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It’s Safety First 
Chippy shops & schools plan 

for re-opening
With Covid-19 around, it’s still ‘stay alert’ and ‘stay 
home if you can’ but Chipping Norton is moving 
cautiously towards ‘open for business’. Garden 
centres & car showrooms are open. The Town is 
busier. From cafés to gift shops, stores are 
redesigning to welcome customers safely.  

As this News is published, staff at all Chippy schools are 
working hard on plans to welcome more children 
safely back soon and all eventually. Fingers crossed … 
and a plea for everyone to keep to the rules. 

VE Day around town 
Chippy remembers, enjoys sunshine and socially 
distances with style on 8 May!

The British Legion’s 
bunting sold out 
(£500 to the Poppy 
Appeal) and the 
Legion’s Steve 
Kingsford reported 
some terrific home-
made bunting and 
artwork produced by 
young people, with 
gift vouchers for the 
winning entries 
pictured left: Ananya 
and Anushka 
Pednekar’s beautiful 
bunting, Georgie 
Clifton’s splendid 
painting of a Spitfire 
and Abbie Esson-
Wyatt who is 
pictured with her 
stunning garden 
display.  

Beech Haven formed 
a reminiscence group 
with wartime 
memorabilia and 
music. Around town, 
Arthur Taylor led a 
stay-at-home after-
noon singalong, 
outdoor afternoon 
teas (and more!) 
were taken, young 
and old neighbours 
chatted over fences, 
some even danced in 
the streets  – and  the 
day ended with a 
chorus of We’ll Meet 
Again.  

More on the 
Legion website, 
including hopes for 
some ‘end of war’ 
events on 31 August. 

Lockdown  Newsheet FREE

Sunflowers for Team Anna 
Creative fundraising continues for 9-year-old Anna 
Drysdale, currently in New York for immunotherapy 
treatment. Professional performer Jodie Nolan sang 
tracks from her ten favourite albums each day on 
Facebook. On-line comedy club Gong Mad raised 
£365 in South Kensington and Jason Biles organised 
an online family circuits class. 

In this Issue: HGV ban update ~ Find Chippy’s 
Wishing Stone ~ High Sheriff in town     

Hedgehogs in love ~ Time for a town mural?  
plus Local News, Clubs, Sports and Schools.

A field at William Fowler Allotments should see a 
blaze of sunflowers for sale this summer, providing 
the scarecrows do their job! Anna chose these 
winners: 1st Maia & Nancy’s Bella the Birthday Ballerina  
and 2nd Sarah & Peter’s Pretty Gloria. With the family 
halfway to their latest target, please donate at 
https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Anna-Drysdale. 

http://www.chippingnortonbritishlegion.com/
https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Anna-Drysdale


LOCAL NEWS
Community support in action – The Chippy Larder 

subscription scheme has 

provided 3,126 boxes of 

food, fruit and vegetables 

since 20 March – 97% of 

homes are within ten miles 

of the Town. Contact 

thechippylarder@gmail.com 

or visit the Leisure Centre 

on Fridays 3-5pm. A big 

thanks to Craig and fancy-

dressed Chippy posties for 

raising an incredible £1010 

for St Mary’s Church and 

SOFEA/Larder. Chippy’s 

Food Bank needs more donations – including sugar, fruit juice 

cartons, nappies and sanitary towels. Drop off at Baptist Church, 

St Mary’s or Co-op. Information: Joyce Rice 07565 578689 or 

Steph Risi 07342 

127778. Joyce Taylor 

reports Highlands 

staff (pictured) busy 

shopping, collecting 

medication and 

offering transport to 

medical appoint-

ments. Call 643320 

for support. Thanks for all the donations to the Centre. Struggling  

pet owners can contact chippypetfoodbank@gmail.com, 

Sarah 07495 385922 or Bonnie 07583 827994, for supplies. 

Please donate pet food at Gills, CN Vets, Pets Corner and Co-op.  

Local NHS update After emergency planning, CN Health 
Centre say Covid-19 

cases, although tragic, 

were fewer than 

allowed for. The Surgery 

quickly switched to 

telephone and video 

consultations, with 

surgery visits only when 

invited. Patients can also 

soon use a new ‘Engage 

Consult’ online triage system for non-emergency and 

administration issues – and access self-help services. Peter 

Branson from Chippy’s Patient Participation Group says use the 

Health Centre and 111 websites, and contact Pharmacy, 111, 999 

or Health Centre as appropriate for both Covid and other 

important medical needs. Chippy Hospital’s Outpatient & 
Community Unit suspended weekly and monthly outpatient 

clinics, but Administrator Jane O’Gorman says the Unit remains 

a busy base for community nursing and health-visiting staff. The 

site also provided a temporary safe space for Health Centre staff 

to see their vulnerable patients. X-ray service continues for 

doctor-referred walk-in or pre-appointment patients. Jane looks 

forward to welcoming 450+ monthly outpatients when safe. 

Meanwhile Cotswold Birth Centre was celebrating International 

Year of the Midwife & Nurse. 

Covid guidance & local contacts  It’s still ‘stay alert’ and ‘stay 

at home if possible’ but with some changes including more 

outdoor pursuits – see www.gov.uk/coronavirus. Non-medical 

face masks are recommended in confined spaces. The Crafters of 

Chippy U3A are making their own and can advise – contact 

chair.cnu3achris@gmail.com/ Tradespeople, carers, cleaners or 

nannies are allowed in homes for essential work. Guidance 

includes handwashing, social distancing and good ventilation.                

A reminder of Covid-19 Local Support Contacts: 
WODC support for the vulnerable 01993 861077 

Age Concern Highlands 01608 643320 

St Mary's food & help 01608 646202 

Domestic abuse helpline 0800 731 0055 

West Ox Citizens Advice 0300 930 9049 

NHS Mental Health support: Adults 01865 904997 

              Children & young people 01865 904998 

Local businesses open up  April and May saw Chippy inch its 

way back into business, with more shops offering deliveries or 

collection, and local eateries joining the takeaway world. Some 

wrote to the News: Sarah-Jayne of Flowers Etc, is open for local 

and Interflora deliveries, adding, ‘it’s my 30th year trading and I 

don’t want to go yet!’. Kerry & Nathan at Whistlers Wine Bar 

said their popular takeaway pizzas and a Government Covid-19 

cash grant has helped them feel more optimistic. The Kingham 
Plough announced takeaways and half-price wine, and 

Matthews Cotswold Flour Mill at Shipton is offering free 

flour to organisations baking for NHS or the vulnerable. More 

shops should open in in June. 

Local property back in demand? Could rural homes be 

more in demand post-Covid? Estate Agents are resuming house 

viewings – welcome news to many in mid-move, searching or 

selling. In fact, local estate agents have stayed in action 

throughout. King & Wooley’s David Hawley successfully offered 

video tours alongside online adverts. Max Douglas, MD of local 

agent Maxwell Douglas, thinks lockdown and home working 

will see people reassessing where they want to live. With such 

attractive surroundings, he is optimistic about the local market. 

Chippy Churches online & in action How do you ‘do’ church 

when the building is closed? Martha Simpson from St Mary’s 
Church reports some creative answers – ‘There’s something for 

everyone. Sunday worship has turned into a Podcast with a 

YouTube playlist, children videos (complete with Lenny the Llama), 

Zoom hangouts for our youth, virtual coffee time to see faces and 

a midweek reflection.’ The building might be closed, but the church 

community certainly 

isn’t! St Mary’s is 

sending out 100 

teenage resilience 

packs to local young 

people, liaising with 

Remix youth club and 

Top School. The packs 

(pictured) are funded 

by private donors and 

charity Thrive, with 

books donated by Jaffé & Neale. 

They are designed for joy and 

positive impact, with resources 

around physical and mental health, 

relaxation, activities and some 

treats. At the Methodist Church, 

young members entertained with 

works of art and Elaine Parsons 

said spirits are being kept up with phone calls, shopping and chats, 

at a distance. A cheery smile is very uplifting. 

Progress on Chippy’s HGVs Last November a unanimous 

County Council finally backed a motion, with strong Town 

support, to deal with Chippy’s polluting HGVs and ‘act on 

recommendations for a weight limit or lorry route’. The County 

took it seriously. County Cllr Hilary Biles told the News that, 

after a review of evidence, all options (including upgrading a 

The Chippy Yarnbomber’s yellow 
hearts in the market place remember 

lost loved ones 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-information-and-advice/
http://www.stmaryscnorton.com
https://citizensadvicewestoxon.org/


How about a Town Mural? 
Does anyone have any prominent wall or fence where a terrific 

mural could brighten up the Town? Professional artist, ex-

Chippy School 

student Luke 

Embden, is 

n o r m a l l y  

based in Berlin 

and London 

working on 

international 

commissions. 

He’s currently 

in Chippy in 

lockdown with 

his parents (back for dad Paul’s birthday in March). Luke told 

the News, ‘I’d love to create a mural somewhere to bring a 

sense of colour, joy and hope’. He spotted some potential 

places, but please contact him with ideas on 

Studio@lukeembden.co.uk Luke does some terrific work – 

see www.lukeembden.co.uk – including murals for Abbey Road 

studios and internationally for street art festivals and shops. 

 

route past the Rollright Stones) are being investigated, with 

results later in the year. In May, a protestors’ petition to protect 

the Stones was logged with the County. The issues, as discussed 

at May’s Town Council Zoom meeting, are complex. Some form 

of alternative lorry route, however, had strong support in the 

Town because of health and environmental damage. The County 

could well look at financial investment from all sources to 

protect the heritage site, improve the visitor experience, and 

upgrade the road.  

Chippy’s Mayoral Election This was meant to take place at 

the 15 June Town Council meeting. There’s also a vacancy as 

Gordon Brown has left the Council. Ten electors are needed to 

request an election. See Town Council website for latest details. 

Our High Sheriff signs up There was no Crown Court venue 

for the Swearing 

In of Oxford-

shire’s new High 

Sheriff. Instead, 

Chippy News 
reader, Amanda 

Ponsonby, made 

her Declaration 

to the Chair of 

Oxford Magis-

trates by 

FaceTime from 

her Sarsden 

kitchen table. 

Along with supporting every aspect of law and order as the 

Queen’s Legal Representative in the County, Amanda had hoped 

to work with small charities across Oxfordshire. Lockdown has 

clipped her wings. She’s been helping in the villages and hopes to 

be out and about in Chippy soon. Her Chaplain for the year is 

Rev Dr Stephen Blake from the old White House Surgery. 

A clean and tidy Town! Lockdown put pressure on recycling 
and waste, with house clearouts and closed tips leading to 

overflowing Chippy 

‘bring sites’ and 

flytipping. But the 

County’s main recycling 

sites have reopened (our 

nearest is Alkerton) with 

limited hours (8-5) and 

social distancing. 

Essential trips only are 

advised, so keep storing! The dog waste problem has 

resurfaced with annoyed resident Peta Simmons reporting ‘poo 

bags’ on Glyme Hall railings and elsewhere. Town road repairs 

saw County contractors re-tarmac rural Church Lane. 

Unfortunately, the work was meant to be done on the busier 

Church Steet running down to St Mary’s Church. One resident 

said, ‘good to see scarce resources of OCC being so well 

stewarded!’ More positively, Cllr Martin Jarratt thanked 

volunteers for March’s Cemetery Clear Up and paid tribute 

to retiring Richard Taylor who has maintained the Cemetery, 

closed Churchyard, Almshouses, and Millennium Garden for 20 

years. Thomas Fox Landscaping and Topiarus take over. 

Fundraising for health & care Chippy’s 11-year-old Oliver 

Hyde gave Bowel Cancer research a 

boost with a sponsored head shave, 

with family and friends raising an 

amazing £3000 – thanks to everyone’s 

generosity. Chippy-based entrepreneur 

Oli Coles launched Hospitality for 
Heroes a scheme providing 20,000 

meals a week for the NHS frontline 

across 11 London hospitals. Support for the Lawrence Home 
Nursing Team saw the Notman boys baking and selling VE Day 

Amanda in full Sheriff ’s rig-out encounters 
Chippy postie Darth Vader  

cakes raising £213. Chippy’s M&S raised £100 from an in-store 

competition. Nursing Manager, Jenny Nolan, is involved with 

Marie Curie and NHS partners setting up a 24/7 support line for 

Oxfordshire end-of-life patients.  

Church Street’s careful courting Spring 

means love is in the air and our wildlife is 

thriving. Two amorous hedgehogs were 

spotted doing some astonishing 

manoeuvres: shuffling, whiffling, puffing and 

gavotting for over ten minutes. Garden 

owner Heather Leonard watched with 

fascination – eventually discreetly leaving them 

to it! They were obviously in love. Any more spring tales? 

Diamond Doubles Congratulations to Dennis & Barbara 

Beacham (pictured) 

who celebrated the 

60th Anniversary of 

their St Mary's 

Church wedding, with 

an afternoon tea 

supplied by The Tea 

Set. The Methodist 

Church also pass on 

love and blessings to 

two other Diamond 

Wedding couples: 

David & Doris 

Howarth in March and Sidney & Ruby Joyner in April. 

From Fairies to a Wishing Stone Town walkers have 

excitedly explored the wonderful fairy trail in 

the woods behind Applegarth Nursery on 

Banbury Road. What’s next? Try making a 

wish down Watery Lane at what some folk 

back in the 1940s called The Wishing Stone 

(pictured with a passing bear at the base of 

the high wall). Some years back Lynda 

Hillman, Joan Willers (née 

Berry) and Eileen Betteridge, 

responded to a letter in the 

News, confirming the practice 

of ‘spitting, wishing and not 

returning for 24 hours’. Joan wished for a dog and got one but 

sadly the Stone let her down when she later wished for a bike 

and she had to buy her own! 

Luke at work on a mural in Budapest 

https://www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk/


CLUB REPORTS

Essential information: Special Free Lockdown Newsheet published by the Chipping Norton News Club. Contributions welcome. Next 
special edition deadline 14 June. Contact Chippymail@aol.com or 01608 643219. Printed by KMS Litho (01608 737640).

Green Gym carries on, with members working individually at 

the Community Orchard, Fitzalan Wood, William Fowler Wood 

and (at weekends) the Health Centre. There, the orchard and 

bumble bee bed have never looked so good – a joy working in 

the sunshine, good exercise and useful too! When we can work 

as a group, join us on Wednesday mornings! See 

www.chippygreengym.org or phone Jenny Harrington (643269). 

WOWI keep in touch Last month members 

brought questions for their first Zoom quiz 

evening (1st prize pictured). The committee had 

met ‘first time’ ladies in January so a new 

members’ Zoom coffee morning was held. 

Members have made bags and scrubs, and a 

mask-making demo is planned. A Zoom monthly 

meeting had a humorous talk by retired army 

officer Major Lisa Glover. Contact Hilary Dix 

646228 or wowi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk. 

CN Folk & Acoustic Club ‘Zoomed’, battling for bandwidth, 

but enjoyed an eclectic mix of musical offerings at the well-

attended May ‘meeting’. Ginnie Redston reports hidden talent 

found in members’ homes with instruments not easily 

accommodated at normal folk club. Thus, besides excellent singing, 

they enjoyed instrumental tuba ‘breaks’ and elegant jazz piano 

improvisations – a great online session to keep the Club alive. 

Chippy’s U3A Craft Group was 

busy making scrub bags for NHS and 

Care Workers. Kaye Freeman said 

‘many thanks to everyone who 

donated pillowcases – it has been a 

privilege to help in this small way.’ So 

far, 190 bags have been given to 

hospitals, GP surgeries, including CN 

Health Centre, Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team and Chippy Care Homes.  

CN Amnesty International meetings are suspended but 

Lindsay Piltz described Covid-19 Action asking the Government 

to protect rights of essential workers, migrants, refugees and, 

especially, women facing domestic abuse. One Greek man and 

woman face 25 years in jail for humanitarian work saving 

drowning refugees. At home during lockdown you can still take 

action – see Amnesty.org.uk 

West Oxfordshire’s MS Group continues with Zoom 

exercise classes and meetings. Those with MS can be in the at 

moderate risk (social distancing) or, if on immunosuppressants, 

shielded (self-isolating) groups. Information from Peter Branson 

– tel 645988 or westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk. 

SPORT & KEEPING FIT 
Sport is coming home! Sports Editor Graham Beacham 

expects little cricket for a month or two, then probably no 

changing rooms, teas or hand-shaking! Chippy’s Cricket Club 

should be financially OK but other clubs may struggle. September 

might see a restart of local football. Better news is that cycling, 

tennis and golf (including Chippy’s course) restarted with 

restrictions, and more family exercise can take place outside. 

Sport will return fully, at the right time. 

Chippy Swifts’ annual Summer School is postponed but they 

are signing up children from Year 1 for September football – 

Chairman Martyn Clements wants a new U7s team! New players 

in all age groups are also welcome. Email gmmc@btinternet.com. 

Four Shires Swimmers with July the earliest likely date for 

club swimming, started 

weekly Zoom land training 

plus WhatsApp fitness tips 

and puzzles. Heidi Portlock 

says some hardy swimmers 

have tried unheated pools in 

wetsuits and belts – Liberty 

and Poppy Bennett are 

pictured. Missing your 

Chippy Lido swim? Then send a postcard with some arty Lido-

inspired image and maybe memories or hopes of a visit. Claire 

Williamson promises to put them online and make an artwork at 

the Lido. Visit www.chippylido.com for instructions 

Chadlington Sports Club spent May raising funds for the 

NHS Charities Together 

Covid-19 appeal. Greg Kemp 

reports a 5km Challenge: to 

run, walk or cycle in club kit 

and donate! A great response 

saw Football First Team, 

Reserves, Women and 

Veterans, plus Cricket Team 

and Club committee members 

joining in. Seventy-three 

people, aged from 17 to 70, 

covered 460km, including 

football legends Paul Catling and Liam Didcock. Fingers crossed 

for sport restarting soon. 

SCHOOLS NEWS 
Local Chippy Schools have continued to care for our children, 

both in school and virtually, as we end the half term still in 

lockdown mode. Staff continue to be 

impressed with students’ smiles, positive 

outlook and constant kindness. At 
Chipping Norton School, students at 

home and those attending school celebrated 

reaching half-term with the second of two 

Feel Good Fridays. Designed to give 

students a hard-earned break from the 

steady stream of lessons being provided, the 

intention was to let families try something a bit different and 

hopefully recharge their batteries. Activities included quizzes, 

yoga, and photo competitions. In school the students celebrated 

by making pizzas including the one pictured here! 

Teachers and pupils at our local primary schools continue to 

communicate online. Year 6 at Holy Trinity Primary would 

have been on their usual residential trip in May. Instead they took 

part in an ‘adventure’-style week including camping outdoors, 

climbing the equivalent of Mount Snowdon in steps and making a 

zipwire for a teddy. Within school, children continued their 

learning and made scarecrows for Team Anna, birthday cards for 

Colonel Tom and bunting for a VE day tea party.  

Sibford School told the News their normal Open Mornings 

are suspended, admissions enquiries about September and 

onwards are welcome – contact the School via its website. 

https://www.chippygreengym.org
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/sarah-sean-greece-sea-rescue-volunteers
http://www.chippylido.co.uk
www.sibfordschool.co.uk/admissions/open-events-school-visits

