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A vote for progress
A new Town Council takes over – facing much change for Chippy
On 2 May Chipping Norton voters elect one 
District Councillor and all 16 Town 
Councillors to represent them. As ever, big 
town changes are looming, including those 
much debated 1200 new homes. Town Centre 
and facilities need to be fit for purpose – 
attractive and welcoming to visitors, 
businesses and residents. Our elected 
councillors can help make this happen – 
championing the Town, its residents and its 
community spirit. More inside, with profiles of 
3 District & 25 Town Council candidates – an 
opportunity for both current and new talent 
to enthusiastically lead the way.  

Since our Town 
Charter granted by 
James 1st over 400 
years ago, Chipping 
Norton has 
proudly thrived as 
an independent 
working Cotswold 

market town. Back then, 14 (unelected) ‘bailiffs 
and burgesses’ took charge! New Town 
Councillors meet for the first time at 
Mayormaking on Monday 20 May in the Town 
Hall – why not go along and meet them? 

Fancy some company & cake? There’s a 
Cuppa, Cake & Chat for free on offer from 
the West Oxon WI team & CN Methodist 
Church at 2.30-4pm, the first Sunday of the 
month in the Methodist Hall: the next is 5 
May. All are welcome – another great 
example of Chippy’s friendly community 
spirit – see WOWI report on p29 for more. 

A Cuppa, Cake & Chat!

Plus all the usual Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters 

Features 
• Owen Mumford – connecting with the 

community 

• Health matters! 

• Chippy folk on the march for charity 

• Gardening column and tip of the month 

Town Charter re-enactment in 2006

ARTWEEKS 
round Town                      
~ see centre 

colour feature

News this month 
• New ‘relief road’ – through the allotments 

or the Memorial Wood? 

• More town parking issues 

• Time for a proper town ‘one stop shop’? 

• Co-op’s anti-plastic campaign
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HEALTH MATTERS

Chippy pilots new asthma clinic  
Chipping Norton Health 

Centre is running one of 

the first of a new type of 

community-based clinic in 

Oxfordshire. Patients 

with long-term 

respiratory illnesses such 

as asthma, bronchitis, 

emphysema and Chronic 

Obstructive Pulmonary 

Disease (COPD) are 

already benefitting from the new clinic. The project was set up 

last year by the NHS’s Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning 

Group (OCCG), supported by pharmaceutical company 

Boehringer Ingleheim, initially until 2020. In the clinics, a multi-

disciplinary team enhances existing community, hospital-based 

and primary care by providing a consultant to work in the 

community alongside additional respiratory nurses and 

physiotherapists working with respiratory GPs, a dedicated 

psychologist, a pharmacist and a dedicated smoke-free advisor. 

Dr Karen Kearley, leading the project for the OCCG says, 

‘This creates an opportunity for health professionals involved 

with COPD and asthma to work more closely together. We 

anticipate it will improve all-round patient care by increasing 

resources available including mental health, public health and 

palliative support. We aim to provide more care at home and 

closer to home to reduce the risk of people having to be 

admitted to hospital and to improve their ongoing symptoms.’ 

Chippy’s baby update! 
The Cotswold Birth Centre 

in Chipping Norton sent the 

News their highlights for the 

first quarter January to 

March of 2019. 

• 29 beautiful babies born at the unit 

• 16 girls and 13 boys 

• Smallest baby 5lb 11oz, biggest baby 10lb 4 oz 

• 27 out of 29 women used the birthing pool 

• 10 women used aromatherapy 

• 7 beautiful home births 

• 93% breastfeeding rate 

• 9 mothers transferred to hospital 

The unit welcomes anyone – particularly parents – to come 

and look round to find out more about our award-winning 

midwife-led birth unit. 

Tales from our First Aid Unit 
Would you like to find out more about our much-valued First 

Aid Unit up at Chipping Norton hospital? You are welcome to 

go along to the AGM of the League of Friends of Chipping 

Norton and District War Memorial Hospital on Wednesday 

22 May at 7.30pm at the Hospital off the London Road. Mike 

Lowe will give what is sure to be an enlightening presentation 

of life as a Paramedic in Chipping Norton. For more 

information contact Jo Graves, the Chair of the Friends 

(jograves46@aol.com). 

Danger of too many antibiotics 
In March, Professor Carl Heneghan, from Oxford 
University, was at Chippy Town Hall discussing the 
dangers of excessive use of antibiotics. Peter 
Branson, from the Patient Participation Group (which 

organised the meeting), tells us the key messages.  
Fleming discovered penicillin in Oxford in 1938, and 

treatment of wounded WW2 soldiers perfected its use – but, 

as early as 1945, Fleming warned against its over use causing 

resistance by the targeted bacteria. But antibiotic prescribing 

has accelerated hugely. In the EU 

Holland leads the way in restraining 

its use; the UK is twice as bad, with 

Greece, Spain, and France five times 

as prolific. Public are confused about 

which sicknesses can and should be 

handled with antibiotics, and patients 

often think they are not being 

treated properly without them, But 

traditional colds, flu, and sore throats 

etc, are caused by virus activity, which 

antibiotics are not capable of destroying. The range of 

bacterial sicknesses should be more widely recognised by the 

public. 90% of all medicines for human use ARE triggered by 

GPs, as ARE 74% of antibiotics (the rest in hospitals). But 

nearly half of UK’s antibiotics are used by Vets, often to 

encourage healthy animal growth. This can find its way into 

the soil and water table, and into food products – cooking 

food properly is essential to deal with them. Some ‘broad 

spectrum’ antibiotics do deal with unwelcome bacteria, but 

also destroy the friendly variety which defend us from harmful 

infections. Targeted antibiotics are better. While antibiotic 

resistance increases, few new medicines (with high 

development costs) have been discovered. The Government is 

supporting more research and some replacement drugs are 

now emerging. Action now is needed avoid the risk of having 

no remedy for life threatening infections. CN Health Centre 

and its PPG, with help from Professor Heneghan, are starting 

a programme to publicise these findings 

The PPG has other public events in the pipeline. Look out for more 
information at the Health Centre or contact Peter Branson at 
cnhc.ppg@nhs.net 
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Baker’s Hair – 25 years on 
Rob Baker, who runs one of Chipping Norton’s popular hair 

salons in Hitchman’s Mews, is celebrating 25 years since he 

was welcomed to Town in 1993 – and he wanted to pay tribute 

to both the community and the past and present ‘wonderful 

team’ he has had the pleasure of working with over all those 

years. Rob, a hair colour expert, follows a family hairdressing 

tradition spanning three generations – his grandfather Joe 

started back in 1915. He told the News he was instantly made 

welcome when he arrived, and, although Chipping Norton has 

changed physically, ‘the feeling of togetherness as an authentic 

community is what gets me out of bed – that and my dog 

Stan!’ Hairdressing hasn’t really changed and it’s terrific to see 

a young stylist ‘interpreting the classic look that my hero Vidal 

Sassoon laid down many moons ago’. There are fantastic 

innovations in colouring now, allowing a more open and 

creative feel but balanced with a disciplined technique. 

Products now are more friendly in caring for the environment. 

Rob thinks it’s a great time to be doing his job and as he loves 

it; it’s also a privilege – he insisted on paying for an advert to 

thank everyone! (see page 11) 

Building on WOBA success 
A growing and successful Chipping Norton engineering firm, 

Solid Structures, took a top award at this year’s glamorous 

ceremony for the West Oxfordshire Business Awards at 

Heythrop Park on 29 March. Solid Structures is a young, 

structural and civil engineering firm, based in Chipping 

Norton opposite the Co-op in Albion Street. It was started in 

2005 by Sean Daly, responding to a need for a bespoke 

engineering service. The business has grown to nearly 20 staff, 

and completed over 1500 projects, including work on many 

iconic buildings ‘from listed landmarks to state of the art new 

homes’. This week, they also celebrated the one year 

anniversary of moving into their new offices in Chipping 

Norton. Solid Structures developed what used to be the back 

Local Elections: vote on 2 May 
The Town holds important local 

elections on 2 May. This year, all 16 

Chipping Norton Town Councillors 

stand down and a whole new council 

is elected. Twenty-five candidates are 

standing and you can vote for up to 

16. The Town Council uses your 

council tax to look after the Town 

Hall, recreation grounds, cemeteries, 

pool meadow, and Greystones. It 

gives grants to local bodies, is taking on more services, 

represents the Town on major issues such as planning and 

traffic, and will have substantial control over ‘infrastructure’ 

spending with new housing. It can also be a major supporter 

of promoting the Town, festivals, facilities and a welcome for 

new businesses. Also at the elections, one of Chippy’s three 

important seats on West Oxfordshire District Council is 

being contested. WODC is responsible for all planning issues 

(including the recent Chippy expansion plan), recycling, 

housing, economic development, community safety and more. 

See pages 16-17 for acandidate profiles.  

Your town, your Councillors 
With local elections coming, the News Team went out and 

about to get residents’ views on issues our Councillors 

should address. Here’s a selection of ‘what we would like’: 

‘Remove parking restrictions, make land available for a tennis 
club, put in a WiFi cafe for teenagers and a shop for teenage 
clothes.’ – Working mum 

‘Subsidise at least a minimum Pulham’s Bus service to Kingham 
Station, encourage Pop Up shops, galleries, information services 
in empty shops in town, and how about a Silver Screening in the 
Town Hall on Wednesday morning to coincide with the Market? 
This to support the Theatre and Town Hall maintenance’             

– An older voter 

‘Why can’t we get some decent toilets in the Town? They smell 
and are not clean. The ones in Stow and Moreton are really good 
and it doesn’t look good for the Town – puts people off ’ – First-

time young voter and friends 

And from the next generation of voters (aged 12 and 13) 

‘An exciting section in the park for teenagers with basketball, more 
grown-up play stuff; a clothes shop for teenage fashion, more 
public toilets and clean benches to hang out on.’ 
‘Better WiFi, a Parkour area in the park, more than one Chippy 
Mop every year, a gaming shop and a teenage casino.’ 
‘Somewhere to hang out safely with cheap drinks and food, shops 
with things that teenagers really need, have an area where 
teenagers can plant things like flowers and trees and look after 
them.’ 
There are big issues also with 1200 new homes coming, 

including the impact on traffic, health facilities, and the need 

for a thriving and attractive town centre. The Town’s 

Neighbourhood Plan is worth a read (see 

www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk). National issues, 

such as social housing, landlords’ responsibilities, and the 

environment, have also hit us in Chippy. Our citizens, young 

and older, will be looking to newly elected enthusiastic 

councillors to help. 

District 
& Town 
Council 

Elections   
2 May 

X VOTE

Robert out celebrating with his ‘wonderful’ team
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of the old Burtons/Dorothy Perkins shop into a state of the 

art office building. The rusty wall panels are made of COR-

TEN steel, engineered to rust as a protective coating.  

When not 

developing local 

landmark buildings, 

Solid Structures is 

involved in many 

building projects in 

the local area, such 

as Kingham Hill 

School, Daylesford 

Farm and 

Chipping Camp-

den School, to 

name but a few. 

Solid Structures 

is also geared to 

do bigger pro-

jects involving 

both structural and civil engineering such as the St Hilda’s 

College riverside development they are currently working on 

in Oxford. ‘Design is in our DNA, our Chipping Norton office 

provides a space where we can deliver complex construction 

projects and develop our company within the community by 

finding and nurturing the best local engineering talent’, says 

Mark Harris, Co-Director. At WOBA, Solid Structures was 

awarded the Cally Robson Award which celebrates excellence 

in entrepreneurship, innovation and sense of community. Solid 

Structures was also named as a finalist in the Employer of the 

Year and the Small Business categories.  

The Lawrence Home Nursing Team also featured at this 

year’s event, receiving a runners-up award for Charity of the 

Year. 

Tank Farm – no ‘little boxes’!  
Now that plans for 1200 new homes at Tank Farm look 

certain – attention has turned to exactly what sort of homes 

they will be, their design and the space they get. Town 

Councillors raised concerns about ‘the wrong sort of homes’, 

‘soulless designs’, and cramped ‘little boxes’ rather than 

pleasantly situated with the best architecture and 

sustainability. The recently approved plan for 80 extra-care 

homes up London Rd hasn’t helped – with Cllr Mike Tysoe 

likening them to a ‘Soviet bloc’ structure. Other recent new 

homes have also attracted criticism – although Mayor Don 

Davidson was apparently happier about the recent Bellway 

Cotswold Gate homes with a ‘Cotswold aesthetic’. Another 

fear is that a new large development could see too many 

homes crammed into the space. Reader John Osmond has 

been trying to get accurate figures after hearing at the 

consultation of potentially high ‘dwellings per hectare’ which 

he thinks could be higher than other Chippy estates. Homes 

crammed in could leave insufficient room for pleasant 

gardens, public space and parking. John also wrote to the News 
worried that WODC’s and the County’s decisions about this 

may not be all that ‘independent’, with more income coming 

from council tax charges for more homes. Moreover, being 

one of the major landowners, the County Council also gains 

from higher housing densities.  

Comparison of densities can be tricky – with different 

assumptions, such as inclusion of public space, in the 

calculations. A WODC planning policy officer told the News 
that much more detail of ‘what goes where’, in the large new 

development area, is needed before any housing densities will 

be final, but he did not believe that the Tank Farm densities 

would be particularly different from others such as at 

Cotswold Gate. The News will try to shine a clearer light on 

all this, as specific detailed plans emerge in coming weeks. 

Concerns also continue to be expressed (as covered in April’s 

News) at the lack of specific allowance for additional health 

facilities in WODC’s expansion plan. Our local councillors – 

including the newly elected Town Council in May – will need 

to keep an eye on developments. 

A sign of our times?  
Austerity seems to have got rid 

of our councils’ sign painters. 

Anyone have an hour and a bit of 

sandpaper and metal paint?  

What’s on at Glyme Hall 
Glyme Hall community facility – up behind the Leisure Centre 

in Chipping Norton – is owned by the County Council but is 

managed and run by a charitable company which aims to 

cover costs. The Hall was originally set up to provide more 

space for youth and community activities. Trustee Mike Tysoe 

updated the News on what’s happening there, saying that it is 

‘now well booked during term time with classes ranging from 

mothers’ and babes in arms’ groups through the entire age 

spectrum up to the Monday Club catering for pensioners on 

Monday afternoons, and the Remix Youth Club on Friday 

afternoons’. Remix, which is run with help from St Mary’s 

Church, is very popular, with around 60 young people joining 

in on Fridays. During the holidays Glyme Hall has a number of 

empty days, so if any new groups want to try out the Hall 

bookings are available. Mike reports that long-standing 

administrator Tori has departed for pastures new and, using 

the power of the internet, a new administrator, Ruth O’Brien, 

has been found. For enquiries and bookings call Ruth on 

01608 238037, Monday to Friday, 9am to noon. 

The Solid 
Structures office 
building – before 

& after

The Friends of St Mary’s Church

Fete
Saturday 11 May ~ 12-4pm

The Old Vicarage, Church St, Chipping Norton

BBQ Afternoon Teas

Games
Entertainment

Stalls

Raffle Draw
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Our Wood: ‘They can’t do that!’ 
The debate seems to have hotted up on where the new A361 

Relief Road through the new Tank Farm housing estate, should 

cross over Glyme Lane to get to the Banbury Road. An early 

‘indicative route’ had shown it cutting through some of the 

allotments. But now a fresh round of protests from residents 

have risen with the realisation 

that, apparently, Oxfordshire 

County Council (OCC) has re-

routed the proposed road to run 

through the William Fowler 

Memorial Wood instead. A notice 

from local residents has appeared 

asking for people to write to 

OCC and protest. Comments 

heard have included, ‘But I planted 

some of the trees!’ from one of 

many volunteers who did so 

partly to celebrate 

the Millennium, 

and another 

resident who said 

their neighbour ‘was actually planting a tree there when he 

had a heart attack and died’. Many trees were planted as a 

memorial to friends and family. Another protestor wrote that 

walkers and dog owners who regularly use the Wood and 

families who come in the summer to enjoy the fresh air, trees, 

wild flowers, bird and insects, as well as the freedom the safe 

space offers, are also up in arms. One child posted a video on 

the ‘Chipping Norton Then and Now’ Facebook page, 

expressing her sorrow at the thought of losing the Wood. 

Protestors who want to preserve the Wood told the 

News that they hoped the William Fowler Charitable Trust 

(which owns the land of both the wood and the allotments) 

‘won’t allow it’, also saying that ‘the land was given to the 

people of the Town!’ However, it is understood that Chipping 

Norton Town Council (who, in their capacity as individual 

councillors, are in fact Trustees of the William Fowler Trust) 

had told planners at West Oxfordshire District Council that 

the route destroying part of the Wood is preferable to losing 

some allotments – although WODC have already said that any 

allotment land lost would be replaced, probably nearby, 

perhaps on the other side of Glyme Lane. In the recent 

consultations, objections to the whole A361 relief road idea 

have continued to be raised, styled by some as ‘The Road to 

Nowhere’, and proposing that access to the new housing be 

done in different ways. Other comments have focused on why 

OCC aren’t paying more attention to the more serious 

pollution impact on the Town caused by the A44 (Oxford to 

Evesham) HGV route which will continue to travel right 

through the centre of town. Letters to OCC protesting about 

the relief road and its location have received a standard letter 

from OCC officer, Natalie Wood, saying that the proposed 

route is only indicative, and that concerns will be considered 

by the Transport Consultant for the East of Chipping Norton 

development area. (See letters page for more). 

The Town’s next Mayor 
When a newly elected Chipping Norton Town Council (see 

pages 16-17) meets for the first time on Monday 20 May, they 

will formally elect a Mayor to hold office for the coming year. 

A Mayoral Selection Committee (a sub-group of the existing 

Council) has already met and has recommended that Cllr 

Don Davidson should serve a second year as Mayor with Cllr 

James Kitcher-Jones continuing as Deputy. This, of course will 

depend on whether the two proposed office-holders are re-

elected as councillors and whether the newly elected full 

Council formally votes them into office at the May meeting … 

Gloria opens Watson Place 
In April Chipping Norton retirees joined journalist and 

presenter, Gloria Hunniford, to celebrate the opening of 

Watson Place on Trinity Road, McCarthy & Stone’s new 

Retirement Living Plus development. Homeowners and guests 

watched the ceremonial ribbon-cutting at the development, 

which has privately owned one and two-bedroom apartments 

designed for those aged 70 and over. Homeowners can use 

the communal lounge, on-site bistro-style restaurant, 

landscaped gardens, and a convenient guest suite for when 

friends and family come to visit. There are security entrance 

systems and 24-hour emergency call points. Residents can 

also access bespoke domestic and personal assistance 

packages to help them manage their day-to-day lives, such as 

help with laundry or cleaning, to round-the-clock personal 

care. McCarthy & Stone say the apartments can help bridge 

the gap between conventional retirement living and 

residential care. Retirement Living Plus enables older people 

to retain independence in the form of home ownership, yet 

still have the peace of mind of a range of additional security 

and support services. Prices start at £255,000 for one-bed 

and £325,000 for two-bed places, with part-exchange 

schemes available. More at www.mccarthyandstone.co.uk. 

Albion Gallery closed 
The Albion Gallery in Chipping Norton’s High Street closed 

in March and the property currently remains empty. The 

contemporary fine art gallery was opened back in May 2014 

by owners John Eades and Stephen Daniels and has provided 

showcase space for a range of leading and local artists. At the 

time, the 400-year-old somewhat neglected building went 

through extensive renovations and was turned into an 

attractive space for interesting exhibitions – the last of which 

was held over the winter. Further news is awaited.  

Top: The notice at 
the Wood                 

Left:                     
The Allotments  

Gloria Hunniford pictured cutting the ceremonial ribbon to 
mark the official opening of Watson Place in April
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When Anna met Olly 
Chippy young-

ster, Anna 

Drysdale, age 7, 

recently went 

backstage at The 
Voice UK and met 

Olly Murs, a 

judge on the 

show and Rays of 

Sunshine child-

ren’s charity 

ambassador. The 

charity, having 

learnt that Anna, who is currently living with relapsed 

osteosarcoma – a type of cancer that affects the bones, is a 

big Olly Murs fan, organised for the family to go on a meet and 

greet backstage where they not only met Olly but also his 

fellow judges Jennifer Hudson, will.I.am and Sir Tom Jones. 

Anna enjoyed having pictures taken with the judges at Elstree 

Studios before watching a live recording of the show. Keeley, 

Anna’s Mum, said, ‘Thank you Rays of Sunshine for making our 

daughter’s wishes come true. You really do change lives, taking 

the focus away from chemo and radiotherapy and giving us 

huge joy and precious memories. It was a truly amazing 

experience for our whole family’. Sir Tom Jones later shared a 

picture of him with Anna on his Instagram account saying ‘It 

was a pleasure to meet the children of @raysofsunshinecc, 

helping to grant their wish of coming along to @thevoiceuk. 

A brilliant charity doing fantastic things’.  

Teas on the Green 
Everyone is welcome at Churchill Village Green on Monday 6 

May 2–4pm. There will be Teas, Cakes, Croquet, Games, Bric-

a-brac and a Car Boot sale (ring 658092 to book a pitch). 

Thrive North-Ox ‘Book Shop’! 
Local charity, Thrive North-Ox, who 

fundraise to buy new, essential, desperately 

needed items for our local children in need, 

will be holding a pop-up Book Shop at this 

year’s Churchill Dog Show and Fete on 

Sunday 2 June. All proceeds to Thrive and they 

will also be running a block-printing 

workshop for children. Spring has sprung! 

Now is the time to scan your bookshelves for 

good quality books suitable for children, teens 

and adults and can be dropped at the local 

Midcounties Co-op ‘Book Bank’ at either Co-

op Travel or Co-op Supermarket in Chipping 

Norton. Midcounties Co-op recently 

announced they have chosen Thrive North-Ox as one of the 

local charities they will be supporting by helping to fundraise 

and to heighten the awareness of rural poverty. If you can’t 

wait until June, Thrive will be serving delicious home bakes 

and proper coffee and tea at Chastleton on Thursday 23 May, 

noon-4pm, Chastleton House Churchyard. Free entry to 

churchyard and all welcome! For further information about 

these events and Thrive, please visit www.thrive-

northox.co.uk or Facebook page Thrive North Oxfordshire.  

Andrea Ratcliffe 

Chippy Museum open  

Chipping Norton’s museum (opposite the Town Hall steps), 

run by the Local History Society, opened for the new season 

in April and one or two items have been returned from the 

store for display: the wooden dock from the Magistrate’s 

Court and a delivery bicycle used by Hitchman’s brewery. 

There are also some back copies of Chipping Norton News 

which are free to anyone coming into the Museum. The last of 

the winter season’s talks at the Local History Society is on 

Steve’s passion for music started when he was 

12-years-old and he started buying records. He 

played in various bands (none you will have 

heard of!) and pursued his hobby by selling 

through eBay from 2005. He then realised that, 

although his knowledge was extensive, he 

needed to spend more time researching. 

Working locally for a carrier company and an 

auction house, he couldn’t commit the amount 

of time he needed to really make a success of 

his ‘other job’. It became apparent that an 

interest in vinyl was booming so he found 

himself at a crossroads. 18 months ago he 

decided to work full time from home, buying 

and selling records and pop memorabilia.  

His success stories include one last Christmas when he 

sold a first pressing of David Bowie’s Hunky Dory to an 

American buyer for £290. His biggest sale was an acetate of a 

radio session featuring The Springfields circa 

1964 which sold, again to America, for £600. He 

has discovered that however tatty or seemingly 

worthless a piece of memorabilia might be, 

someone might be looking for it. Who would 

have thought that a dog-eared cardboard ticket 

for a 1970 Led Zeppelin concert would sell for 

£175 (to an Australian buyer)? Steve 

summarises his service thus: ‘I am a local 

collector looking to buy records and 

memorabilia. I offer home visits to give honest 

valuations. I have an extensive collection and can 

source records if people are searching for that 

elusive disc. My interests cover all genres from 

classical and jazz to punk and funk! I have bought 

records from many satisfied local people and can provide 

references if required.’ Pop memorabilia fans can contact Steve 

on 07796 126007 or at jazzmasterwolf@hotmail.co.uk 

Spotlight on pop memorabilia 
Surprising things are hidden in attics, sheds and basements all around Chipping Norton. The News 
Team’s Charlotte Bird went to meet local resident Steve Rolfe, who revealed his passion for pop 

memorabilia – and some of his notable finds.

In the spotlight
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Monday 13 May at 2pm in the Methodist Hall – Mark Davies 

will present ‘Stories of Oxford Castle’ – all are welcome. 

Jan Cliffe 

The case for a ‘One Stop Shop’ 
Town Councillors were 

upset in March to hear that 

opening hours in WODC’s 

Chippy public information 

desk at The Guildhall (see 

picture) are being reduced, 

from 1 April, down to only 

three half-mornings a week. 

This follows reductions last 

year, down from five full 

weekdays. The desk provides 

help with issues such as 

council tax and rubbish 

collections, but also has many 

visitor information leaflets. In 

a press release, WODC say a 

decline in users suggests 

‘limited resources can be 

used more effectively’. 

Apparently, in general, a face-

to-face enquiry costs around 

£8, a phone enquiry around 

£3 and an online web enquiry 15p. This follows a trend in 

closures of public services desks. WODC used to provide a 

full visitor office, which they closed; there is no longer a police 

desk; and Citizens Advice, with their old High Street office 

closed, now has a Chippy presence for only two short 

sessions a week. The County Council, which used to have 

local offices for things like social services, has no physical 

presence in Town. The Town Council’s own office remains 

open weekday mornings, and volunteers, with Town Council 

support, run a very useful visitor/town information desk (but 

only on Saturday mornings) in the visitor season. 

Mayor Don Davidson told the News he was ‘amazed’ at 

the logic that reduces such services when the Town is 

growing. Visitors and local people coming into the town 

centre could, perhaps, benefit from a more ambitious and 

effective ‘joined up’ one stop shop. Some market towns put 

together effective information services that, for example, can 

deal with both public service and visitor information. One 

idea is a ‘21st century’ town centre facility that includes more 

space for a heritage museum, library, visitor centre and 

community meeting place. With more housing growth, this is 

the kind of thing that could be earmarked to receive funding 

from developers’ infrastructure contributions. Capital 

support may also be available from our local authorities, 

especially if the Town can find volunteers and funds to keep a 

thriving facility going. Mayor Davidson told the News that 

such ideas had been mooted in the past but they need local 

enthusiasm and support from County and District authorities 

to make them happen. Readers’ comments are welcome. 

Springtime on Blossom Day 
A Wish for the Spring at Blossom Day on Sunday, 12 May at 

Chippy Community Orchard (off the Worcester Road) 12 

noon-3pm. Enjoy a traditional Beltane ceremony by tying 

ribbons on the trees as you make a wish for the Spring – 

green for the earth, yellow for the community, blue or pink 

for yourselves. Other activities include folk music by Franglais, 

dancing by Charlbury & Finstock Morris, pole lathe, children’s 

activities and lots of fruity seasonal refreshments. No charge 

but donations welcome. Car park at the Worcester Road end, 

but come by foot through the recreation ground if you can. 

Bless the trees for a good harvest in anticipation of Pick Your 

Own later in the year.  

Heather Leonard – Orchard Group 

Legion’s plans for D-Day 
The Chipping Norton Branch of the British Legion will be 

holding a ceremony of remembrance at 7pm on Thursday 6 

June, 75 years on from D-Day (Operation Overlord in World 

War II). They will unveil a plaque with the names of all those 

from the Town who landed on the Normandy beaches and 

took part in the subsequent Battles of Normandy between 6 

June and 24 August 1944. Steve Kingsford told the News that 

30 names from Chippy have been identified, five of whom did 

not survive the war. At least one Normandy veteran hopes to 

attend. A book telling the men’s stories, and a special pin 

badge are being produced. If readers have any information on 

local servicemen and women who took part in Operation 

Overlord please contact stevekingsford@gmail.com 01296 

780716. Two new benches will be installed at the War 

Memorial later in the summer to commemorate not just the 

75 years since the Normandy Landings but the major 

engagements of 1944 such as Anzio, Monte Cassino and 

Arnhem.  

The Armed Forces Trust of Chipping Norton presents:

A SWINGING 40s NIGHT  

All Proceeds to military & local charities

7pm to midnight ~ Tickets £20 from                        

077857 70812 or West St Newsagent 

Finger buffet ~ raffle ~ 40s dress welcome ~ 

prize for the best dressed couple

WITH THE SWINGETTES                                     
& THEIR JAZZ BAND

Saturday 8 June                     
at The Crown & Cushion  
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Time for a Chadlington pint 
The 16th Chadlington Beer Festival on 

Saturday 1 June promises to be the best 

yet. Noon–11pm in Chadlington 

Memorial Hall to raise money for 

Friends of Chadlington School. As 

usual there will be a dizzying array of 

beers from hair-on-your-chest super 

strength to something you’d give your 

Granny. There’s bitter, pale ale and IPA, and 

they’ve got it in dark, light and stout. There’ll be a host of great 

bands to listen to, great food to eat and fun for the kids ... not 

forgetting jugs of Pimm’s, fine wine, proper cider (that’s the 

cloudy stuff,  not the clear junk with bubbles) and, of course, 

tea and cake when you need a break from all the beer.  

Churchill Movies in May 
Screen by the Green movies at Churchill and Sarsden Village 

Hall start with The Seagull on Saturday 11 May. The film 

adaptation of Chekhov’s play of dark humour about a group 

of theatre professionals, wannabes and acquaintances meeting 

for a weekend stars Annette Bening, Saoirse Ronan and 

Elizabeth Moss. A handsome film about love and tangled 

relationships with some wonderful settings.  

On Friday 24 May is a one-off special screening of BAFTA 

nominated film Driven: The Billy Monger Story – about one of 

Britain’s most exciting young racing drivers who, aged 17, lost 

both legs after a horrific crash at Donnington Park. He 

resolved to drive again and pursue a dream of competing in 

Formula One. A welcome glass of wine at 7.15pm and the 60-

minute film is followed by a Q&A session with Caroline 

Hawkins, Executive Director – who lives in Churchill. Ticket 

proceeds and donations towards legs4africa, recycling 

prosthetics to African patients. All films start at 7.30; tickets 

£5 on the door. To book or for info call Jackie on 659903 or 

email screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Bledington Shop gathers pace 
Suddenly it’s all happening! 

Bledington Village Hall briefly 

became a Pop-up Café buzzing 

with excitement last month 

when 60 people gathered to 

discuss some intriguing ideas as 

their fast approaching 

Community Shop & Café 

becomes a reality. Electricity is 

now connected and clean water 

pipes are ready for Thames Water to connect. A permanent 

tarmac entrance from Church Lane has been constructed, and 

the main structure and roof covering will be erected this 

month. The new Community Shop & Café is expected to open 

in the Autumn. Meanwhile, the search for an experienced 

shop manager – ideally someone local – is about to begin. 

When complete, the new car park and the path from the 

Church Lane entrance will give access to the Shop & Café for 

wheelchairs, prams, buggies – and even skateboards – thanks 

to a generous grant from Awards for All, funded by the Big 

Lottery Fund. 

Sunday 30th June 2019 
We are looking forward to a great day together at this year’s Town Festival.                  
The line‐up is now confirmed and full details can be found on our website  

www.chippingnortontownfestival.co.uk and Facebook page. 
There are still stall spaces available.  If interested, please email 

cntownfestival@gmail.com for a booking form.

Coffee cup displaying the 
shop’s new logo
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Slow pothole and road repairs 
Under the cloak of ‘austerity’ 

Chipping Norton has become used 

to slow or declining services from 

local authorities. Most visible is the 

highway maintenance backlog of 

Oxfordshire County Council. 

Chippy’s Town Council continues to 

log issues about blocked drains, 

potholes and road damage – and 

awaits OCC action. In March local 

MP Robert Courts, on the Witney 
Gazette front 

page, said the 

‘situation had 

improved’ with 

defects being 

fixed and new 

G ove r n m e n t  

money available. 

In the mean-

time, keep on  

reporting the issues to your County 

Council and councillor. Pictured are 

three current examples in town: 
1: Exploring a pothole chasm outside 
Chippy Town Hall 
2: Topside railings damaged in summer 2018 – OCC was 
‘expediting supplies’ back in January ... with action finally at Easter 
3: Interesting ‘temporary fix’ for New Street kerbstones broken 
four months ago – good value for money? 

Parking woes continue 
Once again the long-standing issue of parking within our 
medieval town of Chippy raised its head at March’s Chipping 
Norton Town Council meeting. With increasing traffic, issues 
are usually about lack of spaces in the Town Centre with 
requests for urgent action to help short-term shoppers. 
Adding space to car parks such as New Street remains on 
West Oxfordshire District Council’s ‘action’ list but with little 
sign of urgency. This time the discussion was firstly on parking 
chaos up the London Road, with school drop-off and shopping 
parking in the new M&S Food Hall retail park. District 
Councillor Laetisia Carter commented on the continuing 
chaos there – with cars parking on grass verges and general 
congestion at school time. County Councillor Hilary Biles 
thought that permission had been given in the past for using 
Care Home or Hospital space for drop-offs but others said it 
was not allowed.  

Town Councillor Nova Bradley then suggested that, 

instead of cars parking on verges and pavements ‘making an 

untidy and unsightly mess on driving into town’ (this also 

applied along the Worcester Road and New Street), the 

County Council Highways should provide appropriate parking 

bays or refuges, to help. Funding for this might come from 

housing developers’ contributions. Other councillors said that 

people should be discouraged from driving anyway – 

particularly for school drop-offs if they could walk. Cllr 

Bradley agreed in general but felt that ‘car use is a fact anyway’ 

and we should provide for it rather than tolerate an unsightly 

and sometimes dangerous mess. Town Cllr Jo Graves, who is 

chair of the Town Council’s Traffic Advisory Committee, told 

the News, ‘We shall be discussing the issue of residents’ 

parking and other issues at the next Committee meeting in 

June. I feel that there is an urgent need for a comprehensive 

parking survey to be carried out. Perhaps this is something 

that a new Town Council could organise. As current Chair of 

the Committee, it would be interesting to hear from readers 

with any suggestions for a solution or any comments!’ 

Contact jograves46@aol.com. 

Talks, crafts, stories & books! 
You may have thought your local library had gloomy rooms, 

metal book stacks, cryptic cataloguing systems and stern 

librarians casting death stares to stamp out whispers. Well, 

libraries have changed! Chipping Norton Library welcomes all 

and works hard to make the library as comfortable and 

inviting as possible. Movable shelving makes way for special 

events such as author talks, children’s storytime, craft sessions 

and the Pop-Up Cinema at Christmas. If you have any ideas 

for an event then I’d love to hear from you. With free WiFi, 

computers with internet, scanning, a range of online resources 

including eBooks and a convenient library app, there is much 

more to offer than books. There is also colour printing and 

photocopying for a small charge. Once you join you can use 

your membership card in all Oxfordshire County Council 

branches. We do, of course, still have books. Lots of books. It’s 

free to borrow them and free to join. Let’s keep the Library 

at the heart of our community. Give us a try and help keep 

our precious library service alive.  

Sally Moore – Library Manager  

Churchill fun dog show & fete 
This highly popular event 

on Churchill Village 

Green is this year on 

Sunday 2 June from noon 

to 4pm. Entries for the 

fun dog show from 1pm 

and show starts at 2pm. 

Also featuring: Have A 

Go Agility, Gundog Display, Have A Go Gundog Scurry and 

Steeplechase. It should be lots of fun for you and your faithful 

friend and much more. All proceeds to Medical Detection 

Dogs. Enquires to Anne Batchelor 658284. 

Katharine House summer news 
It’s time to spend the summer enjoying the charity’s Festival 
of Gardens which is running this year from May to 

September. More than 30 gardens will be open in the local 

area with many serving teas and cakes. For a full list of 

gardens, visit www.khh.org.uk/gardens. The annual Midnight 
Walk is on Saturday 22 June. Embrace your inner free spirit, 

grab your flares, wear flowers in your hair, and get ready for a 

groovy time. The walk starts at Banbury Rugby Club, 

registration opens at 7.30pm with the walk setting off at 9pm. 

Choose either a 10 or a 6-mile circular route. It’s a great 

community event that younger family members can join too. 

Activities and entertainment pre- and post-event. The Rugby 

Club bar will also be open. Sign up at 

www.khh.org.uk/midnight. You can organise your own Care 
For A Cuppa event – why not offer afternoon tea for a few 

friends? – to raise funds for Katharine House. Brush up on 

1

2

3
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your baking skills and help offer comfort and support to over 

800 patients and their families. www.khh.org.uk/cuppa 

Art is for all 
Artweeks each May gives us the 

opportunity to visit local artists and 

view their work but art, like 

music, should and can be 

available in many varied 

situations and age groups. Last 

year the News reported on how 

Chipping Norton Health Centre 

had become an art gallery with a 

permanent exhibition of local artists’ 

work. The major part of their work was 

for sale, with a broad range of prices and styles. The project, 

working with local artists, was led on behalf of the Health 

Centre by Dr Neil Fisher and partly designed to help fund and 

promote the practice of prescribed art therapy to aid patients 

in their recovery. Relaxing Art Sessions, for example to help 

with mild anxiety, depression or loneliness, are now being run 

as art groups regularly at the Health Centre. The sessions are 

for two hours, led by local artists, such as Carol Harvey, Anuk 

Naumann and Janet Wilkinson. An example sent by Carol is 

pictured above. Each artist has a six-week course, which can 

be a single project followed through or a different topic each 

week. The groups are small and informal and may include 

people who are suffering from depression or are recently 

bereaved. If interested, contact your GP or the Health Centre. 

A new art therapy business called Artitude has also been 

started by Carol Harvey herself, developing the idea she is 

using at the Health Centre. As well as doing the ‘relaxing’ 

sessions there, she has put her home studio into action and is 

also running sessions at the Albion Centre on a voluntary 

basis. Contact Carol to find out more at 646825 or 07795 

515415.  

Also in town is a 

local Chipping 

Norton franchise of 

Creative Mojo, a 

national organisation 

that provides Arts 

and Crafts to care 

homes. Chippy 

resident Emma Polin 

(pictured), who used 

to work as a 

specialist teacher at 

the ACE centre and 

Penhurst, runs the franchise and has started art classes for all 

abilities and suitable for people with dementia or learning 

disabilities. Emma is already based at the care homes at 

Penhurst Gardens, Southerndown and Henry Cornish House. 

Sessions are fortnightly and monthly. For further information 

contact emma@creativemojo.co.uk or 07834 402888. Art 

and creativity in a friendly and sociable atmosphere can be a 

heart-warming and rewarding experience and definitely 

promotes mental and physical health.  

£150m Enstone museum  
It looks like a plan for a £150 million futuristic Bugatti 

museum near Enstone, complete with car track and 28 

holiday lodges, could well get the green light to go ahead – but 

West Oxfordshire Councillors have deferred making a final 

decision. Peter Mullin, a 78-year-old American billionaire and 

insurance tycoon, is president of the American Bugatti Club 

and wants to show his unrivalled European car collection in 

Oxfordshire and create, along with it, a major visitor 

attraction. Around 250,000 annual visitors might be expected, 

over 300 local jobs could be involved and £1.7m would be 

contributed to pay for an unspecified number of affordable 

homes, a car park for a local school, traffic calming measures 

for villages and for a community bus.  

The proposal has divided local communities. More than 

180 letters of objection, including from parish councils and 

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England, raised issues 

such as environmental damage, traffic, and an ‘elitist’ 

development (it is, of course, not far from Soho Farmhouse). 

Around 220 letters of support cited a good use of disused 

land, job creation and attraction of tourists to a prestigious 

museum and holiday destination. The Environment Agency and 

Natural England have not objected. After a year of debate and 

review, Phil Shaw, area development manager for WODC, 

produced a report for the Development Control Committee 

on 25 March recommending approval of the plans after 

weighing up pros and cons – and noting that planning policy 

suggests councillors should support the tourist 

redevelopment of a brownfield site where any ‘harms had 

been mitigated’. The Committee, however, decided to defer 

their decision – they wanted more information about the 

travel plan, which includes proposals for a shuttle bus for 

visitors from a nearby railway station, as well as information 

about affordable housing. 
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What’s on at Highlands 
The guests at Chipping 

Norton’s Highlands Day 

Centre were lucky to 

have Dr Sheila Parker 

(pictured) with them 

recently to explain all 

about the Maundy Money 

which she and Dr Bruce 

went to Oxford to 

receive from The Queen 

in 2013. Everyone was 

delighted to be told 

about their experience. 

Highlands are looking 

forward to some trips out, now the better weather is here, 

and are happy to offer seats on the mini-bus to anyone 

fancying a trip out – just give them a ring. The new carpet at 

the centre arrives at the end of April and the building and 

garden is looking good and available to let for meetings, 

events or family occasions. Highlands would welcome some 

new members and may now be able to offer transport from 

Hook Norton or Charlbury, whether it be for the day or for 

Lunch Club or Bingo. Please contact Joyce for details and they 

will tailor the service for you if they can: 643320.  

Joyce Taylor 

MP supports Safe Places  
Last month the News featured a 

new scheme in West Oxfordshire 

called ‘Safe Places’ – where local 

shops, including Chipping 

Norton’s Co-op and Boots 

pharmacies, can provide support 

for anyone coming in and simply 

asking for urgent help – perhaps 

getting in touch with a family 

member or friend. Local MP, 

Robert Courts, told the News he 

was delighted with local take-up of 

the scheme. If you think your 

business can help, you can email our MP at 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk and he will get you signed up to 

the scheme. Robert is keen to support actions taken by local 

communities to make them safer for vulnerable people. He 

commented on the local work being done to raise awareness 

about needs of the elderly, those with dementia, learning 

disabilities, and mental health issues.  

Join in the Big Knit 
Calling all knitters in Chipping Norton! The charity, Age UK 

Oxfordshire, has launched its 16th year of The Big Knit, asking 

as many people as possible to have a go at knitting miniature 

hats. You can be a purling pro, crochet connoisseur or a 

knitting newbie – and you can try some of Age UK’s new 

patterns including a dinosaur, lion, unicorn and duck. As well 

as the new designs, there are plenty more knitting patterns, 

whatever your ability, including classic beginner bobble hats, 

crochet options and other fun characters – knitters can even 

design their own. See www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/knit to 

download the new hat patterns and join in the campaign. Age 

UK is aiming for 25,469 hats from Oxfordshire knitters to 

adorn Innocent smoothie bottles later this year. For each be-

hatted smoothie sold, Age UK receives 25p, and that money 

helps the charity support older people who are facing later 

life alone. Please send completed hats to Age UK Oxfordshire, 

9 Napier Court, Barton Lane, Abingdon, OX14 3YT. The 

deadline for hats to be received is 31 July. 

Bird Aid breaks records 
Bird Aid, a local West 

Oxfordshire initiative that 

works closely with the 

Wychwood Project, has had 

great success over the winter 

targeting food help for local 

threatened farmland birds. 

During the winter ‘hungry 

gap’ of January to early May, 

birds such as yellowhammers 

(pictured), skylarks and linnets used to feed on seeds in the 

stubble fields before the land was ploughed in the spring. 

Unfortunately, the modern practice of immediate ploughing 

after harvest now makes it much harder for flocks of these 

birds to survive the winter. Over the past 15 years, Bird Aid, 

led by Louise Spicer, has organised 12 feeding stations on 

farms in Charlbury, Chipping Norton, Over Norton, Hailey, 

Stonesfield and Crawley. Thirty volunteers from the local 

community distribute seed and, with advice from the RSPB 

and support from the Wychwood Project and generous 

donors, this venture has successfully attracted lots of 

BAKERS HAIR

A simple 
thank you to 

Chipping 
Norton                

for                    
25 wonderful 

years

01608 643139    www.Bakershair.com

Davines Exclusive salon
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farmland birds, including scarce tree sparrows and corn 

bunting in past years. The project’s regular surveying suggests 

almost 150 yellowhammers and chaffinches, almost 300 

linnets and over 330 skylarks were fed over the last winter. 

Bird Aid would welcome more bird watchers to help with 

all of this. The charity is also keen to hear from farmers or 

landowners who could provide a feeding site. If you would like 

further information on how to get involved please contact: 

judy.anders66@gmail.com.  

Legion Bikers ride in 
Last month also saw news of 100 members of The Royal 

British Legion Riders’ Branch roaring into West Oxfordshire 

to Brize Norton for a ride-past and ceremony at the 

Repatriation Memorial Garden. RAF Brize Norton plays host 

to fallen armed service personnel brought back to the UK. A 

Legion flag is lowered as the bodies of returned service 

people pass by on their way to the JR Hospital. Chipping 

Norton veterans have also been part of the Bikers Branch – 

and have taken part in the annual ride to the National 

Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire. 

Help by reading to children 
Do you have a few hours to spare each week and would enjoy 

volunteering to work with primary-aged children? If so, then 

the Oxfordshire-based charity ARCh would love to hear from 

you. They recruit, train and support volunteers who help 

selected primary school children develop a love of reading. 

No formal qualifications are required, just enthusiasm for 

reading, enjoyment of children’s company and good 

communication skills. After successfully completing the 

application and checking process and training course, each 

volunteer is assigned to a primary school near their home or 

place of work. They visit the school twice a week for an hour 

and a half at a time during the school day and the school 

selects three children for each volunteer to work with. Each 

child benefits from two half-hour 1:1 sessions with their 

helper each week. The charity provides books and games to 

use in the sessions and these are personalised to the 

individual children to encourage them to enjoy reading. 

Several local primary schools in and around Chipping Norton 

are already benefiting from ARCh volunteers but ARCh would 

like to recruit more volunteers so that they can offer their 

valuable service to other schools in the Chipping Norton 

area. Further information can be found at 

www.archoxfordshire.org.uk or contact Heidi Moss at 

Heidi@archoxfordshire.org.uk. 

News from The Lido  
Everyone should be enjoying swimming in the open air again 

now that The Lido in Chipping Norton is open for the summer. 

To go with the new season, there is also a new website. If you 

haven’t seen it already, take a look at www.chippylido.co.uk for 

the latest news, such as the additional activities on offer this 

season: on Tuesday mornings from there is Aquafit (16+) 10-

10.45am, followed by a 15-minute cool-down swim; on Sunday 

mornings from 12 May there will be Yoga 11am–noon; and on 

13 May Synchro returns to Monday evenings 7.30-8.30pm. As 

well as on the website, you can follow on 

Facebook/ChippyLido, Twitter @ChippyLido and now 

Instagram too; yes, you guessed it, just look for chippylido! 

Claire Williamson 

Charity helps children to swim  
Local charity, Thrive 

North-Ox, who raise 

money to help local 

children living in 

difficult circum-

stances, have just 

completed funding a 

year of swimming 

lessons for a group of 

local children from 

primary schools in 

the Chipping Norton 

area, who would not 

have otherwise had 

the financial means to 

learn to swim. Thrive 

funded swimming 

lessons, swimwear 

and towels with a 

grant from Oxford business P2i. Lessons were arranged and 

given by the charity, Better, at Chipping Norton Leisure 

Centre. Thrive’s Melanie Butterworth said, ‘We believe that all 

children should have the opportunity to learn to swim. It is a 

basic, physical life skill and each child has benefited 

enormously both emotionally and socially. Thrive North-Ox is 

also indebted to Better and GLL at the Leisure Centre 

enabling this to be an affordable project.’ Thrive North-Ox, 

formed in 2016, helps struggling families with basic needs such 

as toiletries, a bed to sleep on, basic clothing, school uniforms, 

shoes, swimming lessons or a rug to cover a bare floor 

following a sudden home move. The charity is now looking for 

a new sponsor for £1,000 for eight children to have a year’s 

swimming lessons. If you can help, email contact@thrive-

northox.co.uk or call 07391 707292. 

Yoga sessions on Sunday mornings

Dave King, General Manager GLL,  
Melanie Butterworth, Founding Member 

of Thrive North Ox & Phil Stanley, 
Community Sports Officer, GLL
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Our ‘Father of Geology’ 
One notable claim to fame for the local 

village of Churchill is that it is the 

birthplace of William Smith, the ‘Father of 

English Geology’. On 23 March, the 

village celebrated his 250th birthday with 

a visit to his birthplace and flowers from 

Joy Timms, a relative of the geologist, who 

lives locally (pictured below). William 

‘Strata’ Smith was born in 1769, the son 

of a blacksmith who 

attended the village 

school. Legend has it 

that his interest in 

geology was sparked 

by the echinoid fossils 

(‘poundstones’) found 

in local fields. In 1815 

he published the first 

nationwide geological 

map, though he was 

overlooked by the 

scientific community 

as his relatively humble education and family connections 

prevented him from mixing easily in learned society. 

Financially ruined, he spent time in a debtors’ prison and it 

was only late in his life that he received recognition for his 

accomplishments, and became known as the ‘Father of English 

Geology’. Why not visit the Churchill and Sarsden Heritage 

centre (www.churchillheritage.org.uk ) and find out more?  

Friday night is bingo night 
Make a date on Friday 31 May for the next Friday bingo 

evening in Great Rollright – now a permanent fixture, raising 

money for a range of local village causes. With a relaxed 

atmosphere, everyone is welcome – bring a group and have 

a laugh. Games run from 7.30pm to around 9.15pm. Bar, 

refreshments, and real cash prize pay-outs. This is a non-

profit-making event and all proceeds go to the Village Hall, 

Primary School and Parish Church development. Doors 

open 7pm. Future dates: 5 July and 20 September. Eyes 

Down, Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

‘Stonehenge’ on our doorstep 
The Rollright Stones begin their weekend and Bank Holiday 

wardening season at Easter with Wardens on duty, weather 

permitting, with a wealth of information and postcards on 

sale. Busy times are in store with regular dowsing sessions, 

Druids, handfastings, astronomical and other celebrations.  

On 20 July the Stones host the 70-piece Stratford Festival 

Orchestra and Choir, conductor Simon Kemp presenting Moon 
Stones – a musical evening to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

the first Moon Landing. See www.rollrightstones.co.uk – 

tickets available from The Theatre. On August Bank Holiday 

Monday there is another family Fun Day with plenty of 

attractions to keep everyone busy.  

Planned works during the year include new fencing and 

repairing footpaths, never-ending site maintenance and an 

exciting project to open up the woodland copse for visitors. The 

Rollright Stones are fast becoming one of the most popular 

ancient stone circle sites to visit. The Warden team always need 

volunteers throughout the season and would welcome help, 

including with the important relationship with the public. Get in 

touch at robin.smitten@gmail.com. If you want to visit – bring 

the kids and take in the history and mystery of the magnificent 

6000-year-old Rollright Stones, try and count the stones (a 

mystery!), decipher the encryption on the seat by the Whispering 

Knights or just gaze into Shakespeare’s Warwickshire from the 

King Stone field, all in a natural unspoilt setting.  

Robin Smitten, Site Warden 

Cottonwood’s online boutique 
Bespoke furniture maker Cottonwood Interiors, based in 

Chipping Norton’s Elmsfield Estate, celebrates its five years of 

success here this year. The family-run business has 30 years of 

experience behind the team of expert cabinet makers and 

carpenters. The latest news this spring is that they are 

launching their Online Home Interiors Boutique on 27 May – 

Spring Bank Holiday. Offering this to loyal and new UK 

Parched earth at the Stones last summer
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memory of Jane Phillips MBE at the Golf Club, Southcombe, 

on Friday 14 June. Thanks to sponsor, Wise Funds. Please visit 

www.lawrencehomenursing.org for more information. Proms, 

Picnic and Fireworks takes place at Kingham Primary School 

on Saturday 29 June. Songs from Broadway and Last Night of the 
Proms Finale will be performed by Salomon Brass and their 

guest soprano. Tickets are £25 for adults and £5 for children, 

and are available from the website as above or call 684475. 

Thanks to sponsors Kingham Hill School and Woodstock 

Roofing. Finally, thanks to The Bell Inn, Charlbury who are 

supporting the restaurant scheme during the month of May. 

£1 at the end of your meal will be donated to LHNT. 

Verity Fifer 

Springtime with Beech Haven 
Leisure coordinator Sandra Stowe, at Chipping Norton’s 

Beech Haven residential home, reports that everyone was 

busy getting 

ready for 

Easter, with an 

Easter tea and 

eggs all planned. 

In March some 

residents and 

staff members 

joined in the 

fun of the 

national Red 

Nose Day by 

wearing red! All 

are also looking forward to the forthcoming repeat of the 

dayout and boat trip with the Rivertime Boat Trust in May. The 

Trust hosts small groups of passengers, cruising nearby on the 

Thames on a spacious, purpose-designed 42-foot boat named 

Rivertime which is equipped with a ramp and a lift for 

wheelchairs. There is a toilet for the disabled and a large 

saloon with a sliding roof for sunny days. A friendly but 

experienced group of volunteers help out (see picture). More 

than 12,000 people have experienced boating on the Thames 

thanks to the Rivertime Boat Trust in its six years! Residents 

and staff at Beech Haven hope that everyone had a very 

Happy Easter. 

Chad Methodist Church plan 
Although, as reported previously, the Methodist Church in 

Chadlington has closed its doors to worship, the 

superintendent minister is very keen that it should continue 

to be used for wider community purposes. Built in 1903 to 

replace a ‘Tin Tabernacle’ in Horseshoe Lane, the Church lies 

in the heart of the village and is a large one by small village 

standards. Chadlington website reports that a number of 

community groups and individuals in the village have 

expressed interest in the possibility of developing the building 

as a community hub. A meeting was held at the Church in 

March, with a good attendance of interested parties. As a 

follow-up if anyone unable to attend that meeting would 

nonetheless like to contribute to future discussions, please 

register your contact details with Rev Jill Marsh, District 

Mission Enabler, Northampton Methodist District, 9 The Elms, 

Blaby, Leicestershire, LE8 4EJ. 07745 020597 or email: 

jill.marsh@methodist.org.uk. 

customers online, the boutique will also sell accessories for 

homes and gardens. The team will also be supporting local 

businesses that will showcase their creations in a special 

artisan section of the boutique. More details at the newly 

designed website www.cottonwood-interiors.co.uk and 

follow @cottonwoodhq. 

Lawrence Team fundraisers 
The Lawrence 

Home Nursing 

Team will be 

benefiting thanks 

to local artist, 

Andrea Bates, 

(Hillside, En-

stone OX7 4NE) 

who is donating 

20% of her sales 

proceeds during 

her Artweeks 

Exhibitions 18-19 and 24-27 May, open daily 11am-6pm. 

Rosemary Hitchcock is organising a Bric-a-brac Fayre in aid of 

LHNT and Mencap at Chipping Norton Town Hall on 

Saturday 11 May, 11am-3pm. If you would like a table (£10) or 

have items to donate please contact 

fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org or telephone 684475 

and you can be put in touch with Rosemary. 

June is always the Team’s busiest month for fundraising 

and this year is no exception. In the 20th Anniversary Year the 

Team are organising the Annual Golf Day and Gala Dinner in 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861

Last year’s ‘Last Night of the Proms’ event

A boat trip is planned on Rivertime
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LOCAL NEWS

Police and community safety 
This month has reports on our local fire service, safety and 

security, and a plea for more police and community action on 

the dangers of ‘drink spiking’ leading to potential sexual 

assaults 

This month at the Fire Station 
Simon Sumners, our local Fire Station 

Commander reports that March saw 10 

callouts in Chipping Norton for our crews; 

these ranged from a road traffic collision 

on the A44 at Salford, 

where thankfully no one 

was seriously injured, to two 

small fires in homes. One of these was a 

washing machine in Rowell Way, where 

smoke had filled the property and the 

other where a pan had been inadvertently 

left unattended. Crews used a pressure fan 

to remove the smoke from both incidents 

and again thankfully no one was seriously injured. March has 

also seen the start of the building works at the Fire Station to 

provide facilities for Thames Valley Police to be based (and 

when they finally leave the Police Station). Simon added ‘we 

are excited by this project and the opportunity to work more 

closely with our Police colleagues in the future. Please visit 

the 365alive website for plenty of free advice on how to stay 

safe in your home, from choosing the right smoke alarms to 

planning your escape, if needed. Please remember to keep safe 

and test your smoke alarms regularly.’  

Police and Safety Awareness Day 
April saw a Neighbourhood Watch Action 

and Awareness Day held on the afternoon 

of 2 April at Chipping Norton Town Hall 

with fire, police, and a number of other 

public agencies available to chat to the 

public and give advice.  

With recent break-ins in town shops, 

there has also been a revival of interest in increasing security 

in the Town Centre such as CCTV and monitoring systems. 

CCTV cameras are also about to be put on the outside of the 

Town Hall. For any enquiries about Neighbourhood Watch 

please email NHWchippingnorton@gmail.com to get in 

contact with the Team.  

How much local crime? 
February saw 61 crimes reported in the Chipping Norton 

Area including: 5 anti-social behaviour, 13 burglaries 

/shoplifting/theft, 8 criminal damage and arson, 1 drugs, 2 

public order, 4 vehicle crimes, 1 other, and 27 violence and 

sexual offences. Please visit www.police.uk/shape/sMi1qH/ for 

more information including outcomes for these crimes. To 

contact local police call 101. 

Increased dangers of ‘drink spiking’ 
One local News reader sent a disturbing report of her niece, 

a 21-year-old local woman, falling unconscious after what 

appeared to be a potential case of Drug Facilitated Sexual 

Assault (DFSA). This was during an evening out in Oxford. 

Recently Sky News reported a more than doubling of ‘spiking’ 

reports since 2015 and there may be more. There are, 

however, few or no criminal convictions. Innocent victims may 

well not be drinking much at all – but suddenly find 

themselves waking up hours later. On this reported occasion 

a friend rescued the unconscious victim from what appeared 

to be a group of males surrounding her outside, some 

distance from the bar. Our reader raised concerns that such 

incidents often see victims ‘blamed’ for not being careful, and 

that predator behaviour is ‘normalised’ (‘it happens’) by those 

in authority. Detection rates are very low which our reader 

feels is of great concern given the serious nature of the 

crimes which have devastating effects on the victims. Our 

reader suggests that police should give this crime a much 

higher priority – and that we all need to take more collective 

responsibility to challenge such behaviour ‘before it happens 

to someone you love’.  

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the  
heart  of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                           
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                 

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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ELECTION CANDIDATES
West Oxfordshire District Council (1 seat) 

Mike Cahill – Labour & Co-operative 

I’ve lived in West 

Oxfordshire for 

32 years, in 

Chippy for the 

last 20. I am a 

governor of the 

ACE Centre 

Nursery School 

and a member of 

the local Neighbourhood Watch team. 

Most of my working life has been spent 

in education, serving as teacher and 

head teacher and leading two national 

initiatives. Chippy is a great place to live 

and if elected I will work with residents 

and fellow councillors to make it even 

better. We must improve air quality, and 

create more job opportunities for 

young and old alike. I will work with 

Labour colleagues on the District 

Council, and the Labour team on the 

Town Council, to ensure development 

does not damage the Town’s unique 

character.

Juliet Byrne – Liberal Democrat 
Juliet Byrne lives 

in New Street, 

Chipping Nor- 

ton, and has 

done so for the 

past 30 years, 

with husband, 

James, and has 

four children, 

now working across country and 

globe, from London to America. This 

election could see the wipe out of the 

Conservatives across the country 

because of Brexit. Chipping Norton 

voted to Remain a member of the EU: 

Juliet is the European candidate in this 

election (her daughter in law is from 

Spain). She is asking both Labour and 

Conservative voters to ditch their 

parties and vote for her, because she 

is local, the only candidate with a clear 

view on Brexit and ready to give 

Chipping Norton the voice it has been 

missing in the council chamber.  

Jonny Rosemont – Conservative  
Jonny is the 

Conservative can-

didate for Chipping 

Norton for 

District Council. 

He cares pas-

sionately about the 

Town and many of 

the issues people 

care about – such as crime, council tax, 

recycling and affordable housing. Given the 

1,200 new homes being built in Chipping 

Norton, it is crucial we get sufficient 

infrastructure and very importantly protect 

the hospital, surgery and keep the First Aid 

unit. As Deputy Chairman for West 

Oxfordshire Conservatives, he has a 

fantastic working relationship with District 

and County Council colleagues as well as 

our MP Robert Courts. As someone with 

over 15 years’ commercial experience and 

who has run his own business, he’s 

interested in supporting local businesses. 

He’s a family man with two young daughters.  

Chipping Norton Town Council (vote for 16 seats)
Richard Benfield – Independent I joined 

the Council in 2013 and am 

passionate about this town 

where I was born and brought 

up. The enormous amount of 

development planned is of 

great concern and needs to be carefully 

monitored and scrutinised to prevent the 

Town losing its character. Parking and HGVs 

are major concerns. 

Chris Butterworth – Conservative 
Party Retired Physics 
Schoolmaster living in Chippy 
since 2004.Town Councillor 
supporting Community 
interests for over 10 years. Past 

Mayor 2011/12 leading change and promoting 
Town (occasionally riding a camel!). Chairman 
of the adopted CN Neighbourhood Plan. CN 
School Governor for 9 years. Chairman of 
Town Hall Committee for 8 years.

Eve Coles – Labour Party Eve has 

represented you as Town 

Councillor continuously 

since 1976. Her particular 

interests are leisure facilities 

for all ages and abilities – was 

instrumental in getting the Leisure Centre 

and the MUGA. Investment to improve air 

quality is long overdue. She is trustee of 

Age Concern and the ACE Centre.

Nova Bradley – Labour Party Nova lives 

and works in Chipping Norton 

and has been a Town 

Councillor since 2016. She 

served as governor of both 

Holy Trinity and Chipping 

Norton Schools. Nova, a local solicitor, looks 

forward to focussing on matters to support 

retention and development of business and 

job opportunities for the Town.

Laetisia Carter – Labour Party Laetisia, 

a District Councillor since 

2014, lives and works in 

Chipping Norton. She is 

governor at the Ace Centre 

and has been very involved 

with CN Theatre. Laetisia runs her own 

business and looks after her young family. 

Both children attend local schools. Laetisia is 

passionate about improving the Town for all.

Alex Corfield – Independent Alex, 

Architect and Town Planner, 

working locally over 30 years. 

has four, now adult, offspring all 

schooled locally. Town 

Councillor for eight years, he 

wishes to: control rate of town growth; 

protect rural character, local services and 

Health Centre; promote cycle ways and 

footpaths, and limit lorries through the Town.

Gordon Brown – Independent I've lived 

in Chippy for 45 years. I 

started the highly successful, 

much appreciated, Chippy 

Shuttle Bus from nothing, 

now with 1000/m. I started 

the new Patient Group in the Health 

Centre. I have travelled the world as a Car 

Designer, but was always relieved to come 

home to Chippy.

Sandra Coleman – Independent I 

have lived in Chipping 

Norton for 15 years with 

my family, serving as School 

Governor at Holy Trinity 

and Chipping Norton 

School and have been involved with Scouts 

and local Christians Against Poverty 

service. I want to ensure that as our town 

grows it develops the best way possible. 

Don Davidson – Independent 
Currently Town Mayor (and 

Mayor Elect if reelected), on 

5th term as Mayor. Moved 

here in 1974 teaching at CN 

School for 25 years. Trustee 

at ACE Centre. Chair of Glyme Hall 

Management Committee. I have always 

stood as independent – to represent 

Chippy people rather than any ‘party line’.
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Jo Graves – Independent I stand as 

Independent to represent all 

residents of CN. I have lived 

here 38 years, taught in St 

Mary's Primary School, 

currently serve on the Town 

Council, am involved in St Mary's Church, 

chair the League of Friends of CN War 

Memorial Hospital and am Governor at St 

Mary's School. 

Tahirul Hasan I’ve lived in Chipping 

Norton for three decades, 

raised my children here, and 

served since 2011 as town 

councillor. My business is 

here and I volunteer with 

the local community – towards a better 

life for local residents.. I would like to 

continue as town councillor working for 

our community.

Zoey MacGregor – Independent 
Chippy Resident Zoey 

was proposed by local 

residents Peter Deakin & 

Rhiannon Matthews. The 

News tried hard to make 

contact, including via social media, but we 

have not succeeded (contact details for all 

three are not publicly available). Hence 

there is no profile for this candidate.

Dominic Harrison – Independent As 

one of the four volunteer 

organisers of 'Christmas in 

Chippy' I enjoy bringing the 

community together. 

Chipping Norton, its high 

street and the local independent shops are 

very important to me and as a lifetime 

resident I want to push for positive 

changes for young and old alike.

David Heyes – Labour Party David has 

lived in Chippy for ten years, 

has been Town Councillor 

since 2011, has served six years 

on the NHS Locality Forum 

representing patients’ views, 

and wants to ensure that housing 

developments become attractive communities 

enhancing the Town. As an allotment holder, 

the Link Road is a serious concern.

Georgia Mazower – Labour Party 

Georgia is a Teaching 

Assistant at the ACE Nursery 

School, while being Chair for 

8 years, alongside four Ofsted 

outstanding ratings. She is 

designing a product for the Period Poverty 

campaign. She worked for the RSC, started 

Cinema Bambino at Chippy Theatre and is 

mum to Elliot, Seth and Max.

Steph Harrison-White – Independent 
I am an NHS senior adult 

and children's nurse living in 

Chipping Norton for 9 

years. Loving this town, I 

would do my utmost to 

protect its unique history and spirit, 

working on your behalf, for it to continue 

to thrive as a beautiful market town with 

strong, safe community.

James Kitcher – Independent My 

name is James. I have been 

working hard for Chipping 

Norton as Town Councillor 

for the last four years, and 

Deputy Mayor for this past 

year. I have supported many initiatives in 

the Town making Chipping Norton a safer 

place to live, working tirelessly to help 

build the future.

Aaron Miles – Labour Party A long-time 

resident of Chipping Norton, 

Aaron attending CN School, 

was formerly a member of 

North Oxfordshire’s youth 

parliament and is currently 

studying for a degree at Oxford’s Ruskin 

College. While living in the Town with his 

foster parents, he has seen great changes in 

Chipping Norton, not all beneficial.

Rizvana Poole – Labour Party Originally 

from Manchester, Rizvana now 

considers Chippy her home. 

She worked for an 

International Bank, is now 

dedicated mother of two boys, 

was Parent Governor at St Mary’s primary 

school and is on the PTA at Holy Trinity. She 

helps cook a Food Bank community lunch at 

the Baptist Church.

Mike Tysoe – Independent Councillor 8 

years, Mayor 5 years, created 

Snow Committee, very 

involved renovating recreation 

grounds, town railings and 

helping Christmas-in-Chippy. 

Wants to get the best for the Town out of 

the unwelcome Tank Farm Development 

giving priority to traffic and pollution realising 

there will be difficult discussions ahead.

Catherine Salmon – Independent I 

am interested in making a 

difference to all in this 

wonderful town that we call 

‘Chippy’. An active member 

in the community, I will listen 

and support you. I have a commercial 

background which I feel adds value to the 

team, and I look forward to working with 

you.

Andrew Villars Living in Chipping 

Norton for nearly 15 years, 

serving as a Town Councillor 

since 2015, Andrew is 

passionate about our town, 

keen to ensure the new 

housing plans are supported by 

appropriate infrastructure to maintain and 

enhance the Town. He also serves on the 

Council of Management for The Theatre.

Lexy Tuckwell – Labour Party Lexy 

Tuckwell has lived in 

Chipping Norton for 18 

years with her husband and 

children. She is the lead 

teacher at the ACE Centre 

Nursery School and has a passion for 

Early Years education and works with 

other services to support Chipping 

Norton’s families and children.

Mark Walker – Labour In Chippy since 

2003, a Town Councillor 

since 2014, Mark is on the 

recreation committee and 

supportive in bringing Park 

Run here. Living on the 

former Parker Knoll site Mark is acutely 

aware of Tank Farm development impact. 

He will continue to lobby strongly for a 

genuine Town housing mix.  

Martin Jarratt – Independent Independent 

councillor since 1999 and Mayor 

twice. Presently chairman of 

Cemetery Committee and Welfare 

Charities, member of Highlands 

management and Town Festival 

committees, Treasurer of Nortonians ADS and 

Trustee of Oxfordshire Woodland Group. If 

elected, I will fight issues on your behalf to 

maintain the special qualities of Chipping Norton.

VOTE THURSDAY 2 MAY
Chipping Norton Town Council candidates (contd)

POLLING STATION 
Chipping Norton                    

Town Hall, Market Place 

VOTING HOURS 
7am – 10pm 

Results will be in The 
Guildhall window and can 

be viewed on  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/   

about-the-
council/elections-voting/ 

WATCH OUT FOR                
EU ELECTIONS ON  

23rd MAY
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Nicks Chicks on the march 
Originally the Nicks sisters, 

Paula, Caroline and Angela 

(now Smith, Bott & Sivell 

respectively) were all born 

and brought up in Chippy. 

Two still live in the area and 

they recently decided they 

wanted a challenge and we 

think they’ve found one! On 

7/8 September they will be doing the Thames Path 100k 

challenge walking from Putney Bridge in West London to 

Henley on Thames via Heathrow. All in aid of The Teenage 

Cancer Trust, a charity close to so many hearts. They have 

been training hard, and are pictured wearing their new Team 

Nicks T shirts before they went for their first walk together 

on Sunday 14 April – clocking up an impressive 19k! They will 

be bag packing in the Co-op in the summer as part of their 

fundraising but if you wish to help them with a donation you 

can do so through www.justgiving.com/teams/NicksChicks19 

50 miles in a day! 
A group of friends 

from Chipping 

Norton became 

intrepid marchers 

on 14 April – 

completing 50 

miles in 24 hours 

walking day and 

night for charity. 

They started and 

finished at Henry 

Gardner-Roberts’s 

house – on their Easter break from University and were 

raising money for the Schistosomiasis Control Initiative (SCI), 

which is involved in preventing parasitic worm infection in 

developing countries, responsible for over 200,000 deaths 

every year. Henry told the News they felt passionate about 

fundraising for SCI because it only costs them £1 to provide 

treatment for one child so just a little bit of money goes a 

long way to save lives. Henry and the team returned tired but 

triumphant and said, ’Trekking 50 miles was an amazing 

challenge – we found it tough but teamwork and 

determination got us through. We finished the 50 mile route 

at 4.15 in the morning after being out on the road for over 

21 hours.’ They are making a documentary of the adventure 

and want to publicise the cause as much as possible – if you 

want find out more about SCI visit 

www.schistosomiasiscontrolinitiative.org and you can donate 

via www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/50miles24hours 

Maggie's Marathon Moonwalk 
Maggie Chilton of Chipping Norton is 

celebrating her 80th year by taking part 

in the 26-mile marathon Breast Cancer 

Moonwalk in London on the night of 

11 May. In her team will be her 

daughters Candida Waters of Hailey 

and Fenella Nicholas of Leafield. Maggie 

says, ‘aged nearly 80 and at night, this is 

one of the hardest challenges I have 

done but it is such a good cause it is 

worth the effort. I am training every day and have already 

done a twenty mile walk’. To support Maggie see her website 

https://moonwalklondon2019.everydayhero.com/uk/maggie-6 

Jamie Chilton 

Trekking to Kilimanjaro 
Chippy’s Phil McDonald, plus Stan Matthews, Bradley Warner 

and Kate Kalinowska 

are making a 7-day 

trek to the top of Mt 

Kilimanjaro, the 

highest point in Africa, 

in July. They are raising 

funds for a building 

project in the Zulu 

area of Kwa Ximba 

near Durban in South 

Africa, planned for April 2020. Kwa Ximba is an extremely 

poor area, with one of the highest HIV rates in the world and 

receives very little help locally. The project aims to improve 

the lives of the schoolchildren through the provision of better 

facilities and a feeding programme. Previously, global charity 

Lionsraw has built a school, additional classrooms and toilet 

facilities. The group have a fundraising target of £10,000 

towards the next project to build a community/school hall, 

improve water and waste management systems and provide 

sports facilities such as football and netball for the 

schoolchildren. Any donations, which can be made via 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/philip-mcdonald5,  will make a 

huge difference. See www.lionsraw.org. 100% of all donations 

will go directly to the project. The group is paying all the costs 

of the Kili trek and their trip to South Africa for the build. 

They also hope to run a fundraising evening at the Town Hall 

on Saturday 9 November along with other events during the 

next year – look out for announcements! 

LOCAL NEWS

Marching for a good cause  
This month the News heard of all these gallant endeavours for charity. Well done to all.

Zulu children supported by Lionsraw
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Messrs Owen & Mumford: early years 
Tucked away up the Worcester Road, Owen Mumford has 

over 350 employees here and a further 350 in Woodstock. I 

wondered how many local people know what they do and 

how they connect with our community. They kindly 

responded to my request for a visit. Jonathan Byrne, the 

general site manager, told me how, back in 1949, Ivan Owen 

asked fellow apprentice John Mumford if he was interested in 

starting their own business once qualified. Ivan’s father was 

impressed and joined them as administrator, and, luckily for 

the 21-year-olds, gave them a shed on his land. The company 

launched in 1952 with an improved design for a laryngoscope 

they had been working on before with anaesthetist Professor 

Macintosh at the Radcliffe Infirmary. Next was the ‘Oxford 

Inflating Bellows’, a versatile artificial ventilation and 

anaesthetic system – still selling 40 years later. The early days 

were hard but with perseverance came expansion with their 

first premises in Woodstock in 1958. In the 1960s they started 

into plastics, and the 1970s saw a move to the bigger current 

Woodstock site, producing an endless stream of safety 

helmets, medicine spoons, fans, plugs, washers and goggles.  

Innovation, Queen’s Awards & Chippy! 
By the 1980s the focus shifted to 

products to help diabetics take blood 

samples and the new Autopen® 

(pictured), enabling insulin to be 

administered by the patient safely and 

in comfort. New product innovation 

continued for administering drugs and 

testing samples. Their products are 

now used worldwide with divisions in 

the USA, France, Germany, and China. 

They can be purchased on-line through 

their Medical Shop and even on 

Amazon. 1999 saw their first Queen’s 

Award (QA) for Export Achievement, a second in 2007 for 

innovations with injection pen needles specifically, Unifine® 

Pentips® Plus. Two more QAs came in 2008 for the innovative 

Unistik® with its Comfort Zone Technology® and its 

expansion into home use. A QA for Enterprise International 

followed. In 1992 their second site in Chipping Norton 

opened. Development and expansion has continued, always 

following the mantra of innovation with the highest standards. 

INSIDE OUR WORKING TOWN

                               A visit to  
Chipping Norton has always been a working town – with businesses that often become an 

important part of the community. News Team’s Sue Hadland tells us what she found out about 
Chippy’s largest employer.

Connecting with our local community 
I met Emma Willoughby, the HR manager and Beth Coombes, 

ex Chippy School, who completed her apprenticeship and is 

now their Apprentice Ambassador. It feels a very happy 

workplace with Associates working in a comfortable, friendly 

and inspiring place. Twice a week, large baskets of fruit are 

delivered; hot and cold drinks are free. Everyone is 

encouraged to make a difference to the local community – 

they recently planted a new hedge at the cemetery, went on 

a litter picking mission and through The Wychwood Project 

help with local biodiversity and water projects. The Company 

sponsors the Literary Festival, the new Chipping Norton Park 

Run, Theatre Gallery, and the WOBA Innovation Award. They 

sponsor the local rugby and football teams and Chipping 

Norton School has received a laser-cutter machine for its 

design department.  

Investing in young people 
Neil Prentice, their Learning and Development Officer, 

described work experience and youth initiatives. They 

welcome work experience students, working with schools in 

Chipping Norton and Woodstock. In ten years, 30 apprentices 

have worked in both operations and the wider business. A 

scholarship programme sponsors a local university student – 

funding half their tuition fees, up to £2000 for study materials 

and a laptop and IT support. In return the graduating student 

works in the company for at least two years. Chippy School’s 

Joseph Jaffé joins later this year after completing university 

with their scholarship. Neil is always happy to receive visits 

from prospective students and apprentices and their parents, 

and would like to see even more take-up of these great 

opportunities. Finally I met Les Jones who looks after the 

apprentices, and Meg Denham and Mark Harvey – in their 

second and third apprenticeships years. Meg was a finalist in 

the Southern engineering apprentice of the year, quite an 

achievement. College is one day a week with the rest of their 

time on practical experience. They both said how pleased they 

were with their career decisions and how happy they were 

within the company. Both came straight from Chipping 

Norton School and have never regretted it. 

Sue would like to thank everyone at Owen Mumford for giving up 
their time to welcome and talk to her. Thanks also to PR agency            
JJ Marketing for arranging the meeting.  

Apprentice Mark Harvey pictured at work
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Martin Sanders is a wood 

turner living here in town. 

He describes the drama of 

seeing a piece emerge as he 

turns the wood: the more he 

ventures into the wood the 

more it reveals itself and 

that’s true of many other art 

forms which develop during 

the creation process. Sites 

442, 441  

Carol Harvey’s inspiration 

has always come from nature, 

from the first time she sat on 

a log sketching wildflowers as 

a young girl in Canada, to the 

pastels and prints she creates 

,now inspired by the English 

countryside. Dynamic colours 

and light are the elements 

that catch her eye. Her 

paintings usually consist of 

analogous colour schemes, 

which often occur in nature, 

or complementary com-

binations. She sums up the 

Exhibition’s theme beautifully:  

‘The wonderful thing about a 

walk in the woods is that it is 

universal, it bonds humans 

worldwide’. Sites 442, 446  

Lucy Sylvester is a jeweller, 

collecting woodland finds as the 

basis of her beautifully crafted 

designs in precious metals. 

These are created by casting 

into intricate moulds directly 

from her finds so that no detail 

is lost. For Game of Thrones 

addicts, a Hawkmoth ring worn 

by the character Sansa Stark 

was made by Lucy.  Site 442  

Caroline Nixon, a doctor for many 

years, now uses traditional natural 

plant dyes, many of which are grown in 

her own specially planted dye-garden, 

in order to create beautiful textiles. 

Because the dyes are all from flowers 

and foliage they can be affected by 

changes in the climate or the water 

source, thus changing the outcome of 

her work, so every piece she creates is 

truly unique. The process is non-

polluting and respectful of the 

environment, the antithesis of today’s 

‘throwaway’ society. Sites 442, 448 
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eeks participants

Rosemary Atkins, 
a retired Art teacher, 

is now a printmaker 

who finds lino 

cutting to be a style 

of art that she loves 

best, with its sharp 

lines, gaunt shapes 

and textures lending 

themselves to this 

medium; trees are 

one of her favourite 

themes. Site 442, 445  

Andrew Wildman 

is a professional 

artist who has spent 

many years working 

to prescribed briefs 

drawing for TV, 

comics and games. 

In his spare time he 

finds the freedom 

and pure joy of 

drawing landscapes 

and trees. Site 442  

Lesley Wildman is a 

graduate of the Royal College 

of Art.  Her previous works 

have been glass and painting.  

This year she will be exhibiting 

her new ‘Fibre Painting’ in 

which she works with wools, 

linens and cottons in evocative, 

variegated colours and 

textures to create landscapes 

and seascapes.  The innovative 

technique of layering gives an 

effect of painting with fabrics. 

Sites 442, 443  

Laura Murphy is a ceramicist 

working in parian clay which has a 

translucent quality offering her 

designs of hand painted trees, 

petals and leaves the perfect 

background. Her finds on 

woodland walks enable her to 

start the process of creating these 

designs, working digitally and 

making handmade templates 

before working on the ceramic 

piece. Site 442  
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Artweeks 18 – 27 May 
North Oxfordshire Artweeks There are seven sites within 

Chipping Norton itself. The 
Oxfordshire Craft Guild is 

located in the Town Hall, site 444, 

exhibiting a mixture of art created 

by its members & friends:  13 

different artists / craftspeople 

including Jewellers, Glass Artists, 

Textile Artists and Ceramic Artists 

– some new to the Town. 

Chipping Norton Arts (CNarts) are located in The Theatre 

Gallery, site 442 and at other sites – see centre page feature. 

The People’s Gallery at the Health Centre offers an 

extravaganza of colour, texture and style: painting, sculpture 

and mixed media and more by eight professional artists. Site 

440 

There are many more sites to visit in lovely locations 

nearby, all listed in the Festival Guide and Art Directory 

available in the Library in Goddard’s Lane and elsewhere. 

Further details at www.artweeks.org. Here just is a taster of 

what there is to see locally: 

A r t @ G r e a t  
Rollright in the 

Great Rollright 

Village Hall 

Ceramics, Glass, 

Jewellery, Painting, 

Paper, Photography, 

Sculpture, Textiles 

A talented group 

of 14 diverse 

artists demonstrate a variety of unique art, with cake and 

views! Site 451.  

Pam Franklin and Ella Clocksin, two painters at Potato 

Town, Swerford. Contemporary thoughtful paintings in a 

studio surrounded by a yard and cottage garden. 

www.potatotown.co.uk, site 453.  

‘Bring Me Sunshine’ a site for two 

artists, Pauline Nolan and Wendy Todd 

exhibiting at Garden Studio, Hastings 

Hill, Churchill, site 438. Pauline’s 

vibrant acrylic artwork and Wendy’s 

embellished textile creations offer 

visitors a feast of colour and a very 

warm welcome to explore the idyllic 

cottage garden setting. 

 www.blendsandfriends.com 

Charlbury has 13 venues, sites 407 – 419. Further details at 

www.artweeks.org. 

Artweeks in Chadlington will be lively as usual, with many 

varied art forms to enjoy. Fifteen artists will be exhibiting in 

the village, all within easy walking distance from each other, 

sites 421 – 435. Refreshments are available at Café de la Post 

and the Tite Inn. 

The North Cotswold Arts Association is taking part  in 

Artweeks for the first time. Warwick Hall, Burford, site 329. 

An inspiring range of arts, crafts and cards priced to suit all 

pockets. Phone Frances on 644425 for details.  

Other Exhibitions & Lectures 
The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock  
Matisse Drawing with Scissors, late 

works 1950-1954. French painter, 

sculptor and designer, Henri Matisse. 

Featuring 35 lithographic prints of the 

famous cut outs, produced in the last 

four years of his life and includes 

many of his iconic images such as The 
Snail and Blue Nudes. Free entry. 

Saturday 4 May to Sunday 2 June. Call 

01993 814106 or Google Oxford-

shire Museum for opening times. 

On Wednesday 8 May The Arts Society’s lecture is Art UK: 
Uncovering the Nation’s Hidden Oil Painting Collection by Mary 

Rose Rivett-Carnac. Art UK was set up to catalogue every oil 

painting in public ownership in the UK. This project involved 

visiting 3,000 collections across the country and 

photographing over 212,000 paintings. The lecture offers an 

insider’s view of the project and describes the detective work 

involved, some unusual collections visited and intriguing 

paintings uncovered. It will include several paintings of local 

interest. 11am Warwick Hall Burford OX18 4RZ. Non-

members are welcome (suggested donation £10). For more 

information see www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk  

Ian Seymour Wells 
Retrospective Exhibition at 

The Gallery, The Theatre, 30 May 

to 24 June. Ian was a 

professional artist and a 

member of the Royal Academy 

who sadly passed away last 

month. He lived here in Spring 

Street and was often seen 

sketching in the cafés around 

Chippy. A selection of his 

sketches will be included in this 

exhibition. Some of his work will 

also be in Into The Woods, site 442, during Artweeks. More 

about this accomplished artist will be featured in next 

month’s Arts pages. 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Beautiful Books 
Excellent coffee 

& cake
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The Fibre Festival 
10am-4pm Saturday           
1 June Taking place along 

the length of Middle Row 

there will be sheep, lambs, 

stalls and demonstrations 

as well as free children’s 

activities. Textiles artist 

Anne Kelly is the guest of 

honour this year, running 

a folk art workshop in the 

morning in the studio 

above Fibreworks and a 

meet the artist/book 

signing for her new book, 

Textile Folk Art, in the 

afternoon. Outside you 

can meet local Home Farm sheep from their flock of 

Wensleydales, Herdwicks and more, some with their lambs, as 

well as handle and buy their beautiful yarns, which include 

rare black Wensleydale. HeyJay Hand-Dyed Yarns Spinning and 

local handspun yarns, The Woolly Wildwood (knitted animals 

and gifts) and Linda Whaley (knitwear designer for children 

and babies selling patterns and kits) will also all be there to 

talk all things wool. A Sit & Knit space and a children's 

pompom making activity hosted by Ticketty Shake will occupy 

visitors as well as lots of activity in Fibreworks shop itself.  

Musical Theatre 
CHAOS: My Fair Lady 
16-18 May at The Theatre ...Wouldn’t it be Loverly???? Tickets ... 
With a Little Bit of Luck ... from the Theatre Box Office 642350. 

Voices Across Time: The Clockwinder’s Tale 
Based in Adderbury, 

VaT was formed in 

2016 and promotes 

community theatre 

that combines music 

and storytelling. A 
Clockwinder’s Tale 

was commissioned by 

the Friends of St 

Mary’s Adderbury and 

will be performed at 

the Church, on Friday 

17 May and Saturday 

18 May at 7.30pm. A 

Saturday matinée will 

be a relaxed perform-

ance.  

Joseph Cummings, Musical Director & Co-writer 

comments, ‘A Clockwinder's Tale is VaT’s first site-specific 

musical where we have taken elements of Adderbury and St 

Mary’s history and woven them into a mystery! It will be 

rather magical for the cast and creatives to rehearse and 

perform amongst the gargoyles, chimes and ghosts of the 

building itself.’ Tickets: boxoffice@voicesacrosstime.com or 

call 07532 446665. Call 01295 811059 to reserve tickets. £12 

Adult Ticket, £25 Family Ticket (2 adults + children). More 

details at www.voicesacrosstime.com  

Concerts & Music 
107th Chipping Norton Music Festival  
With over 900 

participants, 263 pairs of 

hands played the piano, 

14 days of classes, 8 

professional adjudicat-

ors, 4 concerts and 3 

venues this year's Chip-

ping Norton Music 

Festival was an even 

bigger success than had 

been hoped for. The 

culmination of the two 

weeks was the Festival 

Concert where some of the best in the various classes,  

performed at the Town Hall. Awards and trophies were 

presented (see below). Chair, Sarah Cobb said, ‘The Festival 

has been a fantastic  celebration of local talent with 

performers of all ages and grades. It was pleasing to see large 

and supportive audiences.  We were also delighted to 

welcome visitors to show how this corner of the Cotswolds 

is promoting confidence through performance’. 

The Festival takes enormous effort from volunteers, local 

businesses, parents and teachers. To all of these and our 

audiences, a huge thank you. The 2020 Festival is 6-21 March. 

Richard Wood 

Award winners pictured above were as follows: 
President's Cup: Emily Chambers (Double Bass) 

Wychwood Trophy:  Alex & Philip Mitroi (Piano) 

Festival Cup: Sebastian Foxwell (Piano) 

William Bailey Folk Award: Fiddles & Feet 

Chipping Norton & Stow Methodist Circuit Bicentenary 

Award: Daisy Bartlett (Musical Theatre) 

Adjudicator's Choice for Speech & Drama (The Theatre): Flo Schad 

Youth Jazz Band Challenge: Oxfordshire Youth Big Band 

Kingham Singers Centenary Concert 7.30pm 11 May 

Kingham Primary School. Tickets: Kingham Stores or call 658647. 

CRAG Sunday Tea Concert: Baroque flute and recorder 

player Rachel Beckett, accompanied by the harpsichord player 

Alastair Ross. 3pm Sunday 12 May at Charlbury Memorial Hall 

(rescheduled from March). Further information on  

www.charlbury.info/community/88/ 

Bledington Music Festival 4-7 June 7.30 Bledington 

Church. Details www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk Tickets 

from Jaffé & Neale. 

Burford Festival 
Finale Concert  

Mozart: Overture to 
the Marriage of Figaro, 

Bob Chilcott: Dances 
of Time, Shostakovich: 

Piano Concerto no 2, Alexander l’Estrange: Songs of a Rainbow 
Nation, Beethoven: Choral Fantasia ~ Burford Singers, 

Shostakovich Piano Concerto ~ Cotswold Chamber 

Orchestra  Conductor: Brian Kay 7.30pm 16 June St John’s 

Church, Burford. See www.burfordfestival.org. 

Dean and Chadlington Music Festival 18-21 July. 

Programme now being released. Details in the June News or 

keep up with events on www.chadlingtonfestival.org.uk.  
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SPORTS NEWS

Shane Cooper, David Leighfield & Martin Shepherd (pictured 

below) bring the title back to Chipping Norton for the first 

time since 2015. They comprehensively defeated last year’s 

winners from Oxford City & County. The Singles match for 

the Brian M Standen Trophy was an all Chippy affair with 

Martin Shepherd hoping to repeat his 2016 win over David 

Leighfield to make it five wins since 2011. As expected, this 

was a very high quality match eventually won 21 – 15 by 

David. The Over 60’s Finals both involved Chippy’s John Cox 

in disappointing defeats: firstly in the Singles and then with 

partner John Benfield in the Pairs which saw fellow Chippy 

Club members Percy Hickman & John Hurren victorious. 

Chipping Norton Town Football 
March started off with heavy defeats to Hook Norton and 

Wooton 5-2 and 4-1 respectively though as the season drew 

to a close Chippy finally found a bit of form which saw them 

battle to a 0-1 victory away to Bourton Rovers on the 23rd - 

Jack Knight with the only goal. They followed that up on the 

30th with a hard fought 4-3 win over Tower Hill. Yusif 

Bowls Competition Finals 
Club: Chipping Norton 

Bowls Club’s Indoor 

season recently 

culminated in Comp-

etition Finals. After many 

tightly fought games over 

six months, the best 

players came through – 

congratulations to the 

following: Men’s Singles 

Champion (for the 12th 

time) – Martin Shepherd, 

who beat David Stanfield 

21-16; Ladies’ Singles Champion – 

Roberta Jarvie, who beat Julie 

Singer 21-12; Men’s Pairs winners – 

Martin Acock & John Benfield who 

beat Richard Marrow & David 

Stanfield 24-18; Ladies’ Pairs 

winners – Lynne Marrow & Shirley 

Crick, who beat Bev Timms & 

Noreen Biddlecombe 22-16; Mixed 

Pairs winners – Martin Acock & 

Sheila Wright, who beat John 

Hurren & Sue Field 21-10; Triples 

winners – Richard Barnett, John 

Hurren & Alex Shepherd, who beat David Stanfield, Carole 

Thornhill & Tony Backer-Holst 17-14; Rinks winners – Jenny 

Funning, Carole Thornhill, Bill Stewart and David Stanfield, 

who beat Paul Demcezk, Robin Cox, Shirley Crick & Paul 

Robbins 23-7 and the Never Won trophy winner – Rob 

Funning, who beat Mike Boobyer 21-20. League and Cup 

trophies will be presented at the annual dinner on 19 April. 

REMINDER: Outdoor Section OPEN DAY Saturday 4 May 

from 1pm. For details call  Val Harris 658201 or Roberta Jarvie 

643556 

County: Chipping Norton won three out of six Finals in the 

Oxfordshire Indoor Bowling Association Championships. The 

Rinks Competition for the BBC Radio Oxford Trophy, the 

most prestigious of the six contests, saw Orren Bennett, 

Men’s Singles Champion: Martin 
Shepherd with runner up David Stanfield 

Ladies’ Singles Champion 
Roberta Jarvie



25

their families are great people who care about each other. 

Win, lose or draw, everyone turned up at training with a smile 

on their face and an attitude to be their best and learn.’  

Martyn Walsh  

4 Shires Swimming Club 
A busy time of year for 

our stronger swimmers 

as they headed to Luton 

to gain experience of a 

50m pool, before the 

Regionals later in the 

spring. Five of our 

strongest swimmers 

attended with Emma 

Andrews being named 

Swimmer of the Meet. 

Around 10 went to Aylesbury where Imogen Lawrence 

(pictured) was also named Swimmer of the Meet. She swam 4 

events, all with PBs, 2 of those were 50m events for which 

they then had finals. She won the 50 back final and came 6th in 

50 fly final. She was 3rd in the other 2 races 100IM & 100free 

both with 6secs PBs. Brilliant swimming from both girls. 

On 13 April the Club has a large group heading to 

Gloucester with the younger academy swimmers going to the 

Oxford development meet. Then in May there is the Midland 

Masters for our more mature members. Good luck to all. 

If you are interested in joining a swimming club and aged 

between 8 and 108 we hold trials on the first Saturday of the 

month at Kingham Hill School. Please contact 

membership@4ssc.co.uk for further  information. 

Philippa Upton 

Swimming help for adults 
After a successful pilot 

at Chipping Norton 

Leisure Centre, ‘Swim 

Doctor’ offers pool-

based personal training 

for adult swimmers – a 

bespoke swimming 

programme for each participant, guidance on technique, 

regular progress reviews and goal setting. Adults can also join 

the Learn to Swim Programme for those aiming to improve 

their confidence and there are also classes for adult beginners. 

To sign up for the free taster session or book a swimming lesson 

please call the Leisure Centre on 644412 or email 

ChippingNorton@GLL.ORG or visit www.better.org.uk/lessons. 

Archery for beginners  
Have you ever thought about taking up Archery? Not far from 

Chipping Norton you can find the Windrush Bowmen who 

run six 2-hour sessions for beginners, at North Leigh Football 

Club, with an experienced leader. The next set of courses 

begin in May – so sign up now. The course includes shooting 

technique, how to assemble and string a bow, archery 

etiquette and different types of archery. The Bowmen were 

set up in 1947 by locals with a shared love of archery. Today 

they are both a target and field club shooting all classes of 

bow from the traditional longbow to the most high-tech. 

Experienced archers can sign up as members – with cheap 

rates for children. Details: ask-windrush@googlegroups.com 

Okinade, Mark Corbett, Darren Bridge and Rocky Burton 

with the goals. The final game will determine whether or not 

relegation can be avoided. But it’s pleasing to finish the tail end 

of a tricky season with some semblance of form and with new 

players joining next season the club can look to rebuild. As 

always anyone wanting to get involved either on or off the 

field please contact Dominic Rickard on 07810 307213. 

Dominic Rickard 

Chippy Swifts 
This season marks the end of an incredible journey for Chippy 

Swifts U19. The team will finally disband having been together 

all the way from the U7 age group. It has been an emotional few 

weeks for the players, some of whom have been part of the 

side from the very beginning. Here are some parting reflections: 

Jack, off to Uni said, ‘Don't give up, enjoy your football as you 

never know how good you may become. Being part of a 

community and making friends with a top group of lads means 

everything’. Sam, also off to Uni, said ‘it helped me to practise 

using both feet so it makes it easier to play a number of 

positions. … always put in 100% effort and just enjoy playing. It 

was easy to settle in … to be good mates as well as team-

mates.’ Miles was rather more direct. ‘It is a privilege to wear 

the Swifts’ badge so play like you deserve it. There are three 

essentials in life – Food, Water and Being a Swift!!’ 

Chairman Martyn Clements was full of praise, 

commenting, ‘They played as friends as much as team-mates. 

They have grown into talented players – a decent group of 

lads all round.’ 

Final word goes to Coach Ian Davin. ‘Coaching the U19s 

with Tim Taylor is one of the most rewarding things I have 

ever done. Chippy Swifts has a real family club feel not just 

across the Club but within the individual teams. The lads and 

SPORTS NEWS
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Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
With the main season coming to a close there is a chance to 

reflect on just how much the Club has achieved. The First XV 

took a decisive 53-8 victory, at home, in their final league 

match against Phoenix (pictured), to gain promotion to the 

Berks, Bucks and Oxon Premiership next season. 

The minis and juniors typically finish the season with 

Oxfordshire County Festival competitions and Chippy took 

the Plate final win at the U13 festival (pictured). Outside 

Centre Alex Williamson said, ‘It was a fantastic day for Chippy 

U13 as we were unbeaten. We played as a team and all the 

players and coaches put in so much effort. I love playing for 

Chippy and I am so glad we have had such a successful season. 

If you fancy trying rugby for yourself the Club runs free Touch 

Rugby sessions over the summer 7-8pm on Wednesdays. It is 

completely non-contact, so parents and children can play 

together. Come and try it to keep fit and active. More details 

on the club website http://chippingnorton.rfu.club 

Huge thanks to all players, parents, volunteers, spectators 

and sponsors for making it a season to remember. 

Graeme Williamson 

Chipping Norton Cricket Club 
May sees the Club back in action 

outside with two Saturday league sides, 

but no regular Sunday cricket. Pictured 

is the Division Two Trophy won last year 

by the 1st XI who now play in Division 

One. The 2nd XI will play in Division 

Seven (North). Witney Swifts, Charlbury 

and Stonesfield are local opponents. We 

have only three home fixtures in May, 

starting at 1.30pm. The 1st XI play on 4 

and 18 May; the 2nd XI play on 11 May. 

Graham Beacham 

Youth Section: After a very successful Registration Day the 

U9's and U11's groups are now closed with waiting lists. April 

saw training begin and volunteers to help are still needed. A 

reminder to leave your dogs at home as NO DOGS are 

allowed on the field or club premises. Please contact Sue 

Powell, Youth Coordinator, bloxhamsue@aol.com with any 

questions or offers of help. 

Sport in brief 
Updates on two Former Town Sports Award Winners 

Alice Powell – Motor Racing. Alice has been 

busy recently and her racing ambitions appear 

to be back on track! She appeared on BBC 

South Today News recently, saying she had 

qualified to race in W Series Racing – a new 

single seater motor racing series specifically 

for women which was launched this year and is just two rungs 

away from Formula One. I bumped into her recently and she 

told me that she is off to Germany to compete in the first 

race of the Series on 3 May.  

Jack Taylor – Cricket. Jack continues his 

career, alongside brother Matt, at 

Gloucestershire. Both have contracts up to 

2021. Jack is looking forward to being able to 

bowl again which he feels is a bonus. 

However he thinks his batting is more 

important to the Club and he hopes to score more runs this 

year. Jack is our most successful Town Sports Awards Winner. 

Graham Beacham

SPORTS NEWS
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I thought of calling this column Gardener’s Roundup but since 

that product has been accosed of being carcinogenic, I decided 

it might not be a good idea. Anyway, the intention is to provide 

some highlights of events from the area’s many clubs 

(gardening clubs, horticultural societies etc) – plus a bit of 

gardening advice. Until now keen gardeners in Enstone didn’t 

know what was going on in Charlbury (where, in fact, quite a 

lot goes on) and the diggers and pruners of Hook Norton and 

Chippy may be oblivious to their Stonesfield counterparts. 

Hopefully a column can be a place where readers can look at 

the wide range of activities in our different villages. That might 

even lead to a bit of cross-fertilisation!  

Over the next two months the area’s gardening clubs will 

offer a wide variety of talks, visits and plant sales. Further 

details can be found on the respective websites. 

Plant sales are big in May, so pick up some bargain plants 

grown by your neighbours and boost the income of the 

gardening clubs – in Charlbury (11 May) and Enstone (18 May). 

Interesting talks are always around. North Oxfordshire 

Organic Gardeners (NOOG) will be hearing about the Happy 

Valley Project along Deddington Brook when they take a walk 

in Swerford on 1 May. Chris Day will be talking about Growing 

Under Cover at Stonesfield on 13 May. Hook Norton Garden 

Club is hosting a talk by entomologist Paul Embden on Bees 

and Honey on 17 May.  

A wide choice of summer visits is on offer: you can go 

with Long Compton GC to visit the rococo garden at 

Painswick near Stroud on 9 May (and Burford on 21 June), 

while Chipping Norton Horticultural Society is organising a 

trip to Kew on 15 May; on Tuesday 28 May Charlbury Garden 

Society is holding a self-drive visit to Addington Hall garden; 

NOOG visit Wardington Manor on 5 June to meet the Land 

Gardeners; Hook Norton GC has organised a coach trip to 

the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire on 9 June; 

a visit to The Garden at Miserden (Gloucestershire) has been 

organised by Stonesfield Gardening Club for 18 June and a 

coach outing organised by Charlbury Garden Society on 27 

June will take you to two gardens, The Courts Garden at Holt 

and Abbey House Garden at Malmesbury. And that’s not all – 

at the time of writing several clubs’ visits are not yet 

confirmed, so watch the village and club websites. 

Tips of the month 
• Once the threat of frosts has gone, 

the time has come to harden off 
any cuttings and seedlings you 
have. Ideally this will be done in a 
cold frame (open in the day time, 
closed at night). But if you don’t 
have one, choose a very sheltered 
spot – not so simple in windy 
Chippy. 

• With lilies coming up soon, watch out for those most 
beautifully coloured pests, red lily beetles. One tip: see if they 
tend to appear at the same time of day. Last year mine were 
three o’clock pests. Put your hand or receptacle below the leaf 
when trying to catch them. Their trick is to fall and 
disappear…until tomorrow. 

• And weed, weed, weed... don't wait, weed! 

Every year also sees the publication of new garden-related 

books, ready for the new season. Some inspire, some wear the 

grass thin on well-trodden ground. But you’re likely to learn 

more of practical use by getting together with fellow 

gardeners, working in similar conditions and sharing advice 

and experience. So join one of the clubs! See Clubs section 

for more – and watch out for future gardening news and tips.

GARDENING FEATURE

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

Join a club and 
you could win a 
trophy – this is 

the Adrian 
Sutherland ‘Best 
in Show’ Cup, 
dedicated to 

Enstone’s long-
serving former 

Show Secretary. 
 Photo: Julia 
Boardman

Gardening Column – Springtime 
It’s springtime! Gardening enthusiasts in and around Chipping Norton and local villages are in 

full action. News reader and Enstone gardener Andrew Hornung reports ‘what’s on where’ – and 
has a tip for May! 
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Scouting round and about  
Beavers We have had 

lots of fun with 

science experiments, 

cooking and learning 

about safety in the 

kitchen. We have 

learnt about being a 

Beaver in China and 

tasting Chinese food. 

All our parents were 

invited to a Mother’s 

Day café where the 

Beavers served tea, 

coffee and cake. The Beavers pictured appear to be 

concentrating very hard on cutting their lemons safely! 

Cubs spent an evening learning Cub games from around the 

world. They particularly enjoyed a game from Spain called 

‘bomb’ and ‘Chinese ball’. Two meetings were spent fabric 

painting and gift wrapping shopping bags for Mother’s Day 

presents.  

Scouts have been planting seeds and making a wooden plant 

box. We have invested new scouts, prepared for survival camp 

and raised funds by serving tea and cakes at Chastleton 

House. The Scouts are pictured working hard – they made a 

great team – well done!  

Explorers are very pleased to welcome two new assistant 

leaders – Paul Bates and Luke Roberts – both have lots of 

scouting experience and plan to  work with Peach in the 

autumn as he takes over from Jill who has done an excellent 

job as Explorer Scout leader. Jill and Chris will continue to 

support the unit. This term the Explorers will run every week 

and we have lots of exciting events planned including 

completing the Air Activities badge and attending two camps. 

Ex-scouts, cubs and leaders were very sorry to hear that 

there is a threat to the Memorial Wood off Glyme lane where 

they planted many of the trees almost twenty years ago. We 

feel it would be very sad to lose this natural space close to 

the town centre. 

Horticultural summer awaits .... 
The April meeting of the Chipping Norton Horticultural 

Association was a very successful evening. The return visit of 

speakers Sue and Sue from Stroud on Wild Flowers of the 

Cotswolds was a great hit with members and visiting friends. 

They showed colourful pictures of many wild flowers and 

gave an in-depth account of the myths, legends, herbal 

remedies and stories associated with these flowers. We have 

been delighted to welcome many new friends joining as paid 

up members and though this was the last meeting of the 

winter season we will be returning in October with an 

exciting new programme so look out for reports throughout 

the summer in the News.  In the meantime we are holding our 

summer days out starting in May with a visit to Kew Gardens. 

Details of the other four trips can be found on our website 

www.cnha.uk or by contacting the secretary Eileen Forse 

643275. 

Chippy Folk & Acoustic eclecticism 
Present and correct-ish at April’s meeting were ... in no 

particular order: newbies; oldbies; usual suspects; prodigals; an 

impromptu ‘band’; good listeners; ‘recidivists’; joiners-in ... 

contributing an extraordinary mix from 1950s Dean Martin 

(yes, really…) through to contemporary singer/songwriters 

with a touch of flamenco along the way. Another great, 

eclectic evening. Our next meeting is on 13 May at The 

ArtYard Café, Enstone OX7 4NF – 7.45 for 8pm kick-off. Visit 

www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for further details 

U3A interests 
Our next monthly meeting 

is on 1 May at 2.30pm in 

the Methodist Church in 

Chippy. We will hear from 

one of the team at Great Ormond Street Hospital about the 

work that they do and have done since 1852. We have also 

discovered that they owned a property on West Street in 

Chippy during the Second World War and through to the 

1950s. We hope to incorporate something about this local 

connection. On 5 June, Hattie Bennett will talk on Victorian 

Women Painters and more interesting talks are lined up for 

the rest of 2019. Talks are free to members and £2 for visitors 

– come and see what we are about.  

In addition, we have now nearly 20 special interest groups 

and would love to add more. In particular, we are attempting 

to set up a social cycling group – nothing competitive and no 

time trials! If you want to know more please contact Geoff on 

684549. Please note that to be a member of a group you will 

need to become a member of U3A, but our rates are 

reasonable at only £15 for the year! If you want to know 

more about the U3A / Groups / Meetings visit 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 643117, email 

jtpuni3a@gmail.com, or simply join us in the Methodist 

Church on the first Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm.  

Martin Davies 

Railway Club raids the archive 
We had an audience of over 50 for our April meeting, to 

welcome speaker Frank Banfield with his 1950s heritage films. 

These popular archive films are an escape into the past to 

watch the ever popular steam trains. Three worth mentioning, 

are the well-known ‘speeded up’ London to Brighton rail run; 

the famous Royal Scot inaugural trip to Edinburgh and a pre-

war look at steam in Southern Ireland.  

Members and friends please note: the Spring outing to 

the Kent & East Sussex Railway on 19 May will leave Chippy 

at 7.45am. A change of venue for our autumn outing on 

Sunday 8 September – we plan to visit the Battlefield Line in 

Leicestershire. Our last visit was 16 years ago. so we will 

probably see some changes! More details later in the year.  

On 7 May the speaker will be Chris Hone, with his talk 

Along the Ironstone. Mike Fenton returns on 4 June, with a 

new talk, The Chalford Railmotors. New members and 

CLUB NEWS
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Church, Charlbury for tea & cake with lunches on Saturdays 18 

& 25 May alongside the work of outstanding local artists.  

John Dunleavy 

Cancer Research breaks records! 
The North Cotswolds Fundraisers for Cancer Research UK 

has had another record breaking fundraising year under our 

chairperson Gill Begnor with £29.3k raised in this area. Our 

sincere thanks to all who have supported us in our widest 

range of activities yet. These have included a hog roast, haircut, 

dress sale, horse race evening. Hooky alternative Race for Life 

in addition to the ever popular cake sale and Xmas stall. We 

are always delighted to welcome new ideas and helpers. A 

significant proportion of funds come from In Memoriam 

donations which are a sad reminder that despite the great 

advances being made a great deal remains to be done. 

The group has spread its wings and our next event is the 

Cheney Chase on 19 May starting at 3pm from the New Inn 

in Middleton Cheney and finishing there too – when depends 

on you! It will be a family event with a 2.5 mile pushchair and 

dog friendly course around the village. Details from Graham 

Raven (07771 561195 or g.raven@sky.com) who will also be 

happy tell you how you can help us if you are interested. 

Graham Raven 

Woodland bluebells with NOOG 
We will welcome in May 

at our next meeting – in 

Swerford on Wednesday 1 

May – when we’ll take a 

walk through the farm of 

two of our members to 

their woodland, where 

bluebells should be in 

bloom. We’ll also see their 

newly dug lakes and hear 

about the DEFRA-funded Happy Valley Project which involves 

26 farms along Deddington Brook. 

On Wednesday 5 June, we visit Wardington Manor, north 

of Banbury. Bridget Elworthy and Henrietta Courtauld, under 

the name of The Land Gardeners, run an organic cut flower 

farm, garden design business and courses from this walled 

garden. 

Do join us (members £1, visitors £3). Meetings start at 

7pm and shared transport can be arranged. For enquiries 

about N Oxon Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean 

tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

Letter writing at Chippy Amnesty 
At our April meeting members will write to authorities 

responsible for imprisoning people who have spoken out 

against regimes or are imprisoned for trying to escape danger. 

Here are just two such cases:  

Human rights defender and poet Ahmed Mansoor had his 

conviction and 10-year prison sentence upheld by the Federal 

Supreme Court, UAE on 31 December. Amnesty considers 

him to be a prisoner of conscience. We will write to the 

President of the United Arab Emirates and to their Embassy 

in London. 

Having received death threats from drug traffickers at their 

home in Brazil, Valquiria and her nine-year-old son Abel 
fled and asked for protection at the US-Mexican border. 

visitors are always welcomed at our meetings. We offer good 

speakers, plus lots of chat and a cup of tea/coffee in the 

interval. So please do come along and join us on the first 

Tuesday of the month in the Town Hall at 7.30pm.  

Estelle Brain 641586 

WOWI celebration & inspiration 
March was an exciting 

month. Oxfordshire 

Federation had its 

Centenary AGM at the 

Kassam Conference Centre 

– beginning with a 

spectacular parade of WI 

banners followed by talks 

by Emma Bridgewater and 

the inspiring Helen 

Sharman, the first British 

astronaut. WOWI also held its own AGM where President 

Betty Griffiths was re-elected. The evening concluded with 

cheese, wine and chat! Our craft group had made origami 

flowers to display on the tables (pictured). The walking group 

had a very successful Saturday walk followed by lunch at the 

Blue Boar at which non-walking members joined them. We 

welcome Gee Purdy to our April meeting. She will describe 

the preparation and execution of her incredible feat of rowing 

the Atlantic with three other women. 

WOWI members hope to meet many locals at the June 

Town Festival. Look out for our stall Handbags & Gladrags 

and see if you can spot a bargain. We continue with our 

Cuppa, Cake & Chat on the first Sunday of the month at the 

Methodist Church. Note the new time of 2.30-4pm. The next 

is Sunday 5 May. The WOWI hosts and some of their guests 

(younger and older!) are pictured at April’s session. For more 

details phone Betty 07717 552222 or Celia 07887 852645. 

Hilary Dix 646228 

CRAG collects more than money!  
Charlbury Refugee Action Group is ever grateful for the 

generosity of local people who donate money and buy tickets 

to our concerts and other events. However we also collect 

suitable clothing and other essential items for refugees and 

asylum seekers required by the organisation Care4Calais visit 

bit.ly/2U87voL to see what they need. If you can donate any 

of these items please email charlburyrefugee@gmail.com to 

arrange delivery to us. For further information about CRAG 

visit https://www.facebook.com/charlburyrefugee/ or 

http://www.charlbury.info/community/crag 

We will also welcome you at our Artweeks café in St Mary’s 

CLUB NEWS
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Valquiria was separated from her son at the border by the US 

border authorities and even now, eleven months on, Abel still 

remains separated from his mother without any explanation. 

We will be writing to authorities in El Paso, Texas, USA and 

the American Embassy in London.   

Next meeting 7.30pm Thursday 9 May in the Lower Town Hall. 

All welcome; no fee. For details call Val on 645036 

Kaye Freeman 

Investment Club goes online 
The Wychwood Investment Club with members from 

Chipping Norton and other villages is going virtual. Discussing 

investments at a monthly dinner only enabled trading 10 

times a year which just wasn’t working. So now the Club will 

be open to all who actively trade their own portfolios with 

research and trading between less frequent face to face 

meetings. It is all about sharing knowledge and expertise 

online and being more responsive. Anyone interested should 

call Paul Jackson 01993 831967.  

Green Gym at the Solar Farm 
In the past month we 

have worked on five 

sites: four in Chippy 

and one further afield. 

The Southill Solar Farm 

is just beyond 

Charlbury and was set 

up as a community 

project. We go there 

every so often to pull 

up ragwort and thistles 

so that they don’t 

spread to the part of 

the site that is dedicated to more desirable wild flowers and 

birds such as skylarks. We even saw two hares! In Chippy we 

have worked at the William Fowler Wood (beyond the 

allotments), Fitzalan Wood (near Travis Perkins), the 

Community Orchard (beyond the New St playground) and 

the Health Centre. 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts from Chippy may be available to outlying 

sites and there is no joining fee. More information on our 

website www.chippygreengym.org or email me at 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

National Trust supporters’ summer 
Membership of the North Cotswold Association of The 

National Trust is open to all National Trust members and to 

volunteers at any of its properties. Members enjoy talks, 

outings, events and fundraising. Any surplus funds raised goes 

to assist local NT properties in conservation, improving our 

heritage and looking after the environment. On 16 May there 

is a Lunch with Speaker and Summer Outings are on 9 May to 

Ludlow and Barrington Hall, 12 June to Montesfont Abbey 

Gardens, 11 July to The Vyne at Basingstoke & 14 August a visit 

to Dyffryn House and Gardens. Meetings re-start 17 October 

details TBC. To join, call our Membership Secretary on 01386 

593085, or for more information call 659215 or 658157 or 

visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ncotswoldassoc 

CNAAG targets the moon 
An almost clear sky at the end of March at Daylesford 

Organics brought CN Amateur Astronomy Group's 

Winter/early Spring series of 18 astronomical outreach 

events to a successful close. It has been one of the busiest and 

successful times for CNAAG and a measure of the 

enthusiasm of its members. Our AGM in March showed us to 

be in a healthy state with a new website coming soon. 

Early risers will be rewarded on 22 May, following 

Moonrise at just after midnight, as Jupiter and Saturn will rise 

in the South East with the Moon set between these two gas 

giant planets. This reminds us that 50 years ago on 20 July 

1969, the Apollo 11 lunar landing craft touched down on the 

'magnificent desolation' of the Sea Of Tranquility. CNAAG is 

part of a grand celebration on 20 July at the Rollright Stones. 

The Rollright Trust and the Stratford Festival Orchestra 

present Moon Stones – an evening of space-related music 

with a 70-piece orchestra and choir, bar and facilities plus 

ample car parking courtesy of Haines Farmers. Running from 

6.30pm the concert starts at 8pm – bring a picnic and 

something to sit on. CNAAG astronomers will be setting up 

to view Jupiter and Saturn and the magnificent Moon rising, 

weather permitting – a unique event not to be missed. Tickets 

from the Theatre Box Office (642350) or via 

chippingnnortontheatre.com. 

Our next meeting is on Monday the 20 May, 7.30 for an 

8pm start – details www. cnaag.com All are welcome 

Robin Smitten    

Delights at CN Flower Club 
The March meeting 

was a workshop, 

where members had 

fun producing a 

variety of Spring 

arrangements using 

a small bunch of 

flowers and green-

ery from the garden. 

On 23 May we are 

looking forward to a 

demonstration by 

Stephanie Cornell entitled Contained Delights. For more 

information about Chipping Norton Flower Club, please call 

Ann on 683289 or email Elaine on snips59@iCloud.com. We 

meet in the Town Hall and the doors open at 7pm for a 7.30 

start. Visitors always welcome at £4 per visit. 

CNAAG astronomers say hello outside Jaffé & Neale Bookshop 
in January'
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Ramblers explore Chadlington 
On Sunday 7 April, 11 ramblers, including two new to the 

monthly walk, assembled as usual at 2pm in New Street Car 

Park. We set off for Chadlington, to walk from Lower Court 

Farm towards Pudlicote and then left along the river 

Evenlode. We followed a stretch of the Oxfordshire Way and 

then turned left again to walk back through the village. Spring 

had sprung everywhere. There were wood anemones and 

bluebells in the spinney and some unusual grape hyacinths on 

the village green, all well advanced for early April. We thought 

there must be a fishing competition at the lake because every 

stand was taken, with the anglers surrounded by much 

technical-looking equipment, concentrating hard. Two hours 

after we’d set off, we arrived back at the farm, just beating the 

storm clouds. The Ramblers walk, on the first Sunday of the 

month, never fails to be sociable and enjoyable. If you are 

interested in joining us, please contact Heather Leonard 

(643691 or rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or Jenny 

Harrington jennyharrington@btinternet.com 
Wendy Murphy 

Chipping Norton Lions Club 
Thank you to all who came for our 

Defibrillators Awareness evening and 

those who brought tickets for our 

Easter Baskets – we hope they were 

enjoyed by the winners. 

Our Quiz is now out and with a 30 

September closing date – 100 questions 

with sections on Chipping Norton, past and 

present, in particular events in the year 1986 when our Club 

was chartered plus some general knowledge questions.  

This is where some of your generous donations go:- 

Three Chipping Norton Midwives needed funds to help to go 

on a teaching field trip to Nepal and in their thank you letter 

to the Lions, they explained that they were able to take some 

equipment out for them, to put their expertise and 

knowledge into the training of the Nepalese women who 

were the first to qualify as midwives. We are lucky in Chipping 

Norton and the UK to have good maternity care so it is good 

to help bring this quality of care to countries that have very 

difficult access.  

Lions are open clubs, groups of people who want to give 

service to their Community and to do this we need like 

minded people, so if you are interested please contact our 

President 641121, Past President 646003 or Secretary 

730263 or visit www.chippingnortonlionsclub.org.uk 

Liz Nason 

Unstoppable Yachtswoman 
Sometimes you come 

across people you know 

you’ll never forget. 

Hannah Stodel, guest 

speaker at CN Yacht 

Club’s last meeting, is 

one. Undaunted by 

having only one arm, her 

sailing career started 

aged four and the 

modest account she 

gave of her life was awe 

inspiring. The youngest 

ever winner of the BT 

Yachting Journalists 

Association Young Sailor 

of the Year award, 

Hannah represented Great Britain at three Summer 

Paralympics and has medals, some gold, to her name. The 

privations and discipline needed to compete at international 

level are extreme, and Hannah learnt much about herself, 

whilst (almost always) maintaining her good humour.  

Her latest venture is the 2020 Vendée Globe non-stop 

solo round-the-world race. Inspired by Ellen MacArthur, she 

hopes to become the first disabled woman to compete. The 

boats, scarily fast 60 footers, lack creature comforts (a loo 

must be installed to satisfy regulations but need not work, as 

this would add a few kilos of deadweight). Hannah has to find 

about £0.5m for a used boat, which will need some clever 

modifications to be workable with just one hand ... We wish 
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you well, with winds fair and gear that holds up, Hannah! 

For details of programme and to book visit cnyc.co.uk 

Roger Backhaus 

RNLI North Cotswold Branch 
Did you know 

that in addition to 

the 422 Lifeboats 

with volunteer 

crews, the RNLI 

provides 1500 

trained Lifeguards 

patrolling 250 

beaches and 8 

flood rescue 

teams? Around 

190 people die in 

the UK and Irish 

waters each year? 

Just some of the 

facts featured on 

our Awareness 

Day, hosted by the 

Co-op. A big 

thank you to 

them plus our supporters, generous donors and helpers from 

the CN Yacht Club. The giant egg was won by a lucky lady 

from Charlbury!  

The RNLI is a charity, independent of the Government so 

fundraising is vital. We hope to see you again at the Town 

Festival and invite you to a fun Duck Race Day at Bourton-

on-the-Water on Saturday 6 July. To volunteer or for more 

information on the Branch, call Stephanie Hornby on 654356. 

Janet & Chris Bramley 

Local MS Society advice on PIP 
The Personal Independence Payment 

payment is designed to support the 

extra costs of living with a disability, 

(it is replacing DLA, Disability Living 

Allowance) for those under 65 years 

old. Over 65 you can claim attendance allowance. You can 

spend PIP on whatever you need. You can claim it if you have 

difficulty in getting around or need help looking after yourself 

because of your MS. Your eligibility depends on what help you 

need. PIP has two parts: a daily living component for help with 

everyday life; and a mobility component for help with getting 

around. (People who are reassessed from DLA to PIP may 

lose their Motability vehicle if they lose higher rate mobility – 

contact Motability to discuss your situation.) You can be 

awarded either, or both, of these parts. How much you get 

depends on daily living or mobility needs. However, claiming 

and obtaining the correct benefit is not always easy. If you are 

eligible, try to keep as much documentary evidence as 

possible about your medical condition, keep a diary of how 

you are affected each day/week and do contact the either the 

local Citizens Advice or the MS Society for up-to-date 

professional advice. 

Visit www.mssociety.org.uk for info about the MS Society or 

contact Peter Branson West Oxfordshire Group Coordinator 

on 645988 or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk 

Peter Branson

RNLI Prize Draw David Hughes Co-op 
Manager with Stephanie Hornby and Janet 

Bramley
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Chipping Norton School 
Year 11 Oxford Spires trip: A group of Year 11 students 

attended an Open Day at Trinity College as part of the 

Oxford University Spires Programme. The day started with an 

introduction to the university and a talk about applications, 

living accommodation and information about appropriate A-

level options. This talk was followed by a Q&A session with 

current students and a tour of the college. To end the day they 

took part in a political debate, a form of learning often 

experienced during university education.  

ChipLitFest author talk: Students from Years 8-10 enjoyed 

a wonderful talk 

by award-winning 

author Patrice 

Lawrence as part 

of this year’s 

Chipping Norton 

Literary Festival 

Schools’ Pro-

gramme.  

The students 

loved hearing 

about her books 

and enjoyed hearing her read passages from her teenage 

diary! We are very grateful to the ChipLitFest committee and 

Mrs Weaver for organizing this brilliant event and of course to 

Patrice for visiting us. 

Sports news: Year 10 GSCE PE students went on a climbing 

residential visit 

to Mid Wales. 

They were a 

real credit to 

themselves and 

to the School 

throughout the 

entire week of 

the visit and 

many of them 

enjoyed the 

experience of 

climbing for 

the first time. 

AJ Fuller (Year 10) competed in the last four of the 

national boxing championships in his category. After an 

outstanding win in the semi-final, he narrowly lost out in the 

final to finish National runner-up — an incredible 

achievement!  

Ski Trip 2019: 29 budding skiers travelled to Zell Am See to 

enjoy six days of skiing. By the end of the week all were much 

improved and able to attempt a wide variety of ski runs. They 

also enjoyed evening activities including a hotly contested ice 

hockey game and an impressive night ski show. 

LAMDA news: Forty of our hardworking LAMDA Club 

students sat their exams this term and 2 groups of students 

from the LAMDA Club presented their plays at the Chipping 

Norton Music Festival. It was the first time that we have taken 

part in the Festival, and it was a lovely opportunity for our 

students to perform and develop their impressive drama 

skills. Our students were outstanding and very confident; both 

groups achieved a Distinction. 

Sixth Form news: CNS Physics students visited the 

Rutherford Appleton Laboratory. The trip was aimed at giving 

sixth formers a 

deeper under-

standing of the  

section of 

their A-Level 

course dealing 

with particle 

physics. They 

enjoyed a 

series of lectures from leading university professors and Large 

Hadron Collider particle physicists. This was interspersed 

with workshops – one of which saw Ben Nottingham 

discover the Higgs boson, or at least see the particle 

interaction that provided evidence for its existence! The main 

highlight of the day was a tour of the Diamond Light Source. 

As the synchrotron was switched off, students were able to 

explore the entire site, seeing many powerful magnets and X-

Ray beam chambers.  

CNPS news: Pupils from our partnership schools were 

invited to attend a Microorganisms and Disease workshop. 

The pupils were asked to think about what objects they had 

come into contact with throughout their day and Dr Hagan, 

Mrs Heath and Science Interns Miss Bennet and Miss Fenner 

helped our young Scientists to collect germs from their shoes, 

the desk, the computer keyboard, almost anywhere in the 

classroom. These are currently being grown and the results 

will be shared with pupils at a later date. Mrs Heath showed 

everyone how to use microscopes and they looked at very 

mouldy furry chocolate brownies!  

During the two Schoolympics festivals we welcomed over 

450 pupils to our school. The festivals are led by Year 12 

Sports Leaders, who throughout the term, devised a complete 

programme of activities for the pupils.  
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St Mary’s Primary  
Science Day Year 5 visited Tudor Hall School for a science 

day and did lots of 

activities. They visited the 

space dome, a large 

inflatable semi-circle with 

a projector which showed 

all the stars and planets. 

Then there was the gas 

encounter about different 

gases: nitrogen, oxygen 

and helium. They dipped a 

balloon into liquid 

nitrogen – it shrivelled up but when they took it out, it blew 

back up again. Then the children had to use different objects 

to slow down a marble as it rolled down a wooden plank. The 

chemistry was fun too – they were given test tubes and 

poured in different liquids to create a rainbow in a tube. Last 

of all, the children had an animal encounter: they petted a frog, 

a snake, a large African snail and stick insects.  

Friends of St Mary’s Three groups of children went to the 

Co-op in Chipping Norton one Friday to help shoppers by 

packing their groceries. In return, generous shoppers filled 

their collection buckets and chatted to the children about 

their fundraising. The event was organised by the Friends of St 

Mary’s in collaboration with the Co-op which already supports 

the School. We are very grateful to both. The bag pack raised 

£330 to help buy a high-vis jacket for each child in the School 

to promote safety on school trips. Mrs Stallwood-Barnes 

would like to thank the public for their generosity. 

Year 1 Dance Year 1 children took part in a Partnership 

dance session with the Year 12 Sports Leaders. This was linked 

to the story Commotion in the Ocean. The children pretended 

to be different sea creatures to make a dance of their own.  

Ecobricks Marnie Richards from the Midcounties Co-

operative came into school with Cal Major, founder of Paddle 

Against Plastic, to see Year 3 and 4. Cal showed the 

devastation of waste and how best to recycle to help the 

environment. The children then used 2 litre plastic bottles to 

make Ecobricks using waste soft plastic. These bricks will be 

used at Fairytale Farm to make a garden bench and turkey 

shed. 11 students visited the local Co-operative store to 

make more Ecobricks and deposit plastic bottles into the 

recycle machine.  

Roots to Food The School was excited to welcome Darren 

Tinkler of Roots to Food. After talking about the importance 

of eating a good breakfast and how different food groups help 

the body and asking who cleaned their teeth twice a day it 

was time for cooking! Two teams (Red & Green), each with a 

head chef and four children were given fresh ingredients to be 

cooked in 15 minutes!! Green team prepared Indian themed 

dishes whilst the Reds had Italian. With the clock ticking, both 

teams busied themselves, encouraged by the audience. 15 

minutes later – time to plate up and for the judges to decide. 

Well done both teams for their tasty dishes. 

The Town Nursery School  
We have been doing some work on the paved area in the field; 

the old house was so rotten we had to take it down. Having 

done this we discovered we have had to pave under where it 

stood before we could get a new one. Poem, Ernie and Joel 

were on hand to help, digging and moving sand, using the spirit 

level and giving instructions. Then on a Thursday afternoon we 

took a walk up to the garden centre to buy a new house. We 

had to choose the size and animal on the door, Oscar picked 

an elephant. While waiting for the house to arrive we have 

been walking along elevated planks and the sand pit,  
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jumping off the end and trying to land in the shape we drew 

on the floor. Herbie, Holly and Mila were very good and spent 

a long time there going round and round. Florence has been 

asking if we are going to have a campfire, so we spent three 

days collecting sticks and stones to build the fire. We had one 

campfire in the woods, one in the middle of the field and one 

in the hut area, feasting on biscuits, hot chocolate and toasted 

marshmallows – George and Oscar’s request! 
Holy Trinity Primary  
Comic Relief Red Nose Day What a fun day! Children and 

staff all dressed in red and the Junior Leadership Team 

organised a cake sale, which was a tremendous success. We 

raised a magnificent £345.15 to send to Comic Relief. 

St Patrick’s Day Assembly St Patrick’s class invited their 

parents to a thought-provoking assembly to celebrate St 

Patrick’s Day. They performed a play depicting his life and 

explained the customs associated with the Day. 

Resurrection Rock Year 3 & 4 children performed their 

Easter production of Resurrection Rock -– a beautiful re-telling 

of the Easter story which the children performed 

magnificently.  

CNMF Speech & Language Year 1 thoroughly enjoyed 

performing at the Music Festival. They presented two poems: 

Daddy Fell into the Pond by Alfred Noyse and Magic Shoes by 

Brian Moses, achieving distinction and commended grades.  

CNMF Music Workshop Year 5 enjoyed participating in the 

Music Festival with all the other Year 5s from the Partnership, 

singing songs from Joseph. They had a wonderful evening. 

Cross Country Four Year 4 boys represented the School in 

the Cross Country event at the School Games at Tilsey Park 

in Abingdon. The boys had qualified for this back in the 

Autumn term. The weather was not kind – very wet and cold 

– typical for Cross Country. The boys did amazingly well, with 

Oliver coming in 21st followed closely by Isaac 29th, Joseph and 

Daniel followed very closely behind and their positions added 

together, gave a total point score of 189. The boys were 

amazing, very wet and cold but did not mind at all, they were 

buzzing by the whole experience and said they enjoyed it! 

Isaac commented, ‘At the start, we stocked up on jelly 

babies and dolly mixtures to keep us going’. Daniel said, ‘It was 

harder than I’d expected, it was a challenge but I had fun!’ 

Joseph thought it had been hard running in the woods where 

it was slippery but easier on the grass and pavements. In 

contrast, Oliver said, ‘there was a bit in the woods which was 

really muddy, I LOVED IT!’ 

Mothering Sunday Assembly Reception held a Mothering 

Sunday Assembly where they shared why their mums were so 

special and then gave each a daffodil, a Mother’s Day card and 

a portrait of themselves. We are sure these will be displayed 

in family homes for years to come. This was followed by tea, 

school-baked heart biscuits and strawberries donated by 

Marks and Spencer’s. An enjoyable time was had by all. 

Salvation Army recycling scheme Thanks to all who sent 

in clothes for Recycle with Michael. The Junior Leadership 

Team loaded up their van with over 100 bags of recycling.  

Schoolympics Years 2 & 3 took part in the Schoolympics 

organised by the Chipping Norton School Leaders, who were 

outstanding, as usual. They all competed in fun games with 

other local schools and several were awarded a special 

certificate and medals. Well done to Germany, who won the 

overall event. 

Dance Festival Our Year One children attended the 

Partnership Dance Festival at the Leisure Centre. They joined 

other Year One Partnership classes and had a fantastic 

afternoon when the sports leaders led a very engaging dance 

session called Commotion in the Ocean. 

Good Shepherd Thanks to the PTA for donating so many 

Easter eggs for our annual Easter Egg Raffle, which meant we 

could send all the donations received from the raffle to the 

Good Shepherd charity.  

PTA School Fete Our PTA will be holding our annual fete 

on Saturday 18 May. Please come along and join in the fun! 
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Great Rollright Primary 
May is a month for adventure here at Great Rollright. For the 

12th year, our Year 6 children are flying north to Vaasa, a town 

1000 miles away on the Baltic Sea, for a four-night 

introduction to life in Finland. Meanwhile Years 3 and 4 are off 

on their first ever overnight trip, spending two nights camping 

in the woods and learning bushcraft in Cornbury Park.  

Residential trips build independence and resilience — so we 

make sure every child has at least two during their time with 

us and our fundraising keeps the costs low for every family.  

In other news:  

Easter: We celeb-

rated Easter in style 

with an Easter Bonnet 

Parade around the 

village (pictured) – as 

well as an Easter Egg 

hunt and a service in 

St Andrew’s Church 

next door.  

Sponsored Read: As 

part of our World 

Book Day 

celebrations, children 

raised money for our library by finding sponsors for reading 

challenges. The pledges are now in, and our dedicated readers 

raised an amazing £1016!  

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see 

all that we have to offer — including a free bus to Chipping 

Norton. Please make an appointment by calling 01608 

737202. 

Chadlington Primary  
It has been another hugely busy term, with the topic ‘We are 

Animators’ gripping the children from reception through to 

Year 6, as they learned about the evolution of animation from 

its pre-computer origins to the highly advanced possibilities 

of the present day. The highlight of the term was a trip to the 

Royal Albert Hall to be part of the premier of the opera Dare 
to Dream on 18 March. Children from the top 2 years had 

combined with children in Syria, Uganda and Bangladesh in 

Rosetta Life’s Dream a Difference Global Poetry project, and 

their collective collaborations were interwoven into a 

Libretto by Lucinda Jarrett and Chris Rawlence which was 

then set to music by Hannah Conway. Performing with a huge 

choir, the children of Chadlington School made some of the 

following observations about the performance: ‘It was a once 

in a lifetime opportunity. It felt like 700 people were reading 

my poem with me.’ ‘It was a privilege to perform somewhere 

that so many famous people have performed before.’ ‘The 

message that the opera conveyed was very powerful.’ An 

experience that will stay with all of the children forever. 

Bledington Primary  
As part of the Chipping Norton Literary Festival, Years 1 to 4 

had a special visit from a fabulous author. Harry Heape came 

to speak about his Shiny Pippin books and to read some 

extracts to the pupils. There was much excitement and 

hilarity and our pupils were really inspired by his comical 

approach to using your imagination when writing. Thank you 

to all at the Festival who made this visit possible. Also along 

literacy lines, this week Years 5 and 6 travelled to Stow-on-

the-Wold Primary to participate in a SPAG competition. This 

stands for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. St Andrew’s 

Primary also took part and the pupils were put in teams 

which were a mixture of children from each of the three 

schools. This was a great way to get to know others, use team 

playing skills and practise SPAG in a fun way. 

We have also been 

busy sportswise. In 

hockey, having won 

the North 

Cotswolds Quick 

Sticks Hockey 

tournament, our 

team (pictured) 

travelled to 

Cheltenham Col-

lege for the area 

finals. It was a 

gruelling battle and 

our team were proud to come fifth in the County.  Pupils 

from Green class enjoyed taking part in a tag rugby 

tournament at Temple Guiting. Two teams played six games 

each and our A team came second overall.  

Acorns Primary  
Manor Adventure Acorns children joined Brailes Year 5/6 

pupils and Shipston Year 5 pupils for the residential trip to 

Manor Adventure in Powys, Wales. Over the three days away 

from home, the children experienced wonderful activities 

bathed in beautiful sunshine! We broke up the journey by 

stopping for a few hours at the excellent Owl and Small 

Breeds Centre in Kington (Herefordshire). The children were 

shown various animals up close including guinea pigs, goats 

and owls. The keepers were impressed with the children’s 

answers to their questions and their impeccable behaviour. 

We arrived at the Abernant Lake Hotel shortly after lunch 

and pupils were soon participating in their first activity. Over 

the three days, children were always active in nine physically 

and mentally demanding challenges such as the zip wire, 

abseiling, climbing, archery and an obstacle course.  

On Thursday children learned how to canoe and kayak on 

the lake (pictured below). We updated parents and carers 

with photos 

posted on 

Twitter and 

there are videos 

and a photo 

slideshow which 

can be watched 

on the school 

website. All the 

staff were very 

proud of the 

pupils as they 

were a pleasure 

to take away and they challenged themselves in every activity, 

often surprising themselves with their hidden abilities, 

collaboration skills and determination to overcome their 

fears.  



37

SCHOOLS NEWS

Windrush Valley School 
Chipping Norton Town Hall was the venue for the Town’s 

Music Festival. Children of all ages across the School took 

part in the poetry and reading category, with the School’s 

senior band playing an ensemble.  

Our school was 

full of wonderful 

comic book 

characters on 

World Book Day 

recently. Tamsin 
in the Deep and 

Mega Robo Bros 
author, Neill 

Cameron and 

Jasmine Richards, 

author of Secrets 
of Valhalla, joined us for a magical day creating our own 

characters and bringing them to life. As well as designing a 

comic strip full of heroes and baddies, some very interesting 

concepts emerged! 

Forms 1 and 2 history topic this term; Living as a Child 

during WWII, culminated in a day of dressing as an evacuee, 

with a visit to Ascott-under-Wychwood station to understand 

and experience how this would have been for children during 

the War. Staff made Bully Beef sandwiches and Chocolate 

Wheels made with potato, accompanied by lemonade and 

ginger beer, all made with rationed ingredients from the day. 

The food was a surprisingly big hit!! Thank you to KS1 staff for 

making this such an interesting and fun project.  

Kingham Hill School 
At the end of 

March, Kingham 

Hill School was 

proud to host its 

annual dinner of 

the Octagon 

Academic Society. 

This provided the 

opportunity for 

those in the 

Society, which exists to encourage and foster intellectual 

curiosity, to showcase the work they have been carrying out 

since September. We were very pleased to be joined by the 

well-respected military historian, Taff Gillingham, who 

enthused and challenged us to search for historical fact rather 

than settling for the established narrative. He spoke in 

particular about the First World War, explaining how settling 

for the ‘Lions led by donkeys’ interpretation of the Western 

Front was lazy historiography. For example, his particular 

experience with soldiers’ kit was able to debunk a popular 

misconception on why soldiers were told to walk while 

making a frontal attack across no man’s land. He was an 

inspiring Guest of Honour, and we look forward to meeting 

him again when he opens his Great War Huts visitors’ centre 

in Suffolk. The outgoing President of the Society, Imogen, gave 

an excellent vote of thanks in which she reminisced about her 

seven years in Octagon and paid tribute to many teachers 

who had helped her to become the impressive young woman 

we had the pleasure of listening to that evening. 

Sibford School  
National Girls Engineering Competition success: Year 

11 student, Charlotte, came a 

magnificent second place at the 

2019 National Engineering 

Competition for Girls. Tasked with 

a brief to solve key challenges of 

the 21st Century, Charlottes’ 

prize-winning robot used tablet 

computers to provide access to 

teachers and teaching materials 

for young people while they 

undergo hospital treatment. Toby 

Spence, Head Teacher, said, ‘We are 

thrilled by Charlotte’s success in 

this competition.’ Charlotte was 

delighted to be approached by the head of paediatric 

medicine at a major UK hospital, who would like to explore 

taking her proof-of-concept into design development. She 

said, ‘I’m really pleased that my robot gained so much 

attention throughout the competition. It was a wonderful 

experience being able to present my design to the public, 

particularly in a field that I am so passionate about.’  

Open Events:  
Friday 3 May – Whole School Open Morning. 

Friday 10 May – Free Early Years Stay and Play session.  

Children aged 3/4 are invited to join us for a free forest 

school session to learn more about what Sibford School Early 

Years has to offer. Call Elspeth on 01295 781203 to book a 

place on either event. 
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‘That road’ and the Memorial Wood 
The people of Chipping Norton were 

given to believe that if we had a 

‘Plan’ it would stop developers 

from having a ‘free for all’. 

Therefore I was dismayed to 

find that, despite local people 

being invited to plant a tree and 

help nurture this new woodland 

– and make a lasting contribution 

to our environment and to provide 

a habitat for the wild life in the future – 

all this was for nothing. We might as well not have bothered! 

Delivering housing and protecting the environment is a difficult 

balance but it appears to me WODC have not paid attention 

to the fact that Chipping Norton is included in the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty. The Plan promised that 

developments should protect and enhance the high quality 

environment of Chipping Norton. I think it fails on both points. 

Come on Chippy, don’t stand by and see the things that are 

good in this Town trashed by diktat from other areas. 

Chris Eades 

I wish to express my concern about the apparent plan to route 

the proposed A361 Bypass through the William Fowler 

Memorial Wood. The Wood was planned and planted, to 

celebrate the Millennium, by local people and provides an area 

of calm beauty and clean air which is used all through the year 

by walkers and dog owners. Many families visit the Wood with 

their young children. A recent video on Facebook illustrated 

that well and drew attention to the wealth of wild flowers, 

insects, birds and diverse trees found there. The Wood has 

taken nearly twenty years to develop. It can be destroyed in a 

very short time and the present generation of children will be 

deprived of its benefits. Whilst I have sympathy for the 

Allotment Holders who may have to move to a new site 

offered by the Council, an allotment can be replanted in two or 

three years. It is also bizarre that allotment-owning Councillors 

are allowed to recommend moving the road into the Wood! As 

Trustees of both the Wood and the allotments, they are 

charged with protecting both on behalf of Chipping Norton. 

……Is it not time for Oxfordshire Council to review the need 

for the A361 Bypass and put the funding into a solution for the 

A44 in the middle of town? (edited from longer letter to OCC) 
Christine Clinch 

Where is that HGV ban? 
I am especially pleased (April News) to see you haven't 

forgotten about HGVs and the terrible pollution they cause 

in our town. I think it's simply inappropriate that these huge, 

heavy, extremely loud and polluting vehicles are allowed to 

drive through the centre of town.  

The dangerous level of the Town's air quality is reason 

enough to ban them, but it's a safety issue too: consider how 

narrow the pavements are on parts of Horsefair (for example 

beside the Blue Boar pub). Often I find I am literally inches 

away from these extremely heavy vehicles and it's very 

unnerving. Must we wait for another fatality before doing 

something? The 'Air Quality Action Plan' produced by WODC 

in October 2008 seems to have been forgotten, but I have 

emailed the Council three times this year to ask to speak with 

somebody about it and have received no response, which is 

obviously unacceptable. According to the Council's own 2008 

report, HGVs represent 12.69% of traffic passing through 

town but are responsible for 65.7% of dangerous emissions. I 

believe it's time we campaigned forcefully for a ban of HGVs 

in Chipping Norton. Our town would be so much more 

pleasant for it. Please let me know of anything I could do to 

help resurrect the idea of an HGV ban. 

Cyrus Mahboubian  

Our MP’s change of Brexit tactic  
I am shocked by our MP Robert Courts’ 

determination to put  party before 

constituents’ interests when it comes to 

Brexit. Mr Courts has made no secret of 

his allegiance to the far-right Tory 

European Research Group nor of his 

dislike of Theresa May’s Withdrawal Deal. 

Last July, when the Chequers White Paper 

was discussed, he resigned his 

government Foreign Office PPS job 

because of it. He said it was a very bad 

deal because it would give ‘too much control of our economy 

to the EU and following EU rules and regulations – but 

without any real say’. He added he would ‘like the government 

to think again’ and, as our MP, he had to judge whether ‘a 

proposed course of action is in the interests of the people of 

West Oxfordshire as well as the UK’. Now he seems to have 

changed his mind. Having voted twice against the Withdrawal 

Bill he suddenly, on 29 March, voted for it,  along with other 

ERG members, explaining, despite it continuing to be ‘flawed 

and fraught with risk’, it was the only mechanism available to 

leave the EU, as pledged in the Tory manifesto. He believes his 

‘contract with the people of West Oxfordshire is to honour 

that pledge’. In other words, party before constituents (who,  

remember, voted 54% to ‘Remain’ in 2016). Too bad for us. In 

the recent ‘indicative votes’ to find cross party consensus, Mr 

Courts voted against having these votes at all but, voted YES 

to leaving with no deal (not in his party’s manifesto) and later 

NO to the four alternatives proposed.  It seems he considers 

the views, welfare and economic survival of his constituents 

less important than ramming through a very bad exit deal. 

Whatever next can we, the majority of whom voted Remain, 

expect him to do whilst now prioritising the Tory manifesto 

commitment and disregarding interests of his constituents? 

Patricia White 

Are 20 mph limits value for money? 
Whilst I understand the good intentions behind implementing 

a 20mph speed limit in the Town, I do question whether it is 

money well spent? I have heard the argument that we have to 

start somewhere with traffic flow through Chippy, yet, to me, 

there are better and more effective solutions. I also wonder 

with the volume of through traffic currently, how many of 

these vehicles actually drive at speeds in excess of 15mph, let 

alone the notional 30mph? It has been shown that slowing 

traffic down unnecessarily to 20mph, increases air pollution. 

A better approach would be to build another zebra 

crossing at the busy 'pinch point' near the Blue Boar. Many 

people at the east end of town have to walk up to the old 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.

Courts: Deal or                    
No Deal?
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police station before they can safely cross the road. The 

pelican crossing is fine for the town centre but you see many 

people taking their life in their hands, attempting to cross 

where Harpers used to be – a dangerous black spot in the 

town. Another crossing there would have the dual benefit of 

improving safety for pedestrians and forcing through traffic to 

slow down at this critical point. Of course the real issue is 

number of HGVs driving through on roads which are really 

unsuitable. Introducing a weight restriction would be much 

more useful and ultimately of course, some sort of ring road. 

Given the increasing number of homes being built, the local 

and county councils will need to be a lot more creative than 

merely sticking 20mph signs up in the high street! 

Viv Thompson 

NHS – contacts at                  
Chippy Hospital 
(To Mr Goscombe) I am sorry to learn from 

your letter, published in the March edition of Chipping Norton 
News, that you have experienced difficulty with telephone 

contact to the Outpatient Unit at the Chipping Norton War 

Memorial Community Hospital. Our telephone number for 

our Main Reception is 01865 903333.  During 2014, Oxford 

Health NHS Foundation Trust changed their 

telecommunications provider, resulting in all Oxford Health 

settings becoming an 01865 dialling code. The change of 

telephone numbers for this site were published in Chipping 
Norton News during this time. A further notice was published 

in CN News in 2015. Our telephone number, details and 

reviews can be found online at NHS Choices Chipping 

Norton War Memorial Community Hospital Outpatient and 

Maternity Unit. I have forwarded your letter to the podiatry 

team leader and discussed it within our reception team.  

If there is anything further you would like answered 

regarding the services we provide, please do not hesitate to 

contact me on the above number, or the next time you visit 

the Unit I would be very happy to meet with you. I am proud 

of the service and services we provide and the positive 

feedback we receive from patients and staff. We are 

committed to continue in this vein, so any feedback we 

receive is important to us. We have ‘I Want Great Care’ 

review forms available within the Unit, which are published 

monthly for display within our main patient waiting area. Our 

opening hours are Monday to Thursday 8.30am-5pm and on 

Fridays 8.30am-4.30pm. 

Jane O’Gorman Site Administrator, CN Outpatient Unit 

NO dogs on recreation ground 
I have read on many occasions arguments for and against dogs 

being allowed to use the New Street Recreation Ground. 

During visits with our grandchildren a dog came running up 

to our granddaughter, jumped up to her nearly bowling her 

over. For all we knew the animal could have attacked her. The 

inference by the owner was that our granddaughter should 

have kept still! On another occasion two dogs began viciously 

fighting not 10 feet away from our grandson. This prompted 

the two owners to 'vigorously' blame each other for their 

dogs’ unsociable behaviour! These situations could have been 

avoided completely had the dogs been on leads as instructed 

by the number of notices. With regard to dogs fouling, who 

wants to sit down with their children where a dog may have 

urinated or worse. Some 'attempts' are made to clear up after 

the dog although some dog walkers/owners do not bother. 

The answer is simple, dogs and children should not mix in 

public recreation areas for health and safety reasons.  

Steve Williams 
Cemetery Clear Up thanks 
My sincere thanks to all eleven volunteers, who gave their time to 

help keep back the ever growing undergrowth in the Worcester 

Road cemetery. We all greatly appreciated Peta's delicious 

homemade refreshments! The weather was glorious and much 

was achieved. Our next session will be in October. Date to be 

announced. Please come and join us. All are most welcome. 

Martin Jarratt Chair Cemetery Committee
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May (News out Monday 29 April)  

1st U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p28 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  Garden Visit  see p29 

2nd Town & District Elections see ps3 & 16-17  

4th Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 Village Hall 

5th Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church- see p1 

Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p31 

6th Churchill Teas on the Green 2-4pm - see p6 

7th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p28 

8th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30 for Christian Aid 

9th CN Amnesty 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p30 

10th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p39 

11th Methodist Church Spring Fair Stalls 10.30am-noon 

Lunches noon-1pm in the Methodist Hall 

Friends of St Mary’s Church Fete noon-4 Old Vicarage 

garden - see advert p4 

Screen by the Green in Churchill - see p8 

Kingham Singers Centenary Concert see p23 

12th Blossom Day noon-3pm Community Orchard see p7 

13th Local History Society 2pm Methodist Hall see p7 

Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p28 

16-18 CHAOS My Fair Lady at The Theatre - see p23 

16th Over Norton WI 7.45 ON Village Hall Kate Bellamy - The 

Joy of False Memory 

18th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

18-27 ARTWEEKS in N Oxfordshire - see ps 20-22 

20th Mayormaking Ceremony 7.15 Town Hall see p1 

21st CN Probus 11am Crown and Cushion details 645382  

22nd CN Amateur Astronomers 7.30 - see p30 

23rd CN Flower Club 7pm Town Hall see p30 

24th Screen by the Green in Churchill - see p16 

28th Chipping Norton News Team Meeting to plan the 

Summer edition - call Jill on 643219 to find out more 

June (News out TUESDAY 28 May)  

1st The Fibre Festival 10am-4pm Middle Row - see p23 

Great Rollright Market 9.30-12.30 Village Hall 

Chadlington Beer Festival noon-11pm see p8 

2nd Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church- see p1 

Churchill Fun Dog Show & Fete noon-4pm see p9  

Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p31 

4th Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p28 

5th U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p28 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  Garden Visit  see p29 

6th RBL D Day Ceremony of Remembrance 7pm London 

Road War Memorial see p7

LOCAL NEWS

Stuff those Ecobricks!  Up 

front in April is a campaign for 

shoppers to bring in waste 

plastic to make Ecobricks for 

local building projects. You just 

collect unwanted loose plastic 

and stuff it tight into large plastic 

bottles (the staff will help!) – 

then, ‘hey presto’, an Ecobrick. At 

Southcombe, local family 

attraction Fairytale Farm is using 

Ecobricks to build a children’s 

garden bench and a turkey shed 

at the farm for visitors to enjoy. 

Local primary schools in 

and around Chippy are 

running classroom 

workshops encouraging 

children to make bricks 

with domestic plastic 

waste that cannot be 

normally recycled.  

1Change: single use 
please! The Co-op is also tackling single-use plastics head on 

with a campaign in store to ask customers to make one 

change to their current shopping habits by making plastic-

conscious purchasing decisions. The Co-op’s Mike Pickering 

said a sample survey among the 700,000 Co-op members 

found the vast majority agreeing that reducing plastic was a 

high priority – hence the 

1Change campaign. The Chippy 

store has leaflets with top tips 

to reduce home and work 

plastic use.  Other ideas include 

using shoppers’ own containers 

at the deli, publicising Coop 

tomatoes in cardboard 

packaging and choosing loose 

fruit and vegetables. Many such 

items come without plastic 

wrapping, some individually 

barcoded. Paper bags are 

available! 

'Plastic is not fantastic' 
Midcounties is helping 

with a schools’ program-

me aiming to engage 50 

schools by 2022. St Mary’s 

Primary School and Holy 

Trinity School will each 

receive £250 for every 

10,000 plastic bottles 

collected in store. Co-op colleagues volunteer to visit local 

schools to raise awareness about single-use plastics and help 

schools develop practical solutions to tackle this issue. It’s 

also up to us all to get involved and think of innovative ways 

to help reduce plastic waste and its disposal into the 

environment (pictured above). 

      Plastic is NOT fantastic! 
Chipping Norton’s Midcounties Co-op store is leading the way in our local supermarkets 
to encourage us all to recycle more and reduce our use of plastics. The News Team called 

in and found lots of information plus Co-op staff rallying us to the cause.

Co-op staff at work packing Ecobricks


