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Theatre back in action – 

There’s terrific news at Chipping 

Norton Theatre who’ve 

launched a season of cinema, 

screenings and – no big panto – 

but an enticing one-man 

performance of A Christmas 
Carol, all for socially distanced 

audiences. The Theatre wins a 

WOBA and a £144,000 lifeline 

from the Government’s Cultural 

Recovery Fund, keeping it afloat 

into 2021.  

Christmas in Chippy – In spite of Covid – let’s do 
our best to keep smiling and enjoy the festive season. A 
team is working on a December ‘Illuminate Chipping 
Norton’ festival of events, all Covid-compliant – but the 
next few weeks will decide what can be done safely. 
Our traditional town Christmas trees should be back 
and there’s still lots to do – at home and out and about. 
Let’s keep our fingers crossed! 

More on all this inside – see colour centre feature 

 50p

News in this issue:

Hope & cheer

Beyond Covid, the fight against 
climate change will decide our 
children’s future – and they know it! 
Great Rollright’s eco-warriors are 
pictured with their Green Flag 
award for success in the Eco School 
programme and Chipping Norton 
School students plan to plant 420 
trees! See schools pages.  

Chippy prepares for a challenging winter – but with good news 
of a lifeline for The Theatre and hopes for Xmas festivities

A greener future!

• Remembrance events and Poppy Appeal 
• HSBC site for sale again but Harpers’ 

cinema plans revealed 
• Plans & fundraising for ‘The Branch’ hub in 

the old NatWest building 
• An HGV solution for Chippy – are we a 

step closer? 
• Horse talk: how’s our local equine industry?

• Tips for getting through a Covid Chippy 
Winter 

• Is our town ready for electric cars? 
• Visiting The Chippy Larder at its new 

home in The Guildhall 
• The Tea Set grows and grows 
• More on our Rollright Russian spy –     

and more spies!

Special Features:

And all the Local News, Arts, Sports, Clubs, Schools and bumper letters pages
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Changes to town centre plans 
The latest twist in Chippy town centre news is that the old 

HSBC bank building is up for sale again with agent Knight 

Frank as a ‘potential hotel development’. Boutique hotel 

development company Setha had bought the HSBC building 

and remains hopeful of planning approval by overcoming 

parking issues. Now, it seems, the same company, Setha is 

involved in the purchase of the empty Harpers building, and 

their planning application for that is now public, to convert it 

to two boutique cinemas (less than 50 seats each) and 13 

serviced apartments (for which parking is allocated). 

However, extra parking for cinema users may be a question.  

A planning proposal for new homes at the Police Station 

is still awaiting WODC’s decision. At the empty Old Hospital 

site, it appears that the owner has been discharging planning 

conditions set by WODC, but with no sign of development 

starting. The existing planning permission for residential 

development is in fact valid until October 2021. There’s no 

news of any tenant filling the empty Beales store; landlords 

Midcounties Co-op and their press agent have not replied to 

requests for an update. If anyone knows more, let us know! 

Funding boost for ‘The Branch’  

Plans are progressing to redevelop the ‘The Branch’ at Chipping 

Norton’s old NatWest bank into a community hub. The Parish 

of St Mary's Church, helped by some generous donations, 

bought the building with a vision for a community hub 

providing support to local people, and offering rooms and 

flexible workspaces for hire. The new facilities will include café-

style reception plus meeting rooms for use by local agencies, 

community groups and service providers. The project now 

turns to raising funds to plan, transform, staff and operate the 

whole building and the services. October saw news of an initial 

grant of £74,732 from the national Architectural Heritage Fund, 

which has a Transforming Places Through Heritage programme 

– creating new uses for neglected or underused historic 

buildings to revitalise local high streets. This is part of a wider 

Government focus on ‘rethinking’ town centres given more 

urgency since the pandemic.  

The building, at 16 Market Place, empty since 2018, dates 

from the 1750s. Originally a prominent townhouse, it became a 

boarding house in the early 20th century, was used by US 

servicemen during WWll and became a bank in the 1950s. 

James Kennedy, vicar of St Mary’s Church was delighted with 

the grant saying it ‘will play an important part in helping us 

achieve our ambition of using this historic building to serve the 

needs of our community.’ The hub now formally takes on the 

name ‘The Branch’. Plans to involve the whole Chippy 

community in the work are now starting (see more on page 2). 

Trophy for Chippy vet nurse 
Katie Whalley, Deputy Head Veterinary Nurse at Chipping 

Norton Veterinary Hospital on the Banbury Road, has won a 

£1000 bursary and trophy presented at a national ‘virtual’ 

awards day. She was the first veterinary nurse to win MSD 

Animal Health's Research Bursary – previously only qualified 

or trainee vets entered. Katie undertook research on 

quantifying and monitoring practice cleanliness – very 

appropriate given the current pandemic when vets still need 

to keep animals well and safe. Katie was delighted saying, 

‘Cleanliness is such an important subject area for the 

veterinary field and I'm pleased that I can hopefully inspire 

others to monitor it effectively, to continually improve our 

standards across the industry. I hope I can encourage other 

nurses to take an interest in research and help improve 

standards’. MSD Animal Health, part of multinational Merck, 

works in 50 countries on controlling animal disease. Michelle 

Townley, their Veterinary Advisor, praised the energy, 

enthusiasm and commitment to research of all the entrants 

and singled out Katie’s ‘extremely valuable and practical work’. 

Janine Whitehead from Chippy’s Veterinary Hospital was 

delighted with Katie’s award describing how she took 

machine cleanliness readings late at night, with staff not 

knowing which areas were being monitored. 

Covid – Oxfordshire update 

Extra vigilance please in Chipping Norton! With cases rising 

nationally, Oxfordshire’s Director of Public Health, Ansaf 

Azhar, is concerned that Covid-19 rates are rising again for 

older people – with more hospital admissions. At time of 

writing, we are still ‘Medium – Tier 1’ here, but October 

discussions with Government saw County leaders pushing for 

a move to ‘High – Tier 2’, which would mean no indoor 

socialising outside one household or bubble. Close 

monitoring continues. Up to 23 October, Oxford City was on 

128 weekly cases per 100,000, West Oxfordshire on 99 

(national average 137, Birmingham 255, Manchester 483). 

With cases rising rapidly, Oxfordshire councils are launching a 

new local contact tracing system to deal with people who 

have tested positive for the virus, contacted to isolate, and 

limit transmission. This works alongside the national system 

Michelle Townley of MSD Animal Health with Katie Whalley

Branch Project Manager Alastair Ewer pictured with Revd 
James Kennedy outside the former NatWest building last year
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but with much more local action to telephone positive cases 

and, in Chipping Norton’s case, have trained staff from 

WODC visit homes with case reports with letters asking 

people to contact the call centre. The county service will run 

every day, with council callers using a local (01865) phone 

number. Texts will be sent to warn that a call is coming.  

Gifts for food and warmth! 
Members of Chippy’s Methodist Church have been working 

to help others! Elaine 

Parsons told the News 
that, first, the traditional 

Harvest Festival had a 

different twist. Instead of 

fresh fruit and vegetables, 

the congregation were 

asked to bring items for 

the local Food Bank and 

the Church was thrilled to 

pass on several bags and 

boxes. Elaine said they had 

also received donations of 

many knitted items – from scarves, hats and gloves to prem 

baby clothes. Covid may have curtailed the old Knit & Natter 

gathering but knitting at home and nattering on the phone are 

still very possible! These items were all blessed and on their 

way to various charities. The knitters will continue to knit and 

pass on items with everyone looking forward to when they 

can gather together again.  

Donate your winter allowance! 
Within the next few weeks, Chipping Norton residents 

eligible for Winter Fuel Allowance will receive £200 or £300 

(if over 85) into their bank accounts. This is paid to all 

pensioners. Fuel costs have increased over the years and for 

many this is welcome. However, some in the higher income 

group don’t necessarily need this allowance. Age UK 

Oxfordshire and Active Oxfordshire urge us to join the ‘Share 

your Warmth’ scheme – by donating the allowance to a 

special scheme to help others. Your £200 could support 20 

housebound people to do chair-based home exercises, or 40 

older people attending an online exercise group, keeping them 

active and socially connected. A donation could also enable 

100 housebound older people in Oxfordshire receive a 

friendly phone call. Championing the idea is Oxford Professor 

Sir Muir Gray, who has worked for the NHS for 50 years and 

written much about keeping active as you get older. Muir is 

donating his allowance to ‘share your warmth’ with others in 

greater need. With a stressful winter ahead, particularly for 

those alone at home, please consider housebound people less 

fortunate than yourselves. Donate through: 

justgiving.com/campaign/warmth 

Allotment prizewinners 
At the October Chipping Norton Town Council Meeting, 

Mayor Georgia Mazower announced the awards in the 

William Fowler Allotment Competition 2020. For large 

allotments, the winners were: 1st Ivor Terry (£50 prize), 2nd 

Mervyn Case (£20); 3rd Ted Huckin (£15). For small allotments 

winners were:  1st Liz Moorland (£25); 2nd Jeannette 

Waterman (£10); 3rd Tina Pettengell (£7). Awards will be 

passed on to the winners. Mayor Mazower said she had been 

extremely impressed when she visited the allotments and 

spoke to some winners and other allotment holders. It was 

her first time there, and she commented on what a wonderful 

place it was for the community and a quiet haven for both 

health and wellbeing. 

Recruiting new Town Clerk 
Chipping Norton Town Council is recruiting a new Town 

Clerk for the vacancy at the Guildhall, with hours increased 

to full time and a higher grade salary – in response to town 

growth, more town projects, and increased workload. The 

advertisement said, ‘The Council seeks an aspiring and 

proactive manager to lead the Council into the future. The 

successful candidate will need to be able to provide 

leadership and build a wide range of positive relationships 

with Councillors, staff and partner organisations across the 

public, private and voluntary sectors’. October’s Council 

meeting reported progress with applications with interviews 

originally planned for 4 November. An experienced interim 

locum Clerk, Janet Eustace, is currently holding the fort. 

Mark’s care home fundraising 
Would you like to help out Chippy 

resident Mark Lacey’s efforts to 

fundraise for some local care 

homes? Mark told the News how 

well his grandmother Joan is being 

looked after at Henry Cornish 

Care Centre in Chipping Norton 

which is run by the Orders of St 

John Care Trust. He decided to do 

82 sponsored ‘cross-fit workouts’ 

(there are 68 OSJCT care homes 

and 14 other accommodation 

schemes!) to raise money for their 

Wishing Tree Fund helping provide 

activities and amenities for care 

home residents (eg garden 

features and entertainment). He’s hoping to do six workouts 

a week, which could be hard work: cross-fits apparently 

include large helpings of press-ups, burpees, jumping squats 

and other niceties at a rapid pace. If you would like to donate, 

do it through www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mark-lacey12. 

Town Council financial debate 
Chipping Norton Town Council’s spending for the last 6 

months (April to September) is roughly on budget in spite of 

Covid issues. October’s Finance and General Purposes 

(F&GP) Committee meeting noted that income (eg: no town 

hall bookings) will be down, but offset by staff cost savings and 

£17k received in Covid grants. November would normally see 

a budget agreement for 2021/2022. The F&GP Committee 

had recommended to Council that there should be no 

precept (Council Tax rate) increase next year. However, new 

committees have yet to prepare budgets, and major spending 

commitments on items such as the Town Hall roof are likely 

– using up some of the £600,000 currently in Council 

reserves. At October’s full Town Council, it was decided to 

defer any budget discussion, including on the precept, until 

there is more information at the next meeting.  
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Chipping Norton’s two car 

park recycling bring-sites could 

be closed after West 

Oxfordshire District Council 

officers proposed just that in 

their report to WODC’s 

Environmental Scrutiny 

Committee on 1 October. With 

the nearest County Council 

waste centre a near two-hour 

round trip away, WODC’s in-

town New St and Albion St 

bring-sites get very high usage. Recycling bins, bottle bins, 

and clothes banks are often full and overflowing. But the 

major issue is excessive side waste and fly-tipping, 

pictured. White goods (eg fridges), mattresses, furniture, 

DIY waste, toys, equipment, paint and sometimes 

hazardous materials appear regularly. WODC suspect 

both traders and residents. Cost and environmental 

issues are a concern. WODC is not obliged to run such 

sites, only kerbside collections which, it says, (with the 

County’s waste centres) should be sufficient. WODC point to 

Cotswold District and others closing their bring-sites. 

But elected WODC Committee members 

disagreed. Chippy’s Councillor Mike Cahill told the 

News that the majority, including him, very much 

opposed the closures. He acknowledged the 

problem, with many, often not local, people 

dumping rubbish and causing health hazards and 

hindering genuine recycling users. But he stressed 

‘it was a long way from County waste sites at 

Alkerton and Ardley and since the County closed 

its Dean Pit, with no alternative found, we have 

been very poorly served 

here in Chipping 

Norton’. The Committee 

suggested installing 

CCTV, with more 

targeted communica-

tions, enforcement and 

publicising fly-tipping 

culprits. They said no 

sites could close until 

specific local situations 

and travel times were considered, and the public must be 

consulted. Mike was optimistic that these recommendations 

Is Chippy HGV action closer? 
The long running 20+ year saga of solving the A44 HGV problems through Chipping Norton’s 

town centre could be making a move!
The story so far – Summer 2019 saw street protests about 

Oxfordshire County Council’s failure to implement any action, 

nearly 10 years after traffic pollution was declared above legal 

limits and an Air Quality Management Area, requiring action, 

was declared. Last November, County Councillors voted 

unanimously for a resolution from our 

County Councillor Hilary Biles to find 

a solution. In the months since, OCC 

officers were supposed to look at 

latest data and evaluate options again. 

On 15 October, several Town 

Councillors had a virtual meeting with 

OCC highways officers, chaired by 

Hilary Biles to hear progress. Cllr 

Yvonne Constance, OCC Cabinet 

Member for Environment attended, 

and is clearly committed to finding a 

solution. 

Clarifying the options – Highway 

officers presented four possible 

options: upgrading the B road past the 

Rollright Stones; a route north or 

south of that road; use of the proposed link road from Banbury 

Road to Burford Road (presumably plus an extension – 

effectively creating a near-bypass of the town centre); or, as 

previously recommended by OCC, simply ‘depriming’ the main 

A44 and imposing a weight limit – but this would need an 

alternative route. OCC officers say ‘there’s no easy alternative 

solution’ causing frustration yet again with little progress nor 

new information. 

Town Council back action – At October’s Town Council 

meeting, it was clear everyone wants the County to act. 

Town Councillors voted formally (for the first time) to 

support Cllr Biles’ original resolution – to find ‘a solution 

with a weight limit and an alternative lorry route’. She was 

delighted, telling the News ‘While 

there are Town Council members 

who do not want to use the 

Rollright Stones Road, my own view 

is that the health and safety of 

residents is paramount and takes 

precedence over the Stones. I also 

want the working party to look at 

mitigating issues raised by the 

Trustees of the Stones. I want to 

hear how we can solve the problem, 

not why we cannot’. 

Working party to get specific – 
To follow this through. Hilary 

proposed, and all agreed to, a joint 

small working party with two Town 

Councillors (Mike Tysoe and Mark 

Walker) meeting with her and OCC officers bimonthly to 

pursue options in more detail. Hilary added, ‘There has to be 

a way. The law says OCC have to put measures into place to 

reduce air pollution to acceptable levels. They need to do 

just that and they need to do it now, not in 10 years time!’ 

Mark Walker said he hoped that a working party will also 

have the credibility and clout to engage with neighbouring 

counties on a County-County basis.

Slow ‘progress’ – front page February 2000 

Town’s recycling sites could go
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will be respected by the full District Council when it makes a 

decision.  

But Chippy’s bring-sites will doubtless be ‘under review’. 

Local residents will have differing views. Regular users will 

regret closure, but others might prefer a cleaner car park and 

perhaps a new layout for 20-30 more much-needed car 

spaces – an idea in fact suggested in a proposal for a new 

hotel in town. Readers may recall that when the County 

closed Dean Pit, WODC in fact proposed a new larger 

recycling centre near Chippy, but plans fell away.  

Latest on bus stop saga 

There is some progress on the saga of Walterbush Road bus 

users petitioning to get their bus shelter back. It’s now the 

third wet winter since Chipping Norton Town Council pulled 

down the shelter because of antisocial behaviour. After to-ing 

and fro-ing over nearly three years, at their October meeting 

Councillors reviewed three options for a replacement, set out 

in a short report by Oxfordshire County Council. The 

meeting was addressed again by one local resident whose 

family had been significantly distressed by persistent antisocial 

noise and unpleasant behaviour by youths congregating at the 

old shelter. OCC’s three options could include: the shelter 

put back where it was (see picture); erected 100 yards or so 

further back along Walterbush Road; or on the opposite side 

of the road (requiring passengers to board early and travel to 

the Cornish Road terminus before it turned round). Costs 

were similar, between around £10k and £14k, probably funded 

from Section 106 housing developer contributions. 

Maintaining the shelter would become the Town Council’s 

responsibility. Cllr Mike Tysoe challenged the costs, saying a 

previous quote for a simpler shelter was much cheaper. This 

will be investigated. Councillors made no decision to go ahead 

– but voted to put the options out for consultation with local 

people affected. So more to go on this one. 

CPRE – Trustees wanted 
The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England works to 

improve, protect and preserve the landscape. They fight for 

the right development in the right place. Is this something you 

are passionate about? Then apply to be a volunteer CPRE 

Oxfordshire Trustee and help find positive solutions for issues 

facing the countryside and the environment. You could make 

a constructive contribution. To find out more, contact Branch 

secretary Dorian Grier, dorian.cpre@gmail.com or leave a 

message on 01491 612079. More on the role at 

www.cpreoxon.org.uk. 

Holiday free school meals 
Back in the summer, under pressure from footballer Marcus 

Rashford, the Government finally agreed to extend its special 

Covid support measure of free school meal vouchers for 

poorer families during the summer holiday. On 21 October, 

MPs were asked to vote to extend this again for half term and 

Christmas. This was voted down by Tory MPs, including our 

local MP Robert Courts who reminded the Oxford Mail that 

£63m had gone to local councils for targeted support. He 

added that free school meals were meant for term time and 

that Universal Credit was there to support families outside 

term time. In 2019, Chipping Norton schools had around 240 

children in poorer families with free school meal vouchers. 

More applied recently. Following the Government stance, The 

Chippy Larder said it will aim to help those struggling at half 

term with extra free food for 100 families – mainly those 

normally receiving free school meals. The Larder may do 

something similar at Christmas. For information contact 

07890 394297 or email thechippylarder@gmail.com. 

Long Compton’s new yoga studio 
Lion Yoga is a bright and 

spacious new yoga studio 

which started classes at 

the end of October in a 

converted Cotswold 

barn in nearby Long 

Compton. There is a full 

timetable of inspirational 

yoga and meditation 

classes – designed to 

make you feel good. 

Meghan Del Monte, who 

started the venture 

alongside a corporate career, told the News she hoped to help 

people carve out time and literally find space for themselves, 

especially for those using homes as offices! Meghan herself 

began looking at her work-life balance since the pandemic – 

and the yoga studio is the result. The studio’s focus is on how 

yoga can help us feel good, improve mental health and make a 

difference to our lives. For information on different classes, 

from beginners onwards, and different teachers at the studio 

contact hello@lionyoga.uk and visit www.lionyoga.uk. 

Remix Youth Club returns 
The popular Remix youth club, previously run on Fridays at 

Glyme Hall, is coming back! Joel Reed (featured in last 

month’s News), the new youth worker from St Mary’s Church, 

has taken over and written to parents at Chipping Norton 

School with plans to restart safe after-school sessions in 

November – after a disruptive lockdown and summer. The 

groups will be led by Joel with Catherine Spring who works 

at St Mary’s Primary School. Sessions, with limited numbers, 

are free and straight after school, to include a snack and drink, 

lots of opportunity to chat, get help and support, and have fun 

through art, music and more. This is currently only for three 

year groups (Year 7 Wednesdays, Year 8 Thursdays, Year 9 

Fridays, all 3.30-4.45). All current Government, School, and 

Glyme Hall Covid-19 guidelines will be strictly adhered to. 

Groups with limited numbers will include the same young 

people each week, who will be kept in year group bubbles as 

Site of the original shelter in Walterbush Road
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with school. For information email Joel at 

youth@stmaryscnorton.com or call on 07961 712741. 

Birthday Honours recognition 
The man behind Churchill’s popular 

Vintage and Classic Car Show – 

which started in 1988 – was 

awarded a British Empire Medal for 

local community service in 

October’s Queen’s Birthday 

Honours. David Chambers 

(pictured), with a career in the car 

industry, moved to 

Churchill in 1984 and 

found himself joining 

villagers raising funds to 

save the church tower. 

With hundreds of 

thousands of pounds 

needed, David set up a 

village events committee. 

Fetes, grants and 

fundraisers ensued, 

including an initial 

cavalcade of 35 classic 

cars. The car show grew 

and grew; the 16th in 2018 (this year’s had to be cancelled) saw 

750 vehicles, many local stalls, and thousands of visitors. Over 

£250,000 has been raised for local good causes. David also set 

up the Churchill Old Church Preservation Society, raising 

close to £100,000 to restore the building and replace the 

roof, then making it a Heritage Centre for the public. He also 

leads the team to keep the village graveyard neat and tidy! 

Oxfordshire High Sheriff, Amanda Ponsonby, who herself lives 

in nearby Sarsden, said, ‘Dave’s contribution to the village is 

immeasurable. Our villages are cheering the news of his 

honour, if only we could have a party to celebrate’. 

Two other locals were in the Birthday Honours. Property 

millionaire Tony Gallagher, owner of Sarsden House, was given 

a knighthood for ‘services to land development and the 

property business’. A special OBE list, aimed at Covid-19 

‘unsung heroes’, saw Chippy resident Oliver Coles recognised 

for a crowdfunding initiative ‘Hospitality for Heroes’ funding 

meals to be produced by several top chefs then delivered to 

a dozen hospitals for NHS staff. Inevitably the Honours List 

cannot recognise all the amazing ‘unsung’ heroes, including a 

tremendous number of businesses and individuals in and 

around Chipping Norton who have provided support, meals, 

deliveries, and even companionship for local people over 

many months in 2020 – and of course over many years. Let’s 

give another big shout out to all of  them. 

Another Bank bites the dust 
In the latest round of UK bank branch closures, TSB has 

announced another 164 of its sites will close next year. The 

News understands that our own High Street branch could 

close on 29 June 2021. This will be a blow to those who 

migrated to Topside from HSBC and NatWest after they 

closed their Chippy branches in 2017 and 2018. According to 

TSB, most customers now use digital banking for over 90% of 

transactions, making high street branches such as ours 

unviable. Or as TSB says, ‘we are reshaping our business to 

transform the customer experience’. This won’t be much 

consolation to folks who prefer banking in person or don’t 

have the facilities or indeed confidence in online, mobile or 

telephone banking. In a statement, TSB says it is talking to ‘key 

members of the local community to understand any impact a 

permanent closure may have’ with a ‘Community Engagement’ 

summary issued six weeks before closure date. TSB hopes 

most affected staff will come forward for voluntary 

redundancy. Another casualty is the Burford branch, closing in 

May 2021, leaving just four TSBs in Oxfordshire, with Banbury 

the nearest for Chippy residents. There remain three cash 

points in Chipping Norton – Sainsbury’s, Co-op and Barclays 

– and the option to use the Post Office counter which is now 

coping with disgruntled bank customers queuing up for basic 

services such as paying in cash and cheques. As of next 

summer, Barclays, who are closing 59 branches in 2020, will be 

the last bank standing in Chippy. Last year Barclays promised 

to protect, for two years, 200 branches which were, at that 

time, ‘the last bank in town’. Here will be another one. 

Enstone Food & Xmas Market 
Enstone’s next monthly market is being held on Sunday 15 

November 10am–1.30pm at the Artyard Café car park, 

Enstone OX7 4NF. Locally produced food; Neal’s Yard 

Organics; knitted crafts; fresh flowers; soap; eco products and 

more. Helping organise it is local Enstone business Two Jolly 

Cooks, who supply home cooked meals. For details contact 

07928 057722. Parking and toilets available.  

Surinderpal Singh 
Solicitor 

Wills, Trusts, Probate              
& Capacity advice 

Whichford 01608 684 860  
07542 00 00 80 

amrittrust@iamlaw.co.uk
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Town Hall to reopen  
Chipping Norton Town Hall, run by the Town Council, is still 

closed after the March lockdown. The Hall was used for public 

and council meetings, groups such as dance and keep fit, 

private functions, and events such as craft sales and 

exhibitions. UK public buildings have been allowed to reopen 

since 4 July, with Covid risk assessments and safety measures 

introduced. In Chipping Norton, Glyme Hall, the churches, 

The Theatre and schools are open. At October’s Council 

meeting, a report set out a comprehensive ‘risk assessment’ 

and measures needed to reopen the Town Hall safely – 

including reducing capacity and using only the Upper Hall. 

Income streams were uncertain, but a majority of councillors, 

along with the Town Hall keeper, agreed that making the 

facility safely available would be a positive gesture by the 

Council to help the community and groups – such as dance 

classes and lectures that wanted to meet with Covid-

compliant measures in place. A minority of councillors said 

reopening was too difficult and too risky. By a vote of 9 to 5, 

Council agreed to go ahead, subject to addressing any more 

new Government restrictions. 

Helping lonely & housebound 
Christmas is coming but it looks like new Covid restrictions 

and a cold winter could mean more lonely and vulnerable 

people in Chippy’s community. Age UK say nearly a million 

older people admit to feeling lonely during Christmas, and 

mental health charity Mind point to Millennials also admitting 

loneliness during the ‘festive’ season – perhaps seeing or 

speaking to no-one for days. The first port of call is to try and 

look after yourself and ask for help (see page 16 for 

suggestions). But back in April, in Chipping Norton, individuals, 

volunteers, charities and local businesses – all rallied round to 

help. Initiatives such as the Chippy Larder, Mary’s Meals, and 

street by street support groups sprang up and much has 

continued. Back in lockdown, Chipping Norton’s 

supermarkets and local businesses also stepped up to the 

mark with tremendous efforts. Pubs, cafés and restaurants 

such as The Tea Set and Wild Thyme turned to helping the 

charities and doing takeaways and home deliveries as did 

many small shops such as Beadles, Rogérs Fish and Deli, 

Fibreworks, Gills, Jaffé & Neale, and many more. With another 

difficult period ahead, including loneliness and isolation over 

Christmas and winter, Chippy businesses are already planning 

to help more. Justin 

and Bob of Mash & 

Pantry are offering 

free hot soup 

between 11am and 

1pm on Mondays 

during the whole of 

December. So if you 

are on your own, 

venture out (if 

possible!) enjoy 

some warmth and 

chat to others. Niki 

at Mr Simms Olde 

Sweet Shoppe hopes 

to deliver sweets and gifts for lonely and vulnerable in the run 

up to Christmas. Niki will also take your orders to send 

sweets, customised jars and hampers to loved ones at 

Christmas. Several other local businesses are planning festive 

offers and ways to help – more next month! For local 

business offers see communitybasket.co.uk/chippingnorton. 

To offer or ask for support with shopping, errands and more, 

look at the Zipround website section for Chipping Norton. 

Lawrence Team Xmas cards 
Christmas and Greetings 

cards from the Lawrence 

Home Nursing Team are 

available to buy in 

Chipping Norton from 

Bippity Boo, Jaffé & 

Neale, Midcounties Co-

operative and the Post 

Office and M & S Food 

Store. At £5 per pack, all 

proceeds go to LHNT. 

Many thanks to our contributing artists Bridget Tiffin, Jemma 

Powell and Anuk Naumann (whose ‘Christmas Table’ is 

pictured in colour on p19). 

With fundraising events curtailed by social distancing 

regulations, it’s a big thank you to two Team nurses, Claire 

Quick and Monica Overbury, who were featured on the front 

page of last month’s News, having set themselves the challenge 

of cycling 300 miles in 30 days. In Claire’s words, ‘Thank you 

everyone, your support really got us up the hills’. The 

Lawrence Team is extremely grateful to Claire and Monica 

who completed the challenge and raised over £2,000. 

Verity Fifer 

Chippy’s Pet Food Bank 
If you have heard a rumour that Chipping Norton’s Pet Food 

Bank has closed, it is only a rumour! It’s been a very busy 

summer at the food bank. Thanks to the generosity of local 

people and businesses, there are great stocks of food for all 

types of pet and the team would be glad to hear from anyone 

needing help. Call Bonnie Cowdrey 07583 827994 or email 

ChippingNortonPetFoodBank@gmail.com. Food can be 

donated at Pets Corner, the Co-op and Gills.  

Bonnie Cowdrey 

Christmas Morning: from a pastel 
drawing by Jemma Powell
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Road Safety & 20’s Plenty 
It’s national Road Safety Week on 16 – 20 November and 

Chipping Norton Town Councillor Mark Walker wants us to 

use it to reinforce road safety messages and the ‘20’s Plenty 

for Oxfordshire’ campaign to limit speeds on town centre and 

residential roads.  

Mark said, ‘As a Town Council we decided 

in 2019 to implement a 20 mph zone in the 

centre of our busy town to show residents 

we think all road users have a right to feel 

safe on our streets, whether cycling, 

walking or driving a car.’ In Chippy there 

will be a Wednesday Market street stall, 

engagement with schools including the 

police supporting speed awareness, and a 

virtual ‘walking school bus’ with children and parents joining 

en route to school. The Oxfordshire-wide campaign is partly 

to put pressure on the County Council to sanction more 

local 20 mph limits, which, campaigners say. is supported by 

70% of people to improve road safety and reduce air 

pollution. Our Town Council’s Traffic Advisory Committee 

discussed in September the idea of more Speedwatch street 

groups in Chippy to monitor speeding – as already 

undertaken by volunteers down New Street. Mark Walker 

said the Town Council is supportive of this community 

initiative with clear necessary guidelines for how to run a 

Speedwatch in your street. If members of the public are 

interested, contact Mark via the Town Clerk. He added ‘once 

we have an indication of interest we can coordinate training 

and ensure we have necessary checks in place to carry out 

Speedwatch safely and effectively.’   

Don’t miss Steam and Santa! 
Looking for a different family day out before Christmas? It’s 

hard to beat the ‘Santa Experience’ and a steam train on the 

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway near Winchcombe. 

GWSR heritage railway successfully re-opened to passengers 

in August and is planning to run Covid-compliant ‘Santa 

Experience’ trains from 28 November followed by ‘Mince Pie 

Specials’ around New Year. The ‘Santa Experience’ trains start 

at Toddington station, GL54 5DT, running to Winchcombe 

station where refreshments will include mulled wine and the 

railway’s famous mince pies. Families will be taken to meet 

Santa – although at a socially safe distance. Children will enjoy 

quality gifts from Santa, reflecting their age, and a goody bag 

too! Advance booking is essential (from 1 November) and 

must be booked online. Tickets, £20 (children under one go 

free), should be printed at home or retained on a smart 

device to show on arrival. All services are subject to any 

further Covid-19 Government restrictions. Graham Radband, 

the railway’s volunteer commercial director commented, ‘We 

know families love travelling by train to see Santa but, of 

course, there are changes from previous years to ensure 

everyone is kept safe. We have about half the number of seats 

available. By this time last year, many of our trains were 

already sold out – so when tickets go on sale we expect them 

to go very quickly!’ To book go to www.gwsr.com. 

Katharine House update 
Supporters of our local Hospice are gearing up for Christmas! 

The 12 Days of Christmas are a series of events from 1–31 

December. Prepare yourself for Christmas Jumpers, Festive 

Challenges, a Virtual Balloon Race, Christmas Concert and 

not forgetting the annual RCB Tractor Run! Lots more at 

khh.org.uk/Christmas2020. The Santa Fun Run on 13 

December will be different with Covid restrictions but still a 

fun, festive, event. See khh.org.uk/santa20 to register. The 

Lights of Love Service on 15 December will go live, 

streamed from the Hospice to your home, with Chaplain 

James plus music and readings. Make your dedication to a 

loved one at khh.org.uk/lights20. Don’t forget the online 

WE WANT YOUR VINTAGE

Handbags Clothes Shoes

Antiques, Vintage, Shabby Chic 
Curios, Boutique, Stockist of 

Frenchic Paint 
& Gifts for Christmas

THE COTSWOLDS  

for more details call 
07719 105777 

@ Cotswoldhills Country Park 
opposite Wigwam Storage OX7 5TE

Open Every Day 11 – 4

GEM

etc
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Christmas Shop 2020, buy a Meaningful Chocolate Advent 
Calendar (proceeds to the Hospice), and sign up to the free 

digital Katharine House Monthly Newsletter. 

Emma retires from St Mary’s 
At a recent 

Sunday morning 

service, members 

of St Mary's 

Church marked 

the retirement of 

Emma Bayley after 

eleven years as 

the Parish 

Admin i s t r a tor. 

Even she actually 

retired in July, the shutdown meant this was the first 

opportunity to thank her for all her hard work. As Vicar James 

Kennedy said, ‘Emma seemed to know everyone in Chippy 

and regularly alerted the Clergy when someone was in need’. 

Emma was the ‘go-to person’ for everything from christenings 

to funerals, birthday parties to Food Bank vouchers. Before 

working for the church, she was a childminder for many of the 

Town's families, hence her knowledge of different generations, 

who all hold her in great affection. Within Covid restrictions, 

the Church was full, including people coming specially from 

small village churches and chapels. Emma was given an original 

painting of the church and countryside, a customised walking 

map, many garden vouchers and some chocolates, as well as a 

long standing ovation. She hopes to spend more time on her 

twin passions of walking and gardening but has already been 

volunteering with the CAP Life Skills course. You can't keep a 

good person down! 

1000 new homes: what next? 
We still await details of the proposed East Chipping Norton 

expansion. Planning authority West Oxfordshire District 

Council is finishing its draft Supplementary Planning 

Document (SPD) for the development, adding a layer of detail 

to Local Plan policy. October’s Town Council meeting heard 

that this SPD should be discussed at WODC’s December 

Cabinet Meeting and, if 

approved, will go out 

for public consultation 

early in the New Year. 

The SPD Masterplan is 

likely to show the 

location of housing, 

recreation, employ-

ment, school, retail, 

community, relief road 

and, potentially, land for 

expanded health 

facilities, as a high level 

overall layout. Town 

Councillors hope the 

document will also 

include the ambitions 

objectives in their own 

‘Vision Statement’ 

published in August after positive discussions with WODC. 

Once WODC have adopted their SPD, they will use it to 

determine any planning applications on the land. The main 

landowners are Oxfordshire County Council, Cala Homes 

and The Field Reeves. OCC could well front the preparation 

of a planning application but it is far from clear whether it will 

take the project forward or sell on to a developer or, indeed, 

meaningfully involve other landowners. The Field Reeves have 

not so far been involved. Normally there is some public 

engagement in the preparation of a planning application such 

as this, but this has not happened yet. Town Councillors 

remain frustrated that neither OCC nor its advisers have 

involved Chippy’s councillors or community since November 

2019. 

The Town Council’s own Vision seeks high standards 

including zero carbon development and contemporary 

architecture, both of which go beyond what WODC are 

currently normally able to require. OCC themselves could 

control aspects of the development through covenants on the 

sale of its land but says it has a duty to get best value for the 

land and doubtless will not want financial return reduced by 

what it might see as unreasonable demands. WODC will be 

trying to navigate between these two, potentially conflicting, 

viewpoints. It is vitally important the Town has its say and as 

early as possible in the whole process from now. We should 

look out for WODC’s public consultation on its 

Supplementary Planning Document in the New Year. As ever, 

Chippy News will do its best to keep readers informed. 

As a family-run removals business, 
you can guarantee that here at 

Sumner Carriers we will  offer our 
customers a service which is 
always warm, welcoming and 

professional as well as 
competitively priced.   

Removals, Storage                
& Light Haulage

07950 657853 
sumnercarriers@yahoo.com

This East CN site layout will be 
updated in December’s SPD

ERRATUM The Chippy Bus Shuttle Timetable published 

last month from the Villager website, has been updated.   

Visit www.villagerbus.co.uk for the most recent version.



11

LOCAL NEWS

Horses – and everything about them – provide livelihoods for 

many in and 

around Chipping 

Norton, with the 

Hunt and top 

training stables 

nearby. Trainer 

Charlie Longsdon, 

based at Hull 

Farm, told the 

News about the 

impact of Covid 

on his yard. Some 

wealthier owners 

have reduced 

their string of 

racehorses along-

side negative PR of many staff being furloughed. Charlie’s own 

staff has been reduced in a ‘purse tightening’ exercise but he 

emphasised that this has not impacted negatively 

operationally. His landlord spent two weeks on a ventilator, 

bringing home the severity of the virus to his young staff. He 

believes the racing industry has behaved very professionally, 

taking a lead in bringing sport back to our TV screens. 

www.charlielongsdonracing.com 

Richard Phillips, who trains at Adlestrop, looked at the 

bigger picture, saying National Hunt (jumps) trainers were 

fortunate with lockdown timing and superb spring weather. 

They could turn their horses out for summer breaks earlier 

than usual resulting in reduced costs for owners. The 

Government’s furlough scheme and small business grants, plus 

VAT deferral, alleviated economically tough times for racing 

yards. Many owners are retired and can continue with a 

hobby deemed a 

w o r t h w h i l e  

investment since 

it’s an outdoor 

pursuit. Inevitably, 

members of large 

syndicates will be 

frustrated that 

race meeting 

attendances are 

curtailed with 

numbers strictly 

limited. Overall, 

the racing world 

is worried about 

the long-term effects on the sport as a huge industry. But 

Richard ended, ‘never underestimate the power of the history 

of British racing and its importance in the world order – and 

British racing’s ability to attract the big global players’.  

richardphillipsracing.com 

Heythrop Hunt Master Simon Lawrance said it was a 

difficult time for everyone in the equine industry, including the 

Hunt. He said, ‘Whilst this is a first world problem, there is a 

balance to be struck between supporting health and wellbeing 

of owners and trainers, and financial and economic impacts, 

including of local businesses’. The Hunt is looking at the 

viability and practicality of holding January’s Point to Point.  

Save the Planet, help your wallet! 
After great efforts helping us during Lockdown, the Chippy Larder now continues to provide a 
valuable local service. The News Team visited the charitable enterprise – run by volunteers – at 

its new Guildhall base.
At the start of Lockdown, with children not at school and 

parents unable to work, many Chippy families relied on food 

from the Chippy Larder, Mary’s Meals or the 

Food Bank. With children back at school, more 

parents can work and have an income, so for 

the next stage, the Chippy Larder has settled in 

the Guildhall – thanks to West Oxfordshire 

District Council – providing regular good 

quality food at low cost. Older readers may 

remember those infamous EU ‘Butter 

Mountains’. Well, it seems we now have 

something similar with supermarkets having 

food surplus to their requirements that 

normally goes straight to waste. This is not 

food reaching ‘sell-by’ dates. In the Guildhall, 

much food could be seen with dates well into 

2021: shelves of Napolina Chopped Tomatoes, 

bags of Sainsbury’s Porridge Oats, Tetley Tea 

Bags and boxes of Lidl Apricot and Blueberry 

Wheats breakfast cereals. All local supermarkets and some 

local farms have made generous donations, with other 

supplies coming from the SOFEA charity based in Didcot, and 

working with Fare Share. The Midcounties Co-op supplied and 

assembled the display shelving before the Larder opened. 

The Chippy Larder is being run by Rizvana 

Poole, a local Town Councillor (pictured here), 

and other volunteers. Each week, she sees 

what food is available, then posts on Facebook 

(The Chippy Larder) a recipe which will feed a 

family, all the ingredients being available on the 

shelves. There’s also a simple ‘Surplus Food 

Cookbook’ free for customers who like some 

help with cooking. Customers can join with a 

one-off £10 fee, then a weekly £3.50, via direct 

debit, entitling them to 10 Store Cupboard 

items, a bag of fruit or vegetables, and any fresh 

goods given that day. On our visit, there were 

freshly baked loaves of various types from 

Sainsbury’s and bunches of fresh flowers, plus 

potatoes, onions and green beans. Opening 

hours are noon–3pm Fridays & 1–3pm 

Saturdays. So, look up the Chippy Larder on facebook, visit 

the Guildhall to prevent all this food going to landfill and save 

yourself money at the same time. A ‘win-win’ situation.

Charlie Longsdon with Glencassley 
winner of Wetherby’s last race before 

lockdown on 17 March 
Richard Phillips with Adlestrop Racing 
Club horses, Master Vintage (left) and 

Muthabir

Chippy’s equine industry rides on
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Time for ‘Chippy Spring Water’? 
Water, water everywhere – 

but is it fit to drink? Jeremy 

Clarkson in the Sunday Times 
recently mentioned his 

bright idea of harnessing and 

bottling the local spring 

water on his farm – but he’s 

finding dealing with the mud 

a challenge. Perhaps he 

should have read this from a 

1763 book of springs and 

wells: ‘In Oxfordshire there 

is Chadlington water in a 

village of that name that is three miles from Chipping Norton. 

It smells like washings of a foul gun and a gallon yields 90 

grams of sediment of which 7 are earth and the rest a peculiar 

sort of nitre’.  Doesn’t sound too promising! 

The Cotswolds are in fact alive with wells and springs, 

used since earliest times by local farmers for sheep and cattle. 

Blenheim Water comes from aquifers on the estate, and the 

Cotswold Spring Water company in Gloucestershire filters 

millions of gallons of water through boreholes and distributes 

it in 29,500 litre tankers to soft drinks manufacturers, water 

companies and supermarkets. Nearby Birdlip has the Sacred 

Hills Spring Water company tapping natural springs flowing 

from the Cotswold escarpment. The water, filtered by the 

limestone cliffs, is high in calcium; it is bottled at source and 

sold nationwide. Nearer to home, the Wychwood Forest had 

historic wells, the most famous being Bridewell, that date 

from the Iron Age. Romans, Saxons and Medieval travellers 

drank from them and they survived Henry VIII’s sanctions 

despite their religious associations. 

But what about Chipping Norton? Springs abound along 

the hillside, but even in Spring Street itself, there seems little 

evidence of wells. 

The 1770 

Enclosure Act 

mentions a 

Serpents Well in 

Chippy – does 

anyone know its 

whereabou t s ?  

Bliss Mill, needing 

copious amounts 

of water for its 

steam engines 

and tweed 

production, used 

a myriad of fast flowing underground streams. In the 1950s 

and 1960s these were relocated and diverted to enable 

further town development – but do we know where they all 

are now? Perhaps some local entrepreneur could find them 

and produce Chippy Spring Water (pictured?!) to compete 

with Blenheim Water in Woodstock. 

All change at Town Council  
At the October meeting, Chipping Norton Town Council 

voted to ‘restructure’ their ways of working – reducing 

committees from around 9 to 3 and implementing this 

immediately. A working group report, chaired by Deputy 

Mayor Sandra Coleman, says that having many committees 

and other unconnected project work (such as Town Vision) 

can be a problem and cause excessive work for staff. The key 

parameters of the change are to: encourage more strategic 

thinking; allow for growth and new initiatives; encourage more 

formal interaction with the community; allow small issues to 

be dealt with frequently, including by council staff; promote 

community relationships to deal with, for example, crises or 

big issues; and focus on community needs rather than existing 

structures. The proposed committees will be: 

• Finance and Resources – to include finance, policies, HR 

issues, health & safety and community & visitor 

communications. 

• Community – to include community buildings and spaces 

such as town hall, recreation and sports grounds, pool 

meadow and cemetery. Also here are partnerships and 

voluntary sector support, grants, festivals & events, 

facilitating greener and healthy lifestyle, and other projects 

• Strategic Planning – about regeneration, town growth and 

sustainability, to include planning, town centre 

improvement, enterprise support, Neighbourhood Plan, 

East Chipping Norton, infrastructure and traffic/transport 

In discussion, some councillors said change was not necessary 

and the old arrangements worked fine. The working group say 

the change follows good practice used in other towns and 

parishes and was supported by the experienced interim town 

clerk and staff. A vote of 8 to 5 agreed to go ahead. The three 

committees will be formed and meet as soon as possible and 

Councillors were asked to say which committees they would 

join. Arrangements should ideally be in place before any new 

Town Clerk is appointed. 
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Hydrogen travel for Chippy? 
September brought 

intriguing news that 

an experimental train 

using hydrogen 

power was being 

tested on our North 

Cotswold line near 

Evesham. In general, 

electricity is best for de-carbonising our railways – with 

renewable power sources such as wind, solar, hydro, or 

nuclear. Electrification of the Didcot to Oxford stretch should 

happen soon and shorter branch lines can use rechargeable 

batteries, but the electrification capital cost through 

Charlbury and Kingham is too high – leaving us with ‘dirty 

diesel’. A new and interesting alternative is hydrogen (H2), 

which can be split from water using surplus renewable 

electricity in a fuel cell. Then, when needed, combining H2 with 

oxygen (O2) in another fuel cell recreates water (H2O) and 

generates electricity to power the wheels. Non-polluting 

water vapour comes out of the exhaust! An experimental H2 

train, called ‘Hydroflex’, being developed jointly with 

Birmingham University, made its first run on the Cotswold 

main line reaching 50mph. First journeys with paying 

passengers could be as early as the end of 2021. 

So could hydrogen 

be a big part of the wider 

transport revolution? It’s 

not all plain sailing. Most 

H2 used in this country is 

not made by the 

‘electricity fuel cell to 

gas’ route but by splitting 

natural gas, a fossil fuel 

generating climate changing CO2 and requiring expensive 

carbon capture and storage. There are also limited refuelling 

points. But it is viable for transport where battery weight and 

range is a problem: prime examples are HGVs and double-deck 

buses pictured above. So for Chippy, our Horsefair HGV air 

pollution could disappear requiring a different case for diverting 

those HGVs away from town!  

Finally, what about the other great polluter – the aeroplane? 

Chipping Norton’s MP Robert Courts, already a fan of the 

Cotswold Line, has taken a strong interest in the new hydrogen 

technology in his new role as Aviation Minister. He’s on the new 

‘Jet Zero Council’ to achieve sustainable air travel – and recently 

visited Cranfield University who are developing a small 

hydrogen-electric aircraft. He watched a Piper M-class 6-seater 

complete a flight around the airfield and met the engineers.  

Clean Air Day 2020 
Chipping Norton’s town centre air pollution from traffic 

emissions – officially above legal limits – made Chippy qualify 

to join the list of larger towns getting the attention of Friends 

of the Earth in Oxfordshire for protests on national Clean Air 

Day 2020 on 8 October. FOTH members urged campaigners 

in towns – including Bicester, Chipping Norton, Abingdon, 

Witney, Banbury, Didcot, Botley and Henley-on-Thames – to 

protest on the day, demanding urgent action to cut the 

‘unacceptable’ levels of pollution. Chipping Norton’s 

Horsefair has for nearly a decade been officially designated an 

‘Air Quality Management Area’ with an ‘Action Plan’ – but so 

far with little or no implementation action by either 

Oxfordshire County Council or West Oxfordshire District. 

The latest ‘options analysis’ by OCC for HGV action 

continues – see article p5. 

Christmas at Blenheim 
The Blenheim Palace 

team is planning to put 

the C back in Christmas! 

Enjoy the lavish state 

rooms, including the 

Cecily Brown Contem-
porary Art Exhibition. Decorated Christmas trees and 

flickering fires will give a warm welcome. Outside the 

Illuminated Light Trail will be even more spectacular this 

year with new installations, including Blue Neuron and Heart 

of Stars. 2020 brings new surprises from the scattering shards 

of light across the lawn to a scented fire garden that adorns 

the Water Terrace. Walk towards dynamic, colour-changing 

neon tunnels, lakeside reflections and onto a mesmerising 

place where, beneath the branches of a sprawling tree, softly 

glows the fairy-fire known as Will-o-the-Wisps. It's on 20 

November–3 January. More information and tickets at 

www.blenheimpalace.com/whats-on/events. 

Libraries open again for all 
Great news! Several other local library branches have 

reopened including Charlbury, Woodstock, Wychwood, and 

Woodgreen in Banbury. Opening hours have been revised 

everywhere, with Chipping Norton Library now closed from 

1pm to 2pm on weekdays and open later, until 5pm, on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays. See oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries to 

check opening times. Library charges can now be paid online by 

accessing your library account at oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries. 

Library card number and PIN are required; speak to a member 

of staff for more information. A big thank you to Chippy readers 

for your ongoing support and cooperation. Due to restricted 

numbers allowed in the building at one time, there is the 

occasional need to wait at the entrance for admission. The 

Library team is also asking customers to exit via the back door 

if they can. Follow the yellow arrows! 

Sally Moore – Library Manager 

Are you a paid home carer? 
Local independent health and care watchdog, Healthwatch 

Oxfordshire, wants to hear from anyone employed to provide 

care and support to someone in their own home. 

Healthwatch wants experiences from those who work 

privately, self-employed, or for an agency – in an anonymous 

survey. This feedback will help those who pay for and plan 

care in the County understand what is working well and what 

could be better. Healthwatch Oxfordshire’s Director, Rosalind 

Pearce, said, ‘Carers do an extraordinary job, but we know 

this is not always an easy one. Please take a few minutes to fill 

in this survey and tell us what this is like and what support 

might make it easier’. The survey will respect confidences and 

is anonymous. If you’d prefer to talk over the phone, or to 

request a paper copy or translated version of the survey, 

please call 01865 520520. See more at 

www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk. 
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Opening times vary – please telephone for latest information

Farewell old Friends 
Terence Norman Cox 1937 – 2020 

Terry, who passed away on 23 September, 

was born on 9 December 1937 in the War 

Memorial Hospital (I was born four days 

later on the 13th). We both lived in Distons 

Lane – he at No 5 and four houses away I 

lived at No 13. We went to school together 

at New Street Infants School and then the 

Church of England Boys School in Church 

Street. Our childhood was one of 

continuously playing together on the 

Recreation Ground, Clay Heaps on 

Elmsfield and Hawkyards, and enjoying many childhood games 

in the Baptist and St Mary’s Churchyards – probably up to no 

good! But we did attend Sunday School and were totally 

oblivious to the war going on. We joined the Cub Scouts 

under Skipper Frost and later Ron Stares and Ernie Sandalls, 

and were both called up for National Service – he with the 

Army to Cyprus and me with the RAF to Hong Kong. During 

all this time we wrote to each other regularly. On returning 

home we played cricket, golf and baseball together. Terry was 

a very talented football player and played for Chipping Norton 

‘Magpies’. After both working at Parker Knoll furniture factory 

most of our working lives, we continued our friendship by 

always exchanging birthday and Christmas cards. Thanks to 

Teresa and Stephanie and the family, despite Covid 

restrictions, for allowing me to join them, at his funeral at 

Banbury Crematorium on Tuesday 13 October. 

John Grantham 

Sarah Townsend 1982 – 2020 
The News Team was very sad to hear that Sarah Townsend 

from Chipping Norton, aged 38, passed away on 9 October. 

Sarah, who was being treated for cancer, featured in last 

month’s News when her partner Nick and many of their 

friends completed a cycle challenge raising funds for charity 

and to support Sarah. A final total of £12,000 has now been 

donated to Bowel Cancer UK in her memory. A private funeral 

was arranged at Banbury Crematorium on 27 October – with 

the funeral cortege travelling through Chipping Norton town 

centre for many of her friends to stand and pay their respects. 

Donations, in lieu of flowers, were requested to be given for 

SeeSaw, which provides grief support for children, young 

people and their families in Oxfordshire, via AL Sole & Son, 

Bidston Close, Over Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 5PP. 

Robert ‘Chunky’ Townley 1942 – 2020 
The News Team was sad to hear of the death of Robert 

‘Chunky’ Townley, well known and much liked in the Town. He 

passed away peacefully on 26 September aged 78. Loving 

husband of Carol, Dad to Sarah, Caroline and David, Grandad 

to Sophie, Joseph, Ella and Chloe, Great Grandad to Sid, he 

will be sadly missed by all. A private funeral service was held 

on Friday 16 October with the hearse travelling through the 

streets of Chipping Norton beforehand with many locals 

paying their respects. There were family flowers only but 

donations in lieu can be made in memory of Robert, for 

Myeloma UK, to be sent c/o AL Sole & Son, Bidston Close, 

Over Norton. OX7 5PP, Tel 01608 644112.  

Rollright Stones rolling on 
Visitor numbers at the 

Rollright Stones saw a 

dramatic dip for Lockdown, 

but with restrictions lifting, 

numbers rose equally 

dramatically with record 

levels over the summer. With 

ample space on site, visitors 

were adept at distancing. 

Opening up the Kings Stone 

field has added a new 

dimension to the monument 

complex. A lot of work has 

gone into preparing and 

seeding the new field as a 

natural limestone grass and 

wildflower meadow with 

wildlife conservation areas. The Cotswold Conservation Board 

helped with advice and access to locally harvested seed. On-

site work continues unabated including new information 

boards and stripping away 30 years’ worth of ivy growth 

around the trees. The autumn will see a geophysical survey, 

opening up and inspecting the buried Observer Corps station 

for possible restoration, and work on both copses for better 

access. Bulb planting will introduce natural woodland flowers to 

the site. Even in strange Covid-19 times, the Rollright Stones 

prove a unique Cotswolds attraction. In an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty it’s a fascinating, mystical and peaceful haven for 

visitors and one of the most valuable assets in the area. 

Robin Smitten –Trustee & Site Manager 

Willow sculpture of Puck from 
Midsummer Night’s Dream by 
sculptor David Gosling & Sons 

from Banbury 
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Government & County 
action 
Nationally, the Government’s ‘Road 

to Zero’ Strategy promises 

investment in the EV charging 

network. Financial incentives might 

be helpful – such as exemption from 

VAT on purchase, free municipal 

parking and no toll charges for EVs, as 

in Norway. Our three local 

government tiers all declared a 

Climate Emergency and a 

commitment to a low carbon future. 

So we need to see action. During 

October, OCC surveyed residents 

online – including in Chipping Norton 

– for their ‘Park and Charge Strategy’, 

which, they told the News, was aimed at deciding where and 

how to put (apparently as soon as next year!) more ‘easy to 

use, affordable, and visible’ public charging points. They say it’s 

all about ‘meeting the needs of residents and visitors in terms 

of their speed, location, price and convenience’. 

Investment needed in Chippy 
Chipping Norton’s growth plans will put a spotlight both on 

design of new 

housing, such as 

around Tank 

Farm, and town 

car parks. First, 

existing and 

future Chippy 

car parks need 

spaces allocated 

for rapid charge 

points – and of 

course those 

car parks run 

by West Oxfordshire District Council (such as New Street) 

will need points installed. Second, OCC need to revise their 

car parking standards to ensure that all new homes have 

access to convenient charge points, if not within their drive, 

then locally on–street. Next, WODC, in planning guidance, 

needs to go one better than current national regulations, 

requiring that all new homes have access to convenient 

home charge points and that new developments are 

provided with rapid public charge points. Chipping Norton 

Town Council has promoted home charge points in its 

Vision Statement for those 1,000 new homes at East 

Chipping Norton. 

What do you think? – What other ideas in the zero 
carbon world does Chippy need to embrace … and 
what about the rest of the revolution – hydrogen, other 
fuels, public transport, cycling?  
 

 

 

EVs – the new game in town 
Currently, nationally, there are 384,000 electric 

cars or vans on the road of which 164,100 are 

purely electric (EVs) as opposed to hybrid. This 

amounts to 6.7% entirely powered by electricity, 

a percentage that is increasing rapidly: 185% 

higher this year than last, with well over 66,000 

EVs registered in the first 9 months of this year, 

outstripping the sale of hybrid models. The 

Government wants to ban the sale of new petrol 

or diesel cars from as early as 2030. Oxfordshire 

County Council says local EV uptake is much 

higher than nationally. They and Oxford City are 

targeting ‘zero carbon’ and their ‘Zero Emissions 

Zone’, with city centre charges for petrol and 

diesel, starts next summer. 

The case for buying Electric 
There’s an average 22% price premium – but prices are 

dropping, EVs are around 21% cheaper to run, with fuel costs 

less than half. An average 100 miles costs £3.75 electricity 

versus £9.50 for petrol. Direct Line claim £1500 savings over 

an average car’s lifetime. There are zero emissions, but some 

environmental issues remain (eg nickel and cadmium supplies 

for batteries and their safe disposal). There are incentives 

including an £800 subsidy for home-charge points. Mileage 

ranges on full charge were a big issue but now approach 300 

for the best EVs. Real-time apps such as Zap-Map tell you 

location of nearest charging points and whether they are 

currently in use! 

Is Chipping Norton ready? 
Chippy already has several EV 

‘converts’. Deborah, with her 

BMW i3 (home-charged from a 3-

pin plug!), loves ‘the silence, 

stonking acceleration, guilt-free 

short trips, no stinky hydrocarbon 

fuel, and it’s cheap to run’. Margaret 

called her Kia ‘great to drive, very 

zippy’ with a great range of around 

270 miles in winter and 350 in 

summer, and therefore only 

‘occasional hassle of charging away 

from home’. But rural Chippy 

remains an issue. Many journeys are longer than for city users 

and ‘range anxiety’ is aggravated by sporadic and complex 

charging provision. Rapid charge points remain scarce. 

Currently, Chippy has only three public charge locations: the 

Co-op car park, Costa Coffee on London Road and the Shell 

garage, plus one for staff at Owen Mumford. There’s none ‘on-

street’ nor at our hotels. Many homes (think Chippy terraces, 

flats, private lanes) have no provision for EV charging and no 

space for a charge point. Bloor Homes, at their Banbury Road 

new homes, offer charge points at extra cost. Apparently 

there’s high demand, with half their buyers opting in. 

Is Chippy ready for the Electric Car? 
Climate emergency and air pollution are driving a national switch from diesel and petrol-

powered vehicles to cleaner fuel, and electric is leading the way. The News explores whether 
Chippy is ready to embrace the electric revolution.
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WINTER WELLNESS

Keep Chippy a low Covid town! – Covid is rearing 

its ugly head again. Case numbers are increasing quite 

rapidly; Oxford is on red alert and only 20 miles away! 

But Chippy’s done relatively well so far, so keep to the 

advice of Hands, Face, Space – it’s based on good 

science. The virus particularly spreads by droplets 

between us so minimise spread by hand washing, face 

masks and staying apart – 2 metres if possible. Keep 

outside as much as you can where the virus dislikes wind and 

sun, and vitamin D from sunlight helps immunity. The situation 

may seem out of our control but we can still make an impact 

locally and protect the vulnerable, the NHS and key 

workers. Try and keep well by eating healthily, keeping 

warm, exercising, having the flu jab, taking care of 

long term conditions and avoiding accidents. The 

NHS has stressed that it is open for business for non-

Covid related symptoms too. Don’t ignore them! 

Keep as cheerful as possible – We don’t want to 

minimise how difficult this can be – particularly for 

those who are vulnerable, lonely, sick, bereaved or 

have family and financial problems. But there are 

things we can try, to keep ourselves positive: 

1. Limit news coverage – perhaps to 30 

minutes a day from a regular reliable source 

and not just before going to bed.  

2. Stay active – Green spaces and nature 

reduce stress and we are lucky in Chippy with great access 

for walks and countryside. A walk, run, bike ride or 

gardening produces endorphins and clears the brain 

(particularly after homeworking!). Follow the lead of small 

children and really look at the natural world instead of 

rushing through it – research suggests ‘wonder and awe’ 

increases happiness and reduces mental stress. If you can’t 

get out, try yoga or pilates indoors or meditation – great 

for reducing anxiety (See free online audios from Oxford 

Mindfulness Centre). 

3. Connect with others – reach out to friends and family. 

Talk to them about how you’re feeling. Maybe there’s a 

chance to renew old ties and forgive differences. Phone calls 

are cheap and Skype, Facetime, WhatsApp and Zoom help 

too. There are also local & national helplines (see below). 

4. Plan a routine – this helps ward off anxiety. Write a 

timetable for the day or week including regular times to 

work, exercise, sleep, watch TV or films and contact 

people. Set yourself simple goals and give yourself treats 

(chocolate, rubbish TV, a film, long hot bath....). Without 

Netflix or the like? Chippy Library has DVDs and 

audiobooks. 

5. Be creative and learn – lots of us are learning new 

languages or musical instruments, taking up art, cookery 

or on-line courses (google openlearn or edX for 

thousands of free courses run by universities worldwide). 

A really good novel is great for distraction – our Library 

and bookshops are open! 

6. Be kind and grateful – volunteering, helping neighbours 

and small acts of kindness can brighten the day for both 

giver and receiver. Smile and thank someone. Research 

shows that a gratitude ‘diary’ of five things to be grateful 

for each day really helps (they can be small or big).  

Sir John Bell, head of Covid research at Oxford, hints at 

promising vaccine and treatment news by Christmas. 

Meanwhile it’s ‘one day at a time’ at least till then. 

Perhaps this winter we might try the Danish ‘hygge’ 

approach of being snug inside with warm blankets, hot 

drinks, music and books. Best wishes to everyone. 

Need local support? 
Mental health support – Oxfordshire Mind – 01865 

247788; Talking Space plus – self referral for talking 

therapy 01865 901222; Samaritans 116123; CALM 

helpline for men 5pm – midnight 0800 585858 

Help for the elderly – Age Concern Highlands 

Chippy 01608 643320; Age UK Oxfordshire 

01865 411288; Silverline info, friendship and 

advice for older people 0800 4708090 

General local help – WODC info and benefits 

01993 861030; Chipping Norton Town Council 

01608 642341; facebook – chippingnortonhelp 

and oxfordshireallin; www.zipround.co.uk 

Domestic Abuse – Oxon – 0800 731 0055; 

National 24 hr – 0808 2000 247 

Call St Mary’s Church 

Are you still struggling with food provision or loneliness? 

Please don’t think you have been forgotten. Call St Mary’s 

Church Office 01608 646202 and they will listen and signpost 

you to the most useful services. You are not alone – there are 

people who will help. 

Chipping Norton Health Centre 
The pandemic has seen big changes in ways 

of working for our Health Centre team, 

who report same day GP appointment 

systems working well. Each GP has increased their daily patient 

contacts from 26 to 40 per day they are in clinic. The team 

thanked all patients for their continued support. The new 

processes will remain for some time and please use all NHS 

services available, including the NHS 111 online symptom 

checker (www.111.nhs.uk/) which helps you decide which 

health/support service you need. Go to the Health Centre only 

with an appointment. The team are COVID-screening and taking 

patient temperatures at the front door to keep the building safe. 

Phone lines are very busy in the mornings and are answered as 

quickly as possible. If your call is not regarding booking an 

appointment please call in the afternoon.  

Recent figures illustrate the hard work running a 

continuous service for patients when many practices 

nationally have struggled. May to August saw: 13,340 

telephone and 3,769 face-to-face appointments; 2,495 blood 

tests; 240 home visits; 747 referrals to secondary care; 247 fit-

for-work notes issued; and 413 new patients registered. The 

Health Centre Partners and Team aim to keep supporting the 

community to stay well this winter, while continuing to follow 

latest Government advice. 

Getting through a Chippy Covid winter 
It’s tough this year – but don’t feel bad if it gets you down – that’s normal and we all need to 

practise self-compassion. Here are some suggestions from the News Team that might help. 
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REMEMBRANCE

                    Chipping Norton Remembers 
In spite of Covid, the Town and the British Legion, Chipping Norton Branch 

continue to encourage us to remember those who fought and suffered for us all.

2020 Remembrance events 
On Sunday 8 November 

there will be an 

invitation-only Service of 

Remembrance at St 

Mary’s Church, with 

capacity reduced for 

Covid safety to 80 

people. There will be 

wreath-laying but no 

hymns. Booking is 

advised. Our vicar James 

Kennedy told the News, 
‘In any normal year, Chipping Norton would mark 

Remembrance Sunday on a grand scale. Men and women 

serving in the armed forces would join veterans, uniformed 

organisations and civic dignitaries in a large parade, passing 

the War Memorial on the London Road on its way down to 

St Mary’s Church. Over 500 people would then squeeze into 

the Church for a traditional Service of Remembrance’. There 

will still be a limited parade, but they will only march the short 

distance from the bottom of Church Street into St Mary’s, a 

small group will gather alongside the standard-bearers in 

front of the War Memorial within the Church itself.  

For the service, a short Act of Remembrance will be 

observed, including the usual two-minutes’ silence and a short 

address from Alex Barker, a serving RAF pilot. James Kennedy 

added, ‘Sadly, only those formally invited can attend the Act of 

Remembrance physically, but the event will be live-streamed 

from 10.45am on the ‘St Mary’s Church Chipping Norton’ 

Youtube channel, so do please join us virtually to observe this 

important occasion for remembering those who have 

suffered and made sacrifices across the years to preserve the 

freedoms that we enjoy today.’ Later the same week, the 

normal Armistice Day service on Wednesday 11 November 

will take place from 10.40am at the Town War Memorial. 

Again, if you would like to attend or lay a wreath you will need 

to book your place. Covid-19 restrictions may change so 

please make sure you know the current situation. For 

information and booking contact stevekingsford@gmail.com 

or call Steve on 01295 780716. 

Legion’s Chippy Poppy Appeal 
The British Legion, Chipping Norton Branch, are planning to 

run a Poppy Appeal in the Town with a limited number of 

poppy boxes in shops, schools and other outlets. They will 

also be setting up two ‘Poppy Shops’ in the front lounge of the 

Crown & Cushion Hotel on Saturday 31 October and 

Saturday 7 November between 10am and 4pm. You will be 

able to purchase poppies, pin badges and other merchandise. 

Special Chipping Norton branded items will be available 

including poppy face masks, a 2021 calendar and a Chipping 

Norton pin badge. Wreaths will also be available for collection 

on these days, but you do need to pre-order from: Steve 

Kingsford, stevekingsford@gmail.com 01295 780716. NB 

Poppies are on sale at Crown & Cushion, Chequers, Kings 

Arms, Co-op, Co-op Pharmacy, Aldi, Boots, Gills, Caffè Nero, 

Cotswold Newsagents, West St Newsagents, The Old Mill, 

Bartholomew’s. 

Poppy Appeal local walk 
On 7 November, local guided walking group, Good for the 

Sole, along with Get Outdoors, have organised a special walk 

starting from the Crown & Cushion Hotel. It will be either 10 

or 15 miles in length, places need to be booked in advance 

and the entry fee of £10 will go to the Poppy Appeal which 

provides lifelong support to serving and ex-serving military 

personnel and their families. See www.getoutdoorsuk.org 

Chippy bikers remember 
Since 2008 

motor bikers 

from all round 

the country 

have joined a 

‘Ride the Wall’ 

event every 

October to 

commemorate 

those who fell 

during war – all 

convening at the 

National Mem-

orial Arboretum, 

S ta f fordsh i re . 

The Arboretum is open throughout the year with its 150 

acres of beautiful woodland and gardens and it is the site of  

a commemorative wall listing the names of the fallen. Many 

bikers adopt a name and even take surviving relatives along on 

the pillion to show that their loved ones will never be 

forgotten. This year it was not possible to ‘Ride the Wall’ due 

to Covid-19 restrictions, but this didn’t stop two Chippy 

bikers taking part in a ceremony at Chipping Norton War 

Memorial where they were joined by the High Sheriff of 

Oxfordshire, Amanda Ponsonby, who laid the wreath.  
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CHEERS FOR CHIPPY

News of £144,000 relief After months of closure and 

continued Covid 

restrictions, Chipping 

Norton’s Theatre has a 

path towards recovery, 

with an award of 

£144,000 as part of the 

Government’s £1.57 

billion Culture Recovery 

Fund (CRF) to help arts 

organisations face the 

challenges of the coronavirus pandemic and to ensure they 

have a sustainable future. The Theatre is one of 1,385 cultural 

and creative organisations across the country receiving 

urgently needed support from grants administered through 

Arts Council England. Arts Council chair Sir Nicholas Serota, 

said, ‘Theatres, museums, galleries, dance companies and music 

venues bring joy to people and life to our cities, towns and 

villages. This life-changing funding will save thousands of cultural 

spaces loved by local communities and international audiences.’ 

Theatre back in action In recent weeks, the Theatre has 

restarted its youth and community work and launched, in a 

‘socially distanced’ auditorium, an exciting cinema and 

screening programme. While the iconic panto had to be 

postponed, Director John Terry is bringing a specially crafted 

three-week top one-man performance of A Christmas Carol 

(see Arts). John said of the CRF award: ‘This will make a huge 

difference to The Theatre, its community and, in particular, its 

staff. It enables us to retain, albeit on reduced hours, the vast 

majority of our staff through until the Spring, and support 

running costs.’ The funding will also help more Covid-safe 

measures including ticketing and training.  

Hope for ‘cultural powerhouse’ John Terry added ‘the last 

few months have had 

a devastating impact 

on our income. This 

funding gives us all 

hope of returning to 

the local and regional 

cultural powerhouse 

that we can be, and 

bringing people 

together to laugh, cry, 

think and be entertained amongst their friends and 

neighbours.’ The Theatre Chipping Norton is a theatre, 

cinema and arts centre that has been entertaining local and 

regional audiences since 1975. In a normal year, The Theatre 

welcomes 50,000 visitors a year, produces touring theatre 

productions for the UK touring circuit, and delivers an 

extensive education and outreach programme. 

Theatre’s community contribution  
Tess Brice, Marketing Manager at The Theatre Chipping 

Norton, was thrilled to announce that The Theatre has won 

the prestigious WOBA in the Business & Community 

section. She said, ‘After a few worrying months we are 

absolutely delighted to have won. The community is at the 

heart of everything we do, so this award means so much to 

us! The award will be proudly displayed Front of House.’ The 

Meech Business and Community Award recognises a 

company’s contribution to its local community for which 

there is no direct financial benefit. This fits nicely with The 

Theatre’s strategy for giving free tickets to deserving families 

for performances and workshops, spreading the Arts to 

those who might otherwise not have access. Jo Robinson, 

General Manager, added that improvements had been made 

in accessibility, provision of BSL and in-house audio-

description and staff training for autism awareness. 

SOLID Structures success  
Chipping Norton’s SOLID Structures, previously reported in 

The News in April as having also been shortlisted, won the 

Large Business Award, open to any business that employs 12 

or more staff or has a turnover or more than £3m. SOLID, 

started with a base at Hook Norton Brewery in 2005, 

outgrew that and took on the rebuilding and refurbishment 

of the old Dorothy Perkins/Burtons storerooms, now known 

as 12 Albion Street, a stunning state-of-the-art construction. 

They design distinctive bespoke buildings such as an £18.5m 

Riverside development at Oxford’s St Hilda’s College and 

others locally at Kingham Hill and Chipping Campden 

Schools. They also specialise in Infrastructure and Heritage 

projects. They announced on their website, ‘We work really 

hard at doing the best we possibly can on our projects. We 

have the same approach in the way we build our business.

Chippy Wins Two WOBAs! 
The West Oxfordshire Business Awards saw two outstanding Chipping Norton winners, 

announced in October

Theatre’s wins financial lifeline

Congratulations to The Theatre and SOLID, who were presented 
with their accolades virtually after the normal WOBA gala 
ceremony – scheduled in March – was postponed.

General Manager Jo Robinson on stage with the Award
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Chippy’s favourite carol    

Do you have a favourite Christmas Carol? What memories 
does it bring back? Please tell the Chippy News!  

Chipping Norton and our villages have 
some great carol singing traditions – on 
the village green, the Town Hall steps, 
or by church candlelight. But this year 
will we miss out? The News Team says 
NO! Our Christmas issue next month 
will have lots of ideas for how to have 

your own home carol concert – with the help of family and 
maybe some of that new-fangled technology. Perhaps we can 

start some new traditions. Contact the News Team 
Chippymail@aol.com /  01608 643219 with your best                  

carols and memories. 

Illuminating Chipping Norton 
Kicking off the festive season with lights, song and community 

celebration, Illuminate Chipping Norton will run Friday 4 

to Sunday 6 

December with a 

magical programme 

of covid-safe events. 

Chippy’s town centre 

will be transformed 

with illuminated 

buildings, art exhib-

itions in shops and 

pop-up performances, singing in the streets and market stalls 

offering Christmas gifts and stocking fillers. The project is 

thanks to Ian Nolan Events, The Theatre and Chipping Norton 

Literary Festival, with support from the Town Council – using 

a professional Covid-19 community safety management plan. 

A Very West End Christmas will bring 

theatrical pizzazz to St Mary's Church. Jodie 

Nolan (Mamma Mia) pictured left, Laura 

Selwood (Waitress) and Darren Lord 

(Wicked) will bring a show full of West End 

Favourites, Movie Classics and a hint of 

Christmas. Also in the church, A Very 
Classical Christmas will 

be an exquisite winter 

concert featuring four foremost UK artists: 

Claire Bradshaw (Mezzo Soprano) pictured, 

Susie Allen (Piano), David Juritz (Violin) and 

Craig Ogden (Classical Guitar). There will 

be classical favourites seasonally-themed 

with poetry and readings. The Festival aims 

to be a celebration of our town. As part of 

showcasing our talented residents, sixth form students will 

work with photographer Andrew Ogilvy to show off ‘Our 
Town’, with shop window exhibits. 

For Covid safety, all events will be ticketed and, except for 

St Mary’s Church concerts, it’s all free. See 

www.illuminatechippy.com for latest news. The Festival team 

are hugely grateful to Owen Mumford for Iits supporting this 

project. Their Managing Director Jarl Severn, says ‘This year, it 

is more important than most to feel part of and celebrate our 

community and so, as a local business, we are proud to be 

supporting Illuminate Chipping Norton.’ 

Ideas for Christmas at home 
Whether it’s in household bubbles, with six friends and family 

or ‘virtually’, there are lots of ways to enjoy Christmas in 

Chippy: a (smaller!) turkey, some old-fashioned games, tales 

around the fire, singing carols and songs, walks in crisp 

Cotswold countryside, phoning or facetiming friends. For next 

month’s Christmas Chippy News, why not send us your ideas?  

Trees around town 
The usual wonderful fairy-lit Christmas trees on town centre 

buildings will be here (but please help – see letters!). The 

Town Council is funding more festive lighting on the bigger 

permanent trees. You can also join a Christmas Tree Trail by 

decorating a larger Xmas tree in your shop or premises 

window to be marked on a trail map. The Methodist Church 

provides a tree for £20 or donate £5 to use your own. 

Contact Maggie on 01608 643653, Elaine on 07833522592 or 

email martinhannant27@gmail.com. 

Christmas out and about 
Book early! The Theatre is 

pulling out the stops, with 

several cinema and show 

screenings, and, no panto, but a 

three week A Christmas Carol 
on stage (see Arts page). 

Blenheim Palace from 20 

November to 3 January has the 

Illuminated Light Trail, 
pictured, for all the family (see 

p13). A Traditional 
Blenheim Christmas is 

displayed inside the palace. On the lookout for Santa? Don’t 

miss the ‘Santa Experience’ and New Year ‘Mince pie 
specials’ on the  Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Railway at Toddington near Winchcombe (see p9). Also 

watch out for Christmas entertainment at Fairytale Farm 
up on the A44 outside Chipping Norton. Santa will be there! 

Full details on the website: www.fairytale.co.uk. 

Our charities at Christmas 
Chippy’s charity shops, 

and the Lawrence 
Home Nursing Team 
have Christmas cards and 

calendars on sale (see 

p8). For Katharine House 

Hospice you can book 

the 12 Days of 
Christmas events 

during December and the Santa Fun Run on 13 December 

(more on p9). Finally, please join the Shoe Box Appeal to fill 

shoe boxes (by Sunday 8 November) with gifts for teams4U 

to supply children and families in Eastern Europe. Contact 

Martin 01608 643653 or martinhannant27@gmail.com.  

Plans for a special Chippy Christmas 
It looks like 2020’s Christmas won’t be ‘as normal’ – but Chipping Norton’s community                    

can still come together and celebrate – safely.                                                 
Here are some terrific tasters:

CHEERS FOR CHIPPY
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LOCAL HISTORY

Tales of our Rollright Spy 
Local interest in ‘Agent Sonya’ – Last month’s News 

included the story of a former 

Rollright resident and Russian 

spy, told in a new book by Times 
journalist Ben Macintyre. If the 

sales at Jaffé & Neale are 

anything to go by, Mrs Ursula 

Beurton (aka Sonya) – famed 

for her scones – is 

posthumously selling like hot 

cakes. Patrick reports that well 

over 100 copies of Ben’s book, 

Agent Sonya, have been snapped 

up and the dough is still rising! 

(See p22 to find out how to 

access Ben's talk at the 

Cheltenham Literary Festival.) 

Curious spy 

fans have been 

visiting Great 

Rollright look-

ing for the 

house where 

Ursula lived 

with her three children in the late 1940s and transmitted 

atomic secrets to Russia from a radio hidden in the privy. 

Tales of Ursula’s children – The story sparked local 

memories and anecdotes. Last month we mentioned how 

News reader Patrick Walters, a pupil at Chippy Grammar 

School from 1947, wrote to the News a few years back 

recalling fellow student Nina Buerton, Ursula’s daughter. Now 

Chippy resident John Osmond writes how he and his wife 

Rosemary met Mrs Buerton’s son Peter in Rollright during 

Artweeks 2008 – long before 'Agent Sonya' had made the 

headlines. John told the News, ‘Her son Peter was visiting the 

village as he had done many times before. For him, it was 

nostalgia that drove the visits to the area where he had been 

brought up. It turned out that he lived in Berlin where we 

would be going a month later to attend the 2008 Berlin Air 

show. Peter very kindly offered to give us a guided tour of the 

city and we accepted. We visited several places which are 

probably not known to the general tourist. It focused on his 

old haunts in what was the former East Berlin. Peter was in 

all respects a most informative guide and fascinating to listen 

to, talking about his mother and his early years and his life in 

Berlin.'  

The East Berlin connection – Ursula was in fact a German 

communist who came from East Berlin and fled back there in 

1950 fearing she would be unmasked in the trial just starting 

of notorious fellow spy Klaus Fuchs. Hence the family, 

including Peter born in 1943 so still very young, then grew up 

in the communist German Democratic Republic. Ursula 

worked for the Government and the Chamber of Commerce, 

and became an author using the name Ruth Werner, writing 

children’s books, tales of spying, and an autobiography. She 

died aged 93 in 2000, still holding strong socialist beliefs. Peter 

himself has said he knew very little of his mother’s activities – 

remembering mainly rural life in Rollright and later East Berlin, 

where he was educated and pursued an academic career. 

More and more spies 
Chippy News readers with appetites 

whetted for more spy stories 

should pop down to Woodstock to 

the Soldiers of Oxfordshire 

Museum and see the Spy Oxfordshire 

exhibition – just launched and 

running throughout 2021. While 

intelligence has far more layers than 

seen in spy fiction, for 007 fans 

there are iconic film props and 

replicas loaned from EON 

Productions, rarely seen on public 

display, such as the infamous poison 

dagger shoes used by SMERSH 

agent Rosa Klebb in From Russia with 
Love and the Commander’s hat 

worn by Roger Moore in The Spy Who Loved Me. Bond author 

Ian Fleming, who grew up and 

lived in an Oxfordshire 

country estate, features 

heavily in the exhibition. On 

display are items from a 

private collection rarely been 

seen outside the USA. 

Artefacts from fictional 

espionage sit alongside their 

real-world counterparts, as 

Spy Oxfordshire unveils a 

collection of rare WW2-era 

gadgetry, including everything 

from Special Operations 

Executive (SOE) lapel and 

sleeve daggers to dummy 

pieces of coal used to conceal 

explosives. The SOE had 

secret Oxfordshire training locations including Thame Park. 

Their parachutists’ equipment, tools and weaponry shared 

with the French resistance, and uniforms and equipment of 

women in the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (FANY) also 

feature among historic collections helping to illustrate 

Oxfordshire’s lesser-known contribution to the war effort. 

The Museum is open Wednesday to Saturday, 10am-5pm, and 

Sundays 2-5pm. Admission prices etc at www.sofo.org.uk 

 

 Ursula Buerton with her children                                  
(l-r) Maik, Peter and Nina 

Chippy’s John Osmond visiting Peter Buerton in Berlin 2008

Bond author Ian 
Fleming lived in 

Oxfordshire



What will a Socially Distanced 
Performance look like? 

The Theatre Chipping Norton is a Covid secure venue, able to 

provide a comfortable and safe experience for audiences in 

accordance with up-to-date government guidelines. This 

includes new one-way systems, staff visors, perspex screens in 

the bar, and socially distanced seating. Customers need to wear 

masks when walking around the building, but may remove them 

in the auditorium if they are consuming food or drink. These 

new measures allow audience members to enjoy the 

experience of live theatre and cinema safely. For live shows, 

cast and crew will all be privately tested on a weekly basis to 

ensure safety and the performance is fully socially distanced.  
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THE ARTS

ROLL UP! ROLL UP! Cineworld, Vue and Odeon cinemas 

may have run out of films to show, but we have our own 

wonderful cinema right here! And that's not all. See below for 

who is treading those boards once more. Book at the Box 

Office 01608 642350 or www.chippingnortontheatre.com. 

Films and Screenings for November 
Uncle Vanya Friday 6 November, 

7.30pm, £12.50. Captured live 

from the Harold Pinter Theatre 

and nominated for 5 Olivier 

Awards. Toby Jones stars in 

Chekhov’s  masterpiece which 

was awarded 5 stars by The 
Guardian. 

Finding Nemo (U) Saturday 7 November, 10.30am, £5, plus free 

bag of popcorn. The family classic featuring the little clown fish 

who gets lost. 

Idiot Prayer – Nick Cave Alone at Alexandra Palace Screening 

Saturday 7 November, 7.30 £12.50. Recorded in June 2020 

and conceived as a reaction to the confinement and isolation 

of the preceding months, fans can now watch the film on the 

big screen. This extended cut features four unseen 

performances and many more from Nick Cave’s albums. 

Another 5 stars from The Guardian. 
Climbing Blind (12A) Sunday 8 November, 4pm and 7.30pm, 

£10, £7.50 under 16s. The first blind man ever to lead a team 

climbing the Old Man of Hoy in Orkney. A gripping 

documentary of fortitude, ambition and sheer determination. 

War Horse (12A) Captured 

live from the National 

Theatre. Friday 13 

November 7.30pm, 

Saturday 14 November 

2.30pm & 7.30pm, Sunday 

15 November 4pm. £12.50, 

£9.50 under 16s. This 

fabulous production has 

not been seen on cinema screens since its original broadcast 

in 2014. There are surely few people who do not know the 

story of the horse, taken from his young owner and used by 

the cavalry in World War I, using the most incredible life-size 

horse puppetry. 

Parasite (15) Sunday 15 November, 7.30pm, £10, £7.50 under 16s. 

Another chance to see the acclaimed Palme d’Or winning film, 

this time in monochrome. This gripping thriller is a sensational 

experience that keeps surprising to the last moment. 

Live on stage: A Christmas Carol  
For December, The Theatre has  stepped up to the plate and 

announced that Olivier and BAFTA award-winner David 
Bradley will star in Simon Callow’s acclaimed adaptation of 

A Christmas Carol. Christmas just isn’t Christmas without a 

visit to The Theatre and when 2020’s panto was postponed 

due to Covid-19, Christmas traditions were shattered for 

many local families. ‘We knew we had to do something to lift 

people’s spirits, and A Christmas Carol is the perfect story to 

do just that!’ said Director, John Terry. ‘Based on Charles 

Dickens’ own one-man performances, this captivating stage 

version goes straight to the heart of an all-time literary classic.’ 

If the idea of spending a winter’s evening watching a classic 

Christmas production, mulled wine in hand, is not enough, 

perhaps the lure of seeing David Bradley perform is! He is one 

of the country’s finest stage and screen actors, whose 

performances include Filch in the Harry Potter films, and Walder 

Frey in Game of Thrones. He won a BAFTA for his role in 

Broadchurch and an Olivier Award for his performance in King 
Lear for the National Theatre. So, The Theatre is proud to present 

the very first remount of Simon Callow’s acclaimed one-man 

adaptation, only previously performed by Simon himself. The 

production will be accompanied by atmospheric live music. Join 

Scrooge, Tiny Tim, Bob Cratchit, and a trio of ghosts for a festive 

story designed to rescue Christmas from all the Scrooges out 

there! Performances 2-24 December. Best suited for those aged 

7 and over. Run time approx 85 minutes; no interval.  

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033   info@jaffeandneale.co.uk 

 Personal                              
Out of Hours Shopping                           

Shop safely                                                        
and with Great Recommendations 

By Zoom or In the Shop 
Call or email to book                               

Tuesday or Thursday evening appointments 

The Theatre Chipping Norton



22

The Arts Society Cotswolds 
Wednesday 11 November Zoom Lecture: Packing up the 
Nation in 1940 and finding hiding places for the Nation’s 
Treasures. Dr Caroline Shenton will relate the gripping and 

sometimes hilarious story of how a band of heroic and 

eccentric custodians saved Britain’s national heritage. These, 

men and women from London’s museums, galleries and 

archives, developed ingenious plans to send their collections 

to safety. They packed up the nation’s treasures and 

dispatched them on a series of top-secret adventures to 

stately homes, tube tunnels, slate mines, castles, prisons, stone 

quarries and even their own houses. Caroline is an archivist 

and historian, former Director of the Parliamentary Archives, 

and previously senior archivist at the National Archives. Non-

members are welcome (suggested donation £5) to join this 

Zoom lecture. For information contact Frances Sparkes on 

01993 823943, publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

Cheltenham Literary Festival  
This year’s Festival, run both in person and live-streamed, finished 

in October – but you can catch up! Subscribe to the CheltLitFest 

Player and watch 120+ events on-demand until 31 December for 

a one-off payment of £20. From Andrew Marr to Raynor Wynn 

there's bound to be something of interest. Indeed, our local spy, 

Agent Sonya, features in a talk by Ben Macintyre. Visit 

www.cheltenhamliteraturefestival.com for details. 

Adderbury Ensemble Concerts 
As Chipping Norton Town Hall is not currently available for 

hire, the best option for followers of the Adderbury Ensemble 

is online. Filming and recording of concerts is being done each 

week at the Holywell Music Room in Oxford or Deddington 

Parish Church. From 16 August performances have been 

released on YouTube at 11.15am on Sunday mornings. Further 

information at www.coffeeconcerts.com. 

 

THE ARTS

If you’re feeling deprived of real-life art exhibitions in these 

strange times, don’t forget that Woodstock is a mere 15 

minutes away by bus or car and boasts a growing art scene. 

Darl-e and the Bear is an eclectic contemporary gallery 

based at 17 Market Street. 

They are working with 

CNarts and its network of 

creatives, including local 

artists Myrica Jones (Blue 
Rhino pictured) & Lisa 

Hughes to present an 

exhibition which  runs 

until 27 November Details  

www.darleandthebear.co.uk 

The Town’s other new gallery 

Zuleika, which opened at the 

end of summer opposite the 

Bear hotel is showing work by 

Dutch artist Femke Dekkers, 

who uses the camera as a tool 

to play games with our powers 

of perception. The exhibition is 

open daily until 16 November, 

but viewing appointments 

must be booked via the 

Zuleika website 

www.zuleikagallery.com 

Next door at the Oxfordshire Museum, the annual 

Oxfordshire Craft Guild 
Christmas Exhibition will be going 

ahead from 14 November until 3 

January. Featuring a host of the 

county’s leading craft designers and 

makers, it offers jewellery, textiles, 

ceramics, glass, wood and more, and is 

a perfect place to pick up some 

original Christmas presents. The 

current exhibition at the Museum 

Distance, explores Oxfordshire 

landscapes and townscapes and includes this Banbury 

townscape by Kenneth Moore plus work by William Turner 

of Oxford and Stanley Anderson, as well as items from the 

Museums Service collections that have not previously been 

on public display (until 8 November).  

Contact the museum before your visit, as opening hours 

have changed. www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-museum 

The Friends of The Oxfordshire Museum are offering 

monthly online lectures. Coming up is Ruth Buckley on The 
early history of Oxford – Anglo-Saxon (4 November) and Alice 

Foster’s A personal tour of the Christmas Story in Art       

(2 December). Information at www.friendsoftom.org.uk 

Finally, the popular Iona 
House Gallery on 

Woodstock High Street 

is showing The Scottish 
Exhibition until 29 

November. This show is 

full of delights, with 

landscapes and coastal 

scenes, bird and wildlife 

studies, still life paintings 

and figurative bronzes 

with beautiful wooden 

vessels made from 

sycamore, beech and elm. 

www.ionahousegallery.org 

Exhibitions, Music & Events

Growing Art Scene in Woodstock

George Birrell – Castle Merry
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Safe reopening for the Leisure Centre 
After a careful reopening over the summer, our Leisure 

Centre up Burford Road is operating successfully with 

facilities for Gym, Fitness classes, Swimming and outdoor 

Tennis. Use of the main hall for indoor sports – such as 

football, is still not allowed.  

However the Centre’s 

Phil Stanley, who is 

WODC’s Community 

Sports Officer, told the 

News about very positive 

customer feedback since 

reopening – with 

particular praise for 

the staff and safety 

measures. User 

Dave Watts, who 

had been cautious 

about returning 

now felt safe and 

noted all the one 

way systems, sanitiser, cleaning stations and overall hygiene. 

For Amanda Mingard the biggest thing was hygiene and that 

everything at the Leisure Centre is so good, it makes her feel 

safe. Lenny Townsend said he had missed the variety of the 

machines and equipment at the gym – it was much better 

than doing it at home and he felt very safe. Regular swimmer 

John Osmond was confident with the new systems and felt 

‘on top of the world’ when he walks out after his swim!  

The Centre’s weekday opening hours have increased 

(7am-12pm Mon-Fri) There are now Swimming Lessons on 

Thursdays to add to the current Monday to Wednesday Swim 

School programme. Plus Aerobics (Weds 9:15am), Water 

Workout (Thurs 9:15am) and Swim for All at weekends from 

9am-1pm – suitable for families and you can now book a 

family of 4 into the same slot. Private lessons are also available 

contact Philip.Stanley@gll.org for availability. 

4 Shires Swimming Club  
After much hard work and perseverance from members of 

the committee, the Club is now able to offer training sessions 

in three pools: Bourton-on-the-Water Leisure Centre, 

Kingham School and Sibford School. This is great news when 

many other clubs are still struggling to get pool time. This will 

allow our various squads (Pre-Competition, Competition, 

County and Regional) to maintain their fitness levels and 

continue their training. There are still spaces for the Comp, 

County and Regional sessions for next term. 

Senior Swimmer of September went to Jasper Schofield-

Linnell for his hard work throughout lockdown, which is 

evident in his strength and ability in all pool sessions. Junior 

Swimmer of the month went to James Price who has 

developed into a very good swimmer and is training hard. 

The Club has recently started virtual information 

sessions for members, including talks by British Olympic 

Swimmer, Amy Wilmott, and Optimising Recovery by a 

Loughborough University student with a Masters in Sport & 

Exercise Nutrition. For all membership enquiries please 

contact Jo Shaw at membership@4ssc.co.uk or visit us at the 

4 Shires Swimming Club website www.4ssc.co.uk 

Lucy & Richard Warner 

CN Town Football 
A quiet month for Chippy. Putting a team out is becoming an 

increasing challenge. Only two games for the period which 

saw a 1-1 draw against Aston – Tom Bonner with the only 

goal. That was followed by a disappointing 5-1 defeat to 

Stonesfield – Brad Smith with the consolation. The team are 

really creaking, suffering with player departures and hoping 

that November brings a reversal in our fortunes. As always, if 

anyone wants to get involved in any capacity please contact 

Dominic Rickard on 07810 307213. 

Swifts Football 
With the season now well under way, all age groups are 

enjoying their football and praying another lockdown does 

not interrupt the campaign. In our younger age groups, U7 

have started their first season of league football with plenty of 

games in September and plenty of goals. They continue to 

develop well. U8, with their new coach Luke Mason, have 

picked up where they finished last season with some 

encouraging performances both individually and as a team. 

U10 have begun to pick up some good results after a 

stuttering start and have enjoyed some entertaining score 

lines. U11 remain unbeaten in their league so far with solid 

performances all over the pitch.  

Our older age groups play ‘competitive’ football from 

under 12 upwards. U12B are pushing hard to try to regain 

top spot in their league while U12W picked up their first win 

of the season and now look to push on. U13 are top of their 

league through a combination of big wins and some nail-

biters. U16 are also top of their league and hope to secure 

that top spot with a couple more positive results. Both U13 

and U16 are unbeaten this season at time of writing. 

Martyn Walsh 

Hook Norton Tennis Club update 
Floodlit matches for 2020/21 have restarted following LTA 

guidelines. A fun tournament on 10 October was won by 

Simon Lowans and Elaine Priestley. Club sessions now run on 

Sunday mornings, Tuesday and Friday evenings, and Wednesday 

afternoons. The Club provides Junior coaching sessions with 

head coach, Marc Gilkes, a LTA qualified Club Coach – 

currently no Under 5s due to social distancing. For further 

Glad to be back!

U12B team who are sponsored by AL Sole & Son
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along to the Club on a Sunday morning from 9.30am for 

Under 6-10 or from 11am for Under 11-15 and introduce 

yourselves at the clubhouse. The clubhouse and bar are open 

for drinks and food with a one way system, track and trace, 

sanitiser stations and a covered outdoor space on the terrace 

– all in place to keep you safe. Facemasks are mandatory in 

the clubhouse. 

Senior training for the 1st and 2nd XV continues on 

Tuesday evenings from 7pm under the floodlights. New 

players are very welcome – just come along and introduce 

yourself to senior coach, Mark Clarke. Sessions are run in line 

with RFU guidance with training equipment sanitised between 

sessions. See our website for further information and follow 

us on facebook, twitter and instagram. Please do not attend 

the Club if you have any Covid-19 symptoms. 

Graeme Williamson 

Harriers are racing mad 
Hooky Harriers have been 

as busy as usual, slotting 

runs into their daily lives. 

Firstly, well done to Susie 

Morgan, who completed 

the Oxfordshire Epic Trail 

10k on a hilly course 

around Cornbury Park. 

Virtual races also continue 

to be popular and in 

October, Richard and 

Jessica Tew ran the virtual 

Blenheim 7k, while Graeme 

Hackland, Lisa Moulder and 

Martyn Banham completed 

the London Marathon’s 

virtual marathon. Lisa and 

Graeme ran the 26.2 miles 

together from Chippy to 

Banbury, with several other Harriers running sections of the 

course with them for support, while Martyn ran with his new 

wife Rebecca (congratulations from us all!). Meanwhile, Vince 

Blake completed the virtual Manchester Marathon, starting 

early in the morning and enjoying a stunning sunrise at the 

start. 

Ultra-marathons are liked by several of our runners (if 

‘like’ can be the right word for such long races!), and 

Samantha Rees recently completed her second ultra-

marathon in a month, taking on the 31 mile Run to the Sea 

race, from Ringwood in Hampshire to Christchurch in Dorset, 

running along mixed terrain, including coastal paths. Sam 

finished in under five hours – a really impressive achievement. 

Stuart Allen also took on an ultra, this time A Run With No 

Witty Name (the official race title!) in Wiltshire. With a friend, 

he raised over £1500 for Alzheimer’s Research UK. 

Congratulations to all our runners and racers this month. 

Nell Darby 

Sport in Brief 
Higher Energy Trampoline Club Fiona Middleton-Bray 

reports the Club’s sessions have restarted. Call 07891 419793 

or email higher-energy@hotmail.co.uk for details. 

Sunday Hockey Sharon Truelove reports, ‘No change from 

last time’. Email sjtruelove@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 
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information contact Marc via baselinecoaching@outlook.com 

or 07930 406015. There is a £20 annual junior membership 

fee paid to the Club. Members can play more competitive 

singles across three counties with Challenge Tennis – visit 

www.facebook.com/challenge.tennis.uk for details. To play in a 

team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, tel: 01608 

730880, email: merrymoons@me.com or you can visit: the 

Tennis Club website:  www.hooknortontennis.com 

Elaine Priestley 

Chipping Norton Rugby Club 

Rugby’s core values are teamwork, respect, enjoyment, 

discipline and sportsmanship. They are values for rugby and 

values for life, so at Chipping Norton Rugby Club those are 

introduced when children first begin tag rugby in our Under 

6 age grade. Despite the best efforts of 2020, we have seen a 

strong and enthusiastic new intake of young players start with 

us this season and we have room for more. It is still early 

season, so very easy for new young players to join in training 

at all age grades. You can be assured of a warm welcome and 

that our volunteer coaches are operating Covid-safe sessions, 

in line with current guidance for outdoor sport. Please come 

Graeme and Lisa at the ‘finish 
line’ of their Virtual London 

Marathon in Banbury

K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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to meet trains and ferry guests to the hotel.  

A few most notable events … the arrival of 

Chipperfield’s circus elephants, on their way to winter 

quarters; in 1913, intrepid aviator Gustav Hamel, with his 

monoplane packed into a railway wagon; in 1940, the 

Durham Light Infantry left for France and of course I must 

mention the WWII evacuees, who arrived in a very long 

train indeed. I will save ‘the tunnel’ for another day!! 

Estelle Brain 

Green Gym sows yellow rattle 
This month we have had two 

working parties of six each week, 

working at the Community 

orchard, Pool Meadow, 

Highlands, Fitzalan Wood (near 

Travis Perkins) and William 

Fowler Wood (beyond the 

allotments). William Fowler is a 

lovely wood, planted for the 

Millennium, where spindle trees 

are now thick with bright pink 

berries. But we are thinking of 

the future – to encourage the 

orchids there – four types, 

including bee and wasp orchids, The Green Gymmer pictured 

above is sowing seeds of the yellow rattle there, which is a 

parasite on coarse grasses, allowing small wild flowers, 

including orchids, to thrive. Unfortunately, we still cannot 

welcome new members because of the ‘rule of six’ but if 

anyone is thinking of joining us, get in touch now and I will put 

Burford and Kingham Rotary 
Rotary's ‘monumental contribution’ to global efforts to 

eradicate polio was celebrated recently at Prime Minister's 

Questions in the House of 

Commons. Rotary members, 

volunteers and supporters around 

the world have raised over $2 

billion which has helped to 

immunise over 2.5 billion children.  

Burford & Kingham members are 

pictured planting over 2,000 purple 

crocus bulbs in Burford as a 

symbol of hope in eradicating Polio 

on World Polio Day in October. 

Rotary’s Purple4Polio campaign is so called because children 

have their fingers marked with purple dye once they’ve been 

immunised. Next Spring we plan to sell purple crocus bulbs in 

pots to raise money for Polio eradication and to raise 

awareness of this awful disease. We’d be grateful for donations 

of small flower pots or bags of bulb fibre – call Ros on 01608 

643844 and she will collect. 

If you would be interested in meeting like-minded people 

and raising money for local and national charities, why not  

join one of our Zoom meetings? The next is in November 

when Richard Poad will talk about The Dunkirk Little Ships. 

We are a small but friendly group of men and women and 

always welcome new members, so if you’d like to find out 

what Rotary is about, why not contact our secretary John 

Smith jpw.smith@jass.co.uk? We would love to hear from you  

Ros Richardson  

Railway Club’s station stories 
Right, fellow enthusiasts … in the absence of monthly 

gatherings, let’s talk STEAM! In particular Chippy Station. Part 

of the Banbury to 

Cheltenham line, the 

original building was 

erected in 1855. The later 

station in 1887 was in the 

typical Great Western style 

and closed in 1965. With a 

staff of the Station Master 

and ten others it served 

both passengers and freight. One employee (unpaid) was the 

famous Wallace the cat! Large and fierce looking, almost feral, 

he was a champion killer of rodents… on one occasion, 

catching a stoat (pictured!). The Station was a busy country 

station, used by many local businesses, including the Co-op 

and Bliss Mill. (And the Heythrop Hunt Kennels – see letters page 
– Ed) The White Hart even had its own horse-drawn vehicle 

Learn, Laugh & Live! 

No longer working full time?                 
then why not join                         

Chipping Norton U3A 
Despite Covid, we are keeping                    

in touch with members                         
by phone, email,                              

Zoom and Newsletter. 

Monthly Speakers                    
on a wide range of topics              

(see page 27) 

Many Interest Groups:                 
Language, Reading, Painting,                        
Walking and Writing Groups                         

are all active, with more to follow 

Membership £15 includes Magazine 

For more details, see website 
https://u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton 
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you on the waiting list and I hope we shall soon be able to 

invite you to a session on Wednesday mornings.  

To learn all about us, visit www.chippygreengym or 

contact me: jennyharrington@btinternet.com; 01608 643269.  

Jenny Harrington 

Something new with WOWI 
Who would have thought that West Oxfordshire Women’s 

Institute would have gained two new members during 

lockdown? There are people who have moved into The Pillars 

and other new developments who must be finding it difficult 

to get to know people in the Town. Please give us a try – our 

contact details are below. You could get to know some people 

you might see around town and as our Committee is setting 

up groups of six who could meet up for coffee, there’s also 

the chance of some face to face meetings. At the moment 

group meetings are by Zoom and we can help you set that up 

if needed. Our November speaker is someone from Great 

Ormond Street Hospital and we look forward to learning 

more about the wonderful work they do there. You will see 

from the advert on p26, that you can join WOWI for just 

£10.75 until next March.  What's not to like?  

We recently discovered that our President Linda Durrant 

is an accomplished poet. Her poem is below. That's what is great 

about the WI. You're always finding out something new about 

your members! Please contact wowi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk 

Hilary Dix 01608 646228 

You’ve heard we are the WI 

You’ve heard we are the WI, 
You’ve heard we bake and sew, 

You’ve heard we like to meet each month, 
But there is more you need to know. 

Yes, we love to bake a cake, 
But sharing’s more our style, 
And so we host a Sunday tea, 

With chat and friendship for a while. 

Yes, we like to meet each month, 
Hearing Speakers who inspire us, 
And trying crafts not tried before, 

Meetings never seem to tire us. 

But once a month is not enough, 
So we also make the time, 

For walking, pickleball and craft 
And when we can, a glass of wine. 

One more thing you ought to know. 
We quite like revolution! 

And aim to set the world to right 
With our Annual Resolution. 

So if you think you’d like to join us 
There’s nothing we’d like more 

Just come along and you will see 
WOWI is not a bore. 

Scouting Corner – back in the Hut! 
At the time of writing, Scouting in Chippy is back to face to 

face meetings in the Scout Hut. The Beavers have been getting 

to know new members, learning their Green Cross Code and 

how to tie knots. Cubs are working towards their 

communication badge and have been learning about Morse 

Code. The Scouts’ badge work includes first aid and local 

knowledge. All sections have been learning new socially 

distanced games and are getting used to smaller groups and 

using the hand sanitisers! The Beavers are keen to recruit new 

members and adult volunteers, they meet every Thursday 

from 5.15pm to 6.15pm. If you can help, please contact: 

nic@chippyscouts.org.  

CRAG’s magnificent collection 
In October Charlbury Refugee Action Group supported an 

appeal by the charity Help Refugees for nappies and hygiene 

essentials which are sorely needed by refugees in camps in 

Greece. Thanks to the generosity of local people we were 

able to take two carloads of supplies to the drop off point 

near Banbury. In November Help Refugees are appealing for a 

range of much needed items  including items of men’s clothing 

such as winter coats, beanie hats, socks and scarves as well as 

other items which will help refugees keep warm during the 

winter – tents, sleeping bags and blankets. Please check the 

CRAG website for details of the specific items needed and 

local collection points: www.charlbury.info/community/crag. 

The deadline for delivering the items to us is Saturday 21 

November as we will need to take the items over to 

Banbury on the Sunday. If you are unable to donate items 

but would like to help you can support refugees by donating 

online at: https://www.justgiving.com/charlburyrefugee 

John Dunleavy 

Horticultural photography challenge 
As a way of keeping in touch with 

members of the Chipping Norton 

Horticultural Association we asked 

them to send us their best 

autumn/winter photographs, (even to 

out-of-season magnolia flowers) to put 

on our website but, unfortunately, we 

have had very little response. However, 

our webmaster Martin Freeman has placed those that we 

have received in a new rolling picture show which can be 

viewed by visiting www.cnha.uk. Please keep in touch with us 

either on the website or by telephoning the secretary Eileen 

Forse 01608 643275 and we will let you know what is 

happening when the situation improves. Until then keep safe 

and happy gardening (when the weather allows!). 

CN Amnesty Group 
Two examples of our campaigning successes are from home 

and abroad: firstly, the cross-party amendment to protect 

refugee family reunion has been passed by the House of Lords 

and now has to be passed by the Commons; secondly, Narges 

Mohammidi, who had been unjustly imprisoned in 2015 and 

was facing a 16-year prison sentence for her peaceful human 
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rights work in Iran, has been released. Contact Val on 01608 

645036 if you would like to join our group or be kept better 

informed about our virtual meetings and human rights issues.  

Lindsay Piltz 

Sharing new interests at U3A  
U3A is a learning 

cooperative that wel-

comes all who are no 

longer working full-time to 

share educational, creative 

and leisure interests. It is 

run by members for 

members, so come along 

(virtually at the moment) 

to exercise your brain 

and/or your body. Our speaker by Zoom on 4 November will 

be Commander Rob Forsyth, who captained a Nuclear 

Submarine during the Cold War. Rob (pictured) is another 

example of our varied programme which last month featured 

a rather different speaker, Jennifer Cowling.  

Jennifer was back by popular demand, talking this time by 

Zoom at the October Open Meeting, about all her different 

jobs. She admitted she had not made lots of money in her 

‘squiggly’ career but her aim was to have a happy and fulfilling 

life, using her natural skills. One important attribute was 

enthusiasm, which she clearly had in bucketfuls! 

Her Glasgow girls’ school offered a very restricted 

choice of jobs in the 1960s but she showed her 

independence by training as a Speech and Language 

Therapist. 1975 found her moving to Harrogate with a 

husband and two children so, in her spare time, she started 

making cakes for special occasions. She attended a local 

college to add flower arranging to her skills and then 

offered Food and Flowers for dinner parties. Later, she got 

a place on a Government Start-up scheme, which led to the 

birth of the Ilkley Sandwich Company, run from a small 

shop in the town centre. She summed up her approach with 

reference to a poster she had seen: ‘If you are not doing 

what you love, you are wasting your time!’ 

Christine Clinch 

Yachters seize the day! 
If you know your mind about what you need from and in your 

life, you stand a better chance of getting it. 

About seven years ago 

Idealist, a member of 

Chipping Norton Yacht 

Club, concluded that his 

ideal boat, a combination of 

elegance, accommodation, 

shallow draft, and sailing 

capability, did not exist. But 

in 1890’s America there 

had been such a craft and, 

by chance, someone based 

on the Isle of Skye had 

designed a modernised 

version of that very boat. 

So Idealist decided to build his ideal boat. He modelled 

it in software first, allowing him to explore details and options 

on screen. But new ideas kept coming to mind and the project 

ran the risk of never ending. Deadlines for completion and 

launching came and went, and Idealist went through highs 

and lows of optimism and pessimism, knowing that many self-

build boats are never completed.  

Another CNYC member, Opportunist, bought a cheap 

little second-hand boat during lockdown to keep on the 

Beaulieu River, within easy reach of Chippy. Both this scruffy 

little boat and Idealist's beautiful new build have road trailers 

and can be launched down a slipway.  

Idealist offered to help Opportunist launch his boat. He 

has a better vehicle for this kind of thing and likes to be 

helpful. It seemed wasteful for Idealist to drive to Beaulieu 

without a boat, so he seized the moment and took a great and 

decisive leap: he towed his boat to the water, and launched 

her! Despite lockdown. Despite doubting it was finished. And 

the boat is, as the article p26 in the September News 
described, a triumph. 

The moral of this tale? There’s a time to plan, and seek 

perfection; but there comes a time to just jump for 

something. Especially in uncertain times. Carpe Diem!  

Roger Backhaus 

Chippy Folk Club from far & wide 
We had 17 people at our October Zoom meeting. Thanks to 

everyone who sang and played – and made it such a good 

evening. Particular highlights for me were Patrick’s mellow 

banjo playing (which inspired Rosie to start learning the 

banjo!); encouraging chats in between songs and in the 

‘zoom chat’; the support of our enthusiastic audience and 

special appearances from some gorgeous dogs who joined 

us from various homes! Special welcome to Simon who 

joined us for the first time and always great to hear Lara all 

the way from the USA. We meet at 7.45pm on the 2nd 
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Monday of the month. Next meeting Monday 9 November. 

Everyone is welcome – sign up at www.chippyfolk.org.uk to 

receive an invitation. We can’t wait till we can meet again in 

person, but till then, this is the next best thing….! 

Rachel Chai  

Current affairs for Probus 
At a recent Zoom meeting, Catherine 

Horlick gave a stimulating talk to Probus 

on The City, Brexit & Covid-19. Cathy 

argued that we face a huge National 

Debt, the Covid Crisis and an impending 

full Brexit and that in this time of high 

uncertainty no-one can accurately 

forecast the future. Cathy felt that over 

the decades many individual freedoms 

had been eroded by Government, and especially by the EU. She 

has long taken an anti-EU stance but feels that we could afford 

to give some ground on fisheries to get a Brexit deal. She feels 

that sentiment in The City is that the UK will be OK, deal or 

no deal. On the international scene Cathy stated that the Covid 

crisis is becoming critical with rising unemployment. There is 

great uncertainty, with many people regarding China as a 

growing existential threat to The West and Cathy felt that our 

offer to house Hong Kong citizens is welcome. In the USA she 

argued that if there are mass riots Trump could beat Biden 

despite the current adverse polls. Cathy’s motto is that for 

every challenge there is an opportunity! She cited super 

companies like Apple and Microsoft which have grown quickly 

from small beginnings and argued that the UK needs to emulate 

this, adding that on the home front we need to kick-start small 

and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and pull the plug on HS2. 

Cathy’s bottom line was: a successful economy is the key to 

tackling our massive debt. For details of Probus please call 

01608 643374 or visit www.chippingnortonprobus.com 

David Megson 

Thanks from CN Flower Club 
Having closed our doors last November, we have finally been 

able to meet as a committee to close the books and have 

made small donations to local charities with the last of the 

remaining finances. Thank you to everyone for all your 

support over the many years. Stay safe and sane! 

Elaine Parsons 

Stargazers press on into autumn skies 
Along with every other organisation, Covid-19 repercussions 

certainly clobbered Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy 

Group’s operations both for indoor meetings and observing 

out under the stars. However, with the magical power of the 

internet, we are maintaining our monthly astronomical talks 

via Zoom. Our astro-photographers have been busy 

observing the close approach of Mars, see their pictures on 

our Facebook website, and we have recently managed a few, 

socially safe and entertaining, observing sessions.  

CNAAG continues to be a focus group for everyone 

interested in astronomy and space. In these strange times, 

astronomy can be an absorbing activity – the raw material is 

free, ideal for the self-isolator in their back garden with a 

minimum of equipment necessary and thousands of years of 

information available via the internet. If you need something 

to help take away the stresses of the day, get in touch – visit 

our website cnaag.com or email me, robin@cnaag.com. 

Robin Smitten

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 

• All types of clearance: house, 
office, garden, loft and shed 

• Removal and recycling of any 
unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Light haulage 

 07538 244861
getrid.removals75@yahoo.com

Andromeda Galaxy (Messier 31) taken by CNAAG’s Tony Lewis 
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Chipping Norton School 
School Council News: CNS School Council has kicked off 

the new academic 

year with one of 

their biggest 

projects to date! 

We plan to plant 

420 trees in 

conjunction with 

The Woodland 

Trust on the 

School site to help 

absorb CO2 from the atmosphere, create oxygen, improve 

soil condition, support local wildlife and prevent flooding and 

soil erosion. Students, ex-students, parents, teachers and the 

wider local community are invited to become involved in this 

ambitious project by sponsoring a tree at the School. Money 

raised will be divided; half will be given back to The Woodland 

Trust and the other half will be invested into future green 

projects at Chipping Norton School. If you would like to find 

out more about donating to this worthy cause, please contact 

Mr Parker at CNS (sparker@chippingnortonschool.org).  

CNS Sports Leaders: Chipping Norton School is 

recognised as being an outstanding centre for the 

development of Sports Leaders. Our students follow a 

programme of sports leadership throughout the key stages, 

often supporting their peers in lessons and hosting regular 

sports events for our local primary schools. The School has 

recently recommended 70 Yr13 students for certification in 

the nationally recognised Community Sports Leadership 

Award and we have had 70 current Yr12 students sign up to 

participate this year.  

Leadership skills are promoted from KS3 with some of 

our students gaining the powerful experience of leading at 

our summer primary school tournaments and festivals from 

Yr7. In Yr11 each student has the opportunity to participate 

in our young leaders programme, during which they develop 

the skills necessary to lead a small group of students. After 

completing the course and festival, our Yr11’s gain the CNS 

Sports Leader Certificate. These student-led sports festivals 

and tournaments allow over 2300 primary school pupils per 

year to attend sporting events in a safe and supportive 

environment.  

Sports Leaders organise and officiate at a range of 12 

primary festivals held at Chipping Norton School, including 

Dance, Hockey, Football, Netball, Athletics, Swimming and 

Multi-skills. Due to Covid-19 their course will look a little 

different this year but this will not dampen their enthusiasm 

to develop the vital skills that will support them through to 

the next stages of their lives and into employment. 

Extra Time Clubs @ CNS:  We are able to offer students 

a wide array of exciting Extra Time Clubs each week including 

LAMDA drama club, Trampolining, Squash, Badminton, Indoor 

Football, Hockey and Healthy Cookery. These clubs are an 

extremely important part of school life and we are very 

grateful to the members of staff, and external coaches who 

offer to run our clubs.  

We would love to hear from anyone who would be 

interested in joining our team of Extra-Curricular tutors and 

coaches. If you would like further details, please contact 

Sharon Hannis (shannis@chippingnortonschool.org).  
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St Mary’s Primary  
Harvest Festival in Reception: We 

have really enjoyed celebrating 

Harvest Festival in Apple and Hazel 

Class. We have been learning how to 

retell the story of The Little Red Hen 

with actions. It reminded us of the 

importance of helping each other and 

working as a team. We loved looking at 

a collection of fruit, vegetables and 

flowers and we did some super 

printing with apple halves. Some of us 

have created pictures using the huge piles of beautiful autumn 

leaves collected in the garden. We hope that our resident 

squirrel is busy collecting food! 

Years 1 and 2: This term in Key 

Stage One the children have been 

learning about Great Explorers. 

The children have enjoyed 

learning about Christopher 

Columbus, Neil Armstrong and 

Robert Falcon Scott. 

On Thursday 15 October Mr 

Kennedy and Mr Salter came into 

school and spoke to the children 

about Harvest. The children really 

enjoyed listening to the Parable of 

the Rich Fool. Some of the 

children wrote 

their own prayers 

to say thank you to 

God. The children 

took part in a 

variety of Harvest 

activities such as 

vegetable printing, 

drawing pictures 

and writing 

sentences about the food that they are thankful for and 

composing Harvest poems. 

Year 3/4: The children have settled well 

into the new routines and have been 

fully engaged with their first topic of 

Roald Dahl. We have learnt about 

various characters in Roald Dahl’s books 

and the children 

have created 

some of their 

own Marvellous 
Medicine in-

structions for a 

new sweet for 

the Chocolate 

Factory and 

written a letter to ask for a new 

Grandma for George. We have been 

studying the artwork of Quentin 

Blake and drawing our own 

characters copying his style. A great 

start to the year. 

Virtual Tour: Due to the schools' Covid-19 risk assessment, 

we will be unable to hold an open morning this year. As an 

alternative we will be adding a section on our website to give 

prospective parents a virtual tour of the Foundation Stage and 

the wider school. Please have a look between the middle and 

end of November.  

In addition, if you would like to have a phone conversation 

with the Early Years' manager, Mrs Taylor, or the Headteacher, 

Mrs Stallwood-Barnes, please contact our school office on 

01608 642673 or email: office.3858@st-marys-

chipping.oxon.sch.uk to arrange a telephone appointment.  
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Holy Trinity Primary  
Over the last month, children have continued to adjust to 

new routines and changes as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic. It has been so wonderful to have the children back 

in school and we’ve loved being greeted by many happy faces 

each day. Despite time out over lockdown and summer, the 

children at Holy Trinity have continued to impress us with 

their hard work and commitment to learning; not to mention 

their kindness and community spirit. 

As a school we celebrated National Poetry Day. Each class 

explored different poems and created their own poems and 

responses to poetry, with some fabulous creative outcomes. 

Key Stage 2 have been working on our ‘welcome art projects’, 

with some wonderful work now being displayed in the 

corridors. These include art work based on Keith Haring, L S 

Lowry, Georgia O’Keefe and Magritte. 

All year groups have enjoyed exploring new topics, 

including  Stone Age, London’s Burning, Holidays and Space. 

Year 5 have also begun their music lessons where they are 

learning to play brass instruments. Last week KS1 celebrated 

harvest with some art, drama and singing activities. As well as 

this, they made some soup using seasonal vegetables.  

Great Rollright Primary  
Daily assemblies for the whole school are the glue that holds 

our strong community together. So what to do when these 

are banned due to Covid-19? Go virtual, of course! Our 

headteacher and vicar have been pre-recording assemblies to 

be watched in each classroom. And once a week, we use 

Google Classroom to stream a special live assembly into each 

room, so we can present our weekly awards and celebrate 

our achievements together. It’s just one of the ways in which 

we are working hard to adjust to the new rules while keeping 

school life as rich as ever.  

In other news:  
Eco School: We’ve won 

a prestigious Green Flag 

award (pictured) from 

the global Eco School 

programme. We’ve 

worked hard over the 

past year to increase our 

teaching of global 

environmental issues and 

to tackle local projects, 

such as picking up litter 

around our village.  

School Tours: As school selection time approaches, parents 

and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all that we 

have to offer — including a free minibus to Chipping Norton. 

Tours will still be going ahead, but after school and in smaller 

groups. Please book a tour by calling 01608 737202. 
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Bledington Primary  
Every Autumn we think about 

our routines and expectations for 

behaviour in school. The children 

agree their own set of Whole 

School Rules and each class 

writes a class charter showing 

what they want everyone in their 

group to adhere to. Each week 

we have a celebration Assembly 

when the teachers give out 

certificates for good behaviour and a great attitude to 

learning. The Headteacher also awards certificates to pupils 

who have gone above and beyond normal expectations.  

We also celebrate achievements which have happened 

outside of school. This week we congratulated Lilah who 

submitted an amazing story to the Young Writers’ 

competition. She has been awarded a goodie bag full of 

everything a budding author needs! Lilah is also a member of 

our Eco-Council and recently wrote this poem based on the 

class topic Extreme Earth. It is entitled Re-forestation. 
Take a map and trace your finger, 
To where the rainforest should be, 
Where now there is only a big dark blot, 
The chainsaws mark, 
See pictures of beautiful, spreading trees, 
Cut down by the chainsaws cruel blades, 
Do we stand and watch? 
While loggers lay waste to wild areas, full of life, 
And leave only destruction, 
NO! We don’t, we act, 
But hashtags and likes won’t bring the forest back, 
We need to help out for real, 
While out there, 
The forest is fixing itself, 
New saplings sprout from the near dead ground, 
While jaguars, 
As black as the night, 
Flick their tails, 
And send breath-taking scarlet macaws,  
Soaring into the sky, 
The jaguar hones in, 
On one small, white rodent,  
With a pink twitching nose, 
He pounces, 
But the mouse is too quick 
It darts away 
Into the re-growing trees, 
Maybe next time… 
But for now, 
The jaguar lies down, 
Beneath a shady palm tree, 
And sleeps zzzzzz 

Town Nursery 
The focus for NS 3&4 has been all things autumn, the changes 

in season, harvesting fruits and vegetables. Rachel brought in 

some apples from her garden and the children have found 

many activities to do with them. There has been printing and 

mark making, chopping, slicing, and collecting the apple pips to 

plant. Each child had the opportunity to plant their seeds with 

Charlotte, spooning and scooping the compost from bag to 

pot. Some of the group have been sorting the apples by shape 

and size, creating piles on the tables. The whole class has 

enjoyed listening to and learning the autumn apple poem 

along with sampling lots of crunchy apples for a snack. NS4 

children have created their own autumn artwork board. They 

have displayed their work how and where they would like it, 

Throughout this work we observed many conversations 

about autumnal colours and the ever-changing textures. Most 

of the work has been created with fingers and hands while 

exploring the feel of varying paint consistencies between the 

fingers. They have gathered up leaves and listened to the 

noises they make over the days as they dried out and how 

they changed colour over time. We have been investigating 

hedgehogs – where they live, what they eat, and lots of 

questions that needed to be answered. They even made their 

own little clay hedgehog families. 

Sibford School 
Join Sibford School for a virtual open event 
Due to current Covid-19 restrictions, Sibford School is unable 

to run their planned face to face autumn open events. In the 

meantime, the School is running a series of virtual events to 

introduce prospective pupils and their families to key staff 

members and give more information about life at Sibford. 

The following events are bookable via the school website: 

• Tuesday 3rd Nov 5.30pm. Virtual Year 7 entry open evening 

• Thursday 5th Nov 6pm. Virtual Sixth Form open evening 

• Friday 13th Nov 9.45am. Virtual open event for whole school 

If you are interested in attending a virtual open event, visit 

sibfordschool.co.uk/events and simply fill out the contact 

form and select which event you would like to join. A link will 

be emailed ahead of each event to all registered attendees. 
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people think it's OK to just throw bottles and cans (and 

chickens) away, rather than take them home to recycle. 

Paul Burbidge 

TSB bank to close 
We are very distressed to hear that yet another bank in the 

Town is closing next year. What are we senior citizens 

supposed to do? Many do not have computers and those who 

do keep hearing about the scams that are taking place on line. 

As we get older there may come a time when we have to give 

up driving and bus services are getting fewer or non-existent 

to places it is suggested we move our accounts to. Are we 

supposed to go back to the very old days of keeping our 

money under the mattress?!! We would like to keep our 

independence as long as possible. 

Two very concerned pensioners.              

(name & address supplied) 

Memories of the hounds 
Reading this month’s News (October), I know that the Hunt 

divides opinion, but I will be very sad to see them leave the 

Town. The sound (when I'm checking my sheep early in the 

morning) and the sight of them at exercise, are part of the 

rhythm and soundtrack of my life. I was fortunate to know the 

legendary Percy Durno toward the end of his life and he was 

a wonderful, kind man (contrary to people’s views of 

huntsmen). My late father, on leaving school aged 14, worked 

as a junior clerk at Chipping Norton railway station – when 

hounds arrived in crates from all over England to be mated 

with famous Heythrop stud hounds. Mr Durno would arrive 

at the station, talk to the hounds in the crates, before asking 

my father to open them. As many as twelve hounds – who had 

met Mr Durno for only a few minutes – would then follow 

him, on foot, with no leads up the Worcester Road to the 

kennels. Different times!  

Graham White 

PS I once hunted with the Heythrop on a Suffolk Punch – just 

for the fun of it! 

Shops and Track & Trace 
My wife and I love living in Chippy, and have always shopped 

locally. With the easing of the lockdown, most of the so-called 

non-essential shops are now open, some operating a track 

and trace system (T&T) while others not. Does this make 

sense? Despite its usefulness, the T&T is not easy to operate 

efficiently and effectively, mainly because many factors have to 

be taken into account. On top of that, it usually generates 

Help with Christmas Trees 
I think that it will be very important 

to get the Town’s Christmas Trees up 

this year, so that we get some 

Christmas cheer. This event very 

much relies on volunteers to fix the 

lights on the trees before they go up 

on the shops and houses. This year 

we will need to fix the lights on the 

trees out in the street. To do this, if 

you would like to volunteer, we will 

meet at 9am on Sunday 29 

November at the Town Hall. It will 

take us about 21/2  hours. There will 

be refreshments provided. The Town 

Council’s contractor will erect the 

trees on the same day. The trees will 

come down on Sunday 10 January 

and help is needed to collect the trees and take off the lights, 

which will also be carried out in the street. Starting time 9am 

at the Town Hall. Please help us in this task, as without the 

help of volunteers the trees do not go up and please look at 

information about other activities being arranged for 

Christmas in this edition of the Chipping Norton News. 
Pat Lake 

Thanks for flu jab service 
Many thanks to all involved in the slick operation at the 

Health Centre when I went for my ’flu jab. From parking 

assistance, reception, guiding to the nurse and out, I was 

actually out in under five minutes. Thank you, volunteers and 

professionals alike. Great job. 

Gay Holden 
(The News has received other positive comments on the service – Ed) 

Lockdown, cycling and litter! 
At the start of lockdown, being 79 and allegedly vulnerable, I 

stayed home apart from a daily late evening walk, for my 

allowable exercise.  It was such a novelty walking up a totally 

deserted A44 (New Street), through town to the Police 

Station and back home via Albion Street and the Leys, all in 

the middle of the road with no fear of being run over. Many 

thanks to my lovely neighbours and friends who did my 

shopping in the early days of lockdown. 

After a couple of weeks, I dug my 83yr-old bicycle out of 

the garage – bought in 1938 by my uncle Eric Craft, a well 

known sight on it around Chippy in the 1950's, 60's and 70's. 

I've cycled about 13/4 hours almost every day since. Hating the 

sight of roadside litter thrown from cars, I bring empty cans 

and bottles home for recycling almost every day, but that's 

not all. I found a working lap-top left on the roof of a car that 

drove off to London (lap-top later reunited with owner). 

Then a whole oven-ready chicken (smelly but still in date) 

and, separately, 8 chicken thighs, 2 carrier bags containing 

nearly 40 beer cans (sadly empty), a urine-sample for 

chlamydia testing (which, because the donor's birthday was 

the same as mine, I sent off to the processing lab for him), 

Coke bottles full of urine when public toilets were locked, a 

modern French one-piece glass cat's-eye road marker, which 

makes a nice paper-weight, plus all sorts. Mr Snips, the taxi 

driver, would be proud of me, but I'd love to know why 

Percy Durno & a whipper-in prepare for one of the Heythrop’s 
regular meets at the Langston Arms next to Chipping Norton 

Junction (Kingham station)

Photo: Chipping Norton Museum
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unnecessary fear. I therefore do not enter shops using the 

system, and know that I am not alone in this. I do understand 

why some shopkeepers feel the need to operate a T&T, but 

would they consider also serving their customers without it, 

for example taking orders outside the shop or over the phone? 

Yen Yang Co 

Ascott Martyrs at Police Station 
Clearly it is good to see 

Chipping Norton’s former 

Police Station (built in 1865 

for £1,953) being developed 

for housing, but let’s not 

forget that it is also the 

place where 16 women 

from Ascott under 

Wychwood were tried in 

1873 and sent for 16 days of 

hard labour to the Oxford Gaol. The Ascott Martyrs (as they 

were called) were imprisoned for supporting striking farm 

workers. This traumatic event led to a major riot in Chipping 

Norton, national indignation and a reprieve which arrived 

after they had been released! Their legacy today is that 

picketing was made legal in 1874 and local religious leaders 

were phased out of being appointed as Magistrates. Our Trust 

provides continued awareness in local schools and the wider 

community as well as a national online centre for information 

and research. A book by a descendant from New Zealand is 

available at Jaffé & Neale. I hope the Planning authorities and 

the Developers take note and our local history, not just the 

Martyrs, is not swept away. 

Paul Jackson – Trustee Ascott Martyrs Educational Trust 

Closed Churchyard Clear Up  
Because Saturday 3 October turned out to be one of the 

wettest on record our Clear Up Day was postponed to the 

17th, when we were blessed with beautiful sunny weather. My 

thanks to the six stalwart volunteers who had a very 

productive morning clearing many of the overgrown graves 

and also thanks to Peta Simmons for the refreshments. 

Hopefully we will be organising another day next Spring. 

Martin Jarratt – Cemetery Committee 

Outstanding maternity support 
Lesley Schofield is retiring from 

Oxford University Hospitals NHS 

Foundation Trust following 25 plus 

years of hard work as a Maternity 

Support Worker, most of which has 

been for Chipping Norton’s 

Cotswold Birth Centre. She has 

provided women with an 

outstanding level of breastfeeding 

support and is a very highly valued 

team member, we will miss you 

Lesley. Enjoy with your family. Xx 

Lauren Bellingham – Cotswold Birth Centre 

Chippy’s Wednesday Walks  
It had been my intention to re-start the Wednesday morning 

walking from the beginning of October. However, as we all 

know, we are now once again restricted to six people in a 

group. I did wonder if we could manage in bunches of six but, 

knowing the group, I thought it would probably be difficult to 

keep the groups separate. If we had been able to re-start, I 

would have asked for mask wearing to be mandatory but since 

we don’t seem to be able to do this yet, it’s irrelevant. I know 

the Wednesday ‘fast group’ is walking but there are only six of 

them, or if more, they are able to deal with it. I also know that 

Martin, Michael and John are still walking together, but again 

there are few enough of them to cope. I will re-start the 

Wednesday mornings, once we are able to do so. If you want 

to discuss possibilities do give me a call on 01608 643377. 

Peta Simmons 

Parking issues and HGVs 
Reading the October Chippy News, the Town will never be 

able to take more car parking from these new planned 

developments. Parking will need to be out of town perhaps 

with a shuttle bus. Extension of the GP practice car park 

space at Russell way would be an idea – for example at 

weekends. As for the wider picture, dealing with OCC and 

WODC will be a waste of time because they have nearly 

turned in to a dictatorship and can’t be questioned! What 

they decide goes and they will always ignore the Town’s views. 

Regarding the HGV problem, the solution is reasonably 

obvious via the Rollright Stones, the crossroads (at the 

Greedy Goose) has always been dangerous with numerous 

accidents, which would be solved by a large roundabout.  

Leon Moody 
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LOCAL NEWS

Chippy Policing summit – At October’s Town 

Council meeting Police Inspector SteveHookham talked 

about recent town issues (see below). After a letter 

from Town Councillor Mark Walker on overall police 

resourcing for Chipping Norton, area Superintendent 

Emma Garside has agreed to meet next month with 

local officers, Cllr Walker, plus Councillors Laetisia 

Carter and Mike Cahill. 

Neighbourhood report: PC Rob Webb wrote to the News as follows:  
• Covid guidance: With local officers diverted to other areas 

recently, things are slowly returning to normal following 

the disruption caused by the pandemic. However, 

restrictions still exist and police will be reminding people 

of Government guidance to prevent any unnecessary rise 

in infections locally. It is everyone’s responsibility to follow 

the guidelines but the police will engage, explain and 

encourage when dealing with any breaches. 

• Problems in Chippy: The Neighbourhood Team has been 

working closely with residents, Housing Associations and 

the Town Council, dealing with some most persistent 

problems. A lot is going on behind the scenes to secure 

evidence towards a successful outcome in the best 

interests of all parties. Although police will investigate and 

deal with crime, we also spend a lot of time speaking to 

our communities to establish local links and solve 

problems on a multi-agency basis. 

• Neighbourhood Team: Remember you can contact your 

local team by sending an email to 

chippingnortonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk This 

email inbox is not monitored 24/7, however,  so if a matter 

is urgent please call 101 or 999 in an emergency. 

Hare coursing incidents – PCSO Moulding reports that 

suspected hare coursers have been seen in and around Milton 

under Wychwood. The vehicle and occupants were last seen 

heading into the Gloucestershire area, via the 

Barringtons. Partial details of the number are SB52 

attached to a silver Suzuki Vitara. Any sightings please 

call 999 if an emergency or 101 for non emergency. 

Alternatively you can report online on the TVP website. 

Hate crime awareness – Do you know anyone 

around Chipping Norton suffering from Hate Crimes? 

These can include threats, intimidation, damage to 

property and physical attacks motivated by hostility or 

prejudice regarding race, religion, sexual/transgender identity 

or disability. Thames Valley police report six per day across 

their region and have been having an awareness week in 

October. If you suspect this call 101 or Victims First on 0300 

1234 148. 

Home security – The Neighbourhood Watch Network ran 

a major ‘anti-burglary’ campaign last month. They offer all 

kinds of advice – including offers from one of their ‘partners’ 

ERA who offer NW members discounts. Last month they 

highlighted a simple home ‘non-smart’ alarm system for under 

£100 that goes off if someone opens the door or window – 

it has a siren, door sensor, window sensor and two remote 

controls. See responseelectronics.com 

‘Penalty’ scam emails – WODC are warning everyone 

about a latest email scam that tells drivers they have incurred 

a penalty for driving in a ‘charge zone’ such as in London – 

asking you to make a payment. Ignore and delete it! 

High crime statistics – Crimes for the most recent month 

(August) reported in the Chipping Norton local area totalled 

107 – one of the highest monthly totals recorded in recent 

years. They included: violence and sexual offences 41; criminal 

damage and arson 11; theft/burglary/robbery/shoplifting 22; 

antisocial behaviour and public order 16; vehicle crime 16; 

other 1. 

 

 

Police & neighbourhood safety 
This month’s news from PC Rob Webb, local alerts and Town Council
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The Tea Set -– more icing on the cake!

DIARY

Many events are now virtual, eg by Zoom, but where meetings/events are actual – please observe 
all Gov’t Covid-19 guidelines – social distancing etc.

Chipping Norton’s The Tea Set café in the High Street has 

become a popular ‘drop in’ for locals and visitors alike. 

Proprietor Vicky Wills opened that 

and than a second café in Broadway, 

alongside a successful catering 

business. Covid Lockdown also saw 

the Tea Set team turn creatively to 

home deliveries and essential food 

supplies. Now, recent weeks have 

seen two further local enterprises. 

First, ambitiously, is The Cotswold 
Outpost, a lovely café, tea room 

and farm shop all rolled into one, 

located just outside Burford. Vicky told the News, 
‘After starting home deliveries, during lockdown, 

providing a wider range of produce to customers 

in Chipping Norton and beyond, I felt I had more 

of a handle on how that side of things worked. 

And so, The Cotswold Outpost was born, 

opening on 7 August. We’ve been steadily increasing our 

customer base and range of products for sale. We stock 

North Cotswold Dairy milk, Marks Cotswold Bakery bread, 

Stow Town Coffee, Cotswold Distillery, Haynes, 

Hanson & Clarke Wine, Maggie’s Jams (based in 

Chipping Norton) and loads more. Our menu covers 

a wide range of items from paninis to fish & chips, 

Sunday roasts and fortnightly supper evenings’. 

 In addition Vicky has opened another nearby branch, The Tea 
Set at The Quiet Woman Antique Centre, Southcombe. It 

serves old favourites like bacon sandwiches, cream teas, and 

The Tea Set’s ever-popular blends of teas and coffee, and, as 

Vicky reports, ‘There is a 

delightful little courtyard garden, 

fully used during the summer 

months! There’s safe indoor 

seating for up to twelve 

customers, plus they can have a 

wander around and look at all the 

lovely furniture, paintings & china’. 

The Cotswold Outpost OX18 

4TS, Tel: 01993 225046; The Tea 

Set at The Quiet Woman, South-

combe. Tel: 01608 646262. Go on, spoil yourself! 

Traditional afternoon tea 
at The Tea Set

Above & top right: Vicky’s lates venture –  
The Cotswold Outpost 

Bottom right: Vicky pictured with the Outpost Team 

Outpost photos: © Sophie Carson Photography

November (News out Monday 2 November)  

2nd Chippy News planning meeting 7.30 details 643219 

4th U3A The Life and Times of a Nuclear Submarine Captain – Rob 

Forsyth by Zoom - see p27 
Friends of Woodstock Museum Talk by Zoom - 7.30 

The early history of Oxford  – Ruth Buckley see p22 

6th Uncle Vanya Screening 7.30 The Theatre - see p21 

7th Poppy Shop 10am-4pm in the Crown & Cushion see p17 

Nick Cave Screening 7.30 The Theatre - see p21 

8th Remembrance Sunday Service Invitation only but live 

streaming available - see p17  

Climbing Blind 4 & 7.30pm The Theatre - see p21 

9th CN Folk Club 7.45 by Zoom - see p27 

11th Armistice Day Service - attendance must be pre-booked 

as numbers are limited - see p17 
The Arts Society Cotswolds Zoom Lecture: Packing up 
the Nation in 1940 and finding hiding places for the 
Nation’s Treasures - Caroline Shenton see p22  

13th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35 

13-15 War Horse Screenings at The Theatre - see p21 

14th Oxfordshire Craft Guild Christmas Exhibition at 

the Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock till 3 Jan see p22 

15th Enstone Food Market 10am-1.30pm see p7 

Parasite 7.30 The Theatre - see p21 

16th Town Council Meeting 7.15 contact Guildhall (01608 

642341) for details  

16-22 Road Safety Week see p9 

20th Illuminated Light Trail at Blenheim till 3 Jan - see p13 

21st Farmers Market 8.30am-1pm  

December (News out Monday 30 November)  

2nd Public Consultation about The Branch in the old 

NatWest building - 10am-12, 5-7pm see p2  

Friends of Woodstock Museum Talk by Zoom A personal 
tour of the Christmas Story in Art  – Alice Foster see p22  

2-24 A Christmas Carol at The Theatre - details p21  

4-6 Illuminate Chipping Norton Festival see p19 

 


