

St Mary’s Primary  
Modern Foreign Language Festival: Year 4 children 

attended the 

Festival at 

Chipping Norton 

School where 

they got to learn 

French, German, 

Spanish, Italian 

and Russian. The 

children even got 

to sample cheese 

and try to guess 

which country it 

came from. Two 

leaders from 

Chipping Norton School helped with each activity. A fun 

afternoon was had by all. 

Author visit: Mrs Weaver reports, We were thrilled to 

welcome author, 

illustrator and 

stand-up comic 

Olaf Falafel with 

his new book It’s 
one giant leek for 
mankind. Olaf is 

celebrating the 

50th anniversary 

of the moon 

landings by 

visiting 50 

schools around 

the UK and St 

Mary’s was 

fortunate enough to be chosen! All the children were hugely 

entertained by Olaf’s tales of illustrating and loved sharing the 

story with him. They also learnt about the space landing itself 

and Olaf even gave them a drawing lesson! One child said, ‘I 

loved learning to draw the moon baboon’ and another added 

his favourite bit was ‘seeing the video of the real astronaut 

take off ’. What an amazing opportunity and we are very 

grateful to Olaf for his fantastic visit. 

Holy Trinity Primary 
Modern Foreign Languages: The Year 4 children had a 

great time learning different languages and especially enjoyed 

trying different French cheeses. It was great fun and the 

enthusiasm was infectious! Megan W reported, ‘We learnt 

numbers to 10 in Spanish and animals in French. It was great 

fun’. Thank you to CN School for organising the event. 

May Procession: The whole school enjoyed a beautiful May 

Procession on 10 May. We celebrated Mary with a selection of 

prayers, poems, artwork, hymns and a demonstration of how 

the Rosary is said. The service was respectfully presided over 

by our May Queen, Olivia D, and her male attendants who all 

completed their Holy Communion last year. ‘I like how it 

brings the whole school together’, Evie Year 5. ‘I enjoyed 

performing the poems with expression’, Isla Year 5. 

Easter: It was lovely to celebrate the beginning of the 

summer term with a whole school Mass. The Mass was led by 

Year 5 and the choir sang beautifully. The Mass ended with a 
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resounding rendition of Resurrection Rock. The Easter Egg 

Raffle, yet again, was a great success, with over 60 children 

winning an egg, and all children receiving a little egg. A massive 

thank you to the PTA for donating the eggs for this event. 

Kingham Hill Choir Competition: The children sang their 

hearts out, performing, Count on Me by Bruno Marrs and I am 
the Earth by Glyn Lehmann. Our pianist, Helen Payne, 

commented, ‘I believed every word they were singing.’ ‘We 

didn’t win but we were still amazing. While we were waiting 

for the judges to decide, the gospel choir sang and they were 

really good. We also got a free ice cream!’ Jess B, Year 4. 

A big thank you to our PTA for their fundraising efforts 

with teas at Chastleton House and our recent comedy night. 

At the time of going to press, we are looking forward to our 

School Fete on Saturday 18 May..  
Chadlington Primary  

On 7 May, all the Key Stage 

One pupils at the School 

went to Kingsmere 

Community Centre on the 

outskirts of Bicester to take 

part in a Music Festival with 

Nick Cope. There were 7 

local schools re-presented, 

including a fantastic 

contingent from Chadlington. 

Weeks of practice, and then an energetic morning with Nick 

Cope, culminated in a superb performance in front of a 

packed out audience. Here Nick Cope led the children in song 

as they made a round of applause for the dinosaurs, took us 

into a forest where we met a dragon called Keith, saw a little 

lizard standing on a rock, and learnt all about Hugh the 

Hedgehog. Hugh is trying to cross the A32, and has a narrow 

escape from the onrushing traffic, saved purely by the state of 

the council’s roads, full of cracks and holes, that Hugh rolls 

into. Phew for Hugh! It was a wonderful occasion, full of 

laughter and gave all of the children a valuable lesson in 

performance and song. A super way to kick off the summer.  

Bledington Primary  
Green class had a crime writing workshop led by Children’s 

author Robin Stevens. This inspired them to write their own 

mystery stories which were submitted to Robin for reading. The 

stories were collated into a book with other pupils’ work called 

Primary School Shorts. Green class were excited to go to the 

book launch at St Mary’s Parish Rooms in Chipping Norton as 

part of the ChipLitFest. Robin presented our pupils with 

individual copies of their book and they also listened to a short 

talk by the writer and poet John Dougherty. A huge thank you 

to Milly Weaver and the Chipping Norton Literary Festival 

organisers for enabling Bledington to take part in this project. 

All our pupils recently took part in the Bledington Spring 

Flower show by submitting entries into the different 

children’s classes. We are delighted to announce that the 

Easter Bunny Collage was won by Macy Ratcliffe whilst Daisy 

Shaw won first prize for her Easter Bunny drawing. Flavia 

Abbate came first with her poem entitled ‘From the top of my 

tree I can see…’ and Claudia Goldie won the Wendy Scott 

Cup for best handwriting. 

Windrush Valley School 
Theatre performance: Chipping Norton Theatre was the 

fantastic venue for our annual Easter performance, this year a 

take on Robin Hood; Hoodwinked! After intense auditions and 

weeks of rehearsal, the children were wished the theatrical 

‘break a leg’ message of good luck before putting on their 

costumes and stage make-up. They performed to a sell-out 

crowd, they acted, sang and danced their way through the 

traditional tale of robbing the rich to give to the poor! 

Sports round up: We’ve not let the changing weather 

dampen our spirits, seeing the netball, football and cross-

country teams out and about representing the School. We had 

an impressive four teams take part in our own 6-a-side 

football tournament, with our U9s being pipped at the post in 

the final. We’re looking forward to stepping out again this 
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term, representing the School in cross-country, triathlon, 

swimming and our own sports day. 

Shiver me timbers….. it’s the Foundation Unit! Our recent 

topics have been Endangered Animals and Pirates. The 

children have painted elephants, rhinos and rainforest trees, 

creating an impressive wall display showcasing their work. 

They’ve also 

been learning 

about sea life, 

dressed as 

pirates, learnt 

some sea 

shanties and 

even made 

their own 

pirate ship! 

Impressively 

they turned their sandpit into a treasure island, hunting for 

buried treasure.  

Kingham Hill School 
Choirs shine at ninth annual Junior Choir Competition: 

Last week Kingham Hill School was very pleased to welcome 

four junior school choirs to the School Chapel for its ninth 

annual choir competition. Choirs from Emmanuel Christian, 

Holy Trinity Primary, Dormer House and Wychwood Primary 

schools took to the stage to compete for the three prizes on 

offer. Judging the closely matched contest were the three 

expert adjudicators, Dan Chambers, Claire Bradshaw, and 

Hilary Tadman-Robins. With vast experience teaching Chapel 

music, performing in operas across the country and directing 

choirs, our judges relished the opportunity to see so many 

talented young singers in action. Following a wide range of 

performances, including traditional choral hymns, pop 

numbers and original songs, the judges retired to make the 

difficult decision on the category winners. While waiting for 

the results the choirs and guests were thoroughly entertained 

by a giant sing-along exercise with our Gospel Choir and a 

number of energetic performances from the Choir. Next our 

competing choirs waited nervously for the big announcement 

from the head adjudicator, Claire Bradshaw. After close 

competition, Wychwood Primary was awarded the Most 

Technically Proficient Performance, Dormer House the Best 

Unison Performance, with Dormer House then receiving the 

trophy for Best Overall Choir. 

Congratulations to the competing schools for some 

wonderful performances; we enjoyed welcoming everyone to 

Kingham Hill School. 

Sibford School  
Sibford Students’ 102 mile charity walk: Two Sixth 

Form students from 

Sibford School suc-

cessfully walked 102 miles 

along the Cotswold Way, 

from Bath to Chipping 

Campden in a bid to raise 

money for the Cystic 

Fibrosis Trust. Henry and 

Dominic completed their 

walk at 10pm on Sunday 7 

April after setting off from 

Bath Abbey in the early 

hours of Saturday 

morning. Dominic said 

'The walk was great but 

very tough. We did end up having to sleep, but only for two 

hours from 5 until 7am. In total we walked for 37 hours.' Toby 

Spence, Head Teacher said 'This is a brilliant achievement. I 

never doubted them, what a remarkable feat of endurance!' 

So far the pair have raised over £6,600. You can still support 

them here: https://www.justgiving.com/dom-mills  

Open Events:  
Saturday 15 June – Annual Open Day. 9.30am 

Friday 21 June – Free early Years Stay & Play session. 10.30am 

Children aged 3/4 are invited to join us for a free Treasure 

Hunt play session to learn more about what Sibford School 

Early Years has to offer.  

Call Elspeth on 01295 781203 to book a place on either event. 
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Petition for HGV Bypass action 
The County and District Councils are forcing Chipping 

Norton to accept a new link road which goes nowhere and 

does not help the increasing road traffic nor polluted air in 

the centre of our lovely town. What can we do to stop this 

outrage? We (Laetisia Carter, Mike Cahill and I) are forming a 

Chipping Norton Bypass Action Group and are not convinced 

that the County Council’s traffic survey was totally correct in 

stating 50% of traffic went south and 50% of traffic went 

north. The people of Chippy want through traffic HGVs, 

particularly on the A44 north to south, to go around the 

outside of the Town, hence greatly reducing the polluted air in 

the Horsefair area. To this end we request volunteers to help 

us count the vehicles (1hr stint only). Plus people to help 

gather signatures for our online petition campaign to 

Oxfordshire County Council to finally take action for a better 

HGV route that deals with A44 traffic – see 

www.you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/chipping-norton-bypass.  

I'm the contact for any helpers – call me on 07887 735011 or 

send an email to me via gordon.aum@gmail.com 

Gordon Brown 

Thanks from new District Councillor 
The results of recent local elections 

mean that all three of Chippy’s District 

Councillors are now members of the 

Labour and of the Co-operative parties. 

You also elected eight Labour Town 

Councillors making us the majority 

party. This Labour team redresses what 

was an imbalance in terms of gender, 

age, interests and expertise. We made 

clear to you, through leaflets and on the 

doorstep, that our wish is to work with you to make our 

town an even better place to live. You told us how much you 

valued the work of those councillors who were already in 

post and appreciated the monthly ‘Drop-in’ surgeries. You 

know what we all stand for and that we will take action on air 

pollution, we will not allow developers to dictate all aspects 

of housing developments, we will support those who seek to 

return Chippy Hospital to its original status. Thank you for the 

vote of confidence, we look forward to working with you.  

Mike Cahill chippylabour2017@aol.com  

Election information 
Three enormous cheers for the Chipping Norton News for 

providing the bible for the Town Council Elections. Just as well, 

because we got no other information through the door about 

any of the Town Council Candidates. There were a number of 

people who came to vote yesterday (I was a presiding officer 

at the Town Hall vote) either armed with their copy of the 

Chippy News or a list they had made as a result of reading the 

News. I even sent some people away to buy copies so they 

came back better informed. The News played an extremely 

valuable part in this election and therefore a vital part in the 

future of the Town. Best wishes and many grateful thanks.  

Martin Hannant  

Shuttle bus a lifeline 
I would like to give a huge thanks to all volunteer 

drivers and everyone involved in running the community 

shuttle bus around Chippy. They are a lifeline to many 

people and it is much appreciated. They provide a 

cheerful and much needed service to the Town. 

H Brown 

Dogs in the park – again 
Steve Williams, (May letters) makes a strong case regarding 

dogs in the recreation ground. 

We overlook the park - many dog 

walkers keep their dogs on a lead, 

but many do not. It isn’t unusual 

to see one walker with up to 4 

dogs running free so that it is 

impossible to watch them all. It 

comes down to responsibility by 

all - particularly in respect of children’s health. My wife and I 

were crossing recently when 4 people entered with two dogs 

running loose. One defecated copiously whilst the group 

walked on. We called out, to which a `gentleman’ replied 

aggressively `Oh, you mean he’s had a s**t? We asked if he 

would pick it up as it is a children’s play area. He replied he 

didn’t care and we should p**s off! Luckily, one lady, looking 

embarrassed, did pick up. Let us hope that if this individual has 

children, they do not contract Toxocariasis from dog faeces! 

Name and address supplied 

I’m writing again on this issue. I take my dog and children to 

the park together. I would be disappointed if a full dog ban 

was placed on the park area, where our dog remains on the 

lead at all times – so that we are aware if he does a mess 

and to prevent him from greeting other children or adults. 

We walk him off lead at the far end (church side), away from 

park users who may not like dogs. Unfortunately I have 

recently picked up other people’s dog mess from around the 

play areas. I’m shocked people let their dog into the toddler 

park, running free, despite the sign on the gate! If people 

want to continue to bring their dogs to the park area, then 

please pick up your dog’s mess and be considerate. I’m sure 

you trust your dog, but it’s simply not fair to expect others 

to feel the same. If this keeps happening there will be more 

complaints and dogs will be banned altogether.  

Jodie Green 

Theatre tickets for EU citizens 
I was very disappointed to see Chipping Norton Theatre 

offering free tickets to all EU27 citizens. The claim was to 

make everyone feel welcome and part of our community. Yet 

it is blatantly discriminatory. Why only EU citizens? What 

about those in our community from other European nations 

or the rest of the world and what about people from 

Commonwealth nations? I would argue that Commonwealth 

citizens, in particular, have done far more for our culture 

than the EU27. Ah I hear you say, but the EU gives money to 

the arts. But let’s be clear the EU has not given the arts in 

this country one penny that this country had not previously 

given to the EU. Come on you Chipping Norton Theatre 

staff and management, be fair to everyone living here and 

stop this discrimination. Otherwise it looks rather like a 

cheap political stunt and detracts from the work you do. 

Clive Hill  

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.



June (News out TUESDAY 28 May)  

1st The Fibre Festival 10am-4pm Middle Row - see p17 

Sunshine Cat Rescue Book Sale 11am-2pm CN 

Town Hall see p6 

Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 Village Hall see p7 

Chadlington Beer Festival noon-11pm see p15 

2nd Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church - see p28   

Churchill Fun Dog Show & Fete noon-4pm see p15 

Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p27 

3rd Rhyme Time 10.30-11am at the Library see p10 

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p27 

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  Garden Visit  - see p29 

6th RBL D Day Ceremony of Remembrance 7pm London 

Road War Memorial see p24 

7th A Swinging 40s Night 7pm-midnight Crown & Cushion - 

see p24  

CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see 

below 

8th Screen by the Green in Churchill - see p9 

10th Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p25 

12th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Highlands 

13th CN Amnesty 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - Talk about Oxfam’s 

work in Yemen - see p25 

14th Lawrence Home Nursing Team Golf - Annual Golf 

Day & Gala in memory of Jane Phillips see p14 

Enstone Summer Party 7pm-midnight see p15 
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a cheque for £20 annual subscription, made payable to The Chipping Norton News to 
Gay Holden 3 Cox Lane, Chipping Norton OX7 5YA  

Advertising and Sponsorship 
The Chipping Norton News, with a circulation of over 2000, welcomes financial support 
from local businesses. For information about advertising (from £30 for an eighth of a 
page) please contact Sandra Cash (07787 925133).

The Chipping Norton News is printed on environmentally approved paper

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Tel: 01608 643219           Email: chippymail@aol.com 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/chippynews  Blog: www.chippynews.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/chippynews

15th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

16th Swifts’ Awards Afternoon  see p21  

18th CN Probus 11am Crown and Cushion see p25 

19th Climate Change Public Meeting organised by Transition 

Chipping Norton 7.30 Methodist Hall see p4  

21st Lido Summer Solstice Celebration 7.30-11pm see p12 

22-23 Natwest Rugbyforce Weekend at the Rugby Club - 
help prepare the Club for next season - see p22 

23rd President’s Day Cricket Match at CN Cricket Club 

see p23  

28th National Care Home Open Day see p11  

29th Lawrence Home Nursing Team Proms, Picnic & 
Fireworks - Songs from Broadway & Last Night of the 

Proms Finale - Kingham Primary School see p14 

Charlbury Beer Festival noon-10pm see p15 

30th CHIPPING NORTON TOWN FESTIVAL 11am-

8.30pm - see advert on back page 

July/August (News out Monday 24 June)  

2nd Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p27 

3rd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  Nature Reserve Visit see p29 

6th Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 Village Hall see p7 

Wychwood Chorale Concert 7.30 St Kenelm’s Church 

Enstone - see p16 

Leisure Centre Open Day - see refurbished gym & new 

facilities plus taster sessions - see p20 

7th Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p27 

DIARY

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT HOW WE 
MAKE THE NEWS? 

The Chippy News is a community newspaper that’s served the 
Town for over 40 years. Would you like to join a lively team of 
volunteers to ‘make the news’? Contact us to find out more – 
details below.

See also p15 for other Fetes, Festivals & Open Gardens etc
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Sunday 30th June 2019, 11am – 8.30pm 
It’s nearly here! Looking forward to a great day together at this year’s Town 

Festival. Programmes & raffle tickets will be on sale at The Co-op                         
from Saturday 22nd June. 

We have a great line-up for the day including Apollo Syndrome, Atticus, Cloud 9, Good Intent,                   
Amy Bee, Grace, Jasmine Faulkner, Neva Mynd, Rhythm is Life, St Mary’s School Singing Club                    

and The Folk, Gospel & Blues Band. 

There will be children’s rides, food, vintage cars and a wide  variety of stalls to browse.   
Keep up-to-date with the latest news on facebook@chippingnortontownfestival. 

For any further enquiries, please email cntownfestival@gmail.com. 

LOCAL NEWS

Chipping Norton’s Community Orchard was 

blessed with some wonderful weather – with about 

150 people enjoyed the delights of the orchard to 

celebrate Blossom Day on Sunday 12 May. It was 

picnicking on the grass, dancing to the Folk Band 

Franglais, marvelling at the pole lathe and going back 

in time with traditional Morris Dancing from 

Charlbury and Finstock.   

Sunny Blossom Day 
brings out the bees!

A swarm of bees caused a 

temporary diversion but 

fortunately moved off to find 

their new home elsewhere. 

These welcome pollinators 

reminded us of the 

importance of insects to a 

successful harvest in the 

Autumn. Join us at Apple Day, 

on 20 October and Pick Your 

own before then. 
  Heather Leonard                  

The DIARY is on p35


