
 NATIONAL NEWS

   PRIME  MINISTER’S VJ ANNOUNCEMENT
At midnight on  August 14th Prime Minister 
Attlee announced to Britain that Japan had sur-
rendered and said “Peace has once again come 
to the world. Let us thank God for this great 
deliverance and his mercies”. Mr. Attlee said 
there would be two VJ Day holidays immediately 
and said, “All should enjoy themselves in the 
knowledge of work well done”.

VE DAY DELIGHT
London’s Victory in Europe celebrations earlier 
in May saw more than 10,000 people in the 
streets doing the conga, the jig and Knees up 
Mother Brown. The Prime Minister declared 
two public holidays for celebration on May 8th 
and 9th – while remembering “Men and women 
who have suffered and died – and the men still 
battling in the East”.

ICE CREAM PRICE CONTROLS
Food minister Sir Ben Smith announced price 
controls starting on August 14th with “no pros-
pect of any improvement in rations”. More to-
matoes and oranges are promised but no change 
on canned meat, sugar and bacon restrictions. 
Ice cream, with more being made for barrow and 
café sale, must cost no more than half as much 
again as its pre-war price.

CABINET PLANS BETTER BRITAIN
The Cabinet’s “Programme for a Better Britain” 
was announced in the King’s speech in Parlia-
ment on August 15th. The focus was on powers 
for the control of supplies and services, as well  
as housing and social legislation.

Peace at Last
TOWN CELEBRATES END OF WAR

The great news of complete and final vic-
tory, with the end of hostilities in the Far 
East has been greeted with enthusiasm 
and relief in Chipping Norton. Victory in 
Japan Day has been long awaited after the 
end of the War in Europe in May. 

On Wednesday August 15th a 
service was held in the Market 
Square with a large and reverent 
attendance. 

In the afternoon there was  
children’s dancing and commu-
nity singing in the Town Hall, 
followed by a military display 
and Councillor Swann led more 
community singing in the Market 
Square. At 8pm dancing came 
into its own and an hour later 
the King’s speech was relayed by 
loudspeakers fixed to the top of 
the Town Hall. More dancing 
followed and in the evening closed 
with a most impressive torchlight 
procession to the Common with 
a large bonfire formally lit by the 
Mayor and Mayoress Councillor and Mrs. 
Edgar Smith. The next day saw a fancy dress 
parade, a parade of decorated bicycles and 
more dancing.

*       *       *   
THANKSGIVING FOR VICTORY IN 

EUROPE
Back in May it was the King’s wish that 
Thanksgiving Services for Victory in Europe 
should be held all over the country on Sunday 
May 13th. The Chipping Norton Branch of the 
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British Legion assembled in the Market Place 
at 10.20 am to parade to the Parish Church 
with the Mayor and Corporation and other 
bodies. Legion members had been asked  to  
Make it known to others and urge all to follow 
the Legion standard on this great occasion. 
Various celebrations and parties were held 
in the town and in Oxford bonfires were lit 
in Carfax, girls had red white and blue rib-
bons in their hair, and cycles and cars were 
decorated with flags.

All this rejoicing was, however, tinged 
with concern for the many members of H.M. 
Forces still out in the Far East.

*       *       *   
LEGION WELCOMES P.O.W.s

In June the Legion held a dinner at the White 
Hart Hotel for returned Prisoners of War. An 
air of freedom prevailed at this very happy 
gathering and committee members felt their 
work was amply repaid by the look on the 
faces of the “guests”. Branch President, Dr. 
J.C.Russell M.C. was in the chair and the 
Mayor Councillor E. Smith and Deputy Mayor 
Councillor G. Warmington both attended. 
The dinner, which included roast turkey etc., 
was a great success. The Mayor toasted the 
guests saying it was difficult to find words to 
express the feelings of the members for those 
lads who had done so much for the benefit of 
all. Warrant Officer Norman Stokes replied for 
the guests.  One of the guests said the dinner 
was ‘fit for a king’ with tables tastefully laid 
and decorated with red, white and blue flow-
ers supplied by Mr. Woodward.  Proceedings 
closed with a vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 
Roper and the staff aof the White Hart Hotel 
and to Dr. Russell for his services in the chair, 
followed by “The King”.

After the War 
Hitchman’s Mineral 
Waters will be   
obtainable in all 
Hunt, Edmunds’ and 
Hitchman’s Houses

Peace at last – crowds celebrate in Chipping 
Norton Market Square

VICTORY 

IN               

JAPAN DAY 

Saturday 15th 
AUGUST 2020 

The Royal British Legion Chipping 
Norton Branch will mark the 75th 

Anniversary of VJ Day with a Service 
of Remembrance at the Town War 
Memorial at 10.30a.m. to include a 

two minutes silence at 11a.m. 
Stories will be told of two Chipping Norton 

men, Gunners Christopher Gilbert and Phillip 
Hiatt, who died in the Far East theatre of war. 

Following Covid guidlines numbers are 
limited to 30 – if you would like to attend 
please contact Chairman Steve Kingsford 

01295 780716                       

stevekingsford@gmail.com 



farm at the bottom of Green Lanes – I think 
every child in Chippy made a pilgrimage to 
see the crater. The war, for some who were 
lucky like me, was a time when we received as 
much love and attention as it we had been at 
home – much as we missed our parents.”

JOHN RUDDLE – FROM TOWNBOY TO 
PLOUGHBOY

“Our form master came into my classroom 
in Merton, Surrey and announced that a 
“Harvest Camp” was to be organised for the 
summer holidays. I’m not sure the farmers of 
Oxfordshire wanted us but it was the thank-
less task of out teachers to go out and ‘sell’ our 
labour to the farms. We set off with a goods 
truck for our precious bikes and labels saying 
‘Fox Hounds, Chipping Norton’. Our camp 
was in a field near the kennels. Lunch was 
usually a doorstep cheese sandwich with tea 
from a dixie, supplied by the farmer we were 
slaving for. We worked from 8 ’til about 5 and 
were then far too tired to sample the fleshpots 
of Chipping Norton: two cinemas and one 
fish and chip shop.  For two weeks’ work I 
brought home 14 shillings after deductions 
for food, plus a rabbit caught when it broke 

cover during the reaping.”

Cinema. Teenagers also came to Chippy to 
work on the farms in the school holidays. 

Here are some of their memories.

AUDREY PHILLIPS – SQUEALING PIGS 
AND WARM MILK

“My mother, two brothers (4 and 9) and my-
self (nearly 13) arrived in Chipping Norton. 
My father was left in Plaistow.  After a short 
time separated, we were re-united at Chapel 
House. The lavatory was outside at the bottom 
of the garden. Nearby was a real live squealing 

pig, which I was told, would provide food. 
Hanging in the kitchen was the proof of this 
– a side of bacon and the never to be forgot-
ten smell of pig potatoes in the copper. The 
Pinfolds, our new host family and Mr Davies 
(Mrs Pinfold’s father – called ‘Gramps’ by us 
all) helped us to adjust to a very different life 
style. Water was pumped from a well – and 
tasted unbelievably good. Milk was collected 
from the farm in a jug and was WARM! The 
walk from Chapel House to school was some 
distance. The walk back home often seemed 
less dreary with Mrs Pinfold’s cheery com-
pany. At school although some of the staff 
made us feel different I shall always remember 
our maths teacher Mr Miles for his kindness 
towards all his pupils.”

LEN PAGE – A TIN BATH, BOMB AND A 
SECOND DAD

“After Easter in 1940 there was another scare 
and we were evacuated for a second time 
– once again with haversack, gas mask and a 
stick of barley sugar. This time to Chipping 
Norton. This time my sisters and I, with 
the three Wise sisters, were taken to Chapel 
House. My sisters went to number 6 with Mr 
& Mrs Powers and their son Puffy. I went 
next door to number 7. I lived with Mr & Mrs 
Knight, Harry and Ada and their son Dennis, 
who was only ever known as Sam. I always 
thought of Harry as my second Dad. He had 
been a Grenadier Guardsman in the First 
World War. In Chippy Harry was a wartime 
Special Policeman. The bath was a tin one in 
front of the living room fire. One highlight 
was when a bomb was dropped near a pig 

OUR TIME IN “CHIPPY”

TOWN BIDS FAREWELL TO          

EVACUEES

With peace upon us almost all of the 1,700 
wartime evacuees who came to Chipping 
Norton and District have returned home – 
with many stories to tell. The first weekend 
of the war saw the country-wide evacuation 
of  827,000 children, with over 100,000 teach-
ers and helpers. Walter Elliot, the Minister of 

Health, referred to it as an “exodus bigger 
than Moses’s”. Many of our evacuees were 
from West Ham with parents working at a 
treacle factory in Silvertown. The train that 
arrived at 3.30pm on the first wartime Friday 
was the longest ever to pull up at Chipping 
Norton station. The children were taken to 
the Baptist schoolroom and those billeted in 
the town had a reception in the New Street 
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Housewives of 
Britain

In Victory, praise has been lavished 
on our fighting men and serving 
women everywhere.

But what about you – housewives 
of Britain ?

For five years you have worked 
miracles with rations, seen to the 
children, tended the ailing, written 
cheerily to the boys – aye, and made 
home feel like home. 

Yes, your patient courage and 
steadfast confidence have been an 
inspiration.

Housewives of Britain – we salute 
you.

Brooke Bond 
Dividend Tea

1/7d -   -lb.
1
2

THE SUNSHINE of a great 
victory plays upon our 
people.   No enemy has 
trod, no enemy shall ever 
tread, upon our soil.   Let us 
show our gratitude by the 
continued saving which is 
needed to make this country 
worthy of the men and 
women who preserved it.

 GIVE THANKS BY SAVING
Issued by the National Savings Committee

Evacuees disembark from the longest train ever seen in Chipping Norton



 British Legion Notes

WHEN THE FIGHTING IS OVER
After VE Day a representative of the Chipping 
Norton British Legion said,  “The war in Europe 
is over as far as fighting is concerned, and we 
are celebrating the glorious victory.” The war 
in the East was still in progress and the Legion’s 
work would start in real earnest when all the 
fighting is over and “the battle of converting 
servicemen back to civilians” begins.

*       *        *
LEGION’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Over 200 resolutions were discussed at the 
Annual Conference in London at Whitsuntide, 
many dealing with issues of pensions and after-
care for men leaving the Services when world 
peace returns. Our Branch was represented 
by a young member Mr. D. W. Walman who 
had served in the war and who wrote that 
his election to attend was a great honour and 
privilege” adding  “I soon found fellowship 
and comradeship in the true Legion manner” 
at the conference.

*       *        *
LADS RETURN HOME

The pleasure is ours in recording that Sgt. 
Norman Stokes, son of Mrs. and the late Mr. 
E. M. Stokes of Coneygree Terrace, Chipping 
Norton, has arrived home after being a prisoner 
of war for over three and a half years. Norman 
joined the RAF in the early stages of the war 
and was brought down whilst on operations in 
Germany on the night of November 7th 1941. 
In a letter to his mother on May 7th this year 
he wrote, “My dearest Mother, Geraldine and 
all at Chippy – I can still hardly believe it but 
it’s really not a dream. I AM FREE… Get that 
whisky and plum pudding ready. Till we meet, 
love – ever your old Mowbray”.  Now he is safe 
at home and, all things considered, he looks fit.

*       *        *
Pte. Jesse Jarvis, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jarvis of 
Rock Hill, came home after a spell of about 
a year in a German prison camp. After being 
captured in Italy, Jesse was taken to a camp near 
Munich, where he was put to work clearing 
bomb damage. He is now beginning to look 
himself again and we wish him all the best.

*       *        *
Pte. Cyril Hoare, Pioneer Corps of Lodge 
Terrace, Chipping Norton is now safe in this 
country. He was the first ‘Chippy’ lad to be taken 
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prisoner in the early days of the war. He would 
like to thank all those friends who have written 
to him in the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital.

*       *        *
More happy POW reunions at the end of May in-
cluded Cpl. A. Burnham of 9 Hailey Avenue who 
was engaged in Palestine, Libya and El Alamein 
with the Kings’ Royal Irish Hussars before being 
captured near Benghazi. He spent the war after 
1942 in camps in Italy and Germany. He was 
liberated by US troops on May 18th.  Mrs. Daniels 
of 19 Middle Row was getting anxious about her 
husband Ronald in the Royal Artillery but he is 
now safely home. Jim Fawdry and Leslie Irvine 
of Salford are also home.

LOCAL NEWS
CHIPPY LAD ON H.M.S. MAGPIE

As the whole town knows, Chipping Norton 
was the first town in the country to organise a 
Warship Month and was able to adopt the new 
H.M.S. Magpie as the town’s warship after their 

first destroyer, H.M.S. Heythop was sunk with 
49 lost. This was after two major fundraising 
campaigns led by Lord Roche, the Duke of 
Marlborough and Mayor Councillor Edgar 
Smith. The Mayor, Mayoress and councillors 
recently visited H.M.S. Magpie at Bristol. 
Now Mrs. J. Edwards of 7 Alexandra Square in 
Chipping Norton tells that her husband Pte. 
J.H.C.Edwards, while stationed in Gibraltar, 
was invited on board the ship while she was 
there and shown a photo of the mayor’s visit. 
News that a Chippy Lad was on board quickly 
spread and he was given a tin of beer to mark 
the occasion.

VICTORY BONUS FOR CO-OPERATIVE  
EMPLOYEES

At their May meeting the Chipping Norton 
Co-operative Society resolved to pay a Vic-
tory Bonus to all staff, including those serving 
in the Forces, of either a half or one week’s 
wages. Chairman Mr. H.J.W. Hobbs said sales 
had advanced in all departments except in 
boot repairs where there was still a shortage of 
staff. The newly extended tea-room had record 
takings. Mr. Hobbs was able to recommend a 
dividend of 2s 1d in the pound and the finan-
cial position was “now stronger than ever and 
a monument to the pioneers who first started 
the society nearly eighty years ago”. He also 
reported the important purchase of property, 
which would give the Society additional shop 
frontage of about ninety feet facing the Market 
Square, ‘situated in the best shopping area in 
the town’. The Society hoped they would soon 
be welcoming home many of their employees 
now serving with H.M. Forces. Amongst So-
ciety donations agreed was one of £25 to the 
Oxford Eye Hospital’s rebuilding fund.

LOCAL NURSE COMMENDED 
Miss Eluned Megan Lewis, a nursing sister at 
Chipping Norton, has been commended for 
gallantry. A member of the Queen Alexandra 
Nursing Yeomanry Service, Miss Lewis was 
staying at Rollright Manor when an American 
plane crashed nearby last December. In response 
to an urgent appeal and with complete disregard 
for her safety, she crawled into the wreckage to 
administer morphia to the crew of the plane.

MADGE BUNTING CALLS IN HOME
The first Chippy girl to go overseas has just 
been home for a spot of leave. Madge Bunting 
of Churchill Road went over with the A.T.S. 
in January and served with the anti-aircraft 
battery in Brussels. She is now stationed near 
Hanover. Madge said that while they were in  
Belgium  they were allowed to go out in groups 
and see the sights but now they are in Germany 
they are only allowed out in the care of armed 
British troops – and one may be sure our lads 
do not object!

BAKER’S LASS IN REICH
Mary Primrose Lord, known to many of Chip-
ping Norton housewives as the pleasant cheery 
baker’s roundswoman who delivers their bread 
is on another round of delivery. But instead of 
loaves, she is dispensing mercy and relief to thou-
sands of destitute and hungry refugees, herded 
by the fortunes of war into vast ‘Displaced 
Persons’ camps in north-west Germany. Mary 
drives a mobile canteen with one of six Salvation 
Army Units. Homeless and poverty-stricken, the 
majority of the refugees are a prey to epidemics 
and the consequences of malnutrition: catastro-
phes which Mary Lord and her colleagues are 
endeavouring to forestall.

FIRE SERVICE PLANS DISCUSSED
The main topic  at the August Town Council 
meeting was the future of the Fire Service lo-
cally. Full-time members of the National Fire 
Service are now requesting release and their  
Commander said they could not do so until a 
further eight men had been  recruited. Several 
councillors suggested that there were difficult 
demands on new recruits – although Alderman 
Major said the recruiting method was the best 
one to encourage the type of men required.

If you have to 
do this to find 

out – he doesn’t!  
And the reason 
might easily be 
– dingy teeth.

Use Colgate Dental 
Cream twice dai ly 
and be proud of your 
Colgate-clean teeth ... 
brilliantly white teeth 
in a fresh and fragrant 
mouth – with that 
fascinating shine and 
sparkle which are so 
much admired.

Play Safe! use
COLGATE

RIBBON DENTAL CREAM
1/1 Including Tax



MARRIAGES

WATTS – ASHBY
The marriage took place at the Methodist 
Church, Chipping Norton on Tuesday May 22nd 
of Miss Phyllis Joan Ashby, of Little Rollright, 
and Mr. William Ernest Watts of 12 Diston’s 
Lane, Chipping Norton. The Bride, who was 
given away by her father, was dressed in white 
satin with head-dress of orange blossom and 
a veil and carried a bouquet of red carnations. 
Her bridesmaids were dressed in pale peach 
satin with pale blue head-dress and peach veils 
and carried blue irises and pink pyrethiums; 
also gold cross and chain, gifts from the bride-
groom. Captain Cecil Watts was best man. The 
reception was held at the Co-operative Hall 
after which the bride and bridegroom left for 
their honeymoon at Leamington Spa. The bride 
wore a pale blue dress and fawn Jigger coat with 
accessories to match. Mr. and Mrs. Watts are 
both in H.M. Forces. 

SOUCH – MILLS
The wedding took place on Saturday August 
18th at the Methodist Church of Bernard Souch, 
youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Souch of Hill 
Farm Salford and Doreen Mills, only daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. H.G. Mills Salford.  The hymns 
“O Perfect Love” and “Lead us heavenly Father 
lead us” were sung. The bride was attired in 
powder blue with veil and headdress to match. 
She carried pink carnations and love in the mist. 
Her bridesmaid wore a rose pink marocain two-
piece suit with veil and headdress to match and 
carried bronze chrysanthemums.

BRAIN – COOKE – On July 31st at the Civic 
Centre, Southampton, Charles Brain to Eva Julia 
Cooke of Chipping Norton.
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News around town

BASEBALL SEASON OPENS
The first game in the Pillars Cup League (Base-
ball) took place on the London Road Diamond 
on Sunday  May 27th when the Co-op team under 
their captain Mr Moulder beat the Cardinals 
(captain Mr Powers) with scores at 24 -14. Mr. 
Fred Lewis, Wartime Controller of the Oxford-
shire County Baseball Association, informs us 
that Chadlington are to enter the League which 
“should give added zest to the games”. In another 
exciting game in August “Tippings Old-timers” 
beat “Moulder’s Babies” by 8-4 with Mr. Lewis 
umpiring in this his 33rd year in organised base-
ball. Collections during future games will be 
for the benefit the rebuilding of the Oxford Eye 
Hospital.

LOCAL POLICE AT PLAY
A lively cricket match took place at Chadlington 
in June when the village cricket team enter-
tained a side composed mainly of police from 
Chipping Norton.Chadlington elected to bat 
first on a fiery wicket but were dismissed by 
their opponents for the surprisingly small total 
of 32 – even though opening bowler P.C. Wright 
from Hook Norton was unable to play as he was 
on special duty. P.C. Davis hit a ball clean out 
of the extensive grounds to the discomfiture of 
an adjacent window.

BANK HOLIDAY GYMKHANA
The Bank Holiday Gymkhana arranged by the 
British Legion was held once again at the sports 
ground on London Road in August. It attracted 
a large number of visitors although just prior to 
the opening a hailstorm left the field covered in 
white! The organising committee was headed by 
General C.H.P. Winser. Teas and refreshments 
were provided by Mrs. Haines of School House, 
New Street assisted by the Women’s section of 
the Legion. The Fur and Feather Show secretary 
was Mr. G. Hovard. 18 events attracted over 
140 entries. In guessing the weight of the pig 
Mr. W. Grantham of Rock Hill was nearest with 
84lbs. 5oz.

ANNUAL HOSPITAL EFFORT
The annual hospital effort was held in August, 
the proceeds as in previous years to aid the 
Chipping Norton War Memorial Hospital. Brisk 
business was done on the produce stall run by 
Mrs. Burford and Mrs. Gray. Mr. W.G. Keen 
again organised his competition and there was 
a well attended dance in the evening at the Town  
Hall.

ALLEGED FOWL-KILLING BY DOG
Mrs. E.F. Coode of Enstone was ordered at 
Chadlington Petty Sessions to keep her black 
chow dog under control after the hearing of 
a case in which it was alleged the animal had 
killed several fowls valued 25/- each from Manor 
Farm. Mrs. Coode said the dog responsible was 
not hers.

PERSONAL
MEN OLD AT 40! Be as young as you were at 
25. Oystrax Tonic Tablets contain revitalizers, 
rejuvenators, invigorators.  First dose starts new 
life, vigour, vital force. At all chemists, only 3/6 
(plus Purchase Tax).

SITUATIONS VACANT
WANTED at once; HANDYMAN for duties at 
Chipping Norton District War Memorial Hospital 
– Apply in writing to Matron.

WILLIAM BRINDLE, 11 High St, Chipping Norton 
requires a SHOP CLEANER once or twice a week, 
also a HANDYMAN for two or three hours a day. 
Apply personally.

WANTED – good plain COOK; other staff, help 
morning and evening; Esse Cooker, Chamberlayne, 
“The Elm”, Chipping Norton.

FOR SALE
BOY’S JUVENILE CYCLE. 18in frame, in good 
order;  £3 10s – A.G. Brindle, Walterbush Road, 
Chipping Norton.

FOR SALE – Cocker Spaniel Dog (Golden), 16 
months, by Dominant of Elleswater – Rosalie of 
Aingarth – On view, 21 High Street, Chipping 
Norton.

LADY’S BICYCLE for Sale – Can be seen Saturday 
afternoon. Ivy House, Chipping Norton.

FETE SKITTLES – Sale or hire. Fred Lewis, Tel-
ephone Chipping Norton 73.

POULTRY, EGGS &c.
KARSWOOD POULTRY SPICE does not con-
tain any hot forcing ingredient but it DOES 
contain ground insects, the hens’ natura l 
stimulant and egg-producer. Karswood birds 
are healthy prolif ic layers. Try 1/3d packet 
from Craft and Sons Ltd., 6/7 Market Place, 
Chipping Norton.

MISCELLANEOUS
“PIGS WOULD NOT THRIVE – they began to 
look worse than when I bought them.  Then I tried 
Karswood Pig Powders and my pigs went ahead 
and never looked back” says Mr F.I.J. of Grimsby 
– Try 1/3d packet; Craft & Sons Ltd, 6/7 Market 
Place, Chipping Norton.

BEAUTIFY YOUR FURNITURE with Fashene 
Polishing Cream! Guaranteed finest pre-war 
quality – Get Fashene from Chipping Norton 
Co-operative Society Ltd., 4 High St., and 
Branches.

CELEBRATE the good news by purchasing your 
own Piano NOW; you can get a good instrument 
free of purchase tax at Andrews, who have the 
largest selection in this part of the country.

The Chronicle
None of the vacancies for women advertised 
in these columns relates to a woman between 
18 and 41 (inclusive) unless such a woman 
(a) has living with her a child of hers under 
the age of 14 or (b) is registered under the 
Blind Persons Acts or (c) has a Ministry 
of Labour permit to allow her to obtain

employment by individual effort.

Already hundreds of Naafi girls have gone 
to North Africa, the Middle East, Italy and 
France – now they are in Germany itself. 
As the situation develops Naafi’s service 
overseas becomes more widespread & 
elaborate. All this increases the call for more 
staff. Your local Employment Exchange 
will supply you with a copy of the Naafi 
Pamphlet and an application form.

NAAFI
THE OFFICIAL CANTEEN ORGANISATION FOR H.M. FORCES


