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Christmas Diary, Opening Times plus Election Special and all the 
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Season’s Greetings to all our readers from the Green Gym 
team plus Sainsbury’s volunteers pictured at one of their 

regular sessions at the Health Centre
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way of giving
Get baking this 

Christmas
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Chemists: For urgent prescriptions when chemists are 

closed call your GP surgery for an emergency number. 

CN Health Centre: Closed from 6.30pm on Tuesday 24 

Dec until Friday 27 Dec at 8am. Closed from 6.30pm Tuesday 

31 Dec until Thursday 2 Jan at 8am. Outside surgery opening 

times, call 111 for urgent but not life threatening symptoms, 

and 999 for a life threatening emergency. Order repeat 

prescriptions well before Christmas.   

Hospital: (01865 903333) Outpatients Unit closed 25/6 Dec 

& 1 Jan. First Aid Unit drop-in service to treat minor illnesses 

and injuries, including wounds requiring closing or dressing 

and infections requiring antibiotics. Plus burns, scalds, bites, 

stings, cuts, bruises, sprains, ear, throat and urine infections. 

Monday to Friday, 5-9pm, weekends & bank holidays, 10am-

9pm. MIU at Witney and A&E at Banbury will deal with more 

serious health situations. 

Police: The area is policed by local officers 24/7. In an 

emergency ring 999. Call 101 to contact the Police for non-

emergency calls. Banbury Police Stn is open every day except 

25 Dec – see www.thamesvalley.police.uk for opening times 

WODC One Stop Shop in the Guildhall closed from 1pm 

on Friday 20 Dec for the whole of Christmas & New Year. 

Services are available online 24/7 at: www.westoxon.gov.uk or 

call  01993 861000. 

Library: Closed Thurs & Sun as usual plus 25/26 Dec + 1 Jan. 

Open: Tues 24 Dec 9.30am-1pm, Fri 27th 9.30-5, Sat 28th 9.30-

4, Mon 30th 9.30-5, Tues 31st 9.30-4. Back to normal Fri 3 Jan 

9.30-7.  

Leisure Centre: Closed 25/26 Dec & 1 Jan. Opening hrs 24 & 31 

Dec 6.30am-3pm. Visit www.better.org.uk or call 644412 for other 

holiday opening times.  

Rubbish & Recycling Collection:  When ~ Mon 23 Dec 

then, Tues 31 Dec, Tues 7 Jan back to normal Mon 13 Jan.  

What ~ food caddy collections weekly; household rubbish 

fortnightly alternating with Recycling (& Green Waste 

where appropriate – note last Green Waste collection Mon 

16 Dec – service resumed 13 Jan). Collections as per the 

Calendar issued by WODC, call 01993 861025 or visit: 

www.westoxon.gov.uk  

Xmas Trees From 13 Jan Garden Waste customers can put real 

trees & greenery (holly, ivy, wreaths) inside their bin. Remove 

pot, decorations, wire etc. Festive food recycling (turkey bones, 

peelings etc) use both kitchen & outdoor caddies. 

Extra recycling can be in open cardboard boxes or clear (not black) 

bags NB glass must go in recycling boxes.  

Markets: Chipping Norton Wednesday Market: 18 Dec 

Farmers’ Market: 8.30-1.30 Saturday 21 Dec & 18 Jan as usual.

Town Xmas trees                            
come down Sunday                      

5 January 

meet at the Town Hall 9am            
& join the jolly fairy light gang 

Season’s Greetings to all our 
readers from the News Team

  REMEMBER! 
No January edition of the Chippy News 

Next deadline is Friday 10 January

SEASONAL INFORMATION

Christmas opening times

Diary
December (News out Monday 25 November) 

See also Church Services  p19, Festive Dates p22, Christmas 
Concerts, Exhibitions & Lectures on  p24-25 
28 Nov-1Dec Methodist Christmas Tree Festival - see p22 

30 Nov Sunshine Cat Rescue Christmas Bazaar, Town Hall, 

10.30 - 3.30  www.sunshinecatrescue.org.uk 
1st Rambling Club NB meet Winter time of 1.30pm - see p30 

3rd Tank Farm Development Discussion event                  

1-5pm Town Hall - see p16 for details 

Railway Club 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p28 

4th District Cllrs’ Drop-in 10-11.30am Old Mill see p17 

U3A 2.30pm Methodist Hall see p28 

North Oxon Organic Gardeners see p32 

7th Festive Music Day in the Library - see p15 for details 

8th Cuppa Cake & Chat 2-4.30pm Methodist Church - see p29 

9th History Society 2pm Methodist Hall see p29 for 

details of change of speaker 

Folk Club 7.45pm Artyard Cafe Enstone - see p31 

10th Tank Farm Development Discussion event                    

7-10pm Town Hall - see p16 for details 

11th Community Hub Open Day 10am-noon, 5-7pm in 

the old NatWest building - see p8 

Methodist Coffee Morning  9.30-11.30 Crisis at Christmas 

12th GENERAL ELECTION see p17 for Candidates’ 

profiles, polling times etc 

14th A Christmas Carol at Ditchley Park for Lawrence 

Home Nursing team - details p12 

Fisherman’s Friends 7.30pm Churchill Village Hall see p13 

15th Team Anna’s Festive Fun Day 11-4 - see advert p5 

18th Horticultural Association 7.30 Methodist Hall 

Christmas evening & Michael Poultney - Composting 

21st CN Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

28th Great Brook Run  Chadlington from 11am see p7 

24 Hour Bowling for Team Anna - see p27 

January (No Chipping Norton News) 
5th Christmas Trees come down! 9am Town Hall 

Rambling Club 1.30pm New St Car Park see p30 

Cuppa Cake & Chat 2-4.30pm Methodist Church - see p29 

8th Methodist Coffee Morning  9.30-11.30 Church Flowers 

9th Amnesty 7.30pm Lower Town Hall - see p28 

10th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE 

11th The Green Book 7.30pm Churchill Village Hall see p13 

13th Folk Club 7.45pm Artyard Cafe Enstone - see p31 

15th Horticultural Association 7.30 Methodist Hall 

Richard Hopkins of Applegarth Nurseries -  Bumblebees 

18th CN Farmers’ Market 8.30-1.30 

20th West Oxon WI 7.30 Parish Rooms - see p29 

21st CN Probus 11am Crown & Cushion see p29 

25th Friends of St Mary’s Church Burns Night - see p12 

February (News out Monday 27 January) 



Harry Duffy, a media relations executive, told the News that 

he had investigated the local position and confirmed that 

‘there are no plans’ currently for any significant changes in 

Chipping Norton. On the recently announced stores shake-

up, he suggested this could be done over ‘up to five years’. 

HGV ban ‘huge step forward’ 
November saw a big step towards getting some real action on 

Chipping Norton’s longstanding HGV issues, when a motion 

demanding action from the County Council Cabinet was 

supported and passed un-animously by the full meeting of 

County Councillors. This followed recent campaigning by our 

councillors and campaigners and a packed Town Hall meeting 

where OCC leader Cllr Ian Hudspeth was challenged to do 

something. The November motion to the full Council was 

successfully tabled and led by Chipping Norton County 

Councillor Hilary Biles, who has been campaigning on this 

issue for 

several years. 

She was 

backed up at 

this meeting 

by a strong 

verbal state-

ment from 

Town Councillor 

Mike Tysoe as a 

member of the 

public. Hilary’s motion referred to the County’s acceptance of 

the HGV issues way back to 2004, the increasing health 

threats from air pollution, safety issues and accidents. It 

pointed to little or no action by OCC in spite of previous 

recommended plans, but also the prospect of OCC, as a Tank 

Farm landowner, funding a solution from their land sale. The 

motion ended ‘This Council requests the Cabinet to face up 

to the health and safety issues of residents of Chipping 

Norton and act on the previous LTP2 and LTP3 

recommendations for a weight limit or indeed a lorry route.’ 

As in the past, the Rollright road is the preferred route to be 

upgraded. 

Several other County Councillors – from all parties and 

towns – spoke backing the proposal. None was against. A vote 

was unanimous. Significantly, Cabinet Member for 

Environment and Highways, Cllr Yvonne Constance, spoke in 

support and said that a way had to be found to deal with the 

longstanding issues. Hilary Biles told the News afterwards that 

she will be meeting Cllr Constance shortly to go over 

everything, and with the County Officers to progress more 

action. Hilary said, ‘I think this is a huge step forward and rest 

assured we will look at all opportunities…this motion in itself 

IS progress’. 
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Happy Christmas from the News 
The Chipping Norton News Team wish all our readers a very 

Happy Christmas. The 

Team is celebrating the 

end of another year of the 

Town’s community 

newspaper – run by 

volunteers since 1976. 

The current team (with 

now around 20 local 

volunteers and many 

more contributors) have 

just notched up their 20th 

year and 201st edition (of 

423). Many readers were 

saddened when the News 
stopped at the end of the 

90s and a small group held 

a public meeting in the Methodist Hall to revive it. The group 

which then formed produced its first edition in December 

1999 – ready for The Millennium – fearful of the dreaded 

Millennium bugs (which never materialised!). Since then the 

current Team has worked hard to promote the Town, report 

local news, features and the many things going on with all our 

Town organisations – but we rely on you to tell us! The News 
has expanded – now with around 2000 copies printed each 

month and with more pages, some in colour. But the price of 

50p and the aim to publish a non-profitmaking newspaper 

produced ‘by the community for the community’ remain the 

same. We have no professional journalists and lots of the team 

have ‘day jobs’ as well and we welcome new members with a 

wonderful range of interests and ability. Do come along to 

our next planning meeting on Monday 30 December – 

contact Jill on 643219 for details. Finally, the current Team 

would like to say ‘thank you’ for all the support our readers 

have given us and feel that, with their encouragement and 

participation, the News will continue to inform and amuse in 

the coming years. 

Sainsbury’s store plans 
Chipping Norton’s Sainsbury’s town centre store, having just 

celebrated a 150 years of the company, is gearing up for a busy 

Christmas and future, despite national announcements by the 

parent company over restructuring plans. In November 

Sainsbury’s plc announced reduced profits and progress with 

a £500m cost cutting programme. On a positive note, they are 

opening more stores with 10 large Sainsbury’s stores and 110 

smaller ones planned – but 15 supermarkets and 40 

convenience stores are to close. They are progressing with 

refreshing their product range – with the switch from ‘basics’ 

to ‘value’ and more additions to the ‘Taste the difference’ 

range. Readers have contacted the News raising concerns 

over Chippy’s Sainsbury’s store, with one letter suggesting 

better uses for the site! (see p39). The News contacted the 

Sainsbury’s press office to see if they could reveal any more 

about the national closures – or indeed the Chippy store. 

What was Vladimir Putin looking for 
in Nash’s Bakery? 
Mince Spies!

How did the Mayor get to the 
Christmas Council Meeting? 
On a Holly Davidson

The ‘new’ News Team in 1999

Cllr Tysoe (above 
left) addressing the 

County Council 
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Prosecco party at sweet shop 
Saturday 26 October saw the long-awaited opening of Mr 

Simms Olde Sweet Shoppe. Formerly Kench’s the butchers, 

the building has been completely gutted and refitted with 

shelves and shelves of family favourites, Chippy-themed 

biscuits and chocolates and American candy and drinks. A 

launch party the night before was attended by family, friends, 

suppliers and other local independent shop owners. Owner 

Nicola Hogan thanked everyone for their support throughout 

the summer. Pat Lake responded on behalf of The Theatre to 

thank Nicola for supporting the panto and other initiatives, 

including sponsoring new shirts for ushers. The first few 

weeks have been very successful. ‘We’ve had a good start,’ said 

Nicola ‘and we’ve been overwhelmed by people’s kindness 

and compliments about our shop. We’re looking forward to 

celebrating Christmas with the community.’ 

Tank Farm ‘vision’ project 
As reported last month, Chipping Norton Town Council is 

starting a project, with some expert input, for a vision on how 

the Town can influence the design of the new Tank Farm 

expansion development. The Mayor and Councillors are 

meeting representatives from County and District on      

27 November to discuss the whole Strategic Development 

Area. The Town Council and their Working Group also want 

ideas from the community to shape this vision – and are 

holding Town Hall meetings on 3 and 10 December – see full 

feature, and how to sign up, on page 16. In aiming for the best 

features for a 21st century sustainable Cotswold town, the 

Council is looking at key principles such as zero energy 

homes, social mix, contemporary design, different forms of 

ownership and affordable homes. This is ambitious, but it has 

been achieved elsewhere, despite a lack of government 

legislation. As the project develops, the Chippy News hopes to 

support and encourage the debate with some discussion 

features over the coming months. The first is on that enticing 

idea of ‘zero carbon homes’ (see box below). 

Why is Santa worried about leaving 
the EU? 
The Brexit Bill has no Santa Clause  

Can we build zero carbon homes?
The idea for ‘zero carbon homes’ – one of the aspirations 

for Chippy’s new housing – fits with several new initiatives. 

It seems everyone is waking up to climate change! Currently, 

new developments only have to comply with Building 

Regulations, since the Code for 

Sustainable Homes (which would 

have seen all new homes built 

since 2016 complying with zero 

carbon rules) was withdrawn by 

the Government in 2015. 

With an election looming, 

manifestos are awaited. The recent 

Conservative Government was 

consulting on options for a Future 

Homes Standard that would see 

either a 20% or a 31% reduction in 

CO2 emissions in new homes but 

at the same time would prevent 

Councils from setting higher standards. The Labour Party 

has stated that it intends all new homes should be zero 

carbon from 2022 onwards. Liberal Democrats are 

proposing local citizens’ assemblies on climate actions – and 

want more powers locally on planning. Oxford Friends of 

the Earth are lobbying for Councils to include zero carbon 

policies in their Local Plans and for Government to amend 

national planning policy. But this would take time. 

WODC has been proactive: it has won £30,000 

Government funding for professional advice on producing a 

‘toolkit’ to ‘assist developers, housing providers, existing 

homeowners, self-builders and local communities wishing to 

work with the Council to bring forward sustainable carbon 

neutral proposals’. But it seems this will be voluntary, with 

no obligation on homebuilders 

to comply. The Council hopes 

to publish the toolkit by spring 

2021. Might this be just in time 

for our big Tank Farm 

development? But still with no 

real legislative stick to force 

developers to build zero carbon 

homes, it seems that the Town 

Council might need to explore 

other ideas. 

Building homes to zero 

carbon standards is more 

expensive than complying with 

current building regulations but costs halved in the period 

2011–14 and continue to fall. Estimates vary but an 

additional cost of around £4,000 for a terraced house is 

generally accepted and studies show that this is quickly 

recouped through energy saving over only a few years. 

Volume homebuilders have resisted moves towards zero 

carbon. Maybe they’ll need a little incentive from the major 

Tank Farm landowner, the County Council, to persuade 

them. That would, after all, be entirely in accordance with 

OCC’s own Energy Strategy.

Zero Carbon homes for rent and sale at Elmsbrook,                  
NW Bicester

Nicola (right) with husband Chris and Senga Russ at the 
launch of Mr Simms Olde Sweet Shoppe
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Festive Fun for Anna! 
Holy Trinity School families and the wider Chippy community 

have joined together over the past months to help try and 

reach Anna Drysdale’s £460,000 target for her cancer 

treatment in New York. November has seen events of all 

kinds, beginning with the fabulous sponsored dog walk at 

Blenheim Palace (pictured above). Despite the chilly 

conditions, 101 dogs with their owners turned up in an array 

of Christmas accessories and Team Anna hoodies to hike the 

five-mile circuit, raising money for the cause. Residents and 

staff at Southerndown Care Home took part in fundraising 

for Team Anna raising £511 in total. They held a charity car 

wash which was a massive success and also had various 

fundraising events around the home. Activities continued 

throughout the month, inspiring young and old. Wild at Heart 

and Bippity Boo opened late for some festive shopping, a 

fantastic bingo night was held in Rollright Village Hall, a quiz at 

Holy Trinity school and plenty of Festive Fayres, where 

handmade goods and Team Anna clothing were up for sale, not 

forgetting the gorgeous Christmas cards designed by Anna 

herself. 

December will see the fundraising activities continuing 

and Team Anna are excited about the main event; a day of 

festive fun in Chipping Norton! On Sunday 15 December, 

local shops will open their doors for Christmas shopping and 

the Town Hall have kindly allowed Team Anna in to host a day 

of exciting children’s games, crafts and stalls. With carol 

singers and, hopefully, some live animals too, it should be a 

great day of Christmas magic with all the profits going 

towards getting Anna to New York. Team Anna told the News 
there are many ways to help Anna get her life-saving 

treatment, from supporting the events, to buying the Team 

Anna merchandise. Visit www.goteamanna.org if you’d like to 

find out more. 

 

River in New St car park  
The recent heavy rain has again see the appearance of a major 

stream of water emerging out of the ground into the bottom 

half of the New Street car park. Last year the same thing 

happened over winter and sheets of water turned to lethal ice 

causing danger to both car drivers and the pedestrians who 

use the car park as a route through from the Dunstan Avenue 

housing. Thames Water came out last year and confirmed it 

was not them – and it seems it was one of the natural springs 

along the length of Chippy’s hillside. Town Councillor Gordon 

Brown has raised the issue again with WODC, which has 

responsibility for the car park and presumably would be liable 

for safety issues. District Councillor Geoff Saul told the News 
that a Flood Risk Engineer was coming to inspect the problem 

and see what would have to be done. 

Jeremy’s farm shop approved 
Planning permissions has been granted by WODC for an 

application made for development at the farm in Chadlington 

owned by Jeremy Clarkson. The plan is for a farm shop, 

lambing shed, car park, landscaping and ‘occasional filming’. The 

site is near a caravan site on the Chipping Norton Road. One 

condition of approval is that shop goods  must be produced 

on the farm or from local sources. 

Why couldn’t election candidates 
speak at the Town Hall? 
They all had Tinsilitis 

Why does Santa like coming down the 
enormous chimney at Bliss Mill? 
It soots him & stops claustrophobia

Southerndown staff supporting Team Anna
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Council’s climate emergency  
At November’s Town Council meeting, Councillors were 

presented with a detailed Declaration of Climate and Ecology 

Emergency and key areas for the Council’s own action.  

Councillors were grateful for all the work that had gone into 

producing this but deferred the decision to adopt it to allow 

more time to digest the document.  

The Declaration first acknowledges the seriousness of 

the situation, and then pledges to work on actions, both 

within this Council and with other councils, businesses and 

the local community to make an impact on environment and 

biodiversity in our area. The core Working Group, which has 

done the initial work, hopes to oversee an action plan aiming, 

for example, for carbon neutrality before 2030. They will also 

build into the Council’s own work a real focus on actions to 

make a difference. This includes: influencing the future of the 

Tank Farm development; lobbying on planning policy; 

promoting public transport, electric charging points, cycling 

and walking; how the Council itself works and awards grants 

and contracts; the Council’s own energy use – such as at 

Guildhall and Town Hall; and planting trees. The plan would be 

to engage more widely with the community on all this – 

including inviting local experts and stakeholders to the 

working group. A schedule of areas for action by each Town 

Council Committee has been started.  

Wigwam supports the Town 
Wigwam storage up 

at the old 

Countrywide site, 

was opened as a new 

venture by locals 

Nick Grant, and 

Freddie Crichton-

Stuart (pictured). The 

team is happy to 

report the new 

business is going very 

well. They say the 

units are filling up 

quickly and they have 

been able to 

accommodate some very unusual requests for different 

storage requirements. They also have a ‘man and a van’ service 

available for local use. Wigwam has been getting involved in 

the local community with sponsorship for Chipping Norton 

Rugby Club and Hook Norton Football Club. Nick told the 

News, ‘we were also happy to store and deliver the new 

benches for The Chipping Norton Royal British Legion to put 

at the newly paved War Memorial, which we think looks 

amazing. Well done to them. We would like to take this 

opportunity to wish our current and future customers and all 

in the Town and surrounding villages a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.’ 

More clinics at Chippy Hospital 
Last month the 

News reported the 

plan to relocate 

the evening and 

weekend First Aid 

Unit from the 

room at the 

Chipping Norton 

War Memorial 

Community Hos-

pital to be based 

instead, at the Health Centre alongside the GPs. The NHS 

held a public meeting on 23 October at the Health Centre, 

where GPs, Commissioners, and Ambulance service (who run 

the FAU) explained the move. They set out the potential 

benefits of being able to work more closely with GP on this 

‘primary’ care urgent service. The move will probably happen 

in January when access and working arrangements have been 

finalised. 

Questions were raised about the future services that will 

be based at the Community Hospital. Jane O’Gorman, the 

hospital site manager, told the meeting that they there were 

now many more clinics being run locally at the Hospital for 

specialist services – helping avoid travel to Banbury and 

Oxford. These include around 30 weekly or monthly clinics: 

firstly, with consultants visiting such as in paediatrics, 

gynaecology, orthopaedics and respiratory clinics; secondly 

with nurses or other specialists in areas such as diabetes, 

neurology, Parkinson’s, physiotherapy and heart issues. X-ray 

and other diagnostic tools such as ECGs are available. There 

is also a ‘walk in’ audiology clinic where you can, for example, 

Where do Mr & Mrs Santa vote in 
the election?  
The North Poll
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have your hearing aid checked. This is on the 4th Tuesday every 

other month from 1.30-4.30pm – next one on 28 January. 

Finally, alongside the community services at the Hospital site 

is Chippy’s much-admired midwife-led Cotswold Birth 

Centre. 

The News hopes to run a feature early in 2020 with Jane 

O’Gorman and the team with more on what happens at the 

Hospital and what we might expect in the future. 

Lela’s story from Africa 
Here is a suggestion for 

a life-affirming Christ-

mas read by local 

author Sarah Jarman 

and her co-author Lela 

Burbridge who met as 

neighbours in Over 

Norton. Lela – Ashes of 
Childhood chronicles 

Lela’s difficult life in 

Uganda up until her 

teenage years, painting a 

vivid picture of cruelty, 

neglect, starvation as 

well as physical and mental abuse. How anyone could survive 

such a traumatic start to life is a miracle. To rise from utter 

destitution to attain a degree and Masters in public health, 

work for the NHS, marry, run a business and raise three 

children is the ultimate inspiration. With 50 reviews on 

Amazon including ‘a story that will stay with you’, ‘incredibly 

inspiring’, ‘a compelling, important read’ you get some idea of 

the immense impact Lela’s story has. 

Lela’s story is a wonderful example of triumph over 

adversity. Her focus now is on women’s rights and the power 

of education. To that end, a third of the book sale profits will 

be donated to the Rafiki Thabo Foundation. Based in Kingham 

it supports individuals and communities in Africa through 

education, providing support and hope. Lela struggled with 

bringing her memories to the surface and knew she couldn’t 

write them alone. However, with Sarah’s help, she was able to 

highlight the struggles so many face on a daily basis. She wants 

to reassure others that there is light at the end of the tunnel. 

Lela and Sarah will be conducting a series of talks, in churches, 

next year. Watch out for dates in the News. The book, a story 

of someone born into poverty who achieved great things, can 

be bought at Jaffé & Neale, other bookshops (ISBN 

9781527242739) or via Amazon. 

Chippy’s new Bluebell Wood 
Over 150 bluebells 

and other 

wildflowers have 

been planted by 

members of 

Chipping Norton’s 

Green Gym down 

at the new Fitzalan 

Wood off Station 

Road. Sainsbury’s 

provided the 

bluebells as part of 

their anniversary 

celebrations and 

some staff from the 

Chippy store came 

along to help. The 

Wood, planted and 

maintained by the Green Gym on land owned by the Field 

Reeves, is now five years old and doing well. Fingers crossed 

for a blooming spring in Fitzalan Wood. 

Try the Great Brook Run 
This popular annual event in Chadlington is on 28 December 

with the run starting from The Tite Inn (OX7 3NY). Over the 

frightening distance of just-over-a-mile, the short but epic 

journey throws up various obstacles through a quagmire of 

distant muddy fields – then the wet bit, the bit that dares our 

heroes to come all the way home again in a raging torrent of 

water that is The Great Brook. Survivors get to retire to The 

Tite Inn to warm their frozen toes by the fire, quaff an ale or 

two and regale passers-by with stories. Registration at around 

11am finishes at 12.15. Race starts at 12.30. All proceeds go 

to Oxfordshire Association for the Blind. For more 

information visit www.greatbrookrun.co.uk. 

Hotel plans at HSBC site 
Plans to turn the old HSBC building in Chipping Norton’s 

Market Street into a boutique hotel seem to be firming up. 

Setha, the company behind the proposal, told the News that 

they had been delighted with the response they received to 

their exhibition on 10 October, attended by about 150 

people, which was reported in the November News. Setha say 

that, of the 71 people who responded to their questionnaire, 

78% agreed and 14% partially agreed that ‘high quality 

boutique accommodation’ is needed in the Town. Setha said 

they were intending to submit a planning application in 

November and would continue to keep local people updated 

as their proposals progress. Watch this space! 

Why does our chemist have no mice 
in the store? 
Because there’s a Puss in Boots 

CHRISTMAS SALES 
Fair Trade crafts from Nepal 

Handmade silver Jewellery ~ Scarves, gloves, 
hats & colourful sox ~ Cashmere & silk shawls 

and scarves ~ Yak wool shawls Tibetan 
incense and holders ~ Leather bags 

at 11 Church Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5NT 

Monday 2 December 7‐9pm 

Tuesday 3 December                                               
10am‐7pm (drop in all day) 

Contact Heather Leonard (01608 643691) 
www.tamrakar.co.uk 

       All friends welcome! 

The Green Gym’s Heather Leonard 
(right) planting bluebells with 

Sainsbury’s volunteers Grace & YvonneCo-authors Sarah and Lela
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‘Community Hub’ open day 
The News reported last 

month that St Mary's 

Church had successfully 

completed the purchase of 

the former NatWest Bank 

building in Chipping 

Norton’s Market Street for 

use as a central 

‘Community Hub’. 

Georgina Orchard is now 

working with St Mary’s as 

Campaign Director for the 

whole project. She told the 

News, ‘This has galvanised 

us into action to spread the news of the vision we have for 

using the building to serve the local community, working 

closely with WODC, Cottsway Housing, Thames Valley Police, 

local schools, GPs, health workers and others. We have 

discussed our plans with the Mayor and will, when this goes 

to press, have met with the Town Council to put before them 

our proposals and receive their thoughts and suggestions.’ On 

Wednesday 11 December the doors of the bank will be open 

to members of the public and the wider community from 

10am to 12pm and 5 to 7pm. If you would like to come along 

and find out more about what we are proposing for the 

building, do come and join us in the old NatWest bank. We 

will have drawings of our proposed plans and will be keen to 

chat and receive your ideas. This will allow us to consolidate 

all the feedback we receive in the New Year as we make 

preparations for starting formal planning applications.’ If you 

are unable to visit the open day on 11 December but would 

like to find out more about the project, please visit the St 

Mary's Church website at www.stmaryscnorton.com or email 

georgina.orchard@stmaryscnorton.com. Georgina would be 

very happy to hear from you. If you are excited by this project 

and feel you have practical skills or experience to contribute, 

please do get in touch. 

Focus on Chippy’s Youth 
Can we do more to provide facilities and support for 

Chipping Norton’s youngsters? There are already many sports 

clubs focusing on the young, as well as popular organisations 

such as Guides, Scouts, ATC and Army Cadets. The latest good 

news about a new town centre hub at the old NatWest site 

also reinforces the existing support that St Mary’s, along with 

other churches, provide. 

St Mary’s works with 

young people in and out 

of Church, and with 

Chipping Norton 

School – a plan for a 

nurture room at the 

School is one example. 

On youth clubs 

themselves, Chipping 

Norton’s Glyme Hall 

was built, with central 

government funding, 

substantially with young people in mind. Unfortunately, at that 

time the County Council withdrew ongoing financial support 

for a youth worker, but St Mary’s stepped in with their own 

Youth Worker, currently Jonny Lowe, who runs the Remix 

Friday club there as well as doing outreach work (see box). 

The County Council is now launching a one-off £1m Youth 

Opportunity Fund and towns such as Chippy can bid for 

single grants of up to £70,000. 

Now Chipping Norton Town Council is looking at doing 

more. First, Cllr Georgia Mazower told the News, ‘we are 

working on a project to create a Youth Council, a voice for 

young people, in partnership with Chipping Norton School, 

and will be talking to sixth formers there in December. The 

Remix makes Town music 
Remix runs on Fridays at 3.15 after school in term time for secondary age young people. Their youth leader 

and outreach worker Jonny Lowe told the News about their latest project.
Before the October half term holidays began, Remix Youth 

Club teamed up with Community Albums, a charity which 

develops people and gives communities a voice through 

music and media. Simon Hill and Rob 

May, both professional musicians, 

came to Glyme Hall to provide a 

workshop for young people involved 

in Remix. The day was spent filming 

around Chippy, capturing all the 

different aspects of our town and 

why it’s so great. Along with 

Spielberg-esque directing and filming, 

young people were able to make the 

accompanying music as the 

background. Using state-of-the-art music technology and 

recording equipment, the young people were able to create 

some incredible tracks for the video. There was lots of 

amazingly creative talent on show, with some quality beat-

boxing and banging tunes that would give Stormzy a run for 

his money. It was a great opportunity for lots of the young 

people to use their talents in a really 

constructive way and give them a 

voice. We have some incredible young 

people in our Town and we can be 

really proud of what they were able to 

create in just a few hours. Thanks to 

funding from WODC we had a 

fantastic day, meeting lots of people, as 

we captured Chippy’s best bits! 

Remix at Glyme Hall is the place 

to be on a Friday afternoon from 3.15 

during term-time. We have many exciting opportunities to 

do lots of different activities which young people love. 

Follow us @RemixChippy on Instagram.

A Didcot youth project which has 
used County funding

Remix at Glyme Hall

What’s goes red-white-red-white-
ouch at 21mph? 
Santa rolling too fast down New St
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intention is for representatives, aged 14 upwards, to be drawn 

from all the different post codes in Chipping Norton and 

surrounding villages’. Secondly, more ideas could be looked at, 

with Cllr Rizvana Poole, chair of the Recreation Committee, 

saying ‘the Town Council believes that Youth Provision (for 11-

18 year olds) in Chipping Norton is a requirement, and not a 

response to antisocial behaviour or crime statistics. We want 

to invest in and support our young people. A project on Youth 

Provision would have a positive impact on the Town as a 

whole, bringing together our community as it grows. We are 

looking at new ways in which to fund these projects, focussing 

on local and national grant opportunities as well working with 

existing clubs/organisations. We are also working with other 

local councils to learn from their experiences and determine 

how ideas could be implemented in Chipping Norton.’ For 

example, the town council in Swindon has funded their own 

youth support worker. More locally, Carterton are funding 

directly a PCSO (Police Community Support Officer). Cllr 

Poole said she would love to hear the ideas, comments and 

views of our young people and anybody else who wants to 

help. She can be contacted on rizvanapoole@gmail.com. 

Bledington shop opening 
Bledington has a 

new Community 

Shop and Café, 

after 10 years of 

hard work by the 

community to 

build a new heart 

in the village. At a 

ceremony on in 

mid November, 

celebrity chef, food 

writer and local 

resident Prue Leith 

opened the shop 

as its first official 

customer with a 

loyalty card. Pupils 

from Bledington 

Primary School also to buried a time capsule by the building 

for future generations. Michael McCulloch, the joint chair of 

the shop management committee, praised the project’s 

community effort with over 300 villagers involved. The Shop 

and Café will be open seven days a week for local residents, 

walkers, cyclists and commuters who use Kingham Railway 

Station.  It is purpose-built, steel-framed and wood clad, 

designed by a local architect and built by a local builder. Over 

£350,000 was raised, 80% through community shares, 

donations and numerous fundraising activities. The project 

was also supported by local charities including the Plunkett 

Foundation, Susanna Peake Charitable Trust, Summerfield 

Charitable Trust and Charlotte Heber-Percy Charitable Trust 

as well as The Prince’s Countryside Fund, Cotswold LEADER 

and the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All. 

Rollright Stones round up 
In a terrific 

2019 the 

Rollright Stones 

have seen 

increased visit-

or numbers and 

with bookings 

for group and 

school events 

well up on last 

year. Acquisition 

of new land 

also means 

exciting plans 

to enhance the 

archaeological 

content of the 

site for the 

benefit of visitors. We will be continuing to work with 

Warwickshire County Council to look at a possible speed 

reduction and other restrictions on the road bisecting the 

monuments as the number of visitors and school parties 

crossing the road to the King’s Stone is set to increase – 

safety always being paramount.  

After nearly a year the front footpaths have now been 

restored to their original specification (work carried out 

superbly by Gordon Hill & Sons Ltd of Minster Lovell) making 

them perfect for pushchairs, wheelchairs and anyone with 

walking difficulties. Our regular visitors and users of the site, 

the Cotswold Order of Druids and the Watchers of the Old 

Ways, add plenty of sparkle to the monuments as they too 

have seen a rise in their following.  

Plenty of winter projects will help to start the new 

season in 2020 with a fresher look, great events and 

continuing the unique attraction of the Rollright Stones as an 

What did Santa call the unknown 
Three Wise Men? 
Who Who Who !!!

Who won’t be voting two weeks 
before Xmas?  
The Turkeys in Beadle’s Butchers

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

Fantastic books 
for the festive season 

Happy Christmas  

Local resident, Prue Leith cutting the 
replica cake at the opening of the 

Bledington Community Shop & Café

Rollright Trust Chairman George Lambrick 
(right)  & Treasurer Amby Hitchcock (left) thank 

contractor Gordon Hill & David Wilkinson of 
Gigacler for the  footpath restoration 
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important national archaeological site, a rare Dark Sky venue 

and one of Chipping Norton’s prime assets. 

Robin Smitten, Trustee and Site Manager 

Christmas at Fairytale Farm 
Fairytale Farm, the family 

attraction just outside Chipping 

Norton at Southcombe, has its 

Christmas Fairytale event open 

this year on Saturdays and 

Sundays 30 November to 8 

December then daily from 14 December to Christmas Eve. 

Owner Nick Laister says this year is going to be something 

special, ‘this is our seventh Christmas Fairytale event and it 

will be bigger and better than ever. Families will be able to 

enter our amazing new Fairytale Castle and explore a Magical 

Fairytale Land of animatronic figures, sound and lighting with 

interactive games.’ In this magical and immersive event you 

will travel from the South Pole to the North Pole. You will 

meet some interactive dancing penguins, visit the Toymaker in 

his cosy log cabin and see Santa's sleigh ready to launch into 

a clear night sky of twinkling stars. Then you will walk through 

the Secret Forest to meet Father Christmas himself in his 

beautiful Grotto, which evokes an atmosphere of Christmas 

past. Other Christmas activities include Christmas cookie 

decorating, a festive-themed hunt as well as experiencing the 

extraordinary Christmas lights. Describing itself as the UK's 

first visitor attraction where disabled children’s needs come 

first in the design and layout, everything is accessible and 

everybody is welcome. Early booking is advised. See 

www.fairytalefarm.co.uk for information and exclusive 

booking reference. 

Tribute to Alan Watkins 
Local historian Alan 

Watkins, who sadly 

died in April this 

year, was a long-

standing member of 

Chipping Norton 

Local History 

Society. He lived in 

Churchill and was 

very active in village 

life including work 

with the Heritage 

Centre.  

He has now been remembered 

with a memorial in the village. Back 

in 2016, Churchill & Sarsden Parish 

Council decided that the Langston 

Memorial fountain, which was 

erected in 1870, needed repair as 

time and weather erosion had caused the structure to 

deteriorate. A team was recruited from the village to help 

with the fundraising. Part of the funding obtained was 

conditional on showing the fountain in its historical context.  

Alan Watkins was the man to help with his wealth of local 

knowledge. Alan documented how, during the nineteenth 

century, water came to the fountain and then how it was 

distributed round Churchill village. Alan remained the lynch 

pin during the whole project from the research period right 

through to the conclusion. After the work on the fountain 

was completed, Alan was keen for the long absent stone catch 

bowl to be replaced and advised Councillors on the size and 

shape of the original. The replacement was installed earlier 

this year. Following suggestions from the community, it was 

decided that the new catch bowl should be dedicated to Alan 

as a fitting tribute. The dedication took place on the day that 

would have been Alan’s eighty-first birthday and the plaque 

reads: ‘This bowl is in memory of Alan Watkins. The font of all 

local knowledge 1939–2019’. 

Helen Tomalin, Parish Clerk 

Blue Cross recycling 
Do you have any unwanted old bedding used by your pet dogs 

and cats? One News Team member sadly lost their pet 

recently and discovered that The Blue Cross charity animal 

rehoming centre at Burford is very happy to take used 

bedding, no longer needed, for use either at the centre or to 

be sold on, for a donation, to another owner. Why not make 

sure your pet’s bed provides a snuggly safe haven for someone 

else’s four-legged friend? www.bluecross.org.uk/oxfordshire-

burford-rehoming-centre 

Above: Members of the Watkins 
family in front of the fountain Right: 

the new catch bowl & plaque 
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Southerndown’s Make a Wish 
Southerndown Care Home in Chipping Norton held a cycle 

event in November as part of their ‘Make a Wish’ programme 

which involves making residents’ wishes come true. 

Southerndown’s Stacey Davies told the News, ‘One resident 

was a former keen cyclist, so we arranged for a number of 

cyclist groups to visit the home and take part in a meet and 

greet. Over 40 cyclists travelled there for the day. To see our 

residents’ faces light up was priceless’.  

Help out at Home-Start 
Are you interested in helping young families in Chipping 

Norton and District by befriending them in their time of 

need? Home-Start Banbury, Bicester and Chipping Norton is 

a voluntary home-visiting scheme, where trained volunteers 

offer confidential support, friendship and practical help to 

families with at least one child under five. Trustee and local 

Chippy resident Jo Graves said, ‘Can you join our team of 

volunteers to support parents as they grow in confidence, 

strengthen their relationships with their children and widen 

their links with the local community. Or maybe you have skills 

in management or governance? Then why not join our Board 

of Trustees – all training is given. Believe me, this work is so 

rewarding!’ If anyone is interested in helping Home-Start they 

can speak to Jane on 01295 266358 or email 

info@homestartbanbury.org.uk. See website www.home-

startbanbury.org.uk. 

Kingham: more & faster trains 
15 December will see the biggest timetable change on Great 

Western Railway’s network since 1976. All the new GWR 

Intercity Express bi-mode trains (IETs) – pictured – are now 

in service, and can take advantage of recent infrastructure 

improvements to deliver faster journey times and more seats. 

Train services between the North Cotswolds including 

Chippy’s nearest station, Kingham, via Oxford and London will 

have a more consistent service pattern throughout the day. 

The new Worcestershire Parkway Station also opens on 15 

December. The planned improvements are so significant, 

especially for regular travellers used to the old times, that 

GWR has already launched an awareness campaign well in 

advance. It is encouraging customers to find out more and 

register for updates at www.gwr.com.  You can also visit 

ojp.nationalrail.co.uk/service/planjourney/search to see 

details of timings. 

An extra train in the morning peak from Kingham on 

weekdays means departures now at 05.59, 06.17, 07.03, 07.24, 

07.49, 08.18, 09.01 and 10.02. The 07.24 will take 1h 16m to 

reach Paddington compared with 1h 31m currently. Off-peak 

services will run hourly in both directions with returns from 

Paddington at xx.50 until the evening peak, when there will be 

an additional train through to Kingham. Similar improvements 

from Oxford to Paddington sees the fastest train taking just 

44 minutes and typical journey times of 55 minutes with a 

train every half hour. From Chippy you can of course use the 

S3 bus to and from Oxford station, particularly as there will 

be later trains from Paddington and the last S3 departs the 

station at 23.35. At the recent Stakeholders’ Meeting 

launching the new services, our News Team member also 

urged GWR to find a way to reinstate the bus link between 

What is Boris’s favourite wine at 
Christmas lunch? 
 ‘I don’t like Brussels’
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Chippy and Kingham, particularly with growth in Chippy’s 

housing and climate change issues. No promises were made 

so we will have to see whether planned changes to national 

rail governance will open up opportunities for such 

connecting services. 

Lawrence Team at Christmas 
There are a handful of tickets still available for the Lawrence 

Home Nursing Team’s 20th anniversary fundraiser at Ditchley 

Park, Oxfordshire, on Saturday, 14 December, 7-10.30pm. 

Celebrated actors Alison Steadman, Toby Jones and Mark 

Gatiss will read from Dickens’ A Christmas Carol followed by 

carol singing led by choir, Eight-in-a-Bar. A grand raffle will 

round off the evening; fantastic prizes include a BMW Z4 

Sport Roadster, fully fuelled and insured for the weekend, two 

tickets to a Jack Savoretti concert in 2020 and dinner, bed and 

breakfast at The George Inn, Barford St Michael.  Contact 

fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org to enter the draw and 

you can buy tickets to attend the Ditchley Park event via 

www.lawrencehomenursing.org.  

The usual Candles of 

Remembrance Service 

will be on Thursday 19 

December at 7pm – this 

year at St Mary’s Church, 

Chipping Norton.  

Finally, a big thank 

you to M&S Chipping 

Norton for choosing the 

Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team as their 

charity partner and to all 

our friends and 

supporters for enabling 

the nursing team to 

continue to provide 

people with end-of-life 

nursing care in their own 

homes this year and for many more years to come.  

Verity Fifer 

Chad Parish Chair stands down 
At Chadlington Parish Council meeting on 11 November, 

Howard Rowley stepped down as Chair and also stood 

down as a Parish Councillor. This leaves two vacancies on the 

Council, so there is now a recruitment drive underway. 

Howard first became a Parish Councillor six years ago and 

has been Chair since 2016. He said that he is proud of what 

the Council has achieved in recent years, especially the 

planning policy, Parish Plan, maintaining the playground and 

working well with District and County Councillors. Increased 

public participation and the regular contributions of 

volunteers are also good indicators of the Council’s 

achievement. Howard was presented with two bottles of 

Café de la Post’s finest wines and he said that he was most 

touched by the kind comments written by Councillors in his 

farewell card. His experience and good sense will be much 

missed by his colleagues and the village. Fortunately, he has 

offered to continue contributing to the Council’s work as a 

volunteer. 

Beech Haven ready for Xmas 
Residents and the staff at Beech Haven care home have been 

busy celebrating recently with both Harvest Festival and 

Halloween. They are now are beginning to prepare for 

Christmas, with shows from Phoebe Appleby, The Singing 

Postman, a trip to The Theatre, and a Christmas party, with 

hopefully a visit from Father Christmas. All residents and staff 

of Beech Haven would like to take this opportunity to wish 

everyone a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Sandra Stowe 

What’s Santa’s top priority in the 
General Election? 
To save the National Elf Service

The Lawrence Team’s Jenny Nolan 
visits new charity partner M&S
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Life story of Chippy’s rally star 
Looking for a Christmas gift 

for an avid Chippy car rally 

enthusiast? Why not buy a 

new autobiography called 

Ever the Bridesmaid, the 

story of Tony Ambrose, a 

local Chipping Norton 

Grammar School lad who 

went on in the 1950s and 

60s to fame in the 

international rally world. 

Tony was born in Chippy in 

1933, went to Chipping 

Norton Grammar School 

and won a scholarship to 

Jesus College, 

Oxford (as a 

reward, his father 

gave him an MG 

car!). At Oxford 

he took up 

rallying, winning 

the 1956 RAC 

Rally of Great 

Britain in an 

Aston Martin. 

After National 

Service in the 

RAF, his hobby 

became all-

consuming and 

he joined the BMC works team in 1959. Among his many rally 

successes were the 1964 Spa–Sofia–Liege Rally (probably his 

greatest win) and the 1965 European Rally Championship, 

including the RAC Rally of Great Britain, the sporting pinnacle 

in those days. He then helped organise the 1968 London–

Sydney Marathon and 1970 World Cup Rally.  

Tony died in 2008 leaving a 73,000 word manuscript of 

his life which was transcribed by his nephew Philip. Readers 

may recall the Ambrose businesses. Tony’s father worked at 

Hartwells in Chipping Norton, then in 1929 set up his own 

agricultural engineering business on the Burford Road. In 

1964 Tony’s brother took the Ambrose business into cars – 

first with BMC and then Vauxhall after 1979. Tony himself 

had a home décor business and shops in Hampshire. The 

book covers mainly his sporting life with unique insights 

into the top level of the sport plus some amusing stories. 

Copies are available from Philip at 

philip@theambroses.co.uk. Signed copies cost £15 if 

collected from Charlbury (postage extra), but Philip is 

offering News readers free delivery anywhere with a 

Chipping Norton postal address or within a 10km radius. 

Profits from sales go to Race Against Dementia and 

Parkinsons UK. There are also a few copies at Jaffé & Neale. 

New plans at Cotswolds Hotel 
The existing events marquee at Chipping Norton Golf Club 

(now called the Cotswolds Club as part of the Cotswolds 

Hotel and Spa) which is used for weddings and other events, 

will not be allowed to become a permanent fixture, a Planning 

Inspector has ruled. The hotel’s owner Glucka Wijesuriya was 

hoping to put a permanent metal roof on the structure but 

this did not find favour with the Town Council, the District 

Council or a Planning Inspector, who said it ‘would have 

harmful effects on the character and appearance of the host 

building and surroundings’. The Inspector reached the same 

conclusion about a rooftop conservatory, which was intended 

to enclose the outdoor spa. Wiji assured the News that the 

marquee has temporary permission for five years until 2021, 

so bookings will not be affected. In October he submitted a 

new application to build a permanent function room. ‘This is 

in keeping with the rest of the development, so hopefully this 

will be granted permission! We have also made a fresh 

application for the rooftop extension by going for a traditional 

slate roof with Velux windows, which I hope will be also 

acceptable’. Just nearing completion at the hotel is also a 

£5m+ investment in 20 holiday apartments, which can be 

converted to additional hotel bedrooms. 

Movies in Churchill 
The next Screen by the Green film at Churchill & Sarsden 

Village Hall is Fisherman’s Friends on Saturday 14 December. 

This warm and likeable comedy is inspired by the true story 

of a group of 10 fishermen from Port Isaac in Cornwall who 

are an all-male folk singing group, and who in the noughties, 

became an unexpected hit for their authentic sea shanties 

with an entry in the Top Ten. The heartening story is brought 

to life largely by Danny, a music executive, who is in Cornwall 

for a stag weekend with bunch of somewhat dodgy music PR 

buddies. Danny gets enticed into signing up the group and 

involved in local romance and subplots. The Cornish setting is 

Why does the New St dentist hate 
the cold?  
Chippy folks’ teeth all chatter

Tony, right, pictured at the 1965 RAC Rally

Which two shops in Chippy does 
Reindeer Rudolf use? 
Mash and Oats
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ravishing – you’ll want to hasten back there. All films start at 

7.30pm; tickets £5 Join us for mulled wine and mince pies 

from 7pm. The next film, on Saturday 11 January, is The Green 
Book. For bookings ring Jackie on 01608 659903 or email 

screenbythegreen@btopenworld.com. 

Nature’s home at Bliss Mill 
This year a major conservation campaign by the RSPB has 

been getting everyone thinking about trying to ‘give nature a 

home’ in our own homes. The residents at Chipping 

Norton’s iconic Bliss Mill (now a private estate) seem to be 

taking all this to heart, particularly given the wonderful 

environment for wildlife and wildflowers at the Mill. Current 

ideas include installation of nesting supports for birds such 

as kestrels, tawny owls, robins, wrens and tits. There could 

also be a hedgehog house or two and bat boxes. For winter 

support, several fat-ball feeders are on the way – and ideas 

to encourage reptiles and amphibians. There are also plans 

for a new wildflower meadow. The Bliss Mill site manager is 

taking the initiative. Funding – which is generally not 

enormous for this kind of thing – might come from 

enthusiastic residents and there are also potential grants 

available for bigger schemes from the Countryside 

Stewardship Scheme and Natural England. There could be 

many other home and landowners around Chipping Norton 

who could take up these types of ideas. Bliss Mill is, today, as 

private a place as anybody’s house and garden, but visitors 

are occasionally welcomed to see the gardens. Peta 

Simmons, who runs weekly walks round Chipping Norton, 

occasionally leads groups, roughly three times a year, with 

prior arrangement and approval with Ian Evans, the Site 

Manager. Chipping Norton Museum also has much material 

about the history of the Mill, the Bliss family, and the people 

who worked there. 

Rollright’s St Andrew’s Church 
We wish you all a very Happy and Blessed Christmas and a 

Peaceful New Year. Do join us at one of our services over the 

Christmas period. On Sunday 1 December we are celebrating 

our Patronal Festival (St Andrew’s Day is 30 November) as 

well as Advent Sunday with a service of Holy Communion in 

church at 10am. At 4pm on the same day there will be a 

Christingle Service in St Peter’s, Hook Norton. Our 

Christmas services start with Carols by Candlelight on 

Sunday 15 December at 6pm followed by mince pies and 

mulled wine, then our Carols Round the Crib service is on 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24 December at 3pm. Christmas Day 

the service of Christmas Worship is at 10am. Sunday 29 

December we will join with all our benefice for a service of 

Holy Communion in St Peter’s, Hook Norton, at 10am. 

Christmas will be a little sad for us as we say goodbye to our 

Benefice Administrator. Details of the vacancy are on our 

Facebook page and  www.hooknortonbenefice.org.uk. 

Sarah Durham 

Threat to local woodlands  
Could more Chippy woodland be under threat? Local 

supporters of the environment will be familiar with a block of 

woodland that runs south from the edge of London Road 

which was planted by farmer Glyn Pearman for his pheasants. 

The woodland is in fact within the land allocated for the 1200 

home East Chipping Norton Strategic Development Area. 

Whilst it is expected that, within the development area, most 

of the woodland will remain, master plans that have been 

published in the past clearly show part of the woodland lost 

to residential development. So could this woodland actually 

be lost to housing? This woodland and the fields housing the 

pheasant pens to the east are in fact ‘tied’ legally to an isolated 

agricultural dwelling set in the woodland. The landowner has 

now submitted a planning application to release the 

woodlands, not the fields with the pheasant pens, from this 

agricultural tie, to enable it to be sold to developer Cala 

Homes. 

The Town Council stated no objection to this application 

at its meeting in October. Any development here would of 

course need planning permission in the normal way. WODC 

are currently working on their Supplementary Planning 

Document that will aim to inform the future development of 

www.cafeleraj.net     01608 641075 / 645592
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this area and are expected to be asking for our views on this 

next year. If there is an overall aim to create a sustainable 

development and maximise biodiversity gain then one view 

might be to question the idea of starting by losing some 

established woodland, particularly given that WODC has 

recently declared a Climate Change Emergency? The News 
will publicise both WODC’s and the Town Council’s future 

consultation events, so look out for your opportunity to have 

your say. 

Methodist chapel for local use? 
Since church 

services stopped 

in Chadlington’s 

Methodist chapel, 

a working group 

(Lyndsay Win-

penny, Claire 

Bradshaw, Zoë 

Townsend and 

Nina Morgan) 

has been leading 

successful efforts 

to secure a one-

year trial of 

opening the 

chapel to 

community use. They attended a Methodist Circuit meeting 

on 21 October where it was agreed that the project should 

go ahead. More details need to be worked on, including terms 

of use, legal and fundraising challenges. Suggestions are 

welcome from groups and individuals about how best to use 

the building. The working group would like to create a 

Community Hub that complements, rather than competes 

with, the other community facilities in Chadlington such as 

the Memorial Hall, Sports & Social Club and Bowls Club. 

Please email ideas to nina.morgan@cooptel.net. You can also 

use this email to join their mailing list so that you are kept up 

to date with progress (With thanks to the Chadlington village 

website www.chadlington.com). 

Music Day in the Library  
On Saturday 7 December everyone at Chipping Norton 

Library will be enjoying some festive, musical fun. From 10.30 

to 11am, at the Library, we have an interactive musical pre-

schoolers’ class with Kerraleigh from Hartbeeps! This award-

winning class features music, puppets, laughter and lots of fun! 

This event is suitable for approximately 2 to 4 year olds and 

children must be accompanied. The class is free but it’s 

essential to book as there are limited places available. Drop 

by the Library to book a place and please present your ticket 

on the day.  

In the afternoon, from 2 to 3pm, we have tenor Gwynford 

Osborne and pianist Ruth Dale performing some classic 

Christmas songs. During this musical hour we’ll also be 

serving complimentary tea and coffee and homemade mince 

pies. There’s no need to book a place and as usual, it’s free! So 

warm yourself up by joining us for festive refreshments and 

music with friends old and new. Wishing you a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year from all the staff!  

 Sally Moore, Library Manager  

Lido’s seasonal greetings 
At the time of writing we are still looking ahead to our 

Auction of Promises – The Grand Auction with Jeremy 

Clarkson – in the Town Hall on Friday 22 November, hoping 

that by the time you’re reading this it will have been another 

successful fundraising event. While the pools are tucked up for 

the winter, planning for next season continues, so this is a 

good opportunity to remind you The Lido reopens on 9 April. 

In the meanwhile, all that remains for this year is to thank you 

for your support and wish you a very merry Christmas.  

Claire Williamson 

Joe Johnson 
Dennis ‘Joe’ Johnson passed 

away peacefully on 23 

October, aged 85. A funeral 

service was held at St Mary’s 

Church Chipping Norton 

on 6 November. Devoted 

husband to Marina, loving 

father to Jane, Maggi, Joe and 

Kirby and much loved 

grandfather and great 

grandfather. Donations for 

British Heart Foundation 

c/o A L Sole & Son, Bidston 

Close, Over Norton, Oxon, OX7 5PP. The family wish to 

thank relatives, friends and neighbours for their words of 

comfort, cards, flowers and support during the sad loss. 

Jane, Maggi, Joe & Kirby 

Chadlington Methodist Chapel – for 
community use?
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At the September Town Council meeting, it was proposed to 

Ian Hudspeth, Leader of Oxfordshire County Council, that 

the Chipping Norton Community 

should play a leading role in 

specifying the Tank Farm 

development. The Town Council 

felt that without proper 

consideration and thought, an 

expansion of this kind, rather than 

enhancing the Town (as it most 

definitely could), would instead 

compound the Town’s existing 

problems. The Town Council also 

wanted a development which truly 

embraced new thinking about how 

people want to live in the 21st 

Century. And in the light of the fact 

that Chipping Norton (following suit from Oxford City 

Council) had, just weeks before, declared a Climate Change 

emergency it would be the height of hypocrisy to accept a 

development that had not moved decisively towards being 

zero-carbon. The Town Council, in essence, wanted forward 

thinking and vision for the expansion, ‘to make something that 

we could really be proud of’. It was, they said to Ian Hudspeth, 

a golden opportunity for the County to create something 

exceptional, with the potential for national recognition, and 

they wanted to be central to its creation. In response he said 

‘The County Council will lead the development and have 

contacted two developers’. 

At the Town Council meeting in October the Council 

agreed to commission a leading architecture/master planning 

practice (Maccreanor Lavington Architects), together with an 

experienced town planner, to work with the community to 

develop a preliminary Vision Statement.  This would be used 

to provide a basis for discussions with both West Oxfordshire 

District Council, as the planning authority, and Oxfordshire 

County Council as current guardians of much of the Tank 

Farm site. For such a large site, so close to the Town Centre, 

to be in public ownership presents a very rare opportunity to 

dictate to developers how the scheme should be planned, 

designed and built. 
For some 

months, a small 
working group of 
councillors, both 
Town and District, 
have been 
working on the 
project. This is 
now moving into a 
new phase. The 
working group has 
been expanded to 
include further 

councillors and non-councillors, and is seeking to capture the 

Town's views through a process of community engagement. 

The first event (and a critical 

one for feeding in to the 

preliminary Vision Statement) will 

be on Tuesday 3 December, 

between 1pm and 5pm: the 

working group has organised a 

set of discussions in the Town 

Hall, led by the consultant team, 

to learn from the Chippy 

Community and local stake-

holders what they think should 

happen. It is important to 

understand that this is not a 

consultation but a gathering of 

ideas.  Too often ‘consultations’ 

have been used by those in 

charge to tell us what is good for 

us. Recognising that many people may not be able to attend a 

daytime meeting the event will be repeated on Tuesday 10 

December from 7pm to 10pm. 

There will be a number of key questions for discussion, 

including:

Tank Farm Development
The following was provided by Town Councillors David Heyes and Georgia Mazower                               

on behalf of Chipping Norton Town Council

Goldsmith Street – Cambridge  
Developed and owned by Norwich City Council. Social 

rented housing. Passivhaus standard for low energy.                                       
2019 winner – Stirling Prize. 

  Photo: Graeme Robertson, The Guardian

• How do we reduce pollution – low carbon build, zero 

energy living, minimise traffic, use less water, resilience 

to climate change.  

• Can we reclaim the streets from the car – generous 

planting, social space, priority to pedestrians and 

cyclists. 

• Do we need a mix of housing which reflects the needs 

of Chippy – market rate, affordable, social rented, 

live/work. 

• Who should develop the site – local builders, self-build, 

Councils, Housing Associations, Community Land Trusts, 

major developers. 

• What additional facilities do we need – business spaces, 

a Primary School, play-grounds, sport facilities, shared 

community space, etc. 

• High quality design – characterful homes and landscape, 

food growing opportunities, biodiversity and health and 

well-being. 

To be effective 
as a working 
meeting 
unfortunately 
there is a limit 
on the numbers 
attending.                         
To reserve a 
place email 
tankfarm2031
@gmail.com.

By separating pedestrians and cyclists from other traffic, we create a 
safer and cleaner environment.
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General Election 
The General Election in the UK on Thursday 12 December sees a parliamentary election in the 

Witney (West Oxfordshire) Constituency. Voting is from 7am to 10pm. Deadline for registering to 
vote or for postal ballots was 5pm on Tuesday 26 November. Deadline to apply for a proxy vote 

is 5pm on Wednesday 4 December. See www.chippynews.org for late notices of any Hustings. 
Election candidates are below. Following the Remain Alliance agreement between Green, Liberal 
Democrat and Plaid Cymru parties, the Greens are not contesting Witney. The Brexit Party also 

withdrew its candidate before close of nominations.

Rosa Bolger – Labour 
Rosa is a West 

O x f o r d s h i r e  

D i s t r i c t  

Councillor and 

in May 2019 

became the 

first woman 

Leader of the 

now Labour-

controlled Witney Town Council. At 

her roots, Rosa is a community activist 

committed to fighting inequality and 

promoting a society of labour and co-

operative values based on solidarity, 

tolerance and respect. Last year, Rosa 

led the Save Cogges Surgery campaign, 

successfully preventing the closure of a 

GP surgery in Witney. Rosa is 

committed to tackling the effects of 

the climate crisis, she chairs the newly 

formed Climate and Bio-diversity 

committee on Witney Town Council 

working hard to reverse air pollution, 

reduce traffic and make our towns and 

villages happier, healthier places to live. 

Rosa is a graduate of the Jo Cox 

Women in Leadership programme, a 

mother to two young children, a 

reluctant runner, but most of all she is 

looking forward to being your voice in 

Westminster. 

Robert Courts – Conservative 
It has been a 

tremendous hon-

our to represent 

West Oxford-

shire since 2016. I 

am asking for 

your support to 

ensure that you 

continue to be 

represented by a genuinely local 

candidate with a proven record of 

listening, campaigning and delivering 

locally. My wife is a local primary school 

governor. We are raising our two young 

children in Bladon, our home for years. I 

am passionate about our area and want 

to build on the great progress we have 

made. Above all, I want to end division 

that has disfigured our country, and put 

Brexit behind us with a balanced deal. I 

am determined to end uncertainty; move 

forward; talk about things that matter 

here such as our local schools, health 

services and transport. My offer is as a 

strong, effective, genuinely local 

candidate, who wants a moderate, 

compassionate Conservative 

government and an end to Brexit 

arguments.  

Read about my positive campaign at 

www.robertcourts.co.uk/positivereasons. 

Councillors’ contacts 
Contact Town Councillors by calling the Guildhall (642341) 

or via www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk 

District Councillors’ email addresses are: 

geoff.saul@westoxon.gov.uk, mike.cahill@westoxon.gov.uk & 

laetisia.carter@westoxon.gov.uk 

County Councillor Hilary Hibbert-Biles can be emailed via 

Hilary.Hibbert-Biles@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Chipping Norton’s West Oxfordshire District Councillors 

Geoff Saul, Laetisia Carter and Mike Cahill hold Drop-in 
Advice Sessions 10-11.30am on the first Wednesday of the 

month at The Old Mill Coffee House, 7 West Street. The next 

date is Wednesday 4 December. Email them if you have concerns 

over housing, planning, recycling and refuse collection, parking, 

anti-social behaviour or any other local issues. 

Grants for town organisations 
Chipping Norton Town Council has agreed to award £25,900 

during 2019/20 to town charity and voluntary bodies which 

had requested support. Larger grants include: Lido and 

Theatre £4,000 each; Museum £3,000; Cricket Club and 

Home Start £2,000 each; Swifts Football £1500; Villager Bus, 

Age Concern/Highlands, Green Gym, St Mary’s Church 

/School £1000 each. Others include Volunteer Link, Baptist 

Church Community lunch, Citizens Advice, Gateway Club, 

Glyme Hall Youth Club, Guideposts Trust, Music Festival, CN 

Pre-School, Rainbows, and Scouts. Requests to fund projects 

with WODC on climate change well be considered separately. 

Finally, the Council agreed, outside the normal Voluntary 

Bodies Awards, to provide £1000 towards the campaign to 

support local resident Anna Drysdale’s cancer treatment.

Charlotte Hoagland – Lib Dem 
Charlotte prev-

iously worked for 

prominent Liberal 

Democrat Parl-

iamentarians Lord 

John Thurso, Liam 

McArthur, and Jim 

Hume. In 2017, she 

was a national 

campaign organiser for Jamie Stone in his 

successful general election campaign, 

enabling Liberal Democrats to retake a 

previously held seat. With a masters 

degree in Comparative Public Policy 

from Edinburgh University, she is 

passionate about improving energy, 

healthcare, and transportation policies. 

In November 2018, Charlotte was 

selected as the Liberal Democrat 

Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for 

Witney. Since then, she has been working 

closely with local councillors on local 

issues including air quality and Chipping 

Norton’s first aid unit. We need to tackle 

A40 congestion, protect our NHS, and 

stand up for our schools. I will fight to 

Stop Brexit. Remaining in the EU makes 

common sense. On 12 December I hope 

you will join me and vote Liberal 

Democrat and together we can create a 

Better Future. 

The last General Election was on 8 June 2017. The result then was Courts (Con) 33,839 (55.5%), Carter (Labour) 12,598 
(20.7%), Leffman (Lib Dem) 12,457 (20.4%), Lasko (Green) 1053 (1.7%), Craig (UKIP) 980 (1.6%). Turnout was 73.6%.



reception in the Town Hall. There, a special ceremony saw 

Chipping Norton British Legion Branch Secretary Mike Dixon 

presented with an award for his many years of dedicated 

service with the Legion. 
The traditional 

Two Minutes Silence 

and the sounding of 

the Last Post was 

held at Chipping 

Norton War 

Memorial on the 

London Road on 

Monday 11 Nov-

ember at 11am. The 

service, organised by 

the British Legion, 

marks the end of the 

First World War at 

the 11th hour of the 

11th day of the 11th 

month in 1918 and was indeed, the 100th Anniversary of the 

first Two Minutes Silence held in 1919.
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The Town remembers 
The Royal British 

Legion, Chipping 

Norton Branch, led the 

Annual Remembrance 

Day Parade and Service 

in St Mary’s Church on 

Sunday 10 November. 

With wonderful crisp 

and sunny November 

weather, the large 

parade of many of the 

Town’s organisations 

and veterans set off for 

the church from Market 

Street. After the service 

in a full church, led by 

Revd James Kennedy, 

the parade passed the War Memorial and ended with an 

assembly by the Town Hall steps. Many spectators were there 

to watch and pay respects. Speeches by Mayor Don Davidson 

and local Legion President Linda Maia e Silva noted the 

sacrifices made by many for their town and country and 

thanked all for organising and supporting the occasion. The 

Mayor, with Town, District and County Councillors, welcomed 

guests, and everyone who had been in the parade, to a 

War Memorial at its best 
Back on 26 October the Chipping Norton branch of the 

British Legion held a service at the Town War Memorial in 

the presence of Deputy Lieutenant 

of Oxfordshire, Sir Tony Baldry. The 

Union flag, which flies over the site, 

was replaced by a new one. The old 

flag, which used to fly over the 

Legion Club, will be preserved with 

honour in the Legion HQ, The 

Crown & Cushion Hotel. The 

occasion also marked significant 

improvements made to the War 

Memorial. Two new benches were 

unveiled to mark the 75th Anniversary of the end of the 

Second World War next year. The benches were designed by 

branch chairman Steve Kingsford and beautifully 

constructed by David Ogilvy Engineering. The Legion’s Steve 

Kingsford expressed thanks to Freddie and Nick at Wigwam 

Storage for storing and delivering the benches to the 

memorial, which has been splendidly relaid by Legion 

member David Peachey. Steve added, 

‘We would also like to thank Chipping 

Norton Town Council, The Armed 

Forces Trust of Chipping Norton and 

Chipping Norton Town Festival for 

sponsoring the cost of the benches. 

Lastly we launched our Annual Poppy 

appeal with organiser Carol Ann 

Peachey presenting the Town Mayor 

with the first poppy. A big thanks to all 

those who turned out in the pouring 

rain and missed the end of the rugby!’ Poppy sales in the 

Town were supported by a 1940's tearoom set up in the 

lounge at the Crown & Cushion with singer Dolores in 

action singing vintage golden oldies and the amount raised 

will be announced in the next edition of the News. 

LOCAL NEWS
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CHURCHES AT CHRISTMAS

 
Baptist Church 
Sunday 22 December 

4pm - Carol Service & refreshments 

Christmas Day 

10am - Joint Service at Bloxham Baptist 

Church 

Sunday 29 December 

3pm - Christmas Messy Church 

 
 
Community Church 
Sunday 15 December 

10.30am - All Age Carol Service with 

refreshments at Glyme Hall 

Sunday 29 December 

10.30am  - All age Christmas Fun at 

Glyme Hall 

 

 

Holy Trinity Church  (Roman Catholic) 
Christmas Eve 

6pm - Vigil Mass for Christmas  

11pm - Christmas Carols 

11.30pm - Christmas Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 

11am - Mass                           

(Confessions by request) 

 

 

Methodist Church 
Sunday 15 December 

11am - Family Service - Junior Church 

Christmas celebration 

Sunday 22 December 

4pm - Carols by Candlelight 

Christmas Day 

10am - Family Service - all most welcome 

 

 
St Mary’s Church (Anglican) 
Sunday 15 December 

6pm - Carols by Candlelight followed by 

mulled wine & mince pies 

Christmas Eve 

4pm - Christingle Service 

11.30pm - Midnight Communion 

Christmas Day 

8am - Holy Communion 

10.45am - Family Celebration 

 

St James’ Chapel 
Over Norton (Anglican) 

Sunday 15 December 

9.15am - Carol Service 

 

As Christmas approaches, we begin to feel a sense of familiarity all around us. The 

carols, Christmas trees, nativity plays and all the unmissable aspects of this time give 

us the traditional feel of the season. Cards, presents, greetings and family gatherings 

heighten the mood of festivities. 

But occasionally, a question pervades our thoughts, making the whole thing a bit 

strange. And the question is: what is this all about? 

Christmas is all about God’s love being shown to the world in the most simple and 

humble form. The birth of Christ takes place in the most unimaginable 

circumstances: on a cold winter night, away from home and everything familiar and 

comfortable, pursued by the ruler with an intention to kill. But baby Jesus, God’s 

own son was born in a stable, surrounded by animals, wrapped in swaddling cloth 

and placed in a manger. The darkness of the night now turns into an eternal point 

of relief and great joy! 

With the birth comes a message of hope for the world. From the moment the birth 

of Christ was foretold by the angel, everyone in the nativity story is comforted 

with the words: do not be afraid! Their initial shock and bewilderment at this 

incredible news and the very presence of God’s angel near them, now turn into 

something to look forward to. 

We too go through times of uncertainty. Our personal, social and political 

situations take us through the darkest of experiences at times. It is into these 

circumstances, Christmas brings home the greatest gift of all: Christ Jesus – a sign 

of God’s love for all of us. And the message of hope: do not be afraid! I am with 

you and for you! 

May this Christmas be a time full of peace and great blessings for all of us! 

Warm greetings to you all! 

 

Rev’d Soba Sinnathamby 
Methodist Church 

Chipping Norton

The Churches in Chipping Norton wish you a 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS  

and welcome you to their services of worship 



Sign up with Katharine House 
Hospice for the 5km Santa Run  or 

1.5km Reindeer Run on Sunday 1 

December at Wykham Park 

Academy, Banbury. Your fundraising 

will make a real difference to lives of 

local terminally ill people. See p22. 
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Why not gift your time and 

volunteer to 

help at High-
lands Day 
Centre  
(Age Concern 

Chipping Nor-

ton)?  

Highlands also hosts Age UK’s 

bereavement support group 'Late 

Spring', supporting over 55s facing 

life without loved ones. Contact 

Joyce Taylor on 643320.  

The Spirit of Giving this Christmas 
Every year at Christmas we ponder what to buy our relatives and friends – 

why not do it a different way and support a local charity?

Living in the materialistic 21st century, we 
often buy gifts as a custom – perhaps to 
please others. There is, however, another 
way. Rather than all those frivolous 
presents, why not support someone in real 
need? Maybe just tell your friends and 
relations what you have given ‘on their 
behalf ’. In Chipping Norton our charity 
shops sell Christmas cards supporting The 
Blue Cross, Helen & Douglas House, 
Katharine House Hospice, Oxfam or Sue 
Ryder. They may have a gift or two as well. 
But you can look more widely and consider 
different charities and ideas to help local 
deserving causes. Here are some of the 
many ways to extend the spirit of giving.

Join the Helen & Douglas 
House Frosty 

5k fun run or 

walk, through 

U n i v e r s i t y  

Parks in 

Oxford, Saturday 7 December. 

Proceeds towards palliative, 

respite, end-of-life and bereave-

ment care to life-limited children, 

young adults and their families. 

Details 01865 799150.

Make a Christmas donation to 

The Lawrence 
Home Nursing 
Team which 

helps those 

wishing to die 

peacefully at home 

with caring support. 

Buy your friends tickets to the Gala 

Christmas Event at Ditchley Park 

on 14 December. See p12. 

The Co-op is 

s u p p o r t i n g  

T h r i v e  

www.thrive-

northox.co.uk, a voluntary 

organisation based in Chipping 

Norton aiming to support local 

children living in desperate 

circumstances. All donations of 

toiletries gratefully received in 

store. 

Why not 

contribute to 

s o m e o n e ’ s  

C h r i s t m a s  

Day dinner 

with a don-

ation of non-

perishable food? 

The North Oxfordshire 
Community Foodbank is run by 

Church volunteers at the Baptist 

Church, on Tuesdays from noon to 

1.30pm. Collection points: the Co-

op, St Mary’s Church and (1 Dec 

only) Glyme Hall.  

Support a pet awaiting a 

happy home – just £3 a 

month at The Blue 
Cross Burford rehoming 

centre. Or sponsor a 

junior puppy with Dogs 
for Good which trains dogs locally to help 

those with 

physical and 

learning disabil-

ities, autism and 

dementia.  

Anyone, any age, can experience 

loneliness and The Archway 
Foundation helps connect 

people with others via a 

volunteer network. Make a 

Christmas donation to the 

collection at the Wychwood 

Chorale’s concert on 7 

December at 7.30pm in St 

Mary’s Church. See p24 

Support our Town’s wonderful 

Theatre with a donation, buy 

someone a Friends’ Subscription 

or a gift voucher for shows etc 

or join the 200 Club lottery on 

their behalf.  Details from the 

Box Office on 642350. 

Help the The Lido in Chippy with a 

small regular contribution to their 

lottery with the chance of winning 

some money back or buy a voucher to 

be redeemed against season tickets or 

lessons when the pool re-opens next 

April – www.chippylido.co.uk. 

A CHIPPY CHRISTMAS
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Whilst not a traditional panto, Puss in Boots’ writer Toby 

Hulse and director John Terry deliver a charming and 

hilarious production. Set in 

1950s London, King Rat is 

taking over the city. Our hero 

Jack ‘The Cat’ McVitie must foil 

his plans. There are many 

wonderful Cockney accents and 

Eastenders references – maybe 

missing some rhyming slang? The 

set, representing railway arches 

or a sewer (home to rats!), 

somewhat limits space for 

action but nevertheless, the 

staging was excellent. In a nice 

twist, the ‘sweets’ thrown to the 

audience are 

silver-wrapped chocolate mice! Amongst many 

excellent performances, worthy mentions go 

to King Rat played by Rowan Talbot (the unforgettable Giant 

from Jack and the Giant), Anna 

Tolputt as Puss In Boots (watch out 

for her 

slapstick scene 

French accent and coughing 

up fur balls!) and Ian Crowe as 

Dame Pat M’Bloomers 

(remember his dastardly Sheriff 

of Nottingham?). Fairy Bowbells 

(Jessica Brady) donned various 

disguises to move the plot along, 

providing entertaining, 

consistently clear and useful 

links. Two marvellous scenes use 

film to enhance the stage action, 

and the cast get timing to an 

absolute ‘T’. And what would we 

do without the wonderful young Pippins? Watch out for a 

hilarious second act intervention from a young audience 

member! Enjoy!

Puss in Boots – The Cat’s Whiskers! 
Chipping Norton Theatre’s family friendly panto is back! The News 

Team’s Gay Holden and Kaye Freeman report: 

For inspiration why not sign up for Christmas Baking 
Classes at Huffkins Tearooms, 

where Chippy resident Victoria Finan 

will help you create your own festive 

masterpiece. Victoria recently joined 

Huffkins after half a lifetime of 

professionally baking and decorating 

cakes. Choose the class and venue 

that’s best for you. You can build your 

very own snowy, country Christmas 

gingerbread birdhouse, create 

a floral Christmas Cake with 

beautiful Christmas roses, 

holly leaves and clusters of 

mistletoe, or come home with 

Christmas Unicorn Cupcakes 

complete with candy cane 

unicorn horns and sparkly 

gold ears.   For details visit  

www.huffkins.com/school.  

It’s time for some festive family baking! Why not make an 

easy start and get the kids to help you make these 

Gingerbread Men 
Ingredients: 140gms butter, 100gm 

dark brown muscovado sugar, 

three tbsp syrup, 350gm plain flour, 

one tspn bicarbonate of soda, two 

tspn of ginger & cinnamon, two 

balls of stem ginger.  

Method: Melt butter, sugar and 

syrup in a pan. Mix flour, 

bicarbonate, spices and a pinch of 

salt in a bowl. Stir in butter mix 

and chopped ginger to make a stiff 

dough. When cool, roll out to 

about 5ml and cut into chosen 

shapes – a gingerbread man or maybe stars? Have fun 

decorating with icing sugar, glace cherries, sweets, silver balls 

etc. Keeps in tight lidded tin for ten days. 

Short of time? Chippy’s 

Town Hall Saturday 
Country Market, has 

home-made cakes, mince 

pies, biscuits and standbys 

for unexpected visitors. 

Nash’s Bakery has Yule 

logs, three sizes of fruited 

Christmas cake, stocking-

shaped sponge cakes, decorated gingerbread men and 

shortbreads and a superb tree-shaped fudge gateau … or pop 

in our Supermarkets for more delicious bargains. 

 

Time for festive baking ... 
Christmas goodies can be fun to make at home, or if you feel ambitious you could sign up for a 

local class but if you’re not a great baker our Chippy shops stock some delicious offerings. 

Tickets for our popular panto are going fast with 90+ performances up to 12 January.                     
See www.chippingnortontheatre.com or Box Office 642350.

A CHIPPY CHRISTMAS

The Kitchen Scene with mashed potato missiles – an 
interesting variation on the more traditional custard pies!

Photo: Josh Tomalin



22

Christmas Tree Festival 
Thursday 28 November – Sunday 1 December – In 

Chipping Norton Methodist Church, display of themed 

decorated trees. Tea, coffee & lunches, cakes, crafts and 

preserves. Thur 6-8pm, Fri 2-8pm, Sat 10am-8pm (5pm St 

Mary’s School choir), Sun 1-5pm. Proceeds to local Methodist 

circuit. 

Lions Fun Christmas Quiz 
Saturday 30 November – 7.30pm at the Crown & 

Cushion, Chipping Norton. Table nibbles and prizes. £5 

per person. Booking advisable: Rob Caswell 646003. 

Moreton Christmas Market 
Saturday 30 November – 9am to evening, 75 stalls in the 

High Street, Santa from noon. Pru Leith lights up and carols 

from 4.30pm. 

Fairytale Farm Christmas Magic 
Saturday 30 November, 7/8 December – then daily from 

14 December to Christmas Eve. Fairytale Castle, Magical 

Fairytale Land. Santa’s Grotto, cookie decorating, a festive-

themed hunt. Tickets: see www.fairytalefarm.co.uk. 

Batsford Santa & Elves 
Saturday 30 November & Sunday 1 December – Santa’s 

Grotto at Batsford Arboretum 10am-4pm. Book a slot (£6) 

01386 701441. Elf hunt in Arboretum for U8s until 5 January. 

Christmas Fun Runs 
Sunday 1 December – Santa Fun Run for Katharine House, 

10am in Banbury, 5km or 1.5km. Music, Santa's grotto: 

khh.org.uk. Saturday 7 December – Frosty 5K festive 

family run, dressed as Santa. University Parks Oxford, for 

Helen & Douglas House.  

Lights of Love Service 
Tuesday 3 December – A service with Katharine House at 

St Mary’s Church, Banbury at 7pm to remember loved ones. 

Dedicate a tree light and handwrite a message. See 

khh.org.uk/lights  

Charlbury Christmas Tree Festival 
Thursday 5 – Sunday 8 December – At St Mary’s 

Church, Charlbury, for the roof appeal. Come and enjoy, 

open to all. Opening party, Christmas market, concert, café, 

Songs of Praise. Info from hilli.waller@gmail.com /01608 

811204 and see www.stmaryscharlbury.co.uk. 

Festive Music at the Library   
Saturday 7 December – festive, musical fun at Chippy 

Library. 10:30-11am interactive musical (free but book) pre-

schoolers' class (2-4yrs). 2pm to 3pm, tenor and pianist 

perform classic Christmas songs. Coffee and homemade 

mince pies. Free, just turn up. See p15. 

Wychwood Chorale 
Saturday 7 December – 7.30pm St Mary’s Church, 

Chipping Norton. Have yourself a … Merry Little Christmas. 
Free plus refreshments. Collection for St Mary’s and the 

Archway Foundation. See p25. 

Great Rollright Christmas Market 
Saturday 7 December – 9.30am-12.30pm in Village Hall. 

Seasonal market. Warm and friendly. Great selection of gift 

ideas and seasonal foods. Happy Christmas! See 

facebook.com/GreatRollrightVillageMarket. 

Christmas at Bledington 
Saturday 7 December – Breakfast with Santa, Village 

Hall from 8.30am. Raffle, Grotto from 9.30am. Sunday 

8 December – Christmas Market 2-4.30pm, stalls, Santa 

scarecrow trail. Hot drinks. 

Great Rollright Xmas Bingo 
Friday 13 December – A Christmas special in the Village 

Hall. Christmas-themed attire encouraged. Extra prize raffle. 

Doors open 7pm, games start 7.30pm, finish around 9.30pm. 

Real cash prizes, bar and refreshments. All proceeds to Village 

Hall, School and Church. New Year bingo on 24 January, Eyes 

Down Look In! Info grrbingo@aol.com. 

Kingham Christmas Bingo 
Friday 13 December – Kingham All Blacks Football 

Club’s Christmas Bingo and Raffle evening at Kingham 

Village Hall. Doors open 6.45pm, eyes down at 7.30pm. 

Gala Christmas Fundraiser 
Saturday 14 December – 7-10.30pm Ditchley Park. 

Lawrence Home Nursing Team’s 20th Anniversary fundraiser. 

Celebrity Christmas Carol readings, carol singing led by 8-in-

a-Bar, raffle. See p12. 

Chippy’s Team Anna Festive Fun 
Sunday 15 December – 11am-4pm. Chippy Town Centre 

shops open for Xmas shopping. Town Hall: children’s games, 

crafts plus carol singers, Santa’s Grotto, tombola, Team Anna 

Stalls, raffles, refreshments, lucky dip, name the elf and maybe 

live animals! See p5. 

Candles of Remembrance 
Thursday 19 December – The annual Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team service will this year take place at St Mary’s 

Church, Chipping Norton from 7pm.  

Kingham Singers Xmas concert 
Friday 20 December – 7.30pm Kingham Primary School So 
here it is Merry Christmas. Tickets £6 from Kingham Stores or 

658647. Refreshments. 

Family Christmas Concert 
Saturday 21 December – Chipping Norton Choral Society 

at St Mary’s Church 7-9pm. ‘Rejoice and be Merry in Songs 

and in Mirth’. Free. popular carols for all plus music with harp, 

flute and oboe. Mince pies and mulled wine. 

Blenheim at Christmas 
To Sunday 5 January – Illuminated Christmas Lights Trail in 

the formal gardens, Alice in Wonderland in the Palace, Santa 

and elves and more. Christmas Market. See 

www.blenheimpalace.com for prices. 

See also Arts (p24-25) for concerts etc and p19 for 
Chipping Norton Churches service details 

WHAT’S ON AT CHRISTMAS
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ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER?

Keeping priority roads moving – A tractor, generously 

loaned by WHC Hire Services, has two drivers, but (with 

possible major snow!) more driver volunteers are always 

welcome. Our tractor will focus on 

the smaller roads not cleared by 

OCC (they do main roads and bus 

routes). Road priorities established 

last year include: hospital/GP surgery 

and schools; care homes and housing 

for vulnerable people; roads which 

need a lot of help such as The Leys. 

Contact numbers below may also be 

able to help those needing to attend 

medical appointments or prescription 

collection. 

Spreaders and grit – Two towed 

spreaders for the roads and six large 

hand-spreaders are all ready for action. Five, with volunteers, 

will be available at: Town Hall; the end of Insall Road; Trinity 

Road area; Cooper Close; and the Fire Station. Another is 

available if anyone wants to volunteer. Grit bins will be refilled 

by OCC shortly – at least 64 are dotted around town holding 

around 16 tons of grit. But please use this SPARINGLY. A little 

grit/salt can go a long way (household and dishwasher salt is 

Seven Top Tips: Nurse Shani Napier and colleagues at 

Chipping Norton Health Centre have the following advice: 

• Get your flu jab – these are free for the over 65s, those 

in clinical ‘at risk’ groups and main carers for someone at 

risk (more below) 

• Wrap up warm – layers are good, so you can take off 

and replace items as you go in 

and out of buildings 

• Take care – when walking 

out and about when it is icy 

• Eat well – have at least one 

hot meal a day and hot drinks 

regularly – eating regularly 

helps keep you warm 

• Keep moving – try not to sit 

still for more than an hour or 

so – get up and stretch your 

legs 

• Get your home checked – make sure your boiler and 

thermostat are working properly  before the cold weather 

• Make winter more affordable – you may be eligible for 

discounts or credit schemes; search on gov.uk  

Visit www.independentage.org for lots of useful information – 

booklets are in the Health Centre waiting room.  

Time for vaccinations: If you’re eligible, book a free flu jab. 

All children aged 2 or 3, and secondary students (u18) in a 

clinical ‘at risk’ group are eligible for the free nasal flu vaccine. 

Adults who missed MMR vaccinations as a baby can have it 

now on the NHS. Some adults may not have received full 

protection because of MMR vaccine changes (those born 

between 1980 and 1990 may not have had the mumps vaccine, 

those between 1970 and 1979 may have only had the measles 

vaccine). Call for advice.  

Look after yourself and 
others: The Health Centre’s 

Patient Participation Group also 

warns that with winter coughs 

and colds arriving, the GPs and 

health services will be stretched. 

Look after yourself while 

celebrating at Christmas, and 

please check on any vulnerable 

people you know to help them 

keep warm and well. Carers 

themselves also need to keep well – there is support for them 

on 0345 050 7666 or at www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk.  

The PPG’s ‘Way In’ Group, meeting fortnightly 11am to 

noon on Fridays, is for anyone to discuss keeping healthy and 

get top tips. There is a dietician on 29 November and on 13 

December they celebrate personal lifestyle health successes – 

with some healthy Christmas snacks. Next meeting is Friday 

3 January aiming to keep healthy in the New Year. Comments 

and queries to cnhc.ppg@nhs.net or see PPG Facebook page 

(thanks to Peter Branson, PPG Secretary). 

fine). Volunteer shovellers are always needed as well as cars 

with tow-hooks and drivers to go with them for the tractor, 

spreaders and trailer. 

Shovelling snow and ice – 

Everyone should have snow 

shovels ready for action. Please 

sweep/shovel the area clear as 

early as possible – then sprinkle 

salt/grit. DO NOT use water and 

don’t leave patches of ice. Keep 

an eye open for elderly 

neighbours. Shopkeepers, please 

remember that legally you must 

provide safe ingress/exit to your 

property – please clear the 

pavements.  

Emergency contacts: With a large fall of snow and if you 

are in dire need of help, then contacts include: Cllr Mike Tysoe 

– 01608 643028 / 07774 758550 email mtysoe50@me.com; 

Watch Manager Dave Cuthbert – 07796 941348; Simon Piper 

– On call Fire Station Support Officer Mob. 07775 827277 

simon.piper@oxfordshire.gov.uk; Mayor Don Davidson – 

01608 641870. 

Keeping well in winter 
Following on from last month’s ‘Are you Ready?’ theme, the Health Centre has sent the News 

some useful advice to help us keep well this winter  

Chippy’s latest Snow Plan 
Cllr Mike Tysoe and the Town Council’s ‘Snow Task Force’ are ready for action – but need your 
help. For the full ‘snow plan’ see chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk. Here are some key points:

Preparing for a snowy town centre 
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THE ARTS

On stage 
Jeeves and Wooster in Perfect Nonsense – Take your 

seats with caution! The 

Theatre Chipping Norton’s In-

house Production, from 5 to 

15 February 2020, sees 

aristocratic buffoon Bertie 

Wooster hiring the theatre to 

present his one-man show 

detailing a recent and rather 

spectacular series of 

misadventures, including theft 

of a novelty cow creamer and 

a narrow escape from 

unwanted matrimony. The only 

trouble is Bertie hasn’t 

worked out who’s going to 

play the parts. Will the show be a disaster? Will scenery stay 

upright? Or will trusty manservant Jeeves step in and save the 

day? In a joyous reimagining of classic P.G.Wodehouse 

characters, three actors hurl themselves from role to role 

racing to relate Bertie’s own farcical adventures. The show 

was created by the Goodale Brothers, adapted primarily from 

P.G. Wodehouse’s The Code of the Woosters.  After hugely 

successful West End runs, it won the 2014 Olivier Award for 

Best New Comedy. Book your tickets online at 

www.chippingnortontheatre.com or call Box Office 642350. 

Theatre Friends 200 Club – Congratulations to George C 

and Andrew T, recent winners of the monthly draw. To join and  

a chance of winning the bumper Christmas Draw contact 

fundraising@chippingnortontheatre.com or pick up a leaflet 

in the Box Office. All proceeds help support Chippy Theatre.  

The Nortonians – Chippy’s amateur dramatic society has 

been busy! Mid-September saw a murder mystery event with 

two short plays by 

Agatha Christie 

and Harold Pinter, 

both well-

performed by a 

cast giving their 

all. The plays were 

well received, the 

audience kept in 

thoughtful mood 

by the challenge of working out what would happen next and 

who the murderer would be. Then in early November, to 

mark Martin Hannant’s 50 years in Nortonians, the group put 

on Back to the Fifties. This was a celebration of the times: 

Brylcreem (what?), outside toilets (celebration?) and Ted Ray 

(who?). The audience of mixed ages seemed to know more 

about the times than might be expected, and thoroughly 

enjoyed the play. Then followed a rendering of Tony Hancock’s 

classic The Blood Donor.  After taking a test sample from Tony’s 

thumb, he gives the memorable line, ‘It may be just a smear to 

you, mate, but it's life and death to some poor wretch.’  The 

audience left with smiles on their faces and fuller stomachs 

after supplies of fifties sweets and drinks. Thanks to Martin for 

all his efforts over the years for Nortonians. New members 

are welcome. If you have an interest in acting or helping out 

backstage, contact David Simkin on 07579 050390.  The next 

play hits the stage in June 2020.  

Time To Be Fabulous!  – So says the navy blue T-shirts logo 

for children and teenagers at Cotswold Stage School. Teachers 

at Chippy’s Glyme Hall, abuzz with students on a recent rainy 

Saturday, welcomed them to rehearse parts in forthcoming 

productions of Matilda and Les Misérables. Claire Bradshaw, 

Director and Vocal Tutor, says the School’s ethos matches a 

true performance company, where all students take part in all 

performances, whatever their ability. Three disciplines: drama, 

dance and singing, all take place under one roof and she is 

proud the School is a stand-alone enterprise and not part of 

a franchise.  More at cotswoldstageschool.com. 

Flock Comedy – Judges of the 2020 Oxfordshire Prestige 

Awards awarded Flock ‘Best Comedy Club of the Year’. What 

is it? A pop-up comedy club 

available for school PTAs, 

charities, pubs and clubs to raise 

funds by bringing great 

comedians to small venues. 

Flock's Head Shepherd and MC, 

Ken Norman, said, ‘I’m 

absolutely chuffed. It’s a nod to 

all the hard work that goes into 

this little part-time business of 

mine.’ With gigs booked all over 

the UK, from The Mumbles in 

South Wales to Laxfield in Suffolk, Flock Comedy, based in 

Chipping Norton, is going from strength to strength. Ken 

added, ’We still gig locally but our reputation spreads with 

every gig begetting another – pushing a little further afield 

each time. Over the last four years we’ve booked over 100 

comedians. You can see Flock at The Chequers in Chippy on 

Friday 5 December with Rob Deering headlining, Matt Rees, 

Adrian Lancini and Samantha Day or on 6 December with 

Nick Page at Stow Rugby Club. £20 with stew, tickets from 

the pub or www.flockcomedy.com.   

Art, Crafts & Xmas Shopping  
Christmas at the Shrubbery – Saturday 30 November & 

Sunday 1 December, Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 December 10am-

4pm. Artist Anuk Naumann opens her studio for a Christmas 

exhibition. After their successful show last year, Anuk will be 

joined by Ailsa Naumann, Tina Burnett and Sarah Grinsted. 

There will be something for everyone to enjoy, including 

stained glass, paintings, cards, jewellery, calendars and gifts – 

with mulled wine and homemade mince pies served in the 

cosy studio warmed by the wood burning stove. All welcome. 

The Shrubbery studio, South End, Great Rollright, OX7 5RG.  

www.anuknaumann@gmail.com 

Rob Deering

Agatha Christie’s The Rats
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unique Christmas gifts will find a wealth of beautiful objects 

from which to choose. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds – Lecture 11 December, 300 

years of Christmas shows at ROH Covent Garden with Sarah 

Lenton. The London Christmas season was invented 300 

years ago at Covent Garden. Panto then moved to the 

Palladium, but basic components of principal boy, fairytales 

and the dame are still seen in the seasonal operas and ballets 

at the Royal Opera House. Lectures 11am at Warwick Hall, 

Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Non-members welcome 

(suggested donation £10). For further information please visit 

www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk  

Young Arts Bursary Awards –  Sophie Tate from Chipping 

Norton School has 

been awarded one of 

the 2019 Anne Stevens 

Young Arts Bursary 

Awards by The Arts 

Society Cotswolds. At 

its September and 

October meetings the 

Society celebrated the 

talents of four young 

artists starting 

university courses. Sophie is following an Art Foundation 

course at Oxford Brookes. The bursary scheme started in 

2013 in memory of Anne Stevens, the Society’s first Chairman 

and aims to encourage talented young artists to take up arts 

careers. Sophie is pictured receiving her award certificate 

from TASC President, John White. 

Concerts 
Wychwood Chorale – Have yourself a ... Merry Little 
Christmas is on Saturday 7 December at 7.30 pm at St Mary's 

Church, Chipping Norton. Songs of companionship, loneliness, 

friendship and Christmas. Free admission and refreshments. 

Voluntary collection for St Mary's Church and the Archway 

Foundation (See p20). 

CRAG Tea Concerts – The Christmas concert on Sunday 8 

December will feature acclaimed mixed-voice Somerville 

College Choir singing seasonal delights, including some old 

favourites and opportunities to join in – children will enjoy it. 

The first concert in the New Year is Sunday 12 January with 

Alastair Ross (harpsichord) and Rachel Beckett (flute and 

recorder) playing music by CPE Bach, Handel, Telemann, Vivaldi 

and Couperin. Concerts, in Memorial Hall Charlbury, begin at 

3pm, doors open at 2.30pm, arrive early (seats are 

unreserved). Tickets £12 on the door (under 15s £5) include 

tea and cake. The money raised supports refugees, mainly in 

Greece and northern France. Enquiries to 

charlburyrefugee@gmail.com 

Chipping Norton Choral Society – Christmas concert: 

Rejoice and be Merry in Songs and in Mirth, aimed at a family 

audience, Saturday 21 December 7-9pm in St Mary’s Church, 

Chipping Norton.  Entry free thanks to kind sponsorship from 

Wise Investments. Familiar carols for everyone to sing, and 

performances of perhaps lesser known versions of popular 

Christmas favourites plus a Chilcott Cantata with harp, flute 

and oboe. The evening includes seasonal readings and harp 

and oboe solos. Mince pies and mulled wine. 

THE ARTS

Oxfordshire Artweeks – Many of the artists who opened 

their studios for Artweeks in May are also opening for 

Christmas. Throughout December you can find unique cards 

and gifts made locally. Visit their events or contact favourite 

artists to make an appointment to see their latest work. 

www.artweeks.org/galleries for all details. 

Chadlington exhibition – There’s still time to catch the 

second of two Artweeks 

weekends in Chadlington. 

31 November-1 December.  

with the work of Isabel 

Knowland, Laura 

Middleton, Jane Bell, Mary 

Knowland (above) and Jen 

Newman-Fox (left). Handmade 

brooches, prints, pots, paintings, 

Christmas wreaths and winter 

plants, cards and gifts. Join in 

with a glass of mulled wine, bringing the entire world with 

you, of course! Open 10-4pm. Sandys House, Bull Hill, 

Chadlington, OX7 3ND. 

Oxfordshire Craft Guild – The centrepiece six-week long 

Christmas selling exhibition at The Oxfordshire Museum in 

Woodstock runs until 29 December. With over 30 

craftspeople showing their work, visitors can find a range of 

quality handcrafted items to admire and those looking for 
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SPORTS NEWS

Chipping Norton Town Football 
A reasonable month for Chippy. League form despite injuries 

and player availability has been OK, though only a couple of 

games to report for the period. The opening day win against 

Bourton was followed by a disappointing defeat to FC Mills 

though Chippy bounced back with a comfortable 5-1 victory 

over Witney Royals with goals from George Kay, Darren 

Bridge and a hat trick from Jack Knight. These games 

sandwiched a heavy 6-0 defeat in the Fred Ford Cup against a 

Carterton team three leagues above. Despite the score line 

this game did have several positives which Chippy can take 

into the Winter period. As always anyone wishing to get 

involved in the club should contact Dominic Rickard on 

07810 307213. 

Table Tennis Club 
The Chippy Table Tennis Club 

started in early September at 

the Leisure Centre where we 

have the use of three tables. We 

play every Wednesday 7-9pm 

and welcome all ages and 

abilities.  There are plans to hold 

regular training sessions with a 

qualified coach and we also 

hope to enter a team in the 

Banbury League next year. 

Please come along and give table 

tennis a try or contact us at chippytabletennis@mail.com. 

Ant Pugh 

CN Rugby Club 
The great start to the season has continued and we currently 

sit second in the BBO Premiership. Chipping Norton 1st XV 

responded well to their first loss of the season to Wheatley 

and went on to beat Drifters 48-0. This was followed by a 

really impressive 31-10 win in the Oxfordshire Shield over 

Wheatley. This was a match the side really wanted to win after 

the loss in the league. A great performance which included a 

hat-trick from centre Jay-Dee Duplessis. Head coach Mark 

Clarke praised the depth and commitment of the players. 'We 

have suffered a few injuries recently but players have stepped 

in and performed brilliantly, this has really shown the depth of 

the whole squad'. Mark also expressed his gratitude for all 

those who work behind the scenes and emphasised that 

Chippy is a club for all. 

If England's performance in the recent World Cup has 

inspired you or your children, we are always looking for 

players of all ages and abilities. Please do get in touch if you 

would like to know more. We invite all readers to attend our 

home games. We are a friendly club with a fully stocked bar 

and offer food on match days.  

December 7th – 1stXV v Milton Keynes  

January 4th – 1stXV v Tadley 

January 18th – 1stXV v Bletchley  

The Club has a new sponsor, Wigwam Self Storage, recently 

opened at the former Countrywide site. Huge thanks to the 

Wigwam Team for supporting our community rugby. 

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook 

@chippingnortonrugby and twitter @chippyrugby. Or visit  

the Club website here http://chippingnorton.rfu.club. 

Ed Melmoth 

Chippy Swifts 
Chippy Swifts 2019/20 campaign is now in full swing. Teams 

across all age groups are enjoying their football and making 

the most of the mild weather before the dreaded period of 

frozen and waterlogged pitches takes hold. Check out our 

website www.chippingnortonswifts.co.uk or follow us on 

Facebook for details of weekly fixtures. The kids love to play 

in front of a crowd, everybody is welcome. 

Our club now has its very own qualified goalkeeper 

coach now that Rob Hayes has passed his FA course, many 

congratulations to him. 

Chippy Swifts can proudly announce that our FA Charter 

Standard has been renewed. This accolade recognises youth 

football clubs that provide a safe environment and we are 

now on the lookout for an assistant welfare officer to ensure 

continued support for tour players. Please contact us via the 

website if you are interested to learn more. 

Martyn Walsh 

The U10’s who are coached by Martyn Clements
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Hook Norton Tennis Club  
At the time of writing, the 

results of the floodlit Banbury 

league matches were: A team 

2nd in Div 1; B team 6th in Div 2 

(not yet having played a match); 

C team 2nd in Div 3. The Club’s 

mixed doubles tournament in 

October was won by Jill Burger 

and Ross Macrae (pictured). A 

very enjoyable Halloween 

dinner was held on 26 October 

to celebrate our successes in the summer season. 

Junior coaching sessions (for ages 3 and up) continue until 

Saturday 14 December. There is also a separate junior 

membership fee. Contact Marc Gilkes for further details – 

SPORTS NEWS

01295 265085  For other enquiries about the Club contact 

Sue Glasson, 730880 or visit www.hooknortontennis.com 

Elaine Priestley 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
The Club Championships provided us 

with an unbelievable number of 

County qualifying times, PBs and first-

time races for our Academy Squad. 

Thanks all the parents who helped 

over the many sessions and also to all 

those who volunteer as officials and 

team managers who attend all the 

meets. We took a team 

to the L2/3 Gloucester 

Meet with some 

excellent swims 

against a higher calibre 

of swimmers, winning 

a plethora of medals. Congratulations to Swimmers of the 

Meet Ben Warner and Zoe Pearson (pictured). We now have 

over 20 swimmers who have qualified for the Counties and 

expect more during forthcoming meets. 4SSC is a small 

competitive swimming club with sessions at Chipping Norton, 

Bourton and Kingham Hill School. We welcome new 

members both children and masters. Please email 

membership@4ssc.co.uk for more information. 

Heidi Portlock 

Ladies’ golf 
Ever fancied taking up golf? Well here’s your chance – a course 

of six one-hour group sessions at the Cotswolds Club 

specifically aimed at lady beginners. The sessions will be run 

by a PGA Professional and will take you through all areas of 

the game and prepare you to play competently on the golf 

course by the end of the course. All equipment will be 

provided along with a coffee in the clubhouse at the end of 

each session. The first session is on 8 January 10am. To book 

or for more information please contact Danny Phillips on 

07581 097746 or by email to cngolfacademy@gmail.com 

Sport in brief 
Horse racing: Charlie Longsdon the Chippy trainer 

recorded his second winner for the Queen recently. His yard 

continues to improve its reputation for quality training and 

the number of its winners, season on season. 

Motor Racing: Alice Powell the local motor racer is to 

compete at two new locations: Russia and Sweden, in the W 

Series Racing next year. At the moment there will be six races 

around Europe, including one in this country. 

Town Sports Awards 2020: December should see the 

Town Council’s recreation committee confirm arrangements 

for the Town Sports Awards. Applications forms will then be 

available to nominate award winners. Many thanks for the 

continued support of the Town Council, without which we 

would not be able to organise these awards. 

Graham Beacham 

www.getridremovals.com
Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861

Bowling for Anna 
On Saturday 28 December Percy 

Hickman, Martin Acock, Mick 

Boobyer and Dave Leighfield 

along with others will be playing 

bowls for 24 HOURS – to raise 

money to support 8-year-old  

Anna Drysdale’s plans for cancer treatment in New York 

(see page 5). Anna will start the day off. Come and have a 

go – young, old and even older – all are welcome. There will 

be a couple of matches against other local teams so come 

and show your support for a fantastic cause. The Bowls 

Club is behind the Rugby Cub on Burford Road. 
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Flower Club’s final meeting 
October brought a return 

visit from Sophie Johnson 

who showed us how to 

make wreaths and table 

arrangements ready for 

Christmas. We all had a go 

and a wonderful variety of 

autumn and Christmas 

arrangements were the 

result. We are looking 

forward to starting our 

Christmas celebration on 

Thursday 28 November 

when Jackie Page will give a demonstration entitled Time to be 
Jolly. In the Upper Town Hall – doors open 6.30pm – plus 

raffle, craft stalls and seasonal songs. Tickets £10 (members) 

or £12 (non members) on the door. I am sorry to say that the 

November demonstration is our last one. Due to lack of 

finances, we have had to make the difficult decision to close 

the Club. This was not easy and we would like to thank 

everyone past and present for all of their support. 

Elaine Parsons 

U3A adds more new groups 
Our successful Open Day in the Town Hall (see last issue p18) 

resulted in many new members signing up and an increase in 

the number of Special Interest Groups. New Groups include 

another Walking Group, French for Beginners, a German 

Group, a Crafts Group, a third Reading Group and soon an 

initial meeting for a second Play-Reading Group. The more 

members we have then the more that we can offer! 

The 2019 series of monthly talks concludes on                     

4 December with local Alan Brain giving a slide show insight 

into the last 100 years in Chippy. In January we have our 

annual lunch at Lyneham – you need to be a member or know 

one to join us. Then, in February our monthly meetings re-

commence on 5 February with a talk from Michael Bernstein 

– Dracula bites back! 
Talks are free to members and only £2 for visitors - come 

and see what we are about, and don't forget that we also have 

over 20 Special Interest Groups and would love to add more. 

If you want to know more about the U3A / Groups / Meetings 

then visit www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 01608 

239819 / 646701, email cnmembership@btinternet.com, or 

join us at one of our meetings on the first Wednesday of the 

month at 2.30pm in the Methodist Lower Hall.  

Martin Davies 

Railway Club on the Main Line 
In November, rail consultant Ian Baxter spoke about the 

North Cotswold Line Task Force. With the London-

Birmingham and Great Western Main Line operating to 

capacity, the Cotswold Line is well placed for growth. Many 

passengers currently drive long distances to travel from 

Birmingham International and Warwick Parkway. The new 

Worcester Parkway opening next month will accommodate 

many of these. The key to growth is providing a fast and 

frequent service to London Paddington. The group is focused 

on two trains an hour, with greatly expanded parking at 

Moreton-in-Marsh and Hanborough. The new Oxford 

Parkway is very popular, but West Oxfordshire travellers have 

to contend with the A34 and A44 to get there, so a new 

Hanborough Parkway would be much more convenient. The 

Task Force's full proposals will be going public next year and 

we look forward to seeing them. 

On 3 December Jonathan Perks will be visiting the Club 

to talk about his recent rail exploits. Meetings are held in the 

Town Hall on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm. 

John Mann 

Seasonal stargazing under clear cold skies 
Just as the weather is cooling 

down, things are hotting up for 

Chippy’s Amateur Astronomy 

Group. Despite dealing with 

the fickle and unpredictable 

weather, we continue with our 

outreach events with great 

nights at Woodstock Museum 

and Daylesford in November, 

partial success with the transit 

of Venus and great events for 

Shipston Beavers, St Mary’s 

Primary and two other Witney primary schools. CNAAG’s 

only December meeting in the Methodist Hall has Prof Chris 

Lintott (tbc at time of writing) as guest speaker. With cooler 

and darker nights upon us, there will be more opportunities 

to get out under the stars for general observing over the 

festive season and we hope to be in the town centre either in 

December or January – visit www.cnaag.com for updates. We 

will be at Daylesford Organics on 5 December and on the 26 

January we will be at the Department of Astrophysics, Oxford 

University, as part of their Open Day. This promises to be a 

great day out in the company of top astrophysicists – free but 

advance booking essential. Another great year almost over for 

CNAAG and we owe a great deal of thanks to all our 

supporters, especially Chippy News, and wish everyone a 

Cosmic Christmas and an Astronomical New Year 

Robin Smitten  

Amnesty ready for its AGM 
Our Chipping Norton group will be part of the Christmas 

Tree Festival in the Methodist Church at the very beginning of 

December (see p22 for details) but there will be no monthly 

meeting in December. Our next meeting will be the AGM on 

Thursday 9 January: 7.30 in the Lower Town Hall. All welcome. 

Kaye Freeman 

CLUB NEWS

Jupiter – photo: John Vincent
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CLUB NEWS

History Society with Our Boys 
The last talk of 2019 will take place on Monday 9 December 

at 2pm in the Methodist Hall, West St. The advertised speaker, 

Kevin Heritage is unable to make the meeting. Instead Julie 

Ann Godson will give an illustrated talk called Our Boys 1914-
1918: who were the fallen of an Oxfordshire valley? We look 

forward to seeing you for a cup of tea  prior to  the talk. 

Jan Cliffe 

WOWI ready for Christmas 
West Oxfordshire WI meet on the third Monday of the 

month, in St Mary's Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton at 

7.30pm. We have an exciting new programme for 2020 

starting in January when Marcus Ferrar tells us Tales of a Cold 

War Correspondent. Please come and join us. In October we 

had a relaxed evening carving pumpkins and came up with 

some scary designs. We are all booked in with the new 

owners at Whistlers for our Christmas meal and then our last 

meeting of the year will involve mulled wine, mince pies and 

Christmas crafts. Look out for our tree at the Methodist 

Christmas Tree Festival. Our Cuppa, Cake and Chat teas 

normally on the first Sunday of the month at the Methodist 

Church, 2.30-4pm, continue – the next is on Sunday    

8 December (to prevent a clash with the Christmas Tree 

Festival) – do come along! For details call me on 646228. 

Hilary Dix  

Scouting news 
Beavers: Woodpecker Colony The middle weekend of 

October saw Woodpecker Beavers enjoying a sleepover at 

the Hut. This included attending the annual JOTA/JOTI event 

(Jamboree Across The Airwaves/Internet) in Banbury, where 

Beavers have the opportunity to communication with other 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts across the World. The Beavers also 

achieved their International Activity Badge. As part of the 

sleepover, the Beavers created a car out of a cardboard box 

and used this to attend the drive-in movie experience which 

was the highlight of their Saturday evening. A fantastic time 

was had by all and we would like to say a special thank you to 

those parents who gave up their time (and comfortable beds) 

to come and help out.  

Cubs have had several evenings of various challenges such as 

making delicious flapjacks and serving them with hot 

chocolate, setting a table for a dinner party and working out 

what would be helpful to have with you if you were stranded 

on a desert island. They have also been learning how to set up 

their bikes – saddle at the correct height, lights front and rear 

plus how to pump up the tyres. 

Scouts took up the North Oxford Midnight Challenge in 

October and were the overall winners, beating six other teams 

from the District. They have welcomed another four new Scouts 

who have moved up from Cubs and are looking forward to the 

Remembrance Parade and the District Night Hike. 

Barrow to Baghdad & back at Probus 
Philip Caine gave an 

exhilarating talk to a recent 

Probus meeting on his 

interesting and adventurous 

life – born in Barrow and 

ending up for a period in 

Baghdad. Later he became 

the author of six books. After 

school he went into catering 

and became a chef and 

eventually manager of a hotel. 

He then worked on North 

Sea oil rigs for 17 years. Time 

in Algeria and Nigeria was followed by ten years in the Middle 

East including Baghdad which provided much material for his 

later novels. Philip worked a further seven years in 

Kazakhstan and Russia with more lively tales of encounters 

with the Russian Mafia. Altogether an inspiring talk. Visit 

www.chippingnortonprobus.com for details of our activities. 

David Megson 

Chippy Ramblers go over the top 
The walk for 3 November was billed as a local walk, no stiles, 

maybe cows and some mud; and was almost true to form. The 

walk took us through Banbury Road woods to Over Norton 

and back via the salt way ‘over the top’ and heading into Chippy 

via the Community Orchard. There were no stiles (tick), there 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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were no cows (tick) but the mud description was fake news – 

there was plenty! Next month will be 1 December, a short 

local walk followed by the AGM, when we go some way 

towards planning the walks for 2020; followed by seasonal 

mulled wine and mince pies as a prelude to Christmas. New 

members welcome. Join us at 1.30pm in New Street Car Park. 

For information contact Heather Leonard 643691, 

rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk or Jenny Harrington 643269. 

Heather Leonard 

Green Gym at a new site 
We spent a 

lovely sunny 

morning at a 

new site, Ale 

Wood near 

Hook Norton. 

This had been 

planted up by 

the Woodland 

Trust a few 

years ago and 

now needed 

the plastic tree guards to be cut off. When the trees were first 

planted, the guards prevented deer and rabbits eating the bark 

in winter but now the plastic had begun to constrain the 

maturing trunks. A slow job but essential! We have also 

worked again at two of our regular sites: CN Health Centre 

and the Fitzalan Wood near Travis Perkins. 

Chippy Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning and 

welcomes new members, whatever your age or ability – there 

are jobs for all! Lifts from Chippy may be available to outlying 

sites and there is no joining fee. Come and enjoy working 

outdoors in good company. More information on our website 

www.chippygreengym.org or email me at 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

See also article about Green Gym’s latest activities on p7 

Chipping Norton Lions Club 
The Lions would like to thank everyone for the support we 

have received during 2019 and wish all the readers a Happy 

Christmas and New Year. No important news for this month, 

but the winners of the Fun Christmas Quiz and the Christmas 

Raffle will be announced in the next issue. The only other 

thing to say is, ‘Please, we need you’. The Lions like to offer 

help where it is needed in the community so if you are willing 

to give a few hours a month to join a fun-loving open bunch 

please contact a Lion. Many hands make light work. 

To find out more about Lions, please contact our 

President Lion Rob Caswell 646003; Past President Lion Maz 

Holland 641121 or the contributor, me, on 644678. 

Liz Nason 

Chippy Labour Party 
November is getting busier as the General Election Campaign 

gathers momentum and we move forward on supporting 

Laetisia Carter in her bid to become Thames Valley’s Police 

and Crime Commissioner, and on supporting Geoff Saul who 

is seeking re-election to West Oxfordshire District Council 

after six years of service to residents. 

Labour District and Town Councillors are active, often 

with other councillors, in working groups all focused on 

improvement. These include making the Town more 

welcoming and accessible, insisting that the Tank Farm 

development is good for Chippy not just the developers, 

improving the range and quality of opportunities for 

enjoyment and healthy exercise. See the latest edition of our 

regular newsletter, coming to a letter box near you, for more 

details;  

To register to vote in Local and National Elections you 

can go online. If you suspect that you might not be able to 

drag yourself over to the Town Hall to vote in the most 

important General Election this century then you can vote by 
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post – postal voting is available to all. Contact me on 078766 

85417 or chippylabour2017@aol.com for more information.  

Mike Cahill 

See p17 for Election details and deadlines for registering to vote.  

Yacht Club’s Shipping Forecast 
October’s meeting 

saw Nic Compton 

talk about the 

Shipping Forecast. 

Nic walked us 

through its origins, 

from the 1700’s 

when there were 

7400 shipwrecks 

in four years. This 

inspired Vice 

Admiral Robert 

Fitzroy to campaign for a weather forecast service, which 

developed over time to be the broadcast that we rely on 

today. Initially covering only a few areas, it gradually increased 

and sub divided into the 31 that we know today. The rhythmic 

lullaby of ‘North Utsire, South Utsire’ has been lulling the 

nation’s insomniacs to sleep for over 90 years. It has inspired 

some unusual songs (we were treated to a brief burst of 

Chumbawamba), poetry and humorous renditions by the likes 

of Stephen Fry – as well as providing a very real service for 

the nation’s seafarers who might otherwise fall prey to storms 

and gales. Initially broadcast in 1925 on long wave on the Light 

Programme it was moved to Radio 4 in 1984. In 1995, a plan 

to move the late-night broadcast by just 12 minutes caused a 

national outcry and was ultimately scrapped. One of Radio 4's 

best loved broadcasts, but even more, a National Institution. 

Paul Walker 
CRAG says Choose Love! 
Charlbury Refugee Action Group suggest Christmas shopping 

with a difference If you are in London (or New York) pop into 

the Choose Love shop and buy presents with a difference. Set 

up by the charity Help Refugees in partnership with creative 

collective Glimpse, the stores allow you to buy real gifts for 

refugees and contain a wide range of practical items such as 

children’s coats, emergency blankets, nappies, lifebelts and 

tents. But instead of taking your purchases home every single 

purchase you make means that a similar item is sent to a 

refugee, delivered via one of the 80+ projects across the 

world supported by Help Refugees. As the stores say: ‘Shop 

your heart out. Leave with nothing. Feel the love.’ Don’t 

worry if you are not planning a trip to New York (or London) 

you can shop online at: https://choose.love/ For further details 

of CRAG see http://www.charlbury.info/community/crag 

John Dunleavy 

Remembrance theme at Folk Club  
There was a remarkable atmosphere at Folk Club on 11 

November. We’d suggested a Remembrance theme and were 

astonished by the quality and breadth of songs that came –

from different eras and genres, many remembering family 

members who had been personally affected by war. Including 

Colin’s Jeanie’s Flag, Steve’s Wear Your Poppy With Pride and 

Turning Sign’s song about the unknown soldier’s graves from 

WW1. A moving and enjoyable evening – thank you everyone.  

All this – and a two-minute AGM and a photoshoot for our 

new website (watch this space). Every evening is different and 

brings its own delights and surprises! 

Everyone is welcome. The next meeting will be our 

Christmas Special on Monday 9 December with a festive 

them (non-festive option available!) and delicious nibbles at 

half time –  not to be missed.  We meet at 7.45pm at the 

Artyard Café, Oxford Rd, Enstone OX7 4NF.  Sing, play, recite 

or just listen. Details: www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk 

Rachel Chai 

General election: Our MS manifesto 
These are the MS Society’s priorities for the next UK government: 
1 Make Personal 

Independence Payment (PIP) 

make sense. PIP is failing 

people with MS – and it’s 

costing people their indepen-

dence. Last year, 36,000 of us 

called on the UK government 

to scrap the PIP 20 metre rule. 

2 Create a social care system that works for everyone. We 

believe social care should be funded through modest tax 

increases where everybody in Society pays their bit. That 

means care is free at the point of use and more people will 

be able to access it.  

The UK government must make sure the social care 

system in England has enough funding to keep up with rising 

demand year on year until a long-term plan to reform the 

system is agreed.  

3 Access to cannabis-based medicines for people with MS. 

More than 10,000 people with MS could benefit from 

cannabis for medicinal use yet many are being forced to break 

the law to get the symptom relief they need. We need a cross-

government plan on cannabis-based medicinal products to 

encourage innovative research, educate health professionals, 

and give people with MS access to these treatments.  

For information on MS; please do get in contact directly with 

the MS Society, www.mssociety.org.uk or with me; t: 01608 

645988 or e: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk.  

Peter Branson 

Travel is so personal that at 
Travel Counsellors, we believe 
everybody deserves their own 
expert. 
So if you’re looking for a holiday 
to remember – and a personal 
service you won’t find anywhere 
else – I’d be happy to help 
Adele Lootes  
Travel Counsellor 

01608 880 006 

adele.lootes@travelcounsellors.com 

www.travelcounsellors.com/adele.lootes
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NOOG’s end-of-year gathering 
We celebrate winter 

salads and herbs at our 

meeting on Wednesday 

4 December – not only 

to discuss the best 

growing practices, but 

also to sample the fruits 

of our labours. Our traditional Christmas ‘eating meeting’ 

provides the perfect opportunity to demonstrate the variety 

of winter salads available when we bring dishes to share. Do 

join us for this informal and delicious start to the Christmas 

season. Free entry to everyone who brings food to share. 

We have no meeting in January, but start the year at our 

February meeting, on Wednesday 5th. 

Meetings start at 7.30pm (£1 members, £3 visitors) at St 

Mary’s Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton. For enquiries about 

North Oxfordshire Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy 

Lean tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

Late Spring support 
Age UK Oxfordshire’s Late Spring is a friendly bereavement 

support group for anyone 55+ and meets over coffee and 

cake in Highlands. 10-11.30am every 2nd and 4th Friday of the 

month. In December however, we will go out for lunch and 

you are welcome to join us, Christmas can be a difficult time 

of year for many. In January we will be back at Highlands and 

all are welcome whether bereaved two months or two years 

ago. Sometimes something triggers the need to meet others 

in the same boat. It’s about listening and talking in a relaxed 

and safe environment to support each other with coping and 

getting on with life after the loss of a loved one. You’ll be 

pleased to hear we also share happy memories, laugh and 

make friends. Just come along or call me (I run the group) on  

07827 236453. Or call Petra in the Abingdon office 01235 

849434 or visit www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/latespring. 

There are, in addition, other local groups in, Milton-u-

Wychwood, Witney, Charlbury, Tackley and Burford. 

Joan Douglass 

Burford and Kingham Rotary 
As we approach the end of 2019. It is good to reflect on our 

successful Rotary Year. We have had some successful 

fundraising events for our President’s Charities, Riding for the 

Disabled and Prostate Cancer UK. We have also both 

supported Rotary International in the quest to eradicate 

Polio worldwide and assisted local charities with car parking 

duties and Flag Days. We have had many excellent speaker 

meetings organised by Mike Clark plus trips and fun social 

days out and evening events. We meet at Burford Golf Club 

who have made us very welcome and we are looking forward 

to our Black Tie Christmas Dinner there on 2 December with 

speaker Duncan Andrews who is the farming partner of 

Country File’s Adam Henson. 

We are a small but very friendly group with members 

from all the local viallages. We are always looking to increase 

our membership so if you are looking for something new to 

do why not come along as a visitor and find out what Rotary 

is about? Please contact our secretary at 

terry.a.best@btinternet.com for details of meetings.   

Ros Richardson 
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Chipping Norton School 
Art students enjoy the wonders of Rome: Our GCSE 

Art students 

enjoyed a four day 

trip to Rome. They 

visited many 

wonderful artistic 

and cultural sites 

including the 

Pantheon, Colos-

seum, Forum, 

Palatine Hill, the 

Sistine Chapel and 

the National 

Gallery of Modern 

Art. The trip 

afforded the 

students so many 

opportunities to be 

amazed and inspired 

by the breath taking 

beauty of the city 

and its world famous artworks. It was an unforgettable 

experience! 

Fundraising events at CNS: Once again we have been 

thrilled by the response of students to the first of our four 

planned fundraising days for local charities. We shall be 

sending off a cheque for £1000 to THRIVE with our best 

wishes and admiration for all that they do in this community. 

Our next fundraising day will take place on the last day of this 

term – Thursday 19 December. We shall be raising money for 

Katharine House Hospice and raising awareness of this 

organisation through the Student Council, active tutorials and 

assemblies. Meanwhile, the new Student Council have 

committed themselves to trying to collect 140 Christmas 

parcels for Aspire, building on last year’s successful collection 

of 120 shoe boxes for homeless adults and children across 

Oxfordshire. 

Sixth Form news: Having 

aspired to be an actor since 

the age of 11, Georgina 

Housby was very excited to 

be given the chance to be an 

extra in Downton Abbey, the 

movie. It was a great 

opportunity to gain 

experience on a set, be 

directed and filmed by a 

huge crew and meet new 

people within the film 

industry. Georgina was 

particularly impressed by 

the attention to detail given 

to the 1920s costume, hair 

and makeup. It was a great privilege to meet the stars of the 

film and exciting to see great actors like Dame Maggie Smith 

at work. Georgina is currently concentrating of gaining lots of 

acting experience before applying to leading Drama schools 

to study for a degree in acting. We wish her luck! 

Student members of the CNS Medical Society meet up 

every Wednesday to support each other in their plans to 

apply to university 

to study medicine, 

dentistry or 

veterinary science. 

Members have 

been encouraged 

to apply for 

summer schools, 

open days and 

conferences aimed 

at aspiring medical 

applicants through 

the School Ambassador Programme and Medic Mentors, the 

largest scholarship programme for secondary school 

students. Year 13 students Ronan Kennedy (pictured), Megan 

Kyte and Neve Lloyd are currently in the process of sending 

UCAS applications to study medicine and are looking forward 

to attending interviews in the following months.  

CNPS news: Twenty-six families came to CNS to learn First 

Aid skills fit for 

family life. Clare 

from St John 

A m b u l a n c e  

taught the 

group about 

cuts, sprains 

and broken 

bones, as well 

as CPR. The 

training was 

incredibly well 

received and at the end of the workshop everyone went 

home knowing that they could cope with a medical 

emergency in their home or community.  

During Terms 1 & 2, 50 Year 10 students will also have 

completed 12 hours of Extra Time First Aid training as part of 

the Duke of Edinburgh Award. Once again, we are indebted to 

Clare, an experienced trainer who has been coming to the  

School for several years. To have so many students take part 

in the programme is fantastic; and also to know that we now 

have another 50 first aiders in our community.  

Forthcoming events: We are looking forward to a whole 

array of seasonal events this term. The PTA are organising a 

Christmas Fayre on Friday 29 November in the Main Hall 

(5.30-8pm). The school choir will be entertaining shoppers 

with an array of festive songs. On Wednesday 11 December, 

our talented musicians and singers will be performing at our 

Christmas Concert (starting at 7pm) and will also be taking 

part in the annual Carol Service at St Mary’s Church on 

Tuesday 17 December (7pm). 



34

SCHOOLS NEWS

St Mary’s Primary 
Visit from our MP: On Friday 11 

October Witney MP, Robert 

Courts, visited our school. He led 

an entertaining and informative 

assembly which involved the 

children acting out roles as 

members of the House of 

Commons or the House of Lords. 

This helped children to understand 

the different parts of our 

Constitution and how laws are 

passed. Mr Courts then toured the 

School and was delighted to learn 

about all the additional provision on offer. He particularly 

enjoyed seeing the new sensory room, funded by the Friends 

of St Mary’s and instigated by Mrs Finch, and he also admired 

the new, all-weather athletics track.  

Charities Week: 
Hats off to an amazing 

Year 3/4 team of 

children and staff who 

worked exceptionally 

hard to produce 

another memorable 

Charities week. The 

team raised over 

£1000 for the Air 

Ambulance and Sunshine Cat Rescue. The children organised 

a cake sale, mini fete, non-uniform day and pennies covering a 

world map. Thank you also to parents and children for the 

generous donations of money and resources to make the 

week a great success.  

Dance Workshop: 
Year 3 children enjoyed 

a dance workshop in the 

school hall and were 

delighted to be coached 

by Year 10 pupils from 

Chipping Norton 

School. The children 

were put into groups to 

act out the movements 

of a different animal. A 

big thank you goes to 

these older students for 

dedicating their time to 

coach our children.  

Football coaching: Becca from Easington Football Club 

came to teach 

Year 3 some 

football drills. The 

children played 

Cops & Robbers 

and Fire & Ice as 

warm ups. Then 

we went onto the 

field to play crab 

football where 

some children had 

to be the crabs 

and try and stop 

the ball. ‘It was a really nice time, the only problem was we got 

dirty hands from being crabs!’ reported Isla. 

Chippy’s Got Talent: Once again, we were delighted to 

showcase our amazing group of children who are members of 

the St Mary’s singing club at St Mary’s Church in their Chippy’s 

Got Talent evening in October. Messages of appreciation were 

received saying just how entertaining the group had been. 

Many thanks go to Mrs English and Mrs Curtis who have 

effectively trained the group for public performances. 

Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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Holy Trinity Primary  
November is a time when we think of those we have loved 

and lost. We began this term inviting families to share prayers 

for any loved ones they have lost, so that we may pray for 

them as a community.  

We have experienced some wonderful trips to help bring our 

topics to life this term. On Wednesday 16 October, Year 3 had 

a great day at Hill End. They took part in many Stone Age 

themed activities, 

including: building 

shelters, making 

weapons and foraging. 

Then the next week,  

on Monday 21 

October, Year 5 had a 

wonderful day at 

Cadbury’s World, 

learning all about the 

history of chocolate 

and even enjoying 

some delicious 

samples!  

It has been a busy 

term of sporting 

events too! A 

number of child-

ren took part in a 

c ro s s - c o u n t r y  

event and did 

fantastically well. It 

was a long way to 

run and the 

children displayed 

admirable qualities of determination and perseverance.  
On Thursday 7 November, we had a wonderful 

Remembrance themed assembly, where all classes shared 
some of the work that they had been doing. Children 
performed and shared poems that they had written. They also 
read out letters written as soldiers from the trenches, after 
being inspired by the story of The Christmas Truce. It was 
extremely impressive to listen to the emotion within the 
children’s work and the quality of their writing was 
outstanding!  

Our school community has taken part in several events 
for Team Anna, including a non-school uniform day and a 
frosty dog walk at Blenheim Palace on Saturday 9 November. 
The Junior Leadership Team has also been busy writing letters 
to local celebrities to see whether they are able to offer their 
support in any way. 

Great Rollright Primary  
Seasonal festivites: December is always a festive month at 

our school, as our close-knit community celebrates 

Christmas. This year we’ll enjoy a Christingle advent service 

at St Andrew’s Church next door, a nativity play performed by 

Years R-2, a special lunch, and an evening carol service, before 

heading off to Oxford for a whole-school trip to the panto. It 

will be a lovely reward for a term full of hard work and 

successful learning!  

Hockey triumph: Our 

girls’ team (pictured) 

were the winners in a 

recent tournament 

among area small 

schools, held at 

Chipping Norton 

School.  

Dorset trip: Years 5 

and 6 enjoyed a five-day 

adventure at Hooke 

Court near Beaminster, 

where they 

experienced lots of new 

activities from kayaking 

to archaeology.  

Art for Anna: we all drew self-portraits and raised over 

£500 for the campaign to send local girl  Anna Drysdale to the 

US for pioneering cancer treatment.  

Dinosaurs: Years 1 and 2 delved into the lives of these 

ancient reptiles at the Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock. 

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see 

all that we offer – including a free bus to Chipping Norton. 

Please make an appointment by calling 01608 737202. 

Kingham Primary  
In the first half term of the school year lots of very exciting 

activities took place, including:  

A Samba Workshop: Excited and curious, each class 

entered the school hall ready to produce some samba sounds. 

With anticipation, we picked up our wonderful samba 

instruments, including; agogôs, tambourines and surdos. We 

started with a simple repeat after the teacher, before moving 

on to completing a collective piece of music with all of us 

playing a different instrument.  

A visit to St John’s Museum: When we arrived a maid 

took us to the laundry room, and we had to put on an apron. 

We were given some stinky Victorian soap to smell. Yuk! We 



36

SCHOOLS NEWS

had to grate some of the soap for the dirty washing. When we 

finished this, we pumped some water from the well. After this, 

the laundry maid poured the collected water into a dolly tub. 

Next, we twisted the clothes in the tub with a plunger and the 

water and soap to get everything clean. Last of all we used the 

mangle to dry the washing. We had to twist a wooden wheel 

around and my other friends fed it through. It was exhausting!  

Bledington Primary  
Y6 had an exciting 

morning of Music at The 

Cotswold School. First of 

all they were treated to a 

concert which included 

performances from the 

senior school choir, a 

quartet and a jazz band. 

After this, led by the 

teachers, there were 

introductions to different 

musical instruments. For 

everyone, the best part of 

the morning was being 

able to try out some 

instruments. The harp, 

cello and oboe were 

favourites. 

During Black History month, pupils had a series of Assemblies 

about individuals who had changed the shape of our world. In 

each class they also researched the background of different 

people, found out interesting facts about them and wrote 

biographies based on their research. Rainbow class wrote 

about Kelly Holmes, Blue class about Serena Williams and 

Green class chose a variety of people. Alongside this the 

whole school had an African Dance workshop where we 

explored the culture of a town very different to ours. The 

children learnt routines and sequences and then shared these 

in a final performance. Great enthusiasm was seen by all! 

Sibford School 
Christmas Shopping Fayre: This event takes place on 

Friday 29 November from 2.30-5pm. £2.50 per adult, 

including a hot drink. Children attend for free. Sellers include 

The Bucks Candle Company, Belflair Chocolate, Georgina 

Bywater Jewellery plus many more. There is even the chance 

for little ones to meet Father Christmas. Run by the Schools 

Parents, Staff and Friends Association (PSFA) it is the perfect 

opportunity to shop for those thoughtful Christmas presents 

for friends and family and kick off the festive season!  

Plan ahead for February half term! Sibford School will be 

operating its Fun In The Country Holiday Club for children 

aged 5-11 during the February 2020 half term. The Club will 

run from Monday 17 to Friday 21 February. Activities include 

swimming, team games, cookery, arts and crafts, sport, 

outdoor play, and much more. £30 per day. Call 01295 781 

203 to book your place. 

Upcoming open events at Sibford School: 
~ Early Years Stay and Play – Christmas special! Friday 13 

December. 10.30-11.45am. 

~ Early Years Stay and Play – Friday 10 Jan 10.30-11.45am. 

~ Junior School Open Morning Friday 31 Jan 9.45am-12pm. 

~ Whole School Open Morning Friday 13 March. 9.45am-12pm. 

If you would like to attend an open event please contact 

Elspeth via: email: admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk or via 

phone: 01295 781 203. 

ACE Childcare & Preschool 
The team at ACE Childcare and 

Preschool, at the ACE Centre 

on the Burford Road, were 

delighted to be rated 

‘Outstanding’ in every area at 

their latest Ofsted inspection – 

the third time they have 

achieved this highest rating, 

maintaining this standard since 

2011. Inspectors were 

particularly pleased with 

‘exceptionally good relation-

ships’ between staff and 

parents, praising their hard 

work and dedication. Ofsted 

said children of all ages ‘are 

exceptionally interested in early reading’ and ‘gain the skills 

that prepare them for future success.’ Lin Englishby, the day-

care manager, said, ‘I am very proud of the whole team. We 

work really well together and every member of staff works 

tirelessly to ensure care and education is provided at the 

highest level for our children and their families.’ Parent, 

Jennifer Kidd, with her second child in ACE Childcare, said 

‘ACE Childcare have given the best care for both of my 

children. I have huge peace of mind knowing my children are 

safe, happy and completely engaged. Lin is an excellent leader 

of a wonderful team. Their Ofsted outstanding judgement is 

completely deserved.’ For more about ACE Childcare & 

Preschool caring for children aged three months to three 

years or other ACE Centre services see www.ace-chipping-

norton.co.uk/ 

Town Nursery 
Nursery School 4 have been very busy with trips and outings 

and the new children have thoroughly enjoyed them all. Our 

first adventure out of Nursery was to Penhurst Gardens 

where we visited the residents to sing and chat with them. 

There was a Country & Western singalong and the children 

encouraged the residents to get up and dance with them. It’s 

lovely to watch the interactions, smiles and laughter from all 

involved and the children are all eager to return. 

We then started activities linked to the story We’re going 
on a Bear Hunt as we were going to see a performance of the 

story itself at The Theatre. These involved making bear hats 

and our own story set-up area which was hugely popular with 

all the children. Then the children went  to The Theatre to see 

a brilliant performance which we all thought was amazing and 

we can’t wait to go back.  

We have taken numerous walks into town to different 

shops or the market. We brought vegetables for our own 

‘shop’, bulbs from Steve for the flower beds, supplies from Gill 

& Co and took a trip to TSB to see Edward’s mummy. Our 

most recent visit was to Barclays Bank where we banked our 

Wear It Pink breast cancer money – thank you to all the 

children and parents for your very generous donations which 

raised an amazing £250. 
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COMMUNITY SAFETY

A welcome to PCSO Trimmings 
PCSO Maurice Trimmings has been 

stationed at Chipping Norton since 

April this year. He told the News, ‘This 

is my first role in the police and I am 

thoroughly enjoying working with the 

community in Chipping Norton, 

helping resolve issues and being visible 

around the Town. Prior to joining 

Thames Valley Police, I sold mobile 

phones, so this is quite a change for 

me. Originally, I come from Reading so moving to West 

Oxfordshire is fairly different. We police not only the Town 

but the rural community surrounding it as well and I’m lucky 

to have a good and experienced team around me in the 

District to help out. I would eventually like to join up as a 

regular police officer but I am enjoying my current role on 

Neighbourhood Policing so there is no hurry for me to 

change just yet. I hope to see you around town – stop and say 

hello.’ 

Spate of local burglaries  
PCSO Trimmings also reports that there has been a recent 

spate of burglaries across the area. He and the team have 

been out and about promoting crime prevention. Burglaries in 

Chipping Norton, Charlbury, Ledwell, Stonesfield, Long 

Hanborough and later in Kingham. The burglars have often 

been breaking through patio doors to gain entry. Homes with 

no security measures in place are five times more likely to be 

burgled than those with simple security measures. Good 

window locks and strong deadlocks can make a big difference. 

They also mention, particularly with Christmas holidays 

coming up when you might be out: installing good outside 

lighting, leaving radios and lights on a timer when you are out; 

getting trusted neighbours to keep an eye out, perhaps collect 

your post or help make the place look lived in and joining a 

Neighbourhood Watch scheme. Contact police if you see 

anything suspicious. 

Allotment break-ins and damage 
October saw a disturbing increase in incidents up at Chipping 

Norton’s William Fowler Allotments and along Glyme Lane. 

Police reported around 20 allotment sheds targeted and 

broken into – with tools and other valuable equipment stolen. 

There was also damage further along Glyme Lane at the 

Memorial Wood where the five bar wooden gate was 

smashed and will need replacing. Finally, to add to the 

allotment holders’ despair, at least one owner reported all 

their ripe fruit stolen straight off the tree. PC Rob Webb told 

the News, ‘Although we have had this sort of crime before, it 

doesn’t happen too regularly. If a shed is broken into, we of 

course would like to know as soon as possible. We also 

recommend marking any items with an ultra-violet pen 

(available from Chippy Police) especially valuable items such 

as mowers, power tools etc. There are also a number of shed 

alarms on the market which can be purchased quite cheaply. 

These emit a loud alarm when disturbed – a good deterrent 

against would-be thieves.’  

Cllr Don Davidson, who is chair of the William Fowler 

Allotment Committee, told the News, ‘At the next Trustees 

meeting, site security will be discussed. Obviously, I am angry 

at what has happened and feel very sorry for those allotment 

holders who have worked very hard and have had things 

stolen or damaged. It is always very frustrating when a small 

proportion of our society disregards the rights of (and all the 

hard work put in by) others.’ PC Webb added, ‘we would 

encourage allotment holders and members of the public to 

report any suspicious behaviour, people or vehicles. 

Allotments are a community within themselves so people 

who are not supposed to be there often stand out. Please 

report anything that you are not happy with via 101, through 

CrimeStoppers or via our email address 

ChippingNortonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.’ 

Fire Station Update 
Station Manager Simon Sumners reports: 
October has been a quieter month with 16 

callouts in Chipping Norton for our crews; 

one of these being a road traffic collision on 

the A361, where one person was trapped. 

Fortunately, the driver was not seriously 

injured in the incident and crews, after 

making the scene safe, assisted our partners 

from the Ambulance service and the Police to quickly reopen 

the road. I would like to take this opportunity to advise 

everyone that now that Autumn is upon us, to visit our 

365alive website and our “Safe Journey” campaign, where we 

have further advice on safe winter driving. Please remember 

to keep safe and to test your smoke alarms regularly. 

Police and Community safety 
This month sees increased local crime – and reports from our local police and fire service
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Town Centre 20mph scheme 
Having waited over 17 years for OCC to act on HGVs, the 

Town Council felt this was a practical measure within our 

powers to make a statement of intent about traffic through 

Town, highlighting the rights of pedestrians and cyclists as well 

as vehicles. Our vision is threefold: 

• Improving health – there is good data to support lower 

speeds producing less emissions 

• Improving safety – being hit at 20mph rather than 30mph, 

there is much less chance of serious injury 

• Improving community – reducing fear of traffic for 

pedestrians and cyclists has been shown in other areas to 

be an encouragement to walking and cycling, improving 

community cohesion, and of course health by increased 

exercise. 

The 20mph signs are a first step in ensuring safer streets in 

Chipping Norton, and that pedestrians and cyclists have as 

much right to the roads as cars and HGVs.  

Cllr Mark Walker, Deputy Mayor 

Footsteps Healthy Walking Group 
The Footsteps Group, formed by the two surgeries in 2000 is 

still going strong. Initially John Grantham and Wendy Lines 

looked after it, but now, it's me. The group is for people whose 

GP thinks they should walk, but who are not confident on 

their own. We meet on Wednesdays and walk for one hour. In 

recent years we have taken to having coffee at Bitter & 

Twisted after the walk. Initially, the idea was to meet at 10am 

and walk somewhere different each week. It has proved to be 

popular with new residents to the Town finding it a good 

source of contacts. So popular has it become, that the group 

has split, with the fitter people who want a more demanding 

walk, starting at 9.30 and walking for an hour and a half, 

joining the others for coffee. We are now finding that we have 

people wishing to join us who are more limited in their speed 

and distance. This is giving me a bit of a headache as I have to 

be a sheepdog with about 20 people of varying abilities and 

levels of fitness. I have no wish to discourage anyone from 

walking and joining us, but I now need help. If there is anyone 

out there who would be prepared to lead a half hour walk, at 

a very slow pace, probably starting at 10.30 to finish at coffee, 

I would be very grateful if they could contact me (tel 643377). 

Peta Simmons  

The Leys’ Christmas windows 
Once again The Leys 

will be lighting their 

windows throughout 

the Season of Advent. 

During December, if 

you walk up or down, 

you will see windows 

added daily. This year 

we are supporting 

Anna Drysdale and 

her family’s crowd 

funding to get Anna 

the treatment she 

needs in America. So 

we are asking that if 

you have enjoyed our 

windows, please make 

a small donation on 

Anna’s Just Giving 

page (see p5 for details), or cash donations can be put in an 

envelope and posted into 59 The Leys and I will pass them on. 

Elaine Parsons 

Help for Shuttle Bus 
The Chippy Shuttle Bus has now been running for over 

three years and has become a well-recognised feature of the 

Town, much appreciated by those who need its services. 

From small beginnings, passenger journeys have now 

increased to a record-breaking 1,288 in October. Thanks 

must go to our dedicated team of drivers who make the 

service possible but, and there is always a ‘but’, their number 

is dropping because of moves, retirements and other 

commitments. If anyone would like to become part of this 

very worthwhile team, please get in touch with Dave Watts 

on 07759 932722 or with Keith Gowing on 01608 658579 

Keith Gowing 

Care for the Two Cemetery please 
As a regular visitor to the Cemetery, I have noted the gradual 

improvement of the paths and that there is work underway 

to restore the whole area to the tidy, quiet place of reflection 

that it should be. I noted the work of the volunteers on 

cemetery clearance day and thank them for their efforts. I 

imagine they will continue this work. I was especially pleased 

to note the removal of the heap of tarpaulins etc close to the 

storage shed near the top of the new section. This area has 

been increasingly untidy of late and, if I understand correctly, 

the actions of a solitary person harbouring and feeding a cat, 

has greatly increased the rat population in this area. If there is 

a feral cat in the area it should be able to fend for itself; there 

are plenty of birds and mice for it to catch. Feeding it simply 

encourages the rats and these we certainly do not want. I 

applaud the Town Council for its efforts to improve the 

situation and I hope the perpetrator of this act of misplaced 

kindness will think better of his/her actions and be more 

considerate to other cemetery users in future. 

Cemetery visitor – name and address supplied 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.

Joao & Linda and all the staff                          
at The Crown & Cushion 

would like to take this opportunity 
wish their patrons 

a very Happy Christmas and                    
a Healthy & Happy New Year. 

We would also like to thank you all 
for your custom during 2019 

and look forward to seeing you all 
this coming year.
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20 years on from Souch’s! 
It has been 20 years since The Souch Family sold their garage,  

on The Green and Mike and Graham, who had been with 

them since leaving school, relocated the business to Elmsfield 

Industrial Estate as G and M Auto Repairs. We have many 

customers, some of which have stayed with us over the last 

20 years. Therefore we would like to take this opportunity to 

pass on our gratitude for their loyal custom. 

Mike Williams and Graham Harrison 

Thanks for Cemetery helpers 
My sincere thanks to those helpers who came to the Clear up 

Day on 19 October. We were blessed with a fine, sunny 

Saturday and much clearing of undergrowth and wind 

damaged trees was achieved. Also many thanks to Peta 

Simmons for again supplying the refreshments. We will be 

arranging another Clearup Day next spring, date to be advised 

in the New Year. 

Cllr Martin Jarratt, Chairman Cemetery Committee 
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LETTERS

Xmas Film Quiz Answers:  1.Kermit the Frog 2.The Wet 

Bandits 3.Michael Gambon 4.Love is all around 5.Jack Frost 

6.Whoville 7.Turbo man 8.Clarence 9.Squirrel  10.Baby, it’s 

cold outside

Sainsbury’s – food for thought 
I apologise in advance, but isn't it time for Sainsbury's to 

accept that their Chippy store is not fit for purpose. The 

store is too small, the product lines are limited, the frozen 

section lacks capacity and product choice, the car park is 

cramped and the journey to and from the store is tortuous. 

Chippy has three other excellent food shops, offering a much 

more extensive range than Sainsbury's and covering products 

from the basic to ‘top of the range’. I just don't see how 

Sainsbury's can compete. The 1964 video of Chippy, 

mentioned in last month's News, was excellent viewing, but 

crucially it showed the demolition of the shops/houses in 

New Street, now occupied by Sainsbury's, with the 

commentator enthusing that the resulting road realignment 

would increase the speed of traffic!!! Obviously a period of 

history when the car was a greater priority than residents. My 

plea to Sainsbury's and the Council is to sell the site, 

demolish all the buildings and reinstate housing which mirror 

the original architecture. There is ideal space for three-storey 

cottages fronting New Street, like those built a few years ago 

in Burford Road. The demolished Sainsbury's building site 

should be designed and built as an architectural feature, given 

its central location and as a showpiece for Chippy. A portion 

of the current Sainsbury's car park would serve as off-street 

residential parking and the existing entrance would lend itself 

to being a secure gated entrance/exit for the new properties. 

The traffic flows in New Street and entering/exiting the 

Sainsbury's car park would dramatically drop, making this area 

much safer and significantly reducing the CO2 emissions. 

Pete Godfrey 

(See Sainsbury’s article page 3) 

Another picture of the top of New Street just before the 1969 
demolition and subsequent new supermarket. Thanks to 
reader Jean Knight of Cambridge who sent this photo.

Thanks to Michael Hannis for this 1991 photo of the staff at 
Souch Autos: l-r Bernard & Nigel Souch, Graham Harrison, 

Russell Sale, Mike Williams & Robin Woodcock.

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION



(Answers on page 39)

Take your Chippy News and use our clues to find 10 
independent shops (for the first one choose either). Inside each 
shop you’ll find a card with the matching Trail picture. Collect 

the 10 letters on the back to make up a delicious word! 
1. Both shops have missions 

To sell latest news editions

1. Which muppet plays Bob Cratchitt in A Muppet 
Christmas Carol?  

2. What name do the burglars in Home Alone use?   

3. Which of these actors hasn’t played Scrooge 

on film: Albert Finney, Patrick Stewart, 

Michael Gambon, George C Scott? 

4. What is Billy Mack’s Christmas Number 

1 song in in Love Actually?  
5. What family drama starring Michael Keaton 

shares a festive name?  

6. What’s the town’s name in How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas?  

7. What toy does Arnold Schwarzenegger desperately seek 

in Jingle All The Way?  
8.  Name the Angel sent to protect George Bailey in It’s 
a Wonderful Life? 

9. In National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, ‘what 

animal causes tree chaos for the Griswolds:  

10. Which (now controversial) wintery song, 

appeared in 1949 film Neptune’s Daughter?  

2. Stop here if a coffee you fancy 

Or a gift for the pantry

3. No need to visit Newcastle 

If you’re after some sparkle

4. Here you can maybe 

Buy clothes for a baby
5. Bip sounds like a clue 

And it ends with a boo

6. This place is so cool 

It’s stuffed full of wool

8. Here you can forage  

To buy these for your porridge
9. A wild place for fashion 

And finding some passion

10. Drop in for some treats 

And Olde Worlde fine sweets

This year’s QUIZ tests your Christmas film knowledge

You are invited to call in the final shop, say The Word, wave the News and claim your reward!!

7. This shop takes the lead 

For something to read


