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Town Centre Boost
From empty Banks to ... £7m Boutique Hotel at 

HSBC and Community Hub at NatWest
Transforming Bottom Side – Chipping 
Norton’s lower Market Street looks set for 
a transformation with major plans for two 
iconic listed empty buildings and the market 
car park. A public exhibition revealed 
investment company Setha’s plans for a 31- 
bedroom 4-star luxury boutique hotel – 
with a spacious restaurant in HSBC’s old 
banking hall. St Mary’s Church have also 
now bought the old NatWest site to 
convert to a town centre ‘community hub’. 

Help with Town ‘manifesto’ – All this 
could give our town centre a timely boost. 
A Town Council ‘Working Group’ want 
ideas to keep it a vibrant place for both 
community and visitors. Town Councillors 
are also starting urgent work with 
professional help on a ‘Manifesto’ vision for 
Chippy’s expansion and Tank Farm to 
influence planners and developers – can 
you help? Lots more inside. 

In this Issue 

Plus all the Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters

35 years of community 
and coffee

Chippy’s Methodist Church celebrate 35 

years of holding their popular Wednesday 

coffee mornings – with homemade cakes, 

jams, friendly chat and company. Well done all.

• 20 mph safety scheme starts 

• HGVs – will the County act? 

• Chippy Arts Festival success 

• First Aid Unit moving to GPs 

• U3A’s Town Hall open day 

• Remembrance events 

• Is Chippy ready for emergencies? It was wassailing, juice-making and jollity 
at the Community Orchard in October

Apple Day antics! 
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the Health Centre and the on-site Pharmacy.’ Benefits 

mentioned include: giving the FAU access to patients’ notes to 

help improve safety, efficiency and patient care; integrated IT 

to improve seamless care; joint working such as with a 

Saturday dressing clinic. The GPs also say collaboration 

between them, SCAS practitioners and Pharmacy can also:  

- give FAU clinicians access to a wider range of dressings 

and medical equipment, for example potential blood 

testing at the Health Centre (including out of hours), not 

normally available at a FAU, potentially allowing more 

complex patients to be managed by the paramedics linking 

with out of hours GPs and using telemedicine. 

- improve collaboration during the ‘cross-over time’ when 

both Health Centre and FAU are operating, GPs can help 

SCAS with advice, prescription and support.  

- share learning and training between SCAS and health 

centre staff, for example on advanced life support for 

patients.  

- ease on-site access to Pharmacy for patients for advice, 

medication and equipment  

The NHS also point to reducing risks of ‘lone working’ with 

pharmacists on site for much of the out of hours periods. 

Finally, the NHS claim less ‘financial uncertainty’ over the FAU 

as cost will be based on the service available not number of 

patients treated. Some service duplication might also be 

avoided. It is emphasised that the GP practice is not 

benefitting financially from this move.  

Public meeting – The NHS arranged a public Q&A session 

at the Health Centre for 23 October, to explain the move 

with clinicians from Health Centre, SCAS and OCCG. 

Representatives from the Hospital League of Friends planned 

to attend. They have said they wanted to understand benefits 

and be reassured the FAU would not be diverted from its 

primary task. Their wider concerns were over keeping the 

Community Hospital itself viable (see Letters p35).

Chipping Norton’s First Aid Unit 
Chippy’s well-regarded First Aid Unit has been run evenings and weekends by NHS South Central 

Ambulance Service (SCAS) since 2011 from a room in Chipping Norton Community Hospital. The NHS plans 
now to move the FAU (still run by SCAS) – to a room at Chipping Norton Health Centre nearby.                       

The NHS explain what’s happening, and why … 
The First Aid Unit service – Chippy has no Accident and 

Emergency nor Minor Injuries service, but the FAU, during               

5-9pm Monday to Friday and 10am-9pm weekends and Bank 

Holidays, treats the following types of injuries:  

• Simple injuries that cannot be treated/managed with             

a home first aid kit  

• Cleaning and simple stitching of wounds  

• Insect bites and stings  

• Minor burns and scalds  

• A foreign body in the eye  

• Bumps to the head (with no loss of consciousness)  

• Bruises and sprains  

Proposed move to Health Centre – The SCAS service 

will move from the Hospital base to the nearby GPs’ Health 

Centre. The NHS say this is part of national changes (from 31 

December) to make all local urgent care treatment to be 

more consistently in a ‘primary care setting’ – ie linked more 

closely to GP services. The NHS commissioners say the 

service will not change – still run by SCAS, same opening 

hours and open to all (not just Health Centre patients).  

Benefits to patients – The NHS say all the clinicians 

involved are supportive and future opportunities will see 

‘clear benefits for patients with co-location of the FAU with 

Health Centre update 
The volunteer ‘Patient Participation Group’ at our Health Centre aim to help the Centre make improvements, listen to 

patients, and help the wider community keep healthy. You can contact the PPG and sign up for emails at 
cnhc.ppg@nhs.net and see Facebook page: Chipping Norton Health Centre PPG. Current PPG priorities include:  

Way-in Group: This new group at the Health 

Centre offer coffee, healthy treats, occasional 

walks, good chats, a weigh in if you want it, new 

friendships and top tips for improving each 

other’s health. They meet alternate Friday mornings 11am-

12noon upstairs in the Training Room – next on 1, 15 and 

29 November (when a guest Dietitian will help with 

nutrition questions). All welcome. 

Flu Clinic: Over 800 patients were vaccinated successfully 

on Saturday 28 September with the longest wait time just 

30 minutes, Two October clinics followed. If you missed 

them contact the Health Centre. 

Urgent Care Hub: This started Monday 7 October and 

the first week appeared to go well. Phone lines have not 

been jammed, patients were making their on-the-day 

appointments and phoning later for routine appointments. 

And don’t forget Pharmacy ‘Health Champions’ can save you 

time sorting out minor problems. All feedback welcome! 

Working as a GP ‘network’: Chippy’s GPs are working with 

Deddington, Cropredy, Bloxham and Wychwood on better and 

more services overall such as providing more Clinical 

Pharmacists for medication reviews, Social Prescribers 

recommending non-clinical help, and a pilot Cancer Quality 

Scheme for better assessment, diagnosis & information. 

FAU Paramedics celebrating their 10,000th patient in May 2017

HEALTH NEWS



revealed some vacant spaces throughout town during the day, 

including on-street and at Premier Inn, something they 

acknowledged was not the public perception. Setha are also 

suggesting reorganising layouts at New Street car park and 

lower Market Place outside the hotel – claiming that 20 extra 

spaces could be created. WODC, which manages these public 

car parks, would need to agree. The WODC proposal to put 

an upper deck on the lower New Street car park was 

suggested for longer term. Parking could be a potential 

sticking point. Of course, any new use for an empty town 

centre building will add to parking needs – and investment in 

our town centre is very much needed. 

Highlands concert & Festival  
A packed Chipping Norton Town Hall was, once again, the 

venue for this year's Highlands Autumn Concert in 

September, helping raise funds for Highlands Day Centre run 

by local charity Age Concern Chipping Norton. Organiser 

Joyce Taylor, from Highlands, told the News, ‘What an evening 

… our thanks to St Mary's School Singers, CHAOS, Karina 

Bell (Harpist), Fiona & Debbie, Arthur Taylor and everyone 

who supported us by filling the Town Hall and helping raise 

some much needed funds’. 

Chippy’s Town Festival was also on the evening’s agenda as 

representatives from six organisations (pictured) received a 

donation from Festival proceeds from last June. Following the 

success of this year's Festival, planning is underway for next 

year's event on Sunday 28 June. This event relies solely on 

work of volunteers to make it happen. The volunteer 

organisers would love to hear from anyone interested in 

joining the committee (which meets once a month from 

November) or if you can spare an hour or two on Festival day. 

Please email cntownfestival@gmail.com for further details. 
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Boutique hotel at old HSBC  
Striking plans have now 

been unveiled for the 

former HSBC building in 

Market Street. The 

developers say they are 

proposing a £7m 

investment aiming to 

create a 31-bedroomed 

4-star boutique luxury 

hotel. Proposals, involving 

converting and extending 

the building, were 

displayed at a public exhibition in 

the former bank on 10 October. 

There are plans for a restaurant in 

the glass-domed banking hall 

(open to non-residents), a meeting 

room and two wings of single 

storey bedroom accommodation 

extending within a landscaped 

garden. Staff at the 

exhibition (pictured left) 

told the News that both 

the Town Council and 

WODC had been sup-

portive of their ideas and 

the steady stream of 

visitors had also 

welcomed bringing this 

fine building back into 

use. Up to 36 full- and 

part-time jobs would be 

created. A planning application is intended for November and 

the aim is to have the hotel operational by Christmas 2021. 

‘City dash and fashionable flair’ 
London-based investment company Setha acquire commercial 

and residential properties and brownfield sites then add value 

by obtaining planning consent. They also manage some 

properties, mainly residential, and predominantly in London. 

This will be their first hotel project and Setha have teamed up 

with Kingham Leigh, a branding company advising the 

hospitality industry. Their Digby & Friends brand is described 

as ‘a dynamic new brand of boutique hotels, set to bring a 

touch of contemporary city dash to Britain’s traditional shire 

towns, restoring a little of the fashion-forward flair for which 

they were noted in their heyday.’ The hotel is apparently to be 

operated by an unnamed company with 25 years’ experience 

and 96 hotels around the world. 

Parking solutions 
One controversial point, raised by many at the exhibition, was 

lack of hotel parking. The normal WODC standard is one 

space per bedroom. The company said there would be no 

allocated parking for clients but they had been ‘thinking 

outside the box’, exploring various solutions including valet 

parking. A car parking survey, done by their team, apparently 

Top: Artist’s impression of the 
planned hotel; Right: model 
showing rear garden rooms

Representatives from Christians Against Poverty at St Mary's Church, 
CN Stroke Club, Highlands (Age Concern C/N), CN Scouts, CN 
British Legion and Neuro Intensive Care Unit at the JR Hospital

Help needed with  
Town Xmas Tree Lights  
 Sunday 24 November*                          

Sunday 5 January 
meet at the Town Hall 9am         

& join the jolly fairy light gang 
   ~ the trees won’t go up without your help! 

*Help also needed 9am Monday 25 Nov to take 
the trees out for the contractors to put up
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Time for a ‘Town Manifesto’? 
Last month’s major Town Hall meeting saw County Council 

Leader Ian Hudspeth being challenged to be bolder about a 

vision for Chippy’s growth that is more sustainable and 

attractive for a forward-looking ‘21st century’ working town. 

Of particular concern is how the approach to developing 

1200 new homes will ‘lead the way’ – including with climate 

change ‘zero energy’ principles, social mix, sensible layout, 

modern contemporary design, involvement of local builders, 

different forms of ownership, and to be integrated with the 

whole community – not some town ‘adjunct’ The fear is that 

developers will revert to easily saleable ‘little boxes’. Also on 

the agenda is how to make the Town attractive to work in, and 

not just live here, attracting enterprise in modern industries.  

Key role for the County 
Some local Councillors say the County, which itself owns 60% 

of the land around Tank Farm, should be far more proactive 

developing these ideas and give Chipping Norton’s 

community a leading position alongside them. The County has 

a powerful role here both as landowner and 

highways/education authority. As a landowner who can profit 

significantly from the land sale, they can potentially choose 

not simply to seek ‘best value’ (ie maximise their income) but 

could decide to enable higher quality standards and/or 

reinvest in the local community. 

Town Council to pay for advice 
Chipping Norton Town Council decided at their October 

meeting to step up their influence. They agreed with a 

proposal (put by Cllr David Heyes) to start a project – with 

professional advice paid from the Town Council’s budget 

(initially £5,000) – to create a Town Manifesto setting out 

more clearly the principles (mentioned earlier) they would 

like in the master plan for the Town’s growth. The aim is to 

inform the work of the District Council (as planning 

authority) in producing their official ‘Supplementary Planning 

Document’. WODC planners have previously told the News 
they are happy to receive such ideas for the SPD, but Town 

Councillors will understand that the SPD cannot create new 

policy and will need to comply with existing national and local 

policy and building regulations. Unfortunately, these do not 

yet require developers to adopt policies such as ‘zero carbon’.  

Community engagement 
The Town Council also aim to influence future developers and 

land owners. Most importantly they want the County Council 

to engage in meaningful local consultation ‘raising the bar’ for 

the quality of development. The Town Council also wish to get 

ideas and early support of the local community. The first stage 

– ideally before Christmas – will be a workshop with 

interested people from the Town to create a vision state-

ment to use more widely. If you would like to be involved 

please contact Cllrs David Heyes or Georgia Mazower via the 

Town Clerk’s office in the Guildhall (tel 642341). 

Eco-friendly Christmas ideas 
Local group Transition Chipping Norton 

continues to raise awareness of the Climate 

Change crisis, and have some practical suggestions for 

reducing your carbon footprint this Christmas. They invite 

you to come along to the Lower Town Hall 7.30-9pm on 

Wednesday 20 November to share ideas for  eco-friendly 

Christmas decorations and presents.  All welcome – bring the 

whole family!! 

Albion Street closures 
Part of the north end of Albion Street will be closed at night, 

from 4 to 8 November, for resurfacing by Oxfordshire 

County Council. Further information from OCC on 0345 310 

1111. A further section of Albion St (near the Red Lion) will 

be closed totally for 24 hours a day from 00.01 early on 3 

November to 23.50 on 6 November. This is for Thames Water 

work on new water connections. Enquiries to Andrew Collier 

on 07884 474125. For both closures there will be access for 

emergency service vehicles and for those frontages within the 

closure area, subject to the works progress and liaison with 

works supervisors. 

Annette celebrates graduation 
Annette Pinfold, Chipping 

Norton Health Centre’s 

longstanding Nursing Team 

member has just graduated 

after completing a 

Foundation Degree in 

Science and a GPA in Health 

and Social Care. She studied 

and graduated at Oxford 

Brookes University. It was a 

two-year course combined 

with working at the Health Centre. Annette said ‘I can now 

work alongside the nurses doing almost the same as they do. 

I am still training and learning new things.’ Congratulations to 

Annette from all at the Health Centre and the News Team. 

Council Tax support  
Council Tax can be a substantial proportion of a household’s 

outgoings. WODC is proposing changes to its Council Tax 

Reduction scheme, introduced in 2013, and is asking residents for 

views. There could be a new income-banded scheme to take 

account of varied households, from single occupancy to couples 

and families. There may be a transitional period of eight weeks 

when increased income means movement to a higher band. The 

current two-child limit may be removed and the amount of 

savings taken into account may rise from £6,000 to £10,000. A 

more simplified system could ensure that people in greatest need 

are receiving the support they require. WODC would be pleased 

to hear from you online at www.westoxon.gov.uk/CTRS or via 

the Guildhall, Chipping Norton. 

An aerial view of the Town now – what next??
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St Mary’s buy NatWest for ‘hub’ 
In January St Mary’s Church shared the exciting news that 

they were hoping to buy the former NatWest Bank building 

in Market Street to redevelop it into a town centre 

‘community hub’. Plans comprise a versatile multi-purpose 

meeting space (pictured below), offering a warm and 

hospitable child-friendly café-style drop-in area in front, with 

open spaces and group meeting rooms behind plus meeting 

rooms, offices and catering room upstairs. The Revd James 

Kennedy was delighted to tell the News that, now, after many 

months of frustrating delays over paperwork, the purchase 

has now been completed. During the last few months, as well 

as liaising with Banbury-based architects Acanthus Clews over 

the building design, St Mary’s have been talking locally with 

organisations including WODC, Cottsway Housing, Thames 

Valley Police, local schools and the Mayor, receiving warm 

encouragement from all quarters about their vision to serve 

the Town and local area. 

Now the purchase is secured, a ‘Building to Serve’ 

campaign has been launched with a newly appointed Campaign 

Director, Georgina Orchard. This aims to raise funds both for 

the hub project and improvements to the church building itself. 

Early in the campaign, the project’s Buildings Team will consult 

the wider community regarding their plans, and initial meetings 

with church and Town Council are scheduled for late 

November. Look out for details of subsequent community 

consultations, planned for early December, before formal 

planning applications are made. Meanwhile, if readers have 

further questions or comments to feed into the consultation 

process, please visit www.stmaryscnorton.com or contact 

Georgina.Orchard@stmaryscnorton.com. 

Leisure Centre ‘Very Good’ 
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre has been rated ‘very good’, 

after a mystery visit by QUEST assessors – UK Quality Scheme 

for Sport and Leisure. Carterton’s centre was also ‘very good’ 

and Witney’s Windrush centre ‘excellent’. To be accredited, the 

Centre has to demonstrate excellence in operational practices 

and policies. The evaluation focuses on customer care, facilities 

operation, staff development, community involvement, business 

planning and continuous service improvement. Operator GLL 

runs 258 sport and leisure facilities nationally and, as social 

enterprise ‘Better’, runs our centre on behalf of WODC. Paul 

Shearman, Better’s Partnership Manager for West Oxfordshire, 

said, ‘We are committed to providing a top class sports and 

leisure service to the local community.’ The paying public and 

centre members share the facility with Chipping Norton 

School – an arrangement which has recently caused some 

concerns for gym members (see Letters page last month) as 

more morning slots had been allocated to the School. For latest 

times and services see website or call 644412. 

Bus shelter: decision delayed 
The Town Council has again deferred a decision on whether 

to reinstate the Walterbush Road bus shelter. Bus users along 

Walterbush Road have been waiting in wind and rain at a very 

exposed spot for a year, after the Town Council removed a 

bus shelter after complaints about noise and nuisance from 

young people meeting there. Local bus users then petitioned 

the Council who agreed to erect a new one. Cllr Mike Tysoe 

(Mayor when the original decision was made) told councillors 

he was still strongly against a new shelter, quoting a latest 

letter from Police Inspector Steve Hookham repeating the 

reasons for removal. Town Councillors also heard directly 

from one local resident about the serious impact of the 

nuisance. Councillor Georgia Mazower had now talked to 

many involved, acknowledging that both bus users and 

residents ‘were right’. She still favoured a new shelter, but 

could the nuisance be avoided – perhaps by moving the stop 

or making the place less attractive for recreation? She offered 

to try and bring people together – including perhaps young 

people and parents for more resolution.  

Apples galore at Orchard! 
Apple Day was celebrated at the Community Orchard off the 

Worcester Road on Sunday 20 October. Men, women and 

children from across the Town headed to the annual event to 

join in with the tradition of soaking toast in cider and laying it 

on a favoured tree 

to ensure a good 

crop the following 

year. Colourful hats 

and some noisy 

percussion instru-

ments were handed 

out, and people 

were encouraged 

to make as much 

noise as they could 

to scare away any 

evil spirits planning 

to endanger next 

year’s harvest.  

Mayor Don 

Davidson joined 

the festivities and 

visited the many 

stalls where 

delicious home 

made cakes, pud-

dings and savouries 

were available for a 

donation towards 

the upkeep of the Orchard. The bucolic atmosphere was 

enhanced by the excellent trio Franglais, who played a variety 

of wind and string instruments and who led everyone in the 

Wassailing Song and some hilarious country dancing. 

Hundreds, if not thousands, of apples brought to be pressed 

have now been transformed into gallons of apple juice, carried 

away for consumption at home! 

Top: The Mayor with Franglais; Below: the 
chopping team prepare apples for pressing
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Any action on HGV issues? 
Last month saw town centre protests, a petition to the 

County Council and a full Town Hall Town Council meeting. 

There, County 

Leader Ian Hudspeth 

faced difficult 

questions from the 

public and our 

Councillors on why 

the County had failed 

to implement any of 

their proposed plans 

over 15 years to deal 

with Chippy’s heavy 

traffic and air 

pollution. Our own Town Council’s Traffic Advisory 

Committee sees the issue as an important item on their 

agenda, particularly with the Town’s growth. Committee Chair 

Jo Graves is hoping that a new comprehensive traffic survey, 

being done by the County Council, on all the main routes in 

and out of town, will provide some up-to-date and realistic 

data – to demonstrate again our big traffic issues. It won’t, 

however, measure pollution, as, apparently, the big ‘black box’ 

recording air pollution in the High Street (pictured above) 

was ‘decommissioned’ by West Oxfordshire District Council 

several months ago. 

So, is there any hope of action – which is really all in the 

hands of the County Council? Since the Town Hall meeting 

with Cllr Hudspeth, the OCC Director who was with him on 

the night, Susan Halliwell, has written responding to the Clean 

Air for Chippy campaigners. In a two-page letter, she 

acknowledges that OCC had looked at all this ‘a number of 

times over a couple of decades’ but that while ‘options are 

not straightforward … solutions do need to be found’. 

Despite all of the past evidence, options work and 

recommended action, OCC seem to be starting again. Susan 

points to the new survey saying ‘we need to understand 

(vehicle) movements’ and get back to WODC to ‘understand 

air quality issues in more detail’. They will then look yet again 

at options (an ‘optioneering report’ next April to June 2020!). 

But she still insists that OCC ‘does not have the funding to 

upgrade alternative routes or put weight restrictions in place’. 

She makes no mention of infrastructure funding that could 

come from 1200 new homes, and dismisses statements that 

OCC will make about £90m from the sale of land. She 

suggests another 12 months is needed to relook and come to 

a ‘technical view’ on solutions – but with no funding, there are 

few commitments to any substantive action. It seems we’ve 

been here before. 

After last month’s protests, no doubt local campaigning 

will continue. A special ‘Chipping Norton’ motion (placed by 

our County Councillor Hilary Biles) is planned for 

Oxfordshire County Council’s meeting on 5 November. Cllr 

Jo Graves also told the News that Chipping Norton’s next 

Traffic Advisory Committee meeting on 4 December will hear 

an update, including on any progress including recommended 

route signage for HGVs. Our MP Robert Courts also told the 

News he has taken an interest in the Chippy issues and plans 

to talk more to those involved. He also pointed to possible 

national road funds which can be allocated to important 

strategic local schemes. 

Methodists’ Xmas Tree Festival 
After nine very successful festivals, it is 

time once again to get into the festive 

spirit and celebrate the 10th Chipping 

Norton and Stow Methodist Circuit 

Christmas Tree Festival. Sixty Christmas 

trees have already been ordered for 

groups and organisations. Their task is to 

come and decorate them in an 

innovative and possibly humorous way. If 

you would like to book a tree for £20 

contact Martin Hannant on martinhannant@yahoo.com or 

on 643653. The opening ceremony on Thursday 28 November 

at 6pm will be carried out by our MP Robert Courts – 

followed by carol singing from the Operatic Society. The event 

continues on Friday 29 (2 to 8pm), Saturday 30 November 

(10am to 8pm) and Sunday 1 December (2 to 5pm). On 

Saturday afternoon visitors will be serenaded by St Mary’s 

School Choir at 5pm. All profits from the weekend will 

support the circuit churches. Tea, coffee, lunches, cakes and 

craft stalls will be available. Festival entrance is £2.50 for 

adults with children free if accompanied by an adult. During 

the days, local primary schools have been invited to come and 

see the wonderful display of trees. The Festival finishes with 

an Advent service of celebration on the Sunday evening at 

6pm when all are welcome to join in. Everyone at the Church 

looks forward to seeing you all during that weekend. 

Maggie Hannant 

Award for Sam’s new business 
Local Chipping Norton business, Logicom Hub Ltd, owned 

and run by Chippy resident Sam Stretton, was awarded New 

Business of the Year 2019 sponsored by Bloxham Mill at the 

recent Banbury Women in Business awards. The judges 

assessed each business on a set of criteria: how start-up was 

achieved, growth to date, strength and stability of business, 

understanding of the market in which they operate, and vision 

and strategy for future development. After shortlisting, 

Bloxham Mill were down to two businesses: Winchombe 

Farm Holiday and Logicom Hub Ltd. Assessor Ray Avery of 

Bloxham Mill said both businesses were exceptional, but 

Logicom Hub had a very clear strategy and vision for the 

future for business growth. Sam told the News she was 

‘delighted to win the award. Starting a business is really hard 

work, lots of sleepless nights, and getting this recognition 

makes it all feel worthwhile’. Logicom Hub Ltd trains shippers, 

freight forwarders and carriers on the regulations for the safe 

transportation of Dangerous Goods internationally to 

mitigate the risk to the general public as we travel on the 

roads, oceans and planes. If you need your staff trained on 

transport of dangerous goods, see www.logicomhub.co.uk. 

DECOMMISSIO
NED
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20mph scheme & road safety 
The road safety scheme, proposed by Chipping Norton Town 

Council to implement compulsory 20mph limits around Town, 

started in Oct-

ober. Signs  cover 

many of the 

roads in and near 

the town centre, 

including busy 

main roads such 

as London Road, 

New Street, 

Churchill and 

Burford Roads 

(see map for zones involved). 

In 2018, Oxfordshire County 

Council, responsible for 

highways, agreed the pro-

posal, originally initiated by 

the Town Council’s Traffic 

Advisory Committee, after 

deliberation and research 

from around the country. 

Committee Chair Cllr Jo 

Graves told the News, ‘It is 

part of a bigger plan to make 

this town safer for 

pedestrians and cyclists. Reduced vehicle speeds have been 

shown to give people confidence to walk and cycle more, so 

an added benefit could be a healthier lifestyle. The impact will 

not be seen immediately and there will be enforcement, after 

a period allowing road users to become accustomed to the 

reduced speed.’ 

The Town Council is using its own funds to pay for 

signage. A public consultation took place in Autumn 2018 

before the decision. The scheme had some support – but with 

reservations that it failed, apparently on cost grounds, to 

extend to the dangerous places near our three local schools 

and recreation ground. Some ‘advisory only’ 20mph signs 

(funded by the County Council) have been erected near the 

schools for the beginning and end of school days. Cllr Graves 

acknowledged the concerns, stressing that future town 

expansion will mean the Council and traffic engineers looking 

at possible scheme expansion, better road safety and other 

measures to remodel the town centre. October’s Town 

Council meeting dicussed more ideas and the new Town 

Centre Working Group under Cllr Nova Bradley will 

encourage involvement from the community, and work 

closely with the Climate Emergency Group and Traffic 

Advisory Committee. The Committee are encouraging 

schools to take part in The National Road Safety Week 18–24 

November – hopefully in the form of a Poster Competition. 

Over Norton November Fair 
Are you ready for Christmas? Come shopping in Over 

Norton at the November Fair in the Village Hall, Choicehill 

Road, on Sunday 17 November from 11am to 4pm. Lots of 

lovely ideas for gifts – jewellery, artworks, textile goods, 

feltwork, handmade walking sticks, woollen items, cosmetics 

and Christmas cards – all from local artists and craftspeople. 

Come and buy some unique presents for Christmas and 

choose lovely cards. Cakes and savoury bakes on sale to take 

away or to enjoy with a tea or coffee whilst browsing.  

Jan Cliffe 

Celebrating 35 years of coffee 
Back in the 1980s, 

when Chipping 

Norton’s Meth-

odist Church was 

in need of urgent 

repairs, Brenda 

Banks, Ruby Joyner 

and Val Peacock 

(later joined by 

Pauline Wilson) set 

about raising funds 

by holding coffee 

mornings. Thirty-five years later … these coffee mornings are 

more popular than ever. Held every Wednesday from 9.30 to 

11.30 in the Lower Methodist Hall, they regularly attract 30 

people or more, from babies to grandparents, of all faiths and 

none. In celebration of thirty-five years’ achievement, on 2 

October, Elaine Parsons, who leads the Church’s Social 

Committee, thanked the team of volunteers and presented 

three of the founding organisers, who still attend, with 

flowering plants. Martin Hannant also thanked the volunteers, 

saying the Church very much appreciated all that they do. 

The sale of coffee, cakes, homemade jams and baking, as 

well as bric-a-brac and books, raises funds for the upkeep of 

the Church and Hall (new heaters recently, planned revamp of 

gents’ WCs, an easy access WC and replacement dishwasher), 

and for a range of charities. Reverend Soba Sinnathamby 

explains that the charities are chosen each year ‘based upon 

the priorities decided by the church community, which are 

mission, evangelism, spiritual development and community 

involvement.’ Local charities include Highlands Day Centre 

and hospices. Money is also donated to the Bible Society and 

Overseas Missions. On 13 November the charity will be 

World Mission and, on 4 December, Crisis at Christmas. 

Elaine told the News, ‘Our Wednesday mornings are an 

           is offering 

A Three Course Meal   
Coffee, Mince Pies 

& Disco 

Have You Booked 
Your Christmas        

Party Yet?
The Crown 
& Cushion 

For only £24.95pp 
Call 01608 642533 to book

Chipping Norton 20mph zone

Speed limit                                          
boundary

Ruby Joyner and Elaine Parsons celebrate 
35 years of coffee mornings!
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extension of our church fellowship and we are always pleased 

to welcome friends, old and new’. Why not pop along one 

Wednesday? You can be sure of a warm welcome from the 

dedicated team of volunteers, as well as delicious cake. 

Oh What a Night! 
Q: What do you get if you start 
the evening with a unicorn and 
end it with a psychic duck?              
A: The House Party 2019!  
Chipping Norton Theatre 

held a major – very different – 

fundraising event last month 

at magnificent Aynhoe Park, 

showcasing their wild side! 

This included an operatic 

version of Blur’s ‘country 

house’ sung on a staircase by 

Mezzo Soprano Claire 

Bradshaw; seriously talented 

craftsman Ben Williams 

carving letters out of stone 

next to Hercules; warming 

your hands by the fire with quiet guy and mime artist Richard 

Jones; and being spooked in the Library by storyteller 

Kudzanayi Chiwawa. The Theatre’s Sasha Buckman said, ‘The 

evening was quite simply magical. This one-off event (we’ve 

been asked to do another!), was a walk-through production in 

a stunning house with entertainment around every corner.’ 

For many, the star of the show was cabaret artist Ada Campe 

performing in the ‘nightclub’ with dodgy magic, psychic duck 

(told you) and slightly jaded view on middle age.  

Ross & Ross provided deliciously dramatic canapés, and 

North Oxfordshire Wine brought the champagne. Thanks also 

to the wonderful Tyrells, Blenheim Water and Mr Simms for 

lavish goody bags and Andrew Ogilvy Photography for 

pictures. The Theatre was hugely grateful to James & Sophie 

Perkins who lent their Aynhoe home for the event, all in aid 

of enticing new Patrons and visitors by showcasing The 

Theatre. Sasha, explained, ‘We are a charity earning over 75% 

of the funds we need through ticket sales, advertising and 

merchandising, with just 213 seats in our auditorium. We have 

fabulous Friends, Patrons and supporters making a real 

difference, but we need to work hard to keep going.’ To find 

out how to support the Theatre, including becoming a Patron, 

email Sasha on sbuckman@chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Home Library Service here 
As we head into winter, do you worry about slipping on 

treacherous icy pavements? Would you like to borrow books, 

music or films from Chipping Norton Library but can’t 

manage the incline of Goddards Lane? With help from local 

volunteers we can bring our library service to you at home. 

The Home Library Service is offered to people who can’t get 

to the Library due to disability, illness or full-time caring 

responsibilities. This includes people who might need the 

service on a short-term basis. If you are interested, we will 

discuss your requirements and arrange for a volunteer to visit. 

They wear identification badges and are DBS checked. Your 

library materials are delivered for free every three weeks. To 

register for this service or for further information call the 

Home Library Service on 01865 810259 or email 

homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk. And our Coffee 

Mornings with Age UK, held at the Library, continue on the 

first Wednesday of every month from 11am to 1pm. Sian from 

Age UK is here with information and advice.  

Sally Moore – Library Manager 

Ascott Martyr plaques 
Paul Jackson, outgoing Chairman 

of the Ascott Martyrs Educational 

Trust, welcomed a good crowd of 

mainly descendants of the Ascott 

Martyrs at a recent unveiling of 

memorial plaques on Ascott 

under Wychwood village green.  

Amongst those present was Ivor 

Townsend, whose 16-year-old 

grandmother Fanny Honeybone 

was the youngest of the Martyrs. 

The Trust has worked hard to 

raise awareness of the Martyrs 

and their significance. The legacy 

of the 16 women, who went to 

Oxford Jail in 1873 for picketing 

in a strike by farmhands, is that picketing was made legal a 

year later and clerical magistrates were phased out. There is 

now a comprehensive website www.ascottmartyrs.co.uk, a 

large research group and even a film made by Brookes 

University which was premiered after the unveiling and which 

will soon be on YouTube. The Co-op in Chippy hopes to show 

it in their coffee area soon. 

Ivor with a photo of 
Granny Fanny Honeybone
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The (Lido’s) Grand Auction 
Regular readers may 

have seen in last 

month’s News that 

Jeremy Clarkson will 

be wielding the gavel 

once again at our 

Auction of Promises 

– The Grand Auction 

– in the Town Hall on Friday 15 

November. This important 

fundraising event is always 

entertaining, this year seeing 

Jezza auction a wide range of lots: 

from signed copies of his latest 

book to a week’s holiday let in 

Tenby; a hamper of Lido trustees’ 

preserves to a Mini for a 

weekend; an own-a-pony 

morning to a football shirt signed 

by David Beckham himself; and 

m a n y  

more! Tickets are £17.50 for 

access to an evening in the 

company of one of our local 

celebrities, selling some desirable 

and unique lots. Wine and nibbles 

are included and there will be a 

donation bar available too. Get 

your tickets now from Jaffé & 

Neale Bookshop and The 

Fibreworks. Spread the word, buy 

tickets for friends and family, and 

look out for further details of lots on chippylido.co.uk, 

facebook, Twitter and Instagram (just look for ChippyLido). 

Claire Williamson 

WODC climate change tsar 
West Oxfordshire District Council, having declared a climate 

emergency in June, has appointed Cllr David Harvey as their 

Cabinet Member for Climate Change. The Cabinet has also 

approved £120,000 for a Climate Change Manager position 

for the next two years. Cllr Harvey said, ‘We need to show 

ambition and impetus to push the climate change agenda 

forward. We need to establish the key areas where we can 

make a change such as planning provisions.’ He would be 

learning from other councils’ experience and lobbying for 

change nationally. 

A recent report by Friends of the Earth, using publicly 

available data, compared West Oxfordshire with other 

authorities and shows that a lot of work is needed. For 

example, only 22% of commuter journeys are by public 

transport, walking or cycling. This needs to reach 50% by 

2030, a figure already exceeded by best performing similar 

local authorities. Only 42% of houses are well insulated – the 

2030 target should be 100%; 60% of waste is recycled – target 

70% by 2025; 76MW of renewable energy is generated – the 

best of similar authorities has 251MW. Tree cover is only 9% 

– the target should be 20% – the highest proportion in similar 

areas is already 34%. 

One key area is how WODC can overcome resistance 

from housing developers in schemes like Chipping Norton’s 

Tank Farm and Eynsham Garden Village. Councils such as 

WODC could insist as far as possible that new houses use 

solar panels, electric car charging points, ground or air source 

heat pumps (instead of gas boilers) and that triple glazing is 

provided as a minimum. Cllr Harvey has said, ‘There are many 

areas of planning where I feel progress needs to be made and 

hopefully some early results will be seen. I will try to ensure 

the public here in West Oxfordshire are kept informed about 

progress.’ 

Auction of land at The Leys 
A field behind The Leys, running from Lords Piece Road to 

Station Road, remains unsold following an auction on 7 

October. The 10 acres of agricultural land is on the market 

with six different agents in Oxford, London and Surrey for 

variously £450,000, £350,000 and a guide price of £275,000 

with Bernard Marcus Hammersmith Auctions. Originally 

marketed with a guide price of £950,000, it has failed to sell 

at auctions in July, September and October despite the agents’ 

initial optimism. As we have previously reported, in the 

current planning context, the land seems unlikely to receive 

planning permission for development. 

Join Santas on the run 
Helen & Douglas House’s annual Santa 

Run has a new name – Frosty 5k! Why 

not join 1500 Santas with the family in 

University Parks on Saturday        

7 December to raise funds for the 

Hospice? You can run, walk, skip or jump 

your way round the 5K, passing through 

four new wonderfully wacky winter zones. 

The course is completely wheelchair and buggy friendly – plus 

there is an event village from 10am to 3pm. Sign up at 

helenanddouglas.org.uk/event/frosty-5k/ or call 01865 

799150. 

Katharine House funding 
A team from local hospice Katharine House recently visited 

10 Downing Street to publicise the funding crisis facing many 

end-of-life care providers. On their own challenge, Katharine 

House  reports a budgeted shortfall of £435,000 for next year 

– the equivalent of closing for one month a year! The Hospice 

costs are rising, yet the percentage of Government funding 

has shrunk from 31% to 24% over five years. The 

Government’s recent commitment to review hospice funding 

has been welcomed but the charity says the additional £25 

million promised will not solve the hospice problem when 

split across England’s 155 hospices. Opened 25 years ago, the 

hospice was named after Katharine, a young woman who 

passed away from cancer at just 20 years old. Her father, Neil, 

with friends, set out to raise funds to build a place that would 

care for people during their toughest times. Chief Executive 

Angharad Orchard launched a new appeal saying ‘At any one 

time around 300 local people receive our compassionate 

support and end-of-life care – at home, at the hospice, 

through our new Living Well service or at the Horton 

Hospital. It will only take a moment of your time to donate, 

by post, online or by phone. Please help Katharine House 

continue to ensure the compassionate end-of-life care our 
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community needs‘. Local Fundraising includes: 

Charity Quiz – come on Friday 22 November to Crown & 

Cushion, 6.45 for 7pm start. Tables of six, £7.50 per person. 

Profits to KHH matched by Barclays Bank. Email 

shirleycollings@tinyworld.co.uk or call 238514. 

Skydiving – yes 
we did! As 

trailed last month, 

Kirsty, James and 

Nicola from 

Chippy’s Blue 

Boar finally 

braved the fall and 

skydived for 

Katharine House. 

Kirsty said, ‘It was 

absolutely ter-

rifying but at the 

same time the 

biggest rush, and 

for an excellent 

and certainly 

worthy cause. So 

we are all glad that we have completed it wearing our Hospice 

T shirts to show our support! However, I’m not so sure that 

I would want to go again for round two! We are still 

continuing to raise money for this fantastic hospice – our 

total stands at around £750.’ Thanks to all. You can still donate: 

drop in the Blue Boar or find their JustGiving page via the 

pub’s facebook page! 

Santa Fun Run – why not help raise funds by joining the 

Santa Fun Run on Sunday 1 December in Banbury. Sign up at 

www.khh.org.uk/Event/santa and join over 400 Santas!  

The Hospice also has its Lights of Love services at 

Christmas to remember loved ones and you can complete 

dedications for their books of remembrance. Service in 

Banbury at St Mary’s Church, Horsefair is on Tuesday 3 

December. See www.khh.org.uk/Event/lights. 

Allotments & that Link Road 
There still seems little definite news on how the Tank Farm 

plans and the proposed ‘link road’ will affect the Allotments at 

Glyme Lane, or indeed the Memorial Wood – after questions 

were raised again at the 9 October Annual Meeting of the 

William Fowler Allotments Trust. WODC’s Local Plan shows 

the new road going through Track 3 of the allotments. Minutes 

of last year’s Meeting reported that the Trust had been 

promoting allotments to new users partly to increase 

‘resistance’ to the new link road. At this year’s Meeting, Chair 

Don Davidson tried to assure potentially affected allotment 

holders that, in his opinion, there was at least ‘one more 

season of productive use’. He said there was currently no 

decision from Oxfordshire County Council and WODC on 

the Link Road route, just an ‘indicative alignment’, and that 

OCC were being ‘tardy’ about timing. Councillors Davidson 

and Tysoe said the master plan produced by Carillion (former 

OCC consultants that had gone into liquidation) was ‘locked 

in a bottom drawer’ and design work would need to start 

again. 

The Councillors felt there were still different possible 

Link Road routes. Cllr Davidson was trying to get a meeting 

with OCC and WODC officers to discuss the route and 

other aspects of the Strategic Development Area. The Town 

Council would let people know any news. He said any 

negotiations to secure a new location for displaced allotments 

could only start once it was known how many would be taken 

out of use. This was in the hands of OCC and WODC. In 

answer to Councillor Benfield, the Chair said any 

compensation was likely to be restricted to like-for-like, 

although he had verbally asked for extra facilities, such as 

fencing, hard standing and water supply at the public 

consultation. Councillor Tysoe said he would check whether 

they had written, on behalf of the Trust, to WODC with a 

formal request for land replacement or compensation. 

Fears over security at the allotments continued, with 

claims that 7 or 8 sheds had been broken into recently. An 

allotment holder said he had found fresh blood on the 

padlock to his shed early one Saturday morning and felt this 

was not a safe place for women or children. Councillor 

Davidson urged anyone experiencing theft or damage to 

report this to the Police calling 101. 

News from Penhurst Gardens  
Penhurst Gardens Care Home recently hosted an exhibition, 

Gardens of the 

World Project 

opened by 

Deputy Mayor 

Mark Walker 

pictured here. 

It was a 

collaboration 

of art works by 

The Henry 

Cornish Care 

Home, The Old 

Prebendal and 

Penhurst Gard-

ens itself. It was 

organised by 

Emma Polin of 

Creative Mojo, 

an organisation 

which runs 

tailor-made craft activities for care homes. Emma, who covers 

the Chippy area, took a Fine Arts degree specialising in 

printmaking and taught for 20 years with many ages and 

abilities including physical disabilities and young people with 

profound learning disabilities. She has now started working 

with clients with dementia.   

Penhurst Gardens Care Home has been shortlisted for 

two national ‘Caring UK Awards’ (Team of the Year and 

Catering) having beaten off competition from hundreds of 

others. The next stage is final judging. Penhurst Gardens 

Manager, Matthew Berry, is no stranger to awards – he was 

shortlisted as Care Home Manager of the Year in the National 

Care Awards in 2018 and several of his team have also been 

shortlisted. Matthew said, ‘The team and I are delighted and 

can’t wait for the next stage so we can showcase everything 

that Penhurst Gardens has to offer. Awards are fantastic, but 

our ultimate goal is securing the CQC regulator rating of 

‘Outstanding’ when next inspected’. Winners will be 

announced at an awards ceremony on Friday 15 November. 
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Adderbury Xmas Market 
This year’s traditional Christmas market is at St Mary’s 

Church on Saturday 30 November, 11am-4pm. Lots of 

Christmas present stalls, cards and crafts, perfumes, unusual 

gifts and jewellery. There will be homemade soup and hot 

dogs for lunch, tea and cakes in the afternoon in Church 

House, or mulled wine and mince pies in the Church. Santa 

will be in his grotto for the children from 11am–1pm and 2–

4pm. For more details see www.adderbury.org. All of the 

profits go to local charities. Over 12 years, the market has 

donated over £10,700 to Katharine House Hospice, and 

£6,300 to other local charities. 

Attention all allotment holders! 
A group of local artists, including a 

painter, portrait artist, poet, 

ceramicist and maker of books, 

have been documenting life, activity, 

plants and people (pictured!) on the 

William Fowler Allotments and 

along Glyme Lane as far as the farm 

over recent months. All five have 

used what they see on the 

allotments as inspiration. Some 

allotment holders may already have 

met and chatted to them. The 

artists are planning an exhibition of 

their work at The Theatre Gallery 

from 4 April–4 May next year. They would like to include 

voices of some of the allotment holders talking about their 

experiences and memories of having an allotment, to which 

people visiting the exhibition can listen on headphones. Voices 

will be recorded by a professional recording producer. The 

artists are inviting allotment holders who would like to take 

part to contact Judith Yarrow at judithyarrow@hotmail.com, 

on 07969 039204, at 8 Cross Leys, OX7 5HG or by letting the 

Town Clerk know. Sounds like it could be a wonderful 

celebration of trials, tribulations and fun of allotmenteering! 

As Councillor Mike Tysoe says, it could also add to the Town’s 

armoury of evidence trying to keep the allotments alive. So 

do get in touch to contribute to this wonderful project! 

Allotment winners 
Awards for this year’s 

William Fowler Trust 

Allotment holders 

were presented at the 

Town Council meeting 

on 21 October.  

Large Allotments:   
1st Prize Mr M Case, 

No.49 £50, 2nd Mr I 

Terry No.41 £20, 3rd Mr 

P Pritchard No.60A £15.  

Small Allotments: 1st Mrs E Moorland No.108A £25, 2nd Mr M 

Oliver No.11A £10, 3rd Mr Jeffries No.81B £7. 

Enstone car museum progress 
Readers of The Sunday Times may have spotted, in Jeremy 

Clarkson’s column in late September, mention of our MP 

Robert Courts as having asked the Secretary of State for 

Communities and Local Government to reconsider WODC’s 

decision to grant planning permission for a major motor 

museum at Enstone Airfield. As this is a very rare occurrence, 

the News decided to investigate. The planning application for 

the £130m museum claims the development would bring 

£1.7m into the local community by way of affordable housing 

and environmental improvements with up to local 338 jobs 

and 200,000 annual visitors. 

After seven months of deliberation, the application 

received the conditional support of many affected parish 

councils and WODC granted ‘outline consent’ (permission in 

principle with details reserved) subject to legal agreement and 

conditions on 4 June this year. Local MP, Robert Courts, given 

the considerable arguments for and against the controversial 

plan, took the unusual step of requesting that the Secretary of 

State ‘call in’ the proposal to review it. Mr Courts told the News 
he was not against the development but wanted to ensure ‘that 

the application is scrutinised robustly and, crucially, seen by the 

community to have been so.’ This could have potentially 

changed the decision, but, our MP said, the SOS decided not to 

get involved feeling that ‘it was best that the decision was made 

on a local level.’ So, it looks as if, subject to complying with all 

legal agreements etc, we could indeed see a major investment 

in a motor museum in Enstone. 

Lights up at Fairytale Farm 

At Fairytale Farm, at Southcombe near Chipping Norton, the 

weekend Illuminated Evenings are back until 24 November. 

The park is open all day as usual but when daylight fades, the 

entire Enchanted Walk will become a magical wonderland of 

fairy lights. The Dancing Water Fountains will be lit in a 

wonderful blaze of colour and the Snow White Gardens, new 

this year, will be interactive to the touch. The fairytale pictures 

and display will tell a different part of the Snow White story. 

The Farm will stay open until after dusk every Saturday and 

Sunday; earlier visitors to the site can stay on free. The 

Beanstalk Café will be open as usual. The Illuminations and 

Supper Deal is available every weekend from 4pm for £6.50 

CHRISTMAS SALES 
Fair Trade crafts from Nepal 

Handmade silver Jewellery ~ Scarves, 
gloves, hats & colourful sox ~ Cashmere & 
silk shawls and scarves ~ Yak wool shawls 

Tibetan incense and holders ~ Leather bags 

at 11 Church Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5NT 

Wednesday 20 November 7-9pm 

Thursday 21 November 10am-7pm (drop in all day) 

Monday 2 December 7-9pm 

Tuesday 3 December 10am-7pm (drop in all day) 

Contact Heather Leonard (01608 643691) 
www.tamrakar.co.uk 

           All friends welcome! 
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per person. Tickets bought online save 10% per person via 

info@fairytale farm.co.uk. 

Lionsraw’s charity concert  
On Saturday 9 November the Chipping Norton Lionsraw 

team is running a fundraising evening, starting 7pm, at the 

Town Hall. Featuring music from King Brasstards and Good 

Intent, plus raffle and hog roast, it is set to be a fantastic 

evening. All proceeds go towards the next phase of a building 

project (next April) in the Zulu area of Kwa Ximba near 

Durban in South Africa. In previous projects, Lionsraw have 

built a school, additional classrooms and toilet facilities. The 

group’s fundraising target of £10,000 for the next project will 

help build a community/school hall, improve water and waste 

management systems and provide sports facilities such as 

football and netball for the schoolchildren. Ticket sales are 

going well, but let’s have a sellout! Tickets £25 each via Stan 

Matthews on 07508 277095 or SDMservices@mail.com. 

Lionsraw as a charity started back in 2004 by football fans 

with a passion for the game and how that passion might 

change lives. The vision developed from its roots in the 

North East of England into a global movement of fans who 

share the vision. More information at Lionsraw.org. 

Rosie Smith 

Lawrence Gala Xmas Event 
Join the Lawrence Home Nursing Team for A Christmas Carol 
with fizz, canapés and festive storytelling to celebrate the 

Team’s 20th anniversary in the splendid surroundings of 

Ditchley Park on Saturday 14 December from 7–10.30pm. 

Invited are celebrated actors, Alison Steadman, Mark Gatiss 

and Toby Jones, to give readings from Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol followed by carol singing from local choir 8-in-a-bar with 

conductor, Bernard West. For further details and information 

about tickets, please visit www.lawrencehomenursing.org or 

alternatively email fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org. 

Verity Fifer 

Chastleton’s Victorian Xmas 
The team at the National Trust’s glorious Jacobean Chastleton 

House invites you to start Christmas celebrations with a visit 

to a traditionally decorated country house to enjoy the sights 

and sounds of a Victorian Yuletide over three weekends. 

Explore the house and gardens and find out about how the 

Whitmore-Jones family prepared and celebrated Christmas 

here in the 19th century. Dress warmly as the house can be 

cold! From 11am to 3pm, 23 and 24 November, 30 November 

and 1, 7 and 8 December, last entry to the house is at 2.30pm. 

You can transport yourselves back to 1845 when Dorothy 

and her husband John-Henry are celebrating Christmas with 

their family and close friends. Join them living at Chastleton 17 

years after inheriting the estate from John-Henry’s cousin, 

Arthur. They are always relieved that they choose to stay at 

their beloved Chastleton for Christmas, although sometimes 

tempted to stay with family instead – they enjoy the routine 

of bringing in the festive season in their much-loved home 

each year. Although the Whitmore-Jones’ try to keep their 

celebrations simple, not wanting to create too much extra 

work for their staff, they are expecting guests and so a certain 

amount of decorating and entertaining will be required … see 

advert on p14 for details. 
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Time to try for WOBA glory 
Come on Chipping Norton! Business leaders gathered at 

Blenheim last month to launch the 10th annual West 

Oxfordshire Business Awards. The whole thing celebrates the 

best of local business – and includes categories for large, small, 

charities, innovators, best employers and outstanding 

individuals. There is also an overall winner. Two categories 

added this year include the ‘winner of winners’ award 

(sponsored by recent Chippy winner, Wise Investment), open 

to all previous WOBA winners. There’s a new Young 

Entrepreneur Award for the 30s. Previous Chipping Norton 

award winners have included Owen Mumford, Tickittyshake, 

Lawrence Nursing Team and individual Vivian Woodell on his 

success starting the Phone Co-op. See the website for how to 

enter and get your nominations in early. It all leads up to a gala 

final awards event early in 2020 at Heythrop Park. 

A year of Cuppa, Cake & Chat 
There was a first birthday celebration on Sunday afternoon 6 

October for the Cuppa, Cake and Chat gathering – organised 

by WOWI (West Oxfordshire Women’s Institute) at Chipping 

Norton Methodist Church. All this is thanks to the generous 

hospitality of the Church. Regular guests were joined by the 

Town Mayor and representatives of the Church, Oxfordshire 

Federation of WIs, Age UK plus many WOWI members 

bearing cakes. All the guests were entertained, candles were 

blown out and C-shaped cakes cut and enjoyed. If anyone is at 

a loose end on the first Sunday each month at 2.30pm then 

please join in …  a Cuppa, Cake and a Chat await you! 

Sue Leeming 

Clarkson farm shop plans 
A couple of years ago Jeremy Clarkson bought the 350-

hectare Curdle Hill Farm (now renamed ‘Diddly Squat’ Farm) 

that straddles Chipping Norton Road on the way to 

Chadlington. Readers may recall that, soon after, he literally 

blew up the farmhouse, filming the event for his show. In July 

he submitted a planning application for a lambing shed and 

farm shop, which, he says in his application, is needed to 

enable the farm to diversify ‘as its reliance on EU subsidies 

inevitably reduces’, a view apparently supported by WODC’s 

Business Development Manager. There has been a small 

number of local objections lodged, including on grounds that 

access, next to the Chipping Norton Camping and 

Caravanning Club, is dangerous, that the farm is not producing 

crops suitable for a farm shop, that the shop could undermine 

Chadlington Quality Foods which already sells local produce 

– and also that ‘this could be a stepping stone into something 

unacceptable’. 

This last comment is likely to be connected to wider 

plans for TV filming, originally mentioned in a benign 

statement in the planning application: ‘The owner of the farm 

may film the construction and future operation of the lambing 

shed and farm shop for a TV programme, yet to be 

commissioned and which therefore may never come about’. 

Planning permission is needed for filming because normal 

permitted development rights for commercial film-making are 

suspended within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

However, since July, as widely reported, things have moved on. 

Amazon Prime Video has given the go-ahead to an eight-part 

series, to be launched in 200 countries and territories across 

the world, fronted by Jeremy Clarkson, with the working title 

I Bought a Farm. Filming started this autumn and will continue 

across the farming year, following the highs and lows of 

Clarkson’s agricultural pursuits. Chadlington Parish Council 

has not objected to the planning application, as long as filming 

is for farming activities only and local produce only is sold. 

WODC is currently considering the planning application. 

Amazon Prime viewers will wait to see just how deep in the 

mud Jeremy Clarkson intends to immerse himself! 

Seagulls terrorize Jeremy 
A recent article in the national press reported how Jeremy 

Clarkson is trying to fight off hundreds of dive-bombing 

psycho seagulls on his near-1000 acre farm. He recently 

posted Instagram images of seagulls swarming over his farm 

and ‘flying away with the harvest’. The farm grows wheat, 

barley and oilseed rape and he wants to keep it carbon 

neutral. The new TV show (see article above) aims to reveal 

life setting up and running the farm, ‘warts and all’. 

Travel is so personal that at 
Travel Counsellors, we believe 
everybody deserves their own 
expert. 
So if you’re looking for a holiday 
to remember – and a personal 
service you won’t find anywhere 
else – I’d be happy to help 
Adele Lootes  
Travel Counsellor 

01608 880 006 

adele.lootes@travelcounsellors.com 

www.travelcounsellors.com/adele.lootes
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St Andrew’s Great Rollright 
By the time you read this, parishioners will have wished Revd 

Wendy Cunningham a happy retirement. Wendy is planning a 

long break to decide what the Lord has in store for her next, 

but she has our grateful thanks for her ministry in Great 

Rollright and across the Parish, and our very best wishes for 

the future. Looking forward, the Service of Remembrance will 

be held in St Peter’s, Hook Norton. This is always a very full, 

busy service. Our Patronal Festival on Sunday 1 December 

will be celebrated with a benefice service at 10am in St 

Andrew’s. All very welcome at all services, or just pop in any 

time, the church is open during daylight hours and offers a 

quiet, cool space for thought and prayer. For more 

information you can contact the Benefice Office tel:737995 

or email office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk or visit the 

website www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5880/benefice/. 

Sarah Durham  

District Councillors’ Drop in  
Chipping Norton’s Labour District Councillors, Geoff Saul, 

Laetisia Carter and Mike Cahill, hold drop in advice sessions 

regularly from 10 to 11.30am on the first Wednesday of every 

month at The Old Mill Coffee House & Bistro at 7 West Street. 

The next date is Wednesday 6 November. If you can’t make the 

Drop In you can email them: geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk,  

laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk or mike.cahill@westoxon.gov.uk 

if you have concerns over housing, planning, recycling and refuse 

collection, parking, anti-social behaviour or any other local 

issues.  

TSB help for Theatre trip 
TSB Partners, 

based in the 

Chipping Nor-

ton branch on 

High Street, have 

raised over £500 

for their local 

charity partner, 

The Albion, a day 

centre for adults 

with learning 

difficulties run by 

the Life Path 

Trust charity. A 

sponsored walk 

and a tombola 

funded a trip to 

the Theatre for 

staff and clients 

to see and sing along with Mary Poppins. Michelle Wiggins, 

manager of TSB Chipping Norton, said, ‘The Albion is a vital 

part of our community and we are proud to have them as our 

local charity partner’. Steph Newbold of The Albion added, 

‘We are hugely grateful to the TSB. The money raised and 

general support is helping to deliver really important services 

at the Albion’. 

Changes to Oxford buses 
Do Chipping Norton readers use the convenient buses to 

Oxford and London? If so, then watch out for some changes. 

First, on the S3 from Oxford to Chippy, since 20 October, 

after leaving Oxford Station and Gloucester Green, the main 

city centre stop has moved from George St to stop C4 on 

Magdalen Street. Not much difference in distance if walking up 

from Cornmarket – just keep straight on – but a bit further if 

cutting through by New Inn Hall Street from Westgate or 

Marks & Spencer! It’s now at the same stop as the route 7 to 

Woodstock which goes via Summertown and Oxford 

Parkway. Some Number 7s in fact serve Chippy early morning 

and late evening – and there is a new later Number 7 bus on 

Sunday evenings which departs Oxford Rail Station half an 

hour later at 23.35. Timetable leaflets on buses and from 

www.stagecoachbus.com. 

Secondly, after 40 years the Oxford Bus Company is 

stopping the X90 service to London on 4 January. This leaves 

Stagecoach operating their Oxford Tube with the advantage 

for Chippy in that it is possible to book through to London 

on the S3, effectively giving a free connecting journey to and 

from Oxford. This ticket is available on all S3 journeys and 

therefore not subject to the 09.00 time limit for free bus pass 

travel. Ask the driver for a ‘Tube Connector’ ticket. 

Rollright Friday Night Bingo 
Make a date for the next bingo evening in Great Rollright 

Village Hall on Friday 15 November, raising money this month 

for VE Day celebrations planned for next year. Friday night 

bingo has become a permanent fixture in Great Rollright. 

With a relaxed atmosphere, everyone is welcome – bring a 

group and have a laugh. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm 

start. Games normally finish at 9.15 – so not too late for the 

Theatre trip to sing along to Mary Poppins
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younger ones and time to go out for the older ones! Bar, 

refreshments, and real cash prizes. This is non-profit-making – 

all proceeds go towards chosen causes. The following event 

on 13 December is the Christmas Special! Eyes Down Look 

In!! For further info email: grrbingo@aol.com. 

Duncan Midwood 

Folk Evenings in The Chequers 
Any ‘Folks’ With a Piano? 

Every third Thursday in the 

month there’s a folk evening 

in The Chequers in Chipping 

Norton from 7.30pm, when 

people are warmly invited to 

turn up and join in or just 

listen. They are open sessions 

– bring your voice and/or an 

instrument. The friendly folk love people trying to overcome 

their nerves to join in for the first time! There are often a 

couple of accordion players, guitarists, a cello, a penny whistle 

or two, occasionally some dudi or Northumberland small 

pipes and some singers. The organisers linked up with the 

Chipping Norton Music Festival in March which worked really 

well in re-establishing folk music into the Festival. But what 

they don’t have is a playable piano! At the last meeting a 

Dutch family on holiday here came and joined in and played 

the piano which was wonderful fun. But that’s when everyone 

realised they really need a new piano as the one at the 

Chequers is beyond tuning. Do you happen to have an 

unwanted upright piano you could donate to the Chequers 

for the folk night? But anyway, if you fancy joining in, you 

would be most welcome. Our next session is Thursday 21 

November. Contact Jon Drake cnj44@icloud.com. 

Roman Villa mosaics revealed 
There are many signs of Roman life around Chipping Norton 

and the North Cotswolds – including the possibility of a large 

villa up Glyme Lane near Chippy’s allotments behind Top 

School’s playing fields. The  North Leigh Roman Villa’s mosaic 

house a few miles south – was open as part of English 

Heritage’s Open Days weekend in September. The warm, late 

summer weather meant that over 400 people enjoyed the 

beauty of the second- and third-century site in glorious 

sunshine. A new group of volunteers from neighbouring 

villages, working with English Heritage, staffed the open days. 

Their plan is to begin a regular pattern of openings for the 

mosaic next summer. This year visitors could see the mosaic, 

up close sometimes for the first time, some having waited 

many years to do so. The open day was also successful in 

recruiting new volunteers and friends. To become a ‘Friend’ of 

North Leigh Roman Villa and be kept informed of future 

openings, contact volunteer Matthew Lee on 

52woodlinn@gmail.com. So … back to those Romans up 

Glyme Lane … what do we think might be lying there hidden 

under the earth? 

Many potential crises are taken very seriously by our Public agencies – from climate 

change with extreme weather, security, and pandemics to personal and domestic 

emergencies such as fire, loss of power and water, transport and illness. All of this can 

challenge the best of us to react to save life and minimise the impact on our health 

and well-being. 

Do you say ‘I’ll be OK on the day’, or would you like to be better prepared – and, 

of course, ‘be a good neighbour’ to others? OK, so is there any advice on all this? 

Well, actually, there is a very good summary leaflet on how to prepare both yourself 

and your family, to deal with the unexpected. It’s a booklet called, Are You Ready?, 
produced by the Thames Valley Local Resilience Forum, which is a mouthful, but their 

work is superb – the booklet is helpful and readable and includes things such as: 

- A household emergency plan – for example for flooding, heatwaves, health scares, 

transport accidents and more 

- What to put in an ‘emergency grab bag’ ready to go 

- ‘Emergency Friends’ and where to go for advice 

Try googling ‘Are You Ready – Thames Valley’ to find it or visit 

www.thamesvalleylrf.org.uk/useful-links/publications/are-you-ready.ashx. It involves 

police, fire, health, local councils, health and environment agencies. One News Team 

member, who has spent his career dealing with crises, says taking preparation seriously 

makes a lot of sense in a more turbulent world. Keep an eye on the News for future 

items based on constructive ideas in the booklet and actual local support available for 

real emergencies – making it all easier to understand to help with your own actions. 

ARE YOU READY? – Emergency Planning 
Last month’s feature on ‘Are you ready for Brexit?’ raised a wider question of how we – in Chipping Norton 

and beyond – prepare for any sort of emergency. Here are some thoughts 
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The Basket Room’s in town 
Chipping Norton has acquired a fascinating new business – 

the Basket Room – opening up at Worcester Road business 

park. Set up in 2014 by fashion graduates Holly McMullen and 

Camilla Sutton, The Basket Room works with remarkable 

weaving cooperatives from over the African continent, from 

Kenya, to Ghana, to Zimbabwe. They work directly with the 

artisans on new designs, quality control and production, to 

bring the baskets to the showroom in Chipping Norton and 

then to the world! You will find their baskets in The Conran 

Shop, Toast and Anthropologie, and independent stores from 

Oxford to New York and Tokyo. The Basket Room’s home had 

previously been Charlbury but moved recently to Chippy 

where Holly’s in-laws have lived for generations. Holly told 

the News, ‘The weavers are the life-force of our project. We 

support the basket-making trade, encouraging precious skills 

to be protected as they are passed through generations. In 

turn, these talented craftspeople, who are predominantly 

female, can benefit from the fair wages and dignified working 

conditions that the cooperatives provide. The sustainable 

income empowers women, giving them independence, 

confidence and a voice in typically male-dominated cultures.’ 

As grass rolling, weaving and dyeing techniques differ across 

countries, each community has expertise in its own unique 

form of basketry, depending on the local sustainable materials.  

The variety of baskets is as vast and vibrant as the regions 

they come from. The business stocks natural baskets, palm 

bowls, basket bags, bike baskets, laundry baskets and wall 

platters, to name but a few. Everyone is invited to the opening 

party at the showroom on Thursday 7 November, 2–8pm, a 

perfect opportunity for some basket browsing with a glass of 

wine. Or pop down anytime between 9am and 5pm Monday 

to Friday. The Basket Room, 9 Worcester Road Industrial 

Estate, OX7 5XW. For more information call 239482 or visit 

www.thebasketroom.com. 

Gt Rollright – great market 
The next markets are on Saturdays 2 November and 7 

December in Great Rollright Village Hall 9.30am-12.30pm. 

Home-produced foods, local organic veg, local farm meat, well 

stocked dairy, Traidcraft, funky jewellery, practical crafts and 

plants in a wide price range plus some bargains. New at the 

market are ‘Two Jolly Cooks’ specialising in proper home-

cooked frozen meals – great if you are not up to cooking for 

one or two! Café with fresh coffee (donations) and home-

cooked bacon rolls in a friendly atmosphere. Call Kate about 

stalls on 730788 or visit greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com 

or facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket 

Betty Griffiths 1950–2019 
It is with great sadness that we, as a 

Chipping Norton and wider community, 

must acknowledge the passing of a loving 

mother, a caring grandmother, a doting 

sister, and a wonderful friend. Born in 

late 1950, Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Griffiths 

devoted most of her life to education, 

marrying her RAF husband David in July 

1973. From that point, they settled in 

Oxfordshire with their three children: 

Paul, Hannah and Rosie. The majority of 

Betty’s teaching career was at Burford School, where she is 

fondly remembered, not only as an excellent teacher, but as 

someone who was passionate about supporting all aspects of 

school life. She led school trips, helped on the sports field, and 

nurtured many students through school in her role as Head 

of Year. In 2012, Betty tragically lost her dear husband and 

made the decision to move to Chipping Norton a couple of 

years later. She threw herself into everything and immediately 

became an avid and devoted member of the Women’s 

Institute (WOWI), serving proudly as President since 2017. 

Betty loved to exercise, was regularly seen swimming at the 

Lido, played pickleball on a Tuesday evening, and participated 

in walking days out with local Ramblers. Betty’s family, her 

greatest fans, grew substantially over the past 10 years. She 

became a grandmother in 2006 when her first grandchild was 

born, called Stijn. Since then she has smothered Amy, Thomas, 

Max, Arwen, Oliver, Charlie and baby Louis with all the love 

and care you could imagine. They will miss their Granny 

dearly. Her family are hopeful that Betty will be remembered 

as the superhero they were so very proud of. Why are the 

best ones always taken so early? Life is truly not fair.  

With thanks to Betty’s family for sending this tribute 

Peggy McLeod 1917–2019 
Friday 4 October saw the funeral 

service of Mrs Peggy Alice McLeod. It 

was a celebration of a long and healthy 

life lasting 101 years and an important 

nine months. Don and Peggy McLeod 

moved to Chipping Norton from 

Chipping Campden about 35 years ago. 

Peggy transferred to Chipping Norton 

WI and was also a member of Over 

Norton WI, the town history group and attended French 

classes. She wheeled trolleys round The War Memorial 

Hospital and Castle View with Dr Sheila Parker. Peggy was a 

self-taught gardener and also an accomplished dressmaker. 

Fridays, when she went to Highlands, were always a highlight. 

of her week and everyone there was wonderful. Some years 

after the loss of her husband, Peggy moved to The Henry 

Cornish Care Centre where her love of art, singing and 

words excelled. On her 100th birthday she was presented with 

a card from the Queen and flowers from the then Mayor, Mike 

Tysoe. Peggy always reminded us that she was an only child, 

but with three children, nine grandchildren and 13 great 

grandchildren, wasn’t she blessed?! Our grateful thanks to the 

staff at Henry Cornish for their loving care and to everyone 

who contributed towards the celebration of her life.  

Catherine, Robert and Ian



Fire Station Update 
October has been a busy 

month with 20 callouts in 

Chipping Norton for our 

crews; one of these being an 

electrical fire, where crews 

working closely with our 

colleagues from Banbury used 

fans to clear the smoke from 

the premises. I would like to 

take this opportunity to 

advise everyone that, now 

that Autumn is upon us, you 

should get your chimneys 

swept ready for the winter 

ahead. For further infor-

mation and specific advice 

please visit our 365alive 

website and our ‘Get it Swept’ 

campaign. Please remember 

to keep safe and also to test 

your smoke alarms regularly.   

Simon Sumners 
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Police and Community safety 
This month saw Chippy’s police celebrate moving to the Fire Station, PC Rob Webb tells us why 

he likes working here, we hear from the Fire Service and report latest crime statistics

Police move in at Fire Station 
Back in June, Chipping Norton Neighbourhood Police team 

finally made their much-heralded move to vacate the empty 

old police station (now for sale) and set up ‘base’ at Chippy’s 

Burford Road Fire Station. On one level, it’s just about sharing 

building space. There is no public desk and police are often 

‘out and about’, but Thames Valley Police and Oxfordshire 

County Council (responsible for the Fire Service), organised 

the September ‘ribbon-cutting’ ceremony pictured here, with 

senior representatives, and invited press (including the News) 
and local Town, District and County Councillors. It was all 

about ‘unveiling a partnership’. TVP’s Neighbourhood 

Inspector Steve Hookham was there with Oxfordshire’s Chief 

Fire Officer Rob MacDougall, plus County Council leader Ian 

Hudspeth and Deputy Chair Cllr Judith Heathcoat. 

As well as saving space costs, the police and fire service 

say (in their press release) that co-location will ‘improve 

relationships and information sharing’ between the services 

and ‘provide more opportunities for our teams to problem 

solve and identify new ways to deliver our prevention 

initiatives in a joined-up way’. On a practical level, the News 
talked to local Chippy Police team member Rob Webb, who 

explained his Chippy role and was positive about sharing 

important local knowledge and working together on 

prevention and safety issues (see his report – right). Chipping 

Norton Town Council were out in numbers, led by Deputy 

Mayor Mark Walker, along with Chippy Town and District 

Councillor Laetisia Carter, who takes a strong interest, as she 

is standing again in 2020 as Labour candidate for Thames 

Valley’s Police and Crime Commissioner. Laetisia said that, 

while she was happy with the move, the wider issue was 

overall lack of police resources – and failure to focus on the 

right priorities. The Government’s promise of 20,000 extra 

police means 600 for Thames Valley – which for Chippy’s 

population of 6000 works out at around 1.5 new officers. But 

priorities may of course send them elsewhere! 

Latest crime statistics 
Police.uk report 123 crimes for the Chipping Norton Area in 

August including: antisocial  behaviour 14, burglary 13, criminal 

damage and arson 13, drugs 5, all theft  and shoplifting 36, 

possession of weapons 1, vehicle crime 17, violence and sexual 

offences 24, other 1. For more information including 

outcomes for these crimes, please visit 

www.police.uk/shape/sMi1qH/. 

Introducing Chippy’s PC Rob Webb 
I’ve been a police officer for 16 years, 

spending seven of those on 

Neighbourhood Policing, a passion of 

mine, as I firmly believe every community 

needs a police presence. I grew up in 

Bletchley, starting my police career in 

Milton Keynes, before transferring to 

Witney in 2006. Subsequent postings have 

seen me at Chipping Norton, Witney (again), Woodstock and 

Kidlington. I was stationed at Chipping Norton between 2009 

and 2012 on the response team. When the opportunity arose 

to come back to the Town in February this year, I jumped at it.  

We were made very welcome by Fire Service staff and 

officers and have settled into our new office. By being in the 

same building both services can continue to work closely to 

serve our local communities. We were sad to leave Chipping 

Norton Police Station, an iconic building with lots of memories, 

but believe this move helps provide an invaluable opportunity 

to collaborate. I very much enjoy working in Chipping Norton, 

the Town is vibrant and a very pleasant place to live and work. 

We are very fortunate that we have continuing public support 

from local residents. The team now consists of three officers: 

me and two Police Community Support Officers – Wes Smith 

and Maurice Trimmings. We are due to have another PCSO 

joining this month, so say hello if you see them about.  

 

 

Cllr Rizvana Poole pictured at 
the Fire Station’s very 

successful Have a Go Day on 
12 October. The Fire Service 

were delighted to sign up 
several potential new recruits.

PLEASE TELL THE POLICE! 
Chippy Councillors and Police urge everyone to report 

crimes, useful information & anything suspicious. Call police 

on 101, or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 (anonymous), or 

email chippingnortonnhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
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U3A OPEN DAY

Chipping Norton and Area U3A held its 
昀rst ever Open Day on 27 September in the 
Town Hall. Christine Clinch, an enthusiastic 
U3A (and News Team!) member – reported on a 
successful event.

U3A is about active and positive ageing, and 

living life to the full. It is an informal Educa-

tional Group, run ‘by the 

Members, for the Members’ 

and open to anyone retired 

or no longer in fulltime work.

Chippy members range from 

50 to 98, though there is no 

age limit. They meet with a 

speaker on the 昀rst Wednes-
day each month, but most 

members also belong to one 

or more Interest Groups 

which take place in members’ 

homes. In these groups, 

members decide what they 

do and how they do it.

The Open Day was an opportunity to show what each 

group did, meet members and encourage new people to 

join both U3A and individual Groups. It demonstrated 

the U3A motto ‘Learn, laugh 
and live’ in action and worked 

so well that around 24 new 

members signed up on the day, 

including Terry our Town Hall 

caretaker. He said he had lived 

in Chippy for 13 years and 

knew little about U3A. The 

organisers were very pleased 

that so many visitors came and 

were grateful to all the Group 

members who produced such 

interesting displays and gave 

everyone such an enjoyable 

afternoon. Anyone who was 

unable to visit Open Day 

can 昀nd out more by email-
ing cnmembership@btinter-

net.com or phoning 01608 

239819/646701.

INTEREST GROUPS
Bridge Cycling Bowls Gardening  Table Tennis  Italian  
French (2)  Book Club (3)  Play Reading Walking (2)  Architecture  Science Plus  
Painting  Lunch  Music Jazz & Blues  Cool Jazz German

     Details from kayefreeman@gmail.com  tel: 01608 642757 

Table Tennis 

and more

This young 
visitor asked 
to try table 
tennis with 
her mother. 
Normally, this Group plays at the 
Leisure Centre. Other energetic 
U3A members play Bowls, join 
one of two Walking Groups or go 
Social Cycling (no racing!) exploring 
Cotswolds byways.

Pam and free cake!

All visitors were offered 
free homemade cakes, 
tea or coffee –  
dispensed by Pam Jones 
and other volunteers. 

Pam was previously National 
Chair of U3A and came this 
year as our Chair, helping 
expand Chippy U3A.

Maureen at the 

Italian table

The Italian Project 
concentrates 
primarily on Italian 
language but also 
looks at the culture, 
occasionally viewing a documentary or Italian film. Other groups 
include French (Beginners or Advanced) or German. 

Sign up 

for Play 

Reading 

Visitors were able to take part in a reading of 
Alan Bennett’s Talking Heads, which inspired 
many to sign up for the Group. Also in the 
literary vein, there are now three Reading 
Groups, reading then discussing books chosen 
by Leaders or Members.

 
Watercolour painting together

This Group enjoy painting together in an 
informal atmosphere, learning differ-
ent techniques from each other. They 
produced an impressive display of work 
and attracted so many new members at 
Open Day that they need a larger venue!

‘Learn, Laugh and Live’  
          with U3A



Chipping Norton 
Remembrance
 November Remembrance Services The Chipping 

Norton Branch of the Royal British Legion will be 

holding the Annual Remembrance Day Parade and 

Service on Sunday 10 November. The Service in St 

Mary’s Church will start at 10.45am. Please contact 

Carol Peachey on 07785 770812 if you require a wreath.  

The Two Minutes Silence at the Town War Memorial in 

London Road is on Monday 11 November at 11am. Please 

be at the War Memorial by 10.50am. The approach to the 

War Memorial has been smartened up in preparation for 

the events, funded by the British Legion with support from 

the Town Council – with new paving, all ready for this year’s 

remembrance events.

 Operation Market Garden, Sept 1944 Ceremonial 

wreaths were laid at the Town 

War Memorial to mark the 75th 

anniversary of Operation Market 

Garden, the largest airborne 

operation ever carried out in 

WWII. 1,000 planes and 500 

gliders 昀ew 10,000 allied para-

troopers behind enemy lines in 

a failed attempt to capture eight 

strategic bridges that crossed 

the River Rhine along the German border at Arnhem in 

September 1944. Combined allied losses exceeded 15,000. 

Two men from Chipping Norton, Walter Caswell (b 1917) 

and Bertie Tipping (b 1923), were involved in the airborne 

effort. Walter Caswell had 

joined the Parachute Regi-

ment in 1940, and para-

chuted into Arnhem on 

17 September 1944, later 

withdrawing with his regi-

ment across the Rhine on 

the night of 25th. Walter 

died in 1992 aged 75.  

In the same engagement, 

Warrant Of昀cer Bertie 
Tipping’s C-47 Dakota 

aircraft was hit by 昀ak 
and caught 昀re. He baled 
out, was rescued by the 

Dutch Resistance and 

evacuated home where 

the burns he received to 

his face and hands were treated in hospital. Bertie died in 

our town in December 2008 aged 85.

 New Union Flag The Legion’s Steve Kingsford told the 

News that, in addition to the main Remembrance services, 

the Legion was planning to hold a service at the War Memo-

rial on Saturday 28 October in which the current Union 昀ag 
would be replaced with a new one. The old 昀ag which 昀ew 
for many years over the Legion Club in New Street is now 

showing signs of wear and will be preserved with honour in 

the Branch HQ in the Crown & Cushion 
Hotel. The new 昀ag is being dedicated 
to members of the Royal British Legion 

who gave great service and are no longer 

with us. 

 Poppy sales and Tea Room  
On Saturday 2 and 9 November 

the Legion has its Poppy stand 

in the town centre where a 

wide range of poppy merchan-

dise and the two books on  

the Chippy men who fought in 

the two World Wars will be available. On Saturday 2nd, 

Delores will be singing vintage songs to help draw in the 

crowds. On both Saturdays a 1940’s tea room will be 

running from the lounge in the Crown & Cushion Hotel.

 Legion AGM  The Branch and Club‘s AGM is at the 

Crown & Cushion on Tuesday 19 November at 8pm.  
All are welcome - Mike Dixon, Secretary CN Branch RBL.

British paratroopers on a C-47

C-47 Dakota over Arnhem

©IWM

©IWM
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CN Arts Festival  
A review: Firstly 

a few words from 

CNarts Chairman, 

Andrew Wildman, 

'After developing 

the idea of the 

Festival over the 

last few months, it 

was a joy to see so 

many in the Town 

engaging with 

what we created. A broad vista of arts for all people to marvel 

at, enjoy and participate in.'  

News Team reporters certainly 

agree that the Festival lived up 

to its message of ‘inspiring 

creativity’: packed, attentive 

audiences at exhibitions, 

workshops, demonstrations, 

films, talks, makers’ market, 

local shops acting as art 

galleries, a living statue, 

music…. all these activities 

animated Chipping Norton 

throughout the day on 5 

October. It’s always difficult to 

home in on any particular 

activity/exhibition but one 

which seemed to move and speak to so many people was 

Stan’s Café installation Of All the People in All The World 

described as ‘thought provoking, poignant, amazing, amusing, 

flabbergasting, horrifying and breathtaking’ by some of the 850 

people who visited it in the Town Hall. 

Georgia Mazower, Arts Festival Producer, told the News, 
‘All the bookable workshops were sold out and some 

oversubscribed. The blacksmithing drew a total audience of 

over 150. The Theatre auditorium events were well attended, 

as were all the exhibitions and Makers’ Market stalls. We had 

so many telling us that they’d been inspired by a workshop or 

by talking to one of the exhibiting makers. We knew that 

there were loads of people in Chippy and around who were 

really talented artists and makers and it was fantastic to shine 

a spotlight on them. The huge numbers who came showed 

that there’s a real appetite here for all forms of art. This is 

really motivating for when we start to plan the next one, 

which we hope will be bigger and even better. Anybody 

interested in being part of the next Festival, please get in 

contact at CNarts.org.’ 

Local Concerts 
CRAG Tea Concerts – A revised concert takes place on 

Sunday 3 November featuring pianist Maureen Rosenberg 

playing a programme of Cesar Frank, Mozart and Chopin. 

Concerts are given in the Memorial Hall and begin at 3pm. 

Admission is first come, first seated, so we recommend you 

arrive when doors open at 2.30pm. Complimentary tea and 

cakes are served after the concert. Further information at 

charlburyrefugee@gmail.com. Advance booking advised. 

Adderbury Ensemble Quartet 7.30pm 23 November at 

Chipping Norton Town Hall. Mozart: String Quartet (TBA); 

Beethoven: String Quartet no 2 in G major, op 18, no 2; 

Sibelius: String Quartet in D minor, op 56 Voces intimae. 

Tickets £16 (£13 ~ mailing list subscribers & £5 _ students) 

available at the door or call 07711 606996 to reserve. 

Burford Singers – Verdi Requiem Sunday 24 November 

7.30pm at Church of St John the Baptist, Burford, OX18 4RY. 

Cotswold Chamber Orchestra, leader Kate Bailey, and 

Burford Singers with conductor Brian Kay. Soloists: Linda 

Richardson, Marts Fontanals-Simmons, Ben Thapa, Freddie 

Long. All reserved tickets sold out. Unreserved £10, children 

and students £5. Online booking until 23 November at 

burfordsingers.org.uk/box-office/verdi-requiem-24th-

november-2019 (booking fee applies). Booking in person at 

The Madhatter Bookshop 122, High Street, Burford. Full 

details and booking form at burfordsingers.org.uk. 

Wychwood Chorale, musical director Bernard West, 

present ‘have yourself a ... Merry Little Christmas’ on Saturday 7 

December 7.30pm at St Mary's Church, Chipping Norton. 

THE ARTS

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Eat 
Sleep 
Read 

All your book desires at 
Jaffé & Neale 

CHRISTMAS AT GREAT ROLLRIGHT
Join an eclectic mix of 11 artists  
in Great Rollright  Village Hall     

Saturday 23 November –                    
Sunday 24 November 10am-4pm 

Ceramics, Textiles, Paintings, Jewellery, 
Fused Glass, all to tempt the Festive 

Tastebuds !! 
Festive refreshments available

Of All the People in All The World 

Blacksmithing demonstrations 
and workshops were popular
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Songs of companionship, loneliness, friendship – and 

Christmas. Free admission and refreshments. There will be a 

voluntary collection for St Mary's Church and the Archway 

Foundation.  

The Theatre 
Meet the Puss in Boots panto 
cast – ‘Oh yes, you can’ on 

Saturday 2 November 1pm-4pm 

in Chipping Norton town centre. 

Keep your eyes peeled for the 

1950s London bus pulling up in 

town. Hop on 

board and 

book tickets 

for the show, 

have your 

p h o t o g r a p h  

taken, see the 

raffle prizes 

and, best of all, 

meet some of the cast. Some familiar faces 

are coming back for this year’s Panto: see 

if you can spot Rowan Talbot (Jack and 
The Giant, Ali Baba, Beauty and the Beast) or 

Anna Tolputt (Around the World in 80 
Days) – pictured here. Panto tickets 

(shows from 13 November to 12 January), are selling fast so 

get yours on board the bus or at the Box Office.  

On at the Theatre – Some other highlights for November 

include: live evenings with Mark Thomas (21st) and Stephen 
K Amos (28th); stage screenings of Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (17th from the Bridge Theatre) and 42nd Street (25th 

from Drury Lane), the spectacular film biopic with Renée 

Zellweger playing Judy (17, 19 and 24th), and the Theatre 

Friends’ Town Hall Literary Lunch with Edward and Mrs 
Simpson (9th). Box office bookings 642350 or at 

chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Local Arts Events 
Museum of Oxfordshire, Woodstock Talk: William Morris: 
a Life in 10 Objects, 9 November 2.30-3.45pm. William Morris 

was one of the most prolific and influential figures in British 

design history. Best known as a writer during his lifetime, 

Morris’s designs and political beliefs continue to be relevant 

and inspirational today. Roisin Inglesby, Curator at the William 

Morris Gallery, London, will chart Morris’s life and work 

through ten key objects, focusing on what they can tell us 

about his art, ideas and enduring global significance. Tickets £8 

from the Museum on 01993 814106 or at 

oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-museum. 

The Oxfordshire Craft Guild stages its centre-piece six-

week long exhibition at The Oxfordshire Museum in 

Woodstock from 16 November to 29 December. The Craft 

Guild seeks to promote quality of making and design in a wide 

range of crafts. All members go through a fairly rigorous 

selection process and with over 30 crafts people showing 

work, visitors are assured of high quality handcrafted items 

and a wealth of beautiful objects as unique Christmas gifts. An 

established fixture on the county arts calendar. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds 13 November William 
Shakespeare and his turbulent 
world with Elizabeth Merry. It’s 

said that a Shakespeare play is 

being performed somewhere in 

the world every minute of every 

day. In this lecture we explore 

his life in the turbulent and often 

dangerous world of Elizabethan 

and Jacobean England and look 

at the development of English 

Renaissance theatre. We also focus on portraits purporting to 

be of Shakespeare and examine theories behind them. 

Lectures begin 11am at the Warwick Hall, Burford, OX18 

4RZ.  Non-members welcome (suggested donation £10).  For 

more information see theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

Felting Workshop at Grange Farm, Swerford, 23 November. 

A day of festive felting: come and make your own unique 

needle felted Christmas decorations. The workshop costs £65 

per person with light lunch, all materials and use of equipment 

included. Booking essential – maximum 10 students per class. 

Workshop runs from 10am-4pm and is suitable for adults 

only, both beginners and those with some experience. Call 

737313 or email janeabbott099@gmail.com to book or for 

more details. 

Christmas at Great Rollright Join an eclectic mix of 

eleven artists at Great Rollright Village Hall, Saturday 23 

November and Sunday 24 November, 10am to 4pm. Ceramics, 

Textiles, Paintings, Jewellery, Fused Glass, all to tempt the 

festive tastebuds. Festive refreshments available.
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Town Sports Awards 
The Town Council Recreation Committee will discuss the 

Town Sports Awards in December. If all agreed, clubs should 

look out for details of categories and how to enter in 

December/January with the deadline for entries in January. 

The date of the Awards Night will be announced in February. 

Graham Beacham 

Chippy Swifts 
The Swifts are 

back in action 

after the seem-

ingly endless 

summer. Our U7 

to U12 age 

groups all play at 

Greystones on 

Saturday morn-

ings with our U15 

/U16 featuring on 

Sundays. So far we 

have 92 players registered with another ten players expected 

to sign in the next few weeks. It’s going to be another fine 

season. Pictured is our brilliant U9 side, coached by Tom 

Poole.  

Off the field, the Club continues to make great strides. 

Our newest coach, Jack Legg, has our young U7 side firing on 

all cylinders and we will soon have a qualified goalkeeping 

coach once Rob Hayes has completed his FA course. We are 

extremely grateful for the countless hours each of our 

dedicated coaches volunteer each week.  

Each coach is also a qualified first aider. The most up-to-

date FA first aid courses focus on cardiac arrest. With this in 

mind, Swifts have invested in a mobile defibrillator now  in the 

clubhouse. Other local clubs and members of the public are 

welcome to make use of this potentially life-saving equipment  

when the clubhouse is open. There is also a permanent unit 

by the Bowls Club. The clubhouse has recently enjoyed a 

complete renovation with a lick of paint throughout along 

with new windows and doors planned for next month. 

Martyn Walsh 

Chipping Norton Town Football 
Very late start to the season for Chippy which was worth the 

wait with an opening day 4-0 victory over Bourton Rovers.  

Goals from Lewis Smith, Jack Knight x 2 and Dan Morgan. 

New signings settled in well and this was a more promising 

start than we’ve had in years. Might be back to earth with a 

bump over the next couple of weeks in County cups with 

games against high flying teams leagues above us – though 

maybe an upset is on the cards! As always, anyone looking to 

get involved with the Club on or off field should contact 

Dominic Rickard on 07810307213. 

Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
It has been a 

fantastic start 

to the season 

for Chipping 

Norton RFC 

with the 1st XV 

winning all four 

of their opening 

league games. A 

38-31 win at 

home to Slough, 

a 29-21 win 

away at Tadley, a 

47-17 win over Abingdon and a nail biter away at Bletchley 

(pictured), where Dan Lightfoot slotted a last minute penalty 

to ensure a 13-11 win.  

Head coach Mark Clarke has praised the effort of the 

whole squad, with 26 players representing the 1stXV over the 

first four games. He also praised S&C coach Andy 

Belchambers and his efforts to ensure the team are as fit as 

they have ever been, which has been apparent this season. 

We have two home games in November and invite all 

readers to come along and watch: 

November 9th ~ 2nd XV v Grove 3XV 

November 16th ~ 1st XV v Hungerford 

And ... please don’t forget to follow us on facebook 

@chippingnortonrugby and twitter @chippyrugby. Or visit 

the Club website here: http://chippingnorton.rfu.club 

Ed Melmoth 

SPORTS NEWS

Last year’s Town Sports Awards winners

LADIES!! 
Hook Norton 
Tennis Club 
NEEDS you!

Contact: membership@hooknortontennis.com
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4 Shires Swimming Club 
The Club has had a busy month with meets at Coventry, 

Oxford (pictured 

left) & Aylesbury. 

There were 

some great 

swims and 

members achiev-

ed over 30 

county qualifying 

times. The top 

honours were closely 

contested and were awarded 

to:  Emma Andrews & 

William Huddleston 

(Coventry Sprints); Amelia 

Best  (pictured right with 

Head Coach Kim Weetman) 

& Tom Cox (Oxford 

Development Meet) and Matthew Edmonds & Zoe Pearson 

(Maxwell Aylesbury). Congratulations to all those who 

achieved PBs and County times and many thanks to coaches, 

volunteers and parents without whom these events wouldn’t 

run. 

4SSC is a small friendly swimming club keen to welcome 

new members both children and adults. Please contact 

membership@4SSC.co.uk for more information. 

Heidi Portlock 

Cricket 
The Club held its Senior 

Presentation Evening in 

October. Instead of a 

dinner, there was a hot and 

cold buffet at the clubhouse 

with a race night and 

awards. Some of the players 

excelled with their cooking 

skills and a very good 

evening was enjoyed by 

those who attended. 

The following awards were 

presented: 

1st XI Batsman ~ I Widdows 

1st XI Bowler ~ D Molyneux 

1st XI Captain's ~ Player F Guijar & I Hussain 

2nd XI Batsman ~ S Sami 

2nd XI Bowler ~ M Jarvis 

2nd XI Captain's Player ~ J Brown (pictured) 
Most Improved Player ~ M Green 

Clubman ~ S Cottle 

Most Ducks ~ M Tompkins 

Stirrer Award ~ D Molyneux 

Diary Date: The Club’s Annual Meeting is on 2 December. 

Graham Beacham 

Table Tennis 
Chipping Norton Table Tennis Club Wants You! We 

meet every Wednesday 7-9 pm at CN Leisure Centre – £5 

per session. The Club is going very well with a growing 

number of Chippy players. ALL WELCOME! Introductory 

offer – just mention Chippy News and get the first session 

FREE! Email chippytabletennis@mail.com for details. 
 Ricky Giblin 

Indoor Hockey 
We’ve had some great new players turn up and get involved in 

hockey this month. We now have a good mix of men, women, 

girls and boys of all ages and different abilities playing indoor 

hockey 10-11am every Sunday and the Tuesday evening group 

(from 6.40pm) is slowly growing in size. So if you fancy some 

exercise where you can have fun with all the family however 

young, old or good you are at hockey, then do come and join us 

in the hall at the Chipping Norton Leisure centre. Octogenarian 

ex-hockey players are welcome too. No need to turn up every 

week, some hockey sticks and shin pads are available (you just 

need sturdy trainers to protect your toes!) and it’s only £3. 

Beginners are recommended to join us on Tuesdays first if 

possible. You can contact us by email sjtruelove@hotmail.co.uk 

or call/text 07722 603207 for more information. 

Sharon Truelove

Jake Brown with President 
Russell Collins, & 2nd X1  

Captain Nadir Niazi
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WOWI pays tribute to Betty 
WOWI members, like many many 

others are reeling from the news, 

at the beginning of October, that 

our lovely, vibrant, friendly and 

caring President, Betty Griffiths 

had peacefully passed away in her 

sleep. In her eighteen months of 

being President her leadership 

had made WOWI an Oxfordshire 

WI 'on the map'. Betty was fit and 

healthy and lived life to the full. 

She was involved in so many 

organisations in Chipping Norton 

and beyond. WOWI's focus now 

will be to continue to build on 

Betty's enthusiasm and make sure 

we go from strength to strength. Come and join us at St 

Mary's Parish Rooms on the third Monday of the month at 

7.30pm. For details please call me on 646228.  

Hilary Dix 

See also p16 for a further tribute to Betty Griffiths – Ed  

Local History Society explores Oxford 
The Society’s monthly programme of talks continues on 

Monday 11 November at 2pm. in the Methodist Hall. One of 

our most popular speakers, Liz Woolley, will talk about the 

development of Oxford’s suburbs from 1850 to 1914 – 

Oxford’s Base and Brickish Skirt. Do come and join us for a cup 

of tea prior to the talk – we look forward to seeing you! 

Jan Cliffe 

 

‘Humans vs machinery’ at NOOG 
In the garden, can you get a job done quicker using a machine 

or a manual tool? Our group discussion on Wednesday 6 

November is an opportunity for everyone to share their 

experiences as we determine which works best. If you have a 

favourite tool you wouldn’t be without, please do bring it 

along. And on Wednesday 4 December, our traditional 

Christmas ‘eating meeting’ will have the theme of herbs and 

winter salads. Free entry to everyone who brings food to 

share. Do join us. Meetings start at 7.30pm (£1 members, £3 

visitors) at St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton. For 

enquiries about North Oxfordshire Organic Gardeners, 

please contact Tracy Lean tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 

780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

CN Flower Club celebrate Christmas 
The September meeting 

was a colourful 

demonstration with 

Barbara Gee on The 
Language of Flowers 
(pictured), and many 

members went home 

laden with blooms. 

November 28 is 

our Christmas celebrat-

ion with Jackie Page 

entitled Time to be Jolly. 
We will be upstairs in 

the Town Hall, with 

doors open at 6.30pm for a 7.30 start. We will have some 

Christmassy craft stalls and Arthur Taylor has agreed to 

entertain us with some seasonal singing at 7pm, as well as the 

usual raffle for flowers. Tickets will be £10 for members and 

£12 for non-members available from Flower Club or on the 

door. For further information contact Elaine on 

snips59@icloud.com or Ann on 01608 683289. 

Railway Club timetable 
The Railway Club met on Tuesday 1 October when railway 

enthusiast and expert Bill Parker spoke of his experiences 

working in all aspects of running steam railways. He owns and 

runs an engineering workshop in The Forest of Dean known 

as The Flour Mill Ltd (although it has never had anything to do 

with flour milling!) He previously kept working engineering 

alive in Swindon after British Rail closed it down. A former 

power station, The Flour Mill was purchased by William 

Parker in 1994 and turned it into a steam railway work shop 

repairing and re-building steam locomotives. Bill Parker 

himself owns a steam locomotive which he has rebuilt and has 

taken on steam railways here and abroad including running for 

a long time in Poland and on the continent. A very interesting 

talk by an expert, enjoyed by the many members present. 

Next year he has invited the Railway Club to visit his 

engineering works and railway which are not open to the 

public, so look out for the date. 

Next month’s speaker is Ian Baxter of the Cotswold Line 

whose talk is entitled Cotswold Line Task Force. Come and join 

us. New members and visitors always welcome 7.30pm in the 

Town Hall on the first Tuesday of every month. We wish 

Estelle Brain a speedy recovery from her operation. 

Cicely Maunder 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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directly to arriving refugees, to the residents of several 

refugee camps including Moria, to those who become patients 

and expectant mothers in the local hospital and to the local 

community in need. Visit www.attikahumansupport.com for 

details. CRAG recently made another donation to Attika to 

help fund its vital work. For further details of CRAG’s 

activities see http://www.charlbury.info/community/crag 

John Dunleavy 

Phoenix from the Ashes 
At CN Yacht Club’s  September talk Justin Tyers recounted 

how, after their timber-framed 

house burned to the ground and 

they had rebuilt it, they then, 

flushed with success, decided to 

build a boat to take off in. Despite 

having no prior boat-building skills 

they spent nearly three years 

turning raw planks into an elegant 

traditional 15 ton yacht (pictured). 

They then lived on it for the 

following seven years, sailing in and 

around Scotland, France, Cornwall and Ireland. They sailed on 

a tight budget – not visiting marinas with hot showers, power 

sockets and fresh water hoses, but used their wits and 

ingenuity to live ‘off grid’. They revelled in being self-reliant and 

self-sufficient, and met a host of fascinating and helpful people 

who lived on or by the sea. Justin is an artist and author and 

many of us bought copies of his books including Phoenix from 
the Ashes plus prints of his artwork. 

At our November meeting we will be hearing from 

member Chris Adams about his personal experiences of 

competing in the 2008 Sydney Hobart Race, touching on the 

history of this notorious race. For details and to book visit 

cnyc.co.uk. Non-members are always welcome to come along 

– mail membership@cnyc.co.uk to enquire. 

Roger Backhaus 

Fun at the Folk Club 
Another relaxed evening of music and fun in October at The 

Artyard Café in Enstone. A good number of brave souls 

turned up despite the extremely inclement weather, and our 

much-loved regulars were joined by Harry Brzezinski and his 

wonderful Flamenco and bluegrass playing. Highlights (and 

there were many) of the evening included Stuart playing Home 
On The Range on his new baritone ukulele while being 

supported by great harmonies from the room, and Ginny’s 

CLUB NEWS

Amnesty Write for Rights 
Christmas cards – 
The Chipping Norton 

group of Amnesty 

International will be 

at the Farmers’ 

Market on Saturday 

16 November selling 

our Christmas cards 

from 9am to 1pm. We usually also sell them at the Christmas 

Shopping evening, but this is not happening this year. 

Write for Rights – At this month’s meeting we are writing 

to Prisoners of Conscience, their families and Human Rights 

groups under threat. We know that the cards and letters 

received make a huge difference to these people. They also 

can influence the authorities incarcerating the prisoners as it 

makes them realise just how many people around the world 

are aware of them. Everyone is invited to come along to write 

with us; costs covered by our group. 7.30pm 14 November 

Lower Town Hall. Call Val for details on 645036. 

Kaye Freeman 

A Single Anniversary 
Single File, based in Chipping Norton, has just achieved its 

tenth anniversary. We celebrated with a pleasant meal at The 

Duck on the Pond in South Newington. The Club, for people 

separated, divorced, widowed or otherwise unattached, has 

its main social evening fortnightly at the Crown & Cushion 

where new and prospective members can meet up with us. 

Every six weeks we hold a lively book group where discussion 

ranges well beyond the book under consideration. 

Usually containing about 30 singles, the group has varied 

events organised by members. Meals out tend to be the most 

popular attractions and recently we have been to the Red 

Lion in Long Compton and the excellent Thai Shire in Chippy. 

Coming up soon is a meal at the Spice of India. 

Sometimes we have trips to our local theatre. Several 

went to the plays Skylight and the Mullah of Downing Street. In 

the past we have seen comedians and tribute bands and a 

number of films. Those who like serious music go to the 

brilliant Adderbury Ensemble at the Town Hall or to 

Charlbury for early music recitals. Amongst other events are 

regular walks, usually up to five miles. 

Single file caters for people aged 45-75 and if you’d like  

to learn more, visit our website www.meetup.com/Single-File-

Chipping-Norton/ or alternatively phone 07518 979722. 

Richard Dixon 

CRAG supports Attika  
Charlbury Refugee Action Group is concerned that 

thousands of refugees continue to be stranded in camps in 

Greece and elsewhere in Europe. Moria camp on Lesvbos is 

one of the overcrowded, squalid camps of the Greek islands 

with 13,500 people living in tents and shipping containers in 

an area that was barely designed for 3,000. A recent Guardian 

article described conditions as being ‘chaotic and inhumane’ 

and highlighted the fact that more than 1,000 child refugees 

and migrants in Greece now are unaccompanied, the highest 

figure since early 2016. Many Greek people and organisations 

provide vital help to the people trapped in these camps. One 

such organisation is Attika which runs one of the two largest 

aid warehouses in Greece distributing in bulk to other NGOs, 
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excellent rock and roll number driven on by Harry and 

others. Rosie and Rachel stole the show with You are the Day. 
Group participation is on the up, helped by performers pre-

announcing the key they will be playing in and the chords 

involved – a big help for us less experienced players. 

The next meeting will be at the same venue at 7.45 on 

Monday 11 November. All performers (especially first timers) 

and non-performers welcome. Free entrance. visit our  

website www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for details. 

Patrick Moores 

Stop MS appeal  
The MS Society has launched its latest 

campaign to focus on research to put a 

stop to the many problems and suffering 

caused by MS (Multiple Sclerosis), it has a 

clear message: 

~ Over 100,000 people live with MS in the UK. 

~ MS damages nerves in your body and makes it harder to 

do everyday things, like walk, talk, eat and think. 

~ It's relentless, painful, and disabling.  

~ Research has got us to a critical point, and we must act 

now. 

Our Stop MS Appeal needs to raise £100 million to find 

treatments for everyone with MS. We can see a future where 

nobody needs to worry about MS getting worse. We believe 

we can stop MS, and you can help. 

Watch for the adverts on Channel 4 TV, visit the MS 

Society website to find out more and please do give a 

donation. By 2025, we want to be in the final stages of testing 

treatments for everyone with MS. Treatments that slow or 

stop disability progression. We believe £100 million could take 

us to a future where no one has to worry about their MS 

getting worse. But we can't do it without your support. Visit: 

www.mssociety.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/stop-ms 

For other information to do with MS; please contact the 

MS Society, www.mssociety.org.uk or me Tel: 01608 645988 

or e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk  

Peter Branson 

Chippy Ramblers amid the ruins 
Patricia White led a very varied walk from Minster Lovell to 

Crawley Bridge. We had strict instructions to wear boots with 

good soles that would grip on slippery banks and wooden 

bridges but the going wasn’t bad and the sun shone! First we 

admired the manicured cottages (and hedges) in the old 

Minster village, then across open fields to Crawley, across the 

bridge and through woodland back towards Minster, with 

glimpses of the River Windrush until we reached Minster 

Lovell Hall – an atmospheric ruin beside the river. Finally a 

stop at the Swan Inn for refreshments! 

If you too enjoy walking in our lovely countryside in good 

company, join us on the first Sunday of every month in the 

New Street car park at 1.30pm (beware earlier than in the 

summer!). Then we get into 2 or 3 cars and make for the start 

of the walk – a different one each month, quite leisurely and 

lasting about two hours. New members are very welcome. 

Enquiries to Heather Leonard (01608 643691 or 

rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or to me. And if you fancy 

more frequent walks or other activities on weekdays, how 

about joining U3A (see p18). We would love to see you! 

Jenny Harrington 643269  

Burford and Kingham Rotary 
Burford and Kingham 

Rotary have had a busy and 

sociable month. A group 

went to the Rotary prom 

at Birmingham Symphony 

Hall. This was thoroughly 

enjoyed, especially the 

indoor cannon fire and 

fireworks! Then on 26 

September local author, Jan 

Harvey gave a fascinating 

and enjoyable talk around 

the depth of her historical 

research, for her novels The 
Seven Letters and The Slow Death of Mathew Crick which are set 

in the Cotswolds and Paris  On 28 September Club members 

and friends helped with car parking at the Fairford, Faringdon, 

Filkins and Burford Ploughing Championship and Country 

Show. 5,000 people turned up so we were very pleased to 

help!  

We are looking forward to welcoming all Bridge Players 

to a Charity Bridge Drive and Lunch at Broadwell Village 

Hall 10.30am for an 11.30 start on 15 November. Tickets £15 

include coffee, tea and biscuits on arrival, superb 2-course 

lunch, and coffee or tea. Wine on sale, raffle and winners’ 

prizes. In aid of Rotary Charities. To book call Val or Mike 

Clark 01451 830684 or email mike.val.clark@btinternet.com 

The Club meets every Monday at Burford Golf Course, 7 

for 7.30pm (except Bank Holidays). We are a small but very 

friendly group with members from all the local villages.We are 

Author Jan Harvey with Rotary 
Past President Jacqui Martin  
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always looking to increase our membership – please contact 

our secretary via email: terry.a.best@btinternet.com to 

arrange a visit. We would be very pleased to see you. 

Ros Richardson 

Scouting out and about  
Beavers: This term Riverside 

beavers have learnt how to kata 

kanu (a sort of double-hulled 

canoe) and pedal boat on a 

watersports trip, made bird 

feeders, learnt some first aid then 

had lots of fun bandaging each 

other. The Beavers have had a 

Harry Potter themed camp where 

they took part in lots of magical 

activities such as making potions. 

They prepared their own food for 

tea and are pictured learning how 

to light a fire. 

Cubs: The Cubs have been making shadow puppets and then 

telling stories based on traditional tales with them. They have 

also been learning about how the human body works, how to 

iron their neckers and, most importantly, how to make a good 

cup of tea! 

Scouts: Scouts have dived back into the new term – said 

goodbye to four from the group who have moved on to 

Explorers and welcomed nine from Cubs. Ten Scouts attended 

CPCW last weekend and we are looking forward to the 

North Oxford Midnight Challenge at the end of October. In 

September Scouts collected a cheque for £500 from the Town 

Festival in thanks for their hard work helping to set up at the 

Festival in June (see photo and article p3). 

Chipping Norton Lions  
We are pleased to announce that the winner of our Lion’s 

Quiz is Mrs Brenda Morris, we would like to congratulate her 

as we have been told this quiz was more difficult than usual 

and will remember this next time. 

Now to our Fun Christmas Quiz on the 30 November at 

the Crown & Cushion. Prompt start at 7.30pm – £5 per 

person, with table nibbles and festive prizes. It would be 

helpful to know if you would like to book a table, please 

contact Rob Caswell 01608 646003. 

We shall be in the Co-op during November and 

December selling tickets for our Christmas Raffle. Please give 

us your support as all our funds raised will go towards the 

maintenance of the Lions’ defibrillators, helping the mobility 

and welfare of the elderly with our mobility scooters, a 

limited number of walking aids and the Message in a Bottle 

scheme. 

To do this we need new members – we are not a Secret 

Society, we welcome ladies and with other groups disbanding 

we appear to be one of the few who offer community 

service.We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 

8pm in the Crown & Cushion Hotel. If you want to find out 

more about the Lions, have fun, but still work to provide the 

community services we offer, please contact our President 

Lion Rob Caswell 01608 646003; Past President Lion Maz 

Holland 01608 641121 or the contributor Lion Liz Nason 

01608 644678. 

Green Gym enjoys gardening  
We started this month at Southill Solar Farm, near Charlbury, 

where there is a big 

area of land destined to 

be a wild flower 

meadow. So there we 

were, sowing wild 

flower seeds – which 

made a nice change 

from cutting back 

brambles on our usual 

sites! We also enjoy 

tending the beds in 

front of Chippy Health 

Centre and meeting the patients who stop to chat with us. At 

Highlands Day Centre we cut back the area at the back of 

their garden, ready for the spring flowers and bulbs. In Fitzalan 

wood, near Travis Perkins, we were back to cutting back 

brambles but we had the company there of Robert Courts, 

our MP, who at this time of year spends a week volunteering 

with various groups and getting to know what they do. We 

have also worked in St Mary’s churchyard and Pool Meadow 

– not to mention preparing the Community Orchard for 

Apple Day (pictured above and see p5). 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts from Chippy may be available to outlying 

sites and there is no joining fee. Come and enjoy working 

outdoors in good company. Visit www.chippygreengym.org or 

email me at jennyharrington@btinternet.com for details. 

Jenny Harrington 01608 643269 
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Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                           
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                 

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Probus visit Concorde  
Members of Chipping Norton Probus and their guests 

recently visited Aerospace Bristol. The star of the Exhibition 

was a Concorde, looking magnificent in its own hangar. One 

of just 20 production aircraft, it is now 50 years since its 

inception after seven years of development and testing and 24 

years flying the Atlantic supersonically at 1350mph. Its journey 

time was 3 hours 20 minutes with a record of 2 hours 53m. 

This iconic aircraft was a huge technological achievement in 

its day. Unfortunately the economics of this 100-120 seater 

plane limited its commercial success and it was taken out of 

service in 2000 after the tragic crash at take-off in Paris. 

The Exhibition, which spans over a hundred years, 

includes products from the Bristol Aeroplane Company such 

as the WW1 Bristol F.2B Fighter (Biplane), more recently the 

Britannia aircraft, the Type 173 Helicopter, Harrier Jump Jet 

and Bloodhound Anti-Aircraft Missile, and some will also 

remember the Bristol 403 car. Altogether a very worthwhile 

and inspiring experience. 

CN Probus meets next at 11am on 19 November at the  

Crown & Cushion. Details: www.chippingnortonprobus.com. 

David Megson 

CNAAG gears up for a busy winter 
Chipping Norton  Amateur Astronomy Group began its 

winter programme 

of outreach events in 

October with some 

successful evenings 

at Daylesford 

Organics and Great 

Rollright WI and the 

momentum now 

continues into Nov-

ember. We will be in 

the town centre in 

front of Jaffé & Neale 

on Wednesday 6th 

from 5.30pm to 

observe the Moon 

and celebrate 50 years since the pinpoint landing of Apollo 11, 

then on to Woodstock Museum on Thursday 7th for their 

Museums At Night event and a return to Daylesford on Friday 

8th – all public events, please contact the venues direct for 

details. A major highlight will be a rare transit of the planet 

Mercury across the face of the Sun on Monday 11th and we 

are planning to be at the Rollright Stones, weather permitting, 

to observe the event. Less than 5% of the world’s population 

have observed Mercury so, if you can, come along on the day 

for this rare opportunity. A note of caution – the Sun is very 

dangerous, please do not attempt to look at the Sun directly 

to observe the transit. 

Our guest speaker in the Methodist rooms on Monday 

18th is super nova hunter Gary Poyner who will be talking 

about the fantastic Messier 1, the Crab Nebulae. Everyone 

welcome, 7.30 for an 8pm start. 

CNAAG exists for everyone with an interest in space and 

the Universe and welcomes everyone to their meetings. Visit 

our website for more information www.cnaag.com 

Robin Smitten 

AGM for Horticultural Society 
After a summer of enjoyable days out, mid October saw the 

start of Chipping Norton Horticultural Association’s  

winter season. Marcel Floyd from Calne paid us a return 

visit, when he spoke on his passion for Clematis.  He gave a 

very lively, informative talk and showed slides of many 

varieties, shapes and sizes of blooms, that can be seen 

throughout the year. 

We are holding our AGM on Wednesday 20 November. at 

7.15pm which we would like to encourage all members and 

friends to support.  This will be followed by our usual monthly 

meeting at 7.30, when the speaker will be Howard Drury 

from Birmingham, on a return visit. Howard’s subject will be 

Bulbs for all the Year. 
Visitors (£3) and new members (subscription £10pa) are 

always welcome at our monthly meetings. More details on 

our website www.cnha.uk or from the secretary Eileen Forse, 

643275.  

CLUB NEWS

The Andromeda Galaxy: 2,400,000 light 
years away; 72 minute exposure. Taken 

by CNAAGer Mel Gigg FRPS at the 
Rollright Stones 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861
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SCHOOLS NEWS

Chipping Norton School 
The Night of the Musicals: This was, as always, a 

memorable start to the new school year with over 80 very 

enthusiastic Year 7 students performing Whistle a Happy Tune 

from The King and I, Electricity from Billy Elliot and This is Me 

from The Greatest Showman. There were also some fantastic 

solo recitals by Holly Ibrahim, Maisie Taylor, Jessica Bradford, 

Molly Day, Lola Burnett and Charlie Hill. The Flute Ensemble 

gave a beautiful rendition of Over the Rainbow, which everyone 

loved. There was a great atmosphere with the hall packed with 

proud families. Overall, the evening was as wonderful as the 

music it showcased. 

Author visit: We 

were delighted to 

welcome MG Leonard, 

author of The Battle of 
the Beetles trilogy. MG 

(Maya) started the day 

with an exciting talk to 

all the Year 7s about 

how she became 

fascinated by beetles in 

the course of writing 

her books. She also ran 

a creative writing workshop for 30 Year 8 and 9 students in 

which she shared her ‘special story recipe’ for developing 

great stories and characters.  

Forthcoming events: The PTA has organised a Christmas 

Shopping Fayre on Friday 29 November from 5.30pm-8pm. It 

will be a great way to start your festive celebrations so please 

come along! 

Sixth Form news: Visitors are invited to come and see our 

‘outstanding’ Sixth Form at the Sixth Form Open Evening on 

Thursday 7 November from 6pm onwards. There will be a 

talk in the Main Hall at 6.10pm, followed by guided tours of 

the brand new Sixth Form Centre and subject areas.  

Art trip to Oxford: The Art Department took our Year 10 

GCSE Art students on a trip to the Pitt Rivers and Ashmolean 

Museums in Oxford. The students listened to a talk about the 

Pitt Rivers Museum and its wonderful collection of artefacts. 

Afterwards, they had the opportunity to explore both 

museums and to draw and take photos of exhibits to inform 

their art topic, ‘Non-European Cultures’. The day was a great 

success and was an invaluable trip for our students. 

CNPS news: Mr Brown (Head of Music) and Miss Johnston 

welcomed 20 Year 5 & 6 pupils to school to take part in a 

Music Ensemble and Concert. Our primary musicians learnt a 

new piece of music and rehearsed with the CNS Concert 

Band during the afternoon. Our band members worked with 

and supported the younger children, and it was a wonderful 

opportunity for all involved. The families, carers and teachers 

were treated to a brilliant concert afterwards.  

The CNPS U11 Football tournament was the first festival 

of the year and we were so lucky to have fair weather. 

Everyone played well and showed lots of skills. This festival is 

run by Year 12 Sports Leaders who referee, score and oversee 

the whole event as part of their Sports Leaders Award. The 

final winners were: Big Schools Girls ~ Hook Norton & Boys 

~ St Mary’s; Small Schools Boys ~ Middle Barton & Girls ~ 

Chadlington.  

29 Year 4 & 5 pupils attended a D&T workshop run by Mr 

Newton, Mr McPhillips and Mr McCormick. We asked the 

children to use their sewing skills to make a felt bracelet 

which lit up with a colour-changing LED. The younger children 

were helped by Year 11 students. 

We took 22 Year 12 leaders to St Mary’s School, and they 

did an amazing job leading their first CSLA festival of the year. 

The festival was based on the book Giraffes Can’t Dance – a 

colourful picture book about learning to be yourself. Our 

students enjoyed working with the younger pupils and 

teaching the Year 3s African-style dance movements using 

animal characterisation.  
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SCHOOLS NEWS

Holy Trinity Primary 
The Chipping 

Norton Arts 

Festival was an 

excuse for all the 

School’s classes 

to get involved in 

being creative. 

The theme of 

the Festival was 

Connections, so 

each child was 

given a rectangle 

or square piece of blank paper. Each class 

was then given a colour of the rainbow and 

the children had to experiment with 

different tones and shades of that colour. 

The rectangles were then connected 

together to create a rainbow and displayed 

in the window of Nash’s Bakery in town. 

Year One recently went to Chipping Norton Theatre to 

see a puppet performance of the famous picture book We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt. The children (and adults) had a fantastic 

time and said that the performance really brought the book 

to life. A child from the class said, ‘The best bit was when the 

dad slammed the door, it was really funny.’ 

On 4 November a representative from the charity 

CAFOD came to lead a whole school assembly. She was 

dressed in all the colours of the rainbow as the theme for 

their fundraising this year is Brighten Up. She showed a video 

of a young boy from Uganda and the children watched some 

of his daily struggles, carrying heavy water long distances and 

not necessarily having access to education. However, she also 

talked about children’s human rights and that all the 

children in the world are entitled to an education as well 

as fresh water. She then ran some workshops with the 

KS2 classes to discuss children’s rights in more detail. 

On Friday 27 September the PTA held a Welcome 

Disco in the school hall. The new Reception Class children 

experienced their first school disco and everyone enjoyed 

the BBQ, tuck shop, tattoos and nail painting on offer. 

On Friday 11 October 

the children all came into 

school in their casual clothes 

and donated £1 or £2 for the 

privilege. We had a colourful 

whole school celebration 

assembly and the money 

raised will be donated to a 

fundraising appeal that 

involves a Year Four child from 

our school whose family is desperately raising money to send 

her to the USA for specialised treatment. 

Supporting Team Anna 
Local schoolchildren are supporting a 

major fundraising effort for Anna 

Drysdale who lives in Chippy and 

attends Holy Trinity School. Anna was 

diagnosed with a rare form of bone 

cancer and though in remission, needs 

£460,000 for cutting edge immunotherapy 

treatment in New York. Over £24,000 has so far been 

raised, with around £3,000 from a series of national ‘non-

school uniform’ days for children from Chipping Norton 

School, Holy Trinity (pictured), St Mary’s, Hillcrest, Enstone, 

Charlbury and Kingham schools. Generous local Chippy 

businesses also plan to hold their own 'non uniform days' 

(in fancy dress?) and help with donations. 

Sarah Jarman, one of the ‘Team Anna’ supporters, told 

the News about all this fundraising. November sees a 

Sponsored Dog Walk at Blenheim on 9th, and Barks and 

Bubbles Photography is to create a 2020 'Dogs of Chipping 

Norton' calendar with people sending their own doggie 

photos or one taken by Barks and Bubbles. 

Anna’s Holy Trinity friends will run a stall (with their 

cakes!) on 17 November at Over Norton Christmas Fete 

and Team Anna also has a stall at CN School Christmas 

Fayre on Friday 29 November, selling handmade bangles, 

Christmas cards designed by Anna, books, frames and Team 

Anna hoodies. For all details visit www.GoTeamAnna.org.  

Rainbow ‘Connections’               
at Nash’s Bakery
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SCHOOLS NEWS

St Mary’s Primary  
Sports track: On Friday 27 September the official opening 

of the all-weather athletics track took place on our school 

field. We were delighted to welcome an ex-pupil to do the 

honours. Alfie Rowett was the star attraction as he 

demonstrated his sprinting skills and engaged the children 

with his stories of success in the field of athletics. The 

Banbury AC and Cardiff University sprinter was a true 

inspiration with his assembly which detailed his sporting 

career, his passion for sprinting and how this started with 

the encouragement he received at St Mary’s School. His 

commitment to training along with his drive and ambition 

led Alfie to represent Banbury AC at county level and 

compete in Midland League competitions before moving on 

to run for Cardiff University in the British University 

Championships. Alfie is now trying to achieve his dream of 

competing in the Olympics. Watch this space!  

Mrs Stallwood-Barnes 

A Warm Welcome: There was a wonderful gentle buzz 

about the School on the morning of Friday 27 September as 

the School opened its doors to visitors at the annual Open 

Morning. Between 9 and 11am visitors – current and 

prospective parents and friends, were treated to a guided tour 

of the School, ably accompanied by our Ambassadors, pupils 

from year 6. The pupils were able to show the visitors all the 

amenities that the School has to offer – an amazing 

Foundation Stage outdoor play area and excellent sports 

facilities, now enhanced by the provision of an all-weather 

perimeter running track. The Music Service provided an 

opportunity to play some brass instruments and the younger 

visitors could try the soft play equipment which is used by the 

Mini-Movers for pre-schoolers on a Friday morning in school. 

All our visitors left the School with smiles on their faces, 

singing the praises of these Ambassadors, who had answered 

all their questions. 

U11 Football Tournament: Ten children from Years 5 and 

6 attended Chip-

ping Norton 

School for the 

annual Football 

Tournament. They 

played eight other 

teams in the Big 

Schools section. 

The boys won 

matches against 

every team they 

played and came 

first overall. 

Everyone had a great time and the weather was ideal. We had 

two boy and girl sporting champions picked by the teachers. 

It was a very enjoyable event. 

Hugh Warwick visit: Year 3/4 was lucky enough to have a 

visit from local ecologist 

Hugh Warwick who has 

studied hedgehogs for more 

than 30 years. The children 

were very engaged by all 

Hugh’s amazing facts. Evan 

and Nola recalled some of 

the discussion in their 

account of the afternoon: 

‘Hugh showed us about the 

life of a hedgehog. He 

discussed what might happen 

to hedgehogs if we pollute the earth. We learnt that 

hedgehogs are quite territorial and they prefer to live alone. 

There is a Hedgehog Day on 13 October in Witney where 

there will be lots of games and refreshments. He encouraged 

us to make a hedgehog door to help them get into our 

gardens. We are all more knowledgeable about hedgehogs 

now.’ 

Technical theatre: Ms Hollander’s English group went to 

Chipping Norton 

Theatre to learn 

how the sound and 

light effects work 

and how they 

enhance drama. 

Some prepared 

some Shakes-

pearean extracts to 

perform while 

others helped Gav 

and Ash, the 

technicians, to choose the lighting effects that suited our plays. 

The lights they used were spotlights, PAR, profile and LED. To 

create colour they used coloured plastic called gels, but they 

are mainly using LED. The children wish to thank all at The 

Theatre for this lovely experience. 
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SCHOOLS NEWS

Great Rollright Primary  
Reading Shed: We’re enjoying a wonderful new space this 

autumn – our 

Reading Shed 

(pictured). Full 

of books and 

comfy bean 

bags, it offers a 

cosy spot for 

children to 

read quietly or 

share books 

with their 

friends during 

break times. It’s 

a sign of our strong community ethos that already every day 

we spot older children reading aloud to younger children 

there. We are determined throughout the school day to 

inspire all our children with a life-long love of reading.  

Fossils: Our Year 3s and 4s spent an exciting day hunting for 

fossils at Cross Hands Quarry, and couldn’t believe how many 

they found! The whole school is Going Jurassic this autumn, 

with related topics in each classroom, from fossils to 

dinosaurs, evolution, and Stone Age life. 

Harvest: As we do each autumn, we walked next door to St 

Andrew’s Church for our annual Harvest Service, much of 

which was written and led by the children.  

School Selection: As school selection time approaches, 

parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all 

that we offer – including a free bus to Chipping Norton. 

Please call us on 01608 737202 to arrange your visit.  

Kingham Primary School 

With just a week into term, we have kick-started the sporting 

year at Kingham with a new and exciting event – football on 

inflatable pitches! The children participated in a range of fun, 

specifically-designed games which developed their ball skills. 

All this was then put into practice as they competed in 

several, small-sided football matches within the walls of the 

inflatable pitch. This different style of football was enjoyed by 

everyone who took part.  

Reception class has had a wonderful first four weeks in 

school. We have been keeping very busy, getting to know new 

friends and exploring our new environment. We love spending 

time outdoors and have been especially enjoying weekly 

Forest School sessions. We have also been starting to learn 

phonics and are beginning to use what we know to write and 

read new words!  
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SCHOOLS NEWS

Bledington Primary  
Blue Class news: Last 

week, Years 3 and 4 went to 

the Sherborne Estate to 

take part in an orienteering 

event. We were put into 

pairs and given a map with 

markers and we had to keep 

track. Each pair had to find a 

letter in the forest, stamp 

the symbol on our sheet 

and then return to base to 

get the next letter. Once we 

had found two, the teachers gave us five letters at a time to 

find. It was a fun challenge! You couldn’t really get lost and 

when the horn blew we had to come back.  

Whole school news: Maria, Leo, River & Lara report – For 

our Harvest Festival we collected all sorts of dry food and 

next week the School Council will deliver it to the North 

Cotswold Food Bank so that it can be given to families who 

need it in an emergency. Reception sang The wheels on the 
tractor and then Rainbow class said a poem about Harvest 

gifts. Blue Class acted out a story about sharing called Stone 

soup and Green Class did a play called Pass it on. It was funny 

because they got some parents up to try out the game in 

front of everyone.  

Sibford School 
Operating Theatre Live visit: Fresh from being seen on 

BBC’s Dragons’ Den, the award-winning Operating Theatre 

Live is coming to Sibford School with its human interactive 

dissection show on Saturday 30 November. This unique 

opportunity is for local students aged 14-19 who will be 

taking on the role of a trauma doctors bringing the systems 

of the human body alive through dissections. This incredible, 

immersive operating theatre experience will give your child 

the opportunity to dissect real specimens led by human 

anatomist Samuel Piri and his team of clinicians. This event will 

secure and challenge students to explore careers in medicine 

and healthcare in a mission to raise engagement in STEM 

subjects and take students on an experience into healthcare 

and human anatomy like never before. Visit 

www.operatingtheatrelive.co.uk to purchase tickets. 

Upcoming open events: 
Whole School Open Morning Friday 15 November 2019. 

9.45am – 12pm. 

Early Years Stay and Play – Christmas special! Friday    

13 December 2019. 10.30am – 11.45am. 

If you would like to attend an open event please contact 

Elspeth via: email: admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk or phone: 

01295 781 203. 

Banana Moon Nursery 
We are very excited to be holding our first Stay & Play session 

here at Banana 

Moon this month. 

We’d love to meet 

lots of new 

families in and 

around Chipping 

Norton, so we will 

be arranging a few 

Stay & Play 

Sessions over the next few months and hopefully if they’re 

successful we will continue them. If you have any suggestions 

for activities that you would like to see, then please do get in 

touch. Come and get Messy & Spooky on Wednesday      

30 October 2pm till 4pm. 

Our rooms are: Baby Moons (3 to 18 months), Mini 

Moons (18 to 30 months) and Full Moons room (30 months. 

up to 5 years). We are open 51 weeks of the year, 7.30am till 

6.30pm and provide home-cooked hot lunch and dinners. 
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LETTERS

Questions over 20mph scheme 
The 20mph zone has arrived in town. 

Implementation was rather patchy (when 

was the actual date as no one seemed to 

know?) with repeater signs and cameras 

appearing days before the full-size signs. 

Analysing the consultation results, it 

appears that only actually 14 out of 61 

(c23%) fully supported the scheme as it is 

(two were from York and Tunbridge Wells, 

so could be questioned!) More telling is 

that 39/61 (c64%) made comments about the wider issues 

near the schools and outside the town centre that rather 

trumped the total of ‘support’ and ‘support with concerns’ as 

used by the County Council (c55%). The Deputy Mayor 

claimed (in Banbury Guardian) that he hoped air quality would 

improve. I would question that – a car travelling at 20mph will 

be in a lower gear with similar engine speed giving similar 

emissions but will take another 50% of time passing through 

the same area. I also note that a recent Government report 

of 20mph schemes questioned their cost-effectiveness and 

the difficulty of policing them. 

I am not against increasing safety in the Town, rather that  

the new regime is a bit of a camel (horse designed by a 

committee) and does not really address the concerns of local 

people by the schools. Anyway, I am now looking forward to 

seeing the removal of the woeful speed bumps (and their 

associated potholes) on Albion Street as the reason they 

were put there was to reduce speeds to 20mph. 

Martin Davies  

Isn’t it a bit futuristic at this moment in time to enforce a 

20mph limit through Chipping Norton as transport has 

still not become ‘emission free’ nor looks like happening 

in the near future. The HGV situation should be sorted 

first to ensure our buildings through town can be 

protected, plus the people of Chipping Norton being able 

to use parts of the Town without risk. But as it stands 

now, we appear to be getting more pollution with a 

20mph limit and HGVs still coming through town. 

Edith Sanders 

Congratulations to all involved in getting the 20mph speed 

limit imposed in the town centre. Sadly, however, due to lack 

of signs and bad placement of those that are there, many 

motorists, including lorries, seem to be ignoring it especially 

coming down New Street. The first sign in New Street is a 

long way from the kerb and therefore not in the sightline of 

anyone turning in from the Market Place. It is also blocked 

from view by vans generally parked outside the chip shop. The 

next sign on the opposite is partially obscured by a tree.  The 

only really visible sign is one by the chapel indicating the 

change back to 30mph.  Everyone can see that and brakes 

thus indicating they are doing in excess of 20mph. A few more 

signs and a little more thought to their positioning would 

make this more workable and a better use of the money 

already spent.  At the moment it seems it has been wasted. 

Liz Atkins 

County’s failure – flooding drains 
I’ve written to our County Councillor about the non-action 

from the Council on the state of drains on Burford Road. 

What is worse is that the Council has marked this issue as 

‘closed’ which frankly it is not. I realise we live in a world of 

Fake News but the drains have not been cleared as I walked 

past them (as I have over the last two or three years – they 

have been in the same poor state for that period). When it 

rains in Chipping Norton – and we are in Autumn – the 

blocked drains quickly fill to overflowing, making walking the 

Burford Road a minefield, dodging cars and trucks that enter 

the torrents of water both around the drains and in the 

gullies. The blockage starts at the Fire Station and continues 

down the hill to below the ‘elevated’ portion of the footpath. 

I fully get that resources are an issue, but the County 

Highways Department batting it back for ‘possible inclusion in 

future work’ does not fill me with any confidence that 

anything will be done. If these issues are not tackled, then the 

Department’s credibility simply disappears. I will go on 

reporting this so long as the issue remains, so the 

Department will need to bat this one back every time –  a 

complete waste of time for both parties – but I have the 

patience. 

John Osmond – A disgruntled Council Taxpayer – who 

thought some of his money went to roads maintenance. 

Life after Mind 
The mental health charity Oxfordshire Mind ran a support 

group in Chipping Norton for many years. Unfortunately, 

several months ago (and in my opinion, short-sightedly) 

they withdrew their help. However, a number of members 

decided to keep an informal social group going (rather 

tongue in cheek, we call ourselves ‘Mindless’!) We all have 

had mental health issues in the past, and three have some 

training as voluntary peer support workers. We meet every 

Tuesday downstairs at The Old Mill Café between 2 and 

4pm. If you would like to pop in for a cuppa and a chat, we 

are very happy to see those who are undergoing mental or 

emotional problems, or who may be feeling isolated, or 

who are carers. If needs be, we can signpost people 

towards the appropriate professional services. 

Richard Dixon 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.
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LETTERS

Community Hospital at risk? 
I was shocked to hear 

our brilliant and award 

winning First Aid Unit 

with its fantastic para-

medics is to be moved 

from our Community 

Hospital to the GPs’ 

Surgery. I feel this could 

have serious implica-

tions for the Hospital’s 

future existence. In 2011 

our new Community Hospital opened with a full range of 

services including NHS staffed and managed Intermediate 

Care Beds. Emails, that I have, suggest the bed care 

specification was downgraded by Oxfordshire County 

Council so that the beds could be run by the Orders of St 

John and subsidise the Care Home. This was done at the same 

time as the Oxfordshire NHS Clinical Commissioning Group 

was telling Jeremy Hunt, Secretary of State for Health, that 

there were no plans to alter that specification! Two years ago, 

Physiotherapy was moved to the GPs’ surgery. If our FAU is 

now also moved, how long will the Hospital remain viable 

especially as we are told there is to be a review that might 

impact Maternity?   

I understand the FAU may have better access to 

patient records in the GP Surgery but surely with 

today’s technology the same access could be provided in 

the Community Hospital. The FAU will now be the only 

walk-in service in the Town and I think there is a real 

risk that the paramedics will get swamped helping to 

solve the GPs’ problems. OCCG said they would not 

consult on this matter and that a meeting would be held 

in the GP Surgery building so that people could see just 

how close the two buildings are. If they think the 

buildings are that close together, why do they need to 

move the FAU?! I believe Chipping Norton’s Community 

Hospital status is at risk. We need a proper public 

consultation and an open meeting in the Town Hall.  

Clive Hill 

Climate change won’t go away 
I don’t want to get into a tedious wrangle over details with 

Jim Stanley (Letters last month) but he did make some 

sweeping assumptions about the integrity of climate change 

science which had the effect of trivialising the danger we face. 

He acknowledges that volcanic emissions were textbook stuff 

half a century ago. Does he really think they would have 

slipped the notice of the world’s climatologists? And, on the 

basis of this, he dismisses man’s impact on global temperature 

as ‘minor’. There is no doubt that the effect is real and to talk 

of a climate emergency is no exaggeration. In the last 70 years 

the emission of greenhouses gases has mushroomed, driven 

predominantly by the consumption of fossil fuels. We are 

already beginning to see the consequences in the increased 

frequency and violence of extreme weather around the 

world, receding glaciers and melting ice caps. The best 

estimates are that we have little time (much less than another 

70 years!) in which to avert catastrophic damage. 

David Woolley 
(NB The News Team is keen to hear readers’ opinions about 
Climate Change, but after two letters from Jim Stanley and two 
responses from David Woolley on this issue, the editorial committee 
are closing this specific exchange of correspondence for now.)  

Betty Hicks thanks 
Dear Chippy News. Thank you for coming and taking the 

photo and putting it in the Chippy News. We would like to 

thank everyone that attended our Mum’s party. She was so 

happy. Thanks also to everyone that brought gifts and a very 

special thanks to Sarah Mason who took some lovely photos. 

Martin, Alan, Sharon, Mandy, Hicks family 

(See October News for report of Honorary Citizen Betty Hicks’ 90th 
Birthday party – Ed) 



10th Race for Life 
Gill Begnor of Cancer Research UK sent this report: 
The 10th Hooky Alternative Race for Life took place on 

Sunday 6 October, starting and finishing at the Sun Inn in 

Hook Norton. 200 adults, children, dogs and tortoises took 

part, raising over £1,700 for Cancer Research UK. This brings 

the total raised by the event over the last 10 years to over 

£15,000. Martha the tortoise romped home in an impressive 

time, taking first prize in the tortoise category. Race organisers 

later discovered that Martha’s rival, race veteran Beanie, had 

(along with her owners) stopped for refreshments in the two pubs 

en route. It was an emotional moment for everyone when 3-year-old 

Ruairi crossed the finish line. ‘Super Ru’, well-known and loved in the 

village, completed the course in a pushchair last year, whilst undergoing 

treatment for a rare form of lymphoma. His impressive sprint finish in 

this year's race was a testament to his courage and determination, 

and the great strides being made in cancer treatment through 

research supported by events like this. To help local CRUK 

supporters contact gillbegnor@live.co.uk or 07855 807005 and 

the Just Giving page to donate is www.justgiving.com/HARFL10. 

 

November (News out Monday 28 October)  

2nd Gt Rollright Village Market 9.30am-12.30pm Village Hall 

- see p16 

1940’s Tea Room 10am-2pm Crown & Cushion see p19 

3rd Rambling Club Meet 1.30pm (note change of  time) 

New St Car Park see p26 

Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church  see p13 

5th Railway Club 7.30pm Lwr Town Hall - see p24 

6th District Councillors’ Drop In 10-11.30am Old Mill 

Coffee House & Bistro - see p14 
U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall - see p18 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms see p24 

8th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35 

9th 1940’s Tea Room 10am-2pm Crown & Cushion see p19 

Lionsraw Charity Music Night & Hog Roast 7pm Town 

Hall - see p12 

10th Annual Remembrance Day Parade & Service 
see p19 for details & times 

11th Two Minutes Silence11am War Memorial - see p19 

Local History Society 2pm Methodist Hall see p24 

Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p25-26 

13th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30am for Methodist 

World Mission - see p7 

14th CN Amnesty 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p25 

15th Lido Auction of Promises - see p9 

Kingham & Burford Rotary Charity Bridge 
Drive & Lunch - details p26 

15th Great Rollright Bingo 7.30pm see p14 for details 

16th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm 

Churchill Screen by the Green The Favourite 7.30 

Village Hall - call 659903 for tickets (£5) 

17th Over Norton November Fair 11am-4pm Over Norton  

Village Hall see p7 

18th West Oxon WI 7.30pm St Mary’s Parish Rooms see p24 

CN Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30pm Methodist Hall 

see p28 

19th CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion - see p28 

20th Horticultural Assoc 7.30pm Methodist Hall see p28 

Eco-Friendly Christmas ideas 7.30-9pm Lower 

Town Hall see p4 

21st Folk Evening 7.30pm CN Chequers - see p15 

22nd Katharine House Charity Quiz 7pm Crown & 

Cushion - see p10 

24th Town Xmas tree lights go on the trees 9am Town Hall see 

advert p3 

25th Chipping Norton News Club AGM 7.30pm Lower 

Town Hall - all welcome - call 643219 for details 

28th CN Flower Club 7pm Town Hall - see p24 

Methodist Xmas Tree Festival in the Methodist Church - 

till Sunday 1 December details p6 

30th Adderbury Christmas Market 11am-4pm St Mary’s 

Church Adderbury - see p11 

Lions’ Christmas Quiz 7.30 Crown & Cushion see p27 

December (News out Monday 25 November) 
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