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Chippy at Christmas 
In spite of November’s Lockdown, Chipping Norton is 

still hoping to put on a good show in the run up to 

Christmas, hopefully with restrictions eased after                             

2 December.  

• Chippy’s traditional Town Centre Trees and lights 

should be up on 6 December weekend – thanks to Pat 

Lake and all the helpers (see p3). 

• The ambitious Illuminate Chipping Norton festival – 

planned for 4-6 December – may be scaled down post 

lockdown. But there are still plans for A Very West End 
Christmas show in St Mary’s Church on the 5th, 

illuminations and themed windows showcasing 

school students’ work. Visit Facebook 

IlluminateChippy or the Festival website 

www.illuminatechippy.com for updates. 

• Also on 4-6 December, pick up a Methodist 
Christmas Tree Festival Trail Map from the 

Church (opposite the Town Hall) and walk 

round town spotting over 30 trees inside and 

outside – decorated by local groups (including 

one from the Chippy News Team!)  

• Fingers crossed, The Theatre’s one man A Christmas 
Carol will be on stage now from 3-24 December – see 

Arts p23-24 for details of that & other Seasonal Treats! 

• Chippy’s Churches hope to be back for Christmas 
Services including some carols – yes you can hum along! 

See p20. 

• And why not walk round town and try our family 

Christmas Mystery Treasure Trail quiz – with a 

reward at the end (see centre pages) 

Hopefully our shops, restaurants, pubs and cafés will all 

be back open for Christmas shopping and celebrating – 

with all the expected safety measures in place. 

Over Norton Advent Trail 
Take a quiet (socially distanced!) stroll around nearby Over 

Norton where their Advent window trail is back this year – a 

fun, free, festive activity for all the family. Sarah Jarman posted 

this year’s map and trail to print out and tick off – see our 

website www.chippynews.org. There are some bonus 

windows to find this year which are not on the map, see 

how many you can find! 

Christmas at Blenheim 
The Palace’s team say their  spectacular Illuminated Light Trail 

should now have its delayed opening on 4 December. Wrap up 

warm and walk through breath-taking light displays with your 

family to enjoy the Palace gardens like never before. 2020 

brings new surprises, scattered light shards, scented fire 

garden, and fairy-fire known as Will-o-the-Wisps. Details &  

tickets at www.blenheimpalace.com/whats-on/events. 

Christmas at Fairytale Farm 
The family visitor attraction at Southcombe is 

planning its magical Christmas Fairytale 2020 

event for Saturdays and Sundays 5-13 December, 

then daily from 14-24 December. There are 

illuminations, a Fairytale Castle, dancing penguins, 

Santa’s sleigh, the Secret Forest and Santa’s Grotto 

visits (timed) – plus festive-themed hunt and mulled wine 

& mince pies. On-line ticket purchase only: £7.25 for 

adult/older children & £12.99 for child’s Fairytale tickets inc 

a Santa gift. Fairytale Farm has been named by Visit England as 

the country’s fastest growing family farm attraction. Nick 

Laister, who started it partly for disabled children and their 

families, is now an honorary member of the Leaders Council 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to recognise his work. 

      Charlbury Tree Festival 
The second Charlbury Christmas Tree Festival is planned 

for Thursday 3 to Sunday 6 December at St Mary's Church, 

Charlbury – in aid of the church and the work it does within 

the local community. Recent initiatives helped set up the 

community group to shop and care for the vulnerable and 

fund a new community hub, including a give-and-take, learning 

café, and ‘place to talk’. The Festival will comply with Covid 

regulations: visit www.charlbury.info/news for details. 

TOWN DIARY

December (News out Monday 30 November)  

2nd Friends of Woodstock Museum Talk by Zoom A personal 
tour of the Christmas Story in Art  – Alice Foster see p23 

Town Council Finance & Resources Ctte 7pm by 

Zoom (contact 01608 642341) 

U3A 2.30pm by Zoom - see p29 

3rd Public Consultation about The Branch in the old NatWest 

building - 10am-12 noon, see ad p8  

Town Council Traffic Advisory Ctte 7pm by Zoom 

(contact 01608 642341) 

3-24 A Christmas Carol at The Theatre - details p23  

4-6 Methodist Christmas Tree Festival Trail see p8 

Illuminate Chipping Norton Festival see above 

5th Public Consultation re The Branch 11am-1pm see p8 

A Very West End Christmas 2 & 6pm St Mary’s Chruch 

tickets from The Theatre www.chippingnortontheatre.com 

6th Town Xmas Trees go up - details p 3-4 

9th The Arts Society Cotswolds Zoom Lecture: see p24 

14th CN Folk Club by Zoom see p29 

16th Flock Comedy Christmas Lock Down Quiz see p23 

17th Town Council Communities Ctte 7pm by Zoom 

(contact 01608 642341) 

The Arts Society Cotswolds Zoom Lecture: see p24 

18-19 There is Nothing Like a Dame at The Theatre see p23 

19th Farmer’s Market 8.30am-1pm  

21st Full Town Council Meeting 7.15 by Zoom (contact 

01608 642341) 

January (No Chipping Norton News)  
4th Chippy News planning meeting by Zoom 7.30 

details 01608 643219  

8th Deadline for applications for Town Clerk post 
see advert p5 

10th Town Xmas Trees come down - details p 3-4 

15th CHIPPING NORTON NEWS DEADLINE - see p35  

WHAT’S ON AT CHRISTMAS

For Christmas Church Services currently planned – see p20



3

LOCAL NEWS

Happy Christmas from the News 

This Christmas edition goes to press a week before lockdown  

ends. Hopefully, Chippy’s businesses and community can enjoy 

the festive season – with shopping, a return to our pubs and 

restaurants, and a chance to celebrate with family and friends. 

But Covid-19 is still with us despite the light at the end 

of the tunnel with vaccines coming to Chippy very soon – and 

it’s up to all of us to be careful, follow the rules, and protect 

ourselves and our care services. This issue includes 

information on local support in the community. 

The News Team volunteers wish all readers a Happy 

Christmas. Relax and enjoy this seasonal edition of the News – 

with some cheesy jokes and quizzes alongside local news from 

a busy and friendly town. Thanks to everyone for helping us 

keep the News going throughout a difficult year. We’ll be back 

in February after our month off. Keep the contributions coming! 

Chippy chimes again!  
After several months of 

silence and a Town Hall 

clock three hours 

‘behind the time’, 

contractors with an 

enormous cherry-

picker arrived in the 

first week of November 

to repair the broken 

bell hammer. Facebook 

was duly littered with 

comments from local folk who had been pining for those 

missing ‘dongs’. So the clock was back in action just in time for 

lockdown, when time stands still anyway! 

Help shape Chippy’s future 
Chipping Norton Town Council is seeking to hire a new Town 

Clerk – in a full-time paid role, and at a higher grade salary 

than previously, to support the Council and lead the small 

team of officers in The Guildhall. With more town growth 

expected, the Town Council wants to provide public services 

and facilities, support town projects and events, engage more 

with the community, and help improve the Town by influencing 

and working with business and other bodies. Councillors 

themselves, including the Mayor, are volunteers, but the Clerk 

is a paid professional who administers and advises the Council 

on its official business, acts as a secretariat to committees, and 

connects with many external bodies. 

Two experienced locum officers, Janet Eustace and Louise 

Steele, have been helping the Council benchmark against 

other parish and town councils. Candidates for the role don't 

necessarily need experience of local government, but should 

be a skilled manager and a quick learner – full support, 

training and mentoring will be given. Mayor Georgia Mazower 

stressed in a statement for the News that this was a great 

opportunity for someone who had an interest in seeing 

Chipping Norton grow as a successful town. She said that 

councillors wanted an aspiring and proactive manager to 

provide leadership for the Council and build a wide range of 

positive relationships with Councillors, staff, residents, 

businesses and other organisations. See advert on page 5 for 

more details. 

Cllr Davidson steps down 
Don Davidson has 

decided to step 

down from 

Chipping Norton 

Town Council after 

over 25 years of 

service on the 

Council, which 

included three two-

year terms as Town 

Mayor. He was first 

elected in 1991, and 

last served as Mayor 

up to June of this 

year. At their 

November meeting 

the current Town Council recorded their formal thanks for 

Don’s great service. This included being Chair of the 

Millennium Committee and membership of the 2003 Town 

Appraisal Committee. County Councillor Hilary Biles praised, 

in particular, his work with youth. This included supporting 

projects like the Dave Haig Award, the development of youth 

club facilities at Glyme Hall and facilities for young children at 

The Ace Centre. He has worked on the Council during many 

difficult years when thorny subjects like NHS indecision, 

Travellers’ sites, HGV issues and plans for Town growth all 

caused concerns. In his time in Chippy, since arriving in 1974, 

Don taught at Chipping Norton School and worked for the 

County Council. He also distinguished himself as one of the 

first volunteer editors of the Chipping Norton News. He has 

actively supported many local charities, including Highlands 

Day Centre. Don’s patience and expertise on the Council will 

be missed but he remains a much-valued member of the 

community. 

Xmas Trees now up on 6 Dec 
Because of Covid restrictions, Chipping Norton Town 

Council are delaying the erection of the traditional town 

centre Christmas trees. They will now go up (subject to no 

more changes) on Sunday 6 December. Pat Lake, who helps 

organised this, will be finalising details with the Guildhall but 

still needs volunteers to help fix the lights on – on the ground 

and possibly outside – before contractors erect them. 

Volunteers are likely to be needed from 9am on the Sunday 

for just over 2 hours. Similar help will be needed to take 

What did Russian Agent Sonya 
bake on Christmas Eve?   
Mince Spies

What Xmas message did Joe Biden 
send to Chippy Bridge Club?    
One No Trump 

Don with his Mayoress, Peta Simmons



4

LOCAL NEWS

down lights on Sunday 10 January from 9am. For final details 

or questions please contact the Town Clerk’s office. 

Chippy recycling sites to close 
At their November meeting, WODC’s Cabinet decided to 

close all their community recycling (‘bring’) sites including in 

Chipping Norton’s New Street and Albion Street. For 15 

years, the sites have offered household recycling for glass, 

paper, cans, card, 

plastics, textiles, 

shoes and (at 

New Street) small 

electrical items. 

But problems have 

increased: littering 

and dumping of 

non-recyc l ab le  

household items, 

large waste elect-

ricals, food waste, 

and even hazardous waste and trade waste. All such items are 

illegal at these sites, and are meant to be taken to a County 

Council Household Waste Recycling Centre. Our local 

councillors. including Chippy’s County Cllr Hilary Biles, and 

District Cllrs Geoff Saul, and Laetisia Carter, all spoke raising 

concerns, saying the public would be unhappy losing the sites, 

particularly without consultation. They also feared flytipping 

elsewhere and wanted alternative solutions – including better 

detection and prosecution for site abuse. WODC’s 

Environmental Scrutiny Committee, with our Cllr Mike Cahill 

a member, had agreed with this.  

However, Cabinet member Gordon MacRae, backed up 

by an officers’ report, insisted that since a full household 

recycling kerbside service started in 2017, everything legally 

allowed in the car park sites can now be collected from our 

homes. Large card can be cut up and left alongside blue bins, 

as can clothing and shoes in bags, plus small electrical items. 

WODC propose increasing from 3 to 4 items their ‘for a fee’ 

kerbside collection of large bulk household items – something 

Cllr Saul called ‘tinkering at the edges’ insisting WODC should 

do better. Finally, Cllr MacRae said that there had been no 

flytipping increase where sites had already closed – for 

example in Hanborough and Carterton where parish councils 

were happy with cleaner sites. From the debate, it appeared 

the main issue, emphasised by District Cllr Mike Cahill to the 

News, remains the disposal of larger household waste and 

recyclable items – never allowed at the Chippy sites anyway. 

This still means inconvenient long round trips to the County 

waste centres – an issue in Chippy and Charlbury since the 

County closed Dean Pit against public sentiment. Our nearest 

is Alkerton north of Banbury. Cllrs Laetisia Carter and Hilary 

Biles both made clear that Chippy’s rural position remained 

poorly served – the real need was for a larger more local 

waste and recycling centre. But, as WODC’s Cllr MacRae said, 

‘that’s down to the County Council’. Chippy’s sites will close 

in the next few months. 

Grants for Town organisations 
Chipping Norton Town Council are awarding around £27,000 

in grants for the year 2020/21 to local clubs, charities and 

‘voluntary bodies’, who submitted requests by last September.  

• The larger grants included The Theatre £5000, Lido £5000, 

Museum £3000, Home Start £2900, and CN Swifts FC 

£1500.  

• Grants of £1000 each go to Chippy Larder, Community 

First Responders, Glyme Hall Youth Club, Green Gym, and 

CN Music Festival. 

• Smaller grants (from £250 to £850) include CAP Life 

Skills, Gateway Club, ChipLitFest, Pet Food Bank, CN Pre-

School, Rainbows, SENjoy, Scouts, Town Festival. 

A request from CN School PTA for £5000 was not granted 

but the Grants Committee suggest the Council fund other 

school projects needed. A request from the Field Reeves for 

£2000 was considered not to be the remit of the Grants 

Committee, however, an award from overall Council 

contingency funds will be recommended. The Committee will 

also suggest to the Museum that they open up conversations 

about alternative sources of funding beyond the Town 

Council. Finally, the budget for these grants will rise to 

£41,000 for 2021/22 – to allow for more funding related to 

the impact of Covid-19. 
Chippy’s road safety 
In spite of the 

lockdown, Chipping 

Norton joined in the 

national Road Safety 

Week held 16–20 

November. While the 

‘walking bus to school’ 

couldn’t take place, 

Town Councillor Mark 

Walker reports that 

PC Rob Webb was at 

the ‘drop off and pick 

up’ point at St Mary’s 

Primary School, 

promoting road safety. 

The Speed Gun was 

also out and about 

round town! Mark and 

others were working with St Mary’s teaching staff to 

encourage various in-school activities on road safety during 

the week. He is aiming to keep up a wider road safety 

campaign over the coming weeks and months.  

New Street charging points 
WODC have agreed that charging points for 70 electric cars 

will be installed in 2021 in six district car parks, including 

Chipping Norton’s New Street. The £5.2 million Oxfordshire 

Park and Charge project will provide up to 280 fast charging 

points across the county. 

Why is Santa worried about leaving 
the EU? 
The Brexit Bill has no Santa Clause  

Why did the chicken have to join 
Chippy Swifts?   
The Ref had whistled for a fowl 

Illegal fly-tipping at the New St Bring site
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HSBC hotel approved  
Planning permission has finally been granted for the conversion 

and extension of the former HSBC building in Market Place 

into a 31-bedroomed hotel. Setha, the company behind the 

scheme, applied last December but concerns, specifically about 

drainage and parking, caused delay. Permission is subject to a 

legal agreement requiring the developer to pay for changes to 

both New Street and Lower Market Place car parks to increase 

capacity. Prospects of bringing visitors into town were broadly 

welcomed locally. However, only days after securing permission, 

Setha put the property up for sale through agents Knight Frank 

who said they had been instructed to sell the property 

freehold. Setha told the News that this was also a way of flushing 

out suitable hotel operators as otential partners and they had 

already received interest. 

Cinema plans at Harpers 
After four years up for sale, the empty Harpers store on 

Chippy’s High Street could now be transformed with a bold 

new town centre investment. Setha (also behind a separate 

boutique hotel plan) recently snapped up Harpers and 

submitted plans for 13 serviced short-let apartments, two 

small cinemas (44 and 47 seats) showing four films daily, and 

a foyer café/wine bar. Setha say this would complement a new 

Market Place boutique hotel, which now has planning 

permission (see article opposite). The 13 apartments, 

accessed from Portland Place, would have one parking space 

each, but cinema-goers would use town centre car parks. 

The plan is proving 

controversial. WODC’s 

consultation saw 22 

submissions in support. 

But 74 objections 

included impassioned 

fears from fans for the 

future of The Theatre, 

which regularly shows 

films and has grown a 

‘later release’ film 

business since the 1980s, 

with over 11,000 people 

attending 125 screenings 

last year. There were 

also concerns about 

parking and pedestrian 

safety issues (cinema-goers would emerge onto a narrow 

pavement at the dangerous part of Horsefair, pictured) – 

Oxfordshire Highways cited failure ‘to provide safe and 

suitable access’ for users. The Town Council made similar 

comments.  

Whilst Chippy could gain two more screens, Theatre 

Director John Terry suggests that loss of cinema income (with 

a current £65,000 surplus – more than double local Council 

grants) could hit funding for community and other theatre 

work meaning ‘a net cultural loss for the Town’. Even a 

concerned WODC Community Wellbeing officer suggests 

seeking financial contribution towards complementary cinema 

at The Theatre for 12 months. John Terry agreed Chippy could 

support more cinema and had himself looked at expanding. 

The Theatre, with cinema expertise, could collaborate with 

Setha, but they had apparently already partnered with a new 

operator called Living Room Cinemas. John wants more 

discussion, saying, ‘If the existing Theatre can be involved rather 

than a victim, then everyone is a winner’. Setha’s Alex 

Giacchetti told the News they were investing heavily in 

Chipping Norton and wanted to see the Town thrive with ‘no 

intention of putting anyone’s operation in jeopardy.’ Alex 

believes his operation will complement The Theatre’s. 

The Town Council, needing reassurance about The 

Theatre, heard from Claire Beswick of Living Room Cinemas 

Are you committed to serving the community?  Are you a careful 

administrator, a good communicator and an enthusiastic 

manager? Would you consider joining Chipping Norton Town 

Council as its new Town Clerk? 

We’re looking for a dynamic and innovative individual to lead the 

Council into the future. The successful candidate will need to build 

a wide range of positive relationships with Councillors, staff, 

residents, businesses and other organisations. You will also manage 

our small staff team and take overall responsibility for all the Town 

Council’s administrative functions.  

The Council provides a wide range of quality services including 

recreation grounds, open spaces, sports fields, allotments, burial 

land and the Town Hall.  

Town Clerks come from a range of backgrounds but they share an 

enthusiasm for serving the community. If you come from outside 

the sector then full support, training and mentoring will be given. 

The salary for this post starts at £36,922 for 37 hours per week 

which will include regular evening and occasional weekend working 

If you would like to find out more then call or email Louise Steele 

on 07808 649597 or louise.steele@lgrc.uk A recruitment pack and 

application form (required for all applicants) can be obtained from 

the Town Council’s website or on request from Louise using the 

details above  

Closing date for applications is Friday 8th January 2021 at 
6pm and interviews will be held on Friday 15th January 2021. 

Chipping Norton Town 
Council 

Town Clerk

What did Santa catch at Bliss 
Mill?    
Chimney Flu 

Why was the Snowman staring at 
the carrots in the Co-op?  
He was picking his nose
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at November’s Council meeting. She said their market 

research showed much unmet local demand, and their offer 

would have different pricing, membership schemes, younger 

audiences and ‘first release’ films – not (she said) ‘art house’ 

films like The Theatre. She concluded they would not 

compete. The accuracy of all this is likely to be challenged. 

Town Councillors seemed positive about a potentially 

exciting new use for an empty town centre building, but a 

judgement will be needed on whether this contributes to, or 

detracts from, the viability of both The Theatre and the vitality 

of the town centre as a whole. 

Disguising a town eyesore! 

The derelict former Chippy Hospital site past Horsefair is still 

awaiting (after years) the start of housing development, and is 

now somewhat of an eyesore confronting visitors arriving in 

town from Oxford and Banbury. In October, it appears the 

owners (St Charles Homes) made a move to ‘clean up’ the 

outward appearance with some sturdy wooden hoardings 

along the main road frontage (pictured). Hopefully, this might 

be the beginning of some action on the site – rather than just 

a ‘cover up’. Meanwhile, could this be an opportunity for some 

tasteful heritage or contemporary artwork? 

Accolade for Bledington shop 
Bledington Community Shop and Café celebrated its first 

birthday on 16 November and from the moment Prue Leith 

cut the ribbon it became the new village hub. ‘This Splendid 

Community Shop’ was recently recognised by the CPRE in its 

2020 awards for realising an aspiration held throughout the 

14 years Bledington was without a shop. Richard Lloyd, CPRE 

Gloucestershire, said, ‘Your project has been an amazing team 

effort’. He highlighted the work of a local architect, builder, 

craftspeople and the many people who fundraised. He 

continued ‘The citation by our judges reads for successfully 

engaging the support of the community of Bledington in 

achieving the realisation of such a well designed shop and café 

and delivering this critically important asset’.  

This was confirmed by one happy villager, ‘fresh handmade 

bread is delivered daily, lovely local free range meat and 

sausages are cheaper than the local supermarket, and an 

amazing range of incredibly reasonably priced fruit and 

vegetables are supplied fresh every day from Chipping 

Campden!’ Shop Treasurer Ben Woodward said, ‘We are 

delighted to have won this award so soon after opening. We 

look forward to building on the success of our first year and 

welcoming customers from near and far’. 

Oxfam’s books & vinyl boom 
Since Chippy’s Oxfam 

Books & Music re-opened in 

July the shop has been 

hugely busy with donations 

– with a ‘ring first’ booking 

system in place! The team 

are enormously grateful for 

your support during these 

difficult times and 

disappointed with closing 

again for the second 

lockdown. Tony and Dave of 

the Oxfam Team told the 

News that recent months 

have seen some simply 

wonderful books and 

records coming in, as regular buyers will know. They said, ‘as 

we re-opened, we were offered 2500 books from a local 

donor and of course we had to say “yes please”. These will be 

filling our shelves over the months ahead. The donation is 

strong in Art, Architecture and History, and in first class 

condition’. The year’s highlight has to be a first pressing of a 

stereo recording of The Beatles album Please, Please Me with 

a black and gold label. It came as an anonymous donation and 

sold for £3500. Vinyl continues to be a great shop feature with 

enthusiastic and knowledgeable team volunteers valuing all 

types of records. In the latest lockdown, the team pressed on 

with online listings. If you are not familiar with Oxfam Online 

(onlineshop.oxfam.org.uk) then take a look, as each Oxfam 

shop lists some of its donations including books, records and 

stamps. The Oxfam team can now value coins and banknotes 

– and welcome donated currency of any denomination. Tony, 

Dave and the Oxfam volunteers wish you all well and hope to 

see you in early December. 

Martyrs at Police Station 
The Ascott Martyrs Educational Trust marks the fate of 16 

women imprisoned in 1873 for rioting in support of workers’ 

rights. Unions were made legal in 1872, and one result of their 

case was the legalising of picketing. The women were briefly 

held at Chipping Norton Police Station, the site of which is 

now set for residential development. The Trustees would like 

a blue plaque and memorial sculpture at the site, and have 

asked the Town Council to support their request in a future 

submission to the developers and WODC. 

What stopped The Yacht Club play-
ing cards?   
Their Captain was standing on the deck 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

LOCAL, EXPERIENCED 
AND INSURED 

07964 286 097
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Chippy seats in 2021 Election 
Candidates are lining up 

for next May’s local 

elections – with Chipping 

Norton one key target. 

Our one County Council 

seat will be contested. 

Longstanding member, 

Hilary Biles, is retiring 

after many years fighting 

‘Chipping Norton’s 

corner’. Hilary was 

elected as a Conservative 

member, and served on 

the Cabinet, but recently 

she ‘resigned the 

Conservative whip’, 

provoked, she told the 

News, by frustrations 

over slow OCC progress 

on our HGV traffic issues. 

She has also battled with 

OCC leadership on other 

Chippy issues. After years fighting for an HGV solution, Hilary 

led a successful full Council motion 12 months ago demanding 

OCC action. She now sits as an Independent – leaving the 

Tories with an overall majority of one – and continues the 

fight about HGVs, working with Town Councillors and County 

officers. Emma Leeming from West Oxfordshire’s 

Conservative Association told the News that Hilary does 

remain a member of the Party, and expressed thanks for her 

many years of public service. 

Geoff Saul, Chipping Norton’s West Oxfordshire District 

Labour Councillor (one of three representing the Town in 

Witney), will contest his own seat in May, delayed 12 months 

through Covid. Geoff has announced he will also contest 

Hilary’s County Council seat (which includes some local 

villages). He (with Chippy Labour Councillor Laetisia Carter 

who is standing for Thames Valley Police Commissioner) 

recently started leafleting the Town. The Conservative 

Association told the News ‘Our branch in Chipping Norton 

has a new chairman, Paul Gowers, and looks forward to next 

year’s elections with confidence. Our candidates for Chipping 

Norton area have been selected. Their names will be released 

after a confirmatory meeting on 26 November’. Other parties 

will no doubt enter the fray. 

Chipping Norton Town Council also looks set for May 

bye-elections, with two vacancies following resignations 

earlier this year of Cllrs Gordon Brown and, more recently, of 

Don Davidson who, in his letter to Councillors, said he was 

unhappy with recent Council decisions (see page 3 for a 

tribute to Don). 

Beds ‘opening’ delayed 
Two new raised plant 

beds for the disabled 

outside the Chipping 

Norton Health Centre 

were waiting to be 

officially ‘opened’ just as 

this Lockdown began. 

So, represent-atives of 

the Green Gym, who 

constructed them, and 

the Town Council, Sainsbury’s and Deeley (developers of 

Willow Gardens, the nearby new extra-care living apartments) 

who helped with funding and materials, had to stay at home. 

Planted now with winter flowers and spring bulbs, summer 

vegetables may be on the menu next year, tended by people 

who can reach from a wheelchair or just find bending difficult! 

The Green Gym members thank the Health Centre for all 

their support and encouragement in maintaining the grounds 

to cheer all visitors in these strange times. 

Heather Leonard 

New Debt Centre Manager  
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) have appointed Ian Finney, a 

Chippy resident, to lead the local group. CAP is one of the 

UK's most successful groups at helping people come out and 

stay out of long-term debt. Locally based mentors work with 

families or individuals to teach them how to manage their 

finances both now and in the future. Courses are offered, such 

as the Life Skills Course featured in October’s Chippy News. 

Services are all free, supported by the local churches but are 

available to anyone, regardless of their beliefs. Call free on 

0800 328 0006. 

What’s cooking outside 
Oliveri’s?   
A Barberqueue 

Cllr Biles pictured with her 
husband at the Armistice Day 

service  in November
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News from the pews 
The good news from Chipping 

Norton’s Methodist church is 

that ‘socially distanced’ worship 

has been enjoyed since August, 

although without the usual hymn 

singing. Hopefully after this News 
issue comes out, the second 

lockdown will finish and everyone 

can return to church rather than 

worshipping by Zoom! Martin 

Hannant reminds us that their 

Christmas Tree Festival Trail will 

appear round town from the first weekend in December 

(look out for the GoodNewsTree being put up by the Chippy 

News Team!). By early November, over 30 decorated trees 

were planned for everyone to enjoy. The popular nativity 

scene will also appear outside church. You can collect a tree 

trail map from Friday 4 December from outside the Church. 

Martin also explained plans for Christmas services. Carol 

services will hopefully go ahead, Singing may not be allowed, 

so listen and hum quietly to enjoy these timeless tunes and 

words in another way. With social distancing needed, two 

Carol services are planned with each service holding 50 seats 

maximum: the first on Wednesday 16 December at 10.30am, 

the second on Sunday 20 December at 6pm. These will be 

ticketed so please contact Martin on 01608 643653 or 

martinhannant27@gmail.com to book. Martin added, 

‘Everyone must wear a mask throughout the service and you 

will only be allowed in if you have a ticket. This sounds a bit 

Scrooge-like but we must respect social distancing. We pray 

that you all have a very healthy and happy Christmas.’ 

Methodist Junior Church 
The Junior Church at Chipping Norton’s Methodist Church 

had been planning a brunch meeting in November. This was 

changed to a Zoom meeting with brunch in our homes! We 

are looking forward to decorating our Christmas tree in 

church and then hopefully holding our JC Christmas service 

on 13 December. The theme this year is Nativitree and 

everyone is busy making decorations at home. 

Elaine Parsons 

A welcome to Revd Rose 
This summer, Chipping Norton 

Methodist Church welcomed their 

new Minister, the Revd Rose 

Westwood. Rose told the News 
more about herself, ‘I have served in 

ministry with the Methodist Church 

for over 20 years and was 

appointed to Oxfordshire in 2017. 

Following recent boundary changes 

for local Methodists in 2020, I am 

now responsible for the “West 

Oxfordshire Methodists”, as Superintendent and Deputy 

Chair of District. Prior to Oxfordshire, I ministered in Sussex 

and was Assistant Chair of District, which included Gibraltar 

and Malta! Whilst serving the majority of my ministry in 

Cornwall, to rural congregations, I was invited to establish the 

University Chaplaincy at the Tremough Campus, Penryn 

(University of Exeter and University College, Falmouth). 

Before coming to ministry, I taught geography at secondary 

level, and still have a great passion for learning and teaching, 

and the environment.’ 

What’s round, furry and minty and 
up at Heythrop Zoo?   
A polo bear 

What’s the Heythrop Hunt’s 
favourite carol?   
Bark the Herald Angels Sing 
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The Marcus Rashford effect?  
Chipping Norton demonstrated its community ethos again, 

with action over October Half Term to help local families feed 

their children. Over the past few months, footballer Marcus 

Rashford’s campaign to extend free school meals beyond 

term time has been in the news. On hearing the latest reports 

just before half term, Chippy Larder’s Rizvana Poole sprang 

into action. At the same time, Will Treasure, who works as a 

producer at The Theatre, 

wondering how he could 

help, quickly devised a plan to 

provide packed lunches for 

any child who needed one. In 

under 24 hours, they had set 

up two schemes to help local 

families struggling to put food 

on the table over the 

holidays. Town Councillor 

Rizvana, who runs the Chippy 

Larder social enterprise, 

set about sourcing food, 

to give families in need a 

food box full of staple 

items. Messages about the 

boxes and The Theatre’s free lunches were quickly sent to 

local families through school newsletters from Holy Trinity, St 

Mary’s and Chipping Norton School and via Chippy Larder’s 

Facebook page. In all, 132 local families got in touch to ask for 

a box. 

As well as basics such as pasta, baked beans, pasta sauce 

and breakfast cereal, boxes contained some treats such as 

crisps and chocolate, thanks to the Oxfordshire charity 

Thrive. Also on offer was an array of donated fresh fruit and 

veg – thanks to the Co-op for the bananas! For easy 

distribution, Chippy Larder set up shop in the Leisure Centre, 

with help again from the brilliant team there. At The Theatre, 

Will Treasure and the team gave away 80 packed lunches for 

any child who needed one during half term. Thanks to Chippy 

Larder and The Theatre for stepping up so quickly! NB Chippy 

Larder is now based at the Guildhall, currently with extended 

opening hours – open Fridays and Saturdays between 12 and 

3pm. In early November, the Government, under more 

pressure from Marcus Rashford and the public, decided to 

provide free meal support in the Christmas holidays for 

disadvantaged children alongside their holiday activity 

schemes. 

Who’s doing what at Council 
As agreed in October, Chipping Norton Town 

Council has now ‘streamlined’ their 

previous nine Committees down to 

three. The aim is to reduce meeting and 

secretariat time, free officers’ time to 

deal with frequent small issues, and 

increase councillors’ time for strategy 

projects, new initiatives and more formal 

community interaction. The Committees, which are already 

meeting (with confirmed membership), are  

• Finance and Resources (next meeting 2 December) – to 

include finance, policies, HR issues, health and safety, and 

community and visitor communications. (Cllrs 

Butterworth, Coleman, Jarratt, Mazower, Poole, Tysoe) 

• Community (next meeting 9 December) – to include 

community buildings and spaces such as the Town Hall, 

recreation and sports grounds, Pool Meadow and 

cemetery. Also included are partnerships and voluntary 

sector support, grants, festivals and events, facilitating 

greener and healthy lifestyle, and other projects (Cllrs 

Carter, Coleman, Graves, Mazower, Poole, Tuckwell)  

• Strategic Planning (met on 12 November) – about 

regeneration, town growth and sustainability, to include 

planning, town centre improvement, enterprise support, 

Neighbourhood Plan, East Chipping Norton, 

infrastructure and traffic/transport (Cllrs Butterworth, 

Graves, Heyes, Mazower, Walker)  

The Town Clerk will publish future dates for meetings up to 

April (the end of the Council year). Currently all meetings are 

still via Zoom but public can ‘attend’ and observe by 

requesting password access through the Town Clerk. The next 

full Town Council meeting (always 3rd Monday each month) is 

at 7.15pm on Monday 21 December. The agenda will be 

posted in advance at www.chippingnortontowncouncil.co.uk. 

Chippy’s infrastructure cash 
There remain big questions on how Chipping Norton, with 

big housing growth at East Chipping Norton, will fund town-

wide infrastructure improvements, particularly town centre 

parking. WODC is asking for our views again – this time on 

how it secures developer contributions such as through 

Section 106. WODC have already proposed that the new 

Community Infrastructure Levy (a £ per sq m charge on all 

development) should not apply to East CN as it would ‘render 

the development unviable’. That leaves S106 planning 

obligations, but rules say such money can only be sought for 

infrastructure that is ‘necessary, directly related and fair in 

scale to the development’ for example, affordable housing, 

education, recreation, community facilities and health care. In 

their Draft Developer Contributions document, WODC 

make no mention of funding town-wide infrastructure, already 

under strain as the Town grows.  

Let WODC have your views before 21 December. The 

document can be found at the WODC website 

ww.westoxon.gov.uk under Consultations. 

What do Chippy Allotment holders 
read in their sheds?   
Weeders Digest 

What’s wobbles in a pram outside 
Mr Simms sweet shop?    
A jelly baby 

Top: Theatre Technician 
Ashley Napier distributes 
packed lunches. Left: Will 
James & Lewis Brain with 
Chippy Larder food boxes 

at the Leisure Centre
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Update from Health Centre 
Chipping Norton Health Centre continues to be very busy – 

particularly now winter is here. Through the Covid challenges, 

everyone has adapted to new ways of working. Patient 

Services Manager, Kristina Chodyniecki asked the News to say 

a ‘huge thank you to the local community, the Centre’s staff, 

their families and all who have supported us, and will continue 

to into 2021’. She mentioned the successful Flu Clinics (so far 

4000 patients), where, after early technical glitches, the 

automated phone system for bookings allowed reception staff 

to deal with people ringing for other clinical care. Kris 

reported positive feedback about these clinics and the helpful, 

welcoming team – thanks to volunteers from the PPG, St 

Mary’s Church, Lions and WI. More flu clinics, for all eligible 

patients, including the 50-65 age group, are likely to be 

scheduled in coming weeks. Plans for local Covid vaccinations 

are progressing. Please wait for announcements. 

There has also been close work with community services, 

great support from Highlands Age Concern, the Chippy 

Villager bus service, and volunteers doing medicine deliveries 

‘with a smile’, particularly in the first lockdown. Kristina paid 

tribute to the service from the Centre’s staff, where issues 

such as self-isolation by working parents have caused 

disruptions. Peter Branson, from the Centre’s Patient 

Participation Group, also thanked all the volunteers, and asked 

patients and public to keep up to date as much as possible 

using media, NHS websites and the Health Centre’s own 

website. Please also see the PPG’s facebook page. Peter 

welcomes constructive feedback about the local services. 

Vintage at The Cotswolds Gem 
It’s always good to hear 

of a new business in 

these days of shops 

shutting down. So the 

News was pleased to 

know of an interesting 

new enterprise, open 

seven days a week from 

11-4, at Cotswold Hills 

Country Park, opposite 

Wigwam Storage on the 

Hook Norton turn. The Cotswolds Gem sells all things 

vintage, from antiques, shabby chic, curios, boutique, gifts, 

Frenchic paint and much else besides. You can see the variety 

of stock on offer on their Facebook page and, in case 

lockdown does not end on 2 December, Cotswolds Gem 

operates a Click and Collect system. Besides selling a wide 

range of beautiful items, the store offers free parking for all 

customers and wheelchair access. If you have any enquiries, 

What did Santa say to Mrs Claus 
on Chippy Market Day?  
It looks like rain, dear 

Why do Chippy’s Railway Club eat 
toffee on the Santa Special?   
Because it’s a chew chew train 

In The Last Days of The Family Doctor, 
Bruce tells of his medical family background, 

serving in the Navy and his medical training in 

Birmingham where he met Sheila, one of the 

few women medical students. Both were GPs 

in Chippy for years, with Bruce also doctor to 

Kingham Hill School and Parker Knoll. He 

describes performing anaesthetics, setting 

fractures and caring for Chippy hospital in-

patients. His ‘Chippy babes’ included several 

complicated cases; he mentions delivering a 

Spanish lion tamer’s partner, rewarded with a 

trip to Chipperfield’s Circus. There are tales of 

attending road accidents, being Deputy 

Coroner and developing the new Horsefair surgery. On 

their retirement in 1989, Bruce relates some amusing 

moments of a three-month Australian trip visiting their 

daughter’s family. Nearly 30 years of energetic charity and 

community work followed – with their greatest legacy to 

the Town probably Highlands (the Parkers’ former home) as 

a centre for older people on Burford Road. Bruce was active 

in Bliss Probus Club, British Legion, Stroke 

Club, Oxford Association for the Blind, Round 

Table and Rotary – and, with Sheila, helped 

take disabled people on many holiday 

adventures to Europe. Always with an eye to 

help anyone, his garage stored mobility aids 

and stairlifts and Bruce was still pushing his 

wheelbarrow with equipment for Highlands, 

or someone in need, well into his 80s. 

Sheila’s own memoir, Was That The Bell? 
includes more of their family life with three 

children in Chippy since 1958 – first living 

‘above the shop’ with a small baby. She tells of 

being an extra receptionist, an anaesthetist and 

the only female GP in Chippy for years. Her accounts range 

from severe medical emergencies and being a Guide leader 

to shops in the town centre, and family holidays. Both books 

leave you amazed at the extraordinary energy and work of 

this couple but also their great memories. Reflections on the 

changing face of medicine also provide much food for 

thought. The reader is left pondering lives very well lived. 

Chippy’s medical memoirs 
For a recent history of Chipping Norton and its medical services we can now enjoy two autobiographies from 

former GPs ‘The Doctors Parker’. Dr Sheila wrote hers in 2008, then on Dr Bruce’s death in 2018, Sheila discovered 
his own written notes – so collated them into a book as a tribute

In 1998, Bruce was awarded a very well deserved MBE – which he and many others felt should be shared with Sheila. Both               
Drs Parker were made Honorary Citizens of the Town in 2008. Sheila has supplies of both books for sale at £10 each with all 

profits going to Highlands. Email chippymail@aol.com to order a copy. 
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owner Jim Driscoll and his most friendly staff are there to 

help.  We wish them luck. Contact details for the Cotswolds 

Gem are T: 07719 105777 or E. thecotswoldsgem@gmail.com.  

Up front & fabulous! 
Up Front & Fabulous, a ‘silver 

generation’ female-led start-up 

based in Swerford, launched a 

crowdfunding campaign called 

Indiegogo in November. The three 

64-year-old founders, Lucy Kowol, 

Bridget Townsend and Giles Tilley 

have been friends for over 40 years 

and are determined to give women a 

better choice in front fastening bras 

by setting up a company to do just 

that. Managing Director Lucy runs a company in Swerford that 

manufactures goods for the non-destructive testing industry 

– so this is something of a departure for her! Lucy explained 

the case for the success of the new venture: ‘We are 

continually asked why front-fastening bras? We think the real 

question is why back-fastening bras? Our market research 

showed there are 58 million Google results for “how to” put 

on bras plus over a million instructional videos. Seriously, 

should it really be that difficult?’ 

Their new crowdfunding campaign, to help fund the start of 

supply and manufacturing, is seeking enthusiastic donors who believe 

in the team’s mission. Lucy said, ‘We didn’t envisage launching a start-

up in our 60s but it’s never too late to change something that’s in dire 

need of it. As the world faces immense challenges, we want to bring 

simplicity and beauty into the lives of women. We look forward to 

providing a helping hand’. Their aim is for a 21st century company and 

brand that is respectful and ethical, with flexible working, diversity and 

inclusion. For more on the crowdfunding, contact Lucy via 

lucinda.kowol@upfrontandfabulous.com or 07734 008080. For 

company and product information look at Up Front & Fabulous on 

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

Season’s greetings from Lido 
At the time of writing, swimmers are again unable to use any 

swimming pools! While the Lido wouldn’t be open now anyway, 

seeing other lidos closed again and, locally, having the indoor 

swimming option removed, reminds us just how important 

swimming is for mental and physical wellbeing. The Lido team 

are busy planning for all eventualities, so that whatever 

restrictions apply by the spring, they can welcome everyone 

back in the best way. Meanwhile, renovations are ongoing and 

the Lido will share more news of these in the New Year. Many 

thanks for everyone’s support in 2020, by swimming during the 

strange, shortened season and/or donating via 

www.totalgiving.co.uk or when shopping online with the 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk tool. The Lido team wish readers a 

fun and safe festive season, and a happy and healthy 2021. 

Claire Williamson 

Choose your Christmas tree!  
In recent years many local families have 

made a pre-Christmas pilgrimage, often 

with children in tow, to visit the family-run 

Charlbury Christmas Trees ‘plantation’ at 

Halcyon Honey Farm just outside the 

town. Choosing and cutting down ‘their’ 

tree to take home, has become a bit of a 

social occasion. Janet Burroughs, with 

Geoffrey, Stephen and all their helpers, 

have made the experience a happy occasion. But this year, 

with Covid risks, Janet told the News they’d thought long and 

hard about what to do. They decided not to disappoint us – 

but this year you can visit on only one of three December 

weekends, and the aim is simply to get a freshly cut tree safely 

and quickly. There’s no booking, but there’ll be distanced 

queues, screens, group restrictions, one-way systems and a 

request to choose a tree quickly and remove it on the same 

visit. Janet stressed that this year it’s strictly ‘just retail’ and 

not a social occasion! Customers can ‘wander’ but are asked 

to keep children under control! They want to welcome 

customers back this year … but safely please! (See advert p7). 

Looking forward at Library 
In line with government regulations, Chipping Norton Library 

closed in November. All loans have been extended to January 

2021 so keep your loans until then if you wish, without 

incurring fines. If you prefer to return your books, you can 

post them through the library letterbox at the left of the main 

entrance. Returned items will be quarantined for at least 3 

days prior to check-in so they will remain on your account 

during that period. The largest 14 branches in Oxfordshire 

were offering pre-booked computer sessions, pre-booked 

Click & Collect item collection and pre-booked reservation 

collections. They include Banbury, Bicester, Witney, Kidlington 

and Oxford County. To pre-book a computer, order Click & 

Collect items or make title reservations, please call 01865 

897811 or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraryclickandcollect. 

Chippy’s library team are crossing their fingers for reopening 

on 3 December! Any updates will be displayed on the library 

door and online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.  

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas from Kate, Ceri 

and Sally. Hope to see you soon. 

Sally Moore – Library Manager 

Why do Top School’s teachers have 
to wear sunglasses?  
Their students are too bright 

Surinderpal Singh 
Solicitor 

Wills, Trusts, Probate              
& Capacity advice 

Whichford 01608 684 860  
07542 00 00 80 

amrittrust@iamlaw.co.uk
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Robert ‘Chunky’ Townley 1942–2020 
Born in Chippy on 22 April 1942, son 

to Joe and Marge, and brother to 

Anne, Chunky spent all his life living 

in the Town. He attended Chippy 

Grammar School and went on to 

work with his dad in the family 

building business, eventually taking up 

the reins when Joe retired early. 

Chunky was an active community 

member and served Chippy on the 

District Council between 2006 and 

2010, during which time he chaired 

the Hospital Action Group. During his life, he played in goal 

for local football clubs, played squash at the Regent Club and 

was both Captain and President of Chippy Golf Club. He was 

always happy to chat and show interest in what others were 

doing. Many remember him as a gentle giant, with a big heart 

and a big smile. Chunky passed away peacefully on 26 

September aged 78. Loving husband to Carol, dad to Sarah, 

Caroline and David, much loved grandad and great grandad, he 

will be missed by all. The family would like to thank all those 

who came out on the streets of Chippy to pay their respects 

to his funeral cortège, and those who have sent cards, flowers, 

or made donations to Myeloma UK. 

Carol, Sarah, Caroline & David  

Sarah Louise Townsend 1982–2020 
A Goodbye to Sarah. On Tuesday 27 

October, the day of Sarah’s funeral, many 

of Chipping Norton’s streets came to a 

standstill. It was moving, emotional and 

beautiful. The procession and service felt 

so full of love and respect for a special 

person. Hundreds lined the streets: 

shopkeepers, garage staff, Cotswold 

Carriers staff (where she worked), 

hairdressers and too many to mention 

who knew Sarah well. From all the stages 

of her life, everyone came out and the Town stopped for a 

short while – from Sarah's house to the edge of Chipping 

Norton and beyond. London Road, where she used to live, 

was especially emotional with lots of familiar faces and great 

to see the nurses out at the hospital. The hearse passed 

through slowly, with her beautiful wicker coffin and stunning 

flowers. The determination to give Sarah the send-off she 

deserved, despite rain and pandemic restrictions. was 

everywhere to be seen. People came out to show their love 

to the family and express their grief the only way they could. 

She was so cruelly taken from us, from her community that 

loved her, far too soon after a short ten-month battle with 

cancer. I hope Sarah saw and felt all the love. Glamorous to 

the end, there was so much animal print and colour amongst 

the sombre respectful black. Because that's what Sarah did, 

she brightened us all up. I feel so lucky to have known and 

loved Sarah, something I’ve heard a lot from her other close 

friends. So much love to Nick and their beautiful children 

(Elphia and Rafe), to Julie, Mick, Darren, Lisa and all the family. 

Laetisia Carter 

Family Thanks. Thank you everyone from Sarah’s family 

for all the support and many other things they have 

done for us over the last 10 months, we are so lucky to 

have such wonderful people in our lives. 

Julie Townsend 

Tributes to Old Friends 
Following the two short notices last month, the News Team is pleased to publish these personal 

and family tributes sent to us for this edition
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Poppy Appeal 
In spite of Lockdown and the latest Covid restrictions, 

Chipping Norton’s branch of the British Legion were able to 

lead this year’s more limited Remembrance events. A 

successful Poppy Shop launched the Appeal in the Crown & 

Cushion on 31 October and tickets for a magnificent Raffle, 

led by Appeal organiser Carol Peachey, have been selling fast 

(draw now on 6 December). Legion sweetheart Lula May sang 

40s songs at the hotel entrance. Jackie Tinkham raised £200 

from poppy mask sales, and Jo Blagden £150 from her 

homemade cheesecake raffle. Well done all.  

Remembrance Sunday 

On Sunday 8 

November a simple 

Act and Service of 

Remembrance with 

Committee mem-

bers (pictured) took 

place behind closed 

doors at St Mary’s 

Church – led by 

vicar Revd James 

Kennedy. A simple 

service, readings, the Ode and Exhortation, also saw the 

Legion lay their wreath inside the Church. The Act was 

streamed live on St Mary’s YouTube channel. Afterwards, 

wreaths were received from the Deputy Lord Lieutenant and 

the Town Mayor Georgia Mazower to lay inside the church. 

Around the Town, others stood in silence – pictured opposite 

are members of the Fire Service at Burford Road. 

Armistice Day 
Armistice Day, on Wednesday 11 November (11am on the 

11th day of the 11th month) saw a very well attended short 

service and two minutes silence, with presenting of wreaths 

at the Town War Memorial. Legion Chairman Steve Kingsford 

told the story of Private George Cox, a Chipping Norton man 

whose details have only recently been researched. St Mary’s 

Curate Tony Artis led prayers, and Legion President Linda 

Maia e Silva led the Act of Remembrance. Wreaths were laid 

from the County’s High Sheriff, County Council, Town 

organisations (including the Legion, Probus, Freemasons, the 

WI, Fire and Rescue Service, Penhurst Place, Town Council, 

and Police), and RAF Brize Norton. There was a large 

respectful (and socially distanced) gathering of around 60. 

Legion Chairman Steve Kingsford was delighted at the 

turnout, and thanked all for coming and those who helped at 

LOCAL NEWS

the event including Peta and Richard Simmons for the PA 

system. Afterwards, Legion members walked to the Town 

Cemetery to lay crosses on Commonwealth War Graves. 

High Sheriff Amanda Ponsonby (pictured presenting her 

wreath) later told the News, ‘The British Legion did so well to 

arrange the event. Not easy in these strange times but 

hardships during both World Wars were much more difficult 

and sadder. It was very moving to see how many people 

turned up’. 

Council’s wreath at Memorial 
At the 11 November War Memorial ceremony, it appeared 

that no Chipping Norton Town Council representative had 

been nominated to attend and present the official wreath. This 

caused confusion and considerable disappointment (see 

letters). The Mayor, Georgia Mazower, had previously 

attended the Legion’s Poppy Appeal event and presented the 

wreath at St Mary’s Church for the Sunday Remembrance 

Day service. She subsequently apologised for the confusion 

and for not attending at the War Memorial, and was writing 

to the Legion Chairman. She stressed (in a Facebook post) 

she was, ‘deeply committed to the honouring of the brave 

men and women who have served their country, especially 

those from Chipping Norton who made the ultimate 

sacrifice.’ In the event, at the War Memorial, Councillor and 

former Mayor Mike Tysoe, attending personally at the 

ceremony, volunteered to lay the Town Council wreath.  

In the subsequent Town Council meeting on Monday 16 

November, Louise Steele (a locum consultant acting as Clerk 

at this meeting) read a public statement apologising about the 

matter. She said the lack of representation on the day had 

been ‘a matter of great regret’ and that absolutely no 

disrespect was meant. It was noted that the situation with 

temporary staff (there is also a part-time locum covering a 

vacancy for a permanent Town Clerk), together with Covid 

remote working, had been contributory factors. 

Communication and other processes would be addressed. No 

further questions were taken. 

Chipping Norton remembers
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Chippy Larder news update 
‘Chipping In’ is a new campaign as part of The Chippy 

Larder’s exciting Christmas plans. Local hospitality businesses 

can be paid to provide healthy cooked meals for households 

struggling over the Christmas holidays – helping both those 

who work in hospitality and families who might find 

Christmas a difficult time. The Larder is looking for local 

restaurants and food establishments to partner with, 

sponsorship from local businesses, and donations from the 

public to make this event a success. Jonathan Harris-Bass and 

Simon Worne are running a marathon on 29 November along 

the Thames Path in aid of ‘Chipping In’. Donations can be 

made via their Just Giving page.  

A Christmas pop-up gift shop, hosted by The Chippy 

Larder, is to enable families facing financial difficulties obtain 

new toys and gifts from Santa. Please can anyone who can 

afford one extra present for a child of any age bring a gift to 

The Guildhall on any Friday or Saturday 12-3pm up to 12 

December. The pop-up shop will be ‘invite only’ using referrals 

from schools and other town organisations.   

Our community food larder, to cope with demand and 

safety, is now open from noon until 3pm every Friday and 

Saturday at the Guildhall. Membership is currently at capacity 

for these hours but may be extended in the future. The Larder 

is hopeful that WODC will extend their Guildhall room 

licence for at least the next six months as it can’t think of a 

better use for The Guildhall! 

More volunteers are welcome if you can spare time to 

make a difference to our community. Help is especially needed 

to unload food pallets each Thursday. The Larder hopes to 

restart the popular car boot sales from March 2021. To help or 

find out about projects email thechippylarder@gmail.com or 

visit its ‘Just Giving’ pages to donate.  

Rizvana Poole & The Chippy Larder team 

Community Foodbank 
The North Oxfordshire Community Foodbank, based at 

Chipping Norton Baptist Church, will continue to operate on 

Mondays at the Church from 10-11.30am. A big thank you to 

the volunteers who have helped with the Foodbank and thank 

you to the local businesses and those in our community who 

have donated food over recent months. For any information 

contact Stephanie Risi on 07342 127778. 

Mary’s Meals and support 
Free frozen meals cooked by Wild Thyme are being delivered 

to those affected by the current lockdown, and will be 

available until Christmas. If you or someone you know is 

finding it difficult to access or fund food, then please do get in 

touch by calling the St Mary’s Church Office number 01608 

646202 where the team can register you for a delivery. If you 

are also feeling lonely, don’t feel you have to cope alone. Call 

and they will put you in touch with people who can help 

Highlands Age Concern 
The Day Centre hopes to open before 

Christmas. Meanwhile, the team are 

there for anyone needing support for 

transport to local GP appointments, 

dentists, physio etc. and hospitals 

further afield. Call 01608 643320 for 

Joyce and the Team at Age Concern Chipping Norton. 

Other local support contacts 
Mental health support Oxfordshire Mind – 01865 247788; 

Talking Space plus – self referral for talking therapy 01865 

901222; Samaritans 116123; CALM helpline for men 5pm – 

midnight 0800 585858.  

Help for the elderly Age UK Oxfordshire 01865 411288; 

Silverline info, friendship and advice for older people 0800 

4708090.  

General local help WODC Helpline 01993 861077 or 

community.support@westoxon.gov.uk (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm). 

WODC info and benefits 01993 861030; CN Town Council 

01608 642341; facebook – chippingnortonhelp and 

oxfordshireallin; www.zipround.co.uk.  

Domestic Abuse Oxon – 0800 731 0055; National 24 hr – 

0808 2000 247 

Here to help this Christmas 
Chipping Norton’s community support – from businesses, charities and volunteers – is here to 

help. Here are some updates and useful contacts.

Rizvana Poole & John Busby, GLL Partnership Manager West 
Oxon and Chippy Larder Trustee pictured in the Guildhall
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It’s reported by Helen & Douglas 
House who help terminally ill children, 

that Santa is leaving the North Pole early. 

Why not stay fit and healthy by exercising 

and getting Santa to the local hospice? 

Record your miles now, up to 19 December and pledge a 

target mileage to walk, cycle, scoot, hop, skip or run! Register 

at racefromthenorthpole.blackbaud-sites.com/ Buy their 

Christmas cards online –  see helenanddouglas.org.uk. The 

more you buy, the more children you help. 

Blue Cross cares for more than 40,000 pets 

every year – finding them new homes, funding 

essential veterinary treatment and resolving 

behavioural issues. By purchasing from their 

shop or website you can help change even 

more pets’ lives. The site is packed with 

Christmas cards, calendars and festive fun with gifts for 

everyone. www.bluecross-shop.co.uk 

Help support the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society by buying a second-hand book for 

50p (or donating one!) at Chippy’s West 

Street News. By 2025, the Society aims to be 

in final stages of testing treatments that slow or stop disability 

progression. Covid has slowed progress, but stopping MS is 

within their grasp. £100 million could see no-one worrying 

about their MS getting worse. www.mssociety.org.uk 

Thrive North Ox provides practical 

support for children of struggling 

families in North Oxfordshire who, 

for whatever reason, have a genuine, 

urgent need – for basics such as toiletries, a bed to sleep on, 

basic clothing (that most of us take for granted) or a rug to 

cover a bare floor following a sudden home move. Donate at 

the Co-op’s drop-off point or via thrive-northox.co.uk 

Sunshine Cat Rescue have an on-line 

shop to help raise funds. Even in these 

difficult times, spare a thought for the 

cats and kittens they’re trying to help. 

Maybe you could set up a monthly 

payment or join the 200 Club prize draw 

for £5 a month. You can donate cat food 

and/or toys in the Co-op foyer. With any online purchases – 

including supermarkets – if you nominate Sunshine Cat 

Rescue at easyfundraising.org.uk or giveasyoulive.com the 

retailer will make a free donation. 

www.sunshinecatrescue.org.uk 

Celebrate Christmas with Sue Ryder 
Advent calendars, Christmas cards, tree 

decorations, garlands, festive lighting, 

stocking fillers, home and garden accessories, and gifts with 

100% of profits providing palliative, neurological and 

bereavement support. See shop.sueryder.org/christmas 

A Charitable Christmas 
The impact of lockdown and Covid-19 on donations to local charities has been huge. Why not 

support them and their shops this Christmas?

Katharine House Hospice 
KHH has launched its Christmas 

Appeal to help provide care for 

local families facing their last 

Christmas with loved ones with 

a life-limiting illness. They are aiming to raise £65,000, the cost 

of running the hospice over the festive period. Justine 

Williams, Director of Fundraising, said: ‘Even a small gift will 

really help make a difference. The Hospice’s finances have 

been badly hit by the pandemic (even more with our shops 

closed) so we again need the kind support of our generous 

community’. There’s also a jam-packed series of 12 fun and 

festive fundraising events throughout December: the 12 Days 

of Christmas. They’ve been planned carefully. You can choose 

any, knowing it’s safe, with many designed for doing at home. 

You can test general knowledge skills in a Big Quiz, challenge 

friends and family to a post lockdown charity shop Christmas, 

or indulge in a Christmas cocktail or curry.  

The annual and much-loved Lights of Love service takes 

place at the hospice on 15 December but streamed online. 

On 22 December, a wide range of local musical talent will also 

be live-streamed for a special Christmas Appeal concert. The 

ever-popular Santa Fun Run takes place on 13 December, but, 

this year, with Covid-19 restrictions, you choose from three 

virtual challenges hopefully suitable for everyone. The Santa 

Fun Run raises much-needed funds – this year even more 

than ever. To donate to the Christmas Appeal see 

www.khh.org.uk/appeal and for fundraising events see 

www.khh.org.uk/12days. 

Lawrence Home Nursing Team 
2020 has been difficult for all charities and 

the Lawrence Home Nursing Team is no 

exception. The team of nurses has had to 

adapt to rapidly changing government 

guidelines to care for patients safely. 

Demand for services has never been 

greater. Indeed, July, August and September 

2020 were the busiest months ever faced by the Team. In part, 

this is after taking on care of Deddington’s end of life patients, 

as well as an increase in demand for home hospice care. 

Whilst costs have risen, income has dropped and the 

challenge has been to manage financial constraints whilst 

maintaining service quality. Thanks to support from the 

community, donors, some grant funding and virtual 

fundraising, the Team believe they will succeed in raising much 

needed funds. 

There is still time to support the Christmas campaigns; you 

can nominate Lawrence Home Nursing Team to win a £1,000 

donation by visiting www.ecclesiastical.com/movement-for-

good/12 days and to pledge your support of the ‘Care in the 

Community’ campaign on the BigGive platform by visiting 

donate.thebiggive.org.uk/campaign. 

Christmas and greetings cards are still available from The 

Midcounties Co-operative and Post Office in Chipping 

Norton and Chadlington Quality Foods. At £5 per pack all 

proceeds go to LHNT. Mixed packs of cards from previous 

years (£3 per pack of 8 cards) are also available. Phone 01608 

684475 to arrange delivery. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~
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Time for new carol traditions? 
On Christmas Eve the carol singers set out on their 
annual pilgrimage round the village. By the light of the 
lanterns the white music sheets fluttered in the icy 
wind, and the sound of the singing rose like 
incense to the thousands of stars above...  This 

seasonal account of the fictional village of Fairacre 

by beloved writer Miss Read could have been 

echoed in our own lives: the Lawrence Team on 

Chippy’s Town Hall steps, primary school choirs at 

Christmas in Chippy or Carols On The Stocks on 

Chadlington’s village green. Current restrictions may 

even encourage us to start new traditions with our 

favourite carols sung at home and on our doorsteps – 

and don’t forget, science says singing makes us happier! 

Your ‘Chippy at Home’ carol project 
Whether a household, following the rule of six, or your 

bubble, a home carol singing project could become a new fun 

way of coming together. Try setting 

aside 15-20 minutes after 

supper for weekly carol 

practice, and unless you have a 

resident accompanist, there 

are wonderful backing tracks 

instantly ‘downloadable’. For 

piano accompaniment try 

Christmas Carols in Comfortable 

Keys (on Amazon). Or for church 

organ, instrumental ensemble or 

full orchestra, there’s an easy-to-navigate Christmas Karaoke 

site tistheseasonto.be/carols/. Whether learning new carols or 

brushing up old favourites, try your own Christmas Carol 

Concert round your tree, or even dare a socially distanced 

doorstep sing-a-long. Add the wine and mince pies and let the 

sound of your singing rise to those thousand stars above! 

Chippy’s favourite carols 
What to sing? We had some great 

responses to our request for your 
favourite carols 

O Come All Ye Faithful – Holy Trinity 

Head Teacher Lorna Buchanan: ‘so 

uplifting and reminds me of celebrating 

Midnight Mass as a child with my 

parents’. 

O Little Town of Bethlehem – Our High 

Sheriff Amanda Ponsonby: ‘one of the first I 

remember learning by heart. It conjures up a 

beautiful image of the nativity; full of 

messages of how to lead our lives.’ 

Calypso Carol – ‘See him lying on a bed of straw’ – Town Cllr 

and former Mayor Jo Graves: ‘It gives me tingles; always sung 

by St Mary's School children at their Christmas Carol Service. 

I can hear their voices and see happy smiling faces.’ 

Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah – not a carol as 

such, but Mayor Georgia Mazower asked for it to 

be allowed – after hearing the latest great news 

about a new vaccine!  

In the Bleak Midwinter – News reader Susannah 

said: ‘My father’s favourite too. Back to my 

childhood hearing my younger brother as a 

chorister at Christchurch Cathedral Oxford singing it 

as a solo. The beautiful music and words move me to 

tears.’  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – Liz Ashdowne loves this 

Advent carol: ‘brings back memories of hearing my brother 

and dad (who was a teacher) sing in the school choir’. 

Silent Night – Emma Cattell: ‘It makes me feel lovely and 

calm’. 

See also Churches page 20 for details of carol events

CAROLS AT CHRISTMAS

1. In Love, Actually, when Mark holds up signs indicating 

his love for Juliet (Keira Knightley), which carol 

is playing? 

2. In Home Alone, which song does Kevin 

McCallister play to trick the burglars into 

thinking there’s a house party? 

3. In the first Simpsons episode, which carol 

does Bart sing rude lyrics to in the school 

choir? 

4. Which carol does Mr Bean conduct to a brass 

band, in Merry Christmas Mr Bean? 

5. In A Muppet Christmas Carol, after Scrooge 

admonishes charity collectors, an innocent bunny sings 

which carol (before being hit by a wreath)?  

'Wassail Wassail, all over the Town' this Christmas 
This year with public carol singing restricted, the News Team and local 

readers have some suggestions!

Now you’re in singing mode – Why not try this Quiz? 
Christmas Music in Film & TV  

6. In the Black Mirror episode White Christmas, which 

Answers on p26

Christmas pop hit plays on the radio 

whilst Joe (Rafe Spall) sits in his 

kitchen, seemingly for eternity? 

7. Which film released last year, starring 

Emilia Clarke, shares its name with 

a 1984 hit? 

8. In Die Hard, after defeating some 

terrorists, which song plays as John 

McClane is reunited with his wife? 

9. Which song do Buddy and Jovie 

unwittingly sing a duet of, in Elf? 
10. At the end of A Charlie Brown Christmas, children 

sing which carol during the credits?
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The Holly and the Ivy 
For as long as I can remember there has been one supreme 

Christmas carol for me, The Holly and the Ivy. I grew up in a 

rather bleak un-beautiful part of London, 

and this carol spoke to me as a child of a 

completely different world: a world 

where the rising sun revealed green 

woods, an earth covered in snow, and 

deer racing across an open hillside. I had 

never seen such a world before, but now 

I saw it in my mind, and would never 

forget it. But the joy of these words first 

came not from reading but from singing 

them, to the exhilarating melody which 

turns out to be surprisingly easy to sing; 

it is the kind of music that, whenever you 

hear it, you can scarcely resist adding 

your voice to it. It was many years before 

I began to think about the religious 

symbolism in the words, but when I read 

them now, I see that they rise to quite a 

high level of poetry. They evoke plants 

and colours with sharp physical reality, 

while clearly suggesting something 

mysterious and spiritual underneath, 

inviting us to see God revealed in nature. It is for this reason 

that The Holly and the Ivy most perfectly encapsulates the 

Christmas message for me. The words were printed in the 

nineteenth century, but the music was first set down by the 

great collector of folk music, Cecil Sharp, around the year 

1900; in fact Sharp first heard and transcribed it in Chipping 

Camden. It seems extraordinary that wonderful music like 

this existed not on records or on paper, but in the memories 

of ordinary people, who kept it alive simply by singing it every 

Christmas, in their simpler, more innocent world.           

Peter Whitfield  

Lully lullay – and many more! 
My favourite carol is The Coventry Carol, Lully lullay. Many 

years of singing this in choirs, especially unaccompanied, made 

it a very moving piece to sing. The 

other favourite is O Little Town of 
Bethlehem – original tune. As a child 

my parents lived in Basrah, Iraq. I used 

to fly from boarding school in England 

to Basrah for Christmas. Every 

December, IPC hired a KLM super-

constellation plane and flew about 80 

expat children over with a stopover 

in Beirut!! While in Basrah I was asked 

to sing the page’s solo in Good King 
Wenceslas at the Anglican Church 

(Iraq was a tolerant country in the 

1950’s). And I clearly remember 

singing about the snow and heart 

growing fainter while the sun was 

beating down from an Iraqi sky. 

Strange. 

We sang at various Care Homes. 

One in High Wycombe is a special 

memory. We had a session with all the 

residents and afterwards were asked 

to sing to an old lady who was bed-bound in her room. We 

went in and asked her what she would like to sing and she 

said Away In A Manger. Well, not a dry eye in that room. 

Especially at ‘And stay by my side till morning is nigh’. Another 

memory is singing Once In Royal David’s City at a residential 

home for people with severe brain injuries. We asked one lady, 

who had a beautiful voice but couldn’t control volume or 

reactions to others, to sing the first verse a capella. She stood 

and sang in a high tremulous voice in perfect pitch and at the 

end of the verse, her fellow residents applauded. It was lovely. 

Colin Little 

 

 

 

CAROLS AT CHRISTMAS
Tales of Carol Singing 

Our request for Chippy’s favourite carols saw these wonderful reflections from three local 
residents. Many thanks to Alison, our (singing!) Arts Editor, plus Peter and Colin who are near 

neighbours in Coopers Square and love music, singing, poetry and literature.

Once in Royal David’s City 
So difficult in some 65 years of Christmas carol 

singing to choose one favourite tune or one special 

memory. Singing at home round the piano? House to 

house carolling with friends and neighbours?  

Midnight carol concerts on Christmas Eve in our 

ancient church by candlelight? Recording songs for 

Advent and Christmas with Royal Holloway 

University Chapel Choir? Voices Unlimited in 

Charlbury lifting off the roof of the Quaker Meeting 

House? Perhaps the memory of singing the first 

verse solo of Once in Royal David’s City in the newly-

consecrated Guildford Cathedral (1961) is the 

highlight. I was only 13 and was chosen from the 

nine-voice school choir to head the procession of 

Cathedral choristers. How I managed to reach all 

the high notes I’ve no idea. Now I sing tenor parts!    

Alison Huitt 



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
 24

The trail starts in Middle Row at 

‘Bitter and Twisted’. With your back 

to the Town Hall set off towards 

Horsefair

1  What do Boo and Shake have in common?

2  Where might Santa knit his woolly jumper?

3  What colour is the wild pig?

Turn left 

4  Before The Chequers what 
was a long way from the sea?

Turn right along Spring Street

5  What a performance when a hundred of these 
built this citadel in 1888!

Walk back and turn right into Church 

Street

6  Santa will be busy going down nine of 
these.

7  Santa has left his outfit in which 
house on the left?

Carry on towards the church

8  Search the headstones by the 
path for the name of the Rat 
Catcher’s wife!

At this point look around to see if you can find 

this Santa look-a-like sheltering.

9  Before Diston’s Lane, St Mary’s has a room that 
remembers whom? 

10  Which Scottish island ahead of you is adrift in 
Chippy?

Carry on along Diston’s Lane to the arch

11  You’ll have to be up very early on which day of 
the week to post your letter to Santa?

12  Before it became Primitive, what was 
built in 1694?

Take each of the letters that fall on a colou
to make a well-known seasonal phrase!

For Trail answers see page 26

This
Follow the di
write them
on each lin

Take you
 The fi

(All subj

Enjoy a stroll 
round town 

this Christmas  
following our 

Treasure Trail!

13  Pass under the arch, look up behind you to see 
who built no 63 in 1635.

Carefully cross the road and walk up New Street

14  Who heads to court 
with a noisy cat?

15  What double is right in 
the middle of Status Quo 
and Radiohead? 

At the top, turn right into 

West Street

16  Which church displays the Christmas story?

17  At the roundabout, facing the king, who is the 
queen of French beers?

Cross the road

18  Whose arms are here?

Return back towards town.

19  What did Rev Stone discover that helps with a 
Christmas hangover?

20  What gets chased on Boxing Day?

21  The pillar tells us the name of the cross that 
used to stand where the Town Hall is now.

Look up from the Town Hall steps

22  Who built the arcade in 1890?

Walk left along Topside looking out for poppy 

number 2

23  What was the name of the Pilot in No 1 Wing?

24  The Crown might be sitting comfortably but 
which station has lost its clock?

The Pilot has a namesake who is a  

purveyor of treats!

Pop inside to see whether you are one of 

the first 10 to successfully complete the 

trail and claim your treasure!   

Good luck!
coloured square and rearrange  
e!

Write your  answers here (no spaces or hyphens)

This is no armchair quiz!  
he directions, find the answers to the clues, 
em in the chart and rearrange one letter  
 line to make a well-known seasonal phrase!
our completed trails to the final location.

e first 10 can claim a small Treasure! 

ubject to Covid related restrictions of course)
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CHURCHES AT CHRISTMAS

 
Baptist Church 
Services currently planned are: 

Sunday 13 December  

4pm Church Carol Service 4pm 

Monday 14 December  
11.30am Foodbank Carol Service  

Sunday 20 December 

10.30am  Advent Service  

Friday 25 December  

10am Christmas Morning Service  

 

 

Community Church 
Chipping Norton Community Church has 
a thriving church family of all ages. Normal 
Glyme Hall meetings are currently 
replaced by Zoom Sunday services.  Check 
chippingnorton.occ.org.uk/ for their latest 
plans for Christmas week 

 

 

Holy Trinity Church  (Roman Catholic) 
During Lockdown, the Church is open 
only for private prayer. Plans for Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day services will be 
announced nearer the time. See 
holytrinityrc-chippingnorton.com/ for 
latest newsletters.  

 

 

Methodist Church 
The main Christmas service in church will 
still be: 
Christmas Day – 10am Family Service 

Two Carol Services are planned – if not 
with singing then with listening and 
humming! – with capacity of 50 seats. 
Wednesday 16 December 10.30am 
Sunday 20 December 6pm.                                
Ticket only (must be booked beforehand) 
and masks required – 01608 643653 or 
martinhannant27@gmail.com.  
 

 
St Mary’s Church (Anglican) 
Christmas Eve  
11.30pm Midnight Communion   
Christmas Day  10.30am Family Service 
Limited numbers at both these services. 

Coming soon – A carol near you! 
With a normal Church carol service not 
possible, from 4-6pm on 20 December the 
St Mary’s team will bring the joy of hearing 
and singing carols to you! Check 
www.stmaryscnorton.com/christmas.php 
for locations and to request your favourite 
carol. Also see advert (p35) for the 
Christmas Nativity Trail.

What will Christmas look like this year? 
With only seven weeks to go (at the time of writing), I suppose I ought to give 

some thought to Christmas. Except it is hard to know what might or might not be 

permitted, how many family members might be able to gather, and whether it is 

worth stocking up on all the traditional food and drink! 

And yet. And yet, is that all Christmas is about? What if, just for once the focus was 

actually on the story at the heart of this festival? The coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ to earth. In this tale, we see a heavily pregnant Mary, together with Joseph, 

leaving their home in Nazareth to return to Bethlehem – a long and arduous 

journey, over difficult terrain. In the Judean desert the daytime sun can be quite hot, 

but when night falls the temperatures plummet. Wild beasts and outlaws were 

common and the couple would have needed to carry all the provisions required on 

their journey. Although the trusty donkey is never mentioned in any of the 

accounts, I like to think it would have been a valuable asset on this journey. 

Mostly at Christmas, we make room for all the relatives – bit of a squeeze, but we 

always get by. And returning to an ancestral home ought to have been no different, 

but Bethlehem was bursting at the seams. And just when you feel that innkeepers, 

angelic messengers and shepherds are beginning to fade into the background, there 

is the frightening prospect of a raging tyrant threatening to kill little children. So 

Mary and Joseph took the baby and fled to Egypt. 

What of those beyond our families, who will struggle this year? Spare a thought for 

new mothers facing childbirth alone. Think of all those who flee their home country  

to keep the family safe, and the dangers on the way. Remember the elderly in care 

homes whose confusion removes all they have known from their lives. Think of 

those obliged to work through Christmas with little thanks. It’s hard, in the great 

scheme of things, to moan too much about small deprivations when you are warm 

and clothed and fed. Instead, let’s give thanks for all we have and, where we can, 

support those in our communities who need extra help. 

With every blessing for the coming days 

Revd Rose Westwood,  

Methodist Church

The Churches in Chipping Norton wish you a 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

and welcome you to their services of worship 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  
currently planned 
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Starter:  Pear, Stilton and Walnut 
Tart 

Makes 6 small and delicious little tarts. Use 

readymade pastry or homemade (250g plain 

flour, 125g butter + one egg). Divide the 

pastry and line 6 small greased loose-

bottomed tins. Prick with a fork, line 

with greaseproof paper and half 

fill with baking beans. Bake in 

a hot 200C oven for 15-20 

mins. Reduce oven to 170C. 

Melt a knob of butter and 

some olive oil in a pan and 

gently fry 2-3 peeled and sliced pears for 1–2 minutes both 

sides, then drain on kitchen paper. Beat 2 eggs until 

smooth, then stir in 250g crème fraiche and 2-3 chopped 

fresh sage leaves. Divide 125g of Stilton (or any blue 

cheese) among the tarts. Add the pear and pour the egg 

mixture over, topping up where necessary. Sprinkle on the 

broken walnuts. Bake for 25-30 minutes until set. Leave to 

cool a little before removing from the tins. A light 

watercress or rocket salad is a good complement. 

Main Course: Duck, Venison                      
or Pheasant! 

Roast duck with cranberries. Make a stuffing by melting 

30g of butter in a pan. Add one sliced onion and cook until 

softened. Stir in 175g of fresh brown breadcrumbs, some 

chopped parsley, 125g cranberries, mixed spice, salt and 

pepper. Bind together with a beaten egg. Now take a duck 

and spoon the stuffing into the neck securing the end with 

a small skewer. Put the duck in a roasting tin at 200C 

breast-side down for about 25 minutes until golden brown. 

Pour off some of the fat and place on a rack in the roasting 

tin breast-side up for about another 20 minutes. Reduce 

temperature to 180C and cook for a further 1–11/2 hours. 

Make a gravy from a little duck fat, flour and stock. Serve 

with watercress and cranberry sauce. Yum yum!! 

Pot roast venison.  Make a marinade of 1/2 pint red wine, 

2tbs olive oil, zest of an orange and a lemon, crushed 

juniper berries, 6 peppercorns, 1 crushed garlic clove and 

thyme and parsley. Put a 3lb rolled shoulder of venison in 

the marinade and leave in fridge for 2-3 days turning 

occasionally. Melt 25g butter in a casserole dish and add 

carrots, onion, celery, beef stock, salt and pepper. Cook in 

oven at 160C for about three hours. Remove the venison 

from the casserole and heat the liquid on the hob having 

strained off the fat. Add 1tbs redcurrant jelly and reduce 

until syrupy. 

Normandy pheasant. Traditional in Normandy, this 

makes a delicious special meal. Take a brace of 

pheasant and divide into portions. Melt butter in 

a flameproof casserole dish and cook the 

pheasant pieces for 

about 5 minutes until 

brown. Remove the 

meat and add apples, 

celery and onion to the dish. Cook until 

soft. Add 1tbs flour and stir adding in 1/2 pt 

stock and 1/4 pt dry white wine. Stir until 

slightly thickened then add the pheasant and cook at 180C 

for about 11/2 hours until tender. Remove the meat from 

the casserole and keep warm. Strain the sauce into a 

saucepan and whisk in 1/4 pt of double cream. Spoon the 

sauce over the pheasant and serve immediately, garnished 

with apple rings and parsley.   

Pudding: Orange and Mincemeat 
Cheesecake 

For a slightly lighter pudding, try a citrus-fresh cheesecake 

appealing to all the family. You need a 8-12 inch loose-

bottomed cake tin, 250g ginger or 

digestive biscuits, 125g butter, 

600g cream cheese, 100g icing 

sugar, a medium jar of mincemeat 

and 5/6 oranges. Crush the biscuits 

and stir into a pan of melted butter. 

Spread over the base of the tin and 

firm down with the back of a spoon; 

place in the fridge to cool. Tip the 

cream cheese into a bowl, mix 

until creamy, adding icing sugar and as 

much mincemeat as you would like. Grate 

the zest and squeeze the juice from one orange, adding half 

to the biscuit base and half to the creamy mix. Fill the tin 

with the mixture. Peeling and segmenting the rest of the 

oranges, arrange on top or around the chilled cheesecake, 

maybe adding some grated chocolate and slivered almonds. 

Enjoy your cooking, have a happy Christmas – and 
maybe next year we’ll be back to normal! 

CHRISTMAS AT HOME
A festive lunch in Chippy – Home Alone? 

Numbers for lunch might be restricted this year – so the News Team’s Sue Hadland 
suggests a downsized main course and Judy Buckingham adds a starter and a pudding. Sue 
moved to a small Chippy house from one where she hosted large family Christmases. Her 

children eventually took over hosting but this year Sue says she looks to be planning 
Christmas for just two – but still with decorations, presents for others, and simple goodies 

for visitors like nuts, cheese, breads and olives. A large turkey is clearly a no no.                      
But first, Judy’s stunning starter: 
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Originally serialised in Punch Magazine in the late 19th century, 

The Diary of a Nobody by George & Weedon Grossmith is 

a witty account of the doings of Mr Pooter a clerk in the City. 

It is still a perfect example of the banalities of everyday life 

and their importance to their writer. 

With sadly no panto this year, 

who better to give us an 

irreverent take on traditional 

tales but Roald Dahl’s 
Revolting Rhymes illustrated 

by Quentin Blake? A parody of 

traditional folk tales in verse, 

Dahl gives a re-interpretation 

of six well-known fairy tales, 

featuring surprise endings in 

place of the traditional happily-

ever-after finishes. 

The Moon’s a Balloon and Bring on the Empty Horses, 
both by British actor David Niven whose  debonair charm 

conquered Hollywood. When you have ‘that’ conversation 

about who you would invite to have dinner with you, David 

would be right up there. Witty, suave, entertaining and a bit of 

a naughty boy! 

Kingsley Amis’s  Lucky Jim – a 

merciless classic 1950s’ satire of 

provincial college life sees anti-hero 

lecturer Dixon hilariously confront 

English bores, cranks, and neurotics 

to win the girl of his fancy. Amis may 

be a bit anarchic and slightly dated 

but will make you laugh, even in the 

21st century. The contributor’s 

original dog-eared copy is pictured 

– published in 1967 – and at price   

3 shillings and six pence clearly pre 

decimalisation! 

This is Going to Hurt: Secret Diaries of a Junior Doctor  
by Adam Kay. This doesn’t sound like the material for a 

humorous book, but Kay is a master of comedy. The book 

discusses difficult issues in the health system, some frustrating 

and sad, but Kay also incorporates humour and some 

hilarious personal stories about his time in obstetrics and 

midwifery in the NHS. 

The Innocent Anthropologist: Notes From a Mud Hut by 

Nigel Barley. Nigel spent two years among the Dowayo 

people in the Cameroons (1978-80) and produced a comic 

masterpiece of travel writing. The book remains as honest, as 

funny and as compelling a read as when it was first penned 

and a devastating critique of academics attempting to impose 

their rules and their order on West African life. 

I Feel Bad About My Neck by Nora Ephron. A compilation 

of articles with lots of wit and wisdom about being a woman 

and living in New York. A bit dated but also very true. Also 

Heartburn by the same author: a story about infidelity 

inspired by true life events, written with humour and a side of 

recipes. It's told in a crazy, mixed up way, expressing feelings 

and thoughts of the protagonist. 

Pam Ayres’ latest book of poems, Up in the Attic, is by turns 

hilarious, reflective and profound. From the dubious joy of 

being an exhausted, panic-stricken hostess in ‘The Dinner 

Party’ or feelings of unease about pub tableware in ‘Don’t Put 

My Dinner on the Slate!’, to a poignant reflection of war in 

'Down the Line’ and the bittersweet nostalgia of ‘Up in the 

Attic’, this new collection will tickle and move readers in 

equal measure. 

Paul Merton’s quirky humour 

is not for everyone so his 

collection of 80 of the funniest 

stories ever written – Funny 
Ha Ha – ranging from 

Margaret Atwood to Victoria 

Wood, is sure to bring at least 

a smile to your face, if not a 

laugh out loud. And there’s a 

bonus to this tome: it weighs in 

at 1.25 kgs so you can tone up 

your muscles while you read! 

Where to get these books? 
If your bookshelves are already 

groaning, why not sign in to 

Libby or Borrow Box, Oxfordshire County Council’s online 

audio books sites to see if your choice of book is available? 

You can buy actual books from a national retailer or choose 

to support your local independent bookshop either by 

ordering directly from them or through uk.bookshop.org, an 

online book selling platform specifically designed for the 

benefit of independent bookshops. The platform launched in 

the UK market this Autumn. Happy reading or listening! 

Merrily we read along!!   
We could all benefit from laughing a little this Christmas: laughter is said to be ‘the best’ medicine. 
It draws people together in ways that trigger healthy physical and emotional changes in the body. 
Here are some ideas for books from the News Team to bring you cheer and a smile to your face.

THE ARTS

1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton  
01608 641033    info@jaffeandneale.co.uk

 To book your  
Personal Shopping 

slot  
call Polly & Patrick 
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The Theatre 
On stage Christmas productions 
Theatre Director John Terry reported at the beginning of the 

second lockdown: ‘We remain optimistic and determined to 

share our production of A Christmas Carol, starring David 

Bradley, with our audiences this Christmas. Apart from 

delaying the opening night to 3 December, plans remain 

unchanged with performances through to 24 December. We 

are also exploring options for digitally streaming the 

production.' 

There Is Nothing Like A Dame! John Terry is also delighted 

to announce a very special treat 

coming our way for just three 

performances in the form of our 

3-time Chippy pantomime dame, 

Andrew Pepper! London’s tallest 

cabaret star returns, armed with 

songs, stories and splits amidst a 

hurricane of limbs, mischief and 

money notes. Expect turbo-

charged showstoppers, blistering 

ballads and a forage around the 

dame’s washbag. Joining him are the two Hot Bufties: Alex 

Maynard on piano and Dan England. Friday 18 December 7pm 

& 9pm, Saturday 19 December 9pm £20, £17.50 concs. Age 

recommendation 14+. Box office 01608 642350. 

The Theatre launches its own virtual Advent Calendar! 
Every evening after 8pm from 1-24 December, clips made 

exclusively for this event will be available via The Theatre’s 

social media (Instagram, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube). 

There are many treats in store, starting with Jack Dee and 

featuring other comedians such as Dom Joly and Andrew 

Pepper. There will be an appearance by Sir Ben Kingsley, Prue 

Leith will be sharing a festive recipe, while Alex James talks 

cheese. Learn how to make a Christmas wreath, be amazed 

by magician Nicholas Clement and don’t miss the chance to 

see Fairytale of New York with mezzo soprano Claire 

Bradshaw and guitarist Craig Ogden. This wonderful and 

unique experience finishes with a festive treat on Christmas 

Eve. Although the clips are free to view, The Theatre’s aim is 

to raise £12,000. You can donate as the ‘door closes’ after 

each performance, by clicking on the link provided. 

Toby Jones at Uncle Vanya screening 
Theatregoers were treated to a bonus 

feature at the screening in November of 

Chekov’s Uncle Vanya with the LIVE 

appearance of the show’s star Toby 

Jones. During a Q&A with Chippy 

Theatre Director John Terry, Toby 

explained how, owing to the pandemic, 

the production had been forced to 

close half way through its run in 

London’s West End. The producer Sonia Friedman, 

determined that it should be seen by as many people as 

possible, brought the cast back together in August to film the 

play under Covid-secure conditions, without a live audience. 

The result is a very watchable hybrid play-film – maybe even 

a new art form for a coronavirus age? The screening provided 

a poignant final show for The Theatre before the building was 

required to lockdown for the second time. 

Music, Exhibitions & Events 
Flock Comedy 
Flock's first online event, a 

Christmas Lock Down 

Quiz, will take place on 

Wednesday 16 December 

at 7.30pm on Zoom. Four of the UK comedy circuit’s top 

comedians have been booked to act as quiz masters, each 

hosting a round. All of them are award-winning comedians and 

one of them, Nick Page, made the semi-finals of Britain’s Got 

Talent in 2018. Other acts include James Alderson, the 

indomitable Troy Hawke and Duncan Oakley. The quiz will 

consist of five rounds of multiple choice questions and costs 

just £12.50 (plus a booking fee) for each household team 

taking part. So, if your office Christmas Party has been 

cancelled, or you could just do with a good laugh, book your 

place on the Flock Comedy Christmas Lock Down Quiz. 

Tickets are available at www.flockcomedy.com. 

Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock 
The Distance exhibition has re-opened. The selected works 

portray a variety of geographical locations across the county, 

are a mix of ages and styles, and are executed by Oxfordshire 

artists, including nationally significant painters such as William 

Turner of Oxford. They are unified by the concept of distance. 

The Friends of the Museum have organised a virtual talk: 

Wednesday 2 December, Alice Foster: 1500 years of the 
Christmas Story in Art. Alice Foster is a widely-respected 

lecturer in the History of Art. Her lecture will focus on 

THE ARTS
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Christian art-works drawn from the journey and arrival of the 

Magi in Bethlehem and Christ’s Nativity. The talk is via Zoom 

– contact@FriendsOfTom.org.uk. (Existing Friends will 

receive invitations automatically.) 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, The Oxfordshire Craft 
Guild exhibition, usually held at the Oxfordshire Museum, 

has had to be cancelled. However, you are invited to visit the 

exhibition on line at www.gallery.ocg.co.uk. Innovation in craft 

and design are just a click away.   

Chipping Norton Arts 
CNarts exhibition at Darl-e and the Bear, 17 Market Street, 

Woodstock, will now remain open throughout December. 

Artworks are available to purchase at 

www.darleandthebear.co.uk. 

Oxfordshire Artweeks 
Browse a vibrant and varied collection 

of art and handmade gift- and home-

wares, both on-line at 

www.artweeks.org and in person. 

Hopefully you’ll be inspired, entertained 

and delighted by the huge selection of 

pieces from pottery, textiles and 

jewellery to wall art and sculpture. Unique gifts to treasure 

whilst doing your bit for the local economy. For example,  

book a personal visit to Judith Yarrow’s studio to buy local, 

unique presents and cards suitable for Christmas – 3 

December to 3 January, Covid-19 restrictions allowing. Phone 

01608 644396 / 07969 039204 or via www.judithyarrow.com. 

The Arts Society Cotswolds 
Forthcoming TASC Lectures 

Punch and Judy: A subversive symbol from Commedia Dell’Arte to 
the present day with Bertie Pearce, 9 December. Mr Punch – 

the most famous puppet character of all time whose comic 

irreverence gave Punch magazine its title. 

The Spirit of Christmas – a virtual festive extravaganza: a virtual 
London Christmas tour in two parts, 17 December. 

First Catch a Squirrel….:  historical materials and techniques of 
painting 15th-18th centuries, 13 January, with Chantal 

Brotherton-Ratcliffe. This lecture will explain the techniques 

and the reasons for some of the features of 15th and 16th 

century paintings which may seem odd to our modern eyes. 

Lectures are by Zoom starting at 11am. Members receive an 

invitation via the newsletter, but non-members are welcome 

for a suggested donation of £5.  

For details contact Frances Sparkes on 01993 823943, 

publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk or visit the TASC 

website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

CN Amateur Operatic Society 
CHAOS had planned to stage the musical theatre favourite 

Guys and Dolls last May but the first lockdown put a stop to 

that. After rescheduling the show for next May, the second 

lockdown and continuing uncertainty over the pandemic 

means that they are now looking at a further delay. The show 

will now happen either later in 2021 or even in May 2022. 

Watch this space for updates! 

Chipping Norton Music Festival 
Since CNMF is unlikely to take 

place in the usual way in 2021, 

organisers are exploring options, 

including presenting some or all 

of the Festival online. The event 

has been going for well over 100 

years and has faced challenges 

before, so they are committed to 

having some form of Festival if at 

all possible. They already have a 

full team of adjudicators booked. 

In the meantime, they would like performers and their 

teachers to start thinking about their entries for March 

2021.The Festival will publish the syllabus online, probably in 

December. Would-be participants should keep an eye on the 

website (www.cnmf.org.uk) and social media channels. 

Organisers want performers to think about what they might 

do differently in response to Covid-19 and what might work 

online. Above all, ‘flexibility’ will continue to be the buzzword 

for the 109th Chipping Norton Music Festival.    
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Chipping Norton Rugby Club 
Since our last news item, England Rugby has confirmed the 

cancellation of all adult competitive leagues below level 3 for 

men and 2 for women for the 20/21 season. This of course is 

hugely disappointing but not surprising, so, for now, we will 

have to get our rugby fix from the elite game. With the 

Autumn Internationals and 20/21 Premiership all underway, 

there is at least plenty to watch on TV! 

By the time you read this, we will be close to the end of 

the second national lockdown and perhaps have a better idea 

about whether the Club can reopen for senior and youth 

training. For now the Club remains closed, so please keep an 

eye on our social media and website for announcements after 

2 December. We will reopen as soon as we are able to do so. 

During this second lockdown, all youth sport outside a 

school setting has been paused, something we had hoped to 

avoid and something that our Club Chairman Patrick Neale 

felt passionate enough to write about. His excellent piece 

(above) was published in The Telegraph in November. 

Graeme Williamson 

4 Shires Swimming Club 
Unfortunately, due to the second lockdown in England, 4SSC 

have had to suspend training sessions until 2 December. 

Thanks to the protocols we have in place with our pool 

providers, we will be in a position to return to training quickly 

when we are allowed back into the water. Despite all pools 

being shut, we have been running three land training Zoom 

sessions a week for members to maintain fitness levels. 

November saw the launch of the nationwide Level X 

competitions. We were able to carry these out during our 

usual training sessions before lockdown and the times will go 

on to the Swim England rankings. Our members swam well 

and we are now awaiting the results. For all membership 

enquiries, please contact Jo Shaw at membership@4ssc.co.uk 

or visit the 4 Shires Swimming Club website: www.4ssc.co.uk 

Lucy & Richard Warner 

Town Football 
Another quiet month for Chippy. Putting out a team remains 

a challenge as demonstrated by 10 men getting thumped 8–2 

away at Bampton, Yusuf Okinade and Darren Bridge with the 

consolation efforts. The last game before lockdown saw a few 

old faces returning to help the cause and Chippy ran out 3–1 

winners at home to Sherborn Harriers, Josh Morgan, Yusif 

Okinade and George Knight with the goals. The team 

continues to battle on; the Covid situation doesn’t help, 

though hopefully we will return to action in December. As 

always, if anyone wants to get involved in any capacity please 

contact Dominic Rickard on 07810 307213. 

SPORTS NEWS

From the horse’s mouth! 
Many Chipping Norton folk are keen 

horse-racing followers – with notable 

trainers, owners and horsemen and 

women in the area. Local top trainer 

Richard Phillips (pictured) told the News 
that racing has continued through the 

second lockdown thanks to everyone’s 

professionalism in the industry. He said, 

‘All in racing have come together to 

ensure it continues as it is so important for both people and 

horses that we do as much as we can, as safely as possible’. Only 

two owners per syndicate-owned horse are currently allowed 

to attend races, arriving 45 minutes before the race and 

encouraged to leave as soon as possible once the race is over. 

There is no hospitality available on racecourses and Richard 

says it is very frustrating that those who ultimately pay for the 

sport ‘are unable to get much enjoyment out of it, other than 

watching on television or enduring the draconian regulations’. 

He added, ‘as long as lockdown ends at the beginning of 

December, I think the majority of those in the sport accept it 

as the inevitable way forward’. It’s good news that a vaccine may 

not be too far away. However, there is not much prospect of 

improvement until next year so the upcoming major meetings, 

such as the King George at Kempton on Boxing Day, will take 

place behind closed doors. The day-to-day running of Richard’s 

yard has been going on pretty much as usual but obviously 

owners are not allowed to visit. Hopefully, they will be once 

December comes. He ended, ‘We all hope and pray that Covid-

19 keeps away from racecourses and racing yards. We look 

forward to 2021 being a brighter year for everyone’. 

Enjoy 5 months of golf on our beautiful 
heathland course, where tees and greens are 
maintained year-round. An excellent way to 

play value for money winter golf,  
Thinking of getting back into golf or trying out a 
golf club that is great for playing in the winter 
months? Now is your chance to come and try 
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club, one of the finest 

heathland courses in Oxfordshire, with        
stunning views across the countryside and    

with its free-draining sandy soil. For just £360 
our Winter Warmer is a great way to find out                                  

if our club is for you. 

Our 
Winter 

Warmer 
is Back!

For more information please contact:- 
w:  www.tadmartongolf.com 

e:  generalmanager@tadmartongolf.com 
t:   01608 737278

A members’ club with great food and                               
a friendly atmosphere. 

We are also open to societies and visitors                        
all year round. 
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CN Bowls Club 
Chipping Norton Bowls Club was sad to close 

again due to the latest lockdown. The Club 

prioritised the safety and well-being of 

members and visitors and had worked hard 

to ensure the risk from Covid-19 was very 

low thanks to a strict cleaning regime, changes 

to the layout of facilities and the method of playing. 

The Club exceeded Government & National Bowling 

Association safety guidance by insisting that all players wear 

face coverings, disinfect equipment and arrive ready changed 

for their game. Players have accepted these requirements which 

have not dampened their enthusiasm, and reticent bowlers 

were slowly returning to enjoy playing and meeting friends. 

Over half of our membership had returned and more were due 

to follow as the internal leagues started and the competitive 

spirit returned. Along with Golf and Tennis, Bowls is proving to 

be a safe sport for people of all ages to get away from the 

house and enjoy the company of like-minded people. Coming 

to a centre, with the confidence that you will be safe, and 

changing your normal environment, is therapeutic, enhancing 

both mental health and general well-being.  

The Club plans to re-open as soon as the regulations 

allow and thereafter will offer free weekend coaching to 

encourage potential bowlers of all ages including juniors and 

working people. Come and join the fun – you will be made 

very welcome. Visit www.chippingnortonbowls.co.uk for 

details and to check what’s happening. 

Town Sports Awards 
I am currently unable to give any information on if or when 

the Sports Awards will take place this year. This decision is, of 

course, dependent on Covid-19 restrictions. The Town 

Council is also in the process of appointing a new Town Clerk 

and the new Community Committee, which includes 

recreation and events, will make the final decision on the 

Awards. I would welcome clubs and those involved in sport in 

the local area contacting me with their opinions on whether 

we should go ahead with the Awards this year and if so, their 

suggestions as to how they should be organised. 

Graham Beacham 

Former Sports Award winner Jack Taylor 
Jack Taylor continues to be our most 

successful Town Sports Award 

Winner. Now a First Class County 

Cricketer, he started out at Great 

Tew Cricket Club, then Oxfordshire, 

and now plays for Gloucestershire. 

After over a decade with the Club, 

he has been awarded a new contract 

extension till 2022. Formerly Club 

Vice-Captain, this year saw Jack 

appointed the County’s Twenty Over Captain leading his team 

to the T20 Finals. Jack has had high and low points in his 

career: he has evolved from a slow bowler to an exciting quick 

scoring batsman. He was Man of the Match in the last trophy 

Gloucestershire won, in 2015, and Top Gloucestershire 

Batsman Award Winner in 2017. Well done, Jack. 

Graham Beacham 

Hook Norton Tennis Club 
Floodlit matches for 2020/21 started in October with LTA 

guidelines. The results so far are:  A team 2nd in Division 1; B 

team 5th in Division 1; C team 6th in Division 3. We hope to 

resume Coaching and Club sessions when lockdown is lifted. 

Visit www.hooknortontennis.com for updates. 

Elaine Priestley 

Christmas Mystery Treasure Trail (centre pages) 

1 TICKITTY, 2 THEFIBREWORKS, 3 BLUE,                                  

4 THEBLUEANCHOR, 5 VOLUNTEERS, 6 CHIMNEYS,                  

7 REDROBEHOUSE, 8 PHILLISHUMPHREYS,                                

9 EDWARDTANKERVILLECHAMBERLAYNE, 10 IONA,               

11 SATURDAY, 12 PRESBYTERIANCHAPEL,                              

13 THOMASFRAYNE, 14 THEKING, 15 DURANDURAN,  

16 METHODIST, 17 CHAMPIGNEULLES, 18 THEKINGS,                   

19 ASPIRIN, 20 THEFOX, 21 WAYSIDE,                                  

22 COOPERATIVESOCIETYLIMITED,                                      

23 HERBERTRUTTERSIMMS, 24 PADDINGTON 

Xmas songs in Films and TV (p16) 
1 Silent Night, 2 Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree, 3.Jingle 

Bells, 4 God Rest You Merry Gentlemen, 5 Good King 

Wenceslas, 6 I Wish it Could Be Christmas Everyday, 7 Last 

Christmas, 8 Let it Snow!, 9 Baby, it’s Cold Outside, 10 Hark! 

The Herald Angels Sing 

Santanav (back page) 
1 Lewis Road, 2 Cornish Road, 3 Churchill Road, 4 Worcester 

Road, 5 Church Street, 6 New Street, 7 Fox Close, 8 Spring 

Street, 9 London Road, 10 Horse Fair

Quiz Answers

Sports Editor’s thoughts 
At this time of year, I email my club contacts and thank them 

for their reports during the year. My thanks go to all the club 

representatives who send in their reports – without their 

time and trouble, I could not keep the readers updated on 

our clubs. I know sport is not the only thing in life! However, 

life for a number of people, myself included, would be very 

much the poorer without sport and the people I have met 

playing sport! Very many thanks to all those people who have 

helped keep sport going in this difficult year. Let us hope we 

can get back to normal, safely, at some stage next year. 

You will see elsewhere in Sports News that Patrick Neale 

of the Rugby Club has written nationally with his concerns 

and that sadly the Town Sports awards are currently on hold. 

Keep safe, enjoy Christmas and keep trying to play sport! 

Graham Beacham 
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Railway Tales … tragic and magic!  
On Wednesday, 3 June 1891 a tragic accident occurred on our 

local line, when 13-year-old Louisa Phipps and her brother 

William were travelling on the 5.02pm train from Chippy to 

Hook Norton. Close to the Choice Hill road bridge and 

looking out of the open window, Louisa’s hat blew away. 

Jumping from the moving train, she was knocked ‘insensible’ 

and remained so until her death on Friday, 5 June. A later 

inquest returned the verdict… ‘Death from injuries received 

to head caused by jumping from a passenger train whilst in 

motion, between Chipping Norton and Hook Norton.’ A 

sorry tale indeed.  

On a happier ‘magic’ note … during the late 1950s 

Chipperfields Circus had winter quarters for their animals, 

based in Heythrop. Notably the eight elephants, who arrived 

in Chippy by train… trunks in the Guard’s Van of course!! 

They were walked through the Town to Heythrop village by 

their keepers. Now… a few years ago, on an early Radio 2 

programme, the subject of class monitors was discussed! 

Amazingly, a chap (I didn’t catch his name) called in to say he 

was an ‘Elephant Monitor’ in a Chippy school!! His teacher 

sent him into New Street, with instructions to return when 

they were in sight! If you were this boy and happen to read 

this account, do let us know!  

Finally… the Club Chairman and the Committee wish 

all Railway Club members and friends the compliments of 

the season … especially this year! May you all keep safe and 

well and we will hopefully meet up again in 2021.  

Estelle Brain 

Amnesty mark Human Rights Day 
10 December marks International Human Rights Day, the 

date in 1948 when the newly formed United Nations adopted 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a milestone 

document proclaiming 'the equal and unalienable rights of all 

members of the human family'. In a year when existing 

inequalities have been deepened by a health pandemic with 

long-term economic and social consequences, we could all 

reflect on what we could do to help protect everyone's 

human rights.  

Amnesty CN will be decorating the Human Rights oak 

tree on the Common although it will probably not be part of 

the Methodist Christmas Tree trail. Our Christmast tree will 

be on the drive of number 11 Church Street and will be 

included in the Trail map available at the Methodist Church. 

Lastly good news – Jorge Gonzalez Nieva who had been 

on our case files for a couple of years has been released from 
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prison in Argentina and has been absolved from all crimes he 

was fraudulently accused of. He is grateful to the support of 

Amnesty. 

If you would like to join our group or keep better 

informed about forthcoming virtual meetings and human 

rights issues, please contact Val on 01608 645036. 

Lindsay Piltz 

WOWI all set for Christmas! 
West Oxfordshire WI had its ninth 

birthday in November. We usually 

celebrate at our meeting with a cake 

but this year we split the membership 

into groups and each committee 

member delivered a goody bag to 

individual members. The bags 

contained a raffle ticket and three 

daffodil bulbs amongst other things. 

The raffle was drawn at our 

November meeting when we 

welcomed a speaker from Great 

Ormond Street Hospital.  

Our President, Linda Durrant, is pictured below with the 

WOWI wreath at the Armistice Day service held at the War 

Memorial on 11 November.  

Our December meeting is going to be a zoom evening 

with Claire Salmon who will show us how to make some 

Christmas decorations using packs of materials distributed to 

members beforehand by the Committee. 

Look out for the WOWI Christmas tree as part of the 

trail through the Town organised by the Methodist Church. We 

are in the window of the old closed newsagents shop on 

Topside. There will also be a display promoting the WI. For 

details and plans to meet in small groups for coffee when we're 

allowed, please get in touch: wowi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk  

Hilary Dix 01608 646228 

Horticultural Association update 
In these difficult times the Chipping Norton Horticultural 

Association is endeavouring to keep in touch with members. 

We are very grateful to all who have renewed their 

membership for another year. I hope to write a letter to all 

members with a full up-date on our proposed plans for the 

2021 season. Please keep sending in your photographs for our 

website www.cnha.uk – these have been enjoyed by many.  

As this will be the last report for 2020, on behalf of the 

Committee I would like to wish all a Happy Christmas and 
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New Year (however we can spend it!!). We are hoping we will 

be able to meet up again at some point during 2021.  

Eileen Forse 01608 643275 

Green Gym in the Orchard 
We were sad that we 

had to cancel Blossom 

Day and Apple Day this 

year because of 

Coronavirus but we 

have continued to look 

after the orchard, 

though always obeying 

the various rules! The 

grass needed scything 

(see photo) and we 

also spread wood 

chippings on the paths. 

At the Health Centre 

we had to cancel a 

ceremony to ‘unveil’ 

the new raised beds (see p7) but we have continued to tend 

the slate border and the bee border there. We have also 

worked at Church Enstone and Hawkyard Common. 

Unfortunately we still cannot welcome new members but if 

anyone is thinking of joining us, get in touch now and I will put 

you on the waiting list and I hope we shall soon be able to 

invite you to our sessions on Wednesday mornings. To learn 

all about us, visit www.chippygreengym or contact me: 

jennyharrington@btinternet.com or phone 01608 643269.  

Jenny Harrington 

CRAG says Thank You 
As 2020 draws to a close Charlbury Refugee Action Group 

would like to thank the people who have supported us during 

the year: whether in attending the Sunday tea concerts in the 

earlier part of the year, when such enjoyable events were still 

able to take place, by supporting us at other events such as 

our bring & buy, by purchasing the virtual tea concert and the 

CRAG recipe booklets, by making donations or by giving 

clothes and hygiene items for our collections. Your support 

has meant that the lives of countless refugees have been made 

a little easier. Refugees in Europe face additional hardship as 

winter draws on – even in parts of Greece the weather can 

become very cold and wet at this time of the year. CRAG 

continues to fundraise for refugees in France and Greece – 

for details see: www.charlbury.info/community/crag 

John Dunleavy 

Porsche restoration – CN Probus 
At the latest Zoom meeting of Probus, member Chris 

Knowles delivered a fascinating talk on restoring a black 1968 

Porsche 911s Targa to a tangerine colour. Chris has a 

background in engineering and civil aviation with both pilot 

and management roles; he teamed up with a garage whilst 

putting in the hours himself with their Project Manager. The 

car, an air-cooled Flat 6, was stripped down completely for 

restoration and re-paint, with the rear engine (160-horse) 

removed for overhaul. A left-hand drive car, with a top speed 

of 153mph, it spent most of its life in Canada and had 

accumulated a lot of rust. Working inside the body shell the 

team faced many challenges over a period of 3½  years. They 

coined the saying ‘inside, miracles do happen!’. 

When it was eventually re-assembled, (plastic rear 

window, hand-choke and all), Chris was the first driver to do 

a snagging run to check out all the hard work over the 

project's life. Among many comments the car was praised as 

‘A Gem to Drive!’ For details of Probus, call David Hearnshaw 

(01608 643374) or visit chippingnortonprobus.com  

David Megson 

MS Society election manifesto  
Our priorities for the next UK government are as follows: 

1. Make Personal Independence Payment (PIP) make sense. PIP is 

failing people with MS and costing them their independence. 

Last year, 36,000 of us called on the UK government to scrap 

the PIP 20 metre rule. 

2. Create a social care system that works for everyone. Social care 

should be funded through modest tax increases so everybody 
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K J Millard Ltd

for a 
Fast, Friendly Efficient 

Service! 
All Sizes of Skips delivered                   

where you want, when you want. 
Environmentally friendly, family run business 

committed to recycling.   

Established 30 years. 

Competitive prices. 
Trust us to take care of your rubbish

Skip 
with 

us

Phone us now on

01608 641361
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pays their bit to make care free at the point of use and more 

people will be able to access it. The Government must ensure 

the social care system in England has enough funding to keep 

up with rising demand until a long-term plan to reform the 

system is agreed.  

3. Access to cannabis-based medicines for those with MS. More 

than 10,000 people with MS could benefit from cannabis for 

medicinal use. Yet many are being forced to break the law to 

get the symptom relief they need. We need a cross-

government plan on cannabis-based medicinal products to 

encourage innovative research, educate health professionals, 

and give people with MS access to these treatments.  

For information on MS you can contact the MS Society 

direct via www.mssociety.org.uk or contact me t: 01608 

645988 or e: westoxfordshire@mssociety.org.uk 

 Peter Branson 

Chipping Norton Folk Club  
Ten musicians graced the airways on Monday 9 November 

with a great mix of music, merriment and zoom chat to cheer 

us along this month. The strings were well represented with 

solos on guitar, uke, banjo, piano accordion and a ‘lament’ on 

a low D whistle (thanks Claire!). Bethan told us, in Welsh, of 

the London Plague in 1665, so nothing seems to have changed 

that much. Rachel gave us her own song called The Poppy 

Maker, which was very apt for the week of remembrance and 

on a similar vein, Rosie and Paul treated us to their rendition 

of The Fields Lie Silent. If you were paying attention there was 

even a spot of yodelling from Patrick early on.  

We miss our convivial nights at the Artyard Café in 

Enstone every second Monday of the month and very much 

hope we can be back there soon…..LIVE!  Visit 

www.chippingnortonfolk.org.uk for details. 

Mandy Cooper 

A Covid-conscious cruise to Brittany  
With the lifting of 

lockdown, we 

decided to take a 

break and sail our 

Nicholson 31, 

Shalom, to France. 

An uneventful 

Channel crossing 

brought us to the 

beautiful Treguier 

river eighteen 

hours after leaving 

Plymouth. The 

North Brittany 

coast is an 

exceptionally good 

place for small 

boat cruising. The tides run swiftly, and the coast is rocky, so 

care is needed. But we were lucky with the weather and 

visited many lovely places including Île de Bréhat, then 

Paimpol, with its historic charm and busy streets. After a 

wonderful sail to St Cast we moved on and locked into the 

River Rance and enjoyed a few days of up river tranquility. In 

pouring rain, we took the dinghy to the historic town of 

Dinan. After a night in St Malo, we stopped off in Dahouet. 

Here we visited the laundromat, and in the evening, after a 

swim, we braved a moules-frites restaurant. Returning to 

Treguier we waited out several gales before making a gentle 

sail home across the Channel to Plymouth. 

CN Yacht Club is hoping to arrange a movie night in 

January. For details and membership please visit cnyc.co.uk 

Dave Oakley 

U3A revisit the Cold War 
The November U3A Speaker on Zoom was Commander Rob 

Forsyth who gave members a real insight into life on a 

submarine during the Cold War. His early postings involved 

tracking Russian ships and submarines in the Arctic Circle, 

then between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. Living 

conditions were extremely cramped. Those who had the 

misfortune to sleep on what looked like shelves in the 

corridor, risked getting drenched if the submarine dived 

suddenly, when water could get in before all the hatches were 

closed. Later in his career he was posted to Singapore and 

was involved in landing commandos ashore by canoe, towing 

the canoes, two at a time, using a rope between them which 

was ‘caught’ on the periscope, until they were within easy 

paddling distance of the shore. His final postings were on 

nuclear-powered submarines. Since these did not have to 

carry vast amounts of fuel, space was freed up for the crew 

and their quarters were more like a luxury hotel! 

Our December meeting will hear from Marcia Watson 

about her late Gap Year in Nepal and subsequent visits there. 

In January, Jim Holmes a freelance documentary photographer, 

will speak about covering humanitarian work worldwide. 

To find out more about Chipping Norton U3A, please 

visit our website: u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton 

Chris Clinch 

As a family-run removals business, 
you can guarantee that here at 

Sumner Carriers we will  offer our 
customers a service which is 
always warm, welcoming and 

professional as well as 
competitively priced.   

Removals, Storage                
& Light Haulage

07950 657853 
sumnercarriers@yahoo.com
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Chipping Norton School 
School Council News: We held a ‘Non-Uniform Day’ on 21 

October in aid of 

local charity, Thrive. 

Our students were 

very generous with 

their donations and 

we are delighted to 

announce that the 

School has raised a 

staggering £1118.61. 

Thrive is a voluntary 

organisation based in Chipping Norton which provides 

practical support and opportunities for local children living in 

poverty. We have raised funds for Thrive for several years now 

and we are pleased to be able to continue to support their 

work.  

Our ‘Plant a Tree’ project with The Woodland Trust is 

proving very popular with over 80 families generously 

donating funds. We are looking forward to organising the 

mass planting in the next few months and seeing the trees 

flourish on the school site. 

Tenner Challenge: For the past few years we have been 

asking our Year 7s to demonstrate their entrepreneurial skills 

as part of the Tenner Challenge. The School provides teams of 

students with £10 and asks them to come up with money-

making business ideas. The team which makes the most profit 

is awarded a prize. As the School went into the first lockdown, 

the Year 7s had only just started this project and were 

enthusiastically coming up with creative ideas and planning 

how to run their businesses. Despite this, some teams did 

manage to ‘turn a profit’ and collectively the group raised over 

£360 for charity. We look forward to introducing this exciting 

initiative to this year’s Year 7s …. 

Sixth Form News: Two of our Year 13 students were 

nominated for ‘Covid-19 Young Hero’ awards at the recent 

Oxfordshire Youth Awards. Thomas Adams was nominated by 

Emma Kennedy, from St Mary’s Church, for the tremendous 

support that he gave to the ‘Mary’s Meals’ project during 

lockdown. Thomas helped distribute frozen foodstuffs, 

generously donated by local individuals and businesses, to 

families normally dependent on free school meals and people 

struggling with illness. Katie Blundell was nominated by Mrs 

De Bruyn, Assistant Headteacher, for volunteering to help a 

GCSE PE student via Zoom with her homework and revision 

during the school lockdown period.  

Year 12 Art students have been 

invited by WODC to create a series 

of photographic portraits for the 

‘Faces in Windows’ exhibition as 

part of Illuminate Chipping Norton 

weekend (Friday 4 December-

Sunday 6 December). We are very 

grateful to professional 

photographer Andrew Ogilvy who 

came into school and ran a 

photography workshop for the 

students before they embarked on 

this exciting project. The students’ photographs will be 

professionally printed and framed and will be artfully 

exhibited in the windows of the former Beales Department 

Store, Cotswold Newsagents, and upstairs in the Town Hall 

for all to enjoy.  

We are pleased to announce that the following students 

have been selected to become our ‘Senior Students’ this year: 

Archie Randall, Zack Ibrahim, Cerys Harvey, Anya Kennedy, 

and Katie Blundell. They join established members of the 

senior student team: Beth Blackwell, Holly Ibrahim, Tilly 

Donaghy, and Maisie Frater.  

Holy Trinity Primary  
Despite having to remain in our class bubbles, this month the 

School has ‘come together’ to celebrate, reflect and learn in 

so many different ways.  

Years 1 and 2 

celebrated Harvest 

this year with a 

‘takeaway’ bring and 

share lunch. Year 1s 

spent the morning 

peeling and chopping 

a variety of veg-

etables whilst Year 2s 

mixed, kneaded and 

baked over 60 bread 

rolls. Later in 

the afternoon 

teachers made 

a ‘deliveroo’ 

and shared 

their harvest 

produce with 

the other class. 

The delicious 

vegetable soup 

was a hit and 

many returned 

for seconds!  

Classes enthusiastically responded to the PTA challenge 

to get involved in the 2.6 campaign this month. This was a 

nationwide campaign to raise money through donations for 

those UK charities which would have benefitted from 

sponsorships in the recent cancelled London Marathon. 
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Classes ran, jumped, relayed, played 

and skipped for 26 minutes! It 

wasn’t quite a marathon but by the 

end it felt like one!  

Classes marked Remembrance 

Day this year in a variety of ways 

from remembering those who 

sacrificed their lives in many 

conflicts, writing prayers, sharing 

war poetry (pictured) and learning 

about their ancestors who had 

fought in the wars, as well as 

remembering the sacrifice of 

animals in times of war. The whole 

school ‘came together’ in their own 

classes as the School fell silent and 

still for 2 minutes on 11th of the 11th. 

It may be difficult and strange 

times for us all but the children 

never cease to amaze us by always 

thinking of others and putting 

others’ needs first.  

St Mary’s Primary  
Autumn in Foundation: Foundation class has been 

enjoying finding signs of autumn in 

our school grounds. We each had a 

kebab stick and created our own 

‘kebabs’ full of the beautifully 

coloured leaves that had fallen from 

our trees. We are also all helping to 

rake the leaves in 

our garden up 

into huge piles, 

but it is a never-

ending job at the 

moment! We 

enjoyed hearing 

about Guy 

Fawkes and why 

we celebrate 

with fireworks. 

Not many of us 

will see fire-

works this year so we watched the 

New Year’s Eve fireworks from 

London last year and then created 

our own exploding firework 

pictures. 

Black History Month: Amber & Lily of Yr 5/6 report: Last 

month in class we learned about Black History Month. We 

learnt about Maya Angelou and Ruby Bridges. Maya Angelou 

was a black poet who thought everybody deserved to be free. 

She fought for people’s rights and told them to never give up 

no matter what happened. She gave other people hope 

through tough times. Ruby Bridges was the first African-

American girl to go to an integrated school. She was six years 

old when this happened. The moment she stepped out of the 

car at school, a mob of people and angry white parents 

harassed her. Although this time in her life was hard, she got 

through it no matter what people thought. There was only 

one teacher who was prepared to teach her and that was Mrs 

Henry. 

Year 5/6 explore Microbits: This is electric item that you 

plug into a device and 

program with an app that 

tells it what to do. You can 

make it light up in words 

and pictures. On the app 

you can program the 

microbit to show one 

picture for ever or 

constantly change the 

pictures like an animation. There are also videos to help you 

learn how to program a microbit which can be extremely fun 

and easy.  

Town Nursery School 
We have spent a great deal of time outside and the cold, wind 

and rain do not dampen our enthusiasm for the outdoors, 

Nursery 1 and 2 children have been thoroughly enjoying the 

rain which has created lots of muddy experiences in the field. 

The leaves from the trees have provided entertainment both 

inside and out and Nursery 1 enjoyed feeling them and 

listening to the sounds they made. Nursery 2 children have 

also been investigating sounds they can create themselves. The 

boys enjoyed making different noises by jumping on the inner 

sections of chocolate boxes and as a result they are going to 

construct a ‘noise path.’ Spiders are a great favourite and the 

field yields a plentiful supply at this time of year. Singing Incy 
Wincy Spider and going on spider hunts inside is great fun and 

Small local company specialising in  
• All types of removals: local and 

long distance 

• All types of clearance: house, 
office, garden, loft and shed 

• Removal and recycling of any 
unwanted items: furniture, bric-a-
brac, books, white goods etc 

• Removal of single items up-
wards 

• Light haulage 

 07538 244861
getrid.removals75@yahoo.com
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as the children’s eyesight is usually better than the adults’, they 

quickly spot even the tiniest spider trying to hide! 

Most of the children in Nursery 1 are new to the nursery 

and they have settled and are really enjoying each other’s 

company. It is a delight for staff to watch them interacting so 

well. 

Kingham Primary  
National Skipping Day: 
On Friday 6 November, 

children, from Nursery to 

Year 6, excitedly 

participated in our very 

own Skipathon for the 

2020 National Skipping 

Day. The children were 

challenged to skip against 

the clock, counting how 

many skips they could 

complete in two minutes. 

Determination, enthusiasm 

and motivation were 

certainly the words 

echoed by staff as each 

year group joined in on 

the fun, receiving certificates for those who displayed 

amazing effort. A rather tricky task for class teachers, due to 

such high levels of enjoyment shown by all! Well done to 

everyone who supported, participated and helped – it was 

'skipatastic'! 

Great Rollright Primary  
We’re not letting Covid get in the way of Christmas this 

month – but it does mean we have to celebrate a little 

differently. We’ll still have Christingle in small groups, 

Christmas lunch in class bubbles, and a Christmas jumper day. 

And our Nativity Play is still on – but as a video! Each class 

will film their part and then the results will be spliced 

together for parents to enjoy. The theme this year is Respect 

and Diversity as we explore the different ways Christmas is 

celebrated around the world. 

In other news:  
National Outdoor 
Classroom Day: Outdoor 

learning is a central part of our 

ethos every day of the year. But 

we marked this special day last 

month with some extra outdoor 

activities – from measurement 

and mapping for the older 

children, to making stunning leaf 

crowns for the younger ones 

(pictured).  

Virtual School Tour: Normally we love showing potential 

parents everything we offer in person – but Covid-19 is 

making that challenging this year. So with school selection 

time approaching we have created a virtual tour on our 

website: https://great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk/. We are also eager 

to talk to interested parents – please call us on 01608 641740. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  

Middle Barton Primary 
As a rural primary school in North Oxfordshire we are 

committed to providing the best outcomes for children. 

Offering a broad and balanced curriculum, we encourage 

children to explore the world in which they live and to 

question what they are told, see or hear. We are fortunate to 

be set in a large, rural site incorporating playing fields, 

playgrounds, a forest school area and an amazing outdoor 

classroom, transformed from our old swimming pool – one of 

a kind! Our newly refurbished running track is used for PE, 

sporting events and the morning mile. 

Our Forest School lead takes classes for regular sessions 

in our wooded Forest School area. Children explore and 

discover in almost all weathers and also gain experience of 

using tools for woodwork and safety around campfires, and of 

Opening times vary – please telephone for latest information
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course marshmallows and hot chocolate. As a STEM (Science, 

Technology & Maths) focused school, our outdoor classroom 

is the perfect environment for discovery and 

experimentation; connecting to the natural world and 

engaging in activities around our core values: Be Curious, 

Believe, Challenge, Achieve. Outdoor learning sessions 

encourage discovery, critical thinking and team building as 

well as leadership, resilience and creativity. 

For details please visit www.middlebartonschool.org or 

contact us 01869 340522 office@middlebartonschool.org 

Bledington Primary  
Adventure writing day: Lara, Alex and Martha S report: We 

had a whole 

morning of 

activities to 

help us think 

about The 

Gunpowder 

Plot and 

what it was 

like to be 

part of it. We 

looked at 

really old 

accounts of 

the story 

and watched a video about the history behind why Guy 

Fawkes and his friends wanted to blow up Parliament. We did 

a debate about whether it was a good idea or not! The best 

part of the day was pretending to be the different characters 

and acting out the scenes using props. In the afternoon 

everyone in school wrote a first person narrative pretending 

to be Guy Fawkes. We could change the end of the story and 

it was fun to see 

what people 

wrote.  

We also had 

a UK Parliament 

week assembly 

to think about 

the Houses of 

Parliament and 

how all the 

decisions are 

made in our 

country. We 

thought about how people can debate there and ask lots of 

questions because we have democracy.  

Sibford School 
Join Sibford School for a virtual open event: Due to 

current Covid-19 restrictions, Sibford School was unable to 

run their face to face autumn open events as originally 

planned. The School has created a series of videos to enable 

those interested in Sibford to see the School in action, meet 

key members of staff and learn more about what Sibford 

offers to pupils aged 3-18.  

If you are interested in accessing this virtual open event, visit 

sibfordschool.co.uk/events and simply fill out the contact 

form to learn more about Sibford. 
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Cycling safety in Chippy 
Chipping Norton isn't 

Gothenburg, Sweden 

nor Amsterdam, 

Netherlands. It's great 

to see more and more 

cyclists taking 

advantage of the free 

exercise and fresh air in 

these cities and others, 

even some cities in the 

UK. However, our town 

has very narrow and 

busy roads. I'd like to 

support Chippy Town 

Council's push to have 

us all cycling, however, they do not suggest any ways that our 

next generation of young cyclists can learn to ride safely. I 

used to teach children to pass the National Cycling 

Proficiency test, but no one seems to do this locally any more. 

Maybe the Town Council should dedicate some money for 

cycling education before we have deaths on our streets? 

Gordon Brown 

Representing the Town 
I have just returned from attending the act of Remembrance 

at the War Memorial. I write to say how disappointed, or 

perhaps disgusted I was to note that although there were 

members of the Town Council present – as usual – there was 

no official representative to lay a wreath in the name of the 

Town Council. It was embarrassing to find the High Sheriff of 

Oxfordshire and Cllr Biles representing the County Council, 

but no representative of the Town. I understand that many 

young people are perhaps not as committed to this event as 

older people, and I also understand that Town Mayors in many 

instances have to work for a living, but in the past, when a 

Mayor has been unable to attend at least he, or she, has 

arranged a proper alternative. I have seen Deputy Mayors and 

Mayoresses laying wreaths in lieu of the Town Mayor. I am 

aware that there is a move to ‘update’ the workings of the 

Town Council, and I would suggest that it doesn’t matter 

whether there is a Mayoral Charity event, or a Town festival 

or whether the Mayor chooses a charity to raise money for, 

but Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday are probably the 

only occasions when it is almost compulsory for the Mayor or 

his/her representative to be in attendance. I and, I suspect, 

many others felt deeply offended by this omission. 

Peta Simmons – former Town Councillor and Mayoress 
(See Remembrance article p13 – Ed) 

Democracy in Council Chamber 
I recently made comments on social media concerning the 

lack of a Mayoral attendance at the Town War Memorial 

Service on 11 November. I have been overwhelmed by the 

force of support from the people of Chipping Norton who 

also felt let down. Much comment has been made asking who 

the Mayor and indeed our Councillors are. Traditionally we 

knew our Councillors as they tended to be well known local 

figures in the Town, who attracted high polling, held our 

history and traditions close to their hearts and knew what 

was expected of them. At the election of May 2019, following 

a very poor turnout and with less than usual opposition, a 

group of unknown inexperienced new Councillors found 

themselves elected, although their votes only numbered in the 

600s each, our Mayor polled 15th out of 16 with 610 votes. I 

am now informed that within 18 months of their election we 

are in the position of having a Mayor who, along with her new 

comrades, would appear to have taken control of the Council, 

allowing little contribution if any from the remaining 

experienced Councillors. We have already had two 

resignations, will there be more to come? They were 

democratically elected, albeit by default, but I don't hear of 

much democracy now in the Council Chamber. 

Celia Grantham 

HGVs, Rollright and Stonehenge! 
It seems hard to comprehend. We can find a billion and a half 

pounds to fund a project to protect the Stones at Stonehenge 

by building a tunnel but we cannot find a few million pounds to 

protect the health and safety of Chippy residents by rerouting 

HGVs via our own Stones at Rollright. After 20 years, and with 

an increase in size and volume of lorries passing through our 

town, the County Council Traffic Officers should be accepting 

responsibility for the provision of weight limit signs and finding 

an alternative route via the Rollright Stones. This was 

unanimously agreed by County Councillors AND our Town 

Council. How much longer do we have to wait? 

Steve Williams 

Key Loss – and no ‘lost property’! 
It seems that unless you have found or lost 

something worth over £500 or of significant 

sentimental value, the police are no longer 

able to provide a lost property service, and 

if they did, we Chippy folk would have a very 

long trip to Witney to hand it in or collect 

it! So if anyone has found a set of house and 

Ford car keys in the last few months (I really 

have exhausted all other options!) could you please call 

Sharon on 01608 730546 or sjtruelove@hotmail.co.uk. 

Sharon Truelove 

Overtaking is difficult  in Chipping 
Norton’s narrow streets

We really missed not having our Town 
Festival this year but are hoping that by next 
Summer we’ll be able to celebrate being back 

together as a Town.  

Further details will follow in the New Year but if 
you have any questions, or would like to help, 

please contact us at cntownfestival@gmail.com. 

Sunday                   
27th June                  

2021
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MP’s thoughts for Christmas 
At the end of this very challenging 

year, the Christmas period and its 

meaning have never been more 

important. I want to assure you 

the Government is united in its 

aim to ensure that we can have as 

normal a Christmas as possible. 

Undoubtedly though, your 

Christmas will be different this 

year. A special time for us all. 

whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, another 

religious festival – or none at all – it is vitally important we all 

work together to make this festival period a special one. It 

might be you have to see your extended family over Zoom 

this Christmas, or that your traditional Christmas Day trip to 

the pub looks different. It may be you brave a West 

Oxfordshire winter rather than escaping to warmer climes. 

But I have every confidence the people of West Oxfordshire 

will not let anything get in the way of their festive spirit. 

Christmas time is also one for giving and charity. This year, 

that might mean something different to usual. Maybe you 

could speak to a neighbour, reconnect with a friend, or reach 

out to someone who lives alone. If you are able, charities are 

still working and grateful for any donation you can give. This 

year it is more important than ever that we show our festive 

spirit in our community. Wherever and however you may be 

celebrating, I want to wish you a very Merry Christmas and 

season’s greetings from myself and my team. I can assure you 

we will be working round the clock as usual on your behalf 

and so if there is anything at all I can do to help please do let 

me know on robert@robertcourts.co.uk 

 Robert Courts – MP for Witney & West Oxfordshire 

Dog fouling menace 
My husband and I have spent a lot of time and money on our 

front garden for it to be spoiled regularly by dog fouling. We 

even put a fence up in the hope 

that it would stop. It has not! 

Responsible dog owners take care 

and clear up after their dogs and 

take the ‘doggy bags’ home or bin 

them. Others drop the bags in the 

gutter or throw them in 

hedgerows. Some do not even 

bother to clean up after their dogs. 

There are dog waste bins for the 

purpose – so please use them. 

There is no excuse. Also, please 

keep all your dogs on a lead. Only 

yesterday walking home from town 

along the Burford Road, I stepped 

on some dog mess which was under the leaves. Please dog 

owners, be more thoughtful with your pets. 

A concerned pedestrian from Cotswold Gate 
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Join us on                    
Christmas Eve                         

for the Christmas Trail! 

Get ready to journey to Bethlehem as we bring the Christmas 
Story to life – in a fun, interactive and surprising way. For more 
information (keeping up to date with Covid regulations) keep an 
eye on: www.stmaryscnorton.com Instagram: @stmaryscnorton 

@stmaryschildrenandfamilies Facebook: St Marys Church, 
Chipping Norton 

This year St Mary’s Church is bringing the 
much-loved Christingle Nativity to the 

heart of Chippy! 

One of WODC’s new 
litter & dog waste bins



happen and the fabulous Jack Savoretti, 
whose support has been invaluable. Whilst 
in the US the family met many more 
wonderful people who helped them 
through their time of need. These include 
Barbara Zobian at Candlelighters NYC, an 
organisation which support families fighting 
childhood cancer and the Maclay family in 
Dallas, who welcomed them with open 
arms when they arrived there for Ellen’s 
Scoliosis surgery. Last, but not least, a big 
thank you to Chipping Norton for 
everything you have all done to help the 
Drysdale family. 

Anna will still need regular monthly 
check-ups for the foreseeable, but we wish 

them the best of luck for the future and hope they all 
have a very merry, relaxing and uneventful Christmas!  
Sarah Jarman – Team Anna 

Anna is home! Team Anna were thrilled to 
welcome home the Drysdale family mid-
November, and what a journey they have 
been on. Only a year ago, Chipping Norton 
was clubbing together to think of innovative 
and exciting ways to raise money in order 
to get Anna the cancer treatment she 
needed in New York. Now the treatment 
has been completed, Anna’s broken arm has 
been fixed and Anna’s sister Ellen is 
recovering well from her own operation, 
they can return to the Cotswolds for a very 
Merry Christmas.  

Anna’s Mum, Keeley, wanted to thank 
everyone who has supported and donated 
to the cause, the family continue to be 
overwhelmed by all the incredibly kind people in their 
lives. They want to mention in particular the Go Team 

Anna super mums who made it all 

   The Santanav Quiz 
1. If you know Morse, find his mate in the force 

2. Next to Devon, these cream teas are heaven 

3. He did not cower, in their finest hour 

4. It’s spicy of course, this tasty sauce 

5. At the bottom they say, is a place to pray 

6. I may be so bold, saying this is not old 

7. There’s a nearby smell, those hounds can tell 

8. A new season at last, when winter is past 

9. It’s a capital day, to walk down this way 

10. Here you might dare, to sell your mare 

Welcome home!
Happy Christmas to Anna!!

The Scottish Rite Hospital in Dallas where Anna and her sister Ellen received specialist treatment 

Santa’s sackful of fun!!
It’s Christmas Eve!! Santa & his elf have decorated their tree (can you spot the 10 differences?) & now 
he needs your help to name all the Chippy streets he’s meant to visit.

Answers on p26

Happy landings! The family flew back to the UK in mid-

November to be greeted with the traditional banner!




