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School’s back
Teachers welcome 

children back                         
But Chippy stays on Covid 

Hotspot Alert
Schools re-open with safety first 
For most of Chipping Norton’s 1600 
children, from reception to sixth form, 
school’s been ‘out’ for over five months. 
Some have worked hard at home. Some 
families have struggled. It’s time to help 
them not to become the ‘lost generation’. 
Chipping Norton School, St Mary’s, Holy 
Trinity and other local schools – with full 
safety measures in place – plan to reopen 
in the first week of September.  

Oxfordshire stays on ‘Covid Alert’  
Pubs, cafés and businesses are open again 
with Chippy safely welcoming hundreds of 
summer visitors. But Oxfordshire’s health 
leaders are worried about new Covid 
‘hotspots’ putting all of us at risk. So it’s 
still: wash hands, keep your distance, wear 
your masks, and don’t become a Covid-
spreader by joining in that impromptu pub 
karaoke night or large birthday gathering! 

More inside on Covid update, Town ‘back in 
action’, and schools reopening.  

 50p

Well done Class of 2020

Amidst stories of national chaos and months 
of teenage turmoil, Chipping Norton School’s 
A level and GCSE students have done 
themselves proud. Pictured from our Year 11 
‘bubble’ on results day, are Eddie, Kyle, 
Georgia, Anna, Beth, Edie, and Cerys. No hugs 
& kisses but all very happy. More on p 30.

Posties’ salute to Albie 
Chippy’s Royal Mail 
vans turned out to 
pay respects to 
former fellow 
postie Andrew 
‘Albie’ Hawtin at his 
funeral in August. 
Report inside. 

Fight the flu! 
With winter coming and 
increased Covid risks, the 
Government want more of us to 

have flu jabs, starting in late September, see p21.

In this issue:  
Eating out around town ~ Meeting our 

new Town Mayor ~Town Council’s vision 
for 1000+ homes ~ Chippy’s lockdown 
stories ~ Drivers ignore 20mph limits 
Plus Arts, Sports, Schools, Clubs and all 

your letters 

We’re back!
36 pages

50p 
Still only



2

Are you a local charitable or community 

organisation, in the Chipping Norton Area, in 

need of grant funding? You can apply to 

Chipping Norton Town Council by 25 

September for general grants. Last year 

(2019/20), £35,900 was awarded and around 

£26,000 is budgeted for the current year (2020/21). To apply 

in this formal ‘Grants to Voluntary Bodies’ process, contact 

Kay Linnington, Deputy Town Clerk, via 

cntc@btconnect.com. In addition to these general grants, 

the Town Council has recently awarded special funds, outside 

the normal process, through direct submissions to the 

Council, to local organisations with support needs, including 

St Mary’s Church, Chippy Larder (SOFEA), Thrive charity, Age 

Concern Chipping Norton, and the Villager Shuttle bus. The 

Town Council’s accounts to 31 March 2020 recorded annual 

council tax income of £297,491. Surpluses carried over from 

that and previous years meant reserves, at April 2020, were 

£535,347. These could be used for new services, special 

needs or contingencies such as significant Town Hall repairs. 

Grants for Town Organisations

TOWN COUNCIL FEATURE

Cllr Georgia Mazower – Town Mayor 
In taking on the role as Mayor, Georgia is enthusiastic, driven 

and very keen to implement the priorities outlined in her 

‘acceptance’ speech at July’s Town Council Meeting. In that 

speech she paid tribute to the experience, 

wisdom and ‘strong moral compass’ of 

predecessor Cllr Don Davidson. After just a 

year on the Council representing Labour, she 

is full of plans to put before the Council. 

Georgia, a mother of three, worked in the 

arts sector for 25 years, including leading a 

successful bid at the Royal Shakespeare 

Company for £4.5m lottery funding. She’s on 

the steering group of Chipping Norton Arts 

(CNarts), a group of professional artists who 

produced their own Festival in the Town last 

year (some may remember the piles of rice in 

the Town Hall). Her interest in education 

includes being Chair of Governors at the ACE 

Centre for eight years, seeing it through four 

Outstanding Ofsted ratings. She spearheaded the campaign to 

save the Children’s Centre winning a 2-year reprieve first time 

round, now works at ACE as a teaching assistant and is 

starting a teacher training course for primary school children. 

Obviously the Covid-19 outbreak has scuppered some 

plans this year, but her determination remains to improve, 

wherever possible, the life of the Town and those living in it. 

She said ‘As a Town Council we’ve been supporting charities 

working with the most vulnerable; and working with retail and 

hospitality with pedestrianisation initiatives, for example. 

Next, we’re looking out how we can support our community 

as unemployment figures rise’.  There are plans, too, for the 

town centre, as she and Sandra are very conscious of how it 

needs to look better and cleaner, and the empty shops need 

tackling – Georgia co-ordinated Luke Embden’s window art 

project in the old Beales shop, and will be contacting each 

shop owner with ideas for how to make short-term 

improvements. Of course, although the Town does need a 

‘face-lift’ in places, significant improvement will need both 

commercial and public investment. The Town Council itself has 

limited resources, but its volunteer Mayor and Councillors 

can take a lead working with others and – as seen in some 

recent ‘tidy up the town’ action – doing it themselves.   

Cllr Sandra Coleman – Deputy Mayor 
Sandra, who sits as an Independent councillor, was an 

optometrist before starting her family of five children, two of 

whom she partly home-schooled. This reflects her keen 

interest in education and young 

people: she has been a School 

Governor of three schools and is 

also a Scout Leader. Sandra was part 

of the Council team that worked in 

2019 on the successful bid to 

Oxfordshire County Council to 

provide funding for a Detached 

Youth Worker to start this autumn. 

This project will be alongside a new 

Youth Council promoted by the 

new Mayor. Together, these two 

projects should lead to better 

provision for our young people, and 

keep them interested and occupied. 

For Sandra, the first year as a 

Town Councillor was extremely interesting and challenging. 

Both she and the Mayor were very aware that they were 

joining a Council with members with many years’ experience. 

They were keen to respect – yet not be afraid to question – 

diverse views; it was important to be both ‘determined and 

receptive’. Sandra led the Council’s work to declare a Climate 

Emergency last year. She has been active in the Transition 

Chipping Norton movement, but appreciates ‘green’ 

alternatives must be properly evaluated, not just adopted 

blindly. Care for our environment must be embedded across 

the work of the Council, not an isolated project. Asked why 

she decided to stand for the Town Council, Sandra said she 

joined ‘for the benefit of others’. It is, of course, a voluntary 

role and she added that it would be good to see more women 

coming forward to stand as Councillors. She also noted that 

since 1835, Chipping Norton has seen over 100 men as Mayor 

(serving 183 years) and only 10 women (serving 15 years).  

Thanks to Georgia and Sandra for their time, and to all our 
volunteer Town Councillors. For details including councillors’ 
contacts see www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk. Full Council 
and Committee meetings are open to the public (including 
currently by Zoom). Contact cntc@btconnect.com or call 01608 
642341. 

Our new Town Mayor and Deputy 
In June Chipping Norton Town Council elected a new Mayor and Deputy, both of whom were 

amongst six new members (out of 16) elected as the new Council a year ago. The News Team met 
them both in August – over a suitable socially distanced café coffee.  

Cllrs Coleman & Mazower taking office in 
challenging times
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Chippy stays on Covid alert 
As lockdown eases, schools and businesses are back – but 

with careful precautions still in place. Mask-wearing rules are 

mostly being followed in Chippy’s shops. Pubs and restaurants 

have opened with restrictions and many people in the Town 

are getting back to some kind of ‘new normal’. That’s good 

news. But for some, especially those who are younger or who 

don’t feel vulnerable, it’s easy to slip back into old behaviours, 

tempting to join the large group of friends down the pub and, 

with autumn and winter weather ahead, indoor gatherings will 

be enticing – but the virus hasn’t changed and the rules 

remain … including signing in at the pub! Oxfordshire’s Public 

Health Director has already seen signs of ‘hotspots’ around 

the County with 18-30 yr-olds singled out as an issue. A 

‘Covid-19 Outbreak Control Plan’ has been issued – and sent 

to our Town Council. 

How often have you heard ‘I don’t know anyone who’s 

had the virus’ or ‘It’s just a disease of older people – young 

people don’t get it!’ Unfortunately 37 people died with 

Covid-19 within Chipping Norton and surrounding villages; 

for their families and friends the disease is very real. It affects 

not just the elderly but the young, middle aged (especially 

those with underlying health issues) and children, who can 

easily infect others such as family members. That’s what has 

been happening in ‘hotspots’ round the country. Oxfordshire’s 

Covid infection rate currently stands at 471 cases per 

100,000 people – in line with the England average – but it’s 

been rising in August. So it’s still essential for everyone in the 

Chippy community to help keep each other safe: wash hands, 

wear masks, keep our distance, respect others. 

Town Vision for 1000+ homes  
Most Chippy residents 

have had through their 

doors a copy of the 

Town Council’s ‘Vision 

Statement’ for the East 

Chipping Norton (Tank 

Farm) 1000+ home 

expansion. The big 

growth is now ‘a done 

deal’, whether we like it 

or not, and it will be ‘the powers that be’ (Oxfordshire 

County Council and West Oxfordshire District Council) that 

make the big decisions on what it will be like and how much 

money is invested properly to support sustainable growth. 

The Town Council wants to avoid a massive, disconnected 

‘dormitory’ development on the edge of town and so have set 

some ambitious goals for 21st century design embracing zero 

carbon, a positive impact on Chippy for jobs, homes and 

services, and town investment. New Mayor Georgia Mazower 

has been an active member of the Town Council’s project 

team – and in the report, she emphasised the importance of 

the community being involved and of OCC and WODC 

working with the Town. But will our ‘higher authorities’ listen? 

Our Town Council wants our backing to persuade others to 

make it happen – and watch out for more important 

‘consultations’ on all this in September … See page 5 for a full 

feature on what’s happening. 

NHS reward for Jane’s 25 years 
Local Chipping Norton 

resident Jane Nolan has 

now been volunteering at 

the hearing clinic at our 

hospital for 25 years. The 

reward for such dedicated 

service, helping the NHS, is 

usually an annual tea party 

in Oxford but lockdown 

put a stop to that! However 

Jane did get her certificate 

and was delighted to 

receive a cream tea parcel 

sent from Oxford! Well 

done Jane and thanks for all 

those years of service. 

Town Hall clock 
Have you noticed silence from Chipping Norton’s Town Hall 

clock? No, it wasn’t in lockdown; the bell hammer needs 

repairing and Town Councillors were due to discuss spending 

£3,000 plus VAT to have it repaired. It needs a truck and a 38 

metre hoist to get up there to help! Ding dong. 

Chippy Theatre survival plan  

For the first time in 48 years, Chipping Norton’s nationally 

admired and iconic Christmas Panto has had to be postponed 

– joining 100s of other UK theatres suffering the same fate. 

Director John Terry said they had ‘searched and searched for 

a way of continuing the sacred tradition’ but with continuing 

Covid-19 restrictions, safe live performances remain near 

impossible in the small venue and are just not viable. The 

Panto welcomes nearly 20,000 audience members, and the 

Theatre brings yet more thousands all year round to Chipping 

Norton, with many enjoying hospitality in the Town. But John, 

The Theatre team, and all their Friends and supporters, are 

not giving up for the future. The planned panto Rapunzel ‘will 
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be back bigger and better’ next year, there’s hope of a smaller 

‘pop-up’ Christmas show this year, the autumn live 

programme will (fingers crossed) be scheduled for Spring, and 

cinema, screenings, youth theatre and community workshops 

are coming back right now. (See Arts p22) 
Obviously, months of lockdown and uncertainty into 

2021 means a real fight for financial survival for both the 

Theatre building and the whole organisation. Key staff are 

essential to hold the fort, keep things going for the 

community and get ready for the future. The Theatre has 

tremendous support, with over 1000 Friends, Patrons, our 

local councils and sponsoring businesses, but 75% of income 

comes from box office and trading. The Theatre is a big part 

of many people's lives – and livelihoods. For some youngsters, 

it opens doors to life. One Chippy parent described how their 

3-year-old daughter saw the panto, asked ‘how to get up there 

on stage’, joined the Youth Theatre, became a Pippin, worked 

in the box office and bar, and went on to a career in 

performing arts – now in New York directing and mentoring 

young actors. The Theatre team told the News, ‘we are 

determined and unshaken in our belief that this beautiful 

theatre, founded over four decades ago, will be here, still 

creative and ambitious, for many decades to come.’ You can 

make a donation direct – big or small – to the Theatre's  

Head Above Water campaign. You can become a Friend or 

Patron. If you have cancelled tickets, you can choose to 

donate the value, or use them for a future event. You can buy 

vouchers for friends. If you can help in any way, Director John 

Terry or Head of Fundraising Helen Datson would love to 

hear from you. Visit www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Update on HGV action 
Two small steps forward can be reported in Chipping 

Norton’s lengthy battle against HGV pollution though town. 

First, a long-planned weight limit on HGVs through Burford 

town centre on the A361 went live in August. Burford Town 

Council championed the move, finally agreed by the County 

Council for an 18 month trial period, and Burford Councillors 

committed £130,000 to fund the measures. Chipping Norton 

offered to help with funding as the measure is claimed to 

provide some relief to Chipping Norton from use of the A361 

through to Banbury. Route signage has gone up outside 

Chippy to indicate the new rules. 

Meanwhile, OCC are working on options for a more 

extensive HGV Chippy solution affecting the main A44 

through the town centre – following a campaign, a packed 

Town Hall meeting last September, and a resolution for action 

passed by the whole County Council. OCC representatives 

are planning to meet Chipping Norton Town Councillors on 

15 October to update them on progress with their report 

analysing options. There have been at least four official reports 

and many plans and promises in the past 20 years and so we 

shouldn’t hold our breath! 

Chippy fire teams in action 
The mid-August storms bought Chipping Norton’s on call fire 

crew out to a lightning strike in Milton-under-Wychwood, an 

external electric cable fire in Chippy and a traffice accident 

when a lorry skidded in the rain. Also in August, the on-call 

firefighters marked 15 years of service by Crew Manager 

Russell Pratt (pictured 4th from the left). Thanks to everyone 

at the station from the community, and don’t forget, it you 

would like to train to work on the local part-time or on-call 

fire crew (some employers can make arrangements for you 

do be available at short notice), then see 

facebook.com/chippyfirestation  

Welcome back at the Library 
Welcome back to 

Chipping Norton 

Library, which was in 

the first 20 of 

Oxfordshire County 

Council’s 43 branches 

to reopen. The library 

will look and feel 

different but we’re still 

here for books, internet, 

printing, scanning and 

information. You may 

have to queue to enter 

and you can expect to 

see social distancing 

measures. There will be 

no library events for the time being and visits are limited to 

30 minutes. If you want to return books you can place them 

in the box at the entrance and the letterbox is open for out 

of hours returns. We’ll quarantine returns for three days so 

books will stay on your ticket for at least three days after you 

return them. You will not be charged for the extra three days 

if the returned books become overdue during this time. If you 

wish to enter the library, we’ll ask you to wear a face covering 

and enter your details on a short Test & Trace form. Please 

help staff by bringing your library card. If you can’t make it into 

the library due to illness or disability, we have a superb Home 

Library Service whereby volunteers deliver to your door. 

Please telephone 01865 810259 or visit 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries for information. 

Sally Moore – Library Manager  
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Town Council state their ideal ‘vision’ August saw 

Chippy Town Council publish their own professionally-

developed Vision Statement stating what they, and they say the 

community, want from the big 1000+ home expansion beyond 

Tank Farm. They can’t stop the expansion (it’s now officially 

Local Plan policy and the Government want even more 

housing.) But the Town Council have set their own ambition  

for a 21st century design, embracing zero carbon ideas, for a 

positive impact on Chippy for jobs, homes and services, 

integrated properly with the Town, and adequate 

infrastructure investment. All 

households – and key leaders at 

County and District – are being 

sent a copy of the Vision with a 

strong message from Mayor and 

Town Council to listen and ‘work 

with the community’. 

Will the County Council 
listen? Unfortunately, it is not the 

Town Council in the driving seat. 

Oxfordshire CC are the main 

landowner at Tank Farm. They, 

alongside private developers such 

as Cala Homes, intend to submit a 

planning application including a 

master plan very soon. The Town 

Council want OCC to commit to 

‘future proofing’ sustainable ‘best 

standard’ homes, with 

opportunities for small developers 

and community land trusts. OCC, 

as a strategic authority, do say they 

champion sustainable growth and 

zero carbon. But more pessimistically, County Councillors say 

OCC must get ‘best value’ from the land sale, potentially 

releasing funds for the cash-strapped authority to spend 

elsewhere. Big commercial developer ‘partners’ also want best 

financial returns.  But ‘best value’, measured properly, should 

ideally include longer term social and environment benefits for 

all – a more visionary approach. The Town Council want to set 

up a ‘Placemaking’ local stakeholder group to work on this, but 

are the County listening? At last September’s Town Hall 

meeting, OCC Leader Ian Huspeth said they’d keep the  

community informed, but in the last 9 months Town 

Councillors say there has been little or no willingness by OCC 

or their professional advisers to involve local stakeholders.  

Can WODC planners help? West Oxfordshire District 

Council is the key authority that will determine any planning 

application. WODC officers have been working on an 

important ‘Supplementary Planning Document’ (SPD) – due in 

September for consultation with the community. It will give 

more site-specific detail on the Local Plan policies, including 

design standards (such as on energy, environment and 

affordable housing) that the major Chippy development must 

follow. They can’t force things not enshrined in law or local 

policy, but can set high bars for the proposals. WODC officers 

have met, a number of times, with the Town Council ‘vision’ 

team and WODC could refer to the Vision Statement as part 

of the guidance. Watch out for WODC’s consultation on the 

Draft SPD – and tell WODC what you think.  

Where’s our infrastructure funding?  This remains a 

major issue. To ‘sell’ the idea of another 1200 houses, both 

OCC and WODC had said that more houses would ‘justify 

and fund’ (mainly from developers) essential town investment 

such as HGV relief action, a new school, health centre 

expansion, town centre parking and improvements, recreation 

and community facilities, and more. Some comes from ‘Section 

106’ funding from developers, a 

scheme often discredited as not 

transparent, agreed ‘behind 

closed doors’, limited to ‘direct 

impact’ items only, often 

insufficient and perhaps 

influenced too much by 

developers. The Government 

championed an additional, more 

transparent ‘community 

infrastructure levy’ (CIL) which 

would also give funds to the 

Town Council for local use on 

town priorities. But in August, 

WODC’s latest consultation 

said that charging any CIL at all 

at Tank Farm would make the 

development ‘not viable’ – ie 

developers and landowners 

‘couldn’t afford it’ and might 

walk away. The Town Council, 

and many local respondents, 

have challenged this – saying 

WODC have undervalued the market prices. Many £millions 

for town improvements are at stake and final decisions on this 

tedious-sounding issue are vital for funding projects to serve 

our town. 

What about latest Government changes? With 

Chippy’s long saga unfinished, the Conservative Government’s 

latest planning ideas (part of the PM’s ‘Build Build Build’ 

mantra) could have a big impact. Firstly, commercial and retail 

properties can be converted to residential without planning 

permission (a dormitory town centre looms?). Even bigger 

changes, in a new government White Paper, could see sites 

such as Tank Farm categorised as a ‘growth’ site, with policies 

and design standards established much earlier. Developers 

could then proceed with less scrutiny by local communities. 

The White Paper does suggest more commitment by the 

Government to green design standards and opportunities for 

small builders – items prominent in the Town Council’s vision, 

and strengthens the case for a serious response from our 

local authorities. The problematic CIL could be replaced by a 

newer scheme – to provide more adequate infrastructure 

funding. But currently, this is all somewhat speculative and 

local councillors fear loss of control – so the battle needs 

fighting now.  

Chippy’s growth plan – is anyone listening? 
It’s time for some crunch decisions on plans for 1000+ homes at ‘East Chipping Norton’ (based at 

Tank Farm) with major impact on the Town’s sustainability and shape – but is anyone paying 
attention to the views of the local community?  The News Team provides a perspective.

Many issues to  
be decided

East CN 
Development
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End of a chapter for Martha 
On 26 July the 

congregation of St 

Mary’s Church 

gathered for a 

special service – the 

first in nearly four 

months – but also to 

mark the end of 

Martha Simpson’s 

tenure as Curate for 

the Chipping Norton 

Benefice. The vicar, 

James Kennedy, 

spoke of Martha’s 

many contributions 

to the life of St 

Mary’s and there was 

a spontaneous 

standing ovation as 

the congregation 

showed their appreciation too. Martha, now with three young 

children, moved to Chippy six years ago with husband Tom 

and one toddler. ‘It’s been a huge time of growth for us as a 

family, and for the church we love, as things have changed over 

the last six years’ says Martha. ‘When we came to look around 

St Mary’s, there was just one other family with one toddler. 

We now have three children’s groups and a youth group every 

Sunday, catering for around 40 under 18’s! Being part of the 

church here, as it’s re-discovered its vital place in the 

community and made massive steps towards helping the most 

vulnerable, has been a privilege that has changed me forever.’ 

And what of juggling babies, work and the demands of the dog 

collar? ‘Well, a young pregnant vicar used to be somewhat of 

a novelty’ laughs Martha, ‘and although my training has taken 

a decade, I’ve had the support of an incredible congregation 

and fantastic colleagues, so I honestly don’t think much about 

being me anymore – I have just loved getting on with what 

God has called me to do here.’ The Coronavirus pandemic has 

somewhat disrupted Martha and Tom’s plans for a year’s 

sabbatical in the USA, so for now, they’ll continue to call 

Chippy home. 

Help for Mary’s Meals 
The team from St Mary’s Church has provided amazing 

support for local families during lockdown, with their Mary’s 

Meals deliveries to those at home needing support, Craft 

Packs and providing friendly local contact. They have had 

tremendous support from the public and businesses – with 

donations and financial help. One example was local 

restaurant Wild Thyme, unable to open during Lockdown, 

who helped massively, cooking to provide thousands of 

portions of food to keep St Mary’s five freezers stocked. 

Another was Ross and Ross Events located on Worcester 

Road. They provided a very popular Friday Night Take-away 

Feast service for ten weeks, with proceeds of over £1100 

being donated to Mary’s Meals. They’ve now decided to make 

way for the local pubs and restaurants who are back in 

business – and so Ross and Ross have returned to their 

normal professional food and events business.  
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Chippy Larder’s busy summer 
The Chippy Larder has gone from strength to strength over 

the summer and has now distributed over 7,000 food 

packages (plus extras) since starting in March at the start of 

lockdown. They have formed valuable partnerships and 

relationships with the SOFEA charity, Better Leisure, St 

Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton Baptist Church and Food 

Bank, Thrive and the Town and District Councils. They have 

had donations and support from local shops Aldi, Co-op, 

Sainsbury’s, WHSmith and Mr Simms. Volunteer organiser and 

Town Councillor Rizvana Poole told the News that, in addition 

to the usual food offering, they have also hosted car boot 

sales which have been very popular. She said, ‘In August we 

hosted a BBQ for our wonderful team of volunteers (thank 

you to Holy Trinity PTA for the loan of their equipment). Our 

last ‘Covid’ food dispatch will be on Friday 28 August after 

which we will be based in The Guildhall and will be offering a 

subscription service where members can select their own 

weekly choice of food items for a small fee. In the future we 

will be aiming to offer a host of additional services and we are 

currently in the process of becoming a registered charity.’ If 

you would like more information or would like to volunteer 

to help please email thechippylarder@gmail.com or see 

Facebook page or website (www.thechippylarder.com). 

Team Anna latest 
Sarah Jarman from Team Anna delightedly reports that young 

Anna Drysdale’s treatment in New York was completed at the 

end of July. Follow-up scans and tests have all been clear and 

the money raised so far has covered her treatment. She can 

now have regular monitoring, check-ups and scans in the UK 

as long as it’s with a private hospital that the Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Cancer Center in NY can communicate with 

effectively. Remaining donations in Anna’s fund, or further 

donations received, will be used to support this ongoing care. 

Unfortunately, Anna’s sister Ellen was diagnosed with scoliosis 

last November, but in a truly fairytale fashion, whilst in the US, 

Ellen was approved for funded surgery (‘it’s a long story,’ says 

Sarah!) which went very well and she is now in recovery. 

Despite a small setback when Anna slipped and broke through 

the new bone graft in her left arm, the family are hoping no 

further surgery is required and that they can return home, as 

planned, in September. 

20 mph – making it work? 
The much heralded 20 mph speed 

limits through Chippy’s Town Centre 

have had several months to see if 

they make a difference. It all needed 

effort to get Oxfordshire County 

Council to formally consult, and with 

both local support and objections, 

sign it off. The limit boundaries are 

currently mainly just the central 

town centre. Strong consultation 

feedback suggested it should be 

extended down New Street and past 

schools in West Street, Burford Road 

and London Road but OCC said it 

was too costly or impractical. They said traffic would be going 

too fast to slow down using signs alone, and expensive 

calming measures (such as chicanes used in many towns) 

were needed. In addition, the Town Council (proposed by its 

Traffic Advisory Committee) had to foot the bill of nearly 

£20,000 for signage just for this ‘stage 1’. OCC refused to pay 

for any of this first stage or for future extensions. Our County 

Councillor, also keen on limits near schools, did get funding 

for putting flashing ‘advisory’ lights near schools – but these 

are not enforceable. Finally, police said they had no resources 

for enforcing all the new 20 mph limits. 

So where are we? The first big issue is enforcement. The New 

Street 20 mph limit reaches down the hill just past Diston’s 

Lane. Nearby volunteer residents (pictured) took the 

initiative, with training, to use the Speedwatch camera which 

Chipping Norton now has. They say speeding traffic is 

horrendous – often 60 culprits an hour over 20 mph – many 

going 30-40 mph including very large HGVs, farm vehicles and 

many local residents. The team have had some success 

contacting the road haulage companies themselves who can 

discipline their drivers, but it’s hard work. By liaison with 

Thames Valley Police and OCC, official warning letters are 

automatically generated to culprits and apparently after three 

letters, vehicles can be impounded. The New Street team will 

be out again – so drive with care or you might be zapped! 

They say residents in other town streets would like to ‘have a 

go’ – but this needs training and support from police or OCC 

to contact offenders. Finally, there is still concern that the 20 

mph limit should extend past schools including along West 

Street (see letters) but this will need physical changes, more 

signage, money, and enforcement. It’s possible but, according 

to one of the hardworking New St team, it needs a Town 

Champion, resources, more volunteers and coordination to 

make it happen. 

Thrive Trustee Melanie Butterworth dropping off donated 
toiletries to the Chippy Larder 
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Old hospital – signs of action? 
After years of dereliction could there be some action to 

develop the old War Memorial Hospital site in Spring Street? 

A small property company, St Charles Homes (with only one 

previous development), bought the empty site years ago and 

it still has planning permission, dating back to 2013, for 14 

homes including converting the original old house (see sketch 

above). After years of inaction, recently the area’s greenery 

was cleared, but the site remains in a poor state and an awful 

welcome for visitors arriving in the town centre. Clearance 

was as per the planning permission. No individual trees had 

any protection – but it has annoyed one reader who 

remembers the Chippy Cubs planting a tree many years back 

(see letters). Then in August an ‘Environmental Services’ van 

was spotted doing work. This might mean development could 

start soon (or not!). In early August, the News contacted St 

Charles Homes for comment via their website (they have 

only one registered employee) but so far there has been no 

reply. Progress is awaited. 

Progress at Chestnuts’ site   
Work to convert The Chestnuts building on the corner of 

Spring Street and Over Norton Road is progressing. The 

developer, Brickhill Homes, is a Buckinghamshire-based 

company with half a dozen or so developments under their 

belt since 2015. Their website says: ‘Located in the famous 

market town of Chipping Norton this luxury development of 

four exceptional apartments should not be missed. The 

Chestnuts is a conversion of an existing office building with 

many period features.’ The News Team spoke to the site 

manager, who said there was much work needed on the 

building – which has been empty for around 20 years since it 

had been a nurses’ home and then social services offices. The 

developers hope to retain a number of architectural features 

such as a front balcony (it is not a listed building but is of local 

interest) and the project was planned for completion next 

March. Tree enthusiasts have been concerned about the future 

of a lime and particularly a large elm on the site. The latter was 

expected to be preserved but one local tree expert suggested 

it was suffering badly from disease. More news is awaited. 

Sunny Days for Cancer Research 
A big thank you from the local Cancer Research UK team to 

the shoemender at King’s Shoe Repairs and his customers 

who have filled its goblet on the counter with over £225 to 

thank him for his help and donate to CRUK.  

The field of sunflowers & pumpkins (guarded by scarecrows!) 

now growing on Chippy’s allotments is coming on. It was 

planted in memory of CRUK’s friend Charlotte Taylor a 

wonderful mum and professional gardener who died in 2017 

leaving young twins. It’s now raising money for Anna Drysdale, 

who the Town hopes to welcome back after her successful 

cancer treatment in New York. Many locals visited the field in 

August, to pick the sunflowers and have their photos taken. 

Look out for the Halloween pumpkins on sale in October! 
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British Legion remembers 
A Service of Remembrance was held by the British Legion, 

Chipping Norton Branch, on 15 August at the Town War 

Memorial at 10.30 with two minutes silence at 11am. Stories 

were told of the two Chipping Norton men who lost their 

lives in the Far Eastern theatre of war: Gunner Christopher 

Gilbert and Gunner Phillip Hiatt. Wreaths were presented by 

the Mayor, Cllr Georgia Mazower, on behalf of the Town and 

by the Legion. Due to current restrictions, numbers were 

limited but it was nevertheless a very moving event. Like so 

many other events in 2020 there will be no local Poppy 

Appeal this year. Poppies will be distributed to supermarkets 

and banks and the British Legion will be able to supply 

wreaths and school packs as normal. The current total for 

2019/20 stands at an impressive £20,047.99. The November 

Remembrance parade and service will not be affected. The 

book about the men and women of Chipping Norton who 

served in the Second World War is available from West Street 

Newsagents and the Co-op Pharmacy for a donation of £10. 

Next year sees a significant anniversary for the British 

Legion, founded on 15 May 1921. There will be a series of 

events to mark this centenary. Haig House has asked local 

branches to join in the ‘Telling our Story’ campaign. The 

Chipping Norton Branch came into being on 17 October 

1924 after a public meeting in the Town Hall. The Branch is 

searching for the original Minutes Book and the Chairman 

would like to hear from anyone who has memorabilia or 

photos of Legion members or events over the years. The 

project will be digitalised and form part of an Exhibition. 

Contact Steve Kingsford if you can help on 01295 780716. 

Kingham major hotel plan 
Villagers in Kingham are responding to a major 

redevelopment planning application at the site of the 

currently closed Mill House Hotel – previously a popular 

wedding and function venue. The owners of Daylesford 

Organics have bought the site and propose a new 46-

bedroom hotel and ancillary facilities including restaurant, spa, 

gym, swimming pool, alehouse, bakehouse, and servicing 

together with associated parking, landscaping and 

reinstatement of the former mill leat. Plans refer to making 

the development connect (including with an electric bus) with 

Daylesford Organics’ other investments such as the Farm 

Shop and the Wild Rabbit pub and restaurant in the village. 

Apparently around 30 properties in Kingham – including 

holiday lets and staff accommodation – are Daylesford 

investments. Responses to WODC (due by 18 August) have 

been many. Generally, redevelopment of the hotel site is 

welcomed, but with concerns about parking (which already 

causes issues in the village), traffic and the disruption to village 

life. Some compare it with Soho Farmhouse. Planning 

reference 20/01165/FUL. 

Cheryl helps defence families 
Many readers around Chipping Norton will know Cheryl 

Harrison, who for years was our Police Community Support 

Officer. Cheryl has left the police and now taken on a role, 

based out of the JR Hospital, as a support worker for the 

Chipping Norton Area for the Defence Medical Welfare 

Service (DMWS). Her job is to provide emotional and 

practical support to the Armed Forces community, veterans, 

frontline staff and the Merchant Navy when they are receiving 

treatment in hospital, community health care or at home. 

Cheryl said no family should have to go through the worry of 

illness alone and she can help individuals, their family and 

carers find solutions including referring them to the best 

organisations for help. DMWS is particularly concerned with 

helping independent living, social isolation and wellbeing – 

with the right support at the right place and time. If you or 

someone eligible are receiving treatment in hospital or 

community based health care, and need help, please contact 

Cheryl on 07920 702377 or the DMWS Helpline on 0800 

999 3697. See facebook.com/DefenceMedicalWelfareService/ 

Offbeat tours in Chippy 
Trained Blue Badge tour guide, Sean Callery, is back offering 

his walking tours of Chippy and Hooky over the next few 

months. Tours of Chippy: ‘the Town that moved up the hill’, are 

at 10.30am on Saturday 19 September and Saturday 17 

October. Tours of Hooky, ‘village of pyramids, pals and 

pioneers (and beer!)’ are at 11am on Wednesdays 2 

September, 16 September, 7 October and 21 October. Tours 

Cheryl Harrison pictured when she attended Chippy’s VJ Day 
Service at the War Memorial in August 
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follow Covid-19 guidelines and cost £12. Details at 

www.offbeatcotswolds.com. 

Escape to the country! 
Chipping Norton has long been a 

great place to move to from the city, 

and this year’s Covid-19 crisis is 

now seeing a big increase in moves 

to rural areas. Rightmove reports 

that property searches for the 

Cotswolds increased by 32% from 

2019 to 2020. The News heard from 

Poppy Bradshaw, 72, who has lived in 

Clapham, London for the last ten 

years in an apartment and regularly 

visits her son who lives in Chipping 

Norton. Being forced to self-isolate 

during lockdown in a property 

without a garden caused her to re-

assess: ‘I love London and always have, but being stuck inside 

with no access to a garden, countryside walks or any kind of 

way to communicate with a neighbour other than phone was 

beginning to impact my mental health and general wellbeing’. 

Poppy (pictured above) researched the area as much as 

possible, watching estate agents’ online videos for a feel for 

what she could afford when she sells her London apartment 

– which she listed as soon as Covid-19 restrictions were 

eased. She has already visited the Bloor Homes development 

at Banbury Road – which she likes for the space and garden 

she wants, with just a short walk into town. There are also 

homes ‘move in ready’. Many city dwellers are considering a 

similar move because, as Poppy added, with more possible 

lockdowns she will have a garden, more space and a 

supportive community such as Chippy. 

Help tidy up our Town 
With many visitors and people out and about locally, the 

challenge of keeping Chippy’s roads, verges, and open spaces 

tidy and free of litter is not easy. The Town often looks to 

unsung volunteers who put time and effort in to help. The 

large Town Cemetery and enclosed Churchyard at St Mary’s 

need regular clearing. Town Council Cemetery Committee 

Chair, Martin Jarratt, leads that volunteer effort and he told 

the News that volunteers are welcome to join next on 

Saturday 3 October at 10am, this time at St Mary’s Church to 

work on the Churchyard. Refreshments are provided and 

there is plenty of space for social distancing!  

Peta Simmons, who also 

normally runs our volunteer 

visitor information desk, 

appealed earlier this year for 

litter-picking parties to start 

up around town – there have 

been a number in the past run 

by Town Councillors and 

other volunteers. Peta, who 

has joined many efforts over 

the years, reports that one 

lady along the Over Norton 

Road is a ‘litter picker’. And of 

course for years, many Chippy 

people will have recognised 

Steve ‘Mr Snips’ Parsons out 

at all hours, along the verges, 

in and around town, and 

recently at the New Street 

Recreation Ground trying to 

keep on top of the regular 

daily deposits there (see 

letters page). This summer, a group of volunteers coordinated 

by new Deputy Mayor Sandra Coleman, wearing hi-vis jackets, 

has restarted town centre litter-picking sessions on alternate 

Wednesdays. Contact the Town Clerk’s office for details or to 

get involved. 

Stay healthy and fight Covid 
You’ve probably seen Chippy residents out more on walks 

and jogging? A recent Oxfordshire campaign reminds us that 

staying fit and healthy helps fight Covid-19 and other diseases. 

Anxiety and lockdown make it harder to stay healthy. 36% of 

respondents say they are comfort eating and that smoking 

increases with anxiety. The County’s Director of Public 

Health, Ansaf Azhar warned us to stay safe as lockdown eases, 

but also that it’s ‘crucial that we are all the healthiest that we 

can be. Fresh air and exercise are good ways to relax and have 

fun, as well as to help prevent illness. But if you do need 

medical help, we will of course always be here for you’. 

Support is available from Achieve Healthy Weight Loss 

Oxfordshire (achieveoxfordshire.org.uk, 01865 338119) for 

free weight loss programmes delivered locally. Also see Go 

Active with physical activity for everybody, 

getoxfordshireactive.org and LiveWell.Oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

Pictured down The Leys – has 
lockdown increased town litter 

and dog waste? 
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Lido’s open again – and busy! 
With lockdown restrictions gradually eased, and Swim 

England’s national #OpenOurPools campaign, The Lido was 

delighted to finally open every day from 26 July. In line with 

government guidelines on numbers and spacing, it’s a swim 

with a difference – requiring pre-booking of timed sessions 

for the first time in its 50-year history. The weather certainly 

helped with sessions booked up and the whole Lido team is 

extremely grateful for everyone’s support. Also, despite 

essential changes and time limits, enjoyment has been obvious, 

with some great positive feedback, both in person and on 

social media: 

‘Thank you so much for your hard work so we can all enjoy an 
outdoor swim!’ 

‘Had a great swim today with my kids. Well organised, lovely 
staff and everyone being very respectful of social distance. Thank 
you.’ 

‘My family swam in the 11.00 session today after a staff member 
kindly called us back to say there was a cancellation. Just to say 
thank you to Chippy Lido, it was absolutely glorious, and to see 
everyone’s beaming smiles when they saw the pool again was a 
joy to watch. How lucky we are to have this on our doorstep, 
thanks again.’ 

At the time of writing, The Lido are thinking of extending the 

season on a reduced timetable for an extra week. This would 

mean the full current timetable until 6 September, then the 

reduced timetable (TBA) until Sunday 13 September.  

Details in the usual places: the website, chippylido.co.uk, 

and ChippyLido on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Thanks 

again to everyone for their support and for their respect in 

terms of distancing – let’s all keep it up! 

Claire Williamson 

Hooky Brewery tours back  
Hook Norton Brewery has welcomed back their regular 

tours around the five-storey Victorian building where visitors 

learn about their award-winning ales, lager and stout. Tours 

last approximately 90 minutes and take you around the 

brewery where you will see the original steam engine, 

brewing and milling equipment and hear about the history of 

the Brewery. You can visit the stables and meet the lovely 

Shire horses, who still deliver beer locally. The tour obviously 

ends with a beer tasting in the excellent visitor centre. Due 

to current restrictions, tours will be limited to eight people 

from two households with social distancing. The Brewery 

recommends the wearing of trainers and visitors should be 

prepared to climb and descend over 100 steps. To book a tour 

call 01608 730384. And to mark the 75th Anniversary of VJ 

Day, Hook Norton Brewery created a unique beer, drawing 

inspiration from the countries involved. VJ75 Anniversary Ale 

is a light red ale at 4.5% with lemon, blackcurrant and 

kiwiesque flavours, developed and brewed by Ed Clarke, son 

of James Clarke, the sixth generation of Hook Norton 

Brewers. The VJ75 Ale will be available on cask at the Brewery 

and at selected local pubs. The Brewery is also marking its 

171st and most challenging year of beer and brewing with a 

trio of limited edition anniversary beers – 171 Strong Ale, 171 

Gold and 171 Coffee Stout. 

Age Concern at Highlands news 
The team at Age Concern Chipping Norton has been unable 

to invite regulars to Highlands since March, and there is no 

income, but a terrific ‘Hub’, has been helping with shopping, 

support and much needed advice. Manager Joyce Taylor and 

charity Chair Pat Lake wrote first with a big ‘thank you’ for all 

the financial support. The Town Council (who’ve just agreed a 

special grant of £4,000), The Lottery’s Community Fund, West 

Oxfordshire District Council and the Mayor’s Fund have also 

helped with overheads that have had to be paid. Pat also 

thanked the Oddfellows, the Music Festival, Aldi, CHAOS, 

Highlands’ own Active Trips Club and members of Bliss 

Probus. Grateful thanks go to so many people in Chipping 

Norton for donations, including via the Crowdfunding appeal 

which is still open – see ‘Covid-19 Local Help for the Elderly’.  

The ‘Hub’ is continuing to help the community with 

shopping and transport to hospitals and surgeries for 

essential appointments … call 01608 643320 for details. Pat 

and Joyce added, ‘although we are unable to meet in the 

building, we hope to “invite” members for afternoon tea etc 

in the garden, if the weather allows, during the next few 

weeks. We have kept in contact with everyone and shared 

“donations” we have received from Sainsbury’s, M&S and 

others. So, once again, thanks to everyone who has supported 

us.’ Congratulations again to Pat, who has been nominated by 

Chipping Norton Town Council for its ‘Honorary Citizen’ title 

for his contribution to the Town over many years. Hopefully, 

an opportunity for a proper presentation will arise soon. Well 

done to Pat, Joyce and the whole team. 

Joyce Taylor accepting a cheque for £100 from Jo Blagden 
Caterer, proceeds from the Cheesecake Raffle
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Help out at Bledington Shop? 
The successful Bledington Community Shop and Café is 

looking for volunteer help during the holidays and beyond. 

This would be perfect for anyone seeking work experience, 

volunteer experience such as young people involved in the 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, or perhaps just for those 

simply willing to help out in the community.  News Team 

members dropped in after a local walk to sit outside with an 

excellent takeaway coffee. Situated on the Oxfordshire Way in 

Bledington between Chipping Norton and Stow on the Wold, 

the Community Shop, which was opened by nearby resident 

Pru Leith back in 2019, invites villagers, visitors, walkers and 

cyclists to call in.  

To volunteer, just pop in and ask or else contact Jo Shaw, 

Shop Manager: manager@bledingtonshop.com. 

Apple pressing day 
Volunteers from the Community 

Orchard will be setting up their annual 

‘apple pressing’ at the Orchard on 

Sunday 20 September (11am to 4pm) 

for anyone who wants to bring along 

their own apples. Covid-19 rules will 

apply, so imagine a pub setting. Hand 

sanitiser and registration at the gate, restricted entry to 

ensure numbers don’t exceed what is permitted at the time 

and social distancing within the orchard. The Orchard is open 

to the public as a community space. Picnickers in groups, 

following the usual Covid-19 guidance as above, are very 

welcome to enjoy this wonderful quiet ‘retreat’ just off the 

Worcester Road up past the recreation ground. 

Inevitably, there have been some changes. The Tea Set, 
while continuing their busy tea room in the town centre, are 

no longer at the Station Antiques centre but have opened 

another venture at The Quiet Woman up at Southcombe. 

Wild Thyme have decided not to reopen as a restaurant; 

instead they 

are to continue 

with their very 

successful Take 
Me Home 
scheme offer-

ing prepared 

meals on Friday 

evenings and 

concentrate on 

catering for 

private parties 

in the restaurant and also hopefully open a dining club. Thai 
Shire, due to its small size, is now only doing takeaways and 

would welcome all the support they can get in order to keep 

them going. 

Our pubs seem to be managing the social distancing 

well. The Blue Boar reopened on July 20 and achieved a 

100% score for its Covid-19 compliance. There is a capacity 

for 93 covers but booking is strongly advised and also 

ordering through the Youngs on Tap App for both food and 

drink which are brought to the table. Payment is by card only. 

Similarly, at Bitter & Twisted where booking is essential 

has table service only for both food and drink. The terrace 

is available on a first come first served basis but do be aware 

that if it rains you cannot move into the pub as once it’s full 

that’s it! The Fox and Crown & Cushion are operating as 

usual with a variety of special menus. The Chequers has 

dining in or takeaway every day but Monday. The Shack is 

back in action selling delicious pizzas at The Red Lion. 

Now for the coffee shops. Mash Home & Pantry  

reported doing a roaring trade in August with the eat out for 

half price deal although they have had problems sourcing 

their food. Due to the fact that they only use local suppliers, 

they have found that some no longer exist and therefore 

have a reduced menu. There is more outside space as the 

area in front of Beales is now free. The Old Mill Coffee 
House & Bistro has been very busy during lockdown 

installing new toilets, reorganising seating arrangements to 

comply with social distancing requirements, putting in 

Perspex partitions between seats and ensuring that cleaning 

and hand sanitising schedules are rigorously maintained. 

Business has been brisk! 

Our delightful bistro, Whistlers, is benefitting from the 

relaxation on outside seating, and with encouragement from 

the Town Council have expanded the available area in Middle 

Row making it like a piazza and very enjoyable to relax in. As 

the new owners had only just taken the restaurant over, the 

p a n d e m i c  

could not 

have come at 

a worse time, 

but having lost 

all their staff 

and struggling 

to make ends 

meet doing 

takeaways, the 

future is look-

ing brighter 

now. There is only room for 20 inside and the downstairs 

area remains closed. Booking is strongly advised and you can 

phone if you’d like to order a takeaway but they can only do 

it if time permits as they only have a skeleton staff. 

Our Café Le Raj, with screening for each table, and 

Spice of India restaurants continue to both serve inside 

and provide takeaways. 

Many locals and visitors benefitted from the 

Government’s Eat Out to Help Out deal during the month 

of August – but now’s the time to get out and carry on  

supporting our local outlets so that they can continue to 

recover from the serious impact of the lockdown and give 

us the service we all enjoy.  

Eating out again in Chipping Norton 
With Covid restrictions easing, many of us are again enjoying the wealth of eating and drinking 
establishments in Chippy. The News Team’s Sue Hadland finds out what they are doing and how 

they have survived lockdown.
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Sprucing up our High Street 
After the initiative by local artist Luke Embden to put a great 

mural in the empty Beales window, new Mayor Georgia 

Mazower has been trying to do more with owners of other 

forlorn shopfronts. The long empty Cotswold Newsagents 

(still on an interminable journey to renovate the whole listed 

building) on the High Street now has a colourful display of 

local arts and crafts from a whole range of Chippy’s young 

people (the ‘class of 2019-20’!). More to come. There are also 

signs of movement on the property front: a design company 

have moved into the renovated Middle Row former travel 

shop. The long empty ex-hair salon in Market Place is being 

refitted. News also appears to be close on action at both the 

old Harpers and Beales stores. Interest in empty shop 

properties might be good news, but the Government’s latest 

planning policy may allow conversion to residential use 

without formal planning permission! Let’s see what happens 

next. 

Wigwam’s car wash & more! 
Through lockdown many local businesses reinvented 

themselves, using their resources to help the community and 

keep people in work. Up on the old Countrywide site, 

Wigwam – which started there as a storage business – has 

successfully weathered the storm and is able to announce 

new services, including the long-awaited car wash. Now in the 

second year of business, partners Freddie Crichton-Stuart 

and Nick Grant expanded the business services and storage 

facilities more than once, but lockdown meant some plans 

had to go on hold. The team and their families kept busy 

making face masks to give away at Wigwam’s reception and 

locally. They even accepted a commission to make masks for 

Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital and visor assembly 

for the NHS. With lockdown easing, another new project – 

the car wash – can finally get going after a false start at Easter. 

Building work is nearly finished and recruiting is underway, 

aiming for a 15 September opening. ‘It’s been very 

complicated,’ said Freddie, ‘but now it’s full steam ahead.’ 

The business services and storage side of the business is 

fully up and running, with appropriate Covid-19 safety 

standards and social distancing guidance. The team has also 

invested in an anti-viral defog machine that deep cleans 

spaces, killing Covid-19 and hundreds of other pathogens for 

30 days. It’s environmentally friendly and non-toxic and can 

clean all sorts of spaces, including cars and vans. Throughout 

lockdown Wigwam has also hosted mobile food retailers, 

such as a Japanese street food vendor, and that looks set to 

continue. Nick and Freddie have lots more plans up their 

sleeves and once the car wash is open, will be planning the 

next innovation. 

Chippy Posties’ tribute 
A parade of around 20 Royal Mail vans from Chipping 

Norton’s delivery depot turned out on 14 August to pay 

tribute to a fellow postie, Andrew ‘Albie’ Hawtin, who passed 

away in July aged 54. Albie had worked there for many years 

and one of the team told the News that all 46 staff had wanted 

to pay their respects, following the hearse for the beginning of 

the funeral procession from Cornish Road. They also held 

their own collection to donate to charity in his name. Albie 

was the much loved son of Mick and Janet, dad, brother, uncle 

and friend to many. An invitation-only funeral, with family 

flowers, was held at St Mary’s Church and reception 

afterwards at the Kings Head. Donations were for Kidney 

Cancer Association. (Acknowledgements to the Oxford Mail’s 
family announcement) 
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Safe return to public transport  
With public 

transport vital to 

Chippy’s rural 

location and the 

environment – it 

seems travellers 

are getting back 

with confidence 

onto local buses 

and trains with 

operators following strict safety procedures. More passengers 

– with almost all following mask-wearing rules – are returning 

each week. Local bus timetables are returning nearer to pre-

Covid schedules. Stagecoach has limited capacity to 32 on the 

S3 to Oxford and 17 on the 488 to Banbury – with zig-zag 

seat formation for single travellers. Their rigorous cleaning 

regime includes handrails, bells, seats, poles and more. Masks 

must be worn unless exempt. From 1 September, a Sunday 

service will be introduced on the 488 to Banbury and at the 

same time the route will be changed to serve the Horton 

Hospital seven days a week. Pulhams X9 to Witney will revert 

to its original, more frequent timings. All the Villager services 

restarted at the beginning of August with their original 

timetables. After the first week, loadings were higher than 

might have been expected – with the Chippy Shuttle running 

at around 40% of normal numbers, a good start in preparation 

for the autumn. However, as always, the Villager would 

welcome additional volunteer drivers to make the service as 

robust as possible. Please check the timetables on the various 

operators’ websites. 

GWR trains ‘travelling safely’ 
Our local GWR trains – from Kingham and Charlbury – are 

back to full timetable on 14 September, with longer trains to 

help social distancing. New flexible ‘3 days in 7’ and ‘12 in 28’ 

season tickets are planned to help those office working part 

time. Passenger numbers are growing – and GWR’s ‘Let’s 

travel safely this summer’ pledge is backed with extra train 

and station cleaning, platform hand sanitisers, more staff and 

information. Rail Safety and Standards Board research points 

to ‘only a 1-in-11,000’ chance of catching Covid-19 on a train 

and little contact tracing initiated by train infections. GWR 

are asking customers to: plan and book ahead online, ideally 

in quieter time slots; wear face masks unless exempt (GWR 

support the ‘sunflower lanyard’ scheme to make it clear); and 

adopt the usual Covid ‘stay safe’ measures such as social 

distancing, carrying sanitisers and contactless payment. 

Supported by Oxfordshire CC, on 1 September Pulhams will 

reintroduce a peak hour X8 bus service to and from Kingham 

Railway station via Churchill, connecting with trains to and 

from Oxford, Reading and London Paddington. After a three-

year gap this is very welcome and has been campaigned for in 

the Town Council’s Vision Document. 

Lawrence Team news update 
The Lawrence Home Nursing Team is conforming to the local 

and national effort to minimise the impact of Covid-19. The 

nursing services are still operating. For nursing and 

administration queries please call: 01608 641549. To support 

the Team, Rosalind and John Sword of Chivel Farm at 

Heythrop were delighted to open their garden to groups of 

six people throughout the summer and September. Garden 

tickets are available on a strictly pre-booked basis. To book 

please email fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org or call 

01608 684475. Tickets £5 per adult and children go free. All 

proceeds to LHNT. Chivel Farm has a beautiful country 

garden with extensive views and has been designed for 

continuous interest that is always evolving. There are colour 

schemed borders with many unusual trees, shrubs and 

herbaceous plants and a small formal white garden. For all 

fundraising queries email (above) or call 01608 684475. 

Verity Fifer 

Opening times vary – please telephone for latest information
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Chippy’s vinyl revival  
Have you had a lockdown 

clearout? Have you 

rediscovered your vinyl 

collection but don’t know 

what to do with it? Help is 

at hand in the guise of Over 

Norton’s Steve Rolfe. Steve  

(pictured) has spent the last 

few years developing his 

business of buying and 

selling vinyl and pop 

memorabilia into a global 

entity. Recent success stories include an early 1970s signed 

Elton John programme which went to the US, realising £500. 

A similar item sold in the UK for £280. A first pressing of The 

Zombies’ Odessey & Oracle LP was snapped up for £240. A 

Jimi Hendrix/Pink Floyd tour programme was sold to the US 

for £175. A very collectible Northern Soul Promo 7” by PP 

Arnold ‘Everything’s gonna be alright’ went for £128. 

However, it isn’t solely ‘pop records’ that attain high prices. 

Japanese buyers bought a Schubert Sonatas/Rostal 1st edition 

for £460 and a Schubert sonata/Martzy 1st edition for £380. 

Steve explains, ‘I am always on the look-out for vinyl LPs of 

any genre – Rock, Pop, Jazz, Soul, Reggae and Classical. Other 

good sellers are programmes, posters and signed 

merchandise. Mostly from 1960s–80s, although some of the 

stuff from the Nineties is starting to pick up in value’. To 

discover if you could make a small fortune contact Steve for 

a free assessment and valuation. Phone 077961 26007 or 

email jazzmasterwolf@hotmail.co.uk  

Steve gives an assurance that none of the vinyl he has 

goes to waste. ‘Records that for some reason I can’t sell, or I 

have a lot of copies of, are donated to the Oxfam shop in 

Chippy’. And of course, you can donate your valuable vinyl 

directly to Oxfam. Their Books & Music shop at 6 Market 

Place opened in 2011 and is back open after lockdown. It has 

proved very popular with locals and tourists alike and has 

grown in stature and sales every year. The music section has a 

well-established core of regular customers who keenly await 

new vinyl being put out for sale. Best sellers include Classic & 

Progressive Rock, Jazz & Blues and Punk/New Wave as well as 

the more common 70s & 80s pop. Deputy manager, David 

Sluman, gives this assurance: ‘All money raised by the shop 

contributes to Oxfam’s vital work around the world in its 

efforts to end poverty’. (Shop Wednesday-Saturday; donations 

by appointment only for the moment, phone 01608 644850.) 

Kevin’s fastest wheelbarrow  
Local resident Kevin Nicks is 

well known in Chipping 

Norton and nationwide for 

his exploits driving the fastest 

shed in the world (often seen 

parked in Chippy’s market 

square). Now, while in 

lockdown and with a zero 

budget, he turned a 

wheelbarrow into a mode of 

transport – and just set a 

speed record of 44.6 mph at 

an airfield in Yorkshire. 

Changes at Porcupine  
In June Simon Johnson took over as owner of Porcupine when 

Lindsay Townsend retired after 17 years of running this 

interesting oak and pine furniture shop in the Market Place. 

Simon comes from Cheltenham and was previously in art 

publishing. He now lives in Chippy and is enjoying getting to 

know the area and its friendly people on his delivery runs. 

Simon plans to continue the oak and pine ranges but also to 

expand to include more homeware with room themes, beds 

and mattresses, pots and pans, crockery and cutlery, glassware 

and gift items. He hopes this might help fill some of the gaps 

left by the closure of Beales and Harpers. Simon told the 

News that a flyer for 10% off new lines should arrive through 

your letterbox soon and there is a sale on at present. The 

News wishes him the best of luck – it’s good to see a town 

centre shop continue to be occupied in these difficult times. 

St Mary’s church services back 
At St Mary’s, things are still evolving regarding regular services 

in the church. You’ll have seen in the news that everybody must 

now wear a face covering when they come along, and we’re 

not yet allowed to sing together when we meet, but as things 

stand, for anyone over 18 there’s now a quiet, traditional mid-

week service at 11am every Thursday (with Communion on 
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the first and third Thursdays in the month for now). On 

Sundays in September, St Mary’s hope to move back from 

online to physical services if at all possible. For the time being, 

these are likely to be a little earlier than in the past, starting at 

10.15am and – because we will be limited to about 80 people 

in the church at any time – St Mary’s plan to live-stream the 

services so that everyone can still join us remotely too. Things 

may of course have to change at short notice so please do 

check www.stmaryscnorton.com for up-to-date details. 

James Kennedy 

New Methodist minister  
August has seen Chipping Norton Methodist Church slowly 

reopen though 

with many 

restrictions still  

in place.  We have  

been able to hold 

a service in 

church every 

fortnight and also 

to continue with 

the weekly Zoom 

services for those 

who feel more 

comfortable to 

carry on shielding. 

It is hoped to 

return to more 

normal services 

as time goes on, but at the moment it will be with social 

distancing and wearing face masks.  

The Methodist Community and the Town look forward to 

welcoming Rose Westwood as the new minister, having said a 

fond farewell to Soba Sinnathamby at the end of July. 

Elaine Parsons 

Chippy’s sustainability action 
Twelve months ago, with Chippy’s major 

growth on the agenda and the climate 

emergency in the news, over 100 local 

people joined Marcus Simmons and 

colleagues at Transition Chipping 

Norton in ‘action planning’ to make 

Chippy more sustainable. Alongside this, 

the Town Council signed up to a climate 

emergency declaration. Now Marcus has taken stock of what 

has happened since that burst of enthusiasm. His report (see 

TCN website for more details) points to Chipping Norton’s 

400+ year record of independent sustainable enterprise using 

far fewer resources than we now have available. But he now 

says that today’s ‘business as usual’ is threatening us, with 

implications for livelihoods, economy, equality and well-being.  

Not everyone signs up to this mission, but Marcus says all 

of us need to act, locally, regionally and nationally, for any 

substantial improvement to be made. His report says we have 

the capabilities – working together – to make a difference, and 

that the Covid-19 ‘jolt’ gives us an opportunity to ‘build back 

better’ to transform Chipping Norton into a ‘true Sustainable 

Enterprise Town’. Based on the local meetings in Chippy last 

year, Transition Chipping Norton has a set of tools and guides 

to help you get involved. They include: assessing our own 

environmental footprint; assessing capacity and priorities for 

action; making commitments and pledges with each other 

across the Town; asking for and offering help. See more on 

https://transitionchippingnorton.org/ or contact Marcus at 

transitionchippingnorton@gmail.com.  

Tales of The Plough & The Hare 
Katie and Matt Beamish 

(pictured) recently took over 

the reins at the award-winning 

Kingham Plough from Emily 

Watkins, a past winner of 

BBC’s Great British Menu. Now 

the couple, who had 

previously worked with chefs 

such as Raymond Blanc and 

Jamie Oliver have also 

acquired the lease and licence 

at another refurbished dining 

pub – the Hare in Milton-

under-Wychwood. The Hare 

was reopened in 2016 and in 

2018 won ‘Pub of the Year’ at 

the Cotswold Life Food & 

Drink Awards. It’s been very popular with locals & visitors 

who enjoy its three dining areas, bar and beer garden.  

Midnight Walk Reimagined  
Local Katharine House Hospice – doing even more valuable 

work now Covid-19 is here – needs our financial support 

even more. Its annual Midnight Walk (originally planned for 

June) is now on for September but as ‘Midnight Walk 

Reimagined’ because of restrictions. The hospice invites 

everyone to reimagine and do your own Midnight Walk 

however you want. It could be a walk wearing pyjamas, getting 

kitted out in glo sticks, or fishing out a favourite fancy dress 

costume. Stride out with friends or on your own; take the 

dog; walk at night or during the day. Cherida Plumb, KHH’s 

Community and Events Fundraising Manager, said, ‘We’re 

really looking forward to seeing all your photos, costumes and 

videos on our Facebook event page as you reimagine your 

walks’. To encourage everyone, there’s no registration fee this 

year, but Katharine House asks you to raise a minimum of £45 

in sponsorship funds. Walks can be at any time from 10 

September to midnight on 19 September and can be 

completed all in one go or a bit at a time. It’s your walk, you 

decide! To join in the fun, sign-up is at 

www.khh.org.uk/midnight20.  

You can also join thousands of enthusiastic swimmers and 

take in this year’s Swim Serpentine event raising money for 

Katharine House. It’s a one-day open water swimming event 

in the famous Serpentine in Hyde Park. There is a range of 

different swims available. Sign up today at 

www.khh.org.uk/swim-serpentine. Find out more about 

Katharine House by watching one of the ‘day in the life’ videos 

on the website. For more information about the hospice sign 

up to their digital monthly newsletter, which will keep you in 

touch with what’s happening, including virtual Tuesday night 

quizzes, wellbeing tips, news of fundraising events and 

developments at the Hospice: www.khh.org.uk/newsletter. 
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Brenda Campbell 1941–2020 
Brenda Campbell (also Brenda 

Granville) was Chippy born and 

bred. She was known to all for 

running the popular town café 

‘Granny’s Kitchen’ during the 

1970s and 80s with her husband 

John. Born in 1941, Brenda 

attended the British School on 

New Street before passing the 

eleven plus and going to the 

Grammar School (now Chipping 

Norton School). In 1959, at the age of 18 she was crowned 

‘Miss Chipping Norton’! She went on to 

work at Boots then Bliss Mill, before her 

children Vicky and Peter were born. A 

much-loved grandmother to William, Ben, 

Charlie and Jack, Brenda was sister to Viv 

and sister-in-law to Roger. She lived in 

Chippy all her life, especially enjoying 

outings with Chippy’s Horticultural 

Association during her retirement. 

Brenda died on 26 March at the John 

Radcliffe Hospital, four days after being 

diagnosed with Covid-19.  

(See further tribute from grandson Ben on p29) 

Michael Goscombe 1943–2020 
Born in Idbury and brought up in 

Fifield, Michael came to Chipping 

Norton Grammar School when 

his family moved to Southcombe. 

Leaving school at 15, work 

included jobs at Hitchman’s 

Mineral Water Plant and the 

Railway Station. But with 

Michael’s love of meddling with 

electronic gadgets, the aspiring 

radio repair engineer gained a 

diploma and worked at an in-car 

entertainment company, A E 

Malin in Oxford. On closing, 

some of their equipment helped 

Michael set up his own repair shop in Chipping Norton, firstly 

in Johnson’s former coal office, then Souch Autos’ former 

premises and, finally, in the cellar opposite the Methodist 

Church. This closed earlier this year before he became ill. 

Michael ‘grew up’ with Elvis, Bill Hailey, Cilla Black and more – 

but loved Country and Western and classical music including 

Vivaldi and Strauss – he had been looking forward to an 

André Rieu concert in Birmingham in September, and had 

enjoyed weekends to the Derbyshire Strauss Society in 

Matlock Bath. He didn’t drive, but travelled widely and 

enjoyed Sunday morning walks, air and car shows, steam 

rallies, historical railways and coach tours – including taking 

his mother on day trips and holidays. Since setting up his 

workshop, he was well-known and popular in the Town, 

joining a karaoke group, the U3A, ‘Chipping Norton Then and 

Now’ website, and attending pub quizzes. Michael’s illness 

with cancer meant some weeks at the Horton Hospital and 

Henry Cornish ICU, then three weeks at home before dying 

on 2 August in hospital. The family thanks the exemplary NHS 

staff going above and beyond the call of duty, together with 

nurses and staff at the Henry Cornish Care Home. Michael 

will be very sadly missed by all with whom he came into 

contact.  

(Thanks to Michael’s brother Stanley.) 

Reg Williams 1925–2020 
The British 

Legion, Chipping 

Norton Branch, 

were saddened 

to learn of the 

death of their 

member Reg 

who passed away 

on 29 May after a 

short illness, 

three weeks 

after his 95th 

birthday. In 

August 2017 the 

Legion had the 

privilege of 

holding an event 

to present Reg with his Légion d'honneur from the French 

Government for his part in liberating their country. Lance 

Corporal Williams of the 2nd Battalion, the Gloucestershire 

Regiment landed on Gold Beach on 6 June 1944, D-Day. They 

fought their way off the beach and took the town of Bayeux 

the following day. Reg was wounded in the Battle of the 

Falaise Pocket in August 1944 and evacuated back to England 

and hospitalised for four months. The Legion’s thoughts go 

out to his wife Ruth and his family and a card of condolence 

has been sent to Ruth.  

(Thanks to Steve Kingsford for the use of this report.) 

Marina Johnson 
Marina Johnson passed away peacefully on 14 May 2020. A 

crematorium service for immediate family only, due to Covid, 

was held at The Vale Crematorium, Evesham on 3 June 2020. 

Devoted wife to the late Joe, loving mother to Jane, Maggi, Joe 

and Kirby and much-loved grandmother and great 

grandmother. Donations were for Alzheimer's Society. The 

family wish to thank relatives, friends and neighbours for their 

words of comfort, cards, flowers and support during their sad 

loss.  

Jane, Maggi, Joe & Kirby 

David Hovard 
The family of the late David John Hovard would like to say a 

very sincere thank you for all the cards, letters, telephone 

calls and beautiful flowers received in their recent sad loss. 

Also our thanks to Doctor Keenan, Reverend Martha 

Simpson, A L Sole and a big thank you to Richard 

Bartholomew who was so very kind to David.  

(Thanks to David’s family.) 

Farewell Old Friends 

Reg being presented with his Légion 
d'honneur in 2017

A holiday snap of Michael 
as a young man
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There is no doubt this has been a very 

difficult time for us all and I count 

myself as very fortunate in having quite 

a large rural garden, in which to spend 

the time. It has developed over thirty 

years, with an emphasis on encouraging 

wildlife, while still being good to look 

at. This year, the hard work really paid 

off and I’ve had more time to 

appreciate it and work in it. The first 

thing everyone seemed to notice was 

the increasingly blue skies during 

springtime: for me, this equated to an 

increase in flying insects and I predicted 

that all of our birds might benefit. I 

didn’t expect to see a little egret flying 

over the garden – but it’s one of the 

thirty species that I have recorded this 

spring. With 25 nest-boxes of varying 

types, I’ve enjoyed watching blue and 

great tits feeding their young along 

with robins, wrens, blackbirds and even 

a song thrush who defied the social 

distancing to nest less than two metres 

from my bedroom window. As a result, 

I can grow plants without pesticides, 

relying on the birds to keep their part 

Nature Note
Keen gardener and nature watche

Chippy, has spotted some wond
during Lo

Around Chippy
What I did in L

As well as the inevitable
Lockdown has provided 

for some with opport
Chipping Norton and 

Here are some 

Blissful Isolation – in Chippy 
Months of lockdown inspired Bliss Mill resident and professional photographer Gemma 

Levine to publish Blissful Isolation a 

book with wonderful local images – and 

every penny from sales will go to 

charity. With some brilliant lockdown 

weather Gemma spent her time with 

her iPad capturing photographs nearby 

and in Chipping Norton generally. Some 

iconic lockdown images include food 

being brought to the door, the 

fishmonger placing fish carefully on the 

pavement and much social distancing. 

People are captured doing their own 

thing – working, relaxing, exercising or 

extending their hobbies; a local building stands abandoned; clapping for NHS, VE Day and 

birthdays are observed; an NHS doctor wears PPE and an ambulance officer wears her 

mask. Spring and changing seasons show asparagus picking, weekly deliveries, exercise 

groups avoiding the rain in a garage – and more.  

The book is sold locally, including at Jaffé & Neale, The Tea Set, Cotswold Newsagents, and 

Smiths, with proceeds going to Lymphoedema Research, to combat a disease causing 

chronic, debilitating swelling from damage to the lymphatic systems, sometimes after 

surgery or cancer treatment, sometimes inherited. Around 400,000 in the UK suffer from 

it, including Gemma, who perseveres photographing with her light iPad despite a disabled 

right arm – working hard to raise awareness of the illness. Gemma said, ‘Blissful Isolation’ 

is an everlasting memory of this time in our lives, that all of us have suffered. I utilised my 

time with my artistry and my desire to produce an important book capturing the 

“moment” and to support my charity.’ Gemma’s professional career spanning nearly 50 

years was as one of Britain's leading portrait photographers with subjects from prime 

ministers, artists and celebrities to Princess Diana.  

Stunning book of Chippy landscapes 
Lockdown has inspired many to enjoy Chipping 

Norton’s surroundings. Local landscape artist and 

book-maker Judith Yarrow has published a stunning 

new book called A Certain Sort of walk – 
everyday walks around Chipping Norton. As the 

title suggests, the book contains details of local 

walks with route maps, directions and detailed 

illustrations of the flora and fauna en route, as well 

as Judith’s own responses to the walks. The walks 

are generally around an hour in length, so suitable 

for families, and some may be familiar but some may be new to you. Cleverly, each walk is 

in loose-leaf format, so can be taken out to guide you and then returned to its own pocket. 

The book is carefully assembled by hand, each numbered and signed in a limited edition of 

100.  It is available for £40 from Judith at judithyarrow@hotmail.com or 07969 039204. 

Knitting hats for our seafarers 
Chippy’s Cicely Maunder knitted hats – 62 

of them – from £10 worth of wool 

oddments she’d found in a charity shop. 

One charity she supports is the Sailors 

Society which every year distribute hats to 

seafarers who are passing through our 

ports – essential clothing on the cold seas. 

This year they have wrapped 5,000 for 

Christmas parcels to be distributed by our 

port Chaplains. If you’d like to find out 

more or would like knitting patterns for hats, neck warmers or fingerless gloves, visit the 

Sailors Society website: www.sailors-society.org 
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Notes Nearby 
tcher Graham White, who lives near 

e wonderful sights close to home                                   
ng Lockdown

of the bargain to control the slugs, 

snails and aphids. 

I’ve also enjoyed watching the pond 

wildlife (I have four ponds, creating 

different habitats) – but ponds can be a 

terrible way to waste time in a normal 

year, there is always so much 

happening! This year saw frogs, toads 

and newts spawning, and bats taking 

insects over the surface on the warm 

evenings. I’ve seen more damselflies and 

dragonflies than ever before, including 

some rarer ones. Whether they have 

been there before, but simply 

unnoticed, I will never know. All I do 

know is that I’ve enjoyed seeing 

beautiful demoiselles and just one 

brilliant emerald dragonfly, as well as 

watching an emperor dragonfly (our 

largest species) hatching on a reed in 

the largest pond. Also by the pond, I 

watched the largest grass snake I’ve 

ever seen. While it was wonderful for 

me, it was less so for the poor frog that 

went on to become its dinner! I don’t 

think that there can be many people 

who have witnessed that, but I hope 

that even with the easing of 

restrictions, people will continue to 

observe our wonderful local wildlife – 

it’s all out there, we just need to be 

patient and look for it.   

py in Lockdown
in Lockdown ..
itable anxiety and grief, 
ided creative inspiration                  
ortunities for enjoying                  
and its surroundings.                                             
ome examples:

The Branch ‘bursts into life’ 
Chippy artist Rose Atkins is best known for her Linocut Prints, exhibited in the Theatre 

and during Oxfordshire 

Artweeks, but during 

lockdown, difficulties with 

her wrist prevented her 

from doing this physically 

demanding work. Instead, she 

created a picture of a branch 

from an apple tree, in acrylic 

paints. The subject was 

inspired by transformation of 

the old NatWest Bank into 

The Branch by St Mary's 

Church. Although very little 

work has yet been done on -the old building, during the Covid-19 crisis it has housed 

the large freezers which have stored food for those in need in Chippy and has been a 

base for the weekly food deliveries, distributing Mary's Meals. Rose felt that the picture 

illustrated how the building had burst into life and was already bearing fruit. She took 

the picture along to encourage volunteers working on food distribution. Once building 

work is completed, Rose hopes the picture will have a permanent home at The Branch. 

Martha Simpson 

Tracey wins her lockdown haircut 
St Mary’s Church distributed over 5,000 

family craft bags during lockdown! The 

aim of these bags was to have some fun 

and share some joy. St Mary’s Emma 

Kennedy said ‘we knew many mums were 

desperate for a haircut so, partnering 

with Hair Lounge salon in Horsefair, we 

ran a competition for children to 

nominate their mums for that much 

needed post lockdown haircut! Tracey 

was the very well deserving winner.’ 

Tracey’s daughter Debi said ‘My beautiful and amazing mum deserves to win because 

she’s not only always been my rock, but in lockdown has had the additional challenge of 

cancer treatment, and through everything she smiles, she’s a fighter … she deserves the 

world’. Well done Tracey & thank you to Hair Lounge! 

Getting cracking in the garden! 
Local resident Tim Newns used lockdown to get 

cracking with his garden, something he admits 

was long overdue since moving to Chippy last 

year. He commented, ‘since buying the house a 

year ago I have been meaning to dedicate some 

more time to my outside space, which is one of 

the main reasons I bought the property. Having 

previously lived in apartments I had no idea 

where to start, but bought a few herb plants and 

seeds from local shops. I am usually too busy with 

work to give the garden the attention it 

deserves.’ Like many others with no option but to 

stay at home, Tim is now enjoying the fruits of his 

labour. ‘Much like the Simon and Garfunkel song, 

I have enough sage, rosemary and thyme to last me a lifetime!’. Tim mentioned one other 

positive lockdown outcome: ‘Living in London for ten years I barely spoke to a 

neighbour the entire time despite living in an enormous apartment complex. Lockdown 

gave me the chance to get to know several of my neighbours – we regularly enjoyed 

socially distanced glasses of wine over the garden fence!’. 
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Making masks – the latest boom! 
Masks have not only become necessary they’ve also become 

a fashion accessory and a source of income for charities often 

with local craftspeople, clubs and volunteers getting involved. 

Many Chippy shops 

are selling them, the 

Co-op’s entrance hall 

has some on sale for 

charity – and keen 

eyes can spot them 

everywhere. 8-year-

old Tobi from down 

The Leys told the 

News his story: 

‘When lockdown 

started my Great 

Aunt, who is really 

good at sewing, made 

some face masks for 

friends and family. 

Everyone really liked 

them so my Aunt 

decided to make 

more and try and 

raise money for a children’s hospice. She asked me and so I 

put a few in a basket outside my house on The Leys. It has 

been amazing!  I have loved checking the money in the 

honesty box and chatting to everyone. It was brilliant when 

we made £100 to help poorly children. But now we have 

made over £1500 - it’s amazing!’ All this has given Tobi a real 

LOCAL NEWS

Why Should I Wear a Mask? Covid-19 can be spread in 

tiny droplets that an infected person breathes out from 

their nose or mouth. We may be 

infectious without knowing it, either 

because symptoms have not yet set in, 

or we may be one of the people who 

are infectious but never develop 

symptoms. Wearing a mask offers you 

some additional protection, but it 

significantly protects other people, so 

to help keep us all safe, we should all wear a mask. If wearing 

a mask is compulsory for the majority of us in shops and 

other situations let’s make it as effective as possible.        

What kind of mask? Scarves etc are better than nothing 

BUT a properly fitted face mask is much better. Homemade 

or bought fabric masks made of ideally three layers of 

closely woven material like cotton which can be washed and 

reused. Three-layer disposable masks, often called ‘surgical 

masks’ are thrown away after using. 

How to wear a mask? Always wash your hands before 

putting on a mask. Make sure it is the right way out, you 

should wear the blue surface on the 

outside with a disposable mask. These 

masks and many fabric ones have a 

metal strip which can be adjusted to 

fit snugly around the nose. Make sure 

your mask is the right way up, the 

strip helps the mask fit tightly and 

helps with steamed-up glasses. The 

mask must cover the NOSE and MOUTH. This is really 

important. When removing a mask try not to touch the 

surface too much and wash your hands again when you have 

removed the mask. Visors are not a substitute for masks as 

air that has not been filtered can circulate around. 

What about disposable gloves? These can be used, but 

if the same pair is worn over a period of time, their surface 

gets contaminated and can transfer the virus to surfaces and 

faces. Regular hand washing or sanitising is better.

Masks and gloves – some practical advice 
Local News reader Paula Dunleavy spent years as a dentist, worked in operating theatres and 
is now an acupuncturist. From grappling with masks, gloves and PPE, here are her tips for us in 

Chipping Norton 

Mask wearing and other measures such as hand washing and respecting social distancing can have a dramatic impact on keeping 
Covid infections down and avoiding local spikes and lockdowns. Chippy has proved itself to be a caring and responsible 

community during the pandemic. Let’s carry on doing our best. Keep well.

focus while having to stay at home. He and his family have 

been overwhelmed by the generosity and kindness of 

everyone who has supported this and thank all the residents 

of Chipping Norton and beyond. Tobi’s masks are still coming 

with new patterns and some limited edition versions will 

mark different events on the calendar! 

Emma’s clear plea to the PM 
Chipping Norton’s 13-year-old 

Emma Church, who is deaf, has sent 

a homemade see-through face mask 

to Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 

with a letter asking him to 

introduce clear face masks across 

the country. The vast majority of 

face masks currently make lip-

reading and the understanding of 

facial expressions much more 

difficult, leaving deaf people 

struggling to understand what is 

being said to them. Emma uses 

hearing aids but she also relies on 

lip-reading to understand what people are saying. She asked 

the PM if he would wear the mask in public, to rise awareness 

and ‘see what life is like for deaf people. Being deaf is no joke, 

especially when we cannot communicate.’ The National Deaf 

Children’s Society has called on the Government, Public 

Health England and NHS England to look into making 

transparent face masks more widely available. There are more 

than 50,000 deaf children in the UK. 

Tobi pictured recently with his basket of 
masks on sale for charity

13-yr-old Emma wrote 
to the Prime Minister

Health matters – wear a mask!
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Flu vaccination campaign 
With Covid-19 still here and winter coming, the Government 

is widening the free flu jab campaign. Chipping Norton Health 

Centre is organising flu clinics differently this year. 

Specifically: 

• Clinics are not walk in. Special weekend clinic 

appointment slots must be pre-booked to manage 

footfall and maintain social distancing. Flu clinics will only 

be in specially allocated weekend sessions – but there will 

be more of these, open all day.  

• First priority is for all aged 65+ plus clinically eligible 

patients aged 18-64 yrs only, Three dates have been 

released so far (see advert below).  

• This year all others aged 50-64 yrs can also have free jabs 

– Health Centre staff will notify this group when 

additional supplies & clinics are available. 

• All appointments will be bookable via a separate 
automated telephone system. The Health Centre 

cannot manage 4000+ extra personal booking calls AND 

maintain the usual service. If your medical record flags a 

need to ‘shield’ during the pandemic, the Health Centre 

contact you directly about receiving your flu vaccination.  

The Health Centre asks for patients’ support so they can 

vaccinate as many eligible patients as possible. Please keep 

checking www.chippingnortonhealthcentre.nhs.uk for 

changes to guidance, updated information about available flu 

clinics, and clear instructions about booking using the 

automated telephone system.  

General Health Centre contact 
Peter Branson from the 

Patient Participation 

Group urges everyone 

with any concerns about 

their physical or mental 

health or wellbeing to call 

the Centre without delay. 

Following Covid-19 and 

NHS guidance please don’t forget to use the telephone first 

for advice or an actual appointment – necessary safe visits to 

see a clinician can follow that. Specifically: 

Telephone First: Call 01608 642742, press ‘3’ for the 

Centre then ‘1’ to speak to a Care Navigator on the desk who 

will ask a few questions to get you the right help.  

To speak to your Doctor: Call the day he or she is on duty 

(see rota at ‘how to book an appointment’ on the website or 

ask a Care Navigator). Your doctor will ring you back later, 

discuss and help, or ask you to visit.   

Visiting: All visits, including opticians and podiatrist, need 

pre-appointments. Watch the useful video in ‘practice news’ 

and ‘adjustments during Covid-19’ on the website about what 

it’s like now to visit.  

First Aid Unit back in action 
The evening and weekend First Aid Unit, run from Chipping 

Norton Health Centre by paramedics from NHS South 

Central Ambulance Service, was back in action in August after 

the Covid-19 suspension in March. As before, it is for evenings, 

weekends and bank holidays and the out of hours urgent care 

service is formally part of what is called the Chipping Norton 

Integrated Primary Care Service. Largely because of Covid-19 

and safety while waiting, patients now need to book an 

appointment over the phone. To book an appointment call 

01608 642742 Monday-Friday before 5pm only; Call 01608 

648831 Monday-Friday after 5pm and weekends/bank 

holidays. The first four appointments of every session can be 

booked in advance by Health Centre staff; then calls are 

answered by the practitioner on duty. If busy, try calling a little 

later, but the message will recommend calling 111 or 999. The 

team say they will be developing the booking system further. 

Survey of unpaid carers 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire, who act as champions for local 

users of health and social care, want to hear from hear from 

people who provide unpaid care for friend, relatives or local 

people? Do you get the advice, help and support you need? If 

you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, friend 

or neighbour who is elderly or has an illness, disability, mental 

health problem or addiction please help by completing an 

anonymous survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers. 

You can also call 01865 520520 to chat or ask for paper 

survey copies to be sent. 

New lives in Chippy 
Chippy’s Cotswold Birth Unit has been busy. In April, May and 

June: there were 21 Chippy and 7 Homebirths (16 boys, 12 

girls); 82% used a birthing pool; 57% knew their labour 

midwife; 19% were transferred in labour; 75% were born at 

night; heaviest baby was 9lb 7oz and the lightest 6lb 7oz. 

 

 

FLU CLINICS

Health services – important updates

We are scheduled to receive our first delivery of 
vaccines the week ending 25th September; 
therefore, our Saturday flu clinic dates are as 
follows:-   

Saturday 26th September – for clinically 
eligible patients aged 18 to 64 years ONLY 

Two more Saturday clinics will follow on  

Saturday 3rd October – for patients aged 65+ 
whose surname starts with the letters of 
the alphabet A through to M and 
Saturday 10th October – for patients aged 
65+ whose surname start with the letters 
of the alphabet N through to Z 
The Saturday clinics will be bookable in advance 2 weeks 
prior to their date. They will be bookable in sessions of 30 
minutes slots. For example, if you book an 11am 
appointment, you will be seen between 11 & 11.30am. We are 
planning the sessions this way to maintain social distancing. 

Due to the uncertainty of the current climate we must always 
respect and follow the up-to-date Government guidance 
regarding COVID-19. This means that the way we will carry 
out our flu clinics is subject to change if guidance changes. 

 We will update our website regarding child flu vaccinations 
and clinics in the coming weeks. 

Please visit www.chippingnortonhealthcentre.nhs.uk 
to keep up to date with flu clinic information. 
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1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

History's greatest female 
spy, resident of Great 

Rollright 
 Agent Sonya: Lover, Mother, Soldier, Spy 

By Ben MacIntyre

THE ARTS

The Theatre Chipping Norton 
Live and cinema programme update The Theatre has 

had to take the difficult but perhaps inevitable decision to 

postpone the main autumn live programme and the iconic 

Rapunzel panto, because of Covid restrictions and risks (see 

Local News p3). Ticketholders will be contacted – for refunds, 

transfers, or donations! But it’s not all sad news. Director John 

Terry reports ‘a cunning plan’ for a small pop-up Christmas 

show – and promises Rapunzel will return for Christmas 2021 

‘bigger and better’. Autumn indoor live shows will be 

rescheduled for Spring 2021. The open air September 

promenade performance In the Footsteps of the Mitfords 
in the stunning gardens of the Mitfords’ childhood home, 

Asthall Manor is sold out – even the extra shows just added! 

But you can book for a slimmed down (and socially distanced) 

programme of cinema and screenings – dates and titles 

will be announced soon. 

Take Part is back The great news for young and old is the 

restart of a full community programme for autumn. Doors 

open for the incredible Youth Theatre, Youth Musical Theatre 

and Saturday Drama classes for young people. Welcome back 

to the Dance 50 class and, alongside this, the buzzing Adult 

Drama and Creative Writing workshops continuing online. 

New participants are welcome. The Theatre looks a little 

different – socially distanced spaces, one-way systems and lots 

of hand sanitiser – but the lovely stage and great practitioners 

are the same and are raring to go! Places have to be limited 

so please book early. Priority booking for previous bookers 

was from Thursday 20 August and general booking opens 

Wednesday 2 September, with term starting on 7 September. 

Book at the Box Office on 642350 or at 

www.chippingnortontheatre.com  

Please support the Theatre Chippy’s Theatre is 

determined to survive and thrive, but needs our support, 

including financial backing during a surreal and worrying time. 

For ways to help, call Box Office on 642350 or see  

www.chippingnortontheatre.com. Congratulations to the £50 

monthly 'lockdown' winners of the Friends of The Theatre 
200 Club: April Pauline S; May Richard B; June Gill C; July Ian 

A; August Joseph McK. The 200 Club raises over £5,000 a year 

for The Theatre – details of how to join are on the website. 

Arts and Crafts  
Oxfordshire Craft Guild The cancellation of Oxfordshire 

Artweeks, and consequently the May Guild show at the Town 

Hall, was a great disappointment. The virtual gallery/exhibition 

was no real substitute for meeting people to talk about their 

work. Local OCG members include Rose Hallam, a past 

member of Chipping Norton Craft Gallery cooperative based 

in The Theatre. She has made photomontage and hand-painted 

jewellery using images specific to this area.  

At Salford Mill Pottery, Liz 

Teall had taken a year off in 

2019, so she began 2020 with 

terrific enthusiasm, determin-

ed that this would be a great 

making year. But in March she 

downed tools to tackle all 

those outdoor jobs that had 

been nagging for years. Now 

she’s looked at the pots she 

made in the early spring, and 

found she doesn’t like them quite as much as she did....Time 

for a change then? The Oxfordshire Craft Guild website 

www.ocg.co.uk has contact details of all their 

designers/makers with pictures of their work.  

Chippy's Virtual Gallery For some time now CNarts – a 

network of artists, makers, creative professionals and 

enthusiasts in the OX7 area – has been struggling with ways 

of exhibiting their work with many venues closed or limited. 

They’ve also been looking at how to get more members' 

work online to view. So here is the solution for both: an 

online members-only exhibition. If you would like to see the 

'gallery' and the work in there so far visit cnarts.org  

Drawing and Painting course A new course runs at 

Glyme Hall on Tuesday afternoons from 15 September to 20 

October. It’s designed for novices or those more experienced 

in drawing and painting. The course will explore classical 

methods, contemporary approaches, and a range of 

techniques and media. Tutors and peers will give you support. 

The organisers say they ‘will be following strict guidelines 

around social distancing and the class size will reflect this. 

Details on website www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk and email 

enquiries@abingdon-witney.ac.uk tel 01235 555585.  

Zuleika Gallery, Woodstock This new Gallery's focus is on 

emerging and contemporary art, representing painters, 

printmakers, ceramicists and sculptors offering a diverse 

programme of exhibitions, including talks and events. With 

Pre order your copy now 
Pub date 17/9/20

The Panto may have been postponed but Take Part’s back!!
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strong links to Oxford, the opening of the new gallery marks 

five years since Zuleika Gallery was founded in October 2015 

by Lizzie Collins, when it launched at Modern Art Oxford. 

Lizzie comments, ‘We’re thrilled to announce the opening of 

our new gallery adjacent to the Museum in Woodstock, 

particularly after months of lockdown. As a Stonesfield 

resident, and knowing of the many art lovers who live here or 

visit the area for its rich cultural offering, it has always been 

an ambition to open a gallery in Woodstock.’ The gallery 

opened on 17 August with a solo exhibition of work by 

Oxford-based contemporary artist and printmaker, Rachel 

Gracey RE. The lithographic and relief prints will feature 

Gracey’s recent body of work ‘The Pacific Coast’, inspired by 

travels to California’s west coast. Zuleika Gallery will open 

daily, observing current social distancing regulations. Viewings 

can be booked through www.zuleikagallery.com. 

Music 
CRAG Virtual Tea Concert During lockdown, 12 

internationally renowned musicians, including Margaret 

Fingerhut, Alastair Ross, Philippa Davies, Dorian Ford and 

Maggie Cole, donated special recordings to raise funds for 

Charlbury Refugee Action Group. This made a fantastic 

concert of music ranging from Purcell to jazz, accompanied by 

beautiful videography and photography of Charlbury and 

Oxford. Anyone who wants to watch and listen should visit 

justgiving.com/campaign/crag-concert and make a donation 

(suggestion £10). If you’re missing the delicious cakes and tea 

at normal CRAG Tea Concerts, why not enjoy the online 

version with a freshly brewed cuppa and a slice of your 

favourite cake? Time to get the kettle on …. 

The Adderbury Ensemble This well-loved ensemble 

brings together some of the UK’s top musicians to perform 

the world’s finest chamber music, with popular pre-Covid 

Coffee Concerts in the Holywell Rooms in Oxford and 

regular evening concerts in Chippy’s Town Hall. The 

Adderbury Ensemble is currently planning a series of virtual 

concerts for music lovers to enjoy online. Donations will be 

welcomed to pay the musicians and video recording team. 

Details: www.adderburyensemble.com or 01295 810683. 

Choirs 
Crooning in a Time of Coronavirus It’s a tricky time for 

choirs. Because of the pandemic, singing in groups has been off 

the cards since March and although Government restrictions 

on indoor performances were eased in mid-August, the 

challenges of social distancing etc are enormous. Like all local 

choirs, Burford Singers had to cancel their late spring and 

summer concerts. Current guidance requires a whopping 

three metres’ distancing between singers, ruling out rehearsals 

and concerts, so at the moment there is no clear way forward. 

Kingham Singers decided to suspend all activities until 

March 2021 although choir members are all keeping in touch 

and looking forward to performing their postponed summer 

concert next year. Chippy Singers are still on hold and 

although the Wychwood Chorale have expressed hopes of 

starting up again in September, they admit singing together is 

going to be one of the last things allowed. Watch this space for 

developments and hopefully better news to come!  

Other Arts News 
Cotswolds Stage School Liz Scrivener, Manager and 

Director, sent the News the following, ‘We are thrilled that we 

will be reopening in September! The Stage School had been 

going from strength to strength since its last appearance in 

Chippy News. Prior to lockdown, we were honoured to hear 

that famous, local 

singer-songwriter 

Jack Savoretti was 

to be our new 

Patron and classes 

were working hard 

towards the annual 

Showcase at the 

Town Hall. The 

Stage School quickly adapted to provide virtual Zoom Singing, 

Dancing and Drama classes during lockdown but are 

obviously thrilled we can now return in person, following 

latest Government guidelines.  

We are also excited that local Musical 

Theatre performer Jodie Nolan (pictured) 

will be joining our team of tutors to teach 

dance, whilst she waits to rejoin the cast 

of Mamma Mia in the West End. We have 

another Musical Theatre star, Sally Frith, 

coming to the Stage School in November 

to give a masterclass on next term’s featured Musicals – 

Mamma Mia and Annie. Sally has appeared in Cats, Mamma Mia 

and Legally Blonde, both in the West End and on International 

tour. The end of September also sees us celebrating our first 

birthday with a big birthday cake! Please see 

www.cotswoldstageschool.com for more about our free 

Taster Session on Saturday 19 September or e-mail 

info@cotswoldstageschool.com to book a place.’ 

The Arts Society Cotswolds Wednesday 9 September – 

via Zoom – join at 10.50am for 11am start. The Making of 
Landscape Photographs with Charlie Waite. A fully 

illustrated talk with over 60 images exploring the relationship 

between the making of an image and the way it is perceived 

by the viewer. As one of the world’s leading (and multi-award-

winning) landscape photographers, Charlie’s images are held 

in collections world-wide. He has lectured for 25 years 

throughout the UK, Europe and the US.  

Owing to Covid-19, TASC lectures are now given 

‘virtually’ via Zoom. Members receive an ‘invitation’ via the 

newsletter but non-members are welcome (suggested 

donation of £5, either by cheque or bank transfer). For more 

information please contact Frances Sparkes on 01993 823943 

publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk or visit the TASC 

website: www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

Lizzie Collins pictured with artist Rachel Gracey
Photo: David O'Brien

Patron: Jack Savoretti
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Re-Opening of Chippy Leisure Centre 
Chipping Norton Leisure Centre was partially re-opened at a 

ceremony in late July. New Town Mayor Cllr Georgia 

Mazower was there to see all the changes put in place for 

coronavirus safety procedures and social distancing. During 

lockdown the Leisure Centre had become home to the local 

Chippy Larder food project – supported magnificently by 

some of the Leisure Centre team. Current opening times are 

Monday to Saturday 7 to 10am and 4 to 9pm and the 8am to 

noon on Sundays. The gym has a new one way flow system 

and extra spacing, and there are some fitness classes. Walking 

football and tennis sessions, which must be pre booked, are 

available outdoors on the refurbished astro pitch. The pool is 

due to reopen in early September. John Busby, from Better 

West Oxfordshire, said, ‘The team at Chipping Norton have 

worked tirelessly to ensure we have opened with a fantastic 

health and fitness offering. We look forward to welcoming the 

local community back to a facility which has proved a 

community hub during this pandemic.’ Customers have also 

been given the option to continue to freeze their 

memberships at zero cost if they are unable to return or 

would like additional time to come back. Further updates can 

be found online or phone 01608 644412 and see website for 

latest opening times. 

CN Town Football 
Pre-season activity started on 4 August with the first match in 

the Henry Hawtin Cup and we have games against Enstone 

and Kingham to come. The season proper starts on 8 

September with training weekly as pre-season games allow. If 

you’re interested in playing please call me on 07810 307213. 

Dominic Rickard 

Chippy Swifts 
Chipping Norton Swifts FC are delighted to announce that 

we are building a new relationship with the local Little Kickers 

team. Little Kickers offer ‘fun football’ sessions for toddlers up 

to six year-olds (see www.littlekickers.co.uk). We plan to 

work closely with them to provide a smooth transition out of 

their Mega Kickers groups into club football with Swifts. This 

is a really exciting opportunity for both of us and provides 

Swifts with a strong link for players to join us to create new 

U7 teams each season and also for some of our older Swifts 

to gain some valuable first steps into coaching by helping out 

with Little Kickers. Swifts wish to thank James Donald of 

Little Kickers for his enthusiasm to make this happen and we 

look forward to working together this summer and beyond. 

Martyn Walsh 

4 Shires Swimming Club  
Swim England has been working hard to get more swimming 

pools open across the country and many will be operating on 

a reduced timetable. The Club was pleased to return to the 

pool on 3 August, albeit under a very different set of 

protocols and Covid-19 code of conduct.  We have been lucky 

to have been able to put together a comprehensive set of 

training sessions at Kingham Hill School. 

Some of our swimmers enjoyed open water swimming in 

a sculpted lake near Tamworth.  The last session was followed 

by a fun swim in the Aqua Park on inflatable slides, climbing 

walls and a variety of obstacles. 

If you are a keen swimmer looking to compete, or simply 

want to develop your fitness through swimming, please 

contact us.  Our squads are aged from 10 to 16 years, but it’s 

never too late to take to the training pool and older 

swimmers are welcome to join our masters section. Sessions 

are normally held at local pools including Chipping Norton 

Leisure Centre but until these pools open up fully to clubs we 

are currently only training at Kingham Hill School. For all 

membership enquiries please contact Jo Shaw at 

membership@4ssc.co.uk or visit www.4ssc.co.uk 

Richard Warner 

CN Cricket 
The Cricket Club finally started the 2020 season in August. 

Both League sides are playing in round robin cup 

competitions till September, so this year the cricket season 

will be over more quickly than normal. Matches are not 

completely back to normal as there are of necessity 

restrictions on socialising. I’m glad to say that team spirit was 

Town Mayor Cllr Georgia Mazower, Deputy Mayor Cllr Sandra 
Coleman & Chair of the Recreation Committee Cllr Rizvana 

Poole pictured with Leisure Centre staff at the re-opening 
Ceremony in July
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good and members were very keen to get back to training 

and playing. Typically the first week back it rained and games 

were abandoned, annoying after all the good weather earlier 

in the year. At the time of writing we will be at week 4 of the 

new season. Both sides have won a game and lost a game. 

Graham Beacham 

Hook Norton Harriers 
Hook Norton Harriers 

have been creative 

while physical races are 

on hold, taking part in 

various virtual races 

over the summer. 

Several members took 

part in the Lockdown 

Frolic – a race and 

treasure hunt, where 

runners (including 

Harriers Claire, Jo & Lisa, pictured) covered as much ground as 

possible over 12 hours, ideally in fancy dress, either as an 

individual or as part of a team. One Harrier, Suzie Field, 

undertook both a 20 mile run and a 10k walk as part of the 

event! Unfortunately, our popular Hooky 6 race in August had 

to be cancelled because of the pandemic, but we are now 

looking forward to planning our Christmas Canter in December.   

Nell Darby 

Higher Energy Trampoline Club  
The Club is waiting to hear when it can restart sessions in the 

Leisure Centre. 

Hook Norton Tennis Club 
HNTC started trialling club sessions in August with strict 

rules to adhere to government safeguarding and LTA 

guidelines. Sessions currently run Sunday 10am-noon with 12 

pre-booked places available. Play is short sets with winners 

declared at 5, followed by mixing up, as in our traditional club 

session play. Email admin@hooknortontennis.com to book a 

place. Confirmation will be sent to the first 12 letting them 

know who else is playing. We keep two reserves in case 

anyone has to drop out. Reserves and any others who miss 

out have priority the following week if they apply again 

promptly. Players will be listed on the website booking system 

(www.hooknortontennis.com/book/), so you can check who 

is playing and the Club has a  record of players, in case anyone 

reports Covid symptoms later on. For more information, 

please contact admin@hooknortontennis.com 

 Elaine Priestley 

Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
Looking ahead to Rugby season 2020-21, the aborted end to 

last season now feels a world away. Since then we, like other 

sports clubs and facilities, have been fighting to survive. Thanks 

to our own fundraising efforts, support from Sport England, 

RFU, WODC and all our lovely sponsors, the immediate 

threat to the Club has passed and we were one of the first 

Oxfordshire rugby clubs able to restart outdoor socially 

distanced 'Covid-safe' pre-season fitness and skills training for 

both senior and junior players over the summer. With the 

almost complete disappearance of school sport, the sessions 

have been incredibly well received and attended, so huge 

credit must go to our volunteer coaches who have supervised 

the small 'bubble group' sessions, sanitised everything in sight 

and kept all our players safe, healthy, fit,  and ready to restart.  

We plan to start our new season on Sunday 12 

September at 10am and we are ready to welcome new 

players of all ages to a Covid-safe training environment. So 

please come and join us at Greystones on the 12th but, in 

uncertain times, do please keep an eye on the club website 

and social media channels for updates. 

Looking further ahead, the return to play will now start 

with a form of RFU sanctioned 'touch rugby' involving minimal 

contact between players and then, as conditions allow, we will 

gradually return to the full game. The first senior matches 

using the new rules are scheduled for Saturday 26 September 

when our 1st XV pick up unfinished business in the Berks, 

Bucks and Oxon Premiership at home v Slough, while our 2nd 

XV move up a league to play their first match away at Witney. 

As always, follow us on facebook and twitter, see our 

website for membership and further information, or drop us 

an email at chippingnortonrugby@gmail.com if you want to 

play, coach or volunteer in any other way. 

Graeme Williamson 

 

 

Enjoy 5 months of golf on our beautiful 
heathland course, where tees and greens are 
maintained year-round. An excellent way to 

play value for money winter golf,  
Thinking of getting back into golf or trying out a 
golf club that is great for playing in the winter 
months? Now is your chance to come and try 
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club, one of the finest 

heathland courses in Oxfordshire, with        
stunning views across the countryside and    

with its free-draining sandy soil. For just £360 
our Winter Warmer is a great way to find out                                  

if our club is for you. 

Our 
Winter 

Warmer 
is Back!

For more information please contact:- 
w:  www.tadmartongolf.com 

e:  generalmanager@tadmartongolf.com 
t:   01608 737278

A members’ club with great food and                               
a friendly atmosphere. 

We are also open to societies and visitors                        
all year round. 
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plight of refugees throughout the world even more serious. 

We are determined to do what we can to help and as a first 

step we have a produced a virtual Tea Concert: See page x23.  

John Dunleavy 

Horticultural action at home 
In the April news I said ‘we will be back’ but unfortunately not 

at the moment for the Chipping Norton Horticultural 

Association. All the summer days out had to be cancelled 

including Greys Court due in September. Members have been 

working hard in 

their gardens 

and allotments 

which has helped 

during this 

glorious summer 

weather, with 

limited things to 

do and places to 

go. There are 

more pictures 

on our website 

www.cnha.uk. The committee is hoping to hold a Zoom 

meeting shortly to discuss the winter programme and how 

best this can work for members during these difficult times. 

Readers and members can see what is planned by looking at 

the website during September or by telephoning the 

secretary Eileen Forse 643275. 

ATC investigate cyber security 
Flt Lt Cath Newport RAFAC Commanding Officer of 

Chippy’s Air Cadets reports that 136 Sqn have been parading 

virtually throughout lockdown with Cadets involved in 

courses and special guests talks all online. Local cadets are 

among 217 in the Thames Valley Wing who have completed 

radio communications and cyber security training courses 

during this time. This has improved their knowledge of cyber 

security, social media safety and how to protect themselves 

and their devices from malware and viruses. It has increased 

their confidence and communication skills through ‘speaking’ 

to cadets from other Squadrons in the region using an 

internet-based radio system. The cyber security training has 

also been invaluable as they have been using the internet and 

Yacht Club celebrate maiden sail 
We had to cancel all the 

planned gatherings during 

spring and summer, as did 

everybody else, but are poised 

to restart as soon as possible! 

Sailing, or mucking about in 

boats generally, is a naturally 

socially-distanced activity, often 

with one’s own household. 

Quite a few of us have managed 

to get to and on to the water, 

although those who keep boats 

away from the UK have had 

more difficulty. Some have 

forgotten what state they left 

their boats in, and are wondering whether they are still afloat 

(or still upright on the hard).  The biggest event was the 

launching and maiden sail of a beautiful 30-foot yacht one 

member has spent the last 6 or 7 years building. Pictured 

above, she is a beautiful craft, admired by every passer-by, and 

fulfilled all expectations both under sail and power. Being all-

electric, she is whisper-quiet under engine. The yachting press 

have already had a day taking pictures and asking questions, 

with the picturesque Beaulieu River providing the backdrop in 

the summer sunshine. 

Watch this space and cnyc.co.uk for news of club 

activities. If not a member, but interested in boating of any 

kind, or matters maritime (you don’t need a boat!), get in 

touch and we’ll make sure you are informed of activities and 

invited along as soon as we can get them going again. 

Roger Backhaus  

Railway Club – still in steam!  
Chipping Norton Railway Club is still on the rails… behind 

the scenes! Not looking promising for a meeting this year, but 

fingers crossed. December could happen! Likewise, there will 

be no autumn outing this year. The Committee hope all 

members and friends are keeping safe and well in these very 

uncertain times. We are keen to re-start as soon as we can. 

For further updates, keep looking on the Chipping Norton 

Railway Club Facebook page and read the Chippy News!!  
Estelle Brain 

Chipping Norton Amnesty Group 
In the absence of our usual meetings, we’ve met virtually and 

learned how to Tweet, about International Human Rights Law, 

and racism in the UK. Routinely, we take action by writing 

letters and emails, and by signing petitions in respect of 

Prisoners of Conscience, especially with the threat of CV-19 

in prisons. This month we have a meeting about human rights 

in Iran. Contact Val 645036 if you would like to join us. 

Lindsay Piltz 

Charlbury Refugee Action Group 
An amazing year of fundraising: so far this year, CRAG has 

raised over £15,000! We cannot thank people enough for all 

their continued support in challenging times. The money has 

been sent to organisations dedicated to alleviating conditions 

for refugees in Europe, including Help Refugees, Refugee 

Community Kitchen and Attika. We also continue to support 

Asylum Welcome in Oxford. The pandemic has made the 

Photo: Nic Compton



27

CLUB NEWS

social media more during lockdown both for schoolwork and 

to contact family and friends. 

The Air Cadets hope to restart face-to-face activities in 

September. Visit www.aircadets.tv/tag/136/ for further 

information. 

WOWI president’s badge presentation 
Like everyone else, West Oxfordshire WI has not been able 

to meet but we have done lots to keep in touch. Our monthly 

meetings continue by Zoom. We had a meeting where 

everyone made a sketch of something that reminded them of 

lockdown or made them happy. The sketches are going to be 

transferred to material and embroidered or fabric painted 

and then made into a wall hanging.  

When the 

restaurants opened up, 

six of us had a lunch to 

welcome back a 

member who had 

been stranded abroad 

with no flights back. 

This also gave us an 

opportunity to present 

our President with her 

badge of office as we 

went into lockdown 

immediately after she 

was appointed. We have other events in small groups. If you'd 

like more information about WOWI, which is well worth 

joining for fun and friendship, please get in touch by email: 

wowi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk or call me on 01608 646228 

Hilary Dix   

Chippy Folk Club zooming ahead 
We continue to meet via Zoom each month (until we can 

meet in person again!). We seem to be getting the hang of 

Zoom now, and with the odd glitch here and there, we hear 

a song or two from everyone who wants to sing. There’s 

always a good selection of songs and genres, and we have a 

very sociable time. The way to get an invite is to subscribe on 

the ‘Contact and Sign Up’ section of our website (if you 

haven’t already) and then you get an email with all the details 

you need to join in. Next session is Monday 14 September, 

7.45 for a 8pm start. Sign up at chippingnortonfolk.org.uk/ 

Rachel Chai 

U3A in Lockdown 
Chipping Norton and Area U3A has been challenged to keep 

going and in touch with its members since the AGM in March. 

The Committee and then the Group Leaders have discovered 

Zoom and learnt how to use it for meetings (some more 

organised than others!) to keep Italian and French Groups 

learning, Reading Groups discussing, Science Group debating 

and Writing Group creating. Now that small groups are 

allowed to meet outside, both Walking Groups are exploring 

in groups of six and the watercolour artists are painting 

outdoors, weather permitting. 

The Open Meeting which usually takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month in the Town Hall, is now happening 

via Zoom. On 5 August, our speaker was Jenny Mallin, the 

author of an award-winning book A Grandmother's Legacy. 
Jenny gave a personal insight into the five generations of her 

family who lived in India during the British Raj.  

Our speaker on 

2 September will be 

Bob Foster, a 

Volunteer Presenter 

for The Mary Rose 

Trust whose talks 

have raised over 

£10,500 for the 

Trust. He is a 

recently retired 

Chartered Engineer, running his own consultancy company in 

Banbury. Whilst he is not an historian, he has been a Presenter 

for the Trust for over 30 years. His illustrated presentation tells 

the story of Henry VIII’s favourite ship, built in 1510. Bob will 

chart its days in service and its sinking in 1545 and then the 

intervening years before it was brought to the surface in 1982 

– all illustrated with a few of the nearly 20,000 fascinating 

objects recovered from the wreck after 437 years under water. 

Visit u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton/ for further information. 

Christine Clinch 

Green Gym starts up again 
We are delighted to be able to start working again as a group 

from 26 August, though we will have to limit numbers and 

obey all the rules about social distancing and not sharing 

tools, etc. We will not be able to welcome new members until 

we see how these new arrangements work out but if anyone 

is thinking of joining us, please get in touch now and I hope 

within a couple of weeks we shall be able to invite you to a 

session (Wednesday mornings) in Chippy. To learn all about us 

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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visit www.chippygreengym or alternatively contact me: 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com or phone 643269. 

Jenny Harrington 

Scouting update 
The Cubs have enjoyed term-time virtual meetings and all 

sections have had some fun challenges over the summer. We 

missed the planned camps in Plymouth (Scouts), Rhossili 

(Cubs), and the Beavers will miss a sleepover at Legoland. 

Leaders are working hard to enable the group to meet back 

in person though with reduced numbers in September. 

Helen Harris 

MS Society’s local activities  
Our West Oxfordshire Group had 

to cease face-to-face activities at 

the start of lockdown and we still 

don’t have a date when we may 

resume. The activities include all 

our exercise/therapy sessions, all 

our social events and our street collections. We have however 

continued our exercise sessions and social chats using Zoom. 

We are therefore still paying out some fees but have no 

substantial income, though several participants have given 

generous donations. We are therefore extremely grateful for 

grants from two sources: £500 from Tesco Bags of Help, and 

£1,285 from the Cottsway Community Fund. Wishing 

everyone in this area to stay safe but also to keep fit both 

physically and mentally. Please contact me for any information: 

Tel: 645988. e-mail: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk  

Peter Branson 

Rotary support for local charities 

Burford & Kingham Rotary has become a Virtual club for the 

moment with Zoom the new venue. A great way to catch up 

and look out for each other and help where we can – the true 

essence of Rotary. Local Rotary clubs have raised over 

£100,000 for local foodbanks during lockdown. We held our 

AGM in July and installed a new committee led by President 

Stuart Jackson and Vice President Ros Richardson. Stuart’s 

first job was to thank outgoing President Jane Coombs for all 

her hard work in the last 18 months. He is pictured above 

being congratulated on completing 500k over 95 days raising 

over £3,000 for Cotswold Friends, a local charity supporting 

elderly & vulnerable people. 

We are a small but very friendly group, with members 

from all the local villages and we welcome new members. If 

you’d be interested in meeting likeminded people and raising 

money to help local and national charities, please contact our 

secretary John Smith jpw.smith@jass.co.uk.  

Ros Richardson  
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Five months of school closure (except for some vulnerable 

and key worker children) has involved ‘do it yourself ’ 

schooling at home. Some thrive, some 

struggle. How’s Chippy been doing? 

For 5-11 year olds it’s been left a lot up 

to parents to access a whole industry 

of online and book material. Both St 
Mary’s and Holy Trinity Primary 

Schools have tried to keep in touch, 

with many home projects reported 

from a 30-day Lego Challenge, to 

collecting alphabet objects around the 

house and garden, to sharing home 

lessons and photographs.  

For the 11-18s, Chipping 
Norton School has provided some 

learning guides and materials, and 

regular newsletters. The important 

Years 10 and 12, in the middle of GCSE 

and A level studies, have had some half 

and full day sessions since June, and 

structured study guides. Those due for GCSE and A level 

exams would have been doing revision. Year 11s were given 

some bridging guides and reading lists to prepare for A level 

study. There has been relatively little online teaching from 

state schools compared, say, with private schools some of 

which started A level teaching online and early. Many students 

will have struggled with motivation so 

may well find it hard to get back to 

work in September. 

At Chipping Norton School 
one barrier, as for many state pupils 

and their families, is lack of access to 

reliable internet and computers for 

home work – with fears of the 

‘achievement gap’ widening. National 

promises of a ‘computers to all’ roll 

out proved problematic. The School 

has helped source reasonably-priced 

kit. Local Chippy charity Thrive 

NorthOx came to the rescue for 

some families in desperate need. Forty 

brand new Chromebooks were 

delivered to the School, donated by an 

Oxford engineering company after 

hearing Thrive’s interviews on BBC 

Oxford about Chippy families struggling. Thrive have also run 

a used laptop/ipad appeal. Andrea Ratcliffe of Thrive thanked 

everyone for a great response. If you can help please email: 

contact@thrive-northox.co.uk 

With lockdown, Chippy’s Years 11 and 13, 

on the final furlong leading to GCSEs and 

A levels, were thrown into uncharted 

territory – all summer school exams were 

cancelled. Weeks and months reserved for 

revising and honing exam techniques were 

now empty with grades decided by 

teachers. Instead it was stay at home, 

worry about next year, and wait. The News 
Team asked some of this Chippy ‘lost 

generation’ how they coped: 

• Missing school and motivation: ‘When I heard our 
GCSE exams were being cancelled, I was really upset and 
frustrated, as if all of my hard work for three years was 
wasted. I’ve been finding it really hard to motivate myself after 
working so hard for so long. I really miss being in school and 
seeing friends and teachers every day, and am excited to get 
back to school in September.’  

• Wasted efforts: 'Cancelling the exams was definitely a 
shock back in March, I think it was quite a relief, but it also 
seems such a waste when I look at all the exercise books, 
revision guides and flash cards that I have to get rid of without 
properly using them.' 

• Relief and anxiety over grades: ‘Not doing my GCSEs 
took away this year's stress, but it also makes me more 
stressed for A levels because I've had no practice at sitting real 
exams. I feel a bit cheated and that I let down the teachers.’ 
and ‘I’m not very good at exams so I really hope I get my 
predicted grades!’ 

• Losing out on social life: ‘I would have loved the prom 
and end of school celebrations that we missed out on – it’s 

Schools closure and our ‘lost’ generation

Teenage Lockdown – those cancelled exams!
upsetting. I didn’t have the full experience of school like others 
from previous years.’ ‘School stopped so suddenly – I didn’t 
get to say goodbye to a lot of people.’ ‘Lockdown was really 
tough for the first couple of months but now it’s ok because I 
can see my mates again.’ 

For 16-year-old Ben, 

lockdown has been 

harder than for most. He 

lost his beloved grand-

mother Brenda to Covid-

19 in March (see p17) 

and said, ‘My life has 
changed from lockdown 
because my family and I 
lost my best friend, my Nan 
– she meant so much to 
me. I loved her so much – I 
would do anything to get 
her back. My GCSE results 
are going to be scary 
because I would always ask 

Nan and remember how her support felt. Because of lockdown 
we didn’t get a chance to do anything about GCSEs. It’s going to 
be hard for all of us this year but people would understand – I 
just hope we all get a chance.’ 

Mindful of his students’ emotional welfare, when closing 

the School and cancelling exams, headteacher Barry 

Doherty wrote to Years 11 and 13, signing off with: ‘Take care 
and chin up. You always knew you were special, didn’t you?!’ As 

they move on to further education, apprenticeships or the 

workplace we wish all these extra special young people well! 

 

Jodie Green welcoming donated Chromebooks at 
Chipping Norton School 
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Outstanding 6th Form’s A levels 
Chippy’s Year 13 students celebrated some great A level 

results with rises in each category band – reflecting hard 

work by deserving students 

and dedicated staff. At least 

74% of results were A*-C 

grades. Average point score 

was 90.6. Head Barry Doherty 

made special mention of the 

30 students who between 

them achieved an astonishing 

64 A* and A grades. He also 

congratulated Tom Ashton, 

Alex Blackmoresly, Molly Duff, 

Maddy Fisher, Ellis Hewins, 

James Howard, Megan Kyte, 

Jacy Taylor, Charlotte Warner, 

and Felix Wigzell who each 

secured three A*/A grades. 

Initial results suggested 85% of students had their firm 

university places – most with their first choice. All of this 

could improve with the latest ‘U-turn’ which dropped the 

notorious ‘algorithm’. The School’s 6th form staff were 

working hard to help if needed. 

Chippy’s Year 13s are off to a wide variety of places with 

an optimistic outlook for the next stage of their lives. Head of 

Sixth Form, Lisa De 

Bruyn made special 

mention of Felix 

Wigzell (with 4 A* 

grades studying  

Veterinary Science 

at Bristol), Megan 

Kyte and Ronan 

Kennedy (for 

Medical Degrees); 

Jacy Taylor for her 

Oxford place for 

Psychology and 

Philosophy, and 

others with a range 

of subjects from 

History of Art at 

Warwick to 

Artificial Intelligence & Computer Science at Birmingham. But 

results day was not just about university places. For many, it 

was recognition of a ‘rite of passage’ for completing 

academically rigorous qualifications and choosing their post-

18 way forward. Lisa said ‘for some students, it’s the beginning 

of a new adventure as they travel the world on a gap year 

(although perhaps not immediately!), or the stepping stone 

into the world of work. For example, congratulations to 

Emma Thompkins for securing a teaching assistant role at 

Great Tew School, Ewan Graham on a Para-Legal 

Apprenticeship with The Burnside Partnership and Sam 

Ratcliffe an apprenticeship with Wise Investment.’  

GCSE students’ proud progress 
Announcing this year’s GCSE results, Head Barry Doherty led 

on how the whole ‘cohort’ which arrived as 11-year olds back 

in 2015, was ‘filled with talented, sparky, 

opinionated (!), humorous & unforgettable 

individuals who became one family with us – 

and were held in great affection by the staff ’. 

They overcame a tumultuous year with 

fortitude and ended with some excellent 

results. But Barry’s first plaudits were for how 

many had made such tremendous progress  

gaining new knowledge & skills to fulfill their 

individual dreams. He singled out those whose 

overall five-year progress since primary 

school had been ‘truly outstanding’: Enrica 

Dias, Elliot Stockford, Harry Ware, Jamie 

Youngson, Luke Wild, Mark Zatyko, Madison 

Loose, Edie Tomlinson, Anna Cavendish, Lottie 

Barrett, Louis Nagle, Ryan Jones, Jake Petyt, 

and Daniel Chambers – who also deserves special mention 

for securing a place at the Central School of Ballet in London! 

Then Barry 

pointed to nearly 40 

students who had 

achieved at least five 

Grade 7 to 9s and 

mentioned the 

following who each 

secured at least eight 

Grade 8 to 9 grades: 

Oliver Ball, Georgia 

Bell, Jake Briggs, Zack Ibrahim, Annabel Jenkins, Anya Kennedy, 

Cathryn Kirk, Elizabeth Ledgard-Hoile, Elizabeth Mooney, Eliza 

Porter, Olivia Riley, Imogen Taylor, Elinor Tomalin, and Bella Wigzell. 

The scale of this is a first for CNS. The Head stressed that the 

School does not believe just in grades – gaining solid results gave 

all individuals the chance to choose their own future. The School 

team now turns to helping students make the best dedisions for 

thier future,  including, of course for some, the option of returning 

to study in the School’s outstanding Sixth Form.

Chipping Norton School students celebrate success 
An unprecedented year saw disruption, cancelled exams and finally a very stressful August – so 
huge congratulations to Chippy’s A level and GCSE students. More details on school website. 

Yr 11s last day before Lockdown back in March

Socially distanced GCSE results!

March: Yr 13 Leavers’ Celebration – 
Most Optimistic Girl & Boy!
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Chippy schools plan safe return 
Teachers and staff at Chipping Norton’s three town schools 

have been working hard to welcome around 1600 local 

children safely back to school at the start of September. For 

most, it will be back to lessons after around five months of 

home schooling. Families – and most children – are eager for 

a return to school for both education and well-being. In 

August the Government was planning a #BackToSchoolSafely 

campaign to reassure parents and students that schools are 

ready for their return (which will be mandatory) and also fully 

prepared to deal with any health issues. Chippy’s schools have 

been striving to follow the latest and often-changing 

Government guidance including: staggered starts and break 

times etc, increased handwashing, and children remaining in 

consistent ‘bubble’ groups at school with physically separate 

areas.  

At Chipping Norton School, Head Barry Doherty has 

been writing to parents and children with detailed plans. The 

new Year 7s should arrive on Wednesday 2 September and the 

rest of the School the following day. Each year group will be a 

separate ‘bubble’, with its own area and often different 

entrances. Barry said that while there will be a real focus on 

protection he wants to remind students that ‘so much about 

life at the School will be much the same’ (including school 
uniform! Ed) adding that he hoped the School’s team had 

‘helped HMS Chipping Norton School sail calmly through the 

many icebergs’ of the previous 100+ days’. 

St Mary’s Church of England (Aided) Primary 
School also plan a full return in September. Head Yvonne 

Stallwood-Barnes sent out a detailed guidance letter in July. 

This explained that their primary school ‘bubble’ will be a 

class group of up to 30. Bubbles will not be mixed up and 

would keep to their own area. Any special teachers would 

come to them. Children would generally be seated facing 

forward and side by side. Guidance in July said children should 

be in full school uniform by 1 October.  

At Holy Trinity Catholic School, Head Lorna 

Buchanan had planned that new Reception children would 

come and ‘explore’ their new surroundings on 1 September, 

and the full school would be there for two days’ transition by 

3 September. Contact the specific schools for latest advice 

and guidance. 

Bledington Primary  
After a rollercoaster 

year, Head Jill Kewley 

wrote in July how, ‘we 

have made it to the end 

of term with positivity, 

kindness towards each 

other and hope for the 

future’. She explained the 

plans to return fully in 

September – with three 

class ‘bubbles’ in action: 

The Owls (R/yr 1), The 

Penguins (yrs 2/3/4) and 

The Parrots (yrs 5/6). Some of those Parrots from last year’s 

Year 5 students in fact managed a return to school before the 

summer break and wrote about how they felt:  

‘We are Year 5, invited back to school after the strange 

times of home schooling! Up until now we have been using 

work put up weekly on our school website but finally we are 

allowed back in! Things do seem a little different and some of 

us were a little nervous before Monday. All the desks are split 

apart with one for each of us and we can’t share our stuff. We 

Schools are planning new classroom layouts  

St Mary’s pupils at school back in January 



32

SCHOOLS NEWS

have to do lots more handwashing and stay in our bubbles 

with our year group. It still seems odd avoiding friends in 

other bubbles but we will get used to it! We are so glad to be 

back and see friends and teachers – we have missed them all 

so much! As soon as we got in, we remembered how fun our 

school was. It’s a great idea to come back to school and 

almost all of friends are getting the chance! During lockdown, 

we have been learning lots of things: sewing using a machine, 

new languages, gardening skills and some of us new computing 

skills. We’ve been on long walks and bike rides – one of us got 

chased by cows! It has been nice being at home with family – 

we have all learnt more about our siblings and enjoyed time 

with them, mostly! Now we are back we are excited about 

sorting out the school garden, playing in the forest and 

inventing new, socially distanced, games! We’ve done art and 

discussion work – as well as normal English and Maths. We’re 

also super excited with a project to take home with us about 

building box-cart models!  

Great Rollright Primary 
The School reports: These have been extraordinary times, but 

we are immensely proud of how all our children, families and 

staff have risen to the challenge. Since March we have been 

able to continue with our learning in new ways, while keeping 

our community strong.  

Leavers: In July we said goodbye to our wonderful class of 

Year 6 students. Our usual leavers’ service at St Andrew’s was 

sadly not possible, but we were able to mark the occasion in 

new ways, including our first-ever class yearbook and a class 

video poem to which everyone contributed. We wish all these 

children the very best in high school!  

Home learning: The School was closed to all but children 

of a few essential workers from March through May, and 

gradually opened in June and July until about half of our 100 

pupils were attending. But for those at home, our staff worked 

hard to provide rich opportunities online, and we were 

thrilled by the engagement of these children and the fantastic 

work they sent us.  

School tours: For parents choosing a school for next 

September (2021), the process of school tours this autumn is 

likely to be different to usual. Please call the School on 01608 

737202 for details.  

ACE Centre Nursery School 

The ACE Nursery School has remained open during 

lockdown supporting vulnerable and keyworkers’ children 

from our own school and elsewhere. We kept in touch with 

our families through a weekly interactive letter, which families 

and children contributed to, swapping ideas and photos to 

inspire and support everyone with home learning including 

using remote video sessions. One parent said ‘The home-

schooling support was really good and varied, the kids loved 

the songs and stories, seeing what their friends were up to 

and the other recommended links (eg teach your monster to 

read). The outdoor only sessions were great, I felt my children 

were safe and it was great for them to socialise again and 

resume their learning.’ 

www.getridremovals.com

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 
• All types of clearance: house, 

office, garden, loft & shed 
• Removal and recycling of any 

unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Man & Van for hire 
• Weekly services to London

CALL: 07538 244861

The ‘wonderful’ class of Year 6 students wave a fond farewell to 
Great Rollright Primary School 
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For 1 June’s full reopening the team worked tirelessly to 

improve the learning environment and create an even better 

outdoor only experience. Chris and Christine Coulton and 

their team, designed and built a whole outdoor structure for 

the ACE Nursery garden. It played a starring role in making 

‘outdoors’ a great success – with protection from hail, rain, 

wind and scorching heat. It was a place for snacks, stories, 

woodwork and acting as helicopters! A big thanks for Chris 

and Christine’s altruism, commitment and kindness – another 

Chippy story of a great response in difficult times. One parent 

added, ‘the thought of our child being outside all day has been 

fantastic and we have really enjoyed receiving the weekly 

photos and updates. We felt so connected during lockdown 

with a wonderful community.’ The children have shown 

fantastic levels of well-being, resilience and involvement in 

their learning and a worrying time for all has been turned into 

a fabulous summer. Thanks to staff, children and families for all 

their hard work and contributions. Very well done! 

The Town Nursery 
We re-opened on 1 June and have had a quiet summer, 

spending as much time outside in our spacious field. The 

children were happy to be back and each month more 

children have joined us. The staff have been amazing - 

entertaining the children outside with less toys and 

equipment and adapting to a more rigorous cleaning regime 

at the end of the day. The huge spring clean we had before re-

opening gave the Nursery the opportunity to review the play, 

activities and environment we offer the children. In 

September we will be open 8-6 and we do have some spaces 

available. We would like to thank all the parents for their kind 

and encouraging words during these difficult months. We also 

have to say thank you and goodbye to the children leaving for 

school or other settings. For more information contact 

Anthea or Judith 645646 or admin@thetownnursery.co.uk  

Sibford School 
Pupils at Sibford School have achieved their best results on 

record despite the unprecedented circumstances surrounding 

examinations this 

year. Overall 56% of 

students gained A* - 

B grades in their A 

Level and BTEC 

exams, the highest 

on record, with 

pupils achieving a 

100% pass rate 

across all subjects. 

The majority of 

pupils achieved 

places to study at 

their first and 

second choice 

higher education 

destination. This 

year’s leavers will go on to study a wide range of courses from 

astrophysics, law and theatre to mathematics, finance and 

marine biology. Sibford Head Toby Spence said, ‘This is a 

remarkable achievement for our pupils. All the staff are 

delighted that pupils’ efforts have been rewarded with some 

exceptional results.  We are proud of the wide range of 

destinations and pathways that our students are pursuing – 

from those who are heading to “Russell Group” universities 

such as York and Sheffield to those who are furthering their 

careers in a wide range of vocations. This reflects the diverse 

and thriving community at Sibford School.’ 

Later in August, pupils celebrated their impressive GCSE 

results, with a strong showing of top Grade 9s, 8s and 7s 

alongside A* and A grades. Overall, top tier grades were 

achieved in a total of 20 subjects, with 80% of pupils gaining 

five or more grades at 9 – 4 (or A* – C). The exceptional 

results were achieved across a variety of subject areas such as 

science, languages, history and the arts – illustrating the great 

depth of talent across all quarters of Sibford School. If you are 

interested in Sibford Sixth Form, you can register your 

interest for the Sixth Form Open evening on Tuesday 13 

October, along with other events on the Sibford website by 

visiting sibfordschool.co.uk/attend-an-event. 

Celebrating some impressive results!
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A soaking from traffic! 
I have just walked from Top School to the Town after a heavy 

downpour. Because most of the drains are blocked, the road 

resembled a river, through which cars and vans blasted with 

no regard for the pedestrians they were soaking in their wash 

– if they thought at all, they’d probably think it funny. Is it too 

much to expect of drivers that they notice the state of the 

roads, and the pedestrians walking alongside them? Probably! 

Deborah Backhaus 

West Street should all be 20mph 
I would like to bring to your 

attention the 30 mile an hour 

speed limit in West Street Chipping 

Norton. This differs from the rest 

of the Town where a 20 mph speed 

limit is in force. Along West Street 

we have fast moving lorries and 

cars splashing residents walking 

along the street to get to the town. 

The pavements are narrow and in 

certain areas are unnegotiable by 

pedestrian traffic and children 

walking back from the School. Also 

along the street there is a crossing for children to get to and 

from school. During the wintertime many of the residents 

living in West Street have to walk in the road and through 

the puddles in order to travel towards the Town. It is likely 

to be a simple task to change the speed limit from 30 miles 

an hour to 20 miles an hour. Perhaps the Town Council 

would like to make residents in West Street safe in the way 

they have done in the rest of the Town. 

Paul Gowers – West St resident 

(This was also sent to the Town Council – see article p7 – Ed) 

Mystery walled enclosures 
On my morning walks during Lockdown, I have wandered far 

and wide. One thing I have noticed that puzzles me and I 

wonder if anyone can throw any light on it?  

Along the Old London Road, from Cornwell crossroad, 

towards the Beeches cross road, on the right hand side are 

several stone walled enclosures. These do not appear to have 

an entrance unless it is on the field side and not visible from 

Cubs’ Tree at Hospital has gone! 
While sorting old 

photos during the 

lockdown I came across 

this one of a group of 

Chippy cubs who I took 

to get their Wild Life 

badge in about 1983 

(they are now in their 

mid-forties) planting a 

weeping ash tree in the 

garden of the War 

Memorial Hospital. Sadly 

like every other tree, 

some very old, it was cut 

down a few days before 

Christmas, presumably 

when they thought no-

one would notice. This did need planning permission as it's in 

the Conservation Area, but no planning notice went up. I 

contacted WODC Planning Dept who were very vague and 

said they thought they were given planning permission in the 

original planning application. Did the Town Council know that 

some very ancient trees were being destroyed and that the 

site would be left looking so desolate? It is now a rubbish tip. 

Cicely Maunder 

(See article p8 – original planning permission did allow for site 
clearance, including trees – Ed) 

The future of town parking 
As we come out of Covid shutdown, things will slowly 

normalise. People will begin to shop, tourists will be 

attracted to the Cotswolds, locals will drive into town to 

have coffee and chats with old friends. On top of this the 

builders will recommence building 1200 new houses at Tank 

Farm and Banbury Road etc. Added to this, the new HSBC 

bank hotel will need 32 parking places, and the St Mary's 

drop-in centre next door does not have any parking 

allocation at all. It seems to me the centre of Chipping 

Norton will grind to a halt and the roads will become 

gridlocked. People will be put off coming here! On 8 March 

the Town Council promised to discuss a parking strategy for 

the future of our town. We have been busy with other things 

but nothing yet has been said. Can the Town Council and 

WODC please come together asap to formulate a plan? 

Gordon Brown 

Lockdown – going the extra mile  
I would like to give a big thanks to Patrice and Debbie Rogér 

at the fish shop in Chipping Norton. Few people would know 

that he leaves at 2am in the morning to go to the market and 

get fresh fish. Not only has he done that, but he has been 

closing his shop at 2pm in the afternoon so that he can do 

deliveries for people who are unable to get out. To show our 

appreciation it would be nice for the people of Chipping 

Norton to support this local business. I bet a lot of people 

do not know there is a fresh fish shop in Chipping Norton. 

The supermarkets will be fine after this virus so it would be 

nice to support local businesses.   

Tony and Brenda Faulkner 

(One of many town businesses who’ve gone the ‘extra mile’ – 
thanks to all – Ed) 
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LETTERS

the road. The enclosures are planted with box hedges and 

trees. This must have been done some time ago – maybe 20 

years because of the size of the trees. Can anyone tell me if 

there is or was a purpose for these enclosures? 

Peta Simmons 

VJ Day….The Home Front 
On the 15th and 16th of 

August 1945, ten-year 

old Alan Brain bought 

copies of the Daily 
Mirror from a Chippy 

newsagent. 75 years 

later they remain in his 

collection! These 

historical editions 

contain interesting 

headlines including 

‘Price control started 

yesterday’. Food 

Minister, Sir Ben Smith announced ‘there is no prospect of any 

immediate improvement in rations’. He had this to say of 

them: canned meats, on points – no increase; sugar – not to 

be cut below the present half pound a week; fats and bacon – 

no hope of more for home or manufacturing; dried eggs – less 

of them; shell eggs – more of them; tomatoes and oranges – 

more soon; dried milk – enough to make 4 pints, every 8 

weeks this winter; liquid milk – hopes to have more available 

during the winter. 

Strip Cartoons included Belinda, Buck Ryan, Popeye, 

Garth and of course the ever sexy Jane! Advertisements 

recommended Andrews Liver Salt for ‘inner cleanliness’ and 

Atkinson’s skin cream for outer beauty, at 5/10d a jar.  

On VJ Day itself, it was ‘longer opening hours for public 

houses’, but the beer shortage nullified the concession. Finally, 

and the most amusing headline from a returning Army 

sergeant …   ‘My wife tore my clothes off me’! 

Estelle Brain 

The Chipping Norton News Team welcomes letters but 
reminds writers that name & address must be supplied 
and that the opinions expressed  are not  those of the Team.

Thanks to Mr Snips! 
I would like to thank publicly the gentleman (‘Snips’?) who 

picks up all the litter on the New Street playing field.  I think 

the Town Council has someone who comes once a week, 

but this person comes every day as a volunteer. Like others, 

I used to pick up some of it as I passed, but I no longer do 

it because of the virus. He is still doing it very thoroughly 

and regularly. Thank you sir! And what a pity it gets left there 

in the first place.... 

Local resident – name and address supplied 

(see article on tidy up – page 10 – Ed) 
Southerndown thanks 
Staff and residents at Southerndown would like to say a massive 

thank you to the kind community for all the beautiful cards and 

letters we have received over these challenging times. Residents 

displayed such joy and happiness reading all your kind messages 

and postcards. We have all been outside in our gardens, making 

the most of the beautiful weather. We have started up a 

gardening club to give our grounds some more colour. Any tips 

of advice, bulbs or seeds would be greatly received! 

Stacey Davies – Southerndown 

Names on those old shooting cups 
I'm Chair of the Chipping Norton Rifle and Pistol Club, which 

is one of the oldest target shooting clubs of its kind in the UK, 

going back to at least 1930. We're reviving some of the pre-

war competitions after looking at some of the old trophies, 

and I was wondering if any reader (or the Chippy News 
archives) could help with the names on the cups. These are: 

The Fred Alice Cup (1984); The Messrs Young and Major 

Trophy; The Rifle Shield, last awarded to E Priestland in 1952 

and EJ.Checkley in 1950. Thanks for any readers can provide. 

Byron Russell (07900 494258) 



36

OUT & ABOUT

Film stars at Heythrop Zoo

Have you ever 

wondered how 

they filmed 

wolves running 

through woods 

for Doctor Who, 

where they got 

the original for 

the CGI polar 

bear in The 
Golden Compass 
and where the 

lion in Jurassic World 2 came from? You can find 

the answers near Chippy at Heythrop Zoo 

which is the largest private zoo in the UK (and 

perhaps Europe!) specialising in exotic animals. 

Normally in September the Zoo holds open 

days for the public but with Covid these have 

had to be postponed as has film and TV work. 

However, 18 staff have still been needed to feed 

and care for over 100 species of animals – 

hence the new idea of private tours.  

We were greeted by very friendly and 

helpful staff and Covid-19 precautions 

(temperature checks, handwashing, sanitising 

and masks) were in place. Our excellent guide 

Aaron Newman from Chadlington is an ex-

Chippy School pupil who studied animal 

management at Abingdon and Witney College, 

then graduated from Brookes with a degree in 

Animal Behaviour. The 2-hour tour included 

feeding penguins, watching Vera the raven sort 

objects, and stroking zebras and snakes. Our favourites 

included the white tiger, the many monkeys and kangaroos. 

We enjoyed hearing about animals in film and TV – the 

squirrel monkey who drove the JCB in Paddington Bear and 

the lemur in The Durrells also originated here. 

As well as these tours, Heythrop offers animal encounters. 

The favourite is apparently handling sloths but you can walk 

with wolves or feed tigers – popular birthday and Christmas 

presents! The Zoo also takes penguins and monkeys into care 

homes for therapy, does college visits, supplies sound effects 

and models for Dorling Kindersley books. The family-owned 

Zoo has regular visits from the International Zoo Veterinary 

Group and Chippy vets. Great care is taken to 

keep the animals stimulated. There are also 

work experience placements, including for 

Chippy School students. The tour was 

amazing. Not surprisingly, it’s rather expensive, 

but for a family of animal lovers a tour (and 

the animal encounters!) would be a great treat 

for a special occasion – details available on-

line. Alternatively the Zoo plans more open 

days in May and September 2021 and you can 

also adopt an animal. Oh, and look out for 

Cursed – a new Netflix series – you’ve guessed it – the goats, 

sheep and cattle came from Heythrop. 

 

Nearby Heythrop Zoo invited the Chippy News to sample one of their new private tours. A Team 
member went along to this fascinating place with their family bubble!

DIARY

September (News out Tuesday 1 September) 

2nd The Theatre’s Take Part activities General Booking 

opens see p22 

Offbeat Tour of Hooky  11am details p9 

U3A The Mary Rose - Bob Foster by Zoom - see p27 

6th Rambling Club 2pm New St Car Park - numbers 

limited - call 643269 to book your place   

9th The Arts Society Cotswolds The Making of Landscape 
Photographs - Charlie Waite by Zoom see p23  

10-19 Katharine House Midnight Walk Reimagined see p16 

12th CN Rugby Club new season starts - see p 25 

14th CN Folk Club 7.45 by Zoom - see p27 

16th Offbeat Tour of Hooky 11am details p9 
18th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 

19th Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

Offbeat Tour of Chippy 10.30 details p9 

Cotswold Stage School Taster Session - see p23 

20th Apple Pressing Day 11-4 at the Community Orchard 

see p12 

21st Town Council Meeting 7.15 - probably by Zoom - 

contact Guildhall (642341) for details  

West Oxon WI 7.30 The Taxi Driver Poet - James Haddow 

by Zoom - guests welcome - call 646228 (see p27) 

25th Deadline for Grants to Voluntary bodies applications  
to Town Council - see p2 

26th Flu Clinic at the Health Centre for clinically eligible 

patients aged 18 to 64 years ONLY Pre-booked slots - 

see p 21 

October (News out Monday 5 October)  

3rd Churchyard Clear Up Day 10am – see p10 

Flu Clinic at the Health Centre for for patients aged 

65+ whose surname starts with the letters of the 

alphabet A through to M  Pre-booked slots - see p 21 

(& then N-Z on 10th Oct - see p21) 

Many events are now virtual eg by Zoom but where meetings/events are actual – please observe 
all Gov’t Covid-19 guidelines – social distancing etc.


