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HGVs must go  
Time for County Council action

A packed Town Council meeting, 
protest action stopping traffic, 
petitions to OCC: it’s all happening – 
with pleas to protect the safety and 
health of our community.  

Way back in 2005 Horsefair’s air 
pollution was officially declared 
above legal limits. The County was 
asked to act. Their preferred plan, an 
HGV weight limit, A44 downgrade 
and alternative lorry route, was 
published. OCC’s Cllr Ian Hudspeth 
and his Highways officer came to 
our Town Council 2010 and 
confirmed the proposal. It’s now 
2019 – and still no implementation.  

Local councillors, who’ve pushed 
continuously on this, now say that 
with 1200 homes and more traffic, 
substantial investment is justified to 
solve the problem properly. The 
County are now starting another 
comprehensive traffic survey, and 
the Town Council were told by our 
County Councillor in August it 
could be at least three years and yet 
another OCC Plan (LTP5) before 
any action is seen. Cllr Hudspeth 
plans to come to our Town Council 
meeting (7.15pm on Monday 16 
September) to explain what’s 
happening. See p3. 

News in this Issue 
A Level results celebrated                   

(full story back page) 
Town Council vote for Climate 

Emergency Declaration 
New Town Councillors get into 

action 
Welcome to our MP’s new baby  
Anyone want a Police Station?

Plus all the Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters

Helping the homeless 

Three Chippy primary school friends baked their 

socks off for a bake sale & tombola in The Leys for 

the Oxford Homeless Project. Well done Annabel, 

Hannah, Jessica, Elliott and Tobi – more on page 13.

Frustrations have risen over the lack of action by Oxfordshire County 

Council on Chipping Norton’s town centre air pollution & HGV traffic. 

Summer fun: centre colour pictures ~ Health update: changes 
at the Health Centre ~ Charlie Longsdon:  our winning 
racehorse trainer ~ Spotlight on Firefighter Simon Sumners

Special Features
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GP Surgery: change to Urgent Care 
Access arrangements are changing … From Monday 7 

October we are launching our URGENT CARE HUB. The 

hub will be staffed by Advanced Clinical Practitioners (ACPs), 

supported by our team of GPs. The ACPs are senior nurses or 

paramedics who are full prescribers and specialise in same day, 

acute medical conditions. We have evaluated patient feedback 

and by making this change of service we will be able to offer 

more GP appointments, and also avoid the long waits for 

patients to see a clinician in the walk-in clinic. You can book an 

‘on the day’ appointment at the URGENT CARE HUB by 

calling the Health Centre main line: 01608 642742 (8.30-

11am). The current walk-in clinic will be replaced by 
our URGENT CARE HUB, and therefore we will not 
be accepting walk-in patients. We are working closely with 

our Patient Participation Group (PPG) and other 

communication channels to ensure that everyone is fully aware 

of this change – for further details please see our website at 

chippingnortonhealthcentre.nhs.uk or, come to the Health 

Centre and pick up a leaflet which will fully explain the change. 

GP Partners at Chipping Norton Health Centre 

Way In ... to better health 
The Patient Participation Group at Chippy 

Health Centre organizes some very successful 

sessions supporting ‘self-help to better health’. 

Please do drop in, no appointment needed, to 

see for yourself. The aims are to improve your 

self-awareness, improve your well-being including losing 

weight through advice and peer support – all in a very 

sociable atmosphere. In September we meet in the Health 

Centre at 11am on Friday 6 and Friday 20 September. Look 

forward to seeing you there. The PPG is also working with 

your Health Centre on their new services such as Urgent 

Care. Watch our Facebook page as well as the Health Centre 

webpage and in the Centre. You can contact the PPG by 

emailing contact by e-mail: cnhc.ppg@nhs.net  

Peter Branson – PPG secretary  

NHS ‘at full capacity’ 
Hot summer weather, increased demand, and staffing issues 

nationally have put many parts of the NHS under more 

pressure. In Oxford University Hospitals (including the JR and 

Horton) saw bed occupancy near or over 100% through 

March to May (85% is recommended). A&E attendances and 

waiting times were up. By mid-August 124 patients were 

‘delayed’ in hospital awaiting transfer back home or to care 

homes. Meanwhile the Hospitals have over 1000 staff 

vacancies which hinders any increase in capacity.  

Demand for GP services has risen significantly. While 

some GP surgeries (in Banbury and Oxford in particular) have 

staffing issues, most are coping with the increased pressure. 

The 2019 patient survey for the 69 Oxfordshire surgeries 

found 86% patients rating overall service good or very good 

– higher than 83% nationally. Wychwood surgery rated top 

with 99% with Chipping Norton lower at 73%. But patients 

notice the strains, particularly in trying to book GP 

appointments – a quarter of Oxfordshire patients surveyed 

said their experience of booking appointments was ‘very 

poor’. The NHS locally is trying to make it easier to see a GP 

or an appropriate clinician, and rolling out schemes such as 

‘Urgent Access Hubs’ similar to that now coming in Chippy. 

Other initiatives include trying to co-ordinate much better 

community support in an attempt to limit what could be 

unnecessary GP visits. 

NHS public meeting in town 
An open public meeting on Health and Social Care – 
Choosing the Right Service is being held on Tuesday 24 

September, 7pm in the Town Hall. This is the North 

Oxfordshire Locality Forum, a ‘non-statutory body’ which 

represents patients at GP surgeries in the north of the county 

(inc Banbury, Chipping Norton, Bloxham etc). The meetings 

are supported by Healthwatch Oxfordshire who say the 

meeting ‘aims to help local people understand how they can 

best access health and social care services. It will include 

information about accessing some of the wide range of 

services available to local people at the Community Hospital 

and Health Centre in Chipping Norton.’ There will be an 

opportunity to give feedback and make suggestions for the 

future. plus guest speakers representing local health and social 

care services. Free. All welcome. For information contact 

emma.teasdale@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 

  Health update 
Important news this month about service changes at Chipping Norton 

Health Centre – plus information about flu jabs and other updates

 CHIPPING NORTON HEALTH CENTRE 

FLU CLINICS 2019 
We are holding open flu clinics at the Health Centre 
for patients who are eligible for their free flu 
vaccination on the following dates: 

For over 65s only  (65 by 31st March 2020) 

Saturday 28th September  
For all age groups* 

Saturday 12th October (children’s nasal flu not available) 
Saturday 19th October (children’s nasal flu available*) 
You do not need to book, just turn up to the open clinic 
between 8.30am and 11.30am. 
You are eligible for a free flu vaccination if 

• you suffer from a long term chronic illness like 

diabetes, asthma, heart disease, kidney disease, or 

• you have had a stroke or have some other neurological 

illness, or 

• you have a suppressed immune system, or 

• you are the main carer for anyone suffering with any of 

the above, or 

• you are over 65 years of age, or 

• you are pregnant, or 

• you have a BMI of 40 or over 

*Children aged two and three are eligible for the nasal flu 

vaccination at the Health Centre. Those aged four or older (after 

31st August) will have the opportunity to have the vaccine at school.  

If you cannot attend any of these clinics, please call 
reception on 01608 642742 to book an appointment. 



Town Council grants on offer 
Chipping Norton Town Council has £25,000 budgeted this 

year for  ‘Grants to Voluntary Bodies’. Last year around 20 

local charitable and community organisations received one-off 

awards They ranged from £4000 to the Lido down to £100 or 

more for organisations such as Lights Up, Gateway Club and  

the Town Festival – all to benefit the community. You must 

apply by 25 September – from Town Clerk at the Guildhall or 

cntc@btconnect.com 

Congratulations to our MP 
Chippy’s MP Robert Courts and 

his wife Kathryn, who live in 

Bladon, were delighted to 

announce that their second child 

– a sister to their young son – was 

born on 3 August at the JR 

Hospital. In his update for the 

News, Robert said ‘I hope you have 

all enjoyed the typically mixed 

summer weather. It has been even 

busier than usual recently, with 

the arrival of my beautiful baby 

daughter, Isabella. It was a very 

long weekend for my amazing wife 

and I, but I am delighted to say both she and Isabella are doing 

well. Thank you to all the amazing staff at the JR for their first-

class care and attention.’ 

During Parliament’s summer recess our MP’s work has 

not stopped. He said, ‘I was out and about in all corners of 

West Oxfordshire enjoying meeting constituents and 

businesses. I was delighted to meet Chippy business Solid 

Structures, who are fantastic architects working across our 

county and beyond on projects ranging from churches and 

Oxford colleges to residential builds. I enjoyed a catch-up 

meeting with Chippy’s local Amnesty International group, had 

a useful meeting at Chippy Health Centre and held a drop-in 

advice surgery at the Co-op. Thank you to everyone who 

came to speak to me about local and national issues – and 

about matters totally unrelated to politics!’ 
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HGVs – the County must act 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Leader Ian Hudspeth (coming 

7.15pm, 16 September, Town Hall) will find an attentive public 

audience and Town Councillors asking why, in nearly 20 years, 

little has been done about Chippy’s heavy HGV traffic causing 

illegal pollution and safety issues. The town centre was 

declared an Air Quality Management Area in 2005. Several 

reviews and published plans by OCC then proposed a weight 

restriction in town, ‘depriming’ the A44, and redirecting A44 

traffic – either signed via the A40, or, with more ambitious 

investment, an upgraded road via the Rollright Route or 

similar. OCC put all this in two Local Transport Plans (2011, 

2015). Indeed Cllr Hudspeth and his Highways officer Steve 

Howell confirmed this at a 2010 Town Council meeting. The 

plans remain in OCC’s LTP4 and Oxfordshire Freight Strategy 

(2015-2031). Nothing has been implemented despite 

continued questioning by our County, District and Town 

Councillors.  

Now 1200 new homes and big town growth justify 

substantial ‘infrastructure’ and Highways investment, but 

OCC proposed only a ‘Link Road’ – at best providing only 

access to the new housing and limited relief for the A361 – 

not for 80% of the problem: the main A44. The Town Council 

called it a ‘White Elephant’. OCC are planning another Chippy 

traffic survey this autumn (20 years ago 750 HGVs in 12 

hours were counted!). Frustrated campaigners and Town 

Councillors were told at August’s Town Council meeting that 

it could be at least three years and yet another OCC Plan 

(LTP5) before there might be any sign of action. 

Anger over prolonged air pollution and HGV issues has 

turned into direct action. After a packed Town Council 

meeting in June, a Clean Air for 

Chippy (CAC) action group, led 

by new Town Councillor 

Gordon Brown and colleagues, 

took to the street in July to 

protest. Donning facemasks and 

holding banners, they crossed 

and re-crossed the pelican 

crossing in Market Place, 

delaying traffic. On 10 

September at 10.30am, CAC 

plan to present their report to 

the County Council – including Leader Ian Hudspeth and 

Cabinet member for Transport Yvonne Constance, calling 

OCC to ‘intensify its efforts, in collaboration with other 

bodies, to safeguard the health of its residents, particularly 

children.’ Cllr Brown told the News, ‘We would like OCC to 

implement a weight restriction as recommended by their 

own Freight Strategy and 

2015 Local Transport Plan’ 

Gordon pointed to the 

agreed action by OCC and 

Burford Town Council to 

restrict HGVs there but 

noted that Chippy was larger, 

growing, had both the A361 

and A44 and OCC had not 

kept to their commitments, 

adding ‘we need action now’. 

Chipping Norton’s Labour 

District Councillor Mike Cahill has, with Labour colleagues, 

also launched a Cut Air Pollution campaign and petition on 

UNICEF’s ‘Clean Air Day’ on 20 June. They aim to address 

OCC in Oxford in October (see Labour Clubs entry).

Traffic pollution – protests & petitions

Delighted father with new-
born daughter, Isabella
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In the national Tory leadership election, our MP 

supported Boris Johnson. His latest opinion piece in the 

Witney Gazette said ‘our new PM must unite a bitterly divided 

nation’ and that the PM ‘must deliver Brexit – the request 

made by all who voted for the Conservative manifesto in 

2017…to reverse the haemorrhaging of trust in politics’ and 

‘ensure true democratic accountability’. He is also supporting 

the new PM’s agenda on ‘more money for schools, more 

police, fixing the social care system and doing more to 

support small business’ with the injection of some ‘long 

overdue optimism’. For surgery details and casework queries 

you can email our MP at robert@robertcourts.co.uk. 

Sainsbury’s adopts Green Gym 
As reported last 

month, Chipping 

Norton’s Sainsbury’s 

supermarket is 

supporting Chippy 

Green Gym as part of 

its 150th anniversary 

celebrations. There is 

a display and 

collecting boxes in 

the store and staff 

members are joining 

the Green Gym team 

at their work sessions. 

Sainsbury’s have also 

offered to give a grant 

for something to 

commemorate the 

anniversary. Discussions are on-going! In the last two months, 

with help from the Sainsbury’s team, the Green Gym has 

worked at the Solar Farm near Charlbury, removing ragwort 

and thistles in the wild flower area, and in the regular sites in 

Chippy: the William Fowler Wood, Fitzalan Wood, the 

Community Orchard, Pool Meadow and the Health Centre 

(what a marvellous display of poppies!). Chippy Green Gym 

meets every Wednesday morning and welcomes new 

members, whatever your age or ability – there are jobs for all! 

Lifts from Chippy may be available to outlying sites and there 

is no joining fee. Come and enjoy working outdoors in good 

company. More information on the board just inside 

Sainsbury’s, on the website www.chippygreengym.org or 

email jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 

Enstone’s Artyard Café plans 
A planning proposal has been submitted to West Oxfordshire 

District Council for the erection of a five-bedroom bed-and-

breakfast block. The Parish Council has said they are, in 

principle, in support of the plans. Details are on WODC 

website reference 19/01503.FUL. More on this in the future 

Town Council into action 
Chipping Norton’s new Town Council started 

in May with six new councillors joining more 

experienced councillors. Led by Mayor Don 

Davidson, and newly elected Deputy Mayor 

Mark Walker, the Council is focused on 

important issues for the Town. Council 

meetings in the first three months have seen 

lively debate on issues such as air pollution from HGVs, plans 

for 1200 new homes and a business park, dog nuisance and 20 

mph limits. All councillors have enthusiastically signed up to 

work on the Council’s committees (see below) spending time 

both at and outside formal meetings. There are also live 

projects with task groups: currently Cllr Nova Bradley is 

leading a group on issues in the Town Centre (see p8). Cllr 

Sandra Coleman and others will work on the Climate 

Emergency Declaration and action (see p15). Cllr Georgia 

Mazower and others are investigating ideas for a Youth 

Council. The public are welcome at both the main Town 

Council (next meeting Monday 16 September at 7.15pm), and 

at all standing committee meetings (ask the Town Clerk for 

times and a speaking slot if you’d like to participate). Call 

642341 or visit www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk. 
 

2019/20 Town Council Committees  
Town Council formal Committees 
• Finance & General Purposes – Mayor, Cllrs Benfield, 

Bradley, Butterworth, Coleman, Coles, Heyes, Jarratt, 

Mazower, Poole, Tysoe 

• Recreation & Greystones – Mayor, Cllrs Benfield, Bradley, 

Carter, Coleman, Coles, Graves, Poole, Tuckwell, Tysoe, 

Walker 

• Cemetery & Pool Meadow – Mayor, Cllrs Benfield, Graves, 

Jarratt, Tuckwell, Tysoe 

• Town Hall/Publicity – Mayor, Cllrs Butterworth, Coles, 

Mazower, Poole, Tysoe, Graves, Jarratt 

• Grants to Voluntary Bodies – Mayor, Cllrs Benfield, Brown, 

Coleman, Graves, Heyes, Jarratt, Mazower, Tuckwell, Tysoe 

• Mayoral Selection – Mayor, Cllrs Bradley, Butterworth, 

Graves, Heyes, Jarratt, Tysoe 

• Health & Safety – Mayor, Cllrs Tysoe and Heyes 

• Traffic Advisory – Mayor, Cllrs Graves, Brown, Coleman, 

Poole, Tuckwell, Walker plus invited District & County 

Councillors and officers, Thames Valley Police, and bus 

service rep.  

• Staffing – Mayor, Cllrs Bradley, Graves, Heyes, Tysoe 

• Planning – all Town Councillors (quorum 3 members) 

Other representation 
• William Fowler Allotments – All councillors are individual 

Trustees of the Charity. Cllrs Davidson, Benfield, Heyes, 

Jarratt and Tysoe are also on the Allotment Management 

Committee with Allotment representatives 

• CN Welfare Charities – A separate Charity. Cllrs Davidson, 

Jarratt, Benfield, Butterworth and Coleman represent the 

Council on the Charity Committee 

• Field Reeves – Separate organisation looking after 

Common and land. Town Council is a Stintholders. Cllrs 

Davidson, Coles, Graves and Jarratt are representatives 

• Association of Local Councils – Cllrs Butterworth, 

Davidson 

Mayor Don Davidson is an Ex-Officio member of all Committees

Sainsbury’s staff 
helping the Green 
Gym at the Health 

Centre and  the Solar 
Farm at Charlbury 
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‘Arson’ at local school 
A devastating fire on 26 July that destroyed Hook Norton 

Primary School’s new pirate ship climbing frame is being 

treated as arson, police have said. Friends of Hook Norton 

School (FOHNS) and the community have rallied round with 

donations to try and get at least £20,000 to replace the 

adventure playground equipment – which was itself funded by 

parents and supporters to celebrate the School’s silver 

jubilee. Retired head, Stella Belgrove, was heartbroken – the 

project had been her last at the School and she said the 250 

children had loved using it for its short life. Firefighters 

managed to stop the blaze spreading to the School itself. Stella 

said, ‘Someone will know who did this and I urge you to come 

forward … a mindless act has caused tens of thousands of 

pounds’ worth of damage and upset the whole village’. The 

Friends said everyone was devastated by the thoughtless 

vandalism but had been deeply touched by messages of 

support. Local villager, Laura Wyatt, through the News said 

‘thank you to everyone for your generous donations so far, 

we are overwhelmed with support, what an amazing 

community!’ FOHNS have their GoFundMe page to support 

the School and will also be finding ways of compensating 

pupils for the loss of their beloved play equipment. You can 

donate via FOHNS’ Facebook page – see 

www.facebook.com/FriendsHNS/. 

Best designs for Tank Farm 
With over 1,000 new homes to be built between Banbury 

Road and Glyme Lane beyond Tank Farm, Chipping Norton 

Town Council is determined that the design for homes and 

the whole site – including business parks – should be best for 

our 21st century sustainable town, its needs and 

attractiveness. So councillors are setting up a Working Group 

and talking to local architects and planners to potentially help 

the Council write a Design Brief to influence developers. It is 

not just about design: social mix, community coherence and 

low energy homes will also be under scrutiny. If the Town 

Council can work with West Oxfordshire District Council 

(and perhaps even developers), then WODC planners could 

be willing to incorporate this Design Brief work into the 

Supplementary Planning Document that they are preparing 

for the development. However, whilst there may be 

aspirations for zero carbon homes, Town Councillors 

understand that the document cannot create new policy and 

will need to comply with existing national and local policy and 

building regulations.  

The News was told that much is still undecided, including 

the design and location of the controversial link or access 

road. At the end of June, Mayor Don Davidson, with Cllrs 

Tysoe and Benfield met representatives of developers Blue 

Stone and Oxfordshire County Council (the latter are both 

landowner and highways authority). Don told the News that 

overall progress had been slow – partly because of the 

collapse of OCC’s private partner Carillion. The link road 

route has still not been decided (different options were 

discussed earlier in the year) and more viability studies are 

pending. The Mayor suggested an OCC consultation might 

appear towards the end of the year. The Town Council is due 

to debate their ideas for a Design Brief at their Finance and 

General Purposes Committee meeting on 29 August (7.30 in 

the Lower Town Hall, open to public), and reporting to the full 

Town Council on Monday 16 September, 7.15 Lower Town 

Hall. This could be a chance for local people to have another 

say in the new development, so look out for opportunities to 

give your views to your Councillors. 

Wall reveals family memories 
Curiouser and Curiouser. In early July, Sue Hyde posted on 

Facebook’s Chipping Norton 

Then and Now a request for 

information on a one-time Chippy 

resident and his wife. The 

fascinating story began when 

Sue’s partner, Mark Cooper, was 

renovating a flat above what is 

now Whistler’s in Middle Row 

some 24 years ago. He knocked 

through a flimsy wall and found, in 

a brick recess, a small, battered 

suitcase. He took it home, found 

it full of old photos and wartime 

memorabilia, and then promptly 

forgot about it. Sue’s curiosity was 

aroused again recently and she 

began some research, based on the limited information inside 

the little case. Sue was able to 

identify the case’s owner, one 

Walter J Hebborn, who 

married Edna Viner at Shipton-

under-Wychwood in 1941. He 

was born in 1915 and died in 

1986. They had no children 

and travelled widely after 

WWII. Walter appears to have 

served in the RAOC and the 

case contained numerous 

postcards from as far afield as 

Baghdad and Pompeii, a much-

thumbed newspaper report of 

their wedding, a pack of 

cigarettes from India and many photographs of Walter in 

uniform, both while serving and with Edna.  

There being no direct descendants, Sue was anxious to 

trace any member of their extended family, hand back the 

little case and find out more. Oh, the power of social media! 

Somebody saw Facebook and contacted Sue. It was none 

other than Walter’s niece, Caroline Ashby, now living in 

Southmoor and previously in Diston’s Lane. She told Sue 

more about the family. But if you have any memories of  

Walter and Edna, you can contact Caroline on 01865 820936 

or email carolianeashby@gmail.com (note spelling). But the 

biggest question remains: why did Walter never reclaim his 

very personal collection of memorabilia? 

Above: Walter himself  
Right: His niece Caroline 

with the long-hidden 
suitcase
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District Councillors’ Drop in  
Chipping Norton’s Labour District Councillors, Geoff Saul, 

Laetisia Carter and Mike Cahill, hold drop in advice sessions 

regularly from 10 to 11.30am on the first Wednesday of every 

month at The Old Mill Coffee House & Bistro at 7 West 

Street. The next date is Wednesday 4 September. Or you can 

contact them at geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk and 

laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk if you have concerns over 

housing, planning, recycling and refuse collection, parking, anti-

social behaviour or any other local issues.  

High Street shop rejuvenated 

Coming soon is a quaint old Victorian-style store replacing 

the empty Kench’s Butchers on Chippy’s High Street. The 

property has been let to local resident Nicola Hogan for a 

dedicated old-fashioned specialist sweet shop. ‘Mr Simms 

Chipping Norton’ will 

be the latest of 80 

worldwide shops in the 

Mr Simms Olde Sweet 

Shoppe franchise which 

started in 2014. There 

will be traditional and 

contemporary sweets, 

and potentially 

handmade chocolate 

collections. ‘Starting Mr 

Simms in our High 

Street was inspired by my father’ Nicola told the News. ‘He 

loved sweets and enjoyed the pick and mix at his residential 

home and reminiscing about music and photos from his past.’ 

Having worked in retail and customer operations for many 

years, including with leading brands, Nicola decided to open 

her own shop. ‘I first wanted to set up in Chipping Norton 

over 15 years ago. However, with the passing of my parents 

after 18 months of illness and care, plus my daughter having 

recently flown the nest, now is the right time to honour my 

father’s memory and set up shop in the town I have lived in 

for many years.’  

Nicola added, ‘As a complete chocoholic myself, I am 

looking forward to the hampers and quirky ranges that we 

will stock along with specialist sweets – we have had a lot of 

requests! Chippy has given me invaluable friendship and 

support. I’m proud to put something back. We have exciting 

sponsorship deals and collaborations with local organisations 

and we’re delighted to work with them. Please look out for 

our logo at local venues!’. Major building works and shop 

fitting take time and Nicola wants the newly renovated shop 

to exceed the highest food standards. Hopefully, the shop will 

be open almost by the time you read this! Nicola loves talking 

to everyone in Chippy and said ‘There will be a welcome for 

all, so come visit and have a chat in our lovely shop. I’m very 

proud of it and know my father would be too’. 

Thrive – can you help? 
Local Chippy charity Thrive 

North-Ox supports local 

children living in desperate 

circumstances – and has had 

a large volume of referral 

requests for help from Pupil 

Support Advisors at local 

schools, Health Visitors and 

local Church groups 

supporting local families in crisis. Many requests are for 

school uniforms for the new year, but Thrive has recently 

helped families in crisis with food vouchers, toiletries, taxis for 

special needs, gym and lido passes, and 22 shoe vouchers. 

Midcounties Co-op has helped by adopting Thrive North-Ox 

and giving local support – running a car wash in the Co-op car 

park and fundraising at Chippy Festival. Thrive need financial 

help to meet these requests and is asking for fundraising 

volunteers – for example, by having friends over for coffee 

and cake; sponsoring a run, ride or swim; giving something up 

for a month; or putting cash in a Thrive jar. It doesn’t have to 

be regular and could just be a one-off. If you think you might 

like to help, Andrea Ratcliffe and the Thrive Team would love 

to hear from you to tell you more about what they are doing 

for our local children in crisis. They thank all who have 

supported them since Thrive started in April 2016. See 

www.thrive-northox.co.uk or call 07391 707292. 

Cotswolds Hotel expands 
September should see the opening of newly built 

accommodation extension at Cotswolds Hotel & Spa at 

Southcombe, alongside the Golf Club. The addition – originally 

designated as 20 self-contained apartments – will be used as 

extra hotel rooms, for holiday use or short-term lets. Owner, 

Mr Glucka Wijesuriya, has made substantial investment in the 

site since taking over and expanding the hotel in 2013. He 

told the News that, in effect, this means over 100 rooms in 

total which should be a boost for the local economy and the 

Town as many guests visit the local area. He said the new 

rooms had been developed to a very high standard. The venue 

has been extremely popular for weddings with many or most 

weekends booked throughout the year. All-inclusive golf 

breaks are also very popular. The hotel has a rooftop jacuzzi 

and hot tub plus all the usual function facilities. 

Nicola’s father – who loved sweets

Chippy’s sweet traditions 
Chipping Norton 

has a long tradition 

of appealing to ‘the 

sweet tooth’. 

Pictured is Mary 

Pulker hard at work 

in the family sweet 

shop at No 19 

Horsefair (now the 

Hair Lounge). Mary 

retired in 1986 and still lives locally. Back in 2005, for our 

‘Sweet Memories’ feature, she told the News she  

remembered ‘space dust and sour apples’ and adults buying 

penny chews but they were four for a penny then, adding 

‘We had bubble gum, shrimps and fried eggs, the same 

things we liked when we were children’.
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Town Clerk – all change! 
In July, Chipping Norton Town 

Councillors paid tribute to 

Town Clerk Vanessa Oliveri 

who, after 22 years’ service at 

the Guildhall, is leaving to 

become Town Clerk at Bourton 

on the Water, where she now 

lives. Vanessa started work at 

the Council back in 1997 

working two hours a day with 

young children at school. She 

became Town Clerk in 2006. She 

told the News she had really 

enjoyed her time with the Town 

Council and will miss all the councillors and her colleagues in 

the office. Don Davidson praised Vanessa’s tireless efforts to 

support the Council, helping with many projects, from 

cemetery repairs and Town Hall renovations, to starting a new 

staff appraisal scheme. She has helped many Town Mayors fulfil 

their duties at formal occasions such as Remembrance Day 

and less formal social events. She has ensured the Town 

Council has met its statutory and financial obligations, 

managed many contracts and services, and of course taken 

hundreds of meeting minutes. Don added ‘all of this with a 

positive attitude and with a smile. She will be greatly missed 

by Mayors and Councillors both past and present. I send her 

my heartfelt thanks for all the help she has given me and wish 

all the very best in her new post.’ 

Chippy’s new Town Clerk, Janine 

Sparrowhawk (pictured) , joined in the 

summer from a previous role at Thame 

Town Council. Her experience of a 

larger town should be valuable here as 

Chippy grows even bigger. Janine, who 

lives in Witney, was recently attained 

her Certificate in Local Administration 

and is already into the busy schedule of 

Council Meetings with a newly elected 

Council. She told the News ‘These are 

exciting times within local councils and I am very pleased to 

be appointed. I have worked within local authorities most of 

my working life. I am very community minded, an Ambassador 

for local Charlbury based charity, SpecialEffect and also a 

volunteer with community based WitneyTV.’ The Chipping 

Norton News Team welcomes Janine to the Town and wishes 

Vanessa the best of luck in her new job.  

Some late Summer fun 
Salford Village Fete Don’t forget to drop in on Saturday 14 

September, noon-4pm. Bar & BBQ, Fun dog show, Children’s 

Races & Fun Area, Tug of War, Tombola, Vintage and Pre-loved 

Clothes, Cakes, Books, Plants, Raffle. Free. Then try the 

Salford Barn Dance later the same day 7–11pm. Live Band 

and Caller (sponsored by K J Millard). Adults £10, includes Pig 

Roast (children under 12 free). Tickets from Sarah Witham on 

07986 300059 or happysqwiff@gmail.com or Holly Davey on 

07817 478984 or hollymillard@hotmail.com. 

Great Rollright School & Yard Sale – the Friends of the 

village primary school are organising a School & Yard Sale with 

refreshments on Saturday 28 September, 1-4pm. Have a clear 

out! The School is hosting a tabletop sale, £10 to take part 

(organisers advertise it and provide maps). All proceeds for 

the School. For more info, or to book a place, call Sam on 

07812 522159 or mail greatrollrightfriends@gmail.com by 23 

September. 

Lido: dogs & Clarkson back! 
The end of the season at 

The Lido in Chipping 

Norton is nearly here, 

with the pool’s last 

public session ending at 

5pm on Sunday 8 

September. As The Lido’s 

fortunes are inextricably 

linked with the weather, 

this season has been 

mixed, to say the least. 

Last but not least is the 

popular annual Dog Swim which is on Sunday 8 September at 

5pm. Furry best friends (and their owners) are welcome back 

to The Lido for another barking mad evening of doggy paddle. 

The cost will be £15 per dog, and all human family and friends 

come in free. Tickets must be booked in advance. Hot food 

and drinks, a donation bar, cold drinks and ice creams will be 

available, along with plenty of Bonios and bowls of water. 

There will inevitably be work to be done during the 

closed season, for which the Lido needs to raise funds, and 

the team is delighted to report that Jeremy Clarkson has once 

again agreed to wield the gavel at the Auction of Promises on 

Friday 15 November. Always an entertaining evening, everyone 

is urged to save the date and look out for details on 

chippylido.co.uk, facebook, Twitter and Instagram (just look 

for ChippyLido). Meanwhile, The Lido is grateful to all their 

patrons, regular or one-off; to neighbours in and around Fox 

Close, who have been patient and accommodating during 

busy periods; and to all Lido staff for dedication throughout 

the season, whether managing peak capacity or working a 

long, slow, rainy shift. The Lido will be back in April 2020! 

Claire Williamson 

Roll up for the MOP 
Chipping Norton’s traditional Mop Fair is here on 19-21 

September – with the town centre closed off as usual and 

one-way traffic using High St and Albion Street. After that 

annual heavy use, Albion Street itself is due some major 

carriage resurfacing – and will be closed at night (8pm-6am) 

from 4 to 8 November for the work to be done.  

CONCERT 
Chipping Norton Town Hall 
Saturday 28 September 

7.30pm 
proceeds in aid of  

HIGHLANDS 
(Age Concern CN) 
Tickets £8 & £6 

from The Theatre (642350)  
For further info call 643320

Vanessa Oliveri bids farewell 
to Mayor Don Davidson
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Bus shelter: another U-turn? 
Last year the News reported how Chipping Norton Town 

Council had decided to remove a bus shelter on Walterbush 

Rd in response to complaints about young people using it 

allegedly being a nuisance. Local bus users were angry as the 

shelter provided bad weather cover in a very exposed area. A 

petition from bus users to the Town Council before 

Christmas saw the Council change their view and agree to 

fund and erect a new, more suitable shelter. Designs were 

agreed and erection was planned for this current new 

financial year. But now, at their July meeting, Town Councillors 

were told this plan may not happen – after a report from the 

Finance & General Purposes Committee that police had 

requested the shelter should not be reinstated, because of a 

risk of antisocial behaviour again. Cllr Laetisia Carter 

expressed strong concerns that the public petition and users’ 

views were now being ignored. The Mayor said it ‘would need 

careful consideration’. Cllr Georgia Mazover will report on 

this to the next F&GP Ctte. 
New dog walking area 
Dog owners will soon have their own designated space to 

exercise their pets at New Street Recreation Ground. 

Chipping Norton Town Council has appointed a contractor 

to erect the necessary fencing and a gate has been purchased. 

Cllr Sandra Coleman, who is on the Council’s Recreation 

Committee responsible for the project, told the News, ‘Once 

erected, dogs will have a space to exercise off-lead which is 

currently not permitted anywhere on the Recreation Ground, 

so this should be an asset for those with dogs, whilst keeping 

the play area clean and safe for children. New signage will 

explain how the area should be used.’ Meanwhile, the Town 

Council is providing two new dog bins on the London Road 

including one along the footpath between Aldi and the 

hospital.  

One Day in Chippy 
As reported in 

July, Chipping 

Norton Museum 

is producing 

another One 

Day in Chippy 

book of photo-

graphs taken by 

local people 

around the Town 

during the 24 

hours of 17 July. 

The Museum’s 

Pauline Watkins 

said, ‘a big thank 

you to those that 

took part and 

sent pictures. We received just over 250 photos and are now 

sorting those that will go into the book. All photos will be on 

display in the Museum at some point. We have albums of the 

photographs that were taken back on 15 July 2009 Chipping 

Norton on a Summer’s Day for anyone interested in seeing 

them.’ The book will hopefully be published by the end of 

November. 

What do you think could be improved to make our town 

centre a more attractive, safe and welcoming place? Chipping 

Norton Town Council is often first port of call for 

complaints about 

everything from 

weeds, scruffy or 

broken signs, dirty 

street furniture, poor 

notice-boards and parking issues, to 

unsightly empty shops or commercial 

sites such as the old hospital (see 

letters). Many of these issues are, 

frustratingly, down to County and 

District Councils who often have 

other priorities or no money. Private 

individuals or companies own the 

shops and empty sites – and may not always have the whole 

Town’s interests top of their priority list. 

But at June’s Town Council meeting, councillors agreed 

with Cllr Nova Bradley that it’s time the Town Council gave 

this some focused attention – either to try and get issues 

sorted by the right people or indeed 

use the Council’s own resources and 

working groups to take action. As 

well as getting more action – for 

example by WODC on parking – 

ideas could include making the 

Town’s emp-

ty properties 

far more 

attractive or 

even putting 

them into 

short term 

use. All this 

may well 

need working 

with local businesses perhaps in a 

more proactive partnership. Cllr 

Bradley is being joined by Cllrs Poole, 

Tysoe and Jarratt to work on this, and 

they will start by getting to grips with 

what all the issues are.  

If you have views – or indeed want to volunteer to help the 

working group – why not contact Cllr Bradley via the Town 

Clerk at the Guildhall – call: 642341 or  email: 

cntownclerk@btconnect.com?

Improving our town centre

Fix those broken railings ... 

Paint that shabby 
telephone box!

Bent poles – do we 
care? 

How long to fix             
this sign?

 One of the 17 July photos – sent in                           
by Peta Simmons
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Turkeys get Ecobrick house 
Are you one of those 

many Chipping Norton 

school children or 

members of the 

community who helped 

stuff plastic into bottles at 

Midcounties Co-op 

supermarket? You can now 

see the results of your 

hard work. Over 1000 of 

the ‘eco-bricks’ have been 

made into a turkey shed 

and visitor benches at 

Fairytale Farm, at 

Southcombe. The Co-op 

asked schools and 

shoppers to bring 

in used plastic 

bottles filled with 

plastic waste, 

which were then 

packed to create 

the eco-bricks. In 

just three months, 

schools gave the equivalent of almost 700 bricks, while Co-op 

members and shoppers contributed enough to create 250. 

Great Rollright Primary School contributed the equivalent of 

357 bricks alone. The initiative was organised by the Co-op as 

part of its 1Change campaign, encouraging people to make 

one small change to their behaviour to help the environment. 

Fairytale Farm mixes fairytales, animals and adventures with a 

range of attractions for children and families. The new 

installations were unveiled in July as part of Co-op Fortnight, 

when all UK co-operatives celebrate acts of mass co-

operation. 

Normandy remembered 
Chipping Norton British Legion, who earlier commemorated 

75 years since the WW2 Normandy landings, have, as they 

expected, found some more names from our town to be 

remembered. A new plaque with two extra names will be 

erected at the War Memorial on Armistice Day in November. 

The Legion’s Steve Kingsford would like to hear of any further 

servicemen or women who should be remembered; please let 

him know as soon as possible. On Tuesday 17 September 

there will also be a short Service of Remembrance at 7.30pm 

to mark the 75th Anniversary of Operation Market Garden. 

As ever, Steve would like to hear stories of local men who 

served in this campaign which culminated in the Battle at 

Arnhem. Contact Steve at stevekingsford@gmail.com, 01295 

780716. 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock has 

a new Exhibition called Normandy 75: Oxfordshire to the 

Orne, open until 3 November. It combines a travelling 

exhibition from the National Army Museum with stories 

collected from around Oxfordshire – told through objects, a 

map of key locations, and quotes from local soldiers who 

served on D Day and beyond.  

Chatterbox is back! 
Chatterbox is a chance to drop in for a chat and a drink on 

Thursday mornings 10.30-noon. It’s at Chipping Norton 

Methodist Church along West Street, and is organised by Age 

Concern Chipping Norton who also run the Highlands Day 

Centre on Burford Road. A welcome back to past members and 

a warm welcome to those, over 60, who would like to join in. 

Pat Lake 

More housing speculation  
10 acres of open land in Chipping Norton, behind The Leys, 

running from Lords Piece Road down to Station Road is up 

for sale by two London-based auctioneers. The large field 

(marked in picture below) includes a stream and woodland. 

The land failed to sell at auction in July and is due to be 

auctioned again on 9 September by Bernard Marcus 

Auctioneers, who suggest a guide price of £950,000. However, 

the agents told the News that they had instructions to accept 

offers of £500,000 and 

were confident of a 

sale before auction 

having already received 

several offers on parts 

of the site. The sales 

brochure suggests 60–

80 homes could be 

built on the land with 

access from Lords 

Piece Road and Station 

Road, and an option of 

some commercial use 

off Station Road. 

Development here was refused planning permission in 1989 

and, after an Inquiry in October 2014, development of 

adjacent land at Westfield Farm was very conclusively 

dismissed by a Planning Inspector because of potential harm 

to the setting of Bliss Mill and conservation area. With more 

than enough land now allocated for new homes at Tank Farm, 

it seems unlikely that planning permission would be granted. 

Friday 27 September 2019                      
noon to 2.30pm 

in the Upper Town Hall, Chipping Norton 
ENTRY, TEA & CAKES FREE! 

U3A is a learning co-operative that welcomes all who are 

no longer in full-time employment to share educational, 

creative & leisure interests. 

Monthly speakers, 18 Special Interest Groups                        

– come & take a look! 

Contact      cnmembership@btinternet.com 

                     or     01608 239819 / 646701 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton 

CHIPPING NORTON 
& AREA                           

OPEN DAY

Top: assembling the 
‘bricks’                                 

Right: the finished 
shed
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Want to buy a Police Station? 
Chipping Norton’s now empty Police Station is finally up for 

sale, now that Thames Valley Police’s remaining small ‘base’ has 

moved in with the Fire Service on Burford Road. Built in 1865, 

and complete with cells, the Police Station is one of the 

Town’s most iconic buildings sitting prominently on the 

London Road/Banbury Road junction. Agents Lambert Smith 

Hampton held three viewing days in July and August. They 

report keen interest from potential purchasers, most, they say, 

interested in converting the building to offices or residential 

use. Any new use of this locally listed building will require 

planning permission and so agents say it will be some time 

before they can divulge the new owner. Way back in 2014, 

when the police first announced a likely sale, Chipping 

Norton Town Council held a very well attended Town Hall 

meeting which supported the idea of buying the building for 

community purposes (museum, visitor centre, community 

facilities, etc.) and some initial feasibility discussions were held. 

The future of the building was discussed again at August’s 

Town Council meeting but the Council agreed it was too late 

to interfere with a private sale. 

Recreation Committee updates 
The Town Council Recreation and Sports Committee heard 

that at New Street playground, the new ‘multiuse’ diablo play 

equipment in the under 7s area (costing £12,359) is proving 

popular. Vandalism of the Zip Wire is causing concerns. New 

goalposts are up. The idea of picnic benches and perhaps a 

toilet have been raised again but funding would be needed. At 

Cornish Rd, the climbing frame needs replacing – costs of 

£17000 were mentioned but it will need a budget set up to 

do it. At Cotswold Crescent, the Council may look at an offer 

of help with a community garden or planting. Finally, the Town 

Council is agreeing to fund up to the remaining £700 needed 

towards setup costs to start a Parkrun in Chipping Norton. 

Great Rollright Market 
Great Rollright has a ‘Market Special – Focus on Food!’ on 

Saturday, 7 September, 9.30–12.30, free entry, in Great 

Rollright Village Hall. There will be a fabulous variety of stalls 

with everything to do with food! Artisan sourdough bread 

baker – North Aston Organics – Local Farm Meats – Roger’s 

deli and fish – Temple Mill’s fabulous food boards – Quirky Tea 

Cosies … and much more. Come for the tastings – come for 

the café! See greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or for 

the latest news facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket. 

Brenda Hayden 

Lawrence Team: new Chair 
At the 2019 AGM of the Lawrence Home Nursing Team on 

26 June, Chair and Trustee Dr Jonathan Moore stepped down. 

Dr Moore had been a partner at West Street Surgery. He and 

Jane Phillips, West Street’s District Nurse, were present when, 

in the last month of his life, in January 1999, Dr Martin 

Lawrence wrote guidelines of what was to become a home 

nursing service for the Chipping Norton area. After his death, 

it was named the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. Dr Moore 

has been a dedicated Chair and Trustee for 14 years and 

during his time as Chair, the work of the nurses has expanded 

to include Bloxham and Hook Norton. The services continue 

to be free to the patient, while the Trustees, headed by the 

Chairman and supported by the people of Chipping Norton 

and surrounding villages, provide nurses’ wages and 

administration costs through the charity’s fundraising, 

donations, sponsorship and covenants.  

Since the launch of the Team in May 1999 nurses have 

made 5,900 visits to 875 patients, providing almost 30,000 

Outgoing Chair, Dr Jonathan Moore pictured with the Team
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hours of care. Dr Moore leaves the Chair’s post of the charity 

in the safe hands of Tony Yarrow and in the knowledge that 

demand for its services will continue to grow as will its 

financial foundations. Our gratitude and best wishes for the 

future go to Dr Moore. The Trustees and Team are very 

grateful to Tony Yarrow, a Trustee for six years and founder of 

local business, Wise Investment now Oak Investment 

Partnership, who was appointed Chair at the AGM.  

Annette Lawrence and Verity Fifer  

Rollright Stones developments 
Following the big success 

of July’s Moonstones 

concert, the Rollright 

Stones have enjoyed near 

record-breaking summer 

visitors. With new 

fencing completed, the 

copses being gradually 

tidied up and the front 

footpaths being fully 

restored in September plus consistent mowing and general 

fettling, the Kings Men and Whispering Knights areas are kept 

up to scratch. Exciting news coming shortly will concern the 

Kings Stone field and probable car parking improvements. 

Other fantastic sympathetic projects are planned to improve 

the site. Volunteers and Wardens are always needed to do the 

occasional shift on good weather days at weekends and bank 

holidays. Anyone with an interest in archaeology and stone 

circles can also get involved in this fascinating and important 

place of local history. Please get in touch for more 

information at www.rollrightstones.co.uk, Facebook: Rollright 

Stones Trust and Twitter: @Rollright for all the latest updates 

or contact us to go on to the new mailing list 

Robin Smitten – Trustee & Warden/Site Manager 

On at the Library 
Over 250 young readers started this year’s ‘Space Chase’ 

Summer Reading Challenge – a record for Chipping Norton 

Library so, thank you to everyone for taking part! Space 

Chasers have until Saturday 14 September to complete the 

challenge and collect their medals and certificates. The 

Oxfordshire Reads prize draw ends soon. Prizes include 

tickets to the Oxford Playhouse, Chipping Norton Theatre 

and the Wychwood Brewery. Drop by and complete an entry 

card, free of charge, before Saturday 7 September.  

Sing & Sign sessions with Emily from Sing & Sign 

Oxfordshire will be starting again on Monday 9 September at 

the new time of 1.30–2pm. These fun sessions can help you 

communicate with your baby before speech and they’re free. 

No need to book, just come along.  

Gadget Advice with Age UK will recommence on Tuesday 

10 September from 10am to 12 noon. If you’re flummoxed by 

your smartphone or want to get more from your iPad then 

bring your phone/tablet/laptop to an hour-long, one-to-one 

advice session with Stephen or Chris from Age UK. These 

sessions are free but booking is absolutely essential. Contact 

the Library on 643559 to book your place. To check times and 

dates of any of our events visit the Oxfordshire Libraries 

website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries. 

Sally Moore – Library Manager 

Movies in Churchill 
The next Screen by the Green at Churchill and Sarsden Village 

Hall is Stan and Ollie on Friday 13 September – telling the real 

life story of Laurel & Hardy, one of the world’s great comedy 

teams, setting out on a variety hall tour of Britain in 1953. No 

longer young, and with their golden Hollywood era now 

behind them, they face uncertain futures. However, although 

the charm and beauty of their performances shine through, 

the long-buried ghosts of the past and Oliver’s failing health 

start to threaten their precious partnership. Starring Steve 

Coogan and John C Reilly, this is a gentle, sweet story of these 

two legendary comics – about love and friendship, triumph 

though adversity. Superb performances, big laughs, and 

genuinely touching moments. This is a film & supper evening – 

£20 meal at The Chequers, main course 6pm and dessert 

after the film – booking essential. All films start 7.30pm; tickets 

£5. To book, ring Jackie on 659903 or email 

screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Shakespeare Rocks  
Once again, the Year 6 children of St Mary’s CE Primary 

School in Chipping Norton came up trumps with their 

performance at the Theatre of Shakespeare Rocks by Steve 

Titford. This script is a gift for children to sing up, act out and 

to move it – which they did with obvious enthusiasm. There 

were singing, rapping and great street dancing skills, all woven 

into a fast-moving, up-beat presentation. The whole 

production was wonderfully staged with amazing costumes 

and a projected back drop allowing smooth scene changes. 

From the opening with the comical duo Aubrey and Al, as the 

Narrators, guiding us through a whistle stop tour of episodes 

from William Shakespeare’s life, the children sang a variety of 

catchy songs alongside some great choreography. Will’s 
Wonderful Words gave an opportunity for rapping and No Girls 
Allowed followed a hilarious sequence explaining girls dressed 

as boys dressed as girls! More rocking and rapping came in 

Show in the Globe and Don’t Mention Mac must surely bring to 

life the Bard of Stratford’s legacy. Romeo and Juliet added a 

lovely touch with their solos and together led the whole cast 

into Romeos and Juliets – adding a romantic touch!  

Then it was on to the play with All the World’s a Stage with 

the enthusiastic cast’s fitting finale To Be or Not To Be with clear, 

tuneful singing, a rocking beat and lots of humour. An 

appreciative audience of proud mums and dads and friends 

were rewarded with a sparkling encore. Steve Titford has 

cleverly woven Shakespeare’s characters into this fast-moving 

piece of theatre and the children rose to the parts with some 

very comedic performances from the Beer Seller, Builders, 

Minstrels and Sorcerers, with Painters, Fans, men, women and 

Actors all playing their part. Hats off to Will who, together 
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with the other main character parts, kept the performance 

bouncing along – Elizabeth I had that royal wave down to a ‘T’! 

Well done to all the Year 6 pupils and many thanks to staff and 

other adults who supported the children, in making 

Shakespeare Rocks a most enjoyable performance! 

Jo Graves 

Beach day at Beech Haven 
All the residents and staff 

members at Beech Haven 

care home in Chipping 

Norton had a day to 

remember, by having a 

beach day within the 

home during the summer 

– with lots of sandcastles 

being made, ice creams 

being eaten and 

memories shared by both 

residents and staff. They 

are now getting ready for 

the harvest festival service at the home on 28 August. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Sandra Stowe – Leisure Co-ordinator Beech Haven 

Friday night is bingo night 
Make a date on Friday 20 September for the next Friday bingo 

evening in Great Rollright, raising money for local village 

causes. With a relaxed atmosphere, everyone is welcome – 

bring a group and have a laugh. Games run from 7.30pm to 

around 9.15pm. Bar, refreshments and real cash prizes. This is 

a non profit-making event and all proceeds go to the Village 

Hall, Primary School and Parish Church development. Doors 

open 7pm. Future dates: 18 October and 15 November. Eyes 

Down, Look In! More from grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

170 years of Hooky Brewery 
Hook Norton 

Brewery are 

celebrating this 

summer! First, for 

their Festival of Fine 

Ales – they had 60 

unique beers on sale, 

including a special 

brew called ‘Major 

Force’ to mark the 

sad passing of Major, 

their shire horse  

(pictured) who served the brewery for 16 of his 22 years, 

including doing some memorable TV work and appearing on 

a Royal Mail stamp. In September the Brewery marks 170 

years of beer and brewing. Events lined up include: Open Tap 

Tasting evening at the Brewery on 11th (6-10pm); Hooky on 

Tour on 12th will see local pubs visited with samples of ‘170’ 

limited edition beers; on Saturday 14th you can Party Like It's 

1849 (6pm to late) with Jazz band, street food, beer tent, gin 

bar – tickets £5 from brewery; Sunday Fun Day on 15th, noon 

to 5pm free, with stalls, brass band, steam engines, dog show, 

bouncy castle and much more. Brewery Managing Director 

James Clarke wants to see all friends and customers there to 
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remember his Great Great Grandfather who set up as a 

Hook Norton maltster all those years ago.   

Baking for the Homeless 

On Saturday 3 August three young Chippy school friends held 

a bake sale in The Leys to raise money for the Oxford 

Homeless Project. Harriet Gallimore sent the News the 

wonderful story that Annabel, Hannah, Jessica (all 7) and Elliot 

(5) put a selection of cakes and cookies for sale whilst Tobi (7) 

ran a tombola stall with a huge number of fantastic prizes. 

Friends and neighbours came to support their efforts and 

everyone had a lot of fun! The children said, ‘It was incredible 

– everything went and it was so much fun. The money we 

raised will hopefully help a lot of people’, ‘Tobi and me were 

doing the tombola, our table was full and then it was empty!’ 

‘I loved the bake sale, it was so cool, everyone who did it 

worked so hard and it really paid off. Hopefully it will help 

people who need it.’ ‘It was the best day. It was good because 

we raised £165 and we raised it all for charity and lots of 

people came’. Well done all! 

Chadlington News update 
Café de la Post has been doing well 

over the summer under new 

management. The café saw a group 

of regular customers surprise 

previous owners Martin and Jackie 

Chapman with the presentation of 

a picture of the shop, painted by 

local artist Susan Neale. 

Chadlington Parish Council is 

planning to renovate, replace and 

add to the village stock of benches 

and picnic tables over the next 

year or so. Some benches can be 

sponsored and/or be marked with 

a plaque in memory of a loved one. Residents can contact the 

Parish Clerk on 676951 or via 

chadlingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com if they have ideas and 

offers to be involved in this project. Chadlington Apple Day 

and car boot sale is on 28 September, noon-6pm (see page 

17). There are Art workshops on 4 and 28 October at Sandys 

House in Chadlington (see Arts p21). 

Katharine House events 
ABBA Extravaganza This Money, Money, Money fundraiser 

for Katharine House Hospice is on Saturday 7 September at 

Banbury’s General Foods Social Club. With leading tribute 

band Planet ABBA and great local band Under The Covers. 

100% of ticket sales and proceeds go towards the Hospice 

bed appeal in memory of Quentin Bowser. Tickets from 

www.khh.org.uk/abba-extravaganza. 

Friday health walks weekly, starting from the Hospice. Led 

by a friendly, specially trained volunteer, you can join an 

organised walk around nearby beautiful countryside – open 

to families, carers, patients, supporters, and volunteers. A 

typical walk may last up to 60 minutes. Just turn up, but check 

beforehand that it’s going ahead. Refreshments available after 

the walk. Information from Hannah.Mozelewski@khh.org.uk. 

The Oxford Half Marathon  Sunday 13 October. Why not 

run and support Katharine House. Secure your place for £40, 

or register as an ‘own place’ runner at 

getinvolved@khh.org.uk to be part of Team Katharine. 

Wingwalking 2020 21 May 2020 an amazing experience 

with the world’s most experienced wingwalking team. It’s 

something for the bucket list. Take to the skies on the top 

wing of a Boeing Stearman biplane and experience flypasts, 

zoom climbs, and steep dives in front of the family and friends. 

More at www.khh.org.uk/wingwalk.  

Hooky Alternative Race for Life 
Please save the date! The 10th Hooky Alternative Race for Life 

will take place on Sunday 6 October, 3pm at The Sun Inn, 

Hook Norton. Over the past nine years, the pink runners 

have raised over £13,800 for Cancer Research UK! Please 

join the local CRUK fundraising team this year to help take 

the total over £15,000. Entry forms will be available in Hook 

Norton Village Shop and The Sun in September, but feel free 

to contact me (gillbegnor@live.co.uk) if you live outside 

Hook Norton or want to secure your place early! 

Gill Begnor 

Can we join you in Chippy? 
We are a perfectly formed, house-trained, friendly, 
talented firm of lawyers looking to rent office space  
in Chipping Norton. We also happen to be a Top 200 

Law Firm who takes a real pride in delivering 
excellent customer service and are accredited with 

Investors in People at the Gold standard. 
We have tried conventional search methods without 
success. We are now calling on the good people of 

Chippy to aid us in our quest! 
If you can introduce us to something we lease, not 
only will we make a donation of £500 to a charity of 
your choice, we’ll even let you cut the ribbon at our 

opening party! 
If you can help please contact Shaun Jardine on 

telephone number 07866447603                                      
or email shaunjardine@brethertons.co.uk 

www.brethertons.co.uk 
Twitter: @brethertonsllp  

Offices: Banbury, Bicester and Rugby 
The Knowledge Within® 
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Robert James (Bob) Brindle  
The family of Bob Brindle sadly 

announce his death at the age of 86. 

Bob was born on 13 March 1933 in 

Chipping Norton; his family owned 

the William Brindle newsagents & 

stationery shop in High Street (now 

the TSB bank) and the associated 

printing business. After local school he 

boarded at Christ’s Hospital, learned 

printing in Oxford, and graduated 

from Nottingham University with a 

BA in Industrial Economics. In 1956 he married Lorna Coram 

of Leys Approach at the Baptist Chapel, shortly after their 

wedding he was called up for National Service. 

After working as an accountant for Dunlop Rubber, in 

1960, now with two children, Bob returned to Chippy to 

work in the family business. In 1964 following the death of his 

grandmother the shop was sold, and after the retirement of 

his parents he continued to run the printing business as 

‘Brindle Printing Ltd’ from premises behind High Street. 

In 1965 Bob was elected as an Independent to Chipping 

Norton Borough Council, he served as Chairman of the 

Finance Committee 1967-68, Chairman of the Housing 

Committee 1968-71, and Mayor (like his father) 1967-68. 

In 1971, following their divorces, Bob married Daphne 

Knapman, they celebrated their 47th wedding anniversary last 

year. He was very proud of his family, saying that they had, 

between them, three children, seven grandchildren and three 

great grandchildren.  

In the same year Bob sold Brindle Printing Ltd and left 

Chippy to work for the new owners. By the time he retired 

he had been General Manager of James Burn Binders for 23 

years, which was by then a division of Standex Corporation of 

USA. In retirement he enjoyed an active social life, playing golf 

and travelling widely. 

Earlier this year Bob and Daphne moved to Penhurst 

Gardens Care Home, where he enjoyed receiving visitors 

until shortly before his death in the care home on 20 July. A 

memorial service was held on 21 August at Milton-under-

Wychwood, please make any donations to the Air Ambulance. 

Simon Brindle 

20 mph zones coming soon 
As previously reported, Chipping Norton Town Council, with 

agreement from the County, is going ahead with 20 mph 

zones in many of the roads near and around the town centre. 

New signage is being purchased. Total estimated costs are 

around £16,000. Cllr Mark Walker from the Traffic Advisory 

Committee told the July Council meeting that the scheme 

would be good for the Town. The Council will need to 

consider how to publicise the benefits of the project. 

Meanwhile, latest police statistics for West Oxfordshire show 

persistent speeding near schools. In Chippy, new signs have 

been installed near the schools (but outside the new 

compulsory speed zones) that flash to show ‘advisory’ 20 

mph limits at the beginning and end of school days – acting as 

a deterrent to speeding. Roads into the Town all have speeding 

issues: in 2018 a shocking 1668 drivers were caught by 

cameras speeding along the Worcester Road entering Chippy.  

Tea Set loves local loaves 
The best is local! Chipping Norton Tea Set has signed up to 

sell, over the counter, famous sourdough loaves from Mark’s 

Cotswold Bakery – all 

made exclusively from 

flour supplied by local 

specialist mill 

Matthews Cotswold 

Flour of Shipton-

under-Wychwood. The 

tearoom’s owner, 

Victoria Wills, decided 

the Tea Set should 

make its sandwiches 

and breakfasts using 

Mark’s sourdough 

loaves. Now, in 

recognition of the 

unique taste and 

quality, she is following 

Mark’s lead by using Matthews’ flours for all their delicious 

handcrafted cakes. The mill’s Bertie Matthews said he was 

thrilled with the three-way partnership – all happening within 

a seven-mile radius – and no doubt he is a customer of the 

Tea Set himself. Victoria said she was delighted to use the local 

suppliers to provide high-quality products using the best 

locally sourced ingredients. 

Matthews Cotswold Flour is also sponsoring a new 

category for ‘Best Restaurant or Gastro Pub bread’ at the 

Tiptree World Bread Awards in London. If you nominate a 

restaurant or pub where you love the bread, you can enter a 

prize draw to win a £150 meal out (bread included, obviously). 

To take part, visit the Matthews website or any of its social 

media channels – Facebook/Twitter/Instagram.  

Free flour for Macmillan baking 
If you fancy baking something for a Macmillan World’s Biggest 

Coffee morning (on 27 September), then you can rush out 

and get a free bag of Matthews Cotswold Flour (first come, 

first served) from Twelve PR, 12 The High Street (above 

WHSmith) in Chipping Norton. Collect by 25 September. Call 

Nicky on 495014 before you go, to make your promise and 

check supplies. 

Mark Woodgate, Bertie Matthews  &  
Victoria Wills pictured in the 

Chipping Norton Tea Set recently 
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Climate Emergency: who 
should take the lead? 
With such a complex issue and a 

responsibility to future generations, it 

does seem like time for action, but where 

do we – and the Town Council – start? 

Some local Chippy actions have been 

‘grass-roots’ with Transition Chipping 

Norton (TCN), Low Carbon Hook Norton, and many 

enthusiasts, including young people, leading the way. Some of 

us take personal actions, such as turning off lights, remote 

controls, dropping central heating a degree, recycling, avoiding 

plastic packaging, buying fewer consumer products, walking, 

cycling or using public transport where possible. Local 

supermarkets  and shops have got involved. 

National Government, with time and commitment, can set 

policies and direct funds – but we have the County, District 

and even Town Councils declaring a Climate Emergency, and 

they could make a real difference. But what does this mean 

exactly? A big responsibility will lie with West Oxfordshire 

District Council (yes, they’ve declared the Emergency) under 

their planning and building control umbrellas. But how to 

ensure that new homes are carbon neutral when national 

legislation does not require this? WODC, in a packed Witney 

meeting last month, revealed steps to help the District 

become carbon neutral by 2030. These include cutting down 

on single-use plastics, introducing more electric vehicle 

charging points and requiring all taxis to be emission free 

within six years. Witney Town Council have their own Action 

Plan. Oxfordshire County Council has responsibility for 

highways (yes, those HGV routes) and transport including 

public transport. How will they take action?  

Chipping Norton Climate action 
Locally – at  community level, action can both ‘do something 

direct’ and also influence public authorities and businesses. 

Well attended town meetings this summer (organised by 

TCN) and the Town Council have discussed many ideas for 

local action. Here is a flavour.  

• Town Council action Chippy Council’s proposed 

‘declaration’ says they, with all public bodies, have a duty 

help stop climate change. Their written pledges would 

include: making the Council and its contractors ‘carbon 

neutral’ by 2030 latest; setting ambitious goals for, and 

working with, local organisations on carbon reduction 

alongside local prosperity; and reporting their actions 

twice a year. Cllr Sandra Coleman and a small working 

group will look at next steps and action. 

• Your own energy footprint You can calculate your own 

‘environmental footprint’ and plan accessible actions to 

reduce it. At TCN’s July meeting, Ben Vanheems presented 

an online tool which can be found at tiny.cc/ecofp. He also 

explained how to switch energy supplier easily, using 

BigCleanSwitch.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• A Plastics Action Group was launched amidst discussion 

about the best way to achieve a reduction in the use of 

plastics by supermarkets without damaging local 

independent traders who are already using sustainable 

packaging. Details www.transitionchippingnorton.org. 

• Sustainable town ideas Early discussions included a tree 

planting group (including fundraising and grafting 

workshop), protecting the Millennium Wood, a group to 

help switching to sustainable energy, a group or shop 

supplying packaging-free/refill products, encouraging 

sustainable transport, and setting planning requirements so 

all local new builds meet high sustainability and community 

conditions. These should include solar panels, ground or air 

source heat pumps instead of gas central heating, triple 

glazing and electric car charging points.  

• The Voice of the People There is a talk and workshop 

on ‘The Voice of the People’ on 18 September at 7.45 in the 

Lower Town Hall. 

• World Car-Free Day is on 22 September. Will you 

pledge to do without your car that day? Let the News know 

what alternative arrangement you made to travel: walk, 

cycle, bus, train or facetime, for example, to inspire us all! 

Transition Chipping Norton is holding monthly Emergency 

Action+Learning meetings (7.45pm on the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month, in the Lower Town Hall) and to discuss progress 

on all the ideas. Details www.transitionchippingnorton.org  

Climate Emergency and Action 
In August, Chipping Norton Town Council voted to declare a Climate and Ecology Emergency – 

this follows recent national attention on the issue with experts claiming climate change could be 
irreversible in 12 years. Locally over 150 people came to a packed Transition Chipping Norton 

meeting in June to look at what can we do here. Here’s an update:

• ‘All hands On Deck’ A Chippy 

campaign is being started 

(tiny.cc/tcnemerg), seeking volunteers 

for activity/event planning, fundraising, 

recording activities, publicity, graphics, 

liaising with press, networking and 

general admin. To offer help, email 

TransitionChippingNorton@gmail.com. 
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KEEPING US SAFE

where men and women interested in joining the service for 

however many hours per week can have a taster, climbing 

ladders and using breathing apparatus. ‘We will train you!’ says 

Simon. So what about the job 

itself? What percentage of fires 

make up the total number of 

call-outs these days? It would 

appear that road traffic 

accidents are on the rise, 

whereas house fires tend to be 

decreasing, mostly due to the 

fact that new homes are safer 

and are built with smoke 

alarms installed. Most house 

fires occur in the kitchen 

where pans are left unattended. 

Simon said that call-outs 

average about 140 per annum, 

which shows that preventive measures the fire service take 

great pains to promote are working. 

Professionals in the community And how do the 

firefighters cope with some of the traumas they have to deal 

with? Simon described the elaborate and effective structure 

for debriefing, defusing and counselling those affected, just the 

same as for all the emergency services. Chipping Norton Fire 

Service is not just for fire and rescue. Simon is proud that it 

is very much part of the community, helping with snow 

clearance, putting up the bunting for the Chiplitfest and 

showing up with the fire engine at fetes and schools. You have 

only to ask!  Long overdue, the police and fire services are 

now working together in the same building. A charming man, 

let’s hope Simon stays with us for many years to come. 

Keeping Safe: Electric Blanket Testing Thursday     
24 October – in Chipping Norton. Call 01993 861000 to 

book your appointment. 

Working as a firefighte – It’s a long time since horse-

drawn fire engines were 

summoned by the 

ringing of a bell atop the 

Town Hall. Today’s 

appliances are equipped 

with a staggering 

amount of heavy-duty 

tools to deal with any 

problem, from massive 

cutters for freeing 

people from vehicles to 

breathing apparatus for 

entering buildings on fire 

and, of course, first aid 

and defibrillators. This is 

the tip of the iceberg but 

gives an idea of what a 

trained firefighter needs 

to get to grips with. 

Simon has been with the Fire Service all his working life, 

starting as a ‘retained’ firefighter (on call-out duty while 

working at another job), then becoming full-time in 1998. He 

was then an Instructor and came to Chippy as Station 

Manager three years ago. He is proud of being local and sees 

the Station as being part of the community. ‘It’s your Station, 

why don’t you come and have a look?’ he says.  

‘Have A Go’ and training On that note, there are always 

recruitment possibilities. As the new Oxfordshire Chief Fire 

Officer, Rob MacDougall said recently ‘Firefighters need 

common sense, good communication skills and an ability to 

learn. They don’t necessarily need academic qualifications. 

Some of our officers left school with no formal exams.’ Simon 

plans to hold a ‘Have A Go’ session on Saturday 12 October 

Simon Sumners 
Station Manager – Chipping Norton Fire Station 

This summer sees the newly renovated Chipping Norton’s Fire Station up the Burford Road 
welcome Police colleagues – who have moved in there as their local base after leaving the old 

Police Station. The News Team’s Gay Holden went to meet Fire Station Manager Simon Sumners 
to find out about his job and how he connects with the community.

Police update 
Standing for Police Commissioner Chipping Norton’s 
District and Town Councillor Laetisia Carter has just been 
selected by Constituency Labour Parties in the Thames Valley 
as the Labour candidate for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner election to be held in 2020. The current TV 
Commissioner is Conservative Anthony Stansfield who beat 
Laetisia in the last election for the post in May 2016 by 
202,396 to 172,717, using first and second preference votes. 
For 2020 the Conservative candidate will be Matthew Barber, 
the current Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner.  

Local crime statistics – There were 288 crimes reported 

in the Chipping Norton area in the second quarter (April-

June). They included: violence and sexual offences 53, 

antisocial behaviour 34, thefts 23, criminal damage/arson 20, 

burglary 12, shoplifting 11, drugs 5, public order 4, weapon 

possession 3, vehicle crime 22, other 1. 

Simon Sumners, Chippy’s  
current Fire Station Manager

Chippy has a long & proud 
firefighting heritage –  the 1906 

crew winners of the National Hose 
Cart  Challenge Shield 

Photo: CN Museum
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September Gardening Column 
I’ve been gardening for some years now 

but I find it really difficult to predict 

how things will turn out.  One year is 

poor for apples, the next a glut; one 

year my potatoes are prolific, another 

sees them blighted. What seems to 

mark this year in your garden or 

allotment? Are your beans cropping 

poorly this year?  Both my French and 

runner beans were rich in foliage but they 

flowered poorly and the crop is sparse. 

What’s your experience? 

Here’s the latest news of local gardening clubs   
Chippy Horticultural Association has just finished visits to 

Meadow Farm Gardens, Hidcote and Kiftsgate, Trentham 

Gardens and Cogges Manor Farm (the winter cycle begins on 

October – check www.cnha.uk for future events). 

September is showtime in Charlbury (see the village 

website). A coffee morning is at the Charlbury Corner House 

on 12 October with the Garden Society AGM a week later. 

The Stonesfield Gardening Club’s summer break ends 

Monday 9 September 7.30pm with a talk about Growing 

under Cover. On 14 October they will be visited by Chrissie’s 

Owl Rescue. Full details on the website 

http://stonesfieldgardening.info. 

Enstone Horticultural Society’s show took place at the 

annual village show in early August.  Some impressive entries 

from children!  What about your kids? 

Recently formed Rollright Garden Club looks forward to a 

professionally led tour of the gardens at Wadham College, 

Oxford – and perhaps another college – on Wednesday 28 

August, and on 3 September a talk by local author/gardener 

John Shortland entitled Why can’t my garden look like that?  

Easy Ways to Create a Beautiful Garden of Your Own.  Venue: 

Village Hall from 7.30pm. Guests welcome £3.  Details from 

Sue Glasson via merrymoons@me.com. 

It was only a couple of months ago that I cut down the 

last flowering of my tulips and the catalogues promoting next 

season’s plantings have already hit the doormat. It’s worth 

ordering now – lots of companies give earlybird offers for  in 

September and you get the pick of the full range. 

Andrew Hornung 

Apple Days 
Chippy’s Community 
Orchard’s Heather Leonard 

says ‘Put 20 October in the 

diary for the annual 

celebration of the fruit 

season. ‘PICK ME NOW’ 

notices were appearing in 

August on plum and apple trees, and just a few will remain on 

the trees for the wassailing and dancing on Apple Day from 

noon-3pm. Save your windfalls for apple pressing on the day. 

Watch for more details in October’s News’.   

Chadlington Apple Day is noon-6pm Saturday 28 

September at the Memorial Hall (OX7 3LX), raising funds for 

the local playgroup. There will be all the usual 

opportunities for adults to enjoy the fruits of the 

season, including cider and apple juice plus games, 

activities and rides for children. There will also be 

a car boot sale, food and live music.  

Down on the allotments 
Allotments holders – including in Chippy – 

seem to have had a mixed 

summer. One team member 

with a Wm Fowler plot 

reports, ‘Our globe artichokes 

went absolutely bonkers this 

year and we have great beetroot, potatoes and onions.  

Courgettes, tomatoes and beans are slow, though, and chillies, 

peppers and aubergines all failed. Something ate all our little 

pea and mange-tout plants (twice) and our neighbours ate 

our strawberries (I am very pleased they didn’t go to waste 

whilst we were away!)’. Another reports: ‘Gooseberry bush 

loaded, rhubarb delicious, raspberries prolific but we only got 

a few sticks of rhubarb’.  

September food delights 
With bumper veg and fruit 

crops such as beetroot and 

blackberries – why not join a 

national leaning towards a 

healthier and more vegetable-

based diet – with these 

autumn recipes from News 

Team’s Judy Buckingham? 

A Tasty Rosti Beetroot, finding favour recently, makes the 

basis for great rosti to accompany any meal. Ingredients: 2 

large potatoes, 1 large beetroot, 1 small red onion, chopped 

green herbs to taste, a tbsp of plain flour and a teaspoon of 

horseradish sauce. Par boil potatoes and when cool, grate 

together with the beetroot and some garlic (optional) and 

fresh herbs. Add flour and seasoning and form into burger 

shapes. Fry in sunflower oil. 

Blackberry & Apple cake Blackberries are rife in our 

hedgerows and traditionally mixed with apples to make 

hearty puddings. You could mix with cream, yoghurt and 

crushed meringues for a lighter pudding but how about this 

cake for a teatime treat? Ingredients: 250gms of self-raising 

flour, 175gms of butter, 175 gms of light brown sugar, 2 large 

eggs, 250gms of blackberries and a small eating apple, half a 

teaspoon of cinnamon and orange zest, 2 tablespoons of 

demerara sugar for topping. Line a medium sized loaf tin. Rub 

together the flour, butter and sugar. Take 5 tablespoons of the 

mix and add cinnamon to retain for the topping. Grate the 

apple and mix with eggs and zest and add most of the 

blackberries to the dry and ingredients. Fold in egg mix with 

a metal spoon. Place mixture in loaf tin. Add the dry topping 

with remaining blackberries. Bake for 1hr 20 mins at 190° (fan 

oven 160°). Leave to cool. 

LOCAL FEATURE

Good for growing and eating! 
Here’s a local gardening round up from our Enstone enthusiast, plus, as the season ends, news of 

Apple Days and bumper allotment crops plus some recipes to use them
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Here’s a colourful round up of some of summ
elsewhere! We hope readers found time to enj

occasional stor

Chipping Norton turned out in force in the Town Centre on 

Sunday 30 June for a return of a successful and very 

enjoyable Town Festival. A 

terrific chance for the 

community to join in a 

day of fun and also raise 

funds for many good 

causes. Well done to the 

Festival Committee and 

everybody involved. 

Beverley Lane from the 

Festival team wrote this 

for the News: ‘We would like to say a HUGE thank you to all 

those who came along and supported the Town Festival. A 

great time was had by all, 

with great music, stalls 

and food. We would 

particularly like to thank 

our sponsors, Owen 

Mumford, Midcounties 

Co-operative, The Real 

Wood Company, 

Chancellors and the 

Town Council for their 

generous support and 

for making the day possible. Many thanks too to all our 

performers who generously gave their time to support the 

Festival: Apollo 

Syndrome, Atticus, 

Cloud 9, Good Intent, 

Amy Bee and the 

Pollinators, Grace, 

Jasmine Faulkner, Neva 

Mynd, Churches 

Together, Rhythm is 

Life, The St Mary’s 

School Singing Club 

and The Folk, Gospel & 

Blues Band. 

All profits from the Festival will go towards local 

societies and organisations and will be presented on 

Saturday 28 September at The Autumn Concert held in the 

Town Hall at 7.30pm. The Concert is in aid of Highlands Day 

Centre. Tickets are available from the Theatre. 

Plans will be getting underway for next year’s Festival in 

late September. We would love to hear from anyone 

interested in joining the Planning Committee or who would 

be willing to help on the day. For further details, please 

contact us at cntownfestival@gmail.com. 

Revd Toby Artis from St Mary’s Ch

on 6 July, an amazing 1200 peo

Chipping Norton Common from 

with St Mary’s community event f

running: Pandemonium in the Par

a truly wonderful day seeing so

community come together. W

from all generations of the fami

From live music, a magician to 

climbing wall, face painting, hair

more, there really was something

of this fuelled by delicious food,

course! One of the biggest privileg

hopes and dreams of so many, tag

wall. And with the buzz, and fun t

having, it just went to show the po

community can continue to flour

person commented on the day sa

atmosphere, loads going on and 

community, all for free. What a

are!’And another said, ‘I found 

inspiring in its generosity and outr

community – church at its best!’ 

are so many people to thank,

and partners, so really, we want to

you to everyone who came alo

what gave the day such a strong 

community. We’re already ve

about what’s in store for next 

Christ to you all from St Mary’

Our memorable 
Summer draws to a close with thoughts new and old of returns to schoo
Seaside holidays, places new, but perhaps for some of us now – our 
While some 

Ch ippy i t e s  

took to the 

skies in aero-

planes over 

the summer, 

Alison from 

the News 
Team was 

spotted drifting up, up and away in the blue 

yonder in a basket celebrating a significant 

birthday. 

Judy’s bucket list 

a trip to a Lords t

seen so many tim

but ‘actually 

with all the n

heady atmosphe

big thrill. The 

England actuall

game (against Ir

a bonus. Last 

Wimbledon .....

what lies ahead f

Write and tell the News your mem

Chippy’s Town Festival fun

Pandemonium in 

Photos with thanks to: CN Town Festival, Paul Fisher, Malc

SUMMER RO
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summer activity – both in the Town and 
o enjoy some summer sun and avoid the 

al storms! 

Country Markets Centenary 
Chippy Market celebrated the 

Centenary of Country Markets on 13 

July with Lady Mayoress Peta Simmons 

cutting the cake and drawing raffle 

prizes, which enabled the market to 

present the local Air Ambulance with a 

cheque for £100. Originated by the 

Women’s Institute, Chipping Norton 

can trace their first Country Market 

back to August 1971. It operates in the 

Lower Town Hall from 9 to 11am on 

Saturday mornings, selling local produce 

including cakes, fruit and vegetables plus 

local craft. More information available 

from Elizabeth or Tony on 641002. 

y’s Church reports that 

200 people gathered on 

n from 12-3pm to join in 

vent for the second year 

the Park. Toby said ‘It was 

eing so many from our 

. We welcomed people 

he family that afternoon. 

ian to bubble football, a 

g, haircuts and so much 

mething for everyone. All 

s food, and beverages of 

t privileges was seeing the 

many, tagged on the graffiti 

nd fun that everyone was 

w the potential of how our 

to flourish together.’ One 

e day saying ‘A wonderful 

on and a great sense of 

What a lucky town we 

ound the whole event 

nd outreach to the whole 

s best!’ Toby added ‘there 

hank, including volunteers 

want to say a huge thank 

me along, because that’s 

strong sense of authentic 

y very excited thinking 

r next year! Blessings in 

Mary’s Church.’ 

able summer 
o school and the inevitable story of ‘What I did in my holidays’. 

– our ‘bucket list’. Some sample News Team experiences….  

This summer Chippy has blossomed 

with superb hollyhocks particularly 

near St Mary’s Church, Church Lane 

and Spring Street, partly thanks to a 

local enthusiast who has grown many 

plants from seed and tucked them in 

safely to nooks and crannies in the 

pavement. The flower’s name orginates 

from the mid 1400s ‘holihoc’ from Old 

English ‘holi’ meaning ‘holy’ + ‘hokke’ 

meaning ‘mallow’, so the many stems 

near the church are growing in a very 

appropriate place. Conversely many of 

the Woodstock hollyhock blooms seem 

to have disappeared recently, prompting 

a reader to pen the following poem: 

Hollyhocks 
Woodstock, ’til now the centre of the world 

of hollyhocks, has lost its handsome crop 

of towering stems and vivid petals, curled 

and furled. Some jobs-worth person had to stop 

the beautiful distracting wild display, 

to clear and tidy, sweep it all away. 

So for Chippy now the way is clear 

to shake off modesty and quickly claim 

the crown that Woodstock held so long and dear 

(Alcea is the plant’s Latin name – 

it grows keenly from the smallest crack) 

to compensate for Woodstock’s tragic lack. 

Mo Browne 

et list ‘tick’ was 

Lords test match 

many times on TV, 

ally being there 

the noise and 

mosphere was a 

The fact that 

actually won the 

inst Ireland!) was 

Last year was 

on ..... wondering 

ahead for 2020.’ 

On holiday in 

Devon Keith 

signed up for his 

first (& second) 

Parkrun in 

Barnstaple – he’s 

got the bar code, 

is honing his PB 

(not difficult to 

beat 40 minutes 

for 5K) and is off to Moreton Fire College 

next – bring on Chippy Parkrun. 

r memorable holiday stories

m in the Park

Chippy’s blooming Hollyhocks  

alcolm Glenn, Gareth  Harper & Rupert Parsons

ROUNDUP
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The Theatre 
Skylight by David Hare. Presented by Chipping Norton 

Theatre Homegrown and directed by John Terry. School 

teacher Kyra receives an unexpected visit from a former 

lover, Tom, a charismatic self-made restaurant tycoon. Supper 

bubbles on the stove and flickers of their former passion 

rekindle. As they fall into a battle of opposing politics and 

mutual desire, is the gap between them too great? One of the 

great intimate plays of passionate ideas and complex love – 

delicate, hilarious and thought provoking. 11-21 September. 

For times and tickets contact the Box Office on 642350 or at 

www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

Spanish Rhapsody introduced by local luthier Paul Fischer. 

An evening of music and dance evoking the rich and varied 

colours of Spain. World renowned classical guitarist Xuefei 

Yang and Spanish flamenco dancer Maria Vega, join their 

talents to celebrate the rich heritage of Spanish music and 

dance. 5 September at 7.45pm. Tickets as above. 

Red Kite Days Awards The Theatre has been recognised as 

a favourite family venue following nomination and on-line 

votes by the public. The Theatre will now ‘receive a big friendly 

shout out on the Red Kite Days website and social media 

platforms’.  

CNArts Festival 
CNArts is thrilled to announce the first 

Chipping Norton Arts Festival on 

Saturday 5 October. Taking place across 

numerous town venues and focusing on 

the visual arts and celebrating creativity, it 

is the brainchild of CNArts, a group of 

renowned local Artists and Arts Professionals, who formed a 

network of creatives last year to bring a range of visual art 

disciplines here in a way not seen before. ‘Chipping Norton 

has a reputation as an innovative hub of creative talent, 

hosting outstanding events including The Pantomime, the 

Literary Festival and music from Jazz to Classical and 

Contemporary. The one cultural event missing until now is a 

festival focusing on the visual arts. This is about to change,’ 

says Andrew Wildman, Chair of CNArts. During the Festival 

Day there will be Workshops, Demonstrations and a Have a 

Go session – art to SEE and art to EXPERIENCE with 

workshops on Figure Drawing, Print Making, Comic Book 

Illustration and more. There will be exhibitions and 

demonstrations of Painting, Drawing and Print Making plus 

artisan Arts and Crafts in locations around town. 

The Town Hall will house a large, fascinating and 

thought-provoking installation, 'Of All The People In All The 

World’, created by renowned arts group Stan's Café using 

grains of rice to bring formally abstract statistics to startling 

and powerful life.  

The Theatre will host a 

show by CNArts members, 

using the theme of 

CONNECT and there will be 

screenings of Shane the Chef, 
The Clangers (pictured), Horrid 
Henry, and Doctor Who, with 

industry professionals 

explaining how some of these 

amazing shows are conceived 

and created. Speakers include 

Dominic Sandbrook and voice actor on Horrid Henry, Tamsin 

Heatley plus a special appearance by a character from Shane 
the Chef. Although the Festival itself is only on one day, The 

Theatre exhibition runs throughout October. ‘Whether 

you’re interested in Art-house or Cartoons, Sci-Fi or Comedy, 

there’ll be something here to catch your attention,’ says 

Andrew.  

Finally of course, helping hands are needed. If you can 

come on the day and help please contact CNArts. For Festival 

details visit www.cnarts.org or contact Andrew Wildman 

07803 147641/admin@cnarts.org 

Nortonians Amateur Dramatics 
‘Back to the Fifties’ Martin Hannant is celebrating 50 years 

as a member of the NORTS, and there is a ‘Back to the Fifties’ 

evening at CN Methodist Church on Saturday 5 October at 

7.30pm. Martin promises a first half ‘reminiscing about life in 

the 1950s including Izal, Spam Fritters and Five Boys 

chocolate plus contemporary radio programmes such as 

Educating Archie, and Billy Cotton Bandshow. The second half 

will create a studio to perfom Galton and Simpson’s brilliant 

radio comedy The Blood Donor with Martin playing Tony 

Hancock supported by other Nortonians. 1950s-style 

refreshments will include lashings of ginger beer and 

dandelion and burdock plus 50’s style sweets – flying saucers, 

strawberry shoelaces, liquorice comfits and more. Tickets £10 

(inc refreshments) from West St Newsagents.  

The NORTS on stage – A night of surprise awaits with two 

plays on Saturday 14 September at 

2.30 and 7.30pm. Simple 

beginnings transform into conflict, 

drama and tension. In The Rats by 

Agatha Christie an adulterous 

couple meet for drinks in a 

friend’s flat. How will their 

relationship hold together when 

subjected to a sinister plot? The 
Dumb Waiter has two men waiting 

to start their job. What are they 

preparing to do and will the edgy 

Gus stop his mindless questions? 

The tension between them 

increases: is this a test by their boss 

or just another working day? Both 

plays show how apparently 

ordinary people react in 

extraordinary circumstances. The Parish Rooms (near St 

Mary’s Church) OX7 5NT.Tickets: £5 minimum donation; 

reserve tickets by calling 07579 050390. 

THE ARTS
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Music & local arts events 
Fosseway Café Orchestra Part of Shipston-on-Stour U3A, 

the Orchestra hosts a Welcome Morning for new members 

on Tuesday 17 September, at Stretton-on-Fosse Village Hall, 

GL56 9QX. We play a wide variety of mainly classical music. 

Players are normally Grade 4-7but all who can play four 

reliable notes are welcome! If you once learnt to play an 

instrument and would like to play with others, we would 

welcome you with open arms and help you revive your 

musical skills. To find out more, join for coffee and watch a 

rehearsal from 10.45am on 17 September! (Celia Storry) 

Chipping Norton Singers Louise Westerman reports that 

the Singers had a busy summer term, learning new material, 

and welcoming new members. Last term we rehearsed three 

numbers for Jessica and Jack’s May wedding – an honour to 

sing on such a special day, and to wish Mr and Mrs Duggan 

every future happiness. The Singers have been learning the 

Makaton signs for a Thousand Years by Christina Perri – quite 

a challenge to put down our folders and multi task! New 

members are welcome for Autumn term starting on 17 

September. Studies show that choral singing improves mood, 

with a decrease in stress, depression and anxiety. If you are 

interested in joining or trying a taster session, contact The 

Theatre Box Office (642350) to book through their Take Part 

initiative. Everyone is welcome, with no auditions – learning 

by ear so no need to read music either! 

Burford Singers Come & Sing Day Saturday 28 

September at Burford School, with inspirational musical 

director Brian Kay. Great Handel Choruses, including Israel in 

Egypt, Messiah and Zadok the Priest plus Bob Chilcott’s 

Singing By Numbers. All welcome irrespective of singing ability. 

Cost (£20) includes the music. Registration 9.30am, informal 

performance 4.30pm (£5 for audience). For details & to book 

visit www.burfordsingers.org. 

CN Choral Society Come & Sing Day William Walton’s 

Belshazzar’s Feast 5 October St Kenelm’s Church, Enstone, 

with renowned vocal teacher and conductor Robert Dean. 

The Day is open to anyone who wants to learn more about 

singing or simply engage with the piece which CNCS will 

perform in Cheltenham Town Hall on 3 November. Workshop 

is £20 (£25 inc score hire) via tickets@cncs.org.uk, further 

details – call 07988 233299 or visit www.cncs.org.uk 

Burford Singers Verdi’s Requiem 7.30pm Sunday, 24 

November Burford Singers with Linda Richardson Soprano, 

Marta Fontanals-Simmons Mezzo, Ben Thapa Tenor, Freddie 

Long Bass, Cotswold Chamber Orchestra, Conductor: Brian 

Kay at Church of St John the Baptist, Burford. For details and 

to book visit www.burfordsingers.org 

Churchill Organ Concert International recitalist, Nicholas 

Wearne on Saturday 12 October 7.30-8.30pm at All Saints 

Church, Churchill. Advance tickets: adults £10, children £5 

(includes post recital reception) from Jaffé & Neale bookshop, 

Kingham and Churchill Church Office on 652888 and at 

www.kinghamchurches.org.uk/nicholas-wearne-organ-recital/ 

Proceeds to CAP (Christians Against Poverty), supporting life 

skills' courses for local people. 

CRAG Tea Concerts Charlbury Refugee Action Group’s 

fourth concert series begins Sunday 13 October with 

Messiaen's epic Quartet for the End of Time with clarinettist 

Tony Pay and friends. Many will remember Tony’s evocative 

rendition of the solo clarinet movement from this piece two 

years ago, so don't miss the work in full. On 3 November is 

Mozart’s Divertimento for string trio with Clare Hoffman 

(violin), Lisa Cochrane (viola) and Jane Fenton (cello), then a 

seasonal concert on 8 December by acclaimed Somerville 

College Choir. Concerts begin 3pm, last about an hour, 

followed by an amazing choice of cakes and tea. Proceeds to 

refugee support across Europe. Email 

charlburyrefugee@gmail.com for CRAG’s September 

newsletter with ticket details. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds               

11 September Canaletto and England 
with Professor Brendon Cassidy. By 

the 1720s Canaletto was renowned 

for his extraordinary ’views’ of 

Venice. He moved to London in 1746, 

This lecture considers how he 

adapted his style for local tastes, the 

range of his work and its influence on 

later English artists. 11am at the 

Warwick Hall, Burford. Non-members welcome (suggested 

donation £10). Details www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

Art Workshops 4 and 18 October at Sandys House in 

Chadlington, with tutor local artist Mary Knowland. The first 

workshop focuses on drawing, the second on monoprinting. 

Both can be taken for a half or full day. Refreshments and 

some materials provided. email mary.knowland@gmail.com 

Photography, Arts and Crafts exhibition – Salford Village 

Hall 28 September 10am-1pm. 

 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

'The Testaments'            
by Margaret Atwood 
Out 10th September 2019 

Free coffee when you              
pre-order 

In St Mary’s Church Chipping Norton to sing at the wedding
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Professional experience Charlie was born in Southrop, 

near Lechlade, studied 

at Oxford Brookes 

University and, while 

there, gained ex-

perience working for 

National Hunt Trainers 

Oliver Sherwood and 

Nigel Twiston Davies. 

After graduation he 

spent time on a game 

reserve in Kenya 

breaking in youngsters before returning to England as 

assistant to National Hunt Trainer Kim Bailey. In 2001 he 

moved to Nicky Henderson and in 2004 won the Alex Scott 

Memorial Fund Assistant Trainers Scholarship which took him 

to America working for flat trainer Todd Pletcher. After all this 

experience, he felt ready in 2006 to take out his own licence 

as a trainer and set up business at the Cotswold Stud.  

Perfect place for his own yard In 2009 the opportunity 

arose for him to move to Hull Farm near Chipping Norton. 

Just prior to this he had married Sophie Pauling, the daughter 

of a local farmer, and whose brother, Ben is also a racehorse 

trainer. Charlie always wanted to have his yard in this area of 

the Cotswolds, and not to be in an area densely occupied by 

racing yards such as Lambourn. He and Sophie have a 

daughter, Millie, and twin sons, Harry and Fred and feel that 

this is the perfect area to bring them up, praising the local 

schools and friendliness of the Town and its inhabitants.  

Fantastic training facilities Hull Farm has been 

transformed into a purpose built facility for both Flat and 

National Hunt training. It covers 450 acres of rolling 

Oxfordshire countryside. 82 stables have been created in 

large, well ventilated weatherproof barns. There are three 

horse walkers, a five furlong wood chip gallop and a two 

furlong all weather gallop. Since moving here Charlie has had 

well over 550 winners all over the country and abroad – with 

over £4 million in prize money for the owners. There is a staff 

of around 20, working as grooms and exercise riders, as well 

as the experienced jockey and head lad making sure the 

animals get to the racecourses safely and are well turned out 

on the day. 

Friendly welcome – and share of a horse! The welcome 

you get at Hull Farm is very warm and friendly, which 

encourages owners to place their horses in Charlie’s care and 

creates a happy and relaxed atmosphere on the yard. Visitors 

are always welcome and they are hoping to hold a few more 

open days so everyone can come and see what goes on. For 

those of us not fortunate enough to have the means to own 

a racehorse there is the opportunity to join the Charlie 

Longsdon Racing Club, where for around £74 per month you 

have a part share in a racehorse along with 29 other people 

and the opportunity to visit racecourses to see it run. 

Do you have a suggestion for ‘In the Spotlight’ – tell us at The News 

Charlie Longsdon – Chippy’s Racehorse Trainer 
Have you ever wondered what goes on at Hull Farm near Chipping Norton?  The News Team’s Sue Hadland 

decided to go and find out and to meet Charlie Longsdon who runs the racehorse yard there. 

Early morning gallops

The Racing Club celebrate a winner at Ludlow
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Get Back to Hockey! 

It doesn’t matter if you’re an old timer who hasn’t lifted a 

hockey stick in decades or a super fit and capable player, you 

can come and enjoy indoor hockey at Chipping Norton 

Leisure Centre. We are a group of men, women and kids from 

10 to quite a lot older who get together on Sunday (10-11am) 

or Tuesday (from 6.40-7.30pm) for a bit of competitive, 

friendly and non-contact hockey fun for only £3 a session. All 

abilities welcome, sticks and pads available to borrow, but 

children under 13 should be accompanied or watched by an 

adult. Why not come and have a go? Contact Sharon Truelove 

(sjtruelove@hotmail.co.uk or 730546) to find out more. 

Last lap to Chippy Parkrun  
Local organisers are hoping that the final £700 can be found 

to fund the Town’s own Parkrun. Parkrun is a free community-

organised 5km timed event on Saturday mornings all around 

the world. Planning for Chippy’s Parkrun is nearly complete 

with over 130 people signed up to run, 26 potential 

volunteers, a successful wet and windy test run with 20+ 

participants, including a baby in a buggy and a spritely 73-year-

old, and 77% of the £3000 total needed already pledged by 

the public, CN Health Centre, Wychwood Surgery, Chipping 

Norton Physio, Owen Mumford Ltd and the Town Council 

who have also agreed to fund the extra £700 if needed. But 

please could any other individual or organisation willing to 

give a donation get in touch with Phil Stanley, Community 

Sports Officer at the Leisure Centre, who sees Parkrun as an 

important and ‘inclusive activity to enhance the physical and 

mental health of the people of Chipping Norton’. 

Leisure Centre swimming lessons   
Better Swim School teaches more than 100,000 swimmers 

throughout the UK and includes an accredited Learn to Swim 

programme for children, parent and baby lessons, pre-school 

lessons for 3-5 year olds, adult swimming lessons and private 

lessons. Get £20 off Better Swim School lessons by quoting 

ACTIVEOX at checkout. Terms and conditions apply. Details 

at better.org.uk/lessons-and-courses or call 644412 or email 

ChippingNorton@GLL.org 

Bowls Club: from out to in! 
End of term report from Chipping Norton Bowls 
Club’s Outdoor section: 
1 Busy season entertaining County Matches and competitions 

and many visiting teams. 

2 Another summer without cumbersome waterproofs.  

3 Green keepers kept busy giving us a green envied by most 

clubs in the county.  

4 Club Competitions nearly at the finals stage with some new 

bowlers in the frame. 

With no time to turn around the Indoor Season starts: 
Saturday 28 September from 10am we have an OPEN DAY 

for new bowlers. Don’t worry if you have never bowled 

before – we have all the equipment required to help you get 

started. All ages are welcome just come along and give it a try.  

A warm welcome awaits you at Greystones, Burford Road, 

Chipping Norton or call Carole on (01608) 652018 or 

Roberta on (01608) 643556. 

Youth Cricket Awards 
The Youth Cricket 

season ended with 

all age groups 

having a fun 

training evening 

with a BBQ and 

fundraising raffle, 

followed by the 

Presentation of 

Awards. Coaches, 

Niall Burman, Dan 

Stafford, Jim 

Mcgeown, David 

Wood, Jos Fouls-
ton, Lee Boswell 
and Matt Jackman 
plus all the 
volunteer parents 
were thanked for 
their hard work. 
But we need 
more volunteers next year to spread the load – more 
Coaches and Assistant Coaches. Please consider giving it a go, 
it's actually quite rewarding when you see the child who had 
no idea hit a ball for six or catch that winning ball having 
started the season saying 'I can't catch'.  

This year’s Awards went to: 
U7s: Jonjo Woolhouse, Claudie Gormley, Sonny McGeown,Iris 
Hoare, Annabel Dulley, Daniel Sparvell and Overall Winner in 
U7s Age Group Gordy Jones. 

U9s: Sam Brand, Oliver Dangerfield, Isabel Sinclair and Player 
of the Year John Makinson. 

U11s: Stan Jackman, Deeo Smith, Elodie Jones, Players of the 
Year: Girls – Harriett Hunt & Boys – James Gravestock 

U13s: Will Burgess, Rex Chiles, Elodie Brown and Player of the 
Year Jake Brown. 

U15s: Dan Boswell, Frank Foakes & Player of the Year Laurie Husband. 

U7/U11 Best Overall Player: Jacob Kedward  

Anthony Powell Young Player of the Club: Laurie Husband, a 
regular player in the men's 2nd XI. 

Next Registration Day is in March 2020 and if you can help or 
have any ideas etc please email bloxhamsue@aol.com 

Sue Powell 

Above: U7s 
Left: U 9s 
& Below: 

U11s Cricket 
Juniors 
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Rugby Club’s new season 
The new season is nearly 

here and the Club has 

been busy over the 

summer; free Community 

Touch Rugby has been a 

big success on Wednesday 

evenings and the 1st  XV 

are well into their pre-

season training, ahead of 

their step up into the 

Berks, Bucks and Oxon 

Premiership. The seniors 

train on Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings from 

7pm, new players 

welcome. 

Investment in our pitches during the off-season has been 

rewarded with the main pitch in superb condition ready for 

the important first home league game v Slough on Saturday 

14 September. KO is scheduled for 3pm and we would love to 

see the Town out in numbers to cheer the boys on. The 2nd 

XV are playing Bicester at home too, so we plan to make it a 

real Club day, with plenty of food and drink on offer at the 

clubhouse for spectators. 

The 1st  XV will start the new season with smart new 

home, away and training strip thanks to renewed support 

from Brakspear and new sponsorship from Lockhart Garratt 

and Trade Secret. A huge thank you to them and to everyone 

who has sponsored, volunteered their time and donated to 

the club.  

The new season starts a little earlier for the minis and 

juniors, with registration and training on Sunday 1 September. 

Mini players can join at U6 (5 years) playing tag rugby and we 

welcome new players who can try it for a few weeks before 

committing to club membership. New players at all age 

groups are really welcome so, in World Cup year, why not 

come and give rugby a go. 

Don’t forget to follow us on facebook 

@chippingnortonrugby and twitter @chippyrugby. Club 

website here http://chippingnorton.rfu.club 

Graeme Williamson 

Vintage Sports-Car Club up for awards 
Now in its ninth year, The 

Historic Motoring Awards are the 

most prestigious in the industry. 

The Vintage Sports-Car Club 

based in Chipping Norton has 

made the shortlist for three 

categories: Club of the Year 2019, Race Series of the Year 

(VSCC Formula Vintage Series) and Restoration of the Year 

(ERA Challenger). The VSCC entered Duncan Ricketts into 

the latter category for his epic struggle to restore Reg 

Parnell’s ERA Challenger which he has raced at several VSCC 

events with great success. 

The gala Presentation Night is at the Rosewood Hotel 

London on 17 October hosted by broadcaster and Formula 

1 pundit Steve Rider. The winners have been selected by the 

experts at Octane and an international panel of judges and 

the Awards will recognise their vital contribution to the 

classic motoring industry over the last twelve months. 

Hook Norton Tennis Club 
At the time of writing, the results of the summer Banbury 

league matches were: A team 5th in Div 1; B team 3rd in Div 

2; C team 2nd in Div 4, and D team 7th in Div 4.  

We are a friendly, welcoming club and have three new 

resurfaced Tiger Turf Advantage Pro tennis courts which are 

great to play on. Whether you are looking for social tennis or 

to play in one of our teams in the Banbury League, come and 

check us out. Visitors are welcome at club sessions: Tuesdays 

and Fridays from 7pm and Sundays from 10am. We also offer 

a junior programme of coaching plus school holiday courses 

and adult coaching for individuals and groups. Pro rata rates 

for new members joining part way through the season.  Please 

visit www.hooknortontennis.com for full details. 

Elaine Priestley 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
The Club had a busy and 

successful schedule before 

the summer holiday 

attending galas at Aylesbury, 

Oxford and Gloucester. 

There were plenty of 

medals and PBs as well as a 

few speeding tickets. 

Swimmers of the Meet 

were Jo Barnard, Zoe Pearson, Immie Lawrence, Matthew 

Edmonds, Annabel Barnard and Ben Warner. Swimmers of the 

month were Lucy Hyland and Aaron Syme (pictured with 

Head Coach Kim Weetman). Congratulations to all those 

who competed and many thanks to all the parents, coaches 

and officials who willingly spend many hot poolside hours 

supporting our swimmers. 

Next time you are in the Leisure Centre please have a 

look at our new trophy cabinet designed and built by Calvin 

Pearson. We hope to be adding to it shortly! 

4SSC is a small, friendly swimming club who are always 

happy to meet new members. Please contact 

membership@4ssc.co.uk for more information 

Heidi Portlock 

Sport in Brief: Motorsport Local motor racing star, Alice 

Powell saved her best performance to last, in the W racing 

series. She won the final race, on home soil at Brands Hatch. 

With the win, she finished third overall. She was very pleased 

with the result, after not finishing two races. Well done Alice.
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that, ‘Brexit will not affect Human Rights’ and that the British 

Bill of Rights is not currently proposed. All in all the meeting 

was useful with our MP promising to make enquiries to the 

Foreign Office on our behalf and get back to us.  

September’s meeting is on Thursday 12th 7.30pm Lower 

Town Hall. All are welcome. Enquiries to Val on 645036 

Kaye Freeman 

Lions enjoy fundraising fun 
July brought changes in our officers who are now President 

Rob Caswell (646003), Past President Maz Holland (641121), 

Secretary Peter Arnold and Treasurer Sian Arnold (both on 

730263). A reminder: the final date for entries for the Lions’ 

Quiz is 30 September – the results in the November issue. We 

always welcome new members so to find out more about us 

and see us enjoy ourselves while making money for our 

charitable work why not contact one of the Lions listed above? 

Liz Nason 

Tea-time for Chippy Ramblers 
Back in July, on the hottest day of the year, we shifted our walk 

to the morning and chose a shady route through Shipton-u-

Wychwood’s Secret Garden – not really a garden but a lovely 

wood with a stream and a lake.  Then lunch in the shady 

garden of a nearby 

pub. So we 

enjoyed ourselves 

without getting 

too hot! In August 

we walked from 

Adlestrop to 

Chastleton and 

stopped to have 

tea and cake in the 

churchyard there.   

If you too enjoy walking in our lovely countryside in good 

company, join us on the first Sunday of every month in the 

New Street car park at 2pm. Then we get into 2 or 3 cars and 

make for the start of the walk – a different one each month, 

quite leisurely and lasting about two hours.  New members 

are very welcome. Enquiries to Heather Leonard (643691 or 

rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or to me.  And if you fancy 

more frequent walks or other activities on weekdays, how 

about joining U3A (see p26). We would love to see you! 

Jenny Harrington  643269 

Busy summer for Chippy Folk 
Although it was the holiday season, the meetings of Chippy 

Folk this summer were gratifyingly busy. This was particularly 

true of our August meeting, which was supported by a healthy 

mixture of stalwarts and first-time visitors. The result was a 

cheerfully eclectic programme which included outstanding 

original songs from Mandy Woods, Colin Pitts, Rachel Fox and 

‘Brock and Vixen’. There were also excellent renditions of 

traditional Appalachian and narrative songs, seasoned with 

material by more recent singer-songwriters; Dylan was 

particularly popular this month. The meeting continued right 

up to closing time, by which time we’d heard and sung at least 

35 songs. We are lucky to have a home at The Artyard Café, 

Enstone. It is a lovely, welcoming location and we continue to 

be very grateful for the support we get from the management. 

Next meeting: Monday, 9 September, 7.45 for 8pm. 

Ginny Redston 

CLUB NEWS

Jan Meek's Life of Adventure  
At a recent Probus lunch meeting, Jan Meek gave an inspiring 

account of her life. Early on she worked with stars like Sammy 

Davis Jnr and Roger Moore and in Chipping Norton became 

first female Chair of the Chamber of Commerce and also 

Town Mayor. In the 90's after the tragic death of her husband, 

adventure became her way of life. She cycled round China in 

1994 and in 1996 she rowed across the Atlantic with son Dan 

in a 23 foot wooden boat. Ten years later she challenged Dan 

to join her in a 350 nautical mile race to the Magnetic North 

Pole. The following year she was part of a scientific expedition 

to the Geographic North Pole, and has also made it to the 

South Pole. She has since tackled Kilimanjaro and trekked to 

Everest Base Camp, narrowly avoiding a deadly avalanche. Jan 

has four Guinness World Records to her name. Is there yet 

more to come from this truly inspirational lady? 

David Megson 

Amnesty meeting with MP 
Last month some members met with our MP Robert Courts 

to discuss some of the injustices around the world and to 

learn of his thoughts about them. Locally, we complained that, 

although police spend a lot of time dealing with domestic 

violence, there is no Women’s’ Refuge in West Oxfordshire. 

Overseas we voiced our concerns in particular about Sri 

Lanka, from where the largest number of asylum seekers 

report torture, and Saudi Arabia where we feel more 

thorough investigations should be carried out by our 

government of the use of arms against civilians in Yemen. 

Waleed Abu al-Khair Badawi, a Saudi Arabian lawyer and 

human rights activist, has been imprisoned there since 2014 

and information about him was requested. Our MP confirmed 

Travel is so personal that at 
Travel Counsellors, we believe 
everybody deserves their own 
expert. 
So if you’re looking for a holiday 
to remember – and a personal 
service you won’t find anywhere 
else – I’d be happy to help 
Adele Lootes  
Travel Counsellor 

01608 880 006 

adele.lootes@travelcounsellors.com 

www.travelcounsellors.com/adele.lootes
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Stargazers’ fantastic Summer 
Chippy Stargazers have enjoyed an absorbing summer with 

several successful  observing meetings at the Rollright Stones 

and some interesting 

guest speakers in the 

Methodist Hall. 

Highlights include a 

partial lunar eclipse, 

our dual 

participation with 

Fairy Tale Farm and the 

Moonstones concert at 

the Rollright Stones on 

20 July which 

celebrated the first 

moon landing. We also 

watched the live launch 

on TV of a Space X 

Dragon capsule en 

route to the International Space Station, blasting off from 

Cape Canaveral 4,241 miles away, we then saw it pass 

overhead with thrusters firing, abeam Chipping Norton just 

20 minutes later – fantastic!  

Please visit our great new website (www.cnaag.com) 

designed and overseen by member Justin Davies We are 

looking forward to shorter days and clear nights to view the 

universe in relatively comfort before winter sets in. Our guest 

speaker on Monday 16 September in the Methodist Hall, 7.30 

for an 8pm start, is professional musician and CNAAG 

member Michael Omer with a talk about a radio telescope – 

with musical accompaniment – entitled Little Star Began to Sing. 

All are welcome to our meetings, visit cnaag.com for alerts to 

observing meetings and astronomical happenings. Our diary is 

starting to fill with outreach work, so please get in touch as 

soon as possible if you are considering organising a stargazing 

event. Plenty going on for anyone interested in space, stars 

and the Universe and the CN Amateur Astronomy Group 

exists for everyone to join in the fun. 

Robin Smitten  

National Trust supporters update 
Membership of North Cotswold Association of The National 

Trust is open to all members of the National Trust and to 

volunteers at any of its properties. Members enjoy talks, 

outings, events and fund raising. Any surplus funds raised goes 

to assist local NT properties in conservation, improving our 

heritage and looking after the environment. Outings are on 12 

September to Hartlebury Castle, 16 October to Croft Castle 

and Parkland and 28 November a Christmas visit to 

Waddesdon Manor. Meetings are at Broadwell Village Hall. The 

next is on 17 October when there will be a talk by Glyn Jones 

about the Shakespeare Trust Gardens. Then on 21 November 

the AGM is followed by A Chat with Simon Nicholas 

Countryside Manager Sherborne Park Estate, about his 

involvement with TV’s Springwatch. To join, please call the 

Membership Secretary on 01386 593085, or for more 

information visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ncotswoldassoc. 

Rees Jenkin 

Share your interests with U3A 
U3A is a learning co-operative 

that welcomes all who are no 

longer in full-time employment to 

share educational, creative and 

leisure interests. 

On Friday, 27 September we will be holding an Open 

Event in the Upper Town Hall from noon to 2.30pm (see page 

9) with free tea and cakes. Come and find out about our U3A 

and the nearly 20 Special Interest Groups that run through 

the month from Architecture through to Walking, including a 

new German Group – something for everyone  and we would 

love to add more!  

Our next monthly meeting is on 4 September: Harold 

Macmillan – a reputation revised with political historian Dr 

Martin Holmes from Oxford University. This will be followed 

by Peter Buckman giving a talk about book publishing on 2 

October. Meetings start at 2.30pm in the Methodist Church, 

Chipping Norton. 

Talks are free to members and only £2 for visitors – come 

and see what we are about. Membership for the year is £15. To 

find out more about our activities visit 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 01608 239819/ 

646701, email cnmembership@btinternet.com, or join us at one 

of our meetings on the first Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm.  

Martin Davies 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861

 Top: Lunar eclipse      
photo: Mel Gigg  

Right: Moonstones    
photo: Sarah Brown  
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 Yacht Club’s Summer Nights 
Being summer, many 

of us are out on the 

water somewhere, 

with weather this 

year being mixed but 

generally not that 

bad for boating. 

Some members 

sailed newly acquired 

boats to ‘home’ 

waters, here in the UK and elsewhere. We are an eclectic 

bunch and sail all kinds of craft, some very modest and some 

not so modest, choosing to do so in the UK, in other 

northern European waters, in the Mediterranean, or further 

afield. We’ve crewed for each other at times, and a good 

number of us got together for our summer BBQ. 

At our September meeting we will be welcoming Justin 

Tyres whose talk Phoenix from the Ashes will recount how, 

after a fire destroyed their house, he and his wife irrationally 

decided to build a 15-ton boat, as complete amateurs – 

starting with the trees. Working under the watchful eye of 

local sheep farmers who gave freely of their advice, how could 

they possibly fail? Once built, they set off for seven years to 

search out the hidden paradises and wildernesses in Scotland, 

France, Cornwall and Ireland. 

For details and to book visit cnyc.co.uk. Non/prospective 

members are always welcome – please contact 

membership@cnyc.co.uk if you are interested.  

Roger Backhaus 

Horticultural days out 
The summer days out for the Chipping Norton Horticultural 

Association are drawing to a close with the final one at the 

beginning of September.  Meadow Farm Gardens, Trentham 

Gardens and 

Hidcote & 

Kiftsgate were 

very successful.  

All were very 

different but 

fabulous, with 

the roses at 

their best and 

the weather 

perfect - 

members and 

friends thoroughly enjoyed the visits. 

The winter programme begins in October. If current 

members haven't as yet renewed their membership, please let 

Emma Bayley have your £10 – you will then receive your 

membership card with a list of next season's speakers which 

looks very interesting. New members always welcome.  Full 

details from our website www.cnha.uk or the secretary Eileen 

Forse 643275. 

Labour Party update 
Our District and Town Councillors are active on many fronts. 

We launched our Cut Air Pollution campaign and petition on 

UNICEF’s Clean Air Day on June 20 and are continuing to 

seek signatures from local residents on our printed copies. 

Please contact me on 078766 85417 or via 

annapers@aol.com if you would like a form or just wish to 

add your signature to one. We also intend to create an on-line 

version to gain as many signatures as possible so that when 

we address Oxfordshire County Council in October we are 

speaking for many. We need OCC to implement the 

alternative lorry route that it agreed to long ago and not 

waste time considering a route near the Rollright Stones. 

Currently we estimate between four and five hundred have 

signed. Our target is 2000 signatures and we will be ramping 

up our campaign at the start of September. Get involved – 

obviously only the signatures of Oxfordshire residents will be 

relevant – that’s why we ask for your address. Labour Town 

Councillors are working hard to get your voices heard – 

there are groups focused on the Tank Farm Development, 

Improving the Town Centre and on developing a Youth 

Council. If you would like to get involved in any of our work 

to make Chippy an even better place to live please contact me 

and I will put you in touch with the appropriate person. 

Mike Cahill 

CLUB NEWS
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Summer stories at CN Flower Club  
July’s meeting was 

filled with colourful 

flowers and summer 

stories, from our 

demonstrator Sue 

Smithson and ended 

with many members 

going home with 

floral arrangements. 

At September’s 

meeting on the 26th 

we welcome Barbara 

Gee to give a 

demonstration which she has entitled Shakespeare.  

We meet in the Town Hall, doors open at 7pm for a 

7.30pm start. Visitors are welcome at £4. More information 

from Ann 683289 or email Elaine at snips59@icloud.com 

Elaine Parsons 

Railway Club steams onwards 
Member Jim Portlock was the speaker on 2 July, with his talk 

on ‘My Life and Trains’.  As always, he was very entertaining. 

We welcomed a new speaker, Brian Goddard on 6 August – 

his subject was ‘Local Steam Centres’. We are very lucky in 

this area to have several preserved lines, dedicated to steam 

railways and run largely by a volunteer workforce. Brian 

talked about the Didcot Railway Centre, the Gloucester & 

Warwickshire line at Toddington and of course the Severn 

Valley Railway. All worth a visit. On 3 September Mike 

Clemens will be back with more of his ever popular Archive 

Railway Films. ‘The Flower Mill and Love of Steam’ is the 

Intriguing title of speaker Bill Parker’s talk on 1 October.  

There are still a few seats left for the 8 September outing 

to the ‘The Battlefield Line’ from Shackerstone to Shenton in 

Leicestershire.  Call 641586 for more information.  

New members and visitors are always welcome at our 

meetings, with good speakers, lots of chat and tea/coffee and 

biscuits in the interval. If you like the sound of us and 

remember well the evocative smell of ‘steam’, come along to 

one of our monthly meetings.  Held in the Town Hall on the 

first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm.   

Estelle Brain 641586 

Trip to Honeydale Kitchen Garden  
It was fascinating on 

North Oxon Organic 

Gardeners’ August 

visit to Brakelands 

Farm at Swalcliffe to 

see very successful 

wide-scale farming 

without traditional 

ploughing. Healthy 

crops thrived in fertile, friable soil. Most inspiring. On 

Wednesday 4 September at 6.30pm, we head to the Kitchen 

Garden People’s new 1.5 acre site at Honeydale Farm where 

Cotswold Seeds are creating a Centre of Diverse Farming on 

100 acres. Last year’s visit to their impressive pilot project in 

Chadlington was extremely enjoyable, so we look forward to 

seeing this new, larger site, where fresh vegetables are grown 

for about 100 local subscribers. We’re back indoors on 

Wednesday 2 October, at St Mary’s Parish Rooms in Chipping 

Norton, at 7.30pm. After a short AGM, there’ll be a 

horticultural quiz – with prizes! 

Do join us. For enquiries about N Oxon Organic 

Gardeners, please contact Tracy Lean tracylean@gmail.com, 

01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

ATC Open Evening – 10 September 
It’s been a busy few months for the Cadets, with some 

attending camps at RAF Odiham, RAF St Mawgan and 

Pirbright. A number gained their blue flying and gliding badges, 

at RAF Benson and Little Rissington. Three gained experience 

on radios and were awarded their blue radio badges and five 

are now Heartstart qualified. Nine cadets and four staff 

recently visited Kidlington, where they had full day touring the 

London-Oxford Airport facility, including a visit to Airbus 

Helicopters, CAE Aviation Academy and the Airport Fire 

Department with presentations and demonstrations in many 

fields of aviation, engineering, design and aviation support. 

One of our cadets recently completed his Gold Duke of 

Edinburgh expedition practice in the Brecon Beacons, with 

plans to complete his actual expedition later in the year. 

We're now recruiting, welcoming our next intake on 

Thursday 12 September, with an open evening on Tuesday 10th. 

We take cadets aged 12 years old (and in year 8) and over and 

are also looking for new staff and civilian committee 

members, no prior experience needed. To find out more visit 

www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org 

Cath Newport 

CLUB NEWS
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WOWI’s busy summer 
West Oxfordshire WI 

had a very successful 

stall at the Town 

Festival. We hope you 

visited us, had cake 

and picked up a 

bargain. Apart from 

monthly meetings we 

have  Groups 

involving Craft, 

Walking, Pickleball 

(pictured at the 

Leisure Centre) a 

group who meet for  

Saturday Lunch. 

Our meeting in June was changed from Fudge and Singing to 

a very interesting insight into the Children's Air Ambulance 

Service. If you see a green helicopter in the air it's likely to be 

transporting a very sick child to a specialist hospital. In July we 

were entertained by Betty Page with her extremely funny 

One Woman Monologues. WOWI will celebrate Oxfordshire 

Federation of WIs centenary with a special cake at our August 

Picnic which will be in a member's garden. In September 

Helen Plumb will tell us all about precious stones. Please join 

us at our meetings at St Mary's Parish Rooms on the third 

Monday of the month at 7.30pm. Our Sunday Teas continue 

on the first Sunday of the month at the Methodist Church. 

Everyone is welcome for Cuppa, Cake & Chat from 2.30-4pm. 

For more information please get in touch.  

Hilary Dix 646228 

Burford & Kingham Rotary 
We are a small but friendly group always looking to increase 

our membership. We meet on Monday evenings and have a 

new venue, Burford Golf Course. If you would like to find out 

what Rotary is about why not come along as a visitor? Please 

contact our secretary at terry.a.best@btinternet beforehand.  

We have a varied and interesting programme of meetings and 

outings. Pictured here are President Jane Coombes and fellow 

Rotarians who recently enjoyed a  trip to one of Grundon’s 

Total Waste Management Facilities. This was a fascinating trip 

and enjoyed by all. They were shown round by Norman 

Grundon, the grandson of the founder of the company. 

On 28 July we had a very interesting speaker evening with 

Kathy Slack: Organic Gardener, Cook and Author. September’s 

varied and interesting programme includes a talk about 

Prostate Cancer UK on the 2nd, a trip to the Rotary Proms in 

Symphony Hall Birmingham on the 14th and a talk by local 

crimewriter Jan Harvey on the 23rd. Do come along! 

Ros Richardson 
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Chipping Norton School 
Year 10 Work Experience: Year 10 students undertook 

work experience 

placements across 

a wide variety of 

e m p l o y m e n t  

sectors this year. 

All the students 

have come back to 

school more 

confident than 

before and full of 

tales of what they 

did.  We just 

cannot replicate in 

school the 

experience of 

being in an actual workplace and really appreciate the time 

and effort that businesses put in to make the placements a 

success.  

The Y11 Prom: The Year 11 Class of 2019 held their end of 

year Prom at Heythrop Park Resort in Church Enstone. On a 

beautiful summer’s evening, the parade of arrivals at the great 

house was a sight to behold. Many parents, friends and staff 

waited in anticipation to see the fabulous outfits and amazing 

forms of transport that students used.  It was an amazing 

evening where students could celebrate the last five years 

together before moving on to pastures new.  

Sports News: This year’s Sports Day was held in warm, 

breezy conditions. All track and field events were held before 

lunchtime. All students jumped and threw magnificently which 

set the tone for the running events after lunch. In the 

afternoon, in front of the whole school, the action continued 

while students watched from the middle of the track. Going 

into the final event, the 4 x 100m relays, the scores were close 

and the trophy was still ‘all to play for’. Final scores were 

frantically calculated and after all races were completed it was 

time to congratulate Stour, the winning House (pictured).  

Our Y7-10 athletes enjoyed success at both the West 

Oxfordshire School Sport Partnership championships, where 

they were crowned overall champions for the second 

consecutive year, and the Athletics Super 6s, where the team 

secured a 4th place in the county. Archie Jones and Dijonay 

Walker came second in their 100 metre races and Nayah 

Aitken stormed to victory in the 300 metre race.  

CNPS News: We welcomed families with pupils in Years 4, 5 

& 6 to take part in Family Learning Workshops: Tennis for All, 

Mathematics and Puzzle Workshop, Music – ‘Film Scores’ and 

Forest School Outdoor Activity workshop (pictured). The 

Family Learning Workshops are designed as an opportunity 

for adults and 

children to 

have a shared 

learning ex-

perience. We 

know everyone 

who took part 

really enjoyed 

it and we 

would like to 

say thank you 

to you all. 

Thank you to 

the staff who worked so hard to provide the workshops.   

Year 4/5 pupils took part in an exciting Maths Workshop 

where they enjoyed playing a selection of mathematical games 

and puzzles. The Mathematics Department were very 

impressed by the level of knowledge shown by these young 

mathematicians. 

The Year 10 Drama students had the exciting task of 

organising and developing their own performances and 

workshops, based on the theme of Greek Mythology, to be 

delivered to Year 5 students at six different primary schools 

in the local area.  The Primary pupils loved watching the plays 

and really enjoyed having the opportunity to perform.  

Oxfordshire Engineering Award: Congratulations to 

Katie Blundell (Y11)  

who was nominated for 

this prestigious award 

by our D & T 

department. This award, 

started by Richard Dick, 

Chairman of Lucy 

Group, promotes young 

engineers in the county. 

Katie impressed the 

judges with the balance 

bike she designed and 

made for her GCSE project and, as well as winning her age 

category, was named overall winner and is pictured with the 

High Sheriff of Oxfordshire. She received an iPad for herself  

and the D & T department was given £1000.  

Art and D & T Exhibition: Every year the Art and 

Technology departments join together to create an end of 

year exhibition 

celebrating the 

amazing achieve-

ments of the 

students’ work at 

GSCE and A level. 

This year was an 

exceptional year 

and the varied and 

inspiring work 

created by our 

talented students 

was truly 

remarkable. The work showcased demonstrated the skills and 

talent we have at Chipping Norton School.   

Ben Gutteridge at Enstone Airfield
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Holy Trinity Primary  
Goodbyes: At the end of term, we said goodbye to staff 

members Lucy Lane and Ella Nolan who will be moving to 

their new schools in September. We wish them every success 

and huge thanks for all their contributions which have made 

our school ‘Outstanding’. 

We also bid a fond farewell to Cathy. Throughout her 

time at the school, she has been an outstanding and 

committed Business Manager. Cathy is always tolerant and 

eager to help, indeed her exceptional qualities have inspired 

us all in so many ways. On behalf of the school community, we 

wish her good luck and all the best for the rest of her life as 

she bows out after 25 years. We will all miss that smile and 

her welcoming presence. Thank you. 

Sports Day: It was 

such a glorious day. In 

the morning, the 

children were in their 

house teams for 

activities, which included 

javelin, obstacle course, 

shot, etc. Parents were 

invited to have a picnic 

before the more formal 

races. The house trophy 

was won by Buckingham.  

A great family day! 

School Games: We are very proud to have met the criteria 

to achieve Silver in the School Games Award.  Well done to 

all the children who participated in a vast array of sporting 

events this year. 

First Holy Communion: Congratulations to our Year 3 

children who made their First Holy Communion in June. They 

all looked very smart and enjoyed their day immensely. They 

celebrated with a beautifully decorated cake and drinks in the 

hall and had their own parties afterwards to celebrate with 

their classmates. 

Reception Class at Hill End: Reception Class had a 

fantastic day on our ‘Forest Explorers’ trip at Hill End, despite 

the downpours. They enjoyed bug hunting, pond dipping, den 

building, marshmallow toasting and lots of muddy puddles! 

Summer Concert: We had an amazing celebration of music 

in our summer concert with performances from our Year 5 

Brass and Year 2 Recorders as well as solos on a range of 

instruments including violin, guitar, fife, clarinet, piano and 

drums. We also had a soloist sing Electricity by Elton John. 

Arts Week and Exhibition: Children enjoyed a wide 

variety of Art activities during our school Arts Week earlier in 

the term. This year’s focus was on creating 2-dimensional art 

using a range of media. Classrooms and communal areas then 

became Art Galleries enabling parents and children to 

appreciate the art works during an open afternoon linked 

with sports day. 

Year 6’s busy end of year: Another exciting and busy end 

of the year for our Year 6 children.  All the children passed 

their cycling proficiency test.  They had a wonderful time in 

the Forest School woods building shelters, lashing sticks 

together to make stretchers and munching on toasted 

marshmallows. Their end of year performance, Happy Days, 
was written by the children, all about their experiences at 

Holy Trinity. They performed it for their parents, followed by 

a slideshow of photos of them all since babyhood 

Dorchester Abbey: Our choir 

took part in the annual 

Dorchester Abbey Choir 

Festival in June. Eight 

Oxfordshire choirs sang 16 

songs with a Blues theme. The 

combined sound was incredible. 

IMPS trip: The Injury 

Minimization Programme for 

Schools empowers young 

people to take personal 

responsibility for managing their 

own risk and equips them with 

the skills to cope in an emergency.Year 6 went to an  IMPS 

session at the Horton Hospital in Banbury. They had a tour of 

A&E, learnt about accident prevention, basic first aid and were 

taught life-saving skills. 

PTA Disco & Camp Out: The PTA organised another 

successful end-of-year disco, followed by the annual family 

Camp Out on the school field. The two events raised close to 

£1000 for improvements to the school field.  

Shakespeare at Blenheim: Year 5 enjoyed their trip to 

Blenheim Palace to see A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 

performed in Europe’s first ever pop-up Shakespearian 

theatre. 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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St Mary’s Primary  

Singing club and instrumentalists: Parents and staff were 

treated to a showcase of various musical talents at our annual 

evening of music.  The hall could not have been more packed 

with delighted parents who witnessed a huge range of talent 

from our tuned instrument players and our Singing Club 

members.  Parents were also treated to a surprise number 

from the school and music service staff who play their 

favourite instruments.  The evening was a delight and I would 

like to thank all children and staff involved.  The Singing Club’s 

performance at the Town Festival was also a treat and how 

brave to stay calm with such a huge audience – the Club 

certainly has its following and reputation! 

Sporting achievements: During the year we have enjoyed 

many sporting highlights at the Chipping Norton partnership 

festivals.  Various teams from St. Mary’s came first in boys’ 

football, girls football, Swimming gala (Year 4), athletics (Year 

5) and overall athletic champions. Additionally, we came 

second in netball and the virtual athletics. Overall, we have 

received second place within the partnership (Large schools).  

Congratulations to all children and staff involved. 

Great Rollright Primary  
The first day of school can be both exciting and scary — but 

we expect our new reception class to settle in happily this 

month, in part because they’ve already had a chance to get to 

know us. In July, we hosted a fun Welcome Party, filling the 

school field with such activities as kite making, obstacle courses, 

trebuchet building, and bubble blowing, and ending with a 

storytelling session under the trees. Our current children did a 

brilliant job welcoming their new friends, who seemed to 

thoroughly enjoy their first taste of life at Great Rollright.  

It seems 

just yesterday 

that last year’s 

Year 6s were 

also just 

joining us — 

but now they 

are heading off 

to high school! 

We celebrated 

this big step in 

July at our Leavers’ Service, held in St Andrew’s Church next 

door and attended by the whole school and many proud 

parents. It was a moving event in which each child said a 

personal goodbye to the School and received our best wishes 

for the future.  

Parents and carers are encouraged to visit to see all that 

we offer — including a free bus to Chipping Norton. Please 

make an appointment by calling 01608 737202. 

Kingham Primary  
We are delighted to announce that we have achieved the 
School Games Gold Mark Award for the 2018/19 academic 
year. This is a Government led scheme  facilitated by the Youth 
Sport Trust to reward schools for their commitment to the 
development of competition across their school and into the 
community, and we are delighted to have been recognised for 
our success. 

As a school we have had a large volume of works 
happening over the summer holidays, including new windows 
and roof in our old building; a new carpet in our library and 
the school hall has been freshened with new curtains and 
decorated walls. The staff have been very patient with the 
works and are now happy that they are back in their 
classrooms ready for the start of the new school year. 

We say hello to our new nursery and reception children, 

with a particular welcome to new families to Kingham. We 

have some morning and afternoon sessions available in our 

wonderful nursery for children aged three and four. Our 
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other classes are generally full but places do occasionally 

become available for in-year transfers. If you wish to visit 

please contact the school office. 

Middle Barton Primary 
F o r t y - t h r e e  

years after 

helping build an 

outdoor pool, 

Middle Barton’s 

community is 

helping again to 

complete an 

outdoor eco-

classroom after the contractor declared bankruptcy. Inspired 

by their entire school community, Middle Barton School PTFA 

(FOMBS) embarked on an ambitious project to convert a 

disused outdoor pool into a fully accessible outdoor 

classroom to include bird and insect habitats, a variety of 

planters, weather station, and covered teaching area. Helen 

Christie, Project Manager and Mum of two school pupils, 

explains, ‘As with the original outdoor pool in 1976, our 

fantastic community stepped in with parents and friends giving 

their time and expertise to complete the work’. The roof, 

external pathway and internal woodwork were completed 

over Easter and volunteers have recently been planting and 

adding finishing touches. Charlie Barwell, Headteacher, said, 

‘This enables pupils to learn about the environment they live 

in, for years to come. We are very proud of how our 

community worked together to make this happen and set 

such a good example about never giving up!’ 

Banana Moon Nursery 
Here at Banana 

Moon in Evans Way 

(just off Walterbush 

Road) we are 

celebrating our 1st 

year Anniversary 

and we would like 

to thank all the 

families who have 

supported us.  We 

have been very 

fortunate in having some amazing families join us who have 

helped to make our Nursery a loving and family environment. 

Our Full Moons room said our first Goodbye to our pre-

schoolers at the end of August.  We organised a very special 

graduation party with ZooLab bringing in some wonderful 

animals for our children to experience and enjoy.  It was 

certainly an emotional day for us all. We have a wonderful 

loyal team of staff and pride ourselves on team spirit.  Staff 

support all children to learn with enjoyment and challenges, 

with a balance of child-initiated and adult-led play-based 

activities.plus much more! 

We have three rooms; Baby Moons (3-18 months), Mini 

Moons (18-30 months) and Full Moons room (30 months. up 

to 5 years). We are open 51 weeks of the year 7.30am- 

6.30pm and provide home cooked hot lunch & dinner. If you 

would like to look round our beautiful nursery, please contact 

info@bananamoon-chippingnorton.co.uk or call 01608 

223120, we’d love to hear from you, 

Sibford School 
Free Early Years stay and 
play sessions: Sibford 
School Early Years has an 
outstanding reputation with 
caring and professional staff, 
a welcoming environment 
and fabulous facilities. It is 
situated in its own area of 
Sibford School’s 50-acre 
campus and benefits from 
small class sizes and ample 
parking. Children can join 
Sibford Nursery from the 
September after they turn 
three, while reception class 
offers places for four-year-olds. Under the Early Education 
Funding Scheme, three to four-year-olds are eligible for up to 
15 hours free funding per week. “Sibford Early Years provides 
a perfect entry into school life. Our rural setting means that 
children can explore outdoors and learn through hands on 
experience. All pupils at Sibford School are encouraged to ‘live 
adventurously’.” Themed stay and play sessions will take place 
throughout term time on the second Friday of every month 
from 10.30-11.45am. Booking is essential as places are limited.  

Upcoming open events: 
Junior School Open Morning Saturday 21 Sept. 9.45am-12pm. 

Whole School Open Morning Friday 4 Oct. 9.45am-12pm. 

Sixth Form Open Evening Tuesday 15 Oct. 6.30pm. 

Please contact Elspeth via admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk  

or call 01295 781 203

Banana Moon Room Leaders

 Stay and Play treasure hunt
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Town Centre appearance 
Now that we have a new team of 

Town Councillors, perhaps they 

could give some of their time to 

look at ways of improving the Town’s 

image, for example approaching the 

owners of empty premises (eg the 

old Hospital, Chestnuts, Harpers 

etc) to ask them to clear up and tidy 

up outside their premises and 

possibly suggest that the Council 

carry out the work and bill the costs 

to the property owners. 

Concerned Local Council 
Taxpayer (Details supplied) 

(see article p8 on new Town Centre task force) 

I note from your online post that, at last the Council are 

thinking about the Town Centre and how it looks to visitors. 

There was a time when every town and village had a street 

sweeper, who not only kept the place tidy, but also was a 

source of information  and kept an eye out for vulnerable 

residents, While we do not have such an asset, we are 

fortunate that we have at least one public spirited individual 

who picks up litter every day when his work as a local Taxi 

driver allows – even when between jobs. Every time he has 

ten minutes spare he is out with his tongs and bag collecting 

rubbish, which leaves me with a quandary, I would like to 

promote his business as a thank you, but then he would have 

less time for his community efforts. I know that he seeks no 

thanks for his selfless efforts, However, think for a moment, if 

every resident were to spend 10 minutes a week litter picking 

on the road where they live, the Town would be clean and tidy 

in very short order. Now where did I put my gardening gloves 

and an old plastic bag? 

Jim Stanley 

(Well done Steve – aka Mr Snips – Ed) 

Climate crisis  – it’s real! 
In response to Jim Stanley’s letter (July’s News), it’s factually 

incorrect to say ‘we have been here before’. The last time 

global temperatures were 6° above present values was 

around 15 million years ago. Such a climate was not friendly 

for human civilisation! Water vapour and eruptions are 

carefully accounted for by climate modellers (such as Karsten 

Haustein, who addressed us on 19 June), and they say 

‘business as usual’ threatens our way of life. Community hydro 

power is a great idea; you can visit ethex.org to invest modest 

sums and help make such schemes (like Osney and Sandford 

Locks) happen. But the British Hydro association estimates 

the potential viable hydro power is only a further 2 GW (2% 

of current electricity generation). So we need to significantly 

scale up other clean sources like solar and wind. It’s important 

to consider and minimise life-cycle impacts of wind and solar, 

but even today these are much lower than for fossil power, 

even if with carbon capture and storage. So let’s get cracking 

with solar PV on Chippy’s workplaces, schools and homes! 

Ecological footprints of battery technologies are complex, but 

a large component is the energy used in manufacture. Using 

clean energy for that appropriate supply sources can minimise 

footprint. Jim’s call for informed debate is very welcome – 

exactly what we need. We have Town Action+Learning 

meetings organised for the 3rd Wednesday every month, 

7.45pm in the Lower Town Hall to do just that and a survey 

on people’s views – we need ‘All Hands on Deck!’. More at 

transitionchippingnorton.org. Let’s see what we can achieve in 

Chippy! 

Marcus Simmons – Transition Chipping Norton 

There is indeed a climate emergency and the better informed 

we are, the more pressure will be put onto politicians to act. 

Jim Stanley implies that our contribution to climate change is 

minor. Is all the fuss down to slipshod science? Sadly not, Jim. 

Climatology is complicated because so many factors affect the 

climate. Of course water vapour and the consequent cloud 

cover are major considerations and they are not ignored. But 

there is always vigorous discussion. But no serious 

climatologist is in any doubt about the urgency of our present 

situation. The best estimates over 200,000 years suggest the 

world was mostly actually several degrees cooler than now, 

but with a ‘spike’ to about 6°C warmer around 100,000 years 

ago. But the temperature spike occurred over a few thousand 

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                           
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                 

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.

Top: Glass & litter in front of the Chestnuts building 
Bottom: The Old Hospital site
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Chipping Norton News Club 

Oct deadline: Friday 13 SeptemberEditorial Team this edition: Richard Averill, Charlotte Bird, Judy Buckingham, 

Christine Clinch, Clare Davison, Lindsay Johnstone, Keith Ruddle & Jill Thorley  

Section contacts:  Arts - Gay Holden (643635), Blog: www.chippynews.org, 
Sports - Graham Beacham (810047), Schools - Clare Davison (642373) 

Contributors: Richard Averill, Graham Beacham, Charlotte Bird, Frances 
Buckel, Judy Buckingham, Christine Clinch, Clare Davison, Kaye Freeman, 
Malcolm Glenn, Sue Hadland, Chris Hogan, Gay Holden, Alison Huitt, Lindsay 
Johnstone, Jo McVicker, Roger Sinclair, Linda Rand, Carole Rose, Nigel Rose, 
Keith Ruddle, Sam Stretton & others where stated. 

Production & proof-reading: Jill Thorley, Judy Buckingham, Vivien Heyes, 

Lindsay Johnstone, Jo McVicker, Carole Rose, Deb Webb & David Woolley 

Distribution: Jill Thorley (643219) Judy Buckingham,  Judy Donegan, Gay Holden, Alison 

Huitt, &, Carole Rose  

Advertising & Club Treasurer: Sandra Cash (07787 925133)  

Printers: KMS Litho (737640) 

The editorial team welcomes articles and letters (names supplied please), but reserves the right 

to edit or cut depending on space available. While taking every care to check accuracy we cannot 

take reponsibility for errors which might occur. Opinions expressed in contributions are not 

necessarily those of the Editorial Team. The News does not endorse or accept liability for any 

products or services provided by advertisers. The News is published monthly (except January 

and August) by the Chipping Norton News Club which is voluntary and non profit-making.

Final copy should be sent to Chipping Norton 
News, c/o Hill Lawn House, 22 New Street, 
Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ tel/fax 643219. Items 
should preferably be typed, on disk or sent via 
email to chippymail@aol.com 
Sales Outlets and Subscriptions: You can buy the News at the following outlets:  
Aldi   Bartholomews  The Blue Boar  Caffè Nero  The Chequers  Co-op Foodstore  
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a cheque for £20 annual subscription, made payable to The Chipping Norton News to 
Gay Holden 3 Cox Lane, Chipping Norton OX7 5YA  

Advertising and Sponsorship 
The Chipping Norton News, with a circulation of over 2000, welcomes financial support 
from local businesses. For information about advertising (from £30 for an eighth of a 
page) please contact Sandra Cash (07787 925133).

The Chipping Norton News is printed on environmentally approved paper

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Tel: 01608 643219           Email: chippymail@aol.com 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/chippynews  Blog: www.chippynews.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/chippynews

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.

LETTERS

years rather than a few decades. Given time, animals and 

plants shift their territory, but even so, many species would 

not survive. Humans, being adaptable creatures, would fare 

better but inevitably life would be more difficult as they 

migrated and competed for territory. Also, the total human 

population was less than in Greater London today. Migration 

is already a contentious issue today and it is likely to get 

worse as temperatures rise and competition for resources 

grows. I am heartened by the shockwave generated by Greta 

Thunberg with her climate activism. It is nearly 30 years since 

the Kyoto Protocol, the first international agreement to 

combat climate change. Since that time there has been 

precious little real action and still our government prioritises 

support for the contentious fracking over renewable energy. 

Jim Stanley and I will not be around for that much longer – it 

is our children and grandchildren who will have to grapple 

with consequences of 30 years of complacency. 

David Woolley 

Road safety in town 
Each month we read about initiatives to improve road safety 

in the Town. However, today I witnessed this morning the 

sight of (a woman) who parked a 4x4 plus trailer with children 

strapped in and engine left running while she went into Caffè 

Nero, returned with a coffee and proceeded to drive off one 

handed. May I suggest that while this attitude persists among 

some members of the community, all the road calming and 

speed limits will do nothing to improve safety in the Town? 

Concerned local resident (name and address supplied) 

Volunteer with Citizens Advice  
Could you help Citizens Advice West Oxfordshire and make 

a difference? You don’t need previous experience to join 

Citizens Advice as a volunteer because we provide all the 

training and support required. We can offer a variety of roles 

to suit your needs and interests and you get the chance to 

develop new skills and meet new people from a range of 

backgrounds. As a volunteer it can be very satisfying to know 

you help make a real difference to the lives of local people. If 

you can spare half a day or more a week we’d love to hear 

from you. To find out more call 01993 892 068 or email 

training@citizensadvicewestoxon.org.uk or visit our website 

at www.citizensadvicewestoxon.org.uk 

Adrian Watts – Citizens Advice 

Cemetery Clear up help 
We will be having our next Cemetery Clear Up Day on 

Saturday 19 October at 10am.All volunteers are welcome and 

there will be refreshments as usual. Many thanks  

Cllr Martin Jarratt – Chairman Chipping Norton Town 

Council Cemetery Committee 



Chipping Norton School had another excellent 

year of 6th form results – with over half the A 

level students getting A*/B grades and over 25% 

A*/A, plus 100% leaving with at least three A 

level passes. Headteacher Barry Doherty was 

delighted, saying how proud he and the 

Governors were with all the hard work 

and ‘extraordinary efforts of our highly 

diligent students’. He highlighted a 

dozen sixth formers who between 

them scooped 32 A* and A grades – 

Lucas Cavendish, Joe Frater, Luie Glover, 

Amelia Grieve, Lydia Harding, Chloe 

Hastings, Beatrice Jacobs, Sasha Koch, 

Bel Lovel, Oliver Tailby, Sophie Tate and 

Rowan Woodell. Some key subjects did 

really well 

(Maths 52% 

and English 

57% A*/A), 

but the Head 

pointed to 

some great grades right across the 

STEM subjects, the Arts and Humanities 

– including subjects such as Dance, Art, 

Biology, Computer Science, Philosophy 

and Sociology. 

A very proud Head of Sixth Form, 

Lisa De Bruyn said the students were all ‘academically and 

pastorally’ ready to study at university, commence higher 

apprenticeships or to enter the world of work and hoped that 

‘they never forget what they have also learned about 

themselves and their potential to overcome adversity in our 

time together at Chipping Norton.’ The good results come 

with exciting news of funding to establish a larger sixth form 

centre at the School with ‘unparalleled facilities’ – which 

should be completed in time for the Sixth Form Open 

Evening on Thursday 7 November – 5pm to 8pm. 

LOCAL NEWS

Chippy’s  A level success

A Level 
celebrations for 
CNS students 

– Clare 
Davison (left) 

6th Form 
Pastoral 

Support adds 
her 

congratulations

September (News out TUESDAY 27 August)  

1st Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church  see p29 
Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p25 

3rd Railway Club  7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p28 

4th District Councillor Drop-in 10-11.30am Old Mill see p6 

U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p26 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners visit see p28 

6th Local History Society Getting around in the 1960s - 

Mike Hurst 2pm Methodist Hall  

8th Lido End of Season Dog Swim - see p7 

9th Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p25 

10th ATC Open Evening 7-9.30pm ATC Hut Burford Rd  

11th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30am for Katharine 

House Hospice 

12th CN Amnesty 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p25 

13th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35

Screen by the Green, Churchill: Stan and Ollie see p11 

14th NORTS Double Bill - The Rats & The Dumb Waiter 2.30 

& 7.30pm Parish Rooms - see p20 

Salford Village Fete & Barn Dance see p7 

16th Town Council Meeting 7.15  Town Hall Council Chamber 

West Oxon WI 7.30 St Mary’s Parish Rooms see p29 

CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30 Methodist Hall 

see p26 

17th CN Probus  11am Crown & Cushion details 645382  

or visit www.chippingnortonprobus.com see p25 

17th Royal British Legion Service of Remembrance for 

Operation Market Garden 7.30pm see p9 

18th Transition CN Action + Learning Meeting The Voice 

of the People 7.45 Lower Town Hall - see p15 

19-21 Mop Fair see p7 

24th N Oxon Locality Forum public meeting Health & Social 
Care – Choosing the Right Service 7pm Town Hall see p2 

26th CN Flower Club 7pm Town Hall - see p28 

27th U3A Open Day noon-2.30pm Town Hall see advert p9 

28th Chadlington Apple Day noon-6pm details p17 

Gt Rollright School & Yard Sale 1-4pm - details p7 

Highlands Concert 7.30 Town Hall - see advert p7 

30th Chipping Norton News Team Meeting 7.30pm 

Chequers Barn – come along and find out how your 

community newspaper gets made – call 643219 for details 

October (News out Monday 30 September)  

1st Railway Club 7.30pm Lwr Town Hall - see p28 

2nd U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p26 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners  meeting see p28 

5th Chipping Norton Arts Festival see p20 
6th Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p25 

Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church  see p29 

Hooky Alternative Race for Life in aid of Cancer Research 

UK - details p13 

7th Urgent Care Hub launched at CN Health Centre – 

no more Walk-in Clinics - see p2 for details 

DIARY
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