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Chippy embraces the 
trend for a healthier lifestyle                         

A UK-wide cycling surge for work and 
leisure looks like hitting Chipping Norton – in 
spite of those rolling Cotswold hills. Covid 
Lockdown, transport worries, and 
Government cycling campaigns have 
accelerated a trend. Bike use has tripled in 
places, and some Oxfordshire bike stores 
report doubled sales.  

Chippy bikers out and about! This 
summer, bikes have emerged from garden 
sheds – including some for sponsored charity 
rides (pictured above). Chippy’s own 

 50p

B    m

TYCycles, in Worcester Road, have seen a 
surge in business. Visiting bikers and walkers 
have increased, with the Town and Cotswolds 
an ‘escape to the country’ destination. 

Town plan for cycling In September, a 
cycling blueprint from Transition Chipping 
Norton got great Town Council support – 
with ideas such as Get Into Cycling initiatives, 
new routes (including using the old railway 
line as a cycle track) and a cycling champion. 
The Council’s ‘Vision’ for town growth also 
promotes safe cycling. Full story inside. 

Bicycle 

Claire Quick                   
& Monica 

Overbury ride 
300 miles for the 
Lawrence Team:   

see Letters

Summer cycling  
visitors from 

Abingdon stop   
off in Chippy for 

refreshments               
al fresco

Chippy lads raise over £10,000 for Bowel Cancer UK — see p7

News in this issue:
Sparkling new Shuttle Bus: 
High Sheriff Amanda Ponsonby 

cuts the ribbon to launch the 

Town’s shiny new Shuttle Bus 

Cinema plan at Harpers: 
Planning application is logged for 

empty site – linked to possible 

boutique hotel at HSBC?

• War Memorial Hospital centenary ...               

and those Chippy Babes  

• Chippy stays on Covid Hotspot alert  

• Facelift for our fading street signs?  

• Rollright mother was Russian spy  

• Escape to the country: grand houses in 

town for sale 

Plus all the Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools & Letters 

And also ...      
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Chippy on Covid alert 
Keep Calm and Carry On – carefully! 

These dates and information may be different to previously 
advertised. 

The clinics are only bookable via our 24 hour 
automated telephone system, please dial 01608 642742 
to access this system. You will need your date of birth, 
your current registered telephone number and the 
clinic date you would like to book your appointment, to 
hand before making your call. To receive a reminder 
text you must have a mobile telephone number 
registered with the health centre. Please persevere with 
the system if it doesn’t connect first time, as using this 
method allows us to keep our care navigators free to 
serve our unwell patients contacting us for help. 

Due to the uncertainty of the current climate we must 
always respect and follow the up-to-date government 
guidance regarding COVID-19. This means that the way 
we will carry out our flu clinics is subject to change if 
guidance changes. 
Please visit www.chippingnortonhealthcentre.nhs.uk to 

keep up to date with flu clinic information.

FLU CLINICS
We are holding weekend flu clinics on the following dates:

Saturday 17th October & Sunday 18th October 
for Patients AGED 65+ ONLY 

Both clinics run 8.30am – 3pm                   
& MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE                

(see booking info below)

New Covid-19 restrictions – In September, Chipping Norton 

faced new restrictions as Covid cases and hotspots sprang up 

around the country. The simple ‘rule of 6’ 

means only groups of six can meet indoors 

or outside; exceptions are for work, 

education, and organised sport outside. 

Larger groups will be dispersed and could 

be fined. Then from 24 September, six 

months of restrictions were signalled, with 

pubs and restaurants, with table service only, closing by 10pm, 

and all shop staff wearing facemasks. Thames Valley Police 

Assistant Chief Constable Christian Bunt said, ‘Preventing 

spread of Covid is a shared effort. The new rules are very clear 

and we hope all members of the public follow them’. 

Oxfordshire ready for clampdown – Covid-19 weekly 

cases in West Oxfordshire to 22 September were at 8 per 

100,000 (nationally 24), but Oxford reached 31 per 100,000 

and around 40,000 students will be in Oxford by early 

October. Oxford City was on amber alert and nearby West 

Midlands areas are on local lockdowns. Ansaf Azhar, 

Oxfordshire’s Director of Public Health said, ‘Only by cutting 

the number of close interactions between individuals can we 

stop the spread’. Oxfordshire’s leaders have new powers to 

close shops, restaurants, and even outdoor areas if social 

distancing, masks and other guidance are not followed.  

Testing frustrations locally – Almost all Chippy’s children 

have returned to school – but with any symptoms, it’s ‘stay at 

home and get a Covid test’. September saw positive tests 

locally, with guidance followed with ‘test, trace close contacts, 

and isolate’ action.  But, Oxfordshire included,  

Covid-19 testing systems have been struggling 

with increased demand. Tests need to be 

booked by calling 119 or via gov.uk/ 

coronavirus. The News heard of some success 

but also tales of frustration with hours spent 

on the internet to find a test and then ‘none 

available’ during the day until each evening’s release of more. 

Some priority slots exist for key workers – including school 

staff on the Government’s priority list. As ever, more capacity 

is promised ‘soon’.  

Get the App and take care – Many in Chipping Norton 

are now downloading the official Covid-19 tracking App and 

seem to be taking care (including wearing masks). Many older 

and vulnerable residents are continuing to avoid any risks out 

and about – but the strain of not seeing loved ones remains. 

There still these three simple actions to help us all: 

• Wash hands regularly 

• Wear a face covering in enclosed spaces 

• Make space – at least 2 metres apart, or 1 metre with a 

face covering 

Chippy needs to continue to work together to stay safe, take 

care of ourselves and our community. Finally – Flu jabs are 

strongly recommended this year. Ask your pharmacy or the 

Health Centre. 

Recognition for Health Centre staff 
Over the last few months, there have been tremendous 

efforts on many fronts to provide health, care and support 

to the local community. Chipping Norton Health Centre 

has found itself dealing with huge demands and 

implementing major changes to deal with Covid-19 

alongside its normal busy service. On the front line has 

been the team of GP Care Navigators. To maintain patient 

safety most clinical consultations have been carried out by 

phone or video and the CN team on reception have been 

working tirelessly to keep patients updated about the 

changes, whilst answering a huge increase in patient calls. 

On Wednesday 26 August Amanda Ponsonby, High Sheriff of 

Oxfordshire, visited the Health Centre to recognise the 

outstanding work carried out by the GP Care Navigators 

during the recent lockdown. 

High Sheriff Amanda Ponsonby pictured with Health Centre 
Care Navigators during her visit in the summer
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Boutique cinemas at Harpers? 
At their September meeting, Chipping Norton Town Council 

learned that a planning application had been submitted to 

WODC to convert the large empty Harpers retail site, at the 

end of the High Street. The application was not public at time 

of writing, but the News understands it may include two small 

cinema screens and other leisure facilities. The architects and 

planners representing the developer are West Waddy ADP 

who, as normally expected, have held private pre-applications 

discussions with both WODC and Town Council 

representatives. Generally, development of our vacant town 

centre properties is welcomed, but this will clearly be another 

major proposal for the town centre – with significant 

implications. The consortium behind the proposal appears to 

include Setha, the same company which hopes to build a 

boutique hotel and restaurant at the old HSBC building. Setha, 

in their discussions, had mentioned ‘the Soho House effect’ as 

influencing their investment in the area. WODC have yet to 

determine that hotel planning application which was 

supported by the Town Council but with issues raised about 

town centre parking.  

Although they had few details, Councillors said they were 

concerned about the impact that cinema proposals might 

have on the viability of Chipping Norton Theatre, which 

currently shows films and had itself in the past expressed 

interest in finding additional space in town. Attractive new 

hotel and leisure facilities could of course bring new visitors 

to Chippy to explore the Town’s amenities – including, of 

course, the Theatre whose Director John Terry has spoken to 

representatives of the cinema applicant, and is set for further 

discussions with them. He said he would keep the Town 

Council fully informed. The Town Council will now need to 

review the submitted plans. The normal protocol would then 

see them consider pros and cons related to planning issues, 

before expressing their individual or collective view in public. 

Cedar Therapy’s new salon 
Readers and beauty 

watchers may have 

noticed that Cedar 

Therapy has hopped 

over to the other 

side of West Street 

into a beautifully 

fitted-out new salon. 

One News Team 

member took the 

plunge and, under 

not a whole heap of 

duress, went for a 

55-minute whole 

body Swedish 

massage in one of 

the two calming 

treatment rooms. He reported back that ‘it was great – very 

relaxing and restorative’. The Cedar team are also developing 

the basement for another few treatment rooms so, all in all, 

Chippy’s need for pampering and taking time out to be good 

to ourselves should be well catered for. The salon is operating 

under full Covid guidance: staff wear visors, clients sanitise 

hands and are temperature-checked, similar to other salons 

and spas. Our guinea pig Team member said everything was 

exceptionally clean and he felt extremely safe. 

Latest on bus stop saga 
Will Walterbush Road bus users finally get their bus shelter 

back? It’s been two wet winters since Chipping Norton Town 

Council removed the shelter due to antisocial behaviour. A 

2018 petition from upset bus users saw the Council agree to 

We’re back on the streets! Last month, 

the volunteer Chippy News team was 

delighted to get a full ‘normal’ September 

issue back on sale around town in 20+ 

honesty boxes – and, thanks to all the loyal 

readers, we sold out the 1600 copies we 

printed. This month we’ve printed more – and 

we hope everyone can find their 50p pieces 

from those forgotten coin jars. The volunteer 

News Club started in 1976 after a Town Hall 

meeting with the aim of providing 

information ‘by the community for the 

community’ and we want it to carry on! 

Are you still staying at home? Can’t get 

out to buy the News? If you have your 

newspapers delivered from either Cotswolds 

or West Street Newsagents, then ask them 

and they will kindly include your monthly 

Chippy News, charge the 50p on the bill, and 

pop the money to us in our box. Many thanks 

to them. You can also subscribe for £20 per 

year and have your Chippy News posted to 

you directly. Details p35. 

Come and help out? The News is run 

entirely by volunteers and relies on lots of 

others contributing stories and help. If you 

fancy sending us something, or writing or 

editing articles, helping with computer 

desktop publishing, or just joining in the fun 

and meeting a friendly team (including by 

Zoom!) then call Jill on 01608 643219 or 

email chippymail@aol.com 

Did you get your Chippy News?

The Cedar team have hopped over the road!
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replace it, but then change its mind after police advised 

against. Earlier this year, Councillors had yet another 

discussion and said a smaller shelter might return. 

September’s Council meeting heard that they are now going 

to……arrange another site visit with all parties there. So no 

decisions as yet and timescales are awaited. The Council are 

also looking at repairs to (still existing) bus stops in Cornish 

Road and London Road. 

Police Stn & hospital progress? 
It looks as though two of Chippy’s most iconic but empty 

buildings, at the end of Horsefair, might be brought back to 

life: the former Police Station (pictured above) and the War 

Memorial Hospital. Firstly, the boarded up old Police Station, 

vacated by Thames Valley Police in June 2019, was bought by 

Nimbus Property Developments of Reading, who have now 

submitted a planning application for conversion to three 

houses, four flats and one new house in the grounds. The 

building was built in 1865, following the County and Borough 

Police Act of 1856, to the design of William Wilkinson, 

architect of other local police stations and Oxford’s Randolph 

Hotel. Historic England were asked to assess whether the 

building was important enough to receive statutory 

protection, but concluded it had been altered too much. 

Nevertheless, the developer’s sensitive proposal appears to 

retain the character and appearance of the building, whilst 

converting it to productive use. Chipping Norton Councillors 

welcomed the plan but with reservations on insufficient 

parking. They had in the past considered raising public funds 

possibly to purchase the site for some community use – but 

the idea did not progress. WODC will determine the 

application in due course. 

Secondly, the former War Memorial Hospital (opened in 

September 100 years ago – see p16) was sold by the NHS to 

St Charles Homes 10 years ago – and remains empty and in a 

deteriorating condition. Having secured planning permission 

for the conversion of the main hospital into two homes and 

the construction of 12 new homes in the grounds, the 

developer then put the site up for sale some years ago – 

including at an auction. But with no buyer found at the right 

price, St Charles Homes may still be intending to develop the 

site themselves. They have been clearing all outstanding details 

with WODC, and environmental services have been on site, 

but the second three-year old planning permission was due to 

expire on 1 September unless construction work had started. 

St Charles Homes did not respond to our request for 

information. With work at nearby The Chestnuts building also 

progressing, this prominent corner of town may yet spring 

back into life. 

Town centre developments 
On other Town Centre developments, work has started on 

transforming the large property at 4 West Street on the right 

side of Hitchmans Mews, with planning permission for retail 

and residential renovation. Behind the project is entrepreneur 

Nick Grant (see Wigwam article p13) with another business 

venture with positive investments in the Town. Next, the large 

empty store below the Co-op, previously Beales, is owned by 

Midcounties Co-op and the News understands there have 

been discussions with potential new retail occupiers. The 

News has asked the Midcounties’ press agency for an update 

but so far no response. Finally, plans for taking forward 

development of The Branch (the old NatWest building) as a 

community hub by St Mary’s Church are progressing – more 

expected next month.  

Apple Pressing plans scuppered 
Plans for Chippy's Community Orchard to celebrate their 

Apple Pressing Day on 

Sunday 20 September 

were cancelled because 

of latest Covid-19 

restrictions. The 

Orchard's Heather 

Leonard said, 'Enjoy the 

Community Orchard 

for picnics and picking. It 

would have taken more 

than six volunteers to 

run the pressing production line and safety of visitors was 

also a concern. We are sorry the rules prevented us from 

juicing your apples, Look forward to Blossom and Apple Days 

next year'. But please don't let that stop everyone doing 

something different with your extra apples – see our autumn 

feature on p17.  

Plans for Remembrance 
Allowing for Covid-19 restrictions, the British Legion in 

Chipping Norton will mark both Remembrance Day (Sunday 

8 November, when the Queen is hoping to attend the 

Cenotaph) and Armistice Day on 11 November (See letters 

page for details) Arrangements for a 8 November 

Remembrance Day service at St Mary’s and Town Hall salute 

were discussed at September’s Town Council meeting with 

input from the Legion’s Mike Dixon. Councillors decided to 

await further Government guidance as Covid restrictions are 

updated.  

The old hospital building has been empty for 10 years
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Promoting cycling in Chippy 
More and more people have been taking up cycling recently. 

It was already a trend, but Covid has seen activity increase 

everywhere – both for keeping healthy and for transport out 

and about locally. Tom Yeatman, who, with his brother Rob, 

started TYCycles in the Worcester Road Estate, told the News 
that there’s been an extraordinary surge of new bike users – 

including in and around town. Some manufacturers ran out of 

stock – as Tom said, ‘it was toilet rolls, it’s now bikes!’ Many 

people prefer taking their exercise outdoors and cycling is 

near the top of the list. TYCycles repair, hire and sell bikes – 

particularly for specialist roadracers, but they’ve seen a big 

increase in servicing as long-forgotten bikes are brought out 

of the shed! Tom welcomes anyone to call or drop in and find 

out all about bikes! 

Chipping Norton Town Council’s vision 

for the Town’s expansion includes ideas 

for making cycling easier, enjoyable and 

safe. In September, Councillors 

discussed ideas from Marcus Simmonds 

of Transition Chipping Norton to 

promote all this, including: 

- promotional events and Get into 

Cycling initiatives 

- plans for routes in town on back streets and lanes 

- feasibility of converting the old railway track through 

Chippy 

- special routes for enthusiasts, rookies, and ‘tricky trails’ for 

children 

- a community enterprise for e-trikes 

- a Cycling Champion and local accessible cycling guides. 

To move this along, TCN say resources will be needed – but 

grants are available. Ideas could be taken forward under a new 

Town Placemaking Forum, proposed by the Town Council as 

part of their Vision for the East Chipping Norton growth plan. 

At September’s meeting the Councillors applauded Marcus’s 

ideas and enthusiasm, agreeing to look at them further. 

Councillors Sandra Coleman, Lexy Tuckwell and Jo Graves 

(chair of the Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC), will take ideas 

forward with Marcus through the TAC. Cycling Champions 

from County (Cllr Suzanne Bartingon) and District (Cllr Dan 

Levy) will be put in touch for support. 

Chippy Larder moves to Guildhall  
The popular family food subscription service, the Chippy 

Larder, backed by the charity SOFEA, has now set up base in 

Chipping Norton’s Guildhall with a temporary licence from 

WODC. The Larder provided a tremendous service over the 

lockdown months to local families, offering (with some 

generous donations and other support) over 7000 free 

weekly food packs. They have now turned to a more normal 

subscription service with members selecting their own 

weekly food choices for a small fee. The Larder is registering 

as a separate charity to focus on the Chipping Norton local 

area. For information or to volunteer, please email 

thechippylarder@gmail.com or else visit their website: 

www.thechippylarder.com or Facebook. 

Hunt’s on the move 
Sounds and smells from the Heythrop Hunt Kennels on 

Kennel Lane, Worcester Road, may soon be only a memory 

for locals, if the Hunt’s plans to relocate the kennels come to 

fruition. The Hunt has planning permission for six new houses 

at the kennels site and has appealed against refusal of 

permission for a further two new homes. Earlier this year the 

Hunt secured planning permission for new premises to house 

100 hounds and 12 horses at South Lawns Estate, near 

Swinbrook. Concern about ‘near misses and incidents’ on the 

busy A44 in Chipping Norton is apparently behind the 

relocation. The News spoke to Master Simon Lawrance, who 

confirmed their intention to move ‘within a year at least’ but 

Covid had delayed construction work at Swinbrook. So, what 

will the relocation mean for the traditional Boxing Day meet 

from The Fox in Chippy – so much part of the Town’s 

calendar? Master Lawrance confirmed that, ‘We will definitely 

meet in Chipping Norton for as long as we can. The move will 

have no impact; it is the middle of our county and we intend 

to continue’. He added that they were reviewing the situation 

around Covid and that, if there was no meet this Boxing Day, 

it would be because of Covid restrictions and not because the 

kennels were relocating. He was quite clear. 

The TYCycles Team all set to service your old bike!

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

LOCAL, EXPERIENCED 
AND INSURED 

07964 286 097

The Chippy Larder’s new home in The Guildhall
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Chippy growth plan updated 
After debate last month on Chippy’s major 1000+ home 

expansion (see September News), concerned residents are 

still waiting for pronouncements from Oxfordshire County 

Council and West Oxfordshire District Council. Landowner 

OCC leads on producing their Masterplan with their 

proposals for the East Chipping Norton Strategic 

Development Area. According to County Cllr Hilary Biles, this 

could now be October, but Town Councillors remain angry 

they’ve had little or no contact from OCC for nearly a year, 

on sharing ideas, in spite of recently sending the Town’s Vision 

Statement to key OCC players. 

Meanwhile, WODC’s Planning Guidance for the site was 

due out for consultation in September. But with key staff on 

Covid-19 duties, timetables have slipped. WODC told the 

News that they hoped to release a draft before Christmas. 

This should provide more detail beyond the Local Plan and 

hopefully incorporate, or at least endorse, the aspirations of 

the Town Council in their Vision document – sent to all 

Chippy households in August. Meanwhile, anyone interested in 

seeing kind of detail that WODC might provide, try reading 

the action plan for the new Garden Village near Eynsham at 

www.westoxon.gov.uk/media/jsccjtcl/salt-cross-aap-pre-

submission-august-2020.pdf. 

Finally, WODC’s controversial proposal to charge 

developers zero Community Infrastructure Levy on strategic 

housing sites across the District, includes the 1000-plus homes 

at East Chipping Norton. Town Council and residents have 

strongly objected to what amounted to broken promises about 

money that might be available to fund vital town improvements. 

WODC told the News that they’ve received about 188 

responses to their consultation (which ended 21 August). They 

would post an analysis on their website soon. All responses are 

being sent for public examination by a Government Inspector, 

who will decide whether WODC’s zero charge rate is sound 

or not. This timetable is due soon, but it is unlikely any CIL 

charges will be introduced until later in 2021. 

Teatime for Town Hall clock? 
Had you noticed the silence from 

Chipping Norton’s Town Hall clock? No, 

the clock wasn’t in lockdown. The bell 

hammer needs repairing and Town 

Councillors were discussing repairs 

costing £3,000 plus VAT. It needs a truck 

and a 38-metre hoist to get up to help! 

Ding Dong! On inspection one mid-

September evening around 7pm, the 

clock was still three hours behind, 

showing a few minutes to 4 o’clock – 

more like the time for afternoon tea. 

This would have pleased our Victorian 

ancestors. Afternoon tea was introduced 

in England by Anna, the seventh Duchess of Bedford, in 1840. 

Apparently, the Duchess became hungry around four o’clock in 

the afternoon. She asked that a tray of tea, bread and butter and 

cake be brought to her room during late afternoon. This 

became a habit of hers and she began inviting friends to join her. 

Meanwhile, at the time of writing, Chippy’s Town Hall clock is 

still ‘behind the times’ and awaiting repair. 

Diverting those HGVs  
There could be significant news on this saga in October, for 

Chippy campaigners who have long-battled for a solution to 

the (officially acknowledged) HGV and traffic pollution issues 

in the town centre. Oxfordshire County Council officers have 

been working for nearly 12 months on options for a more 

extensive HGV Chippy action plan affecting the main A44 

through town. A year ago, in September 2019, a summer 

placard campaign was followed by a packed Town Hall meeting 

of angry local councillors and residents. They grilled OCC’s 

Leader, Ian Hudspeth, on why the County had failed for years 

to keep its commitments to implement longstanding 

recommendations in an official Air Quality Action Plan. At 

least four official reports and many plans and promises have 

been made over 20+ years. So, optimism for any practical 

action is not great. However, renewed pressure led to a 

resolution for OCC to actually do something – put by our 

County Councillor – being passed unanimously at a full 

County Council meeting. It called for a solution to HGV 

issues, including possible weight limits and alternative lorry 

routes. So, what progress on these ‘options’? OCC 

representatives are due to meet (via Zoom) Chipping Norton 

Town Councillors on 15 October to update them on 

progress. The meeting is not public and so a public report 

from Town or County Councillors next month is awaited.  

GLYME HALL LTD 
Charity number: 1147379

The charity is responsible for the running of 
Glyme Hall, Burford Road and has a board of 
volunteer trustees to do so. Glyme Hall is a 
community facility used by various groups for 
activities such as ballet, yoga, art classes, 
meetings, youth club, older people’s clubs, mother 
& toddler groups and many more. The trustees 
would like to recruit some new members to bring 
new ideas and perspectives to the charity.  
If you feel you have the commitment and a 
willingness to serve the community of Chipping 
Norton and would like to find out more please 
contact the current Chair of Trustees (Don 
Davidson) by e-mailing Glyme Hall at 
glymehall@gmail.com or visit the website 
www.glymehall.co.uk 

Town Council’s Vision – response awaited

Always time for tea 
in Chippy ...
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Cycling for charity … & Sarah 
On 13 September, a team of Chipping Norton lads completed 

a magnificent 55-mile Cotswold Cycle challenge raising 

money for Bowel Cancer UK. Chris Belcher and friends were 

inspired after close friend and young mum, 37-year-old Sarah 

Townsend, was diagnosed with the disease unexpectedly last 

October. Sarah’s partner Nick Leader joined in the plan – 

originally aiming to join the London to Brighton ride which 

was scuppered by Covid-19. The local ride was the answer – 

to raise money for the charity to help save lives and improve 

the quality of life of those with the illness. They also wanted 

to support Sarah through her treatment.  

Sarah’s friend Carrie told the News, ‘The boys completed 

the ride without a hitch! Bar one moment of cramp and a 

puncture stop! They did so well – most of them only started 

cycling as their lockdown exercise. As they crossed the finish 

line through confetti and applause, they hit £10,000 on the 

fundraiser!! With an initial target of £3000 they are 

overwhelmed and grateful for every single donation. The 

weather was perfect and they stuck together through 55 

miles in 3 hours and 59 minutes with one break. We are so 

proud of them and this has spurred them on to make it annual 

charity event’. To add to the fundraising efforts, donate via 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cotswoldbikeride. Bowel 

cancer is the second biggest UK cancer killer, claiming more 

than 16,000 lives a year. 

Town Clerk: more pay & hours 
August saw the resignation of Chipping Norton Council’s 

Town Clerk Janine Sparrowhawk after a year in office. She has 

been dealing with a family illness, and also told the Council 

that her part-time hours were becoming insufficient to handle 

the workload of a busy council. Several councillors expressed 

appreciation for Janine’s efforts. An experienced locum Clerk, 

Janet Eustace, has taken on a temporary role. Another 

experienced officer, Louise Steele, has done a report for the 

Council on next steps, ‘benchmarking’ Chippy with similar 

parishes and towns. This was discussed at the September 

Council meeting, and Councillors agreed that, with increased 

workload, town growth, and more projects, a higher grade 

and salary together with full time hours, would be 

appropriate. A recruiting committee of Mayor Georgia 

Mazower, with Cllrs Don Davidson, Laetisia Carter, and 

Rizvana Poole, plus the locum Town Clerk, would meet as 

soon as possible for action. 

Russian spy – in Rollright!?! 
What’s the link between 

Hitler, Stalin, a bike, a pram and 

yummy cakes in Great 

Rollright? Find out in a new 

book, Agent Sonya: Lover, 
Mother, Soldier, Spy by historian 

and Times journalist, Ben 

Macintyre. A German Jew who 

nearly killed Hitler, and then a 

housewife living in Great 

Rollright in 1945, was in fact 

Colonel Ursula Kuczynski of 

the Red Army, a communist, a 

Soviet military intelligence 

officer, and spy who had 

operated in China, Poland and 

Switzerland before coming to 

Britain on Moscow’s orders. Living as a village housewife and 

mother (married to British citizen, Len Beurton) she would 

jump on her bike, complete with basket and ration book, to 

go shopping for supplies of both food and secrets. Top priority 

was running a spy network inside the UK’s atomic weapons 

research programme – including at nearby Harwell. Little did 

neighbours know that this cake-baking mother carried 

secrets in the pram and her outside toilet at The Firs housed 

a handmade radio.  

There’s also a Chippy connection, reported in the News a 

couple of years ago. Patrick Walters, a pupil at Chippy 

Grammar School from 1947–50, lived in Great Rollright and 

remembered Ursula’s daughter, Nina Beurton at Chippy 

School. Their mothers were friends. Patrick said the family 

suddenly did a bunk to East Berlin when MI5 began to question 

Mrs Beurton about involvement with Dr Fuchs, a Harwell 

atomic scientist later convicted as a Russian Spy. Fuchs would 

leave papers for her in our local countryside and she’d 

transmit the secrets by wireless from her house. The new 

book has sparked interest, including BBC reporters in 

Rollright searching for her hidden buried radio, and 

international publicity. Kati Martin in the New York Times called 

‘Sonya’ (Ursula) the ‘consummate multitasker, now cooking 

dinner, now cooking up explosives to blow up railways. 

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

 Agent Sonya: Lover, Mother, 
Soldier, Spy 

By Ben MacIntyre 
History's greatest female spy,                   

resident of Great Rollright 
 Signed copies available  

(while stocks last)

The stalwart cyclists celebrate the end of their fundraising 
Cotswold Challenge
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Domesticity was the perfect cover.’ She says author Macintyre 

enthrals, describing the territory between ‘devotion to a cause 

and sheer love of the game’. She asks how such a brilliant 

woman could serve some of history’s great monsters (Stalin) 

with all his brutality, which Ursula excused lightly. Kati ends 

‘She sacrificed everything – family, friends and morality – for a 

dream built on lies’. (Agent Sonya is £25 from Jaffé & Neale – 

with signed copies while stocks last!) 

Mentoring for Cottsway clients 
Cottsway Housing are offering free 

confidence-boosting mentoring 

sessions for tenants whose livelihoods 

have been affected adversely by Covid-

19. If you live in a Cottsway property, 

are aged 18+ and have lost your job or 

been furloughed in the lockdown, a 

free service is being trialled with a 

small number of people to discuss new 

skills, build confidence and get back on 

track. The sessions will run for six 

months, starting late October, and are 

being led by Neil Holman (pictured), 

an independent consultant specialising in employment 

support and mental health issues. Each month Neil will offer 

three hours of one-to-one support, either by phone or online, 

plus email support. Cottsway customers interested should 

call 01993 890000 or register via 

www.cottsway.co.uk/coaching before midday on Friday 16 

October. The trial is supported by a £3,600 grant from the 

Travis Perkins Legacy Fund. 

Shoe Box appeal time! 
It is that time of year again – 

time to get involved in the 

Shoe Box appeal with charity 

teams4U, supported by many 

in Chipping Norton. Last year 

over 50,000 shoe boxes were 

sent from teams4U from the 

UK to children and families in 

Eastern Europe. It shows the 

children that someone really 

cares about them. Maybe this 

year you would like to be part 

of it? It’s simple: choose an 

empty shoe box, cover it in 

Christmas wrapping paper, and 

decide if it’s gifts for a girl, a 

boy or a family. Choose an age: 

3-5, 6–11 or 12+ years, or a home box for a family. Then fill 

your shoe box with small suitable items. Suggestions are given 

on the leaflet. 

You could put in small toys, cars, yo-yo, a ball, teddy bear, 

etc – or educational supplies like pens, crayons, paper, etc. 

Hygiene items are also welcome like soap, toothbrush, flannel, 

etc. Or maybe a hat, gloves, scarf or necklace. Sweets and 

chocolate must have a sell-by date of at least March 2021. 

Don’t put in anything war-related, fragile or dangerous. Books 

are not ideal as many children cannot read English. Please also 

donate a minimum of £2.50 towards delivery. More guidance 

is on the leaflets in the Library, the Methodist Church or from 

Martin Hannant, 643653 or martinhannant27@gmail.com. 

Boxes need to be returned by Sunday 8 November. Martin 

will either collect, if asked, or you can drop them at Holy 

Trinity School during school hours or the Methodist Church 

on Sunday morning between 10.30am and 12.30pm. See more 

at www.teams4U.com and thank you for all your help. 

Martin Hannant 

Celebrating Christmas in Chippy 
With Covid still an issue and guidance frequently changing, it 

looks possible that any major Christmas celebrations – either 

indoors, or around the Town – might be quite restricted. 

However, Chipping Norton Town Council are keen to keep 

spirits up – with appropriate guidance. It is hoped that the 

traditional decorated Christmas trees on the town centre 

buildings will continue. At their September meeting, 

Councillors also agreed to fund fairy lights in another large 

town centre tree and more decorative lighting along Middle 

Row. 

There could also be an ‘Illuminating Chipping Norton’ 

weekend in December with some ambitious displays, 

installations and performances – all professionally run with 

Covid-secure procedures. Mayor Georgia Mazower shared a 

presentation from Ian Nolan – who grew up Chippy and now 

runs a successful national events business. Ian, with partners, 

would be prepared to raise funding and organise the weekend 

– and asked the Town Council for a contribution of £3,500. 

Councillors expressed considerable enthusiasm for such a 

‘feel good’ occasion but said Covid progress and Government 

restrictions needed to be watched before any definite 

financial commitment was made. 

The Christmas Shoe Box 
appeal always generates lots of 

local support
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New St chestnut tree dangers 
A fierce August storm saw large tree branches torn off one of 

the old horse chestnut trees along New Street just inside the 

fence of the Recreation Ground. The boughs fell on to play 

area equipment and Chipping Norton Town Council, 

responsible for the play area, sectioned off the danger zone. 

Subsequently, the 

remaining recreation area, 

not threatened by the 

trees, was reopened. The 

land and trees are part of 

the ‘Regulated Pasture’ – 

often called The Common 

– controlled by the Field 

Reeves Trustees (see box 

below). Trustee John 

Grantham told the News 
that ‘sadly, all the trees 

(the chestnuts) are over 

120 years old and this is an 

ongoing very expensive 

problem’. The Trustees 

acted quickly to remove 

any other potentially dangerous overhanging branches – 

including where cars park on the main road. Warnings were 

put up not to park there until the trees were made safe. 

Calling Chippy bakers! 
Local Oxfordshire children’s 

hospice Helen & Douglas 

House knead your help! Whip 

out your wooden spoon, bring 

out your baking bowls and 

make a stir to celebrate 

National Baking Week by taking 

part in their virtual bake-off: 

Bake it ’til you make it. Get a slice 

of the action and the winner 

bakes all on 18 October. All 

entrants can show off their 

virtual baking skills to a panel 

including two judges from 

Channel 4’s Extreme Cake 
Makers as well as Emily Martin 

from Bicester, a 14-year-old baking star who has raised over 

£4,700 for Helen & Douglas, by baking cakes in memory of 

her friend Izzy who died at the Hospice. All adult entrants get 

a free baking box from Britain Loves Baking and children 

receive a Little Cooks Co baking box so they can practise 

their baking skills before the big day. Great prizes include 

three baking kits worth £250. All with the aim of raising 

money to help children like Jack who have life-shortening 

conditions. So if you’d like to join in this baking extravaganza 

visit www.helenanddouglas.org.uk for details. 

Enstone Food Market 
A new food market is up and running, on the third Sunday of 

the  month 10am – 1.30pm, in the Artyard Café car park, 

Enstone OX7 4NF. Helping organise it is local Enstone food 

business, Two Jolly Cooks, who supply home-cooked meals. It 

was started by Debbie Payne who has been a chef, caterer, 

gardener and businesswoman! For details contact 07928 

057722. Parking and toilets available. A great chance to 

support local businesses. Next market 18 October. 

Much of the land both sides of New Street 

near the Recreation Ground is part of 500 

acres originally gifted to the townsfolk of 

Chipping Norton by Richard Fitzallen, Earl of 

Arundel, in the 12th century. Sadly, following 

two enclosures in 1770 and 1849, all that 

remained for the public was either given as 

land to individuals who could prove rights to 

the original grant, or remained as just 75 

acres set aside as a ‘Regulated Pasture’ to 53 

owners of 85 stints (grazing rights). Since 

then, people have sold stints as though they 

were actual land and, between 1905 and 

1964, Chipping Norton Borough and 

subsequent Town Council deliberately 

bought stints until they numbered 58 of the 

remaining 85 and became the major stintholder. Some land 

has also been sold as Cemetery and Railway under Acts of 

Parliament.  

Storm damage at New Street Recreation Ground

The Field Reeves took safety action 
on New Street

Roughly 60 acres around the Town are now 

left. The land is collectively controlled by a 

Committee (representing the ‘stintholders’) 

which include their elected life Trustees, 

called the Field Reeves. They look after the 

land, including letting it out to tenant farmers 

and the Town Council to run its recreation 

area. So it is the Field Reeves as Trustees who 

have to use their limited income to maintain 

the land. John Grantham, a Life Trustee since 

1992, published a book called The Regulated 
Pasture which gives a detailed history of our 

Common Land. Copies are available from 

John, the Museum, and Jaffé & Neale. John, the 

Trustees and the Committee are keen to 

preserve and develop the ‘Regulated 

Pasture’ for the Town. John hopes that new land might be 

found to add to these valuable assets for the Town to 

enjoy in future years.  

Chipping Norton’s ‘Regulated Pasture’

Jack is one of the children 
who goes to stay at the 

Hospice and he loves baking!
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Dean pool plan for ex-PM 
A planning application has been submitted to West 

Oxfordshire District Council to install a heated outdoor 

swimming pool at the Dean home of David Cameron and his 

family. The Times reported that the 45ft long pool would have 

underwater lights and might cost around £50,000 – they 

suggest the nearby shepherd’s hut, installed in 2017 complete 

with wood burning stove, which the ex-PM used for memoir-

writing, would be an ideal place to warm up after a swim. Last 

year, the family installed a £8,000 hot tub at their holiday 

home in Cornwall. 

New interior design studio 
No 10 Middle Row in Chipping Norton has a new occupant 

– a specialist international interior 

design company, Studio Osborn. 

The renovated and stylishly 

refurbished listed building is a new 

Cotswolds location for the 

expanding company 

opening on Monday 5 

October. Lead designer, 

Bee Osborn (pictured 

above), is a multi award-

winning and inter-

nat iona l ly -acc la imed 

interior designer with 

over two decades of 

experience in the 

industry. Bee trained at 

the Inchbald School of 

Design in London, which 

runs the leading UK accredited design courses. Bee and her 

talented team work on large hotel and residential projects 

both local and globally. They provide ‘expertise, attention to 

detail and exceptional creativity’ producing ‘balanced 

harmonious interiors that are both practical and visionary’. 

Council reviews its structures 
With a new Mayor and Deputy in place, Chipping Norton 

Town Councillors discussed in September a proposal by 

Deputy Mayor Cllr Sandra Coleman for a project to look at 

simplifying their structure (currently nine formal committees). 

The proposed ‘restructuring review’ would look at simplifying 

things to speed up work, reduce effort by officers and perhaps 

build in additional time for more new project work. After 

discussion, in which a minority of councillors thought there 

was no need for change, councillors voted to set up the 

review. A working group of councillors, Sandra Coleman 

(chair), Laetisia Carter, Jo Graves, Lexy Tuckwell and Rizvana 

Poole, along with the Town Clerk, will form the committee, 

compare with other towns and best practice, and seek views 

from other councillors, particularly to build on past 

experience. The project will report back in a matter of weeks.  

Chippy schools – 150 years on 
With Chippy’s children finally back at school, the County 

Library service is celebrating the 150th Anniversary of a major 

event which made it all possible. In the summer of 1870 

Parliament passed an Education Act which for the first time 

provided ‘elementary’ education to all children aged 5–12. 

And if you’ve ever wondered why both Chippy’s primaries are 

church schools – this Education Act is the reason! Before 

1870, apart from the Roman Catholic school, the main town 

schools were the National School down Church Street (run 

by the Church of England) and the non-conformist British 

School in New Street (now the Dental Surgery with the Boys 

& Girls entrances still clearly marked!). Rivalry was fierce. The 

Vicar disapproved of his parishioners sending their children to 

the British School and sometimes put pressure on them to 

move. ‘Kidnapped by the Curate’ was written in the British 

School register by the names pupils who had been removed!  

The 1870 Act presented a challenge as there weren’t 

enough places for all the local children, who now had to be 

offered an education. Many towns built a non-denominational 

Board School, but Chippy’s religious leaders were appalled at 

such a thought and eventually built two new school buildings 

(now the Ace Centre & St Mary’s) paid for by town ratepayers 

topped up by a generous donation from local MP Albert 

Brassey. At the opening of the National School, the Bishop of 

Oxford expressed his preference for any sort of Christian 

school (even ‘primitive Methodist’!) rather than ‘a Board 

School where no religion is taught’. Education was still not 

free, so many couldn’t afford to send their children to school. 

During September 2020 the Oxfordshire Library service 

An early photograph of the British School in New Street – now 
the Dental Surgery
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marked this anniversary with an online exhibition celebrating 

the spread of literacy following this Education Act and hopes 

to encourage local communities to start a project about a 

local school.  

(Acknowledgements: Chipping Norton – The Story of a Market Town – David 
Eddershaw & Jan Cliffe & Pauline Watkins of Chipping Norton Museum.) 

Handing back St James Chapel 
Over Norton’s St James Chapel has a varied history, first 

appearing on the survey map drawn up by Henry Dawkins in 

1770 as an agricultural building. In the early 19th Century it 

was rented out as a school. That closed in 1903 and it then 

became a Mission Room. For forty years it was used for 

prayer meetings and as a village library before being licensed 

for Holy Communion and Divine Services in 1943 by the 

Bishop of Dorchester. A little known detail is that, throughout 

this time, the building never belonged to the Church but was 

made available for worship, courtesy of a generous rental 

arrangement with its owners.  

In recent years, the building’s fabric has slowly 

deteriorated requiring a significant sum which the Church 

cannot meet. So with great sadness, a decision has been 

reached to make preparations to surrender the chapel once 

again to its landlords. As a much-loved place of worship, the 

chapel has witnessed significant moments in the lives of 

several generations of villagers, and, until interrupted by 

Covid-19, has offered regular services to a loyal but 

diminishing congregation. A final service is being planned to 

celebrate the important place St James Chapel has held in 

people’s hearts and lives. As soon as a decision has been taken 

about what is possible within the Covid constraints, it will be 

widely communicated within the village.  

Promotion for our MP 
In September, Witney (and Chipping Norton) MP Robert 

Courts was promoted by Prime Minister Boris Johnson to 

become Minister for Aviation and Maritime in the Transport 

Department. He told the News he was delighted with the 

portfolio, which includes driving forward the work of the ‘Jet 

Zero’ Council aiming for zero-carbon transatlantic flight 

within a generation. Robert remains very keen on investment 

in transport infrastructure to help economic recovery, 

promoting improvements locally on the A40 trunk road from 

Witney to Oxford, and upgrades allowing more frequent 

trains on the Cotswolds Line through Kingham. Hopefully, he 

might also have his eye on funding long-awaited action to 

reduce Chipping Norton’s HGV and traffic pollution. He also 

mentioned valuable discussions recently with local people and 

businesses on measures to deal with Covid-19, and has been 

keeping in contact with local school heads. Contact 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk. 

Team Anna update 
Team Anna has been leading the amazing community-wide 

fundraising to support young 

Anna Drysdale and her 

family – currently still in the 

USA following Anna’s cancer 

treatment in New York. 

Sarah Jarman reports on 

Anna’s latest challenge – 

surgery for a broken arm. 

This has gone well, including 

the post-op checks. Anna 

now has metalwork holding 

everything together and 

stem cells and bone marrow 

injected to help restore 

blood supply. Over the next 

couple of months, she will 

continue with regular check-

ups at Scottish Rite Hospital. 

The surgical team there has been fabulous and Anna is in good 

hands. All being well, the family hopes to return home to 

Chipping Norton before Christmas. Sarah added, ‘Fundraising 

continues to help cover all the check-ups and unforeseen 

medical costs over the coming years. Anna's Sunflower field 

raised an amazing £800 and in September Southerndown 

As a family-run removals business, 
you can guarantee that here at 

Sumner Carriers we will  offer our 
customers a service which is 
always warm, welcoming and 

professional as well as 
competitively priced.   

Removals, Storage           
& Light Haulage

07950 657853 
sumnercarriers@yahoo.com

Anna’s beloved Puppy having 
his own MRI scan
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Care Home had another car wash for Team Anna. We 

welcome all fundraising ideas for Anna. If you would like to do 

something to contribute, please get in touch – just search for 

Go Team Anna on Facebook and Instagram.’ 

Offbeat Cotswolds stories 
Sean Callery is a blue 

badge guide offering 

‘offbeat’ walking tours of 

Chipping Norton, Hook 

Norton and Broadway 

over recent years. He a 

new book out called 

Offbeat Cotswolds that is 

worth a look. It’s not so 

much a guidebook as a 

wander along strange 

byways taking in weird 

and wonderful things: 

such as why the 16th 

Century almshouses in 

Chippy have eight doors 

but nine chimneys, or 

why there is a blue 

plaque in Hitchman’s Yard 

to Rev Edward Stone. Did you know that Bliss Tweed Mill was 

supposed to resemble a French Chateau, when architect 

George Woodhouse designed it in 1872? With 400 diverse 

stories and facts about the area, the book is illustrated with 

quirky, fun line drawings. It’s a refreshing new look at the 

Cotswolds, well worth using to visit places you might not have 

thought of. Find out facts like, how penguins in Burford use a 

billiard table or why cloudy glass annoyed Henry VIII, or when 

the first fizzy wine was brewed here in England rather than 

France. Offbeat Cotswolds costs £12, available from Jaffé & 

Neale Bookshop or see Sean’s website to buy it direct.  

Stop Press: From mid October to early December Sean is 

offering more walks in Chipping Norton ‘the town that 

moved uphill’. These are weekly on alternate Fridays and 

Saturdays – See wwwoffbeatcotswolds.com. He’s also leading 

weekly tours in Hook Norton every Wednesday and in 

Broadway on alternate Fridays and Saturdays. All tours last 90 

minutes and cost £12. Sean is registered on the Covid-aware 

'Good to go' scheme.  

Katharine House fundraising 
The Hospice team sent a huge thank you to everyone who 

signed up for the Midnight Walk Reimagined and put in 

some incredible efforts. Make a Will Week from 19 to 23 

October means you can make or amend your Will with a 

participating solicitors or Will Writers who have kindly 

agreed to waive their fees for a basic Will and make a 

donation to Katharine House. Details on the website. Join the 

weekly Katharine House Hospice Lottery to help the 

Hospice support local people with life-limiting illness. It’s from 

just £1 to enter each week Complete a memberships form 

online call 01295 816484. This month you can take part in a 

100% environmentally friendly virtual Hallowe’en Balloon 
Race on 31 October. Each balloon costs £3 and you can 

personalise it! £500 first prize. You can follow your virtual 

balloon without harming any wildlife from the comfort of 

your own home. The Hospice promotes the Living Well 

programme with a focus on Five Ways to Wellbeing: ‘get 

active, give, keep learning, take notice, and connect’. Katharine 

House has also started a Day in the Life of Katharine House 

featuring stories from staff members working through a 

‘normal’ day. Keep up to date by signing up to the digital, 

monthly newsletter, www.khh.orgnewsletter. 

Lido – That’s all, folks! 
Well, this summer’s Lido season in Chipping Norton was 

short and sweet, even with the extra week offered at the 

end. Having now closed for the winter, all that’s left to say 

is thank you. The weather was kind for the most part and 

definitely helped ensure the timed sessions were almost all 

booked up right to the end. The Lido team are grateful for 

everyone’s support for the new systems and pricing 

needed to manage distancing without risking the Lido’s 

longer-term viability. The level of support clearly 

demonstrates the appetite for swimming, especially 

outdoor swimming. Everyone who enjoyed their visits will 

want to join the Trustees in thanking all the volunteers and 

staff, a fantastic and dedicated team, who worked so hard 

to get the place open, managed the bookings, kept the 

place really clean and everyone safe. Who knows what next 

spring will bring but let’s hope the Lido can open in April 

as usual. Work continues behind the scenes during the 

closed season to that end, and the opening date will be 

confirmed in the usual places: the website, chippylido.co.uk, 

and ChippyLido on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Claire Williamson 

Sean pictured in front of Bliss Mill 
with his new book:                                   
Offbeat Cotswolds
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Local shops better for all! 
It seems lockdown life might have caused more people 

around Chipping Norton to favour shopping locally – not 

wishing to travel far but also keen to keep local businesses 

open and thriving in challenging times. The News Team spoke 

to Niki and Chris at Mr 
Simms Olde Sweet 
Shoppe who reported 

huge local support since 

June. They’ve even re-

instated a previous idea of 

a chocolate cabinet 

alongside their regular 

offerings. Niki felt ‘truly 

blessed’ by continued and 

increasing support from 

Chippy residents and 

August visitors provided 

an added boost. Claire at  

Fibreworks in Middle 

Row, like other local 

businesses which were 

able, was in action during lockdown giving a much-needed 

secondary service to people at home. This led to more 

recommendations and increased custom, with people taking 

up knitting, crochet or sewing. Claire believes that adapting to 

changing circumstances and keeping up the lockdown service 

has since seen more customers. Local residents say specialist 

shops need support and that face-to-face interaction and 

excellent customer service have become even more 

important post-lockdown. You simply can’t get this online! 

Another local business seeing recent increases has been 

Rogér’s Fresh Fish & Deli in New Street (pictured). 

Proprietor Debbie said she and Patrice have noticed how local 

shopping habits have ‘definitely altered’. Rogér’s responded 

immediately to lockdown by sending out weekly emails with 

what produce was being offered – and delivering free in their 

own time to those who preferred not to venture out. Word 

spread, and their customer base continues to increase.  

Local resident Kathleen Seeley told the News that she 

prefers the personal service offered by local businesses 

compared with large department stores or online shopping, 

adding, ‘you can’t beat being able to interact with shop owners 

and feeling they genuinely care. They all go out of their way to 

ensure they have what you need, or will do their best to get 

it’. So perhaps residents have come to value our local shops 

more than ever. It’s a two-way street: we support them, they 

will support us, resulting in a ‘Chippy bounce’ for our local 

shops. 

Ideas for a Digital High Street 
During lockdown a useful Facebook page, Chipping Norton 

Shopping Channel, was started to provide information on 

local retail and food businesses that were ‘up running, 

supplying and delivering’ locally when normal shopping was 

difficult. Now some of the organisers are keen to develop 

ideas with local businesses, including Chippy’s proactive local 

shops, to compete better using all the powers of the digital 

age. In September, they ran video discussions on this, and it 

looks like some good ideas could be taken forward. Ed Hall 

told the News that other towns of Chippy’s size are ‘ahead of 

the curve’ digitally, but we could take get ahead. Funding is 

available to help high streets and the key is to propose 

practical projects to get support and momentum. To get 

involved or for information contact ed.hall@edmundhall.com. 

Wigwam ventures expand 
After much publicity, a new car wash was launched in mid 

September at the former Countrywide Store site off the 

Banbury Road. A Chippy News Team member went to 

investigate, meeting Nick Grant, the local entrepreneur 

behind the venture and owner of the successful Wigwam 

storage business now set up nearby. First, the new car wash 

was tried out! On a sunny morning there was a buzz with cars 

being washed and valeted. While you wait you can chill out in 

a sumptuous new lounge. The team use top quality polish and 

wax leaving an impressive shine and protective coating on the 

paintwork, offering an antiviral dry mist spray inside the car to 

kill Covid-19 and more than 150 other harmful pathogens. 

Car wash manager Martin (his dad was in the top-end motor 

trade) said making cars look good was in his blood and, with 

location and quality service, he was confident of success. 

Thorough outside washes start at £13 … and they are 

recruiting more local people – call Nick on 01608 656300 or 

email hello@wigwamstorage.co.uk. The car wash is open 

Wednesday to Sunday 9am to 6pm. 

Nick has been adding to his Wigwam self-storage 

business with services to local businesses including a base 

for deliveries and post, and virtual office services such as 

telephone answering. There’s also a 10% discount on 

storage for OX7 businesses in the first three months. 

Wigwam also has a van for hire by existing Wigwam 

customers for £50 ex VAT a day or ‘with a man’ for £25 ex 

VAT per hour.  

Niki in Mr Simms Olde Sweet 
Shoppe on Topside

A new car wash now open next to Wigwam Self-Storage off the 
Banbury Road
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Junior Church fun! 
Chipping Norton Methodists’ Junior Church group met in 

early September for a socially distanced picnic, to share what 

they had done over the summer, to plan for the next few 

months and have a game of football – as well as some yummy 

homemade chocolate biscuits and doughnuts! Great fun was 

had by the young and the young at heart! The nature walk on 

the Common to appreciate God’s gifts in the countryside 

planned for early October may have to be postponed 

following the most recent Covid regulations. 

Elaine Parsons 

Cornish Rd play area upgrade  
Chipping Norton Town Council are progressing with an 
upgrade for the Cornish Road Recreation Ground. After 
receiving a quote they have agreed likely spending of at least 
£26,000 for work including new multi-play equipment, safe 
surfacing, and landscaping. The September Council meeting 
saw a vote significantly in favour but with two councillors 
expressing objections because usage would not justify 
spending that money. Final timescales are awaited. 

National Libraries Week 
The team at Chipping Norton Library are very happy to open 

the Library’s 

doors again. We 

want to thank all 

Chippy readers 

for returning 

and helping us 

to provide a 

gradual and safe 

restoration of the service. The Library does look and feel 

different but it’s still here and full of wonderful books to 

provide comfort, companionship, knowledge and information, 

or just plain escapism during challenging times.  

September saw the Library Service celebrating 150 years 

since the Elementary Education Act offered the chance of 

learning to read to all primary age children (see article p10). 

This month it’s National Libraries Week between 5 and 10 

October to celebrate the major contribution libraries make 

to building a nation of readers and the UK’s book culture. 

There will be a display of books which give hope, a sense of 

camaraderie, triumph over adversity, and escapism; mood-

boosting books appealing to both men and women. We can 

think of a few but we’d love to hear your recommendations! 

We certainly miss our Monday morning Rhymetimes. If you 

do too, why not visit the Oxfordshire Libraries Facebook 

page which is updated regularly with our Rhymetime videos. 

There are also lots of posts and activities for grown-ups!  

Sally Moore – Library Manager 

Thanks for Mary’s Meals 
After 24 weeks providing over 25000 free meals and 5000 

family craft packs, the team from St Mary’s Church and their 

scores of supporters, partners, and volunteers did their final 

deliveries. Many have helped, including the team from Wild 

Thyme restaurant, closed for lockdown, who cooked around 

10,000 of the meals! The Mary’s Meals team ended with a 

celebratory gift to all the households they delivered to – a 

‘well done’ for getting through this far. They sent a pack with 

all the ingredients for people to cook their own sausage 

casserole ‘Mary’s Meal’, including a recipe card from Nick & 

Sally at Wild Thyme. For those who are continuing to struggle 

in difficult times, you can still call St Mary’s Church on 01608 

646202 and they will do what they can to support you. 

Roman mosaic magic 
Have you 

explored all 

the Roman 

history around 

Chipping Nor-

ton and the 

local Cotswold 

area? We know 

there were  

 

 

 

 

 

Roman settlements near here, with certainly more to 

discover – probably when long settled fields are dug up for 

the next big housing development! Possibly the best local 

Roman site (free to visit) is the large courtyard villa at North 

Leigh, with its magnificent mosaics dating back to the 3rd 

century AD, which was open to visitors again in September. 

The North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers were delighted to 

welcome their 1,000th visitor in 2020. The group was 

established only last summer, and works closely with English 

Heritage to improve this wonderful site and access to the 

finest Roman mosaics in Oxfordshire. Mid September saw the 

Villa's third and final Open Weekend this year. Fortunately, the 

weather was beautiful, as with the two August events. Families 

with children were much in evidence, exploring and picnicking 

safely. A highlight was the first ‘deep clean’ for over a decade, 

by volunteers and children, of the 1,700-year-old mosaics with 

help from English Heritage's Mary Luckhurst. This involved 

gentle sweeping with delicate badger-hair brushes, dabbing 

the tiny tiles (or tesserae) with cotton wool soaked in de-

ionised water, and an awful lot of kneeling! This is first time 

for 10 years that the mosaics have been regularly open to 

visitors. Thanks to the volunteers and to all the visitor 

donations which raisedover £1000 to maintain the site. More 

information at english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-leigh-

roman-villa/ 

Young volunteers 
at North Leigh 
Roman Villa 
helped Mary 
Luckhurst of 

English Heritage 
with the first deep 

clean of the 
mosaics in over 

10 years. 
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LOCAL NEWS

about increase in rural crimes including theft of plant and 

machinery. They urge use of CCTV, increased security 

measures and joining local community watch and WhatsApp 

groups, as well as informing police of crimes and suspicious 

activity. 

Crime statistics – Crimes for the most recent month (July) 

reported in the Chipping Norton local area totalled 74 

including: violence and sexual offences 32; criminal damage 

and arson 14; theft/burglary/robbery/shoplifting 13; antisocial 

behaviour and public order 8; vehicle crime 5; weapons and 

other 2. 

Chipping Norton Fire Station 
Gary Crone, our local Station Manager told the News that it’s 

been a while since they sent an update on what’s been going 

on at Chipping Norton. He said, ‘since the beginning of the 

pandemic our fire service has had to adjust the way we work 

to keep our crew and the people we meet safe. This has 

included restricting visits to the Station from the public and 

changing the way we do our training. We are becoming 

familiar with the new procedures to start a steady return to 

business as usual.’ 

Incidents – Fortunately, the Station has not been involved 

with any serious incidents recently, but have attended small 

fires in some of the commercial premises around the Town 

and some of you may have seen the crews out and about. 

Fundraising Events – Watch Manager Dave Cuthbert is 

currently planning a station car wash in aid of the Firefighters’ 

Charity and Bowel Cancer UK. Please keep an eye out for 

posters and see the Station’s Facebook page for more details. 

Recruitment – You could be part of the ‘on call’ team. Gary 

says, ‘We are currently looking for new team members who 

may not have been available to apply in the past. Due to 

different ways of working, many people are now working from 

home. If you are in this group or know of someone who is 

now working from home and would be interested in joining 

our team, please contact the station or pop by on a 

Wednesday evening after 7pm when the crew are carrying 

out training.’ 

Training – The crew at the station have recently taken part 

in an annual refresher training course at The Fire Service 

College, to ensure that they are up to date with new 

procedures. The picture above shows two of the crew 

practising at the Station prior to this course.  

Gary can be contacted at gary.crone@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Police and Crime report 
This month’s reports are from the Town Council, police 
and local press. 
Council concerns & police resource – Chipping Norton 

Town Councillors have raised concerns with police about 

recent increased antisocial behaviour and public order issues, 

mainly near town residential addresses. At September’s 

Council meeting, Police Inspector Steve Hookham said the 

Town was ‘being made a high priority’, including with extra 

police time. He urged for support from other agencies to 

help, including housing landlords to enforce tenancy 

agreements. Area Commander Emma Garside is to write to 

Councillors on police resourcing for Chippy. 

Dognapping warnings – Local social media has reported, 

from nearby 

villages, fears of 

d o g n a p p i n g ,  

where criminals 

mark chalk 

crosses on 

properties to 

target potential 

stealable dogs. 

Police report 

more of these 

attacks nationally 

since the pandemic. Thefts focus on expensive breeds such as 

cocker spaniels and Labradors, and cross-breeds like 

cockapoos, as well as gun dogs used on shoots and whippets 

and greyhounds used for hare coursing. Call police on 101 

about any suspicious activity such as roaming vehicles. 

Arson incident – In September, a 37-year-old man was 

arrested on suspicion of arson with intent to endanger life, 

after a fire at flats in Hailey Avenue, where several people 

suffered smoke inhalation and leg injuries requiring hospital 

treatment. Investigating officer Detective Constable Samantha 

Bonner appealed for information including from anyone with 

suspicious CCTV footage. Call 101 or anonymously on 

Crimestoppers 0800 555111. 

Rural crime alert – West Oxfordshire Police have issued an 

alert for the community in Chipping Norton and local villages 

NEED A SKIP? 

Wait & Load 

The perfect all-inclusive waste 
removal method, our Wait & Load 
service includes collection, loading 

and disposal of your waste.                          
Fully insured                                          

Waste carriers licence 

 Call 07979 924209

Family of seven spaniels stolen this summer 
in Cambridgeshire 

Firefighters practise in preparation for an annual training 
refresher course at the Fire Service College
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Do you know people in and around Chipping Norton who 

have money worries, particularly 

in these difficult times? The News 
Team talked to Hannah Charles 

who, with other volunteers, runs 

Life Skills courses in Chippy – 

under the umbrella of Christians 

Against Poverty, a national 

charity. Hannah told us ‘Money 

worries can impact all areas of 

our lives: relationships, health, 

wellbeing, and what you can and cannot do. Life can feel 

overwhelming, especially at the moment.’ 

Life Skills is a friendly group that gives you the skills and 

confidence to make positive decisions to survive life on a low 

income. The group learns how to live healthily on less, budget, 

grow in confidence, and make your money go further. It aims 

to help with basic needs, including for fellowship, in a non-

judgmental way. Trying to keep up with everyone when 

money is tight can lead to mental health issues – all 

exacerbated currently by Covid-19 stress. 

One recent course member said, ‘Life Skills changed my 

life completely. It gave me hope where there was none. It 

helped me to understand and manage my finances and I have 

been debt free ever since. It gave me back my life and made 

it worth living again.’ Another said ‘Being able to manage 

budgeting, keeping the family healthy, and practising self-care 

has been so beneficial and I'm so glad I went to sessions – 

with very welcoming people who are now life-long friends.’ 

There is no charge – and cooking and eating together is 

a strong part of the course which, from what Hannah told us, 

sounds like icing on the cake on top of everything learned 

along the way! The Life Skills Course runs for one morning a 

week over 10 weeks and the next course starts in October. 

For more details, dates and to book a place please email 

hannahcharles@csplifeskills.org or call or text her on 07579 

813765.

Joel Reed: Youth Worker 
Born and bred in Bristol, Joel left school at 16 for a variety 

of jobs: as a Kwik Fit branch manager, working for the RAC 

in sales and customer service, and even 

using his gentle giant ex-rugby physique 

as a bouncer – he was in the few at 

Thornbury RFC to successfully tackle 

England's Mako Vunipola single-handed! ‘I 

enjoy any challenge and am not easily 

shocked’, he said, with a passion for 

working with tough kids. A past 

rebellious teenager himself and with a 

remit of connecting with 11 to 18 year 

olds, he is keen to get stuck in and meet 

as many youngsters in Chippy as he can. 

In his home town he provided a sounding 

board for teenagers – giving them time 

to rant while he listened non-

judgementally to their problems and issues with the world. 

Do we have time or patience to do that?  

He is loving Chippy's small town vibe after working 

recently with young people in Cirencester, and is mad keen 

on sports and would love to play for a local football team. 

Joel has replaced previous youth worker Jonny Lowe, who is 

now training to go into the ministry. Joel is finishing his final 

year doing Applied Theology with an additional qualification 

in Youth & Community Work, and he knows that his 

experience in Chippy will inspire the essays he needs to 

write. So welcome Joel – a great asset to the youth team at 

St Mary's Church. Joel can be contacted by emialing  

joel.reed@stmaryscnorton.com. 

Rebekah Wiseman: Children & Families Pastor 
Rebekah grew up between Stow and Bourton on the Water 

in an evangelical family whose father led their church worship 

– Rebekah took over from him aged 16! 

She subsequently studied Creative Arts 

with Popular Music and Worship at 

degree level and was in a band, writing 

her own music, singing lead vocals and 

playing guitar. She taught at a primary 

school and worked as a nanny, forming 

a passion to make younger kids' lives 

better and, where possible, sharing with 

them her faith and her relationship with 

God and the Bible. She sees her role as 

‘overseeing the pastoral aspect of kids 

up to 11 years old and their families in 

a church context’. This means helping 

lead burgeoning Sunday morning groups 

such as minis and mini-movers.  

With a wider community remit, she will work with 

Catherine Spring at St Mary’s Primary School and Hannah 

Charles on the Life Skills programme. She sees it all as 

helping connect all the work of the church with our young 

people. As does Joel, she clearly recognises the challenges 

presented by Covid-19 and is bursting to get back into 

church regularly, but meanwhile she is busy meeting families 

with young children in our community to get to know them. 

She is sure this pandemic needs us to reach out, showing 

care to those in dire straits. Rebekah seems ideally equipped 

to do just that! You can contact Rebeckah by emailing 

rebekah.wiseman@stmaryscnorton.com 

 

 

New team members at St Mary’s Church 
In September St Mary's Church welcomed two new faces who are already out and about in 

Chipping Norton’s local community. The News Team’s Roger Sinclair went to meet them

Life Skills to tackle those money worries

Joel & Rebekah – here to help
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AUTUMN FEATURE

The Gardening Year begins!! 
Some will see the shortening days as the end of the garden’s year but the News Team’s local 

gardener Graham White suggests that it should be seen as the beginning!
The autumn crocus flowering 

reminds us of the need to buy 

and plant bulbs to give colour in 

the spring. Daffodils and crocus 

really need to be in the ground 

soon; those that remain from 

previous years will already be 

putting down roots. Tulips can 

wait until November; originating 

from the mountains of Syria and 

Turkey, they don’t like having 

wet feet for too long. As the last 

of the swallows and house martins leave, so the redwings and 

fieldfares begin to arrive. I have in my garden a very old apple 

tree, possibly grown from a pip by the previous owner. It’s a 

lovely tree, but the fruit is quite useless, being insipid in 

flavour and too small to be a useful cooker. However, it 

carries beautiful blossom each spring for the bees, and I leave 

much of the fruit on the ground for the birds to enjoy 

through early winter. Whether my rare white-headed fieldfare 

(pictured) will arrive again this year, who knows? 

I don’t rush to tidy down the flower beds at this time of 

year; hollow stems provide good hibernation sites for 

ladybirds & other beneficial insects. Seedheads provide food 

for finches, etc which in their own way add colour and 

interest to the garden, while still giving the borders some 

shape and form. October is a good time to begin ground 

preparation for next year’s vegetables, leaving winter frost to 

do the hard work, breaking down rough-dug soil. It’s also a 

very good time to plant trees, shrubs & roses – all are 

cheaper as bare-root plants with all the winter to establish 

root systems. It will save 

watering next year. It’s often 

been said that one should 

plant trees for one’s 

grandchildren. I’ve taken 

that to the extreme, with 

one grandson having 

collected a cone from a rare 

pine tree at Batsford last 

year. We dried it, collected 

the seed, sowed them and 

now I have EIGHT seedlings 

thriving. Having read up on 

pinus holfordiana, with a potential to reach 100 ft tall, I’ve 

informed his parents that they may need a bigger garden!   

Tomatoes galore! What a strange year, though with some 

lockdown benefits – an 

increased interest in DIY, 

craftwork and of course 

gardening. The early warm 

Spring weather and rain made 

for quick growth and bountiful 

results. Local garden centres 

were able to reopen in time 

for late purchase of seeds, 

compost and young plants. 

Whether you have an 

established allotment, a small 

garden or a window box full 

of herbs, growing your own is always rewarding. But from 

time to time, you may face a glut of fruit or vegetables, 

which you can preserve, freeze, dry or process for use later. 

Mine this year was of tomatoes; I’ve made and frozen soup, 

sauces and passata, but traditionally I like to make chutney, 

which lasts months in jars. Try this:  

500 gm of red onions, 1 Kilo of tomatoes, 4 crushed garlic 
cloves, 1 red chilli, a good chunk of root ginger (grated), 
250 gm brown sugar, 150 ml of wine or apple vinegar & 
salt to taste. Chop the vegetables, throwing all ingredients 
into a large pan. Simmer gently for about an hour until 
thick and shiny. When cool, pot into jars; Kilner jars look 
good and make nice gifts later. If you can resist, leave in a 

Autumn Home Harvest 
What to do with all those tomatoes and apples? Here are some suggestions                            

from the News Team’s Judy Buckingham
cool place at least 3 weeks before tasting. It’s delicious with 
cold meats, pies, quiches and of course cheese. 

Apples for later ... Such a year! My large vintage tree 

produces several hundred kilos 

most years. From September one 

needs a tin hat to protect against 

descending missiles. They’re 

mainly for cooking or delicious 

juice. Good hand-picked apples 

can be stored in a cool, dark 

place for months but it’s also 

good to salvage windfalls for instant use or freezing. One 

different thing I tried last year was drying the fruit slowly in 

the oven, for use as snacks or in lunchboxes. It is not instant 

– you need to thinly slice your apples, dip them in water and 

lemon juice, then lay them on baking trays in the oven at an 

extremely low temperature, 150F or 65C. Leave the door 

open for the moisture to escape. This can take 5 to 8 hours 

– remember to turn the oven off before going to bed! When 

cool, store in an airtight tin or 

jar. The same process might 

work too for pears or plums. 

Blackberries came and went 

very early this year, so instead 

you could add sultanas, cloves, 

or maybe a few autumn 

raspberries to your traditional apple pies and crumble.
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The Mount 
The Mount, hidden behind a wall deep down Church Lane, 

but with its main entrance off New Street, is a fine Victorian 

house, built in 1869 for Henry Field Wilkins, eight times 

mayor of the Town. It is set in well-wooded gardens of 

nearly 4 acres and is so well hidden that some people may 

be unaware of it. It boasts 4 reception rooms, 6 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms and includes a 3 bedroomed lodge at the 

entrance gates, both accessed from the path alongside the 

recreation ground. Add to this, over 10 acres of pasture on 

the north side of Church Lane that incudes the bailey of the 

original Norman Castle. The ‘mount’ on which the house 

was built, was originally the motte part of the castle and 

both are Scheduled Ancient Monuments, which makes this  

a really exceptional property.  Despite the £2.5m price tag, 

agents told the News that there had been ‘huge’ interest, 

from locals, Londoners and international buyers. 

AROUND TOWN

    Escape to the country? 

     Chippy grand homes for sale 

With national reports of people leaving our cities for rural retreats and market towns – it’s worth 
noting that three of Chippy’s most prestigious homes are for sale. They also have some interesting 

stories to tell. The News Team investigates.

35 New Street 
35 New Street, described as ‘one of the finest houses in 

Chipping Norton’, is the handsome seven bedroomed 

double-fronted Victorian house built in 1870 by John 

Biggerstaff, corn-dealer and wool-merchant, whose widow 

and son subsequently ran The Bunch of Grapes public 

house (now Bitter & Twisted). Later it was occupied by a 

local doctor, and afterwards it was used as St Margaret’s 

private school and then it belonged to the Webb family 

who ran the popular department store in Market Place. 

The 6,000 sq ft house had a six figure guide price and has 

also recently sold, subject to contract, with agents again 

reporting a ‘good level of viewing’ from potential buyers 

from all over, including London and abroad. 

The Manor House 
The Manor House on West Street, Grade II listed, is also currently 

for sale.  It is not really a manor house at all, but was built by 

Gloucester Abbey in the late C15th and known as ‘the parsonage 

house’, with 80 acres of farmland. The name The Manor House 

was adopted by Walter Epps, managing director of Hitchman’s 

Brewery, when he purchased it in 1888. From 1919 it was the 

home of Dr O’Shea, and some may remember attending doctors’ 

surgeries there until 1960. The agents describe the property as ‘a 

country house in town’, with 5 bedrooms, fully refurbished 

throughout including bespoke joinery. The current owner 

constructed 4 houses in the grounds some years ago, but the 

walled gardens remain secluded, despite their central location, 

and include a swimming pool. Savills are seeking ‘in excess of £3m’ 

and at the time of writing there had been 12 viewings.  

So there has been plenty of choice locally for the very well-heeled wanting to escape to the country. In 
comparison, in Knightsbridge, £3m only buys you a 2 bedroomed mews house with no garden! 

With acknowledgements for historical information: A Rosen and J Cliffe, The Making of Chipping Norton, (Chipping Norton Museum)
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AROUND TOWN
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100 YEARS ON ...

A cottage hospital is born 
Sometime before World War 1, Mr Wilmot 

Poole Walford of Over Norton and Mr Albert 

Brassey of Heythrop planned a cottage 

hospital for Chipping Norton. The war 

intervened and Brassey died, but his family 

offered support. Mr Walford himself had 

already made the large Hill House (built 

before 1875) available as a wartime VAD 

Hospital for Officers, run by Mrs Daly of Over 

Norton Park. Then in 1919, the concept of a 

‘war memorial’ hospital to remember our 

‘fallen soldiers and sailors’ was greeted with 

enthusiasm at a Town Hall public meeting, 

chaired by the Mayor, ‘to consider the matter’ 

(see poster). Mr Walford gave the house and £1000 and the 

Brasseys gave £2000. The townspeople responded raising 

£9000 and continued later with the Hospital Saturday 

Carnival and ‘Egg Days’ becoming annual events. Mrs Daly 

performed the opening on 23 September. 

A busy service for the Town 
The hospital was busy from the start and, as Dr O’Kelly said 

in the Town Hall, sending patients to Oxford by motor car 

was often ‘a great risk to life’! The 1921 annual report records 

124 inpatients (including 47 major operations) and 193 

outpatients. The stables became an outpatients department in 

1922. An operating theatre (1923) and X-ray (1926) followed. 

The first ambulance ran in 1926, costing fourteen shillings to 

get to Banbury (a big 

chunk of the average 

weekly wage).The 

maternity hospital opened 

in 1930. With no state 

funding (no NHS!), 

hospitals were supported 

partly by annual 

subscribers – a twopence 

weekly contribution 

scheme gave free 

treatment at Chippy or 

Oxford hospitals. But for 

all hospitals, funding still fell short, and local communities had 

to help. Local hospitals recorded selling pigs, charging the 

public for baths and holding a homing pigeon competition 

Chippy’s Matron often had staffing and 

recruiting problems, and reports to the 

House Committee cite damp walls, leaking 

roofs, failing lights and rusting electrical 

apparatus all needing funding for repair. 

A new NHS takes over 
Like many local hospitals, World War II put a 

big strain on Chippy’s resources. Wards closed 

and local financial support could not meet 

rising costs. In 1948, the state-funded NHS 

was launched to take over, run and fund the 

service, but a loyal local League of Friends 

continued sterling fundraising work. Support 

from Chippy’s local GPs was important. Dr 

Bruce Parker wrote about taking X-rays, 

setting fractures and assisting at operations in the hospital in 

the 1950s and 60s. He and Dr Latcham apparently once X-

rayed a patient’s wrist, anaesthetised her, reduced the fracture, 

applied a cast and she rejoined her car at the garage in less 

time than it took for her puncture to be fixed!  

A new 21st century facility 
Into the new century, the old hospital continued providing in-

patient care and rehabilitation, outpatients, X-rays, casualty 

and maternity care. In the 90 years to 2010, hundreds of 

‘Chippy babes’ were born in the Spring Street site – many still 

living in the Town. But the much-loved old building, not 

designed for modern healthcare and access, 

was proving difficult and expensive to 

maintain. In 2011, purpose-built premises 

opened on the London Road, with an award-

winning maternity unit, busy outpatients and 

X-ray units, and 14 ‘recovery’ beds for NHS 

patients in the adjoining care facility. Chippy, 

compared with many other small towns, has 

been fortunate after 100 years to continue 

with excellent local health services. The 

Town’s two GP practices recently merged 

and opened their new facility and pharmacy 

nearby. Meanwhile, new homes could soon 

be built on the old long-empty hospital site – with the iconic 

‘Hill House’ at the centre. 

100 years of Chippy Hospital 
Chipping Norton & District War Memorial Hospital, at its old site in Spring Street, was opened in 

September 1920. The News Team celebrates the 100 year story.

Staff at the WWI VAD Hospital for Officers

The Hospital opening ceremony, September 1920

Chipping Norton Hospital in the 1930s

With thanks to Chipping Norton Museum for photos



The new Cotswold Birth 

Centre remains very 

popular with local mothers 

and fathers-to-be and has 

certainly proved a great 

alternative choice to 

travelling to the larger busy 

units in Banbury and 

Oxford. The wonderful 

tradition of Chippy Babes 

lives on!!

Maternity services close to the 

community have been at the heart 

of Chippy hospital since it opened. 

Local GPs worked closely with 

expert midwives. 
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100 YEARS ON ...

In 2011, Tillie Read, the last 
baby born at the old site, 

met Olivia Hill, the first at 
the new Cotswold Birth 
Centre, both with their 

proud parents 

100 Years of Chippy Babes 
When the old War Memorial Hospital closed 10 years ago, the News photographed ‘Chippy Babes’ 

from all nine decades. Here they are again to mark the 100 years since the hospital opened. 

2000-2010

1990-1999

In 2011 the now midwife-

led unit moved to brand 

new facilities – called the 

Cotswold Birth Centre – 

complete with two 

birthing pools, up at the 

current London Road site. 

The unit, both old and 

new, won UNICEF status 

for breastfeeding and 

support for mothers 

before and after birth.

Drs Sheila and Bruce Parker told the 

News about frequent emergencies 

and the ‘Flying Squad’ which brought 

in  blood, incubators and specialists. 

Bruce recalled that you needed a 

wedding ring to give birth at Chippy 

– Hartwells the ironmongers could 

supply brass ones!

1920-1929

1930-1939

1950-1959

1960-1969

1970-1979

1980-1989

1940-1949
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THE ARTS

The Theatre 
Theatre Films and Screenings They’re back. Following 

government guidance, Chipping Norton’s Theatre is 

welcoming audiences back into the auditorium – with Covid-

careful rules – for an excellent programme from October. 

Here’s a taster: 

• Tenet (PG-13) Fri 9, Sat 10 Oct 7.30pm. A tense modern 

thriller, one of the most anticipated films in recent history! 

£10, £7.50 u16. 

• Bugsy Malone (U) Sat 10 Oct 10.30am Family film. A 

pint-sized cast of child actors in this classic 1970s film 

musical set in 1929, in a New York City of hoodlums, 

showgirls, and dreamers £5 inc free popcorn. 

• Present Laughter Sun 11 Oct 7.30pm Screening captured 

live from London’s Old Vic with Andrew Scott (Fleabag’s 

‘Hot Priest’), in Noel Coward’s provocative whirlwind 

comedy of love, sex, panic and soul-searching. £12.50. 

• Michael Ball & Alfie Boe Sat 17 Oct 7.30pm Screening 

captured live from O2 Arena. The world’s ultimate musical 

duo are ‘Back Together’. £12.50. 

Audiences will be seated in 

bubble groups (no more 

than six) ‘one metre plus’ 

apart (distancing reminders 

on the floor pictured). 

Seating capacity will be 

between 55 and 75. For 

Track and Trace, all guests 

must book seats via Box 

Office (01608 642350). 

Masks to be worn at all 

times for over 11s unless 

consuming food or drinks. 

One-way system, hand 

sanitising and anti-viral 

cleaning in place.  

Your own private film show How about a real treat? You 

can hire The Theatre’s whole professional cinema for the night, 

invite a guest list of friends or family, and screen a film of your 

choice – all following the Covid rules and all whilst supporting 

the survival of The Theatre. Try a new release not yet on DVD, 

or a golden oldie – in big-screen, surround-sound glory! Up to 

75 friends and family, theatre bar available, catering available 

from Theatre partners. Daytime hire: £240; evening hire: £300 

(Mon-Wed), £480 (Thurs-Sun). More information and bookings 

at chippingnortontheatre.com or on 642350. 

Take Part live activities In September Co-Director Anne 

Gill welcomed the first members of the public back to The 

Theatre building after six ‘dark’ months for Take Part sessions. 

Saturday Drama for 5 – 7 year olds started on 5 September 

and now others have joined in: Youth Theatre, Youth Musical 

Theatre, Dance 50 and online Creative Writing and Adult 

Drama. Anne told the News, ‘The building has come alive again 

to the sound of voices and music – it should never be a place 

of darkness and silence. So thank you to all who have bought 

tickets and have emailed to say how pleased you and your 

children are to be back. The staff, tutors and assistants are 

very happy too!’ There may still be places available so take a 

look at www.chippingnortontheatre.com and click on Take 

Part. There are, unfortunately, no plans for half term or 

Christmas activities. 

Featuring Local Authors 
Murder by the Sea – Nell Darby  Fans of true crime stories 

will already know the 

name Dr Nell Darby, 

crime historian, author, 

Chippy resident – and 

former member of the 

Chippy News Team! Nell 

has been writing about 

crime for over a decade, 

and is probably best 

known locally for her 

book, Foul Deeds and 
Suspicious Deaths in the Cotswolds. TV viewers may also have 

seen her on true crime programmes. Now Nell has taken 

over as presenter for the hugely popular show Murder by the 
Sea, on CBS Reality, where she turns her attention to seaside 

locations such as Bournemouth, Newport, Dundee and Jersey, 

which have played host to some high profile crimes, including 

the case of the hotelier-turned-killer and the gruesome 

murder of a lighthouse keeper. Nell, who has a PhD in the 

history of crime, told the News,‘There are so many interesting 

cases and we’re trying to understand why perpetrators 

committed their crimes – as well as remembering their 

victims’. Nell’s interest in true crime began in her early 20s, 

when training as a newspaper reporter: ‘I noticed this huge 

fascination with how crimes are reported and received by the 

public – we do like to scare ourselves’, she says. Up next for 

Nell is Dark Land, a BBC Wales series that attempts to solve 

cold cases. Her next book, Sister Sleuths – a history of female 

private detectives – is published in January 2021. Keep up with 

Nell’s projects at criminalhistorian.com. Murder by the Sea 
runs until mid-October on CBS Reality (Freeview Channel 

66), followed by the next instalment in January. 

Who Dares Wins – Dominic Sandbrook Local resident 

and journalist Dominic’s fifth book 

about Britain since WWII covers the 

shortest period: 1979-1982. Dominic 

says, 'I spent more time on this than 

others, partly because of the wealth of 

material, but also because I wanted to 

get it right.' Vivid, surprising, gloriously 

entertaining and now out in 

paperback, this book recreates a 

decisive turning point in Britain's 

recent story. For some this was an age of unparalleled 

opportunity, the heyday of computers, credit cards, snooker, 

Sloane Rangers and Spandau Ballet. Yet for others it was an 

era of shocking bitterness: industries collapsed, working-class 

communities buckled while the Labour Party tore itself apart. 

When Argentine forces seized the Falklands, it seemed to be 

the final humiliation. It’s the early 1980s’ gaudy glory – the 

story of Tony Benn, Ian Botham and Princess Diana; Joy 

Division, Chariots of Fire, the Austin Metro and Juliet Bravo; 

wine bars, Cruise missiles, the ZX Spectrum and the Falklands 

War. Towering above them all – the most divisive Prime 

Minister of modern times – the Iron Lady. Available in 

hardback and paperback from Jaffé & Neale. 

Photo: Courtesy CBS Reality 
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AQUA – Gemma Levine In September’s News local resident 

and professional photographer Gemma Levine's Blissful 

Isolation was featured, depicting wonderful reflective images in 

and around Chipping Norton during lockdown. Her next 

publication AQUA is a unique and illuminating way for people to 

understand the lymphatic system. Each photograph is a different 

representation of water accompanied by captions from 

Professor Peter Mortimer, lymphatics expert at St George’s 

Hospital, London, to explain the biology behind the condition, 

from which Gemma suffers. All proceeds go to lymphoedema 

research, in partnership with St George’s Hospital Charity. 

Gemma’s books are available from Jaffé & Neale. 

Exhibitions & Events 
Luke Embden’s Oxford mural – Ex-Chippy School’s Luke 

Embden, now a professional 

international mural artist, is back 

working locally following his 

lockdown contribution in Chipping 

Norton High Street of graphic 

Town images on the windows of 

the empty Beales store. In 

September, Luke submitted a 

winning brief to Fusion Arts 

Oxford for a mural in a prominent 

site along Oxford’s George Street, 

transformed 

over summer 

to an al fresco 

pedestrianised 

café area. The 

9-metre mural 

(better in colour – see www.chippynews.org!) is in vivid pop-

art style with topical messages such as ‘social distancing’, 

‘mask up’, and ‘stay safe’ alongside examples of Oxford 

landmarks and activities. Luke managed to finish it in three 

days. His earlier pro-bono contribution in Chippy was 

undertaken while he was back locked down with his family 

instead of being at his home in Berlin. His portfolio includes 

work for Covent Garden, Abbey Road studios, Carnaby Street 

and projects for Nike and Coca Cola. See 

www.lukeembden.co.uk. 

CNarts Group Exhibition Chipping Norton based arts 

group CNarts has been invited to have a 'Members Exhibition' 

at the gallery Darl-e and the Bear. Situated in two historic 

buildings in the heart of Woodstock this exceptional 

contemporary visual arts gallery represents established and 

emerging artists. The CNarts Member Exhibition of Painting, 

Sculpture, Drawing, Textiles and Photography will open on 30 

October and is due to run for three weeks. For more details 

visit CNarts.org or the gallery website at 

darleandthebear.co.uk. 

Cecily Brown Art Exhibition Inspired  by the Palace’s 

collection, the Blenheim Art Foundation unveils a major solo 

exhibition by acclaimed British Artist Cecily Brown. This is the 

first Foundation exhibition comprising entirely of new work, 

created in response to the Palace’s history as an English 

country estate and home to successive generations of the 

Spencer-Churchill family and their collection of paintings, 

tapestries and decorative arts. Rendered in her emotive, 

frenetic brushstrokes, Brown’s new series will visually 

reference masterpieces by Sir Joshua Reynolds and Sir 

Anthony Van Dyck on view at the Palace, plus family heraldry, 

armorial banners and martial scenes of the Blenheim 

Tapestries that line the State Rooms. 17 September –      

3 January 2021 Book at blenheimpalace.com. 

Woodstock Museum Reopens A large 18th century house 

in the heart of Woodstock is home to the County’s 

collections. Entrance is free. At the rear is The Garden Gallery 

with a varied programme of touring exhibitions – currently 

exploring Distance, something we are all too aware of 

currently. Friends of The Museum hold popular Wednesday 

evening Friends’ Talks – currently by Zoom. The next, on 

Wednesday 7 October at 7.30pm is by Edward Caswell, 

Oxfordshire’s new Finds Liaison Officer on The Portable 
Antiquities Scheme: 1,500,000 Finds and still going strong. 40,000 

of these finds have been made in Oxfordshire alone. On 

Wednesday 4 November, Ruth Buckley lectures on Oxford in 
the Dark Ages. Non-members can email the Treasurer for a 

visitor (free) invitation at contact@friendsoftom.org.uk. If you 

walk through the Museum, there are beautiful walled gardens 

and large lawn. Relax in the Dinosaur Garden and don’t miss 

the life-size megalosaurus that once roamed Oxfordshire. 

There are takeaway refreshments from the Garden Café to 

enjoy in the garden and a gift shop. All proceeds support the 

Museum. Opening times: Wednesdays to Saturdays 11am-5pm; 

Sundays 2pm-5pm. Closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Further 

information on 01993 814106 or at oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds The Glamour Years: Jewellery 
and Fashion 1929-1959 Zoom lecture with Andrew Prince on 

Wednesday 14 October join at 10.50 for 11am start. How the 

Great Depression and the Second World War had such an 

extraordinary impact on fashion and jewellery design with the 

rise of Cinema and Hollywood. Andrew is a respected 

jewellery craftsman and historian who has lectured at the V & 

A and throughout America. Members receive a Zoom 

‘invitation’ via newsletter. Non-members are welcome for a 

suggested donation of £5. Details from Frances Sparkes on 

01993 823943, publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk or 

visit www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

THE ARTS
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Success for Hooky runners 
Our runners have had 

several months without 

races – and if you’re a 

runner, you’ll know how 

frustrating this can be! 

However, the odd race is 

taking place again, albeit 

adhering to social distancing 

guidelines, and Hooky 

Harriers have leapt at the 

chance to take part. 

Claire Upton took part 

in the Stowe September 

Trail Run, and achieved a 

personal best on the 6km 

course. Paul Taylor ran the 

Andover Trail Half-

Marathon and came fifth 

overall, and first in his age category – well done, Paul! In 

addition, James McLoughlin successfully completed the Battle 

of the Borders trail marathon; our members’ first marathon 

for a while! Meanwhile Sam Rees and Royston Williams 

entered the Shires & Spires Ultra Marathon, a 34.5 mile trail 

run. Not only did both run well and finish, which is an 

achievement in its own right, but Sam was awarded 2nd Lady 

in the race, and is pictured with her award. Amazing running 

from all, and we’re sure there’s more of that to come! 

To find out more about Hook Norton Harriers, see 

www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk or our social media pages. 

Nell Darby 

CN Town Football  
Main news for Magpies is that the entire season has been 

postponed until 19 September after a Witney team had 

players go down with Covid-19. This affected the pre-season 

preparations, with scheduled games having to be pulled. 

Chippy did get to conclude their involvement in the Henry 

Hawtin cup with a disappointing 1-0 defeat to eventual 

winners Enstone though saving some face with 3-1 victory 

over Kingham. Those results in addition to the first game 

defeat to Deddington saw Chippy not make it past the group. 

Fingers crossed the season should begin on the 19 September 

though like everything else, that could change. As always if 

anyone wants to get involved please give Dominic Rickard a 

call on 07810 307213. 

Swifts Football  
The 2020/2021 football season finally got under way in 

September. The Covid-enforced extended close season 

seemed to last an eternity, but with new safety protocols in 

place we can finally get going again. Chippy Swifts will field 8 

teams across 7 different age groups and will once again be 

giving footballing opportunities to over 120 children. 

The collaboration between Chippy Swifts and Little Kickers 

has been an instant success. A new under 7’s team has been 

created and they will enjoy their first season of organised 

football. Tim Pegg and Craig Stephens have agreed to coach 

this new group of superstars and will soon begin their FA 

coaching course – they will be joined by new coach, Luke 

Mason, who has kindly agreed to take over the U8s. 

Chippy Swifts have once again been supported by some 

incredibly generous local sponsors. We’d like to thank 

Duralock Fencing, Owen Mumford, The Old Mill Coffee 

House & Bistro, AL Sole & Son, Aldi, BPD Joinery and 

Carpentry, Clews Landscape Architecture, The Co-Operative, 

Thompson Heating and Plumbing, Topiarus Horticulture and 

North Cotswolds Dairy Co. for their valued support. 

Martyn Walsh 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
Exciting news, 4 Shires Swimming Club are thrilled to be 

expanding training into two pools from late September. This 

means we are able to extend training sessions for our 

swimmers at Kingham and Sibford, at a time when other clubs 

are still struggling to get pool time. The extra sessions started 

from Monday 21 September across all squads. We are also 

pleased that we are again able to run trials for potential new 

swimmers. If you have a swimmer who is ASA grade 7 or 

above, who is interested in competitive swimming, then please 

U16s in action as they opened the season with a 2-0 win                       
over Bloxham.

Opening times vary – please telephone for latest information

Sam Rees with her Shires & 
Spires Ultra Marathon award



Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
Following a huge volunteer effort behind the scenes and with 

the encouragement of our coaches, players and parents our 

mini and junior season opened successfully on Sunday 6 

September with the clubhouse able to reopen a week later. 

Sunday morning training has been re-structured with age 

groups split into two cohorts to reduce overall numbers on 

site and using the clubhouse facilities at any one time. Senior 

training continues on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. All our 

training is run in line with RFU guidance (currently at stage D) 

with the emphasis on safe player fitness and skills training and 

limited and closely controlled contact within age groups only. 

We welcome new players, please see our website for further 

information or alternatively contact the Club by email: 

chippingnortonrugby@gmail.com 

With the fast moving Covid situation it is difficult to say 

yet how soon inter-club match play will restart. Senior league 

dates published by the RFU, which were included in our last 

News piece, are now likely to change. We’ll update everyone 

via social media as things progress, so please keep an eye on 
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contact Jo Shaw our membership secretary for more details 

by emailing: membership@4ssc.co.uk 

Lucy and Richard Warner 

Higher Energy Trampoline Club   
The Club is waiting to hear when it can restart sessions in the 

Leisure Centre. 

Chipping Norton Bowls Club 
With our Indoor season coming to an 

abrupt end in the middle of March due to 

Covid-19, thoughts of playing outdoors 

looked bleak. The National, County and 

club calendars were put on hold and, with 

lack of revenue, many clubs wondered how 

they were going to survive. Maintenance of 

our green and surroundings had to continue and 

during lockdown small groups of volunteers could be seen 

with hoes, hedge trimmers, paint brushes and brooms giving 

us a club to be proud of. Our governing body kept us up to 

date on what we were and weren’t allowed to do and with 

help in the way of grants. We were delighted that on 1 June 

we could offer members a safe environment to take the first 

step on a return to bowls, albeit with many restrictions. Those 

who have returned have been taking advantage of the good 

weather and enjoying being able to socialise again. We have 

started to play some friendlies against other clubs but with 

reduced numbers. 

Following a Risk Assessment, the task ahead is to make 

Indoor bowling safe from the beginning of October. Life will 

not be the same but we must look at the advantages that 

bowling gives to so many people. If you would like to see and 

try the facilities the Club has to offer at Greystones please 

contact us via www.chippingnortonbowlsclub.co.uk 

Roberta Jarvie 

John Hurren writes: If you are looking for an activity which 

provides gentle exercise, allows you to meet other people 

and form new friendships while 

improving your mental well-being, then 

why don’t you try Indoor bowling in 

Chipping Norton? 

New members would be very 

welcome to join us for the winter 

season, starting the first week in 

October. We have amended our normal 

playing methods to ensure that there is 

a very low risk of the Covid-19 virus 

being transmitted and social distancing is 

prominent, as our primary objectives 

are to keep everyone safe and allow 

them to enjoy themselves. 

Age is not a barrier and this is one 

of the few sporting activities that allows 

people of all ages to improve the more 

they play. Even if you have disabilities, 

there are aids to enable you to participate. We have members 

who play just for fun, others who enjoy the competitive 

element and many who enjoy the social element particularly. 

If you want to try bowls, contact us via 

www.chippingnortonbowlsclub.co.uk and we will show you 

around and introduce you to the 

sport. Our website also has 

information about the changes that 

we have made to ensure nothing 

spoils your enjoyment and you feel 

safe.We are located on the 

Greystones Leisure Centre on the 

Burford Road, near the Rugby pitches 

with plenty of free parking. 

Don’t sit at home this winter 

worrying about how life has changed 

due to the virus, but get yourself 

some flat shoes and come and enjoy 

the fun and sport of bowling. It’s not 

as easy as it looks, but you will soon 

develop the confidence and 

consistency that will enable you to 

compete in a friendly, safe 

environment. We can supply you with some bowls to get you 

started and there is a good chance that you will get hooked 

like many of us are. What are you waiting for? 

Are you looking for a Covid safe activity throughout the winter?

CNRUFC training pitches ready for action with an emphasis on 
safe player fitness and skills training with limited and closely 

controlled contact  
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under 9s were able to play. Most Junior members opted to 

roll their membership over with guaranteed places in 2021. 

Huge thanks to the Coaches 

for their time and skills this 

year, as always ably assisted 

by David Wood, and to the 

parents for entrusting their 

children to us. 

We were unable to have 

an awards evening so the 

only award given was The 

Anthony Powell Memorial 

Award to Jake Brown, the 

Club Young Player of the Year. 

Jake played for the U15s, the 

2nd XI and midweek for the 

Club in this short season and 

finished off with a County 

game on the last Sunday. A 

player to watch! 

Details of next year’s 

Registration will be in the 

Chippy News and also 

emailed to those on our 

database. New volunteers 

are very much needed – so 

team managers, rota organisers, scorers etc, please step 

forward and get in touch. It's a friendly Club. Enjoy your off 

season, stay safe and come back in the Spring. 

Sue Powell, Youth Coordinator 

our facebook, twitter and instagram accounts, as well as the 

website. 

Thanks everyone who worked so hard to get the season 

started in such challenging conditions. Sport is in limited 

supply at the moment, so the smiles of enjoyment on our 

young players’ faces last Sunday morning were testament to 

Chipping Norton Rugby Club’s determination to play our part 

in keeping our community safe, active, fit and healthy. 

Graeme Williamson 

CN Cricket Club 
The reduced cricket season finished in September. The 1st XI 

completed their seven match season, with 2 wins, 3 losses and 

2 no results. They finished sixth out of ten teams. They have 

some young players and a great team spirit. The 2nd XI played 

6 games, won 3, lost 2 and had 1 no result. They also had some 

good young players plus some experienced players. They 

finished second out of eight teams. This meant that they 

qualified for a final, which sadly they lost by eight wickets. 

Things look bright at the Club, if the young players stay with 

us. Let us hope 2021 can be a normal season. 

Graham Beacham 

Youth Cricket 
Just as the weather has improved, cricket has now finished for 

2020. Typical! 

It's been a short and difficult season due to Covid-19 with 

rules regarding permitted group sizes changing. We started 

with the U13/U15s coached by Matt Jackman playing some 

league & friendly matches later joined by a small group of 

U11s, coached by Jim McGeown and Dan Stafford. Social 

distancing rules and lack of qualified coaches meant that no 

Club Chairman David Wood 
presenting Jake Brown with the 

Anthony Powell Memorial 
Award at the 2nd XI Cup Final 



Local Chippy trainer Karen Biles was forced to stop 

face-to-face classes in 

March but managed, 

despite being a self-

confessed techophobe, 

to set up personal 

training sessions via 

Zoom and launch online 

membership – offering 

yoga, pilates, mindfulness, 

meditation and circuits 

to name a few. Many 

locals founds this 

invaluable, with Karen 

noting some previously 

reluctant ‘in the flesh’ attendees responding well to online 

interaction. Members have asked for these popular sessions 

to continue! Karen resumed her face to face classes on 14 

September with existing clients returning and a surge in 

demand for yoga, mindfulness and stress / anxiety reducing 

techniques. Karen said ‘feedback from existing and new 

customers has been amazing and I hope I’ve helped people 

through this strange time’. 

Mark Odom, owner of Stone Barn Fitness in Churchill, 

has seen increased 

membership since 

lockdown. Demand for 

personal training sessions 

has risen with around 20 

new members. He feels a 

craving for the social 

interaction of the gym 

and that being able to go 

out away from the home 

(especially for home-workers!) is seen as a plus. Taking up 

new sports has 

featured for Danny 
Phillips, head golf 

professional at Chippy’s 

Cotswolds Club who 

told the News that 

‘general participation in 

the sport is at the 

highest level I have ever 

known’. He has recorded around 15 to 20 new people 

wanting lessons since lockdown restrictions eased.  

Keeping fit is more popular! 
It seems interest in fitness got an enormous boost in Lockdown – everyone became Joe Wicks 
obsessed. Many existing and newly converted fitness or health enthusiasts, around Chipping 
Norton joined in – often online. The News Team contacted some of our local ‘fitness pros’.
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Hook Norton Tennis Club update 
The AGM took place (via Zoom) on 17 September and a fun 

tournament was planned for 3 October. The Banbury League 

floodlit A team 2019/20 are currently top of Division 1; the B 

team are winners of Division 2; and the C team finished 4th in 

Division 3. Sunday morning Club Sessions are running with 

Tuesday evening sessions planned soon.  

 The Club provides Junior coaching sessions with head 

coach, Marc Gilkes, a Lawn Tennis Association qualified Club 

Coach – currently no U5s due to social distancing. For details 

contact Marc via baselinecoaching@outlook.com or 07930 

406015. There is also a £20 annual junior membership fee 

paid to the Club. Members can play more competitive singles 

across three counties with a new tennis group, Challenge 

Tennis – visit www.facebook.com/challenge.tennis.uk for 

details. To play in a team or for more information contact Sue 

Glasson, telephone: 730880, email: merrymoons@me.com or 

visit the Tennis Club website: www.hooknortontennis.com 

Elaine Priestley 

Sunday Hockey  
The Chipping Norton mixed friendly hockey team have been 

meeting for socially distanced exercise and skills training on 

Sundays at 11am at the New Street recreation ground. We 

are hoping to be able to re-start our Sunday morning games 

at the Leisure Centre either in the sports hall or on the 

outdoor surface (Time TBC – all subject to COVID rules).  

We are a team of men and women of all ages and abilities 

with some younger players too. Children should be at least 10 

with a parent present nearby. All you need is enthusiasm and 

some sturdy trainers! If you are interested in joining us then 

please email sjtruelove@hotmail.co.uk or call 730546 or text 

07722 603207 

Chipping Norton Leisure Centre 
Tennis: From September there will be a new round-robin 

tennis league – suitable for all ages and abilities. Categories 

include; singles, doubles, and family doubles. Email 

Philip.stanley@gll.org to find out more. 

Swimming: The pool opened on 14 September with slots in 

Swim for Fitness (for competent lane swimmers age 11+) and 

Swim For All sessions – all bookable seven days in advance . 

The Water Workout and Swimming Lessons have also 

restarted. To book a slot or class visit the www.better.org.uk 

or download the Better UK app on your smart phone (simple 

& easy once set up). Or you can book at Reception. Visit the 

Website for details of session times, updates or just contact 

Reception with any questions.
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Probus catch up with the Bentley Boys 
In its first Zoom meeting, Chipping Norton Probus welcomed 

speaker David Skillen to talk about The Bentley Boys.  

WO Bentley was the founder of the now world-famous 

marque of Bentley, after he bought a small car company (DFP) 

around 1920. ‘WO’ developed an enthusiastic team whose 

drivers and technicians became known as the Bentley Boys. 

The first Bentleys off the production line in 1921 were aimed 

at the wealthy. They entered the sport of motor racing as a 

marketing exercise, and took part in the Le Mans 24-hour 

race in 1923; The Bentley Boys won in 1924 and were regular 

winners into the 30s with many consecutive wins against their 

rival Mercedes. The Bentley Boys were renowned for their 

racing tactics, camaraderie and high living – not least for their 

famous party weekends. Eventually Rolls-Royce took Bentley 

over and, after a renaissance in the 1980s, VW became the 

owner in 1998.  

For details of CN Probus please call 643374 (David 

Hearnshaw) or visit www.chippingnortonprobus.com 

David Megson 

Ideas for Railway Walks 
In the current climate… there can be no meetings, no talks… 

but Railway Walks are a possibility! Many new people are now 

living in Chippy and Alan has had several requests from Sally 

in the Library with callers enquiring about our tunnel and the 

Banbury to Cheltenham Line. No tunnel visits of course but 

the history of the outside is interesting, with a pleasant walk 

along the old track. Another idea is a walk to the end of the 

local line in Great Rollright. At the Halt there is a nature 

reserve, with bird feeders and seats to rest up! Historically 

there was a tragic train accident at the Choice Hill road 

bridge in Victorian times. If there is any interest, please ring 

Alan Brain for more information, on 641586. Meanwhile, 

fingers crossed for ‘normal service to be resumed’ in 2021!  

Estelle Brain 

CN Amnesty Group on Human Rights 
In one virtual meeting, some members learnt about human 

rights violations in Brazil concerning Land Rights, forced 

evictions in the Amazon, plus illegal cattle farming and mining. 

In another, Amnesty International research highlights how 

international businesses are inextricably linked to the 

financing of Myanmar’s military. More time at home has 

enabled us to increase campaigning by lobbying authorities 

here and around the world who we feel are in breach of their 

human rights responsibilities. Contact Val on 01608 645036 if 

you would like to join our group or be kept better informed 

about forthcoming virtual meetings and human rights issues.  

Lindsay Piltz 

Horticultural Association online! 
The summer has now passed without any of the planned days 

out for the Chipping Norton Horticultural Association. 

Members have spent time in their gardens and we have 

received lovely pictures which are now on the website 

www.cnha.uk 

The Committee met in early September and, after a long 

discussion, it was decided that we would cancel the 

autumn/winter programme until the New Year to keep our 

members and speakers safe. The Committee will meet again 

in early December to assess the situation and the way ahead 

for 2021. Wishing to keep in touch with all, we are asking for 

pictures of your gardens, places you have been able to visit or 

when out and about on your walks showing autumn/winter 

scenes. These will start another slide show on our website. 

To keep in touch with us and our plans, visit our website, 

read the Chippy News or contact the secretary Eileen Forse 

643275  

Yacht Club waits for tide to turn  
Every now and again a skipper will get his tides wrong, or pay 

too little attention, or have an echo sounder that’s unreliable, 

or fail to check his chart (or chart plotter these days) 

carefully enough, and run aground. There are standard ways of 

getting off, but if on a falling tide and on one’s own it is not 

easy. It soon becomes evident one is going to be there for a 

while. This may be for a few hours, many hours, or (if very 

careless/unlucky) about two weeks, until the next ‘Spring’ tide 

which is higher than those on days before and after it. The 

sailor of this boat got off around midnight, having run aground 
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early in the afternoon. There are many lessons to learn, but he 

had thought he’d learnt them a long time ago. C’est la vie. 

CNYC is for the moment in waiting mode. Sooner or 

later the tide will turn. The Wychwood Golf Club, our usual 

venue, have told us they are standing down at least until 

January. We are discussing the possibility of arranging 

something for Christmas, if at all possible…... 

Keep an eye on cnyc.co.uk for news! 

Roger Backhaus 

U3A meets the fascinating Mary Rose 
Chippy’s U3A meeting on 7 

October will feature Jennifer 

Cowling’s talk ‘Variety is the Spice 

of ....Work?’ Jennifer has followed 

an unconventional working life from 

Speech Therapist to Sandwich Shop 

owner to Funeral Director to name 

but a few. Currently she is running 

local Exercise to Music classes for 

older people and giving talks. 

Last month’s talk was a complete contrast:  

‘My husband’s favourite girlfriend!’ That was the 

description coined by Bob Foster’s wife and, hearing him 

speak, you could understand why. He spoke via Zoom, with 

passion, knowledge and clarity, covering political history, ships’ 

construction, sea battles and the eventual recovery of the 

Tudor ship the Mary Rose, . 

It all started with Henry VIII. He desperately wanted to 

restore the English control of France, so he ordered the 

construction of two warships, using a completely new design. 

One of these was the Mary Rose, named after Henry’s 

younger sister. This ship was smaller than previous designs, so 

more manoeuvrable, and had her cannons on the lower decks, 

giving her a low centre of gravity and more stability. 

Unfortunately, on 19 July 1545, she sailed out of Portsmouth 

Harbour to take on the French but water entered via the 

open gun ports and she sank in full view of Henry. 

In 1962, Alexander McKee, an amateur diver became 

interested in the Mary Rose. With help from fellow members 

of the local Sub Aqua club, he located the wreck and brought 

up small artefacts. His work led to the formation of the Mary 

Rose Trust, which eventually raised the wreck in 1982. 

To find out more about U3A in Chipping Norton, please 

visit our website: u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton  

Chris Clinch 

Charlbury Refugee Action Group 
A new CRAG 
recipe booklet: 
CRAG’s next digital 

publication, Cracking 
Cakes & Brilliant Bakes, 

features 25 recipes for 

the mouth-watering 

teatime treats enjoyed 

by so many at our 

concerts, cafés and tea 

parties. The recipes 

include maple nut 

cake, toll house 

cookies, Earl Grey & 

raspberry cake and 

orange & almond cake. 

To get a copy, visit 

www.charlbury.info 

/community/crag .  

Refugee crisis in Greece There is a desperate need of 

support on the island of Lesvos after devastating fires in the 

overcrowded Moria camp last month which left 13,000 

homeless. Charities working on Lesvos, like Attika and Help 

Refugees need our help. Now is the time to act. To make a 

donation please visit: www.justgiving.com/charlburyrefugee. 

John Dunleavy 

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 

• All types of clearance: house, 
office, garden, loft and shed 

• Removal and recycling of any 
unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Light haulage 

 07538 244861
getrid.removals75@yahoo.com
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Green Gym at Pool Meadow 
We are back in business! 

Though of course we are 

having to limit work groups to 

six, and we are keeping distance 

from each other and not 

sharing tools. This month we 

have been working at the 

William Fowler Memorial 

Wood (beyond the allotments, 

Fitzalan wood (near Travis 

Perkins), the Health Centre and 

Pool Meadow. There we have 

been pulling up the pretty 

but very invasive Himalayan 

Balsam (pictured) which 

colonises river banks and 

then dies down leaving the 

banks bare and vulnerable to erosion in the winter. 

Unfortunately we will not be able to welcome new members 

until we see how the new arrangements work out but if 

anyone is thinking of joining us, please get in touch now and I 

hope we shall soon be able to invite you to a session on 

Wednesday mornings. To learn all about us, you can visit 

www.chippygreengym or alternatively contact me by email: 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com or phone 643269.  

Jenny Harrington 

Practice makes perfect for Folk Club 
Eight of us got together on Monday for a relaxed and 

enjoyable hour or so sharing songs on Zoom. Highlights (and 

there were many) of the evening included a wonderful version 

of Mango Groove’s The Road by Rosemary Osmond, 

renditions of an eighteenth century song Blow the Candles Out 
and Careless Love (which she has been singing since she was 

17) by Ginny, two epic ballads by Marcus: The Battle of 
Wounded Knee and The L and N Doesn’t Stop Here Any More, 

and Crazy Man Michael by Mandy. I got the impression that 

people have been practising a lot during lockdown as the 

standard of playing and singing is definitely on the rise. Bev’s 

performances of So Happy Together by The Turtles and Eric 

Clapton’s Let It Grow were particularly impressive. 

The next meeting will be hosted by Ginnie on Zoom at 

7.45 on Monday 12 October.  If you’d like to find out more 

visit chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for further information. 

Patrick Moores 

West Oxon WI keeps busy 
Oh dear, here we are in October and back to meeting in 

groups of six. We got very excited about groups of thirty. 

West Oxfordshire WI are continuing with monthly meetings 

by zoom. Last month’s speaker was James Haddow, The Taxi 

Driver Poet. A very funny man. Be careful what you say in the 

back of a taxi in future!! Our lockdown squares are coming in 

slowly but we think sewing will be a winter evening activity. 

We've had the application form for the Methodist Church 

Christmas Tree Trail and some of us are helping with the 

Health Centre flu clinics. We've had a few walks during the 

summer evenings but the nights are drawing in so we will 

leave them now until the Spring. We have met up in groups of 

six for coffee which has turned into lunch! WOWI is a great 

group to belong to. We're friendly and in normal times have a 

great programme which we’re trying to sustain via Zoom. 

Please get in touch for more information about how to join. 

There is a great offer at the moment that you can be a 

member for £10.75 until next April. What's not to like? You 

will meet some great friends and have some good fun into the 

bargain. Email wowi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk or call 646228. 

Hilary Dix  
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Chipping Norton School 
Back to School! Between us all, we seem to have started 

the term really well. In broad terms, the zones across the 

School are working and everyone appears to have got the 

hang of it pretty quickly. However, we continue to learn a little 

more each day about what works and what needs a few more 

tweaks. A small group of us meet each week to review the 

health and safety aspects of the reopening and so please be 

reassured we shall not take our eye off the ball during these 

early days and weeks. 

One of the most common 

‘new’ sights along our 

corridors is the movement of 

teachers and their trolleys 

across the site in search of 

their next class. Resembling 

flight passengers or 

attendants, the reopening of 

our school places the greatest 

pressure on those teachers 

who are setting up and then 

moving on to as many as six 

classrooms each day. 

It really helps when 

our students are as 

understanding, co-

operative, courteous and 

friendly as they have been 

since the reopening. It 

really is a great school, full 

of really kind and friendly 

people and this means that 

we can get back to normal 

pretty quickly and with 

minimal fuss. 

Extra-Time Clubs: We are delighted that we have been 

able to resume our wide range of activities during and after 

school hours. Research shows that students who take part in 

school clubs and activities make better progress across all 

curricular areas. Students are able to learn new skills at the 

following clubs: LAMDA drama, Badminton, Healthy Cookery, 

Trampolining, Squash, Football Skills, Hockey. 

All activities are 

being run as single 

year group clubs to 

help maintain the 

integrity of our Year 

Group bubbles and 

social distancing and 

good hand hygiene 

measures are in place 

to reduce the Covid-19 

risk. We are extremely 

grateful to all the 

coaches and club 

leaders for enabling us 

to offer these activities 

to our students. 

New Year 7 students: Our new Year 7 students have made 

a fantastic start to their school career at CNS and have been 

enjoying new academic challenges, participating in lots of 

extra-curricular activities and having the opportunity to form 

new friendship groups. They are already proving to be a 

resourceful, hardworking and highly motivated group of 

students who we are confident will excel over the next few 

years. 

The Year 7s have been asked to write a letter to their 

respective primary schools to let their former teachers and 

schoolmates know about their experience at Chipping 

Norton School so far. It is pleasing to see that the students 

are enjoying their time at school and have lots of positive 

things to say about new subjects they are encountering for 

the first time, clubs they have joined, and friends that they 

have made. 

Lauchlan wrote, ‘So far I have been very excited about being in 

secondary school. It’s been so much fun and I’ve met so many 

new people and made lots of new friends. It’s just a blast and 

there are so many challenges to face. We also get access to 

lots of new equipment.’ 

Over the summer the school staff got together to plan the 

return to school. Our main concern was that the students 

should have the full school experience, as well as being safe in 

the context of Covid-19. Above all, we want to keep our 

students in school, and after numerous risk assessments, we 

have made the School as Covid-secure as we can. This means 

students staying in year group ‘bubbles’, teachers moving around 

school more than pupils, lots of hand-washing and sanitising, and 

now wearing of facemasks in between lessons. School staff have 

been delighted by the response of the students who have 

proved wonderful throughout, and the return to school has 

been remarkably slick with no drop in attendance.  

We’ve had a much larger intake than usual in both Years 

7 and 12 (Lower Sixth), which is great news. The School is in 

a strong financial position, and 

we’ve recently been able to 

create a brand new Sixth Form 

Centre and redecorate the 

humanities block. We are also 

planning to redevelop the school hall and dining facilities this 

autumn. In terms of study, mock exams for our GCSE and 

A-Level students have been brought forward to ensure all 

students are on track for the final exams in the summer. I’d 

like to congratulate the amazing team, which now includes 

two new assistant headteachers. In particular, I’d like to 

thank Headteacher Barry Doherty for his superb leadership 

and expertise, and above all his communication with all 

stakeholders through a very difficult set of circumstances.’

Towards a positive future 
In September, Chipping Norton School saw 1000 students arrive back to 
a safety-conscious but positive school. Chair of Governors, Greg Ledgard-

Hoile, wrote this for Chippy News readers:
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Charlie said, ‘The one thing I find different is that in secondary 

school I am surrounded by a lot more people and I feel more 

responsible. I have lots more places where I can work and there 

are lots of options where I can go and that is why I like it.’ 

St Mary’s Primary 
The staff at St Mary's were delighted to 

welcome back all of the children on 

Thursday 3 September. Social distancing 

measures have been put in place across 

the School and children are adapting well 

to their new bubbles. We would like to 

thank all of the parents for working 

alongside the school to make the measure 

as effective as 

possible. Mrs 

Stallwood-Barnes is 

very proud of her 

team for the amazing work they have all 

put in to support and reassure the 

children both during lockdown and the 

transition back to school. The times ahead 

will be challenging and different, but we 

have every confidence that the St Mary's 

community will embrace whatever lies 

ahead. 

Foundation Stage We have 

been pleased to welcome 

children into two new classes. 

They have started school 

very happily and adjusted to 

their new routines quickly. It 

has been lovely to see them 

making new friends and 

playing outside in this 

glorious weather. We are very much looking forward to 

joining them on their exciting learning journeys this year. 

Holy Trinity Primary 

In her newsletter to parents, Headteacher Lorna Buchanan 

reported a very successful week at the start of the new School 

year with staff and children getting to know each other and 

completing some lovely activities. New health and safety 

procedures for the beginning and end of the day have become 

a lot smoother. Parents can sign up to a free Zoom workshop 

on Online Safety on 14 October at 7.30pm. The Year 6 

Prefects, House Captains and Chaplaincy Representatives 

have all been appointed. Congratulations to them all. The 

School’s H T Active after school club, available up to 5pm for 

working parents, reopens after half term. Finally, in September, 

the School  published its practical Remote Learning Plan to 

help ensure that learning at home will continue for any self-

isolating of individuals or ‘bubbles’. It aims to provide a clear 

consistent approach across the School. Contact the School 

for details on the above information, which was taken from 

the school website.  

Great Rollright Primary 
We’re proud of our focus on outdoor learning here at Great 

Rollright. Years K to 2 spend up to half their school day 

outdoors, and once a week we head further afield, and take 

our learning to our beautiful nearby woods and fields. 

So this year, in spite of all the extra challenges presented 

by Covid-19, we want to take the next step and become an 

officially accredited Forest School. Forest School is a concept 

developed in Scandinavia in the 1950s. It uses the woods as 

the setting for a distinctive style of learning – one that 

develops the whole child by fostering exploration, discovery, 

confidence, resilience and empathy. This fits perfectly with our 

existing ethos and so seeking official Forest School status 

seems a natural step for us. We hope to achieve our 

accreditation by the end of this school year. 

Please contact the School on 01608 737202 if you are 

starting to think about choosing a Reception place for 

September 2021 for your child. We would love to tell you 

about everything we offer – including a minibus to Chipping 

Norton. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Bledington Primary 
A very warm welcome to all in our Bledington family. This 

year our classes are Owls, Penguins and Parrots. We look 

forward to another busy year and to working together in 

partnership with our parents to ensure our children achieve 

the very best that they can. We’d like to welcome three new 

members of staff to our team: Mrs Droy teaching Y5/6 in 

Parrot class, Mrs Discombe teaching Y2 Little Penguins 

mornings and Miss Bartlett working in R/Y1 Owl class. 

We know things are different now with the ‘new normal’ 

and although we are not sure of what lies ahead regarding 

Coronavirus restrictions, please be assured that we will do our 

very best to keep you informed at all times. We are and will be 
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adapting our procedures as we go along to maximise 

curriculum time in as safe an environment as possible. 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus. Please have a look at our 

website www.bledington.gloucs.sch.uk or follow us on twitter 

Bledingtonschool@BledingtonPS to find out what we can offer. 

Banana Moon Nursery 
It’s been full steam 

ahead here at Banana 

Moon Chipping 

Norton and we are 

so grateful to all our 

wonderful staff and 

parents; everyone has 

been so supportive 

and understanding in 

making our Nursery a 

happy and inspiring 

world for our 

children. 

Our Team have worked over and above to make sure that our 

children are getting the best possible out of their days here at 

Nursery. They have been so creative with the resources that 

we have to change due to Covid-19 regulations. Our children 

would not notice much difference at all. 

We are so delighted to be bringing in a little bit of Italy to 

our Banana Moon Nursery as we welcome on board our new 

chef, Fabio (pictured above). He is an amazing cook and has a 

real passion for creating nutritional meals for our children: we 

have two hot home cooked meals a day and two healthy 

snacks. Fabio has run his own restaurant in Italy and has 

worked in catering for over 20 years.  We’re extremely lucky 

to have him on board. Please keep an eye out on our 

Facebook page to see his creative delights. 

Town Nursery 
All four areas of the nursery have 

been having fun in the field, in 

their different ways, regardless of 

the weather. The older children 

have been using natural autumn 

bits, leaves, conkers, fir cones; 

many of those they have collected 

themselves. These bits are used 

for printing, collage or added to 

clay models. Lots of pretend cupcake cooking was taking place 

One morning, using found garden bits, some unusual flavours 

developed (cauliwacky, gaudi, com, longi and brommie – all 

Willow & Frieda’s words!) Their physical skills are increasing 

and improving daily and they love taking risks, calling staff to 

watch as they swing like monkeys and sloths, climb and jump, 

balance along planks. Football skills are amazing, and some 

daredevil moves involving bikes, a skateboard and the mound! 

The younger children are exploring the field, finding the 

little natural dens in which to hide and all the different 

pathways (made by the children) that take them in and out of 

the wood. We have watched our new children as they notice 

and listen to the outside sounds. Also birds and planes, police 

cars, ambulances and large lorries being favourites. They are 

also fascinated by Roy's gardening tools, listening and 

watching him mow the grass in the church gardens … sawing, 

sweeping … all the children are keen to watch him and 

identify the different sounds. The children recognise his van 

each week and look forward to seeing him. For more 

information about The Town Nursery contact Anthea or 

Judith 645646 or admin@thetownnursery.co.uk. 

Chipping Norton Pre-School 
During the summer holidays, our wonderful Committee 

transformed part of our garden into an amazing space for the 

children to play and explore in.  

We were able 

to do this with 

the help of a 

grant from the 

Town Council 

and the use of 

previous fund-

raising money. 

The children 

have enjoyed 

bug hunting, 

balancing on the wooden logs and 'pretending' to drive to 

Banbury in their new car.  We are planning to plant aromatic 

plants and herbs that the children can use in their mud 

kitchen. The staff and children would like to thank everyone 

involved in creating this beautiful area for us.  

Sibford School  
Sibford School’s autumn virtual open events: 

Due to current Covid-19 

restrictions, Sibford 

School is unable to run 

their face to face autumn 

open events as originally 

planned. In the meantime, 

the School is running a 

series of virtual events to 

introduce prospective 

pupils and their families 

to key staff members and 

give more information 

about life at Sibford. 

The following events are now bookable via the school 
website: 
Friday 2 October at 9.45am. Virtual open event for whole 

school 

Tuesday 3 November at 5.30pm. Virtual Year 7 entry open 

evening 

Thursday 5 November at 6pm. Virtual Sixth Form open 

evening 

Friday 13 November at 9.45am. Virtual open event for 

whole school 

If you are interested in attending a virtual open event, visit 

sibfordschool.co.uk/events and simply fill out the contact 

form and select which event you would like to join. A joining 

link will be emailed ahead of each event to all registered 

attendees. 



34

LETTERS

Legion Remembrance Plans 2020 
Poppy Day collections The Royal 

British Legion’s head office has 

revised plans for this year and we 

can now deliver boxes to shops, 

businesses and schools. However, 

we only have a limited amount of 

stock available so we will not be able 

to supply as many outlets as normal. 

We will not be collecting on the street. 

On Saturday 31 October and Saturday 7 November, we will 

run a Poppy Shop in the front lounge of the Crown & Cushion 

Hotel, where you will be able to buy your paper poppy, 2020 

pin badges and other poppy related items. Wreaths will also 

be available on these two days. If you need one, please contact 

me, details below. We will also have some special Chipping 

Norton merchandise for sale, courtesy of our Armed Forces 

Trust, including pin badges, a 2021 calendar and Poppy 

branded face masks. Our books on Chipping Norton in the 

First and Second World Wars will also be available. Proceeds 

will also go to our Poppy Appeal. Please observe social 

distancing guidelines if you visit us. With limited stocks of 

Poppy merchandise, we are asking people to donate items 

that we can sell to raise money for the Appeal, such as knitting 

poppies. To help, please contact our Poppy Appeal Organiser 

Carol on 07785 770812.  

Cycling for the Lawrence Team 
Sadly, since March 

this year every 

charity is being 

affected by the 

Covid-19 res-

trictions in place, 

preventing them 

from fundraising by 

holding fetes, jumble 

sales, street col-

lecting, etc. 

Our local 

Lawrence Home 

Nursing Team is in 

need of funds, so 

two of their nurses 

(pictured here) have decided to help by seeking sponsors for 

the goal they set themselves of cycling 300 miles in 30 days. 

This took place last month but contributions are still 

welcome. 

If you’d like to support them and the Charity please read 

about them at www.lawrencehomenursing.org/300-miles-in-

30-days and follow the link to sponsor them.  

Kaye Freeman (neighbour of one of the cyclists)  

 

Thanks for Lockdown News 
Many thanks to you all for keeping us updated during Lockdown 

with the ‘Free’ Chippy News leaflets. Much appreciated. 

Local resident (name and address supplied) 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361

The traditional Remembrance Parade may not be possible this 
year due to Covid regulations

Remembrance Sunday 8 November At the time of 

writing we do not know if we will be having a parade. This has 

to be the decision of the Town Council, but we are planning a 

much reduced parade incorporating social distancing if we get 

the go ahead. An Act of Remembrance will be taking place at 

St Mary’s Church instead of the normal service and will 

incorporate wreath-laying as usual. Any Veteran or Legion 

member who wishes to take part in the parade and service 

should contact me.  

Armistice Day 11 November We will be holding our 

traditional service at the War Memorial at 10.45. If anyone 

would rather lay their wreath there instead of inside the 

church, please let me know. These arrangements are subject 

to short notice alteration or cancellation as circumstances 

dictate. If necessary these will be communicated on our 

Facebook page and on www.chippingnortonbritishlegion.com  

Steve Kingsford, British Legion Branch Chairman 

stevekingsford@gmail.com or 01295 780716  



Farewell Old Friend 

Joyce Willoughby 1930-2020 
Joyce passed away, aged 90, on 20 May 

after a long battle with dementia. Her 

burial was held on 6 June, and her 

immediate family followed the hearse on 

foot from her home in Walterbush Road 

to the Cemetery as a lasting tribute. 

Joyce’s sons Paul and Martin would like 

to thank friends and neighbours for 

their support and donations and Jackie 

and Jason from Sole’s for their assistance in achieving 

Joyce’s last wishes and providing a memorable send off. A 

special thank you from the family to all the Lawrence 

Home Nursing Team nurses who were exceptionally 

devoted and attentive to Joyce in her last days. 

Laura Willoughby
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Covid-19 Pandemic: a simple guide 
This short helpful practical summary comes from one News reader 
and Chippy resident 

Sars-cov-2 is the 

virus that causes 

covid-19, which 

is thought to 

have jumped 

species, from bat 

to human 

through pangolin. 

It was first 

discovered in 

December 2019 and within six months has infected millions 

and killed thousands globally. Most countries have imposed 

lockdown to control it. Typical symptoms are fever, 

continuous cough and loss of smell or taste. It is a serious 

disease that is lethal to some, and yet can be symptom free 

in others. Remdesivil and Dexamethosone are found to be 

effective in saving lives. For those who have survived it, many 

suffer from long and debilitating symptoms. The risk varies 

hugely. 

This pandemic is likely to persist for some time. It will 

end, but no-one knows when. Like many diseases, there is 

currently no cure for it, and may never be one. In order 

of priorities, social distancing (and ventilation), hand 

washing and face covering are the best preventive 

measures. If one were unlucky enough to be infected yet 

asymptomatic, panic not: maintaining a healthy lifestyle, as 

well as self-isolating, should keep it at bay. If symptomatic, 

same as before, plus hoping that luck is by one’s side! 

Yen Yang Co 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes 
letters but reminds writers that name & address 
must be supplied and that the opinions 
expressed  are not  those of the Team.

Methodist Christmas Tree Trail  
This year the Christmas Tree Festival 

will have to take a different format. 

We are hoping to make it a united 

town event, by asking people to 

decorate a tree in their own 

establishments, and display to light 

up the Town for all to see and enjoy. 

We will provide the trees, at £20; 

participants will be included in a 

Methodist Town Trail map, which will 

be available free of charge from the 

church, or folks can provide their 

own trees and we will add them on 

the trail for £5. More information 

from Maggie Hannant on 01606 643653, Elaine Parsons on 

07833 522592 or email martinhannant27@gmail.com 

Elaine Parsons
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Chippy’s new shuttle bus

It’s part of the Villager Community 

Bus service which serves 66 local 

villages, is supported by the local 

County Councils and relies on 

volunteer bus drivers. The old 

Chippy Shuttle bus had become 

unreliable and expensive to 

maintain. In a ceremony outside the 

Town Hall, Oxfordshire’s High 

Sheriff Amanda Ponsonby cut the 

ribbon with town and county 

councillors amongst guests. Villager 

Chair Keith Gowing told the News 
they were delighted to be able to 

fund and provide the bus, which cost 

£75,000 of which £10,000 was 

contributed by Chipping Norton 

Town Council. The new 12-seater 

Mellor Coachcraft model has the 

latest Euro 6 standard engine. Keith 

said ‘after 4 years operation with 

old second-hand buses, the Town 

deserved a new bus. Ten years 

younger than the one it replaces, it 

has an extra seat, a less polluting 

engine and doesn't rattle! Good 

news all round.’ Keith added 

‘Electric next time – we hope’ – 

current electric technology is viable 

only for larger buses. If you can 

volunteer to drive a shift or two, 

contact Keith (01608 658579) and 

visit www.villagerbus.co.uk/ for 

more detailed information.

Chipping Norton has taken delivery of a brand new vehicle to replace the Town’s old Shuttle Bus 
which goes right around town taking in places such as the Co-op and the Health Centre. 

DIARY

Many events are now virtual, eg by Zoom, but where meetings/events are actual – please observe 
all Gov’t Covid-19 guidelines – social distancing etc.

X8 update 
While on the subject of our buses – a 

reminder that from 1 September, Pulhams 

have restarted the X8 ‘railbus’ service 

between Chipping Norton and Kingham 

Station – including the very useful 

connection with trains in the early morning 

and evenings. This has been aided by a 

Government grant for buses via Oxfordshire 

County Council. You can find the full 

timetable at www.pulhamscoaches.com

Pictured at the ceremony: Dave Watts 
(Shuttle driver & manager, Simon Springett 

(Treasurer), Vernon Aldridge (Driver),            
Keith Gowing (Villager Chairman),              

Jackie Gaskell (Committee Member), Richard 
Anning (Secretary)

Chippy’s brand new 12-seater shuttle bus 

October (News out Monday 5 October)  

5-10 National Libraries Week see p14 

7th U3A Variety is the spice of ... work? – Jennifer Cowling by Zoom 

- see p29 

Friends of Woodstock Museum Talk by Zoom - 7.30 

The Portable Antiquities Scheme see p23 

9th/10thTenet Film at The Theatre 7.30pm - see p22 

10th Bugsy Malone The Theatre10.30am free popcorn see p22 

11th Present Laughter Screening 7 .30 The Theatre - see p22 

12th CN Folk Club 7.45 by Zoom - see p30 

14th The Arts Society Cotswolds The Glamour Years: 
Jewellery & Fashion 1929-1959  by Zoom see p23  

16th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 

17th Flu Clinic at the Health Centre for patients aged 65+ 

Must be booked in advance See advert p2 

Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

17th Michael Ball & Alfie Boe Screening at The Theatre 

7.30 see p22 

18th Flu Clinic at the Health Centre for patients aged 65+ 

Must be booked in advance See advert p2 

Enstone Food Market 10am-1.30pm see p9 

Helen & Douglas House Virtual Bake Off see p9 

19th Town Council Meeting 7.15 contact Guildhall 642341) 

for details  

West Oxon WI 7.30 by Zoom see p30 

19-23 Make a Will Week see p12 

30th CNarts Group Exhibition in Woodstock begins - see p23 

31st Katharine House Hallowe’en Balloon Race see p12 

November (News out Monday 2 November)  

2nd Chippy News planning meeting 7.30 details 643219 

4th Friends of Woodstock Museum Talk by Zoom - 7.30 

Oxford in the Dark Ages – Ruth Buckley see p23


