
Issue 425                                 March 2020                                

The ‘Soho effect’
Could Chipping Norton change with Soho 

Farmhouse and other new local investments?
First Daylesford’s deluxe shopping, 
then the Chipping Norton Set; now 
the suggestion that upmarket visitor 
attractions – such as Soho 
Farmhouse at Great Tew – are 
encouraging more investment in and 
around Chippy. 

In January, Setha, developers of the 
new luxury boutique hotel planned 
in the old Market Street HSBC 
building, told the Town Council their 
investment was influenced by the 
impact Soho Farmhouse and other 
local developments were having on 
the area. 

What else could we point to? 
Upmarket hair salons, a possible 100 
holiday homes coming up at the Golf 
Club, and demand for rental and 
holiday property in town and the 
villages. Other property investors 
are buying in Chippy’s town centre. 
In nearby Enstone a proposed 
£100m motor museum and holiday 
complex is planned. And, of course, 
those ‘poshstock’ summer glamping 
pop festivals are here again. 

Could all this bring welcome 
investment and new businesses to 
Chippy? Would it all indeed be 
welcome, or could it disturb the 
balance of our historic Cotswold 
working town? More inside. 

In this Issue 

Plus all the Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and Letters

News stories: Team 
Anna’s New York update 
~ Chippy’s Beales store 
stays open ... for now ~ 
What’s in our street 
names? ~ Rubbish rows 
rumble on ... 

 Justine Taylor St Mary’s Early Years Manager, Aldi Area 
Manager Greg Michel, Team GB Climber Shauna Coxsey & CN 
Aldi store Deputy Manager David Farrar with delighted pupils 

St Mary’s £20k sports win

Everyone at Chippy’s St Mary’s Primary School 
is celebrating a £20,000 bonanza from a prize 
draw at Aldi. Full story on p6.
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Town and District Councillors, together with the WODC 

officer dealing with our project, visited Bicester to learn from 

the zero-carbon development at Elmsfield in the north-west 

and the custom-built and self-build homes at Graven Hill, 

some of which featured on TV’s Grand Designs. They not only 

looked at eco credentials, but contemporary designs, flexible 

house types, play streets, accommodating cars, and different 

approaches to the design of main streets. Some went on to 

Barton Park, east of the A40 Oxford Ring Road, to look at 

higher density contemporary development, again exploring 

new types of streets and spaces and accommodating the car. 

Another group went to Walthamstow in East London, to 

see what was done in a heavily built up area to address severe 

traffic congestion. There were some doubts as to the value to 

Chipping Norton of the work done in a city. And, indeed, 

there were examples of £millions being spent on major 

schemes. However, what impressed the group was the large 

number of small, inexpensive ideas, which had transformed 

the streets. Most surprising was that, having closed very many 

streets to through traffic because they had become 'rat runs', 

and narrowed some major roads to provide space for cycle 

lanes, traffic flow actually improved. In addition, there has been 

substantial increases in walking and cycling.  To encourage this, 

several hundred secure cycle 'garages' have been installed. 

Two ideas in particular are readily transferrable to Chippy:  
First on pedestrian and 

cycle priority at junctions, 

see the diagram left and 

just imagine how much 

safer Albion Street, for 

example, would be if each 

of the junctions were 

treated in this way. 

Secondly, the Town 

Council had already 

discussed the need for 

improved signposting to 

enable visitors to find our 

notable landmarks.  There 

is a reluctance to use 

fingerpost signs, which add to the visual clutter.  Walthamstow 

have addressed this question by adapting street signs. 

If you would like to support the project, please contact Councillors 
at tankfarm2031@gmail.com 
 

Town Council’s vision for East Chipping Norton 
A Town Council working group is producing their own ‘vision statement’ for Chippy’s expansion to influence County 

Council as owner and District planners (see p5). They recently visited developments that challenge traditional 
approaches. Here’s their report. 

The National Playing Fields Association aims to ensure we 

have the chance to keep fit and healthy. It promotes 

minimum standards for outdoor sports and play of 2.4 

hectares (6 acres) per 1,000 people, known as The Six Acre 

Standard. Of this, 1.6 hectares should be public sports 

pitches and 0.8 hectares for children’s 

play areas – both casual and equipped. 

The latter might be for toddlers close 

to home or areas for older children or 

more challenging equipment for older 

kids from a wider neighbourhood. 

Multi Use Games Areas, caged 

intensive courts for ball games, like 

that on the New Street recreation 

ground, are generally well used and 

easier to maintain than grass.   

In developments designed to have 

very low speeds, like Homes Zones, there are opportunities 

for Play Streets, where games can be incorporated into the 

street design without being fenced off. Internal courtyards, 

between rear gardens, can also be suitable spots for enclosed, 

overlooked young children’s play. As well as active sport and 

play, large developments should have a landscape structure, 

often based upon retained features like trees and hedgerows, 

which can include general amenity, wildlife corridors, footpath 

routes, balancing ponds, nature conservation, woodlands, 

screen planting and etc. In Chippy we also have a proud history 

of common land and allotments. 

So those are expectations. What is actually delivered? 

Usually, local authorities enforce these national guidelines. 

Exemptions can be offered for apartments or specialised 

housing where there is communal open space. Cotswold 

Gate, with 228 homes, has both toddlers’ play area and 

equipped area for older children – all developer-funded but 

installed and adopted by the Town Council. The Town 

Council declined to take over the 

remaining open space, so a 

management company maintains it, 

for which residents pay a charge. 

The Cotswold Gate developer also 

handed over £253,080 for off-site 

sports facilities, which helped the 

Town Council fund a range of 

improvements, notably at 

Greystones. The funds also 

supported installation of a Multi 

Use Games Area at Top School.  

For the new housing estate at The Pillars, the Mayor told 

the News that the Town Council will not adopt the open 

space or play area proposed because they don’t have 

enough staff. Bloor homes sales staff confirmed that 

residents will pay a private company to maintain them. 

What will happen in the rest of East Chipping Norton? 

Rather than individual play areas associated with each 

development, perhaps this is an opportunity to create a 

new town park, accessible to all, convenient for everyone 

living at the top of town? Town Councillors could consider 

using some of the Community Infrastructure Levy that 

should come to them with the development to help 

maintain these public spaces. 

 

The future of Chippy’s public open spaces 
Continuing the series about our future growth, the News looks at public open space.                               

Who decides how much, what type and who maintains it?

Enjoying the new playground at Cotswold Gate



New hotel – County objects 
Oxfordshire County Council has objected to Setha’s proposal 

for a new luxury hotel at the former HSBC building in 

Chipping Norton. An extra 37 car parking spaces are proposed 

by the developer and the Highway authority is not convinced 

these can, as suggested, be created in the New Street or 

Premier Inn car parks. OCC says New Street is effectively full 

throughout the day, the developer has overestimated capacity, 

and their proposed spacing/layout changes may not be feasible 

nor receive planning permission. Using Premier Inn spaces is 

not appropriate either, says OCC, because after 6pm these are 

exclusively for Premier Inn guests. The public spaces currently 

allocated to Spring Street residents are not mentioned but 

could be vulnerable. Other criticisms of the planning 

application can probably be overcome, but the developer may 

need to be resourceful in finding more parking spaces to serve 

clients. One solution talked about at the exhibition was valet 

parking, with clients’ cars being taken to a secure compound 

on the edge of town. It is not clear whether Setha have looked 

into this. Let’s hope a solution can be negotiated to bring this 

iconic building back to life. 

Anna: New York update 
Sarah Jarman from Team Anna, 

fundraising and supporting 

young Anna Drysdale and her 

family, reported the start of 

Anna’s difficult treatment in 

New York for her rare bone 

cancer. ‘Team Anna are thrilled 

to report that tests and scans 

conducted on Anna once she 

arrived in New York came back 

normal and she was given the 

all clear to begin her 

immunotherapy treatment. 

Following a small operation 

under general anaesthetic to 

have a mediport fitted, Anna 

began treatment on 22 January. 

Each round of immunotherapy 

lasts ten days and, 

unfortunately, the side effects 

are more gruelling than 

originally anticipated, with Anna 

experiencing extreme pain. Between rounds, Anna will have a 

period of recovery, which may last up to two months at a 

time, depending on how her body reacts. As Anna is only the 

thirtieth person in the world to receive this type of 

immunotherapy, it is difficult to predict how long her recovery 

will take. Team Anna and the Drysdales are keen to stress the 

importance of continuing fundraising. Whilst initial treatment 

costs have been covered, treatment will last longer than the 

six months we had planned for, and could be up to a year 

depending on Anna’s rate of recovery after each round. 

Therefore, we need contingency funds in place to help cover 

further significant medical expenses including medication, in-

patient stays due to treatment side effects, any ongoing 

medical treatment and, of course, the huge accommodation 

and living costs for staying in New York. Following Anna’s 

immunotherapy there will also very regular check-ups in New 
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Enjoying a Community Lunch 
An inspiring collaboration 

between a Baptist Pastor and 

a Muslim Town Councillor is 

behind a welcoming 

Community Lunch that runs 

monthly at Chipping Norton 

Baptist Church. Joyce Rice 

and Rizvana Poole started 

this independent venture 

together two years ago, 

before Rizvana joined the 

Council. They saw a 

community need and reacted 

to it. It is not affiliated to any 

religion and was helped by a 

small grant after applying to 

the Town Council. The aim is to encourage a mix of people, 

who might never eat together, to share a healthy, three course 

meal and conversation. Enthusiastic volunteers help in the 

kitchen and the meal is free, but visitors are encouraged to 

make any donation they are able. All ingredients are sourced 

from local shops, with the emphasis on fresh ingredients 

grown or produced locally. 

Joyce runs the Chippy Food Bank at the church and 

Rizvana hopes to show the clients how to make nutritious 

and interesting meals on a low budget. She persuaded Marks 

& Spencer to donate herbs and spices to form a ‘tool kit’ of 

basics to be added to fresh ingredients. The couple are also 

looking at ways to help families struggling during school 

holidays, when free school meals are not available. Since 

Chippy has one of the highest numbers in Oxfordshire of 

families whose children qualify for free meals, this can be 

significant problem. 

One of the News Team went along in January, and at that 

successful event there was a particular focus on encouraging 

everyone to enjoy keeping healthy and having fun. At the lunch 

were three trainers from the Leisure Centre, including one 

who helps with the parkrun, a representative of Cottsway 

Housing involved in providing Community Play Areas, our 

Town Clerk and Councillors from the Town Council’s 

Recreation Committee. Everyone was interested in helping 

explore ways of encouraging a healthy lifestyle, with various 

forms of play and exercise. The next meal is on Wednesday 26 

February at 12.30 in the Baptist Church, New Street. 

Everyone is welcome. 

French Café – mais oui! 
2 May – please save the date! Chipping 

Norton Mayor, Councillor Don Davidson, 

will be holding a lunchtime event to raise 

funds for his nominated charities. A 

French Café will be set up in the Town 

Hall on Saturday 2 May from 11.30 

onwards. Live music, good food, wine and 

coffee. No advance booking necessary, but it will 

help if they know you’re coming so they can provide sufficient 

food. Reply to The Guildhall, tel 642341 or 

cntc@btconnect.com. The Mayor’s charities are Age Concern 

Chipping Norton and Dogs for Good. More details will follow 

shortly. Watch out for posters. 
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York for the next five years. If you do have any fundraising 

ideas please contact Team Anna via the Go Team Anna 

Facebook, Twitter or Instagram pages, or 

www.goteamanna.org and we can send a fundraising pack.’ 

The Soho House Effect 
First there was Daylesford Effect and the Chipping Norton 

Set. Now, apparently, there is the Soho House Effect. So claim 

developers hoping to turn the vacant HSBC building into a 

boutique hotel, saying that the proximity of Soho House was 

certainly a factor in their decision to invest in Chippy! So, 

what is this Soho House effect? 

Soho Farmhouse (pictured), an exclusive 100-acre private 

members’ club near Great Tew, with members in media and 

creative industries, is popular with celebrities, weekenders 

from London and locals. Despite an annual membership of 

£1,200 and a £300 per night price tag, it still has a waiting list 

and accommodation is constantly fully booked. In 2015 Nick 

Jones added Soho Farmhouse to his Soho House group of 18 

clubs and 14 restaurants worldwide. The ‘Nick Jones effect’ is 

widely reported as boosting the local economies, attracting 

the well-heeled who spend money directly and indirectly in 

the area. The main impact is increased demand for homes in 

villages nearby. Some people love their club so much that they 

buy or rent a home close by, to pop in more often. In villages 

near Nick Jones’ venture in Somerset, house prices rose by 

15–20% after the club opened, compared with under 10% 

across the county generally.  

It seems the same has indeed occurred around Soho 

Farmhouse. ‘The Nick Jones effect has been absolutely 

extraordinary,’ agents Knight Frank said in 2017. ‘We used to 

get calls for houses within 15 minutes of a railway station. 

Now it’s for those near Soho Farmhouse.’ These are not just 

weekenders or Down-From-Londoners. ‘It’s a mix of people 

in the county moving around, those buying main houses and 

those buying second homes. These villages are perhaps the 

most sought-after in the region.’ Another says, ‘Great Tew has 

always been quite cool, but now it’s really cool.’ 

Some Chippy estate agents told the News that, always 

popular with second home-owners, there had been a 

significant increase in people from London renting or buying 

weekend homes in villages near Soho Farmhouse. Certainly, a 

trawl of nearby Air BnB rentals reveals that most do advertise 

proximity to Soho Farmhouse. Other agents reported 

requests from Soho Farmhouse staff for rental properties 

within Chippy. With property prices already out of reach of 

many locals, this is not necessarily a welcome spin off. 

On the upside, more than 500 are employed at the Soho 

Farmhouse site and more indirectly through the supply chain 

and spinoffs on accommodation, catering, transport and other 

local services. In the article below, we report of a new plan for 

up to another 100 holiday homes at Cotswolds Hotel and Spa 

and Chippy’s golf club. Finally, the investment by Setha in a new 

hotel in Chippy could be good news. With accommodation at 

Soho Farmhouse fully booked, it seems likely the hotel will 

take some overspill? That could be positive for shops, pubs, 

cafés and restaurants, around town. 

Golf Club: 100 holiday homes? 
The Cotswolds Hotel and Spa, at Chippy’s Golf Club, has 

greatly expanded recently and ambitions continue with 

proposals for yet more development. A new planning 

application proposes at least 70 and up to one hundred 3- and 

4-bedroomed holiday homes for sale on 11.4 hectares 

between the golf fairways and Fairytale Farm. The land did 

have permission for a large scale driving range, for which 

work started but stopped in 2012 when the Golf Club was in 

financial difficulties. Since the current owners took over in 

2013, substantial site investments have been made. Applicants 

claim a ‘sizeable demand for self-contained accommodation 

… to secure the future of the golf club …. as well as providing 

significant economic benefit to the local area.’ Holiday homes 

require a legal control on the days per year the properties 

could be occupied, including subletting. Would the purchasers 

all be keen golfers? Is this another example of developers 

cashing in on the Soho Farmhouse effect or even maybe just 

another private development in open countryside? Would 

guests enjoy what Chipping Norton has to offer, including its 

shops, pubs, cafés, restaurants, theatre, historic buildings and 

countryside walks. See planning application 19/03504/OUT 

on WODC’s web site. Comments by Thursday 27 February. 

The Town Council are objecting and are submitting comments 

arising from their meeting on 17 February. 

Closure of Waterfowl Sanctuary 
After many years entertaining and informing families about 

small animals, the Wigginton Waterfowl Sanctuary has had to 

close, at least for now. The owner Mrs Mabel Warner and her 

son Rodney had failed to obtain the Pet Shop Licence 

required by Cherwell District Council to enable them to 

continue the business. If specific renovations and 

improvements are made, the Sanctuary could reopen in the 

future, but Mrs Warner feels the financial cost, at several 

thousand pounds, makes the challenge a difficult one. A 

crowdfunding effort on gofundme.com and other offers might 

lead to a fresh start.  

Chipping 
Norton 

Golf Course

Cotswolds 
Hotel & 

Spa

A44 to Oxford

Proposed 
holiday homes 

at the Golf Club
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Beales to close half its stores 
The future of Chipping Norton’s Beales department store 

remains uncertain – but it stays open for the moment and is 

not one of the 12 Beales shops recently named for closure. 

The whole company, with 23 stores UK-wide, recently went 

into administration after heavy financial losses. Accountants 

KPMG announced on 7 February the imminent closure of 12 

stores – including the flagship Bournemouth store. KMPG said, 

‘There is currently no intention to implement closure plans for 

the remaining 11 stores’, of which Chippy is one. These will 

‘continue to operate as usual until an outcome with regards to 

a sale of the business is clarified’. Beales had tried to secure 

rent reductions with landlords and was in negotiations with 

potential investors and buyers. In Chipping Norton, Beales 

rents the store space from Midcounties Co-op. 

Tank Farm next steps 
West Oxfordshire District Council is starting work on an 

official planning document for East Chipping Norton (the 

official name, not ‘Tank Farm’) that will guide the future of our 

large urban extension of over 1000 homes, open space, new 

roads, schools and more. District Councillor Geoff Saul 

reported to Chipping Norton Town Council in January that 

topics to be covered in WODC’s Supplementary Planning 

Document will include: 

• Site context, characteristics and opportunities 

• Vision, objectives and key principles 

• Quantum and mix of uses 

• Supporting infrastructure 

• Transport and access 

• Housing type, size and tenure 

• Environmental and heritage 

• Design, delivery and implementation. 

The timetable envisages a draft document published in April 

for consultation and adoption by WODC in September. The 

District Council will use this to assess the planning application 

once it is submitted by Oxfordshire County Council who, as 

the lead landowner, intend to pull together proposals for the 

site themselves with a team of consultants including master 

planners LDA Design based near Cassington. 

Chipping Norton Town Council hopes to feed into this its 

own Vision document, and has been working closely with 

WODC’s officer to ensure they are all of one mind. A group of 

Town and District Councillors visited Walthamstow – to look 

at street works – and Bicester – to see new developments 

including self- and custom-build homes at Graven Hill and Zero 

Carbon at Elmsbrook. ‘There is always something to learn from 

other developments,’ they told the News, ‘what to avoid as 

much as what to emulate’ (see page 2). 

Lela’s childhood book success 
Sarah Jarman and Lela Burbridge, are thrilled with the 

response they have 

received following the 

Chippy News’ December 

article on their book Lela – 
Ashes of Childhood. Both 

Amazon sales and sales at 

Jaffé & Neale Bookshop 

were strong over the 

festive season and are 

continuing into 2020. 

Christmas markets and 

talks also sold out. Lela – Ashes of Childhood was written to 

highlight the issues so many young people in Uganda are still 

facing today, and the importance of education to put an end 

to poverty. Lela and Sarah (pictured) donate a third of the 

profits to the Rafiki Thabo foundation – a local charity that 

supports individuals and their communities in Africa through 

education. To date, sales have allowed the pair to donate 

enough money to fund the equivalent of 1145 meals for 

orphans in Africa who would otherwise go hungry, or a year’s 

secondary education for four students in Lesotho. 

Into 2020, the local authors want to keep promoting the 

book and the causes behind. Talks are booked with local WIs 

and churches, and Sarah and Lela are thrilled to have been 

invited to speak at the ChipLitFest on Saturday 25 April. The 

talk, in the Parish Rooms from 6–7pm, will celebrate how 

education proved to be a way out of the subsistence poverty 

trap for Lela and allowed her to reclaim her story. Tickets 

from ChipLitFest box office from 2 March. You can still 

Sunday 28th June, 11am – 8.30pm 
We’re looking forward to a great day together 

at this year’s Town Festival with live music, 
food, craft and charity stalls, raffle, children’s 
rides and much more.  Follow us on Facebook 

@chippingnortontownfestival. 
We’d love to hear from anyone interested in 
performing or having a stall at the Festival.  

Please drop us a line at 
cntownfestival@gmail.com. 
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purchase the book from Jaffé & Neale, The Borzoi bookshop, 

Amazon and all good retailers using the ISBN number 978-1-

5272-4273-9. 

St Mary’s £20,000 sports boost 
St Mary’s Primary School in Chipping Norton pulled off a 

major coup in January by winning £20,000 in a national 

competition funding sports provision. The School was one of 

just twenty schools to win in Aldi’s Kit for Schools campaign. 

The children were encouraged to bring in Team GB stickers 

awarded with every £30 spent in Aldi. They managed to 

complete three sticker charts for the prize draw. 

Headteacher Mrs Yvonne Stallwood-Barnes told the News 
that they had known since December but had to keep it 

secret from all, including the children, until Aldi’s press release 

in January. Children and staff were informed of the exciting 

news in a special assembly organised by the Aldi marketing 

team. At the assembly, the children were treated to an 

inspiring talk from Shauna Coxsey, British representative for 

climbing, who will be competing in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

The assembly culminated in the £20,000 cheque being 

presented which the School plans to spend on enhancement 

of sports provision during and beyond the school day. One 

priority will be hurdles for the all-weather athletics track and 

a new long jump sandpit. Yvonne said, ‘We are immensely 

grateful to Aldi for this amazing prize which will make such a 

difference to the children in our care.’ 

High Street Clean-up Fund 
Just over £1,700 has been allocated to Chipping Norton from 

a Government fund for a national High Street Community 

Clean Up scheme. Just over £19,000 was shared out by West 

Oxfordshire District Council amongst all the main towns. The 

overall funding is intended for work by town and parish 

councils or by existing community groups to undertake 

cleaning of high streets and town centres. Cllr Norman 

MacRae, WODC’s Cabinet Member for the Environment, said: 

‘I am always impressed with residents’ efforts to keep their 

communities clean and this extra funding will help them 

enormously. It all helps to keep West Oxfordshire a wonderful 

place in which to live, work and visit.’ Chipping Norton’s share 

has gone to the Town Council. Its new Town Centre Working 

Group is now up and running and has started looking at how 

best to use the money – and, separately, putting efforts into 

other town centre improvement work. 

Offbeat Chippy walking tours 
Teacher turned local author turned Blue Badge tour guide 

Sean Callery has some more of his ‘offbeat’ tours coming up 

in Chipping Norton. He does them in Oxford and round the 

local area and aims to find surprises and tell past stories and 

reveal hidden details! The next here are Saturdays 7 March, 4 

April and 2 May. Cost is £12, start time 10.30, lasting 90 

minutes. Details on offbeatcotswolds.com. 

MP campaigning for Veterans 
Chippy’s MP Robert 

Courts is urging local 

veterans to sign up for 

national British Legion 

events for both VE and 

VJ (Victory over Japan) 

days this year. Robert,  

(pictured) with many 

serving military in his 

constituency, is also a 

long-time passionate 

champion of armed 

forces personnel – and has pushed the Government to 

support those who serve. He is on the All Party Parliamentary 

Group for the Armed Forces and Chair of its RAF branch, has 

visited nearly every UK RAF base. On supporting veterans, 

Robert told the News ‘we have made great strides in our 

efforts. We have announced a veterans’ railcard, giving all our 

veterans access to discount on rail journeys. We have also 

brought in a guaranteed interview scheme for veterans, to 

open up work opportunities for those who have left the 

forces. More initiatives are planned, particularly from the UK’s 

first ever Office for Veterans’ Affairs’. Robert is also keen to 

‘end the vexatious allegations made against our veterans. 

Those who served in Northern Ireland are entitled to know 

that their country has got their back, just as they had their 

country’s back at the time of maximum peril. I have every 

confidence that this Government will resolve this matter’. Any 

constituents can contact our MP at 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk. 

Into eco-action with TCN 
After setting the agenda for climate action last 

year, Transition Chipping Norton has more 

Action+Learning events. On 18 March 

(7.30pm in the Chequers) they discuss eco-

friendly holidays and share recent workshop 

experiences. Then all day on Saturday 28 

March is a Rewilding, Replanting and 

Regeneration Masterclass with practical advice from Open 

Spaces expert Adrian Lawson. From 10am, he will walk round 

our town centre, green areas including the Common and 

Over Norton village, ending with an evening talk. Then on 

Wednesday 18 April (7.30pm) another Action+Learning 

meeting will follow this up and generate ideas to rejuvenate 

the town centre as input into the Town Council’s working 

group. Registration and information from 

transitionchippingnorton@gmail.com, or via facebook. 

Celebrating Aldi’s Kit for Schools cheque
Photo: City Press
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Remembering Walter Padley 
In their January meeting Town 

Councillors had little enthusiasm 

for the name ‘Golden Mill’, 

proposed by developers of the 

new extra-care homes opposite 

the Health Centre. Following a 

convention of recognising past 

Chippy people, they voted to 

suggest naming it after Walter 

Padley (pictured). In the event, 

developers ignored this suggestion – so it’s ‘Golden Mill’. 

However, the good news – and for admirers of Walter – is 

that ‘Padley Close’ will be one of the streets in The Pillars new 

housing estate in Banbury Road. 

British politician Walter Padley was born in Chipping 

Norton in 1916, the son of Ernest Padley, a grocery clerk, and 

his wife Mildred. He studied at the Grammar School and at 

Ruskin College, Oxford (with a TUC scholarship). He started 

his working life as a clerk in the local Co-op. During the 

Second World War he registered as a conscientious objector, 

and served in the Non-Combatant Corps. He was Labour MP 

for Ogmore (1950–75), youngest elected president of the 

Union of Shop, Distributive and Allied Workers (1948–64), 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs (1964–67) in the Wilson 

Governments, and Labour Party Chairman (1965–66). He 

died in 1984. 

For new street names, WODC are the final arbiters, but 

they ask for ideas from the Town Council – who keep a list of 

possible past notable townspeople, Padley had in fact previously 

been suggested by the Chipping Norton Local History Society. 

The other names planned for The Pillars include Scarsbrook, 

Simms, Bowen and Phillips – the latter after Jane Phillips MBE, a 

dedicated and much-liked local nurse who was key to the 

founding of the Lawrence Home Nursing Team (see  What’s in 
a Chippy street name? below). More next month. 

More on milk deliveries 
Following last month’s News article on reviving doorstep milk 

deliveries, the News understands that Tom Sammon’s Country 

Dairy in Shipston has stopped delivering in Chippy but does, 

for the moment, still deliver to local villages including Aston, 

Whichford, Long Compton, Hook Norton and Great 

Rollright. As mentioned, at Butlers Road Farm near Long 

Compton (the base for North Cotswold Dairy), you can refill 

your bottles at their vending machine. National company Milk 

& More, as reported, use local dairies for delivery – reports 

from News readers (some good, some less so) suggest 

reliability and value can vary. 

With over 1000 new homes coming – and more streets – 

Chipping Norton will need some new names! The Town has 

around 100 named roads and 

prominent buildings, such as 

care homes. But where did all 

the names come from? David 

Eddershaw’s book, Chipping 

Norton Street Names, first 

published in 1999, is a good 

reference point. Since then, 

Parker’s Circus and Cotswold 

Gate have appeared. Nearly 

50 of our street names are of 

past local Chipping Norton 

people who have been 

noteworthy or have 

contributed to the Town. This 

has included prominent local 

public figures such as Bliss, 

Cornish, Brassey, Hannis, and Withers. Business names 

include Hitchman, Dunstan, Rowell and Toy. Ancient 

‘enclosure’ landowners include Insall, Tilsley and Wilcox. 

Then there are ‘characters’ such as (Fred) Lewis who 

created Chippy’s ‘British Champion’ baseball team.  

Back in 2017, the News explained the new street names 

used at Cotswold Gate. The Town Council had nominated 

four: Rob Evans, Gina Burrows, Mike Howes and Ron Stares, 

all of whom had served the Town variously as mayor, town, 

district or county councillors and with significant voluntary 

roles in town organisations. Four additional names were 

accepted from the Local History Society: Dermot Morris, 

having served many years with the Fire Service and as 

Curator of the Museum; Bob Ellis, a Freemason and care 

champion in the Town; Geoffrey Burbidge, who became a 

renowned astrophysicist; and General Sir Montague 

Stopford who received the Japanese surrender in 1945. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, the way history is told, out of 

50 streets named after people, female representation 

appears limited to four: past mayors Gina Burrows and 

Helen Latcham; Annie Cooper, claimed as a heroine of the 

Bliss Mill Strike in 1913/14; and Sybil Webb, first female 

mayor in 1950 after her father 

and grandfather also held the 

office. Although not a street, the 

new Pentelow Gardens care 

apartments were named after 

Chippy’s first policewoman. After 

the development of Cotswold 

Gate, News readers made two 

further suggestions: firstly, nurse 

Jane Phillips MBE who helped set 

up the Lawrence Home Nursing 

Team. A second reader 

nominated Mary Bolter, a nurse 

in World War II, at D-Day and 

the first woman to enter Belsen 

concentration camp on its 

liberation. 

WODC’s policy says that names could reflect the history or 

geography of the site; should not be named after living 

individuals; and could recall a recently deceased individual, 

with permission from the next of kin. Names should be 

Forename plus Surname or Surname only, easy to 

pronounce or spell, and any open to re-interpreting by 

graffiti or shortening should be avoided. Suggestions 

welcome.

What’s in a Chippy street name?

Sybil Webb: the Town’s first 
female mayor

New road to be named 
after Jane Phillips MBE
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Rollright road protest petition 
In October, Oxfordshire County Council voted unanimously 

to look again at removing HGV traffic from the A44 through 

Chipping Norton. Whilst welcome to people in the Town, it 

doesn’t please everyone. Those concerned with safeguarding 

the ancient Rollright Stones are worried, as one preferred 

option is to direct HGVs along an upgraded road going past 

the Stones. A 38 Degrees petition was started in late January, 

calling on Oxfordshire and Warwickshire County Councils to 

‘rule out immediately upgrading the road through the 

Rollright Stones for HGVs, but also to initiate traffic calming 

measures and ban non-local HGVs from that road.’ The 

petition gained 28,000 signatures within seven days and will 

be presented to both County Councils. See 

you.38degrees.org.uk/p/rollrightstones. 

The Stones are already seeing lots of early season visitors. In 

February, the Keepers of the Old Ways celebrated the lambing 

season and coming of the Spring. The next day saw a visit by 

South American tribal chieftains, in the UK on a Survival 

International trip to draw attention to threats from rainforest 

damage. Town Councillor Georgia Mazower helped organised 

the visit (pictured with site manager Robin Smitten and 

visitors). She told the News she was keen to protect the 

Stones and rerouting Chippy’s HGVs near there was not the 

answer. 

CN Health Centre: your views 
Chipping Norton’s Patient Participation Group, linked with 

the Health Centre, would like to know your experience there. 

The PPG are volunteers who all use the Centre. Peter 

Branson, the PPG Secretary, said, ‘Speak up about your Health 

Centre, good or bad – we would like to know. Have you told 

anyone connected with the Health Centre what you think 

about it? “Excellent” – praise is always welcome; “satisfactory“ 

or “not so good”, then how can it be improved? The Health 

Centre welcomes feedback, whether it was about 

telephoning, using the patient access system, your arrival or 

treatment. Or let us the PPG know, as we would really like to 

hear. We cannot take up individual cases (they would go 

straight to the Health Centre), however we can use the 

information to give positive messages to the staff or to 

discuss an improvement. We will not use your name nor 

specific details in discussion with the Health Centre.’ Email 

cnhc.ppg@nhs.net or via Facebook page: Chipping Norton 

Health Centre PPG.’ 

Maddy’s Marathon effort 
On Sunday 26 April, 

Maddy Meeson takes 

part in the 40th London 

Marathon in aid of 

Arrhythmia Alliance, a 

local heart rhythm 

charity based at 

Cromwell Business Park. 

The charity works 

extremely hard to 

improve diagnosis, 

treatment and quality of 

life for all affected by 

arrhythmias. Maddy, who 

grew up in Chipping 

Norton, has worked for 

the charity as their 

events coordinator since 

last summer. With the privilege of witnessing first-hand the 

charity’s hard work and its global reach, she hopes to smash 

her fundraising target and raise awareness of how arrhythmias 

can affect you at any age. Maddy says, ‘having seen my mum 

develop heart issues unexpectedly, I understand more than 

ever the importance of awareness of these issues. The more 

people know about arrhythmias, the easier it is for them to 

get the life-saving treatment they may need’. You can donate 

via uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MaddyMeeson or show your 

support by sharing her story online.  

Chippy/London bus day trips  
Fancy a direct day trip to London by regular bus? Readers may 

have noticed a National Express 444 coach stopping by 

Chipping Norton War Memorial. Some journeys from 

Hereford and the west Cotswolds now stop in Chippy to pick 

up passengers en route to London’s Victoria Coach Station. 

On Mondays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, the coach picks 

up at 06.41, arriving in London around 08.25 to 08.45 

depending on traffic. It returns from London the same day at 

20.30, arriving in Chippy at 22.24. It is best to pre-book tickets 

on the National Express website. You can pay the driver cash 

but only if seats are available. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays the timetable is designed for day trippers from 

London to here. 

With the demise of Oxford Bus Company’s X90 service 

from Oxford to London via Baker Street, Stagecoach has 

introduced ‘express’ versions of its Oxford Tube service at 

peak times on Mondays to Fridays, stopping on Marylebone 

Road between Marylebone and Baker Street stations en 

route to Victoria, but not stopping at Lewknor and Hillingdon. 

As these new services are run by Stagecoach, Chippy 

residents can take advantage of ‘Tube Connector’ tickets, 

effectively giving free travel on the S3 to and from Oxford. Full 

details of the new ‘express’ together with standard services 

via Notting Hill are on the Stagecoach website or in leaflets 

at Gloucester Green bus station and Chippy’s Tourist 

Information Centre in the Town Hall in the summer. 

Town Councillor Georgia Mazower and Site Manager Robin 
Smitten welcome South American visitors 
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Chippy’s rubbish issues 
Chippy’s longstanding issues around the lack of a nearby main 

waste and recycling centre were debated again in February by 

Town Councillors. The Town’s ‘bring’ sites at Albion Street and 

New Street are suffering a heavy winter of overflow – as well 

as regular fly-tipping (sofas, mattresses, furniture, carpets, 

fridges and washing machines are recent examples – often 

euphemistically referred to by WODC as ‘side waste’). While 

there are now kerbside pick-up services (at a cost of £30 pa 

for green waste and £27 for up to 4 bulky items), residents 

and councillors continue to complain about the closure of 

Dean Pit centre (in 2011) necessitating a round trip of up to 

90 minutes to the nearest County Council household tip at 

Alkerton north of Banbury. 

Why did Dean Tip close in 2011? The County is 

responsible for waste disposal and the major recycling 

centres. The old centre at Dean had a temporary licence but 

an application to extend its licence until 2014 was voted on 

by County Councillors at their key Planning and Regulation 

Committee meeting in 2009. District officers and Town 

Council had backed keeping it open and even the County 

officer supported it saying, ‘this is a well-used, small scale 

facility that is well located to service residents in West Oxon 

and plays an important role in achieving County recycling 

targets.’ At the meeting, however, County Councillors voted 

to close Dean Pit in 2011, after local Dean resident Lord 

Chadlington, complaining about disruption in a quiet rural 

area, told the meeting that ‘an alternative site in a more 

convenient location with safer access outside the AONB 

should be found’. Some County Councillors claimed later that 

they supported early closure after assurances that an 

alternative local site would be found. Possible plans were in 

fact discussed for one in Kidlington or at nearby Enstone. This 

never happened, with OCC ‘consulting’ in 2011, insisting on 

closure with no replacement, any other option being 

‘uneconomic’ – all despite protests and a petition with 2000 

names led by Chippy and Charlbury councillors. 

WODC to the rescue! In 2013 hopes rose again. West 

Oxfordshire District Council, who do all the ‘collection’ (but not 

‘disposal’), made their own proposal to put a full recycling centre 

– for everything except household waste – at Greystones in 

Chipping Norton. Everyone supported it, but it then got 

thoroughly bogged down with long delays and a disagreement 

between District and Town Councils over the price for a strip 

of land (owned by the Town Council) needed for access and the 

exact scope of the recycling. One district councillor called it a 

‘Byzantine Impasse’. Either way, WODC’s Finance Cabinet 

Member eventually deemed it all ‘financially unviable’, and, after 

more protests, the whole thing was abandoned. 

Back to the County  Buckpassing then continued. WODC 

referred the whole issue back to the County’s ‘Waste 

Management Strategy’. Local parish and town councils 

considered working together. Then, in 2015, the County went 

out to ‘cost-saving’ consultation again – this time with the idea 

of reducing sites north of Oxford but replaced, interestingly, 

by a brand new one to service Banbury/Bicester/Chippy. The 

idea went nowhere. Right up to date, the latest response in 

2020 from the County’s Environment Director, to a Chippy 

Town Councillor, admits their sites are ‘not ideal for Chipping 

Norton residents’ but there is ‘no budget nor plans for any 

new facilities.’ So there! 

Invitation to the Birth Centre 
The Cotswold Birth Centre at Chipping Norton Hospital is 

welcoming all families who have had connections there to 

celebrate International Year of the Midwife on 15 March, from 

1pm to 4pm. Entertainment for all ages, face-painting, cakes 

and raffle. The team would particularly like to see anyone who 

has had their baby with them or received any form of care! 

Lauren Bellingham, Cotswold Birth Centre  

Community Orchard’s new trees 
Planting trees is the name of the day, but where? Heather 

Leonard, from Chipping Norton’s Community Orchard 

Group, told the News that a donation to the orchard from 

Monica Beadle in memory of Peter Barbour helped buy a 

dozen fruit trees. The Field Reeves found some space, just 

over the fence from the recreation ground, and on 19 January 

local residents helped members of the Community Orchard 

Group plant damson, plum and greengage trees to enhance 

the area with their blossom and fruit, and reduce Chipping 

Norton’s carbon footprint. Pictured here are tree planters 

Tony and Ruth Shaw-Williams and Hannah, Michael, Isaac and 

Jacob Kedward all from Rowell Way. 

Royal visitors in Churchill 
The next Screen by the Green film at Churchill & Sarsden 

Village Hall is Downton Abbey, 7.30 Friday 13 March A 

sumptuous, big screen version of the popular TV series. Set in 

1927 the Crawley family learn that King George V and Queen 

Mary are coming to visit but with their own entourage of 

servants which sets the stage for much scheming and 

shenanigans! An entertaining mixture of froth and glamour, 

this is also a film & supper evening a £20 meal at The 

‘Side waste’ eyesore in New Street car park’s bring site
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Chequers, main course at 6pm and dessert after the film – 

booking essential – call 659903 or email 

screenbythegreen@gmail.com. Film tickets £5. 

Come and join the debate 
A new debate and discussion group – The Ponderings – now 

meets at The Fox each month. Organiser and discussion ‘host’ 

Bethany Joy told the News, ‘The Ponderings is a space where 

you can dig a little deeper into some of the most interesting 

ideas and questions facing our society, in a friendly and 

thoughtful environment. We meet monthly tackling a different 

topic every time, dipping in and out of everything from 

philosophy, sociology and technology to religion and politics. 

There's no membership, you can just pop along when the 

topics interest you. And we don't stage formal debates – 

we're just here for friendly, passionate, curious discussion.’ 

The next topics are: 

• 26 February: Should polygamy be legal in the UK? 

• 25 March: Is prison an effective punishment for law-

breakers? 

• 29 April: Should Britain still have a Royal family? 

So, come ready to share, listen and learn in The Fox, Market 

Place, Chipping Norton, at 7.30pm on the last Wednesday 

each month. See meetup.com/theponderings for info. 

Seeking Solar success 
With climate action on the Town’s agenda, the News 
investigated the growing success of Ecosunpower, a solar 

energy installation set up over 10 years ago by Ex-Chippy 

School’s Oliver Nicol and friend Andy Webb. The venture was 

well ahead of the field, installing solar photo-voltaic panels on 

domestic and commercial properties. Electricity produced is 

used in the property with any surplus sold to the national grid. 

Ecosunpower has installed panels on all manner of buildings 

including barns, sports clubs (Hook Norton Sports & Social 

Club pictured), even houseboats, at Cotswold Wildlife Park and, 

most recently, at the Straw Kitchen Café at Whichford Pottery 

to help reduce the café’s carbon footprint. Oliver told the News 
that many households and businesses did well from a 

favourable ‘feed in tariff’ in the early days but, even though this 

has now been reduced, the payback period for a domestic 

property is still approximately 10 years in a best case scenario, 

whereas a commercial property with a bigger roof span has up 

to a 20% return, meaning after about 4–5 years there is a net 

gain. ‘It’s definitely worth doing, even now’, says Oliver. 

Ecosunpower has expanded and diversified and Oliver’s 

brother Henry joined the business nine years ago. They now 

also install the Tesla Powerwall, a battery that enables the 

electricity generated to be stored on site and have capitalised 

on the growth in the electric car market as registered installers 

of charging points for Electric Vehicles. One satisfied customer 

in town has a full array of solar PV panels on the roof, a Tesla 

Powerwall to store the electricity and two EV charge points. 

This could be the future for more and more of us. 

New solar farm investment 
The community-owned solar farm at Cornbury Park is set to 

receive a new loan of £2.5m from West Oxfordshire District 

Council. Southill Community Energy has operated Southill 

Solar farm since 2016. Its 17,300 solar panels generate 

4.5MW of energy, enough to power 1,100 local homes. 

Because the interest rate on the WODC loan is lower than 

the existing loan, an extra £30,000 will be ploughed into 

community facilities and local projects. Southill Solar has 

already contributed to development of Charlbury 

Community Centre and is dedicating up to £100,000 towards 

retrofitting the Town’s Corner House into a benchmark 

sustainable building. 

Work for The Lido! 
The Lido’s 2020 season is just around the corner, opening for 

business on Thursday 9 April. You could be right in the thick 

of it! Come and join the friendly team serving this much-loved 

community outdoor swimming pool. There is a full-time 

vacancy for a Lifeguard aged 18 years and over – up to 40 

hours per week, including some weekend work, on a flexible 

rota. The season runs from April to early September. Pay from 

£8.80 to £11.80ph depending on age, experience and shift. It’s 

a small team, with different work patterns. Multitasking is an 

asset! If you are not a qualified lifeguard but are available, keen 

to learn, and a strong swimmer, please make contact, as 

opportunities may be available for the right candidate. A small 

number of part-time Lifeguard positions (age 16+) are 

available too. 

The Lido also needs a Café Manager to run the small 

popular Lido café. You must enjoy meeting the public, be able 

to run a small team, organise and order stock, and plan a 

range of simple food and drink. Knowledge of food safety and 

hygiene is essential, but training is given along with the full 

support of the Lido team. Rate of pay on application. These 

are not just summer jobs; these are Lido summer jobs. 

To apply please email info@chippylido.co.uk, attaching 

a short CV. Watch chippylido.co.uk, and/or ChippyLido on 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for all the latest 

information on opening hours, prices and events. 

Claire Williamson 

Southill Solar farm’s Tim Crisp and WODC Cllr Toby Morris
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Nursery visits their ‘old friends’ 
A group of 

toddlers from 

Chipping Norton’s 

Town Nursery has 

been visiting 

Penhurst Gardens 

Care Home for 

nearly a year – and 

Ruth Hulme 

reported how this 

has been 

welcomed by the 

residents and seen 

a big increase in 

the children’s 

confidence – 

they are always 

so excited to 

go and see 

their ‘old 

friends’. Ruth 

said, ‘The 

residents are 

equally delight-

ed to see us 

and get up to follow the children into the lounge. They sing, 

dance, do chair exercises and circle games and of course, have 

a welcome drink and biscuit, when they are able to talk to 

each other. Some children have built good friendships with the 

residents, with age no barrier to friendly conversations. The 

children are enthusiastic and lively in all activities – singing, 

dancing, craft work and even karaoke. Time spent together 

benefits everyone in their physical health and mental 

wellbeing’.  

The interaction has helped children developing their 

social and emotional skills, showing compassion, empathy and 

understanding to their new friends. They are respectful of 

their elders’ belongings and seem to adapt their behaviour to 

each older friend’s needs. The walk through town has also 

been beneficial for children both physically and in 

understanding the world – including chatting to the market 

stall holders. On one walk back they met a Penhurst resident’s 

daughter, who thanked them for coming to sing Happy 

Birthday to her mother. Ruth added, ‘The carers have noticed 

the residents are cheerful and uplifted by the children. They 

are more engaged and open with staff, children and other 

residents. They are also more physically active and mentally 

stimulated. The children at the Town Nursery feel very 

honoured to spend time with their “old friends”, and thank 

you for inviting us to Penhurst Gardens’. 

Great Rollright Market 
The next market on Saturday 7 March will see a hall packed 

with local produce, crafts and gifts. It’s all local: farm meats, 

deli, organic veg and local dairy – wholesome, good quality 

food at reasonable prices. Creative crafts with an individual 

touch and jewellery to brighten and celebrate the end of 

winter! Fresh coffee, bacon rolls and home bakes in the cosy 

cafe with a great view! For further details visit 

greatrollrightvillagemarket.weebly.com or facebook.com/ 

GreatRollrightVillageMarket or call Heather 730154 or 

Brenda 738374. 

Medical Detection Dogs talk 
All are welcome to a talk and 

demonstration about Medical 

Detection Dogs on Tuesday 

10 March at 7pm at Churchill 

Village Hall. Entry is free, but a 

charity donation appreciated. 

Medical Detection Dogs save lives by detecting human 

diseases using their amazing sense of smell. Medical Alert 

Dogs are partnered with people who have life-threatening 

medical conditions, giving an early warning of impending crisis 

episodes. Bio-Detection Dogs detect even the tiniest smells in 

urine, breath, sweat or stool samples, helping screen for 

diseases such as cancer, Parkinson’s, malaria parasite carriers 

and bacterial infections. All dogs and breeds can detect cancer, 

other diseases and crisis situations in humans, but the best are 

working breeds with a high hunt drive, such as labradors and 

working spaniels, chosen according to their ability. The time to 

train a bio-detection dog varies depending on issues such as 

the type of odour involved, the sample types, and the dog 

itself. All dogs learn at different speeds, the same as humans. It 

generally takes 6 to 8 months to reach a good level of 

performance. Come and find out more about the training and 

work of these wonderful dogs! There will be coffee, cake and 

a raffle. Contact Anne Batchelor 01608 658284 or Heather 

Shute 01993 831909. 
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Helping the Lawrence Team 
This month Sarah Bryson, one of the Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team’s registered nurses, wrote: ‘Many people, when 

asked, say they wish, when their time comes, to die in familiar 

surroundings, close to those they love – in their own homes. 

What attracted me was making this a reality, when possible, in 

our area. All our nurses are guided by a patient’s needs and 

wishes – we can give hands-on nursing care, including 

medications for pain relief, and can access specialist advice 

working closely with family doctors and community nurses. 

Building trusting relationships means a listening ear to answer 

questions, and give emotional support, both to patients and 

those closest to them, hoping they can make the most of the 

time left together. Our care is free, and highly adaptable: night 

or day, alongside existing carers or alone. We look after 

anyone, 18 and over, in their last weeks of life. Patients are 

referred to us by GPs, (mainly in Chippy, Hook Norton, 

Charlbury, Bloxham, Wychwood, and Deddington practices) 

community and specialist nurses, hospitals, hospices, and 

sometimes family members’. 

The charity depends on fundraising to maintain this vital 

community nursing service. Events and volunteers are a big 

part of this. One popular idea is to hold your own lunch for 

friends, family or work colleagues. You can get a complete 

‘how to do it’ guide – with hints, recipes, and invitation cards. 

Another current plea is for home-baked cakes for: Arts in the 

Cotswolds at Tew Farmhouse and Barns from Saturday 9–17 

May, and the Open Garden and Afternoon Tea at Chivel Farm, 

Heythrop, on Saturday 27 June. Any willing bakers please email 

madeleinerickard@hotmail.com. To find out more or help 

with fundraising efforts, email Verity Fifer 

fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org or telephone 684475. 

The volunteer team meets monthly at The George Inn, 

Barford St Michael – why not go along? See 

www.lawrencehomenursing.org. 

Tax discount for care leavers  
Any young people, in and around Chipping Norton, who are 

leaving the care system can now be granted Council Tax relief 

up to the age of 25. After facing challenges early in life, those 

who have been in care at some point often take on a property 

tenancy and struggle with a budget. Oxfordshire County 

Council agreed to support 100% Council Tax discounts for 

eligible 18–21 year olds, and for some between 22 and 25 

with significant financial difficulties. The scheme is backed by 

Police and our District Councils including West Oxfordshire. 

Financial pressures stemming from Council Tax and daily living 

costs can adversely affect mental health and employment 

prospects for care leavers. Anyone struggling to pay Council 

Tax is encouraged to contact their local authority to find out 

if they are eligible for support. Affordable housing in 

Oxfordshire, with reasonable rents, is also hard to secure. The 

County Council is encouraging anyone interested in offering 

supported lodgings or a room to contact: 

Michele.Howe@Oxfordshire.gov.uk; tel: 01865 323126. 

Local school recycling praise 

With increased awareness of climate action, many schools and 

local organisations are taking part in various recycling 

projects. Children from Rollright Primary School have been 

congratulated for their recent efforts to keep West 

Oxfordshire tidy and improve recycling rates. Cllr Norman 

MacRae, WODC’s Cabinet Member for the Environment, is 

pictured on a recent visit to the School for a special assembly 

about recycling and how the material gathered was processed 

at Ardley Energy Recovery Centre, where all rubbish, 

recycling and food waste goes. The children were shown a 

video to illustrate the various processes. The School has set 

up their own eco club as well as food waste caddies for 

children’s lunch leftovers, and collection boxes for crisp 

packets, batteries and stamps. The children are also learning 

about deforestation and plastic pollution. 

Library’s gadgets & wizards  
Coffee Mornings at Chipping Norton Library with Age UK 

will change to Afternoon Teas from March, held on the second 

Wednesday every month from 2pm to 4pm. The next is on 

Wednesday 11 March. So do join us for tea, coffee, homemade 

cake and a friendly chat. Sue Richmond from Age UK will be 

on hand with information and advice. Age UK are also at the 

Library on the second and fourth Tuesdays every month for 

Gadget Help Sessions. The Age UK volunteers can provide 

one hour of one-to-one help with your iPad, laptop, tablet or 

smartphone. If you’re interested in attending a Gadget Help 

Session please contact the library on 643559 to book a place 

or ask any questions.  

Sing & Sign sessions with Emily from Sing & Sign 

Oxfordshire returns on Tuesday 10 March from 10.30am to 

11am. This free session is suitable for babies from 6 weeks to 

2 years. A huge thank you to all wizards and witches who took 

part in our Harry Potter Book Night in February. 

Congratulations to Slytherin, victors of the Triwizard 

Tournament Quiz. We were enormously impressed by the 

creativity of the fancydress costumes. Well done the winner, 

Evie Southall (age 10), for her amazing Hogwarts Express 

costume. Would you like to try your hand at Origami? We’d 
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love to run an Origami workshop in the library so if you’d like 

to learn the art of paper folding then please let us know!  

Sally Moore, CN Library Manager 

TSB supporting The Albion 
The team at Chipping Norton’s TSB branch has raised over 

£2000 in 18 months for their Local Charity Partner, The 

Albion, the day centre in Chippy for adults with learning 

difficulties. Fundraising events have included a sponsored walk, 

raffles, tombolas and pub quizzes. Funds can be used for with 

activities that could not be run otherwise. TSB support a 

different charity each year and, coming to the end of their 

partnership with The Albion, TSB’s Bank Manager in Chipping 

Norton, Michelle Wiggins said, ‘The Albion is a vital part of our 

local community and we’re really proud to have had them as 

our Local Charity Partner. We invited The Albion members to 

the branch at the end of the partnership to present them with 

the cheque. It was such a lovely morning and we are excited 

to see how the funds have helped the charity’. Steph Newbold 

from The Albion said he was hugely grateful to the TSB team 

(pictured here) and that both ‘money and support is helping 

deliver really important services’. At TSB, instead of having a 

centrally chosen Charity of the Year, Partners working locally 

are empowered to support a local cause that shares the 

Bank’s passion for helping local communities thrive. 

Marking VE Day in Chippy  
 On Friday 8 May the Royal British Legion in Chipping Norton 

marks the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. A service 

at St Mary’s Church at 11am will feature stories of some of 

the men who died in the war and music from the time. The 

Legion would like to hear from anyone with memories of VE 

Day in the Town and include these in the service. Afterwards, 

the 40s music and atmosphere continues at the Crown & 

Cushion and with shops, pubs and cafes encouraged to join 

the celebrations. A special limited pin badge will be available 

and a book about men and women of the Town who served 

in the Second World War will be launched, with proceeds 

going to the Poppy Appeal. Further details shortly. If you 

would like to contribute please contact Steve Kingsford on 

stevekingsford@gmail.com or 01295 780716. 

Cotteswood Kitchens closes 
The News understands that local bespoke kitchen company 

Cotteswood, based in Chipping Norton’s Station Yard, closed 

suddenly in January with financial difficulties. Cotteswood had 

been making furniture in their Cotswold workshop since 

1983 supplying customers throughout the UK. It was taken 

over from the original owners recently. 

Donate your winter fuel ££s! 
Oxfordshire senior citizens (over 65) all receive a winter fuel 

payment of between £100 and £300. For many in Chippy this is 

vital to help with energy bills but, for some, it could perhaps be 

used to help others in greater need. Age UK Oxfordshire, 

together with Active Oxfordshire, have teamed up with a 

scheme to help you do this – helping other older people in 

Oxfordshire to become more physically active and combat 

loneliness. Oxford University’s Sir Muir Gray, a long way past 

‘retirement’ age himself but still a champion of public health, 

came up with the Oxfordshire scheme. Muir has written several 

light-hearted books – see Sod Seventy! The Guide to living well and 

his Sod Sitting, Get Moving series. The ‘Share Your Warmth Appeal’ 

specifically encourages people to give their winter fuel 

allowance to the Age UK Oxfordshire scheme. It will fund things 

The cheque handover to the TSB’s Local                                        
Charity Partner, The Albion 
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such as special seated-exercises packs for the housebound, 

group exercise classes, and friendly phone calls to housebound 

older people. See justgiving.com/ campaign/shareyourwarmth or 

send a cheque to Age UK Oxfordshire, 9 Napier Court, Barton 

Lane, Abingdon, OX14 3YT. 

Theatre charity auction  
That’s Your Lot! An ‘extraordinary’ charity auction in aid of 

The Theatre is being held on Friday 13 March – doors open 

6.30. Superb lots on offer include: 

• Holiday apartments in Zermatt and the Algarve 

• Writers, artists, and patisserie workshops 

• Professional recording session at Evolution Studios 

• Dining at QUOD, Gees, Mash Pantry, The Old Mill, and 

more  

• Jack Dee, QI and game show tickets 

• Tickets including Blenheim Palace and Oxford Gin 

Distillery 

Plus much more, including golf, classic sports car racing, yoga, 

personal training, nail art with manicure and pedicure. Entry 

Tickets £12.50 include complimentary aperitif and cocktail 

snacks on arrival, plus cabaret acts throughout the evening. 

Book at www.chippingnortontheatre.com or box office 

642350. 

Eyes down in Great Rollright 
Come and join in at the next Bingo evening on 27 March in 

Great Rollright Village Hall – a light-hearted evening for all – 

young and old. Doors open 7pm, games start at 7.30pm and 

normally finish by 9.15pm. Bar, refreshments and real cash 

prizes every game. This is a non-profit making event and all 

proceeds go towards local causes. Future bingo dates are             

24 April, 22 May and 19 June. Eyes Down, Look In! Information 

at grrbingo@aol.com. 

. . . and Bingo at Highlands 
Fancy a regular game of Bingo? . . . There’s a seesion starting 

7.30 every Tuesday evening at Highlands Day Centre in 

Burford Road, Chipping Norton. Refreshments available. Call 

643320 for further details. 

Hair salons on the move 
In February, before you could say ‘wash, cut and shave’, the 

team from Royals Barbershop had moved from Chipping 

Norton’s Horsefair down to 12 New Street, in a shiny new 

refurbished shop. Also, the new Turkish Barbers, Cousinz, are 

opening, hopefully in February, in Chipping Norton’s Middle 

Row (in the old Deli). There could well be other hair moves 

afoot – so watch this space. 

Mindful mums at ACE Centre 
Why not go along to the ACE Centre 10.30am–12 noon on a 

Monday morning and take some time for yourself, with or 

without your children, from babies to teens! The group is 

facilitated by wellbeing professionals and child carers. Contact 

Wellbeing and Self Care, The Rainbow Room at the ACE 

Centre, Chipping Norton OX7 5DZ 

Boutique ladies’ clothes sale 
The North Cotswold Cancer Research Fundraising Group, 

with many supporters in Chipping Norton, is holding a 

boutique-style ladies’ clothes sale on Thursday 5 and Friday 6 

March 12–8pm at the Barn, New Inn, Middleton Cheney 

OX17 2ND. Find yourself something special for an occasion, a 

holiday outfit or just a little something new. Many items are 

unworn, still with labels. Also new/gently worn shoes, 

handbags and jewellery. Everything under £20 (cash/cheque 

only please). The event is supported by Macintyers Estate 

Agents, Magenta Self Storage and local businesses: Lisa’s 

Perfumed and Pampered fragrances, and Kate’s Greenery. 

Free entry and changing area. More details: Helen 07795 

196306 helen.h.harman@hotmail.com. All proceeds go to 

Cancer Research UK. 

John Anthony Brain 1960-2020 
With much regret and sadness 

we announce the recent death 

of John Brain, on 29 January, 

following a long illness. John, 

the second son of Alan and 

Joan Brain was born in 

Chipping Norton Hospital on 

17 May 1960. He attended 

Chippy schools and on leaving, 

entered the butchery trade, 

working for a time as Butchery 

Manager at the old Co-op and 

later opening his own shop in 

Charlbury. A well liked and 

popular chap, his passion was 

his athletic prowess. He ran in five London Marathons, many 

half-marathons and cycling races. He was an enthusiastic 

member of Hook Norton Harriers and also played both 

cricket and football in Chippy. He is survived by his father 

Alan, his two brothers and his four children, John Jnr, Lee, 

Rosie and Zoe. In recent years his three grandchildren, Sidney, 

Grace and Nanci brought great pleasure into his life. He will 

be remembered with love, by all of his family.  

Estelle Brain 

Nigel Clifford MBE 
Col Nigel Clifford, a past mayor and honorary townsman of 

Woodstock has died aged 88. While mainly a Woodstock man, 

he will be known to some in Chipping Norton as he gained a 

scholarship at the Grammar School here in the 1940s, 

became head boy and went on to Bristol University in the 

1950s. He had a distinguished 30-year military career latterly 

commanding the 39 Engineer Regiment. On retirement to 

Woodstock he had an active role in many civic and town 

affairs.  
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PCSO Josh Peck 
Josh joined the Chipping Norton team 
in November last year and sent this to 
the News: I am settling in well with 

my colleagues and the Town. I have 

previous experience dealing with 

the public, as I performed a number 

of roles at a large supermarket 

before joining the police. I have 

found Chippy to be a very nice and 

friendly community, although I’ve 

already identified a few local issues 

that I’m keen to get stuck into. One of them is the subject 

of speeding through our towns and villages. I will be working 

with the community and my colleagues to try to make our 

roads safer.  

Joining Thames Valley Police is always something that I’ve 

fancied doing as I’ve had an interest in policing for some time. 

Eventually, I want to join up as a constable; however, I’m 

enjoying this role at the moment and the challenges that it 

brings. Outside of work, I love travelling – I’ve already been to 

many different places – and I enjoy playing football and 

badminton.  

In other news, we had four thefts from vehicles in Chippy 

last month. Please ensure that you don’t leave valuables in 

your cars or vans unnecessarily, especially power tools and 

electrical items. Consider using a sign on your van saying that 

no tools are left there overnight. Thieves will choose vehicles 

where they think they have the best chance of stealing 

something. For more advice contact us on 101.  

 
This month’s crime update 
Attacks on cats – A pet kitten 

had to have its eye removed after 

being shot with an air rifle in 

Chadlington on the night of 13 

January. Vets removed a rifle pellet. 

Six-month-old Mia’s owner, Judith 

Jackson, told the press she was 

shocked and horrified, and said 

other pet owners had come 

forward with suspicions there 

could be a repeat offender in 

action. The Witney Gazette 

reported that the village community had been very 

supportive – including setting up a crowdfunding page to help 

with the vet’s bills. Other recent reports have included one 

cat covered in petrol and others with tails ‘gloved’. Anyone 

with information can call police on 101, quoting reference 961 

of 14/1/20. If you need to report cruelty or an animal in 

distress, you can also call the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999. 

Old Police Station vandalised – Police report that 

Chipping Norton’s empty former police station had several 

windows smashed on the night of 22 January. The building has 

apparently been bought by someone planning a residential 

development. Call 101 quoting reference  43200025741 with 

any information. 

Town pickpockets – Police report pickpockets in and 

around Town. On 20 January between 12.45 and 1pm outside 

the Town Hall, an elderly person was approached by a female 

with a petition for signing – then another female caused a 

distraction. The victim discovered money lost later. Similar 

incidents have happened in Witney and locally. Call 101 

quoting reference 43200022129  with information.  

Latest crime statistics – December saw 62 crimes 

recorded in the Chipping Norton neighbourhood (which 

includes nearby villages). Again, the largest category saw 29 

logged as ‘violence and sexual offences’ many of which, as the 

News reported last month, involve domestic violence and are 

often ‘hidden indoors’ with potentially more incidents not 

reported. PC Rob Webb led a discussion on this, and the kind 

of support needed, at January’s Town Council meeting. 

Approximately half of such incidents end up being classified as 

‘non-crime’. PC Webb stressed that decisions to take or not 

take action took into account the best interests of victims and 

often their children. A national report in January by Her 

Majesty’s inspectorates highlighted potential issues with too 

many cases being dropped or not acted upon. Other crimes 

in December included criminal damage and arson (12), theft 

and burglaries (13), vehicle crime (3), public order and 

antisocial behaviour (2), and drugs (2).  

 

 

Police and community safety 
This month includes reports from police and local press, crime statistics from Police.uk and a profile of Chippy’s 

new PCSO Josh Peck
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Nathan and Kerry bought Whistlers 

last autumn and were looking forward 

to their new project when Nathan 

unfort-unately broke his leg and found 

himself encased in plaster and unable 

to walk for many weeks! So they 

didn’t get off to a wonderful start. 

However, he is close to mended now 

and was pleased to welcome me and 

three guests for lunch. Not a lot has 

changed but a new chef who has come 

from The Crown at Enstone has just 

started and hopes to make his mark on the menu. Pizzas are 

now available at lunch and in the evening and on a Tuesday night 

you can buy one pizza and get the second free. Thursday is a 

Steak Night with steak and wine for two for £40.They are 

hoping to open all day Saturday in the near future.  

We settled down for lunch and, for starters, two had soup 

and two the deep-fried brie. The soup was a delicious sweet 

potato and thyme, rich, creamy and bursting with flavour 

accompanied by crusty 

ciabatta bread. The 

deep-fried brie with 

honey and pine nuts on 

a bed of salad was 

excellent and two of 

the party decided to 

have it for a main 

course with chips. I 

elected to have the 

venison casserole which 

was on the specials 

board and it proved to be a good choice. Tender venison in a 

rich gravy with creamy mashed potato and green sprouting 

broccoli. The vegetables unfortunately were undercooked and 

it was impossible to eat the stems but otherwise a thoroughly 

satisfying dish. The fourth member of our party chose the 

Tabbouleh, avocado and pomegranate salad with toasted seeds 

and rocket and was very happy with 

her meal, along with a generous 

portion of chips.  

Unfortunately our guests had to 

make a hurried exit due to a family 

emergency so we didn’t spend as 

much time as we would have liked. 

Bearing this in mind Trevor and I 

decided to return a few days later to 

try it all over again. Trevor again had 

soup. This time leek and potato and 

once more it was delicious. As he was 

not very hungry he chose a sandwich to go with it. I do not 

know where their bread comes from, but it is so crusty with a 

soft fluffy centre. It is worth visiting just to sample the bread, 

both the slices with the soup and the sandwiches. I elected to 

have fish and chips. The 

batter was crispy but 

not too thick so the 

flavour of the fish was 

not compromised and 

the chips were excellent 

as they had been on our 

former visit. I could quite 

happily visit and just eat 

bread and chips, they are 

so good! 

Of course, 

Whistlers is not just 

about eating. They serve 

excellent coffee and tea 

and also have an 

impressive list of 22 

cocktails. You will be made welcome however much you want 

and, with the longer and hopefully warmer days coming, it is 

very pleasant to get a drink and sit outside and watch the world 

go by. 

Bon Appetit! 

Lunchtime Treats at Whistlers 
Continuing our occasional features on local eateries, the News Team’s Sue Hadland went to visit Whistlers Café 

Bar and Restaurant in Chipping Norton’s Middle Row to see how its new owners are settling in.

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

 Get ready for 

Chipping Norton 
Literary Festival  
23rd – 26th April 2020 
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Top Ten Veggie Towns 
Jeremy Clarkson, the area’s resident celebrity carnivore, 

famously left the BBC after an argument about a steak and 

has, according to The Times, 
labelled veganism a ‘disability’. 

Jeremy may be dismayed to 

hear that he is living in a 

hotbed of vegetarianism. The 
Times reports that Chippy is 

one of the top towns with the 

highest proportion of 

vegetarians in the country. It 

stands at number 10 in the list 

produced by Experian, an information services company. The 

results, using information gleaned from a survey of 60,000 

people, are almost as surprising as the stunning success of the 

Greggs vegan sausage roll. Strangely, there are no cities on the 

list due to the fact that although many, like Brighton, are 

renowned for vegetarian restaurants, the proportion of 

vegetarians in the area is less. So, alongside Malmesbury in 

Wiltshire, Ashbourne in Derbyshire and Saffron Walden in 

Essex, Chippy seems to be the place where veggies like to live. 

So how vegetarian friendly is Chippy?  
How are all these people catered for? 

Where are all the specialist shops and 

restaurants? Well, they are virtually 

non-existent. The manager of 

Midcounties Co-op says sales of 

vegan and vegetarian food are 

increasing all the time but so are sales 

of dairy-free and gluten-free products 

which leads him to believe it is more fashionable trends that 

are driving sales. Adrian at M&S Food does not have a full 

year’s figures to go on yet but has noticed an increase and also 

remarked how the company were expanding their range of 

products. Cassandra, assistant manager at Aldi, made the 

point that we have just finished Veganuary during which time 

sales have risen; she also remarked on the ever-expanding 

range of products in the store. 

What about Chippy’s pubs? 
Well, all of them offer vegetarian 

options and they are becoming more 

interesting and ambitious. At The 
Fox you can sample vegetable 

moussaka and chickpea and lentil 

curry. The Chequers offers wild 

mushroom gratin and veg arancini 

with a saffron cauliflower puree, The 
Blue Boar can be visited for spiced 

tomato lentil pie, and Bitter & Twisted 

do a vegan burger or a sweet potato, 

coconut, radicchio, rocket, vegan feta and pomegranate salad 

with chilli and ginger dressing. These are just a few of the 

dishes on offer locally. Whistlers also has a good selection 

including delicious deep-fried brie and wonderful soups.  

Would vegans want to live in Chippy?  
Unlike vegetarians, vegans are opposed to any sort of animal 

products or activity. Many are opposed to hunting, and 

perhaps wouldn’t want 

to be near racing studs, 

fish farms or animal 

husbandry so with all 

these activities around 

them in the Cotswold 

countryside it does not 

sound the perfect 

environment for them. 

Vegetarians can perhaps 

tolerate rural life a bit 

more as they need their 

dairy and eggs. 

Provenance is another 

factor, and with the farmers’ market (pictured), farm shops 

and local producers around, Chippy vegetarians can be 

confident in the local produce they purchase.  

So is Chipping Norton a growing hot bed of veggies? The 

Vegetarian Society says that only 2–3 per cent of the UK 

population maintains a full-time vegetarian or vegan diet – but 

numbers are growing. Last summer Sainsbury's suggested that 

a quarter of us in the UK are expected to be vegetarian by 

2025! Readers’ views are all welcome. 

Chippy as a Vegetarian Haven – True or False? 
In January, The Times reported that Chipping Norton was in the top 10 UK places ‘most likely to be vegetarian’. 

The News Team’s Sue Hadland investigated.

  Ladies, if you have ever wanted to give golf a 
go or you are thinking of starting again then the 

Ladies Academy @ Taddy is made for you… 

Starting with a FREE taster session on 
Saturday 28th March followed by 2 group 

lessons each week for 6 weeks! 

The lessons will be provided by our PGA 
Professional John Stubbs & his team with the 
aim of building your confidence and delivering 
coaching that is both effective for you but most 

importantly ENJOYABLE 

For more information or to sign up for the taster 
session on March 28th please email: 

golfopsmanager@tadmartongolf.com          
or telephone 01608 737278  

Tadmarton Heath Golf Club, Wiggington, Banbury, OX15 5HL 
www.tadmartongolf.com 

The 
Ladies 
Academy 
@ Taddy
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Brexit – what happens next? 
We are out of the EU, but what happens to our farming 

support – at a time when many small farms are struggling and 

farmers are leaving the industry? The current ‘Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP) Direct Payments Scheme’ stops 

next year for the UK – so the UK Government has to replace 

it. First, in January, an immediate £3 billion fund was 

announced to keep support going. One issue is whether it will 

continue at an adequate level. Local MP Robert Courts, who 

is now himself in 

the ministerial team 

at DEFRA, said this 

was ‘good news for 

West Oxfordshire 

farmers’. He says 

the cash injection 

will allow the 

funding for Direct 

Payments for 2020 

to continue at the 

same level as 2019 

and supplement the remaining EU funding that farmers will 

receive for development projects until 2023 at the latest. 

Perhaps, more importantly, in February the Government 

introduced a new Agriculture Bill, that could radically change 

the way all our farmers are rewarded with public money. 

Instead of paying simply for land use – the system will now 

focus much more on ‘public money for public goods’. Theresa 

Villiers, DEFRAs’ now replaced, cabinet minister, promised ‘a 

simpler, fairer funding system – one that rewards farmers for 

enhancing our environment and safeguarding our high animal 

welfare standards.’  

A Chippy farmer’s view 
The News asked local 

Over Norton farmer 

Mike Kettlewell for his 

view. Mike (pictured)  and 

other local farmers are 

leading the way on 

sustainable farming. He 

welcomes the shift in 

direction saying ‘if the 

whole CAP pot was 

diverted towards 

delivering public goods, 

better still, enhanced and 

managed well, then 

farmers could deliver the 

changes needed to 

combat climate change 

and the current 

ecological collapse’. But 

the devil will be in the detail and Mike said that, at a recent 

local meeting of AONB with the minister about the changes 

to the payments scheme, no audience hands went up showing 

confidence in the 

Government ’s  

ability to deliver. 

Mike said, ‘past 

S t e w a r d s h i p  

schemes have 

been difficult to 

access, pres-

criptive, process 

driven, with no -

attention to out-

come’ with the Government’s management of it ‘dilatory, 

unresponsive and incompetent’. Even under Brussels, in fact, 

the UK Government had freedoms to do it all better.  

Mike wants the ‘still only half cooked’ new scheme to 

have clear objectives that properly ‘include food production, 

carbon capture and the restoration of damaged ecosystems’ 

and then be focused on outcomes and ‘attractive, 

unbureaucratic and worthwhile for farmers delivering the 

scheme’. The Government is set to match both old and new 

funding methods until 2024 – eventually moving to only ‘public 

goods’. Mike’s final concern was that the Government might 

simply see this as a means of reducing overall support for the 

rural economy – with the risk that many small farms could fail 

particularly in a de-regulated market.  

FarmED education centre launched  
An important local initiative on the future of our agriculture 

sees the launch 

this April of 

FarmED – a 

major education 

centre for the 

next generation 

of farmers. It has 

a newly built 

conference and 

teaching centre, 

based at Honey-

dew Farm near 

Shipton under 

Wychwood, and 

is being led by 

experts in 

regenerative agriculture and sustainable food systems – at 

local, regional and international levels. The venture was the 

inspiration of Ian Wilkinson of Cotswold Seeds, who have 

invested substantially in the centre – supported by a 

significant Cotswold LEADER grant. Its new Director is 

Jonathan Brunyee, himself a local farmer but also a senior 

academic at the Royal Agricultural University and industry 

champion. The News Team went to visit FarmED and Jonathan 

spoke passionately about bringing the best research and 

innovative practice to our current and future farmers. Why 

not go and visit on one of their upcoming open days. See 

www.farmED.co.uk 

 

 

Our Farming Futures 
With climate change and a post-Brexit world top of the list, the farming industry – including 

around Chipping Norton – faces challenges and opportunities.                                     
The News reports.

Robert Courts ‘down on the farm’

Jonathan Brunyee Director of FarmED

2021 –  the post Brexit Countryside 
Stewardship scheme will start

FARMING FOCUS
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Chipping Norton itself is a good start. Amble round and see 

many gardens such The 

Leys, and Diston’s Lane 

and then wander in Pool 

Meadow and St Mary’s 

Churchyard – where 

snowdrops have been 

blooming. The verges 

into Heythrop (OX7 

5TL) are awash with 

snowdrops and Swerford 

(OX7 4BA) is also good 

for a variety of spring 

flowers. Both villages are 

worth a visit. Chippy 

Ramblers recently 

walked from Enstone 

Church (OX7 4NN). The 

churchyard was full of winter aconites and primroses. They 

also saw daisies, speedwell and beautiful hazel catkins waiting 

for the female red flowers to emerge. Masses of daffodils and 

narcissi should be out soon.   

 
The News Team’s Alison Huitt suggests some wonderful spring walks in our local countryside 

As I sit writing this in February, Storm Ciara rain is lashing down on my window from a donkey 
grey, cloud covered ‘sky’ and the amber alert Cotswolds forecast warns of flying debris and 
building damage. My oak tree of a Cotswold cottage is bravely resisting the onslaught. My SAD 
lamp persuades me the sun’s out so I’m remembering last Friday’s morning walk from the 
delightful village of Blockley where the snowdrops and burgeoning daffodils suggest Spring is 
around the corner. Being out in nature and the sight of spring flowers bring such therapeutic 
pleasure and joy. So where else? Here is a taster of some local ideas. 

Wychwood Wild Garden – is located on the south side of 

Shipton-under-Wychwood. It’s owned by members of the 

local community and is open at all times to visitors. Dogs are 

welcome on a lead. The Wood itself is a magical place and 

there is the possibility of extending your visit with a walk 

beyond it. Postcode: OX7 6DG

Batsford Arboretum – is on our doorstop and is full of 

snowdrops, winter 

aconite, daffodils, 

blossom…. You 

could book your 

toddler into 

Batsford Forest 

School for tots on 

Friday 27 March.  

Bookings in 

advance on 01386 

701441. Postcode: 

GL56 9AB 

Foxholes Nature Reserve – is a tranquil woodland sloping 

down to the River Evenlode with year-round colour and 

wildlife interest, but it is particularly noted for its springtime 

bluebells. Managed by Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust, this 

66ha (165 acre) reserve has a 1.75 mile Wildlife Walk clearly 

marked with badger waymarkers (at OX7 6QE). Download 

the leaflet from www.oxfordshirecotswolds.org   

Oddington Woods – are also well known for its bluebells 

flowering in 

April/May or 

maybe earlier 

this year. A 

circular walk 

starting from the 

13th century 

church of St 

Andrew (OX5 

2RA) leads to the 

Otmoor RSPB 

nature reserve. Find a walks guide on  theguardian.com/travel.

Sherborne Park Estate – is slightly further afield (National 

Trust) GL54 3DT 

has an ideal walk 

for families 

taking one and a 

half hours. The 

route takes in 

peaceful farm-

land with many 

pretty woodland, 

flowers and the 

village. Highlights 

include the lovely views over the Church Sherborne Brook, 

and lots of wildlife to spot including farmland birds. 

SPRING FEATURE
Spring into Spring
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The Theatre 
Jeeves & Wooster in Perfect Nonsense: a standing ovation 

Adapted from the works of P G Wodehouse by the Goodale 

Brothers, this is the latest Homegrown co-production at The 

Theatre with the Barn Theatre, Cirencester. From the outset, 

the audience’s chuckles turned into gales of laughter as 

Bertie’s situations grew ever more disastrous and 

incriminating. Two of the three actors hilariously played a 

multitude of parts, sometimes in incredibly quick succession, 

embellishing Bertie’s wild narrative. Andrew Ashford, as the 

supercilious Jeeves – at about 6’6” – suddenly appeared as a 

(towering) simpering, coy girl, while Andrew Cullum as 

Seppings, Aunt Dahlia’s diminutive butler, became Roderick 

Spode, the vicious seven-foot tall Black-Shorts leader. One 

highlight saw Jeeves appear dressed on each side as alternative 

characters with different voices. Matthew Cavendish as Bertie 

led this play-within-a-play at astonishing speed, all based 

around (would you believe) a silver cow creamer falling into 

the wrong hands time and time again. Set and costume 

designer, Alex Marker, deserves special mention for the 

ingenious set with its intricacies and visual impact. The bed, 

bath and car scenes work terrifically well as do the sound 

effects with actors using almost off-stage tiny doors and bells 

to indicate appropriate moves on-stage. The play now tours 

the country until 31 May. For venues and dates see 

www.jeevesandwooster.co.uk. 

Out of the Blue – 8 March Workshop & Concert (part of 

CN Music Festival). This award-winning all-male a cappella 

Oxford Universities’ student group, first formed in 2000, have 

featured many times on TV and are regulars at the Edinburgh 

Fringe, have released charity singles, feature on YouTube, and 

support Helen & Douglas House. Workshop: Work alongside 

the group and learn how they approach their singing and 

movement; learn a song, in harmony parts, to be performed in 

the concert; great opportunity to experience popular 

repertoire and take on a new singing challenge. Participants 

should have some experience of group singing and be 

confident using their voice and singing for enjoyment. Sunday 

8 March 4pm. Participants £10 + concert ticket. Workshop 

participants must book a concert ticket. Under 18s have free 

concert tickets but they must be accompanied by a full paying 

adult. Concert: Sunday 8 March 7pm. Adults £15. NUS 

Cardholders £5. Under 18s free (alongside adult). 

Friends’ event: The Greatest Showman – Friday 27 March 

7.30pm. Join the Friends of Chippy Theatre for a special 

screening of one of the decade’s biggest films. Inspired by the 

imagination of P T Barnum, this original musical celebrates the 

birth of show business and tells of a visionary rising from 

nothing to create a spectacle and a worldwide sensation. With 

some of the most popular film tunes ever, this is guaranteed 

to be the greatest night for everyone! Come and sing, dress 

up, and eat popcorn if you wish. But having fun is not optional 

– it’s a must! 

Gallery Exhibition: Andy Fergusson – 9 March to 3 April. 

‘In my new exhibition, 

the paintings scan 

three decades 

showing my obsession 

with straight lines, 

colour and realism. 

There are examples of 

my travels to Venice 

and also my attempts 

to capture the beauty 

of the Cotswolds and 

surrounding area. My 

work of late has 

progressed to more 

figurative paintings and I have moved from small intricate 

paintings to large canvases whilst still trying to maintain the 

detail that I so enjoy. I hope that my work will appear to some 

as capturing the man-made beauty of buildings while not, I 

hope, alienating those who enjoy an artist who uses his 

imagination.’ Free entry. Saturday between 1pm and 3pm and 

before and during the interval of public performances and 

screenings. 

THE ARTS
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Chipping Norton Music Festival  
Fri 6 – Sat 21 March 
Youth Jazz Band Challenge – 

Friday 6 March 7pm. The 108th Music 

Festival opens with this popular event 

at Chipping Norton School. Audience tickets for this and all 

Festival classes cost £2 per day. A Festival Pass is £6 and 

admits one person to all classes and the Children’s Workshop 

Presentations but not other concert events. Tickets from Jaffé 

& Neale or on the door. Classes are in the Town Hall. Details 

of other special concerts are below.  

Out of the Blue – Sunday 8 March a cappella Workshop              

4-5pm & Concert 7pm – see Theatre article opposite.  

Anthony Williams, Craig Ogden and Claire Bradshaw 
– Sunday 15 March 7.30pm The Town Hall. President Williams 

(Piano) & Vice-President Ogden (Guitar) are huge Festival 

supporters and have also adjudicated recent classes. Teaming 

up with international opera singer Claire Bradshaw (Mezzo) 

they’ve created a programme which includes combinations of 

the three works by Castelnuovo-Tedesco and Boccherini. 

Tickets £13 Adults, £5 NUS, Under 18s free. Book via 

chippingnortontheatre.com or 642350.  

Folk Night – Thursday 19 March 7.30pm in The Chequers. 

An informal evening with the feel of a traditional folk night. 

Space for individuals or groups to perform with feedback 

from an adjudicator, like regular Festival classes.  Everyone will 

be welcome to take part – feedback by the eminent David 

Oliver, a leading Northumbrian dance band accordionist and 

caller. A passionate and engaging advocate of traditional music 

and dance, he loves to encourage everyone to be happy, 

confident and enthusiastic about participating in our great 

musical traditions. Free entry – Performers pay £5. 

Tickets@cnmf.org.uk or at Jaffé & Neale. 

Festival Concert – Saturday 21 March 7.30pm The Town 

Hall. This is the finale to the two weeks, showcasing some of 

the best acts and performances from the participants. Various 

trophies and prizes are also awarded from sponsors and 

supporters. Entrance Fee: £6 Adults, £3 NUS, Under 18s free. 

Tickets at cnmf.org.uk or at general sale at Jaffé & Neale. 

Adderbury Ensemble Concert – Sunday 22 March 

7.30pm in The Town Hall. The programme is finally topped off 

on Sunday with the Adderbury Ensemble with Viv McLean 

(piano) performing Mozart: String Quartet no 15 in D minor, 

K421/417b; Schumann: Piano Quintet in E flat major, op 44. 

Tickets from adderburyensemble.com. 

Festival Diary Dates 
Chiplitfest 2020 23-26 April around Chipping Norton town 

centre. An action packed weekend of talks and events with  

authors and literary celebrities. The official launch is 23 

February, tickets for 

Festival Friends go on 

sale on 24 February 

and on general sale 

on 2 March. Authors 

visit 16 local schools 

on 25 March. Details 

chiplitfest.com. 

A pre-festival 

event on Thursday 26 

March, 7.45pm at the 

Theatre, sees Prue 
Leith and niece 

Peta (pictured), launch their new book, The Vegetarian Kitchen. 

Tickets via the Theatre. 

Artweeks Festival Oxfordshire, 2-25 May. Festival guide 

from artweeks.org/festival. North Oxfordshire’s dates are the 

middle week: 9-17 May. There are a variety of exhibitions: 

some artists open their studios, others team up to host group 

shows. CNarts will again be exhibiting at The Theatre, 9-17 

May with work from Andrew Wildman: Comic book Art & 

Illustration; Susannah King: Abstract Acrylic Canvases; Kerry 

Forkner: Textiles; Lisa Hughes: Repurposed & upcycled 

'whimsicals'; Sally Logan: Painting. No theme this year but the 

artists showing are CNarts members who are not showing 

elsewhere – an exclusive exhibition. Artists will attend at 

various times in the week. All are welcome to the free 

Artweeks exhibitions, both to enjoy the artists’ work and to 

chat about their materials and methods. 

Cornbury Festival Friday 10–Sunday 12 July. Promoter 

Hugh Phillimore has announced only two names so far, saying 

‘we are keeping a few surprises up our sleeve by announcing 

our other artists one day at a time over the next few months’.  

However, the two revealed are the huge stars Van Morrison 

and Dido, sharing top billing at Great Tew Park on the opening 

night. Friday day tickets and weekend tickets are already on 

sale from www.cornburyfestival.com. So keep checking the 

website for further artist announcements. 

Cropredy 2020 Festival Thursday 13–Saturday 15 August. 

Fairport will open the Festival on Thursday and headline on 

Saturday. Also appearing on Thursday are Thumping Tommys, 

Edward II, Clannad and the Trevor Horn Band. On Friday: 

Maddie Morris, Emily Barker, Steve Hackett, and on Saturday 

Richard Digance and Bar-Steward Sons of Val Doonican. Full 

line-up and tickets at www.fairportconvention.com. 

Wilderness Festival is at Cornbury Park in Charlbury from 

30 July to 3 August: a ‘boutique UK music festival, an easy-

going programme of music, theatre, art, comedy and 

incredible food and drink’. Tickets from 

www.wildernessfestival.com.  

The Big Feastival, one of the UK's most popular family 

festivals for food and music lovers, is again at the Kingham 

farm run by legendary Blur bassist, Alex James: 28–30 August. 

(Apologies from the News for calling Alex a drummer last 

month!). 

Photo: David Loftus
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Local news and events 
Nortonians Amateur Dramatic Society – To celebrate 

Martin Hannant’s 50 

years in the 

Nortonians, the group 

gave him a framed 

photo of his latest 

performance.  In 

admiration of his 

efforts in over 70 

shows, the Nortonians 

also donated £100 to a 

charity of his choice, 

the British Heart 

Foundation. Martin’s favourite role over the years was the 

lead in Sweeney Todd, which was sponsored by Bowyers 

Sausages!  He has also been Oxfordshire Dame of the Year – 

perhaps not something fully understood outside the acting 

community! The Nortonians all wish Martin well in his future 

thespian ventures. In June the Nortonians will perform a one 

act play and a radio play based on the War of the Worlds. If 
you’d like to be part of these, either assisting backstage or 

acting on-stage, text David Simkin on 07579 050390. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds Wednesday 11 March 11am.  

Royal Collectors: Victoria and Albert with Susan Owens. Queen 

Victoria and Prince Albert expressed their love for each other 

through art. At every birthday, Christmas and wedding 

anniversary, they exchanged gifts of paintings, sculpture and 

jewellery. They commissioned artists to record their lives 

together. Keen amateur artists, they also made watercolours 

THE ARTS

and etchings that give us glimpses into their family life. This 

lecture tells the story of these royal patrons and collectors 

who were every bit as passionate about art as they were 

about each other. Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford 

OX18 4RZ. Non-members welcome (suggested donation 

£10).  See theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

Chipping Norton Choral Society Saturday 4 April 7.30pm 

at St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Deddington. After the hugely 

successful Christmas Concert, the Society presents a Spring 

Concert of Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle. One of the 

most cheerful Requiem Masses ever written – it is certainly 

the shortest! Alongside the glorious singing will be the rare 

Black Mustel harmonium played by the UK’s pre-eminent 

organist, Anne Page, from the Royal Academy of Music. The 

harmonium, affectionately known as Black Beauty, is being 

hired especially for the concert. It was built in 1880 by Mustel, 

considered the Rolls Royce of instrument makers, and has 

been described as ‘a joy to play, being a truly well-oiled 

instrument’. Anne will also include a selection of harmonium 

pieces and a duet with pianist Stewart Taylor. Conductor 

Peter Hunt, said, ‘Performing Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle 
on a harmonium of this calibre with Anne Page playing it, plus 

of course first class soloists and our magnificent choir, will be 

a treat for me and the audience. Book early to be sure of a 

seat’. For tickets see cncs.org.uk. 

Burford Singers Saturday 4 April 7.30pm at Church of St 

John the Baptist, Burford. Bach’s St John Passion. Leader: 

Theresa Caudle, Conductor: Brian Kay. Online booking at 

burfordsingers.org.uk/box-office. Unreserved seats only from 

Mad Hatter Bookshop, High Street, Burford. 

Every Tuesday morning at 8am, starting in early 2019, 

Chipping Norton artists Crabby Taylor and Judith Yarrow 

have been meeting at Glyme Lane (behind the Leisure 

Centre and school in Chipping 

Norton) to record and find 

inspiration from drawing and 

painting directly from what they 

found there. Crabby Taylor makes 

Raku and smoke-fired ceramics and 

Judith Yarrow is a mixed-media 

landscape artist. Their work 

includes the William Fowler 

Allotments, the Millennium 

Memorial Wood, beehives and the 

footpath up to Glyme Farm. Next 

to join the project were Jill 

Colchester with her dynamic figure 

drawings of allotment holders and 

beekeepers and poet Mo Browne 

who has written a poem for the 

project. Since then, other artists have joined them including 

allotment holder Carol Harvey, Ruth Shaw-Williams with 

her book of sheds, and stained-glass artist Anna Gillespie.  

The artists have experimented using soil and other 

gathered material directly in their work, making inks and 

printing and for firing ceramics. The work spans a whole year 

of changing seasons and has been an evolving project.  

Glyme Lane will be affected by 

nearby house-building plans and there 

is the real possibility of a relief road 

cutting through this area. The artists 

feel it’s important to acknowledge 

what this area, with its ancient track, 

longstanding allotments, organic 

farmland and refuge for nature, means 

to people in Chipping Norton and to 

record it at this moment in time. The 

exhibition will include recordings, by 

Lucy Parker and sound engineer and 

producer Nick Parker, of allotment 

holders, those involved in the William 

Fowler Memorial Wood, Glyme Farm 

and beekeeping, talking about what 

Glyme Farm means to them.  

Following on from this exhibition, the artists will be 

taking part in Oxfordshire Artweeks at different local 

venues, often in their studios. See www.artweeks.org for 

details of venues.     

The Glyme Lane Project 
A fascinating creative project, started early in 2019, is producing sound recordings and some extraordinary visual art and 
writing from spending time up at Glyme Lane, the William Fowler Allotments and the Memorial Wood. The results will be 

on show at an Exhibition in The Gallery at Chipping Norton Theatre from 3 April to 4 May. Here’s a taster. 

The Project encompasses Allotments, Wood, 
beehives, track, farmland: Poem, paintings, 

drawings, mixed-media, ceramics, artist book, 
stained glass & sound recordings
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SPORTS NEWS

Leisure Centre Open Day 

Chipping Norton Leisure Centre is inviting local residents to 

try out its facilities and activities at a special open day on 

Saturday 21 March. 

Free activities and sessions on the day include:  

• Gym tasters sessions with Fitness Instructor  

• Swimming lessons for children & adult improvers 

(book with centre) 

• Bouncy castle & kids sports 

• Pickleball (great family sports) 

• Yoga  

Phil Stanley, Community Sports Officer, said, ‘Our open day is 

all about having a go and having fun. The activities have been 

designed to suit all abilities and levels of fitness. We hope to 

encourage all members of the community to come and join 

us and enjoy the health and social benefits that an active 

lifestyle can offer.’ He hopes that locals will be inspired by the 

free taster sessions to sign up to the regular classes and 

sessions available at the Leisure Centre. For further 

information on the programme for the day and other 

activities please email ChippingNorton@GLL.ORG or visit 

www.better.org.uk   

Swimathon 
Swimathon, the world’s 

biggest annual fundraising 

swim is on 29 March 9-

11am at CN Leisure 

Centre. Swimmers are 

encouraged to raise 

funds for this year’s joint 

charity partners, Cancer 

Research UK and Marie 

Curie. Individuals can 

swim either 400m, 1.5km, 

2.5km, 5km or the Triple 

5km challenge, while 

teams of 2-4 swimmers can tackle timed challenge of 1.5km 

or 5km. Philip Stanley Community Sports Officer for Better, 

West Oxfordshire said, ‘With a wide range of team and 

individual challenges available, it really is a Swim for all’. For 

more information or to register visit www.swimathon.org  If 

you would like to volunteer on the day visit  

www.swimathon.org/about/volunteer’ 

Table Tennis 
Chippy table tennis continues to meet every Wednesday 

evening from 7-9 at the Leisure Centre. We are also looking 

for a new venue so if anyone can help please could they get 

in touch by emailing chippytabletennis@mail.com. 

Ricky Giblin 

Town Sports Awards 
We received a number of very good nominations for the 

Awards. Thank you to everyone who nominated an individual 

sportsperson or a team. My small team of independent judges 

picked the winners, I organised the trophies and certificate 

frames. John at Witney Trophies engraved the trophies and 

medals. Deputy Town Clerk, Kay Linnington in the Town 

Clerk’s office, produces the certificates and the Town Council 

covers the rest of the expenditure which they budget for each 

year. Thank you to Better at the Leisure Centre for 

sponsoring the Olympic Legacy Medals and Shields. Look out 

for a report and pictures of the Awards Ceremony in next 

month’s Chippy News. Well done the winners and the Town. 

Graham Beacham 

Hook Norton Harriers 
If you've started doing 

the Chippy School 

parkrun on Saturday 

mornings (as covered in 

last month's News), and 

have got the running bug, 

why not think about 

joining your friendly local 

running club? Hook 

Norton Harriers are 

based at the Hook 

Norton Sports and Social Club. We're a small but friendly 

club, catering for all abilities. Our main session is on a Tuesday 

evening at 7pm, where we have groups running various speeds 

and distances – and we always make sure that nobody is left 

behind. If you would like to join us for a trial session, please contact 

us by emailing membership@hooknortonharriers.org.uk. 

We also usually have members at the Chippy School, Fire 

Service College and Banbury parkruns each week, so if 

you spot someone in our kit, do come and say hello! 

Nell Darby 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
The Club attended the Partnership 

Primary Schools Gala on 22 January at 

the Leisure Centre. This was run by 

Chipping Norton year 12 Sports Leaders, 

supported by 4SSC coaches and volunteers. It was a fantastic 

event, with our Head Coach Kim Weetman commenting that 

it was the highest standard of swimming yet seen at the Gala. 

A presentation was then held in the sports hall where the 

primary school pupils listened to our inspirational club 

captains talking about their experiences at 4SSC and what it’s 

like to be a club member. Over 40 children were handed 

certificates of commendation inviting them along for a club 

trial. We were delighted when over half of these attended a 

session on 1 February with more booked in for the next trial 

in March. Congratulations to St Mary’s who won the Big 

Schools category, Enstone the Small Schools winner and to 

everyone who took part. A big thank you to all who helped to 

make this such a successful event 

You don’t have to wait until the next gala to be invited for 

a trial. If you would like to join our small friendly club please 

contact membership@4ssc.co.uk for more information 

Heidi Portlock 

Hooky Harriers Jules, Lisa and 
Graham still smiling after a recent race
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SPORTS NEWS

Chipping Norton Cricket Club  
At this time of the year the 

Cricket Club starts to get 

organised for the coming league 

season, which begins in May. We 

have held our first committee 

meeting and started to plan 

indoor nets and work on the 

ground. This photo shows the 

startling change to the ground 

scenery, which you will have 

noticed if you have driven past 

recently. The poles pictured 

have been erected to support a 

net which will protect cars and 

the new houses from being hit 

by cricket balls. I was surprised 

how tall the poles are –  the 

houses on the adjacent Pillars 

development seem very close to the ground. The housing 

developer Bloor Homes is paying for the net and the future 

homeowners will pay into a management fund for continuing 

maintenance. So we hope the new houses will not cost us 

money! Bloor has also supplied the striking new signs for the 

Club and moved our entrance to what should be a safer 

position. The Club has to make best of the situation, and at 

least we can hope to keep playing cricket on the ground.  

So we hope for a sunny summer to play cricket and an 

increased interest in the sport, following England's World Cup win. 

Graham Beacham 

Youth Section: Youth Coordinator, Sue Powell writes: The sun's 

shining as I write this so I’m thinking of cricket and the sound 

of red/white/pink cricket balls being played by young people 

enjoying an outdoor sport!! But before we get to that stage 

Registration Day needs to happen. 

Registration Day Sunday 8 March at the Clubhouse on 

Banbury Road. 10am-4pm. The morning is for those who were 

members last or previous years and the afternoon for new 

members. Due to demand and space for training numbers will 

be capped so it's essential to return membership forms plus 

membership fee as early as possible. Forms will be emailed to 

all on last year’s list and paper copies will be available on the 

day. To make the running of the Club for the youngsters 

possible we need lots more volunteer help as assistants to the 

coaches/age group team managers/rota organisers/ 

newsletter writers/scorers, etc. If you can give some time, it's 

only for 16 weeks of the year, please contact 

bloxhamsue@aol.com. 

Chippy Swifts 
As the Autumn leagues come to a close, all youth teams are 

seeded into new groups for the Spring season. All the Swifts 

are looking forward to the new challenges that lie ahead. In 

particular, our U16’s have reached the Cup semi-final and a 

tasty looking tie with Hook Norton awaits. Plenty of local 

interest there. Off the pitch, Chippy Swifts wish to thank the 

Town Council for a much valued contribution towards the 

renovation costs of our clubhouse. The Town Council has 

been extremely supportive of our club in recent years as we 

strive to make Chippy proud of our young sporting stars. 

Martyn Walsh 

Town Football 
It has been a poor start to 2020 for Chippy with one point 

from 3 games. January kicked off with a 4-4 draw against 

Wootton, Keith Bonner, Yusuf Okinade, Chris Mason and 

Daryl Soper with the goals. As injuries continue to pile up, 

Chippy suffered a dreadful 5-2 defeat to bottom of the league 

Witney Royals on the 18th, Mikey Roberts jnr and George 

Knight scoring for Chippy. This was followed by another 

defeat on the 1 February when a very depleted Chippy team 

went down again, this time 3-1 to Aston; Brad Smith with the 

consolation. Hopefully with players coming back, this poor 

start to the year can be halted sooner rather than later. As 

always if there is anyone looking to get involved with the Club 

in any capacity including playing please contact Dominic 

Rickard on 07810 307213 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

One of the U11 teams, looking great at a recent training session
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do come and join us at one of our meetings in the Lower 

Town Hall, on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm.   

Estelle Brain 

Ancient woodlands with NOOG 
Our year got off to a very encouraging start – at our February 

meeting, local farmer Ian Wilkinson demonstrated the 

experimental growing practices used at Honeydale Farm to 

determine the most effective ways of regenerating farmland. 

His results so far are dramatic and provide great hope for our 

farming future. 

In March, on 

Wednesday 4th, we look 

at another aspect of rural 

life: ancient woodlands 

and their importance to 

us today. John Heathcott, 

a Wildlife Trust Cotswold 

Warden, will talk about 

‘Ancient Woodlands in 

Gloucestershire’ and the 

work of the Woodland 

Trust. On Wednesday                    

1 April, we head out to Truleaf Microgreens near Swalcliffe, to 

see how they grow nutrient-rich shoots of plants and herbs 

for the restaurant trade. 

Do come along, no need to be a member. Indoor 

meetings start at 7.30pm (£1 members, £3 visitors) at St 

Mary’s Parish Rooms, Chipping Norton. For enquiries about 

North Oxfordshire Organic Gardeners, please contact Tracy 

Lean tracylean@gmail.com, 01295 780710, www.noog.org.uk. 

CLUB NEWS

Green Gym celebrates with cake! 
We have worked on the Glyme Valley nature reserve for two 

sessions this month.  And one of those weeks we celebrated 

the birthday of one of our members (see photo). Not that we 

need a birthday to tuck into cake! Several of our members are 

good at baking and bring us lovely goodies from time to time 

to make a change from the usual coffee and biscuits. As usual 

we were cutting back blackthorn which otherwise would 

invade the central grassy area which BBOWT wants to keep 

clear for wild flowers and small mammals. We have also 

planted primroses and foxgloves in Fitzalan Wood and laid a 

hedge at the side of the community orchard. 

Two new members have just joined us and more would 

be very welcome, whatever your age or ability – there are 

jobs for all! Green Gym meets every Wednesday morning, lifts 

from Chippy may be available to outlying sites and there is no 

joining fee. Come and enjoy working outdoors in good 

company.  You’ll find more information on our website 

www.chippygreengym.org or alternatively you can email me 

at jennyharrington@btinternet.com. 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

Railway Club’s seasonal schedule 
Chipping Norton Railway Club held its AGM on 4 February, 

with a strong attendance.  Celebrating 46 years in March, the 

Club goes from strength to strength, averaging 60 members. 

The Committee was re-elected, Alan Brain continuing as 

Chairman, Richard Stow as Programme Secretary, Cicely 

Maunder our Treasurer, John Mann Membership Secretary and 

Estelle Brain who organises our two outings. Not forgetting 

Wendy Sumner, Emma Bayley, Adrienne and Matthew Mann, 

who provide welcome tea/coffee and biscuits each meeting. A 

fellow member, Geoff, ended the evening by entertaining us 

with his own slides of railway visits to Switzerland, very 

impressive they were too! 

We have an interesting programme for the coming 

season with an impressive array of speakers old friends and 

new. Two to whet your appetite: Rosa Matheson will visit on 

7 July with a very interesting subject ‘Terrible Tunnels’!!  Old 

friend and former member Martin Quartermain will be the 

speaker on 1 September, with ‘Western Region – The Change 

Years’.  There will be two outings: on Sunday 3 May a trip to 

the Watercress Line in Hampshire, while the September visit 

(date TBC) will be to the Bluebell Line in Sussex.  

We are always pleased to welcome new members and 

visitors, providing lots of chat, all washed down with 

tea/coffee and biscuits in the interval. If you like the sound of 

us and remember the evocative smells and sounds of ‘steam’, 
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CLUB NEWS

Scouting around & about 
Scouts: In January nine Scouts attended winter camp with a 

medieval theme involving axe throwing, archery, cold forging 

and wild food preparing. Three of the Scouts have recently 

achieved their Chief Scout’s Gold Award.  

Cubs: The Cubs have 

had a busy term learning 

how to be part of a 

team. Through a pack 

forum led by our young 

leader they came up 

with a variety of team 

games to play. So far 

they have designed 

towns, played Kabbaddi 

and built bridges out of 

paper straws (pictured).  

Beavers: Woodpecker Colony It is a momentous occasion for 

a young Beaver Scout to be awarded their Chief Scout’s 

Bronze Award. This recognises their achievement in 

completing six Challenge Badges and four Activity Badges 

over a two year period. The Chief Scout’s Bronze Award is 

presented at the point where the Beaver Scout is moving up 

to Cubs. They can go on to achieve both their Silver and Gold 

Chief Scout’s Awards in Cubs and Scouts respectively. We 

wish Matthew, Rory and Sam all the best as they move up to 

Cubs  If you are between 6 and 8 years old and would like to 

join Beavers, then please email nic@chippyscouts.org.uk. We 

have two groups: one runs on a Tuesday evening and the other 

on Thursday evenings. 

Folk shelter from life’s storms ... 
In these dark and troubled times, like ships taking shelter from 

the raging storms of adversity, a group of musicians gathers 

every 2nd Monday of the month at the Artyard Café, Enstone. 

Lifting hearts and spreading joy, the Chipping Norton Folk 

Club is the place to spend a winter evening playing guitars, 

fiddles, accordions, mandolins. You name it we’ve got it. Blues 

and folk, traditional and Americana as old as the hills, Oh, 
Suzanna and Dink’s Song (moves her body like a cannon ball). 

The Sound of Music Edelweiss continues the mountain theme. 

With February on the move, My Funny Valentine was a good 

choice. From the ancient to the contemporary, we had singer 

songwriters from Evesham and Stratford upon Avon, keeping 

the flame of creativity alive. And of course, we heard a 

smattering of Bob Dylan, whose words neatly sum up our 

evening of beauty in harmony and unity: ‘without freedom of 

speech I might be in the swamp.’ Next session – Monday 9 

March 7.45pm at the Artyard Café, Oxford Rd, Enstone OX7 

4NF. Easy parking. Sing, play, recite or just listen. Free entrance. 

Visit www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for details.  

David Oakley  

New March intake for Chippy ATC 
With the start of a New Year, there is no slowing the Air 

Cadets down. A number of cadets gained their blue Flying and 

Gliding badges, at RAF Benson and Little Rissington. Four 

Cadets gained their shooting blue badges on the Air Rifle and 

this now puts them in for a National Air Rifle competition 

against the rest of the corps. A number of cadets recently 

visited HMS Bristol in Portsmouth Harbour, where they 

gained a number of qualifications, from Leadership, First Aid, 

NCO Training, Shooting, and Instructor Training. Last year, one 

of our cadets finally gained the parachute badge, after many 

failed attempts due to the weather. 

In 2021, we will be celebrating our 80th Birthday. If you 

have any photos or memories of the squadron, please email 

them to 136sqnrafacphotos@gmail.com 

We're now recruiting, and our next intake starts Tuesday 

10 March, with an open evening on Thursday 5 March. We take 

cadets aged 12 years (and in year 8) and over and are also 

looking for new staff and civilian committee members, no 

prior experience needed. To find out more visit 

www.136atc.com, or email 136@aircadets.org 

Cath Newport 

Cold War reconnaissance at Probus 
Mike Jackson, Vice 

President of Chipping 

Norton PROBUS, 

recently gave the Club 

this fascinating talk. 

Mike, picture on the 

right, spent 38 years in 

the RAF and several 

years in the MOD. He 

finally retired as 

Director General of the Defence Intelligence Staff. The Soviet 

threat to the West became clear shortly after 1945 when the 

Cold War started and NATO formed in 1949. The West 

believed it had a Bomber Gap in its defences. In this period 

some bombers had to be modified to act as reconnaissance 

aircraft and the first overflights by the US and UK started in 

1950 photographing strategic targets. From 1956, the U2 

aircraft was used at a higher altitude, but there were losses. 

As a result manned flights were replaced by a satellite system. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 saw the end of the Cold 

War, but reconnaissance still goes on including the use of the 

U2 aircraft and satellites. And … there is still a perceived 

threat from Russia. Next meeting:  17 March, 11am at The 

Crown & Cushion. Visit www.chippingnortonprobus.com or 

.all 643374 or for details of our meetings and activities. 

David Megson 

MS Society in West 
Oxfordshire 
Research shows a rise in number of 

people estimated to be living with MS. 

Over 130,000 people are living with MS in the UK – 20 per 

cent more than the 110,000 previously thought. The number 

of new cases of MS identified has increased from 5,000 to 

6,700pa. This means one in 500 people in the UK is living with 

MS, with about 130 people diagnosed every week. But the 

new figures don’t mean the risk of developing MS has 

increased. The rise is likely to be due to several factors, these 

include improvements in the way MS is diagnosed, better 

recording of medical data, and because people are living 

longer with MS. Unfortunately, in many ways society is getting 

worse at supporting people with the condition. Fewer people 

with MS receive social care support and key welfare payments, 

with many struggling to stay in work. We need the 

Government to create an expanded and sustainable social 

care system. For information on this report please visit the 
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MS Society website www.mssociety.org.uk. My contact details 

are as follows: 645988 / westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk,  

Peter Branson 

Adventures in the Gulf Stream 
Sam Llewellyn, well-known author and sailing journalist, gave 

the January talk to CN Yacht Club. Sam is a natural raconteur 

and juxtaposed anecdotes around sailing from Falmouth up 

the west coast of the British Isles, through the dreaded Irish 

Sea, to Scotland and its Isles, with anecdotes about the many 

tropical gardens he visited along that route, some of which 

had family connections. The exotic plants in these gardens, up 

to latitudes close to that of Moscow, flourish under the 

benign influence of the Gulf Stream (long may it flow!). 

Sam’s great-great-Uncle, Augustus John Smith, founded 

the famous Abbey Garden on the Scilly Isle of Tresco in the 

19th century. Augustus was a philanthropist and avant-garde 

educationalist – most of the male alumni of the schools he 

started went to sea to become officers, and very few of the 

female alumnae went into service. Sam omitted to tell us that 

Augustus owned the Scilly Isles, having leased them from the 

Duchy of Cornwall, in 1834. Reminds me of Sam’s Aunts about 

whom he spoke when previously addressing the Club – that 

they’d sailed round the world but hadn’t told anyone as that 

would have seemed a bit like showing off. 

For details of our next talk and to book, to enquire about 

membership, or to come to a talk as a guest, visit cnyc.co.uk.  

Roger Backhaus 

Amnesty’s drive for Human Rights 
At our AGM in January our Treasurer reported that we had 

enough funds to send Amnesty International UK £1000, raised 

from our street collections, bookstalls and Christmas cards 

sales. The money will be used in part to help prisoners of 

conscience, one of whom we follow and support. This 

prisoner is Waleed Abu al-Khair, a human rights lawyer and 

founder of the organization Monitor of Human Rights in Saudi 

Arabia, who was imprisoned for 15 years for ‘inciting public 

opinion against the government’ and for his Human Rights 

activism. We recently heard that he is on hunger strike. 

Although he has won awards for his Human Rights work and 

there have been appeals from all over the world for his 

release, including from senators in the USA, he is still 

imprisoned. We continue to write to the authorities that hold 

him captive in the hope that, by drawing attention to his 

situation, he will receive the justice due to him.  

Next month we will have two speakers: one is a Crisis 

Campaigner for Israel/ Palestine and the other is from the 

Quaker EEAPI mission. All are welcome to come along, 

admission is free. This month’s meeting: Thursday 12 March 

7.30pm Lower Town Hall. Enquiries to Val on 645036. 

Kaye Freeman  

Chippy Ramblers find spring flowers 
We started our walk in Church Enstone churchyard which 

was carpeted with snowdrops – a sight for sore winter eyes!  

Then past little pink 

cyclamen on the 

verge in the village 

and primroses just 

beginning to appear 

on the bank by the 

mill.  On our way 

into the Heythrop 

estate there were 

lots of hazel catkins 

and down the drive 

drifts of daffodils still 

in bud. Also daisies in 

the grass and one solitary germander speedwell. To cap it all 

off on our way back we saw the starry white flowers of a 

blackthorn bush just beginning to show. But flowers were not 

our only talking point: finally we went into the church at 

Church Enstone to admire an amazing reredos behind the 

altar – a modern mosaic – well worth a special visit, even if 

you don’t walk! 

However if you do enjoy walking in our lovely 

countryside in good company, join us on the first Sunday of 

every month in the New Street car park at 1.30pm (2pm after 

the clocks change). Then we get into 2 or 3 cars and make for 

the start of the walk – a different one each month, quite 

leisurely and lasting about two hours. New members are very 

welcome. Please email any enquiries to Heather Leonard 

(rheatherleonard@yahoo.co.uk) or alternatively to me 

(jennyharrington@btinternet.com). 

Jenny Harrington 643269 

AGM for Local History Society 
The Chipping Norton Local History Society continue their 

2020 season with an illustrated talk this month on Oxford’s 

Historic Waterways given by Mark Davies. This will be preceded 

by the AGM. Do come and join us for tea and biscuits at 2pm 

on Monday 9 March in the Methodist Hall, West Street, 

Chipping Norton. We look forward to seeing you! 

Jan Cliffe 
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Burford and Kingham Rotary 
Stuart Jackson, Rotary 

Vice President, presents 

January’s guest speaker 

Bill King with a cheque 

for his chosen charity 

Katharine House 

Hospice. Bill gave an 

excellent talk on the 

history and evolution 

and development of childhood from Tudor times to the 

present day, including toys and games and the way we dress 

children. He has lots of other well researched subjects – so 

he will be welcome to return in the near future.  

Next Speaker Meetings: 24 February – Kate Beim will give 

a presentation on the Watershed Riding for the Disabled 

Centre in Coates near Cirencester and we will make a 

donation to RDA; 30 March – Michael Baker, Acupuncture and 

Chinese Medicine. Michael has practised acupuncture for over 

30 years 

We are a small but very friendly group, with members 

from all the local villages. We are always looking to increase 

our membership. So if you would be interested in the chance 

to enjoy good speakers, meet like-minded people and raise 

money to help local charities, come to one of our meetings at 

Burford Golf Club on Monday evenings. Please contact our 

secretary at terry.a.best@btinternet.com to find out about 

coming as a visitor. We would be very pleased to see you.  

Ros Richardson 

U3A meet Chrissie’s Owls 
Our monthly meetings resumed in February at our new venue 

in the Town Hall. A special event on 4 March will be all about 

owls. Chrissie Harper, who runs Chrissie's Owls is committed 

to the care and conservation of owls in the area. Be preprared 

to be amazed as she will bring some of her owls to illustrate 

her talk. Talks are free to members and only £2 for visitors.  

The Special Interest Groups continue to expand including 

a new Singing Group which is in the process of being set up.  

Come along and see what we are about – if you want to know 

more about U3A / Groups / Meetings then please visit 

www.u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton, call 01608 239819 / 

646701, email cnmembership@btinternet.com, or join us at 

one of our meetings on the first Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm in the Upper Town Hall.  You will be most welcome. 

Martin Davies 

Horticultural talk on potagers 
Chipping Norton Horticultural Association's monthly 

meetings at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church continue to be 

well supported and speakers well received. The speaker on 

Wednesday 18 March will be Chrissy Ching (from near 

Malvern) – her topic will be Potagers. At this meeting we will 

start collecting subscriptions (still only £10pa) for the 

2020/21 autumn/winter season. The dates for the summer 

days out will be announced. Full details of past and future 

events can be found on our website www.cnha.uk or from the 

secretary Eileen Forse 643275. 

WOWI’s care for the planet 
In January West Oxfordshire WI had a very interesting talk by 

Marcus Ferrar who told us about life as a former Reuters 

Correspondent covering Eastern Europe during the Cold 

War. He was the sole Western correspondent in East Berlin 

and covered Prague after the Soviet invasion. 

February will see WIs 

all over the country 

holding meetings to 

promote our 

campaigning on 

Climate Change. WI 

symbolises this by 

making Green Hearts 

(pictured). March is 

our Annual Meeting 

when we vote for our 

Committee and President for the next year. We make it a fun 

evening after the business part by having Cheese and Wine 

and an opportunity to socialise. We meet at St Mary's Parish 

Rooms on the third Monday of the month at 7.30pm. Please 

come and join us, we're friendly and have a good programme 

for 2020.  

Our Sunday Teas continue in the Methodist Church on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. 2.30-4pm. Come for a cuppa, 

cake and chat. The next one is 1 March. Please ring Hilary Dix 

(646228) for further information.  

National Trust supporters update 
Membership of the North Cotswold Association of The 

National Trust is open to all NT members/volunteers. 

Members enjoy talks, outings, events and fundraising. Meetings 

are 2pm at Broadwell Village Hall. On 19 March Jane 

McArdle’s talk is about ‘Divine Beauty’ at Birmingham 

Cathedral, a project to conserve and interpret its remarkable 

stained glass windows. April’s topic on the 16th is Stones of 

Oxford with Christopher Rogers while the first outing of the 

year, on Thursday 23 April is a visit to Wightwick Manor & 

Gardens (NT). To join call 01386 593085, or for more 

information visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ncotswoldassoc. 

Rees Jenkins 

Clearing skies raise Stargazers’ spirits 
February saw the early new year stream of cloudy nights give 

way to some really clear conditions for Chippy astronomers. 

Our outreach activities included a talk followed by some 

fantastic observing for a private function just outside of 

Shipston on Stour on the 1st and again for a well attended 

event at Daylesford Organics on the 6th. No guest speaker for 

March as it is our AGM on Monday 16th but as we approach 
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the solstice we will be looking for clear nights in March for 

both our own observing and our return to Daylesford 

Organics on the 20th. Visit www.cnaag.com for updates. 

Robin Smitten 

Chippy and District Labour Party 
Because of the result of the General Election, our members 

believe that there is an even stronger case for ensuring that 

the core values of the Labour and Co-operative Parties – 

justice, equality and co-operation – continue to inform our 

actions and behaviour as we work with you to make Chippy 

an even better place to live.  

On a very positive note, since the General Election more 

than 100 people have joined the West Oxfordshire 

Constituency Labour Party. Oh, and the day after the election 

we enjoyed lovely company and food at our Christmas 

Dinner in the Barn at the Chequers! Our next quiz will be 

there on Friday, 28 February. 

Looking ahead – local elections in May include Geoff Saul 

for West Oxfordshire District Council and Laetisia Carter for 

Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner. You know 

how hard and effectively they both work for our community 

– now they need your support. 

Councillors and other members of the community have 

been visiting places where other Councils have been ‘doing 

things differently’ in order to make people’s lives healthier and 

happier and to create well designed energy efficient homes in 

pedestrian and cyclist-friendly settings. Our next Drop-in is at 

the Old Mill on Wednesday, 4 March, 10-11.30am – share your 

views with us! Contact me via Chippylabour2017@aol.com 

Mike Cahill  

Try a Morris Dancing taster session 
Wychwayz are a very friendly, inclusive and welcoming group 

of Morris dancers, dancing the traditional Border style using 

sticks and wearing rag jackets and feathered hats. They are 

currently hoping to recruit musicians and new dancers. All 

ages and abilities welcome, no previous dancing experience 

required. The dances are easy to learn and can be as energetic 

as you like; some can even be done at a walk. Practice is on 

Tuesdays 8-9pm at the Charlbury Memorial Hall followed by 

some social time over a drink. Why not come and try the 

Taster Session? Saturday 28 March 2-4.30pm 
Charlbury Memorial Hall. You can meet the team, have tea 

and cake and a chat. No long term commitment is expected. 

Children welcome but must be accompanied by an adult 

For further information please contact Teresa on 07881 

963328 / 810934. Twitter: @wychwayz Facebook: Wychwayz 

Border Morris   Website: wychwayz.org 



30

SCHOOLS NEWS

Chipping Norton School 
Year 11 Art trip to The Tate Modern: The Year 11 Art 

students visited 

London to gain 

some inspiration 

for their exam 

topic ‘Events.’ They 

walked along 

Southbank to the 

Tate Modern 

where they saw a 

range of 

exhibitions includ-

ing artwork by 

iconic artists such 

as Salvador Dali 

Roy Lichtenstein 

and Monet. The 

viewing platform 

provided a great 

chance for everyone to see across the London skyline and 

take photos for their sketchbook development. It was a 

fantastic experience that really allowed everyone to build 

upon their GCSE work.  

Year 7 Pantomine Workshop: The Drama Department 

took a group of Year 7 students to see Chipping Norton 

Theatre's annual pantomime. As always, it was an amazing 

experience with the students taking part in two workshops in 

the first part of the day. One group explored creating typical 

pantomime characters with a short scripted extract from 

Cinderella. The second group looked at the technique of 

mime and how timing is used within pantomime to create 

comedy. After the workshops, the students enjoyed a 

performance of this year’s hilarious Puss in Boots.  

Year 10 Dance Workshop: At the beginning of term, 

Thomas Page, an ex-CNS student, now contemporary 

choreographer and artistic director of Thomas Page Dances, 

came back to school to teach Year 10 a section of repertoire 

from his dance, C-A-G-E-D, which we are currently studying 

in our dance classes. Students were introduced to new 

movements and, during the two days, the more challenging 

tricks became less difficult through Tom’s coaching. 

Student Council news: The Student Council meet once a 

term and this year they have been working on a number of 

projects in and out of school. The Council have consulted 

with the school’s Catering Manager and Business Manager to 

bring about some changes to the restaurant’s menu options 

and queuing arrangements. They have meet with Assistant 

Head teacher Mr Gent to share their views on new teaching 

and learning strategies. In December, they did a wonderful job 

helping to run the mock election with Mrs Gray. The Council 

has discussed the school’s anti-bullying policy with Deputy 

Head teacher Miss Hancock. Students’ views will be included 

in the new re-drafted policy. The Council has also been 

thinking of activities to support the new school House 

System. 

Next term, the Student Council are looking forward to 

taking part in the Thames Valley Police ‘Young Person Have 

Your Say Day’ competition and the Aspire Enterprise 

Challenge. 

Music Department news: Musicians of all ages were given 

the opportunity to showcase their talents this term during 

two performance evenings. The 

KS4/5 concert was a very 

enjoyable evening with great 

performances from A level 

students Holly Ibrahim, Max 

Foster and Maddy Fisher and 

numerous Year 10 GCSE 

students. The audience also 

enjoyed a very special flute 

performance from our very own 

Miss Johnston!  

Our KS3 musicians 

performed at their own concert a 

week later. The audience enjoyed 

performances from solo singers, 

pianists, flautists, drummers and 

trumpeters. The standard of 

musicianship was impressive, especially considering that some 

students were performing for the first time! 

Sports news: The Football league and cup season is now 

well underway with some good performances and results to 

match. Year 7, Year 10 and the Senior team are all undefeated 

in both league and cup and look set for exciting matches 

ahead. Well over 20 boys have represented the Year 7 team so 

far and, with more matches to come, we look forward to 

seeing how far the team can go this year.  

Eight Year 7 students represented CNS in the West Oxon 

Badminton tournament at Henry Box School recently. The 

matches included both singles and doubles and both boys and 

girls did brilliantly to finish 1st and 2nd respectively.  



Hidden Beauty 
8 Middle Row 

Chipping Norton 
0X7 5NH 

01608 643862 
Email: info@hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Website: www.hiddenbeautyoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hair and beauty boutique in the heart  
of Chipping Norton 

Offering a wide range of beauty                            
and hair treatments.  

Hair services 
Nail treatments 
Environ Facials 

Waxing 
Lashes & brows  

Competitive prices 
We pride ourselves on our quality standards                            

and customer care 
For queries, questions and more 

information, feel free to get in touch today.
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St Mary’s Primary  
Swimming Gala: Two teams from St Mary’s attended the 

S w i m m i n g  

Gala recently 

and both 

teams were 

outstanding. 

Team A got 

into the finals 

for every race 

and won all of 

them! Team B got into 

the breast stroke final 

in which they had to 

compete against our 

Team A. Team A were 

overall winners and 

champions. 4shires 

swimming club were 

there for talent 

spotting and some of 

our pupils were asked 

to join them for trials.  

Netball: On Wednesday 5 February St Mary’s Primary School 

took some pupils to the Netball Tournament at Chipping 

Norton School. Five schools entered the competition. We 

won 4 matches and drew one. For the final results we came 

second due to goal difference. Everyone did a wonderful job 

and worked well as a team to achieve great results. 

Foundation Stage Unit: Our 

reception class were excited to 

welcome Chrissie and Ben from 

Chrissie's owls in Oxfordshire. 

They run a sanctuary for injured 

owls and kindly bought in Nellie a 

barn owl to see us. Nellie flew 

around the classroom and 

showed us how she could eat a 

whole mouse in one gulp! It was 

great for us to see an owl up close 

since we have been listening to 

and working on the story Owl 

Babies. We have a dark area in the 

classroom with torches and a nest 

of owl babies to look after. We 

hope Nellie enjoyed meeting us!! 

Year 3/4 visitor: 
Jonny came to visit, 

to talk about 

pilgrimages. A 

pilgrim is a person 

who travels to 

different religious 

places and stays 

there for a couple 

of days. Lourdes is a 

spiritual place 

people like to go. It 

is by a river and the 

story states if you 

go to a river you 

will be healed. 

There is a cave there, where a girl called Bernadette saw 

visions of Mary, so people go and pray there. Written by Year 4 

Holy Trinity Primary  
Arts Award: We are extremely proud to announce that 

Holy Trinity has been awarded a ‘Gold’ standard Artsmark 

Award. Artsmark is the only creative quality standard for 

schools, accredited by Arts Council England. It supports us to 

develop and celebrate arts and cultural education across the 

whole curriculum, bringing learning to life for children and 

young people. In order to achieve our Artsmark Award, we 

had to develop our arts and culture provision to embed a 

broad and balanced curriculum. This was achieved by creating 

an overall plan that was committed to and delivered across 

the whole school. The Artsmark assessor commended the 

School on ‘the positive steps it has taken in developing a wide 

range of cultural and artistic experiences for pupils.’ 

Swimming Gala: The annual partnership swimming gala was 

as exciting as ever. The standard of swimming was amazing. 

The Holy Trinity team did very well and managed to qualify for 

one final. The team came 3rd overall, having had a fantastic time. 

Five of the team were invited to join the Four Shires 

swimming squad. 

Cathedral visit: Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed a trip to St 

Chad’s in Birmingham and were enthralled by the beauty of 
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Bledington Primary  
Flavia and Jemima report: Recently, Year 5 and 6 went to 

Woodstock Museum to learn about World Wars 1 and 2. 

When we got 

there, the 

leader called 

Nic gave each 

table a really 

i n t e re s t - i n g  

artefact. He 

asked us what 

we definitely 

knew, what we 

thought we 

knew and what 

we wanted to 

know. The 

artefacts were 

a kind of 

weapon, a 

button holder for polishing and an item with barbed wire 

attached. As we explored the museum we dressed up in 

WW1 outfits and went inside a trench. Another room was 

packed with plenty of artefacts, including booklets, chocolate 

tins, helmets and machines for sending Morse code. We learnt 

interesting facts. Did you know that 7 out of 10 soldiers were 

shot with a bullet from a gun rather than killed by a machine 

gun or grenade? 

Later we had a session about WW2. This time we looked 

at individual people and how their lives were affected. There 

was a boy called Michael (aged 5), a boy who was evacuated 

and another boy who was a messenger. 

Overall it was a very exciting day and we learnt lots. We’d 

like to thanks Miss Donoghue, Mrs Kelleher and Mrs Aspey 

for taking us all! 

Great Rollright Primary  
We’re immersing ourselves in poetry this month – reading it 

and writing it. It’s the theme of this year’s Book Week, a highly 

anticipated item in our calendar each March. We’re proud of 

the quality of our creative writing here at Great Rollright and 

can’t wait to read our children’s latest creations!  

both the cathedral and the crypt. They were treated to a 

guided tour and participated in the lunchtime Workers’ Mas’. 

Reception trip to Church: Reception class had a special 

visit to Holy Trinity Church to see the font and learn all about 

baptism. They also learned about all the different areas of the 

church and were fascinated by their trip up to the gallery and 

seeing the organ. 

Computing Whizz: 
Many congratulations 

to one of our Year 6 

pupils, Isla Fletcher, 

who came second     

in a county-wide 

computing com-

petition to design a 

digital greetings card 

– pictured here. 

Whole school writing: All classes enjoyed taking part in 

our whole school writing event, sharing and replying to the 

book The Day The Crayons Quit. We were really impressed 

by the standard of writing and art  that the children produced 

in response to the text and the children were really 

enthusiastic about the event. 

Fundraising: Following a visit to the school by a 

representative of CAFOD, a group of Year 4 girls are holding 

a sale in order to raise money for the charity. They have 

worked really hard planning and preparing the event and the 

school is very proud of their efforts for charity. The total 

raised will be reported in the next edition. 
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In other news: 

Young Voices: Our choir had the 

thrilling experience of joining 

6000 other primary school 

children at a massed choir event 

at the NEC in Birmingham 

(pictured), raising funds for the 

Teenage Cancer Trust.  

Netball champions: For the 

second straight year, our team 

won the Small Schools 

championship at the annual 

tournament at Chipping Norton 

School.  

Litter picking: Our older children spent a day collecting 

litter around the village and later sent an analysis of their 

findings – including maps and graphs – to the Parish Council. 

 See also article and photo on p12. Ed  

Willow weaving: Visitors from the Art Room in Oxford 

helped us learn a new skill and create beautiful willow crosses, 

which will be displayed around school.  

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all 

that we have to offer — including a free bus to Chipping 

Norton. Please make an appointment by calling 01608 

737202. 

Kingham Primary  
The KS2 choir 

took part again 

in the annual 

Young Voices 

concert. After 

months of 

preparation, we 

eagerly departed 

on Monday 27 

January for an 

afternoon of 

lively rehearsals. 

In the evening 

the parents arrived and the show began! We sang a varied 

repertoire of pop songs, classics from musicals and a brilliant 

Queen medley! I have to say that the performance of 

Ghostbusters was a highlight! For some songs we were joined 

by professional musicians, including Tony Hadley of Spandau 

Ballet. 

‘Fitness is not about being better than someone else. It’s 

about being better than you used to be’.Our visit from 

Fit4Kids Tuesday 7 January certainly embraced this motto as 

the children participated in a factual workshop about how to 

eat a healthy and balanced diet before joining in with a heart 

raising circuits programme, ultimately bringing to light the 

importance of exercise.  

Despite the wet weather in the UK the Nursery children 

have been learning all about other countries around the 

world from France to China and Australia. As part of our 

work on Australia we took part in a sponsored ramble 

around the Millennium woods to raise money for the animals 

and people affected by the bush fires. 

Sibford School 
Record university offers for Sixth Form students. Year 

13 students at Sibford Sixth Form have been celebrating after 

receiving a record number of unconditional university offers. 

Nine unconditional offers have so far been received, meaning 

that students have already met the entry requirements of 

their chosen courses ahead of taking their final A Level exam 

later this year. A number of students have been fortunate in 

being offered financial scholarships. Furthermore, a number of 

our students have been given reduced offers (lower entry 

requirements) because of the strength of their personal 

statements or completion of an Extended Project 

Qualification. 

Places have been offered to study Physics, Law, Fashion 

Marketing, Astrophysics, Drama, Marine Biology, Maths and 

Philosophy and Sport Science.  

Cate Mallalieu-Needle, Head of Sixth Form said, ‘We are 

delighted that so many of our Year 13 students have started 

to receive their well-deserved university offers. We are a 

small, close knit community and offer our students high levels 

of support and guidance. We pride ourselves on helping 

students make successful post 18 applications, with ongoing 1 

to 1 support to help with UCAS applications and the creation 

of personal statements that really stand out.’ 

Sibford School Fun in the Country Holiday Club! The 

Fun in the Country Holiday Club is now booking for the 

Easter holidays. The club will run from Monday 6 April – Friday 

17 April (weekdays only). Activities include swimming, team 

games, cookery, arts and crafts, sport and much more. £30 per 

day. Call 01295 781203 to book your place. 
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The family of Chippy’s Bert Simms  
I now live in Southampton, but grew up near Chippy. An 

'Uncle' of mine, not really an uncle but a good friend of my 

parents, lived in Chippy and ran a mobile grocery delivery 

business from a place in the High Street. I am now 75, and 

spent 35 years in the Army. When I was about 19, and at 

Sandhurst, I recorded an interview with my Uncle on an 

early tape recorder. The reason was he was a soldier in the 

trenches in the First World War and had incredible stories 

to tell. His name was Bert Simms (Sims?), Uncle Bert. His 

wife was a lovely Welsh woman called Gwen. I think they had 

a son who eventually joined the Canadian Mounted Police. 

The reason for all this is that I would love to be able to give 

his family or relatives a copy of this tape, but have come to 

a full stop trying to trace them. I wondered if any of your 

readers had any knowledge of Bert Simms’ family’s contact 

information. Bert operated his business before and after the 

Second World War, maybe up until the late 1950's? My email 

is davidgfisher2005@yahoo.co.uk.  

I do hope, for the sake of a very old 'Chippy' family, and 

perhaps the interest of others, you can help. 

David Fisher 

Rollright HGV route – be bolder! 
I totally understand the concerns of the Rollright Stones 

Trustees and others that a Chippy HGV bypass could run 

beside this important ancient monument, including worries 

about traffic and safety. However, in the absence of an 

alternative route, I do wonder if this could be seen as an 

opportunity rather than a threat. A friend and I recently took 

an elderly lady to see the Stones and we felt that we took our 

lives in our hands in attempting to cross the busy road 

between the Stone Circle and the King’s Stone. I feel it is only 

a matter of time before there is a serious accident at this site. 

If the road was upgraded surely some of the money could be 

used to provide proper safe crossing facilities – perhaps traffic 

lights or even a bridge or tunnel and thus prevent problems. 

We know that the County Council will gain considerably 

from the Tank Farm development and using some of the 

money from this seems only fair to create better, safer access 

to our beautiful and famous ancient site. 
Name & Address supplied 

Help for stranded refugees 
(extract from an Open letter to MP Robert Courts and all other 
Oxfordshire MPs) 
We are writing to ask that you do everything within your 

power to ensure that refugee children stranded in Europe are 

able to join relatives in the UK, after we leave the EU on 31 

January. The 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz 

came the week after parliament voted down the amendment 

to the Brexit Bill which would have guaranteed the rights of 

lone asylum-seeking children currently stranded in Europe to 

join family members in the UK. The Government’s attitude to 

the protection of child refugees has shamed us. In 1939, the 

Chamberlain government acted speedily with the 

Kindertransport scheme. But when in 2016, Lord Dubs, one 

of those child refugees of 1939, sought to allow in 3,000 of 

the most vulnerable of the 90,000 or so children stranded in 

Europe after fleeing war or conflict, the Government bitterly 

resisted.  

While an EU member state, the UK was also obliged 

under the Dublin Regulation to admit asylum-seeking children 

alone in Europe to join family members here. Lord Dubs 

fought for this commitment to continue post-Brexit, Theresa 

May’s Brexit Bill contained it, but the Johnson government 

removed this pledge in its new Brexit Bill. An attempt by Dubs 

to re-insert it was voted down last week. Four of you – 

Robert Courts, John Howell, David Johnston and Victoria 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861
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LETTERS

War stories from Castle Bank 
Reading your recent article (February) about evacuees and 

Rita Heritage in particular, reminded me of my wartime 

years in Chipping Norton. Just after the Battle of Britain 

ended my mother, deciding that she needed to escape, set 

out for Oxford by rail, but in confusion, arrived at Chipping 

Norton instead. Thus, I found myself in Church Lane and 

Spring Street amid crowds of evacuees mainly from East 

London. The castle bank next to St Mary's church was a 

popular play space and we decided it was an obvious airfield 

from which we could defend the town. Kathleen Kirby (aged 

12) became our commander and Roy Scott (9) our test 

pilot. I was aged ten and had appointed myself as the 

designer. Roy, who had enormous courage, agreed to test fly 

off the banks with a pair of plywood wings that I had devised. 

It was a miracle that he survived jumping out into space, 

wings coming together over his head in a loud clack and 

then rolling down the bank into a bush of stinging nettles. He 

resigned his commission on the spot and left the banks arm 

in arm with Kathleen - my secret love. I have always 

wondered what became of Roy and Kathleen. I remember 

Roy had ambitions to become a real pilot and would 

welcome any further information through your paper.  

Richard Hunt 

Prentis – voted with the Government. As your constituents, 

we trust that you did so because of the minister’s assurance 

that the Government would negotiate the same protection 

for these children after Brexit. Under the EU Withdrawal 

Agreement Act, the minister must return to Parliament by 23 

March to explain the policy on child asylum seekers with 

family members here. We hope we can count on you to hold 

the minister to his assurance.  

Frances Webber and John Dunleavy, Charlbury Refugee 

Action Group 

Cemetery clear-up help 
The next Cemetery Clear-Up Day is on Saturday 21 March 

starting at 10am. All volunteers are welcome to come and 

help keep our town cemetery tidy – there will be 

refreshments as usual. Many thanks. 

Cllr Martin Jarratt, Chairman Chipping Norton Town 

Council Cemetery Committee 

Local schoolboys pictured on Castle Banks with St Mary’s 
Church in the background
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Chippy’s Town Hub – and support for Under 5’s 
Fundraising is gathering pace for the new town centre hub – to be known as ‘The Branch’. Owners St Mary’s 

Church’s vision is for a ‘building with purpose’. Their schools and community support worker Catherine Springer 
told the News about bringing different services together to use the hub as ‘a space for all’. Progressing well are an 

Outreach Support Network and, featured here, the Under 5’s Network (U5N). 

March (News out Monday 24 February) 

1st Rambling Club Meet 1.30pm New St Car Park see p27 

Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church  see p28 

3rd Railway Club 7.30pm Lwr Town Hall Chris Youett - More 

Cambrian to North Wales - see p25 

4th U3A 2.30pm Upper Town Hall - see p28 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms see p25 

5th ATC Open Evening - see p26 

6-21 108th Chipping Norton Music Festival - see p21 

7th Gt Rollright Village Market  Village Hall - see p11 

9th Local History Society 2pm Methodist Hall see p27 

Folk Club 7.45pm in Enstone see p26 

10th Sing & Sign at the Library 10.30-11am - see p12 
Medical Detection Dogs talk 7.30pm Churchill  - see p11 

11th Methodist Coffee Morning 9.30-11.30am for Mission in 

Britain 
Afternoon Tea at the Library 2-4pm - see p12 

12th CN Amnesty 7.30 Lwr Town Hall - see p27 

13th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE see p35 

Theatre Charity Auction from 6.30pm - see p14 

Churchill Screen by the Green see p9  

15th Cotswold Birth Centre celebrates International 
Year of the Midwife 1-4pm see p9 

16th Amateur Astronomy Group 7.30pm Methodist Hall-p28 

17th CN Probus AGM 11am Crown & Cushion - see p26  

18th Transition CN meeting 7.30pm The Chequers -  see p6 

Horticultural Assoc 7.30pm Methodist Hall see p28 

21st Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm 

Cemetery Clear up Day - see p35 

Leisure Centre Open Day - see p23 

Sunshine Cat Rescue Jumble Sale, Milton u 

Wychwood Village Hall 11.30-1.30.    

25th The Ponderings 7.30 the Fox see p10 

26th ChipLitFest pre-Festival event Prue & Peta Leith 

book launch 7.45 The Theatre - see p21 

27th Gt Rollright Bingo 7pm Village Hall see p14 

28th Wychwayz Morris Dancing Taster Session - see p29 

29th Swimathon at the Leisure Centre  - see p23 

30th Chippy News Team Meeting 7.30 call 643219 for info 

April (News out Monday 30 March) 

1st U3A 2.30pm Upper Town Hall - see p28 

N Oxon Organic Gardeners 7.30 Parish Rooms see p25 

3 April - 4 May The Glyme Lane Project Exhibition at 

The Theatre - see p22 

5th Rambling Club Meet 2pm New St Car Park see p27 

Cuppa, Cake & Chat 2.30-4pm Methodist Church  see p28 

The Under 5’s Network 
U5N involves over 30 

agencies including health 

visitors, midwives, Health 

Centre, schools, nurseries, 

childminders, toddler 

groups, local charities 

(Home-Start and Thrive), 

local & district councillors 

and the churches. U5N 

meets termly with regular 

contact in between. 

Despite evening meetings, 

on average 20 members 

attend and a recent 

questionnaire reported 

great value in this 

collaborative approach to 

working and information 

sharing. One local health visitor said, ‘We find it a really useful 

way of finding out about other services, identifying gaps and 

working together to provide the help that our families need 

– and getting to know the professionals involved.’ The 

network discussions are always rich and thoughtful, helping 

tomake connections and share knowledge.  

Baby & Toddler Hub in action 
The network is already 

into tangible action; for 

example there are Toddler 

Groups on offer each day 

listed on a colour card 

with a map of all the 

locations with details and 

times covering Chippy’s 

ACE Centre, Parish 

Rooms, the churches, 

library and Glyme Hall 

plus venues in Charlbury, 

Hook Norton, Enstone, 

Kingham and Milton.  

Domestic abuse issues 

are also high on the 

agenda. St Mary's with 

other U5N member 

agencies has started a support and education programme. 

Other simple, essential needs have been picked up such as a 

popular 'sling library' to help parents in flats to manage babies, 

toddlers and shopping. Please let everyone know that there is 

a large group of professionals and volunteers, committed to 

making Chippy a great and supportive place to raise children.   

For the card & more on U5N contact catherine.spring@stmaryscnorton. On Outreach contact emma.kennedy@stmaryscnorton.com


