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The Church team, led by Rev’d 

James Kennedy, want more space 

for youth work, community 

meetings, and helping the 

vulnerable. Plans for the listed 

Market Street site include  a ‘café-

style’ drop-in area, rooms for 

church staff and social meetings, 

plus office space to let. 

The Church say this all fits with 

being more visible and accessible – 

while helping reduce any negative 

impact of empty High Street 

buildings. Plans inside the Church 

include removing pews, upgrading 

floors and heating, and providing 

catering facilities. More on p2. 
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A new dawn for Chippy?

News & Features in this issue:  
Town expansion starts – important questions 
about plans for 1200 new homes, including threats 
to our Roman heritage – your views wanted. 

Town tax rises – latest on council tax rises, business 
rate changes and Town Council spending plans  

Football Club ‘rip-off ’ – the BBC Panorama probe 
and a new 31 January Town Hall meeting

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools & Letters   

Major community investment by St Mary’s Church
New Town ‘Hub’

Our local stargazers watch the sunset – but will 

2019 bring us a new dawn?  
See p27 for latest update from Chippy’s Amateur Astronomers.

A New Year brings some good news for Chippy and its town centre – with the 
Church buying the empty NatWest building as a community hub. With it 

come exciting plans for transforming our historic church into a more flexible 
and accessible space, open to all the community.

A Valentine’s treat?  
If chocolate 
be the food 
of love…            
we ask 

Whistlers’ 
aspiring 

MasterChef, 
profiled on p21, for 

a seductive dessert plus 
there’s a poem ‘with love’.

Photo: Robin Smitten
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Investing in Chippy’s Community 
St Mary’s Church in Chipping Norton is bringing a ‘community hub’ to Market Street’s NatWest 
building and opening up our historic church – a major boost for town facilities. The News Team’s 

Roger Sinclair and Rev’d James Kennedy explain: 

A tradition of serving community 
Throughout 800 years, St Mary’s 

Church has adapted to meet the 

changing needs of Chipping Norton 

and, throughout the centuries, the 

church’s people have also gone out 

actively serving the community 

physically and materially by 

establishing schools, almshouses, 

facilities for the vulnerable and 

various charitable bodies. St Mary’s 

current vision is to continue this long 

tradition and to dig deep, rising to the 

challenge of meeting the new needs 

of today’s generations as they pursue 

their mission of ‘sharing the life-

changing love of Jesus, serving our whole community’. How 

do they see this happening? 

Thriving new town centre ‘hub’  
Firstly they are acquiring the former NatWest building on 

Market Street and transforming it into a vibrant centre of 

social activity serving the community, and into a visible and 

accessible source of practical support for the most vulnerable 

in town. The motivation behind this vision arises out of 

concern about: 

• The growing material and social needs of the most 

vulnerable and rising social isolation and loneliness across 

all sectors of the community    

• The inaccessibility and invisibility of current church 

buildings for those who most need support, and current 

lack of space within them from which to deliver outward-

facing ministries cohesively 

• The lack of space within existing church buildings for 

developing youth work, plus a growing church staff team 

who are serving those in greatest need, but who currently 

have limited support space 

• The negative impact of vacant buildings on our High 

Street, but an increasing number of small businesses/social 

action groups seeking versatile rented workspace  

So what would this new hub in the centre of the community 

look like? At its heart will be a versatile multi-purpose 

meeting space, offering a warm and hospitable, child-friendly, 

café-style drop-in area in front, and a combination of open 

space and small meeting rooms behind, to facilitate expansion 

of existing ministries and cater better for groups and courses. 

The three other floors would accommodate a fully-equipped 

catering kitchen, office space and meeting rooms for the 

existing 15-strong staff team, and also separately accessed 

rentable office space.  

Equipping the church for the future  
The second part of the vision concerns the existing church 

building itself, enhancing it to serve better as a place of 

worship and as a valuable resource for the Town, equipped for 

today’s and future generations. 

Enhancements within the church will 

attend to the lack seating flexibility 

and the fact that only about a third 

of the available seating enables 

people to see the front and fully 

engage during services and other 

community events. Equally they will 

at long last address the long history 

of complaints from all users about 

the exceptionally uncomfortable 

pews, and the inadequate heating 

system. In addition, the necessary 

alterations will include a proper, but 

appropriately designed and disguised, 

catering facility within the church 

from which to offer hospitality on Sundays and at community 

events when required, and a long overdue making-good of the 

uneven flooring. Meanwhile all possibilities for improving car 

parking and traffic flow to and from the church will be 

explored. 

For more information or if you’d like to support these projects, 
please contact alastair.ewer@stmaryscnorton.com or 
vicar@stmaryscnorton.com. 

Alastair Ewer (project manager) and Rev’d James 
Kennedy in front of the NatWest building

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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affordable housing, traffic calming, community buses and a 

local school car park. Local car enthusiast Jeremy Clarkson is 

apparently supporting the new proposal. 

Launch of Town History Trail 
Chipping Norton Town Council launched its new Town 

History Trail at a Town Hall reception in December. The Trail, 

to be marked by new plaques, notes 25 places around town 

and occupiers of the relevant properties were invited to the 

launch. Mayoress Peta Simmons led development of the Trail, 

with a Town Council ‘Town Trail’ committee which included 

support from past-Mayor and Honorary Citizen John 

Grantham, and local historian Jan Cliffe – co-author, with 

Oxford historian Adrienne Rosen, of a recent, meticulously 

researched book The Making of Chipping Norton –- a guide to 
its buildings and history to 1750. 

Many plaques will be on listed buildings and so official consent 

had to be obtained – with information submitted on their 

exact placement, in agreement with building owners. New 

light grey plaques were on show at the launch but they will 

have to be sent back. Peta told the News that the Town 

Council had chosen this colour but a condition for listed 

building consent, obtained by WODC, was that they should be 

a golden Cotswold stone colour called ‘Travetine’ so a new 

batch will have to be made. The Town Council hopes to have 

the plaques up by Easter ready for the tourist season.  

The Trail is accompanied with a new brochure and Trail 

map which includes a total of 50 landmarks around town 

including those with plaques. 500 copies have been printed 

and Peta hopes to have them available in The Guildhall, The 

Town Hall, Jaffé & Neale Bookshop, the Library and the 

Museum. The brochure should be on the Town Council 

website under a new visitor information section. Chipping 

Norton made up to £2000 available for the project and West 

Oxfordshire provided a £500 heritage project grant.  

BBC’s football club probe 
Since 2013, the News has covered a dozen stories about how 

private company, Minotaur, got involved at Chipping Norton’s 

football ground and social club which, while owning the land 

and assets, had been struggling financially. In summary, a 

‘financial rescue’ saw debts being paid but all the significantly 

more valuable land and assets, including a new clubhouse and 

proceeds from land sale to developers, going under the 

control of Minotaur’s owner, businessman Glyn Jones. The 

new ‘clubhouse’ is now rented commercially to a private 

Spreading the News online 
Would you like to come and help the Chippy News 
Team ‘spread the word’ on social media? 

The News is run by volunteers as a 

club ‘by and for the community’ – the 

AGM and reception in the Town Hall 

at Christmas welcomed the Mayor, 

Mayoress, supporters and readers and 

celebrated a successful year. Over 

2000 copies of the News are bought 

(and hopefully read!) every month 

around the Town. As well as the print version, the News has 

been ‘online’ in recent years with website 

www.chippynews.org (which includes past issues and the 

Guide to Local Contacts produced by the News Team which 

is also available at the Guildhall One Stop Shop), Facebook 

page www.facebook.com/ChippyNews/ and twitter 

@chippynews. 

We want to make better use of our 

online presence – not to replace 

the paper but to support it, 

making sure we spread up to 

date important town information – 

such as urgent public meetings and public appeals for 

comment.Would you or your friends be interested in helping 

with the editing and running of all this? Any social media 

expertise welcome but enthusiasts eager to learn are just as 

welcome – the News Team are all enthusiastic amateurs! Give 

Jill a call on 643219 or email chippymail@aol.com 

£130m classic car museum  
Down the road from Chipping Norton, at Enstone Airfield, 

plans for a £130m classic car museum are being revived with 

the backing of renowned architect, Norman Foster. Peter 

Mullin, a 77-year-old classic car collector and philanthropist 

from California, wants to build the attraction on 160 acres at 

Enstone, near Soho Farmhouse, Blenheim Palace, and other 

visitor ‘destinations’. Original proposals to WODC, including 

28 holiday lodges, were withdrawn in June after around 250 

local objections, particularly about traffic. Now revised plans 

have been submitted. The bold museum design could see 200 

classic cars dating back to the 1920s, and over 100 jobs 

created. Virtual reality would bring exhibits to life, perhaps in 

partnership with the likes of Pixar, Microsoft and Disney, 

alongside a landscaped road for visitors to see cars in action. 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England claimed the large new 

homes may not be suitable for the holiday market. The initial 

WODC officer’s report said ‘This is an unusual proposal of a 

potentially internationally significant scale with anticipated 

visitor numbers of several hundred thousand per year’. In the 

new application, around £1.7m of funds arising from the 

project, previously earmarked for restoration of Tew Park, are 

now being directed at ‘local concerns’ around Enstone, such as 

Pictured at the Trail launch l-r John Grantham, Peta Simmons, 
Mayor Don Davidson and Jan Cliffe
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fortnightly wheeled-bin collections. To sign up, call 01993 

861025 or online at www.westoxon.gov.uk/garden. 

Windmill Square shops open 
It looks like all 

systems go for 

opening the new 

shops on the 

London Road at 

the (newly 

named) Windmill 

Square Retail Park in 

Chipping Norton. First to 

open was Costa Coffee on 

Saturday 19 January, 

though Head Office had 

not been not completely 

sure, as the company had 

split from its former 

parent, Whitbread, the day 

we called and systems 

were ‘all over the place’! 

Next in line was Pets Corner, who confirmed the opening 

date as Wednesday 23 January. Property Director Simon 

Forrest said, ‘Our store will stock our full range of natural pet 

food and pet accessories. We will also be installing our dog 

grooming salon Dogwood’. Despite many emails to Mountain 

Warehouse, a reply was still awaited when writing this.  

Marks & Spencer’s new Foodhall opens at 10am on 

Wednesday 30 January led by store manager Lewis Tea and 44 

colleagues. To celebrate the opening, M&S Chipping Norton 

will be giving away exclusive Golden Tickets to the first 200 

customers – including £5 and £25 ‘spend today’ vouchers, one 

£200 and two £100 Gift Cards. M&S say they ‘will offer 

thousands of food products, ranging from dinner favourites – 

such as M&S’s Detroit Pizzas and Rich Steak Lasagne – 

through to the seasonal innovations you’d expect from the 

retailer who brought the avocado to the UK. Customers will 

be able to enjoy the recently unveiled vegan range, Plant 

Kitchen, which includes Cauliflower Popcorn, Pulled Jackfruit 

Pizzas and Mushroom Stroganoff.’ M&S will also offer a Click 

and Collect service for M&S non-food products available 

online such as clothing. Opening hours are Monday-Saturday 

8am-8pm and Sunday 10am-4pm. Park your cars there early 

as spaces will be filled quickly! 

Great Rollright Market 
The next Great Rollright Markets are on Saturday 2 February 

and 2 March at the Village Hall, 9.30–12.30. The market is ‘not 

for profit’ and was set up to provide a community focus when 

the Village shop closed. The sale of the bacon rolls supports the 

education of a vulnerable young person in Uganda, the coffee 

raises funds for the Village Church, the stalls support the Village 

Hall and provide an outlet for the talents and skills of a whole 

range of local makers and doers, and are a warm space for a 

hot drink and chat! You can buy everything for your weekend, 

all produced or grown locally. So no unnecessary plastics or 

miles on the road …come and check it out! 

nursery. The pitch remains abandoned – and potentially a site 

for future lucrative housing.  

The BBC’s Panorama, after tip-offs from Chipping Norton 

sources, investigated and found at least 37 similar situations 

involving Mr Jones – working men’s, social and sports clubs – 

most with assets that were sold. The BBC found around 90% 

had complaints, many saying they were cheated. Accusations 

included misleading information, high fees and local 

community trustees pressurised to sign deals with insufficient 

scrutiny of paperwork. The programme saw Tym Soper from 

the Magpies, Wes Harris (one of the original trustees) and 

former Mayor Mike Tysoe all interviewed. Tym likened the 

Chippy process to ‘a distraction burglary’. Wes was upset they 

had not received copies of any paperwork they had signed. 

The BBC tracked down one signed document formalising the 

club’s assets transfer to ‘Chipping Norton Sports and Social 

Club Ltd’ which, it turned out, was a new company registered 

and owned indirectly by Glyn Jones through Minotaur. 

In spite of being ‘doorstepped’ by the BBC, Glyn Jones 

simply referred to solicitors and has always said any 

allegations of dishonesty are entirely and robustly refuted. To 

view the BBC Panorama documentary, follow the link: 

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bv1tmv. A new public meeting 

has been called (see box below). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Garden waste subscriptions 
You can now sign up for garden waste collections, or renew 

your annual subscription to the service with WODC. 

Although the new collection year starts from 1 April 2019, 

residents signing up before the end of February can be sure 

of having their licence in time for the beginning of the new 

subscription year. The cost remains at £30 per bin a year for 

Chipping Norton Town                     
Football Club 

Town Hall Public Meeting 
8-10pm Thursday 31 January 2019 

Many of you will have noted the BBC 

Panorama investigation into the 

involvement of Mr Glyn Jones and his 

associated organisations regarding 

Chipping Norton Town Football 

Club and the Social Club. The newly 

formed committee of Chipping 

Norton Town Football Club held a 

public/town meeting on 15 February 2017, 

since when the club/committee have continually been 

investigating and working with other organisations/clubs 

regarding this matter. We apologise for not being more 

open and transparent with the local community regarding 

our investigation and findings but, as you can imagine, we 

needed to wait until the BBC Panorama documentary had 

been aired. We now propose to hold an additional public 

meeting to openly detail and discuss our current situation 

and future options. This is a public meeting, open to all and 

will not be filmed. Feel free to pass on this information. The 

Club would also like to thank sincerely local residents and 

community for all their support regarding our 

cumbersome and complex situation. Please feel free to 

contact the Club directly via adam.hunt99@live.com. 

Adam Hunt, CNTFC 

Brenda Hayden 
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Mayor James Kitcher-Jones reminds everyone that in May all 

16 Town Council seats are up for election. He encourages all 

residents interested in the Town’s future to consider standing 

as a town councillor to help (as volunteers) carry out 

important work and represent a wide-range of views.  

Council tax to hit empty properties 
Partly in response to concerns about shortage of homes, 

WODC Cabinet are deciding changes to Council Tax Long 

Term Empty Premiums to encourage occupation of empty 

residential properties. Currently empty property owners pay 

50% Council Tax. From April, properties empty for 2 years will 

pay full Council Tax; properties empty for 5 years will pay 

double Council Tax and those empty for 10 

years or more – 300% Council Tax. There 

are currently 46 properties unoccupied and 

unfurnished for more than 2 years in the 

District. Whilst this will bring a small 

additional revenue to WODC, the main aim 

is to encourage owners of empty homes to 

bring them back into productive use. 

More local business                      
rate relief 
With hard hit small shopkeepers in mind, 

WODC Councillors plan to reduce 

Business Rates for  2 years for shops with a 

rateable value under £51,000. The relief of one third of rates 

will be available providing that they have had no other State 

Aid exceeding Euros 200k in the last 3 years. This applies to 

shops (including opticians, Post Offices), services (eg hair 

salons, shoe repairs, travel agents, dry cleaners) and 

restaurants, takeaways, sandwich shops, coffee shops, pubs and 

bars. Financial, professional and medical services are excluded. 

The Council estimates that some 353 West Oxfordshire 

businesses could potentially benefit. Members were deciding 

whether to exclude charity shops from this relief as in most 

cases they receive 80% charitable relief anyway – an advantage 

over other high street traders. Business properties empty for 

3 months pay no rates, but listed buildings (like most in 

Chippy’s centre), can remain empty with no charge. So not 

much incentive there for landlords to rush to find new 

occupiers. 

So some good news for retailers. There are 42 small 

businesses in Chipping Norton’s centre that currently benefit 

from Small Business Relief, including shops, restaurants, offices 

and services. All are small local independent traders. Nearly 20 

businesses receive no financial support – half are national 

chains and half local businesses. This new move will give rate 

relief to some larger businesses including national or 

international chains. James Kitcher-Jones of Cotswold Letting 

explains, ‘At present small businesses with a rateable value of 

£12,000 or less receive 100% business rates relief. Property 

value is set by the Valuation Office Agency, taking into account 

property age, rent and lease length. So ultimately a range of 

businesses – larger and small – will benefit, but a strong town 

centre will be made up of businesses of differing size and style.

2019/20 Council tax rises 
It looks like Chippy’s Band D taxpayers will have to find 

another £76 next year – with their tax rising 4.2% from £1810 

to £1886. Final decisions are awaited. Three taxing authorities 

have asked the public for their views on the proposed rises: 

Oxfordshire County Council (2.99% rise to £1469), Police 

(13.2% to £206) and West Oxfordshire (5.3% to £99.38). 

Chipping Norton’s Town Council did not consult with public. 

Mayor Don Davidson said other councils have ‘vastly greater’ 

staff resources, but said the 2019/20 budget was ‘fully 

discussed in Council Committees’. It was then tabled and 

agreed at the full December Council meeting. The Town 

Council are raising their Band D take by 3.83% to £111.62.  

Town Council’s 
increased spending 
Our Town Council’s latest rise 

follows     5 years in which ‘Band D’ 

taxpayers have seen the Town’s 

share rise from £62 to the current 

£107.50 (up 74%) – easily 

overtaking that charged by WODC, 

whose 5 year increase was capped 

to only 16%. Over this period, the 

Town Council, led by Mayor Mike 

Tysoe, took a conscious decision on 

two fronts: first, to try and build up 

more ‘contingency’ reserves in case of future spending, 

particularly on the Town Hall; second, to provide more 

services they think the Town needs. This could be as in the 

past (such as on recreation equipment) and elsewhere (such 

as winter emergency prep, town centre repairs, highways 

investment such as speed limits, and more to town 

organisations needing support) because other ‘cash struck’ 

higher councils cut or limit their spending.  

Last April, reserves had built to £360,000. This current 

year (2018/19), according to the Town Clerk, another 

‘contingency’ of £50,000 has already been partly used up on 

things such as hiring a snow tractor, taking on a maintenance 

person to do more work in the Town, and (presumably 

unbudgeted) repairs at Greystones, Closed Churchyard, 

Recreation Ground, and Town Hall. Mayor Don Davidson told 

the News that 35% of contingency had been spent, a bad 

winter might use more, but some should remain for reserves. 

For next year, included in a total budget of £361,260 is an 

extra £50,000 ‘contingency’ plus £45,000 for the ‘handyman’, 

now on the payroll, and including his equipment. The Town 

Clerk told the News some extra funds were already 

earmarked for a new bus shelter (replacing one the Council 

removed), new fences and more Town Hall work, and perhaps 

buying the tractor. The contingency might also get used for 

items such as supporting Burford’s HGV ban (£15,000) and 

the Town Council’s 20mph limit (£15,000). 

Full budget details can be obtained from the Town Clerk 

(cntownclerk@btconnect.com or 642341). Clearly the Town 

Council could become more significant (and be allocating 

large ‘infrastructure’ funds coming from new housing). Deputy 

Your local taxes for 2019/20 
It’s annual Council budget time with more ‘above inflation’ tax rises for local 

householders, some shocks for empty property owners, but relief for some local businesses.
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No Chippy petrol vouchers 
Eager News readers looking for the usual ‘3p off ’ petrol 

coupons will be sad that the 

Chipping Norton Esso Garage, 

now under new company 

ownership, is stopping their 

special discounts and hence our 

advert. The parent company say 

it is undertaking a review of all 

promotional offers (not just in 

Chipping Norton) and have 

suspended them for the time 

being. Readers who have 

December News edition 

vouchers (valid until 28 

February) will be pleased to 

know that these will still be 

honoured. The News thanks the 

local garage team for their support and hopes that similar 

offers may be available in the future.  

Mayor’s Charity Dance 
Early warning! On Saturday 6 April 

Chipping Norton Mayor Don 

Davidson and Mayoress Peta 

Simmons are holding a Town Hall 

Charity Dance with a 1950’s theme, 

to raise funds for their chosen 

charities – Age Concern Chipping 

Norton and Dogs for Good. There 

will be live music with local group 

Cloud 9, a raffle, bar and fish supper. It is hoped that as many 

as possible will come appropriately dressed to match the 50’s 

theme. Watch out for details on posters, on the Town 

Council’s website, the next issue of the News and, no doubt, 

on social media – so book the date now. 

Property round-up 
Harpers – A successful planning appeal allows for a smaller 

ground floor shop only, 2 flats above and 9 houses to the rear. 

The agent is more optimistic of a sale, but reports that the 

market generally ‘is in doldrums’. Whether there would be 

interest in building 9 homes to the rear is currently 

questionable when newly built homes on the White House 

Surgery site next door remain largely unsold to date.  

Empty hairdresser’s – the 1-3 West St property still has ‘to 

let’ signs up but there were stories of a new lessee taking it 

over – to be confirmed. 

HSBC building – this empty site appears from the board to 

be sold, but the future remains uncertain, although rumours 

of a restaurant on the ground floor are still circulating.  

Carrick travel agents – the empty Middle Row property 

failed to sell at auction just before Christmas but agent Tayler 

& Fletcher reports interest in this ‘pretty little property in a 

nice location’. 

Old Hospital site – Chancellors await instructions from the 

owner (a small developer) on what they should do next; this 

after several years vacant and for sale. The price is still a cool 

£2m. 

Chestnuts – the large empty house (corner of Spring Street 

and Over Norton Road) appears sold subject to contract 

with planning permission for four flats. Next steps are 

awaited. 

Kench’s Butchers – the empty building on High St is under 

offer. Guide price £490k. 

House and land plot at Churchill Road – the ‘For Sale’ 

sign has come down, but no definite news yet on who is 

buying it or whether there any plans for building new 

properties on this large site. 

Town Snow Plan in action 
When this News comes out for February, Chippy may well 

have had its first dose of winter snow and ice. Lots of 

volunteers, led by Mike Tysoe from the Town Council and 

many residents and businesses, were ready on standby before 

Christmas – the Fire Service also offered to help. Equipment 

ready for action included tractor and plough, towed grit 

spreaders, hand spreaders and trailer to resupply 64 bins 

around town. For a full Chippy Snow Plan and advice see 

www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk and watch out on 

noticeboards. 

The County Council deal with main roads and bus routes, 

but our volunteers can help with side roads – with priorities 

for the hospital and health centre, those needing urgent 

medical attention, where vulnerable people live (eg care 

homes), and very difficult roads (eg steep hills). The volunteers 

also aim to work with the GPs on any urgent patient 

transport. With more snow in February possible, the advice is 

- Use grit sparingly on side roads – only a little is needed 

- Shovel snow off pavements early, adding a little salt or grit 

- Keep an eye open for elderly neighbours 

- For shopkeepers please provide safe access to your 

property – please clean the pavements. 

If you can help to use equipment contact Cllr Mike Tysoe on 

643028 / 07774 758550, email mtysoe50@me.com. For help 

urgently after a large snow fall contact Mike or Watch 

Manager Dave Cuthbert – 07796 941348, Simon Piper at the 

Fire Station – 07775 827277 simon.piper@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

or Mayor Don Davidson – 641870. 

Help for Cemetery Clear Up 
Diary Date: our town cemetery relies on a small band of 

stalwart volunteers providing a morning of their    

time occasionally to help keep it neat and tidy. Can you come and 

help? The next Cemetery Clear Up day will be on 23 March 

starting at 10am – refreshments as usual! Cllr Martin Jarratt  
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That last pub in Gt Rollright 
The abandoned Grade II listed Unicorn pub in Great Rollright 

has been in a very sorry state for several years. WODC have 

tried everything in their power to get the owner to repair it, 

with no success. The Council even stepped in and carried out 

some urgent works themselves to prevent collapse. Now, in 

the latest move in January, WODC’s Cabinet agreed to 

allocate up to £300,000 to start Compulsory Purchase 

proceedings. Does this mean the Council will be running a 

pub? No, it means that if negotiations with the owner 

continue to be fruitless, the Council can step in and purchase 

the building. Arrangements for use or disposal of the property 

are yet to be revealed; the Council can sell it or go into 

partnership with a developer who will take on the 

restoration of the property in a back-to-back deal. Under 

these little-used Listed Building powers, the Secretary of 

State could direct that only minimum compensation is paid 

(WODC are advised this could be less than £35,000) because 

the building had been deliberately allowed to fall into 

disrepair in an attempt to justify demolition and 

redevelopment. The property had been for sale with specialist 

agents, Sidney Phillips, for around £350,000 but was 

withdrawn from the market over a year ago.  

Anyone remember Iommi? 
Last year, the News 
received a letter 

from Kenny Hawtin 

asking if anyone knew 

the last album 

recorded at Chipping 

Norton Studios on 

New Street. Some 

sleuthing by The 

Studios’ Richard 

Vernon and Dave 

Grinsted, confirmed 

that the album in 

question was ‘IOMMI’ 

the first solo album recorded by Black Sabbath lead guitarist 

and songwriter, Tony Iommi, in 1999, just before the Studios 

closed. Interestingly, he lost the tips of his middle and ring 

fingers on his right hand while working in a factory as a 

teenager, and although this crucially affected his playing style, 

he’s still going strong. Black Sabbath (named after the 1963 

Boris Karloff horror film) are often credited as the pioneers 

of heavy metal music and were still performing in 2017. This 

year, along with Dionne Warwick and others, they’re to be 

presented with the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Friday night for Bingo lovers 
Make a date for the next Friday bingo evening in Great 

Rollright on 22 February – now a permanent village fixture. 

With a relaxed atmosphere, everyone is welcome – bring 

a group and have a laugh. Games run from 7.30pm to 

around 9.15. Bar, refreshments, and real cash prize payouts. 

This is a non-profit-making event and all proceeds go to 

the Village Hall, Primary School and Parish Church 

development. Doors open 7pm. The March date is Friday 

22nd. Eyes Down Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

Nativity scene shock 
Just after Christmas, the News received a concerned note 

from Martin Hannant of Chipping Norton Methodist Church 

saying, ‘A 

number of child-

ren were very 

upset arriving 

for the 

Christmas Day 

service to find 

that someone 

had stolen the 

baby Jesus from 

the illuminated 

nativity scene outside. This 

scene has brought so much 

pleasure to adults and children 

alike over the past five years.’ 

The Church put out a plea on 

social media for the baby doll’s 

safe return – suggesting that it 

could be left on the steps of the 

church. For anyone returning 

the baby Jesus their reward 

would be ‘in heaven’. Martin 

reported a few days later that 

the doll had returned – left in a carrier bag alongside the 

church and restored to the Nativity scene. 

Thames Water pollution fine 
Local press reported that, in December, Thames Water was 

fined £2m for allowing raw sewage to flow into two 

Oxfordshire streams in August 2015, causing toxic pollution. 

The water company’s sewage pumping station had failed to 

prevent sewage produced by two villages from flowing into 

Idbury and Littlestock Brooks at Milton-under-Wychwood 

over a 24-hour period. These brooks lead into the River 

Evenlode, and then the River Thames. A member of the public 

raised the alarm, reporting seeing dead fish in Idbury Brook. 

Environment Agency officers quickly reached the site 

discovering that almost 150 bullhead fish had been killed along 

a 50-metre stretch. In addition, sewage had escaped on to a 

local resident’s front garden. 

It was revealed that in the six weeks before this incident, 

over 800 alarms at the pumping station had been disregarded 

by Thames Water and the incident was the fifth failure with 

the pumping station within 12 months. Robert Davis, for the 

Environment Agency, said, ‘This incident was foreseeable and 

avoidable’. He explained the terrible impact on the streams, 

which are ‘normally a haven for kingfishers, grey herons, 

brown trout and other fish and invertebrates’. At Oxford 

Crown Court, acknowledging that Thames Water had been 

‘reckless’ in the risks taken with the environment, Judge Peter 

Ross recognised that since then Thames Water had had no 

serious incidents at any of its 4,780 pumping stations and had 

improved management and training. In addition to the £2m 

fine, Thames Water was ordered to pay costs to the 

Environment Agency of almost £80,000.  

No baby Jesus at this Nativity
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New support group for parents 
Chipping Norton Parent Pals is a new local 

support group for parents and carers of 

children suffering from mental health, ASD, 

anxiety or depression. Parents and carers 

can meet one evening a month for a couple 

of hours. At each session a speaker will talk 

about a range of issues such as mental illness, eating disorders, 

self-harm, coping with anxiety and more. Hopefully, this will 

help open the channels of support, not just from professionals 

but also from people going through this with their own 

children. We are grateful to the Apcam charity who will come 

to some of our sessions with their trained counsellor. Mental 

health needs to be talked about. The group will meet on the 

last Tuesday of each month. The first sessions are 29 January 

then  26 February 7-9pm in the upper Town Hall. Come for a 

coffee and a chat – everyone is welcome. For more 

information please email CNparentpals@btinternet.com. 

Clare Percival and Mickey Busby 

20 mph limits approved 
Safety issues from 

speeding traffic 

through Chipping 

Norton could be 

a thing of the past 

after Oxfordshire 

County Council’s 

December ap-

proval of 20mph 

limits on town 

centre roads. The 

scheme was re-

quested by the 

Town Council, which has budgeted £15,000  to pay for signage. 

The 20mph limit will cover Market Place, Horsefair, Albion 

Street, Rowell Way, Wards Road, Fox Close, Spring Street, 

Market Street, Church Street, Church Lane and New Street as 

far as and including Distons Lane. Speed limits will remain 

unaffected on the rest of New Street, on West Street, Burford 

Road, London Road, Banbury Road and Over Norton Road 

(see map). Chippy’s Deputy Mayor, James Kitcher-Jones, 

explained to the News that ‘the OCC meeting was the 

culmination of months, if not years, of work by the Traffic 

Advisory Committee headed by Cllr Jo Graves. The primary aim 

of the 20mph limit will be to encourage lower speeds through 

the town centre, improving safety and pollution. We’ll advise 

residents as soon as we know when the works will begin.’ 

Public consultation, extended to December, saw 61 

responses to OCC, the majority saying that the proposed 

20mph area should be extended past the Town’s three 

schools. One local resident remarked, ‘It seems crazy to put 

up signs limiting speeds where speeds are already low due to 

congestion, but not do anything at all to slow traffic on other 

roads, where it really does speed, including past our schools.’ 

OCC are now planning ‘advisory’ flashing 20mph signs past 

the schools costing £2,000. So why can’t it be officially 

extended? Apparently speed surveys revealed that current 

average speeds are above 27 mph in these areas so, according 

to DfT guidance, speed limit signage would not be enough; 

physical works such as chicanes and build outs would be 

required to reduce speeds. OCC told the News that a realistic 

cost would be £7,500–10,000 per build out, depending upon 

location and design.  

So is a further extension just a question of money? There 

may be other potential stumbling blocks. Thames Valley Police 

objected even to the limited area saying that 20mph speed 

limits to A-classified roads were not appropriate. OCC 

disputes this, saying there are precedents elsewhere. However, 

OCC does acknowledge that the reduced limit will receive 

minimal, if any, police enforcement. James Kitcher-Jones 

explains, ‘There is a clear appetite among residents for further 

works, particularly improving traffic safety around schools. 

People’s comments give me heart that the Town Council is 

moving in the right direction and that this first phase will lay 

the foundation for further road traffic and environmental 

improvements. We did not feel we could go ahead without 

further consultation and more time to raise funds either 

through our precept as well as lobbying OCC. Chipping 

Norton will be undergoing extensive development in the next 

20-30 years. It is important to be thinking now about the 

future shape of our town centre and improvements  needed 

to incorporate extra local and national traffic.’ 

Buzzing Chippy PR agency   
Twelve PR, a public relations agency based at 12 High Street, 

Chipping Norton, was awarded two Gold Awards at the 

Chartered Institute of Public Relations (CIPR) Pride Awards in 

November. The awards rewarded campaigns for The British 

Beekeepers Association (BBKA) and Canned Food UK. Twelve 

PR were awarded ‘Best Use of Media Relations’ for ‘Creating a 

Buzz for British Beekeepers’. The campaign received extensive 

national and regional coverage during National Honey Week 

with the BBKA’s annual honey survey, boosting sales of its 

charitable scheme, Adopt a Beehive. The scheme was set up by 

Twelve co-founder Nicky Smith, who is also a beekeeper and 

wanted to do something positive to help honey bees. All 

profits from the scheme are ploughed into environmental and 

education projects to help save pollinators of all kinds, 

including honey bees.  

The second award-winning campaign, for Canned Food 

UK, highlighted benefits of metal packaging compared to 

other materials. This campaign, called ‘Can you tell? Canned 

Food vs. Fresh’, won the ‘Best Use of Content’ category. It 

included a video of consumers taste-testing two identical 

dishes one with canned, the other with non-canned..Twelve 

PR also recently worked with two MasterChef UK finalists, 

Billy Wright and ex-local sixth former Jack Layer to produce 

a range of tasty recipes using canned food.   

Chipping Norton 20mph zone

Speed limit                                          
boundary

The Twelve PR team l-r: Jessica Friend Bartlett, Graham Smith, 
Nicky Smith, Amy Digman and Elisa Rainford 
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different theme to explore, including anxiety, worst- and best-

case scenarios, highs and lows, body image, power versus 

bullying, being different and fitting in. The group will also 

consider how they can supportively use nature’s cycles.  

For further information, please visit the website 

https://crnchia.wixsite.com/6weekarts or if you have any 

further questions, please feel free to  email either 

ckwarhurst@gmail.com or clare.baytherapy@outlook.com 

Caroline Warhurst 

Legion remembers Normandy 
The end of 2018 saw the conclusion of four years’ intensive 

activity by Chipping Norton Royal British Legion to mark the 

Centenary of WWI. Chair, Steve Kingsford, reported great 

support from the Town with a record 2018 Poppy Appeal of 

£22,744.48 – and totalling £75,400 since 2014. Thanks to all 

contributors of both time and money – a hard act to follow 

in 2019. Steve said, ‘The focus of the activities this year will be 

around the 75th Anniversary of the Normandy Landings and 

the battles to liberate Europe from the Nazis. These actions 

claimed the lives of five men from Chipping Norton and 

surrounding villages. Some 20 men that we know of took part 

in the Normandy Campaign and came home’. In order to 

record the stories of the men and women who served in 

WWII the Legion has a new page on their website: 

www.chippingnortonbritishlegion.com/servicemen-and-

women-in-ww2.php. They would welcome stories and photos 

about anyone who served, to add to some 175 names on the 

page – and any further information on those already listed. 

Contact Steve Kingsford on stevekingsford@gmail.com or 

01295 780716. 

Ofsted at St Mary’s Primary  
In November, Ofsted 

inspectors visited the School 

for a short inspection and 

found that the School 

continued to provide ‘a good 

standard of education’ for 

children in its care. The 

inspector visited classrooms, 

looked at books, held interviews and gathered views of 

parents, pupils, staff, governors, the local authority and our 

representative from the Diocese. The experience proved to 

be extremely positive, recognising that both academic and 

pastoral outcomes for children are strong features of the 

school. The report (available in full on the School website) 

said, ‘The leadership team has maintained the good quality of 

education in the School and has also implemented several 

improvements since the last inspection’ and that the School 

‘offers a very nurturing and inclusive community atmosphere’. 

This commendation was also reflected in a parental 

comment during the inspection, ‘I think the teachers at St 

Mary’s do a wonderful job of inspiring and developing the 

children. It’s quite a diverse and inclusive school and the 

teachers work hard to create a supportive and nurturing 

environment for everyone’. The report gave credit to the 

School  for recognising where improvements needed to be 

made for some children in mathematics and how the School  

has reorganised specialist teaching of the subject, introduced 

new assessments and given extensive training to staff thus 

‘reinvigorating the teaching of mathematics across the School’. 

Hunt traditions continue 
The annual Boxing Day 

meet of the Heythrop Hunt 

saw hundreds of people 

converge on the centre of 

Chipping Norton to 

witness the traditional 

spectacle. Staff from The 

Fox mingled with riders 

dispensing customary 

glasses of port. The riders 

followed their forebears – 

this was the 193rd year the 

Boxing Day meet has taken 

place – in partaking of a ‘stirrup 

cup’. Master of the Heythrop, 

Simon Lawrence, gave a short 

speech thanking everyone for 

their support and for turning out 

in such numbers. A small number 

of protestors held signs aloft but 

the general atmosphere was good 

humoured while participating in, 

or just watching, this traditional 

country pursuit. The large turnout 

of horses and riders saw all ages 

represented. Several small children 

appeared totally unfazed as they followed their older 

counterparts and the pack of hounds – to pursue a drag scent 

– and presumably no foxes. The mounted throng left the 

Market Place heading left up West Street to general cheers 

and applause. The onlookers, many of whom were out-of-

towners, duly dispersed – many heading for Chippy’s various 

hostelries and cafés. 

Chadlington’s Gin Thing 
The Village’s third Gin Thing – an evening of ‘rhythm and 

booze’ is on 2 Feb at 7.30pm in Chadlington Memorial Hall. 

There will be a Gin Bar, serving an extensive range of gins and 

beers and live entertainment by Zool and the Escapade to 

encourage everyone to take to the dance floor. Everyone is 

welcome to come along and enjoy a very sociable evening. 

Tickets £15 includes hog roast (or vegetarian alternative) 

contact Steve Taplin or Jo Cook 07840 533256/07843 058893. 

All proceeds to the Oxfordshire Association for the Blind. 

Therapeutic arts sessions 
Gestalt Therapist Clare Bay and Art Therapist Caroline 

Warhurst will be facilitating a 6-week group ‘Identity, Self-

exploration and Creativity’ (Therapeutic arts group for 

secondary school age) in the beautiful Whichford countryside 

at Holycombe Retreat Centre starting 28 March. Bursary 

places are available. Mindfulness/meditation techniques will be 

used together with a range of arts forms to enrich and speed 

up the process of change. Using creativity and imagination can 

go beyond words to express feelings, memories, etc. Examples 

of the arts include drawing/painting, clay, 

bodywork/movement, poetry and music. There will always be 

options if people prefer certain mediums. Previous art 

experience is not necessary. Each week there will be a 

Photo: Oxford Mail
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The inspection process identified some key strengths of 

the School  as; progress in phonics, English, music and good 

behaviour of the children in lessons. The broad and rich 

curriculum was praised for ‘preparing pupils well for life in 

modern Britain’. Following this strong recognition of all 

associated with the School , Headteacher Yvonne Stallwood-

Barnes said, ‘I would particularly like to thank the children for 

making St Mary’s a great place to grow and learn together, and 

staff for their dedication and hard work. We are also grateful 

to the wider community including, governors, parents and 

members of St Mary’s church for their ongoing support.’ To 

visit the School  and see them in action please contact Anne 

Strick via the school office. See the school website for details. 

Yvonne Stallwood-Barnes 

Chippy’s Empire Day link 
Could ‘Brexit Day’ (supposedly) on 29 

March become a regular celebration in 

the Nation’s calendar? Hmmm. One 

similar ‘day’ that came and went was 

‘Empire Day’ established after Queen 

Victoria’s death. By 1920, over 80,000 

schools were celebrating the Day on 

24 May (Victoria’s birthday). 

Apparently, the man behind that idea – 

Lord Reginald Brabazon, the 12th Earl 

of Meath (pictured right) – had his 

ideas influenced by an early spell living and being tutored in 

Chipping Norton by Chippy’s vicar Rev’d A Whishaw. Around 

1860, after his education at Eton, Brabazon was sent to 

Chippy for some 'cramming' for entry for the Foreign Office 

where he eventually had a successful career. He campaigned 

for more military spending, started a ‘Duty and Discipline’ 

movement and founded the Lads Drill Association. He created 

the 'Empire Day' idea, when the Union flag would be flown 

from all public buildings, schoolchildren would assemble, 

salute the flag, sing patriotic songs and enjoy extra lessons on 

imperial history and geography, while local dignitaries could 

listen respectfully to addresses on citizenship, the glories of 

Empire and Kipling recitations.  

Rev’d Whishaw, 'a clever and accomplished man' (wrote 

Brabazon), seemingly had advanced ideas. On Saturday 

afternoons, his male pupils, previously set a topic to 'work up', 

were joined by an equal number of young ladies from local 

families. They sat round the vicar's table – 'sandwiched as at 

tea or dinner' – and were each given a few minutes to answer 

questions on the week's topic. Later, Brabazon would write 

that competition between ‘young men and maidens to appear 

well in each other's eyes could stimulate academic exertion!’ 

No doubt today’s Chipping Norton School co-ed 

comprehensive students might agree. Clearly Chippy’s Rev’d 

Whishaw had a way about him as a tutor. His unconventional 

tutoring in Chipping Norton also launched the career of 

Charles Parnell, the great Irish leader, who was also tutored 

by Whishaw in the Vicarage and became a fervent Irish 

Nationalist. So, no hard borders in Ireland for him. 
Thanks to Chris Sladen from Woodstock 

Lawrence Team in 2019 
A Happy New Year from 

the Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team – now in 

their 20th Anniversary Year 

– with successful 

fundraising from the local 

Chipping Norton com-

munity a critical part of the 

story. Just before Christmas, Jason Blake and the Hair Lounge, 

Chipping Norton, organised a prize raffle with fantastic prizes 

(pictured) donated by local businesses and suppliers. A huge 

thank you to Jason and customers for raising £573. 

We would like everyone to save the date of Saturday, 4 

May to commemorate our 20th Anniversary. We will be 

opening the doors of the Town Hall from 3pm for an 

afternoon tea and dance party. More details shortly. 

Verity Fifer 

Advice to save your energy bills 
Citizens Advice West Oxfordshire are promoting their 

successful ‘Energy Best Extra Deal’ project for winter 

2018/19. This free advice service helps people understand 

their energy costs and suggests ways to make savings. In 

2017/18 CAWO ran group sessions to over 50 frontline 

workers and consumers on how to save energy, understand 

the market and switch suppliers. The project provided 166 

individual face-to-face advice sessions to vulnerable clients in 

fuel poverty. These ranged from checking and registering 

eligibility for the £140 Warm Home Discount for people in 

need, and helping with supplier price comparisons. One client 

Rev’d Whishaw and family in their Chipping Norton garden – 
with ‘pupil’ (the boy in black in the distance!)

Pupil
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(see article below). For further information please visit the 

website: www.cpreoxon.org.uk or send an email to: 

administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk or call: 01491 612079. 

What is ‘Oxfordshire Plan 2050’? 
In December, the News 
mentioned an important 

project to look at how 

Oxfordshire should 

develop by 2050. A News Team member reports from the 

latest countywide conference. 

Radically different future – To plan forward 31 years is a 

challenge for our five District and County authorities working 

together. Think back to 1988 – mobile phones were like 

bricks, no ‘www’, no e-mails, no Facebook, no tuition fees. The 

M25 was 2 years old with only 3 lanes, no M40 north of 

Oxford; younger people could afford homes; Margaret 

Thatcher was still prime minister! What will the next 30 years 

bring – driverless cars, factory built houses and 100,000 more 

homes, electric vehicles, many more people living over 100, 

remotely controlled cancer cures, trams to Witney? There will 

definitely be jobs and industries nobody has even thought 

about. It will be vital that our environment, heritage, 

agriculture and countryside are protected to retain the 

County’s attractiveness for investment and well-being. 

Long term planning – The 2050 Plan will be statutory, 

designed to address these issues. It follows the Growth Deal 

funding of £215m awarded by central government in 

recognition of the £60bn which the County’s businesses and 

residents contribute to the national exchequer every year. 

There have been many mistakes made with current plans, 

locating housing estates with few local facilities in some 

places, forcing people to use cars on congested roads. Oxford 

City has two thirds of jobs and only one third of homes. The 

main hospitals are difficult to access even with a blue light. The 

‘Oxfordshire Plan 2050’ will be strategic and spatial, with no 

specific targets for housing numbers, no allocation of sites 

(the job of subsequent District Plans), no growth at all costs. 

Ian Hudspeth, leader of OCC, said, ‘Developments should be 

in sustainable locations as close as possible to public 

transport nodes with good links for walking and cycling and 

future proofed’. 

Impact on future generations – Oxfordshire residents 

need to grasp this opportunity to 

shape this long-term future by joining 

the major public consultation which 

starts this spring. West Oxfordshire ‘s 

Leader, Cllr James Mills, Chair of the 

Oxfordshire Plan Member Sub-Group 

(pictured), said, ‘We need to think long-

term about how to provide the new 

homes we will need, new jobs and 

workplaces for careers to prosper, 

schools for our children and 

grandchildren, facilities to maintain the health and wellbeing of 

the County, and transport networks to keep us connected. 

We will listen and plan the best way to deliver a better quality 

of life for all, be it rural, urban or market town communities.’  

Get involved now – Many questions remain – how is 

transport and social infrastructure to be improved with much 

of it outside the control of Oxfordshire and funded by 

saved £780 per year. On average, clients saved £150 to £200 

per year. In total, CA helped people save £7399 from 1 

November 2017 to 30 March 2018. Sessions are available 

over the phone or face-to-face in Citizens Advice Witney and 

Chipping Norton offices. Call 01993 892057 or email 

info@citizensadvicewestoxon.org.uk to make an 

appointment. www.citizensadvice.org.uk provides 

comprehensive online advice for people having problems with 

their gas or electricity supply. To find out more, contact Teresa 

Archer at Citizens Advice, 01993 892067. Email: 

teresa.archer@citizensadvicewestoxon.org.uk. 

Chippy Then and Now  
With over 2100 followers, a Facebook page 

Chipping Norton Then and Now started by 

Chippy born and bred Mark Yates, is soaring 

in popularity. Locals contribute photos, 

mostly from the past, on a daily basis and 

‘some people, not normally used to social 

media, are now hooked and can't wait for 

the next update’, said Mark. People are 

finding long lost photos including New 

Street before Sainsbury’s, the Chippy Mop 

from 1930/31 with swings and roundabouts, 

galloping horses and steam yachts, and Bliss 

Mill with smoke emanating from its chimney, 

along with lots of photos of group trips out 

and the Swifts teams of yesteryear.  

Mark is 

p a s s i o n a t e  

about Chippy, 

r e m i n i s c e s  

about how 

things used to 

be ‘when he 

was a lad’ and, 

as a keen photographer, enjoys posting his Then and Now 

photos as part of the impressive collection on the Facebook 

page. See this Topside picture and the parking back then! ‘The 

page has also become a place for long lost friends to reunite’, 

said Mark, helping identify people in sometimes grainy black 

and white scanned old images. The feedback has been 

tremendous. Mark keeps an eye on the content and 

contributions that need to keep to the page's core purpose. 

Why not visit and follow the page and perhaps contribute 

your own archived photos and make your own comparisons 

with how Chippy looks now? 

CPRE needs your help 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England is a charity working 

to protect our local landscape and environment. CPRE West 

Oxfordshire is looking for new committee members living in 

or near Chipping Norton and Charlbury. Do you have an 

interest in the environment or local planning issues? Would 

you like to join their friendly and active committee? Their 

work is particularly important as many sites identified in the 

new WODC Local Plan proceed to detailed applications and 

local councils are now starting on the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 

Mark himself .... 
then and (below) 

... now
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national government, Network Rail, Highways England, the 

NHS, with competing pressures from the likes of the 

Northern Powerhouse and Midlands Engine? To find out more 

there is a website www.oxfordshireplan.org, with a link to an 

explanatory video and more detailed documents. Finally, how 

are young people to be directly involved in the consultation? 

They will be the ones most affected by a 30-year plan! 

‘National Park’ planning issues 
A disagreement has broken out between WODC and the 

Cotswolds AONB Board on whether the Cotswolds should 

become a National Park. The AONB Board has published its 

Management Plan 2018–2023 for the whole designated area, 

which stretches from Warmington to Bath. It seeks to 

promote the Cotswolds as England’s next National Park – and 

this would likely include Chipping Norton. But WODC is 

opposed to this, saying there has been insufficient assessment 

of the advantages and disadvantages and insufficient public 

consultation. The implications of National Park status are 

significant and extensive, with far more restrictive planning 

regulations and processes. 

NHS 10-year plan 
In January, the 

Government launched 

its ‘NHS Long Term 

Plan’: a 10-year plan 

setting out how our 

NHS aims to change 

and how to meet 

increasing health needs. 

A big focus is on 

prevention (including 

screening and early 

diagnosis), and avoiding 

long hospital stays. Local MP Robert Courts (pictured) 

welcomes the plan and highlighted – in the Government’s first 

five years of funding – an increase in funding for primary and 

community care. He said, particularly in our rural area in West 

Oxfordshire, this news would be welcomed. He is expecting 

to see the NHS working more with our local communities to 

shape the best future.  

Barnstorming Churchill film 
The next Screen by the Green movie at Churchill and Sarsden 

Village Hall will be Mamma Mia – Here We Go Again, on Friday 

8 February. The story is simple – in 1979 young Donna, Tanya 

and Rosie graduate from Oxford University and Donna’s 

travel adventures encounter(!) the young Harry, Bill and then 

Sam. Then in the present day, Donna’s pregnant daughter, 

Sophie, dreams of renovating a taverna in memory of her 

mother. Her mother’s old friends and the three boyfriends are 

back to celebrate on the Greek island of Kalokairi. Starring 

Lily James, Julie Walters and Christine Baranski, our male 

heroes, plus Cher guesting as Sophie’s grandmother. This is a 

movie and supper evening in collaboration with The Chequers 

in Churchill: special £20 menu, main course at 6pm and 

dessert after the movie. Booking essential – for both supper 

and movie contact Jackie on 659903 or email 

screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. All films start at 7.30; 

tickets £5, pay on the door.  

Beech Haven’s Fun Friday 
Staff and Residents 

enjoyed a fun packed 

day on Friday 7 

December raising 

funds for the 

Alzheimer’s Society. 

All the staff dressed 

up in an array of elf 

costumes to support 

this worthy cause. 

Many of us will be 

touched by this 

condition or know 

loved ones suffering from this illness, so it’s important to give 

support where we are able to, with the benefit of some fun 

along the way. We played various old-fashioned games during 

the afternoon, like pass the parcel and musical statues, where 

everyone could be involved. Here’s to our next Charity Day! 

Happy New Year from all at Beech Haven Care Home. 

Sandra Marskell 

County refuse Highlands grant 
Oxfordshire County Council has ‘pulled the plug’ on Age 

Concern Chipping Norton (ACCN), the charity that owns 

and runs Highlands Day Centre on Burford Road – they’ve 

removed all grant funding. OCC’s annual support for ACCN, 

in past years £31,000, has now dropped to nothing – and a 

request for a one off £10,000 grant from OCC’s £250,000 

‘sustainability’ fund was refused. The reason given by OCC for 

this latest blow is because of the reserves that ACCN has 

built over the years. Pat Lake, ACCN Chairman explained that 

‘these reserves have been built up by forward thinking 

Management Committees and have always been intended to 

bring in an income, as part of the organisation’s fundraising 

campaign. In 2017/18 this investment bought in £17,000 

(that’s a lot of whist drives, jumble sales and dances!)’.  

As Management Committee member Alison Davies said, 

‘to use this investment would be like asset stripping the fine 

work of past Committees. This application to the County 

Council’s ‘Sustainability Fund’ which has been rejected, means 

that ACCN becomes unsustainable much sooner, as “rainy 

day” money, carefully put aside, now has to be used to prop 

up the service’. As for using reserves, the Management 

Committee has committed £58,000 of them to be used, 

including £15,000 in the last two years and £16,000 for this 

financial year. The balance will be for coming years to support 

the Committee’s Sustainability Fund. ACCN own the 

Highlands building and two minibuses, the upkeep of which is 

costly. For example, the total insurance bill is just below 

£6,000. The Management Committee say that, in the short 

term, they do not want to give up this valuable resource, or 

abandon the Day Centre, but who can predict the future? 

ACCN run Highlands Day Centre, open four days per 

week, with a staff of five. There is also: The Monday Club, 

Chatterbox Coffee Morning, Book Club and Art Club at 

Highlands, where Bingo is also run. It has a Stroke Club and it 

runs Chippy Active Trips CATs (a monthly outing group). 

Altogether, about 300 elderly people take part in ACCN 

activities. The building is also used by Age UK, Oxfordshire for 

a bereavement support group and for a Dementia Carers 



support group. It is further used by an arts group for those 

living with dementia and their carers. In conjunction with 

Generation Games, part of Age UK, Oxfordshire, very 

successful Strength and Balance sessions are run at the Town 

Hall. Pat Lake added ‘it is not just the loss of a grant, but the 

feeling that there is not the appreciation by OCC of the work 

carried out by the staff and volunteers to provide this unique 

service, possible the best in the county’.  

Woodburning row smoulders 
National debate about the pros and cons of 

wood-burning stoves hit Chipping Norton 

this month with one reader expressing 

annoyance about winter smells and 

pollution (see letters). Wood smoke 

in the air on a crisp winter’s day is 

pleasurable for some – on a par 

with the aroma of newly 

mown grass or baking 

bread. For centuries 

wood and charcoal fuelled our 

fires, particularly in rural areas, until mining of carbon fuels 

took over in the industrial revolution. With cities expanding, 

air pollution became a distinct health problem. It wasn’t until 

the great London smog of 1952 that the Government took 

remedial steps. The Clean Air Acts helped lead to vast 

improvements in air quality. New homes were built with 

central heating fuelled by gas, oil and electricity. Nowadays, 

diesel vehicles are heavily criticised for their polluting effects 

and we are urged to change to petrol, hybrid or electric cars.  

In rural areas, wood-burning stoves and open fires 

remained commonplace, and new stoves have become 

popular now in urban areas, with around 1.5 million nationally. 

But their pollution impact has become an issue. The recent 

book by one critical expert, Professor Gary Fuller, (The Rising 
Global Trend of Air Pollution – and How We can Fight Back) says 

in cities the effects are more harmful than diesel. Environment 

Secretary Gove and the Mayor of London are proposing 

restrictions. New European standards on the construction 

and performance of stoves are coming. But in France a 

proposal to legislate was blocked, with the Ecology Minister 

stating forcefully that this was an attack on the French way of 

life. The question is, will those who delight in the flickering 

flames and the comforting, warm glow of their wood burners 

give up those pleasures readily? Views from Chippy readers or 

stove users are welcome.  

Heythrop Park resort sold 
Warner Leisure Hotels, as part of their expansion nationaly, 

has bought the 300-bedroom Heythrop Park Resort – which 

includes the Grade II listed Hall, built in the 1700s by Charles 

Talbot, the 12th Earl and 1st Duke of Shrewsbury, the adjoining 

modern hotel, 440 acres of parkland and 18 hole golf course, 

The existing franchise with Crown Plaza ends this month. 

2019 will see refurbishment and open as a new ‘Warner’ in 

2020. The group recently carried out a £50m transformation 

of Studley Castle in Warwickshire. 

Oxfam shop rocks! 
Oxfam’s Books & Music shop 

in Chipping Norton’s Market 

Place hit the headlines in 

December with its single 

biggest sale. Auctioned at 

Bonhams in November, a first 

edition of J R R Tolkien’s 

Hobbit sold for £4800. It was 

found in a cardboard box 

amongst a selection of other 

donated books and created a 

good deal of interest from the 

media. Shop manager, Tony 

Cooper, included this in a 

round-up for 2018 he sent to 

the News. He praised a 

dedicated and loyal customer 

base, with wonderful support from many at Christmas 

through donations of books and records or by making some 

special purchases. One of the early highlights of the year was 

involvement in the ChipLit Festival – with a really good 

atmosphere that brought in many extra visitors and eager 

book buyers. The Head of Books at Bonhams, Matthew Haley, 

gave an interesting talk about book collecting and then came 

to the shop to do a free book valuation for customers. Books 

are very collectible and you can start your collection for very 

little initial investment. First editions are often found amongst 

the donations. 

Summer saw the shop running its first full day’s training 

course for volunteers on book valuation and what to look for 

when sorting through donations. The course covered rare 

books and special bindings and everyone learned a great deal. 

Tony thanked Applegarth Nurseries for giving Oxfam space in 

their shop for a selection of gardening books which went on 

sale late in the summer. This was well supported by customers 

and, hopefully, a larger selection may appear as the spring 

gardening season gets underway. The number of books and 

vinyl records donated has been excellent and Oxfam 

continues to offer home collections for large donations. A 

varied collection of Rock, Pop and Classical vinyl was released 

in early December with many music collectors coming to the 

shop to search for that elusive record. The team is happy to 

receive donations of records of any era. Tony ended by saying, 

‘It was a very exciting year for the shop. We have a wonderful 

team of volunteers; you will know many of them. My thanks 
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to our donors, volunteers and of course, our buyers. We are 

hugely grateful for your support’. 

Baker rises to the occasion 
After only six months as 

a professional baker, 

Mark Woodgate of 

Mark’s Cotswold Bakery, 

situated inside Matthews 

Mill at Shipton-under-

Wychwood, has won 

three awards at the 

World Bread Awards. 

Mark’s white sourdough 

with chia seeds won 

silver at this year’s 

London event. Two 

sourdough entries were awarded bronze. The main ingredient 

in Mark’s silver award-winning sourdough is Matthews 

Churchill Strong Bread Flour. The loaf is not only a winner in 

taste, but also a healthier option. Chia seeds are rich in soluble 

fibre and an excellent source of Omega-3 fatty acids, iron and 

calcium. Steeped in tradition, local provenance is at the heart 

of the flour company. The wheat used to make Matthews 

Cotswold Flour has perhaps the smallest transport footprint 

in the UK, travelling as little as 500 metres from the fields to 

the mill. Bertie Matthews, Matthews’ commercial director said, 

‘My father, Paul, has over 45 years’ experience in flour milling 

and I am thrilled that his continued hard work to maintain 

such a high-quality flour means we can supply artisan bakers 

with the best ingredients to produce even better products’. 

Bumper Christmas in Chippy 
Chipping Norton’s 

outdoor Sunday 

Christmas Market 

seemed, by all 

accounts, to be a 

great success. Most 

of the Town’s shops 

were open with 

town charities and 

clubs out in force 

with stalls. An 

outstanding children’s lantern parade plus songs and dance on 

the Christmas stage were very popular. Even the weather 

stayed favourable for outdoor winter shopping! Well done for 

a tremendous town effort with months of planning needed, 

particularly to the CIC Committee: Julia Cook, Lisa Barnes, 

Dom Harrison and Nicola Edginton. The Committee thanked 

the Town Council team from the Guildhall, all the volunteers 

who gave up time helping with traffic, set up, finding the 

electricity(!), shuttle bus, park and ride, sponsors and everyone 

providing entertainment and catering … and, of course, all the 

visitors who came on the day!  

Methodist Church sale 
Jenny Woolcock and 

members of 

Chipping Norton 

Methodist Church 

held a 50p sale in 

January to help raise 

funds for Raleigh 

International, part 

of the International 

Citizen Service 

(ICS). Jenny wrote 

in December’s News that she was going to Nepal as part of 

this scheme and, as a past Junior Church member, we were all 

pleased to help her raise the funds needed. Including 

donations from our penny jar, we raised £150. 

Elaine Parsons 

Lots on at the Library 
At Chipping Norton Library we’re looking forward to a 2019 

full of exciting new events while continuing the old favourites 

such as Rhyme Time and Gadget Help Sessions with Age UK. 

Our Coffee Morning with Age UK on the first Wednesday of 

every month will start at a slightly later time of 11am and will 

run until 1pm. Why not join us for a spot of tea or coffee and 

homemade cake? We hope you’re as excited as we are about 

the Harry Potter Book Night which is on Thursday 7 

February. If you’re aged 8 to 11 and potty about Harry Potter 

then don’t miss our event with treasure hunt and Potter quiz. 

Prize for the best fancy dress. The event is free but please 

contact the Library to book. Starts 6pm and finishes 8pm. Sing 

& Sign, with Emily from Sing & Sign Oxfordshire, returns in 

2019 on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10.30am. All 

events, sessions and library opening hours are shown on the 

Oxfordshire Libraries website. Wishing you a Happy New Year 

from all the staff at Chipping Norton Library!  

 Sally Moore, Library Manager  

Mark (right) with Bertie Matthews
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recycling collections means that food that can’t be eaten is 

converted to renewable energy and compost, with big 

benefits for the environment and savings for the council. Only 

around half of councils in England offer this service, and this 

year Oxfordshire councils collected the highest level of food 

waste yet, up 16.9% (compared to a 12.4% rise nationally). 

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste for further information 

about OCC’s Household Waste Recycling Centres, and tips 

on reducing waste.  

District Cllrs’ drop-in sessions 
Labour District Councillors Geoff Saul and Laetisia Carter 

hold drop-in advice sessions from 10am to 11.30am  on the 

first Wednesday of every month at The Old Mill Café at 7 

West Street. The next date is Wednesday 6 February, or you 

can contact us at geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk and 

laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk if you have concerns over 

housing, planning, recycling and refuse collection, parking, anti-

social behaviour or any other local issues. 

Penhurst to sponsor The Lido 
Penhurst Gardens Care 

Home is a proud new 

sponsor of The Lido, 

Chipping Norton, and 

their recent disabled 

access project. 

Community engagement is 

an important focus for the 

Porthaven care home 

located on New Street, so 

they were delighted to 

sponsor a facility as well 

known and loved as the 

Lido. In addition to 

sponsorship, a donation of 

£500 was made towards 

the Lido’s disabled access project, which saw a pool hoist 

added during the 2018 season. The hoist will enable everyone, 

regardless of their ability, to enjoy the many benefits of 

swimming. Those who find it harder to use the pool steps can 

enjoy time in the water, and benefit from recreational time 

outside with loved ones and carers. This is good news for 

Penhurst Gardens’ residents who can visit the Lido when it 

reopens in April 2019. Matthew Berry, Home Manager, said, 

‘It’s important for us to support the facilities in our local 

community – something we’re very passionate about. The 

Lido is a place many residents have enjoyed visiting and, 

thanks to the disabled access project, they’ll be able to 

continue to do so. Physical wellbeing is an important aspect of 

life at our Home, so we were really pleased to be able to 

donate towards the hoist, to benefit our residents and many 

others in Chipping Norton for years to come’. 

Secrets & scandals in Ascott  
Don’t miss a talk by world authority and local resident, Douglas 

Chirnside, on ‘The Secrets & Scandals of the Queen’s Private 

Jewels’. It’s on Friday 15 February at 7.30pm at The Tiddy Hall, 

Ascott-under-Wychwood. Get your tickets (£10 includes a glass 

of wine) from Sue Boyer on 01993 830142. All profits to Holy 

Trinity Church and the Wychwoods Day Centre. 

 

 

Positive life skills course 
If money is a source of stress, new free sessions run by the 

local church might be an answer to your prayers. St Mary’s 

and Chipping Norton Community Church are working 

together with charity Christians Against Poverty (CAP) to 

offer CAP Life Skills. This new, eight-week course is designed 

to give people confidence and decision-making skills to live 

well, look after yourself and feel positive, even on a low 

income.  

Hannah Charles from 

Chipping Norton 

Community Church said, ‘It’s 

a series of lovely, relaxed 

sessions. We’ll be looking at 

lifting the pressure to spend, 

and sharing some great 

practical tips to help take 

control of our money. We’ll 

also be doing a big section 

on making good food to 

help families stay healthy on a budget. Towards the end of the 

course, we’ll spend time on helping relationships – as these 

have a big impact on how we treat our finances. Most of all, it 

will be time to share what works and what doesn’t, both as a 

group and one-to-one.’ CAP is a charity that gives free help 

to everyone regardless of age, gender, faith or background. 

Starting 20 years ago, it first offered debt counselling and now 

offers a range of help to tens of thousands of people in 

hardship across the UK every year. There are 576 UK centres 

delivering debt counselling, money management, job clubs and 

support for people breaking addictions. For final details 

regarding dates please email Hannah at 

hannahcharles@caplifeskills.org or call or text her on 07579 

813765. 

Oxfordshire tops recycling list 
Oxfordshire has been named the best performing county 

council waste disposal authority in England for its recycling 

rates during 2017/18, ahead of Buckinghamshire and 

Cambridgeshire. Oxfordshire is top, first with the highest 

proportion of waste which is reused, recycled and composted 

(57.2%), and second the lowest amount of general waste 

(non-recyclable waste) produced per household (430kg). All 

Oxfordshire’s Districts recycled over 50% in 2017/18, (the 

national recycling rate is 45%). Oxfordshire’s food waste 
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Communion on the 4th Sunday of the month and a quieter, 

more contemplative service at 10am on the 2nd Sunday of 

the month. See our Facebook page or our page on the ‘A 

Church Near You’ website for more information. 

Sarah Durham 

Mary Newman (1940–2018) 
Mary’s life began on 12 September 1940, 

when she was born in the Brentford 

Isleworth Hospital in Middlesex. After the 

birth of Mary’s two younger sisters, the 

family moved to Essex, where she joined 

the local Church and became a Christian. 

After two years at Teacher Training 

College in Eastbourne, Mary got her first 

teaching job in Basildon. Mary came to 

Chippy to teach at Penhurst school in the 

late 60’s and quickly became a member of 

Chipping Norton Methodist Church and qualified as a local 

preacher in 1970. Although moving away to teach, her heart 

remained in Chippy and on her retirement she returned to 

town. She became a very active member of the Church as a 

Junior Church teacher, coffee morning regular, fellowship 

leader, including organising the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 

which became a personal project. Her Thanksgiving Service in 

November was attended by over 300 people: a tribute to 

how valued she was by family, friends and the community.  

Thanks to Elaine Parsons for sending this. 

Annette House (1964–2018) 
We take this opportunity to thank 

everybody who directly or indirectly gave 

Annette the help and courage to make 

the most of her illness. This helped her 

to live her remaining months with the 

spirit and optimism she was born with. 

A very special thank you goes to all at 

CETA where she spent most of her 

working life. Their help throughout the 

ten months made our lives more bearable. 

Another thank you to Mr Yasin Jussab and 

his staff from our local Co-op pharmacy where 

nothing was too much trouble from providing the correct 

medication to helpful advice. Thanks to all friends and well-

wishers for the hundreds of cards of sympathy. Finally, thanks 

go to Linda at the Crown & Cushion for an exceptional 

reception, Christopher Sole and his team at Sole & Sons and, 

last but not least, all of the medical staff who looked after 

Annette and tried so hard to keep her going. 

Frances, Roger, Daniel, Ian, Catherine & Family 

Derek Privett (1939–2018) 
Derek Privett passed away peacefully on 21 December aged 

79. Beloved husband of Christine, father of Helen and Mark, 

and granddad to Tracey and Jenny. A service for Derek was 

held at St Mary's Church, Chipping Norton. Christine asked 

for this message to be put in the News: ‘I would like to thank 

everyone who attended the funeral on 14 January. I am aware 

that I was not able to speak to you all that day, but I know 

Derek would have been as surprised and pleased as I am at 

the support of you all. Thank you.’ 

 

Supporting Katharine House 
Care for a cocktail? – This New Year, 

please host a cocktail night to raise money 

for our local Katharine House Hospice to 

support people facing life-limiting illness. 

Whether it’s in your home or your 

favourite pub or restaurant, there’s no 

better time to get together and help your 

local hospice. Find out more at www.khh.org.uk/cocktail. 

Volunteer in 2019 – From drivers to gardeners, shop assistants to 

complementary therapists and receptionists to fundraisers, Katharine 

House is looking for volunteers to join their fantastic team – with a 

couple of days a week or a couple of hours a year to spare! Two new 

opportunities include supporting patients and carers at home as a 

Hospice Companion or helping people to get active as a Health Walk 

leader. More from volunteering@khh.org.uk or 01295 816 477. 

2019 hospice events – include Midnight Walks, mountain 

treks, and open days. It costs £4.5 million to provide KHH 

services every year, and three-quarters of that funding comes 

from people in the local community. Last year KHH 

supported more than 800 people facing life-limiting illness. 

More at www.khh.org.uk.  

St Andrew’s Great Rollright 
We are currently in exciting times in our parish and at St 

Andrew’s Church as, by the time you read this, we pray that 

we will have appointed a new Rector to join us later in the 

year. Meanwhile, our regular services continue, 10am Holy 

Communion on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month, 8am Holy 
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COMMUNITY SAFETY

News from Chippy’s Fire Service 
Simon Sumners, our local Fire Station 
Commander sent the News the following 
update: 
Looking back to a busy 2018 – our 

fire station saw on average two calls 

a week, in and around the Town. Along 

with many false alarms and other calls, 

the station has attended 36 road traffic 

collisions and 27 fires. Over Christmas the crews had a 

reasonably quiet time, with only one call on Christmas Day, 

that being a false alarm and so no spoilt dinners at home!  

Call in and meet us. Recently the 

station has seen some of our firefighters 

either retire or move on to pastures 

new. We actively encourage anyone who 

wants to support our great team, to pop 

along to the station and have a chat. We 

train on a Wednesday evening and you 

could even have a go at our walking 

fitness test! You might surprise yourself.  

Safety in winter: Please take extra 

care, drive to the conditions, make sure your tyres are 

suitable and in good condition, and your windscreen free from 

ice and snow. It’s also a really good time to check those 

antifreeze levels. Keep safe and for any fire safety in the home 

advice, please see our 365alive website or speak to one of the 

crew, who will be happy to arrange a visit.  

Community First Responding 
South Central Ambulance 

Service (SCAS) has 

relaunched their training 

programme for community 

first responders and one local 

resident has already enrolled 

for the next selection day. Paul 

Butler McLees, who moved to 

Chippy last summer, was 

looking for an opportunity to 

volunteer and use knowledge 

from a previous career.  

Paul (pictured) told the 

News, ‘You will be trained by 

SCAS to be able calmly and 

professionally to deal with 

medical emergencies, 

providing sometimes life-

saving first aid to a patient in 

the crucial minutes before an 

ambulance arrives’. Paul said that after attending an initial six-

day training course (over several weekends and weekday 

evenings) and an annual one-day refresher course, he would 

expect to be able to start as a CFR. Paul said that first 

responders attend 999 emergencies such as heart attacks, 

stroke, choking, diabetic issues, seizures, breathing issues and 

unconscious patients. The ambulance service assesses the 

response needed – including from the Fire and Rescue 

Service. Paul said, ‘The key is that persons trained in the use 

of a defibrillator, basic airway management and oxygen 

therapy are able to attend patients within the first few 

minutes of the emergency to provide safe and effective 

interventions with calm and empathy. I look forward to the 

training and I urge others with similar desires to consider this 

role’. To know more or to apply contact SCAS on 01962 

898090 or email cfr@scas.nhs.uk. 

Neighbourhood Watch update 
Scam awareness In December we 

organised a Scam Awareness event in 

the Town Hall. It was great to see so 

many attend who received some great 

advice from the TVP Cyber Protect 

Officer, Trading Standards and Age UK. 

OCC Fire and Rescue were there offering to book people for 

Free Home Safety checks. Thanks to everyone for coming 

along, Chipping Norton Town Council for allowing us to use 

the Town Hall and Sainsbury’s for providing refreshments – 

we really appreciate it. For more information about 

recognising potential scams or what to do if you think 

someone is being scammed, please get in touch. 

Action & Awareness Day – We will be holding our next 

public awareness event in the Town Hall in April – please look 

out for confirmation of the date.  

Clare Percival – NHWchippingnorton@gmail.com 

Neighbourhood Police 
Number plate thefts There has been an increase in these 

thefts around Chipping Norton. Please remember, 

Southcombe Garage have anti-theft number plate screws and 

will fit them free. Call 643999 to check availability.  

Pickpockets Make sure your purses and wallets are securely 

zipped away. Use inside jacket pockets if you can. When out 

and about, don’t leave handbags or jackets with wallets in on 

the back of chairs. Purse/wallet bells are great. They attach to 

the purse or wallet and ‘jingle’ if moved. Contact the 

Neighbourhood team if you would like one.  

The Thames Valley Police website, www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

has useful information and crime prevention advice. In an 

emergency always call 999. To report a non-emergency crime 

or to speak to your local Neighbourhood Police team call 101. 

Email ChippingNortonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 

Simon Sumners
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Town Expansion 
Designing Chippy’s (now official) major expansio
Road’ – has started. Featured are some urgent q

plans,  latest on HGV traffic and sBloor plans for 100 homes  
Bloor Homes has bought land at The Pillars along Banbury Road (next to the Cricket Club), 

already has approval in principle for 100 new 

homes, and has now submitted a more detailed 

planning application. The Town Council has 

registered support but Oxfordshire County 

Council, as highway authority, has objected. They 

say the layout has no visitor parking, with some 

driveways too close to the new main access and 

junction with Banbury Road, which is the 

beginning of the proposed ‘Link Road’ that 

would later be extended across to London Road 

and beyond – eventually reaching Burford Road.  

A local resident has also objected that there is no footpath link from the development to the 

London Road for the Health Centre, S3 bus stops, the new shops, school, nursery etc. He told 

the News, ‘The new residents will be enclosed by a 6 foot high fence and forced to use their cars 

for everything. This goes against the environmental policies of the County and West Oxfordshire 

Councils. They need to be joined up and create a proper safe network of foot and cycleways to 

local facilities before it is too late. It should be straightforward to make a footpath connection 

to Russell Way by the Health Centre; after all OCC owns the land!’ If planning is approved, the 

homes would comprise sixty 2, 3 and 4 bedroomed houses for sale, fourteen 2 and 3 bed shared 

equity homes and twenty-six 1, 2 and 3 bedroom homes for rent. 

80 more ‘extra-care’ apartments 
More extra-care apartments are planned in Chipping Norton, between London Road and the 

Health Centre. Oxfordshire County Council owns the land and has chosen specialist provider 

‘Housing and Care 21’, based in 

Hagley, to construct 80 new 

one- and two-bedroomed 

apartments. This development 

has long been signalled in the 

Local Plan. A newly submitted 

full planning application 

describes the apartments as 

self-contained accommodation 

appealing to down-sizers and is adaptable for people with changing needs associated with ageing. 

So the flats will be suitable for those with high care needs alongside those with virtually none. 

The development includes a residents’ lounge, dining area, kitchen, activity room, assisted 

bathroom and hair salon. The development will offer day care, meals and home care to the wider 

community. All apartments will be ‘affordable’, with 60 units ‘affordable rented’ and 20 available 

as shared ownership thanks to a £2.9m funding from The Oxfordshire Growth Deal and 

£300,000 from WODC. Hopefully, this will enable older people currently occupying family-sized 

homes to move to more manageable accommodation with the option of increased on-site care, 

so freeing up larger homes. The Town Council objects to the ‘ugly’ design and to more homes 

for the elderly. The planning application is on WODC’s website under ref 18/03673/FUL. 

Link Road and HGV ban 
Chipping Norton Town Council opposed the now likely new Link Road – effectively taking the 

A361 (and its town centre lorries) round the back of Chippy’s new development (see map). Now 

those A361 HGVs may be a lot less, as in December, Oxfordshire Council approved an 18 month 

7.5 tonnes experimental weight limit through Burford, proposed and funded by their Town 

Council. Chippy’sTown Council agreed to contribute £15000 to Burford’s costs because of 

potential benefits to Chippy. Burford’s scheme could produce unintended diversionary impacts - 

hence the 18 month experiment. Monitoring by Trading Standards (funded by Burford) will be 

done in Burford, Bladon roundabout, Witney and Chipping Norton at the A361/A44 junction. This 

first community-funded scheme in Oxfordshire creates a potential precedent. Chippy and other 

towns could propose such an HGV scheme on the busier A44. Gloucestershire are pursuing 

another one with Stow for A436. Cash-strapped County Councils could put more pressure on 

small Town Councils (including ours) to pay for things previously done by higher authorities. 

Funding, if carefully earmarked, could come from new housing developments, rather than from 

creeping council tax rises. 

Ban
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n – it’s happening 
pansion – including 1200 houses and a new ‘Link 

gent questions, to be answered, initial developers’ 
and some threats to our heritage. Threat to Roman heritage? 

Will Chippy’s big new development be driving over some of our 
most important historical sites? Historian, author and former 
Chippy resident David Eddershaw sent the News this ‘alert’ about 
the area’s archaeological interest. 
‘One issue with little coverage so far is the 

effect the development will have on a 

significant bit of Chippy’s early history: the 

archaeological site near Glyme Lane. The 

exact boundary of the development area 

and precise route of the road are not yet 

finalised but they will inevitably have an 

impact.The famous 2nd century carved stone 

head (pictured here) ploughed up in a field 

at Glyme Farm in 1972 (now in the 

Museum) is the most interesting find from 

this area so far, confirming some kind of 

quite important Roman building there, perhaps a villa or temple? We do 

not know, nor are we sure about its exact position. The OS map marks 

a ‘Roman Building’ in one of the fields and the suggested boundary of 

the new development area carefully skirts round it. However, the map is 

misleading, giving a false sense of certainty about the building’s location 

– itself only a rough indication based on information I supplied many 

years ago. As far as I am aware it has never been fully investigated to 

prove more accurately where its buried foundations are situated. In any 

case, if it is indeed a villa like others in Oxfordshire (roughly equivalent 

to a large farmhouse with outbuildings) it is likely to consist of an 

extensive range of buildings, courtyards and barns. A temple or shrine 

would be smaller, probably a single building, but it is essential to establish 

its exact position and its archaeological context (ie what other 

associated features may be nearby), before any development work starts. 

In addition to this Roman feature there is evidence that the 

archaeology goes back much earlier than the Romans, extending much 

wider into other parts of the proposed development towards London 

Road. More recent fieldwalking has produced other finds such as flints 

and early pottery fragments suggesting human activity and possibly 

occupation of this high ground near the source of the river Glyme as far 

back as the Neolithic period. Thankfully, these finds were made legally 

with the permission of the landowners and correctly reported to the 

Portable Antiquities Scheme sponsored by the British Museum, who will 

have recorded them, so evidence should still be available to inform the 

developers. The construction of a road and hundreds of houses here will 

destroy whatever below-ground evidence lies in its path. 

However, this is not all bad news. At present we know nothing for 

certain about this tantalising site which is potentially very significant to 

the origins of Chipping Norton, but a clause in the Strategic Plan 

stipulates that there must be ‘investigation, recording and safeguarding 

of the known and potential archaeological significance of the area prior 

to commencement of development’ and that the results must be 

deposited in a public archive. This is standard practice for any major 

development these days (over a thousand archaeologists are currently 

investigating the path of HS2 rail link). The Town should consider 

insisting that a full investigation is carried out here. It is not going to stop 

the development but it offers the exciting prospect of finally providing 

some firm evidence and expert interpretation about the site and the 

earliest people to live here centuries before the market town we know 

today was inhabited.’ 

The developers will be required to assess the impacts of their proposals on 
archaeology and have already told WODC they are aware of the Roman finds. 
However, the extent of these may be greater than currently recorded and 
David has raised this with WODC. More WODC investigations may well reveal 
new finds of great interest.
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Explore your birthing 
options at our 

Community 
Birth Evening  

Monday, 25 March                
6pm-8pm at the                      

Cotswold Birth Centre, 
Chipping Norton, OX7 5AU 

Or call 01608 697930 for more information
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CHIPPY HEALTH UPDATE

The Health Centre gets healthy! 
Chipping Norton Health Centre’s team is putting its best feet 

forward into the new year with the intention of promoting a 

healthy lifestyle thoughout 2019! In recent weeks a focus 

group started to plan events and initiatives that all colleagues 

could become involved in – their first was the Winter Walk in 

aid of Sobell House on Sunday 14 January at Blenheim Palace. 

The team are pictured here with walking boots laced, and 

dogs and children in tow enjoying a fresh and fun day! 
 The grand plan is to encourage good physical and mental 

health for all staff. A positive start is by using the ‘Couch to 
5k’ programmes or similar, with a target of as many staff as 
possible attending a Banbury Parkrun in the spring. Dr Wendy 
Hall has spearheaded the Practice being recognised as a 
‘parkrun practice’, meaning the clinicians can actively promote 
parkrun events as a form of exercise for patients who may 
benefit from becoming more active. 

The Health Centre plans to partner local health groups 
to offer a range of health advice to their patients too. 
Organisations like Achieve Oxfordshire, which promotes and 
supports groups like the Man v Fat football league, where the 
biggest losers win! Dr Whittle and the Team would also like 
to thank all who donated to his and others moustache growth 
during Movember! In total they raised over £500 for the 
charity which supports young men in taking care of their 
physical and mental health, including suicide prevention and 
raising awareness of testicular and prostate cancers. 

The Health Centre Patient Participation Group is also 
starting the year off well with an event planned for Saturday 
2 March at the Town Hall on The Overuse of Antibiotics – the 
first of a series of FREE patient information sessions. 

Patient Participation Group 
The purpose: Chipping Norton Health 

Centre Patient Participation Group (PPG) is 

there to promote health in the Town and 

surrounding areas and to work closely in 

support of the Health Centre clinicians and 

staff to improve the standard of care for all 

Its aims are to: 
• provide a patient’s perspective to the Health Centre 

• work with the Health Centre by building on what services 
work well and to assist making improvements where needed, 
considering any patient surveys or feedback received 

• assist with general Health Centre information to patients 

• actively promote healthy living  

• be a critical friend to the Health Centre 

• actively promote best use of the services offered, both 
within the Health Centre and within the locality 

How it works: Every practice is required to have a PPG, but 

the way it works can vary according to local needs. Our PPG 

has a small Steering Group, maximum of 12 people, which 

meets regularly, liaises with the Health Centre, organises 

events, assists with flu clinics and carries out the purposes and 

aims of the PPG. The PPG also has other volunteers who 

assist on specific tasks or events. The PPG has set up a 

controlled list for those patients who have signed up to be 

contacted by the PPG as appropriate, thus enabling all 

patients to be involved. The PPG has Facebook group, Twitter 

feed and e-mail address. You can contact our PPG via: e-mail 

cnhc.ppg@nhs.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Living Better 
A series of open meetings for all, about your health 

and wellbeing by Chipping Norton Health Centre’s 

Patient Participation Group (PPG) Our first one: 

The Overuse of Antibiotics 

Antibiotics – Do they always work?                    
Why does your doctor not always prescribe 

them? Find out why, and more  

Chipping Norton Town Hall 
Saturday 2 March 

Professor Carl Heneghan 

BM, BCH, MA, MRCGP, DPhil 

Professor of Evidence-based Medicine,                 

University of Oxford 

Chaired and introduced by  
Dr Isabel Welch, Chipping Norton Health Centre 

Refreshments from 10am, presentation starts at 

10.30am, followed by questions until 12noon 

e-mail enquiries to cnhc.ppg@nhs.net 

Cotswold Birth Centre 

Do you want to have your baby at home or in a Midwife-Led 

Unit? Chippy’s award winning midwife-led maternity unit 

oversaw 50 births in the four months from September to 

December. They recorded: 

- 24 Girls and 26 Boys 

- Smallest 6lb 2oz, largest 10lb 3oz 

- 39 used the birthing pool 

- 9 beautiful home births 

- 90% breastfeeding rate 

- Transfer rate (to JR) 36% (50% in labour, 50% postpartum, 

98% vaginal birth) 

- Busiest day 30 September 

Why not find out more? Join the team at their first 

Community Birth Evening ~ see below: 
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FOOD & LOVE 

Whistlers’ very own ‘Masterchef ’ 
If you try Whistlers in 

Middle Row for a 

Valentine’s meal you 

may bump into head 

chef Dave Hall, who in 

December made it 

through to the quarter 

finals of BBC’s 

MasterChef: The 
Professionals. Dave was 

among 48 chefs out of 

20,000 who applied. 

The 48 share several 

Michelin stars and Dave described the competition as fierce. 

He said, ‘The show had its strongest group of chefs ever. I did 

the best I could and I'm so proud of even getting there’. 

Dave and his fellow competitors had to complete a near-

disastrous skills test using oysters. ‘Oysters are not a food I 

enjoy so not a food I have much experience with. I thought I 

was going home.’ But he got through it to cook his signature 

dish – poached and roasted chicken breast, crispy chicken 

wing, truffled cauliflower cheese, with spätzle, asparagus and 

lemon dressing. 

Through to the next round, the invention test showcased 

a dish to be based on eggs. Dave gave the expert judges 

(presenter Gregg Wallace, chef Monica Galetti and two-

Michelin-starred chef Marcus Wareing) a poached peach 

frangipane tart with cardamom custard and Italian meringue. 

Dave told us, ‘It couldn't have gone any better, it all fell into 

place. I received the sort of comments that I set out to get – 

Marcus said I had knocked it out of the park!’  

This took Dave through to the final 16, aiming to wow the 

three food critics – Jay Rayner, William Sitwell and Amol Rajan 

– with a play on fish and chips and a fondant tart. In this 

challenge, he cooked pan-fried halibut with warm tartar sauce, 

salt and vinegar mash, tempura sorrel and sea vegetables 

followed by chocolate fondant tart, crème fraiche, poached 

raspberries and raspberry gel and honeycomb. 

The 35-year-old admitted he was a little starstruck at 

rubbing shoulders with so many other talented chefs. He said, 

‘It was a dream come true. I've been watching MasterChef for 

a number of years and meeting those kind of chefs is 

something I've always wanted to do. They are icons – a chef's 

rock star. It was so out of my comfort zone but I had a blast.’ 

Dave said he also had great feedback which has already helped 

him, saying, ‘My mindset wasn't that I had to win. I'm definitely 

a better chef for it’. 

Whistlers’ owners, Jane and Richard Main, said Dave’s 

starring on MasterChef: The Professionals came at a great time 

for Whistlers.  ‘We have been very proactive in developing our 

profile recently and in November received a stunning review 

from Katherine McAlister of the Oxford Mail. So when 

MasterChef was aired at the end of November it really 

complemented this.’ Christmas was incredibly busy, with 

regulars and first-time visitors – and a somewhat bewildered 

Dave giving autographs and selfies. Jane added, ‘We are all 

exceptionally proud of Dave for all that he has achieved.  He 

presented so genuinely on camera and reaching the final 16 

from over 20,000 entrants is a testament to his unwavering 

commitment to be the best chef he can be. Well done Dave!’ 

Dave’s Valentine Chocolate Fondant 
Whistlers’ Valentine’s Day special menu for 2019 starts with pan-
fried scallops, ham hock, cauliflower and apple, then Dave’s pan-
fried halibut dish (loved by Jay Rayner), and his MasterChef 
chocolate fondant – which you can make for your Valentine – see 
recipe below. 

There’s a reason why Valentine's Day menus 

always end with chocolate. It’s the way to your 

beloved’s heart – cliché or not, chocolate still 

ticks all the right boxes and it's peculiarly 

seductive. But not any old dish – something a 

bit lighter, a little more sophisticated, and a lot 

more impressive. Cue the fondant – the 

following quantities serve four. 

125g dark chocolate 

125g butter 

100g icing sugar 

2 whole eggs 

2 additional egg yolks 

40g cocoa powder 

65g plain flour 

4g baking powder 

Melt the chocolate and butter. Whisk the egg and icing sugar 

together and mix into the cooled chocolate. Sieve the rest of 

ingredients into the mix and fold. Line individual pudding rings 

lined with parchment or butter and cocoa. Cook at 180 

degrees (mark 6) for approximately 9 minutes and rest for 2 

minutes. (Dave’s tip: take it  out before you think it’s cooked 

and let it rest well). Just add some raspberries and crème 

fraiche – delicious!  

Valentine’s Day 
The News Team visits Chipping Norton’s Whistlers to meet our proud BBC 

‘MasterChef: The Professionals’ contestant, asks him for a lovers’ pudding and adds a poem by 
late author and Chippy resident Shirley Toulson.

Lots of Love from 
In childhood, as in age 
We send ‘lots of love’, 
‘Hope you are well 
And happy too’. So 
Stripped down to that, 
We have no need 
Of cool best wishes, 
Kind regards. 
Age catches childhood up, 
Can find at last 
That how it must sign off 
Is simply by ‘Love from’.

by Shirley Toulson                                                                 
Published Ore, &  in A Lifetime of Poetry (2018) compiled by Ian Toulson

Why not 
complete 
the theme 

by using 
heart-shaped 

moulds?
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THE ARTS

The Theatre 
On at the Theatre Another successful Panto season ended 

in mid January after Aladdin and his friends had played to 

around 100 near sellout performances.  

The new Spring season 

brochure brings one of The 

Theatre’s most packed and 

diverse line-ups yet. Some 

samples to try: Crimes on the 
Nile (13-16 Feb), a live on-stage 

comedy thriller brought to 

Chippy by New Old Friends – 

and yes there is even a Belgian 

detective! Or on 2 March, 

Fascinating Aida’s Lisa Pulman 
sings Streisand’s ‘The Way we 

Were’ and more; or maybe from 

the film list on 21 and 24 

February, the touching story of Stan & Ollie. Bookings and all 

information from Box Office 642350 or at 

www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Join the Friends’ Screening It’s that original high school 

musical Grease.  A wonderful hot summer on the beach in 

California in 1959 – remember?  Danny and Sandy both now 

attend Rydell High, and the rest is history!  Why not dress up 

and sing along to some of the most popular film tunes of all 

time? Guaranteed night of fun on 8 March at 7.30.  

The Theatre 200 Club drew a blank in January! With just 

100 members out of a possible 200 tickets, this can happen. 

To enter for the £50 monthly prize, drop into the Box Office 

and pick up a leaflet, call or see website.  

Take Part’s Half Term Workshops Practical workshops 

doing a Play in two days involving drama games, improvisations 

and devising a play. Learn how a performance is created from 

scratch. Mon 18 and Tue 19 Feb, 10am-4pm (8-12 yrs, £50). 

Thurs 21 & Fri 22 Feb, 10am-1pm (5-7 yrs, £40). In Curtain up, 
create a new piece of theatre, through ballet and drama, based 

on Noel Streatfield’s Curtain Up, the sequel to Ballet Shoes. 
Sun17-Wed 20: 10am-4pm, Thur 21: 10am-6.45pm. (8-16 yrs, 

£130). Workshops end with a performance on the stage to 

family and friends. Call the Box Office for details and to book.  

Chipping Norton Singers Take Part at the Theatre includes 

this friendly singing group, who were, last term, delighted to 

welcome several new members, across the voice range, to 

swell their ranks. There were new songs, including classic pop 

and festive to add to the existing repertoire. CNS sang at The 

Windmill Centre in Deddington to raise funds for Sure Start 

and then at The Ashmolean Museum in the Oxford Christmas 

Light Festival. They returned to Chastleton House for 

Christmas carols and songs (pictured below), then made their 

debut at Penhurst Gardens Care Home to entertain residents 

and friends with Christmas cheer.  Thanks to member Gail 

Bradley for the update.  She adds, ‘Why not come and join us? 

It’s fun to sing and good for us all physically and mentally!  We 

meet on Thursday evenings from 7.30 to about 9pm, in the 

Parish Rooms down by the Church, with our amazing Choir 

Director, Cat McGill’. Everyone is welcome, no experience 

needed; you can try a taster session first. The term has started 

but you can still join.  

Check the latest Theatre brochure or website for other Take Part 
activities.  

Chipping Norton Music Festival 

The 107th Chipping Norton Music Festival – one of the 

oldest such events in the UK, takes place from Friday 8 to 

Sunday 24 March. The Festival has expanded to over two 

weeks of events for children of all ages and abilities, along with 

adults. It also now includes professional concerts and 

masterclasses. The Festival is non-competitive and adjudicated 

by professionals, giving constructive feedback to all. There are 

classes in music and drama for all ages, individuals and groups 

ranging from piano, voice, and composition through to verse-

speaking.  

Classes include: 9 March: junior and senior choirs; 11 

March: woodwind, brass and recorders; 12 March: orchestras 

and ensembles, strings; 15 March: piano; 16 March: piano; 17 

March: classical guitar; 19 March: speech and drama; 20 March:  

Year 5 children’s workshop; 22 March: senior vocal; 23 March:  

junior vocal. For timings and locations see www.cnmf.org.uk 

or pick up a syllabus at Jaffé & Neale. The participatory classes 

are accompanied by a series of professional concerts. The 

Festival culminates in a concert presenting the fortnight’s 

highlights when trophies are awarded for outstanding 

performances from musicians and performers of all ages. 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Cake.  
Coffee. 
Read. 

Repeat. 
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Further details of the concerts next month and at 

www.cnmf.org.uk. 

Chiplitfest 
8th Chipping Norton Literary Festival 
25-28 April. As always there will be an 

eclectic and exciting mix of best-selling 

authors and up-and-coming names in 

venues all over town, plus the fabulously 

fun children’s programme.  Events include: 

Philip Mould & Amy Orrock: Painting 
Childhood; Andy Stanton: Mr Gum; Nicci 

French & Ambrose Parry: Murder they wrote; Ade 
Adepitan: Ade’s Amazing Adventures; Jo Brand: Born Lippy; 
Gina Miller: Rise; Prof Angela Gallop:  When the Dogs 
Don’t Bark; MG Leonard: The Battle of the Beetles; Adrian 
Tinniswood: with a sneak behind the throne; Fiona 
Stafford: The Brief Life of Flowers. Tickets on sale from the 

Theatre for Chiplitfest Friends from 10am on 25 February 

and for general bookers from 10am on 4 March.  More details 

on www.chiplitfest.com and in next month’s News.  

Museum and Exhibitions 
The Arts Society Cotswolds The lecture on 13 February 

is MacDonald Gill: Architect, Artist and Mapmaker with Caroline 

Walker. MacDonald ‘Max’ Gill is best known for his pictorial 

map posters of London Underground and his painted map 

panels for iconic buildings such as Lindisfarne Castle. His 

legacy can be found in Arts & Crafts cottages in Sussex and 

Dorset. Lectures begin at 11am at the Warwick Hall, Church 

Green, Burford. Non-members welcome (suggested donation 

£10). Details www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

The Museum of Oxfordshire at Woodstock, the Taking Tea 
Exhibition, until 24 March, tells the story of the Great British 

cuppa, from an exotic drink from the Far East to a symbol of 

the British Empire’s 

power, an inspiration 

for studio potters and 

the favourite drink of 

the Nation. See some of 

the earliest and modern 

British teapots – from 

the everyday to the 

quirky. Also featured is 

the Oxford University 

Museums’ A Nice Cup of 
Tea project on the 

darker aspects of tea production. Free entry. Half Term 
Children’s Activities include Tue 19 Feb TOM Tots: 10.30-11am ~ 

stories, song and rhyme for U5s ~ £1 per child / £2.50 family. 

Also Family Fun Drops: Fantastic Teapots! 19 Feb, 2-4pm How 

many teapots can you draw? Experiment with tea-painting. £2 

per child / £5 family. Then Time for Tea Thurs 21 Feb, 2-4pm. 

Use paper and card to make a tea time tray to take home. £2 

per child / £5 family. 

Music 
CN Amateur Operatic Society Rehearsals for the 

CHAOS production of My Fair Lady are going well. Debbie 

Radley plays Eliza Doolittle and Kieran Keeble is Professor 

Higgins. They previously played opposite each other in 

Carousel. Martin Hannant plays Alfred P Doolittle (he last 

played him forty years ago), Ryan Souch is Freddy Eynsford 

Hill, with a strong supporting cast. Everyone knows Wouldn’t 
it be lovely, With a little bit of luck, I’m getting married in the 
morning, I could have danced all night, On the street where you live 

and more. Shows Thurs 16 to Sat 18 May at 7.30pm with a 

Saturday matinée. Tickets from Theatre Box Office on 642350. 

Book early as tickets will go fast. for more information email 

courtdavid35@gmail.com 

CRAG Sunday Tea Concerts The penultimate concert this 

series on Sunday 17 February at 3pm features Bach’s Goldberg 
Variations with harpsichord player Alastair Ross – principal 

keyboard player of the Academy of Ancient Music and The 

Sixteen, with whom he played a Handel Organ Concerto in 

the 2009 BBC Proms. A tribute concert in memory of 

Maurice Cochrane and Roger Pensom. Tickets £12 (£5 up to 

age 16), include tea and homemade cake. Reserve tickets via 

charlburyrefugee@gmail.com or for further concert details   

and to join or donate to Charlbury Refugee Action Group 

visit www.charlbury.info/community/88/  

Burford Singers Spring Concert Brahms: Ein deutsches 
Requiem and Vaughan Williams: Five Mystical Songs Sunday 14 

April 7.30pm. Church of St John the Baptist, Burford OX18 4RY. 

Burford Singers with Soprano Robyn Allegra Parton; Baritone 

Gareth Brynmor John; Cotswold Chamber Orchestra, Leader 

Kate Bailey, Conductor, Bob Chilcott. Tickets reserved £23, £19, 

£15, unreserved £10. Booking after 8 February: Online (& 

concert details via www.burfordsingers.org.uk) ~ booking fee 

applies; in person (unreserved tickets only) from The Madhatter 

Bookshop, 122 High Street, Burford.  

 

Image: Oxfordshire History Centre
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SPORTS NEWS

didi rugby – getting kids active! 
didi rugby 

(didirugby.com) 

is a franchise 

sharing training, 

ideas and best 

practice to 

intro-duce very 

young children 

to rugby. It was 

launched in 

Chippy last 

September. It’s 

aimed at kids 

from 18 months 

to six years 

who split into 

three separate age groups; didi minis, didi juniors and didi 

seniors. These age ranges offer flexible boundaries and are 

based on each child’s ability and confidence to feel 

comfortable in their sessions. didi rugby will help children get 

physically active, teach new skills and improve co-ordination, 

speed and balance. It also helps them learn social skills while 

having lots of fun in a positive, safe and friendly environment.  

The first session is free so come along and see what it 

involves and what a typical didi session looks like. Classes 

currently run on Saturday mornings at Chipping Norton 

Rugby Club, and all sessions are delivered by qualified and 

DBS checked coaches. To book a free taster session, or for 

further information, email amy.pinfold@didirugby.com. 

Amy Pinfold 

Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
Just before Christmas we paid a visit to our mini and junior 

sponsors at Penhurst Gardens Care Home to show residents 

our new shirt. Club Chair, Patrick Neale, Tom Goffe, 

representing 

the 1st XV and 

A l e x a n d e r  

Wi l l i amson  

from our 

U13s (pictur-

ed) thanked 

residents for 

their support 

and talked all 

things rugby. 

M e a n w h i l e  

our first team 

have maintained their unbeaten season at the top of their 

league with good away wins at Abingdon and Berkshire Shire 

Hall and now face Aldermaston and Faringdon at home in 

January with Harwell away on the 9 February. You cand find 

more information about our RFU accredited club on our 

website by visiting: http://chippingnorton.rfu.club 

Graeme Williamson 

Cricket 
January is a quiet month for CN Cricket Club, although I am 

sure the Secretary and Treasurer still have work to do. Indoor 

cricket has started at Banbury, with a defeat against Banbury. 

Indoor nets should start in February, shared with Hook 

Norton at Charlbury. 

The Club had a meeting with the developer for the 

proposed 100 houses to be built next to the ground. This is 

now up for full planning permission. Funny that this goes to 

planning, like the outline planning application, whilst we are 

out of our main season. However the developers seem to be 

willing to help the Club.  

There has been confusion concerning the Panorama TV 

programme on the Town Football Club broadcast in 

December. The cricket match featured was played at our 

ground, where all the different clubs involved with the 

developer met up to talk but the Cricket Club itself has never 
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Burton (2) again the Chippy goal scorers. The season resumed 

on 5 January away against Spartan. As always, anyone wanting 

to get involved with the Club either playing and/or on the 

committee should contact Dominic Rickard on 643280. 

Dominic Rickard 

Chippy Swifts 
Chippy Swifts 

welcome 2019 

with great 

anticipation. 112 

young superstars 

are now signed 

on making this, in 

terms of 

numbers, the 

most successful 

year in the club’s 

recent history. 

The winter 

weather has 

been kind with 

only a handful of games postponed and players are  relishing 

the game during this relatively mild period. Let’s hope this 

continues.  

Many improvements are planned for the coming year. A 

long overdue refurbishment of the clubhouse and better 

signage will make the whole site a more attractive place for 

home supporters and visitors alike. You can stay up to date 

with all the latest news and details of fixtures via our 

facebook page or our website www.chippyswifts.co.uk 

Martyn Walsh

SPORTS NEWS

The Swifts’ U10W team in their                         
Aldi sponsored kit

been involved with the developer. I do hope the Football Club 

can emerge from this and return to play in the Town. 

Graham Beacham 

Youth Cricket: Registration Day is at the Clubhouse 10am-

4pm 16 March. Parents interested in their children playing or 

learning cricket this year MUST sign up as there will be a 

number cut off in the U7/U9s age group unless we can get 

some more help with coaching to meet ECB requirements. 

Anyone prepared to give some time at a very friendly club to 

help with coaching and/or team management please email 

me,  via bloxhamsue@aol.com. Spread the word amongst 

family and friends – the cricket season is great fun. 

Sue Powell 
Swimming with 4SSC 

The year has started well for Four Shires 

Swimming Club with Charlotte Oliver 

and Abby Chapman qualifying for a 

1500m freestyle swim in the county 

competition – a first for over 25 years as 

girls had been restricted to 800m. We are delighted that they 

qualified in the top 32 with Abby knocking 21 seconds off her 

entry time. Then in mid January we wished Abby and 

Charlotte plus Matthew Edmonds, Aaron Hamilton and Sarah 

Jarvis all the best as they swam the 800m freestyle. This is also 

the first time boys have been allowed to enter this event for 

many years. Over three other weekends we have 18 individual 

swimmers and many relay teams taking part in the Oxon & 

Bucks county championships. All have done amazingly well to 

qualify as entry times get faster every year. We wish them all 

the best and will report on results next month. If you are a 

keen swimmer and would like to become more competitive 

please contact membership@4ssc.co.uk for a trial. 

Philippa Upton 

Chipping Norton Town Football 
Weather took its toll at the back end of 2018. Since the last 

update Chippy crashed out of the Junior Shield to local rivals 

Kingham 5-2 with consolation goals from Jack Knight and 

Matt Smith. That was followed up on 10 November with a 5-

2 victory over Bletchington, Mark Corbett with 2, Rocky 

Burton with a hat-trick. December saw just the one game – a 

tense 4-3 defeat to Hooky with Mark Corbett and Rocky 
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CNWI 1948-2018 
At the November meeting of Chipping Norton Women’s 

Institute, Veronica Wilson gave an interesting in-depth 

presentation about the campaigning resolutions which our 

national organisation has supported over the last 100 years. 

The December meeting was a sociable get together for 

members and guests which proved to be very enjoyable, with 

a delightful entertainment by Margaret Thomas. It was also a 

poignant occasion, as this was the final gathering of our WI. 

Having played an active part in the life of Chipping Norton 

since January 1948, we are no longer able to sustain 

committee and membership at a viable level, and have 

therefore decided to bow out gracefully at the end of our 

70th anniversary year. The committee and I would like to 

thank all members past and present for their friendship and 

for loyally supporting us in so many ways. 

Prudence Chard 

Chipping Norton Yacht Club in 2019 
Our Christmas gathering, now well established at the Blue 

Boar, went with a swing – live music, fiendish quiz, eclectic 

photos for the annual competition, good cheer, tall tales ... 

We have a full talks programme for 2019, kicking off with 

Max Liberson’s return in January to recount the delivery trip 

of member’s yacht Eleni from a muddy creek in Essex to 

sunny Greece. (pictured). Nicholas Gray, author of Astronauts 

of Cape Horn, will tell us in February about the only eleven 

men ever to have sailed around Cape Horn single-handed 

(contrasting them with the twelve men ever having been to 

the moon). In March we welcome Hannah Stodel, British 

Paralympic sailor, who represented Great Britain at three 

Paralympics and the Disabled Sailing World Championships; 

then in April our Phil Levermore will regale us with tales of 

his Mediterranean odyssey to Lebanon. Mike Austin comes in 

May to talk about the intrepid Joshua Slocum and the first 

solo circumnavigation, aboard Spray. Then after the summer 

break we’ve lined up author Justin Tyres; yachting journalist 

Nic Compton; and our own Chris Adams, who competed in 

the 2018 Sydney Hobart race…..Visit cnyc.co.uk for details of 

talks and to book. Why not join us? No boat required. For 

further details please email membership@cncy.co.uk 

Roger Backhaus 

Sunny circle for Chippy Ramblers 
A lucky number of thirteen met for the first Ramble in 2019 

and took the circular route from Chippy to Salford and back. 

A mild sunny day with lovely views from the ridge of Chippy 

one way and Salford the other – and not too much mud! The 

next first Sunday will be 3 February. If you come to New 

Street Car Park at 1.30pm you can be sure of a walk of four 

to five miles in good company. For more details contact 

Heather on 643691 or email rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk 

or alternatively email jennyharrington@btinternet.com 

Heather Leonard 

Rotary Club of Burford & Kingham  
At the end of last year we had a talk by Robin Smitten about 

the Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomical Society – a 

delightful though humbling presentation which reminded us of 

the immensity of the universe. We had our Christmas dinner 

and Charter night and were entertained by pupils from the 

Music Department at Burford School.  

During December 

the Mermaid Inn in 

Burford kindly sup-

ported fundraising for 

the Rotary charity Roll 

out the Barrel which 

provides barrels for 

women and children in 

developing countries to 

roll rather than carry 

water to their homes. 

See www.rolloutthebarrel.org for details. Money was raised 

by challenging people to balance a £1 coin on a lemon floating 

in a jar of water. Successful attempts were rewarded with £5 

but when the £1 coin fell into the water, it went to the charity. 

Great fun! Many thanks to the Mermaid Inn for their support! 

If you’d like to help this initiative please email 

barber.sg@gmail.com.  

Future talks include: The History of RAF Little Rissington 

– David Brown in February, Volunteering in war-torn 

Afghanistan – Jean Hartley in March and in April The Witney 

Blanket Industry – Valerie Burton. Visitors are welcome to join 

us for these talks and supper. Please contact secretary, Terry 

Best, at terry.a.best@btinternet beforehand to book.  

Stephen Barber 

No UKIP Corner 
There is no UKIP Corner this month, following the author’s 

resignation from the Party. Please see the letters page for a 

statement from Jim Stanley. 

Chipping Norton Labour Party update 
In December we hosted here in Chippy a very successful 

Constituency Labour Party Christmas Dinner so our thanks 

to all at The Chequers who helped put on a great evening. We 

were also visited before Christmas by Labour’s MEP for the 

South East Region, John Howarth, who expressed his 

incredulity at the way the Government had launched into 

Brexit negotiating talks before it had even worked out what it 

wanted to ask for. John spoke entertainingly about the 

shortcomings of the Government’s Brexit negotiations and 

generously stayed to answer questions late into the evening.  

We will be holding another of our popular Quiz and 

Chips event at the Chequers in late February to which 

everyone is welcome (regardless of political affiliation or lack 

of it). Our Labour District Councillors Laetisia Carter and 

Geoff Saul hold regular surgeries at The Old Mill Café where 

they would be pleased to meet you. The next will be at 10am 

on Wednesday 6 February. For more information contact 

Mike Cahill, Branch Secretary at chippylabour2017@aol.com  
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There are almost a thousand members and supporters of 

the Labour Party in West Oxfordshire – if you support and 

vote Labour why not join us? join.labour.org.uk 

Geoff Saul 

CNAAG see star spangled skies 

The very early hours have favoured Chippy stargazers with 

some stunning star spangled skies and a pre dawn sky as clear 

as polished glass. Persistent cloud has made it tricky at other 

times but intrepid CNAAGers have been out over the festive 

season keeping the CNAAG dream alive. Our current 

outreach season includes trips to Chipping Norton School, 

local Cubs & Daylesford Organics plus the usual observing 

sessions. On Monday 18 February we welcome back the 

always entertaining Mike Frost, Historical Section Director 

for the British Astronomical Association, whose talk is entitled 

'Drawing the Line'. Mike warns us he may start singing - all 

welcome to the Methodist Hall 7.30 for 8pm – but bring your 

own earplugs! CNAAG looks to be busy right over the winter 

and spring with some exciting events in the summer and 

autumn. Our web site (cnaag.com) needs an overhaul and is a 

little inaccurate but if you’d like to be kept updated please 

send me an email (robin@cnaag.com), together with 

permission for me to retain it, and I will add you to our list. 

Robin Smitten  

NOOG – Garden invertebrates 
Local beekeeper Paul Embden will 

start off North Oxon Organic 

Gardeners’ 2019 programme on 

Wednesday 6 February. Drawing on his 

career in the Zoology department at 

Oxford University, he’ll talk on 

‘Invertebrates in the garden’, 

explaining just what they are and how 

they interact – positively and negatively – with our gardening 

activities. On Wednesday 6 March, we’ll be having a closer 

look at butterflies and moths and discovering which plants 

will attract them in their adult form and those needed as a 

food source for their caterpillars. Everyone is welcome 

(Members £1, visitors £3). Meetings are held in St Mary’s 

Parish Rooms, starting at 7.30pm. For any enquiries about N 

Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean 

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

U3A spark Special Interest Groups 
We start our new monthly meeting series on 6 February with 

a 70-year quiz, hosted by Anthony Benn our Acting Chair. 

Monthly meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month 

in the Methodist Church, Chipping Norton at 2.30pm. This 

will be followed by Life and Times in Entertainment from 

Mark Walsh on 6 March. Three new Special Interest Groups 

are being formed: French Conversation Group, Watercolour 

Painting, and Social Cycling (ie not competitive and for all 

levels). For more about the U3A/Groups/Meetings visit 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 643117, email 

jtpuni3a@gmail.com, or join us in the Methodist Church on 

the first Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm.  

Martin Davies 
CN Flower Club’s floral festivities 
November saw a packed 

Town Hall entertained by 

Arnaud Metairie producing 

some amazing floral 

arrangements for Christmas 

and several delighted winners 

went home laden with 

flowers. We were also lucky 

to have Jodie Nolan sing for 

us at the beginning of the 

evening and both she and 

Arnaud really put us in a 

festive mood! We are now 

into the New Year and 

February sees the return of 

Elaine Stoner with a demonstration entitled Flowers on 

Vacation. We meet in the Town Hall at 7pm for a 7.30 start, 

Visitors are welcome at £4 (inc light refreshments). Contact 

Elaine (snips59@icloud.com) or Ann (683289) for details. 

Amnesty supports human rights 
At January's AGM Chippy Amnesty Group reflected on a 

successful year and, thanks to all its generous supporters, 

authorised the transfer of £1,000 to Amnesty UK to support 

investigations into Human Rights abuses. 

In 2019 we look forward to being joined by guest 

speakers talking about Amnesty's work in crisis intervention, 

the plight of refugees and the challenges faced by those 

working on their behalf, and the situation for Prisoners of 

Conscience in Middle Eastern countries. We will again be 

promoting the work of Amnesty International with stalls in 

Chipping Norton and Burford and street collections in 

Chipping Norton, Woodstock and Witney. 

We meet at 7.30 in the Lower Town Hall and on Thursday 

14 February, we shall be taking action on behalf of individuals 

in Venezuela and Saudi Arabia who are striving to defend their 

rights.  All are welcome! For details call Val on 645036. 

Kate Ward 

CRAG combats winter hardship  
Many of us know Greece as a place to spend summer holidays 

with warm weather, good food and lovely tavernas. But parts 

of Greece can be very different in winter. Refugees in camps 

in Thessaloniki have to contend with temperatures that have 

plunged well below freezing and snow has blanketed the area. 

Hundreds have to endure these conditions while living in 

tents. Charlbury Refugee Action Group (CRAG) continues to 

raise money to help with refugee relief, usually in France or 

Greece, where charities including Help Refugees fund 

grassroots organisations operating where the international 

NGOs often have no access. We also support collections of 

clothing, food and medical supplies organised by individuals 

and charities in this country and distributed to refugees in 

Europe. Keep an eye on our Facebook page in order to see if 

we are currently collecting any such items – 

www.facebook.com/charlburyrefugee 

CLUB NEWS

John Dunleavy 
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Local National Trust supporters 
Membership of the North Cotswold 

Association of the National Trust is 

open to all members of the National 

Trust and to volunteers at any of its 

properties. If you are interested in 

making the most of your National Trust membership, why not 

join your local supporter group to enjoy talks and lectures, 

visits and coach outings, special events and fundraising? We 

have a vibrant team and a strong membership. Any surplus of 

funds raised goes to assist local National Trust properties in 

conservation, improving our heritage and looking after the 

environment. The Association can offer: 

• Coach outings to places of interest. 

• Six meetings a year with talks and lectures. 

• Annual lunch with after dinner speaker. 

• Christmas Lunch. 

We will meet on 21 February to hear a presentation by 

Médecins Sans Frontières; 21 March, for a talk by Howard 

Drury on How to improve your garden in 2019 and on 18 

April Anney Harris will talk on Beatrix Potter, her life and 

works. Meetings are held at Broadwell Village Hall at 2pm. 

Outings start in April with a visit to Knightshayes and 

continue throughout the summer.  

Come and join us – it’s just £2.50 entrance with no 

obligation to join. If you’d like to join, contact our Membership 

Secretary on 01386 593085, or for details call 659215 or 

658157 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ncotswoldassoc 

Rees Jenkin 

WOWI look to the skies 
West Oxfordshire WI ended the year on a festive note. 

Members worked hard making decorations of tea cups and 

cakes for our entry entitled ‘Teas 'n' Greetings' for the 

Christmas Tree Festival at the Methodist Church. It was also 

a way of promoting the teas we continue to organise on the 

first Sunday of the month at the Methodist Church from 2-

3.30pm. Everyone is very welcome. Whistlers gave us a 

wonderful evening for our annual Christmas Dinner. A big 

thank you to them. Our December meeting produced a 

fantastic display of very professional looking Christmas table 

decorations made by members whilst they enjoyed mulled 

wine and mince pies. Oxfordshire Federation's Christmas 

appeal was for all WIs to collect groceries and toiletries to 

donate to their local food bank. Our members came up 

trumps as usual and we had quite a large display. All WIs will 

be voting this month on the Resolution they would like to be 

debated the National Annual Meeting in June.  

We have an exciting programme planned starting in 

February, when we look to the skies with Chipping Norton 

Amateur Astronomy Group. We will hope for a clear night so 

we can see the wonders of the universe! Come and join us 

on the third Monday of the month at St Mary's Parish Rooms, 

Chipping Norton, 7.30pm. We are a friendly group and 

welcome all newcomers. Please ring for details.  

Hilary Dix 646228 

Horticultural blaze of glory 
The November meeting of the Chipping Norton 

Horticultural Association commenced with the AGM. Terry 

Bartholomew was elected as the new Chairman and Paula 

Mitchell as Deputy Chairman. This was followed by the return 

visit of Howard Drury and then the speaker at the December 

meeting was Paul Embden followed by seasonal refreshments.  

Both speakers were very well received. 

The January meeting was extremely well attended despite 

the cold weather with many visitors joining us.  Ian Gourlay 

gave a very interesting and informative talk and showed slides 

on the work of Bridewell Organic Garden, near Witney, which 

works with people with mental health problems, sharing skills 

and friendship with those who work there, helping many to 

find their way back to good health as working in the great 

out-doors can help with health problems. Our February 
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Hidden Beauty  
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Scouts The scouts had a busy end of term with badges being 

handed out, so well done to everyone, but we would like to 

say a massive well done to these scouts who received their 

Chief Scout’s Gold Award: Charlie, Isobel, Harry, Arthur, 

William, Felicity, Shannon, Archie and Jacob. We are now 

preparing for our first camp of the year: Winter camp – don’t 

forget your thermals! 

Explorers As usual 

Chippy Explorers helped 

with decorating and 

taking down the town 

Christmas trees. Some 

of the trees were quite 

tall so needed teamwork 

to reach the top – 

pictured! As well as this 

the Explorers have been 

cooking exotic meals 

and enjoying a 

Christmas party. There 

are lots of exciting 

events and camps 

planned for this year. 

Chipping Norton Lions Club 
Happy New Year from the Lions. It seems a long time since 

Christmas but we do need to say a thank you for the support 

we received at the Race Night. We also need to pass on thank 

you from Santa and the Elves who in their letter to us said it 

was great to see both the Lions and the children. The two 

occasions together raised around £1,000 for our Charity 

account which will go towards the upkeep of our Mobility 

Scooters and the Defibrillators. 

We are organizing a Defibrillator Awareness Course 

showing how they are used and also how to perform Chest 

Compression only CPR which, after telephoning 999, is as 

important as using the Defibrillator. The proposed date is for 

Friday 29 March in the Lower Town Hall at 7pm for 7.30pm – 

lasting about 2hours. We also hope to show what Lions do to 

help in the local community. Please come and meet us to learn 

about both. If you can’t make this session but are interested, 

please contact our President Mazza Holland 641121 or Past 

President Rob Caswell 646003 for further information. 

Liz Nason 

Chippy Folk Club  
After a storming Christmas party in December, we had a 

quieter January meeting, but most enjoyable all the same. 

Thanks to Ginny, Claire, Peter and Rachel who sang ‘We will 

sing Jack Frost away’ (maybe it will work!). Wonderful song-

writing and performing from Colin and Dave. Join-in classics 

from Rosemary and Cathy with JC, Gemma and Chris. Songs 

old and new – all delightful – from Colin, Kate and Bev. 

Wonderful bluegrass from Patrick and Mandy. I enjoyed every 

song, and the banter between performers too! 

Visitors often comment on the friendly atmosphere of 

the club and the great ambience of our venue. We love being 

at The Artyard Café, and we’d love to welcome you to our 

next meeting on Monday 11 February 7.45pm at the Artyard 

Café, Oxford Rd, Enstone OX7 4NF. Easy parking. Sing, play, 

recite or just listen. Free entrance.  For further details please 

visit our website:www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk 

Rachel Chai 

meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th at 7.30 in the 

Methodist Church Hall.  The speaker will be Timothy Walker 

whose theme will be: A Blaze of Glory – making your garden 

colourful in Autumn.  Visitors always welcome – more details 

from Eileen Forse 643275 or our website  www.cnha.uk 

Railway Club steams into 2019 
A happy and prosperous New Year to all members and friends 

of the Club. We gather again on 5 February for our Annual 

General Meeting and the Chairman’s slideshow of Chippy 

slides and local stations. Oh, and not forgetting ‘the tunnel!’ 

On 5 March we will see the return of Coventry Kid, Chris 

Youett. Always welcome and this time a talk on Steam in 

North Wales. Our Programme Secretary has put together 

another year of interesting speakers. Some notable dates for 

your diary are: Heritage films in April and September and Club 

member, Jim Portlock will talk on ‘My Life and Trains’ on 2 July. 

The first outing of the year will be in May, as usual. The 

probable venue is the Paignton and Dartmouth Railway, but 

more of this later.   

March marks 45 years of this popular Club, with a strong 

membership. As ever, we offer a warm welcome to new 

members and visitors. Do come along and meet us on the 

first Tuesday of every month in the Town Hall at 7.30pm.  

Estelle Brain 641586 

Support from West Oxon MS Society  
Every year new ways of treating 

MS are discovered and put to use. 

There is still no cure despite some 

media hype about stem 

replacement therapy. Research 

continues with more effective 

drugs being trialled that have fewer, 

but still significant, side-effects: a small ray of hope. Non-drug 

treatments and the role of diet are also being investigated but 

these are at a very early stage. 

Locally we believe that people with MS can benefit from 

exercise, especially targeted exercise, as well as stress 

reduction, including relaxation. Good emotional support, from 

relatives, friends or a professional, can also help. The West 

Oxfordshire Group organises four different weekly exercise 

groups and offers support and information on treatments.  

For more information; please contact me (645988 or 

westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk Peter Branson) or visit 

the MS Society website: www.mssociety.org.uk  

Peter Branson 

Scouting round up 
Scout Hut update Are you an ex-beaver, cub, scout, 

explorer or leader from 6th Chipping Norton? You are 

welcome to come and help us celebrate Chippy Scouting over 

the years and officially open the new Scout Hut on the 27 

April, 2-5pm. For further information contact: 

amy@chippyscouts.org.uk 

Cubs In December, the cubs had fun building the tallest 

unsupported tower possible out of newspaper and straws and 

enjoying a Christmas party that involved making bauble 

biscuits and pass the parcel. Well done to all the cubs who 

were awarded badges; special congratulations go to Lucy who 

received her Chief Scout’s Silver Award. 
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Chipping Norton School 
Go, Go, Joseph:  Thank you to all who came and supported 

the school musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat. It was a huge success and the students 

performed fantastically, both those on the stage and those 

assisting back stage. There was a wonderful atmosphere of 

support and community from both audience and cast.  

Sports News: Congratulations to Katie Henderson, Sophie 

Cooper, Ella and Kira Westerman in Years 7 and 8. They 

represented the School at the British Schools Gymnastics 

Association regional Trampoline competition. The team came 

second in their category and has qualified for the next stage 

of this national championship. 

Our Senior Rugby team defeated Burford in the County 

Vase final. Trailing 19 points to 10 going into the final stages, a 

fantastic try and penalty goal meant CNS won 20-19 on 

aggregate to end the season on a high! 

Sixth Form News: Ellie Lewis, Luke Barnes and Maddy 

Fisher represented CNS at the annual Youth Speaks public 

speaking competition at Bloxham School last term. The team 

won the contest by speaking about ‘The sexualisation of 

young people in the 21st century’ and will represent the local 

area at the regional finals in Witney in February. We wish them 

luck! 

Year 13 Sociology students visited Oxford Crown Court 

to support their study of the crime and deviance unit. Split 

over two courts one group of students observed barristers 

and a judge debating issues of consent and assault followed by 

observing the closing statements of the prosecution in a rape 

trial. The other group observed a wider range of procedures 

with video links to Bullingdon Prison, court dates confirmed 

for trials involving crimes such as domestic violence and 

dangerous driving offences.  

CNPS News: Year 4 & 5 pupils were invited to take part in 

a workshop based on The Tempest run by Mrs Duffy and Mrs 

Boyd from our English Department. The pupils were asked to 

take part in a range of drama activities to illustrate the start 

of the play, focussing on language and staging. The pupils then 

explored how Shakespeare created the island and the 

character of Caliban. Several children read out their pieces 

and Mrs Duffy and Mrs Boyd were impressed with how well 

the pupils had understood the play and the extensive range of 

vocabulary used.    

Year 12 Dance Leaders 

devised and planned two 

workshops for Year 3s. The 

topic for St Mary’s School 

was based on the book 

‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ and 

at Holy Trinity it was based 

on Roald Dahl’s books and 

characters. The leaders split 

into groups and worked 

with the pupils, encouraging 

them to make the 

characters come to life, 

finishing with a 

performance of their dance 

to their peers.   

We invited Years 4, 5 

& 6 pupils with their 

families to come along 

and take part in the free 

Family Focus 

workshops we offer at 

Chipping Norton 

School. Over the two 

weeks, lots of families 

took part in the 

different activities, such 

as: Build your own Trebuchet, No Fear Shakespeare, Create 

your own Peg Doll (pictured) and two Squash workshops. The 

workshops were all well attended and everyone who came 

along was enthusiastic and appreciative of the opportunity 

afforded to them.  

Year 12 Sports Leaders ran a U11 Hockey Festival and a 

Sports Hall Athletics competition for Year 5/6 pupils and our 

Year 11 Sports Leaders hosted a successful Year 3/4 Ball Skills 

festival.  

Eight teams of Year 5/6 pupils competed against each 

other to win the annual CNPS Lit Quiz trophy. The children 

faced five rounds of literary questions on Orphans, Food, 

Fantasy Creatures, Places and Pot Luck. Throughout the 

competition the lead changed hands many times and at the 

end of Round 5 both Charlbury (the reigning champions) and 

St Mary’s tied with 48 points each. A tense tie-breaker 

followed with St Mary’s triumphing at the end.  
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Holy Trinity Primary  
We returned to school well rested after the Christmas 

celebrations. The whole school attended Mass for Epiphany 

on Friday 11 January. 

PTA support We would like to thank our PTA for all their 

support and hard work.  Due to their generosity, the children 

were able to attend the annual pantomime, Dick Wittington, 

at the Oxford Playhouse.  This was thoroughly enjoyed by 

everyone. The PTA also organised a Bingo Evening at the 

School, which raised an astonishing £710. Thank you to 

everyone who helped and donated prizes. 

Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal A huge thank you 

for all the support with the Christmas Shoebox Appeal.  We 

were able to send over 71 boxes to Eastern Europe. These 

bring such delight to the children who receive them. 

Christingle Assembly Year 3 performed a wonderful 

Christingle assembly in December. The whole school and Year 

3 parents were impressed by their clear speaking and 

beautiful singing. It was a wonderful sight to see all the 

Christingles lit on stage.  

Christmas Performances Audiences thoroughly enjoyed 

the fantastic singing and acting in the Reception Class 

performance of The Sleepy Shepherd and Key Stage 1’s 

performance of The Inn-spectors. The Key Stage 2 Carol 

Service provided a beautiful afternoon and evening. The 

children shared their fabulous voices with us as they sang and 

told the Christmas story. Over the three performances we 

raised £711, which will be shared with The Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team and Katharine House Hospice. 

Year 3 Dance Workshop The Year 12 Sports’ Leaders from 

Chipping Norton Academy presented a dance workshop to 

Year 3. This is always a great afternoon for all involved and it’s 

always lovely to see the two different age groups working so 

well together. This year the topic was based on Roald Dahl’s 

books and the children worked in groups performing as 

mythical beasts and creatures.  

Children in Need Day was a great success. The children 

came to school dressed in their fluffy slippers, cosy pyjamas 

and warming onesies. Thankfully no-one fell asleep but instead 

eagerly raised over £300 by donating both old and new pound 

coins. In addition, they enjoyed filling Pudsey’s Face with a 

large amount of loose change. 

Fundraising Two students in Year 3 have worked hard this 

New Year to raise money for the homeless charity Shelter. 

They started planning their fundraising before Christmas as 

they were sorry to see so many homeless people but felt too 

young to give them anything and always having to walk past. 

They have organised a table 

top sale and written their own 

Just Giving page on Facebook 

(with adult supervision). So far, 

they have raised £390.  

Christmas Tree Festival 
We would like to thank 

everyone who voted for 

‘Holytrinitree’, (pictured here) 

which was decorated by the 

children from our After School 

Club. They worked hard to 

cover the tree in colourful 

hand sewn birds. 

Music Night We are very excited to announce that Holy 

Trinity School PTA will once again be hosting popular local 

band, The Fuss for a special fundraising event on Friday 1 

February, at the Town Hall. The Fuss will be bringing us their 

own take on classic and contemporary soul, funk and disco. So 

dust off your dancing shoes and join us for a fantastic night of 

live music. Tickets are available from Jaffé and Neale or the 

School. Tickets are £8.50 in advance or £9.50 on the door, 

including a welcome drink. All proceeds will go towards 

funding a new play area, new technology for the classrooms 

and special away days for the children. 

St Mary’s Primary  
Singing Club Our 100 strong Singing Club have had a great 

Christmas bringing lots of happiness through their enjoyment 

of singing. We are very grateful to Bakers Coaches for kindly 

giving us a coach for a day so we could travel further afield. 

We began the Christmas season by singing at the Christmas 

Tree Festival at the Methodist Church and then spent the 

following week travelling around and visiting Penhurst 

Gardens, Tall Trees and Southerndown care homes, Highlands 

Day Centre and finally singing in the Co-op! We even had 

voices left for a singing assembly on the last day of term in 

which every year in the School contributed and even the staff 

provided their rendition of Here Comes Santa Claus. Thank you 

for all the support we have had, especially to Bakers Coaches. 

Nativities We’re going on Baby hunt! to find the special one... 

Foundation stage were on the hunt in their Nativity this year. 

The 4/5 year olds were fantastic as they sang and showed us 

their acting abilities. A great performance from such a young 

group of children. Key Stage 2 performed one our favourite 

nativity plays Hey Ewe. The narrators were true professionals 
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delivering their lines and the singing was amazing. The little 

sheep was wondering what all the fuss was about and 

eventually understood what a wonderful event was taking 

place in Bethlehem.   

Literary Quiz 

Congratulations 

to the pupils 

(pictured) who 

made us very 

proud by 

returning with 

The Partnership 

Literary Quiz 

trophy after 

c o m p e t i n g  

against pupils 

from local 

schools in our area. The girls triumphed and secured first 

place for our school, a fantastic achievement for the girls 

personally and for the School. 

Kingham Primary School 
We were successful in another grant application, this time 

for Tesco Bags for Help as this has now moved onto the 

next round in store. This is where shoppers vote for the 

charity of their choice by placing a token, given at the till 

into one of three charities. This will pay for further books 

plus a computer and the computer lending system for the 

library – the votes will be running through January and 

February in the Stow and Moreton Express Tesco stores – 

please help by shopping and collecting tokens and placing 

them in the Kingham Primary School box. 

Last term, we took 

part in several partnership 

events including Year 5/6 

Sports Hall Athletics and 

Year3/4 Ball Skills. Year 3 

displayed fantastic 

sportsmanship and team 

work as they participated 

in a round robin game of 

bench ball. Com-

munication, enthusiasm 

and perseverance were crucial and demonstrated by all. And in 

December we had the usual Christmas activities and events 

through school: the Nativity Production, The Christmas Truce 

Production, a panto visit, Christmas lunch, a service in church, 

a carol concert and KS2 disco! 

Chadlington Primary  
For the second year in a row pupils from the Wizards class 

attended the Big Christmas Sing in Oxford Town Hall, and not 

only did they set the tone of the entire performance with a 

hauntingly beautiful rendition of Silent Night in both English 

and German, but there were also outstanding solos from 

Gracie Ogden and Freddie Haines-Shaw. 

Next up was a performance at Christmas in Chippy, 

where pupils joined our Head of Governors, Claire Ogden. 

Highlights included some beautiful solos from Claire herself, 

along with an uplifting rendition of Consider Yourself, led by Tom 

Chettleborough, and Bobby Jarrett-Rawlence. 

On 12 December, a packed Chadlington Church was 

treated to a brilliant Christmas concert. The Pixies and Elves 

told the story of the Nativity, punctuating their narrative with 

the Zither Carol, the Little Drummer Boy and Away in a 

Manger. Then it was the turn of the Dragons, who produced 

an energetic display of The 12 Days of Christmas, and finally it 

was the turn of the Wizards, who lent an element of 

poignancy to the occasion with a moving recital of Carol Ann 

Duffy’s poem The Christmas Truce.  

This term the topic is We are Puppeteers. 

Great Rollright Primary  
We’re running a Daily 
Mile! Our children now 

jog outdoors for 15 

minutes every day, in their 

school uniforms, rain or 

shine (pictured). Over 

6000 schools globally 

have joined this simple 

but groundbreaking 

initiative, which started in 

a primary school in 

Scotland in 2012. We’re 

finding that it’s not only 

boosting fitness, but 

improving focus in the 

classroom, too!  

Other news from the School since the last issue:  
Anglican & Methodist Schools Inspection We were 

proud to be judged good in every category — collective 

worship, religious education, and overall. The inspector 

praised our ‘inclusive’ ethos and ‘bright and joyful learning 

environment’, and compared our strong Christian vision to ‘a 

golden thread that ties pupils and adults together in a family’.  

Literary Quiz Our team of Year 6 students showed how 

well they know their book trivia, coming second out of 11 

schools in this annual event at Chipping Norton School.  

Injury Minimisation Programme Our Year 5s and 6s 

visited the Horton Hospital in Banbury to learn basic first aid 

and how to keep safe. 

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see 

all that we have to offer – including a free bus to Chipping 

Norton. Please call 01608 737202 to make an appointment. 

Bledington Primary  
At Bledington we strive to provide a wide, challenging and 

exciting curriculum enhanced by visitors, workshops and trips 

outside of school. If you have any skills or expertise which 

could link to our topics, please do let us know! We have a 

wide variety of events already planned for this half term 

including;  

• Young Voices (pupils participating in a mass choir at The 

Genting Arena in Birmingham) 

• e-safety visits from Schoolbeat Police Officers 

• a Cross Country sporting challenge  

• an author visit  

• a visit from the Blue Cross  

• an exciting Space Camp adventure day when pupils will 

learn about planets, experience some astronaut training, 
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create art based on the solar system, undertake 

experiments and use constellation projectors. 

• a Kabwata Assembly (this will feature a school in Zambia 

which we have links with) 

Windrush School 
Happy New Year 

to all our pupils, 

families and staff. 

We are 

extremely proud 

to start the new 

year with two 

new accolades; 

firstly the School 

featured in 

‘Parent Power’, 

The Sunday Times 
Guide 2018.  

‘Parent Power’ 

identifies the 

2000 highest 

achieving schools in the UK, ranked by the 2017 examination 

results. Just as impressively, the School have again made The 
Times Top 100 Independent Preparatory Schools listing, 

making the top 50 – the only independent preparatory school 

in Oxfordshire to do so. A massive well done to all our 

consistently hardworking pupils, and staff. 

We are now in our second term of new ownership; 

Ingenio Education Group, with new Head Teacher, Mrs 

Amanda Douglas. We have already seen lots of new initiatives 

and investment and have had fun at our weekly ‘Stay, Play and 

Coffee’ on a Thursday. We recently entered the British 

Schools Trampolining Championships, with individual Gold, 

Silver and Bronze awards, and the U11 Elite Girls’ team also 

achieved Gold position. Finally, we would like to again thank 

all the children, staff, parents and families for a magical Nativity 

at St Nicholas Church in Chadlington, it was a great way to 

end a busy and fun school year. 

Town Nursery 
Nursery Two have been busy investigating new ways of 

moving and exercising indoors. We go out to the field each 

day where we have plenty of space and freedom to move. We 

wanted to find exciting and different ways of moving within 

our indoor space. We started with obstacle courses using 

tunnels, planks, mats, ramps and steps – the children are able 

to balance, slide and crawl through and under the obstacles. 

Using the equipment also extended our language as we 

wriggled, shuffled, slithered around the room. These 

movements progressed into pretending we were rabbits, 

snakes and birds. We have been singing songs that involve 

naming parts of our body – Clap your hands, Head and 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes and Everybody Do This. These songs 

can be adapted and the children are able to add movements 

or gestures. The staff found new games from the book ‘A 

Moving Child is a Learning Child’. Some of these we altered 

to suit the age of our children and found we combined 

physical development with the personal, social skills of sharing 

and taking turns. We now have lots of new ideas to keep us 

on the move! For more information contact 645646.  

Sibford School  
Sibford student joins top 
development squad Sixth Form 

student Reuben Trotter has been 

selected to join the British 

Triathlon ENG (England Next 

Generation) Development Squad. 

Reuben is already a member of the 

South Central Triathlon Academy 

which regularly trains at Sibford 

School. His selection is based upon 

his race performances in 2018, 

including his selection to race at 

the European Elite Junior race in 

Holten in June 2018. Triathlon 

Coach Scott Murray said, ‘As part of the ENG Development 

Squad, Reuben will be invited to training camps led by Rick 

Velati, the England Head Coach who has led the England 

triathlon team at the last two Commonwealth Games. At the 

camps Reuben will be training alongside the ENG 

Performance athletes as well as the other ENG Development 

athletes. The Camps will be supported by Academy Coaches 

and English Institute of Sport staff, such as physiotherapist and 

nutritionists, and Reuben will be able to access these support 

services.’ Reuben is the second South Central Academy 

athlete to make the ENG squad, following on from Katie 

Rodda who got invited to the squad last year and who has 

retained her place in it for 2019.  

Kingham Hill School 
GB hockey star 
presents awards 
December saw the 

School's Annual Hockey 

Awards evening which 

provided pupils and staff 

with the opportunity to 

look back on the 2018 

season and take stock of 

the progress made. 

Kingham Hill was very 

proud to welcome GB 

hockey star, Suzy Petty as 

a special guest. Suzy, who has played at World Championships 

and Commonwealth Games, spoke with the pupils about her 

experience of working hard to progress through the hockey 

ranks and achieve her dreams of being a national player. 

Prizewinners were incredibly excited and honoured to 

receive their awards from Suzy in front of their classmates 

and families. Attendees were treated to stories of the highs 

and lows of the junior and senior teams’ season, which 

highlighted the sense of achievement and progress made by 

the players. KHS 1st XI won nine of their eleven fixtures and 

took some significant victories along the way.  

Following an evening of reflecting upon the successes and 

losses, many are already looking forward to what the future 

has in store for Kingham Hill Hockey. 

Upcoming Open Days Saturday 2 February 11am and 

Saturday 15 June 11am. More information about the School 

and its Open Days can be found online at 

http://info.kinghamhill.org.uk/book-an-open-day-feb-19  
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Spot the elm – and help to save it! 
A mature Wych Elm tree on 

The Chestnuts site, Spring 

Street, is a monument to 

survival in our town. Dutch 

Elm Disease has reduced 

England's elm population to a 

tragic 100, so this tree must 

have an extraordinarily 

strong resistance to the 

disease. Planning permission 

for four dwellings has been 

granted so it is vitally 

important to prevent damage 

to, or felling of the tree 

during the development. The 

tree is known to both Town 

and District Councils, individuals interested in tree 

conservation, the Woodland Trust and The Conservation 

Foundation. Knowing of this particular elm will be of great 

interest to those involved in finding a cure for Dutch Elm 

Disease. Help to ensure that our elm survives by writing to 

the Town and District Councils or contacting me via the News. 
Above all, go and see the tree for yourself and marvel! 

Mo Browne 

Christmas tree thanks 
A very big thank you to all those volunteers who helped with 

the Town’s Christmas trees. Without their efforts there would 

not be any trees in the Town. Thanks to those who tied on and 

took off the lights and those who took out and brought back 

the trees, to and from the Town Council’s contractors, who 

also did a splendid job. Thanks to Richard Taylor for 

transporting the trees and to Martin Jarratt for organising the 

tree purchase and delivery. Lastly, thanks to Terry at the Town 

Hall for all of his help. On behalf of the Town, thank you all. 

Pat Lake 

Flu clinic issues – a response 
In response to the letter about clinic queues in the last News, 

flu clinics have been held for the last 3 years without 

problems. This year the NHS changed the vaccine supply to a 

single supplier for the ‘trivalent’ vaccine. This vaccine was 

strongly advised for use for the over 65s. The vaccine delivery 

was delayed, at short notice, after the first two flu clinics had 

been organised. Therefore, over 65s could not be vaccinated 

at the first two clinics. This required fourth and fifth Saturday 

clinics to be set up. The supply of vaccine was ‘phased’ this 

year – in previous years it was possible to order appropriate 

quantities for the flu clinics. 

All clinics were manned by staff and volunteers working on 

a Saturday so as to not impact availability of weekday 

appointments. On the day in question over 800 patients turned 

up – over double the normal number. No one waited more 

than 50 minutes, and everyone was seen before 12.30. Patients 

were advised of a delay of 30-45 mins and that they could 

come back on a subsequent Saturday but most chose to wait. 

The team who managed the clinic were doing their very best 

to recognise those patients who were struggling to stand in the 

queue, they seated these patients near the clinic rooms and 

they filtered back into the queue at their turn. On the following 

Saturdays a queueing system similar to that used by airlines 

was organised, so that everyone could wait inside – this 

worked very well. The PPG and the Practice are very sorry that 

a minority felt unhappy about this particular clinic. There was 

lots of positive feedback about the other Saturday flu clinics. 

Peter Branson – Health Centre Patient Participation 

Group Secretary 

Woodburning pollution 
In one of your previous issues you had a paragraph about 

woodburning stoves. Chipping Norton is plagued with these 

now, and if you walk around town in the evening you 

inevitably smell of wood smoke when you get in, as well as the 

awful smell of smoke around. The recent (enclosed) article in 

the Mail on Sunday seems to reinforce this point.  
Local Resident (name & address supplied) 

(see News article page13 - Ed) 

A friend in need 
On Friday 2 November outside the Fox Hotel, around 9.30am, 

I was having a serious panic attack, due to agoraphobia. A 

young lady, early twenties, saw me and realised I was in trouble. 

She helped me to calm down and took my arm and helped me 

to get to the bus stop near the Hospice Shop. I cannot 

remember, given the state I was in, whether or not I thanked 

her. If she reads this, it is to let her know how grateful I am for 

the kindness given to a stranger. Many, many thanks. 

Ray Griffiths 
Praise for our First Aid Unit 
We are so lucky here in Chipping Norton to have the First 

Aid Unit at our hospital. Immediately before Christmas, our 

son-in-law was discharged, from a London hospital, with a 

major operation wound that needed regular cleansing and 

dressing. The paramedics at the First Aid Unit were very 

happy to do this (see box below). They were extremely 

professional and caring. This enabled him to spend time with 

family, so he could rest and recuperate. We are very grateful 

to the paramedics who enabled us to spend Christmas 

together as a family and I am certain that their excellent 

treatment hastened his recovery.  

Local Resident (name & address supplied 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name and address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed on this page are not  those 
of the Team.

Chipping Norton First Aid Unit 
Staffed by an emergency care practitioner, 
the FAU treats the following types of injuries: 

Simple injuries that can’t be managed with a home first aid 
kit ~ Cleaning & simple stitching of wounds ~ Insect bites 
& stings ~ Minor burns & scalds (not involving the face, 
neck, feet, hands & genital area) ~ A foreign body in the eye 
~ Bumps to the head with no loss of consciousness ~ 
Bruises & sprains (Suspected breaks will be referred to 
minor injuries or A&E) 

Open: Mon-Fri (excluding Bank Hols) 5-9pm; Weekends & 

Bank Hols 10am-9pm. No appointment needed. Based at 

the Hospital Out-Patient Unit, Russell Way OX7 5FA 

NB The Pharmacy at Chipping Norton Health 
Centre is also open weekday evenings (Mon to 10pm; 
Tues-Fri to 11pm) and at weekends (Sat 7am-10pm, Sun 
10.30am-4.30pm).
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What is Chippy Hospital for? 
Do we even have a 

hospital? I think 

not. While visiting 

a Chippy friend in 

the Horton 

recently a nurse 

came to tell her 

that they were 

sending her to a cottage hospital for respite care and they 

were sending her to Watlington. She refused this and I said 

don't be ridiculous it's 40 miles and an hour’s drive away. How 

can her family visit her there? Why not send her to Chippy 

hospital? They couldn't answer this but came back immediately 

and said they had cancelled Watlington. How we were conned 

by the NHS when they sold the War Memorial Hospital given 

to the people of Chipping Norton. Witney, Bicester and 

Abingdon all have new cottage hospitals but as usual nothing 

for Chipping Norton in spite of the rate at which the 

population is rising. Will ours just become part of the care 

home as we said it would all along? Come on local councillors. 

This needs looking into. The old War Memorial Hospital gave 

a wonderful service and looked after the local population well. 

Cicely Maunder 

Resigning from UKIP 
Dear Fellow Chippy Residents, for SIX years I have been the 

face of UKIP within the Town, however I find myself unable to 

continue as a member of UKIP, due to the direction the Party 

is taking. With great regret, I have resigned my elected and 

appointed offices in UKIP. I intend to stand as an Independent 

in the District Council elections. In my opinion, local politics 

are best left to local people, national parties being second to 

local needs. To this end I appeal for you, the local voters of 

Chipping Norton to tell me exactly what you would like to 

see happening to our town. Your priorities will be my 

priorities. My new email address is Jim.Stanley@GMX.co.uk. It 

has been an interesting time to be involved with politics, 

however, now I will be concentrating on what is best for 

Chippy. The Town is unique when it comes to politics. 

Relationships between candidates have always been friendly; 

our debates, while passionate, have always been polite, to the 

point, and without personal insults. I hope this will not change  

Jim Stanley 
For the May Council Elections, the News as usual will invite all 
candidates to submit profiles to a standard length. Ed 

Who helped with a blanket? 
On 4 December I had a fall on West St by the Fox. I would 

like to thank the kind people who came to my aid especially 

the nurse who was passing and stopped to help. I have in my 

possession a blanket and two towels  provided by one kind 

person – I would like to return these to the donor (please 

contact me via the News on 643219 or chippymail@aol.com). 

Many thanks to all you good people for your help. 

Ruth Collard 

Food Bank donations 
A very big thank you to all the customers of the Co-op 

Grocery store who donated food items so generously at 

Christmas. Also a big thank you to the manager and staff for 

accommodating us and being so helpful during our collecting. 

On behalf of the Food Bank and organising churches. 

Cicely Maunder & Joe Johnson 

Christmas raffle thank 
I am very pleased to write that the ‘Crown & Cushion 

Christmas Raffle raised £525 which will be divided equally 

between Helen & Douglas House and Katharine House. I 

would also like to thank all those who contributed in any way 

either by donating prizes or buying tickets. There are two 

unclaimed prizes an orange ticket number 91 and a pink ticket 

number 427. Can I also thank all who attended Richard 

Wallace’s Charity Disco where he raised a further £160 

which he will giving to Katharine House. 

Linda Maia e Silva 
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A warm invitation is given to everyone to join us for the 10th Chipping 
Norton Town Festival on 30th June 2019.  

Our website is now live and you can take a peek at 
www.chippingnortontownfestival.co.uk to see what is planned for the day so far. We 

will be updating this regularly. 

There are lots of opportunities to get involved either performing, running a stall or 
volunteering on the day. Please drop us a line at cntownfestival@gmail.com if you 

would like to participate.

January (News out Monday 28 January) 

29th CN Parent Pals - 7-9 Town Hall details p8  

31st CN Town Football Club Public Meeting 8-10pm Town 

Hall see p4 
February  
2nd Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 - details p4 

Chadlington Gin Thing 7.30 Chad Mem Hall see p9 

3rd Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p27 

WOWI friendship tea Methodist Hall  2-3.30pm see p28                                 

5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p29 

6th Chippy Expansion Public Exhibition 2-8pm (Glyme 

Hall) see p18-19  

District Councillors’ Drop-in 10-11.30am see p13 
U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms  see p27 

U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p26 

8th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 

Screen by the Green in Churchill -  see p12 

11th Local History Society Deborah Hayter - Lost Villages of 

Oxfordshire 2pm Methodist Hall 

CN Folk Club 8pm in Enstone - see p29 

13th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Air Ambulance  

14th Amnesty 7.30 Lower Town Hall - see p27 

16th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

18th West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p28 

Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall  see p27 

19th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion  details 643374 

20th Horticultural Assoc 7.30pm Methodist Hall see p29 

21st National Trust Assoc 2pm Broadwell Village Hall see p28 

Green Drinks 8pm Chequers details  call 643635 

23rd Society of Recorder Players 2.30-5pm in Sandford 

St Martin Parish Hall. Call 683550 for details 

25th Chippy Expansion Public Exhibition 2-8pm (Town Hall) 

see p18-19  

26th CN Parent Pals  7-9 Town Hall details p8  

28th   CN Flower Club 7pm Town Hall see p27  

March (News out Monday 25 February) 

2nd Living Better Open Meeting: The Overuse of 
Antibiotics 10am-noon Town Hall see p20 

Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 - details p4 

3rd Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p27 

WOWI friendship tea Methodist Hall  2-3.30pm see p28  

5th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p29 

6th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p27 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms  see p27   

8-23 Chipping Norton Music Festival - see p22


